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 Teen girl's eyes damaged |

'S &3

PO
Ve

T WINNIPEG €P) . = Beverly

“+'Nicholson was 3 mischievous teen-ager

" .when she saw her first cclipse of the sun.

e

T And allhqugh she didn't realize it at

impulsiveness that changed the Tést ol

et T
{n an interview in her parens

- Winnipeg home,  the 3a:ycar-oid
. Vancourer kindergaricn reacher told of
* her experiened in the hope that it would
~warn others that a similar iragedy could
“Loccur 10 them by viewing the total
- eclipse of the sub Feb. 26.

o M Nicholson said she . remembers
“the hot summer day in July, 1963 She
Fwas living in Winnipeg al fie time. and
+ sheand 2 girl-.‘r‘.cnd went ouiside 10 view

the cclipse. '
: “We were supposcd o look at it
= through-a negative and 2 box with a litdle

hole in it.” she caid, “But § said *Ah heck.
" Jdon't hive 10 do that, so 1 looked at it

very quickly."

. But as the months passed. her evesigit

- began 0 Jeteriorate amd «he had to get
. glasses.

It wasn't until about seven years ago.

© when she was fired from 2 job in

V' ancouver because of her evesight. that

M Nicholson went 10 st an oNe

L e gime. §t was A sphl 8660 ' ¥ 0
the time. Bt L Pl ccond_ok - couidn't see the letter E on the 1op of an
~eve chart. and couldn’t sc¢ clearly

peyond a distance of about five feet.

Society and the
Association have reconunended the Feb.
2% cclipse be viewed only on welevision.
However, other specialists have said the
spectacie  may viewed safely whrough
Norld welders goggles. - O through
:\luminunrcnzncd savlar visors being sotd
through the Winniped Pianetarium.

She never (hought any more ahout it..
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after looking at eclipse

her cyes had been pcrmancmly scarre
~ {yom the cclipse.

By that timie her vision was s0 bad she-

in the years following, her cyesighi nas

remained relatively unchanged. and Mrs,
Nicholson has learned to cope with the
restrictions it has made on her Life.

o] pet frustrated more whan anything

clse. because | have 1o do everything S0
close.” she said. : ,

Hler cves are SO wensitive to light that

Jie has 1o wear Deavily-tinted glasses.

Despite the hardships. such 23 not I

being able to drive, Mrs. Nicheison said 3
che s thanktul the coadition is not '
getting any worse: and speciatists have
told  her it will never make her
pcnn:mcmly blind.
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