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BRIEF TO THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
COMMISSIONED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF ,
: THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES: o —

The Board of Trustess of the Yellowkunife Ssparate wtou
LY

District #2 wishes to apprise the mambers of this Special Committee
on Education otbélernin concerns arising from the proposals gor
education in the Northwest Territories as evidenced ip'- the document
"Learning: Tradition and Change in the Northwest Territories.” The
concerns which the Board of Trustees wish to address through this
brief are as follows: ' ‘

. a) T’hc description, present and future, of the Yellox}kn;fc

Separate Education District #2. (See page 28 of 'Learning:

Tradition and Change in the Northwest Territories.” Copy
-+ attached). .
b) ' The requirement for future Divisional Boards of Educat:l.on'
to have and apparently mair;:ain a student enrollment of at

| . . ) least 1,000 students. (See pagé 30 & 31 of "Learning:

| o " Tradition and Change in the Northwest Territories.” Copies
attached). ‘
i Ce) The‘segrega::lon of gradés 11 and 12 from the Separate School

System. (See page 48 of "Learning: Tradition and Change in

I . the Northwest Territories". Copy attached).

. Deal:lng with these matters in order, the Board of Trusteés asks the
Committee to consider the following submissions:

a) The descfiption of the Yellowknife Separate Education ﬁistrict:

#2 as shown on page 28 of "t;eari\ing: Tradition and Change in.




the Northwest Territories”  is incorrect as the word “Separate™

hes been omitted. It is the Board of Trustees understanding

that this omission is as a result of mere oversight. Navertheless,
the Board of Trustees feels obliged to draw this omission to \thl
attention of this Committee, particularly for purpnses of in-
suring that inany future dcs.cription of the Divisional Board

of Education created in substitution for the present Separa_'te
Education District #2, the wording in'that description will
clearly convey the concept of a Separate School System. It is
respectfully submitted that this objective may be most readily
achieved by including the words "Separate Catholic Divisional
Board of Education" in any description of the Divisional Board

of Education created in substitution for the present Separate
Educatioﬁ‘ District.

The Board‘ of Trustees has been assured that the Bbax;d will con-
t::lnuev albeit, ;s a Board of a yet to be created Separate Catholic
Div:l.sipn'al Board of Education. That being so, the reference in

"Learning: Tradition and Change in the Northwest Territories"

on page 30 & 31 to a minimum 'student enrollment of 1,000 being
necessary for the creation of an educational division should be
épecifically waived in that said document. There is presently

a specific waiver of that requirement in respe.ct of three of the
ten proposed education divisions, namely: the Beaufort, Inuvik,
and MacKenzie-Great Bear education divisions. Addit;ionally, al-

though not apparently addressed‘spec:lfically, the Board of




‘o)

Tr\;steu assumes that 4f student enrollment were to drop
below 1..000 that would not jeopardize the continuation of
a Divisional Board of Education. It is therefore, respectfully

submitted, that an appropriate course of action by this com-

‘mittee would be to include in "i.earning: Tradition and

Change in the Northwest Territories" and any documents emanating

therefrom a specific waiver of any minimum student enrollment
and'the'maintenance of any minimum student enrollment in res-
pect of the proposcd Sepérate Catholic Education pivision which
will be created in substitufion for the present Separate
Education District #2.

The ‘proposed segregation of grades 11 and 12 from the school

system presently administered by the Board of Trustees is

viewed with utmost’ concern, Such a proposal is perceived

as having associated with it ramifications which ;ay not be
readily épparent and it clearly invites comment with respect
tﬁe righf'to maintain and enjoy certain guaranteed religious
rigﬁts.i The Board.of Trustees is, however, for the purposes

of this brief concérned with the proposed splitting of a viable,
healthy sys:2m of education. As a Board of'a Separate School
System, the Board of Trustees is of the view that 1t§ mandate f
it to provide full edugational services for those peréoqs of

the Roman Catholic faith within its Territorial.juriadiction.

Any propoéal that would have the result of reducing the'abiii;y

.of ghe Board of Trustees to.ptovide those services would of nec-
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cesalty result in Loth political and legal éhiliéhgbi ié such
proposals. Such a qours; of action on the part of the Bcatd‘
must clearly be seen by the members of this Committee as being'
unavoidable, bearing in mind those legal guaram:ee.s afforded
Sepa.rate School Systems and bea;'ing in nmind the accountal?ility
required of those invest:;d vith the care and stewardship‘of the
Separate School System. It is respecttfully submitted that while
éhe concept of an Arctic College serving a high scl{ool function
for outlying education divisions may well be desﬁ:ab}e it is
inappropriate to apply those same co.nsideratibns to the Separate
Education District #2. Further, the Board of T;-ust:ées respectfully
. subn;:lt:s that as the Separate School System, as presently established
. meets >311 the needs of the community it serves, the ;eméval of
grades 11 and 12 will seriéusly and detrimentally ~aff;act the ab~
i1ity of the Board to meet those needs, and accordingly any
Sepirate Catholic Education Division to be created must include
grades 11 and 12. B ‘ e

_' It must be born in mind that the thrust of "Learning: Tradition and

Change in the Northwest Territories" is community developed and serviced

edu.cation. ‘That being the case, it canno.t be:forgotten that the . Roman
Catholic community is as much an identifyable community as.is‘an ethnic:
or cuitural grouﬁ. Clearly, if this 'Commitl:ee is to give.effect to mean~
. :lngful comnunity partic;.pation .in the creation and ‘maintaining of boéh ‘
educational ;:urricula and systems for the delivery of those curricula

effect must be giveh to the requests of the Board above identified.
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Baving cxpressed the forcgoing concerns, the Board wishes to inddcats
that there ere many aspects of 'Learning: Tradition and Change in the

Northwest Territories’ that are positive and forward looking with rupl\ct

to education in the Northwest Territories.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

» Chairman of the Board ,oh
.0f the Board of Trustees of the .
knife Separate Education District #2.
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