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I
As a fo llow -up  to the v is i t  by the A ssistant Deputy M in is te r o f Parks 

before the T e r r i to r ia l  Council la s t  January 31, I f e l t  th a t I should make
I

you aware o f my views on the subject o f the establishm ent o f T e r r i to r ia l
I

Parks.
I

As Mr. Davidson explained to the Council during his testim ony, a combination 

o f national parks and T e r r i to r ia l  parks would be f u l ly  complementary.
i

Parks Canada's prime o b jec tive  is  to preserve rep resen ta tive  natural areas 

to  a high degree and to provide re crea tio n a l a c t iv i t ie s  w ith in  th a t context. 

T e r r i to r ia l  parks would have a prime o b je c tiv e , on the o ther hand, o f providing  

in ten s ive  to u r is t  and recrea tio n a l opp ortu n ities  in  more re a d ily  accessible  

areas.

I b e lieve  th a t such a f u l ly  in tegrated  parks system in  the N.W.T. is  e s s e n tia l, 

and th a t the ob jectives  of both national parks and T e r r i to r ia l  parks can be 

achieved.

At the present tim e, o f course, the formal establishm ent o f T e r r i to r ia l  

Parks is  impeded by on-going native  land claims n eg o tia tio n s , and i t  is  my 

view th a t the a lie n a tio n  o f land fo r  such parks before these claims have been ^  

s e ttle d  would be premature. As you are probably aware, even national park 

reserves th a t have been set aside , have been done so pending the outcome 

o f n ative  land claim s.

In  the in te r im , however, I  fee l th a t planning fo r  a T e r r i to r ia l  parks system 

should proceed. To th is  end, I  repeat Mr. Davidson's o f fe r  o f Parks Canada's 

assistance in  estab lish in g  a planning system fo r  T e r r i to r ia l  parks, id e n tify in g  

s p e c ific  areas, and se ttin g  p r io r i t ie s .  Subsequent to th is  planning exerc ise , 

and the reso lu tio n  o f native  land c la im s, the Department would then be
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prepared to a s s is t you in  consu ltations w ith  natives and o th er in te res ted„ I
p a r tie s . I f ’ no c o n flic ts  in  land use are apparent, a tra n s fe r  o f  land  

to the A dm inistration  and contro l o f the N.W.T. Government fo r  T e r r i to r ia l

park purposes could be arranged.
i

With regard to sm aller a reas, th a t could be developed as campgrounds or 

p icn ic  areas, I have asked my A ssis tan t Deputy M in is te r fo r  Northern  

A ffa irs  to meet w ith  you soon to discuss p ra c tic a l mechanisms fo r  the 

tra n s fe r o f such lands to meet your immediate needs. These mechanisms, 

o f course, would include a care fu l examination o f land uses to ensure 

th a t no c o n flic ts  e x is t .

I a lso ’ understand th a t Mr, Davidson is  preparing fo llow -up  correspondence to 

address s p e c ific  questions th a t were ra ised during his testimony th a t he fe e ls  

w arrant fu r th e r  e lab o ra tio n .

The Honourable Hugh Faulkner,
M in is te r o f Indian and Northern A ffa irs  
HULL TLX 0533711
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