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PLEASE PASS, THE FOLLOWING TELEX PRESS RLEXXfc RELEASE TO*
NELLIE CPURNOYEA» HLA 
WESTERN ARCTIC
LEOItTATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE N W T

, P R £ S S R E L E A S E  fl„

XNUVIK (NOVEMBER 6« 1980) . . . THE PRESIDENT FOR THE COMMITTEE FOR 
ORIGINAL PEOPLES ENTITLEMENT# THE ORGANIZATION REPRESENTING THE 
2»500 INUVIALUJT OF THE WESTERN ARCTIC REGION IN THEIR LAND RIGHTS 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT# HAS ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE 
YUKON TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT HAS AGREED TO CHANGE ITS GAME 
ORDINANCE.TO CORRECT THE OUTLAWING BY THE YUKON GOVERNMENT OF THE 
TRADTXONAL HUNTING AND TRAPPING BY INÚVIALtrø* ON THEIR HOMELAND IN
' THE NORTHERN YUKON*

■ . -*»>í

IN NOVEMBER 1979# THE YUKON TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT CHANGED THEIR 
GAME ORDINANCE AND,THEIR ADMINISTRATION OF WILDLIFE,TO TRY TO KEEP 
INUVIALUIT FROM TRAPPING AND HUNTING FOR FOOD AND POLAR BEAR WHERE 
MANY INUVIALUIT HAVE,TRADITIONALLY LIVED AND» MADE THEIR LIVLIHOOD. 
COPE HAS MAINTAINED THAT THIS ACTION BY THE^YUKON GOVERNMENT IS 
A SERIOUS BREACH OF THÉ AGREEMENT THE INUVt'AlUJT SIGNED IN OCTOBER 
1978 НДТН THE GOVERNMENT.OF CANADA FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF 
INUVIALUIT LAND RIGHTS CLAIM. "
MR* RADDI SAID* *'I HAVE BEEN ASSURED THATTHE YUKON TERRITORIAL 
GOVERNMENT WILL CHANGE ITS GAME LAWS TO PERMIT THE TRADITIONAL 
HUNTING.AND TRAPPING. THAT THEY OUTLAWED AFlffTOUR AGREEMENT IN 
PRINCIPLE WAS SIGNED'. IT IS NO SECRET THAT OVER THE PAST YEAR WE 
HAVE HAD A CONTINUING BATTLE WITH THÉ YUKON TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT 
OVER INUVIALUIT HUNTING AND TRAPPING IN THE'YUKON. DURING THIS 
YEAR, THE YUKON REPRESENTATIVES HAVE MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE YUKON 
GOVERNMENT# ALTHOUGH ADMITTING THE INJUSTICE OF THEIR LAWS* WANTED 
TO MAKE A DEAL WITH RESPECT TO THE INUVIALUIT LAND RIGHTS SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE AS IT APPLIES TO THE YUKON. THEY HAVE MADE IT 
CLEAR THAT THEY THINK THE INUVIALUIT GOT TOO MUCH FOR THEIR 
SETTLEMENT ANP THEY UANT TO SEE IT  REDUCED. * "*



MR* RADpI,SAID#, Î»I «Ц Н  ТО ASSURE. THE INUVIALUJT THAT COPE AND THE 
TOON TERRITORIAL.OOmNélENT HAVE,« «NOT** MADE A DEAL* WE HAVE NOT 
TRADEb; THE INUVtALUIT LAND RIGHTS SETTLEMENT! FOR THE fl
GENERATIONS FOR A CHANSS IN ТНЕуЬкЬЙ «Ai 
AtWATS* AfFROACHSD, THS OUffTlOH OF THE ! 
LAJJB.«N,YHE HER|JI'AND WE, TRUST ТЙЕ YUK

.••I WOULD LIKE,TO,TAKE,THIS OPPORTUNITY . 
OF. THE IHW IALÍIIT OHO. HAW. SUFFERED OfEfcf

, THAT. TOOK ÃWAY THEIR LIVELIHOOD# FOR THE 
TUKON'TO CORREÇT, THE, SITUATION* IN PARTI*

, THE. EFFORTS OF HR* CHRIS PEARSON# YUKON 
HI* MAR* HOFFMAN# CHIEF OF ENFORCEMENT INY

HOWEVER# MR RADDI CAVTIONED, THE YUKON#, "  I 'C  
, OUDDEN CHANGES OF HEART* , ТЙЕ PROMISED CHSl 
ORPIN*MCE#. WHICH HAVE SEEN MADE VOLUNTARILY 
ОГ OUR HISTORIC RIGHT*. THAT ARE, TO BE pU/**4 
HIOHTS.SETTLEMENT. . THESE RIOHTSHAVE AL! 
AGREEMENT. IN PRINCIPLE AND, THE YUKON GOVEI 
RECOOWIZED,THE.FAIRNESS OF, THESE RIGHTS Wl
away m it  Tear, v

«HOWEVER# I, SUSPECT THE YUKON GOVERNMENT 
CONCESSIONS. IN EXCHANGE FROM CfPE IN.TERf 
AOREEMINT IN, PRINCIPLE*. IN PARTICULAR# ,1 

. REpUOE, THE. OTHER INUVIALÜIT HUNTING RIOH) 
IMPORTANT LAND AND WILDLIFE PROTECTIONS. PR* 
MTIONAL'WILDERNESS AREA ON, THE"NORTH, SLOP 

, THAT, THE INUyIALWIT ARE NOT. PREPARED, TO C 
. THE;PROTECTIONS on;THE NORTH, SLOPE SkTOND 
AGREEMENT, SIGNED WITH CANADA?V

* 3° ’:
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