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AN ORDINANCE RESPECTING THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

(Assented to )

The C o m m iss io ner  o f  th e  N o rth w est  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  by and w ith  
the a d v i c e  and c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  the  s a i d  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  
e n a c t s  a s  f o l l o w s :

S h o r t  T i t l e

1 T h i s  O rd in an ce  may be  c i t e d  a s  th e  D epartm en t o f  E d u c a t io n  

O rd in a n c e .

Note 1 :  S h o r t  t i t l e .

G e n e ra l  N o t e :  T h i s  O rd in an ce  e s t a b l i s h e s  a  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  th e
p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  o f  th e  N o rth w e st  T e r r i t o r i e s  a s  t h e  D epartm ent 
o f  E d u c a t io n  and p r e s c r i b e s  th e  f u n c t i o n s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n .

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n

2 In  t h i s  O rd in an ce ,

(a )  "b o a r d  o f  e d u c a t i o n "  means a Board  o f  E d u c a t io n  o f  an 

e d u c a t i o n  d i v i s i o n  under the E d u c a t io n  O rd in an ce ;

(b) "Department" means the Department of E d u c a t io n ;



( c )  " M i n i s t e r "  means th e  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ;

(d )  " s c h o o l "  means a  s c h o o l  o p e r a t i n g  under t h e  E d u c a t io n  
O r d in a n c e .

Note 2 :  D e f i n i t i o n s
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3 T here  s h a l l  be  a d e p a r tm e n t  o f  th e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  o f  th e  
T e r r i t o r i e s  c a l l e d  th e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io n  o v e r  which t h e r e  

s h a l l  p r e s i d e  th e  member o f  th e  E x e c u t iv e  Com m ittee  a p p o in t e d  

by th e  C o m m iss io ner  a s  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t io n .

Note 3 :  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a t io n

4 T h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  Government r e l a t i n g  
t o  e d u c a t i o n  i s  under th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
E d u c a t io n  u n l e s s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i t  or  any a s p e c t  o r  p a r t  o f  
i t  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  some o t h e r  p e r s o n  by an 
O rd in a n c e .

Note 4 î M i n i s t e r ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

M i n i s t e r ' s  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

5 ( 1 )  The M i n i s t e r

(a )  s h a l l  s a t i s f y  h i m s e l f ,  by w h atev er  means he c o n s i d e r s  

n e c e s s a r y ,  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  p ro g ram s  u n d e r tak e n  by s t u d e n t s  
in  the  T e r r i t o r i e s  a r e  a t  a l l  t im e s  o f  the h i g h e s t  p o s s i b l e  
s t a n d a r d ;



(b) i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  £ o r  p r o v i d i n g  means by which b o a r d s  o f  
e d u c a t i o n  may employ s u f f i c i e n t  s t a f f  t o  a d m i n i s t e r , 
c o - o r d i n a t e  and im plem ent a t  l e a s t  i t s  b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p r o g r a m s ;

( c )  i n  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w ith  b o a r d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  p r o v i d e  

s p e c i a l  c l a s s e s ,  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s t a f f  and i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  
s t u d e n t s  who r e q u i r e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  p ro g ram s  and 

a s s i s t a n c e ;

(d)  in  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w ith  b o a r d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  d e v e lo p  and 
p r o v i d e  d i s t a n c e  e d u c a t i o n  to  s t u d e n t s ;

( e )  s h a l l  g e n e r a l l y  m o n ito r  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  d ev e lo p m en t 
and im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  p ro gram s  and p o l i c i e s  t o  

d e te r m in e  whether th e  e d u c a t i o n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  

co m m u n it ie s  i n  th e  T e r r i t o r i e s  a r e  b e in g  o r  w i l l  be m et .

(2) The M i n i s t e r  may in  w r i t i n g  d e l e g a t e  any pow er, d u ty  or  
f u n c t i o n  c o n f e r r e d  or imposed on him by t h i s  O rd in an ce  o r  th e  

r e g u l a t i o n s ,  o r  by or  under any o t h e r  O rd in an ce  under h i s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t o  any em ployee o f  th e  D epartm ent o r  p e r s o n  
e n g a g ed  under s e c t i o n  6 .

Note 5 :  M i n i s t e r ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

I
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6 ( 1 )  In a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  th e  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  O rd in an ce  t h e r e  may 

be  a p p o in t e d  a Deputy M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t io n  and su c h  o t h e r  
e m p lo y e e s  a s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e s  o f  th e  D e p ar tm en t .

(2) The M i n i s t e r  may e n g a g e  th e  s e r v i c e s  o f  e x p e r t s  o r  p e r s o n s  
h a v in g  s p e c i a l  t e c h n i c a l  o r  o t h e r  know ledge t o  a d v i s e  him or t o  
i n q u i r e  i n t o  and r e p o r t  t o  him on m a t t e r s  under th e  M i n i s t e r ' s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .



rs

(3 )  A p e r s o n  whose s e r v i c e s  a r e  en g ag ed  under t h i s  s e c t i o n  may 
be p a i d  th e  re m u n e ra t io n  and e x p e n se s  t h a t  th e  M in i s t e r  
p r e s c r i b e s .

N ote  6 :  A p p oin tm en ts
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7 ( 1 )  The M i n i s t e r  may e s t a b l i s h  su c h  b o a r d s ,  c o m m it te e s  o r  
c o u n c i l s  a s  he c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y  or  d e s i r a b l e  to  a c t  in  an  
a d v i s o r y  or  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c a p a c i t y  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  any o f  
th e  p o l i c i e s ,  p r o g r a m s ,  s e r v i c e s  o r  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  under h i s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

(2) The M i n i s t e r  may, w ith  r e s p e c t  to  any b o a r d ,  co m m ittee  or  
c o u n c i l  e s t a b l i s h e d  under t h i s  s e c t i o n

(a)  a p p o in t  or  p r o v id e  f o r  t h e  manner o f  ap p o in tm en t o f  
i t s  members,

(b) p r e s c r i b e  th e  term  o f  o f f i c e  o f  any member,

(c)  d e s i g n a t e  a c h a ir m a n ,  v ic e - c h a i r m a n  and s e c r e t a r y ,  and

(d) a u t h o r i z e ,  f i x  and p r o v i d e  f o r  th e  payment o f  

r e m u n e ra t io n  and e x p e n s e s  to  i t s  members.

(3) A b o a r d ,  co m m ittee  or  c o u n c i l  e s t a b l i s h e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  may make r u l e s  g o v e r n in g  th e  c a l l i n g ,  p r o c e d u r e  and 
c o n d u c t  o f  m e e t i n g s ,  r e p o r t i n g  and such  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  a s  
r e q u i r e d .

(4) A b o a r d ,  co m m ittee  or  c o u n c i l  e s t a b l i s h e d  p u r s u a n t  to  t h i s  

s e c t i o n  may e x e r c i s e  su ch  powers and s h a l l  p e r fo rm  su ch  d u t i e s  
and f u n c t i o n s  a s  th e  M i n i s t e r  may a p p r o v e ,  c o n f e r  or  im pose 
upon i t .



N ote  lx A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r  a d v i s o r y  c o m m it te e s

-  5  -

M i n i s t e r ' s  A d v i so ry  C o u n c i l

8 ( 1 )  T h ere  i s  h e re b y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c o u n c i l  t o  be known a s  the 
M i n i s t e r ' s  A d v i so ry  C o u n c i l .

(2) The M i n i s t e r ' s  A d v i so ry  C o u n c i l  s h a l l  be composed o£ such  
p e r s o n s  a s  th e  M i n i s t e r  a p p o i n t s  a s  i t s  members from t im e  t o  
t im e .

(3) S u b s e c t i o n s  7 ( 2 )  and (3) a p p ly  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r ' s  A d v i so ry  
C o u n c i l ,  e x c e p t  when o t h e r w i s e  p r o v id e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  or 
s e c t i o n  9 .

N ote  8 :  M i n i s t e r ' s  A d v i so ry  C o u n c i l  e s t a b l i s h e d

9 ( 1 )  The p u r p o se  o f  th e  M i n i s t e r ' s  A d v i so r y  C o u n c i l  i s

(a) t o  s u p p o r t  p ro gram s  o f  b o a r d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  by 
p r o v id in g  a  c o n t in u o u s  f lo w  o f  in fo r m a t io n  ab o u t  th e  
p ro gram s and t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r ;

(b) t o  p r o v i d e  a d v i c e  on e d u c a t i o n ,  s c h o o l s  and 

e d u c a t i o n a l  p ro gram s  g e n e r a l l y ,  w herever t h a t  a d v i c e  i s  
r e q u i r e d ;

(c) t o  make recom m endations  t o  th e  M i n i s t e r  on a l l  a s p e c t s  

o f  e d u c a t i o n  and in  p a r t i c u l a r  on p r i o r i t i e s  in  th e  s c h o o l  
p rogram .



(2 )  The M i n i s t e r ' s  A d v i so r y  C o u n c i l  s h a l l  r e p o r t  r e g u l a r l y  t o  
th e  M i n i s t e r  and s h a l l  a c t  on a l l  m a t t e r s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i t  f o r  
a c t i o n  or a d v i c e  by  th e  M i n i s t e r .

10 The C o m m iss io ner  or  th e  M i n i s t e r  may e n t e r  i n t o  a g r e e m e n ts  

w ith  any p e r s o n ,  b o a rd  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  A r c t i c  C o l l e g e  o r  o t h e r  
body on any m a t te r  r e s p e c t i n g  e d u c a t i o n  o r  th e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  
e d u c a t i o n  i n  th e  T e r r i t o r i e s .

N ote 1 0 :  A g re e m e n ts .

11 The M i n i s t e r  may c h a r g e  f e e s  f o r  any s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d ,  
r e s e a r c h  don e  or  m a t e r i a l s  p r o v id e d  by th e  D ep artm en t .

Note 1 1 :  F e e s  f o r  s e r v i c e s .

R e g u l a t i o n s

12 The C o m m iss ioner  may make r e g u l a t i o n s

(a )  f o r  the  a p p o r t io n m e n t  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a l l  money 

a p p r o p r i a t e d  t o  the  M i n i s t e r ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o r  the 

p u r p o se  o f  making g r a n t s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  in  th e  T e r r i t o r i e s ;

(b) r e s p e c t i n g  g r a n t s  t o  b o a r d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  th e  A r c t i c  
C o l l e g e ,  S e c r e t a r i a t  f o r  L e a r n in g  and C e n t r e s  fo r  L e a r n in g  
and T e ach in g  and su ch  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  a s  he c o n s i d e r s  
d e s i r a b l e ;

(c )  r e s p e c t i n g  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  c l a s s r o o m  a s s i s t a n t s  
and the manner in  which th e y  may u p g rad e  t h e i r  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  ;
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(d) providing a scale of allowances for adult education 
students and prescribing the qualifications for eligibility 
to receive allowances and any conditions attached to them;

(e) respecting certificates of qualification for teachers 
and providing for the issuing of certificates and the fees 
therefor;

( f )  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  th e  manner o f  d i s m i s s a l  o f  a  t e a c h e r  f o r  
c a u s e  or f o r  in c o m p eten c e ;

(9 )  p r e s c r i b i n g  th e  h on orar iu m  and e x p e n s e s  p a y a b l e  to  
members o f  a b o a rd  o f  r e f e r e n c e  under th e  E d u c a t io n  
O rd in a n c e ;

(h) p r o v i d i n g  f o r  th e  r u l e s  o f  p r o c e d u re  and c o n d u c t  o f  
h e a r i n g s  o f  a b o a rd  o f  r e f e r e n c e  under th e  E d u c a t io n  
O rd in a n c e ;

( i )  r e s p e c t i n g  th e  co n v ey an c e  o f  s t u d e n t s ;

( j )  d e f i n i n g  " d i s t a n c e  e d u c a t i o n "  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  
O rd in an ce  and th e  r e g u l a t i o n s ;

(k) c o n c e r n in g  th e  d e f i n i t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  o p e r a t i o n ,  
management, c o n t r o l  and l i c e n s i n g  o f  a l l  k i n d e r g a r t e n  
e d u c a t i o n  p ro g ra m s  in  th e  T e r r i t o r i e s ;

( l )  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and o p e r a t i o n  o f  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c o u r s e s  and th e  f e e s  t o  be c h a r g e d  in  
c o n n e c t io n  w ith  them.

Note 1 2 :  R e g u l a t i o n s



I n v e s t i g a t i o n s

1 3 ( 1 )  The M i n i s t e r  may a p p o in t  one o r  more p e r s o n s  t o  i n q u i r e  
i n t o  and r e p o r t  on

(a )  any  a p p e a l ,  c o m p l a in t  o r  d i s p u t e  a r i s i n g  from  th e  
d e c i s i o n  o f  a  bo ard  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  or

(b) t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  one or  more s c h o o l s ,  o r

(c )  any  o t h e r  m a t te r  r e l a t e d  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,

and th e  p e r s o n  o r  p e r s o n s  a p p o in t e d  may t a k e  e v id e n c e  on o a t h .

(2) The M i n i s t e r  may, on r e c e i p t  o f  th e  r e p o r t ,  make su ch  
o r d e r  a s  t o  him seem s p r o p e r .

Note 1 3 :  I n v e s t i g a t o r s

1 4 ( 1 )  The M i n i s t e r  may a p p o in t  i n  w r i t i n g  a p e r s o n  t o  exam ine  
and i n s p e c t

(a )  th e  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  or

(b) th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n d i t i o n ,  or

( c )  any o t h e r  m a t te r  c o n n e c t e d  w ith  th e  m anagem ent, 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  or o p e r a t i o n ,

o f  a board  o f  e d u c a t io n  or community e d u c a t io n  c o u n c i l  and th e  
p e r s o n  a p p o in t e d  by th e  M i n i s t e r  may exam in e ,  i n s p e c t  an d  t a k e  
c o p i e s  o f



(d) a l l  b o o k s  o f  r e c o r d  and a c c o u n t ,

(e )  a l l  bank b o o k s ,  and

( f )  any o t h e r  r e c o r d s ,  p a p e r s ,  docum ents o r  t h i n g s .

(2) The b o o k s ,  p a p e r s ,  docum en ts  and t h i n g s  m en t io n ed  in  
s u b s e c t i o n  (1) s h a l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  the p e r s o n  a p p o in t e d  
by th e  M i n i s t e r  a t  th e  t im e  he r e q u e s t s  them from  th e  p e r so n  
h av in g  c u s t o d y  o f  them.

(3) A p e r s o n  a p p o in t e d  p u r s u a n t  to  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  r e p o r t  

to  th e  M i n i s t e r  on h i s  e x a m in a t io n  and i n s p e c t i o n  a n d ,  on 

r e c e i p t  o f  the  r e p o r t ,  th e  M i n i s t e r  may, n o t w i t h s t a n d in g  any 

p r o v i s i o n  o f  th e  E d u c a t io n  O r d in a n c e ,  make such o r d e r  a s  t o  him 

seem s p r o p e r .

N ote  1 4 :  Management, a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and o p e r a t i o n  o f  b o a r d s  o f
e d u c a t i o n  and community e d u c a t i o n  c o u n c i l s

-  9 -

1 5 ( 1 )  The M in i s t e r

(a )  i f  a bo ard  o f  e d u c a t i o n  or community e d u c a t i o n  
co m m ittee  f a i l s  t o  com ply  w ith  an  o r d e r  made under 
s u b s e c t i o n  1 3 (2 )  o r  s u b s e c t i o n  1 4 ( 3 ) ,  or

(b) where he c o n s i d e r s  i t  i n  th e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  t o  do s o ,

may, s u b j e c t  t o  such  te rm s  and c o n d i t i o n s  a s  he c o n s i d e r s  

n e c e s s a r y ,  a p p o in t  an o f f i c i a l  t r u s t e e  to  co n d u c t  th e  a f f a i r s  
o f  a  b o a rd  o f  e d u c a t i o n  or  community e d u c a t io n  c o u n c i l .



r
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(2) An o f f i c i a l  t r u s t e e  a p p o in t e d  under s u b s e c t i o n  (1)

( a )  h a s  th e  pow ers and d u t i e s  c o n f e r r e d  by th e  E d u c a t io n  
O rd in a n c e  upon a  b o a rd  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and community e d u c a t i o n  
c o u n c i l ,  a s  th e  c a s e  may b e ;

(b )  s h a l l  be  rem u n era ted  o u t  o f  t h e  fu n d s  o f  th e  b o a rd  o f  
e d u c a t i o n  or  community e d u c a t i o n  c o u n c i l  or o t h e r w i s e ,  a s  

th e  M i n i s t e r  d e t e r m i n e s ,  and

( c )  n o t w i t h s t a n d in g  th e  E d u c a t io n  O rdinance  h a s ,  w ith  th e  

p r i o r  a p p r o v a l  o f  th e  M i n i s t e r ,  power t o

( i )  borrow  money,

( i i )  p a s s  a  b y - la w ,  and

( i i i )  re v o k e  any r e s o l u t i o n  o r  b y - law  c o n c e r n in g  
s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  or  e d u c a t i o n  th a t  may be p a s s e d  
o r  may p r e v i o u s l y  have been p a s s e d  by a  b o ard  o f  

e d u c a t i o n  o r  community e d u c a t i o n  c o u n c i l .

(3) On th e  ap p o in tm en t o f  an o f f i c i a l  t r u s t e e  th e  members o f  
th e  b o a rd  o f  e d u c a t i o n  o r  community e d u c a t i o n  c o u n c i l ,  a s  t h e  

c a s e  may b e ,  c e a s e  t o  h o ld  o f f i c e .

(4) An o f f i c i a l  t r u s t e e  h o l d s  o f f i c e  d u r i n g  the p l e a s u r e  o f  

the M i n i s t e r .

Note 1 5 :  O f f i c i a l  t r u s t e e

16 T h i s  O rdinance or any p r o v is io n  the reo f s h a l l  come in t o  
fo rce  on a day or days to be f ix e d  by order of the Commissioner.

Note 1 6 :  Coming in t o  fo rc e
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