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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 1977 

Mr. Steen, Mr. Stewart, Mr. Lafferty, Mr. Butters, Mr. Fraser, Hon. Arnold McCall um, 
Mr. Evaluarjuk, Hon. Peter Ernerk, Mr. Pearson, Mr. Pudluk, Hon. David Searle, 
Hon. Dave Nickerson 

ITEM NO. l: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. David Searle): Item 2, feplies to the Commissioner's Opening 
Address. Hon. Peter Ernerk. 

ITEM NO. 2: REPLIES TO COMMISSIONER'S OPENING ADDRESS 

Hon. Peter Ernerk 1 s Reply To Commissioner's Opening Address 

HON. PETER ERNERK: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Commissioner, Mr. Deputy Commissioner and 
�embers of the Legislature. Before I go into my department's responsibilities 
and present to you what I feel is the role of the Department of Economic 
Development and Tourism, I would like to briefly ... 

MR. PEARSON: You are not on yet. 

MR. SPEAKER: I do not believe we are getting any sound. 

HON. PETER ERNERK: Mr. Speaker, I will start over with your permission now 
that I am in stereo with two microphones. 

Constituents• Needs In Keewatin Regi�n 

Mr. Speaker, before I go into my department's responsibilities and present 
to you what I feel is the role of the Department of Economic Development and 
Tourism I would briefly like to talk about my constituents• needs in the 
Keewatin region. 

Members of this Legislature are no doubt aware of my concern that all 
communities in my constituency have access to long distance telephone 
facilities. I am pleased to report that Chesterfield Inlet, as of December 
1976, received Anik satellite service and now I feel that the Department of 
Communications in Ottawa must permit Whale Cove, as the last remaining 
settlement without such facilities, to join the 20th century society and 
make available the same service as provided to the other five settlements 
in my constituency. 

The Department of Education must respond in the near future to the needs of 
the people of the Keewatin region and provide the much needed high school 
facility for that area. If the young people of this region are to have 
the opportunity.to compete successfully in the labour market they must be 
able to complete their total education program, that is up to grade 12, and 
to have it close to their own home grounds. 

In speaking of community development the Commissioner in his Opening Addiess 
indicated that Baker Lake and Eskimo Point woulrl receive hamlet status during 
the year 1977. Let me inform you of another type of community development 
in the Keewatin region, and that is in Baker Lake where through determination 
the residents of this community have become shareholders in the company that 
built the new Iglu hotel. I am convinced that the other communities throughout 
the Northwest Territories will no doubt follow this example of local control. 
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Very briefly I want to say a few words with respect to our Legislative Assembly. 
As I look around I see all of the voting Members in this House as elected 
people. So far we have decided to call ourselves the Northwest Territories 
Legislative Assembly, and we now have three elected Members who sit on the 
Executive Committee of the territorial administration from this Legislature 
and yet various federal departments look to us as merely advisers to themselves. 

On the 22nd of January 1977, we received a beautiful Speaker's chair that 
indicates progress towards more responsible government. If we are to build 
our road toward responsible government we must start now. We must become the 
true representatives of the 40,000 residents who live in the Northwest 
Territories. The federal government and its departments must begin to accept 
and recognize our existence and look to us as true representatives of the 
people. 

Havfog said all that, we the Legislative Assembly, should· recommend to the 
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs that the next assistant commissioner 
should be elected from this Legislature to have the responsibility for local 
government and public services. 

Responsibilities Of The Department Of Economic Development And Tourism 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to move on to my departmental responsibilities. 
The Department of Economic Development and Tourism is concerned with providing 
incentives and opportunities to enable people to earn a living for themselves 
or, as a recent headline in the Yellowknifer put it, "people development 
through economic development". In the North achieving economic development 
is not simply a matter of manipulating supply and demand, or making loans or 
even establishing new business, it involves developing the understanding and 
skills necessary which will allow our people to cope with the modern commercial 
and industrial working environment and also to adapt the work habits imported 
from the South to suit northern working conditions and the aspirations of 
northern people. 

Reorganization of the department has recently taken place and this department's 
responsibility is first to provide services to the business sector, consisting 
of providing grants, loans, management services and other promotional and 
advisory services to those people who wish to start, expand and develop their 
own businesses in the Northwest Territories. The progress made by the people 
of the territories in this respect is evidenced by the dramatic growth of 
loans from the Eskimo Loan Fund, the Indian Economic Development Fund and 
the Small Business Loan Fund. I recently invited a number of organizations 
to name representatives to form a business advisory group. Its purpose is 
to foster better relations between the private sector and the government and 
to allow a freer exchange of information and advice between them. 

The Department As An Entrepreneur 

Secondly, the department acts as an entrepreneur itself by setting up projects 
and marketing products from the Northwest Territories where the private 
sector has not the expertise, or market conditions have not developed 
sufficiently to make it attractive for local individuals to start and operate 
a business at a profit. The department operates projects which provides 
employment, income to the communities and experience in the management and 
operation of businesses. Most important I think they provide the initial 
opportunity for private and co-operative organizations in the Northwest 
Territories to become involved and eventually take �ver and run businesses 
which have then become viable. 

- ---,-- --- --
· --' -'-------'-' 



• L .  
i 

- 100 -

Thirdly, the department also provides important services to the northern work 
fo:��e through its employment and training division. These are training on­
the-job and apprenticeship programs and as well efforts are made to place 
individuals and relocate workers where jobs are available. During the past 
year, the department, in conjunction with the Department of Social Development, 
has organized and implemented the short term employment program which is 
intended to provide funds with which communities could employ people who would 
otherwise be unemployed and on welfare during the winter season. It is the 
intention of this government to further develop and expand this program with 
the emphasis on having people employed on a permanent type basis wherever 
possible. I place a particularly strong emphasis on the training aspects of 
these programs since it is through training people for responsible jobs in the 
future that the indigenous people of the Northwest Territories will be able 
to fully control their own lives and futures. Complex and technical jobs 
re�uire years of training, as well as a sound, basic education. I intend to 
have the department put a strong priority on the provision of technical and 
ma�agement training opportunities, because these jobs will have high pay -offs 
to northern society in the long run. 

Functions Of Headquarters And Regions 

At headquarters in Yellowknife the staff members will concentrate on program 
management, planning and policy issues, and the marketing of the Northwest 
Territories 1 products. These will remain centralized functions of the 
department. The day-to-day operation divisions will be delegated to the field 
and regional staff. 

As the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs mentioned in his Opening 
Address or in his Address to this Assembly, the federal cabinet has agreed 
to introduce the programs of the Department of Regional Economic Expansion 
into the North. These programs have been active in the provinces for a 
number of years and we in this government have always felt that we were at 
a disadvantage in comparison with the provinces by not having them operate 
in the North. 

It is intended to further expand the department 1 s financial services through 
an ordinance which is to be recommended to this Assembly. This ordinance 
would permit the Government of the Northwest Territories to make loan guarantees 
to northern businesses as a supplement to the Small Business Loan Fund. As 
a result of concerns expressed by the northern business community to our 
department, there have been changes made to the Small Business Loan Fund. An 
agreement was reached with the federal government to permit loans for working 
capital as well as fixed capital investments to be made from the fund and to 
raise the maximum loan from $50,000 to $100,000. I am pleased to report 
that steps are now being taken with the federal government to arrange for 
the transfer of the funding ahd regulations of the Small Business Lban Fund 
to the Government of the Northwest Territories under the authority of this 
Legislature. We expect that the transfer will be made during the upcoming 
fiscal year. 
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Major Projects, Projects And Marketing Division 

Now, major projects within projects and marketing division during 1977 will be 
the expansion of existing projects, maximizing income and employment 
opportunities to local residents, increasing sales and establishing new 
markets for products produced in the Northwest Territories. Continued emphasis 
will be placed upon greater involvement of people at the settlement level, in 
all aspects of project operations. This division will promote and encourag� 
the formation of project advisory boards for each economic development project 
in the Northwest Territori·es. These boards will have membership from the 
project and the community and will ensure that both the community and project 
staff are consulted and involved in the decision making process. As a project 
approaches viability, the experience gained with the project advisory board 
should facilitate the establishment of an effective board of directors to ensure 
the smooth turnover to local ownership. 

Plans are being developed to provide assistance to communities in the formation 
of community arts and craft councils. These councils will be able to represent 
the needs and desires of the Northwest Territories artists and craftsmen, both 
in the Northwest Territories and at a national level. These c-0mmunity arts 
and crafts councils will be encouraged to organize a tlorthwest Territories arts 
and crafts council which could then act as the official spokesman for the 
Northwest Territories artists and craftsmen in dealing with territorial and 
national governments, agencies, etc. 

A manpower policy for the Northwest Territories. This policy, presently in 
first draft, would outline our Assembly's position with regard to the 
employment and support of Northwest Territories residents. The policy will 
concern itself with such things as entitlement to employment; job creation 
by private industry and/or government; relocation assistance and training of 
the work force; government priorities and attitudes toward employment. 

Under apprenticeship we will be moving toward increasing the amount of 
theoretical training available for f4orthwest Territories apprentices within 
the Northwest Territories, and away from our existing practice of purchasing 
it from the provinces. Under training positions, Northwest Territories 
government training positions will make opportunities available to northerners 
to take training at the professional levels; for example, architectural and 
engineering. 

Revision Of Ordinances Affecting Travel Industry And Parks 

Under travel industry and parks one of the major priorities of travel industry 
and parks will be a complete revision and rewrite of all the ordinances and 
regulations relating to the trav�l industry. This will be carried out with 
full consultation with all concerned groups, particularly the Northwest 
Territories Travel Industry Association. 

As I indicated in my speech last year to the Northwest Territories Travel 
Industry Association, we will move towards a partnership approach to the 
industry, especially in the area of promotion, and preliminary steps have 
already been taken in this direction. In addition, the department will 
actively promote and assist the formation of associations in the Keewatin and 
Baffin regions under the general umbrella of the Northwest Territories Travel 
Association. 

Under Hire North the administration of the Hire North project was tDrned over 
to the Department of Economic Development and Tourism in January of 1976. 
The program of training heavy equipment operators in an actual on-the-job 
highway construction environment was continued. In additi�n, a usable portion 
of highway was constructed consisting of 16 miles of finished grade and three 
miles of rough grade. To date, 111 students have entered the program since it 
was begun in 1973 and 51 completed their training. Most have found employment 
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on constructions job; however, with the slowdown on the Mackenzie highway and 
other construction work, these trained operators may not have employment. It 
is imperative that an alternate useful road cdnstruction program be undertaken. 
A good example would be the fort Simpson to Fort Liard highway to connect with 
the British Columbia portion from Fort Nelson to the Northwest Territories 
border. A program of this nature would provide employment for graduates of the 
Hire North training program for at least three years. 

A proposal to train office and middle management for the Hire North pioject is 
now under consideration by the Hire North steering committee. It is expected 
that funds will be made available to undertake this phase of the training 
program commencing April 1, 1977. The Hire North project has been successful 
in the past and should continue to be successful in the training of northerners 
to enable them to participate in further development and construction projects 
in the Northwest Territories. Thank you very much. 

---Applause 

MR. S PEA KER: Any further replies to the Commissioner's Opening Address? 
Mr. Nickerson. 

Hon. Dave Nickerson's Reply To Commissioner's Opening Address 

HON. DA VE N I C KERSON: I am �oing to make the work of the Interpreter Corps and 
court reporters a bit easier, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with a certain amount of trepidation that I make my first 
speech as a member of the non-productive sector of society. I have long 
maintained that many of our economic and hence social woes can be traced 
directly to the interference of government into the private lives and 
endeavours of the citizenry. I still maintain that government must curtail 
its relentless octopus-like growth and I will work towards a lessening of this 
unnecessary expansion and towards the preservation of individual liberties. 

MR. PEARSON: Hear, hear! 

HON. DA VE N I C KERSON: Necessary government functions should be carried out at 
the most junior level of government possible as it would seem to me that 
inefficiency is directly proportional to size in these matters. Municipal 
governments can operate more efficiently than we can and we can operate more 
efficiently than the federal government. For this reason we must support the 
devolution of authority and taking power from the senior to the junior levels 
of government. Efficiency is, of course, not the only reason; the lower the 
level of government, the closer it is to the people and the less is the 
likelihood of people being treated in a ·"we know best" manner which is typical 
of much of the bureaucracy in the North. 

Operation Of The Executive Committee 

And now, Mr. Speaker, before I get into a discussion of what I expect to 
accomplish with the Department of Social Development, I have a few words on 
the operation of the Executive Committee, our embryonic cabinet. With the good 
will of all concerned the operation works quite well. On most decisions a 
consensus is reached acceptable to all Members and during my term of service 
so far there has not been a major division on which the elected and appointed 
Members found themselves on opposing sides. I must point out that were the 
government, the Northwest Territories government� to make a major decision on 
the direction of Ottawa with which the elected Members were not in agreement I 
would feel morally obligated to report the matter directly to this House. 

It would appear to me that an additional elected Member could easily replace 
one of the appointed members with no detriment to the effective running of 
the government. Were this to be done at the present time the thing that bothers 
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me most is that there might not remain an effective opposition or critical 
voice in this House and consequently I look to an increase in the number of 
Members of this Legislature within the near future. 

HON. ARNOLD Mc CALLUM: Hear, hear! 

HON. DAVE N I CKE RSON: There .would appear to be no reason to me why each elected 
Member could not have at least two departments reporting to him. The appointed 
members have several each. We must admit that many senior territorial government 
employees are southern oriented and if the direction of this House is to be 
carried out forthrightly and in the manner we wish, we, through an elected 
Member of the Executive, must have control of personnel. Ministers, of course, 
have little to do with the routine day-to-day running of a department and while 
personnel is controlled by federal civil servants the central government, in 
fact, controls the implementation and matters of priority are similarly 
controlled_ by the supply of money and, in my mind, until the Department of 
Finance is under the wing of an Executive Member directly responsible to this 
House we will remain in a position of disadvantage vis-a-vis the federal 
government. Therefore, I would strongly recommend that we make all attempts to 
have an additional elected Member on the Executive and that this person be given 
responsibility for the Departments of Finance and Personnel. Mr. Speaker, 
myself and the Hon. Peter Ernerk conferred with one another well beforehand. 

While still on the subject of the organization of the administration of the 
Government of the Northwest Territories I would refer you to page 34 of the 
Annual Report of the Government of the Northwest Territories, the illustrated 
publication entitled Council in Transition. It might better have been 
entitled 11 Council in Torment 11

• Although a casual glance might lead one to 
believe that the duly elected representatives of the people of the territories 
are gaining in executive authority a more detailed analysis will reveal that 
more and more of the real power both over major decisions and the daily 
operations of the government are being concentrated in the office of the 
Commissioner. For instance, all the regional operattons, which with 
decentralization will become even more important, report directly to the 
Commissioner. The Executive Committee stands a very good chance of being 
siqetracked and becoming nothing more than an expensive advisory body. I hope 
I am wrong in my apprehensions but I would strongly suggest that this 
Legislature take upon itself the responsibility of re�iewing the Executive 
organization and pressing for a system which guarantees effective participation 
by its Members as a right and not merely as a revocable privilege . 
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Responsibilites Of The Department Of Social Development 

In taking up my position as Minister of Social Development I find that my job has 
been greatly simplified by two things. The first is the high calibre of the staf� 
Under the first class direction of Mr. Ken Torrance, an effective and forward 
looking team has been developed which I am pleased to say is largely employed in 
the field rather than at head office. As fifty per cent or so of our field staff 
�re northerners, I hope that we will be able to employ even more local people and 
:1ave them assume more responsible tasks and take up more supervisory positions. 

r•R. PEARS ON: Hear, Hear! 

HON. DAVE N IC KE RS ON: The second is that, in its Social Development Paper adopted 
a little over a year ago, this Legislature laid down some eminently sensible 
guidelines which I intend to follow faithfully. As a reminder, I will repeat 
some of the major points given to me as direction by this House. 11 Programs are to 
be devised and implemented without regard to race. The goal of all programs is to 
promote self-sufficiency. And people must be given authority and control over 
their own affairs. 11 That is extracted from the Social Development Paper. 

And now a few words on what I see as being some of the main areas of attention 
by the Department of Social Development in the year ahead. The Commissioner, in 
his Opening Address, referred to our ambitious hospital construction program in 
Fort Smith and Yellowknife and also to the promised transfer of provincial type 
health responsibilities from Health and Welfare Canada to ourselves. I consider 
the orderly transfer of such responsibilities to be a matter of high priority 
in improving the delivery of northern health services and am somewhat dissatisfied 
with the slow progress being made. I have been assured by the Hon. Marc Lalonde, 
Minister of Health and Welfare, that he is committed to the transfer and I look 
forward to being able to advise this House as to a timetable and procedure to be 
followed within the near future. We are unable to accept the argument put forward 
in certain circles that transfer in the territories must await a similar transfer 
proving successful in the Yukon. We know this to be nothing more than a delaying 
tactic. 

In corrections, we will continue to push for community service sentencing and 
other measures which will reduce our jail population and hopefully prove more 
effective but we realize the option of sending convicts to jail must always be 
open to the courts and we must plan to expand the capacity of our system accord­
ingly. Population growth and more realistic sentencing by territorial courts of 
late have resulted in a permanent increase in the numbers of prisoners we have 
to cope with. Of particular concern is the situation with regard to juvenile 
offenders. Juvenile court judges, in my opinion, do not have a sufficiently wide 
range of options open to them when dealing with young persons in conflict with 
the law. 

Social Assistance And Welfare 

I am pleased to be able to report that we expect to be able to hold the line on 
social assistance payments for the 1977-78 fiscal year. Were the level of econ­
omic activity to be increased from its present dismally low level, I am sure we 
could reduce expenditures even further. 

While we applaud the announcemnt of the Hon. Warren Allmand that the Department 
of Regional Economic Expansion program is to be expanded into the Northwest 
Territories this again is really only a stopgap measure. What we really need 
is major development of our natural resources, government must unshackle the 
resource industries so that they can provide the jobs we so urgently need. It is 
my contention that welfare rates must be compatible with and a little lower than 
what a recipient could receive through honest work and for that reason I do not 
recommend any increase at the present time. To further cut down on welfare abuse 
we need t-0 devise a system which will discriminate between deserving cases which 
society should be prepared for humanitarian reasons to support and non-deserving 
ca£es which we can well do without. 
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In keeping with the recommendations by the Legislative Assembly, the government 
has adopted a plan for the eventual control over social assistance and maybe 
certain other social services by those municipalities which might choose to 
excercise this option. A hamlet, village or other municipal council would hire 
the local social worker and be responsible, on behalf of the territorial govern­
ment, for administering the program in that community. In my opinion, a greater 
degree of local control would generate a more responsible attitude towards social 
assistance and allow local communities more flexibility in the use of funds. 
At present a departmental committee is studying the financial and other difficul­
ties which have to be overcome before such a program can be put into effect. 

In order to keep this speech within reasonable time limits, I will brief the 
House on the other departmental plans and programs at the appropriate time during 
the budget debate. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, gentlemen, for your kind attention. 
And I might hope we will also prove a little more effective. 

---Applause 

Item 3, questions and returns. 

ITEM  NO. 3: Q UEST IONS AN D RET U RNS 

Are there any returns? No returns. Are there any written questions? I am sorry. 
Hen. Dave Nickerson. 

Return To Question Wl-61: Ear And Throat Problems In Rae-Edzo School 

HON. DA VE N I C KE RSON: Mr. Speaker, on Monday, January 24, Mr. Whitford asked what 
health services were doing about ear, nose and throat problems in Rae-Edzo and 
I have the following reply. The regional director, Northwest Territories region, 
medical services has replied as follows: We have contacted the physician in 
Rae-Edzo who stated that he knows of no particular problems in regard to ear, 
nose and throat problems in Rae-Edzo. They would be happy to have any further 
information that can be provided. I might suspect there would be a supplementary 
question to that answer. 

M R. S PEA KE R: Any written questions? Mr. Stewart. 

Question W3-6l: Arctic Winter Games 

M R. S TDJA RT: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct the following question: In 
what year will the next Arctic Winter Games be held? 

MR. S PEA KE R: Mr. Commissioner. 

COMM ISS IONE R (Mr. Hodgson): Mr. Speaker, and Members, perhaps we should prepare 
a short report for Council on the basis of the latest meeting which I understood 
took place this weekend in the Yukon. I think at this there were some changes, 
a number of changes made to the directors of the Arctic Winter Games because I 
am not sure myself when it is being held. It may have been decided at that 
meeting. 

M R. S PEA KE R: So the question will be taken as notice. Are there any furth�r 
written questions? Mr. Lyall. 

Question W4-6l: Use Of Government Vehicles 

M R . L Y A L L : M r . S p e a k e r , I u n d e r s t a n d t h e r e w a s a s. tu d y d o n e o n t h e u s e o f 
government vehicles. I wonder if the administration could release that piece, 
that document to this Assembly. 

M R. S PEA KE R: Deputy Commissioner Parker. 
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DE PUTY COMM ISSIONE R PARKER: Mr. Speaker, a study was conducted for the information 
of the Executive on which to base_ policies to deal with the use of qovernment 
vehicles. Whether such a report is of value to be released to the House, I 
would like to have the opportunity to review the report, but my initial impression 
would be that we would release it. However, I will review it and respond to you. 

M R. S PEA KE R: Are there any further written questions? 

Item 4, oral questions. Mr. Whitford. 

ITEM NO. 4: O RA L  Q UEST IONS 

Question 06-61: Check On Health Problems At Rae 

M R. W H ITFO R D: Mr. Speaker, it is very evident that northern health has not been 
able to get around the Northwest Territories and do thejr job. So, I would ask 
the Minister of Social Development if he would ask one of his staff to personally 
go out to Rae and check the school and the problem and report back to this House. 

M R. S PEA KER: Hon. Dave Nickerson. 

Return To Question 06-61: Check On Health Problems At Rae 

HON. DAVE N I C KE RSON: This is something I would very much like to do, but there is 
a question of jurisdiction involved. The Department of Health and Welfare are 
at present very jealous of their responsibilities. If we do anything that can 
be interpreted as butting in on their territory, we are likely to receive a stiff 
reprimand. I will take this up with my officials and if it is possible, say for 
instance in the school where we might have some jurisdiction, I will see if it 
can be done. The question of overlapping jurisdictions in the field of health is 
a very prickly question at the present time and I would very much prefer to work 
in conjunction with the Department of Health and Welfare than to move in unilater­
ally as that might give them reason to believe that we are putting ourselves 
forward in a position where we were not entitled to. 

I think in reply to Mr. Whitford 1 s question, it is a good question in that it out­
lines the difficulty we are having. As soon as the transfer of health responsi­
bilities takes place and this is an item of fairly high priority on the list of 
what we want to do in the government, it was referred to both in the Commissioner 1s 
speech and my own, but once we resolve this problem we will be in a much better 
position to look into these matters again. We are concerned with the ear, nose 
and throat problems in the Northwest Territories and we know for a fact, perhaps 
not in Rae, but in many other communities in the Northwest Territories, the 
problem with discharging ears among young children caused largely on account of 
poor living conditions. We know we have that problem in the Northwest Territories 
and we have encouraged the Stanton Yellowknife hospital in their hiring of an 
ear, nose and throat specialist. So, we are aware of the problems in this regard 
and I am very sorry, but I can not promise to say that I can personally do 
something about it because it is not really in our jurisdiction. 

MR. S PEA KE R: Mr. Whitford. 

M R. W H ITFO RD: Mr. Speaker, I am aware that the Minister of Social Development 
will meet with the Minister of Health and I would ask the Minister of Social 
Development if he would not at this time bring this very serious problem to the 
attention of the Minister. 

M R. S PEA KE R: Hon. Dave Nickerson. 

HON. DA VE N I C KE RSON: w i 11 . 

M R. S PEA KE R: Are there any further oral questions? Mr. Stewart. 
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M R. STEWA RT: I wonder, Mr. Speaker, if I could have unanimous consent to return 
to Item 3, written questions? 

M R. S PEA KE R: Unanimous consent is being requested to return to Item 3, written 
questions. Is it agreed? 

---Agreed 

REVE RT TO ITEM NO. 3: Q UEST IONS AN D RET URNS 

Question W5-6l: Commercial Fishery, Great Slave Lake 

M R. STEWA RT: Thank you, as this is a fairly urgent matter. What will be the 
legal mesh size for commercial fishing on Great Slave Lake in this coming summer? 

DE PUT Y  COMM ISS IONE R PAR KE R: Mr. Speaker, we will table a reply. 

M R. S PEA KE R: Thank you, Deputy Commissioner Parker. Is there anything further 
under written questions before we go back to oral questions? 

Item 4, oral questions. 

Item 5, petitions. 

Item 6, reports of standing and special committees. 

Item 7, notices of motions. Hon. Dave Nickerson. 

ITEM NO. 7: NOT I CES OF MOTi ONS 

Notice of Motion 2-61: Deputy Chairman Of Committees Of The Whole 

HON. DAVE N I C KE RSON: I give notice, that subject to receiving the unanimous 
consent of this House, I will move today a motion appointing a new Deputy 
Commissioner, I am sorry, Deputy Commissioner Parker, deputy chairman of committees 
of the whole. 

HON. A RNOL D Mc CALL UM: A Freudian slip. 

M R. PEA RSON: He forgot his cue cards. 

M R. S PEA KE R: Any further notices of motions. 

Item 8, motions for the productio� of papers. 

Item 9, motions. The only motion I have in my book is Motion 24-60 which has 
been referred to tommtttee of the whole. Hon. Dave Nickerson. 
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HON. DAVE N I C KE RSON: Would it please be possible, Mr. Speaker, if you could 
determine whether I have the unanimous consent of the House to move Motion 2-61? 

M R. S PEA KE R: Unanimous consent of the House being requested to move Motion 2-61, 
concerning the appointment of a deputy chairman of committees of the whole. Is 
it agreed? 

---Agreed 

Proceed, Hon. Dave Nickerson. 

Motion 2-61, Deputy Chairman Of Committees Of The Whole 

HON. DA VE N IC KE RSON: Mr. Chairman: 

W HE REAS at the conclusion of the 60th session Mr. Butters 
resigned from the post of deputy chairman of committees of 
the whole; 

NOW THE REFO RE, I move that Mr. Peter Fraser be appointed 
deputy chairman of committees of the whole. 

M R. S PEA KE R: Is there a seconder? Mr. Whitford. Discussion? 

SOME HON. MEMBE RS: The question. 

Motion 2-61, Carried 

M R. S PEA KE R: The question being called. All in favour? Contrary? Carried. 

--- Carried 

---Applause 

Are there any further motions? 

Item 10, tabling of documents. 

Item ll, consideration in committee of the whole of bills and other matters. 

ITE M  NO. ll: CONS I DE RAT ION IN COMM ITTEE OF THE W HO LE OF B I L LS AN D OTHE R  MATTE RS 

Is it the wish of the Executive to continue with Bill 3-61, the Appropriation 
Ordinance? This House will resolve into committee of the whole for further 
consideration of Bill 3-61, the Appropriation Ordinancn •·ith Mr. Stewart in 
the chair. 

--- Legislative Assembly resolved into Committee of the Whole for consideration 
of Bill 3-61, Appropriation Ordinance, 1977-78 with Mr. Stewart in the chair. 

P ROCEE D INGS IN COM M ITTEE OF THE W HO LE TO CONS I DE R  Bill 3-61, APPRO P R IAT ION 
O R D INANCE, 1977-78. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): The committee will come to order. To complete the 
Department of Natural and Cultural Affairs, I would direct your attention to 
page 5.11 and you will find listed here under the various activities 15 22, 15 25, 
the various grants. Now, you have already approved previously the amounts of 
these grants so it is not necessary to go through this again. However, it was 
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brought to your attention in case anyone wishes to make any remarks relative 
to the grants on page 5.11 and these grants are continued on page 5.12  as well . 
If there are no comments, then this concludes the estimates for the program 
of Natural and Cultural Affairs. 

Now, what other program would you like to proceed with now, Mr. Deputy 
Commissioner? Mr. Whitford. 

M R. W H ITFOR D: I am sorry, Mr. Chairman, I believe we were talking, or going 
to be talking about page 5.11. 

THE C HA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): beg your pardon? 

M R. W H ITFO RD: I believe we are talking on page 5.11, are we not? 

·rHE C HA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Page 5.11 is a breakdown of-the grants and we 
have already voted on the amount of money under the ether titles so the money 
has been voted but it was just pointed out that this is the amount of the 
grants and if there is any discussion at this time, this is the time to make 
it. Now have you a point? 

Recreation Grants To Communities 

M R. W H ITFO RD: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My concern from the constituents 
is that on grants to the communities for recreation programs at five dollars 
per capita, I was wondering if in fact the division of recreation is reviewing 
these communities to find out the exact count of people in them, if there is 
a count. 

THE C HA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Thank you. Mr. Deputy Commissioner. 

DEPUTY  COMM ISS IONE R PA R KE R: Mr. Chairman, the matter of the amount of support 
for recreation on an operations and maintenance basis is under review and I 
certainly hope that we will be in a position to present to the Assembly new 
policies by the next Council session. We are very much of the opinion that 
the five dollars per capita is not adequate but before announcing any change 
to that, we want to have a good look at what we think we can do from a 
financial standpoint and also what makes sense as between large centres and 
small centres. 

THE C HA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Thank you. Are there any further comments? If 
there are no further comments, Mr. Deputy Commissioner, could you advise me 
of what program you wish to proceed with at this time because that concludes 
Natural and Cultural Affairs? 

DE PUT Y  COMM ISS IONE R PA R KE R: I recommend to you that we proceed with the 
Department of Social Development. 

THE C HA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Mr. Butters. 

M R. BUTTE RS: Maybe I am out of order but there is one item on page 5.12 that 
I wish to raise, under activity 1563. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): That was called, but please proceed. 
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Grants To Hunters' And Trappers' Associations 

M R. B UTTE RS: You are very kind. The grant of $500 to each hunters' and trappers' 
association to assist in administration expenses. I think when that item was 
first put into the estimates our budget was something in the order of $150 
million, but it has increased $100 million since then and we are still granting 
to each of the hunters' and trappers' association a measly $500 for 
administrative expenses. This has been raised before by Members of this body. 
They pointed out that we certainly get value for the taxpayer's dollar for 
the amount that is turned over to hunters' and trappers' associations. I 
know that the $500 is spent very quickly by these organizations and it is 
nowhere near enough to provide them, to cover their administrative expenses. 

Motion To Increase Grants To Hunters' And Trappers' Assbciations 

I know in the case of the Inuvik Hunters' and Trappers' -Association they develop 
many projects with which to increase the amount they have at their disposal 
and this is worthwhile, excellent, but I do feel that we should recognize the 
fact that $500 is insufficient for their requirements and I move that the 
$500 be increased to $2500. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Stewart): I have a motion on the floor to increase the 
amount of the grant. I presume you mean in the future and not in these 
particular estimates, from $500 to $2500� is that correct? 

DEP UT Y  COMM ISS I ONE R PARKE R: Mr. Chairman, the initial amount that was paid 
to hunters' and trappers' associations was $400 per year for administrative 
expenses, so there has been an increase, although admittedly not a major 
increase. This money is meant to assist them in administrative matters. 
I think it is fair to say we are reviewing the total amount of money the 
hunters' and trappers' associations require and perhaps we should be given a 
chance to report on this. There may well be other areas in which we can be 
of help to them. I am not sure though that increasing the administrative 
segment of the grant is the answer. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Mr. Fraser. 

M R. F RASE R: Mr. Chairman, to the motion, it says here "A grant of $500 for 
each hunters' and trappers' association to assist in administrative expenses. " 
I would like that broadened a little bit. "Administrative expenses" could 

.mean almost anything. However, there is no set figure. It is just $500 for 
each hunters' and trappers' association. There could be 200 trappers in one 
settlement and there could be about six in another settlement. They each 
get $500 for administrative purposes. I think there should be some way to 
determine the amount set out by the number of trappers you have in the district. 

THE CHA I R MA� (Mr. Stewart): Thank you. Mr. Butters, in view of the points 
raised, would you like time to consider a motion and the Chair will recognize 
you any time later on in the estimates to put it forward? The motion the way 
it was presented may not fit the administration. 

M R. B UTTE RS: It was very much on the spur of the moment and- I accept your 
wise advice and counsel. 

DEP UT Y  COMM ISS I ONE R PA RKE R: Mr. Chairman, I appreciate your trying to move 
along, but if I could just respond to Mr. Fraser's suggestion so that he and 
Mr. Butters might keep this in mind when they are working on a motion, I see 
his point that some of the associations may have considerably more members than 
other associations. However, we are only talking here about the basic adminis­
tration, some little help in running just the association. As to assistance 
to hunters and trappers themselves, of course, that is a different matter and 
there are some further programs to assist them. This is meant here only to 
assist in the running of their associations or societies. 
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The Department Of Social Development 

T HE C HA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Thank you. I direct your attention to page 9. 01, 
program, Social Development, subject, program memorandum, objectives, total 
estimates . Would the administration like to make· any comments of a general 
nature to open? Hon. Dave Nickerson. 

HON. DAVE N I C KERSON: Mr. Chairman, I would briefly like to make some remarks of 
a general nature on the Social Development budget. This is very much a hold 
the line budget. We do not propose any major new expenditures and we are very 
cognizant of the continued requests by this Legislature to keep unnecessary 
expenditures to a minimum. You will notice that the budget has a very small 
increase from $ 16. 2 million to about $16. 7 million which is only approximately 
half a million dollars. About half of this amount, one-quarter million dollars, 
is attributable to increased funds that are to be made available to the Alcohol 
and Drug Co-ordinating Council for work in combating the serious alcohol 
problem in the Northwest Territories. This has been done at the direction of 
this Legislature. I remember very well the debate on the subject last year and 
it was certainly the consensus of this House that additional funds should be 
used to help combat the alcohol problem. The balance of the increase is due to 
increased salaries and increased costs such as oil, electricity and general 
supplies which are generally beyond our control. No major capital projects 
are planned for this year. In the health budget there will be a substantial 
capital requirement but this year in the Social Development part of the 
department there are no major capital projects. 

T HE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Stewart): Thank you. Any comments of a general nature on 
Social Development? Mr. Butters. 

MR. B UTTERS: Mr. Chairman, I was going to raise a point which the Honourable 
Minister heard during his recent visit to the Delta. I congratulate him for 
his early move into the communities so soon after his appointment to meet with 
the people and see what problems are on the ground. I know that the many 
associations and many people that he met with while he was both in the 
Wes�ern Arctic region and in my constituency found his interest most welcome 
and I feel there was much benefit to be derived from his presence at that time. 
Certainly he is always welcome to return. 

Funding Of Health Service Programs 

One thing he did hear when he was in Inuvik was the concern that the desire 
expressed by this Assembly to take over the federal health programs might be 
a very great burden in that it is not a revenue making program. It is a 
deficit program at the present time and_ I do not have any idea just what it 
costs the federal government to provide the level of health services that it 
is presently providing in the Northwest Territories but I think it is somewhere 
in the area of $4 million for our Inuvik region alone and I would guess, 
extrapolating on that basis, it would be something in the order of $30 million, 
$25 million to $30 million in the territories. What I am saying is that, 
should we impose on the federal government and have the health care 
responsibility turned over to us, what guarantee is there, what guarantee do 
we have that the federal government will continue to f�nd our territorial 
jurisdiction to the same level as they have in the past when it was operated 
und9r the federal people? 

I am wondering if this has not given our senior executives some cause for 
concern or even pause in their approach to the fed�ral government to obtain 
and shoulder this responsibility. 

HON. DA VE N I C KERSON: Mr. Butters is quite correct in that t�e budget of the 
Department of Health and Welfare is quite a substantial one. We understand 
that there are something like 500 positions which would go with the transfer. 
A lot of these are, of course, nurses and medical people. There are also a 



- 1 1  2 -

number of f inanc i al people, a number of ma i ntenance people and, of course, 
sen i or adm i n i strat i ve people. We would assume that the budget would be in  the 
reg i on, as Mr. Butters po i nts out, of $25 m i ll i on or $30 m i ll i on a year. 
Our health budget alone, our own health budget is  in  the reg i on of $20 m i ll i on 
a year, but you can not add the two together. You can not add 30 and 20 and 
come up w i th 50 because there i s  a lot of i nterb i ll i ng. In a lot of cases we 
w i ll b i ll Health and Welfare for serv i ces that we prov i de to them. In other 
i nstances they w i ll b i ll us when i t  is  the other way around, so if  you add the 
20 and 30 together you would probably come up w i th someth i ng l i ke 40, as funny 
as i t  m i ght seen. 

Prov i nc i al-Type Respons i b i l i t i es Versus Revenue Produc i ng Respons i b i l i t i es 

I do not th i nk, Mr. Cha i rman, that we can really take the att i tude that we do 
not want to take on further respons i b i l i t i es because they are def i c i t 
respons i b i l i t i es rather than revenue produc i ng respons i b i l i t i es. We 
undoubtedly would dearly love to get some of the revenue produc i ng 
respons i b i l i t i es. Natural resources, of course, that is  the b i ggest one. Had 
we taken the att i tude i n  the past that we do not want other respons i b i l i t i es, 
at present we would be do i ng l � ttle, if anyth i ng else, other than runn ing the 
l iquor stores. There would be no educat i on, there would be no Terr i tor i al 
Hosp i tal Insurance Serv i ces, there would be no Department of Econom i c  
Development, there would be pract i cally noth i ng . S o  I th ink our att i tude has 
to be that wh i le we would l i ke the revenue produc i ng areas, at the same t i me 
we are anx i ous to take over all the rema i n i ng prov i nc i al-type respons i b i l i t i es 
regardless of whether they be revenue produc ing or money spend i ng 
respons i b i l i t i es. 

When we enter i nto the more formal i zed d i scuss i ons w i th Health and Welfare 
Canada over the transfer we w i ll ,  of course, take up w i th them and w i th the 
Treasury Board negot i at i ons regard i ng the f i nanc i ng of the operat i on. �Je w i ll 
obv i ously have to have some k i nd of comm i tment on the part of the federal 
government that they w i ll cont inue to prov i de adequate f i nanc ing for med i cal 
care in  the Northwest Terr i tor i es. So far the federal government has been 
more than generous i n  th i s  respect and we would hope that they would cont i nue 
to see health care spend i ng as a matter of h i gh pr i or i ty in  the Northwest 
Terr i tor i es. We would probably enter i nto some k i nd of formal agreement 
cover i ng the f i rst maybe three to f i ve years of operat i on by ourselves cover i ng 
the dollar amounts or work i ng out some formula wh i ch we deem would be adequate. 
Of course, i t  i s  not poss i ble to enter i nto an agreement for ever and ever and 
we would have to hope that the federal government, say ten years down the 
road, would cont i nue to fund us i f  at that t i me we do not have our own 
suff i c i ent revenues. There i s  no guarantee, but i f  you look at other examples 
such as educat i on, they have cont i nued to be very generous w i th regard to 
educat i on and i n  a number of other areas so that we would expect them to 
cont i nue to recogn i ze the h i gh pr i or i ty of health care i n  the Northwest 
Terr i tor i es. 

T HE C HA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Mr. Butters. 

CO P _� Subm iss i on To Mr . Just i ce Berger 

M R . BUTTE RS: Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman. I have another quest i on on the same top i c. 
I know that the nat i ve organ i zat i on that has i ts headquarters i n  the const i tuency 
i n  wh i ch I l i ve, the Comm i ttee for Or i g i nal Peoples Ent i tlement in  its 
subm i ss i on to the Macken z i e  Valley P i pel ine Inqu i ry . suggested to 
Mr. Just i ce Berger that such a turnover not take place. I am wonder ing if  the 
department or the M i n i ster or somebody i n  the Execut i ve · i s  carry i ng on a 
d i alogue w i th these organ i zat i ons as others may feel the same way w i th regard to 
any concerns they may have i n  th is  area. I do not th i nk in  the i r  report to 
Mr. Just i ce Berger there was any spec i f i c  concern ra i sed except they d i d  not 
feel that th is  respons i b i l i ty should be turned over at th i s  t i me .  
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T HE C HA I RMAN (M r . Stewa rt): Hon. Dave N ickerson. 

HON. DAVE N I C KE RSON: So f a r  we h ave not rece ived any rep resent at ion from these 
va r ious pub l ic inte rest g roups . l�e wou l d  be p l eased to hea r  f rom them as we 
a re p l eased to hea r from anybody e l se. We wou l d  assume th at the peop l e  in the 
a reas to be affected a re qu ite w i l l ing to see the t r ansfer take p l ace, and 
indeed the i r  du l y  e l ected represent at ives s itt ing a round the tab l e  today have 
sa id that is w h at they want so th at is wh at I wou l d  assume pub l ic op in ion to be. 
To be qu ite honest I wou l d  expect that if fo r inst ance I, o r  anybody e l se ,  went 
out and knocked on the door of the CO PE organ iz at ion and asked them, they wou l d  
p rob ab l y  say no , as a matte r of p r inc ip l e , for the s ame reason as, if you asked 
them if they wanted a M ackenz ie Va l l ey h ighway , they wou l d  say no. If you ask 
them if t hey want any th ing they w i l l s ay no bec ause it is st r ict l y  fo r 
po l it ica l reasons and they have one a im in m ind and the i r  a im is to negot iate 
a l and c l a im sett l ement to the best of the i r  advantage and they w i l l use every 
othe r po int as a po l it ica l too l .  So , that wou l d  be why I wou l d th ink th at that 
organ iz at ion , if they d id say that they were not in favour of a t r ansfer at 
the present t ime, th at wou l d  be my assumpt ion , they d id not want it because of 
that reason , they wanted to use every ba rg a in i ng p rocess poss ib l e  in the i r  l and 
c l a im negot iat ions . 

THE C HA I RMAN (M r. Stewa rt): Th ank you. Any fu rther comments of a gener a l  natu re 
on Soc i a l Deve l opment , and the tot a l  budget for th is dep a rtment is $ 16 ,656, 000? 
M r . Ev a l ua rjuk. 

Ru l es And P rocedures , Reg iona l Soci a l Deve l opment Off ices 

M R . EVA L UA R J U K: M r. C h a i rman, I just wanted to ask of the M in ister of Soc i a l  
Deve l opment if there a re d iffe rent reg ions, such as the Keewat in? The one 
off ice in the Baff in reports to F rob ishe r and I w as wonder ing if they h ad 
d ifferent ru l es and p rocedures fo r soc i a l ass istance in d ifferent reg ions? 
have hea rd comp l a ints about soc i a l  wo rke rs, we l fa re off ice rs , and I am wonder ing 
if the re a re d iffe rent ru l es and procedures for d iffe rent reg ions. 

T HE C HA I RMA N  (Mr. Stewa rt): Hon. D ave N icke rson. 

HON . DAVE N I C KERSON: M r . Ch a i rman, there a re un iform ru l es and p rocedures 
l a id out in the Soc i a l Ass ist ance O rd inance and the socia l ass ist ance 
regu l at ions. These app l y  un ive rsa l l y th roughout the Northwest Ter r itor ies. 
The organ i z at ion of the Dep a rtment of Soc i a l Deve l opment is such th at we h ave a 
reg iona l s uper intendent in each of the reg ions ot the Northwest Ter r ito r ies 
so that each soc i a l  wo rke r and we l f a re worker in the sett l ements w i l l report 
d i rect l y  to the reg iona l supe r intendent. We have one for inst ance in R ank in 
In l et to wh ich peop l e  in the Keewat in report and we h ave another one in 
F rob isher Bay to wh ich peop l e  in the Baff in reg ion report . Now , notw ithst and ing 
wh a t  I s a id p rev ious l y  abou t un iver s a l  ru l es and regu l at ions be ing l a id down, 
many of the soc i a l ass ist ance quest ions depend on a subject ive assessment. One 
soc i a l wo rker m ight dec ide fo r inst ance that a cert a in app l icant m ight be 
e l ig ib l e  fo r $ 1 50 a month in soc i a l  ass ist ance and a second one , re l y ing on the 
same facts in h is o r  he r own m ind m ight dec ide that the sum shou l d  be $125. 
Th is assessment of need is d iff icu l t  to do and a l ways subject ive judgment is 
requ i red . S im i l a r l y ,  in ce rta in reg ions the reg iona l super intendent can, 
because of h is own judgment, make soc i a l ass ist ance m aybe a l itt l e  eas ie r  to get 
in one reg ion th an another . We do not rea l l y  l ike to see th is happen ing too 
much, but we do not m ind if it happens a l itt l e  b it because we rea l ize it is 
pr act ic a l l y imposs ib l e  to impose a un ifo rm r ate over the who l e  Northwest 
Ter r itor ies and have to g ive the reg iona l supe r int�ndents and the f ie l d  workers 
a ce rt a in amount of d iscret ion . 

T HE C HA I RMAN (Mr . Stewa rt): Any further comments of a ge rier a l  nature? 
M r . Wh itfo rd . 
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MR. WH ITFOR D: Mr. Chairman, first I have to apologize to the Minister of Social 
Deve l opment in the sense that he was scheduled to go to Fort Reso l ution and I was 
to make the appointment. Unfortunately I got caught up in some other bus i ness 
and forgot to phone. Consequently the M i nister was blasted then by the press , 
or by  the media, and of course I sat back and giggled. Nonetheless I apolog i ze 
for that and perhaps the Minister would accept our apologies. However, I did 
phone later to get it straightened out and it st i ll did not get to the people so 
there was another radio report on it. We are really sorry about this. 
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Money Earned Hunting And Trapping 

The concern that I have got is that some of the communities that we have, 
people there go back to the land to trap or hunt and come back I suppose, in 
this year it was Decem ber, and trade off their fur . Of course, at this time 
they may have made $ 1 000 or some of them made $ 1 200 . Now, the explanations that 
they have g i ven of course is the fact that there are lots of things they had 
to get that they had not got throughout the year because basically they had 
charge accounts when they were not employed or were not out in the bush, and 
when they did go out they did have to buy equipment along with food . · · So, the 
question I am asking the Minister of Social Development i s  this . Is there a 
need really, to cut off welfare totally just because these people have made 
that kind of money, even though they have bills to pay with some of that money 
that they already have in trapping, and also they may not be going back to the 
land after Christmas for quite some time and •they need that money in the community 
to live until they go back on the land? 

HON. DA V E  N I C KE RSON: Mr. Chairman, I do not really know if it is the Member for 
Great Slave North who should do the apologizing for the fiasco at Fort Resolution 
as I think I am equally to blame . May be at this time I should publicly state 
that should I still be welcome in Fort Resolution I would like to go there 
sometime and if the settlement council�ever offers me an invitation I will be 
most pleased to go there . Your question about people trapping, coming back, 
selling a couple of thousand dollars worth of fur, spending this money one way 
or another, sometimes foolishly and sometimes not foolishly, having no money 
left within a short period of time and then going to the welfare officer is a 
problem, it is a problem all over the territories. We know that it ·happens, a 
lot of times the people try and hide it and one of the things a lot of the 
social workers will do when they go into a community is go a round the various 
merchants who deal in fur and find out from them how much fur has been coming in . 
They do not usually ask for names of individuals but they can ge t a rough idea 
of how much money is coming into the community. This can be got around; 
people have been known to travel for literally hundreds of miles to sell the 
furs somewhere else so the welfare officer could not catch them. I think the 
answer to the question is that we must treat each case on its own me rits. 
Sometimes it might be quite true that someone has made a su bstantial amount of 
money and has had to pay off old bills or may be he has spent that money on 
repa 1 r 1 ng his house or something like that, and if they went to the welfare 
worker, the welfare worker might explain the situation to them but say that under 
the circumstances they would s ti l l grant him some welfare . 

What I w o u 1 d l i k e to do , i f I was a soc i a I worker , and i t was my ch o i c e , an d I 
found that somebody had come in from the bush with a lcit  of money, blown it 
all on booze or something like that, I would love to b e  able to say 11 You are 
cut off, right now 1 1

• Now, fortunately for many people in the Northwest 
Territories a lot of the welfare workers are not as hard line as I am, but 
the actual answer to that question is that each case will be dealt with on its 
own merits. 

Welfare Pro blem At Rae 

In Rae we have a little bit of a problem that we do not have maybe in many other 
communities . Rae is pro bably the worst place in the Northwest Territo ries as 
regards welfare. We put an average of about $35,000 a month into Rae and I 
think that is the highest in any of the communities of the Ncirthwest Territo ries . 
We only have two people there, one social worker and one welfare wo rker I 
believe, and these peo ple are probably overworked and pro bably they are not able 
to do as much finding out what goes on and spend as much time with thei r clients 
doing counselling work and that sort of thing as is possi ble in the othe r 
settlements . We deli berately overwork the people in Rae, and p robably they wi 1 1  
come back and ask me for a raise after I have said that, but we do th i s  in a 

· way deli be rately b ecause we feel that we could very easily put 12  social workers 
in Rae . They would find themselves within a period of a few weeks fully employed 



- 1 1 6 -

and probabl y requesting more people in there, but I do not think they would 
really be solving the social problems in Rae because the social problems in 
Rae are directly linked to the lack of opportunity, lack of employment 
opportunities. I would much rather see money spent, say by tre Department of 
Economic Development in building houses, or doing something economically 
useful in Rae and providing the employment and then I feel a lot of the social 
problems would disappear. That is the reason why in Rae we overwork the social 
workers and probably do not provide the same level of service that we do in 
other communities. 

T HE C HA I RMAN ( Mr. Stewart): Mr. Whitford. 

M R. W H IT FO R D: Mr. Chairman, I was not necessarily meaning just Rae, there was 
Rae Lakes, Lac la Martre, Snare Lake and Snowdrift that are in need of the 
social worker quite frequently. I know the burden in Rae alone is enough and 
that is part of the problem, that the other communitie � that I know of that 
have been visited, have not been visited all that much for any length of time. 
I suppose time is what I am really referring to in that they can only go up 
on a Monday, stay a few hours and be in the community and that is a kind of 
concern. As far as the trappers are concerned, and li quor, I can always hide 
behind the fact that we now have prohibition. So to a degree it is helping 
in saving the moneys from the trappers and of course paying bills, etc. , in 
the community although of course some do come to Yellowknife. 

Criteria For Social Workers' Visits 

I was just wondering if in fact the department, through the Minister, was going 
to be abl e to set up some kind of a criterion that would enable the persons 
who are visiting the other communities such as Lac la Martre and Rae Lakes and 
Snare Lake, if they could have a person come out of Yellowkni fe to stay a 
little while to discuss in depth some of the problems because I believe now 
the social workers from Rae are being drafted back into Yellowknife for a 
job and we are concerned as to exactly what is going to happen with Rae and 
Rae Lakes and Snare Lake and Lac la Martre. 

THE C HA IR MAN (Mr. Stewart): Hon . Dave Nickerson. 

HON. DAVE N I C KE RSON: The problem in what we call the Yellowkni fe district, 
which includes of course Yellowknife itself, Rae, Rae Lakes, Lac la Martre and 
Snare Lake, but I guess there is no welfare problem in Snare Lake. It is one 
of the few places in the territories where we do not have that problem. Snowdri ft 
is also included in the Yellowknife district. What we are doing now is making 
a study of this particular district to see how wel fare services or social 
services can be improved somewhat. I think that your criticism that people go 
into places such as Lac la Martre and Ra� Lakes and spend an hour there and 
come out again is a very valid one. Although the volume of business does not 
probably justify having someone there full time, I think it would be a great 
improvement if we could have somebody go and spend a few days there. People 
would then know they are in town and be able to come to them. I think that is 
a suggestion that we have to take very seriously. I am sure that when we have 
completed the study of the supply of services in this area that will probably be 
one of the recommendations that people do stay there for a lon ger period of time . 

Loo king at it from the social workers ' point of view I think that they would 
appreciate that too. Social workers just hate being called welfare ladies. 
They think that the advice that they give and the counselling they give are 
much more important, and a much more important part of their busi ness than the 
actual handing out of welfare cheques. They fi nd . the actual handing out of 
welfare cheques a rather demeaning part of the busine �s and I am sure that from 
their professional point of view they would prefer to have more time at these 
smaller settlements . 
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THE C HA I RMAN (Mr . Stewart): Prior to breaking for coffee I would like your 
direction on a procedural matter . It appears that normally in debate on the 
estimates there is not much need of having the Legal Advisor present at all 
times . I was wondering if you would agree with me that as long as she makes 
herself available on short notice that she does not need to stay here all the 
time . Is that agreed? 

- - -Agreed 

1
1 Available 11 has more than one meaning, Mr . Minister . This committee stands 

adjourned for 15 minutes for coffee. 

-- -S HO RT RE CESS 
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T HE C HA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart) : The Chair recognizes a quorum and calls this 
committee back to order. I had an indication Mr. Lyall wished to speak prior 
to coffee break. 

M R. L YALL: Mr. Chairman , 
has gone somewhere. 

would like to put a question to the Minister but he 

T H E  CHA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): I am sorry. My apologies. I thought the Minister 
was here. We shall reconnoitre and see if we can find him. 

Social Assistance For Pelly Bay 

M R. L YALL: Mr. Chairman , I would like to pose a question to the Minister. In 
view of the fact that your foodstuffs and supplies in Pelly Bay are about three 
times as much as any other settlement in the Cent ral Arctic , I was wondering 
if your field staff have asked you for any increase , i f  there is going to be 
any increase in social assistance to some of the people in Pelly Bay? This 
question has arisen a number of times. I think on our September trip with the 
Commissioner through the Central Arctic this also came up and I would like to 
know if the field staff have said anything to the administration or whether 
you have any indication from the people of Pelly Bay that they would like to have 
the social assistance raised and also up to now the social assistance in Pelly 
Bay has been going up because of lack of work. This is so in all of the Central 
Arctic , people are crying for work and it is getting quite evident there is 
more social assistance needed. 

HON. DA VE  N I C K E RSON: There were a number of questions there. The first one was 
have we received any communication from Pelly Bay. The answer to that is yes , 
we have received a communication from Pelly Bay requesting some form of assistance 
because of the very high food costs in that particular settlement. My initial 
reaction was to tell them to move the settlement to Chantrey Inlet where they 
could get a boat in there but I guess that would be politically unacceptable. 
The reason we have not yet replied to that letter , and this is only a matter of 
a few days delay , is , it was less than a week ago that we received the letter , I 
think. It is my understandin g that when the Commissioner was there he promised 
them some form of subsidy on the air transportation. I do not know whethe r he 
promised them that on a continuing basis or on a once only basis. We a re 
endeavouring to find out what promises were made by the Commissioner befo re we 
reply to that letter. 

The letter did not suggest that we raise welfare rates. It requested a subsidy , 
a transportation subsidy. I could not agree with the Honourable Membe r fo r the 
Central Arctic more , that what we require in the Central A rctic , as indeed we 
do in many other areas of the Northwest Territories , is more work. Rather than 
spend more money on more and more welfare , getting people more and more 
dependent , I would rather see that mon ey used by the Hon. Peter Ernerk to try to 
find ways in which that badly needed employment can be brought into being. 

I do not know , Mr. Chairman , whether the Commissioner happened to be listening 
to my remarks , but he might be in a position to be able to give details on what 
is happening with regard to transportation subsidies into Pelly Bay. 

T H E  C HA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Mr. Commissioner. 

T H E  COMM ISS ION E R: I will have to -look at my notes and my records. We keep 
a very detailed record and have for years of everythin g that happens in 
the meeti ngs and we will see what kind of a question was asked at Pelly Bay and 
w h at k i n d o f a co mm i t men t w a s ma de i n re t u r n . I rec a l l th e s u b j e Ct very we l l . 
Mr. Lyall was with me at the time and perhaps I could come back to you in a 
day or two once I have researched it. 
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THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Mr. Lyal l ,  the Chair recognizes you brought a 
question up under this section of the estimates and we wil l l eave this open 
until the answe r comes in. Wil l that satisfy your requirements? 

M R. L YAL L: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

T HE C HA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Questions of a general nature? 

Difficul ties Faced By Home Owners 

HON. A RNOL D McCA LL UM: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if I coul d have a comment from the 
Minister in terms of the comments I made regarding those peopl e, home owners 
who are l iving in various parts of the Northwest Territories and the difficul ty 
they face today in l iving on fixed incomes in l ight of the increasing high 
util ity costs and other demands made upon that income? I �oul d l ike to see the 
Department of Social Devel opment consider the possibil ity of l ooking into that 
question in order to al l eviate the burden that peopl e al l over the territories 
have who own their own homes and who are retired from non -government careers. 
I indicated at  that time that the usual practice, and I think it is accepted 
by everybody, though not necessaril y acceptabl e, is that government empl oyees 
who retire usual l y  move out of the territories. That is a general ization I 
make that does not necessaril y hol d true in al l cases. Neverthel ess I think 
that those peopl e who are l iving in the North, have l ived in the North who own 
t heir own homes in the North who are retired and l iving on these fixed incomes 
have a difficul ty in not onl y meeting the demands of increased utility costs, 
but other costs they must incur in trying to sustain a l iving . I woul d wonder if 
the Minister woul d l ike to comment as to the possibil ity of l ooking into that 
situation and if he can see the way cl ear as to any kind of assistance or any 
form of assistance that these peopl e coul d receive. I woul d hope the answer 
woul d not be simpl y yes or no. 

HON. DA VE N I C KE RSON: The easy answer is we wil l refer the matter to the 
Executive Committee. I wil l attempt to answer in a l ittl e greater detail. 

HON. A RNOL D McCALL UM: I expected that woul d be the answer, Mr. Chairman. 
Neverthel ess, I real ize the position that it wil l l ikel y come the re but I woul d 
l ike at this time to get some indication from him as the person responsibl e for 
an individual department who woul d then bring something to the E xecutive. 

T HE C HA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Thank you. Hon � Dave Nickerson . 

Ol d Age Pensioners In Fort Smith 

HON. DAVE N I C KE RSON : This question is of s �ecial importance to Fort Sm i th i n  
that His Worship the Mayor there was trying to promote the town as the 
retirement centre for the Northwest Territories. One thing that we have done in 
Fort Smith to try and hel p ol d age pensioners who are al so home owners is to gi ve 
them some form of rel ief from l ocal taxes. We have in Smith agreed to provi de 
50 per cent of the l ocal taxes in respec t of ol d age pensioners who own their 
own homes and l ive in their own home. There are certain restrictions pl aced on 
this. They have to be al so in receipt of the ol d age pension and the guaranteed 
income suppl ement too. That is one area whe re we have already moved to al l eviate 
some of the probl ems of these peopl e .  I know that this wil l not probably sound 
too acceptabl e, but in cases of dire need when ol d peopl e find themsel ves coming 
to us for wel fare on the need side of the audit or the budget that we draw up in 
respect to any person who appl ies for assistance we p µt down another $60 a month 
so that an ol d age pensioner woul d be receiving ar r additional $6Q a month through 
that mechanism. I shoul d maybe qual ify that a bit. There are certain 
restrictions and we use a formul a for determining the actual ftmounts so in some 
cases it might be something l ess · than $60 a month. So far we have not got anything 
specifical l y  other than l ocal tax rel ief specifical l y  designed for retired home 
owners. The Northwest Territories Housing Corporation is studying a proposal to 
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assist home ownership in the No rthwest Te r rito ries. I do not know whethe r they 
have a special plan fo r old age pensione rs o r  not, but this is a p roblem that has 
come up time and time again. We should be encouraging home ownership and, in a 
numbe r  of cases, this is beyond the individual's financial capability. So, it 
is my unde rstanding that the No rthwest Te r rito ries Housing Co rporation is looking 
into this matte r. 

Te r rito rial Supplement To Old Age Pensions 

An o t h e r p r o b l em , o r I s h o u l d n o t s a y II a n o t h e r p r o b l e m 11 , b u t a n o t h e r p r o-p o s e d 
solution that has been put fo rward f rom time to time is that all old age 
pensione rs in the No rthwest Te r rito ries should be given a te r rito rial supplement 
and the figu re usually bandied about is about 25 pe r cent. So, whe re ce rtain 
old age pensione rs say are getting $20 0  a month f rom old age pension and 
guaranteed income supplement he would be entitled to anothe r $5 0 f rom us. This 
would p resumably apply to old age pensioners whethe r o r  not they were residing 
in thei r own home. So, this is something we are looking at, we have not decided 
�ne way o r  the othe r on this and it is p ro bably something which will arise, o r  
will b e  refe r red to the Executive Committee at some time, at which time the 
Hon. A rnold Mc Call um will be able to vote on the matte r himsel f. 

M R .  F RASE R: M r. Chai rman . . .  

T HE CHA I R MAN ( M r. Stewart): M r. F rase r. 

M R. F RASE R: I unde rstand that the Ministe r of Social Assistance said that Fo rt 
Smith was now getting this subsidy, the old age pensione rs , o r  is that 
th roughout the ter rito ries o r  in Fort Smith? Pe rhaps they are thinking of 
reti ring the town. 

HON. DA VE N I C KE RSON: As far as I know it is only being done at Fo rt Smith at 
the p resent time. 

M R. F RASE R: Is Fo rt Smith the only place that has a p roblem in meeting thei r 
requi rements? 

HON. DAVE N I C KE RSON: Does it meet thei r requi rements? 

M R. F RASE R: Is it the only place that has a p ro blem in living and meeting the high 
cost of utilities? 

HON. DA VE N I C KE RSON: It is the only commun ity where the town council has come to 
us with this request. 

M R. F RASE R: Thank you. 

T HE C HA IR MAN ( M r. S tewart): I can assure you, M r. Ministe r, there will be a lot 
to follow. I thought p ro ba bly that Fo rt Smith had been adequately looked afte r 
unde r the museum act because it says 11 p reservation of relics 1 1

• 

HON. DA VE N IC KE RSON: I would point out, M r. Chai rman, that no commitment has 
been made to the town of Fo rt Smith fo r payments othe r than those in respect of 
the 1975 and 1976 fis�al years. We have not given them any gua rantee that this 
is a continuing p rog ram. 

T HE CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Stewa rt): M r. Laffe rty. 

M R. LA F FE RT Y: I would just like to point out one littl e  item that was b rought 
to my attention this mo rning, and something that I was aware of p reviously, but 
in listening to the Ministe r and knowing the effo rt that nas been made by this 
Assem bly and also by Social Development, the depa rtment . . .  
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HON. DA VE N I C KE RSON: Could you please ask the speake r to speak up a l i ttle, I 
can not hea r  what he is saying? 

M R. LAFFE RTY:  Can you hea r  me? 

HON. DA VE N IC KE RSON: Yes. 
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Financial Assistance For Treaty Indian People 

M R. LAFFE RT Y- :  The quest i on that I have is that it had been brought to my 
attent i on in Fort Simpson over the month or so that we do have about ten 
people or so who are also on old age, or near receiving old age security, or b 5  
years of age, who are trappers and liv i ng out in the country ma i ntaining the i r  
traditional ways of life. These people are Ind i an of whom one woman, Mrs . Emily 
George and her husband are both of the age of being legally retired and being 
InJia n  b a nd members were refused by their own Indian band or chief to get any 
assistance to purchase a tent living out in the country. 

No\'; , I do kn'ow that M r s . Georg e has sought some assistance from the department, but 
she told me that she was turned down. I then went and told her to go and see her 
Indian band people because they were responsible in some areas and have some 
money, I believe, although I am not certain of that type of thing, but again she 
was turned down. Subsequently, there were three men in Fort Simpson who bought her 
a tent so she can have some sort of shelter. This per son was also encouraged to 
move into the sen i or residents' home in Fort Simpson and these people have no 
house in �ort Simpson, neither do they have a house out in the country where they 
live, so all they have to l i ve in is the tent and yet these two old people were 
refused assistance . 

I am wondering if the Minister, or any of his officials, are aware of this type of 
thing happening t 0  t reaty Indian pec p l : who are subjected to two types of f inan ­
cial assistance? 

THE C HA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Mr. M i n i ster. 

HON. DAVE N I C KE RSON: If the question was, was I aware of the circumstances in this 
particular case, the answer is no , I was not aware. There is very little I can do 
with regard to a d P r i sion taken by t h �  shief and band council and I obv i ously hav� 
no control over the ir  decisions at all. I have found it very d iff i cult to hear, 
I could not quite understand everything that was said, but is there anything else 
that the quest i oner would like me to answer? 

M R. LAFFE RTY :  Mr. Minister, I just wanted to know if you were aware of this type 
of problem, that some of the Ind i an treaty people, the older people who are the 
only people living off the land around the Fort Simpson area, there are about 
half a dozen treaty Indian people who do live off the land and ma i ntain that 
traditional way  nf l ife and they seem to have a lot of diff iculty getting 
assistance from e i ther the Department of Social Development or from their own band 
people. 

HON. DAVE N I C KE RSON: Thank you very much for adv i s i ng me that th is  type of situa ­
tion exists. I am sure that the departmental offic i als w i ll take that under 
advisement and find out how much of a problem th i s  i s. 

THE C HA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Mr. Pearson . 

Cost Of Providing Suplement To Old Age Pensions 

M R. PEA RSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to make a comment and ask 
the Minister of Social Development a couple of questions , and one is that we 
have heard around this table for some years v i ews expressed, pr imarily by 
Mr. Butters of Inuvik, who has brought up the question of supplements to old 
age pensioners time and time aga i n  and l i ttle, i f  anyth i ng ,  has been done about 
this, and I think that it would be a relat i vely simple matter. We have the 
jurisdiction, we set the policy, we now have a Minister, a Member .of this House, 
and i t  would be a relatively simple matter in the next couple of days for hi s 
departmen t to determine exactly what it would cost to p�ovide such a program. 
I mean, th ere are not great numbers of pensioners in the North, there are some 
obviously and I do no t think a program of subsidizat i on would be that difficult 
to develop and to fund. I thin k that it is essential that such a program be 
establ i shed for pen sioners. 
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T HE C HA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Hon. Dave Nicker son. 

HO N. DAVE N I C KE RSON: Mr . Chairman, I think wherever I have gone thi s probl em ha s 
�r i sen, the need for additional pen sions to be paid. In t �e province s such a s  
Al berta they do have suppl ementary provincial pen sion scheme s� but in Al berta 
they al so have oil and ga s revenues w hich we do  not have in the Northwest 
Territorie s. The an swer that I have given to thi s que stion, when it has ari sen 
in variou s l ocation s in the .Northwe st Territories i s  that I woul d be very pl ea sed 
to make the money avail abl e to pay for thi s out of the fir st oil and ga s revenue s 
accruing to the Governmen t of the Northwe st Territorie s. If we do not get that 
source of funding we have to go to the Trea sury Board and a sk them if they woul d 
see fit to provide the se moneys. Maybe we shoul d go to them again and a sk t fiem 
again if we coul d get thi s money. However, ju st off the top of my head I woul d 
imagine that it woul d cost po s sibl y hal f a mil l ion dol l ar s  a year to . . .  

M R. PEA RSON: Peanuts. 

HON. DAVE N I C KE RSON: Put thi s into effect in the Northwe st Territorie s and, 
a s  an al ternative to going to the Trea sury Board and a sking for more money, if 
thi s committee were to suggest a method of rai sing hal f a million dol l af s  a 
year, perhaps  they woul d l ike to cut out something el se such a s  recreation pro­
gram s and then I woul d be mo s t  pl ea sed to pu sh for suppl ementary pen sion s rather 
than something that the committee fel t wa s not of such a high priority and some­
thing they woul d be prepared to l et g o. 

M R. PEA RSON: Mr. Chairman, I think it woul d be a rel ativel y simpl e matter. 
The Mini ster agree s and al so suggests  a round figure of about hal f a mil l ion 
dol l ar s, peanut s, it woul d not be in the be st intere sts of the Northwe st Territor­
ie s to remove any more money from recrea tion than i s  al ready not there, a rather 
gl ib statement, and I urge the Mini ster to get down to the bu sine s s of determining 
exactl y what it woul d. co st and for thi s Hou se to then go on record and in sist that 
such a program be e stabl i shed. 

HON. ARNO L D  Mc CA L L UM : Hear, hear ! 

The Minister 1 s View s On Correction s 

M R. PEA RSON: Now, what I woul d l ike to say, or I woul d l ike to a sk a coupl e of 
question s of the Mini ster. I wa s concerned about the comment s he made here today 
in hi s addres s, I am concerned about the Minister 1 s att itude on the matter of 
pri son s, on hi s approach to correction s and I wonder if he ha s real l y  given the 
matter any consideration? I real ize that it i s  a new re spon sibil ity for the 
Hon. Dave Nicker son to take on thi s very heavy burden of Social Devel opment a-nd 
al l its program s and ramification s and I do not wish to criticize the man for 
hi s per sonal view s, but I am rather al armed to hear the Mini ster say that he 
cipprove s of the approach by the court s of· l ocking peopl e up in jail s and there ­
fore we mu s t  get bigger jail s to put them in, and more jail s. There i s  a move 
afoot in the we stern worl d today where jail s are being di scounted a s  an approach 
to deal ing with offender s of the l aw. 

There i s  a program underfoot or at l ea st there wa s to my knowl edge acro s s  the 
Northwe st Territorie s of comm �nity invol vement and the word e scape s me and they 
have a technical word for it and I can not recal l it -- diver sion, a diver sion 
program. There wa s a ca se recentl y of a young man who broke into my store and 
demanded to be sent to jail and he d Emanded thi s in court and the judge said 
1
1 Okay, if that i s  what you want, you are going to jail 1 1

• That i s  som ething that 
wil l be of ab sol utel y no benefit to the character in que stion and wi ll serve 
society ab sol utel y no benefit s what soever becau se i t  · wil l co st a for tune to keep 
him there for the three month s he wa s sent there for by the judge. 

So, what I am trying to work out in my mind i s  the Minister 1 s approval of the 
obviou s new trend by the judge in the Northwest Territorie s a s  being har sh, of 
being a 11l ock them up and throw away the key 1

1 attitude. It seem s to me that there 
may be a confl ict between the Mini ster and the phil o sophy of the department which 
he now head s. I woul d l ike a comment on it. 
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Time That Executive Members Spend In Regions 

The other matter is pertinent to all Executive Members of the Legislative 
Assembly and that is that I am alarmed by the lack of time that they seem to 
be spen�ing in the regions. There have been occasions recently when it would have 
been most appropriate if the Minister of Education had visited the Eastern Arcti c. 
I think the Minister of Social Development, any of these people taking on these 
responsibilities, as soon as they assume office should travel to all of the 
regions immediately to make themselves acquainted with what is out there, who 
lives there, where are those places. They have only ever read about them or 
heard about them in this Assembly half the time. Go out to the regions and 
discuss with the regions exactly what is taking place in those areas. I would 
urge the three of them to get out and see where the people really live, the kind 
of country they are responsible for, the largest jurisdictions in the world. 
There is a plane that goes east every week; there is no question about 
communications. It is not necessary for them to sit in an office and start 
doing their thing until they understand a little about the total responsibility 
and just how big this North really is. 

HON. DAVE N I C KERSON: Mr. Chairman, I 

MR. PEARSON: I think I have finished for now. 

HON. DAVE N I C KE RSON: To answer the second point first, Mr. Chairman, 
Mr. Pearson ' s  criticisms are completely without any foundation whatsoever. 
I have been in office now for about six weeks, two of which were Christmas. 
During that time, I have travelled to the following communities: Fort Smith, 
Pine Point, Fort Resolution, Hay River, Enterprise, Fort Providence, Rae, 
Yellowknife, Detah, Inuvik, Tuktoyaktuk, Aklavik and Fort McPherson. Those 
communities would account for probably at least three-quarters of the population 
of the Northwest Territories. Shortly before taking office, I was also, of 
course, in Rankin Inlet, Whale Cove, and Chesterfield Inlet. The only region 
I have not visited so far is the Ba ffin region. It is just physically 
i mpossible to travel that much in so small a space of time. If you were to 
travel continuously, you would never be able to sit down in your office and do 
some actual work or confer with the departmental staff. You know, this type of 
criticism should not be allowed to go without the firmest rebuke because, as I 
said before, it is completely without any foundation whatsoever. 

T HE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Thank you. Would you care to answer the rest of 
the questions, Hon. Dave Nickerson, or would you like time to cool off while 
I ask someone else? 

HON. DAVE N I C KE RSON: I thought some of the other Executive Members would like to 
speak to Mr. Pearson ' s  comments too. 

HO N. A RNO L D  McCALL UM: Mr. Chairman, I certainly would. I have been in all 
regions, maybe not as often as it would be nice to have been, but I have been 
in all regions during the time and not in all communities. I have certainly been 
from Tuktoyaktuk to Pine Point, Fort Resolution in the West and in the East I 
have been within the Keewatin to at least seven or eight different communities 
as well as communities in the Frobisher, Baffin region. 

M R. PEARSON: Mr. Chairman . . .  

HON. PETER E RNE R K: Mr. Chairman, having been criticized for not visiting any of 
the communities in the Northwest Territories I would also like to defend myself . 
When I was first appointed Minister of t he Department of Social Developmen t I 
made a point of going over to Inuvik and talking to the various members of the 
department. I went to Aklavik and I also went to For f  Smith earlier this summer. 
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I went to Hay River and had a chat with the Honourable Member from Hay River. 
I also went to my own constituency, the Keewatin region. However, when I went 
over to Frobisher Bay some months ago an d asked the Honourable Member from 
Frobisher Bay to spend some time with me I felt at that time that the Honourable 
Member from Frobisher Bay di d not have anything to say to me other than 1

1 What 
the hell are you doing here? 1 1  

DEPUTY  CO M M ISS IONE R PA R KE R: What were you doing there? 

HON. PETE R ERNE R K: Anyhow, Mr. Chairman, I shoul d say that after the Legislative 
Assemb l y  session I hope to be visiting each of the four regions in the Northwest 
Territories. 

MR. PEARSON: Hear, hear! 

HON. PETER E RNE R K: Thank you very much. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): I strongly suspect Mr. Pearson i,s practising for 
the coming roast. 

MR. PEARSON: I feel very strongly. All I can suggest is obviously the Minister 
of E ducation must be related to the will-0 1 -the-wisp because I have never known 
him to be in Frobisher since he has been in office an d he certainly never made 
his presence known or felt nor have there ever been any discussions in the 
community with him on the matter he is responsible for. Had there been some 
discussion, he might have learned something. 

HON. ARNO L D  Mc CA L L UM: I recall getting a con ducte d tour around F robisher with 
the Honourable Member doing the con ducting on a bloody bus. His memory is very 
short. 

T HE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): I think there has been enough time wasted 
practising for the roast. 

M R. PEARSON: Methinks they protest too much. 

T HE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Stewart): Mr. Fraser. 

. . 
. .  . . 
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U n emp l oym e n t  I n s u r a n ce F o r S e a s o n a l  Wo r k e r s  

M R . F R A S E R : L e t  u s  g e t o f f  t h e  h e a t  n ow h e r e  f o r  a w h i l e .  I h a v e  a q u e s t i o n 
f o r  t h e  M i n i s t e r  w h i c h r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n t h a t M r . L a f f e r ty a s k e d h i m . 
I h a v e  h a d  a c o u p l e o f  c o m p l a i n t s i n  my c o n s t i t u e n cy a b o u t  p e o p l e w h o  h a v e  
w o r k ed s e a s o n a l l y  a l l s u mm e r  f o r  f o u r  mo n t h s  a n d  c a n  n o t  d r aw u n em p l oym e n t  
i n s u r a n c e  a nd a r e o n  s o c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e . I j u s t  w o nd e r i f  t h e r e  i s  a ny w ay 
w e  c a n  l o o k  i n to  t h i s i n  Y e l l ow k n i f e a n d  f i n d  o u t  w hy  t h ey c a n  n o t  d r aw 
u n em p l oym e n t  i n s u r a n c e . I f  t h ey h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g f o r  f o u r  mo n th s , t h ey s ho u l d 
b e  e n t i t l e d t o  s o m e  u n em p l oym e n t  i n s u r a n c e  b u t  t h ey a r e o n  s o c i a l a s s i s t a n c e . 

T H E C HA I R MA N ( M r .  S t ew a r t ) :  H o n . D a v e  N i c k e r s o n .  

H O N . D A V E  N I C KE R S O N : U n em p l oym e n t  i n s u ra n c e  i s  r u n  by t h e U n em p l oy m e n t  I n s u r a n c e  
C o mm i s s i o n w h i c h , o f  c o u r s e , i s  a b r a n c h  o f  t h e  f ed e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  I t  i s  n o t  
r e a l l y  o u r  r e s po n s i b i l i ty ,  b u t  o u r  o f f i c e r s  w i l l  h e l p t n  t h e s e c i rc ums t a n c e s . 
S ay  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  i t  i s  s om e b o dy w h o i s  u n a b l e  t o  w r i t e  o r  d o e s  n o t  k n ow  
w h e r e  t o  go  to  f i n d  o u t  t h i s  ty p e  of  i n fo rma t i o n , o u r  f i e l d o f f i c e r s  w i l l  h e l p 
t h e s e p e o p l e .  A t  t h e l a s t  r e c k o n i n g t h e  n e a r e s t U ne m p l oym e n t  I n s u ra n c e  C omm i s s i o n 
o f f i c e  w a s  t o  my k n ow l e d g e  i n  E dm o n to n . I d o  n o t  k n ow w h e t h e r  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  
ch a n g ed o r  n o t . I a m  a d v i s e d ,  M r . C h a i rm a n , t h a t n o w  t h e  M a n p ow e r  o f f i c e  i n  
Y e l l ow k n i f e  i s  a l s o  a n  U n e m p l oym e n t  I n s u r a n c e  C omm i s s i o n o f f i c e  s o  t h a t wo u l d 
b e  t h e  p l a c e  t o  g o  t o  f i n d  o u t w hy t h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e a p p a r e n t l y  u n a b l e t o  g e t 
u n em p l oym e n t  i n s u r a n c e . 

M R . F RAS E R :  T h ey h a v e  a p p l i e d fo r i t  a n d  c om p l e t e d  t h e i r t e rm  o f  em p l oym e n t  i n  
O c to b e r a n d  u p  t o  J a n u a ry t h ey k ee p  s en d i n g  t h em b a c k  l e t t ers . N o th i n g h a s b e e n  
d o n e  s o  I t h i n k  w e  o u g h t  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g .  

H O N . D A V E  N I C K E R S O N : A s  I s a i d b e fo r e , o u r  f i e l d o f f i c e r s  a r e aw a r e  o f  t h i s  
p r o b l e m .  I p e r s o n a l l y  a m  aw a r e  t h a t I h a v e  a n u m b e r  o f  my c o n s t i t u e n t s  c o m i n g  
t o  m e  w i t h  l e t t e r s  o f  o n e  k i n d  o r  a n o t h e r f rom  t h e  U n em p l oyme n t  I n s u ra n c e  
C o mm i s� i o n  a n d  t h ey j u s t  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a nd  w h a t  i t  s ay s  i n  t h e  l e t t e r . V e ry 
o f t e n  i t  i s  a s i m p l e m a t t er t o  r e c t i fy .  O u r f i e l d  o f f i c e r s a r e  r eq u i r e d  by u s  
t o  d o  t h i s ,  t o  h e l p p e o p l e ,  t o  a s s i s t  t h em a n d I a m  s u r e  t h a t  a s  a re s u l t o f  
w h a t y o u  h a v e  s a i d  w e  w i l l  e m p h a s i z e t h i s t o  t h em a n d  ma k e  s u r e  t h a t  t h ey k n ow 
t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i ty .  

M R . F RAS E R : I n  a l o t o f  c a s e s , M r . C h a i rma n ,  i f  y o u r s o c i a l  w o r k e r a o e s  a r o u n d  
t o  t h e  d i ffe r e n t c omm u n i t i e s i n s t e a d  o f  j u s t  i s s u i n q w e l f a r e  c h e a u e s - · s h e c o u l d 
may b e  a s k  a few q u e s t i o n s . 1

1 H a v e y o u  w o r k e d f o r  t h e l a s t  two y ea rs ? 1 1  o r  1 1 W h e re 
h � v e  y o u  b e e n  w o r k � n g ? 1 1 a n d  g e t  i n fo rm a t i o n  f r om  t h e  i n d i v i d u a 'l a n d may b e  h e l p 
h i m  ma k e  o u t  a c l a i m  f o r  u n emp l oy me n t  i n s u r a n c e . I t - w o u l d p r o b a b l y  h e l o  l o w e r  
t h e s o c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e . 

H O N . DA V E  N I C K E R S O N : I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h ey w i l l  do  t h i s  i f  r e q u e s t e d . 
T h i s  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  h a v i n g  p e o p l e t h e r e  i n  t h e f i r s t p l a c e . 

M R . F RA S E R : W hy i f  r e q u e s t e d ?  W hy d o  t h ey n o t d o  i t ? I f  t h ey a r e s o c i a l  
w o r k e r s , t h ey s h o u l d h a v e  a l l t h i s  i n fo rma t i o n . 

H O N . D AV E N I C K E R S O N : I f  t h ey a re r e q u e s t e d  by  t h e p e r s o n  w h o  wa n t s i t  d o n e .  

M R . F RA S E R :  T h ey a r e  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  i f  h e  w a s  em p l oye d o r  n o t . 
H e  h a s  t o  a s k  t h em ,  i s  t ha t  r i g h t ?  I f  t h ey a r e d o i n g  t h e i r w o r k , i f  t h e  s o c i a l  
w o r k e r s a r e d o i n g t h e i r w o r k  r i g h t ,  t h ey s h o u l d a s k  t h a t i n fo rm a t i o n  r i g h t aw ay , 
a s k  t h e  g uy i f  h e  i s  w o r k i n g  o r  i f  h e  i s  e n t i t l e d . t o  a ny  o t h e r b e n e f i t s  b e f o r e  
i s s u i n g t h e  w e l fa r e  c h eq u e . 
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S o u rc e s  O f  I n c o m e  I n v e s t i g a t e d  By S o c i a l  Wo r k e r s  

H O N . DAV E N I C K E R S O N : T h ey m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  do  t h a t  b e f o re t h ey i s s u e  we l f a r e . 
W e  f i n d  o u t a l l t h e s o u rc e s  o f  i n c o m e  o r  p o t e n t i a l  s o u rc e s  i n  i n c om e  s o  t h e  
f i r s t  t h i n g t h a t  h a p p e n s  i f  s o m eb ody  c om e s  u p  t o  t h e o f f i c e  o f  t h e w e l fa re  
w o r k e r  o r  t h e  w e l fa r e  wo r ke r  g o e s  o u t  t o  me e t  them  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  i s  to f i n d  
o u t  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h ey a r e e l i g i b l e  f o r  u n em p l oym e n t  i n s u ra n c e . W e  w o u l d 
m u c h  r a t h e r  s p e n d  f e d e r a l  mo n ey t h a n  o u r  o w n . 

M R . F R A S E R :  T h a n k y o u . 

T H E C H A I RMAN  ( M r . S t ew a r t ) : M r . B u t t e r s . 

M R . B UJT E RS : M r . C h a i rma n , my g o o d f r i e n d  f rom  a c ro s s  t h e  A r c t i c h a s  b e e n  u r g i n g 
m e  o n  t o  g e t  i n to t h e  f ray o n  t h i s  o n e ,  b u t  I h a v e  b e e n  w a i t i n g u n t i l w e  g o t  t o  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i t em  i n  d e t a i l . M y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g i s  t h e  g e h e r a l  c omm � n t s  w e r e  
b e i n g m a d e  t o  t h e  d e p a rtm e n t  a n d  i t  s e em s  we  h a v e  n o t  g o t i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l o f  
s o c i � l w e l f a r e· s o  I w i l l  a d d r e s s  my s e l f t o  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  ma t t e r  a t  t h i s  t i m e 
a n d  t h e n  o n c e  a g a i n  b r i n g  i t  u p  w h e n  we  g e t f u r t h e r  o n . 

I n o t e d  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  t h e  M i n i s t e r ' s c ommen t s  a n d  h i s w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  p r o v i d e t h i s  
s u b s i dy .  H e  a s k e d u s  i f  w e  w o u l d i n d i c a t e  t o  h i m  w h e r e  t h i s  m o n ey c o u l d b e  f o u nd 
a n d h e  w o u l d  j u s t  j u m p  a t  t h e  c h a n c e . W e l l , t h e  f o rm u l a  w a s  p r o v i d e d  t h i s  mo r n i n g  
i n  h i s _ s pe e c h  w h e n h e  c o n d em n ed t he s e  ma s s i v e ,  o v er b l ow n , b l o a t e d  b u r e a u c r a c i e s ,  
o n e  o f  w h i c h h e  i s  n ow a m emb e r . I a m  g o i n g  to  s u g g e s t t h a t i f  y o u  f r e e z e 5 0  
p o s i t i o n s  y o u  h a v e  $ 1 . 7 5 m i l l i o n ,  s o  I w i l l  b e  m a k i n g  a mo t i o n  i n  fo rma l s e s s i o n 
t o  f r e e z e  a l l p o s i t i o n s  a n d  g o  i n t o  a u s t e r i ty b e c a u s e I t h i n k  w e  s ho u l d b e  s o  
d o i n g . T h e  M i n i s t e r , M r . C ha i rma n ,  a s k e d  w h e r e  t h e  m o n ey  w o u l d b e  f o u n d  a n d  I a m  
j u s t  t e l l i n g  h i m  w h e r e  t h e  mo n ey w i l l  b e  f o u n d . 

I w o u l d l i k e t o  p u rs u e  a m a t t e r  t h a t  my c o l l e a g u e f ro m  M a c k e n z i e G r e a t  B e a r  
r a i s e d a n d  t h a t  w a s  t h i s  s u b s i dy a l l o w a n ce . I w a s  t a l k i n g  w i t h  H o n . Da v i d S e a r l e 
a t  t h e  mom e n t  a n d  I m i s s e d t h e p o i n t b u t  i t  s eem s  t o  m e  t h a t F o r t  S m i t h , p e o p l e 
i n  F o r t  S m i t h , p e n s i o n e r s  i n  F o r t S m i t h  a r e g e t t i n g  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d a s u b s i dy 
a l l owa n c e  o f  $ 6 0  a m o n t h . I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  re p o r t  w a s t h a t  pe o p l e i n  F o r t  S m i t h  
a r e t h e  o n l y  o n e s  w h o  h a v e  r eq u e s t e d  i t .  

C ompa r i s o n  O f  P e n s i o n s B e tw e e n  Y u k o n  A n d  N . W . T .  

I d o  n o t  k n ow w h e t h e r  t h i s w a s  t h e a n sw e r  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I w o u l d l i ke t o  h a v e  f r om  
t h e  s t a f f m em b e r s , M r . T o r r a n c e ' s  d e p a r tm e n t ,  a c om pa r i s o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  mo n ey s  
a v a i l a b l e  to  pe n s i o n e r s  l i v i n g i n  t h e  Y u k o n  u n d e r  t h e a l l ow a n ce s  a n d fe d e r a l ­
p e n s i o n s  a n d  s u p p l eme n t s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h em , a n d  t h e m o h ey s  � a i l a b l e  t o  
p e n s i o n e r s  l i v i n g i n  t h e  Y u k o n , o r  r a t h e r  i n t h e  N o r t hwe s t  T e r r i t o r i e s , w i t h  t h e  
f e d e r a l pe n s i o n s u p p l em e n t s  a n d  t h e  w e l f a r e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  $ 6 0  w h i c h t h e  
H o n . P e t e r  E r n e r k  me n t i o ne d  i n  t h i s  H o u s e ,  I t h i n k  a y ea r  a g o . S o , I wo u l d 
l i k e to  s e e a c o m p a r i s o n  t o  s e e t h e  do l l a r s i n  p e n s i o n s  t h a t  t h e  No r t hw e s t  
T e r r i t o r i e s  c a n  g e t  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  to t h e  p e n s i o n s  i n  t h e  Y u k o n  a n d  i f  t ha t  co u l d 
b e  r e a dy fo r m e  w h e n  w e  c o m e  i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  o n  p e n s i o n s . 

T H E  C H A I RMAN  ( M r .  S t ew a r t ) : T h a n k  y o u . M r . M i n i s t e r . 

H O N . D A V E N I C KE RS O N : W e  c a n h a v e t h a t  i n f o rma t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  a l m o s t  i mm e d i a t e l y  
f o r  B r i t i s h  C o l u mb i a ,  S a s k a t c h ew a n ,  M a n i t o b a  a n d  i n  N o v a  S c o t i a b u t  I a m  a f ra i d  
w e  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  Y u k o n . W e  c o u l d p ro b a b l y  g e t t h e  Y u k o n  a l s o  a n d  w e  c o u l d h a v e  
t h i s  a v a i l a b l e w h e n  t h i s  i t em  c om e s u p  f o r  d e ta i l e d d i s c u s s i o n .  

M R . B U T T E RS : I m i g h t  m e n t i o n  t h e  Y u k o n  i s  m o r e  i ip o r ta n t  b e c a u s e  a s  a t e r r i t o ry 
t h ey l a b o u r  u nd e r  t h e  s a m e  f i s c a l  r e s t ra i n t s  a s  w e  d o  a n d  · h a v e  a l e g i s l a t u r e  v e ry 
s i m i l a r to  o u r s a n d  i t  w a s  a s  a r e s u l t o f  t h e a b i l i ty o f  t h e  .Y u ko n  l e g i s l a t u re 
s o me  f o u r  y e a r s  a g o  to  d e v e l o p s u p p l eme n ta ry a l l ow a n c e s , n o t  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  $ 6 0  o f  
w e l fa re  b u t ,  a n  e n t i t l e m e n t  o f  s u p p l e m e n t a ry a l l ow a n c e  d e v e l o p e d  by t h e  Y u k o n  
c h a m b e r  f o r  p e n s i o n e r s  l i v i n g  i n  t h a t  t e r r i t o ry a n d  I w o u l d l i ke t o  s e e t h a t  
c om p a r i s o n . 
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T H E C H A I RMAN  ( M r . S t ew a r t ) : T h a n k  y o u . H o n . D a v i d S e a r l e .  

H O N  . DAV  I D  S E A R L E : M r  . C h  a i rm a n , I w o u 1 d 1 i k e t o  j u s  t s p e a  k a s w e  1 1 a b o u t  t h e  
n e e d  fo r a p e n s i o n s u p p l e m e n t . I t  s e e m s  t o n e  t h a t  i f  y o u  a r e y o u n g a n d  
a b l e - b o d i e d  y o u  a re e n t i t l e d i n  t h i s d ay a n d  a g e  t o  s o c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  
u n e m p l oyme n t  i n s u ra n c e . 

M R . P EA RS O N : O r  b o t h . 

H O N . DAV I D  S EA R L E :  O r  b o t h , a t  l e v e l s  t h a t  a re s u b s t a n t i a l l y  h i g h e r  t h a n i f  y o u  
a r e a p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  s p e n t  y o u r  l i f e t i m e b u i l d i n g  t h i s  c o u n t ry , c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  i t  
a t  a t i me w h e n i t  w a s  t r u-ly p ro d u c t i v e a n d y e t  w h e n  y o u  b e c om e  o l d a n d  o f  n o  u s e  
a ny l o n g e r  w e  l e g i s l a t o r s  s ee m  t o  j u s t i fy t h e  d i s c a rd i n g  o f  t h o s e  p e o p l e ,  a n d 
by t h a t  I m e a n t h e  l e g i s l a to r s  i n  pa r l i a m e n t a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  p ro v i n c i a l h o u s e s , 
a n d t h a t  t h e n  j u s t i f i e s  p ay i n g  b a re l y  a s u b s i s t e n c e  a l l ow a n ce t o  t h o s e  p e o p l e .  
I n  t h a t w e  a r e i n , i t  s ee m s , a s o c i a l i s t c o u n t ry m a r c h i n g g a i l y  d ow n  t h e  r o a d  
fo l l ow i n g  G re a t  B r i t a i n i n to  d i s a s t e r , i t  s e em s  t o  m e  t h a t  i f  t h a t i s  t h e  p a t h  
w e  a r e o n , u n fo r t u n a te l y , w e  s h o u l d p u t  o u r  p r i o r i t i e s a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  c o r re c t 
o r d e r . F o r  my ow n p a r t  I h a v e  a l w ay s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t we  s h o u l d m a ke s u re t h a t  o u r  
e l d e r l y  c a n  l i v e o u t  t h e i r l a s t  f ew y e a r s  i n  a s t a t e  o f  r e s p e c t a n d  d i g n i ty .  

M R . P E A R S O N :  H e a r ,  h e a r ! 

H O N . DAV I D  S E A R L E : I d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  c u r re n t l y  t h e  c a s e  i n  C a n a d a a s  a w h o l e .  
I t h i n k  t h a t  i f  my c o l l e a g u e d o e s  s om e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  h e  s ay s  h e  i s  g o i n g  t o  d o , 
w h i c h i s  to  s c r u t i n i z e  c a re fu l l y  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  s o c i a l  a s s i s ta nc e , 
a n d ma k e  s u r e t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  o n l y  n e e d  i t  g e t  i t ,  t h e re may b e  s ome way  t h a t 
e n o u g h  m o n ey c a n  b e  s a v e d t h e r e s o  t h a t o u r  e l d e r l y c a n  b e  a s s i s te d , p e o p l e w h o  
a re t r u l y  i n  n e e d . 

L ow e r  N u m b e r  O f  Re t i r e d  P e r s o n s  

I k n ow c e r ta i n l y  i n  Y e l l ow k n i fe ,  t h e  N o r t h  h e re ,  a n d  I a m  n o t  s p e a k i n g  f o r  t h e  
s e t t l em e n t s , b u t  h e re a t  l e a s t  w e  do  n o t  h a v e  p r o b a b l y  t h e  s am e  r a t i o o f  p e r s o n s  
re t i r i n g  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  a n d s t ay i n g  h e re  a s  w e  d o  i n  s o u t h e r n C a n a d a . M o s t 
pe o p l e ,  o r  a l o t o f  t h em s e em  w h e n  t h ey c om e  o f  re t i reme n t  a g e  s e em  to  mo v e  
s o u t h w h e r e  t h e  c l i ma t e i s  a l i t t l e b e t t e r , a n d I am n o t  t a l k i n g  o f  n a t i v e  
n o r t h e r n e r s  b u t  o f · w h i t e  w h o  c a me  h e re  a n d h a v e  s p e n t  a l l o f  t h e i r w o r k i n g  y e a r s  
h e r e  a n d t h e r e f o re I w o u l d g u e s s , a n d i t  i s  o n l y  a g u e s s , t h a t  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  
m i g h t  s h ow  a l ow e r  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s re t i r i n g , c e r ta i n l y  i n  t h i s  a r e a , i n  t h e  
Y e l l ow k n i f e  a r e a , h e r e  t h a n  w o u l d b e  t h e c a s e  p e r  c a p i t a  e l s ew h e r e . I wo u l d b e  
i n t e r e s t e d  t h e re f o re i n  a s u r v ey b e i n g  d o n e t o  de t e rm i n e  j u s t  h ow m a ny e l d e r l y 
w e  h a ve a n d  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h e re f o r e o f  w h a t  i t  w o u l _d a c t u a l l y  c o s t to p a y  a 
d�ce n t  p e n s i o n  s u p p l em e n t  

M R . P E A RS O N : H e a r ,  h e a r !  

H O N . DAV I D  S EA R L E :  . . .  b e a r i n g  i n  m i n d  t h e  h i g h e r  c o s t o f  l i v i n g i n  t h i s  
t e r r i t o ry an d ,  a t  t h e  s am e  t i me , I w o u l d e n co u r a g e  t h e  a p p r o a c h  a s  o u t l i n e d  by  
t h e  H o n . D� v e  N i c ke r s o n  of  c u t t i n g  off  t h e  y o u n g a b l e - b o d i e d - pe rs o n  w ho  d i d n o t  
n e e d  i t ,  g e t t i n g  h i m  o u t ,  wo r k i n g , w h e t h e r  i t  b e  o n  a s a l a ry o r  o n  a t r a d i t i o n a l  
way  o f  l i f e .  T h e  e x a c t  m e a n s  o f  h o w  t h i s i s  d o n e o f  c o u r s e  h a s  t o  b e  l e f t  u p  
t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  a n d  h i s d e p a r tm e n t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d s ta r t f i r s t  w i t h  a 
d e te rm i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a g n i t u d e , t h a t  i s  t h e  n u m b e r s , o f  p e n s i o n e r s , w i t h  a 
re c omm e n d a t i o n  a s  t o  w h a t  a d e c e n t  s u p p l eme n t  wo u l d b e  s o  t h a t  we  k n ow w h a t  t h e  
c o s t w o u l d b e  a nd t h e n  a p p l y  o u r m i n d s  t o  t h e  s o l u t i o n .  

M R .  P E A RS O N : R i g h t . 

H O N . DAV I D  S EA R L E : I w o u l d e n c o u r a g e  t h a t  t h a t s o r t  o f  ex am i n a t i o n  b e  d o n e  a n d 
b e  d o n e  q u i c k l y  b e c a u s e  I a m  a s h am e d , I am  a s h a me d a t  t h e  way we  s e em  t o  b e  
p re p a r e d  t o  l e t o u r  e l de r l y  s u b s i s t a n d  I d o  n o t  t h i n k t h a t  t h a t  i s  m u c h  _ o f  a 



- 1 2 9 -

r ew a r d f o r  t h o s e  p e o p l e w h o  h a v e  m a d e  t h i s  n a t i o n  w h a t  i t  i s  i n  v i ew o f  t h e  way  
w e  s e e m  to  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  w a t c h  i t  g o  d ow n  t h e  t u b e . T h ey s ho u l d a t  l e a s t  s h a re 
i n  t h e  v a s t  e x p e n d i t u r e  f o r  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s t h a t  i s  b e i n g p u m p e d  o u t  i n t o  t h i s  
e c o n omy o f  o u r s . 

TH E C H A I RMA N ( M r .  S tew a r t ) :  T h a n k  y o u ,  H o n . D a v i d S e a r l e .  H o n . D a v e  N i c ke rs o n 
w o u l d y o u  a r e t o  c omme n t  o n  t ha t  a t  a l l ?  

F i g u r e s  C o n c e r n i ng O l d Age  P e n s i o n e r s  F o r  N e x t  S e s s i o n 

H O N . DAV E N I C KE R S O N : I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  s u g g e s t i o n , M r . C h a i rma n ,  a n d  
I t h i n k t h a t  mo s t  o f  t h e  i n fo rm a t i o n  c o u l d b e  o b t a i n e d fa i r l y  re a d i l y  a n d  w e  
w o u l d b e  a b l e t o  c o m e  u p  w i t h  t h e  f i g u re s  fo r t h e  n u m b e r s  o f  o l d a g e  p e n s i o n e r s  
i n  t h e  N o r t hwe s t  T e r r i t o r i e s , a n d t h e amo u n t  o f  d o l l a r s t h a t m i g h t  b e  r e q u i r e d  
t o  g i ve t h e m  s u p p l eme n t a ry p e n s i o n s by th e t i me o f  t h e n ext s e s s i o n  o f  t h i s  
L e g i s l a t u r e .  

TH E C HA I RMA N ( M r .  S tew a r t ) : A s  a c o mm e n t  f ro m  t h e  C h a i r ,  I c e r t a i n l y  a g re e  s t r o n g l y  
w i t h  w h a t  H o n .  D a v i d S e a r l e s a i d .  H owe v e r ,  I w o u l d n o t  l i k e t o  l ay t h e  b l ame  f o r  
t h e  c o u n t ry t h e w ay i t  i s ,  j u s t  t o  b l a me i t  o n  t h e  o l d pe o p l e ,  I t h i n k w e  h a v e 
m u c k e d  i t  u p .  

H O N . DA V I D  S E A R L E : T h a t  i s  w h a t  s a i d .  

TH E C H A I RMA N ( M r .  S tew a rt ) : M r . E v a l u a rj u k . 

M R . E V A L U A RJ U K :  M r . C h a i rm a n ,  I t h i n k t h a t  a s  a M emb e r  i n  1 9 7 5  w he n  w e  w e n t  t o  
B r a b a n t  L o d g e  we  ta l k e d  a b o u t  t h i s s u b j e c t  a nd w e  a g r e e d  s om e t h i ng w o u l d h a v e  t o  
b e  d o n e  a b o u t  i t .  T h e  co u n c i l s  i n  t h e  c ommu n i t i e s s h o u l d b e  m a de  aw a re o f  t h i s  
p r o b l e m a s  w e  h a v e  ta l k e d  a b o u t  i t  b u t  s o c i a l  w e l fa re w o r k e r s  s e em  t o  d o  t h e i r 
j o b  w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e a n d  m o r e  a b l e - b o d i e d  p e o p l e a r e re c e i v i n g  
m o r e  w e l f a r e  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e w h o  a re m o r e  i n  n e e d  h a v e b e e n  re f u s e d  s o me t i m e s . 
N ow , w e  w a n t  t h e  c ommu n i ty c o u n c i l s  t o  h ea r  a b o u t  t h i s  a n d  g i v e t h e i r v i ew s  o n  
t h i s . 

TH E C HA I RMA N  ( M r .  S tewa r t ) : H a v e  y o u  a ny c omme n t  t o  ma k e  H o n . Da v e  N i c ke r s o n ?  

H O N . DAV  E N I C K E R  S O N  : P e  r h a p s y o  u w i l l r e  c a  l l t h i s a f t e r n o  o n i n my s p e e  c h i n 
r e p l y  t o  t h e  C omm i s s i o n e r ' s O p e n i n g  A d d re s s  I b ro u g h t  t h i s  s u b j e c t u p .  I t  i s  
q u i t e t r u e  t h a t  a t  B ra b a n t  L o d ge t h i s b o dy i n d i c a te d  t h a t  t h ey w a n te d  r e al 
c o n t r o l  o f  s o c i a l  p ro g ra m s  a t  t h e  c o mm u n i ty l e v e l . I p e r s o n a l l y  a g re e 
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  w i t h t h i s a n d  i n d e e d  t h i s  i s  o n e  o f  my a re a s  o f  t o p  p r i o r i ty .  

T h e  g o v e r n me n t  o f  t h e N o r t hw e s t T e r r i t o r i e s , a t  t h e  re q u e s t o f  t h i s  L e g i s l a t u r e , 
i s  a d d r e s s i n g i t s e l f s e r i o u s l y  t o  t h i s  p ro b l e m  ra i s e d  a g a i n by M r . E v a l u a rj u k .  
W h a t  we  w i l l  d o  i s  t o  w o r k  o u t  a s y s t e m  w h e r e by  a m u n i c i pa l i ty ,  a h a m l e t , a v i l l a g e  
o r  a t ow n , e tc . , a t  t h e i r o p t i o n , b e c a u s e  we  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  fo r c e t h i s  o n  a nyo n e , 
c a n ,  o r  w i l l  b e  a b l e  to , t a k e  o n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i ty f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t ra t i o n  o f  
s o c  i a l a s s  i s t a n c e p r o g ra m s  . A s  I s a i d i n my s p e e  c h  t o d ay I f e l t . t h  a t w e re t h  i s 
t o  b e  d o n e p e o p l e wo u l d  t a k e  a m u c h  mo r e  r e s p o n s i b l e a t t i t u d e towa rd s  t h e  u s e  o f  
t h e  t a x p aye r s ' m o n ey fo r s o c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e p u r po s e s  a n d  i t  w o u l d a l s o  a l l ow 
e a c h  m u n i c i p a l i ty t h a t  t o o k u p  t h i s  o p t i o n  t o  u s e  a l i t t l e b i t m o r e  f l ex i b i l i ty 
a n d may b e  d e s i g n t h e  s y s t e m  to  r e f l e c t  t h e  l o c a l  n e e d s  m o r e  t h a n  i s  p o s s i b l e  a t  
p r e s e n t . T h i s  i s  s om e t h i n g  w e  w a n t  t o  d o ,  a n d  w a n t  t o  d o  v e ry m u c h , a n d a s  
q u i c k l y  a s  po s s i b l e ,  b u t  t h e r e a r e a n u m b e r  o f  t e c h n i c a l  r e a s o n s  w hy w e  c a n n o t  
d o  i t  a l l a t  o n c e . I t  w o u l d b e  v e ry n i c e  t o  s ay 1

1we  w i l l  c h a n g e  t h e  o r d i n a n c e  
a n d i t  w i l l  g o  i n t o e f fe c t  t omo r r ow 1 1  b u t  u n fo rt u n a te ly w e  c a n  n o t  d o  t h a t  ma i n l y  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  C a n a d a  A s s i s t a nc e  P l a n  A g r e em e n t  t h a t w � a n d a l l  o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s  
h a v e e n t e r e d  i n to w i t h  t h e  f e d e ra l g o v e r n me n t . T h i s  i s  t h e  a g reeme n t  u n d e r w h i c h  
f u n d s  a r e a d v a n c e d  from  t h e  f e d e r a l g o v e r n me n t  t o  o u r s e l v e s  f- o r s o c i a l  a s s i s ta n c e  
a n d  o t h e r  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  p ro g r am s . Wh a t  we  h a v e  to  d o  i s  to  ma k e  � u re t h a t t h e  
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s y s tem  w e  d e v i s e  i s  i n  c om p l i a n ce w i t h  t h e  C a n a d a  A s s i s t a n c e  P l a n  r e g u l a t i o n  a n d  
s o  i t  w i l l  p ro b a b l y t a k e  s om e  t i m e  u n t i l w e  · c a n  g e t  a l l o f  t h i s  w o r k e d  o u t  i n  a 
m a n n e r  t h a t  i s  a c c e p ta b l e u n d e r  t h e C a n a d a  A s s i s t a n c e  P l a n .  

T H E C H A I RMAN  ( M r . S tewa r t ) : I n  v i ew o f  t h e  h o u r s h a l l I r e p o r t  p r o g re s s ?  I s  i t  
a g re e d ?  

- - - A g re e d  

M R . B U T T E R S : May  my n a m e  b e  f i r s t o n  t h e  l i s t n e x t  t i me a ro u n d ?  

T H E  C H A I RMAN ( M r . S tew a r t ) : Y o u r  h a n d  i s  u s u a l l y  u p  t h e re s o  f a s t  I a m  s u re 
y o u  w i l l  g o  f i r s t  b u t  I w i l l  m a r k y o u  d ow n  fo r f i r s t t o mo r r ow . 

M R .  S P EA KE R :  M r . S te w a r t . 

R e p o r t  o f  t h e  C o mm i t te e  o f  t h e  W h o l e o f  B i l l  3 - 6 1 , A p p r o p r i a t i o n  O r d i n a n ce , 
1 9 7 7 - 7 8  

M R . S T EW A RT : M r . S p e a k e r , y o u r c o m m i t te e  h a s  b e e n  s t u dy i n g  B i l l  3 - 6 1  a n d w i s h e s  
t o  r e p o r t  p ro g r e s s . 

M R .  S P E A K E R : A n n o u n ce m e n t s  fo r J a n u a ry 2 5 t h . A c a u c u s  m e e t i n g , 1 : 0 0 o ' c l o c k  
p . m . , J a n u a ry 2 6 t h , t h a t i s  t omo r row , i n  t h e  M e mb e rs l o u n g e , r o o m  3 0 3  o f  t h e  
E x p l o re r  H o te l . S o u p  a n d  s a n d w i c h e s . A re  t h e r e  a ny f u r t h e r  a n n o u n c eme n t s ? 
O r d e rs o f  t h e  d ay , M r . C l e r k . 

I T E M  N O . 1 2 : O RD E R S  O F  T H E  DAY 

C L E R K  OF  TH E H O U S E ( M r . R e m n a n t ) : O rd e r s  o f  t h e  d ay , 9 : 0 0 o ' c l o c k  a . m . , 
J a n u a ry 2 6 , 1 9 7 7 , a t  t h e  E x p l o r e r  H o te l . 

1 .  P ra y e r  

2 .  R e p l i e s to  C omm i s s i o n e r ' s  O p e n i n g A d d r e s s 

3 .  Q u e s t i o n s  a n d  R e t u r n s  

4 .  O ra l  Q u e s t i o n s  

5 .  P e t i t i o n s 

6 .  R e p o r t s  o f  S t a n d i n g  a n d S p e c i a l  C o mm i t t e e s  

7 .  N o t i c e s  o f  M o t i o n s  

8 .  M o t i o n s  fo r t h e  P ro d u c t i o n  o f  P a p e r s  

9 .  M o t i o n s  

1 0 . T a b l i n g o f  D o c u me n t s  

1 1 . C o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  C o mm i t te e  o f  t h e  W h o l e o f  B i l l s a n d O t h e r M a t t e r s : 
B i l l  3 - 6 1 , M a t te r s  A r i s i n g o u t  o f  t h e  V i s i t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i ve A s s em b l y  
t o  t h e  S ta t e o f  A l a s k a , I n�o rm a t i o n  I te m s  1 - 6 0 , 4 - 6 0 , 8 - 6 0 , 1 6 - 6 0 , 
M o t i o n  2 4 - 6 0 , R e c o mm e n da t i o n  t o  t h e L e g i s l a t u re 2 - 6 1 . 

1 2 . O r de r s  o f  t h e  D ay 

M R . S P E A KE R :  T h i s H o u s e  s t a n d s  a d j o u r n e d  u n t i l 9 : 00 o ' c l o c k  a . m . , J a n u a ry 2 6 , 
1 9 7 7 , a t  t h e  E x p l o re r  H o te l . 

- - - A D J O U R N M E N T  



Ava i l ab le fro m the 
Cle rk of the Leg i s lat ive Assembly of the Northwest Terr ito ries, 

Yel lowkn ife,  N .W.T. at $5.00 per sess ion 
Pub l i shed u nder the Authority of the Commi ss ioner 

of the Northwest Terr ito ries 




