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F eb ru a ry  6 ,  1978

L 'r .  B i l l  L y a l l ,
T e r r i t o r i a l  C o u n c i l l o r ,
The Government o f  the NV.7.T.,
Y e l l o w k n i f e ,  N .7 .T .

Dear ! j r .  L y a l l ;

I  read with eoae concern  sta tem ents  a t t r i b u t e d  to  you by The Canadian  P ress  and r o p o r to d  
i n  the February  4th e d i t i o n  o f  the Toronto  G lobe  and M a i l .  I  am a f r a i d  th a t  i f  you a ro  
r e p o r t e d  a c c u r a t e l y ,  th at  your s ta tem ents  a ro  in a c c u r a t o  and s t r a n g e ly  re m in is c e n t  
o f  re cen t  a t t a c k s  by o t h e r  t e r r i t o r i a l  c o u n c i l l o r s  a g a in s t  N a t iv e  l e a d e r s  and members 
o f  the Northe rn  c l e r g y *  One cannot h e lp  but wonder o f  such s la n d e ro u s  s t a t e m e n t s ,  s *  
s h o r t  on f a c t  and so  lo n g  on i n v a c t i v o ,  s e rv e  any u s e f u l  pu rp o se  in  the o n -g o in g  d eba te  

about  land  c la im s  and n o rth e rn  deve lopm ent.

You sh o u ld  know th a t  P r o je c t  North has never p u b l i c l y  or p r i v u t o l y  advocatod  a b a c k - t # -  
t h e - l a n d  p o l i c y  * f  N o r th e rn  deve lopm en t .  You must know th a t  P r o je c t  N orth  has n eve r  
a r t i c u l a t e d  any p o l i c y  on b e h a l f  o f  any N a t iv e  p e o p l e ,  f t ro jec t  North  has neve r  come 
north  excep t  a t  the exp rese -  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  tho I n u i t  and Dene p eo p le  and works a lw a y s  
under tho d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  e l e c t e d  land  c la im s o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  P r o je c t  North  has neve r  
r e c e i v e d  o n o -c e n t  o f  rem unerat ion  from any N o r th e rn e r s  and indeed  o f f e r s  what s k i l l s  
i t  has i n  communication and so u th e rn  support  com p le te ly  w ith o u t  s t r i n g s .

Our d i r e c t i o n s  come from the I n u i t  l e a d e r s  both  in  the Land Claims Commission and in  
IT C  and the p e o p le  to  whom we take ou r  l e a d .  I  am s u r e  that i f  you took the t r o u b l e  
t c  chock our mandate from the churches  and from p eo p le  such as John /cnagoalik  
you would f i n d  that the p o s i t i o n  o f  P r o je c t  North  and the p o s i t i o n  o f  the p e o p le  s e e k in g  
a  j u s t  s e t t le m e n t  o f  land  c la im s  i3  very  s i m i l a r .

V/o a r e  not Southern  Eskim oos, a term which i s  s l a n d e r o u s ,  I  s u g g e s t ,  to your  own p eop le  
and s im ply  m a in ta in  an o f f i c e  here  in  o rd e r  to r e l a t e  to th e  churches which su p p o r t  
o u r  work and to  the south  in  g e n e r a l  as r . q u e s t e d  by the N o r th e rn  N a t iv e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I

I  t r u s t  you w i l l  w i s h . t o  c l a r i f y  your  remarks in  the in t e r e s t  o f  t r u t h .

Your3 t r u l y ,

Hugh Me C u ll  urn,
S t u f f  C o -o r d in a t o r .

cc John Am agoalik  

M icah e l  Amarook
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T o r o n t o  c h u r c h  g r o u p

YELLOWKNIFE (CP) -  An 
Eskimo member of the Northwest 
Territories Legislative Assembly 
has criticized what he calls “Toron­
to Eskimos" for the damage they 

' have done to the way' of life of the 
northern natives.

? " .^Billv.Lyall, told ..the • assembly's r 
• ; ‘1 ’ current session that officials of ProJ- 

ect North — a Toronto-based inter- 
4 church group set up to support na­

tive people — would get a hostile 
reception if they returned and again

told the native people to go out and 
live off the land.

-Mr. Lyall, member for the Cen- 
* tral Arctic, is a  former business­

man, licenced ..mechanic and com -; 
mercial fisherman.-' '  '• , 

v "I say to .those persons who have 
helped put its in a  horrible économie 

y-< position,*.; who ü hav e . advocated; a 
'  back- to-the-land policy: You did not 

know what the hell you were talking 
about. You sure as hell did not leam :r , 
anything about the land while you'" 
were up h e re ." .

.. Mr. Lyall urged the assembly to 
erect a monument to the Toronto 
Eskimos. He said the inscription 
should read: " I  came (North) with 
nothing,- Г  leave’ with lots,* and ! 
leave nothing worthwhile behind.'!.л  

He said "Hugh'.lMcCullum-and 
Tony Clarke of Project .North should • 
come North now and tell thé 65.or 70,; 
people of Coppermine,'who a re  now 4 
unemployed, that they^should g o . 
back to the land and-see what kind 
of reaction they will get: * *: 

“Sealskin prices a re  down and

-j

'*■ everywhere in. tbe* Ajfctic- trappers 
are  not getting the.catçhes of white Щ  
fox that-they,used^to.over. the past 

.; few yearn /’ л  . .,
V r-Unfortunately, MrKjLyaH s a i d ; / '  

/th e re -w as  -nothing to fall back on. /  
-.Thëroil industry v/as doing little4-.:-. « 
work . in v the "hostile” ;* economic 

/developm ent climate ,‘of -today's W  
: North; • --* *. - -I
- “ W e. : a re  now exfwcted to pick . 
/u p  the pleces and repair the’dam ag-.i.
•'es." V  .
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