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NATIVE COUNCIL OF. CANADA PRESIDENT SLAMS BILL C-48

(YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T., FEBRUARY 24, 1981)~-- THE
PRESIDENT OF THE NATIVE COUNCIL OF CANADA, HARRY W. DANIELS,
‘CALLS THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S BILL C-48 A GROSS ACT OF
NEGLECT AND ALIENATION,

The passage of Bill C-48 will sound the death

knell for the aboriginal people of the Northwest Territories
and Yukon.

T £t 4 oy :
The massive land grab and alJ.enatipn oft e Nat:.ve

people from their lipd whlch has been incomplete, would now

be assured by the double deallng politics of Ottawa. On

the one h2nd they are deeply involved in land claims negotla-
tions with the aboriginal peoples of the Northwest Territories
and Yukon, while on the other hand, in the most ;;éldégaé/
manner, they are attemptlng Eofram through @ plece of legisla~
,tlo which would forever close any doors that might lead to

a {ist and p031t§ve éééolutlon of the aboriginal titl sue,
,;The Native people, deallng in good faith, are being’ stabﬁ dj'-'
in-the-Back by federal politicians and bureaucrats.
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The passage of Bill C-48 can bo interpreted

only as an attempt to further'érode and abroqateﬂabdriginai
and treaty rights. The recent recdgnition and arfirmutiun
of aboriginal rights in The Canada Act 1981, by the Special
Joint Committee on the Constitution, would be- a shaliow '
'attempt to fecognize rignte‘that could be so indifferently
takeneay?y yy anotner act of Parliament. Careful scrutiny
and déund judgement must be evercised to ensure that we are
not adopting the~Machevellxan principle "that the end
justifies the means”.
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Is Canada so morally bankrupt that an inspired

moment in}?istory could be destroyed with caiious disregard

for the aspf ations of Canada's first citizens?

L
L

, At the board of directors'’ meeting of the%Native

. Council of Canada held in Yellowknife in February 21-22, 1981,
a motion was unanimously passed to support the position of
‘the Native people of the Northwest Territories and Yukon and

that of the Government of the Northwest Territories.

This most recent threat to aboriginal rights in -
' the Northwest Territories and Yukon causes great concern to
the rest of the Native community in Canada. As in the case
- of the James Bay Agreement, the Native peoplee{lnvalved in
land claims negotiations are dealing with the -axe of industrial

development and energy and resource exploitation hanging
over their head. We will not stand idly by while measures
are being taken that endanger our future existence as a
people. You can rest assured that the Native Council of
Canada and its member organizations will become actively
involved to bring about the downfall of this piece of
legislation.




Solutions to the situation should be looked at
from a northern point of view. It is obvious that Bill Cc-48
-has not received northern input with regard to land téﬁ%&b‘

[

and resource‘ownership.. This would ensure that the interests
of. all northerners would be fairly represented and protected.
Top- priority must be given to the outstanéing aboriginal ,
. rights negotiations now underway with the Council of Yukon
‘Indians in Yukon, COPF, Nunavut and’the Dene and Metis of

“1J‘the Mackenz1e Valley before passage of Bill C-48.
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