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COMMISSIONER OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
S.M. HODGSON

COPES POSiTION CN THE PROPOSED WILDLIFE ORDINANCE FOR THE NORTHWEST

TERRITORIES.

We appreciate the opportunity to present the views of the Committee
for Original Peoples' Entitlement to you, Mr. Commissioner, on the
subject of the proposed wildlife ordinance for the Northwest Terri-

torics

First, the Inuvialuit do not want any new wildlife legislation passed
by the lortwest Territories prior to the settlement of our land rights
with the government of Canada. Second, the Inuvialuit do not want
this particular progosed ordinance passed at any time the way it 1is
written. Third, the Inuvialuit propose that new and vigorous efforts
to truly invlve Inuvialuit should be implemented before any new ord-

inance 1s developed.

You, Mr. Commissioner, appreciate that the wildlife and the harvesting
of the wildlife are so fundanental to the Inuvialuit life style, cul-
ture and values that nothing stirs more concern and controversy in the
community than newv legislation about wildlife. This 1s why the
Inuvialuit have presented a detailed and comprchensive proposal
"

entitled Inuvialuit Nunargat" to tha government of Canada for the

settlement of our land rights in the Westevrn Arctic. As parc of the

settlement we have proposed certain fundancntal changes to the wild-
life legisiation and to the decision making process for the develop-
ment of wildlife legislatien, in addition to the entrenchnent of
certain hunting rights for Inuvialuit. Our view is that any new
legislation passzed by the lcrthwest Territories before the settle-
Ment of our land rights might ba prejudicial vo our negotiations and
therefore should rot be pazsad into law at this time. Should you or

the Territorial Legislactive Assembly disvesard our concern about
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prejudice to our land rights regotiations and scttlement we insist
that the proviso be fnserted to the ordinavse stating clearly that
the new'ordinance is without prejudice to Inuvialuit Lland Rights

Claims negotiations or aboriginal rights.

Dispite our efforts to develop a rational, fair and reasonable pro-
pusal for the management of wiildlife in the Western Arctic (Part 5

of Ilnuvialuit Nunangat) your adwinistraticn has chosen to distort our
proposal on several occassions. On page scven of the Review cof the
Wildlife Ordinance you talk about land rights deciding who owns the
wildlife. There is absolutely nothing in our proposal to suggest that
Inuvialuit are secking ownership to wildlife, and to state such mis-
information oﬁly confuses the issues and creates hysteria among the

i1ll1-informed.

It appears that your administration has used land claims as an excuse
to sidestethhe pressing issue concerning wildlife managemcut in the
Northwest Territories. By so doing the proposed ordinance has only
sunceeded in suggesting cosmetic changes to the present ordinance
whi»h will only serve to _perpetuate Lhe present system of wildli;e

manabemcnt which has proven unsat;qfaccory

We appreciate that your administration has attempted to implement

pome involvement of other peoplec in the development. of ;hig proposed -
ordinance. . However, we fecl, as many others de¢ that the involvement
of rative people, particularily at the local level has been complerely
inadequate and therefore to claim that this 'proposed wildlife ordin-
ance is, Iin many respects, an ordinance by and for thq pcopie of the
Northwest Territories" is a zealous overstatement.l This claim is
more ludicrous whvn the decailed proposed ordinance are examined.

For Instance, the propo;ed ordingnce is suqvesting that children in
the future who are eligible for general huwflng license can lose their
right by residing outside the Territories for five years (section 24 (3).
This ofcourse is unacceptable to éll the native people who are the hold-
ers of general hunting licenses. Section 34 only talks about eligiblicy
for the general huncing license but does not talk about protection of
;hg»p}ght for c e ﬁa~1v~ peoplc, and section 49 aL}ow" the CcmmiGQ1ouet
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" MY Commissgioner, we do not want to.appear ‘overcritical ‘or nepative -

. Inuvik, Northwest ‘Territories.

" Phone: 5$75-35310 (403)
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for the natlve pcople of the Northwest Teri.uries. whxch are thc'
J;§¥¢ﬁﬁjor1ty and ‘shou1ad” nave'ptgierenrial A A R 1 Lildlifc
resources. We have a long list of other details in the proposed

ordinance that should be changed, however, there is no nced to go!

into them now.

Over the past week you have heard numervus request from all over the
Northwest Territories to delay this proposed ordinmance. You have heard
demands for more consultation. You have hecard some of the many reasons

that we do not want this proposed ordinance to be passed into Jlaw.

for we, better than anyone, appreciate the need for and the desire-

ability of better wildlife management and laws in the Western Arctic.

Sincergly,

Sam Raddi, president

.~~Committee For Original Peopies' [Entitlement .. . ... .- .- .
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