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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 1979 

Mr. Steen, Mr. Stewart, Mr. Lyall, Hon. Tom Butters, Mr. Fraser, Mr. Whitford, 
Hon. Arnold McCall um, Mr. Evaluarjuk, Hon. Peter Ernerk,,Mr. Pearson, Mr .. Kilabuk, 
Mr. Pudluk, Hon. David Searle, Mr. Nickerson 

ITEM NO. 1: PRAYER 

---Prayer 

SPEAKER (Hon. David Searle): Item 2, replies to Commissioner'·s .l\ddress. 

Item 3, questions and returns. Mr. Lyall. 

MR. LYALL: Mr. Speaker, I would like to go back to Item 2. 

MR. SPEAKER: Item 2, replies to Commissioner's Addr�ss. Mr. Lyall. 

ITEM NO. 2: REPLIES TO COMMISSIONER'S ADDRESS 

Mr. Lyall' s Reply 

MR. LYALL: Mr. Speaker, I am happy to see our friend Mr. Pearson here with us 
this session. My reply to the Commissioner's opening Address to this Assembly 
will be as usual, short, and cover most of the main areas that concern us. 

First I am glad to see that for a change the federal government is using its 
usual good sense as exhibited by the appointment of Deputy Commissioner Parker 
as Commissioner of the Northwest Territories. I believe that Deputy Commissioner 
Parker will assist us, this Assembly, in the direction that we not only want to 
but should go. I feel that I can safely speak for all Members of this Legisla
ture and I do feel that there was and there is a sincerely felt loss at hearing 
that Commissioner Hodgson would be leaving the North only some 80 days from now. 

It is very difficult for me to address myself to the next question after speaking 
about Deputy Commissioner Parker and Commissioner Hodgson, and that question is 
the continuing dispute about the boundaries of the land claims agreement in 
principle. I feel that boundaries have got to be set that are agreeable to all 
parties directly affected by this agreement. Coppermine, in my constituency, 
and Holman Island are prime examples of what is wrong with the manner in which 
the agreement in principle was arrived at. Despite this question, I at this time 
would like to congratulate Mr. John Amagoalik, one of Mr. Bryan Pearson's con
stituents, on the progress that was made in discussions between the Inuit 
Tapirisat of Canada, and the federal government. 

In closing I would like to mention two things: first for future Members of this 
Legislature, and that is that we must all remember that nice�sounding slogans are 
not solutions to anything and any one problem. Lastly I would like to express my 
true feelings on what the past four years have done for me. This has not only 
been a great learning experience but also a gratifying one. I have really 
enjoyed working with all of you and hope to continue doing so in future. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 

---Applause 
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MR. SPEAKER: ·Gentlemen, are there any further replies? 

Item 3, questions and returns. Are there any returns? Deputy Commissioner 
Parker. 

ITEM NO. 3: QUESTIONS AND RETURNS 

Return To Question W3l-67: Unemployment Statistics For UIC Purposes 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Speaker, Question W31-67 was asked by 
Mr. Nickerson on January 29, 1979, concerning unemployment statistics for 
Unemployment Insurance Commission purposes. 

For unemployment insurance purposes, the unemployment rate in the Northwest 
Territories is deemed to be 25 per cent. According to Statistics Canada, this 
figure is set by UIC to ensure maximum benefits for Northwest Territories 
residents. Statistics Canada's monthly labour force survey from which regional 
rates of unemployment are calculated is not carried out in the Northwest Terri
tories or in the Yukon, so Statistics Canada does not compute an unemployment 
rate for either territory. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are there any further returns? Written questions? Mr. Nickerson. 

Question W35-67: Northeast Mackenzie Transport�tion Study 

MR. NICKERSON: Mr. Speaker, in his address to this House at the sixty-fourth 
session the Hon. Hugh Faulkner, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Develop
ment, made reference to a northeast Mackenzie transportation study to be under
taken by his department. In his reply to Question W9-65 at the sixty-fifth 
session the Deputy Commissioner stated that phase one of the study would be 
completed by June 30, 1978. In his reply to Question Wl6-66 at the sixty-sixth 
session, the Deputy Commissioner stated that this had not taken place and that 
phase one was now expected to be completed by October 31, 1978, after which it 
would go to a steering committee for their review and recommendation as to how 
to proceed with phase two. The question, after that little preamble, Mr. 
Speaker, is has phase one now been completed? If so, could it be made available 
to this House? What has happened to the balance of the study? Is the Department 
of Indian Affairs and Northern Development actively pursuing the study or are 
they attempting to let the matter die? 

MR. SPEAKER: Deputy Commissioner Parker. 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Speaker, I will seek an update on this project 
and report to the House. 

MR. SPEAKER: Further written questions·? Mr. Fraser. 

Question W36-67: Status Of Reindeer Herd, Belcher Islands 

MR. FRASER: Mr. Speaker, I have asked this question before of the administration 
and would like an answer. I would like to know the status of the reindeer herd 
that was transplanted to the Belcher Islands last year. 

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Peter Ernerk. 

Return To Question W36-67: Status Of Reindeer llerd, Belcher Islands 

HON. PETER ERNERK: Mr. Speaker, I spoke to the chairman of the hamlet council 
of Sanikiluaq two days ago and my understanding is that they are doing very well, 
they are multiplying very quickly. They have not seen �ny reindeer dying as a 
result of cold weather or anything like that. In terms of.costs, two years ago 
I believe the Executive Committee approved somethinq like $75,000 to transfer, 
and I forget in terms of numbers, but somethinq like 75, to be transferred over 
to Sanikiluaq from Tuktoyaktuk. So, I am very satisfied so far with the results 
that J hear from the people of Sanikiluaq themselves. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Are there any further written questions? Mr. Lyall. 

Question W37-67: Funding For Fort Resolution Caribou Hunt 

MR. LYALL: Mr. Speaker, about four days ago CBC reported that the hunters 
of Fort Resolution had to this date brought in $450,000 worth of fur. Also 
on the same radio broadcast the people of Fort Resolution stated that they 
would be asking for further funding to have an organized caribou hunt. Is 
the administration still going to fund that hunt after them stating that 
they have brought in $450,000 worth of fur to this date? 

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Peter Ernerk. 

HON. PETER ERNERK: Mr. Speaker, I will take the question under advisement 
and provide a reply at a later date. 

MR. SPEAKER: Any further written questions? Mr. Kilabuk. 

Question W38-67: Pipe For Water Reservoir, Clyde River 

MR. KILABU K: Mr. Speaker, I have something I will want to bring up again 
this session. I think I got my answer but I was asked to make another 
request from the people of Clyde River. The water truck 1 s faulty pipe is 
leaking oil into the reservoir. When will this be repaired? When can this 
be answered? 

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Arnold Mccallum, did you understand the question? 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Not very well but I will take the question under 
advisement; take it as notice and file a reply. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are there any further written questions? Mr. Pearson. 

Question W39-67: Nanisivik Mine, Total Investment By Government 

MR. PEARSON: Mr. Speaker, I would like to direct a question to the admin
istration. What is the total investment that this government has made to 
date in the operation of Nanisivik mine? 

MR. SPEAKER: Deputy Commissioner Parker. 

bEPUTY COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Speaker, we will assemble the information 
requested and file a reply. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Evaluarjuk. 

Question W4O-67: Nordair Aircraft Into Northern Communities 

MR. EVALUARJUK: Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask a question. Last October, 
at the sixty-sixth session, we asked for the Nordair administrators to come 
to the Northwest Territories to talk about the inconveniences of the Nordair 
service in the Baffin a�ea. We want to know when they will be coming. 

MR. SPEAKER: Deputy Commissioner Parker. 

Return To Question W4O-67: Nordair Aircraft Into Northern Communities 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Speaker, we forward�d the request that was 
made at the last session in the form of a motion to the president of Nordair 
and received a reply a short while before this session advising us that 
they did not care to appear before this Assembly. Their reasoning was, as 
I recall it, that they were regulated by the Air Transport Committee and they 
felt that it would not be proper for them to discuss matters which were under 
this form of regulation. 
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I am not certain if that reply has been placed as an information item before you 
or not, and I will check, but that certainly was our intention to make it avail
able to Members as an information item. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Lyall. 

Question W41-67: Supplementary To Question W40-67 

MR. LYALL: Mr. Speaker, a supplementary to that question. Is that also the 
answer from Northward Airlines and Pacific Western Airlines? 

MR. SPEAKER: Deputy Commissioner Parker. 

Partial Return To Question W41-67: Supplementary To Question W40-67 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Speaker, the officials of Northward advised us 
that they would be satisfied to attend this session and as yet we have not 
established a time, but this is something that we must do. In the case of 
Pacific Western Airlines the motion as I recall it said that we wished to hear 
from the Government of Alberta as the owners of the airline. I believe the 
request was not to hear from PWA officials themselves. The response we have 
received in that regard is that the province of Alberta takes no decisions on 
matters of service, rate structures or any of those sort of things with regard 
to Pacific Western Airlines even though they hold a majority interest in the 
company. I will have to check our records to see if a further step was then 
taken to invite PWA officials and therefore that part of the question I must ask· 
for an opportunity to report back to this House on. 

MR. SPEAKER: Further written questions? 

Item 4' o ra 1 questions. 

Item 5' petitions. 

Item 6' reports of standing and special committees. 

Item 7. notices of motion. 

ITEM NO. 7: NOTICES OF MOT ION 

Mr. Fraser. 

Notice Of Motion 11-67: Big Game Outfitters 

MR. FRASER: Mr. Speaker, I would like to give notice of motion on February 
1st, 1979, I will introduce a motion concerning the big game outfitters in 
the Northwest Territories. 

MR. SPEAKER: Further notices of motion? 

Item 8, motions for the production of papers. 

Item 9, motions. 

ITEM NO. 9: MOTIONS 

Motion 10-67, Mr. Pudluk. 
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Motion 10-67: Discussion Of Hamlet Ordinance, Sixty-seventh Session 

MR. PUDLUK: Mr. Speaker, Motion 10-67: 

WHEREAS on January 26, a proposed hamlet ordinance developed by the Baffin 
Regional Council was tabled in this House; 

NOW THEREFORE, I move that this document be referred to committee of the 
whole for discussion at this session at a time to be determined by the 
Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Moved by Mr. Pudluk. Is there a seconder? Mr. Stewart. Dis
cussion? Mr. Pudluk. 

MR. PUDLUK: Mr. Speaker, I was just going to say that the correspondence we 
received from the Baffin Regional Council was addressed to myself, Mr. Evaluarjuk, 
Mr. Kilabuk, Mr. Pearson and Hon. Peter Ernerk. I will read it first. 

"At the recent session of the Baffin Regional Council, held in Frobisher Bay, 
Northwest Territories, March 18 to 23, the proposed hamlet ordinance was presented 
f o r d i s cu s s i o n . A ft e r s t u d y o f t h,e p r o po s' e d o rd i n an c e a n d d i s cu s s i o n o f t h e 
changes made from the present Municipal Ordinance, the members approved the 
draft ordinance, by the following motion: Motion 2-15. I move that the Baffin 
Regional Council approve the proposed hamlet ordinance, as amended, an� that the 
Baffin Regional Council request the Legislative Assembly Members to introduce \ 
the proposed hamlet ordinance to the Legislative Assembly when it next meets. 

"The committee to draft the hamlet ordinance was formed as a subcommittee of 
Baffin Regional Council, in response to a need expressed, at the founding 
meeting of the council, for an ordinance applying specifically to hamlets, rather 
than to municipalities in general. 

"The committee met three times during the period from March 1977 to January 1978. 
It was composed of the secretary-managers of the hamlets in the Baffin region, 
plus representatives of the communities expected to become hamlets within the 
next year. Mr. Paul Nind, executive director of the Northwest Territories 
Association of Municipalities, attended the last session as a resource person. 

"In passing mdtion 2-15 unanimously, the Baffin Regional Council has signified 
that the committee has produced a draft ordinance which adequately addresses the 
needs of hamlets. 

"The council requests that you, as a Member of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Northwest Territories and ex officio member of the Baffin Regional Council, 
introduce this proposed legislation to the Legislative Assembly at its next 
session in May. 

"As the attached distribution list shows, the proposed ordinance is also being 
distributed to all hamlets outside the Baffin region." That is all I have, 
Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Further discussion? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Arnold McCallum. 

�greement With Proposal 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, the administration has k·nown of the request 
of the Baffin Regional Council to propose a hamlet ordinance and the administra
tion has been in communication with the chairman of the Baffin Regional Council 
regarding a hamlet ordinance. I recall when this was first talked about, 



- 327 -

Mr. Speaker, that I had asked -- I have to go back to the Debates of last spring. 
I think it was at that time that I indicated that we would have hoped to be able 
to put together a hamlet ordinance. At that time Mr. Pudluk's paper died on 
the order paper as I recall, so it was not brought forward but I had felt it 
would have been ideal. I am sure the Assembly at that time agreed with the 
suggestion that the hamlet ordinance would have been, because we wanted it to 
reflect the views of the Baffin and the East; that it would have been in Inuk
titut and not in English and that it would have been debated in that language, 
translated and it would be more clear because one of the requests for a hamlet 
ordinance from that area was that it would more truly reflect the views of those 
Baffin communities. I think at the time I did not expect the department would 
be able to put something together in that short a time. We felt the proposal 
that would be coming forward should bear a little more or reflect more on the 
other communities. 

It is my understanding that the Baffin Regional Council did distribute the 
proposal to other hamlets but my information is that it has not received any 
replies to that distribution. I have been through the proposed document as well 
as other members of the department and, of course, I find that basically there 
is very little change to what is already in the Municipal Ordinance. In fact 
it does not reflect anything new. It comes basically as an extraction from 
various sections of the present ordinance and it is my concern that this ordinance 
does not then meet the needs of other hamlets that had been expressed in other 
areas. 

Proposal Does Not Reflect Directions For The 198O 1 s 

One of the papers I had indicated that the government through the department 
wants to table and it is now being translated is, of course, the department's 
Directions for the 198O 1 s. The proposal put forth by the Baffin Regional Council 
of course does not reflect any of those movements, any of the particular direc
tions. Any major recommendations that this Assembly will make as a result of a 
study in committee of the whole of directions for Local Government will, of 
course, have to be incorporated within the hamlet ordinance. The ordinance 
itself, of course. is basically from the Baffin Regional Council and I believe 
the communities should have particular input into what is developed. I would 
suggest. sir, to the Assembly, to the Members. subject to reaction from committee 
of the whole in their study of the directions for Local Government that we begin 
immediately the work then on preparing the incorporated communities ordinance 
for incorporated communities and hamlets and, of course, changes that would then 
result to the Municipal Ordinance. 

Valuable Input To Draft Ordinance 

We woul.d hope to be able to make further consultation with people in communities 
throughout the North. The draft ordinarice that the Baffin Regional Council 
have put forward can be used as a valuable first input into what would come 
about. We would not discard any of the material that they bring forward and 
their work. of course, as far as possible would be incorporated within what 
would be the ensuing document. The incorporated communities ordinance that we 
see as a department and a government will provide for a series of options for 
communities. If then the Baffin community wants the exact authority and respon
sibility as outlined in the Baffin regional hamlet ordinance, that option would 
be available to them. 
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I would suggest then, Mr. Speaker, that rather than to go into committee of the 
whole to debate the Baffin regional hamlet ordinance as developed by the Baffin 
Regional Council, that it would be premature before we as an Assembly looked at 
the Directions for the 19 8O 1 s of the government as it concerns the Department 
of Local Government and what comes from that particular debate, the recommenda
tions would then have to be incorporated within the total document that would 
come up as we would hope, an incorporated settlements ordinance that deals with 
hamlets as well. 

MR. SPEAKER: Further discussion? Mr. Lyall. 

Committee On Legislation Has Not Seen Proposed Ordinance 

MR. LYALL: Mr. Speaker, just to be on the record that I will not be supporting 
this motion because of the fact that it was not sent to me personally. It was 
not sent to the legislation committee. Also from what I heard from the Minister, 
from what he has said I will not support this motion. Also I feel that at this 
time this Assembly has too much work to do and by looking at this piece of legis
lation -- and I do not even know if it has gone to the legal people vet -- it is 
going to be a long-winded work for us to do. I feel that the legislation 
committee should have a chance to look at it and that the legal people should 
have a chance to see if it is legal in what it is trying to do in its context. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Steen. 

MR. STEEN: Mr. Speaker, I could not understand the letter that someone had 
written him when he read it out. I thou�ht perhaps if we are going to support 
the motion that, if we are going to study it in committee of the whole, we should 
have a copy of the letter because it is impossible for me to understand what has 
been said in that letter. I generally am curious about the hamlet proposal, the 
new hamlet proposal he has but I have not seen it either. Those are my general 
comments, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Stewart. 

Support For Committee Study Of Proposal 

MR. STEWART: Mr. Speaker, I stand to support this motion inasmuch as it is not 
a piece of legislation, it is a study that a group of people put together, a 
proposed ordinance and I feel it is the duty of this House to have a look at it 
to see what may be of value to us. Certainly if it were legislation that would 
be a different matter and as indicated by Mr. Lyall it had not been looked at by 
the legal people and so on but this is just a document of suggestions that may be 
incorporated or may be approved at a later time, but this par�icular motion, all 
it does is put us into committee of the whole to study what has been recommended, 
that is all. 

MR. SPEAKER: Any further discussion? Mr. Evaluarjuk. 

MR. EVALUARJUK: Mr. Speaker, this motion, I will not be against it, the one from 
the Baffin region. I would like to help my people with their proposal, the Baffin 
Regional Council people. I do not understand why the government, the government 
people, why they can not encourage people to follow their wishes. How come they 
have made a proposal and they do not seem to want to agree with it too much? 

MR. PEARSON: Hear, hear! 

MR. EVALUARJUK: I do not like this too much. They say they have not seen the 
proposal and 1 know they h�ve seen it. There are not very ma�y different pro
posals and I feel that this should be supported by the House. I can not under
stand why during the Baffin Regional Council meeting they had a government 
speaker employed. Maybe if the speaker was hired by the Baffin Regional Council 
they would support it but now they have a member of the Baffin Regional Council 
as the chairman and they do not seem to be supporting the motion. Now, the 
Baffin region is not the same as the Central Arctic, they have a different way 
of running their hamlet and maybe that could be understood in that light. 
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M R. PEARSON: I would like to echo the views of Mr. Steen and Mr. Evaluarjuk 
a n d a 1 s o e x p re s s my d i s a p p c>i n t me n t a t M r . Ly a 11 ' s a t t i t u de tow a rd s a s i mp 1 e 
request by Members of this Assembly, Members who have worked very hard at this 
matter, Members representing areas of the Arctic who feel there is a great need 
for this kind of thing. The proposed legislation has been developed in the 
Eastern Arctic after a tremendous amount of work by Inuit, and people from the 
Department of Local Government who have helped them, who have encouraged them 
to come up with some ideas for a new hamlet ordinance, something which is badly 
needed in areas of the North. I think Mr. Lyall is being irresponsible, as 
chairman of the legislation committee to not allow this kind of thing to get on 
the floor and to be at least considered by this Assembly. I urge Mr. Stewart's 
words that it is simply a proposal to let people have a look at. 

MR. SPEAKER: Any further discussion? Mr. Kilabuk. 

MR. KILABUK: Mr. Speaker, this proposal, I rise in support of it. For two 
years now it has been worked on in the Baffin region and now they are just 
waiting to hear from the Legislative Assembly, or from the Department of Local 
Government concerning that, their proposal. Here, the body of the Legislative 
Assembly should be supporting it. Some of the proposals, the proposal for the 
Municipal Ordinance, does not change the Municipal Ordinance drastically; only 
the requests of the people from the communities have been put in the proposal. 
They always say that the people in the communities should have more authority 
in their affairs. I am in support of the motion as in 1979 the Baffin Regional 
Council people will be meeting again. It will be discussed again by them and 
during the meeting of the Baffin Regional Council it was discussed and debated 
on. I am in support of the motion because they are just waiting for the Legis
lative Assembly. We know that this has not been seen by all residents of the 
Northwest Territories as yet; even if we live in a place where we are most 
comfortable, we should always try to change things to suit our way of life and 
support our way of life. I am much in support of this motion. 

M R. SPEAKER: Any further discussion? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: The question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Nickerson. 

MR. NICKERSON: I did not suppose there would have been a great deal of debate 
on this particular motion, Mr. Speaker. It seems to me pretty simple and 
straightforward and all it is doing is requesting committee of the whole dis
cussion on this important document. I fail to s�e why anyane should be opposed 
to that. I most certainly support Mr. Pudluk's motion. 

Request For Summary Of Document 

I have a request to make, Mr. Speaker, and that is, because I am sure this motion 
will be successful, but when this matter does come before the committee of the 
whole I would very much like to have a brief summary of what is said in the 
proposed new hamlet ordinance. The document itself is rather voluminous, it is 
difficult to read because it is not in proper legal language and it is hard to 
find out in some cases what it really means. So, if we could have a one or 
two page summary of where this differ� in concept from the existing ordinance 
respecting hamlets, or the existing hamlet legislation,- I would be most pleased 
to have that and I think it would help us in our deliberations. 
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MR. SPEAKE R: Any further discussion, gentlemen? 

SOME HON. MEMBE RS: The question. 

MR. SPEAKE R: Mr. Pudluk, do you want to wind up debate? 

MR. PUDLUK: Mr. Speaker, I am ready for the vote. 

Motion 10�67, Carried 

MR. SPEAKE R: The question being called. All in favour? Down. Contrary? 
The motion is carried. 

---Carried 

Item 10, tabling of documents. Mr. Lyall. 

MR. LYALL: Mr. Speaker, maybe the document we were just talking about could 
-be tabled if it is not already tabled. would like to see it. 

MR. SPEAKE R: My understanding is that it was tabled. Mr. Pearson. 

MR. PEARSON: Mr. Speaker, I would like to rise on a point of privilege, to 
express my dissatisfaction with the news coverage of a recent date made by CBC, 
a report made by the CBC reporter here that states that the view expressed in 
this House yesterday was that the mounties are not doing a good job. That was 
repeated on the radio many times and nowhere in the Debates do I find that I 
made that statement yesterday. I am a little upset about it because I think 
I tried in my comments to show that they are doing a good job and that they 
have certainly been co-operative with the community in which I live, but that 
another form of policeman is required in the communities. I think that is what 
I said. However, it is stated boldly and in the headlines as it were that the 
mounties are not doing a good job and I would like CBC to retract that and I want 
it to get as much coverage as the first statement got saying the mounties are 
not doing a good job. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKE R: Are there any further documents to be tabled? 

Item 11, notices of motion for the introduction of bills. 

Item 12, introduction of bills for first reading. 

ITEM NO. 12: INTRODUCT ION OF B ILLS FOR F IRST RE AD ING 

Bill 6-67. Hon. Arnold Mccallum. 

First Reading Of Bill 6-67 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill 6-67, An Ordinance to 
Provide Grants and Bursaries for Certain Post-secondary School Students, be 
read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKE R. Is there a seconder? Mr. Fraser. 

SOME HON. MEMBE RS: The question. 

MR. SPEAKE R: All in favour? Down. Contrary? First reading is carried. 

---Carried 

Bill 13-67. Hon. Peter Ernerk. 

. , ,.·-;_ .... 
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First Reading Of Bill 13-67 

HON. PETER ERNERK: Mr. Speaker, I move that Bil 1 13-67, An Ordinance to 
Authorize Participation in the Western Canada Lottery, be read for the first 
time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Is there a seconder? Mr. Lyall. Question? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: The question. 

MR. SPEAKER: All in favour? Down. Contrary? First reading is carried. 

- - -Carried 

Mr. Nickerson, Mr. Clerk tells me you gave notice of first rea�ing of a Private 
Member's Bill although it is not on the order paper and would you care to move 
first reading? 

First Reading Of Private Member's Bill, Bill PM 1-67: Area Dev�lopment Ordinance 

MR. N ICKERSON: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I move that Bill PM 1-67, An Ordinance to 
Amend the Area Development Ordinance, be read for the first time. 

MR. SPEAKER: Is there a seconder? Mr. Whitford. LThe question? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: The question. 

MR. SPEAKER: All in favour? Down. Contrary? First reading is carried. 

- - -Carried 

Item 13, consideration in committee of the whole of bills, �ecommendations to 
the Legislature and other matters. 

ITEM NO. 13: CONS IDERAT ION IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OF B ILLS, RECOMMENDAT IONS 
TO THE LEG ISLATURE AND OTHER MATTERS 

Do you wish to proceed with Bill 7-67, Hon. Arnold Mccallum? 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Speaker, yes. 

MR. SPEAKER: This House will resolve into committee of the whole for continued 
consideration of Bill 7-67, Appropriation Ordinance, 1979-80, with Mr. Lyall in 
the chair. 

- - - Legislative Assembly resolved into committee of the whole for consideration 
of Bill 7-67, Appropriation Ordinance, 1979-80, with Mr. Lyall in the chair. 

PROCEED INGS IN COMM ITTEE  OF THE WHOLE  TO CONSIDER B ILL 7-67, APPROPRIAT ION 
ORD INANCE, 1979-80 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Lyall): Committee will come to order. Would the administration 
like to bring their witnesses in; Mr. Irving and I forget the other name? We 
are still on comments of a general nature on the Department of Public Services. 
Comments of a general nature. Mr. Pearson. 

MR. STEWART: What page are we on? 

Department Of Public Services, Directorate, Total O And M 

TH E CHAI RMAN (Mr. Lyall): Page 5.02. Directorate, total O and M, $286,000. 
Mr. Nickerson. 

MR . N I C KER S ON : M r . C h a i rm a n , y e s t e rd a y w h i 1 e d i s c u s s i n g th i s p a r t i c u 1 a r a c t i v i ty 
I asked a question pertaining to the Northwest Territories mental review board. 
I wonder if the witnesses have now got the answer to the questions I asked at 
that time? 
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THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Irving. 

MR. IRV ING: Mr. Speaker, yes, I have an answer if I may proceed. In answer 
to Mr. Nickerson's question there is a board of review that has been 
established in the Northwest Territories. Basically this is the Alberta 
board of review which is ap�ointed by the Commissioner and when sitting in 
the Northwest Territories there is a lay member from the territories who 
sits with that particular board. There have been no cases before that 
particular board in recent times. However, there are presently two people 
who are being held under the Commissioner's warrant of committal. One of 
these people is presently detained in the jurisdiction of the Alberta 
hospital in Edmonton and the Alberta board of review handled that particular 
case. This was during the past year. A second person is presently being 
detained in the province of Ontario and we have a similar system where the 
Ontario advisory review board, which was appointed to act as a board of 
review for the Northwest Territories by the Commissioner , reviewed this 
particular case. 

Recommendations To Commissioner From Board 

In both cases recommendations from both the Alberta board and the Ontario 
board were forwarded to the Commissioner who in both cases adopted the 
board's recommendations. I might add that under section 547 of the 
Criminal Code this section provides that where people, this is in respect 
to the two persons mentioned who are detained under the authority of a 
warrant held by the Commissioner as provided by the Criminal Code, that the 
advisory review board having jurisdiction, and this is either Alberta or 
Ontario, reviews these particular cases every 12 months and may make further 
recommendations to the Commissioner. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Nickerson. 

MR. N ICKERSON: Just one further comment on this subject, Mr. Chairman. It 
would appear from the statement just made by the witness that our lay 
member will only sit with the board when that board meets in the Northwest 
Territories. We have no facilities in the Northwest Territories for the 
maintenance of criminally insane people. Therefore, it would appear that 
it is extremely unlikely that the board would ever meet in the Northwest 
Territories. Therefore, what is the point of appointing a lay person from 
the territories to the board? Surely what should happen is that when the 
Alberta board, for instance, meets in Alberta to review one of the people 
held under Commissioner's warrant, when the Alberta board is then sitting 
as our board rather than as an Alberta board, then our lay person should 
be down there at the same time. I wonder if the witnesses would agree with 
that because it seems that the alternative is not to have a lay member from 
the territories anyway. It is just a wa�te of time appointing somebody 
if they are not actually going to do anything. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Irving. 

MR. IRV ING: Mr. Chairman, Mr. Nickerson is quite correct. However, there 
is an additional matter I should mention. The duly appointed lay person, 
the territorial resident, is also considered an alternate to ·the Alberta 
review board and could sit and probably should. I think in the last review 
case the lay person could have sat but was not available to sit. I agree 
with Mr. Nickerson that that person should sit with the board and possibly 
we should take a look at this to ensure that there is representation on 
that Alberta board. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr . Nickerson, would you like to pursue that? 

MR. N ICKERSON: No. 

(' 
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Thank you, Mr. Irving. Comments of a general 
nature? Mr. Pearson. Have you had your hand up? 

Native Justices Of The Peace 

MR. PEARSON: Yes, Mr. Chairman. This department is responsible for 
justices of the peace. I wonder if Mr. Irving can tell us how many of the 
justices of the peace in the territories are native people and what efforts 
is his department making to recruit and encourage native people to participate 
in the process and become justices of the peace? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Thank you very much. Mr. Irving. 

MR. IRVING: Mr. Chairman, there are currently 99 justices of the peace 
under appointment in the Northwest Territories. More than 50 per cent 
are native persons. This has been increased from the past year and the 
policy of our department through the inspector of legal offices is to 
encourage new appointments to be native people. We have had some difficulty 
in this aspect, particularly in the very small type of settlements. One 
encouraging factor has come up where we found it has been easier of late 
to appoint female native justices of the peace. They seem to be more 
encouraged to take over the responsibilities of that particular function 
and there have been more female native justices of the peace appointed in 
the last year and a half than ever before. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Thank you, Mr. Irving. Mr. Pearson, would you 
like to pursue that? Any comments of a general nature? Mr. Evaluarjuk. 

Correspondence Not Translated 

MR. EVALUARJUK: Mr. Chairman, the people who are involved in courts, I 
would like to make some statements about the procedures that are used in 
justice of the peace courts which are not translated into Inuktitut. We 
do have the justices of the peace writing correspondence which is written 
in English and it is quite difficult for people who do not speak English 
to understand. Perhaps you could get a native worker who would translate 
the correspondence that is being sent to the native justices of the peace 
in communities. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Thank you, Mr. Evaluarjuk. 
translation. Did you, Mr. Irving? 

did not get the 

MR. IRVING: Mr. Chairman, I agree with the Member and I would like to say 
that we certainly are attempting to provide these additional support 
services to the justice of the peace courts. It is difficult in some areas 
to get proper translators, particularly in the justice of the peace courts. 
The Member mentioned the additional facilities that might be available 
in the area of native court workers and this is presently under review. 
The legal aid and the native court workers' program are being increased 
in some areas and hopefully we will be able to provide those services in 
all the justice of the peace courts. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Thank you, Mr. Irving. I just wondered about 
what Mr. Pearson said about the native justices of the peace. Out of 12 
in the Central Arctic I think there is only one non-native justice of the 
peace. Comments of a general nature. Mr. Nickerson. 
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MR. NICKERSON: Mr. Chairman, when we were discussing the Department of 
Local Government they brought to our attention this report which is 
Directions for the 1980 1 s. Mention was made of a similar document I 
believe when we were) discussing the Department of Social Services although 
they were not as kind as the Department of Local Government in that they 
would not provide us with their particular direction for the 1980s. I 
wonder if such a thing exists for the Department of Public Services? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Irving. 

MR. IRVING: Mr. Chairman, if I understand the question correctly, you are 
asking for a projection as to where our department is going in the 1980s, 
is that correct? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. LyaH): Mr. Nickerson. 

MR. NICKERSON: Mr. Chairman, in the Commissioner's speech Friday, a little 
over a week ago, he made reference to the fact that each department in the 
government was supposed to have put together a paper outlining what they 
would do for the next ten years. The Commissioner in his opening Address 
summarized some of these papers. I just wondered if that had only been 
the case with the departments such as Local Government and Social Services 
and Health or whether the same exercise had been gone through with Public 
Services, Finance and Personnel? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Irving. 

Document From Public Services 

MR. IRVING: Mr. Chairman, the Commissioner's Address did not relate to 
the Department of Public Services. I might say the same for Finance and 
Personnel. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Nickerson. 

MR . N I CK ER SON : That i s what I w a n t e d to know , Mr . Ch a i rm an . The s o -
called service departments have they not gone through the same exercise, 
for instance, as the Department of Local Government? You have no document 
like this within your department which is your plan for the 1980s? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Irving. 

MR. IRVING: I have a document. I did one for my department. It was not 
used in the same manner, but I do have one, 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Thank you, Mr. Irving. Mr. Nickerson. 

MR. NICKERSON: Is there any reason, Mr. Chairman, why we should not be 
able to see this document? I am requesting that it be made public. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Irving. 

MR. IRVING: Mr. Chairman, I do not see any reason why this Assembly should 
not see that particular document. It would be of some interest I-would 
expect. We spent some time putting it together and it was an in-house 
type of paper but it indicates to us anyway what we should be dding in 
the future. 
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall ): Mr. Nickerson. 

MR. NICKERSON: Will this be made public? Maybe I should ask this of the 
Deputy Commissioner rather than the witnesses, Mr. Chairman. The question 
is addressed to the Deputy Commissioner or the government. Will they make 
this paper public? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Deputy Commissioner Parker, did you get the 
question? 

DE PUTY COMMIS�IONE R PARKE R: One moment, please. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Deputy.Commission�r_ Parker, did you get the 
question? 

Program Projections For All Departments To Be Tabled 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER PARKER: Mr. Chairman, I understand that Mr. Nickerson 
is asking �bout the tabling or making available to Members the projection 
of program and thrusts for the department under review. This matter was 
discussed just Triday last in the Executive Committee meeting. In antici
pation of this kind of interest in that material, much of which was placed 
before you by the Commissioner in hi_s Address, but not the details of 
course. In anticipation of that request we are having the material summarized 
because we think that Members will want to have a summary available to 
them and that work should be finished within a matter of a very few days. 
We would propose to table with Members or make available to them in what-
ever form seems suitable the thrusts and the program notes that we have 
been considering for all of the departments. 

If it is then necessary to go back to the working papers we would have to 
give further consideration as to whether it would be helpful or not to 
make the details available, but certainly the summaries we propose to make 
available will cover the subject we think rather well. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Thank you, Deputy Commissioner Parker. 
Mr. Nickerson. 

MR. NICKERSON: would like to thank the Deputy Commissioner very much for 
those encouraging words. In my opinion the summaries such as those we 
already have for the Department of Local Government would be most satis
factory. I do not think we would want to go into matters in any more 
detail than this. I take it then I do not have to ask the same question 
for each department as the government will undertake to table or make 
available this type of document for every department. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Deputy Commissioner Parker. 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER PARKER: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Comments of a general nature? Hon. Peter Ernerk. 

HON. PETER ERNERK: Mr. Chairman, there is one thing that I would like to 
get clarified. This is with respect to Mr. Evaluarjuk 1 s earlier question 
to Mr . I r v i n g . I d o n o t t h i n k t h a t Mr . E v a l u a r j ·u k w a s a s k i n g s o mu c h i n 
terms of support services in terms of translation or anything like that, 
but his question was this, as I understand it. The correspondence from 
Yellowknife to perhaps a place like Igloolik, to native justices of the peace 
should be translated because justices of the peace who _do not speak English 
often find it difficult to read what is said in the correspondence. For 
instance, if there is a change in the regulations where t�e native justices 
of peace must be notified of such, when all of the correspondence is sent to 
the native justices of the peace, it is all in English and they do not under
stand them at all. So, from what I understand from his comments he was merely 
asking your department to have much of the correspondence to be translated 
when they are sent to the native justices of the peace throughout the 
Northwest Territories. 
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THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Lyal l ): Thank you , Hon. Peter Ernerk. Mr. Irv i ng. 

MR. IRVING: Mr. Cha i rman , I agree and that matter w i l l  be taken under adv isement 
w i th our i nspector of l egal offi ces who i s  responsi bl e for the adm i n i strat i on of 
the justi ces of the peace. 

D i rectorate , Total O And M ,  Agreed 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Lyal l ): Thank you. Comments of a general nature? Under 
d i rectorate , page 5. 02 , $ 286 , 000 , total O and M. Is i t  agreed? 

---Agreed 

D i rectorate , Total Cap i ta l , Agreed 

Total capi ta l , $67 , 000. Agreed? 

---Agreed 

O i rectorate , Total Expend i tures , Agreed 

Total expend itures , $353 , 000. Agreed? 

---Agreed 

Court Servi ces ,  Total O And M 

I d i rect your attenti on to page 5. 03 , court serv i ces , total O and M ,  the sum 
of $1 ,450 , 000. Mr. Ni ckerson. 

MR. NICKERSON: My quest ion deal s w i th fi nes pa i d  to coroners , Mr. Cha i rma.n. 
I recentl y  had occas i on to dea l  w ith a matter rel at i ng to a f i ne l ev i ed by a 
coroner and it  was a very funny system -- I shoul d  not say 1

1funny 1 1  but d ifferent 
from the system used w i th respect to fi nes l evi ed by the territorial judge for 
i nstance , i n  that the person who was f ined was gi ven an envel ope and tol d to 
p l ace the money , the cash i n  the envel ope and return i t  to the RCMP stat i on. 
I wonder i f  the w i tnesses coul d tel l us whether or not i n  the i r  op in ion that is  
a proper way in  wh ich f i nes shoul d be pa i d  or whether they woul d suggest a 
better way such as pay i ng i t  to the cl erk of the court as i s  the case w i th other 
f i nes. Maybe they can tel l us what happens to that envel ope after i t  i s  handed 
i nto the RCMP stati on. 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Lya l l ) :  Mr . Irv i ng .  

MR. IRVING : Mr. Cha i rman , that is  a rather d isturb i ng i nc i dent as rel ated by 
Mr. Ni ckerson. F i rstl y I am not aware that coroners are i mpos ing fi nes. They 
are not a court . They conduct i nvest igat i ons into sud den d eaths and ho l d  
i nquests . I woul d l i ke some t i me to i nvest i gate that part icu l ar matter and I 
woul d al so l i ke to state that we are concerned about fi nes ; it  has not been 
the pol i cy for the pol i ce to co l l ect fi nes . I know they do not l i ke to do that 
sort of t.hi ng ,  for obvi ous reasons , and I woul d certa i � l y  l i �e �o l oo k  i nto that 
ma tter i f  I coul d h a ve the com� l ete parti c� l ars as to when and  where i t  happened 
and ad vi se on tha t. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyal l ) :  Mr. Nickerson . 

Coroners Levy i ng Fi nes 

MR. NICKERSON : W i th respect to the authority of coroners· to l evy f ines , th i s  
Legis l ature , not thi s  one , a prev ious one ,  under the Coroners Ord inance gave 
the authori ty to coroners to l evy f i nes i n  certa i n  c i rcumstances . The c ircum
stances are when a w i tness refuses to test i fy or refuses to turn up at coroner 1 s 
court , a coroner 1 s i nqu i ry .  So , I do not th ink there is  any argument a b o u t  

' I  
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whether o r  not the co roner has o r  has not the autho r i ty to l evy f i nes . Perhaps , 
Mr . Chai rman , because I do not want to ment i on a l l k i nds of names and t i mes , i f  
the w i tnesses wanted o r  i f  they want me to , I cou l d  gi ve them the detai l s  o f  the 
case w i th wh i ch I am fam i l i a r . Maybe , Mr . Cha i rman , you woul d care to set thi s 
part i cul ar act i v i ty asi de . I am not rea l l y  wo r r i ed about one part i cul a r  i nc i dent , 
I am just wo r r i ed about the fact the RCMP are co l l ect i ng the f i nes and i t  i s  my 
understand i ng that no rma l l y  a d i fferent procedure i s  used . 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Lyal l ) :  Mr . I rv i ng .  

MR . I RV ING : Mr . Cha i rman , that i s  co r rect , i t  i s  not the po l i cy fo r the po l i ce 
to co l l ect f i nes . I wou l d  be agreeabl e w i th Mr . Ni c kerson i f  he w i shes to 
pursue the matter at a l ater date ; I cou l d i nvest i gate and f i nd out what 
exactl y  happened , but aga i n I woul d w i sh to state that I am not aware of any 
case where the co roner i n  the l ast year o r  the l ast three years has l ev i ed f i nes 
fo r any reason .  

THE CHA IRMAN (M·r .  Lyal l ) : Mr . N i c kerson . 

MR . N I CKERSON : Cou l d we poss i bl y set page 5 . 03 as i de and co me bac k to i t  l ater? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyal l ) :  I s  i t  the w i sh of the House to  set thi s asi de o r  wou l d 
you l i ke to keep to  co mments of a general nature on th i s  page and then we can 
come back to  i t  when that part i cul ar  i tem i s  put befo re us? Mr . Fraser . 

MR . FRASER : Mr . Cha i r man , I wonder how l ong i t  woul d take the w i tness to get 
thi s i nfo rmat i on .  I t  m i ght take h i m a coupl e of  days . I thi nk we shoul d car ry 
on w i th the budget and he can get back at a l ater date . I do not thi n k  the 
Honourabl e Member i s  too  concerned , he justs wants to know i f  i t  i s  a practi ce. 
We coul d perhaps cont i nue w i th the budget . 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr . Lya l l ) : Mr . N i c kerson , wou l d you l i ke to keep on go i ng w i th 
the budget l i ke Mr. Fraser suggests and you w i l l  get your i nfo rmat i on w i thi n 
a coupl e o f  days o r  whatever t i me i t  takes? A l l r i ght , l et us go on w i th 
co mments of a general nature on page 5 . 03 ,  court serv i ces . Al l r i ght , I guess 
we can l eave i t . Mr . Pea rson . 

Justi ce In  The Eastern Arct i c  

MR . PEARSON : Mr . Cha i rman , I recent l y  penned an art i cl e  i n  the Frobi sher Bay 
newspaper on the subject of justi ce i n  the Eastern Arct i c , and part i cul a r l y the 
recru i tment of a ful l t i me mag i str ate fo r Fr obi sher Bay because of the number 
of offences that are comm i tted there , the number of  t i mes that the mag i strates 
o r  judges are fl own over  from  Yel l owkni fe at tremendous expense , d i spensi ng 
thei r justi ce as they go a l ong ,  and I so met i mes feel not that effect i vel y because 
they a re not aware of the co mmun ity , they a re not aware of the area , they are 
not aware of  the background of these peopl e .  They fl y i n ,  check i nto the hotel , 
go down to the courtro o m , dea l  w i th the cases , back  to the a i rpo rt and are gone. 
I do not thi nk that thi s i s  an effecti ve way of dea l i ng w i th matters . 

Each of these mag i st rates have the i r own appr oach to l i fe , �ave the i r own v i ew 
as to how o ffenders shou l d  be dea l t w i th ;  so me of them are mo re harsh than others , 
so me are l en i ent and the resul t i s  that there i s  general d i ssat i sfact i on and a 
l ack of cont i nu i ty ,  to say the l east , w i th the k i nd of  just i ce that they d i sh 
out. I thi nk  that one way of reso l v i ng thi s ,  o r  I thi nk the only way of reso l v i ng 
th i s  of course , i s  to have a judge o r  mag i strate a ppo i nted to serve i n  that 
area and to have so me consi stency i n  the appr oa� h so that thi s woul d be mo re 
effect i ve and have a l ong- range benefi t  to the commun i ty .  I thi nk  at the same 
t i me it wou l d reduce so me of the offences because when a magi strate co mes i nto 
a co mmun i ty and says , 11 Put that guy on probat i on , 1 1 o r  1 1 D0 so and so , 1 1 whatever 
h i s  reco mmendat i ons are , it i s  unl i kel y that he w i l l  be bac k w i thi n a few months 
to check and see i f  those thi ngs have been car r i ed out. In many cases , o r  i n  
so me cases , they are not ,  the t i mes and rul es whi c h  the mag i strate sets are not 
met and consequentl y the puni shment , i f  that i s  the term , beco mes mean i ng l ess. 
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So, i n  order to deal effecti vely w i th offenders I th ink  there has got to be 
conti nui ty. Can Mr. Irvi ng g i ve me some i dea of when we may see a full t i me 
magi strate i n  the Eastern Arct ic? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyal 1) : Mr. Irvi ng. 

MR. IRVING : Mr. Cha i rman, I have to be very sympathet i c  to Mr. Pearson 1 s 
request. At some po i nt i n  the future we do have plans for a territorial judge 
for the Eastern Arct i c  to be based i n  Frobi sher Bay. We do not have e i ther 
the fi nances or the man years to accompl i sh that th i s  year. I would say that 
there would be an i nsuff i c i ent number of court cases r i ght now to support a 
terri tor ial judge and a support staff wh ich has to i nclude a court clerk, a 
court reporter . As a matter of fact we have the same problem for Inuvi k. We 
fi nd that i t  i s  still more economi cal to fly i n  terri tori al judges from Yellow 
kni fe. 

Juvenile Court Judge In Frob i sher Bay 

I would also l i ke to menti on that we have appo i nted i n  Frob i sher Bay a juveni le 
court judge who is  only one of four i n  the terr itor ies and the majori ty of cases 
i n  Frob i sher are of a m i nor nature and whi ch are handled by the local just i ce 
of the peace court. However, we are aware that there are ser i ous cases that 
come up and i n  conclus i on I can only relate to Mr. Pearson, Mr. Cha i rman, that 
as soon as we are able we would very m�ch l i ke to put a full t i me court i n  at 
Frob isher Bay. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Thank you, Mr. Irvi ng. Mr. Pearson. 

MR. PEARSON : Just to add that i f  I th i nk the department were to add up the 
dollars and cents that i t  requ i res for the magi strate, the court workers, the 
amount of money that would be requi red could be well invested by establ i sh ing 
a court i n  Frob isher Bay, i n  fact you would save money . If there was an 
effort made now to tra i n  a court clerk, to tra i n  those people and have them 
there ready or have them there now, us i ng them , there are lots of unemployed 
people i n  town. I th i nk that the costs aga i n, as I say, of sh i pp ing all 
these people over from Yellow kni fe ,  chartered and the regular ai r fares are 
astronomi cal. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Than k you, Mr . Pearson. Mr. Fraser. 

MR. FRASER : Mr . Chai rman , I just wondered i f  the Honourable Member across the 
table from me i s  sayi ng that the magi strates are not do ing the ir  work. 
Mr. Chai rman, I know in  certai n  communit i es in the North they have what they 
call court workers . Theie i s  one i n  Frobi sher Bay. I know the magi strates 
and court workers are go i ng around and have a pretty ti ght schedule because 
there are qui te a few commun i t i es they have to go to. I guess maybe they 
d id  not have t i me to stop and ha ve a cup of tea or look around Mr . Pearson ' s  
store . Maybe that i s  what he i s  concerned about. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Hon . Dav i d  Searle . 

. , · , :, . ,, ; 
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Problems Of Sentencing 

HON. DAVID SEARLE: Mr . Chairman, I want to say about the court system that 
with respect certainly to the three magistrates that we have as well as the one 
superior court judge, in my humble opi nion, having had a great deal of experience 
with the system, we are very, very well served. We have in those four i ndivi
duals people who spend a great deal of time away from home travelling, something 
which is no pleasure to do month after month after month . 

I think that they are engaged for the most part in a very difficult task and 
that is one in criminal matters of determining the appropriate sentence to fit 
the particular crime and bearing in mind the peculiar circumstances of the 
individual appearing before them on a case by case basis . 

I disagree 100 per cent, as the law does, with the suggestion that uniformity 
in sentences must be obtained at all costs . Each person should be sentenced 
for a particular crime based on the circumstances of the crime and the circum
stances of the person which means that though some people will receive a suspend
e d  sentence for manslaughter, others may recei ve 12 years imprisonment. I 
suggest to Mr. Pearson that there is nothing wronq with that. I sDggest there 
is nothing wrong wi th different judges del ivering different sentences. There 
is nothing worse than being in a one judge situation where the one judge either 
consistently gives sentences that are too light or consistently gives sentences 
that are too serious, too heavy . 

There is a great deal of advantage to having different judges who all have 
northern experience and understand the North who may look at things slightly 
differently . As I have said, the big problem is to determine the appropriate 
sentence in criminal matters . It is relatively easy to determine guilt or 
innocence , but what is the appropriate punishment is very tough, particularly 
when you appreciate that you have in this jurisdiction essentially the choice 
to send someone to jail and, if so, for how long, which everybody including 
judges realize is the greatest waste of human resource and talent and the great
est cost to the state. 

Follow-up Of Community Service Sentencing 

Where we fall down as a government and on a community basis is that the courts 
are not getting the options . What happened to the discussion we had with Mr. 
Torrance in this chamber some years ago when we got talking about sentences 
that would involve people in doing good works in the communities? Mr. Pearson 
is right. If a judge gets innovative and sentences someone to two weeks of 
shovelling snow off the library steps, there is no one who follows that up 
necessarily. But you can not expect judges to follow it up because if there is 
a breach of a condition they have to decide whether in fact it was or was not 
a breach so they can not be the enforcement agency following up to make sure 
that the terms and conditions are met. Some other agency like the police who 
are again reluctant to get involved in that or probation officers must follow 
up with the individual offender to see that he keeps the terms and conditions 
of this parole and make that judgmental assessment as to whether or not the 
work that was ordered to be done was in fact done ; if this man or group of men 
in erecting a playground for children in H ay River put in th�ir eight hours a 
day and all the other problems that are associated with it . If you order someone 
to do work, again we get into the age old questions . Who buys the tools? Who 
pays for the materials? What about workers ' compensation ? All of that we have 
discussed time and time again . I do not think there is any dispute that the 
better form of punishment for offenders, much bettgr than incarceration and 
idleness in an institution is an order that reta �ns people to the community and 
directs them to do some useful work either at the community level, territorial 
level or for the individual whose property they may have d�maged or destroyed . 
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MR. P EARSON : Hear, hear '. 

D_i�c_tive System Needed From Administration 

HON. DAV ID SEARLE: As I see it, although we have sat around here and all said 
how tremendously good this is, there does not to my mind seem to be very much 
being done to bring about that ef fective type of punishment. A court must 
know for that kind of punishment the resources of the community, what needs to 
be done, who is prepared to supervise it and unless that is put together and 
presented, how is the court to know? Without that we just fall back on three 
months in jail, two weeks in jail. Do not think for one moment that they do not 
get sick and tired of seeing the same people back before them time and time again 
and feel the frustration of having to say " Oh, yes, this is your fifteenth time, 
is it? Last week was your fourteenth time. Two more weeks in jail. " 

We as legislators and you as administ�ators have to design a system which will 
put forward the alternatives squarely before the court and make these people 
productive and proud of what they are doing in jail so that they come away 
feeling that they really have atoned for their crimes, that they have left 
something useful behind in the community. As I say, some children's playground, 
some campsite . The question I have and I know it falls between departments -
you have got Social Services involved, you have the corrections system involved , 
the probation of ficers, you have got Public Services involved, but where is 
the co-ordinating - - you have the local community involved. Each community has 
a dif ferent set of  projects ; a dif ferent set of  requirements, but who in this 
administration is doing something to put together a co- ordinated package? That 
is my question. Who in this administration is putting together a sort of 
package, co- ordinating not only the dif ferent departments but the dif ferent 
levels of government? Who? 

TH E CHA IRMAN (Mr. Lyall ) : Thank you very much, Hon. David Searle , for that 
well presented judgment in this case. We will recess until 2 : 5 5 p. m .  and I will 
recognize Mr. Irving as soon as we get back i n  here. 

---SHORT  RE C E S S  

,- , _ 1  ,' , 
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T HE C HAIRMAN (Mr . Lya l l ) : The Chair recognizes a quorum and I cal l the committee 
back to  order . Mr . Irving . 

Justi.ce And Correct.ions Advisory Committee 

MR . IRVING : Mr . Chairman , in re p l y  to the H o n .  David Searl e ' s  submission I woul d 
l ike to state that the Department of Publ ic Services certainl y  recognizes the 
pro bl em and I woul d l ike to state that there is the committee cal l ed the justice 
and corrections advisory committee which is provided for by the Corrections 
Ordinance . This particul ar committee for a number of reasons I sup p ose has been 
dormant for the past year . It is my information  that the Department of S ocial 
Services is reactivating this committee and wil l be making certain recommendations 
to the E�ecutive of our government concerning a future ro l e  which woul d incl ude 
a number of the issues that were raised by H on .  David Searl e .  This particul ar 
committee woul d have a membership a p p o inted by the Commissioner which woul d 
encompass al l those areas rel ated by Hon . David Searl e ,  to wi t ,  the RCMP ,  the 
j udiciary , correctio ns and the various court sup p ort staff . S o  the matter is 
under review and ho peful l y  this particul ar committee wil l be abl e to accomp l ish 
some of the pro bl ems o ut l ined by Hon . David Searl e .  

THE C HAIRMAN (Mr . Lya l l ): Thank you ,  Mr . Irving . Hon . David Searl e .  

HON .  DAVID SEAR LE: Mr . Chairman , e xcept  for setting up the most general of cir
cumstances where work in the community might be a good thing , in other words , 
by setting up cl assic examp l es ,  I can not see other than that how coul d a 
central ized justice and corrections advisory committee be of much use in the 
specifics of each case . It seems to me that you have go t to get down at the 
l owest l evel , that is , at the community l evel and there has to be a concerted 
effort by community l eaders to inventory the projects , municipal projects , useful 
make-work - - I do not l ike to use 1

1 make-work 1 1  but useful work projects. Put. these together in a manner so that when the court is sitting in that communi ty 
the court can have that sort of thing before it which says what might be 
accomp l ished in that community , says who woul d provide the material s ,  who woul d 
provide the too l s and who woul d pro vide the supervision .  That o bviousl y woul d 
be very different in each community and woul d change in each community year by 
year and indeed month by mo nth as projects were being accom p l ished by l ocal 
Lions , Rotary or whomever . 

S o , I think that we have to get down into the communities , at that l evel , and 
start putting this to gether there and then co-ordinating it with the courts . I 
am meaning no disrespect of whoever is on the justice and corrections advisory 
co mmittee , as I understand it it is a very central ized gro up with a judge and 
a po l iceman and that so rt of person on it here in Yel l owknife , I think my advice 
woul d be to  get down at the l o wer l evel . 

TH E C H  A I RM AN ( Mr . Ly a l l ) : Th a n k yo u , H o· n . D a v i d Se a r l e . Mr . I r v i n g . 

Traditional  Ro l e  Of P o l ice Work 

MR . IRVING: Mr . Chairman , I comp l ete l y agree with Hon . David Sear l e .  I wou l d 
l ike to make one further o bservation which might be of interest to H o n .  David 
Searl e .  As I mentioned , this particul ar committee that has been inactive , we see 
it being more than just a central body . In one instance what my de partment is 
certainl y  interested in is the ro l e  of the p o l ice and by having senio r members 
of the po l ice on that committee then we co ul d see a further ro l e  in the very 
smal l communities where the p o l ice go back to the traditional ro l e  of p o l ice 
work in the North and take a more active ro l e  in the kind of pro bl ems that have 
been discussed . This is something I do not think in some areas is taking p l ace 
now . 



- 3 4 2  -

TH E CHA I RMAN (Mr . L y a l l ) :  Thank you , Mr . I rving . Mr . S te e n .  

MR . S TE EN :  Mr . Chai rman , I be l ieve H on .  D avid S e a r l e has asked a que stion a nd 
I wanted to a sk the same thing e a r l ie r  a nd that is what happened to our discussion 
du ring one of our sittings l ast ye a r  whe re  this committe e had re quested the 
administr a t i on to be gin to l ook a t  fi'nding , or ways and means of · taking ca re of  
the individua l s  who ha ve be e n  bre aking the l aw in the communitie s? I am not 
going to say ve ry much , a l though I think tha t pe rhaps the othe r day Mr . P e a rson 
was  l ooking for a ·  rock crushe r a nd I think pe rhaps you coul d use some hammers  
ove r in Frobishe r Ba y . I think that tha t woul d se rve the purpose . Howe ve r ,  
I woul d l ike to say wi th a l l due respect, I be l ie ve tha t we shoul d  not be sending 
peopl e who have be en bre aking the · l aw ,  we shoul d  not be se nding them on l ong 
t rips on P a c i fic We ste rn Ai r l ine s to H ay Rive r a nd p l ace s l ike tha t ,  we shoul d 
be l ooking at  ways to sa v e  money and ke eping the of fende rs in the community 
rathe r than  spending l a rge a mounts of  money giving them l ong f re e  r i de s  to 
H ay River , Ye l l owknife and so fo rth . Many of  us can not e ve n  get a f re e  ride 
unl e ss we bre ak the l aw .  So , that is a l l I have to say , Mr . Cha i rman .  

TH E CHA I RMAN (Mr .  Lya l l ) : Thank  you , Mr . Steen . Mr . P e a rson . 

Dive rsiona ry Court S e ntences 

MR . P EAR S ON :  I ju st wanted  to catch a coupl e of points of Hon . D avid S e a r l e 1 s .  
I think he st a rt�d of f on one aspect and went to a tota l l y  dif fe rent matte r .  
H e  went on to de fend the . magistra te court system from my criticism , but be a ring 
in mind tha t the depa rtment is in the process "of e sta bl ishing a pe rmanent 
magistr a te in the E aste r n  Arctic , I think Mr . I rving sugge sts that ma ybe next 
y e a r  that shoul d  occur , unl e ss of  course the rate of crime drops significantl y 
and we do not ne ed them . That woul d be kind of  nice but I suspect r a the r 
doubtful . Wha t Hon . D avid S e a r l e did point out ,  which I think is a ve ry va l id 
a rgument , is the a rgument of  dive rsion and this gove rnment has be en ta l king 
a bout it the same as  this gove rnment ha s be en ta l king a bout devol ution and 
decentra l i z ation but does  very l ittl e a bout it ; it ta l ks a bout it but does  not 
do much a bout it . 

I n  orde r to p rovide dive rsiona ry court sentence s ,  which I think is ve ry sensibl e ,  
a wise and probabl y mor e  e ff e ctive me ans than any othe r me thod , it re quires 
f acil ities , it  re quire s peopl e on the ground to handl e the case , to fol l ow it 
throu gh and to be a bl e  to put the individua l  to wo rk . The courts have sentenced 
young p eopl e in the vil l a ge to work but it me ans the vil l a ge sta f f  must go a nd 
ge t him out of bed ; the y demand to get pa id for their e f forts . The que stion 
o f w o r k e r s I c om p e n s a t i o n i s. a re a l t h re. a t , i f t h e re i s a n a cc i d e n t , w h a t w i l l 
happen.  None of it has e ve r  be e n  ca re ful l y  thought o ut or  pl anned , it is just 
t a l k and just words . 

I think wha t this depa rtment must do is work out a process ,  a scheme , have it 
funded , educate communftie s that these options a re avai l a bl e a nd give them 
the opportunity first , be fore  the y sentence peopl e to work in the community , 
a sk the community first if  they want it and the n  if the y a re wil l ing to set up 
some kind o f  system within the community to cate r to the se peopl e .  Howeve r ,  
I think some body ha s to ge t the mse l ve s  in ge a r  and do this , and ma ybe it is 
the j ob of  the justices of the pe ace , or it needs a group of peopl e or Socia l 
S e rvices or  whateve r ,  but it ne eds to be done and I think it ne eds to be done 
quickl y and I think so because it ca n save a l ot of mone y and do a mo re 
e ffective j ob of de a l ing with of fende rs .  
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T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Thank you , Mr. Pearson. Comments of a general 
nature? Court services , page 5 . 03 ,  $1 , 450 , 000. Mr. Nickerson. 

Collection Of Coroner 1 s Fines 

MR. NICKERSON : Before we deal with this m aybe we could clear up this issue 
of the collection of coroner 1 s fines. All I am  looking for , Mr. Chairm an , is 
some kind of undertaking by the department that  they will indeed look into 
this m atter and find out whether the existing system of handing the money 
over to an RCMP officer in their opinion is suita ble or whether they can use 
or adopt a system similar to that used norm ally for the collection of fines. 
I wonder if we could have some assurance on that , Mr. Chairm an. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Mr. Irving . 

MR. IRVING : Mr . Chairm an , I have done some research into Mr. Nickerson ' s  
problem , or our probl em , and the answer is yes , there will be a new procedure 
followed . I might explain briefly that this is the first time where a 
coroner levied a fine in a contempt type of incident and for the need of 
giving the fine to somebody , the police apparently took possession. It is 
not the policy for the police to accept fines for obvious reasons and the 
policy that will be used is that the individual will be re quested to subm i t 
the fine directly to the court where there is the procedure to accept an 
account or fines in the proper m anner . 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Thank you, Mr . Irving. Mr. Stewart . 

MR. STEWART : Thank you , Mr. Chairm an. wonder if the witnesses could tell 
us whether there is any progress being m a de in an attempt to have the crown 
prosecutors come under the territorial court services system? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Mr. Irving . 

MR. IRVING: Mr . Chairm an , I believe that this is a continuing type of problem , 
if you wish to call it that. I think it would suit the purposes of this 
government and our department if that were the case but unfortunately the 
prosecutors are employed by the Department of Justice in Ottawa . There is a 
local office and we are m aking some inroads, and I might mention that during 
the past year the senior legal staff of our Department of Public Services 
have been appointed as  agents for the attorney general for the purpose of 
prosecuting territorial ordinances , but I rather believe that until the 
Northwest Turritories becomes, or attains some form of provincial status that 
the attorney general 1 s function will rem ain with the Minister of Justice 
who is the Attorney General of the Northwest Territories . I do not see this 
coming in the very near future , but cer t ainly it would proba bly assist in 
the administration of justice in the Northwest Territories where you would 
consolidate all offices of justice under one roof . 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Thank you, Mr . Irving . Mr . Stewart .  

No Crown Prosecutor In H ay River 

MR . STEWART : Mr. Chairm an, I think proba bly I should illustrate what has 
happened at H ay River . A courthouse was built, I presume at the request of 
the Department of Justice or somebody, a magistrate was put in pla ce , a 
crown prosecutor was put in place and offices opened . Last yectr the crown 
prosecutor was withdrawn to Yellowkni fe with the a l ibi by the crow� prosecutor 1 s 
office that they could not get a lawyer who would stay i n  H ay River. So , 
we now have court facilities with no crown prosecutor. Surely the clear 
economics of this situation does not make much sense . We know that this group 
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does not only serve Hay R i ver they also travel to other places and thi s  
means dual charters i n  a lot of i nstances. If the weather i s  bad i n  
Yellowkni fe and the crown prosecutor can not jo i n  the rest of the court 
then the court can not proceed and i t  creates very many d i ff i cult i es. I 
was just wonder i ng whether i t  m i ght not be i n  order at thi s  poi nt to make 
a mot i on that thi s House goes on record as request i ng that the Department 
of Just i ce turn over the crown prosecutor funct i ons to the operat i on of the 
terr i tor i al government because i t  seems r i d i culous the way i t  i s. 

TH E CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Irvi ng. 

MR. IRVING : Mr. Cha i rman, I have to agree wi th the Member, w i th Mr. Stewart, 
and I have to say that our department was not i n  favour of the Department 
of Just i ce removi ng the prosecutor 1 s offi ce from Hay R i ver. I would also 
have to say that we would favour that part i cular mot i on that at some future 
date the prosecutor 1 s offi ce should come under the terr i tor i al government. 

TH E CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Stewart, are you prepared to make that mot i on? 

MR. STEWART: I wonder, Mr. Cha i rman, i f  you would g i ve me a few m i nutes ' and 
we can go on to somethi ng else and I w i ll come back to thi s  and make my 
mot ion. Could we leave th i s  for a moment wh i le I put thi s  moti on together 
so i t  i s  correct? 

TH E CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Yes, Mr. Stewart. Any further comments of a 
general nature on court servi ces? We w i ll just wai t  for the mot i on to be 
drafted. Mr. Pearson. 

MR. PEARSON: Mr. Cha i rman, could we just to keep thi ngs movi ng, go on to 
safety? In response to a quest i on I asked yesterday, d i d  Mr. Irv i ng bri ng 
w i th hi m the reg i strat i on papers necessary for a vehi cle w i th all the st i cky 
tags? Perhaps Mr. Irvi ng i s  not aware of how much work i s  i nvolved i n  that 
bus i ness. Deputy Comm i ss i oner Parker i s  not and was surpri sed when I 
explai ned to h i m  what the procedure was . 

TH E CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Is i t  the w i sh of thi s  Assembly we go on to 
safety? 

---Agreed 

Safety, Total O And M 

Safety, Department of Publ i c  Serv i ces, total operat i ons and mai ntenance, 
$684, 0 0 0. Mr. Pearson. 

MR. PEARSON: Wi ll the f i re marshal be jo i n i ng us, Mr. Cha i rman? 

TH E CH AIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Is i t  the w i sh of th i s  Assembly to get the f i re 
marshal? 

---Agreed 

MR. PEARSON: If that i s  the case . . .  

TH E CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Could we go on to somethi ng else wh i le we are 
wai t i ng for the f i re marshal? 

MR . PEARSON: Could we go on to reg i stri es on the next page? 

TH E CH AIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Is i t  the w i sh of th i s  Assembly to go on to 
reg i str i es then? 

-- - Agreed 

C 



- 3 4 3  -

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Thank you, Mr. Pearson. Comments of a general 
nature? Court  services , page 5 . 0 3 ,  $ 1 , 45 0 , 0 0 0 .  Mr. Nickerson. 

Collec tion Of Coroner ' s  Fines 

MR. N ICKE RSON : Before we deal wit h  t his maybe we c ould clear up t his issue 
of t he c ollec tion of c oroner's fines. All I am lo oking for , Mr. Chairman, is 
some kind of undertaking by t he department t hat  t hey will i ndeed lo ok into  
t his mat ter and find out  whet her the  existing system of  han d i ng t he money 
over t o  an RCMP officer in t heir opinion is suitabl e or whet h er t hey can use 
or adopt a system similar t o  t hat used normally for t he . c o l l ec tion of fines. 
I wonder if we c ould have some assurance on t hat,  Mr. C h airman. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Mr. Irving. 

MR. IRV ING : Mr. Chairman, I have done some researc h  in to Mr. Nic k erson's 
problem, or our probl em,  and t he answer i s  yes, t here wil l b� a new pro cedure 
followed. I mig h t  explain briefly t hat t his is t he first t i me where a 
c oroner levied a fine in a c ontempt type of incident and for t he need of 
giving t he fine to somebody, t he police apparently t o ok possession. It is 
not  t he policy for t he police t o  ac cept fines for obvious reasons and t he 
policy t hat will be used is t hat t he individual will be reque s ted to  sub1 ,1 · i t  
t he fine direc tly to  t he  c our t where t here is t he pro cedure to  ac cept an 
acc ount or fines in t he proper manner. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Thank you, Mr. Irving. Mr. Stewart. 

MR. STEWA RT : Thank you, Mr. Chairman . wonder if t he witnesses c ould tell 
us whet her t here is any pro gress being made in an at tempt t o  have t he crown 
prosecut ors c ome under t he territ orial c ourt services syst em? 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Mr. Irving. 

MR. I RVING : Mr . Chairman, I believe t hat t his is a c ontinuing type of problem, 
if you wish t o  call it t hat. I t hink it would suit t he purposes of t his 
g overnment and our department if t hat were t he case but unfortunately t he 
prosecut ors are employed by the  Department of Justice in Ot tawa. There is a 
lo cal office and we are making some inroads, and I mig h t  mention t hat during 
t he past year t he senior legal staff of our Department of Public Services 
have been appointed as agents for t he at torney general for t he purpose of 
prosecuting territ orial ordinances, but I rat her believe t hat until t he 
Nort h west Torrit ories bec omes, or at tains some form of provincia l  status t hat 
t he at t orney general ' s  func tion will remain wit h  t he Minister of Justice 
wh o is t he A t t orney General of t he Nort hwest Territ ories. I do no t see t his 
c oming in t he very near future, but certainly it would probably assist in 
t he administration of justice in t he Nort hwest Territ ories where you would 
c onsolidate all offices of justice under one roof . 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Lyall) : T hank you, Mr. Irving. Mr. Stewart. 

No Crown Prosecut or In Hay River 

MR . STEWA RT : Mr. Chairman, I t hink probably I sh ould illustrate what has 
happened at Hay River. A c our t h ouse was built ,  I presume at t he request of 
t he Depar tment of Justice or somebody, a magistrate was put in place, a 
crown prosecut or was put in place and offices opened . Last year t he crown 
prosecut or was wit hdrawn t o  Yellowknife wit h  t he alibi by t he crown prosecutor's 
office t hat t hey c ould no t get a lawyer wh o  would stay i n  Hay River. So , 
we now have c ourt facilities wit h no crown prosecutor. Surely t he clear 
ec onomics of t his situation does no t make muc h  sense . We know t hat t his group 
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does not only serve Hay River they also travel to other places and this 
means dual charters i n  a lot of instances. If the weather is bad in 
Yellowknife and the crown prosecutor can not join the rest of the court 
then the court can not proceed and it creates very many difficulties. I 
was just wondering whether it might not be in order at this point to make 
a motion that this House goes on record as requesting that the Department 
of Justice turn over the crown prosecutor functions to the operation of the 
territorial government because it seems ridiculous the way it is. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Irving. 

M R . IRV ING : Mr. Chairman, I have to agree with the Member, with Mr. Stewart, 
and I have to say that our department was not in favour of the Department 
of Justice removing the prosecutor ' s  office from Hay River. I would also 
have to say that we would favour that particular motion that at some future 
date the prosecutor's office should come under the territorial government. 

THE CH A IRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Stewart, are you prepared to make that motion? 

M R .  STE WART: I wonder, Mr. Chairman, if you would give me a few minutes and 
we can go on to something else and I will come back to this and make my 
motion. Could we leave this for a moment while I put this motion together 
so it is correct? 

THE CH A IRMA N (Mr . Ly a l 1 ) : Ye s , Mr . S t e w a rt . Any f u rt he r comm en ts o f a 
general nature on court services? We will just wait for the motion to be 
drafted. Mr. Pearson. 

M R. PEARSON: Mr. Chairman, could we just to keep things moving, go on to 
safety? In response to a question I asked yesterday, did Mr. Irving bring 
with him the registration papers necessary for a vehicle with all the sticky 
tags? Perhaps Mr. Irving is not aware of how much work is involved in that 
business. Deputy Commissioner Parker is not and was surprised when I 
explained to him what the procedure was . 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Is it the wish of this Assembly we go on to 
safety? 

---Agreed 

Safety, Total O And M 

Safety, Department of Publ i c Services, total operations and maintenance, 
$684,000. Mr. Pearson. 

M R. PEARSON: Will the fire marshal be joining us, Mr. Chairman? 

THE CH A IRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Is it the wish of this Assembly to get the fire 
marshal? 

---Agreed 

M R. PEARSON: If that is the case . . .  

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Could we go on to something else while we are 
waiting for the fire marshal? 

M R .  P EARSON: Could we go on to registries on the next p�ge? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Is it the wish of this Assembly to go on to 
registries then? 

---Agreed 

C . 
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Registries, Total O And M 

Maybe we will have to get somebody from registries to o. We will go o n  to 
registries on page 5 . 05 .  Mr . I rvin g, do you have an answer for Mr . Pearso n ?  

MR . I RV I NG :  Mr . Chairman,  the previous questio n  was in regard to the amount 
of paper work involved when obtaining a licence . I have lo o ked at the docume nts 
an d I am aware that there is a go od deal involved in obtaining a registratio n .  
Some of this has increased. I have to state that what we have been attempting 
to do in regard to the reclassificatio n  of drivers' licences and  to update the 
whole matter or registratio n s  is to go o n  par with what the other provinces 
are doing . 

The problem has been that the other jurisdictio ns in the provinces have been 
registerin g  some concern in the area of licensing an d our driver testing. W hat 
we have do ne by updating our procedures is to have some balan ce. I am happy 
to state that within the past few mo nths the other jurisdictio ns have been 
surprised as to how far we have go ne and are willing to accept our standard of 
licensing on a par with their own . The problem was up until last year that 
drivers' licences i ssued in the Northwest Territories were n ot going to be 
accepted in the rest- of Canada . Our examin atio ns, our licensing system were n ot 
o n  par with the other jurisdictions . Unfortunately, a certain amount of extra 

.paper work is involved . The medical examinatio ns are a little more extensive 
and apply to more classes of drivers, but I suppose that is the price you pay 
for having a better system . But I would like to mentio n to Mr . Pearso n,  Mr . 
Chairman, that as a result of his in quiry a review is currently under way in our 
motor vehicles offices to see whether we might be abl e  to elimin ate some of the 
red tape and this is being do ne . 

THE CHA !. RMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Mr . Pearso n .  

The Bureaucratic Process 

MR . PEARSON : I was n ot co ncerned so much with the red tape as Mr. I rving puts 
it, but the actual physical process of making out this registratio n  paper 
because it is necessary for the sten o to type out the whole thing and then to 
remove the sticky tags from o ne of the sheets and attach it to a copy of the 
thing and type some more and take an other o ne  and go through this seven times. 
The amount of work is just incredible. The red tape and necessity for registra
tion  I am n ot questioning . I t  is just the ease and speed at which that is do ne 
or the lack of it . 

The other thing I am co n cerned ab out, Mr . Chairman , is the local motor vehicle 
operators ' examination  and the bureaucracy, the bureaucratic processes that 
are going to have to be undertaken with · that . I have here o ne such applicatio n . 
I t  is o ne of the biggest I have ever seen . It  is called "A motor vehicle 
ope r a t o r I s me d i c a l e x am i n a t i o n r e p o r t 11 • I t i s i n f i v e o r s i x c o p i e s a n d d e a l s 
with the most incredible subjects I have ever seen in my life . It  requires 
to k n ow whether o ne ' s  ears are functioning or how well they functi o n ,  o ne's 
n ose, throat, heart, blood pressure, locomotor, lur. gs, about hernia, rectum and 
anus . I can n ot for the life of me see what that has to do with the ability 
to drive a car . I wo nder how much of this bureaucracy is goin g to rear its 
ugly head in the next couple of years when o ne goes to apply for a driver's 
licence, what will you have to go through when you go to get married? My God ! 

You k n ow, is there to be n o  end to this bureaucratic malarky or do we just go 
on printing forms and having people typing them out and having filing cabinets 
as big as this hotel to keep al l this paper work in ? I . do n ot see anywhere o n  
it that o ne  has t o  have a social insurance number -- yes, a social insurance 
number is required . There it is right there . We are getti ng  buried in our own 
paper work . I just poin t this out n ot o nly for amusement ' s  sake, n or to cheer 
up these dreary meetings, but to point out I thin k some serious problems that 
we are run ning into in this administratio n  of bureaucratic cancer . 
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THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Lyall): Thank you, Mr. Pearso n.  Mr. Irvin g. 

A Standard Motor Vehicle Medical Form 

MR. IRVING : Mr. Chairman, I have to answer the observatio ns of the Member. 
First of all, that is a stan dard motor vehicle medical for� similar in every 
respect to the o ne utilized in the provin ce of Alberta. It is true it has a 
number of items which may appear to be insignifi cant. In fact it is a check 
list for the benefit of the medical examiner, that is, the do ctor doing it. 
He does n ot have to c omplete the whole part of that form. He may o nly want to 
use a very small part. In his judgment he signs it, that the perso n being 
examined is fit to drive a certain type of vehicle and n ot a car. That particu
lar do cument  is required by school bus operators, c ommercial buses, taxi drivers . 
It is for the protection  of the public. I think the aim here was the type of 
form that could be a check list type that would be of benefit to the medical 
examiner and although it appears to be cumbersome, the do ctor can dispatch with 
some speed the c ompletio n  of that form. 

One last item, Mr. Chairman .  Although there is a provision  for a so cial 
insuran ce number o n  that form, that does n ot have to be c ompleted. It is merely 
there I suppose for an other form of identification, but you may be assured, 
Mr. Chairman, with the c o ntroversy involving the so cial insuran ce numbers we 
would rather people n o t  fill it out if they do n ot want to. · Perhaps it sh ould 
n ot even be o n  there. It was o nly I suppose a formality in that sen se. 

THE  CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Lyall): Thank you, Mr. Irving. Mr. Pearson.  

Forms Co n cerning Personal Details 

MR. PEARSON: J ust o n e  final c omment. What I am c o n cerned with is that when 
those kinds of forms c o ntain the details, very perso nal details o n  the c o nditio n 

C 

of somebody ' s  rectum, for God ' s  sake, sitting in territorial government offices 
(-_ -·:: in filing cabinets there c omes a questio n  of c o nfidentiality and how do we cope 

with that? Can we c ope with that? Is the place secure? Are people ' s  perso nal 
and me ntal abilities and all kinds of very perso nal things floating around the 
medical records, medical rec ords for people floating around  the motor vehicle 
licensing office? I mean I would hope that those kinds of things are protected 
and  secured so they are n ot available to anybody but highly qualified and se cure 
pe ople in the offices of those to whom these things are entrusted. It is maj or 
stuff. 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Lyall): Thank you, Mr. Pearso n .  Mr. Irvin g .  
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Co n f i denti a l  Documen ts 

MR . IRVING :  Mr. Chai rman , I woul d l i ke to assure the Hon ourabl e Member that 
those are confi denti al documen ts. They are secure i nasmuch as they are kept 
i n  l ocked f i l i ng cabi nets and we have securi ty perso n nel  who guard our parti cul ar 
premi ses. I woul d l i ke to a l so menti o n  that there i s  a med i cal exami ner who 
compl etes that form and i n  regard to stri ct l y perso nal co nfi den ti a l  i n format i o n  
I woul d rather doubt that he woul d e nter those parti cul ar thi n gs that he fel t 
mi ght be a detr i ment to the perso n be i n g exami ned o n  the form .  The ma i n  po i nt 
of that form i s  the si gnature at the bottom , i n  the doctor ' s  o p i n i o n  that the 
operator appl yi n g  for a parti cu l ar l i cence that requ i res an exami �ati o n , that 
the doct or e i ther says he i s  qua l i fi ed or n ot qual i fi ed .  He does n o t  have to 
go on record and state al l the possi bl e conf i de nt i a l  reaso ns why the operator 
shoul d n o t have a l i ce nce . That form i s  for hi s assi stance o n l y. 

TH E CH A IR MAN ( Mr . .Ly a l l ) : Th a n k yo u , M r . I r v i n g . M r . P e a r s o n . 

MR . P EARSON : Aga i n ,  Mr. Cha i rma n , i t  i s  very deta i l ed an d i t  says any questi o n s  
wi th 1 1 yes 1 1  an swers shoul d  be expl a i ned bel ow w i th detai l s  o f  med i cati o n , date 
of l ast se i zure , psychi atri c d i seases,  addi cti o ns ,  other d i seases , bl acko uts , 
fa i n ti ng  spel l s , anaemi a and i t  goes o n . an d  o n  and o n .  I woul d thi n k  surel y 
i f  the reaso n for thi s med i cal exami nat i o n  to be attached as part of the form 
i s  n o t  attached to the part oppo si te that i t  woul d be kn own and i t  woul d have 
to be f i l l ed i n . Otherwi se the exami ner of the i nd i vi dual appl y i ng  for the 
l i cence i s  go i ng to say 1

1 ! ain sorry , but we do n ot kn ow i f  you have go t a hern i a .  
It i s  n ot po i nted out or your metabo l i c  d i seases are n ot shown. 1

1 

He m i ght say , 1
1 Pl ease pro vi de the deta i l s  or you can n ot have a l i cence 1

1 ,  

woul d thi n k .  If i t  i s  a matter of you pho n i n g up the doctor and sayi ng , 1 1 How 
i s  thi s  guy , George , i s  he okay? 11 and he says , 1

1 Yes II  an d you put a t i ck o n  
the form , why bother havi ng the form? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyal l ) :  Thank you , Mr . Pearso n .  Mr. N i ckerso n .  

MR. NICK ERSON: If you i nsi st that I tal k  o n  thi s parti cul ar subject , Mr. 
Cha i rma n , I guess I w i l l . I real l y  d i d  n ot want to. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lya l l ) : I have your name o n  the l i st. When I f i rst cal l ed 
out regi stri es . you put up your hand so I put your name down . 

MR . NICKERSON : My i nte nt i o n  at that ti me was to tal k  o n  a d i ffere nt subject 
whi ch wo ul d come u nder the general regi str i es acti vi ty. I' do have somethi n g  
t o  say l ater o n  wi th respect to dr i vers ' l i ce nces. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lya l l ): Okay. Mr . Steen .  

Restri cti o ns O n  Mi n i bi kes 

MR. STE EN: My ma i n co n cern , Mr . Chai rma n , i s  the requi reme nt that chi l dren 
un der the age of 19 can n o t  dri ve a m i n i bi ke .  You kn ow ,  they must have a regi s
trati o n  i n  order to use a mi n i bi ke. They must have the mi n i bi ke regi stered , 
they must be over the age of 1 8  before they can ri de o n  the road o n  such a 
bi ke. My po i n t I guess i s  that there i s  n o t  to o much recreati o n  i n  the l ocal 
commun i t i es and we shoul d a l l ow these chi l dren over the age of 12 to be abl e to 
r i de a mi n i bi ke ,  or maybe 14 or so , to a l l ow them to  ri de a m i n i bi ke wi thout 
havi n g  to be requi red to attai n the age of 19. There; are so man y  three-wheel ed 
vehi cl es a l so i n  the North n ow and I see thein a l o t i n  Ranki n In l et and a l l 
the other pl aces surround i n g  Rank i n In l et and a l s o  � n  the West . There are qui te 
a few mi n i bi kes that the ki ds woul d l i ke to use but they can n ot use them 
because there are so ma ny restri ct i o ns. They woul d l i ke to be abl e to do other 
thi ngs rather tha n just p l ay games i n  the co mmu n i ty ha l l .  •They fee l that 
perhaps ri d i ng aroun d o n  the l a nd or i n  the commun i ty woul d keep them out of 
troubl e and i t  woul d serve the purpose of keepi n g  them out of mi schi ef. 
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Now ,  I t hink p erha ps , and I do not know , m aybe t his sh o ul d come  under a not her 
category , under t he ordina nce p erh a ps .  I woul d l ike to h e ar so me co mme nts fro m 
t he witnesses on  t h a t ,  Mr . C h airm a n .  

TH E CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Lya l l ) : Mr . Irving . 

MR . IRVING: Mr . C h a irma n ,  we recognize t h e  pro bl e m  as  identified by t h e  Member 
and I woul d l ike to sta te th at t h ere wil l be a mendments which wil l be o ut to 
t his Asse mbl y to the  Ve hicl es Ordina nce when  the  Al l - terrain Ve hicl e s  Ordinance 
is introduced . It cove rs the very thing that Mr . Ste en h a s  mentioned and perh a ps 
the  matter can be de a l t with at  tha t  time . 

/ 

TH E C HAIRMAN ( Mr .  Lya l l ) : T h ank you, Mr . Irving . Mr . Steen . 

MR . ST E EN: I a m  very p l e a sed to h e ar t h at the  witne ss is in agre e ment with my 
t hinking a nd I wil l be l o oking forward to it . 

TH E C HAIRMAN ( Mr .  Lya l l ) : T h a nk you , Mr . Ste e n .  C omments of a ge nera l nature 
under  registries .  Mr . Nickerson . 

App l icant ' s C opy Of Medica l E x a mination R e p ort 

MR . NICKE RSON: With resp ect to t his motor ve hicl e medica l e x a mination re port , 
wil l the  a p p l icant ge t a co py of this ,  one of the  seve ra l  sh e ets w hic h make up  
t his form ? Wil l one of th em  be  given to  the  a p p l icant for his p o ssession? 

TH E CH  A IR  MAN ( Mr . Ly  a 11 ) : Mr . I r vi n g . 

MR . IRVING: As I understand it , yes .  T h e  medica l e x a miner give s him a co py. 

T H E C HAIRMAN ( Mr .  Lya l l ) : Mr . Nickerso n .  

MR . NICKE RSON: W hy woul d it not be p o ssibl e inste ad o f  h aving this l ong co mp l i
ca ted form t h a t  contains a l l m anne r of very p ersona l que stions w hic h wil l h ave a 
fairl y wtde distribution ,  and co pies  wil l end up in Ye l l owknife on fil e h ere , 
and on fil e in Otta wa - - th ere is no way in the  day  of the  Xero x machine you can 
ke e p  th e se things confidentia l ,  confidentia l documents went out wh e n  th e Xero x 
mac hine ca me in so why is it not p ossibl e to h ave a very simp l e  form th at a 
m edica l practitioner can fil l in a nd say ,  1 1 I find t his individua l  of a suita bl e 
medic a l  condition that he  sh oul d get a l icence 1 1

, so mething ve ry ,  ve ry sim p l e 
wit hout t h e se references to his m e nta l sta bil ity a nd th e condition of his 
rectum a nd everything e l se ?  

TH E C HAIRMAN ( Mr .  Lya l l ) : Mr . Irving . 

MR . IR VING: Mr . C h airman , t h at is e ntire l y  possibl e .  I t hink th at pro ba bl y  
if this Assembl y so instructs th at coul d be done , bu t w h at we have done h ere 
is to ado pt t h e  medic a l  form t h a t  is used in ano th er bigger j urisdiction ,  t he 
province of A l berta . I wil l j ust mention the  fact again that  w hen you are 
l icensing a driver of a sc hoo l bus , if you wa nt our de p a rtment to issue th at 
l icence on t h e  stre ngth of a piece of p a p er with a doctor's name on i t  that says 
that t h e  man is oka y ,  so be it . 
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THE CHA I RMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Mr . Nickerson . 

MR . N ICKERSON : will defer to Mr . Pearson . 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Mr . Pearson . 

Authority Of The Doctor 

MR . PEARSON : If  a doctor says this man is okay who is there in your department 
to challenge to say, "You have not checked his rectum 1 1 ? Surely if the doctor 
says he is okay you can soon check to see if the doctor is qualified or bona 
fide. It  is not necessary to challenge the doctor, some bureaucrat to challenge 
the doctor and say, 11 But his haemoglobin count is above normal and his who-jars 
have got thingumabobs 1 1

• 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr � Lyall) : Mr . Irving . 

MR. IRV ING :  Mr . Chairman, nobody in this department is going to challenge the 
doctor . The form is merely a check-off for the doctor 1 s consideration and to 
assist him . The signature at the bottom says that he is either capable or 
incapable and he does not have to complete the entire document; that is up to 
the doctor, he is the professional . The form sets out for what reason the licence 
is needed and, in the doctor 1 s opinion, he says that he is or is not and nobody 
in motor vehicles is going to question that doctor 1 s authority or decisibn and 
could care less whether he fills in the entire form or not, including a rectal 
examination and for the grace of God I do not know why that particular item 
is there, but maybe the doctor does . 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Mr . Nickerson . 

Motion That Motor Vehicle Operator 1 s Medi cal Examination Be Rescinded And Replaced 

MR . N I CKERSON :  I wish to move a motion, Mr . Chairman, and the motion reads 
as follows : I move that this committee recommend that the motor vehicle opera
tor ' s  medical examination report be rescinded and be replaced with a form 
which makes no reference to the applicant 1 s social insurance number or medical 
information which should be of a private or confidential nature . 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr . Lyall) : To the motion . Does everyone understand the motion? 
Hon . David Searle . 

HON. DAV I D  SEARLE : I apologize if I have missed some -Of the debate but my 
concern is what kind of a medical examination can one be required to take and 
not be in the area of confidentiality ? I guess it occurs to me that if they 
find that I have a heart murmur or apoplexy, surely that is private and confi
dential but absolutely critical as well, with respect to whether or not I 
should have a chauffeur ' s  licence and I should be wheeling down the h i �hway in 
some huge semitrailer van carrying propane and crashing into a park, as recently 
occurred in I think, Spain where 250 people were killed or injured . When you 
get into the area of medical examinations generally they tend to be pretty 
thorough, whether they are for insurance or any other purpose and any information 
that bears on your ability physically to be trusted with that type of piece of 
equipment , I think , could easily be as well rega·rded as private and confidential . 

Maybe I am missing a point here and maybe my friend Mr . Nickerson can tell me 
how you can have a medical examination and yet the findings go to someone and 
not be private and confidential. I agree if you say that for instance you have 
a venereal disease I do not think that partic�larly bears on whether you should 
have a chauffeur ' s  licence or not unless it is something that deteriorates the 
brain . 

TH E CHA IRMAN ( Mr. Lyall) : Thank you, Hon. David Searle . Mr . Irving . 

MR . IRV ING :  Mr .  Chairman , I have to agree with Hon . David Searle entirely . 
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TH E CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Lyall ) :  Mr. Nickerson . 

Many Unnecessary Questions 

MR. NICKERSON : I think, Mr. Chairman, if Hon. David Searle had been listening 
to the earlier discussion he would have heard the witness say that it is their 
intention to take the word of the doctor whether or not someone is in a proper 
medical condition to be able to have a licence or not. Now, with the present 
system we have, it makes reference to certain diseases and conditions which 
would disallow a person at this present time from having a licence, diseases 
such. as epilepsy and other types of disabling -conditions. Presumably the 
doctor would be aware of all these conditions under which circumstances he 
would not be able to g ive his medical certificate. 

Now, it seems to me that it is completely unnecessary for a lot of the questions 
contained on that report, they are not necessary to ask at all. I just can 
not understand why the witnesses said they would want to g ive this very long, 
complicated form out to be filled in by the doctor and then not insist that 
things be filled out. You have room on there for a social insurance number, 
there is a little block set aside for it and the first thing that will happen 
is the doctor ' s  secretary or nurse is going to start asking all the information, 
"Social insurance number, please, " and there are not that many people who would 
have it in their mind that this is not something they have to g ive. Most people 
would assume that since there is a place blocked out for that information on 
the form that it is something they are obliged to g ive. 

I would not at all mind a simple form that the doctor filled in, and I would 
insist that one copy of the report be made to the applicant. On this form 
there would be no reference to social insurance number and there would be two 
kinds of sections to be filled in. One would be, 1

1 1 find this person in a 
suitable condition so that they should be g iven a licence ", and the other one 
would be, 11 I do not find them in that condition because of . . . 1 1  and then there 
might -be a space, where he might put in becaus..--e of epilepsy or because of improper 
vision or something like that but it must be �omething really simple. Surely 
we do not need all the voluminous i nformation contained on this report. 

If my motion is worded in such a way that it would prevent such a simple type of 
report, then I certainly do not mean that to be the cpse. Perhaps the Hon. 
David Searle could assist me because apparently there is no Legal Advisor here 
right now for amending the motion to allow that to take place. But I would be 
utterly opposed to having something like this in existence which in my opinion 
is completely unnecessary. 

TH E CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall ) :  Thank you, Mr. Nickerson. Mr. Stewart. 

MR. STEWART: Following up on what Mr . Nickerson said, what would the necessity 
be if the dottor was not going to give his authorization? Would there be any 
necessity to fill out any form of any kind saying 1

1 1 refuse because of whatever 11? 
Either have a certificate saying you can have a driver ' s  licence or surely you 
do not need the other document. You either get it or you do not get it. I think 
the confidentiality is worse than what you are stating. If it i s  written out 
why you are not getting it, it is really the other situation you are trying to 
get out of. 



- 35 1 -

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyal l): Hon . Davi d Searl e ,  to the m oti on . 

The So l e  Issue Of Fi tness To Dri ve 

HON . DAVID SEARLE: We l l , I thi nk, Mr . Chai rman, I agre e very substanti a l l y  
wi th not h avi ng a bunch of questi ons on a form that wou l d ap p ear i rre l evant 
to whether or not you shou l d  be gett i ng a chauffeur's l i cence . But i t  se ems 
to  me  that a l l of those sorts of questi ons can easi l y  be de l eted from  the 
form and ye t l eave there a re qu i rem ent, i f  we, i n  our w i sdom I sup p ose,  thi nk 
there should be, for a medi cal e xam i nati on whi ch wou l d  s i m p l y  then p r ov i de a 
cert i f i cate by a do ctor th at thi s  p erson was fi t, i n  other words, a safe r i sk 
to be whe e l i ng some  great m onstrous p i ece of e qui p m ent down the road w i th 
e x p l os i ve mater i al on the back of i t .  That i s  essenti al l y what we are concerned 
w i th .  

It se e ms to me then· just a matter o f  be i ng judgmental i n  se parati ng the sense l ess 
questi ons wh i ch do not bear on that i ssue wi thout re qui r i ng that the who l e  
procedure be di s conti nued .  It i s  more a questi on of cutti ng i t  back to a 
sens i bl e, re l evant questi on of fi tness to dri ve a veh i c l e than i t  i s  of dump i ng 
out the who l e form. If that i s  so, why do we not just si m p ly suggest that the 
docume nt go back to the adm i ni strati on and they would return at some  ap propri ate 
t i me  w i th somethi ng that i s  restri cted i nstead, to the bare essent i a l s  bear i ng 
on the i ssue of f i tne s s  to dri ve so l e l y  and deleti ng al l · the other unnecessary 
mater i al  from i t .  

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyal l): Thank you, Hon . Davi d Sear le . Mr . Pearson . 

MR . PEARSON: I thi nk Hon .  Davi d S�arl e i s  r i ght . That i s  the ap proach . You 
can grade p e o ple li ke you can grade eggs, grade A large m eans trucks over what
e ver s i ze ;  med i um, cracked eggs, bi cycl es onl y or whatever . 

HON . DAVID SEARLE: What about scrambled? 

MR . PEARSON: That would a l l take place wi th i n the confi denti al i ty of the 
doctor ' s  offi ce and he marks whatever, 1

1 A l arge 1 1  and that i s  i t .  

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr .  Lyall): Thank you, Mr . Pearson. Mr . Stewart . 

Bypass The Motor Veh i cles Branch 

MR . STEWART: I thi nk probably the answer to thi s  i s  just to have a form sent 
out by the li censi ng co mm i ss i on that the doctor must f i l l and ke e p  i n  confi den
ti ali ty in hi s fi les , the doctor ' s  fi l es and gi ve a certi f i c�te say i ng the man 
has passed the e xam i nati on pursuant to secti on such and such of the 
V ehi cles Ordi nance and that i s  i t. He � i gns i t  and the form stays wi th the 
doctor . It should not come  back here . It should not come  to the motor vehi cles 
branch . I thi nk the form has got to be made up because you have to have a l i st 
of questi ons you are re questi ng to be aske d by the doctor but i t  should s�ay 
wi th the doctor, just a certi f i cate sayi ng the man has met the re qui rem ents . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall): Thank you, Mr . Stewart . · Mr . N i ckerson . 

MR . NICKERSON: I thi nk that that whi ch was sai d by both Hon .  Davi d Searle and 
Mr. Stewart makes a lot of sense, Mr . Chai rm an .  If there can be an undertaki ng 
by the Departm ent of Publi c Servi ces that they wi l l  take thi s  form back and at 
a l ater ti me duri ng th i s  sessi on bri ng another one before us whi ch makes a l i ttl e 
bi t m ore sense, then I would be very p l eased to w i t•hdraw my m oti on . 
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : T hank you , Mr. N i ckerson. Shall I read out th e 
m oti on? Mr. Ni cke rson. 

Mot i on T hat Moto r Veh i cle Ope rato r ' s Medi cal Examinat i on Be Resci hded And Replaced , 
Wi th drawn 

MR. NICKERSON : I rather suspect that after  h avi ng li stened to the d i scussi on 
and the general agreement that ex i sts wi th i n  th i s  co mm i ttee that th e department 
o r  th e government w i ll g i ve that undertak i ng and then o f  course , i t  would be 
unnecessary to pr oceed any further w i th the moti on. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall ) : Mr. Irvi ng. 

MR. IRVING : Mr. Chai rman ,  yes , I would agree and we w i ll unde rtake that 
pr oposal. 

Reg i str i es ,  Total O And M ,  Agreed 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : T h ank you , Mr. Irvi ng. Regi str i es ,  total O and M ,  
$ 1 ,740 ,000. Agreed? 

---Agreed 

MR. NICKERSON : Accordi ng to the preamble here , regi str i es i s  the department 
that deals w i th legal ai d. I have a numb�r o f  questi ons on legal ai d but i t  
was my understandi ng that a legal ai d o rdi nance was t o  be i ntroduced at th i s  
sessi on. I f  th i s  i s  th e case , I can br i ng up the co mments I have when that 
document i s  bei ng di scussed. Is th i s  i ndeed the case th at such a bi ll wi ll 
be i ntr oduced , Mr. Chai rman? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall ) : Mr. Mi ni ster. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM : Mr. Chai rman , I th i nk it i s  the adm i n i strati on ' s  i nten
ti on to br i ng th i s  fo rward and the p i ece o f  legi slati on has to go to th e 
standi ng commi ttee p r i o r  but we have an i ntenti on to b r i ng fo rth that pi ece 
o f  legi slati on. 

THE CHAIRMAN (.Mr. Lyall ) : We shall recess f o r  co f fee fo.,,. 15 m i nutes . 

---SHORT RECESS 

C 
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): The Chair recognizes a quo rum. Comments of a 
general nature, Mr. Pearson. 

MR. PEARSO N: Mr. Chairman, I should really wait until the other Members 
come back into the r o om but these coffee breaks are getting a bit ridiculous. 
Every day this week now we have had to sit here waiting and waiting fo r a 
quo rum. Surely we can impress on our colleagues that they should take 
1 5  minutes and be back in 1 5  minutes and not half an hour as it now is. 

MR. F RASER: Not six months. 

HO N. DAV ID SEARLE : That reminds me of the minister who in his sermon 
criticizes the lack of attendance at his church. Regrettably the people he 
is speaking to are the few who are there. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Pearson. 

MR. PEARSO N: Perhaps, Mr. Chairman, you could remind these people when 
they all eventually get back today o r  sometime this week that it is a 
1 5  minute coffee break and let us try and keep it at that. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Lyall): This is the first time I did not say to come 
back at a specific hour. That is why everybody is late I guess . Although 
I know some Members who never even attend these sessions sometimes. 

MR. PEARSO N: It saves them $50 a day not to turn up. 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Those are the Rules of the Assembly. 

MR. N ICKERSON: Mr. Chairman, while we are waiting fo r m o re people to 
attend, could I have info rmati on regarding the estimates fo r the Wo rkers • 
Compensation Board? Will they be dealt with under this department o r  will 
they be presented separately to the Legislature? 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Lyall ): Mr. Minister. 

HO N. ARNO LD  McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, they would come in separately. 

Regist ries, Total  Expenditures, Ag reed 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Thank you, Mr. Minister. Can I direct your 
attention to page 5. 0 5, total expenditures, $1 ,740,000. Agreed? 

- -- Agreed 

Is it the wish of this House to go back to safety? 

- - -Agreed 

Safety, Total O And M 

Mr. Adrian is coming to  the witness stand. Comments of a general nature 
under the Department of Public Services under safety, total O and M, $684,000. 
Mr. Nickerson. 

MR. N ICKERSO N :  Befo re we start on that particular activity, Mr � Chairman, 
I understand that Mr. Mike Hewitt who wo rks fo r the safety divisio n of the 
Department of Publ i c  Services was recently given an award of honour by the 
Hon . Mon i que Begin fo r his services in the field of health in the No rthwest 
Territo ries. I think that I can speak fo r all Members of �his committee to 
say that we were very pleased that he got such an award and I am sure that 
it was very wel l  deserved. 
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T H E  CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): We all agree. Comments of a general nature under 
safeti . Mr . Pearson . 

MR . P EARSON: I am glad to see that Mr . Adrian is here. He has occupied the 
post for many years. I just wonder how he views his department, how happy 
he is with the way things are going in the territories with the fire depart
ments, the question of safety . Are we getting ahead with the fires or are 
they gaining on u s? The one in Inuvik, the unfortunate loss of life . A 
seriou s  one in Frobisher at Christma s .  Could you perhaps just give u s  an 
encapsulated review? 

T H E  CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr . Adrian . 

MR . ADRIAN: Mr . Chairman, I am speaking now as the chief of the safety 
division . I have two hats, as chief of the safety division and also fire 
marshal, but you can not separate the two . Our fire situ ation is much 
better, has been much better in the last year than  . . .  

T H E  CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall): Mr. Adrian, could you slow down for the sake of 
the interpreters, please? 

Fire Statistics For 1978 

MR . ADRIAN: I am sorry . I have the statistics here for 1978, up to 
approximately the first week in December . There are still some fire statistics 
that are arriving in our office . 

T H E  CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall): Thank you,  Mr . Adrian . 

MR . ADRIAN: I would like to inform the Assembly that last year we had the 
lowest residential fire loss that we have had in t�e last ten years . This 
must be taken in the proper perspective, in that there are approximately 
300 to 400 residences added to the tota l each year in the Northwest Terri
tories. Our fire loss statistics show that until December 5, 1978, it was 
under a qu arter of a million dollars comp ared to five years ago when we had 
a loss of $1,250,000 . So, I believe that  says something for the program . 
We can not take all the credit beca use there is better hou sing maintenance 
provided, both by the territorial government and the Northwest Territories 
Housing Corporation . The electrical inspections are a � so bearing fruit . I 
believe that in relation to the total statistics this is an area which shows 
that the program is working . 

We had a very seriou s  loss to record, the arson fires in Rankin Inlet which 
amounted to a five million dollar loss . Arson has increased in the Northwest 
Territories in the last couple of years but also the investigation procedures 
are improving. More arsonists have been �a ught and I believe one of the 
reasons is that there are now smoke detectors in almost 90 per cent of the 
buildings in the Northwest Territories and a smoke detector will detect a 
fire very quickly . In several cases the individu al who set the fire was 
una ble to get away before he was detected since the smoke detector picked up 
the fire and sent out an a udible alarm .  So, apart ·from the arson program, 
the over-all fire prevention program is working. 

T H E  CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Thank you ,  Mr. Adrian .  Comments of a general 
nature? Mr . Fraser . 

Type Of Smoke Detectors Used 

MR . FRASER: Mr . Chairman, I would just like to ask the witness the type of 
smoke detectors they are u sing, are they electric or battery ?perated? 

TH E CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall): Mr . Adrian . 

• ·· . . . . .  � ..  
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): The Chai r recogni zes a quorum. Comments of a 
general nature, Mr. Pearson. 

MR. PEARSON: Mr. Chai rman, I should really wa i t  unt il  the other Members 
come back i nto the room but these coffee breaks are getti ng a b i t r i d i culous. 
Every day th i s  week now we have had to si t here wa i ti ng and wa i ti ng for a 
quorum. S urely we can i mpress on our colleagues that they should take 
1 5  mi nutes and be back i n  1 5  m i nutes and not half an hour as i t  now i s. 

MR. FRASER: Not s i x  months. 

HON. DAVID SEARLE : That remi nds me of the m i n i ster who i n  h i s sermon 
cri ti ci zes the lack of attendance at h i s  ch urch.  Regrettably the people he 
is  speaki ng to are the few who are there. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Pearson. 

MR. PEARSON: Per haps, Mr. Chai rman, you could remi nd these people when 
they all eventually get back today or someti me th i s  week that i t  i s  a 
1 5  m i nute coffee break and let us try and keep i t  at that. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Th i s  i s  the fi rst t i me I d i d not say to come 
back at a speci fi c hour. That i s  why everybody i s  late I guess . Although 
I know some Members who never even attend these sessi ons somet i mes. 

MR. PEARSON: It saves them $ 50 a day not to turn up. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall ): Those are the Rules of the Assembly. 

MR. NICKERSON: Mr. Chai rman, wh i le we are wa i ti ng for more people to 
attend, could I have i nformati on regard i ng the est i mates for the Workers' 
Compensati on Board? W i ll they be dealt w i th under th i s  department or wi ll 
they be presented separately to the Legi slature? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. M in i ster. 

HON . ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chai rman, they would come i n  separately . 

Regi str i es, Total Expend i tures, Agreed 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Lyall): Thank you, Mr . Mi ni ster. Can I d i rect your 
attenti on to page 5. 05, total expend i tures, $ 1 ,740,000. Agreed?  

---Agreed 

Is i t  the wi sh of th i s  House to go back to safety? 

---Agreed 

Safety, Total O And M 

Mr. Adr i an i s  comi ng to the wi tness stand. Comments of a general nature 
under the Department of Publi c Ser v i ces under safety, total O and M, $684,000 . 
Mr. Ni ckerson. 

MR. N I CKERSON: Before we start on that parti cular acti v i ty, Mr , Chai rman, 
I understand that Mr. M i ke Hew i tt who works for the safety d i v i si oh of the 
Department of Publ i c  Ser v i ces was recently gi f�n an award of honour by the 
Hon . Moni que B�gi n for h i s  serv i ces in th e fi eld of health in the Northwest 
Ter r i tor i es. I th i nk that I can speak for all Members of .th i s  commi ttee to 
say that we were very pleased that he got such an award and I am sure that 
i t  was very well deser ved. 
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall): We all agree . Comments of a general nature under 
safetf. Mr . Pearson . 

MR . PEARSON: I am glad to see that Mr . Adrian is here . He has occupied the 
post for many years . I just wonder how he views his department, how happy 
he is with the way things are g oing in the territories with the fire depart
ments, the question of safety . 8re we getting ahead with the fires or are 
they gaining on us? The one in Inuvik, the unfortunate loss of life . A 
serious one in Frobisher at Christmas . Could you perhaps just give us an 
encapsulated review? 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr . Lyall): Mr . Adrian . 

MR . AD R I  AN,: Mr . Ch a i rm an , I am s pea k i n g now a s the c h i e f o f the s a f et y 
division . I have two hats, as chief of the safety division and also fire 
marshal, but y ou can not separate the two . Our fire situation is much 
better, has been much better in the last year than . . .  

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall): Mr . Adrian, could you slow down for the sake of 
the interpreters, please? 

Fire Statistics For 1 9 7 8  

MR . ADR IAN: I am sorry . I have the statistics here for 19 7 8, up to 
approximately the first week in December . There are still some fire statistics 
that are arriving in our office . 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr . Lyall): Thank you, Mr . Adrian . 

MR . ADR IAN: I would like to inform the Assembly that last year we had the 
lowest residential fire loss that we have had in the last ten years . This 
must be taken in the proper perspective, in that there are approximately 
300 to 400 residences added to the total each year in the Northwest Terri
tories . Our fire loss statistics show that until December 5, 19 7 8, it was 
under a quarter of a million dollars compared to five years ag o when we had 
a loss of $1, 2 50, 000 . So, I believe th-at says something for the pro gram . 
We can not take all the credit because there is better housing maintenance 
provided, both by the territorial g overnment and the Northwest Territories 
Housing Corporation .  The electrical inspections are a� so bearing fruit . I 
believe that in relation to the total statistics this is an area which shows 
that the pro gram is working . 

We had a very serious loss to record, the arson fires i n  Rankin Inlet which 
amounted to a five million dollar loss .  Arson has increased in the Northwest 
Territories in the last couple of years but also the investigation procedures 
are improving . More arsonists have been caught and I believe one of the 
reasons is that there are now smoke detectors in almost 90 per cent of the 
buildings in the Northwest Territories and a smoke detector will detect a 
fire very quickly . In several cases the individual who set the fire was 
unable to get away before he was detected since the smoke detector picked up 
the fire and sent out an audible alarm . So, apart from the arson pro gram, 
the over-all fire prevention pro gram is working . 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr . Lyall): Thank you, Mr . Adrian . Comments of a general 
nature? Mr . Fraser . 

Type Of Smoke Detectors Used 

MR . FRASER : Mr . Chairman, I would just like to ask the witness the type of 
smoke detectors they are using, are they el ectric or battery �perated? 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Mr. Adrian . 

C 
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MR.  AD R IAN :  We use bo th. We st i pu l a te tha t  they must b e  U L C  a p pro ved which 
is the Underwriter ' s  L abora tories of Canada. 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Ly a 1 1) :  Thank y o u , Mr. Adrian. Mr. Fraser. 

MR. F RASE R :  Mr. Chairman ,  I have hea rd of inst ances where the e l ectric smoke 
detect ors were used and the p ower went off when eve rybody wa s s l eep ing and 
the tel evision caught fire. But wh a t  ha p pens wh en t he p owe r g oes off i f  y ou 
are using e l ect rica l smoke detect ors? T here are a l so a l o t of cases where 
a p p l ia rrces if they are p l ug ged in wil l ca tch fire. I wonder if the wi tness 
coul d te l l us which is more effective , the el ectri c or the ba t tery opera ted 
smoke detectors? 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Ly a l l ) :  Mr. Adria n .  

M R .  AD R IAN :  Mr. Chairman , it is a ma t ter  o f  choice because if y ou d o  no t 
maintain the ba t tery o pera ted smoke detect ors they become use l ess and the 
el ectric ones are more p ositive in na ture in tha t y ou do no t have t o  rep l a ce 
the bat tery every year. So , rea l l y  it i s  a toss-up between t he two . T he 
g overnment has chosen to  use the e l ectric ones because there is l ess m ainten
ance and probabl y it woul d give bet ter resul ts in the over- a l l pro gram. 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Ly a l l ) :  Thank y ou ,  Mr. Adrian. Are there any more quest i ons 
of a g'e n e r a l n a tu re ? Mr . N i c k e r s o n . 

A Territ oria l Buil ding Co de 

MR. N I CKE RSON : My question dea l s  with the buil ding code. I t  has been sug gested 
to me by peop l e  associa ted with the Northwest Territ ories Housing Corp ora tion 
th a t  were we to  have our own buil ding code it wou l d make it a l o t easier for 
tha t org aniza tion to o p era te. They seem to  think tha t some of the bui l ding · 
restrictions p l aced up on us by the Canadian bui l ding code , I guess tha t  i s  t he 
one we have used or ado p ted , do no t rea l l y  a p p l y  t o  the Northwest Territories 
with respect to such things as kil n-dried l umber and o ther technica l det ail s 
with which I am no t p articu l arl y famil iar. I wonder if the w i t nesses woul d 
a gree with tha t  and whether there is a ny thing afo o t  for us i n  the Northwest 
Territories to ado p t , a territ oria l bui l ding code or somehow modifying the 
buil ding code which we have ado p ted a t  the present time. 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Ly a l l ) :  Mr. Adrian. 

MR. AD R IAN: Mr. Chairman , the bui l ding code tha t we are current l y  using and 
which is l aw i n  the Northwest Territ ories is the 197 7  na tiona l buil ding code. 
The fire marsha l 1 s office enforces this code , but there is a provision made for 
the authority having jurisdiction to  a l ter tha t code. If there is a submission 
to the fire marsha l 1 s office to have this a l tered then ' it is thorough l y research 
ed and a t  times permission is given. So , it is a ma t ter of whether or no t we 
want to devia te , or how far we want to  devia te. 

Recent l y ,  I had some inquiries from the Na tiona l Research Council Qnd from t he 
Centra l Mort g a ge and Housin g Corpora tion asking me how I fe l t  a bout having a 
bui l ding code tha t wou l d address itse l f  to conditions i n  the North , not onl y  
the Northwest Territ ories but the Yukon and the northern p art s of t he provinces.  
I have a greed t o  study this and l et them know as t o  wha t  our fee l ing s are. 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Ly a l l ): Thank y ou , Mr. Adrian. Comments of a genera l  na ture? 
Mr. Pudl uk. 

Loca tio n Of Smoke Detectors In  Homes 

MR. PUDLUK: In Inuktitut. Mr. Chairman , this is a bout smoke detectors. I n  the 
present housing, they have smoke detectors. The smoke detect ors are on the 
ceil ing a-0 d in the spring time when the snow is me l ting between the ceil ing and 
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the r o of there i s  a pr obl em there and someti mes these fi re detecto rs go off 
because of the mo i sture. I thi nk i t  woul d be app ropr iate to have smoke detecto rs 
on the wal l s  i nstead of the ce i l i ng .  Thi s  has happened mo re than once when 
the mo i sture gets i nto  the smoke detecto r s ,  they go off and s ometi mes the smoke 
detecto rs do not stop and somet i mes peopl e do not know how to turn them off. 
It wou l d be better i f  smoke detecto rs coul d be put where the mo i sture wi l l  not 
get i nto them. Thank you. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyal l ): Mr. Adr i an, d i d  you get the dr i ft of what Mr. �ud l uk 
was sayi ng? 

MR. ADRIAN : Mr. Chai rman, I be l i eve the probl em he i s  concerned wi th is two-fo l d. 
One concern i s  that the smoke detectors are ve ry sens i t i ve and wi l l  pi ck up 
any smoke ; for  exampl e i f  someone i s  fry i ng somethi ng  i n  a fryi ng pan, o r  i f  the 
d ryer i s  on o r  someti mes a back-draft from the fu rnace w i l l  set off the smoke 
detecto rs .  Unfo rtunatel y  i n  some areas the smoke detector  has been l ocated i n  
the wiong area i n  the house and whe re we become aware of thi s  we ask them to 
re l ocate the smoke detecto r. It shoul d be wi thi n ten feet, max i mum, of the 
bedroom  doo rs. 

Secondl y, smoke detecto rs have been 'i nstal l ed i n  such a manner that they can 
not be turned off because the purpose of the smoke detecto r  i s  to warn and i t  
i s  onl y as you turn the breaker off that you can turn off the smoke detecto r .  
S o, i f  we become aware of a mi sl ocati on i n  the house of these smoke detecto rs 
we w i l l  ensure that the prope r  autho r i ti es are contacted and h ave them rel ocated 
towards the bedr o oms where they are supposed to be. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyal l ) :  Thank you, Mr . Adr i an. Mr. N i cke rson. 

Transfe r Of Respon5 i bi l i ty F o r  Mi ni ng Safety Ordi nance 

MR. NICKERSON: We we re g i ven to understand some ti me ag o, Mr . Chai rman , that 
the responsi bi l i ty fo r the admi n i strati on of the M i ni ng Safety Ordi nance, ter r i 
to r i al l eg i s l ati on, woul d be transfe r red to thi s g ove rnment and I thi nk the date 
menti oned was the fi rst of Apr i l ,  1978 and that does not seem to have taken 
p l ace. I wonde r i f  we have any i nfo rmati on as to when the Gove rnment of the 
Northwest Te r r i to r i es mi ght assume that responsi bi l i ty. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyal l ): Deputy Commi ss i one r Parke r.  

DEPUTY COMMIS SIONER PARKER : Mr . Chai rman, we are sti l l  seek i ng the objecti ve of 
the transfer of that functi on and wi thout be i ng ab l e  to name any dates I si nce re
l y  bel i eve we are gett i ng cl ose to i t .  There seems to h a v e  been some opposi ti on 
i n  some quarte rs and I th i nk that that oppos i t i on i s  l a r ge l y  me l ti ng away. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyal l ): Thank you, Deputy Commi ss i one r Pa rke r . H on .  Davi d 
Sea r l e. 

HON. DAVID SEARLE : Wi l l  the respons i b i l i ty of mi ne rescue go  wi th that? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lya l l ) :  Deputy Commi ss i oner  Parker . 

DEPUTY COMMIS SIONER PARKER : Yes, Mr. Chai rman . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lya l l ) :  Hon . Davi d Sea r l e .  
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HON . DAV I D  S EARLE: I just wan t to commen t that having been around whe n the 
respon sibili ty for educa tion and o ther such things were tran sferred , i t  seems to 
me that those things we n t  much easier and much more naturally with the hundreds 
of people involved wi th those tha n  the single respon si bili ty of mine safety , 
in cluding mine rescue which would not have more than half a doze n people involved . 
The other incredible t hing  of course , is tha t t he mine safe ty people have been 
busily policing so to speak our own legislation for so long tha t  it has been 
an  incredible con tradict ion tha t  has been in existe nce for so lon g ,  where here 
we have a federal group of people e nforcing terri torial legislation , and for us 
to have take n so long to ge t this respon sibility. I sup pose the coun terbalance 
argumen t is , " Yes , bu t it  has to do with resources ,  i t  has to do with  mines" . 

The Feds Have S topped Tran sferrin g Respon sibili ties 

However , i t  is the one thin g t hat  is evidence of the en trenchmen t t hat has really\ 
go ne on  in the last several years and t he one thing that has proven more t han  
a nythin g  else that t he feds really have stop ped tran sferrin g respon sibili ties 
to this govern men t because when you have to  work so hard for so li ttle and for \ 
so lon g  for so lit tle i t  really does go a lo ng way to prove the in ten tio n s  which I 
I have sta ted earlier , Mr . Chairman , in my reply to the Commissioner ' s  Address ,  / t ha t  we are n ot going forward as we should have . This is the o ne exam ple ; 
raised by Mr. Nickerson to prove that , beyond a ny doub t a t  all . This is a 

/ difficul ty we have had in get ti ng t his sim ple , small , li t tle group of people / tran sferred from t he federal t o  the terri torial civil service which is and I always has been enforcing our legislat io n . I t  is incredible , just incredible
/ 

THE CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Lyall): Thank you , Hon . David Searle . De pu ty Commissio
/
ne r 

Parker . 
// 

DEPU TY COM M I S S I ONER PARKER: Mr . Chairman , I do not mean to de bate the �imin g  
of tra nsfer wi th Hon . David Searle b u t  he did fasten in  on  the elemen t of t he 
argume n t  t hat certainly pertained a few years ago and tha t is that  the Depart
men t of I ndian and Nort hern Affairs had other functions very closely related 
to this fu nc tion . I sup pose it has take n some t ime for us to have the functio n  
of mine safe ty recognized for what i t  is , that i s  t o  say a function t hat  can be 
carried out separately from the admin istration of o ther resource fu nctio n s. 

I would also like to remind you tha t  t he Minister has e s tablished a good working 
re l a tionship with  the in dus try and in  recen t mo nths has established a working 
group of which a num ber of industry people are mem bers and the operati ng 
offi cer is a minin g engin eer who has been ap poin ted to t he Minister ' s  staff for 
the very purpose of providin g  some of the answers tha t  he is looking for i n  t he 
min i n g  i ndustry . 

The Minister gave a commitme n t  to the m 1 n 1 n g  industry that this group would do 
i ts work and then he would exami ne the recomme ndations  an d make appropriate 
chan ges at tha t  t i me .  That is really the last mat ter t ha t  is holding up a ny 
tran sfer . I should not really use t he words " holdin g up " because t he subject 
is be i n g addressed very carefully by this group . As a mat ter of fact , this 
group is mee ti ng wit h the Min ister and wi th other cabinet  ministers in t he 
middle of March and I believe that that will be a most productive mee ting and 
probably as a result of that we will be i n  a positio n to move ahead more rapidly 
in the transfer of t hi s fu n c tion . 

THE CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Lyall): Thank you ,  De puty Commissioner Parker . Mr . S teen . 

Buildi ng  I nspec tors 

MR . · S T E EN: Mr . Cha i rman , I just wan t to ask a q ues' tio n here of the wi tnesses, 
the admin i strat ion . How fast can they ge t t he i r  building inspectors in to the 
co�m D ri� ties? As you know , t he Nort hwest Territories is very large an d it has 
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happened in the past that long waits have had to be experienced by people who 
build buildings before you can get the inspectors in there to finally complete 
the building . My question is: How fast can you get them in there and also 
how many inspectors do you have in the administration , building inspectors? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Thank you , Mr . Steen. Mr . Adrian . 

MR . ADRIAN : Mr . Chairman , all our inspectors are called officers because they 
perform a number of inspection services . We have electrical inspectors, 
me c ha n i ca l i n s p e c to rs , f i re s a f e t y o f f i c e rs w h.o i n s p e c t b u i l d i n g s , s a f e t y o ff i c e r s 
and an occupational health officer . In total , we have 11 inspectors including 
myself because I am also registered as an inspec· tor . As you have said , the area 
is large , but we do get in touch with the people who are building and if there 
is a holdup we generally like to accommodate them as soon as possible . Sometimes 
the electrical inspector can not get in to do the inspections prior to hookup 
and what we have done is go in after the fact , examine the wiring , look at the 
way the electrical work has been performed and then have allowed hookups prior 
to the final inspection , which is not uncom mon in the provinces or the territories .  

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Than k you , Mr . Adrian . Mr . Steen . 

Number Of Buildings To Inspect 

MR . STEEN : One other question . If there is only one building in a particular 
community , for instance , if there is only one building in a community the 
pressure to have the inspectors come in is less than if there are two buildings 
that need inspection . Do you make a special effort or do you consider one 
building adequate to go into a community in order to carry out an inspection? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Mr . Adrian . 

MR . ADRIAN : Mr . Chairman , we have 48  fire chiefs in the Northwest Territories .  
All of them are local assistants to the fire marshal and if there is a particular 
requirement we get in touch with our fire chief and we instruct him as to what 
we are looking for . He then relays bac k what he has found and based on what he 
reports we will allow occupancy . Apart from that , the fire chief also has the 
authority to allow occupancy of any building within the community . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Than k you , Mr . Adrian . Any more comments of a general 
nature? Mr . Pudlu k . 

Placement Of Smoke Detectors 

MR . PUDLUK : Mr . Chairman , this is going to be the sa�e question as I was asking 
before because I do not thin k it was interpreted correctly . In new housing 
which has smoke detectors on the ceiling , in the wintertime , between the 
ceiling and t he roof the snow builds up , so in the springtime when the snow 
starts to melt , that smoke detector gets wet , the fire alarm g oe s  off . It wil l 
not stop until it is dry . Could we set up a main switch for the whole house? 
Is it possible to put the smoke detector on the side wall instead of the ceiling 
because if the alarms go off in the night nobody can go to sleep until it is 
dry? That was my question . Thank you . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : T hank you , Mr . Pudlu k .  Mr . Adrian . 

MR . ADRIAN : Mr . Chairman , the reason the smo ke detector is activated is because 
of the moisture . An electrical circuit has been created or an electrical short 
and it is not enough to cause any problems but it is . enough to activate the 
smoke detector . 

Re your second question , yes , it is allowable to mount the s�o ke detectors on 
the side wall , provided that they are not more than a maximum of 12 inches from 

c. 
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the cei l i ng. We generally recommend appro x i mate l y s i x  i nche s from the cei l i ng 
i f  they are mounted on the s i de wal l .  

T HE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Lyal l) : Thank you , Mr . Adri an .  Comments of a gener-al nature? 
Mr. N i ckers on. 

Occupati onal Health And Safety 

MR. N I CKERSON : Yes , Mr. Chai rman . I would l i ke to  prec i p i tate s ome d i s cus s i on 
on the matter of  occupat i onal health and s afety . I unders tand that we now have 
i n  effect an occupat i o na l  hea l th and safety uni t  w i th in  the publ i c  servi ce of 
the Northwe s t  Terri tori e s . Thi s ,  of cour se , i �  an i mportant matter . There 
seems to be a growi ng publ i c  awarene s s  about the s e  types of pro bl ems and I 
would be mo s t  p l eased i f  we cou l d be gi ven an explanat i on as  to how thi s uni t  
i s  operat i ng ,  how many people make up the uni t  and what do you see a s  i ts goal 
and funct i on? 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr . Lyal l ) :  Mr . Adr i an .  

MR . ADRI AN :  Mf. Cha i rman , at the present t i me we have the occupat i o nal  heal th 
sect i on  whi ch cons i sts  of one member , Mr. M i ke Hewi tt. We have the s afety 
sect i o n ,  whi ch cons i s ts of Mr . J o hn W hyte and a trai nee. They have a secretary 
and that i s  the ent i re uni t at the pre sent ti me .  We see thi s parti cul ar uni t 
growi ng to s ome extent after the program has been i n i ti ated . We are s ti l l  
as ses s i ng the need s and the requi rement s of i ndu s try i n  thi s parti cul ar f i el d .  
H ow much i t  w i ll gro w w i l l  depend of course upon the admi n i s trat i on and upon 
the requ i rements of the pro gram . 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Thank you , Mr. Adri an .  Mr . Ni ckerson . 

L ocati on Of The Occupat i o nal  Health And Safety Uni t 

MR. N I CKERSON : I bel i eve , Mr . Chai rman , there was s ome d i s cu s s i on when the 
matter of setti ng up such a uni t was f i rs t  looked i nto , a s  to where thi s uni t 
should be located wi thi n the publ i c  serv i ce. I t  i s  obvi ou sly s omethi ng that 
deal s wi th safety , wi th health and even w i th labour matter s .  I t  i s  very 
di ffi cult to locate i t  because you need s o  many di fferent areas of experti se . 
I thi nk the government was gi vi ng s ome thought to whether i t  s hould go , for 
i ns tance , w i thi n the Department of Publ i c  S irvi ce s , Department of Hea l th or 
s ome other department . Am I correct i n  thi nki ng that thi s un i t  has now been 
permanently located wi thi n the Department pf Publi c Serv i ces  or i s  i t  sti l l  a 
matter of di scu s s i on? 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Mr . Adri an . 

MR. ADRIAN : Mr . Chai rman , as far a s  I know i t  i s  true that i t  wi l l  remai n  i n  
the safety di v i s i on .  I n  many of the pro v i nces occupati onal  health and safety 
are c ombi ned . They are followi ng the same format as  we are pre sently fo l l owi ng 
i n  the Northwe st Terri tori e s . 
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THE CHAIR MAN (Mr. Lya l l ) : Mr . Nickerson. 

Rel ationship With The Workers' Compensation Bo a rd 

MR .  NICKERSON : I have a question which dea l s  with the rel ationship between 
the occupationa l hea l th a nd sa fety unit and the Workers ' Compensation Bo ard .  
It wou l d seem that there has to be c l ose l ia ison between the two separate 
authorities. I think that in British Co l umbia , for instance , the occupationa l 
hea l th and sa fety function is to a l arge extent carried on by the Workers ' 
Compensation Bo ard, so I wonder in the case o f  the Northwest Territo ries what 
a re we doing to ensure tha t there is cl ose l ia ison between the Workers' Compen
sa tion Bo a rd a nd the occupationa l hea l th a nd sa fety unit a nd how are the two 
working together? 

THE CHAIR MAN (Mr. Ly a l l ) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM : Mr. Cha irman, I think if we want to get into a discussion 
on that  it may be best if Assistant Commissioner Mu l l ins coul d provide some 
l ight on that  particu l a r  topic. This particu l a r  form o f  the discussion , because 
the Workers ' Compensation Bo ard wil l come in separa tel y, a s  such does not fa l l  
under the j urisdiction if y o u  l ike , o f  the director o f  Publ ic Services. If  the 
Member wou l d  l ike to pursue this , I woul d suggest , Mr . Chairman , that we a sk 
Assistant Commissioner Mul l ins to appear as a witness . 

THE CHAIR MAN (Mr. Lya l l ) : Is that agreed by this committee? 

---Agreed 

Assistant Commissioner Mu l l ins , cou l d y ou come inside the ropes pl ease on the 
l eft hand corner? Assistant Commissioner Mul l ins, have you got the question? 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER MULLINS : Yes. Thank you , Mr. Chairman. The question 
that Mr. Nickerson asked was addressed by the administration at the time that 
the Workers ' Compensation Ordinance was being dra fted for consideration by this 
Legis l ature two yea rs ago and we at  that time , to ok a l o ok at  the pattern in 
the provinces . Some o f  the provincia l a dministra tions had the sa fety function 
for the province carried out by the Workers' Compensation Bo a rd and other 
provinces had a sepa rate unit npt directl y rel ated to �he Workers ' Co mpensation 
Bo ard . 

Reasons For Separating The Two Functions 

The trend a cross Canada had been in the ear l y 1 960s to move the sa fety divisions 
into the Workers' Compensation Boa rds and then the reverse pattern wa s found 
in the 1970s. Our government chose a system o f  separating the two functions 
for two distinct reasons : First , we fel t that the Northwest Territories 
government shoul d a void ,  if a t  a l l possibl e ,  a ny dupl icatio n o f  services in 
this a rea. We fel t that with the rel ativel y sma l l  number o f  industries in a 
very l a rge territory that  there wou l d be costl y dupl ication in travel a nd other 
administrative overheads if there were to be two separate units. Given that 
situation, a nd having taken the decision that there shoul d on l y be one, we then 
asked o ursel ves the question, shou l d  it be in the Workers' Compensation Bo a rd 
or  shou l d  it rema tn in the Department o f  Publ ic Services? We chose the Depa rt
ment o f  Publ ic Services for two rea sons ; one, the cha l l enges facing the Workers ' 
Compensation  Bo ard in getting into a who l e  new business o f  a sel f � administered 
fund gave us a workl o ad which woul d be immense in its first severa l years o f  
operation a nd we fel t that sa fety wou l d not receive the attention it might 
otherwise deserve. 

Second , and more important l y ,  we fel t . that  it is desirabl £ to separate the two 
functions , those who are responsibl e for administering a n  insurance program and 
those who are responsibl e for supervising in a contro l l i�g  manner, sa fety . 
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We felt there would be a conflict of interest involved if the Work ers' 
Compensation Board was to try and act as an independent decision mak er when 
claims were brought forward by industrial wor k ers , that challenged the quality 
of safety supervision. In other words , in some industrial claims the quality 
of  safety supervision by government is an issue and it would be unfair to the 
Work ers' Compensation Board members to have to ma k e  a decision about a claim 
which would involve funds from an accident fund which they administered and a 
challenge to employe es who were the direct responsibility of  the Workers' 
Compensation Board. So , for administrative e f ficiency and the appropriate 
separation of responsibility and to avoid conflict of interest our government 
maintained and still maintains that there should be a separation between the 
board and the administration of the saf ety function. 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Thank you , Assistant Commis sioner Mullins . 
Mr . Nic k erson . 

Liaison Still Needed 

MR. NICKERSON: That was an excellent summary , Mr. Chairman. I would imagine 
though there still is a need for a certain amount of  liaison and is that in 
fact the case and if so how is that accomplished? 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Assistant Commissioner Mull ins. 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER MULLINS: Mr. Chairman , there is a fair amount of direct 
liaison between the Wor kers • Compensation Board staf f ,  including the chairman , 
and Mr . Adrian and his staff. As well the Workers' Compensation Board chairman 
and I meet about every three  months to review matters between the government 
and the Wor k ers ' Compensation Board directly. Because of my responsibility as 
well for the Department of Public Services , issues of this nature , issues of  
concern to the Work ers' Compensation Board relating to safety are brought to my 
attention and resolved in that manner. 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall): Thank you , Assistant Commissioner Mullins. Comments 
of a general nature? 

Safety , Total O And M, Agreed 

Under safety , the Department of  Public Servic es , total O and M, $684 , 000 . Is 
it agre ed? 

---Agreed 

Saf ety , Total Exp enditures . Agreed 

Total expenditures , $684 , 000. Agre ed? 

---Agre ed 

Is it the wish of this House then to go back to page 5 . 03 ,  court services? 

---Agreed 

We will deal with the motion to be  made by Mr . Stewart. 

MR . STEWART: Not just at the moment. I think it is being copied and it has 
not come back down yet . 
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Legal Services, Total O And M, Agreed 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Lyall ) : I direct your attention to page 5. 06, legal 
services, total O and M, $461,000. Mr. Nickerson. 

MR. NICKERSON : When I first became a Member of this Legislature some four 
years ago I am afraid that the quality of legal draftsmanship was not very 
good. We frequently had presented to us legislation that was not in its 
proper form and I am very pleased, Mr. Chairman, that over the course of 
four years the quality of legislative drafting within the Department of_ 
Public Services has improved immensely. I think that that is a compliment 
to the director and particularly those members of his staff whose job it is 
to do the legislative drafting frir this government . . 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

THE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Lyall ) :  Thank you, Mr. Nickerson. Any comments? Total 
0 and M, $461,000. Is it agreed? 

---Agreed 

Legal Services, Total Expenditures, Agreed 

Total expenditures, $461,000. Agreed? 

---Agreed 

Police Services Agreement, Total O And M, Agreed 

Now, I would direct your attention to page 5. 07, Police Services Agreement, 
total O and M, $6, 100, 000. Is it agreed? 

---Agreed 

Police Services Agreement, Total Expenditures, Agreed 

Total expenditures, $6, 1 00, 000. Agreed? 

---Agreed 

Court Services, Total O And M 

Are we now prepared, Mr . Stewart, to go to pa ge 5. 03, court services? 

Motion To Transfer Position Of Crown Attorney 

MR. _ S!EWART : Yes, Mr. Chairman. I _ move that this committee request the 
admi ni s�rati �n to convey the follow i ng recommendations to the federal Depart��nt 
o f J u s t i c e w i t � � h e re q u e s t t h a t t h e y be i mp l em e n t e d w i t h i n o n e ye a r ; ( a ) t h/H\\ :" 
t h e v a c a n � p o s i t i o n o f c row n a t to r n e y i n H a y R i v e r be ref i 11 e d , a n d ; ( b ) t h a tfri/ 
the functi on of the crown attorney for the Northwest Territories be transferre'(i; 
from the Government of Canada to the Government of the Northwest Territories. �� 
I would so move, Mr. Chairman. 

T HE CHAIRMAN ( Mr. Lyall) : Does everyone agree with the motion the way it is 
written? A�e there any comments on the motion? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : The question. 

Motion Carried 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall ) : The question being called. All in favour of the 
motion? Ten. Against? The motion is carried. 

---Carried 
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Court S ervices, Total O And M �  Agreed 

Now, let us go back to court services on page 5. 03, total O and M, for 
$ 1 , 45 0 , 0 0 0 . Agreed? 

---Agre ed 

Court S ervices, Total Expenditures, Agre ed 

Total expenditures, $ 1 , 45 0 , 0 0 0 . Agreed? 

---Agre ed 

Total O And M, Agre ed 

Now, page 5 .  0 1 . Total 0 and M, $ 1 0 , 7 2 1 , 0 0 0 . 

---Agre ed 

Total Capital, Agre ed 

Total capital, $ 6 7 , 0 0 0 . Agreed? 

---Agre ed 

Total Revenues, Agre ed 

Total revenues, $ 2 , 0 9 2 , 0 0 0 . Agre ed? 

---Agre ed 

Agreed? 

What is the wish of the administration? Mr. Nickerson. 

MR. NICKERSON: I had one question on the matter of revenues, Mr. Chairman, 
and I know I have missed my chance and might I beg your indulgence to return 
to that subject? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyal 1 ): Agre ed? 

---Agre ed 

MR. NICKERSON: What percentage of those revenues would be court fines? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Irving. 

Fines And Court Fees 

MR. IRVING: Mr . Chairman, on the indicated page 5 . 0 1 , under revenues the fines 
and court fees are listed as $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 

THE 'CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Nick erson. 

MR. NICKERSON: Perhaps in the interest of increasing the revenues of this 
government we could persuade various judges and justices of the peace to 
double fines. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Mr. Irving. 

MR. IRVING: I have no comment on Mr. Nickerson's suggestion, Mr. Chairman, 
but I would lik e  to make  a point. The majority of those fines, or the 
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majority of the fines that are imposed by the courts, and it is not this amount, 
that is the majority of the fines under the Criminal Code, for e x ample imp aired 
driving, they do not come to our government because they are prosecuted by the 
federal government, and the De p artment of Justice receives those fines . If 
we prosecuted those fines, somewhere in the vicinity of $300, 000 would then  
come to the territorial governme nt. 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Mr. Nickerson. 

MR . NICKERSON : I re ally have no comme nt to make on that . I guess that  falls 
in with what the Honoura ble Member from H ay River was saying and we have 
alre ady given sup port to his motion so that is an added benefit that  if his 
motion was to be acted upon by the Minister of Justice then there is a side 
benefit of another $300, 000 . 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Thank you, Mr. Nickerson . Now ,  is it the wish of 
this House to go on to another one of the programs ? 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM :  Mr . Chairman, that is correct but I might say that 
the present Minister of Justice was the Minister of H e alth and Mr . Nickerson 
knows how quickly he moves .  

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr. L yall) : Shall w e  re port progress?  

HON. ARNOLD McCAL LUM :  No, we would go on to H e alth . 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. ARNOLD Mc CAL LUM :  Mr . Chairman?  

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Ly all) : Yes .  

HON. ARNOLD McCAL LUM : Yes, what?  

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Yes, · sir . 

- --L aughter 

HON. ARNOLD McCAL LUM :  Down, boy, down ! 

THE  CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Shall we re port progress?  

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM :  I suggest we go on to the next de p artment, H e alth. 
was not looking for anything else . 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : I direct your attention to p age 10. 02, under 
administration, the De p artment of H e alth . Is it the wish of this House that 
we have witnesses come to the witness table ? 

HON. ARNOLD McCAL LUM : Mr. Chairman, y es .  It is my wish that we do and 
hop e  the others do wish the same thing . 

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Agre ed . 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ly all) : I think we should re port progress myself . Who are 
we going to call, Hon. Arnold McCall um? 

HON. ARNOLD McCAL LUM : Mr . Chairman, I would request that. you call Mr . McDermit . 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Yes, I will call Mr . McDermit . 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM :  Together? Do we call them together? 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr . L yall) : Oka y, one, two, thre e -- go . 
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HON . ARNOLD  McCAL LUM : Mr. McDermit . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : I c an just im agine how this is going to be a fter the 
third week . 

Department Of Health, Administration, Total O And M 

Page 10. 02, Department of Health, administration. Is it agreed ? Mr. Pe arson. 

MR . PEARSON : I would like to m a ke a few comments or ask a few questions of 
the Department of Health of a general nature, Mr . Chairm an . I gather that the 
territorial government is now responsible for the whole Department of Health, 
all aspects of it and perhaps Hon. Arnold Mc c a llum then who disagrees with that 
statement could give me a rough outline of wha t they are responsible for. 

THE CHAI RMAN (Mr. Lyall) : They are not a c counta ble to hold count, I know that 
anyway . 

HON . ARNOLD McCAL LUM : That is the only comment I was going to ma ke. We are in 
the process now of trying to obtain the authority to ta ke over the total health 
services of the Northwest Territories. 

MR. PEARSON : So then what aspects of health are we now responsible for? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Hon. Arnold Mc c a llum. 

HON . ARNOLD McCAL LUM : Mr . Chairman, the Department of Health administers a 
supplementary health progra m, a medic are progra m, Territorial Hospital Insurance 
Services and the funds for the Northwest Territories share of the cost of 
services provided in the territories by medical  services, He alth and Welfare 
Cana da. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Thank you, Hon. Arnold McCallum. Hon. David Se arle. 

Transfer Of Another Federa l  Responsibility 

HON. DAV ID  SEARLE : Mr.  Chairm an, it seems that once again we are talking about 
the transfer of another federal responsibility like mine safety that we have 
been chipping away at ever since I c an remember. I guess what  I would like to 
hear is a very definitive response as to exa ctly where we are at with respect 
to transferring the northern health, nursing stations and personnel and persons 
running these federally operated hospitals, where we are exa ctly in that process 
and when, if ever, c an we expe ct those responsibilities and those people to 
become territorial as opposed to federal?  

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall) : Mr. Minister. 

HON. ARNOLD McCAL LUM : Mr. Chairman, we are now in a ctive discussion, communica 
tion with the transfer from Edmonton of the regiona l  office of medic al services 
to the Northwest Territories. I t  seems at  the present time that such a move 
will undoubtedly ta ke pla ce in steps, in phases. I think it is safe to say 
today that at the present time the federal Department of Health and Welfare 
are prepared to look at  a partial transfer of services now and phase in other 
parts of it in order to avoid some serious problems that are relative to such 
a move. 

We have within our department expertise and personnel relative to the operation 
of hospitals and physician services. I think it is · possible very soon, within 
a period of weeks to a month, to move ahead with the transfer of hospita ls, for 
example, Inuvik,  Frobisher Bay, Rae-Edzo, Fort Simpson and the physicians ' 
services to this government. That would leave the transfe � of public health 
services until a later date. There is, of course, some difficulty with the 
tr a n s f e r of i n d i v i d u a l s w i th th. t n e re g i on a l o ff i c e per s on n e l . A pa rt i a l tr a n s f e r 
would, of course, indi c ate t� a t  •e are m a king progress and obviously I think our 
government is c apable of ta king on th a t  required responsibility and of course the 
man years involved with it. 
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Difficu l ties Encountered In Terms Of Accommodation Space 

I am not sure what the regiona l  office is doing about space. That is their 
particul ar prob l em because I think the best way to go woul d be to do it in 
phases. There may we l l  be difficu l ties encountered by the federal  department 
in terms of this and in terms of office space , in terms of accommodation space , 
etc. However , we think that we can encourage the federal department to embark 
upon this kind of a program , to do it in phases. There are obvious l y  some 
difficul ties that they wi l l have as regards personnel and the movement within , 
if you l ike , a scho o l  year. It may very we l l  be that they wi l l  have difficu l ty 
in getting peopl e to move from the regional office into the territories because 
they wil l by and l arge until we assume tota l  responsibil ity , be federal 
emp l oyees. So where are we now at this time? C l ose to taking over the opera
tion of  the federal h ospital s  and the physicians ' services and a l ittl e  farther 
away in terms of the actual move of the personnel invo l ved there . If there is 
a difficu l ty with personne l wanting to move from the regiona l office to the 
Northwest Territories , then obvious l y  there wil l be some difficu l ty in acquiring 
that kind of expertise in dea l ing with other parts of the medical services 
provided by our regiona l  office in Edmonton. 

When can we expect the actual transfer? The actual tota l  move I woul d h ope 
cou l d occur within the year . The actual transfer from the federal government 
in tota l ity may take a l itt l e  l onger than that . I can not give you any 
indication as to what that time wi l l  be but we wil l again continual l y  pursue 
it. We have been meeting at the federal l evel and , of course , the territoria l 
and the regiona l  office l eve l in an attempt to get these things mo ving . We 
have a p l anning committee for the to ta l transfer . We have the beginnings of a 
task force in order to get the total transfer from the federal to the territor
ial government . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lya l l ) :  Thank you , Hon . Arno l d  McCal l um . Hon. David Searl e. 

HON . DAVID SEARLE : I think that I wish the Minister we l l  and hope that the 
matter concl udes within the term of his natural l ife . I do not mean po l itical 
l ife either. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyal l ) :  Thank you , Hon. David Searl e. Mr . Stewart . 

Cutback On Drugs And Effect On Ol d Age Pensioners 

MR. STEWART : Mr . Chairman , coul d I be advised what drugs are made avail ab l e  
at the present time t o  o l d  age pensioners? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyal l ) :  Mr . Minister . 
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HON . ARNOLD Mc CALLUM: Mr . Chairman, perhaps the Member will indicate to me under 
what program . I am not sure what he is referring to in terms of this. If he 
could be a little bit more explicit, I might have an answer . 

THE CHA IRMAN (Mr . Lyall): Mr . Stewart, could you be more explicit so you can 
get an answer? 

MR . STEWART: I am sure that the Honourabl� Minister knows what I am getting 
at . It is the matter of the 60 drugs that we re previously made available to 
everybody and the list has since been cut down . Does this cutback also a ffect 
drugs to be received by old age pensioners for chronic illness? 

THE CHAI RMA N (Mr . Lyall): Hon . ,Arnold McCallum . 

HON . ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman, I think it was yesterday the question was 
asked by another Member about the so-called list of 67 drugs, chronic drug list. 
I thought at the lime I corrected the impression that these drugs were under 
this government 1 s supplementary health program. I sai� at that time they are 
not. I indicated about the confusion between the list of diugs that was devel oped 
by Na ti on al He a l th and We l fare or t he med i ca l s er v i c e s bra n c h , t he re g i on a l 
office, and how the confusion arose between that list and the list of drugs 
for which this government , the Government of the Northwest Territories pays 
the cost of medication .  

Under .the Government of the Northwest Territories supplementary heal th program 
there are 11 drugs. I can try to list them and I only say try to because I 
can not pronounce most of the names . There were 11  drugs and those are the 
drugs for which this government · pays the cost . The other list and the con
fusion resulting from it was misused and I indicated yesterday as well I think 
that that list was a list of medical conditions for which -- that was drawn 
up to obtain statistical information as those medical conditions became known 
or were reported by doctors , nurses and other people in that particular field . 
Once we found out about the abuse, then we had to go back to the original 
rationale for developing our supplementary health programs . 

THE CHA IRMAN ( Mr .  Lyall): Thank you , Mr. Minister. Mr. Stewart . 

Moti on To Supply Free Drugs To Old Age Pensioners 

MR . ST EWART: In view of the confusion , I would like to make the following 
motion : I move that the Northwest Territories government be requested to 
supply free of charge all drugs required for chronic ailments of all old age 
pensioners not otherwise covered for this service . I would like to speak to 
the motion , Mr . Chairman. 

THE CHA I RMAN ( Mr. Lyall): Go ahead , Mr. · Stewart. 

MR . STEWART: I think we all understand that in many, many cases the old age 
pensioners are in difficult financ i al conditions and their drug bills are a 
large part of their quandary in this day and age with the cost of drugs in the 
Northwest Territories . This Assembly last session taxed tobacco to give old 
age pensioners a supplement . 

HON .  DAV ID SEARL E :  Shame ! 

MR . STEWAR T: It is my con tention that if we could pass this motion and if the 
government could provide this service , that we would be getting into the hands 
of every old pensioner in the Northwest Territor ies- a bit of financial relief . 
This tax on tobacco , as we all appreciate, has amounted . to quite a bit more 
money than we had reali zed. I know it was not meant just to cover the old age 
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suppl ement , bu t there sti l l  i s  so me thi ng  l eft  i n  t he ne i ghbourho od of $400 , 000 
t o  $500 , 000 surpl us under the to bacco t a x  a nd I wo� l d cer t a i n l y  l i ke to see 
t hi s money be appl i ed di rect l y through the supp l y i ng of drugs and med i c i nes t o  
the o l d  a ge pensi o ners . Tha nk you , Mr . Cha i rma n .  

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr .  Lya l l ) : T hank you , Mr . S tewa r t . Hon. A rno l d McCa l l um .  

Use r  Fee Co ncep t 

HON . ARNO L D  McCAL LUM : I woul d jus t  l i ke to i nd i ca te to the comm i ttee tha t i n  
answer i ng ,  I thi nk i t  was yesterday , a quest i on fro m Mr . L a ffer ty a bout thi s 
pro bl em I i nd i ca ted a t  t ha t t i me t ha t  no t onl y was I h a v ing  the possi b i l i ty of 
hav i n g  our suppl ementa ry hea l th pro g ra m  revi ewed wi th a v i ew of cha ng i n g , add i n g  
o r  del e t i ng from  tha t  l i st wher'.e by we prov i de med i ca t i on costs , bu t a t  t he same 
t i me I wa s pursui ng  the i de a  of a use r fee concept ,  a nd the possi b i l i ty of 
rel i ev i n g  sen i o r  c i t i zens of such a fee . I sa i d  tha t a t  the present t i me 
prescr i pt i on fees fo r med i ca t i ons , the cost i s  three do l l a rs and seventy-fi ve 
cents fo r each prescr i p t i on and I was  t ry i ng t o  expl o re the possi bi l i ty of ge t t i ng 
i nt o  a use r  fee concept whe reby i ndi vi dua l s  requ i r i ng med i ca t i on costs woul d 
pay a cer ta i n  po r t i on  of tha t fee because I have hea rd i t  sa i d  w i thi n thi s pa rt i 
cul a r  House on many occasi ons tha t we shoul d be deve l op ing  tha t k i nd o f  a concep t . 
. I sa i d  a s  wel l t ha t  I woul d hope t ha t  t hi s user fee woul d  be appl i ca bl e  t o  a l l 
resi dents of the No r t hwest Te r r i to r i es w i th the except i on po ssi bl y of sen i o r  
c i t i zens s i nce seni o r  c i t i zens a re on f i xed i ncomes . I t  may be possi bl e  then 
to excl ude t hese resi dints from  t he use r  fee . 

I i nd i ca ted a s  wel l tha t t he depa r tmen t offi c i a l s  a re ex a m i n i ng tho se peopl e 
who a re i nvo l ved , seni o r  c i t i zens who a re i nvo l ved i n  payi ng fo r pa r t i cul a r  
medi ca t i on costs .  I f  we we re t o  g o  i nt o  an a l l physi c i an  prescr i bed pro g ra m , 
whe re a l l d rugs a re cove red w i th no user fee , and thi s woul d be si mpl y fo r 
tho se med i ca l  cond i t i ons tha t a re presentl y o n t ha t  l i st, on our suppl ementa ry 
hea l t h pro g ra m  and fo r those peopl e of  65 ye a rs and ove r , tha t i t  woul d requ i re 
an add i t i ona l fund i n g  of a ppro x i ma te l y $120 , 000 . I t  woul d i nc l ude of course 
some i n- house extent i on of m a n  yea rs , e tc . , a nd the refo re the t o t a l  co st woul d  
o bvi ousl y be much mo re tha n the $120 , 000 . 

I thi nk tha t wha t we a re a t tempt i ng to do i s  l o ok i n to thi s ,  the concept of a 
use r fee , and hav i ng  i t  a pp l i ca bl e  t o  everybody a nd t o  expl o re the possi b i l i ty 
of hav i n g  these seni o r  c i t i zens away fro m there , w i th tha t we may be a bl e  to 
do so me thi ng . I am  conce rned whether i n  fa ct the Memb
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e r  i n  hi s mo t i on i s  t a l ki ng 
a bout  thi s g ove rnment ' s  suppl ementa ry hea l th p ro g r a m  o r  i n  fact i f  he i s  t a l k i ng 
a bou t d rugs fo r a l l of tha t l i st  of 65 drugs tha t ha s been confused w i th our 
suppl ementa ry hea l t h pr o g r a m . I thi nk I have i nd i ca ted , as I sa i d ,  or I 
a ttempted to i nd i ca te thi s yesterday and I wou l d hope tha t I have a g a i n  rea ssured 
Members tha t thi s i s  i n  fa ct wha t we a re wan t i n g  to do . 

THE CHA I RMAN ( Mr .  Lya l l ) : Thank you , Hon .  A rno l d McCa l l  um . To the mo t i o n .  
Mr . Ni cke rso n .  

A Scheme Fo r Eve ryone 

MR . NI CK�RSON :  I m i g ht no t have been qu i te as a t tent i ve a s  I shoul d  have been , 
Mr . Cha i rman , bu t was I to understand the Hon . A rno l d  McCa l l um to  say tha t the 
government wa s consi de r i n g  a scheme fo r everybody ,  everybody i n  the No rthwest 
Ter r i t o r i es whereby once a ce r t a i n  paymen t had been made ,  drugs afte r  t ha t  wou l d 
be free and t hey we re thi nk i ng of wa i vi ng thi s user  fee i n  t he case of o l d  a ge 
pensi oners? I s  t ha t  wha t he sa i d ,  Mr . Cha i rman? 

THE CHA I RMAN (Mr . Lya l l ) : Hon .  A rno l d  Mcc a l l um .  

HON . ARNO L D  McCAL LUM : Mr . Cha i rman , I sa i d  t ha t we were i nvest i g a t i ng the 
possi bi l i ty o r  pursu i ng the i dea tha t we woul d i nst i tute a no m i na l  use r  fee 
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to  pay for , or to have a person who requires medication for t he sup plementary 
health  program , t he 1 1  particular medical conditions t hat are now on our list , 
to pay part of t hat cost and t hat  t hey would pursue t he idea of relievin g senior 
citizens wit hin t hat  program . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyal 1 ) : Mr . Nickerson . 

MR . NICKERSON : No , Mr . Chairman . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall ) : Mr . Pearson . 

MR . PEARSON : No. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall ) : T he motion reads as fo l l ows : r move t hat t he Nort hwe s t  
Territories government b e  required to  sup ply free o f  c harge all drugs  whic h are 
required for c hronic ailment s  for all old age pensioners not otherwise covere d . 

MR . S TEWART : T he word I believe is 11 req uested 11 no t "required " . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyal 1 ) :  I move t hat  t he Nort hwest Terri tori es government be 
requested to sup ply free of charge al l dru gs required for c hron ic ailments of 
all old a ge pensioners not ot herwise covered for t his service . Mr . Nic kerson . 

Raising T he Necessary Revenue 

MR . NICKERSON : Just a sug ges tio9 , Mr . Chairman , t hat  w hen we have dealt wit h 
this type of t hing before I t h ink  t he recommendations have always carried a lot 
more weig h t  if t hey were coupled wit h  t he recommendation as to how t he necessary 
revenue mig h t  be raised . Now , we can pass all kinds of mot herhood motions in 
sup port of " free t his , free t ha t "  and " free t he o t her"  bu t I do not know if t hey 
really carry t hat muc h weig h t .  I am sure t hat were t his to be coupled wi t h  a 
proposal to raise t he necessary revenue t hen t he government would certainly 
give it muc h more at tention . 

T HE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall ) : Mr . S tewart . 

MR . S TEWAR T :  Mr. Chairman , as I indicated previously this House passed a specific 
increase on to bacco tax to do  a certain t hin g , to assist t he old a ge pensioners 
and t h is tax has ' raised a lot more money t han was anticipa ted . T here is $400 , 000 
to $500 , 000 more in t he po t t han we require for a sup plement and I t hink t hat  
t ha t  money should come from t hat  area , t he tax was pu t in place specifically for 
t he old a ge pensioners and I t hink it is raising enoug h money to do b o t h  jobs , 
to give t he sup plement as well as to provide t he funding for me dicines . So ,  
t hat  is t he position I am ta king on where t he money is coming from . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall ) :  Mr . Nickerson . 

MR . NICKERSON : Could we ask t he government whet her or not t hey are of t he same 
opinion , Mr . Chairman , in t ha t  t here is sufficient revenue g enerated by t he 
tobacco tax to ena ble t his to be done? 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall ) :  Hon. Arnold McCallum . 

HON. ARNOL D Mc ULLUM : Mr . C hairman , I guess all I could indicate to t he Member 
and to t he committee is t hat I would look in to t ha t  possibility to see if in 
fact t here is t hat kind of funding for a p harmacare plan for senior citizens 
which in effect is what we are ask ing  for , or wha t  t he mo tion asks for . 
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THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall): Thank you , Hon . Arnold McCa llum. Mr . Pudluk . 

MR. PUDLUK : Mr . Chairman , I am going to support this motion becaus e I have 
seen my own father having to go to the nurs ing s tation every day to take a 
pi ll and every time he takes a pill he mus t  s pend one dollar and fifty cents 
and must  go to the nurs ing s tation becaus e he does  not know how to handle 
it properly , to take the pills and s o  I am going to s upport this motion. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Thank you , Mr . Pudluk. Hon. D avid Searle. 

Amendment T o  The Budget Neces s ary 

HON . DAVID SEA RLE: To  demonstrate that not only are we within the law to make 
the recommendation a s suming this motion pa s ses  becaus e that is the only way 
you can properly do it , to recommend , but to demons trate further that you are 
serious a bout this matter I s uggest  that if this motion pa s ses  then Members 
may wish to stand down the item until we see if the Executive can bring back 
an appropriate amendment to the budget sh owing cle arly th at the money is in 
there . So , I prop o se to s upport the motion but I would s ugges t that following 
its voting we then find out where the money would and s hould appear and then 
simply stand the item down until it does appear. To  just  pa s s  the motion and 
not have that follow through is rather ineffective. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lya ll) : Mr . Fra ser. 

MR. FRASER: Mr. Chairman , I understand the Honourable Minis ter to s ay he 
would s ee w�ere the money would come from and if he would look under page (iii) , 
revenues ,  he would see it there , the money from the to bacco tax. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Lyall): - Ho n .  Arnold Mccallum . 

HON . A RNOLD McCALLUM: Mr. Chairman , I have the de spairing feelin g a s  if I am 
coming acro s s  as  the bad guy and that I am against this .  I am telling you  that 
yes terday or the day when I ans wered the ques tion for the Member and I told you 
again today that that is exa ctly what we are going to do. For God's s ake , do 
not turn it around . I mus t get elected a s  well a s  everybody els e . I am not 
against giving the senior citizens tha t kind of t�ing , I thought I had beat -
that is  a go od suggestion , open it and we will have problems -- I thought I 
would beat everyone to the gun by s aying we are goir g to get this and now it 
comes  acro s s  a s  though I am against it and I a m  not. I am for the thing and 
th at is why I s aid we wanted to come in with this kind of program. So , jus t 
in ca se  anybody is under any mis apprehension when it comes to the vote , I will 
vote for it. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall): Hurray ! Thank you , Hon. Arnold McCa llum. The 
ques tion being called . Mr . Nickers on. 

Applica tion Of T obacco T ax Revenue 

MR. NICKERSON: Jus t  one comment. I would sus pect that the adminis tration is 
of the view , and they have certa inly made this known before , that a certain 
proportion of the increa s e  in to ba cco tax revenue wa s to be applied to general 
purpo ses  and it was just  an inflationary type of thing. Now , if they are still 
of the s ame opinion they might for instance find that it might co st $200 , 000 
to do a s  the Honourable Member from Hay River ha s s ugge sted or even $300 ,000 . 
They might feel for instance that parts of the tobacco tax revenue s to the 
extent of s ay $150 , 000 could be applied to this new _purpo se  but they would s till 
have to find an additional $ 1 50 , 000. If at the s a me time they come back they 
could perhaps ha ve s ome suggestions a s  to how this additional revenue might be 
rais ed and maybe by another increa s e  in the to ba cco tax 

MR . PEA RSON: Sh ame ! 

. 1  • ' 
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MR . NICKERSON : Maybe by s omethi n g  else . We would have to take that propos al 
i nto con s i derati on ser i ously becaus e  i f  Mr. Stewart i s  ser i ous about h i s mot i on 
and I beli eve he i s , then he should be prepared to vote at leas t to a certai n 
extent towards the rai s i n g of add i ti onal revenue to fi n an ce i t. So , that would 
be my s u g ge s ti on to the admi n i s tration. 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Thank you , Mr. N i c kers on . Questi on bei n g  called. 
Mr. Stewart. 

MR . STEWART : In reply to Mr . N i ckers on I am deadly seri ous wi th regard to thi s  
moti on becaus e I feel we owe i t  to our sen i or ci ti zen s  to look after them whe n 
they are i n  some fi nanci al trouble. I have never s h i rked my duty on the i ncreas 
i n g of taxe s . There are two places I do not care how hi gh they go . One i s  
li quor and the other i s  tobacco and I us e both of them. I am n ot afrai d to 
admi t i t. On the other hand I have never opposed an i ncrease i n  ei ther of 
these  fi elds . I op pose an i ncrease i n  fuel oi l and nece s s i ti es of li fe but 
not i n  non -es senti al f i elds . 

Mot i on To Supply Free Drugs To Old Age Pen s i oners , Carri ed 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : Thank you , Mr. Stewart . Quest i on bei n g  called. 
All i n  favour of the moti on ? Eleven.  Agai n s t? The moti on  i s  carri ed. 

---Carr i ed 

Jus t  for the record , the Hon . Arn old Mc callum d i d  vote for that too . 

HON . ARNOLD McCALLUM : It had damned well better be . 

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr . Lyall) : De partment  of Health , admi n i s trati on , total O and M .  
Hon . Davi d Searle . 

HON . DAVID SEARLE: I s u g gest  we stand admi n i s trati on as i de unti l we s ee the 
res ult of that vote . 

THE C h AIRM M ( Mr .  Lyall) : Mr . P ear son . 

Heal th Educat i on Programs Needed 

MR . PEARSON: I jus t  wanted to di s cus s health i n  general terms and expres s 
some of my vi ews and fears that I have for the health of the people i n  the North
we st Terri tori es . It i s  my vi ew ,  Mr . Chai rman , that the Departme nt of Health 
I mean i n  the broades t  sen s e , both th i s  one and the federal one are not doi n g  
the i r job an d I wi ll repeat that . I do not thi nk they are doi n g  thei r job . 
I thi nk the area of ne glect i s  preventi v� medi ci ne and educat i on , he alth 
educati on , i n  teach i n g  people how to care for themselves , about the i r  di et ,  
etc . -- youn g people recei vi n g  educati on through the s chool to learn about 
health. When I thi nk con s i deri n g  the amount of money and the k i n ds of faci li t i es 
that we are now i n  the proces s of bui ldi n g , a mon s trous new addi ti on to the 
hos p i tal i n  Frobi 5her Bay , the majori ty of whi ch i s  admi n i s trati on faci li t i es 
wi th very li ttle i n  the way of faci li t i es for doctors to perform the i r  duti es .  
Thi s i s  not the terri tori al government ' s fault enti rely , but nevertheles s it  
has been taki n g  place i n  the Northwe s t  Terri tori es  and thi s  government w i ll 
as sume the res pon s i b i l i ty for that faci li ty I am s ure i n  the very near future . 
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What I am con cerned about , Mr . Chairman ,  is the fact that we still see a great 
n umber of  skin problems , various forms of skin diseases. We see obesity 
becoming a very prevalent disease in the Eastern Arctic amongst people who 
have kept themselves fit for dozens of centuries. Diets have changed to a very 
high carbohydrate diet and we are really not getting any help in this regard 
from the Department of Health . I think that what has to happen is that there 
has to be a n  education program , be it through radio or television , be it through 
schools or whatever method people choose to use to instruct ,  to help educate 
people in the business of keeping themselves healthy. 

THE  CHA IRMAN (Mr. Lyall): Thank  you , Mr . Pearson.  Mr. Fraser. 

MR. FRASER: Just a comment , Mr. Chairman. The Honourable Member here yesterday 
said the police were not doing the work a nd today the magistrates were not 
doing their work and now the doctors are not doing their work .  I think we are 
go i ng to have to come to a happy medium someplace. 

MR. P EARSON: Perhaps if Mr. Fraser was doing his work , then he would be 
con cerned about the same things as I am con cerned about. 

THE  CHA IRMAN (Mr. Lyall): May I have one question before we recognize the clo ck? 

- - - Agreed 

1978 Ec lipse Of The Sun 

What , if anything , is the Department of Health doing about educating 
the people of the Northwest Territories not to watch the eclipse of the sun on 
February third and fourth because I hear on the radio it is going to be 
dangerous to your eyesight? I asked a question .  

HON. ARNOLD Mc CALLUM: Mr. Chairman ,  I would hope , that i f  you know about it , 
other people would know about it via the radio or anything else. I think it 
is the 26th of February. 

THE  CHA IRMAN (Mr. Lyall): It is the 26th of February but not all commun ities 
have radio and television. You have got to remember that. They have alJ got 
the sun too. Hon .  David Searle. 

Motion To Defer Discussion On Administration , Department Of Health , Carried 

HON. DAV ID  SEARLE: Mr. Chairman , I would like to move that we set this matter 
of administration , page 10. 02 aside until we hear back with respect to the 
motion that was just made. 

THE CHAIRMAN { Mr .. Lyall) : Agreed? 

---Carried 

Shall we report progress then? 

---Agreed 

We did not make any progress. 

HON. ARNOLD Mc CALLUM: We came a lon g  way. 

MR. SPEAK ER: Mr. Ly al l . 

Report Of The Committee Of The Whole Of Bill 7 -67 , Appropriation Ordinan ce ,  
1979-80 

MR. LYALL: Mr. Speaker , your committee has been studying Bill 7 -67 and would 
now like to report progress with two motions that were both passed . The first 
motion made by Mr. Stewart. 
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I move that the committee request the administration to convey the following 
recommendations to the federal Department of Justice with a request that they 
be implemented withi n one year ; (a) that the vacant position of crown attorney 
in Hay River be refilled , and ; ( b }  that the function of crown attorney for· the 
Northwest Territories be transferred from the Government of Canada to the 
Government of the Northwest Territories . That was carried . 

Also Mr . Stewart made the last motion: I move that the Northwest Territories 
government be requested to s�pply free of cha�ge all drugs required fo� chronic 
ailments of all old age pensi oners not otherw i se covered for that servi ce. 

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you , Mr . Lyall . Announcements? Hon. Arnold McCallum. 

HON . ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr . Speaker , I wonder if I might have consent of the 
House to go back to Item 10 , tabling of documents? 

---Agreed 

MR . SPEAKER: Any nays? Proceed , Hon. Arnold McCallum . 

ITEM NO. 10: TABLING OF  DOCUMENTS 

HON. ARNOLD McCALLUM: Mr . Speaker , I would like to table a document : 

Tabled Document 13-67: Local Government , Direction for the 1980 1 s Summary. 

MR. SPEAKER: Further documents to table? Gentlemen , with respect to announce
ments there is a caucus meeting tomorrow morning at 9: 30 a. m. in Katimavik A. 
Further announcements? Mr . Clerk , orders of the day. 

ITEM NO. 1 4: ORDERS OF  THE DAY 

CLERK OF  THE HOUSE (Mr. Remnant): Orders of the day , January 31 , 1979 , l : 00 
o ' clock p. m. , at the Explorer Hotel. 

l . Prayer 

2 .  Replies to Commissioner ' s  Ad dress 

3. Questions and Returns 

4. Oral Questions 

5. Petitions 

6. Reports of Standing and Special Committees 

7. Notices of Motion 

8. Motions for the Production of Papers 

9. Motions 

1 0. Tabling of Documents 

�--
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11 . Notices of Motio n fo r the Intr oductio n of Bills 

12 . Seco nd Reading of Bills : Bills 6-67 ,  13-67 a nd 14-67 

13. Co n sideratio n in C o mmittee of the Whole of Bills , Reco mmendatio n s  to 
the Legislatu re a nd Other Ma tters :  Bills 1-67 ,  9-67 ,  11-67 , 5-67 a nd 
7-67 , Pro posed Amendments to the Feder al India n Act, Esta blishment of 
Wilder ness Pa r ks in the No rthwest Ter rito ries , Ta bled Document 10-67 

14 . Orders of the Day 

MR. SPEAKER: This House sta nds adjo ur n ed until l : 00 0
1 _cloc k p . m. ,  Ja nua ry 31 , 

1979 , a t  the Ex plo rer Hotel. 

- - -ADJOURNMENT 
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