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P R E S S  R E L E A S E

NATIVE COUNCIL OF. CANADA PRESIDENT. SLAMS BILL C-48

(YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T., FEBRUARY 24, 1981)—  THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE NATIVE COUNCIL OF CANADA, HARRY W. DANIELS, 
CALLS THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S BILL C-48 A GROSS ACT OF 
NEGLECT AND ALIENATION.

The passage of Bill c-48 will sound the death 
knell for the aboriginal people of the Northwest Territories 
and Yukon.

e NativeThe massive land grab and alienatipn _of̂  
people from their lapd^ich has been incomplete, would now 
be assured by the 'double dealing politics of Ottawa. On 
the one h?.nd they are deeply involved in land claims negotia­
tions with the aboriginal peoples of the Northwest Territories
and Yukon, while on the other hand,^in the most ̂ î d í o u ^  
manner, they are attempting to /ram throughpiece of legisla- 
tio^ which would^foreve^r. close ̂ any doors tliat 'might lead to 
a just and positive resolution of the aboriginal title j^sue.

;The Native people, dealing in good faith, are being stabbed ' ^  
in—the-back by federal politicians and bureaucrats.
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The passage of Bill C-48 can bo interpreted.j4\ /» У £*•’ <-**'/> <../. - ,/■only as an attempt to further erode and abrogate aboriginal
and treaty rights. The recent recognition and affirmation 
of aboriginal rights in The Canada Act 1981, by the Special 
Joint Committee op the Constitution, would be a shallow
attempt to Recognize rights that could be so indifferently

another act of Parliament. Careful scrutinytaken away by
Q  / ♦ ’ « V  V  f a t .  U  ,  . i' < W  . i  ' ' ,  1and sound judgement must be exercised to ensure that we are

not adopting the -Macheve 1-lian principle "that the end
justifies the means".

.. '• .. . .. ( , . /. , b. /:.< - -v :< •..» ' ■' ч'
Is Canada so morally bankrupt that an inspired 

moment in^history could be destroyed with caílops disregard 
for the aspirations of Canada’s first citizens?

At the board of directors’ meeting of the Native 
Council of Canada held in Yellowknife in February 21-22, 1981, 
a motion was unanimously passed to support the position of 
the Native people of the Northwest Territories and Yukon and 
that of the Government of the Northwest Territories.

This most recent threat to aboriginal rights in 
the Northwest Territories and Yukon causes great concern to 
the rest of the Native community in Canada. As in the case 
of the Jaimes Bay Agreement, the Native peoples^involved in
land claims negotiations are dealing with the axe of industrial 
development and energy and resource exploitation hanging 
over their head. We will not stand idly by while measures 
are being taken that endanger our future existence as a 
people. You can rest assured that the Native Council of 
Canada and its member organizations will become actively 
involved to bring about the downfall of this piece of 
legislation.
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solutions to the situation should be looked at 
from a northern point of view. It is obvious that Bill c-48 
has not received northern input with regard to land tenure 
and resource ownership, This would ensure that the interests 
of all'northerners would be fairly represented, and protected.i-'t '• ' * T ' r t. f ‘ ... **•; ,■Top priority must be given to the outstanding aboriginal 
rights negotiations now underway with the Council of Yukon 
Indians in Yukon, COPE, Nunavut and the Dene and Metis of 
the Mackenzie Valley before passage of Bill C-48.
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DSL1

V -jaK TH * Dc bflLM ^C <PL^bfc4c bflLr^ ^<TC C 

_ < P 5 ^ by b LrLb S<r<a^ P  C-48

(b'jo.A< , í o . ' r ' f ,  A X ÍI  2 4 , 1981 V" j< IlJaTc Dc bDLP*' <̂PTa ,oc

H a rry  W. D a n ié ls , ><Ьс><ь><ь bo_c>< t< L b d'PC L e lb Sc-<flH, C -48  Дь л ^ сп<1- 
*ТГ<Я < 4 _j  ДсДааО<]'Ь.

Йга L<rLb Sc^flW ^b C-48 ibe-oà’JaTc Dc A’dL>,Ta'<rb ЛПС ГЫао.Д*- с ссП1 сг<<:ь5^,: Lc 
CLb djj'L Г > /  < l Lj  <5&аГ>.ос .

CLaa -оаГь LQ' сг'Гс V  jâ 'J a 'Гс Эс ЛаГас A3o-b PLaTb Ь^<1Ч_С , rJ<rt 'T-

L(Tl jD b АГ<РПГcr̂ dc-' L* ^b KLc-rir^h dc <С^Г. <C>c nb dt j  AcC^bO1-Lflb рПь 

■оа^Яг1̂  er>< Гь <РИЛ1* Lг*<' о-< Jc Ла с РО' Г>«гь A,WTbcirJb рПь -IlÊ* П><гь j ,  <L L j -  

O w > Ar^q^D1-L iU rJb рПь , Lc-tcrC^r1̂  LC <FbP J O L ^ O n *  .oaVODbA* < ^ Г < г а 1 ^ ь-  

С'Га 0-ь . Cb d< V j Í T T ' D '  <b>^b dc <'P'bni'LrJ<qJ<nt  Jpc , sbj ^ b dc Ле-П<ГЫ>аУ- 
V C 'L C  baC>< L<Lbd'ra^c .

CL0, a ^ P ‘ C>‘ <c Aqdfc-b Sft C -48 D P 4 W > ib ^ i (bC>aS! сг'Га ,0e Д̂ ьрсС 

0! '̂ГС . llaaPj>c.>'bD,:b Дс-М1^1>Р|_о-'Гс ^ a V D D W  <Wa 'Га о-а^'Гс ЬаС>< D 'V A lo -  

(Lc-L4 )̂<'Ьа ас 1 9 8 1 ) Сь d.o'1 bnL>qc'JbAaa,:bDc D^lAerOo-'J c , ^ уп Г И ^  £ а'Ги1_с 

CLb d< <^aTs’ 'dnrb’fl<,;b4j}<]<:bC>c <Pa 'J,:bC>^aa,:b<C <0<^Г bDLr"» ^<b dTa j>c Lc-Lc->- 

?C>oDb . <;b>r‘Sc n<a<<;b,;b>Jc APL11 fK íK lV ’pCJ> CLb d« <Ы>'ГС Db dc ЛГ<РС1>^С 
W L S ^ J ^  JC ЛГ<ЧЛ1ПГП<ЯЛс Гис .

baC CL и ьЭГь , C L^ 'r DP-j á c Рс-Ь <c CLb d< V  _эа\Г'Гс Эс Р>с с -^ О П О *'^ а'Гес ’
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ьпьпсоГс <rw4nw>-dc лс ̂  í p p c ' j - j  Ьа.сг ьга>гмхс
^ а А Г  А Х П  21-22-_1с , 1 9 81 -\J rr oJ , ЛГ<<:ьПс Пс.><;ь>с < r a > b j< r j л ь ^ ь-  

P^O 'd1- оГс V  já 'JaT c Dc Лас2 < Т  ] t a r j  K L b d'f'c _э Ч)лА JL<rH'4 лс

CLDL П  * V  .

CLao. > jQ < I'^ ? C > c .> V L ^ b llaaPj.c.>íb^ b í a V bD D V /  .оасР « 'Г  <LLo 4î&- 

о-Го ArJlljJnrb>'>c><:b><;b V- jâ 'J a»Ге ЭН*..ос ЪаСГ. ^ДГ4 Л г>с <m>rWb&c.>' «r- 

Т СПЭС , CLb d< 'bb jâ 'J ‘ Tc Dc Ac>o-H'c О'ГЬШ'Lr’<ç o-*1 Jc >(Ы >Л'ЬПС>' LC Ac-fl* A- 

r c ' P a A ^ j  ^ L 4 n bS<rb > jQOP» nct>' LC . ^ ьЬ'ЬЭДаа^<1а To Jc Р Р ЬПС PWa а<ьЭс

P>abSc nft<rb S<bP<<c-c-<o-<]<bnt j Pc A^dlT Па _ос . ‘bÊ’r-L0 П<ГУ<Ц r' í k J< A1* Pc-* o' / j  

A^Pc ' ^ j )  bnLr‘ Pt'>'dc ЬаСГ <L Lo <Р'ГС ЬЭ^'ЬШ4  Ас>ПС>ьс.Г1’ tX * LC CLa a 

L<rl*b лРЬ'ьПС>1Р<* o-'Uc .

CLao. <1!ЬРь С И 1а ' Л  >Р>*ьС'ьЭГ>.ос ArJLP!?’>jcr ' b O r ^ O r ^ ^ . CLaa A*d!P> S(b 

C-4 8  Дс->ПС rV L aTL Lc >Р>*ЬС*ЬЭГ1>С A JL^ra o-b . 'bOr^LoP^ C -4 8 -J c Дс>ПС>Р- 

L'Pa L LC >Р>*ЬС*ЬЭП>С A ^ n r ^ jJ  х>аГь <Э*<г<Гь a ' Го-V  <r< P  o лаУП>с a1 Г<гПИ>- 

o-'Pa J3C . CAL <ы>?>ас P « q ^ b>'b >P>,;bC<bDn>cL,.c A^L!PPC Pb 1*Э *С >С Г К Ч ^  LC 

S>b^>c n<! j n l j .  P>t c,;b<t>nC>LLaP<Pbc;^  Lc ла'Ь<ьЭЭ'ЬДс .oaC^r1̂  O-4 J c <F>PbPULiPrc 

l> a  « 'P W lr ^ P C X ' 4 íU r  A^?êc AJL^TC , A.oA^j A'-j , л>а>ьл , <L Lo 

A*bPcc AtbPe-4 eAt j  Cllo Lba^ <5сГ CLa a A*d^b S*b C-48 Lc-La 'Jc>a’Pa<r4or.
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