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1. The Government of the Northwest Territories supports the development 

of commercial agriculture In the North for the economic and social 
benefit of Northern residents.

Emphasis is placed on the kind of agriculture that would yield 

the greatest benefit to Northern residents. It was felt that 

the Government should, under an agricultural policy, focus Its 

support on commercial agriculture - In other words, farming 

for the traditional purpose of making a living. Other measures, 

such as the Market Gardening Policy, are already available to 

assist persons seeking to pursue part-time or hobby farming.

Homesteading is a method of land development under which government 

sets aside areas of land for settlement. Persons are then free 

to enter, claim and develop these unoccupied lands. Homesteading 

was originally used by the Federal Government to encourage large- 

scale immigration to Western Canada. It is not considered 

appropriate for the present conditions of the Northwest Territories.

3. The Government of the Northwest Territories will be responsible for 

the selection of land for agriculture.

Public control of land selection is essential, in view of outstanding 

native land claims. It is also desirable to prevent scattered and 

unplanned land development which could eventually produce major 

infrastructure costs to the Government.

Present demand for agricultural lands is centered on the Hay River 

Corridor; the Slave River Lowlands; the Mackenzie River Valley between 

Fort Providence and Fort Simpson; and the Liard Valley.
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*»• In order to maximize benefits to Northern residents, land 
will:

selection

be based on a process of full public consultation

Public consultation would Include community meetings, and submissions 

to the Government from all interested Northern groups, associations, 

and individuals.

not prejudice native land claims

Incidentally, the Federal Office of Native Claims has advised this 

Government of its Intention to review every G.N.W.T. application 

for transfer of Federal land for agricultural use.

minimize demand for public funds.

Approval of the agricultural policy principles will lead to the 

development of a policy proposal, which will outline specific 

land selection criteria to encourage agricultural land development 

close to existing infrastructure (for example, roads and power lines).

5. All initial dispositions of land for agricultural use will be made on 

a leasehold basis.

In addition to safeguarding public control of land development in the 

Northwest Territories, this provision would afford both the 

Government, and the person starting a commercial farm, a period 

of time to ascertain whether the enterprise would be successful 

in the long term.



6. Public funds required to make agricultural lands available will be 

recoverable, amortized over a reasonable period. The agricultural 

operator will be responsible for his own municipal'type services.

Page 3

Under this principle, costs of land surveys, access roads, and power 

could qualify for public funding assistance on a cost-recoverable 

basis. Costs of municipal-type services, Including water and 

sanitation, site development, and road maintenance, would not.

Tentative cost estimates, based on experience In the Hay River 

Corridor, place costs of basic land surveys at $2,500 - $3,000 per 

farm operation, and costs for construction of farm access roads 

at $70,000 per kilometre.

7. Economically viable commercial farming proposals will be eligible

for assistance under Government of the Northwest Territories business- 

assistance programs.

Commercial farming proposals with economic viability would be eligible 

for funding assistance under G.N.W.T. business-assistance programs.

The Department of Economic Development and Tourism currently defines 

an economically viable commercial farm operation as one which covers 

all fixed and variable operating costs, including depreciation (capital 

cost allowance) with a return to the operator.

In view of the present financial constraints facing our Government, 

new money would not be made available expressly for commercial farming 

proposals. Such proposals would be required to compete with other 

kinds of business proposals for existing business-assistance funding.
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Hon. Donald Stewart
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly

BEi AGRICULTURAL USE OF LAND IN THE HAY RIVER AREA
Further to our brief discussion yesterday, the following 
points summarize the information we were able to obtain from 
various officials of the federal and territorial governments.
We contacted Ian Johnson, GNWT ED&T; Floyd Adlem, DIAND 
Lands; Gary Vanderhaden, GNWT MACA, among others. None of 
our contacts knew of any negotiations or discussions at the 
present time to make additional land available (lease or 
purchase) for agriculture prior to the conclusion of the 
land claims process. The settlement of land claims 
continues to take precedence over land leases and sales in 
the policies of both governments.
As far as the Hay River/Enterprise corridor is concerned, we 
were told that this parcel was set aside by the Commissioner 
under the provisions of the Area Development Act. This 
designation does not allow the GNWT to dispose of the land, 
but rather, set conditions on its use and development. I'm 
still waiting to see if an actual block land transfer has 
been done but it would appear unlikely.
Regarding the use of land within the Hay River / Enterprise 
corridor, I have been advised that there is a (so-called) 
Market Garden Policy that allows people lease small parcels 
of land (eg. Paradise Gardens) to grow vegetables for 
market. I am still trying to obtain a copy of the policy 
(it isn t an official policy of the GNWT) and will forward anything I receive on to you.
The Hay River / Enterprise Corridor Association is part of 
the Regional Council, and apparently has been lobbying for 
some time for larger parcels of land that would allow more 
intensive use of land (ie. crops and cattle). To date they 
have been unsuccessful, the policies of both federal and 
territorial governments on the priority of land claims being the major stumbling block.
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We also managed to find out as a result of our questions 
that OPCO, a holding company of the Hay River Band, Vi Hard 
Egg production, and another unnamed company are currently 
trying to establish an agricultural business based on non­
land intensive activities such as turkey, egg, and dairy production.
Please find attached a document entitled, “Principles for 
the Development of an Agricultural Policy", a paper brought 
into the House by George Braden as TD 32-60(1), TD 11-61(1), 
and Sessional Paper 1-61(2). The paper was debated in the 
Hay River Session in May 1901. There were no motions 
passed, and many MLAs suggested that land claims should be 
resolved before an agricultural policy was adopted. Heeding 
such advice, Mr. Butters commented:

...as mover of the motion of support for principle one,
I would suggest that the government withdraw that, take 
the guidance and direction that we have received from 
the House during the committee of the whole debate, and 
at a proper time or a more appropriate time bring back 
those principles for reconsideration and discussion, 
and that in the interim we would look at the particular 
situation in which a few local agriculturalists may find themselves...p.Ill
...the suggestion from Members on the other side was 
that the development of a policy at this time was 
presumptuous, and until the land claim matters had been 
resolved, the development of a policy should be 
shelved. The policy cannot be implemented so that it 
would be better to see what occurs as a result of the 
land claims negotiations before a policy is developed. 
There may be additional principles as a result of those discussions...p.112

My reading of these sections leads me to believe that a 
comprehensive agricultural policy is indeed deferred by 
pending land claims, but that there still is room to 
manoeuvre for special cases. However, as you pointed out, 
Mr. McBrian is on land outside of the corridor, and the real 
authority over the matter of additional land rests with the federal government.
I will send additional information as it is received.

Kevin O'Keefe 
Research Officer
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1 . лас rAF l<Lk JVC Ab<d<VA>c <1*Рк <г>?Пк S>jTlk AP* Р<а-к

<г<Р̂ <гк >Р>ЛСЛЭГ CLk d<1 A W *C H *a V  лГс <r'J* .э A ÍC POVlf» «r« J* j
■оо.<У<Г>САс .

<* r fV lW < * > J c A P W ^ ^ J '  A b-inV P^ K b^ D n лolc г><П>с*|1лс . Ar*Le.- 

> *> J*.9 Ck d« л е Р<< K L k dV* , <D« j,n k «Э «1«Гк , Д Ь ^ Р Ч У л Г *  

<r>?n‘ S>a^D<r‘  A ?Ckf^<c>íkD V L b <c Cll<r лас г><Г -  A L * a , Л Р*гЧ с O  <r' J c 

«r^Sa^ ДсУгО'ЬП 4Э'.эП к <^Lj  Ала^<РПГ j J . <*• L j  <3P4JC <0« j>nk r*« j>
« 3 < l*  A ^ a ftn V P L ^ a  Pk dDA‘ a.< o-k ЛРЛПС P jO k о-Ч* S<rk <г>?Пк W j f 6 , 

C L *a  <3<Lft <r»pk C t> f'V Lc-*^  CLk d j'l Pk dDA*a<Joc A P ^ ^ J L -d ^  o-T* S«rk 

A^baAJ^fl* сГИР* bj«< oJ УА^ПГЭД**».' j J  .

2. Pk.dDA*a.Ac A?»«*bc CPL^e o-'f* So-fc лаР  ЛСЬ%ПС>о-<^>с . лаьс.ак SQJLj J 
AC?L<dc A?V< A M cC< j Jj CL*a ACVkDC>c î'C* Dík.

СДс л^<г l< L k de Э<гг-'<с.>< L C  л а Г к Pk dDA *a, i>c AP**^*c<ne P'd*aa <C Pk d 3 A * a -  

Ac . C L ‘ a  T O V C t W L V  baC>< L<Lk dV*jBe П ^ С М 1 ^  Pk dDA‘ a A c 

л а С ^ > <оПь AP,k<c-c-<nc ^ k Sflb '>JL< J»nk baC>< Хс-о-Чл6 . C L * a  <Jb>VW>«**<î- 

* > *  л а с ^  <Ь>Т*<гЧ,.ос l l* a > ^ » .

3 . лас Р<< L<Lk d ^  «гР«»ПМ>с C4b-»>c Pk dDA*aAc A P ^  Ak S4<rk лаГк Clio- 
л а с Р « Г

ло.с^<< K L h d ^  <r?«VC rt«Vk>c ас «г<к лаАс AP*i>« A>«d* 4V  CÍKP ST* j>c , 
лаСЧг1̂  «■>< Гк,:>лс ^P^D c-V T* j J . <l Lj  l< L k dc S ^ J L ^ f P  <PPk ^ '" O P -  
L1Tc Dh dc аГЭД* a.** joa.rk ЛР%<Ь c->< А>ЧМ'С г*Пь f a > W j < r ^ ' «гЪс 
CLk d< л а ^ кЭс AJLcSbDA(T>k <C f * j r ‘ (rl j  ALH4* j>c j  V A T ‘ / j  0 * 3 *  S<rk 
<1l Lj  r 'P P T 1 /  Ac*o-<'Ak So-k <l Lj  <РТ*СГЬ M C 1/  0 * C W C T W « r k .

ll*a > ^ k лаГк AJL^AC A P ^  A X k S>o-<P jfV Н«ДП>П>С Гк ô- A J L ^ Í j^ L C ;  
Cllo-j V yvrc ior'lo- S la v e  R iv er-> <  « l Lj> Clio- L b 'V ^  <îlc.4.o-j> X e 

>áiAC*4 ><j  X e SLS>< j» <d*o-'L«r; <l Lj  Cllo- c í l ' - W C N r .
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A. C Lk d« лав1̂ <1">в Ab-d^V^Cfr®^ o^SO Vor®  , л а Гк <rP<3PC>«<î® AL*o.Ac’U r-
«*>® î

-  Pk d3A*aA® 3S>LDC>® r*<* jn k <Anyt>PL® j>nk

AL* a  DSOLHO® r><P o-<Fb>® , b O LD C X 1 _эПь лас*1 <гП>® , < 4 _j  Эк РЯ>П- 

VO® > Л П П а ‘ W C ^ n *  ia V < <  K L b dY***® bD ^Vtf® , ><J>*à® 

Pk dDA*aA® C A L*a AP^PL^nVO® .

- <рдцзцс>ус jnfc jg.éq^o-» ■

C A Lc b a O *  l< L k d4**o- лаСЧг1̂  <т* J c Ac-0H>«d® > W L c -*> c 

l< L k dY4**® St^ V c-x^  a-Ç'Vn* л ас P<< l< L k dY*® C .ob iTdr-'L^’T*o-b ла<гь 

baC>< l< L b dV* <rc x>ac r><< L< Lb dY'**® <Э<ьЭк S><r<J® jf1k APV®  A><r® J® 
o-Y» S«rk .

-  -oa® P<< L<Lk dY4® O j <F rr<W c rT® Êa>b-o-k

<Y*eO d V k<® «Э«1Ь S %C® <r® J® AP,kP< Ak SA® r k ĵ>® CALc- А Р ^ *  с-<П® P<r>< 

r h,vø® <D«r'd^>-dk S<rb <l%PkVr<Pb<bD%®;b-® L® , ><b>P%®îb'<k>i- j  J0O.A® о-РЗ^С- 

>Л_оТ*.о® O c W o - r / j  A?̂ < AVd^>-d® 0-4* Sc>^>0-® J® Cll«r «^díV-j
I>L® 'díY’ j  <Ь<гГИ,*<г.

5 . C Lk d< лаД® <IikPk C>PL^® . r P ^ O ^ c  A ? V < A X k S> jD k Э<гИ>Ъ® C® o -^ ®  

O ^ ^ C b f f  ( <Pc-<ĩb® C ^ n O jfy  jg P  <D«Qc ) .

S ^ L r 1̂  J(TJ л а Р  Cllo- л а с Р < Г , O  a.k P L W < r < tt> J c K L k J< j C ,

<Jl L j  РаЭД*а<ь A?<k̂ > J L - d <k a-Y* S«rk S>?*H>a<<b><b AL*a. t>b ЗПЪ* j<r <Ы>г̂ Г<1- 

4 J<r CL* a A ? V <  АГМ , J,a çbI>^S<: J(T>< APV® P<PaQ.® L'L' Г><^® <b>a<® о-Н.лс -  
j*£® ^ S ftnc>j<r.
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6. CLk d<J Pa>b-C <Э№СС- l< Lk d*j>c A P ^ A fcC ? L ^ c «Рс^г^ОГЗЪс.*-эПк 
<PckSA5r«jnfc <Jd<r A t ' / P í ' .  Pr̂ <Jcr £*a PaDA*a* CAL*a.AeDP

ласг' <г 0 *C > < * Эс ( f ^ jr *  SAC AL< J c , V  A% J ' j  ^áh étjf- j  )

^ ■ jü P g *  A C b P j i r P L J y  а * Г < гц  ____________ .

л>а t>k D*C>o-W , O ^ d ^ n O a r ^ j ,  <*-Lo l>L«inVknCI>(r’r*i>* j  Ab^C>- 
^ a«<r<»>e AcTcn je l< Lk d‘ j e >n^nC>r<Pb^<r  ̂^П- £<r'-Pt
Pal) A* a.* Jc . лас» «г О лС Х к Э<гк ACV <г<Рсг j  AL*aï
A LV H V  cr<bo-, <d< Ac-rwnv <T<P«r, <РРк b*<r« «r<3?o-j .о<*.ГИ"or" ,

L j  <ttdlTd£ S j l L * S * O V  C* o*<<k<c A1 Г<гк PP<<r « P c ! * « » * > * .

A r*LrjJ H<3Af\>r CALAC OVO.i>c < 0 * 0 ^  AL*aAc4>c L na ^D4*Ct>(rljec
$2,500ГС $3,000JC «CIV* J c A P^^ A'J6 о-'РсЛ , «‘•L j  «^ П с>?Лс 

O->4, лаГ! ^ J C $70,000 <C>P«JC P afD J'.

7. CLkd« Ёа>^с>сР«Р*оДглГЬ->«е A b ^ O ^ a ' c ^ *  K L k dV*.oc РаМгГУе

Эк r-SOP dc a 1 Го-ц Лс-fl* Ak S^ C P P  3 e оПк___________________________________________________

C Lk d< Ё а ^ с ^ о Л г Т Ь ^  AP^< Ak ü b ^ C N ^ V O c ^ /  ла.с̂<<
L<Lk d1T*.oc аЛ Г y *  AcOAk er>< r k ^ c 0 * 3 ^  Ak j P  . C? d« A<bc-<Wcfl>k dc 

^Ч^Эс-П^ d* j  AL* a  Ar1L V b>c P  ĵ>c 0 РЪ^П' jf lk ,

C Lk d< Ar><aV,< АГЬ'>о-<<:ьОс <>cc <dflb S P  jdc f a W d ^ C ,  Pa>^o-k o S< <A PLjO k 

Ak j '  4 < c> P n ?j!rb S«rk >* < j*  «rc «РЗ^По-к «г>?С>^П>^к S«rk <P- L j  <r<h d*bP* a* jot 

Pa>!̂ o-k < D lk Sr«rk .

11*0.0^ лас Р<< 1<L‘ dTc Pa>^dnVP<T*<r,T*<r, Pa>^k S<rk A'd* а<ьПс r'a>1T< >c 

<D<bDk S«rk A ? V < Ac-flr^ S.oc . PrJ<a- A ^ *aL L fl1 <г’Г* лс L e 1 jO k Эо-г^* a V  Ccib',;b>c 

Pa>^«rk r«j> L r b j>nb a 1 Го-'к ЛсП< Ab C ?L ^ c W b Л Г«С rAPITb?* оЛ «rfl<b CT* «rb .
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