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Dean Ma, Stewaxrt:

Re: Proposed Game Ondinance

The Hay River Band has held a couple of meetings to discuss some
0§ the proposed changes in the Game Ordinance and we wish Zo take this
opponrtundity to expredss some of our views and conceans about Aome 0f the
changes. ALthough we neviewed brie§ly the proposed ordinance in Lits en-
tinety the following sections on hunting wene discussed at Length.

Section 53 deals with hunting §rom and with a vehicle. The Band
wholly aghees that hunting grom a vehicle 44 undesineable but do not
agree that hunting with a vehicfe be prohibited. The Band feels that
hunting with a vehicle be penmitted on all highways and nroads within the
Teanitodies but that the Hunting of baarenland carnibou be the only ex-
ception., We have witnessed the slaughten of caribou with vehicles on
Lakes when the snow hasn't been too deep and for this neason we disagree
with L&, .

Sectdion 56 (2). The 12 houn no hunting hestriction when an ain-
cnaft <8 used fon tranponrtation. We believe that this was insented
primarily 2o discourage one day hunting excursions again for barnenland
caribou. We believe that 4if this is the case the ondinance should be
mone specific. The Band cannot see where this Li‘ngazibtic on practical
when {t 4s applied to othen circumstances than the hunting of barrenland

cardibou.
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Section 64 deals with the destruction of beaver dams, Lodges and
musdkrat pusdhups., The Band agrees in principle with the suggestion that
the wilful destruction of dams and Lodges be prohibited but have neserva-
tions neganding muskrat pushups. 1t {s probable that this section was
Ansented to prevent destruction by, say, a dozea clearing a asdiesmic Line
and all agree that this should not happen. The fean L& that the Ainten-
pretation could concieveably hampen the trapping of mushrats thenefonre
they would L€ike the woads "and mushrat pushup" be deleted from the section.

On the subjeect of carrying fLrearms 4in vehicles. 14§ hunting with
a vehicle is peamitted then 4t 4is only Logical that firearms should be
able to be carrndied in the vehicle. The Band agrees that the ownen oh
openaton of a vehicle has to be 4in possession of a valdid hunting License
before finearms can be carndied and that the friecarms so0 carndied be con-
sistent with the type of License the person holds. 1In othen wonds, L
a person has only a game bird ELicense he should not be carrying a 303 on
a 30-06 in his vehicle but nathen a 22 or 410 on othen shotguns, 0§
cournse this would allow general hunting License holdens to carry any and
all fineanms at all times,

Anothen majon concern of the Band was the number of big game Licenses
which are s08d each year. The Band firmLy belfieves that quotas &should
be able to be set cach hunting season depending on the results of surveys
which would have to be cannied out to deteamine the approximate quantity
0f centadin specdes. The quotas should be deteamined and sct by the Fish §
Wildlife authonities 4in consultation with such organdizations as Band Counc-
LLs, Settlement Councdils, Hunters & Trappers Association ete., each fon
théin panticulan hunting area on zone which falls unden thein jundisdiction.

The Band wholly supporis the suggestion that the number of barrenland
carnibou allfowed a bdig game License holdenr be neduced from the present
numbenr of f4ive to two only.

We neghet that we have not had the opportunity to s4it down with you
to discuss these and other concerns but we hope that this may be of some
help to you 4n younr deliberations on the subject.
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14 there are any clandfications nequired and/on questions please
do not hesitate to call me at §74-6701.

Your truly

Jim Villeneuve,
Resenrve Managen: for the
Hay River Indian Band




