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UERE MR PARKER:

i MOULD BE VERY GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD READ THIS OUT
TG THE LEGISLATIVE RSSEMELY AT A CONVEMNIENT MOMENT
DURING THIS SESSION,

Ot BEHRLF OF THE METIS PEOPLE OF THE MACKENZIIE YALLEY.

! WISH TO EXPRESS MY STRONG CONCERN ABOUT THE REPORT OF

THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND THE MRHNER 1IN

WHICH IT 18 BEING HANDLED., IT SEEMS THART THERE HRS BEEN

NG DECISION AS TO HOW TO DISCUSS THE REPORT IMW AN ORGANIZED
FASHION. THE STATUS OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE. THE STATE

OF ANY DRAFT LEGISLATION AND THE GENERAL PROCESS OF DEALING
WITH THE MATTER ARRE UNCLERR.

SZOCIATION SUFPORTS IN PRINCIPLE MANY OF THE
ORMARRD IM THE INTERIH AND FINARL REPORTS OF
Tk L COMMITTEE. CONCERNS MWITH THE DROP GUT RRTE:
Zﬂﬁ EGU TE ADULT EDUCATION AHD TRAINIMG: AND COMRUNITY
CONTROL HAVE BEEM HIGH ONW OUR LIST OF FRIORITIES.

JER HHILE THE COMMITTEE HAS DEEN IHNOVATIVE RNE
INRTIVE IN FPRESENTING THESE IDERS, IT OFFERE VERY LITTLE
£ WRY OF CONCRETE OR FRACTICAL SUGGESTIGHE, HOMW
UCH MEW SYSTEMS EBE IHPLEMENTED AND HMADE FUMCTIOMAL®
THE WECESSARY DECIZIONS EBE MADEYT HOW HILL IY
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FURTHER THERE ARRE ARERS NOTICERELY MISSING FROM THE
CﬂVMITTEE'Q FINRL REPORT. THERE IS VIRTURLLY NO DISCUSSION

GF HOW ZTANDARDS BRE TO IE ECTARL ISHED AND MATNTRINED.

OUR CHILDREN MUST NOT BE SHORT CHANGED BY INARLEGURTE

GRADE LEVELS AND PROBLEMS WITH PORTRBILITY OF STANDARRDS.

THIS ARPPLIES TO THE SCHODLS: THE RRLCTIC COLLEGE AND THE

TRRINING OF TERCHERS, HUCH OF THE FUTURE OF THE NORTH

15 AFFECTED AND DICTATED BY ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL FACTORS

IN SOUTHERN CANADA AND ELSEWHERE., A SYSTEM WHICH

FREPRRES YOUNG PEOPLE ONLY FOR LIFE IN THEIR HOME COMHUNITY

15 A CRIPPLING HANDICAF IN A WORLD FULL OF TOUGH DECISIONE

ﬁhD CHOICES. THE METIS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN PART OF SEVERAL
ULTURES AND HE HAVE rﬁOMN STRONG THROUGH THAT. LET US HOT

ZEﬁ‘hTE ODURSELVES NOW BY BURYING OUR COLLECTIVE HERDS

It THE RIVEREANK.

THERE 1S ALSO VERY LITTLE DISCUSSION ON HHART THE GOALS
GF EDUCATION ARRE. EDUCATION IS MOT ONLY TRRINING FOR
EHPLOYMENT OR R WRY OF REINFORCING CULTURES. HE FEEL
YERY STRONMGLY THART EDULCATION - EOTH FORMAL RND INFORMAL.
FOR EOTH CHILDREN AND RDULTS - MUST PREPARE PEOPLE FOR
CIFE. 1T MUST ENARELE THEM TO DEFINE AND SOLVE PROELEMS
Nﬁ MAKE CHOICES OF ALL KINDS -~ IMTELLECTUAL. ECGN“VIV-
SOHAL: POLITICAL AWD SOCIAL. THIS IS A WERY SERIOUS

EUSI“ESS- A5 THE COMMIYTEE NOTED IN ITS INTERIM REPORT
B OSYSTEM WHICH HARS NOT DEFINED ITS GOALS IN COMSULTRTION
“ITH THE FEGPL’ IT SERVES WILL NOT BE MUCH OF AN IWFROVEMENT.

RE 15 MUCH WORK LEFT T4 BE DONE IN THIEZ RREA EEFORE KE
ET INMSTRLLING ERAND NEW ETRUCTURES,

I WOULD LIKE TO MAHE OME FINARL FOINT CONCERMING LANGURGE.
WNE RECOG™IZE THE IMPORTANCE OF LRNGUAGE AND OF THE OFRAL
TRADITION IH MAINTAINING AND STRENGTHEMING THE HMATIVE
CULTURED ME STRONGLY DEFEND THE RIGHT OF PRRENTE TO
AE % CHILDREN EDUCATED IN THE LAMGUAGRE OF THE HOHE,
E &ND ALSO THE LEGISLATIVE RESEMELY RRE LEFT IH
OF B DILEMHR. MOST METIS FEOFLE UEZE ENGLIZH RE THEIR
FHAGE AMD MISH TO SEE THEIR CHILDREM EDUCARTED IN ENGLISH.
CRUCIAL COMCERN ARMD THERE HEEDS TO EBE MORE DISCUESION
1% TO BE BERLT HITH:. IT IZ WOT o000 ENDUGH FOR
TTEE TO SIMFLY SRY JLET THE COMMUMITIEZ BECIDES,
=¥ HAOM. HILL THART

T BE DONE?
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"HE HAD HOPED THAT THE REPORT OF THE SPECIAL ZOMMITTEE
NOULD GEMERATE LIVELY AND INFORMED DISCUSSION EY THE
FUBLIL AND ON THE FLOOR OF THE LEGISLATIVE RSESEMBLY.
KOWEVER: THE REFORT HAS ONLY VERY RELCENTLY BEEN AVAILAZLE
TO INTERTSTED FEQPLE: RAND THERE HARS EBEEN NO ORGANIZED.
PUELIC PROCESS FOR GATHERING THE CONCERNS OF LOCAL EDUCATION
AUTHORITIES AND OTHER CONCERNED GROUPS, THE DISCUSSION IN
THE LEGISLATIVE RSSEMBLY SEEME TO HAVE RERCHED SOMEWHRT OF
AN IMPRSEE.

H STFQNFL URGE YOU., MR COMMISSIONER., AND THE MEMEERS OF
THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMELY. TO SLON DONN R LITTLE AND TRERD
CAREFULLY. THE EDUCATIOWAL DEVELOFMENT OF OUR CHILDREN,
AHL THROUGH THEM THE FUTURE OF OUR CHILDREN: AMD THROUGH
THEM THE FUTURE OF OUR HOMELAND: IS FAR TOOD IHPORTANT TO

BE HURRIEDLY DISCUSZED. WE HAYE LIVED HWITH AN IHARDEGURTE
EDUCATION SYSTEM FOR THIS LONG, LET US NOT RUSH HEARDLONG
IHTO R NEW ONE WITHOUT TARKING THE NECESSARY STEFS TO ENSURE
THRT IT 15 AN IMFROVEMEHT. AND THART IT WILL TRULY EMCOURAGE

E

FARTICIPATION OF THE FEOPLE IT MUST SERVE.
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IATION WOULD WELCOME THE OFFORTUNITY OF
E RFPEOFE!HTF EGDY IN CRARRYING OUT HE
HORK WHICH LIES ARHEAD IF NWE RRE 7O SEE THIE
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