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PROJECT NORTH / PLAN NORDIQUE

Annterc hurch project on northern develop /Un plan iglise sur le developp dunord
154 Glenrose Avenue. Toronto Ontanio MaT IK8 Telephone (410) 481-387¢

February 6, 1976.

Lr. Bill Lyull’

Territorial Councillor,

The Government of the N.7.T.,
Yelloukrifo, NJ/.T.

Dear lr. Lyalls

I read sith come concern statements attributed to you by The Canadian Press and reportod
in the February 4th edition of the Toronto Glote and laile I am afraid that if you aro
reported accurately, thut your statemonts are inaccurato and strangely reminiscent

of recent attacks by other territorial councillors against lative leadors and members
of the Northern clergy. One cannot help but wonder of such slanderous statements, oe
ghort on fact and so long on invactive, serve uny useful purpose in the on-going debate

about land claims and northern development.

You should know that Project North hus never publicly or privutuly advoceted a back-te-~
the-land policy ef Northern develormont. You must krow that Project North has never
articulated any policy on behalf of any Native people. Project North has never come
north except at the express.invitation of the Inuit and Dene ptople and works alraye
under tho direction of the elected land claims orgenizetions. Project North has never
received one~cent of remuncratior from eny Morthernors und indeed offers wshat okills
it has in communication and southern support completely without strings.

Qur directions come from the Inuit leadero toth in the Land Claims Commission and in

I7C und the people to vihom we take our lead. I am sure tkat if you took the trouble

tc check our mandate from the churches and {rom people such as John amagoalik

you wsould find that the position of Project North and the position of the people sceking
a just settlemnornt of land claims is very similare

Yo aure not Southerr Eskimoes, a term which is slanderous, I suggest, to your own people
and gimply maintain an office here in order to relate to the churches which support
our vork and to the south in gencral as r.quosted by the Northern MNative organizat ions.
I trust you will wish to clarify your remarks in the interest of truth.

Yours iruly,

s eflus

Hugh McCullum,
Stuff Co-ordinator.

cc Jokn fAmagoulik
Micahel Amarovok
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* have done to the way: of me of the ,
nonhem natives. - ¥

Toroni’o cnurch group ‘disaster for Noﬁh Eskuﬁo Ie@der sayS g

YELLOWKNIFE (CP) - An
Eskimo member of the' Northwest
Territories Legislative = Assembly

- has criti¢ized what he calls “Toron-

to Eskimos" for the: damage they .

,,Blllz Lyall, teld .the - assemblys~ r

’ 'currem session that officials of Proj-

ect North — a Toronto-based inter- -
church group set up to support na-
tive people — would get a hostile _
reception if they returned and again

told the native people to go om and
live off the land. -
-Mr. Lyall, member for the Cen-

- tral Arctic, is a former business- .

man, lxcenced .mechanic and com. -

* mercial fisherman. ¢ '
“I say to those persons who have -

helped put us in a horriblé economic

. position,”, who, have , advocated;'a. ..

* back- to-the-land po]xcy You did not: -

~ know what the hell you were talking -
about. You sure as hell did not learn’,

anything about the land while yuu

“were up here."”

" Eskimos.’ ‘He said the inscription

N" Y

Mr. Lyall urgod the assemhly lo
erect a monument to ‘the - Toronto .
should read: “I came (North) with+* ks
nothing,” 1°leave’ with lots,"and- -}
leave nothing worthwhile behlnd nh

He said “Hugh® McCullum-.and -,

Uy

come North now and tell the 65,0r 70 ° 0t
people of -Coppermine,-who are now”,
unemployed, that' they:should go '
back-to the land anid- se¢ what kind K
of reaction they willget: - - .
“Sealskin prices are down and

North
'uwe

. 'eS"'-

\; few yeam AT S

an; now expected to pick 7
" Sup the. pleces and-repair the’ damag- o

et

1N e

. everywhere in !he‘Al‘ct(c trappers
.. -~ are-not getting the. catches of white “«;
" fox that. they used to ove.r the past -

,tﬁére-was -nothing to fall back on.

.+Theioll industry was doirig Iiltle"*'.;
Tony Clarke of Pfoject North should + 2 a‘work in- the uhosulen economic ‘1,‘ 3

development cllmam »,ol Atoddys

~




