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Repor t  o f  the Standing 

Committee on Finance to  the 

58th Session o f  the N.W.T. Counc i l

1. Membership o f  Commi t tee

Fo l l ow i ng  are the members o f  the Stand ing Commi t tee 
on Finance:

W i l l i a m  L a f f e r t y  - Chai rman
Thomas H. Bu t t e r s
Ipee l ee  K i l abuk
Ludy Pudluk
John Steen
James Wah-Shee
W i l l i a m  L y a l 1
Bryan Pearson
Donald S t ewar t

2. Committee Meet ing

The Finance Commit tee met on l y  once d u r i n g  1975, f rom 
November 5 th  t h rough November 10th t o  c o ns i de r  a 
depar tment  by depar tment  Review o f  the Main Es t imates  
f o r  1976-77.  Because t h i s  was the f i r s t  meet i ng o f  
t h i s  Commi t tee,  and because there were severa l  new 
Members on i t ,  the complete f i n a n c i a l  c yc l e  o f  Counci l  
and the p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  the budget of  t he T e r r i t o r i a l  
Government was o u t l i n e d ,  as we l l  as t he  sources o f  
revenue.  A t  t h i s  meet ing the 2 Execu t i ve  Members were 
requested to o u t l i n e  each o f  t h e i r  v iews on the main 
es t i ma t es ,  as p resen ted .

In a d d i t i o n  to our  rev iew o f  the es t i ma tes  and a r i s i n g  
t he r e f rom,  the Commi t tee made the f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s : -

1. I n s u f f i c i e n t  funds are being spent  in meet ing the 
o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the Educat ion Depar tment ;

2. Ge n e r a l l y ,  any i nc reases  in t he  Es t imates  have been 
due to announced p r i c e  increases i n  t r a v e l ,  accommo- 
- d a t i o n ,  f u e l  o i l ,  power r a t es  and c o n t r a c t s .

3. The p resent  school  tax l evy  i n  non- tax  based 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  i s u n f a i r  and the whole s u b j e c t  of  
school  taxes should be reviewed.
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4.  There i s  a d i s c r e pa n c y  in the amounts o f  fundinn 
a v a i l a b l e  to the v a r i ous  e t h n i c  g roups ,  through 
the Depar tment  o f  Economic Develooment .

5. The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  revenue f rom l i q u o r  sales 
being spent  on p r e v e n t a t i v e  measures should be 
r e v i e w e d .

6. D e f i n i t e  s teps  should be taken to encourage home 
ownersh ip  t h roughou t  the Nor thwest  T e r r i t o r i e s .

7. The e n t i r e  hous ing program should be comp l e t e l y  
rev i owed.

The f o l l o w i n g  recommendat ions r e q u i r i n g  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
a c t i o n  were proposed by t h i s  Commi t tee and in o rder  t o  
be a c t i on e d ,  r e q u i r e  the endo r sa t i on  o f  C o unc i l :

A. Loca t i on  o f  proposed ha l f - way  house (Depar tment  o f  
Soc i a l  Development)

B. E va l ua t i o n  to be c a r r i e d  out  to compare d o l l a r s  spent  
t o  s e r v i ce  rendered r e  LaPointe H a l l ,  Fo r t  Simpson. 
(Depar tment  o f  Soc i a l  Development ) .

C. Depar tment  o f  Soc i a l  Development to deve lop paper on 
t a x  r e l i e f  f o r  pensioners owning t h e i r  own r e s i den c e s .

D. Change name o f  Soc i a l  Development to Depar tment  o f  
Soc i a l  Ser v i ces .

E. Depar tment  o f  Local  Government to prepare i n f o r ma t i o n  
paper on f u n c t i o n  of  r eg i on a l  Counc i l s .

F. Depar tment  ,o f  Local  Government to d i s t r i b u t e  copies o f  
t he  Wacer and Sewer P o l i c y  in Eng l i sh  as we l l  as in 
s y l l a b l e s .

G. Depar tment  o f  Local  Government to prepare paper on 
school  tax l evy  in non- t ax  based m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

H. Commissioner  to adv i se  M i n i s t e r  o f  Commi t tee ' s  concern 
t h a t  Eskimo Loan Fund dep le ted and of  the i n e q u a l i t i e s  
o f  the va r i ous  Loan Funds.

I .  Each e l e c t e d  member o f  the Execut i ve  should have an 
a s s i s t a n t .
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J.  L e t t e r  f rom Met i s  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e g a r d i ng  requests  f o r  g ran t s  
t o  be r e f e r r e d  to caucas.

K. Counc i l  to c o ns i de r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  revenue f rom l i q u o r  
sa les  oeing spent  on p r e v e n t a t i v e  measures.

L. Counc i l  to r ev i ew the housing program.

A l l  o f  which is r e s p e c t f u l l y  submi t t ed .

Cha i rman ,
Standing Commi t tee on

Finance.


