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Report  of  Standing Committee on L e g i s l a t i o n  

Concern ing  Cer ta in  B i l l s  To Be Introduced 

At The 65th Se s s i on  of  Counci l

Mr. Speaker,  the Standing  Committee on L e g i s l a t i o n  met on 

Ap r i l  27 to review the B i l l s  being introduced at t h i s  Se s s i on  

by the A dm in i s t r a t i on  and makes^ the f o l l ow i ng  recommendations:

- That .Bi l l  1 - 6 5 An Ordinance r es pec t i n g  .Opthalmic Techn i c i an s  

be int roduced as presented for  c on s i de r a t i on  in Committee of 

the Whole. The Committee noted that t h i s  B i l l  would enable 

persons  who have completed adequate t r a i n i n g  programs to 

p r a c t i s e  as Opthalmic Techn i c i an s  and would prov ide  for  

t h e i r  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  l i c e n s i n g ,  d i s c i p l i n e  and other  re l ated  

matters  in much the same manner as have a l ready  been provided 

for  Dental  Techn i c i ans .

- That B i l l  2-64 An amendment to the Chi l d  Welfare Ordinance.  

which would def ine  the manner in which c e r ta i n  matters must 

be brought  before the Court and in some cases  i ncrease  not i ce  

pe r i od s ,  would a l s o  g i ve  both parents  and the Super intendent  

of C h i l d  Welfare a r i g h t  of appeal and would reduce to s i x  

months the per i od of care and cus tody  in adopt ion cases  be 

re fe r red  to Committee of the Whole for  c o n s i de r a t i o n  as 

p re s en te d .

- That B i l l  3-65 An amendment to the Presumption of Death 

Ordinance which would c l a r i f y  c e r t a i n  matters  in the present  

Ordinance,  prov ide  more f l e x i b l e  procedures  r e l a t i n g  to 

Presumption o f  Death orders  and g i ve  p ro tec t i on  to personal  

r ep r e s en t a t i ve s  ac t i ng  on such o rder s  be refer red to Committee 

of the Whole for c o n s i de ra t i o n  subject  to the f o l l ow ing  

con s i de r a t i on :
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the i n s e r t i o n  in l i ne  2 of subc lause 5(2)  immediately 

a f t e r  " the  a p p l i c a t i o n  of "  the words " tha t  person o r "  

to permit  an i n d i v i d u a l  concerned by a p p l i 

cat ion of t h i s  se c t i on  to appeal a Presumption of 

Death Order.

That ..Bill 4-65 An amendment to the T e r r i t o r i a l  Hosp i ta l  

Insurance  Se r v i ce s  Ordinance to p r o h i b i t ‘ ce r ta i n  c a te go r i e s‘J_ " ~ -v
of  persons  from se rv i ng  as Members o f  Board of  Management or 

other  bodies  managing h o s p i t a l s  and heal th  ce n t r e s . t o  

prevent  personal  c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t  s i t u a t i o n s  be r e f 

erred to Commi ttee of the Whole for  c on s i de ra t i o n  sub jec t  

to the f o l l ow in g  c on s i d e r a t i o n s :

(a) the Committee f e l t  that the B i l l  perhaps was unduly 

r e s t r i c t i v e  and would exclude persons  who could make 

a va l uab le  c o n t r i b u t i o n ;

(b) that the exc l u s i on  of spouses  and dependents of  ce r ta i n  

c l a s se s  of persons  was too broad and that such matters 

should be l e f t  to the d i s c r e t i o n  of  the e l e c t o r a t e  or 

the appo i n t i ng  o f f i c i a l s ;  and

(c) that the Legal  Adv i s o r  would endeavour to develop an 

appropr i a te  term to s u b s t i t u t e  for  " f i n a n c i a l  a d v i s o r "  

in paragraph 1 1 . 2 ( 4 ) (d )  which i s  too broad.

- That B i l l  5-65 An amendment to the Munici  pal Ordinance to 

change the t i t l e  of  the Ch i e f  Execut i ves  of  v i l l a g e s  and 

hamlets from "Chai rman"  to "Mayor " ,  to a l l ow fo r  e l e c t i o n s  

to f i l l  vacanc ies  occu r r i ng  dur ing  the f i r s t  year  o f  a 

c o u n c i l ' s  term, to enable the Commiss ioner to f i x  the date 

of  f i r s t  e l e c t i on s  on any order  made by him and to make 

the f i n a n c i a l  year  of a hamlet the same as that of the 

T e r r i t o r i a l  Government be r e f e r red  to Committee of the 

Whole for  c on s i de r a t i on .  Dur ing con s ide r a t i on  of t h i s  

l e g i s l a t i o n  the Committee was adv i sed that p r o v i s i o n s  to
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exempt s en i o r  c i t i z e n s  from property  taxes  in m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  

and to i nc rease  the c e i l i n g  on g rant s  which may be made 

by a m u n i c i p a l i t y  would in a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  be brought  f o r 

ward dur ing  the Se s s i on .

That B i l l  6-65 ,An amendment to the C o r o n e r ' s  , Fo res t  

P r o t e c t i o n , I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , Jury and M in ing  Safety  Ordinances  

to remove d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  on the ba s i s  of sex and to prov ide  '  

for  the appointment of  a Ch i e f  Coroner  and e s tab l i shment  of 

h i s  d u t i e s ,  f u n c t i o n s ,  powers and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  be r e f e r 

red to Committee of  the Whole f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  Whi le c o n s i d 

e r i ng  the d e s i r a b i l i t y  of  amending the Min ing Sa fe ty  and 

Fores t  P r o tec t i on  Ordinances  to permit women to work under 

ground and to f i g h t  f o r e s t  f i r e s  the Committee ques t i oned 

opening these a c t i v i t i e s  to women but  agreed to support  

the amendment as presented.

That B i l l  7-65 the T e r r i t o r i a l  Cour t s  Ordinance which would 

change the t i t l e  of  " M a g i s t r a t e "  to " T e r r i t o r i a l  Judge"  and 

would provide for  the appointment of  a Ch i e f  Judge, the 

e s tab l i shment  of  a J ud i c i a l  Counci l  to review appointments  

and to hear compla i nt s  a ga i n s t  T e r r i t o r i a l  Judges be re fe r red  

to Committee o f  the Whole f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  subject  to the 

f o l l ow ing  c o n s i de r a t i o n s :

(a) that the d r a f t  l e g i s l a t i o n  be made a v a i l a b l e  to the

N.W.T. Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  for  comment;

(b) that wherever i t  appears  the term " Co u n c i l "  ( r e f e r r i n g  

to the Counc i l  of  the Northwest T e r r i t o r i e s )  be replaced 

by " L e g i s l a t i v e  As sembly " ;  and

(c) that a d e f i n i t i o n  of "appeal  book"  be i n ser ted  in the 

d e f i n i t i o n  sec t i on .
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The Committee did not  undertake a rev iew of B i l l  8-65 an 

amendment to the Taxat ion  Ordinance as t h i s  had a l ready  

been done p r i o r  to the 64th Se s s i on .

- That B i l l  9-65 An amendment to the .Tobacco Tax Ordinance 

which would i nc rease  the tax on c i g a r e t t e s  be re fe r red  to 

Committee of the Whole for  c on s i d e r a t i o n .  In c o n s i de r i n g  

t h i s  B i l l  the Committee recommended that  the a p p l i c a t i o n  

of  the tax be broadened to apply  not on ly  to c i g a r e t t e s  

but a l s o  to pipe and c i g a r e t t e  tobacco.

- That B i l l  10-65 An Ordinance r e s pec t i n g  Eng ineer s .  Geo l o 

g i s t s  and Geophysicists which would e s t a b l i s h  an a s s o c i a t i o n  

of  such p r o f e s s i o n a l s  to prov ide for  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  of 

members, l i ce n s ee s  and permit ho lder s  and for  the r e g u l a 

t i on of  thepractises of  e ng inee r ing ,  geology  and geophys i c s  

be r e fer red  to Committee of the Whole for  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

In c o n s i de r i n g  t h i s  B i l l  the Committee which had a l ready  

examined i t  in great  de ta i l  dur ing  the 64th Se s s i on  r e 

viewed changes i t  had p r e v i o u s l y  recommended and proposed 

that  a f u r t h e r  change be made in paragraph 2(1 ) (n)  which 

de f i nes  " p r o f e s s i o n a l  g e o p hy s i c s "  to b r i ng  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  

more i n to  l i n e  wi th the d e f i n i t i o n  of  " p r o f e s s i o n a l  geo logy "  

found in paragraph (1).

- That B i l l  11-65 An amendment to the .Petroleum Products  Tax 

Ord inance which would base the tax on consumption rather  

than purchase be r e f e r red  to Committee of the Whole for  

c on s i d e r a t i o n  subject  to the f o l l ow ing  amendment:

that  in paragraph 2 ( 4 ) ( c )  the amount of petroleum 

product s  which may be c a r r i ed  in a con ta i ne r  in a 

motor v e h i c l e  be l im i t ed  at 10 g a l l o n s  but that the 

amount which may be ca r r i ed  in a con ta i ne r  in an 

a i r c r a f t  be i nc reased  to 50 ga l l on s .



That B i l l  12-65 An amendment to the Income Tax Ordinance 

which e f fec t  c e r t a i n  changes consequent on recent  amend

ments to the Federal  Income Tax Act be refer red  to 

Committee of the Whole for  c on s i de r a t i on  as presented.

That B i l l  13-65 the Pu b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  Income Tax Rebates 

Ordinance which would a l l ow the Government of  the Northwest  

T e r r i t o r i e s  to pay or rebate to des i gnated u t i l i t y  companies 

income tax which the companies have paid or  are est imated 

to be l i a b l e  to pay wi th the proviso that the ben e f i t s  

be passed on to the consumers be refer red to Committee of  

the Whole for  c on s i d e r a t i o n .  In c o n s i d e r i n g  t h i s  B i l l  the 

Committee quest ioned the use of the words " d i s t r i butor "  and 

" s e l l e r "  and obta ined the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  agreement to 

determine that these were the cor rec t  words to be used.

Tjiat B i l l  14-65 An amendment to the Northwest T e r r i t o r i e s  

Hous ing Co rporat i on  Ordinance to change the t i t l e  of the 

"General  Manager"  to that  of  "Managing D i r e c t o r "  be r e f e r 

red to Committee of  the Whole as presented for  c on s i d e r a t i o n .  

The Committee proposed that the t i t l e  of t h i s  Ordinance be 

changed to Housing Co rporat i on  Ordinance and was advi sed 

that the most a pp rop r i a t e  time to do th i s  would be when 

the next r e v i s i o n  of  T e r r i t o r i a l  Ordinances  i s  undertaken.

That B i l l  15-65 An Ordinance to e s t a b l i s h  an E l ec to r a l  

D i s t r i c t s  Boundar ies  Commiss ion to recommend•the d i v i s i o n  

of  the T e r r i t o r i e s  i nto  e l ec t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  the r ep r es en 

t a t i on  and name of  each such d i s t r i c t  be re fe r red  to 

Committee of the Whole f o r  con s i d e r a t i on .  In c o n s i de r i n g  

th i s  B i l l  the Committee adopted a motion that  wherever the 

term " Co u n c i l "  appears  in the B i l l  i t  be replaced by 

" L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly " .
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The Commi'ttee d id  not review B i l l  16-65 An Ordinance r e s p e c t 

ing s en i o r  c i t i z e n s  b e n e f i t s  as i t  had done so p r i o r  to the 

64th Ses s i on .

The Committee a l s o  cons i dered  proposed new Terms of  Reference 

des i gned to overcome some o f  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  which have 

been faced in the pas t  which wi l l  be i nt roduced by motion for  

c on s i d e r a t i o n  by the Assembly dur ing  t h i s  Se s s i on .

W. Lyal  1 , Chai rnian
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