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V 4LCENTRAL AND FASTERII ARCTIC HEALTH SERVICES STUDY

I am pleased to report  that  the Centra l  and 
Eastern  A r c t i c  Health Serv ices  Study i s  progressing very 
w e l l .

The ob jec t ives  of t h i s  study are :

I .  To conduct a rev iew of the health d e l i v e r y  
system in the Centra l  and Eastern A r c t i c :

% \
ca  %

\

- programs,
- s e r v i c e s ,
- manpower,
- f a c i 1i t i e s .

2. To id e n t i f y  gaps in  the present  hea lth  care 
d e l i v e r y  system.

3. To provide recommendations to ensure adequate 
hea lth care programs,  s e r v i c e s ,  manpower and 
f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  the a r e a .

Th is  study i s  being undertaken by a s t a f f  member of 
the Health Care D iv i s ion  of  the Department of S o c ia l  
Development. Mr. B l a i r  Dunbar i s  undertaking the study under 
the d i r e c t i o n  of  Mr. Robert E. McDermit.

Л b r i e f  progress report  i s  as fo l lo w s :

1. A l l  communities in the Keewatin except Whale 
Cove have been v i s i t e d .

2. Meetings have been held with Hamlet and Sett lement  
Counc i l s .

3. Meetings have been held v/i th Health Committees, 
Nurses and Soc ia l  S e rv i ce  Personnel .

4. A l l  persons have expressed i n t e r e s t  and cooperated 
f u l l y .

5. Work i s  now commencing on the Northern and Eastern  
A r c t i c .

Th is  i s  a very important Study.  I t  i s  designed to look 
at how hea l th  care se rv ices  are organized r ig h t  now. I t * w i l l  
a l so  attempt to id e n t i f y  problems. When a l l  the communities have 
been v i s i t e d  and the data gathered ,  recommendations w i l l  be made 
as to how hea lth  care s e r v i c e s ,  programs, manpower and f a c i l i t i e s  
should be organized for the fu tu re .  I have spoken on seve ra l  
occas ions  about d iscuss ions  which have taken place  between 
Health and Welfare Canada and the Government of the Northwest 
T e r r i t o r i e s  which w i l l  e ve n tu a l l y  r e s u l t  in the Government of 
the N. W.T.  assuming the respons i b i 1i t y  for  a l l  hea lth  s e r v i c e s .  
The Study i s  an important step in the process .
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