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The question was raised in Committee of the ’./hole on 

Tuesday,, March 1, 1933 concerning the lack of a quorum 

in Co m m i t t e e, I feel I should clear this point up so 

all Members are aware of the Rules that a p p l y,

The ÍIorthwest Territories Act, Clause 11 subsection (5) 

sets the quorum and I q u o t e: "A majority of the Council,

INCLUDING THE SPEAKER CONSTITUTES A QUORUM," THIS IS 

CONFIRMED IN OUR HOUSE RULES, RULE 5, WHICH STATES: "THE

PRESENCE OF A MAJORITY OF THE ASSEMBLY INCLUDING THE SPEAKER 

IS NECESSARY TO CONSTITUTE A MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 

EXERCISE OF ITS POWERS AS PROVIDED IN THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

Ac t ," This means that 12 Members are required to be present

TO CARRY ON THE BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE,

Concerning a  quorum in Committee of the Whole, Rule 6 9(1) is

QUITE CLEAR AS IT STATES THAT "ĨHE RULES SHALL BE OBSERVED

in Committee of the ’.‘/hole in so far as they are a p p l i c a b l e,"

It is my opinion that Rule 5 concerning quorum applies while 

in Committee of the Wh o l e.

By precedent and practice while in Committee of the Whole in 

this Ho use, the Chairman has not recognized the lack of a 

quorum unless it has been drawn to his attention by a Me m b e r, 

The practice then has been to recess until a quorum of Members 

is present, Rule 6 of this House states and I q u o t e: "If at



THE TIME OF MEETING THERE IS NOT A QUORUM,» THE SPEAKER SHALL 

ADJOURN THE ASSEMBLY AND THE TIME OF THE ADJOURNMENT AND THE

names of M embers present shall be entered in the De b a t e s,"

I AM WELL AWARE THAT THIS REFERS TO THE OPENING OF EACH 

SITTING DAY AND!, IN MY TENURE AS SPEAKER,, HAVE NOT ENFORCED

this Rule and if I had the business of this House would have

BEEN DELAYED BY DAYS AS MEMBERS ARE AWARE, WE DO NOT ALWAYS 

HAVE A QUORUM AT THE HOUR SET FOR DAILY SITTING,

Standing Order 5 of the House of Commons and other references

I HAVE CHECKED IN BEAUCHESNE 208 AND 212 SPELL OUT QUITE CLEARLY 

THE PROCEDURE TO BE USED FOR LACK OF A QUORUM IN FORMAL SESSION

and in Committee of the Wh o l e, In other jurisdictions, if the

ATTENTION OF THE CHAIRMAN IS DRAWN BY A MEMBER THAT THERE IS 

NOT A QUORUM PRESENT THE CHAIRMAN FOLLOWS THE COURSE THE

Speaker would take as if the House was in formal s e s s i o n, If 

the Chairman ascertains that 12 Members are not present he

LEAVES THE CHAIR, THE HOUSE RESUMES, AND, ON HIS REPORT, THE

Speaker has the Clerk count the Hous e, and if there is not a

QUORUM, HE MUST ADJOURN THE ÜOUSE FORTHWITH UNTIL THE NEXT

sitting d a y , In the House of Commons, the Speaker, upon

DETERMINING THAT A QUORUM IS LACKING, SHALL ORDER THE BELLS 

TO RING FOR NO LONGER THAN 15 MINUTES AND IF ON A COUNT THERE 

IS STILL NO QUORUM, ADJOURNS THE HOUSE UNTIL THE NEXT SITTING 

DAY, I

I HAVE A CONCERN THAT IF WE CONTINUE TO LOSE A QUORUM IN COMMITTEE
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OR FORMAL SESSION,» I WILL HAVE. TO USE POJLE 6 OF OUR HOUSE AND 

ADJOURN UNTIL THE NEXT SITTING DAY, I HAVE DISCUSSED THE 

MATTER WITH THE DEPUTY SPEAKER AND DEPUTY CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEE 

AND THEY, LIKE ME, DO NOT WISH TO HAVE TO PLACE RIGID RULES

on Members, I have therefore instructed the Chairmen of 
Committee that if it is drawn to their attention by a Memeer 
that the Committee lacks a quorum that the Chairman will ring

THE BELLS FOR 15 MINUTES AND IF AFTER THAT TIME NO QUORUM IS 

PRESENT, HE WILL RISE AND REPORT THE MATTER TO THE SPEAKER,

I am sure Members will appreciate that the Speaker and Chairmen 
of Committee have to ensure that the business of the House is 
conducted according to the Rules and in an efficient and expedient 
manner, I, therefore, trust Members will reflect on my

STATEMENT AND CONDUCT THEMSELVES ACCORDINGLY.

March 6, 1983



Tabled Document No. л I -$ "*(» ) 
Tabled

> V bn>< t><btVTc

ЬП1»^!С o.L L ' сг'Г crb

bflLn*" _эГс

'At



I

<JA‘d^aV>t> 'kD“ ЬПЬЭЛ‘ а <ъПио Г с ЬЛЬЧ>^С , L<V 1, 1983 LP«*«r, A^ASj<Jbc C  «г'Г‘ а к 

ЬП1 >0 PC . 1><Ы>РПГ<ПЛ< Л Cl ‘(.W'* ГЛЛ<П»> rc I r-l r-t>tbnr>̂ JC <W>M«.<1<l.r ЧГ>^Ь 

Д» H  .

j>Q.cr>4< L c - l^ -M W , n n ^ V L ^ b 11 ДсДлг ( 5 )  ,V L ' L c a L L 'o T ‘ (rk ЬП1_гЧ>^с 

<L L.3 > W o - 'b>4,: " < Г * * а > ^  Ь П 1 » ^ С , Ûc W j J i>Vbnt>^b bnLrk>Vo-b q.l Lb Пс P -

PLJ‘ a.'b> 'b, " C‘ a > ^ b nn^VL^c-Q 1 Lc L e Lc-i>tbnt>^c Lc-lVa-b ЬПЬЛ'-.эГ1 , <ЗЭ<ИЬ St>^b

5, > V bPL‘ L c ALba > ^ b: 'U jrVo-^S»^ Ac X T j P0 bnLPt>4JC ЬЛЬ<АЧа о-ь A a V b>c

И><ЬЛ>^ГЬ bflLcr^ <тРЛь A ^ a ' o - V ^ j  W V L ' L H J  Лас PO* Lc -l1” ^O 'Lr. "

CLa o.t>^b D P V b>'b ALa at>^b 12-'J^Q <Vb>c bHLcr<Pnb Ьс-1оПМ>Рс Дь j>*«ma a-b .

ЬЛЬЭа а*ьЛь о Г с aL Lb PPLa-'r o-b b n L » P r , 0Э01Ь St>^'b 6 9 ( 1 )  ЭРРа о.с РО'ьэ<ь 

> W L *  L c ALfcat>^b "Lc-tb St>^c > yr‘'bDíbC>Í7a<3Vb>c ЬП1_ЭГ>" а 'ьЛь j>Pc a c<‘ ЭЯЧ,- 

Л'-^ГС . ''  APL^'U- 0Э01/Ь 5 Ay^ n V O *b l,PL^c У Л М ' с г Г а 1 O P*- a< Lc bnLDA‘ a <b-  

Л*-оГс .

<D>‘ a <b<bC>c Lcb <b C>fco bnLDA‘ a ttnb jC ,  ЬЛЦ^

sbc Pafrcr* сРГ crb РРОсг ><Ы>У ^>1ЛГ bnLi^><bC>^Jc . C  a АсГКь C>c .ЛЛОЪ'Ь* C*b> 'b 

PPOo- bHLPc aL LbP lA C .  ODOCb 6 c*<a- bnL< Ana o-b M » V L ‘ LC <L L j  > V b>4:
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ЬП1_аУ«1-<‘ГГ j r c b n L ^ a c .> T c Эс ЬПЬ<С V  >  at>o<Ic.t>tbLC  , >ЪП

СЬПС <.К_̂->С.Ь <__̂ ,-ГчЛс l>rîLo'Te'wb "í' '_J Uu4 > tk_ OUÛ C

< l L j  b f lL ^ 'O ^ V L ^  Lc-Lc->(*lc < ÍW C n n q 'bC >^n< lVba < n L ^П ь О О П а . "

£ * a  A N n V ‘P L c bflL Г < Я ггьП'- _эГс « L L j  , O V n t ^  j l ,  <D<Jl<bP  

<Ю<г<ьЛс P clC ^ oI .  < L L j  Ь Ш / А С » ^  ЛсП<1Гиь J bnL<rl>^b Л З А Ч П 4 - ‘

> '- о З <ь̂ Пь Ь П 1 » ^ С СО ГЧ , Ч>Г>Н_' H  L C , t>c jC tlc ЬП1_Г«с-<^1с С 

ДЪЧГ ЛГ<АГЬ’П<*ЬздС с Па «г V > a t > j « 4 _ C .

L<rLccr Л Г< íbDCt>rL'sí<;b <)Э*Г ЬП1_<Аь ^<]Чь о- Lc-l/b 5 < 4 o  <Н‘Га *c 
«bO^SVLc-qL Ь Ш > С ТГР«1/сП'Го- 2 0 8 -Г  <Lb  2 1 2 - Г  > V br l ‘ LC 

tb d< Lc-b CM»fW<?-c Ь Ш > С <bs ^ a > j < » a r J)c b f l A b ^«Пь ^ Г с <3l U j  

bnLDA‘ a M,n t‘oPc . < Р 'Г а  Л сПН>%!о-,ЬП1»^Гь > V b3 V b< c ûl r^<>cnb jc

b n i> c H>4 Paat>J < ^ íb<r'ra 0-b дь р < о с п ^ ь >çb a < ^ ,;b>çb > v bn_ic < Lt j  w w *

ЪП1_Аь^<1Пе Л-ЦЬ’' ь> ,:ь. Ab r 'O C 'h  'ЬОМо- 'b4 > a ! > o < 3 c ЬГП >С 1 2 - J D b

> < b РЦ‘ГСЭ С Дь г ^ Р а а Ч И ьЭ 'ь,ЬГП,Аь ^ < Р Г < ^ 'ЬЭС , < Ll_j,i>o-b 6Л^о-ь do-,

i> v bn > ^ b < Lt j  n n q < m  o.ASAt^ibDc ,< l L j  ь ш > с ^ O ao.>j«<b< c , b m ^ w p ^ n < c b 

PPOo- Р \Г < г 'Г  bDLo->a<)3Jc >jo-<3b . < D ^ r c , O V bn>^V b l> r4 Ja- ЬП1_£С 

S s ^ a > j O c ,r;<<rttn n a > S ^ b 1 5 - Г  crPI>< О 'К ^ 'Г  j a  <JL L  J  V  ^о-Оо<'Га açb< C  , 

ЬПЬПсГк!а 6 -с ^ '0 'ь РР<5сг Р \Гс- 'ьГ bnLa>Lb’<;bD r <Ь»<а '1 '“<с .

Ac'CjiTbqu ъпи^>с çb4 ̂о.[>'ьс сдь aibo-<çb<c ът.: Aaa.<biToC
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> < < > С Г С ЬГИ_ЭД*а< Лс j>Pc , O a < a a < 4 L  <ОП<Ч,1)Гь u.SI>n‘L 6 Cb <(Г Л 4, л* 

ûj<a <J-1— э .оЧОД*а.Ьс.С>< jC b í l L ' a ^  <' Pr'<]ob . CL* а ><U>r'Wir c-X* J 

Эк c-fl!rt>̂ Jc ><bt>Jc Ol L j  Dk r N J c Д1 r'OC» Jc ЬЛ» Lf^cc <LL j C < d<, 

r* j  X ^ S  A JLaÎ7tTa O.L C« d<r4 Lrlb M>a‘̂ D c r k C< d^'L Дс_ГЯ>^.</ , CALc- 

А Г ^drVLM, A ' V O C X n  C* dao ЬП'Lr^cAMr C< d< W D C > b <C CLIM~4 

C< d a V  ДсГ>Х<гс C< d<] aL L J* cr^Lo.b'' LC bfl'LM^ C l a A V O O ^

X c r ' nrWCo-O' po- Xo-t>LP  15 Ter4 <3LLo 'ЬД^Ь'Г* a" <c ЬП' L>db SAC aL Lb -  

r'c.O'T* q.< <C, C<d« t>UVb St>x“ i>cbtVC>jnb C <rJJ'L >ЪПХ_1С .

>h A?r,b bL C < d< Дс.Г^>^Дс <dA<b b^' LC C< d< > Ъ П Х <  j Дс r ' O C W 5 j  

C< dacr ЬП' Lr*Sc.\Wcr АагЧ' C>b-n<WDo-fc А^ППС ̂ A ^ b L C  CL lo- Ы Т  LA* Г 

C< d« Lc-b0 ^ n < b D c Lc-b j P  <L Lo bLb->c r^<<: _эПь Aar'O' Ct>c г><Р рПь . CALc- 

X I ,  ЛМУР^Ч,, C< d< ДсГИ>ч!Дс CLDri О Ъ Х П Ч О  C L o-b а сГ<Зс ̂ <3çdt j<< <b .

L4 F* 6, 1963
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