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Box 555
PINE POINT, N.W.T.

Dear Mr. McLaughI 1n;

On the f ina l  day of tho Fall  Session of the Assembly In 
Frobi sher Bay, a motion which you Introduced was adopted 
c a l l i n g  upon the Members Se rv ices  Board to look Into 
the question of opening Standing and Special Committee 
meetings to the general publ ic  and to report back to 
the Assemb1 y . .

Thq Members Serv ices Board considered th i s  question at 
meetings held during the Winter Session and f ina l i zed  
I t ' s  conclusions  when it met on* Apr!I 14. in summary, 
the Board has concluded that Standing and Special Committee 
meetings should not be opened up to the general publ ic.
The reasons for th i s  conclusion and certa in  measures to 
better inform the publ ic of the a c t i v i t i e s  of Standing 
and Special Committees and to e s tab l i sh  better communications 
between Committees and the general publ ic are set out 
in the attached statement approved by the Board.

You may wish to table the attached•statement during the 
forthcoming session at Hay River for the information of 
other Members.

You r s  s i n c e r e l y ,  V.
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At Frobisher Boy the Legislative Assembly adopted a motion calling upon 
the Members Services board to investigate the possibility of openihg 
Standing and Special Committee meetings to the general public.

The Members Services Board has considered this matter and *has concluded 
that the present practice whereby such meetings are not open to the 
general public should be continued.

In reaching this decision the Members Services Board identified a number 
of serious implications that would probably result from open Committee 
meetings. The most significant of these are:-

1) The Executive, senior departmental officials and officials 
of native organizations could not be expected to provide 
to open meetings the same confidential information that 
they are now prepared to provide to closed meetings of 
committees.

2) I t  is unlikely that the administration would be prepared
to refer legislation and estimates to open committee meetings 
prior to their introduction into the Assembly as is now done.
I t  is not unreasonable, the Board felt, to.expect that i f  
committee meetings were made open to the public legislation 

i and estimates would‘then not likely be referred to committees
; until after introduction into the Assembly.

3) To ensure the provision of an accurate record of committee 
meetings verbatim recording would be essential, llithout it 
the record of the proceedings of a committee could be subject 
to challenge by the public, committee members, the Media, etc...

4) A number of consequential results could also occur including:-

a) a general slowing down of the leg islative  process 
resulting from consideration of estimates and 
legislation by committees after the commencement

• of a session;

b) increased operating costs because of the need to
employ additiono 1 staff to oreduce a verbatim record, 
to preyid'> ed'b'cvs a: d interpretation systems. .,11 , , , . I . . . *l ini eu I „ U I LiM'
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the*Mcinbcr$ Servi c os Hoard concluded that certa in  steps could he 
taken by ind iv idua l commit tees to ensure greater publ ic  awareness 
of committee a c t i v i t i e s  by:~

a) d i s t r i b u t in g  more widely throughout the T e r r i t o r i e s  
comini ttec reports tabled in  the Assembly; and

b) i n v i t i n g  spec i f i c  groups or in d iv id u a l s  to appear 
before committees on matters l i k e l y  to be o f  
p a r t i c u la r  i n te re s t  to them.

The Board also  wished to remind ML As that in accordance with 
the Rules of the Assembly MI.As who are not^members of a 
pa r t i cu la r  committee may attend meetings of that Committee.

In conclusion the Board agi reed that Commi ttee Chai rmen should 
maintain good press re lat ions  keeping the media genera l l y  
informed of Committee a c t i v i t i e s .

/
But the Board st ressed  that while doing so chairmen must 
recognize that the p r iv i le ge s  of the Assembly e n t i t le  i t  to 
receive a l l  committee reports or extracts thereof p r io r  to 
any publ ic  release.

The Board also recommended that Committee Chairmen persona lly  
attend to media re lat ions  or a s s ign  th i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to a 
s p ec i f i c  committee member.
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