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-  9 -

Background

The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  has r e c e i v e d  a proposal  by the  

Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  H . M .C .S .  " M a c k e n z i e " ,  a Canadian Armed 

Forces " R i v e r "  c l a s s  d e s t r o y e r  e s c o r t ,  t h a t  the Government  

and peop le  o f  t h e  N o rt hw es t  T e r r i t o r i e s  f o r m a l l y  adopt  t h i s  

s h i p .  Of 2 , 9 0 0  tons d i s p l a c e m e n t ,  t h e  " M a c k e n z ie " ,  

commissioned in  196 2,  c a r r i e s  a p e a ce t im e  crew o f  210 and a 

\ t r a i n i n g  complement o f  an a d d i t i o n a l  53.

ADOPTION OF A SHIP

I t  is  a custom o f  c i t i e s  and m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  

to adopt  naval  s h i p s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  war t i m e .  The a d o p to r  

or spo nsor ,  u s u a l l y  p r o v i d e s  c e r t a i n  co m for ts  f o r  the  ships  

crew,  such as musi ca l  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  books,  s p e c i a l  t r e a t s  

and,  o f  c o u rs e ,  m a i n t a i n s  a c e r t a i n  l e v e l  o f  communicat ion  

and c o n t a c t  w i t h  the shi p  and i t s  crew.  Dur ing the war  

y e a rs  e s p e c i a l l y ,  r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  a rea  which ado pted a 

p a r t i c u l a r  sh ip  developed a r e a l  sense o f  community p r i d e  in  

the  f e a t s  and acc ompl ishments  o f  " t h e i r "  sh ip  and deep f e e l i n g s  

f o r  the  w e l l  be ing  o f  those  who s a i l e d  in  h e r .  This  of  course  

r e s u l t e d  in a s i g n i f i c a n t  and v a l u a b l e  m or a l e  boost  f o r  the  

crew.

. . .2



- 10 -

IMPLICATIONS

Should Co unc i l  ag r e e  to the a d o p t i o n  of  the  

H . M . C . S .  " M a c k e n z ie " ,  min imal  e x p e n d i t u r e s  would be i n v o l v e d .

The Commissioner  on b e h a l f  o f  the  people  and C o u n c i l  o f  the 

N o rt hw es t  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  would make v a r i o u s  good w i l l  g e s tu res  

and exchanges o f  g r e e t i n g s .  A r t i c l e s  o f  d e c o r a t i o n  f o r  

t h e  shi p  such as a s u i t a b l e  N.W.T.  C o a t - o f - A r m s , f l a g s ,  and 

o t h e r  s i m i l a r  i tems would be p r o v i d e d .  Some c o m f o r t  i tems  

cou ld  be p r o v id e d  f o r  the crew a l t h o u g h  t h i s  I s  o f  less  

i m p or ta n ce  in p e a c e t i m e /  This  pro po sal  should  be looked  .
. . i J'JLM J '

upon as a good w i l l  g e s t u r e  and a p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  e x e r c i s e  

A s i s t e r - s h i p  HMCS "Yukon" has been adopted by th e  Yukon 

T e r r i t o r y .  Should Co un ci l  endorse the proposed a c t i o n ,  an ' d  

o f f i c i a l  ceremony would be held  a t  the  t ime o f  a d o p t i o n  

which would be a t t e n d e d  by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  the T e r r i t o r i e s 7 4 R ®

RECOMMENDATION a.n t ^Tc/r 
' I o n C

The Administration therefore recommends to Counci  1*
-  j* ^

t h a t  HMCS "Ma ckenzie"  be ado pted by t h e  No rt hw es t  T e r r i  to r ie 's .
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