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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANbING
. BETWEEN
THE MINISTER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT
AND
THE COMMISSTONER OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE NWT (GNWT)
ON
THE ROLE OF THE GNWT IN THE CLATMS PROCESS

WHEREAS the Federal Government has the primany nesponsibility
with negand to the nesolution of Land claims;

WHEREAS it is necognized that the GNWT has jurisdicition
overn centain mattens of a provincial naZunre;

WHEREAS it 44 desinable that the GNWT be nepresented at atl
discussions and negotiations related to the nesolution of
Land claims in the Nonthwest Teanitondies; and

WHEREAS it is expedient that the GNWT panticipate fully in
the fonmulation of policy to guide the negotiations on Land
claims in the Northwest Tennditordes;

THEREFORE, it i4 agreed that the intenface of the Fedenal
Govennment and the GNWT in the claims process shall be

defined as follows:

Establishment and Rofe 0§ GNWT CLaims Secrnetariat

The Commissioner shall establish a Claims Secrefarial
within the GNWT forn which the function and
nesponsibifities will in most nespects parallel those
0f the Fedenrat Osﬁkca 0§ Native ClLadims.
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Role

The CLaims Seccretaniat shall be unden the dinection

0f an Executive Committee member appointed by the
Commissionen. 1t shalf be nesponsible fon the nesearch
and analysis of claims, the identification of poldcy
issues, the deveLopment and presentation of policy
options on mattens within the junisdiction of the

NWT, and the provision of advice on such matiers Lo

the Executive Committee,

The CLaims Secretaniat shall provide the focus within
the GNWT for all mattens nelating to native claims.

The CLaims Secnretaniat shafl arnange or provide foxr
GNWT nepresentation at claims negotiation and othen
subsidiany meetings as members of the joint governmeni

negotiating team.

04§ the Mindisten

The Ministen shaff ensune that a CLaims Policy Committee,
chained by the Deputy Minister of Indian and Nonthenn
Affains, is 4in place o focus on claims <ssued and
stnategdies and, as far as possible, to nesolve problems
put forwarnd by members for consideration.

Where issues arise that go beyond the Limits of the
fedenal mandate as establfished by Cabinet, the Mindistea

may submit a Memorandum to Cabinet for considernation.
The preparation of such Memoxanda shatl be carnied out
in consultation with the GNWT Executive Committee
thnough its Claims Policy Commitiee nepresentative.




Rofe of the Commissionen

: The Commissionen shall be a memben of the Caims Policy
Committee, as shall the Executive Member nesponsible
gon Land CLlaims. As appropriate, the Commissionen may
appoint an altennate neprnesentative for meetings.

. The Commissdionen shaltl ensure GNWT participation 4in
the discussion and resolution of policy Lssues neklating

to claims which have a bearing on the NWT.

CLaims Poficy Committee {CPC)

1t is undenstood that the CPC 44 a worhing committee
which deals with claims mattens throughout Canada.
Theredore, GNWT attendance wiff be nequested at alf
meetings when items involLving claimants within the NUT
ane to be discussed. Notice of meetings shall be
communicated to the Coordinator, NWT Land CLaims
Secretaniat, with a copy to the GNWT (ttawa office at
the ecanliest possible time, although it 4is necognized
that on occasions it may not be possible to provide
monre than three days' notice.

Any problems which cannot be resolved between the 0ffice
0§ Native CLaims and the GNWT CLaims Secnretarial shall

be considerned at the CPC.

In the event that a policy issue involving the mandate
0§ the GNWT cannot be neconcifed to the satisfaction of
the GNWT at the CPC, the matten wilf be submitted to the

Ministen fon considenation.




Negotiat&onb'.‘.

' In the 4intenests of keeping the claims negotiations as
apolitical as possible, elected members of the
Tearitonial Executdive Committee may onﬂé attend when
a federal Ministen on other MP attends. 1§ no
fjedenal political nepnesentative 44 to attend, an
elected member of the Teanitonial Executive Committee
may attend fonmal negotiation meetings only with Zthe
concunnrence of the Minister. 1In the absence of the

“Mindsten, it 4is undenstood that the Senion Negotiaton
appointed by the Mindsten is afways responsible fonr
the conduct of, and is chief apokesman for the joint

Govenrnment Zteam.

Condultation

‘ 1T 1S FURTHER UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that the aforementioned
does not in any way preclude oggicials of the Teanitorial
Government §rom meeting with claimants. Fuatheamone,
subject to whatever constraints may be placed by the
Mindsten frnom time to time on disclosure of perntinent
facts, it is acknowledged that the GNWT has the primany
nesponsibility to consult with and infoam interested
paitieb on claims mattens nelating to NWTG jurisdiction.
1t 4is taken forn granted that GNWT officials will nepresent
the views and conceans of differnent panties in the NWT
s0 that these may be taken inteo acccunt by CPC when
deteamining claims policies and strategics.

Dated at Ottawa Dated at Veﬁtowkn&ﬁe
This 32 day of ou:obm 197§ This /7 day of @ehsbar 1975
%‘Z/ éﬁ’é%w
1 Fauﬂknen - S M. Hodgson
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