
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

8th ASSEMBLY, 62nd SESSION

TABLED DOCUMENT NO. 10-62 

TABLED ON May 12, 1977



rte*** vuoV>

I ’
V f ? '

C stT

GO VE R N M EN T O F  THE N O R T H W E S T  TERRITORIES
CANADA

rtr.Sr„Uu!( I0~C>3{

TabW  PoeumSffTBk 
U t i o i f t î t y  /о?, / £ Л

'Ÿ o À r le à  J )  o

f i s

/U£  ю - й г Л ™ >'"> < 2 S p )

b: i o ; u Li t ,  T/ . V.. T.

cr J r *  ary 27, 1977

Pierre Trudea.u 
Prime î-iinister of Canada 
Government of Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario

Dear Sir;

For the past eight months, with the support of the* 
Settlement-Band council many menders of the community of 
Snowdrift ‘nave voiced concern and interest in establishing 
an on going economic base for the community. These in ter
ests and concerns have manifested themselves in establishing 
an viable commercial fishing industry for Snowdrift residents. 
In the course of resourcing potential and v ia b ility , the Set
tle  ment -Band council have been in touch with numerous depart
ments of the Territorial and Federal government. To w it:

(a) Department of Economic arid Development- Tourism
(b) Federal Fisheries Branch
(c ) Department of Economic Development- Indian ЛГfai
(d) Department of Fish and W ildlife-G ov't of the LVd
(e) Department of Social Development
( f )  Fishermen1s Loan Fund Board
(g ) Fresh water fish  marketing board-Пау Hiver

rs 
. T .

Cur in it ia l  attemts in early June, 1976 at actioning the 
expressed and f e l t  needs of those to be actively engaged in 
commercial fishing in Snowdrift, were met with disappointment,
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frustration and inisunderstanding. It  va:; at that time that 
ve the people of Snowdrift were fir s t  informed of closure of 
administrative area 6 to commercial fishing. It should be- 
pointed out here that at no time were the residents of Snow
d r ift  involved in, or contacted to be involved in, assessing 
a need for closure, or our future intentions to make use of 
our resources by means of commercial fishing.

The fact that 
in the past sought 
commercial fishing

we the residents of Snow.!rift have not 
to u tiliz e  our resources by means of 
in no way should be construed as a matter

of non-intent.
We have- h isto rica lly , harvested our re-nevable resour

ces by means of trapping, hunting and fishing in the area 
surrounding the north east end of Great Giav© hake to a 
boundary of several hundred miles in any direction and feel 
we have the right to expect consultations ’with any govern
ment agencies involved in planning for future development 
and/or administration of the above mentioned area.

Granted, we are an isolated settlement numering some 
2p0 chipewyan Dene and thereby are somewhat slow in receiv
ing information from the main stream culture, however this i: 
1977 and we are becoming increasingly aware of our need to 
take an active part in the maintenance of our own livlihood .

We realize this can only be clone v/ith help from our 
elected and appointed government representatives and so we 
nov; make this appeal to you:

(a) We require that administrative area 6 be opened to 
Snov/drlft residents only for the purpose of Commercial fish  
ing

( 0 ) As the nearest receiving station for fresh water 
marketing board is at Simpsons Islands, we require a small
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pne'.Lng boat tic v e i l  as c.n i c e  a i!ii.rj;i; plant at l iu r r lr i f  !•■ 
th in  would be l e s s  expensive and More su.Ltod to  oui’ need 
than con stru ct ion  o f  a f u l l  packing plant

(c) We require assistance in establishing a f i s he mi an 
co-operative to erihenca the econcomic v ia b ility  of this pro 
posai,

(d) We require that a quota be established In adminis
trative area 6 set high enough to ensure economic v ia b ility  
for those participating in this proposal

In conclusion ve wish to stress the urgency of our 
situation at Snowdrift as i t  requires immediate attention. 
Realizing the time factor in the proposal is short owing to 
the fact that the commercial fishing season begins some
where in early June, v/e appeal to you to take appro pi a te
stées to help ensure the success of this venture by, and for, 
the Snowdrift Dene.

cc

cc
cc
cc

■ u/C-Yours^trtpj/y,

■ "7 ,
Tom vjockhart for o e 111 e • л ent-banЛ 
Council of Snowdrift 
Chief T °  0  c K Vl A R T _  -2
Chairman

C o:nn i  s s ion e r , S. ? (od g s on 
Gov't of the k.W.T.
Wally Firth, Member of Parliament
George Erasmus, President of Indain brotherhood of ïi.l.Vf. 
Joel Starblanket, President,of National Indain Brotherhood
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cc : Pochard '.Jit for cl, Territorial; council rCi>.

o o '-'arron AXImand, îiinister of lorthem and .1 nia in Affai
cc : n.,d. Tingling, Culture and I•'atural Affairs-gov 11 of

o o Hugh Trudeau
cc; H. Turfus
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