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BOARD MEMBERSHIP

APPOINTED MEMBERS:

Gondon R. Canten (Yellowknife), Chairman

J. Heath {Inuvik), Vice-Chairman

Bewlah Phillpot (YVelLlowknife), Membexr

STAFF:

D.S. Thomson, Executive - Secretary

K.L. Gnreen, Regulatorny CLerk

CONSULTANT :

W.G. Stephen

LEGAL COUNSEL:

J.G. Gitmoun




SCOPE

The Public Utilities Board is empowered pursuant to the Public
Utilities Ondinance. 1ts pnime objectives are;

1.

to ensure that public utilities in the Nonthwesit
Tervitories operate under the authonity of the Ondinance;
to neview applications fon nate nevision, analyse and
hold public hearings nefating to the nate structwre of the
utility;

to 4investigate, have hearings and adjudicate on any
franchise agnreement that is nenewed, altenred on
established;

to investigate and have heanings on complaints nelating
to public utilities;

to dnvestigate any matten with neference to thansmission
and production of efectricity or natural gas;

to provide the Commissionen with information on nelated
mattens at his nequest.

Within Zhe temnms of its mandate, the Board presently regulates
three utility companies;

Albenta Powen Limited

Head office: Edmonton, Alberta

1.C.G. Utilities (Plains-Westemn) Ltd.

Head of4ice: Leduc, Albenta

Nonthean Canada Power Commiss.ion
Head office: Edmonton, Alberta




BUDGET

The Board functions on a combined (Public Utilities/Highway
Thanspont) budget of $78,000.00 of which is taken;

Thavel and Thanspontation,
Freight and Communication,
Matenials and Supplies,
Contract Services,
Honorarniums and Pen Diems,
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The above does not neffect a salary total fon the two public
servants heporting to the Board.

WORK CONDUCTED DURING 1980

In conducting itself on nate applications, public complaints,
or franchise applications, the Board has tried to emit an attitude of
Ampartiality in hearing and dealing with mattens befone it. This,
over the past year has been found to be a hard noad to follow when the
Board 48 empowered during such hearings to consider all facts as in its
opinion are nelevant.

The publicity of Board hearings specifically in hefenence to the
Noathean Canada Powen Commission has found the Board must in ith
quasijudicial nole, maintain objectiveness when knowing through the vehicle
of Ats decisions it can influence futwre policy of a specific wtility
on government. The Board, although entitled to express its concerns,
has always and will continue not to appear as eithen having pne-judged
a nate application on imply itself to hold an adversary nole.
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N.C.P.C. is created by an Act of +*he Partiament 04 Canada.
This act nequines N.C.P.C. to generate as much nevenue as it has
expendes. In negulating N.C.P.C. the Board finds no "basic
contradiction" as no hesponsible Board could ever orden a wtility
fo earn Less nevenue than expenses. The Board may disagree with
N.C.P.C. as with any other utility as to what are fustifiable
expendes and how they should be aflocated.

In any rate apptication there are two distinet decisions that have
2o be made by the Board. The finst is what the financial requirements
of the utility are (4.e.: how much revenue do they need). The decision
on this invofves an evaluation of complex accounting procedures and
can only be done by pensons expert in the utility §ield. The second
decisdion is how this nevenue &5 to be naised, in othen wohds, what
the specific nate groups and rate zones should contnibute towards the
hevenue nrequirements.

Tn evaluating the structune of the rate, stnong public Lnput 4s
needed 4if Local conceans are to be considened in the Board's final
decisdion. To date public participation befonre the Board has been
Limited. The neason fon this is the complex nature o4 nate applications,
and consequently expert help is needed to understand them and question
them,

The Board saw an increase in public awateness of the Boand's
activity over the yearn and as a result can expect more public involve-
ment {n rate application hearings and inquirnies 4in the future. This
well reswlt 4n a more "Nonthern" mesponse to suppliens of electnical
pewen to the Noathwest Teraitonies.

1981

During the coming year, the Beard expects hate hevision application
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from all utilities, a funthen application with nespect to both
franchise agreements at Hay River and Yellowknife and a hrate
nationakization proposal presently being prepared by N.C.P.C.

The Board wiLf also be involved as an intenvenon to court
proceedings underway between N.C.P.C. and its customers (1.C.G.
(PRains-Westenn) Utilities, and Pine Point/Cominco). This will no
doubt bring to Light present junisdictional questions dealing with
the Boands power over a federally regulated utility.

1981 as foreseen by the Board will prove to be both busy and
a yean of furthen develLopment in the ongoing growth of the Boards
expertise in the utilities field and one that will in twwn result 4in
benefits to the electrical powen consumens of the Northwest Tewnitories.
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