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Summary o f  Telephone C o n v e rs a tio n , Thursday, February 1 1 , 1982 w ith  
IAN DONALDSON, Parks Canada employee re p re s e n tin g  6 0 -7 0  o f  the a p p ro x i
m ate ly  80  re s id e n ts  o f  F ie ld ,  B r i t is h  Columbia.

F ie ld ,  B r i t is h  Columbia is  lo c a te d  on th e  Trans Canada Highway, in  
Yoho N atio n a l P a rk , near the  A lb e r ta /B .C . boundary l in e .

In  October o f  1981, M r. Donaldson s ta r te d  in q u ir ie s  in to  the p r ic e  o f  
e l e c t r i c i t y  charged: by the Northern--Canada Power Commission to  re s id e n 
t i a l  consumers in  F i e l d . -  As o f-y e s te rd a y 's  d a te , M r. Donaldson s ta te d  
t h a t  re s id e n ts  in - t h a t  communi-ty-were being-charged 1 8 .5 < /k .w .h . and 
a supposed in crease  is  to  com e-in to  e f f e c t  March 2 6 , 1982, which w i l l  
in c rease  re s id e n t ia l ra te s  by 15.2% p lu s  2 .9 5 4 /k .w .h . which w i l l  b r in g ; 
th e  ra te  up to  2 3 4 /k .w .h .

Hydro consumers in  o th e r  B r it is h  Columbia communities pay approx im ate ly  
4 .9 i /k .w .h .  f o r  the f i r s t  500 k .w .h . w ith  the  p r ic e  dropping to  a p p ro x i
m ate ly  3 .5 4 /k .w .h . fo r  usage above 500 k .w .h . (M r. Donaldson c o u ld n 't  
g iv e  p rec ise  fig u re s  as his research  m a te r ia l was a t  his home. He was 
contacted  a t a Parks m eeting in Revel s toke and w a s n 't re tu rn in g  to  
F ie ld  u n t i l  the  evening o f February 1 2 , 1 9 8 2 .) Power ra te s  in  B.C. a re  
e q u a lize d  throughout th e  system in c lu d in g  those 18 communities re c e iv in g  
power from d ie s e l g en e ra to rs .

M eetings held  in  February w ith  S o c ia l C re d it  B ^C+.cabjnet m in is te rs  
(M in is te r  o f Energy, Mines and Petro leum  R esourcesTR o bert M cC le llan d ;: • 
M in is te r  o f  Lands, Parks and Housing, James Shab&t Who is 'a ls o  the  
M .L .A . f o r  the r id in g  o f  Columbia R iv e r where^Fael d e ls ; lo c a te d ) I  re s u lte d  
in  h is  being inform ed th a t  th e  problem is  a Federal m a tte r\a s  the 'com 
m unity is  lo ca ted  in  a N ational P a rk . The Federal M in is te r  o f  the  
Environm ent, Mr. John Roberts advised no subsidy was p o ss ib le  because 
o f  the danger o f  s e t t in g  a p recedent.
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As a re s u lt  res id en ts  in  F ie ld  have refused to  pay t h e i r  la s t  two power 
b i l l s ,  the money has in s te a d  been dep o s ited  in  a T ru s t Account. F o r th e  ‘ 
f i r s t  o f  the two boycotted p e rio d s , 60 re s id e n ts  d ep o sited  funds 1n th e  
account, and fo r  the second period  70 consumers made deposits?.

F ie ld  receives power from N .C .P .C . because o f  a 1959 d e c is io n  o f th e  
Federal government n e c e s s ita te d  by C .P .R . op tin g  o u t o f  p ro v id in g  e le c t r i c  
power to communities on the ra ilw a y  l in e .  A t th a t  tim e West Kootney 
Power and B.C. Hydro were unable to  p rovide  e l e c t r i c i t y  to th e  community. 
Mr. Ian Donaldson can be reached in  F ie ld ,  B .C. a t  1 -604-343 -6385  (hom e), 
o r 1 -604-343 -6324  ( o f f i c e ) .

2 . Summary o f  Telephone C onversation , F r id a y , February 1 2 , 1982 w ith  M r. 
Marcus Simpson, Rate Design and A d m in is tra tio n  S u p erv iso r f o r  Power 
R ates , B.C. Hydro, Vancouver, B r i t is h  Columbia, 1 -6 0 4 -6 6 3 -3 6 4 5 .

R e s id en tia l Rates on:
(a ) In te g ra te d  S erv ice  A rea: Hydro g en era ted .

: Basic S ervice charge o f $ 5 .0 0  f o r  a two month period  i f  you 
use less  than 500 k .w .h .

: f i r s t  500 k .w .h . th e  ra te  is  4 .9 0 3 tf /k .w .h .  
above 500 k .w .h . th e  ra te  is  3 .4 0 3 ^ /k .w .h .

(b) D iesel Serviced Area
: Basic Serv ice  charge again  $ 5 .0 0  fo r  two month p e rio d .
: f i r s t  550 k .w .h . -  4 .5 £ /k .w .h .  

a d d it io n a l use up to  a maximum o f  3000 k .w .h . the ra te  is  
3 tf/k .w .h .
Anything above 300C k .w .h . is  charged a t  5 .5 < t/k .w .h .

NOTE: D iesel areas a re  s u b s id ized  by th e  In te g ra te d  System f o r  both 
p o l i t ic a l  reasons and because o f  the  w ate r l ic e n s in g  system  
in  B r it is h  Columbia.

3. Summary o f  Telephone conversatio n  F r id a y , February 12, 1982 w ith  M r. B i l l  
C h r is t ie ,  Northern Canada Power Commission, Edmonton, A lb e r ta ,  1 -4 6 5 -3 3 7 7 .
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the  c u rre n t ra te s  charged f o r  Domest1c/Res1dent1al consumers 1n F ie ld ,  
B.C. (ũ ie s e ĩ generated)

(a )  Domestic Non-Government.;
-  minimum Ы11 $4.00/m onth
-  R ate: 1 2 .4 $ /k .w .h . -  basic  ra te

6 .0 3 ^ /k .w .h . -  fu e l clause adjustm ent
1 8 .4 3 ^ /k .w .h .

(b )  Domestic -  Governments:
-  minimum b i l l  $4.00/m onth j
-  R ate: 1 7 .6 4 /k .w .h .

6 . 034<t /k .  w. h.
2 3 .6 3 4 * /k .w .h .


