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№ .  B o b  M a c Q u a r r i e ,  M . L . A . ,
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s ,

P . O .  B o x  2 8 9 5 ,
Y e l l o w k n i f e ,  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s .

X 1 A  2 L 9

D e a r  M r .  M a c Q u a r r i e ;

P l e a s e  a c c e p t  m y  a p o l o g i e s  f o r  t h e  d e l a y  i n  r e p l y i n g  t o  y o u r  l e t t e r  
o f  J u l y  2 2 ,  i n  w h i c h  y o u  e x p r e s s e d  y o u r  c o n c e r n s  o v e r  t h e  w a y  i n  _ 
w h i c h  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  m i g h t  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  D a n e  N a t i o n .

Y o u r  o w n  o p e n - m i n d e d n e s s  a b o u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  n e e d s  o f  
t h e  D e n e  a s  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  p e o p l e  i s  w e l l  k n o w n  t o  m e .  Y o u  c o n f i r m  
y o u r  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h i s  i s s u e  b y  t h e  c a r e  y o u  h a v e  t a k e n  i n  y o u r  
l e t t e r  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e c i d i n g  u p o n  p o l i t i c a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  f r o m  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  i s s u e  o f  w h a t  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ^  
m i g h t  b e s t  a c c o n v n o d a t e  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e   ̂
N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s .  Y o u r  c h i e f  c o n c e r n ,  a s  I  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  i s  
t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  l a n d  c l a i m s  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  D e n e  N a t i o n  
i s  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  d e c i d i n g  u p o n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  i s s u e s  a n d  
p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w h i c h  w o u l d  a f f e c t  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  

N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s .

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e a s s u r e  y o u  w i t h  t h i s  l e t t e r  t h a t  n e i t h e r  
M r .  D a v i d  O s b o r n ,  w h o  i s  t h e  F e d e r a l  n e g o t i a t o r  i n  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n s  
w i t h  t h e  D e n e  N a t i o n ,  n o r  a n y  o t h e r  n e g o t i a t o r s  o n _ N o r t h e r n  C l a i m s ,  
h a s  a  m a n d a t e  t o  d e c i d e  u p o n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  o r  p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e  

o f  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  n a t u r e .

T h e  D e n e  N a t i o n  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  b e  w e l c o m e  t o  r a i s e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
i s s u e s  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  c l a i m s  n e g o t i a t i o n s  i f  i t  w i s h e s  t o  d o  
s o .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  l a n d  c l a i m s  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a n d ^ p o l i t i c a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a r e  s o  i n t e r r e l a t e d  t h a t  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
i s s u e s  i n  t h e  l a n d  c l a i m s  n e g o t i a t i o n  i s  u n a v o i d a b l e .  T h e   ̂ F e d e r a l  
G o v e r n m e n t  h o p e s  t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  s u c h  a  d i s c u s s i o n  b y  a c q u i r i n g  a  
c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w h a t  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  t h e  D e n e  N a t i o n
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would p re fe r to  see throughout the Northwast Tterri to r ie s , and o f  
how the Dene Nation would see those structures working. I  am pleased 
th a t the ^ te r r ito r ia l Government, which has representation on the 
ĩtederal negotia ting team through the A borig ina l Rights and 
C onstitu tiona l Development S ecre ta ria t, w i l l  share in  th is  very 
inpo rtan t learn ing experience.

3he process o f  deciding upon actual changes to  the form and s ty le  
o f the government o f the Mackenzie Region w i l l ,  however, as is  the 
case in  the Eastern and Central A rc t ic , be separate and d is t in c t  
from the process o f negotia ting land claims on the basis o f 
Aborig ina l Rights.

I  t r u s t  th a t my rep ly  addresses your concerns, and I  share your 
hope th a t the current process o f land claims negotiations w i l l  help 
to  secure fo r  the Dane Nation a p o s itive  ro le  and a continuing 
id e n t ity  w ith in  Confederation.

John C. Munro.


