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Dear M r. M in is te r  «

Today an h i s t o r i c  e ve n t is  ta k in g  p la c e .  J r e f e r ,  o f  c o u rs e , t  
th e  fo rm e l open ing  o f  a b o r ig in a l  r ig h t s  n e g o t ia t io n s  be tw een_ th  
Dene N a tio n  and the Government o f  Canada. I  speak from  c o n v ic 
t io n ,  and n o t from  mere f o r m a l i t y ,  when I  say th a t  I  hope th e  
n e g o t ia t io n s  w i l l  r e s u l t  in  a s e t t le m e n t  under w h ich  th e  Dene 
a re  a b le  to  make secure  the  e s s e n t ia l  e l  owe ires o f  t .u e ir  c u l t u r e ,  
and t h r iv e  b o th  in d iv id u a l l y ,  and as a d i s t i n c t i v e  p e o p le  w i th in  
c o n fe d e ra t io n .

However, when I  read the  op e n in g  n e g o t ia t in g  p o s i t io n  c T  the  
P re s id e n t o f  th e  Dene N a tio n  ( Dene N a tio n  N e w s le t te r ,  J u ly  
1 9 8 1 .) ,  th e re  i s  one m a tte r  th a t  g iv e s  me cause f o r  c o n s id e ra b le  
co n ce rn . In  h is  s ta te m e n t M r. Erasmus says:

Our p o s i t io n  in c lu d e s  th e  c re a t io n  o f  a new k in d  o f  
governm ent in  th e  w e s te rn  NVJT . . .  w h ich  w ould re p la c e  
th e  p re s e n t NV.’T governm ent. T h is  governm ent would be 
a governm ent f o r  a l l  o f  th e  c i t iz e n s  l i v i n g  in  T h is  
a re a , w he the r th e y  are Dene o r  non-D ene, b u t t h i s  g o v 
ernm ent w ould  be in  xhe t r a d i t i o n  o f  th e  Dene . . .  So 
you m ig h t as w e l l  g e t used to  the  id e a  im m e d ia te ly ^a n d  
th e  m a jo r s e c t io n  o f  y o u r w o rk  i s  g o in g  to  be lo o k in g  
a t  th e  c o n s t i t u t io n a l  f u tu r e  o f  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  w o r ld .

T h a t p o s i t io n ,  from  th e  Dene p o in t, o f  v ie w , i s  a sse rte d ^  as_ a 
p rem ise  e s s e n t ia l  to  the  s u c c e s s fu l c o n c lu s io n  o f  n e g o t ia t io n s .
I f  th e  Government o f  Canada a cce p ts  th e  p re m ise , th e n  a p p a re n t ly  
th e  a b o r ig in a l r ig h t s  n e g o t ia t io n s  w i l l  fo cu s  o n th e  c r e a t io n  o f  
a new governm ent f o r  the  w e s te rn  A r c t i c ,  d is c u s s io n s  w h ich  v i !  1. 
o b v io u s ly  have im p o r ta n t im p l ic a t io n s  fc - r  a l l  re s id e n ts  o f  the  
a re a .

P e rs o n a lly ,  I  would be d is a p p o in te d , b u t  a c q u ie s c e n t, i f  the  Dene
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in s is t e d  upon Dene governm ent f o r  th e  Done a lo n e  — a cq u ie sce n t»  
t h a t  i s ,  p a r t i c u la r l y  i f  th e  Government o f  Canada accep ted  such 
an e v e n tu a l i t y  as b e in g  co m p a tib le  w i t h  th e  in t e r e s t s  o f  th e  
c o u n try  as a v /h o le . A t  any r a te ,  I  am d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  opposed i n  
p r in c ip le  to  th e  Dene a t te m p t in g  to  n e g o t ia te  a p o l i t i c a l  
s e tt le m e n t#  I

The p a r t i c u la r  p o l i t i c a l  s e t t le m e n t th e y  a re  p ro p o s in g , however 
— and p ro p o s in g  to  d e a l w ith  i n  th e  c o n te x t  o f  a b o r ig in a l  

r ig h t s  n e g o t ia t io n s  - h a s  im p l ic a t io n s  f o r  non-Dene as w e l l* a s  
Dene. • A g a in , w h ile  I  approve  and s u p p o r t a s in g le  p o l i t i c a l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  whose c i t iz e n s  are o f  m ixed h e r i ta g e ,  and w h ile  I .  
am a ls o  amenable to  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  new fo rm  and s t y le  o f  g o v e rn 
ment to  accomodate the  v a ry in g  t r a d i t io n s  re p re s e n te d  i n  th e  j u r 
i s d i c t i o n ,  I  ca n n o t a cce p t v/hat would appear to  bo th e  c o n d it io n s  
under w h ich  t h a t  governm ent m ig h t be e s ta b l is h e d ,  nam e ly , an a - 
greem ent n e g o t ia te d  between c lo s e te d  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  the  Dene 
and th e  Government o f  Canada.

I  a c t iv e ly  s u p p o rt the  p r in c ip le  o f  dem ocracy and ju s t i c e  w h ich  
a s s e r ts  th a t  th e  Dene m ust have th e  o p p o r tu n ity  — to  th e  e x te n t 
t h a t  t h i s  i s  re a s o n a b ly  p o s s ib le  — to  be c o n s u lte d  a b o u t, and to - 
g iv e  t h e i r  consen t to ,  t h a t  governm ent w h ich  w i l l  have ju r ie d !  e-s, 
t i o n  o v e r  them . I  i n s i s t ,  however, t h a t  t h i s  p r in c ip le  must 
a ls o  be observed  f o r  th e  non-Dene i n  th e  w e s te rn  A r c t i c .

I f  a new ly  c re a te d  governm ent i s  to  have j u r i s d i c t i o n  o ve r a l l  
peop le  in  th e  w e s te rn  A r c t i c ,  th e n  a l l  peop le  m ust have re p re 
s e n ta t io n  i n  i t s  c r e a t io n .  T h is  o b v io u s ly  means t h a t  th e  c re a 
t io n  o f  such a governm ent must be c o n s id e re d  in  some forum  o th e r  
th a n  a b o r ig in a l  r ig h t s  n e g o t ia t io n s ,  o r  a l t e r n a t i v e ly ,  t h a t  when 
th e  m a tte r  i s  b e in g  d iscu sse d  d u r in g  a b o r ig in a l  r ig h t s  n e g o t ia 
t io n s ,  t h a t  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s - o f  the  non-Dene m ust be a llo w e d  to  
p a r t ic ip a t e .

I t  is  c r u c ia l ,  I  t h in k ,  
d e te rm in a t io n  i n  t h i s  m 
th a t  th e  Dene have the 
w i l l  i t  n o t?  S in ce  t h i  
conce rn  to  the  Dene, i t  
the  fe d e r a l governm ent* 
t e l l  you  t h a t  th o se  o f 
l in e s  w h ile  n e g o t ia t io n  
s ig n i f i c a n t l y  im pacted  
answer to o .

th a t  th e  Government o f  Canada make i t s  
a t t e r  known im m e d ia te ly . W i l l  i t  a cce p t
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r i g h t  to  n e g o t ia te  such a g ove rnm en t, 
s i s  a m a tte r  a p p a re n t ly  o f  fundam ent 

i s  obv ious  th a t  th e y  w ould w ant to  k 
s p o s i t io n  a t  th e  o u ts e t .  And 1 need: 
us who are  com pe lled  to  s i t  on th e  s i  

take p la c e , b u t who m ig h t v e ry  w e l l  
anyway, w ould c e r t a in ly  l i k e  to  know
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I  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  an e a r ly  r e p ly .

Yours t r u l y ,

x c :  Georges Erasmus
D av id  Osborne

f å ú b  Л /д с
Bob jViacQuarrie 
I/-LA, YK C e n te r


