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.t 0/y PRIORITIES 1982/85

Menbers will remember that your Standing Committce reconmcrnded,
and this Housc udopth,thc following prioritics for goverament
action and spending for this current 1981/82 budget.

1. Constitutional Dewclopment (including the Legislative
' Asscmbly). . : .

2. Economic Development (particularly responding to non rencwable
re: surce development). '

3. Norihern resident Employment and Training

4. Language

A. CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Under this priority, the expanded Executive lommittee, <
the expanded Legislature and its much more active Standing
and Special Committees, two field sessions per year, the
Unity Committee recommendations for a western constitutional
and impact of division committee, all were to have bcen
funded. : )

While the dollars-allotted to Constitutional Development

were indeed increased, within the Legislative Assembly and

in specific departments of government such as Local Government,
the Executive Committee reported that additional funds were
being sought under a B-}evel submission.




Unless those additional funds are found the worl, ¢f botl

special committees will be severely curtailed and the

faplemcataition of the Uniis Commiitoe recompendacions wioi

be difficult it wot next to impossible,

Further, it has heen announced hy the Exccutive Committes
that the llouse will debate further Constitutional change

at the Fall Session - recommendations having financial

implications will most likely be adopted.

Recommendation: Your Committee therefore recommends that
Constitutional Development be a priority for 1982-83 .

ECONOM!C DEVELOPMENT (Responding to the Impact of
Resource Development)

Under this priority your Committce had stressed the fact

that during 1981-82 we wished to sce a strengthening of

the N.W.T. Government's ability to respond to the impact of
resource development. We cmphasized that money should be

made available under a Developing Zone Policy to communities
for planning for infrastructure needs, and for the Government
to strengthen its internal resource sector so that it could

. better deal with companies and corporations. In addition,

we stressed the need for a strengithening of the Government's
ability to make representation before regulatory sgencies
such as the EARP, LANCASTER SOUND, NEB, Parliamentary
Committees, etc.

Because it is evident that in some arcas of the N.W.T.,
resource development is expanding, your Committee is
concerned that Territorial Government response to that
expansion must improve.
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continne as o maier priority for L72-83.

EDUCATION

The third priority for 1881-82 acz adepted by the Legisluture
last year was northern resident caployment and training.
Your Committsc, as a wesult of 47 cction during the last
Session, has reworded that priority and pluced it under the
leading of Ecucation., (Members will rcmember that the -
House adopted a motion calling for Education as one of the
priorities fo» government spending during the Budget

Session in Yellowknifte). -

Recommendatign: Your Committee therefcre recommends that
Education be a priority for 1082-83 spending and that the
following arcas he emphasized: Training for employment; .
vocational training in schools; on the job crairing; adult
upgrading;.the need- of the Special Committce on Education.

With respect to Northern resident ecmployment I will make a
comment and recommencation cencerning that following the
recommendations {or priorities on cpending.

.

Under this priority your committce emphasized last year
that it wished to have & 1anguagc policy for the N.W.T.
Government develaped. We also stressed that we felt that

the first step in addressing the whole arca of languages in
the Northwest Territories had to be the Governmments use of
the languages to serve thc public and the Legislative Assenmbly
ond the use of languages as a vehicle for teaching and
training as is now being done in the Department of Education
rather that the cultural aspect or the prescrvation/revival

and/or develeopment of the lunguages.




‘ 1o date o poricy har not been cotablenhed

-A lanpoaee commission to look at 1his dosue vas sbgn 3tod
DUL never impienvnied

-A Denz languages study was compicted and tabled which
addresses the deveclopment and preservation of .the Denec

J.anguages
-A revicew of the Intcerpreter Corp is currently underway

-Work is being done in the TEP program for the tcaching of
school subjects in the Inuktitut language

/ Rccommendation: Your Comnittee therefore recommends that
,/-;3> we call for the development of a language policy concerning
§ languages as a vehicle of government se;vice (interpreter
borp, information to public) and for training/feaching

purposes.

The Standing Committce on Finance is extremely concerned about
the cultural aspect or the preservation/revival and/o% development
"of the languages of the N.W,T.

This Assembly, and Assémbliés before it, have always stated that
the strengthening and further development of the native languages
was a priority however, unless the money is made available to do
just that this Government will merely be paying lip service to
that priority. . . '

Your Committee faced that issue during its last meeting and held
a frank discussicn on whether we could support saying that we
felt lanpuages werc a priority when we knew full well that the
‘money to do what must be done to revive and develon further

many of the languages, and various dislects of those languages,
would not be casily Jfourwd by the Territorial Government.




Aoy ded e ansd o some soabocoaechaaen, el Conitove decidt e

Lrine this serices didows te ye. ationiion with the foll oo

recosarmtivion,

y iiéirfitfdnfion: vour Cormittee therclore secomacnds that moncey.
%? f) for the cultutnl Jevelepment, revivai and preservation of nawv.ve

/// Janguages be found within tie varicus land claims settleiments nad
. thet we as a Lepisiature urgently support the advancement of yei -
frem the Federal Government to the Rative Groups who wish to do
this, '

NOTE: The Terwitorial Government would Eﬁﬂﬁiﬂﬁﬁ to serve the
public in native languages. The Departmoent of nLducation
would continue to develop its native languupe cur? iculun
for the TEP progrem and for the schools and the various
departments would continue to inform the general public
of government services bn the native langunges (radio,
television, film). The Intcrpreter Corp would coatinue
to serve the goverament and legislative Assembly.

CAPITAL PRIORITIES 1982-83 ' .
Members will remexber that your Standing Committee recommended
and this House adopted Communication Systems and Tank larms as
the priorities [or goverament capital spending for the current
1981-82 budget.

e have, after consultation with many MLA's decided to recommend
the folloving cupital priorities for 1982/83.

Pecomacndatior: That the Lepisiative Assembly call for a portion
of capitel to be used lor retrofitiing.
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for hy hoth the gover-aeni and ihe comiinity.

Recreation Facilities

More than one MLA has talked shout the need for good rearcation
fucilities within cach community. Some have meniioned the {act
that having facilities attached to the locul schoel. With =
good school recreational program that was one way of attracting
and keeping young pcople in schoel.

.

Otheres have mentioned that good family type recreation focilitics
such as swimming pools, skating rinks, bowling alleys were
required to keep {omilies "playing" together during the long
winter months.

That concludes our recommendations to the Legislative Assembly

concerning spending priorities for 1982-83.

The Committee does have another recommendation to make concerning
Northern resident employment, northern purchase and northern

business opportunities.

Those three items, northern employment, northern purchase and
northern business opportunities have been a priority of cvery
Legislature and all three| have becn mentioned by the clected
represcntatives in some way or other during every session for as

long as I can research back into our ‘history.

. Yet the statistics are not good enough and perhaps the biggest

offender is our own government.,

The political will to do it is there however “somchow the translating

of that politicail will into positive, and scrious action still

nceds vast improvement.
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public. We feel tic tiwe (o et is now,

Your Committee strongly recommends that this Assembly take a wnuch

firmer stand on these three priorities through the establishuent
of a monitoring system, which would act us a watchdog on industyy
and indecd our own government and which would hear and investigate
gomp]aints surrounding northern resident employment, northern
purchase and northern business opportunitics.

This monitoring system,whcther it be one individual or a team

of individuals in a centralized location or appointed rcgional

bodies/individuals located at the rcgional level would be

established under Jegislation and would have independent powers,

much like the food ﬁrices review bonrd or the anti inflation board,
’ to review industry and government policy and financial books

with respect to legitimate complaints about any « . the three )

priorities. '

We realize that this is a serious recommendation.- We realize,

as well, that it necds to be further debatcd and if passed then
more work must be donc by our elected representatives on the
Executive Committee or by a special committee of the Legislature,
or by your Standing Committee on Finance to develop the concept
more extensively and to consult with the regions on the make up
of the monitoring system itself, =~ .

There-were three principles that we agréed were most important.

1. That the monitoring system not be the governiment or a c¢ivil
servant.

.

2. That the monitering system be established under legislatio:n.
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then must be disenssed §s the vechanisn (noaitoring systen] i
The Commitice, to help Jiscusszion along, puscs the following
questions: '

1. Should the monitorinp system be cemposcd of an individual

similar to an Ombudsman?

2. If sc, should we have onc centralized Onbudsman or chould we
’ appoint regional ombudsmen?

OR

3. Should we create a board similar to the labour standards
board, to act as the monitor?

4. 1If so, shouldjt be a centralized board with rcgional
M \
represcntation similar to our current board?

OR

5. Should boards be appointed on a regional bhasis with strict

regional membership? .

Beforc the Committee presents a full motion on the make up of

the monitoring system we would like to see the Legislature debate
this issue. Therefore, in order to open that debate we agreed to
sponsor the following moiion} '

! Recommendation: That the Legislative Asscmbly take a much firmer
stand on encouraging northern resident cmployment, northern purchasc.
and northern business opportunitics by establishing a monitoring

system.
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servant,
2. That the monitoring system Le cstabliched under Legislation,

3, That the wonitoring system be responsible directiy and »
report vegulorly to the Leopislative Asscuably,

.
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2. Junvary/8l kecommendustions:  1G80-21 Pudeet
3.0 Februgry/0) Recommeadations:  Supplementary Approprintive: o

Anditor Geseral's Letror

Motion 5-80(1)

4. Febroudgry/su Recommendutions:  Tipancizl Bills 0-850(1)
7-50(1), 8-890(1) .
5. March/80 Lnergy
6. Junc/&0 Recoumendations:  RBread Spending Prioritics
© (1981-82)
‘General Rcecommendations
(during Oct/Nov Session)
. 7. November/80 Reconmendations: Supplemcnta%y Approepriations
‘ 120 § #21 .
&. February/81 Responding to Non Renewable .esource Developiient
9. February/8l Recoir iendations: 1981-82 Budget

Membership on the Standing Committce on Finhance Consists of:
Lynda Sorcnsen (Yellowknife South) Chairmun
Nellie Cournoyea (Western Arctic) Chairman

Non Stewart (Hay River)
Ludy Pudluk (Migh Arctic) ;
Bruce lMclLaughlin (Pine Point) . '
Peter Fraser (Mackenzic Great Dear)

Ipeclee Kilabuk (Raffin {Central)




