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To the Reader.

This small book is offered to the people of 
Nunavut, all Canadians and anyone else in­
terested in the history and political evolution of 
our unique part of the world. It is published by 
the Nunavut Constitutional Forum (NCF) which 
is composed of elected representatives of the 
people of Nunavut and whose task is to pro­
mote and facilitate the disoussion of public 
issues required to bring into being a Nunavut 
government. We hope that in 1983 we will 
have not only completed the drafting and 
public approval of a constitution, but will also 
have received the co-operation of the national 
government in Ottawa to put the new struc­
tures in place.

In this present book we attempt to make sense 
of the many strands and details of northern 
life, especially in the period since World War 
Two, and indicate how our public life has been 
shaped by them. This understanding is crucial 
because to date we have been hampered by 
debates reflecting the strongly held views of in­
dividuals and particular interests. It has proven 
difficult if not impossible to discuss trends and 
events, let alone future developments, because 
of failure to work from a generally accepted 
set of facts. The history of the north remains to 
be written, and will require many hands sifting 
much material: what is offered here is a 
preliminary sketch which may provoke some
interest in that larger project. But also, we 
hope that an understanding of the great 
distance northerners have travelled, and the 
political milestones which have passed so 
rapidly in recent years, will help Canadians 
south and north understand the urgency and 
required shape of mature political forms. 
Northerners need responsible government, and 
in a form which is suited to their past, their 
cultures, their circumstances today and their 
hopes for the future.

The other members of NCF —  Kane 
Tologanak, Minister of Health and Social Ser-

TAIGOAGAHOAKTOMUT,

UNA MAKPIGANOAK TON IYAOYOMAYOK I4UNA- 
TIAMIOTANUT INUNGNUT, KANATAMIOTAVUT TA- 
MAINUT KINATKUNVTLU KANGIKHIOMAYONUT 
KANUGILIOGUTAINIK INUHIPTA PITKOHIPÎA TAI­
WAN I MAKPIGATYIOKTAN NUNAVUT TUN(iAVIK-
HALIKINIKKUT KATIMAYIKYQAT ILAKAKTCN IN- 
UNGNIK NUNAVUTMIOTANIK HAVAGAHOAKTONIK 
PIVALLIANIKKUT INUIT PtOMAYAINIK TUHiV-TA 
KAKAKTITAILUTIKLU INUNGNUT HON A VALU N- 
GNIK KAVAMAKALIGIANGANI NANMININGVIIK NU- 
NAVUTMI. PIOMAYOGUT 1983 Ml INIGUM/PLUGU 
TITIGANGNIALU INUITLU ANGIKAGU TUNGAVIK- 
HAK, KIHIMILU IKAYUKTAOTYUTIKHANIK ATAVA- 
MIT NIGIOKNIAKTOGUT KAVAMAINIT HAVANGNIA- 
GUT HAFUMA.

UVANI MAKPIGAMI KANGIKHITTIAGAHOAKPAKTA- 
VUT INUHIT INUIT OKIOKTAKTOMIOTAN, TALVALU 
ANGUYALIKTONI AIPPANI NAONAIGAHOAKLUGU- 
LU KANUGITYUTIGIVAGA INUHIPTA TAYA. HAMNA 
KANGIKHITTIANGNIK PIOMAYAKKUT OKAUTIGI- 
KATANGNIKKUT KAYOMIKTAOVAKAPTA TAYA IN­
UIT PITKOHITIGUTLU PIOMAYAITIGUTLU AYON- 
GNAKTOK OKAOTIGIYAMI INUHITLU KANUGILIO- 
GUTAILLU, TALVALU HIVUNIKHAVUT KANLGILIO- 
GUTIKHAIN HAVANGINAPTA ANGIKTAOHIMAITO- 
NIT HONAVALUNGNIT PIYAOHIMAYONIT. CKIOK- 
TAKTOM KANUGILIONGNIT TAIMANI TITIGAK- 
TAOYOKHAN AOLAYOITON AMIHUNIK HAVAK- 
TIKANGNIAKHUNI NAONAIYAGAHOAKHUGU TA- 
HAMNA; UVANI TITIGAKHIMAYOK HIVLLUINGMIK 
KUVIAGIYAONIAGUNAKHIOK ANGITKIAKOI TAL- 
VUNA PIYAOYOKHAKKUT. KIHIMI IMA, KAhGIK- 
HITYUTIN OKIOKTAKTOMIOTAN AULLANGNIAN 
NUNANUN ONGAHIKTONUT TALVALU KAVAMALI- 
KINIKKUT PIHIMAYAIN KILAMIK KANGIKHIMAYON 
OKIONI ONGAHINGITUNI, IKAYUTIKHAOGALOIT 
KANATAMIONUT KANGIKHITYUTIKHAGALOANGIT 
KAVAMAUKINIOP KANUGINNIKHAITNUT. OKIOK- 
TAKTOMIOT KAVAMAKAKTOKHAN NAKUYUMIK 
IMA HIVULLINGNUT NAKUYUNUT PITKOHIHNUT-
LU UBLUMILU KANUGINITNUT PIOMAYAINUTLU 
HIVUNIKHAPTINGNI.

ILAOYOT NUNAVUT TUNGAVIKHALIKINIKKUT KA- 
TIMAYIKYOAT — KANE TOLOGANAK, MINIÍTAO  
YOK NUNATIAM AYOKHAKTOLIKIYINI ANNAIKTO- 
LIKIYINILU TALVALU NUNATIAM MALIOGALIOKT1A 
— KITIKMECNI; JOHM AMAGOALIK. ATANIGIYAT 
INUIT TAPITISAT; PETER GREEN. ATANIAT COPE 
KUT — TAMAPTA UVAGUT HAMNA ILINGNUT TAI-
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vices in the Northwest Territories; M L.A., 
Kitikmeot; John Amagoalik, President of Inuit 
Tapirisat of Canada: Peter Green, President of 
COPE (the Committee for Original Peoples' 
Entitlement) —  join me in asking that you 
reflect on the material here presented. We 
hope that by learning something about our part 
of Canada and the way we see it. you will be 
encouraged to assist us and all the people of 
Nunavut, both Inuit and non-lnuit, in achieving 
our political goal of equality with other 
Canadians.

Sincerely,

Dennis Patterson. M.L.A.. Frobisher Bay. 
Associate Minister for Aboriginal Rights 

and Constitutional Development, and
Minister of Education.

Chairman, Nunavut
Constitutional Forum.

March 10, 1983

GOAKUYAKKUT IHOMATiLLU KANGIKHЮМАY,V-
VUT.
IHOMAPLUTA KANGIKHIKHIGUPTA KANATAPTING- 
NIK KANUGLU TAOTUKTAKKUT. ILVTT IKAYUNG- 
NIAKTAPTIGUT INUIT LU TAMAITA NUNATIAMIO 
TAN INUINAITLU INUINAONGITOLU PINAHOAKHU- 
GU KAVAMALIKINIKKUT HIVINIKHAVUT ATYIKIGI- 
ANGANI KANATAM ILAINI.

UVANGA,

DENNIS PATTERSON. NUNATIAM MALIGALIOKTINI 
ILAYOK, IKALUNGNI IKAYUKTIA MINISTATA KAP- 
LUNANGUNGITON PITYUTIKHAIN TUNGAVIKH<UJ-
KINIKLU. ILIHAKTOLIKIYILLU MINISTAGIYAT.
IKHIVAOTALINGMUT
NUNAVUT TUNGAVIKHALIKINIKKUT
KATIMAYIKYOAT

< ^ 1

n < a 4 O s a, L c -lf- i> <bn«r Ь П Ь Х > ^ Ь,
A'b̂ Po-c
ro-sCI><;ba><jcr_3 oa^b^hDC^b дс
<3'dt r ao-,r cC Da tL<A ra c r> cj  rV C » L a.oc, 
<T-L.o Г с гЧ _ > П о с г A c 'l o-<l';O c a c r ' J c.

2



Dennis Patterson Kane Tologanak John Amagoliak Peter Green



\7



N U N A V U T  _ o o - > c  N U N A V U T

P \ J < c l > o - e• C h a p te r  O n e  /7 H I V U  L U T  K A N U G IU O G U T A IN  .7
1— — I e n P * -_ > J  1 7 A C R O S S  SPACE  

A N D  T IM E
A G O Y A K T O N IL O

> o . C 4 <rSb
• C h a p te r T w o  /17 A N G O Y A N G IT O IL O  /1 7

^ Q -C  P °* <T 4 O" 4 _5 /1 7 W A R  A N D  PEACE

C h a p te r T h re e  /27 A O L A T IN IK M IN
<J>c_c Р с гч Г с L < L c -rx .«T 4 J c /2 7 F R O M

A D M IN IS T R A T IO N  
T O  P O L IT IC S

K A V A M A U K IN IK M O N  /2 7

_oo_Ac < A  b Э чь r 'L o - 'P  c A M IH O T  N U N A L A T ,
« Г Р П ^ Г ^ ,  _DO_>C C h a p te r  Four /45 A T A O H IK  N U N A V U T  /4 5

/4 5 S EVER A L R E G IO N S , 
O N E  N U N A V U T

N U N A V U T  P IN A H O A G A  /5 3
j k l > C P L o- 4 J c D k P Я 4 <гчь /5 3 C h a p te r F ive /53  

T H E  N U N A V U T

о_яьЬ ч о -<  /5 7

P R O P O S A L

C h a p te r Six /57  
E P IL O G U E

K IN G O U A  /5 7

5





P\J < сП -« гс 
L*-q. J c П P - o J
i a > c r bS ^c >o-b£c-<a ,̂ >r^L^,:b
Л ^П <ЬО Д ьо.1Гс.<ь K L r a < r 'J c. ?г>4<т,
Л Г < l L<;CT-,L A ^ n ^ b '6̂ 1’ C A L 'L o ^  Сги><
<P<]crc n P r « 4 c i> < V L c r 'ro - b
( 'P d '-P jb - '^ n » )  г Л ^ Р ^ Г . LE IF  ER IK SEN 
{c *  Д>п.ьц»“->, -о<ЗЛ ' Jcrci<;bG X r c 
[>Г<]<;ьЭ<;ьПЛсг<;ь <iCC Í V L  
^o.‘;b<r‘;',n cPc.><;bP LP ';b <ЫРСЭ Г Ь C A V Lo - 
S‘;bP<<V<]<r<;bn ^ r ,: CAbd< o . ^ r ^ j V  
Q.S'bib<c.l><;bP LP c t>r<3<:̂ < l<:bDÇbn[><^t><:bDc, 
CAL Д 'а-Ч  Í ~ cl AD>abS l  
nP<’bbeI><;brJ L5><;b baC t> c 'bD Jc, 0 > 'L  
nP 'h t'o -'h^J '-JO - 'P P ^ Í  j ‘ J C.

> r < ^ < lbdc ПРС̂ П Ь Pt > 'c .J c 
PS 'b̂ n b <;bb'n.<lbdc х х ^ ^ Э А о - ^ П 6. 'Ь ^ а с 
^о.Я ‘ Гао-ь Л С 'Ь 'Г ^ о - ^  A ^ â P T '- j 
P d A ^ > ^ n b, г-ЧДЧэ *b*bb Дс 'b ‘ Ld-cDc

« d 'V 'P 'V  _DQ_d̂ b D > ^ A bâ j ^ ( r  
Д_эДС0<]_э£’<'Ь,?СГ. -OO-J*'*’ 
Р<<гР<Г^п.<ЬГЧэсгьРь C>CD<I.

С Д L £ bd<l 'P P 'h ío 'rh  o.o-PP6\<í-c C A L ‘ a  
>crbÊ‘:b V ,;b>c o.o-^Po-b. £ bd<! < b C 'jn fc 
At>n.bSadc <Pa-<bD£\crĩ>'ic, ^ b̂ n b,
A J L 'C ^D A cr[>Lj<l';b̂ n b о .^ 'ьЭс-гГ ь 'b '-jcL0 
^Q .q‘ r C! ' l ^ bD r b ХО.ГЬ £<<T CLCT^Porh
Ô O < i r j  o - I X ^ Ô r j ,  < lL j  Ocrbbcr
> <îb<;bP L > Çb С>'ЬД°'о-<:ь< го’ 'Г “'х)с < l L j  
n n q ^ P L P ^ c ^ b '^ o -  
o->*\ 'b 'C O íT V b 'C “о-'Г-лС 
<bl>1rc -> ? n ,:b<bcC,:< r*r*-jt j  Д л гсгь
Д^ьPc“^<r*'j3• р с Í°-CL c-< A O abS°-
A r, £ j jn < b A V < r , \?<r D‘ t L<A ,:b V ,;J c 
<3-̂ а,,Г°'сгп.Ь'Гcrb ПРс|£ <:ьС Г o-c^jo- <M_j
S“ ro-bS r< rb 'P c r '^ t r  b n L P ÍP L ^ o -^ ^ c r ,
PP<lo- C L V  P ^dnr^-C »j< l r°'cr,;b> <;b Д ^ л с 
Д<ьг«л*-о A c . o n jL ^ V ^ L a V ^ o - P ' - j  
APLc-C>Pnr^rJ3C, PP<lo- 
P"dObS o < I V ^ n b Э Ч Ч Д ЧЬССV *L .o c

Chapter One 
ACROSS SPACE 
AND TIME
The Nunavut storv is not in the first instance a 
political one. However, it enters the history of 
the European peoples at the beginning of their 
experience in the New World. Leif Eriksen. the 
Norwegian sailor whose father established the 
Greenland colony at the height of the Viking 
Age, was the first European to set foot in what 
is now Canada. He did so on Baffin Island.

They sailed right up to the shore and cast 
anchor, then lowered a boat and landed. 
There was no grass to be seen, and the 
hinterland was covered with great 
glaciers, and between glaciers and shore 
the land was like one great slab of rock. It 
seemed to them a worthless country.

So the vikings described th* ir ‘‘discovery '.
The Eriksens were more interested in the 
timberlands and meadows farther south in 
Labrador and Newfoundland. The sagas record

HI VU LUT KANUGIUOGUTAIN

ONIPKAK NUNAVUTIKKUT KAVAMALIKIYONIK 
ONIPKANGUNGITOK IMA OKAOTIKAKTOK 
HIVULLINiK INUNGNIK ONGAHIKTUM! NUNAL- 
INGNIK KANUGILIOGUTAILU NUTAMUT NUNA- 
MUNGAGAMIK. LEIF ERIKSEN NORGEGIANGLYOK 
ANGUTA GREENLANDMI NUTUK TAIMANI, HI'AJL- 
LiUYOK AHININGMIOTAK NUNAMI HAMANi TAIVA- 
GAKOT KANATAMIK IMA KIKIKTALUKMI

TIKITPIAKHOGO NUNA PIYON KIHAKHUTIK KA- 
YANOAKUT NUKALiMivTCN TAKONGITON IVIN- 
NIK, NUNALU TAKUNGITAN NILAKANGMAT Hl- 
NALU OYAGAKYOATUN ITTUNI. TALVUNA NO­
NA NAKUNGITUKHATUN ITUUK.

TAPKOA INUIT NUNAMUNGAOYON TALVUNGA Hl- 
VULLIT OKAOTIGIVAGAN TAMNA NUNA "NALVAK- 
TATIK." ERIKSEN KUT NAPAKTOLIK NUNA NAKO- 
GIKIYAGIGAMIKU OPAINAKPAGAN LABRADOR Ml- 
LU NEWFOUNDLAND MILU ONIPKALU OKAH MA- 
YON OPAKATANGNINIK NUNANIK HAPKUNiNGA 
TITIGAHIMAYOKLU IMA INUINAITLU ITKILITLO 
NIOVIKVIKATAOTAIN AMIKKUT KOYAGINAK KIHI- 
Ml IHOIGUHUTIGIVAKTON TAIMANI. LEIF ERIKSEN 
IHOMALUGIVAGA TUNGAVIKHILIKINIKKUT PIYAK- 
HANI NUTAMI NUNAMI TAMNALU MALIGALICKTI- 
NIKNIK KIHIMI NAGLIKHAKTIPLUGIN ILANI ALLA- 
LU IHOMAGINGITAN HAMNA INUINAILU ITKIULLU 
iHOMAGINGITAIN PINAHOAKTAMIKKUT. TAPKOA 
NORWEGIAN KUT ОКЮКТАКТОК NUNAVULLUNIT 
NAKUNGINAHOGIGAMIKKU PINAHOAKTAMIKKUT 
KANGIKHIYAN PIVALLIANAKNIK OKIOKTAKTCMl 
NUNAMI KAKUGUNGUKMAN OKOA GREENLAND 
NORSE KUT ATUKPAGAIN HONAVALOIT PIYATIK 
NUNAMIT TALVANGA NIOVIOTIGIPLUGIN PIOMA- 
YAMINGNIK EUROPE MIT. ОКЮК TAMAN AULLAK- 
PAKTON GREENLAND MUT KIKIKTALUNGMULLU 
HUNA ALLANULLU KIKIKTANUT KAN AT AM IOTANI. 
IHOAKHAKTAOTYAGIKTUMIK ATUKHUTIK AU.- 
LANGNIMIK. TAPKOA NORWEGIAN KUT NANUK- 
TAKPAKTON AMINIK PIOMAPLUTIK TUGALINGNIK- 
LU TUGANGNINIK PIOMAPLUTIK AIVINGNIKL’J 
AMIN ATUGUMAPLUGIN AKHUNAGIOMAPLUGIN 
UMIAMINGN! KALAALLU TUYOGAHOAKHUGIN 
AHINUT NUNANP4JNUT EUROPE Mi IMA AKITON- 
GMATA.
KAKUGUNGUNGMAT EUROPE MIOTAN UMIA.GIT 
NALVAKPAGAIN KILALUGAKAKTULLU IKALUK- 
NAKTOLLU GREENLAND MILU KIKIKTALUNGtfILU 
IMA IKALUKHIOKV1NIKHUT1K KAGNIKTAKHAINIK

I
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their repeated visits to those areas where both 
trade and conflict with Inuit and Indians oc­
curred. Leif Eriksen even worried about his 
constitutional rights in the New World and his 
power to organise a legislative assembly, but 
apart from causing some bloodshed between 
his family and others, this made no impression, 
least of all on the Inuit and Indians whom he 
never thought to include in his plans. If the 
Norwegians found arctic or Nunavut areas 
‘‘worthless-’ for their immediate desires, they 
quickly learned of the riches of the north. They 
harvested the polar bears for their skins, 
walrus and narwhals for their ivory tusks, 
walrus too for the tough ships’ cables to be 
made from their hides, and falcons for the 
courts of Europe, all of which were shipped 
home where they were highly prized and highly 
paid for. Soon the well-being of the Greenland 
Norse depended on trading those riches for 
the European staples and comforts they longed 
for. Yearly expeditions to north Greenland, and 
just as probably to Baffin and other islands on 
what is now the Canadian side of Baffin Bay, 
were well organised.
Later generations of European captains from 
many countries also found the rich whaling 
and fishing grounds of Greenlandic and Baffin 
waters. The major industry which developed 
outlasted the Viking era and reached forward 
in time until the more continuous interest of 
Europe in a possible Northwest Passage and 
the arctic trade in the furs and fish of northern 
Canada. While these Europeans may have had 
little respect for the arctic lands, the arctic 
waters attracted them from the first, and like 
the people of the area, the Inuit, they were ful­
ly aware of the wealth those waters offered.
Europe’s first perspective on the Americas was 
of the arctic seas and the bleak lands lying 
among them. Europeans knew the arctic 
economy long before the farming and fur 
potential of a North America developed around 
the Great Lakes and the Atlantic seaboard. It 
is remarkable that so little emphasis is given to
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HAPKOA OKION VIKING KUT ATUKHIMAYA N Hl- 
VUNIKHAMINUTLU PIPLUTIK EUROPE KUT IHO- 
MAGILIMATIGO TAMNA NORTHWEST PASSAGE 
UNA APKUTIKHAKHIONGNIK NIOVIKATANGNIKLU 
AMINGNIKLU IKALUKNIKLU KANATAMIT. EJROPE 
MIOTAN PITYAGINGITKALOAKHUGIN NUNAN OKt- 
OKTAKTOMI TAGIONGIT ALIAGIYAIN HIVULLIKKUT 
INUINAKTUTAOK KANGIKHIYAIN PIPALLIANAK- 
TON.

EUROPE MIOTAN IHOMAGIYAIN NUNAN AMERI­
CAN! IMA TAGIONGINATON NUNALLU TAHAMANI 
KOVIANAITOKHATON ITTON. NIKIKHANIK MAOTI- 
NIGLU AMILIKINIKLU GREAT LAKES NI (TAHIKYO- 
ANI) ATLANTIOPLU TAGIONGANI PIYAOGIT LLUGU 
KANGIKHIMALIKTAN ATULIKTAN TAMNA PITKO- 
HIK. AGLINGNAKTOK HAMNA HIVULLIT КАЧА- 
TAMI IHOMAGIYAOYOITON TITIGAIT TAYA iHOAK- 
HAKTAOGALOAKHUTIK.

KIHIMI NUNAVUTLU NUNALLU NAPAKTOLIDP KU- 
LANI KANATAMI TAYA PITKOHINIK ATUKTL N Kl- 
VALLINIONGITONIT UALININGMIONIT KIHIMI. 
INUKKAN ICE AGE Ml TAIMANI TAM MALI NtiMATA 
INUGIAKHILIKTOK IKIOKTAKTOK BERING TAGION- 
GANIT BERING STRAIT MUT. NUNANUNGACTON 
ASIA MIT KANATAMUT GREENLAND MUTLU KO- 
PANGMUTLU LABRADOR MUTLU NUNALIOKHU- 
TIK MIKIYONIK NAYOKTAKHAMINGNIK. NALVAK- 
HIOKTILLU ILITOKHOIYILLU ILITOKHOIHIMMAK-



APSb̂  o-íb o-'PbS<rb
A<t c-<lt'!>^>, r n t- jJ  P c  bo-C ^ CPLo'r'bo- 
A L 'Lo -j, 'b l^LbP bcrct> 'b> c 1>РО^ОЬ^Ь 
lSQ.[>y^ bS<:A > ^ a-Q.V<lJoc. P *L '-jP < ]<:b 
^РО'ОС'ЬЭ'Ь t>o-bGc-t>'bPL^o- bo.Ct>< r bSx»c 
t>,;b[>Pn>t''_><l,;V l , r LLc, P P d o -^ b j^^  
Р ЬЬДСЭ ГЬ > < r^ r< Ia ^ t> 4 n bS 4  
b lT V ^ O  < -^ < ^ 4

CAL -ûQ_ Ус oa. 'dC ,  -oa. CL°’'i.
Р>-сг<1̂ сЭ 'ь bo.C><

>р>сьс<;ьэ<]0. t>0-bbn.b'!>r<lJL';bP L > <:b
0 <;bd<;r[><rt>1r cD<;b [ X lc c r T ' í ^ .
C A L 'L D 'b rS  A<^fc nP<<c-c-<1c-o!><:bP L > <: 
i>P>':bC<:iO J c £ < Ч > ,р П ь «o 'bO * r b̂ o-c. 
£ < * lc t> q sbdc .оа_ЧЛа-с CLt>o. 
l>PO,:bCÇbDbdc <!dPcD _p j £ > 4 j  d<bJ c 
Ô O < f j  P 4 4 .o c, .оа.с-Г><со<Г.эПь 
Д^Г<1^<1‘ ГС5 П [> ^ П Ь. Ac-'dPD^b^o-b
'bO^S'brV A ^ V C A c r 'o -^  <;bI>PS<:bíY
P r 'D A V A o - '^ j  'Po-^fV Pc- 'Ы > ? ^ ь>с 
<!>bc<rn.'bcC,;bCI>d>,;bc'L^<rb Aj3'j3c <]l L-3
< ! A O n ic A V 'b> c Pc-
O ^ ô ^ b ^ 'o -a ^ P A o -V b , PP<3o- 
<:b >P L Д°‘о-<;ь> с Д с Г с ^ 'Р Г 1/  
< n <bí tbn C >P L bo n ,' j  A^AC < Ь ^ П Э С 
ESKIMOS C Д L * L o-c <]cP 'bCí>PLa-l r ‘ ^c 
, b > ^ L » j bCí o-»re-j)b-o C A L V  1_<-\:эПь. 
(PP<o- A_dAc ^ '" C O d L o - T 1̂  CAL^q. 
A > bS<:bP L < tr c-c <3rT^n_f', r LL>Pb 
A W 4 > P L i r LLc, <Пс'с_п.гГ o-Lc- 
CAW >r'LJL, LC A L 4 ;  A oAc.) 1>о.!>РГ 
<:b-oA0'a > ,Lc Дх>Ас 'Ы > М ^ » ,Ь > ^ Г _ 1 С.
í bd<] A^AC « O S l ^ V L 'L C  < ô 4b><
Г ьС\<гс ОД<А <;сг<]‘:ь,рПь Cb<a-LLn_<] J5L_3°'ct-c
A L 'T .  -oa/V AAo-1̂  CdbSl>>c. 'b 'L A o - * ^  
Cdb4 > > c jdq. A ^  A(T'bSc-t>,;bPLt><:bDc:
SD>crAa_lr a'crb ЛС?Ы><Ь̂ П Ь 'b 'L c<A o -»rc. 
CAL A ^ rW ^ L ^ C  ЗсгОо-Я^СОР^ 
(DORSET) А.о*£>с ‘ b D ^ L ^ O ^ a 'f 'c .S  
<b > M ^ t > L j< ' b̂ )«r A c r » L c V r ‘ i»cf r « j  
СД|1ЬП >  dA°- ^о.‘Ьло-Г!>П^с CAb’-Oa-^b^LC 
<;b'-jâ.c <ldPcDn>c .ocl»LC 
'b a -r H l 'V 'C 'V 'L P '1 PLcrO ^

this in Canadian history, although the record is 
now being slowly corrected.

Nevertheless, the Nunavut region, the land ly­
ing beyond the tree-line across northern 
Canada, enters modern human history from 
the west rather than the east. Following the 
retreat of the Ice Age, waves of related 
peoples entered the previously empty arctic 
from the lands around the Bering Sea and Ber­
ing Strait. Moving across the агет from Asia 
through northern Canada into Greenland, they 
also explored down the Quebec and Labrador 
coasts, establishing themselves as small com­
munities. Archeologists and anthropologists 
are still studying and disputing the details of 
these various movements, but it is clear that 
the peoples were related.

They are now all usually called "Eskimo" for 
scholarly convenience, although the Inuit 
themselves reject this foreign word and

TAN HAMNA TAIMAILIONGNIAN INUIT KIHIMI NA 
ONAITOK INUIT TAMANGMIK KATANGUTIGIKTON 
TAIYAOPLUTIKLU "ESKIMO" MIK IHOAGIYANIK 
KAPLUNAN (KIHIMI ATUGUMANGITAN INUIT UN I 
TAINIK ATI Ml NGN IK TAIYAOYOMAPLUTIK IMA 
INUIT) NUNGAOVAKTON BERING TAGIONGANIT 
KILALUGAKHIOKHUTIK. NUNAMIKHAKPAKTONIK- 
TON NAONAITON. IGLUGALOANGIT NUNAM ILOA- 
NITON KALIKAKHUTIK AMINGNIK TU LI MANGIN Kl- 
LALUGAN. KANUK ILAGINGNIN HAPKOA INUIT 
DORSET KUNNUT INUNGNUT NAONAKTOK KIHI­
MI KATANGUTIGIKTON ILIHIMAYAIN KAPLUNA- 
TON BRITAIN MULIAKHIMAYON SCANDINAVIAMIL- 
LU GERMANY MILLU TAIYAOVAKTON IMA "SAX­
ONS” NIKLU "DANES" NIKLU "NORMANS" NIK- 
LU UVAPTINGNIT TAYA HUM IT KAIHIMAGALOA- 
KHUTIK. NALVAKHIONGNIK TAYA KANATAM OKI- 
OKTAKTOANI KANGIKHINAKHINIAGUNAKHIOK 
KANUGININIK iNUIT TAYA TAIMANILU INUTUK- 
KAN DORSET KUT NUNAMI ATAUHINGMIPLUTIK 
INUIT PITKOHIT NALUKHAKTON HAFUMUNA POI- 
GUNGIPLUGIN ALLAN, ILAIT NAKUYON ILAITAOK 
ILAGANAKTON, KIHIMI INUINAIT NUNAGILIKTAN 
OKIOKTAKTOK NALONGINAMIKKU. KANGIKHIMA-
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naturally prefer to be known by their own 
name: Inuit. Only the latest movement, that of 
today's Inuit, is well known. These people 
moved quickly from the Bering Sea to exploit 
the great herds of whales which then moved 
through even high arctic waters. Their camps 
everywhere showed permanence. The charac­
teristic house was dug into the tundra and 
vaulted over by great whale ribs over which 
skins were slung. The precise relationship of 
these people to the Dorset people then living 
in the north is unknown, but is believed to be 
one of close kinship, perhaps like the suc­
cessive waves of peoples into Britain from the 
Scandinavian and north German area who are 
sometimes known to us as "Saxons" and 
"Danes" and "Normans" despite their com­
mon origins. Current archeological research in 
the Canadian arctic promises to throw new 
light on the relations between the modern Inuit 
and the Dorsets at a place where they ap­
parently lived side by side. Inuit tradition is

PLUTIK HONAVALONGMIK NAKOYOMIK TAKOGU- 
MIK PITKOHINIKLU PIPLUTIK iMA APUTINIK IG- 
LUKALIKHUTIK DORSET KUNIT AYOIKTAMINGNIK. 
PITKOHIK KANATAMUNGAKTOK 1200 Nl OK ONI 
ATYIKIKTOK IMALU ATAKATANGIPLUTIK. INUIT 
NUNAIT IHOAKTUNIK ATUKTAKAKPAKTON TALVA- 
LU NUNAN TAMITA ATYIKIKTONIK Р1ТКОН1ИАК- 
PAKTON. ITON HIMIKTAOVAKTON INUNGNI” SIBE- 
TIAMI TAIMANI, GREENLAND NORSE MILU, <A- 
TAKHIMAYOLU UPLUGIAN NALVAKTAOVAKTON 
INUIT NUNAINI NAYOKPAGAINI. OKIOKTAKTOMI- 
LU KIONGNIK NALVAKPAKTON KUGAITA SIBE­
RIANS KANGIVAKHIMAYAIN ATUKPAGAIN INUIT

KIHIMI HIVULLIK IHOAGIYAN INUHITIK ALLAN- 
GUKTITAN HILAM KILALUGAN AHINUNGAONG- 
MATA HILALU KAYONGNAKHIPLUNI ILAIT K KIK- 
TAN OKIOKTAKTOMI INUIKPATON iNUIT N IN A - 
MUNGAOVALIAKLIKTON NIKIKHAN NUNAN! KAN- 
GIKHINAHOALIKHUGIN NUTANIK NIKIKHANIK N1-
KIKHANIK NIKIKLIKHURIK ANGUNAHOANGNITIK- 
LU ALLANGUKHUTIK HANALGUTILU ALLANGA- 
YONGOKHUTIK TAHAPKOA OKITON AULLAC.IAMI 
NIKIKHALINGMUT NUNATIK NIKIKHAIGANGATA. 
HAMNA ATUKTAN TAIMANI ATIKAKTOK KAPOJNA- 
TON IMA LITTLE ICE AGE MIK, ILALIK KAKUGUN- 
GUKMAT LATER MIDDLE AGES MIK IMALU FiE- 
NAISSANCE MIK EUROPE Ml. TAKUVAGAN PIKTIK- 
TAOYOK NUNAMIK UMINGA KAPLUNALINGMIK 
KAILGAKHIMAYONIK TAPKOA NORSE KUT NUNA- 
Ml TALVANI AYOITTIAKHIMAITON TALVALU INUI- 
NANGNIT AYOIKHAGUMANGIPLUTIK ILITOKHOI- 
NIKKUT NAONAITOK NORSE KUT AYOIKHIMAITO- 
NIKTON, TALVA KIHIMI INUINAIT HONAVALCN- 
GNIK ATUKATAKHUTIK CLAPKIOYAKHAMINGNIK 
OLAPKINIKKUT. ATUKTUYAKKULU ALLATIGIJLLU 
IKIKLITINGNIAN NORSE KUT NUNANI ANGUYAN- 
GNIKULLU ILAMINGNIT EUROPE MIOTANIT N10- 
VIKTIOYUT KILALUGALIKIPLUTIKLU KUKIKTULLU 
ILANI ATYIKUTAGINGITAIN PITKOHITA INUINAIT. 
ATAOTIKKUT INUINAIT NUTKANGAYONGNAlKTON 
AYONGNAIGINMAT (TAIMA AYONGNAITOMIK 
OKAKPAKTON KANATAM KAVAMAITA IKAYUKTIN 
KAPLUNANGUNGITON PITYOTIKHAITIGUT АЭ1К- 
HUKTAOPLUTIK) KIHIMI INUNAHOAKHUTIK HU- 
GAKHIOGAMIK NUTANUNGAOPLUTIK NUNANUT 
TAGIONULLU ATUKTAKHATIGLU AYOIKHAKHU- 
GIN NUTANI NUNANI. ATAUTIMINGITON IN I IT 
APUKTAOHIMAYON EUROPE MIOTANIT AGLGIVA- 
GAIN PITKOHIT NUNAMINGNI.

INUINAIT PITKOHIT OKAOTAKATAKPAKTON. KIHI­
MI OKALIHALIKTAN INMINGNIK INUINAIT 0<AK-
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ambivalent on the subject, recounting various 
contacts, some friendly and some not, but the 
Inuit quick;y took over the entire arctic thanks 
to their superior technology. They also knew a 
good idea when they saw one and unhesitat­
ingly adopted techniques, such as the building 
of the snow-house or “ igloo” , from the 
Dorsets.

The culture which spread over the Canadian 
arctic 1200 years ago was remarkably 
homogenous and not notably nomadic. The 
Inuit villages had a secure and comfortable 
economic base, and throughout the arctic, 
similar standards and conditions prevailed.
Iron was traded from Siberia, passed along the 
route of past migration, and with the Green­
land Norse, and from arctic meteorites, and 
has been found in virtually all Inuit sites. In the 
treeless arctic the vast supplies of driftwood 
carried from the rivers of Siberia by the arctic 
currents were well used by the inuit

But this early period of relative comfort 
changed with the climate. As the whales 
moved away to other waters and the cold 
deepened, some of the high arctic islands had 
to be abandoned. Inuit moved farther south 
and began to explore all the food sources of 
their region. They had to chase new species, 
learn new ways of hunting and develop new 
tools and implements, preferably ones which
could be easily packed and transported to new 
and more promising hunting grounds whenever 
hardship threatened. This “ Little Ice Age", 
which corresponded to the Later Middle Ages 
and early Renaissance in Europe, saw the de­
struction of the other arctic community, that of 
the vikings. The Norse had never made signifi­
cant adaptations, and were apparently reluc­
tant to learn from the Inuit. Archeology reveals 
almost nothing learned by the Norse, whereas 
the Inuit borrowed freely even for their recrea­
tion as reflected in games, musical instru­
ments, etc. The tragic shrinking and im­
poverishment of the Greenland Norse colony, 
hastened by the attacks of fellow Europeans

HIMAYAIN ANGUNAHOAGUTAIN KAT/«NGUT»GIL- 
LU ILITOKHOIYIN ILALGIT HAPKONIN»3A ONIPKA- 
NIK ALI AHOGOT Al NIK LU PIHILLU ANGATKUT TlTl 
KALLU HANAYAOHIMAYOLLU AU AGI''AIN KAPLU- 
NAN AHININGMIOTAN. INUIT ONAGU'IGAMIKKIK 
ILIHAKHIMAYON KATIMAPLUTIK KATIWAKATAK- 
HUTIK HAVAGAHOALIKTAN IHOAKHA3AHOAKHU- 
GULU OKAOHITIK INUINAKTON HAKUGINGNIA 
OKAOHIP ATUKTAOYOP ATAUTIOP OKIOKTAKTO- 
Ml ILAGIPKAIGAMI INUNGNIK PINAHCiAKTAINIG- 
LU HIVUNIKHANIKtU PIVALUATYOTICiiVAGAN IN­
UIT KANGA KAPLUNAT HAVAKVIKHAUKIOMANMA- 
TA NUNAPTIANGNI
TAMATAMAT TAIMANILU ALLANIK INIKAKPAKTOK 
OKIOKTAKTOK, INUIT ALLNIK NUNAlGIT. NUNA- 
GILIKHUGU HAMNA OKIOKTAKTOK. INUINAILU  
ILANNAGIUKHUGIN AlPAGILiKHUGILUNlT BAP- 
KOA INUIT OKIOKTAKTOMONGAOVAGONAKHIOT 
HULINAHOAKHUTIK KIHIMI NIOVIKTIOPLUTIK Ml- 
NIHITAOPLTIKLU HAMANITPAKTON. LNIALIOPLU- 
TIKLU. NALVAKHIOKTIN, AULATTIYIN. TITlGAKTIN- 
LU, TAMANGMIK PIVALUANAKTOMIK INUHIKKUT 
PIYOT. ILANILU OKAKTIOKATAKHUTII» IKAYUKA- 
TAKHUTIKLU PITKUHIKKULU KAPLUNALLU I HOI-
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who were traders, whalers or pirates as the 
occasion offered, contrasted sharply with the 
rapid cultural accommodations of the Inuit.
Now the Inuit became nomadic, not out of 
simplicity (as implied by Government of 
Canada lawyers in a recent aboriginal rights 
court case) but as part of a fight to survive, to 
exploit new lands and waters and to master 
the requirements of their greatly changed 
world. The scattered Inuit groups encountered 
by the first modern European explorers were 
highly praised for their skill in dealing with 
their environment, and certainly deserve no 
condescension.

The Inuit world so formed has been often 
described, but only recently have Inuit them­
selves begun to describe it to outsiders. As 
important as social scientists' accounts of 
hunting techniques and kinship have been the 
rich Inuit humour and legends, fables and 
myths, shaman songs and many graphic and 
plastic art forms which have excited so much 
international interest in recent years. And Inuit, 
tired of being misinterpreted and misunder­
stood by scholars, have now begun seriously 
to take over the work of systematizing, analys­
ing and developing therr language, Inuktitut.
The power of a single language spoken 
throughout the entire breadth of the Inuit arctic 
to unite the people in common endeavours and 
debate about their future has been perhaps the 
greatest natural advantage of Inuit in recent 
years as they wrestle with an impatient 
southern demand for industrialization.

At all times in recent centuries there have 
been other individuals in the arctic, people 
from many lands, who have adopted the arctic 
as their own and the Inuit as their friends, 
companions and spouses. These people may 
have arrived in the arctic for many reasons but 
have stayed as traders and missionaries, 
sailors and scientists, nurses and teachers, 
policemen and anthropologists, administrators 
and adventurers, writers and clowns, all mak­
ing a valued contribution to northern life and,

GUHULIGANGATA. OKAKTAOHIMAYON EUROPE 
MIT KAIHIMAYON ILAGANAITON ILANNAGILIKTAIN 
INUIT NUNALGIT OKIOKTAKTOMI ALLANGAYONIK 
INUHILGIT NUNALGITLU. IKHINAKTOMIKLU ILA- 
GAHUNGNAKTOMILU INUHiKANGITON NUNAVUT- 
Ml. KIHIMI ILAGINGNIKLU ALIAHUNGNIKLU Pl- 
YAOVAKTOK IHAGIANAKMATA INUYAM!
OALININGMI INUIT AVIKHIMAYON KINGAKUT ITKI- 
LINIT NAPAKTOLINGMITONIT. MACKENZIE RIVER- 
MI (KUGAKYOAMI) HAPKOA ATAUTIMITÛK INUI- 
NAILLU ITKILILLU KITIKMILU KIVALLINGMILU TA- 
HIGIAKTOK TUKTUNIGLU AMIHOAGYOKAKHUNI. 
INUIT TAGIONGMITPAKTON HIHIMI KIVALLING- 
MIOT TUKTUHIOKPAKTON. TALVUNA A'/iHIMANIT 
INUINAITLU ITKILILLU AULAYOITOK. INUIT 
ATAAKPAKTON KIGLIANUT NAPAKTOLIOP UBLUN 
IHOAKHIGANGATA NIKIKHAKHIOKHUTIK IKALUN- 
GNIK PAUNNGANIGLU KIHIMI ITKILILL J INUI­
NAITLU PITKOHIT KATIYOITON. NAPAK”OLIOP 
KIGLINGA KIGLIGIVAKTAN. IL1NNIAKHIMAYOM 
NAONAIYAKPAGA ALLANGANIT INUINAIT ATUGU- 
MAYAIN IIKITTUNLU HINIKTAGVIKHANl.U UKKU- 
KUTIKHANLU ANGUNAHUAGIAMINGNI HUGANIK 
HUGAGIAKMAN NUNATIK, TALVATAOK ITKILGIT 
NAPAKTOLINGMI ATUKHUTIK NAPAKTONIK IGLU- 
KULLU UKKUTIKHAKULLU NIKIKHAKUKITUMI
OKAKTAOHIMAYON IHUITTOMIK IHOAKHAKTAO- 
YOKHAN. IHOMAGIYAN IMA OKIOKTAKTOK INUIL- 
LU AU LAYOITPIAKTOK TAIMAINGITOK “AMAYA- 
NIK AULLAKTIKATANGNIKUT, TUHAKATANGNIKLU



<r,:PbS<;V > c - í ;t i r b. Pr'-do- Д 'ьР<г^ A f lA '- j 
bnLr_!><:,,í-'L, r  c-c о а 'Ь П ^ а 1лП ь. 
cl̂ O V  Jí~í>c Pl-c-l Lcr Ло .Г ^ о а с 1 > а > ,:ь. 
CAL ' b ^ r ^ L a O J c  O’b O C ^ r - 'L ^

A оЛс <1ЭДЧ^^<ть <ЗЭ'ь^Пь 
> <íbdSÎ>n<:b<;b<c.ĩ><;LC (Abj<-[><:b̂ n b r 1̂ )  
^ s L ^ C V T ' c r ,  C Lbd<1c- AibPcc " 
[> 'ь5°-о.<;ьЭ ГЬ г,ь^ П ь а . ^ О 'Ъ 'О - М 'С '^ 'о - Ч С  
o"<:PbSÇbr L̂><’b,? O j  < y ? i;<r",S > < , iJ-'>̂ r i b 
A-o'o-c.

CAL O C - ^ V L ^  <1<;ьРьС!>Ь>'а<]‘;Ь<;ь>с. 
> <;bt>r^ab'[>çbcC<;LC A L^q., Cbd< A * A C 
оо.‘ Гс ПР<ЛС>^о.1Гс:)<Ьо-,Г--ос PrJ<<r 
^bO i^L^Jc r»P<A > ,:bcC :LC <;b>i^La.PCD>‘-o n b 
Р о.^Д ‘ а Д с <ri>A<]bS P j^ A c ПР'ЬсСчо-*Г*лс 
jjclc* ' oc, <3uL j  <Jdcr<l j b Д ^ Ь П Г ‘ * С 
^ а с 1̂  П Р О 'Ь ^ 'Г о - Ц ^ О Р К ^ П 6. 
L°-aĩ>PLcr'bD<:b 'b O ^ S P n n jt  
cbC>r^PLc-<;b>Jc*_3 д ^ ь п Г с 
C å n j,ta .A V cr<:bS > l LC t ‘ o > < r« 0 'b PP<<r 
DSO L^bDf j < l r*c ríbSt>cr'b̂ n ,'o
,V d n L ^ * rc n p < < v < iP L c - 'b; T j r c p p < o-
Stb P< <L<T<1 P L C- Sbn Lj  r*-J 
^ h n ^ O P L c - ^ í T j r ^ j  ДдД с -оа—Ie

J0C ДлГ<1ьЭлс л а о с. А лА с 
<Tq.O L P L 'L C  Д ^ ^ ' ^ Г - о- ^ Г ^  
г'а.ЭД^аТсг'-.э A c r b o n r ^ ^ o - W '^ s
СДЬ«ЛЭ1ГСЭ,Ь C A V L o O V  o>-4c-<bV b 
a S c c .оа/ЬПГ<_!><:bPL>-*rcnD c, СДь<К1с- 
< *a > L o - 'b < ]^ V ^ > 'L C .  Д оЛ с 
D ^ L p h f lV D A ^ P L 'L C  0 Р Г ‘ ^ С 
П Р С > Ь < ^ ‘ 1 Г Ь < lL j  ^ t o c 
n P C t> L j< í i l L r b. í a C V L ' - j í V ' j  
<rbo .>L 'LOLV<]i r cD < ji.  э « Г , _оо.Г 
C ^L^^C ^bO ^D r П* _ -Jo-l'_3, ^ Q.r> C o J' j  
Д Lçrt>CcrLj  AP<:b< t 'c-<]PL<L-3nb -оо.Г'сг.
P *LC Д-оДс .OO.V-J 
DPP> L ^ V ^ V L ’ P-L'CC 
O 'b 'V L ^ ^ C ^ b * ^ ^ 6. 'b ^ x ÍT  
.оа.ПЛ^Ы г'Д 'Э '-.эП '-о  "bdflhd^o PP<o- 
DSLbS o < D Jc Cc.AS '-d '-j0- ^  Cdb4><»LC  
PP<o- n n <;bDL,:bi^t‘o  So.>L,brt‘- j  Д.оДс

often, acting as useful intermediaries between 
an ancient arctic civilisation and uncompre­
hending bureaucratic authorities outside. The 
earliest accounts of European visitors record 
friendly and productive relations between the 
arctic s permanent residents and such open in­
dividuals from a very different world. Neither 
hostility nor xenophobia has marked the history 
of the Nunavut world; co-operation and open­
ness have always been honoured as necessary 
to survival.
In the west, mountains separated the Inuit 
from the Indian societies which flourished to 
the south. At the mouth of the Mackenzie River 
the two cultures briefly meet. And across the 
vast expanses of the centre and east lie the 
lands containing most of the world’s fresh­
water lakes, and the home of the great caribou 
herds. The Inuit followed the salt water coasts, 
except in the Keewatin where the people 
turned to the herds, and so in fact the ancient 
separation of the Inuit and Indian cultures was 
maintained. 1 nuit moved to the tree-line and 
beyond at certain seasons to supplement their 
largely sea-mammal diet with the fish, mam­
mals and berries of the inland areas. But the 
orientation and ways of the two peoples never 
coincided. The tree-line was as dear a cultural 
boundary as it was a climatic one.
Several misconceptions are worth correcting. 
The idea that the arctic and its Inuit in­
habitants were utterly isolated and fixed in 
time is not supported by the flow of trade 
goods and contacts with other peoples and 
ideas over a long period of time. Recent 
studies have shown that Inuit communities 
became more isolated from each other after 
the advent of "modern” transportation and 
communications and the concentration of pop­
ulation in regional villages. The Inuit have sur­
vived by values of openness and adaptation, 
unlike the only European population which 
competed with them in their region historically. 
They have not been shy of contacts with 
others or of new ideas and inventions. And

ALLANIT INUNGNIT NAONAIKTOK NUTAKKUT ILI- 
TOKHOINIKKUT NAONAIKTOK INUIT ALLANUT NU- 
NANUT AULLAKATAGOIKTON INUGIAK4ILIGAMIK 
AULLAKATAUTINIKAMIGLU TUHAKKAT^OTINIKA- 
MIKLU. INUIT INUVAKTON ILAGAH U NG.I NAM IK 
NUNAMULLU IHOAKHiGAMIK. EUROPE MIOTAON- 
GITUTUN TAPKOA NUNAKAGAHOAKP4KTON KAN- 
NGUGINGITAIN ALLAN INUITTAKUGANGAMIKKIK 
ALLANIGLU ATUGAHOALIGANGAMiK PITKOHINIK 
HAVAKTAMINGNIGLU. NUNAKALIKTON PIVALLIA- 
NAKTOMI. ILANI AYONGNAKTOMI. NIKIKHALING- 
M! TINGMIANIK. IMAKMIOTANIGLU PITKOHITIK 
AULAHIMAITOMIK.
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they have made their home in a basically rich 
enough, though periodically merciless, environ­
ment where living resources of bird, land and 
sea life have enabled a stable, imaginative and 
strong culture to flourish.

It is hard to say why Inuit and their world are 
so little known. They are shy of the south and 
seldom venture down within range of the major 
press and broadcast media. But they have be­
come Canada’s best-known artists inter­
nationally, even while the main national cul­
tural agencies struggle to promote the more 
familiar art forms of European-descended 
Canadians. They have given much in the way 
of clothing techniques and many technologies 
to Canadians and others, and the characteris­
tic forms of their culture have become known 
the world over.

Canada, when it acquired the high arctic in 
1880, gave little thought to its Inuit inhabitants. 
When this takeover was celebrated in 1980, an 
Inuit motif was used for posters but the official­
ly sponsored ceremonies left little room for 
Inuit contributions. Much attention was paid to 
birds and rocks and legal theories, but not to 
the people who had secured the area for 
Canada by living there from earliest times. 
However, Nunavut is not primarily a political 
theory but a simple recognition of what is. To 
Inuit it means, unexceptionally, “ our land", 
matter-of-factly expressed and with no capital 
letters. To Inuit it has always been the centre 
of their world; to others, a curious addition or 
leftover running off the northern edge of a 
map.

HUUK INUIT PITKOHITLU KANGIKHITTIAKTAONGb 
TON NAONAKTOK. KANNGUGIYAN NUNA NAPAK- 
TOLIK OPAYOITTUGILLU MAKPIGALIOKV1N NALA- 
OTIGITLU KIHIMI TITIGAOYAKTILU HANAUYAKTIL- 
LU KANATAMI NAONAIKTON NANANILU AHINI 
KANGIKHIYAOYOT, TALVA PIPKAINAHOAKPA<T!L- 
LUGIN HAVAKVIN HANYAINIK EUROPE MIT KANA- 
TAMUNGAKHIMAYON. TONIHIVAKTON ANOGALIO- 
GUTINIK AYOIKHIMAYAMINGNIK ALLANIGLU KA- 
NATAMIONUT ALLANUTLU PITKOHITLU NAONAIK- 
TON ALLANUT NUNANUT.

KANATAM PIGAMIOK NUNA OKIOKTAKTOK IHMA- 
GINGITAIN INUIT 1880 Ml. 1980 Ml PIVIKTIK 
OKIOKTAKTOMIK OANHANANIK OKIONINGMAT 
IHOMAGIYAN TITIGAOYAKAGALUAKHUTIK IKUI- 
NAKTON, INUINAIT PIINIK IHOMAGIKANGITON. 
KUPANOATLU OYAKKALU MALIGALIOGUTINLU 
IHOMAGILLUAKPAGAIN KIHIMI INUIT IHOMA3ING- 
ITAIN KANATAMITON NUNAILU NUNAKAKHAK- 
TON. KIHIMI NUNAVUT KAVAMALIKINIKKUT IHO- 
MAGIYAONGITOK KIHIMI KANGIKHINIK HUNAO- 
YOMIK. INUINANGNUT IMA ITTUK "NUNAVUT' 
ALLAKKUT OKAGAHOANGIPLUTIK.

INUIT NUNAGIYAN ALLANUTTAOK HUNGITTUTUN 
IPLUNI NUNAOYAKAFUNGMITTUTUN IPLUNI
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Chapter Two 
WAR AND PEACE
War has many unforeseen effects, and it has 
had and continues to have a major role in 
northern Canada. There is a particular irony in 
this for Inuit who have no traditions of warfare. 
But in the arctic Northwest Territories —  
Nunavut —  the impact of war has not been 
from falling bombs. It has been rather a matter 
of young men carrying out specialised activi­
ties at the frontiers of human technology and 
distant governments making policies related to 
military considerations.

Just as the Second World War overturned and 
sometimes eliminated old nations in Europe 
and the Far East, its effects hit the Inuit north 
with changes so considerable that the popula­
tion could not easily adjust. First, it placed the 
arctic firmly on the Canadian map: indeed the 
mapping of the north went ahead precisely be­
cause of the military demand for reliable infor­
mation. Secondly, the influx of the latest air­
craft, communications and other equipment, 
and instant but comfortable housing and re-

AGOYAKTONILO
ANGOYANGITOILO
ANGOYAKNIK ILITKOHILIK TAKOGHAONGITOMIK, 
ILITKOHILIK AOLAYOITOK OKIOKTAKTOANI KANA- 
TAM. IHOILOTAKAKPALAK INUINAKNI ILITKOHI- 
KANGITONI ANGOYAKNIKMIK. KIHIMI OKIOKTAK- 
TOMI NUNATIAM — NUNAVUTMI — IHOINIGA AN- 
GOYAKNIGOM PIHIMANGITOGALOAK KAGAKTITA- 
NIN IOKAKTITAOVAKTONINLO. ALANIKTADK AYO- 
GHAOTIKALIKTOT INULGAMIT ILITKOHITOKAGIN- 
GITAMIKNIK PINAHOAGAKALIGAMIK KAVAMATLO 
ILITKOHINIK PINAHOAGHOTIK ONGAHIKTOLIAKA- 
TAGHOTIK ANGOYAKTIT IHOMAGIYAINON.
ANGOYATKIOTANI IPIGAKTITAIT ILANGIT ILITKO- 
HITOKAIT AKILIT NUNAT. IHOILOTAGILIKMIYAIT 
INUINAIT OKIOKTAKTOKMIOT ILITKOHIGHIMAITA- 
TIK INUGIAKNIGIT, HIVOLIK. NUNAKYOAMON ILI- 
YAT OKIOKTAKTOK KANATAM NUNAOYANON, I LA 
NUNAOYALIKIPKAITYOT OKIOKTAKTOMI ^NGO- 
YAKTIVALOIT ILIHÍMATIAGOTIGHANIK. TCK- 
LIATOK, TIKMIAKAOTIGHAK NALGOMIOTIMAYO- 
NIK TOHAKATAOTITLO TAMAYATLO NALGOMIO- 
MATIYOT IKLOKATIAKNIGHAKONLO HAVAKTIOYO 
NON NIAMGIYAGIANGINI ATOGOMAYAMIKON. IN­
UIT INUNIANGATKONAGIT AYOGHAGALOAKLO- 
TIK, ILIAGIGITKOINAKTOT KAPLONAT AKLIKNATO- 
MIK TAMAYANIKTOT HINAKTOTON. AKLIKNAGHO- 
NILO, OPINNGAGOTONILO, HINAKTOKTOYAKTOK 
KINGONIKLOGHONI. ANGOYAKTIT OKIOKTAKTO- 
MITOT HAVAGAHOAGHOTIK TAMNA ATATIANGITO- 
N1 ATANGITPIAGHONILO INUKNON NUNALIKNON. 
IMANKAKYOMIGHIMALIGANGATA NUNAL3IT IN­
UIT, AYOKHAGHIYOMIKPAKTOT PINAHO/^GAIT 
ATANITA ANGOYAKTIT, INGATAGOTIVAKTOT AK- 
NAGOTIT PINIKTOT OKIOKTAKTOKMIOT IHOMA- 
LIOKTITIYOT KAPLONANIK INUHOKTONIK ONGA- 
LOKITONIK. ILITKOHIA “ ILAGIKNIGONGITOM" 
ATOGAOLIKTOM NOATKATIGINGITONI NLNANI IN- 
MIKKON IHOILIGOTIVAGHOTIK, INMIKNON MANI- 
MIYOTIPLOTIK IHOILIGOTIVAKTOT. ILANGATIGON, 
PIOMANIGATIGON KIVALIKMIOT, TAMNA IHOITOK 
HIVOGAN AGHONILO.

OKIOKTAKTOK PIYOTAOLOAKTOK ILANGATIGON 
ANGOYATKIOTANI. GERMANIM PINAHOGILOAGA- 
LOAKMAGO KANILGOK AKOKITOK IHOMALOTIGI- 
YAT KANATAM KAVAMAITA KAINGILAKTILOGIT 
AMIALIKAT. TAIMANIGALONGITO TIKMIYAT ONGA- 
HIKTOLIAYOITKALOAKMATA OGHITKIGHiMAI- 
TOMIKONGAHIKTOK AKILIT NUNAT OPAKAMIKO
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creation facilities for servicemen created new 
ideas of what was possible and desirable. For 
Inuit brought up to be stoic in the face of hard­
ship, the coddled southerners arriving with 
marvellous devices must have seemed like 
characters in a dream. But it became quickly 
apparent that the dream had unpleasant after­
effects. The military was in the north to do a 
job which had little or nothing to do with the 
local people. The more curious the local peo­
ple, the more difficult were matters for the mili­
tary authorities, especially with hardship cases 
and the charms of the northern girls preying 
on the minds of young and homesick south­
erners. Ultimately the policies of "non- 
fraternisation” adopted to disentangle two 
human communities were misunderstood on 
both sides, and being products themselves of 
misunderstanding probably created as many 
problems as they solved. In some cases, such 
as the famines in the Keewatin, these policies 
proved brutal and tragic.

The arctic mattered for several reasons during 
World War II. Possible German invasion of 
nearby Greenland worried the Canadian 
government until the Americans moved in. In 
those not so far off days aircraft did not have 
the capacity to fly long without refuelling and 
the long airline routes to Europe required the 
stopovers provided on the northern route. So, 
aviation and airports complete with all their 
support needs came to Nunavut. In the West 
the Japanese were in the Aleutian Islands and 
an invasion of North America through the arc­
tic was all too possible. The defense of terri­
tory, and defense against possible use of that 
territory by an enemy, were essential in such 
times, so much Canadian effort went into activ­
ities like mapping designed to give Canada 
more actual control. The discovery and dis­
mantling of a Second World War enemy 
weather station in the arctic near Port Burwell 
last year is a reminder of the danger.

The end of actual fighting ended nothing in the 
north, however, and began a more important

MITAGANGAMIK OKIOKTAKTOMON. TALVA. TIKMI- 
NIKLO MILVITLO INIGIGHIMAYOT IKAYOOTIGHAIT 
ILIYAOYOT NUNAVUTMON. OATANI YAPANIT 
ITAAGILIKTOT ALASKAM KIKIKTAOTAINI (ALUIAN 
ISLANDS) ONAGIYAOYOK TONONG* AMIALIKAM 
INUIT NUNATIGON AYOKNAILGOGHAKON. HAP- 
MIAKTILIOGALOAK TAMNA APKOTIGHAT TAl- 
VONA, TAIMAITOMIK KANATA TAPIOVALAKTOK 
NUNAOYALIOKNIKON. NALVATIAGOTALO ILITOG- 
IYOTALO HILALIKINIKON PORT BURWELLMI Al- 
PANGANI ITKAOTAOYOK HIVOGANAKINIKMIK.

KIKLILOANGA ANGOYAKNIGOM KIKLIKAOTINGI- 
TOK HOMIKLIKAK OKIOKTAKTOMI. TALVALONIN 
AOLAGOYIKMIOK ILITKOHIGHALOAMIK. OTOKAI- 
LO NUNAGIKNIGIT KOTAKTONI, OVALONIN NON- 
GOKTITONI, AMIALIKALO ALASIKALO OLASALO, 
IHOIYAGHIMAGHOGO TAOTOA HILAKYOAM INMI- 
KON ILITKOHILIKTOGHOTIK KOVIANAITTONIK, 
TIKLAKTOTIPLOTIK. TAMAKMIK NU'JAK ATONI 
PIOTIKALIGHOTIK OKIOKTAKTOMI KANILGOGHA- 
NIK TIKMIYANI HILAINAKOKTONILO TIKMIYOGHA- 
NIK KOLAOTPIAKLOGO NUNAVUT. NUNAOYA- 
LIOKNIKLO ILITOGHOINIKLO AOLAGOTIYOK AN- 
GOYALIHALIGHOTIK ILAOGHIMAUGHOGITLO ILI- 
TOGHOINITIK. AMIGAIKYOMIGHOGITLO ANGO- 
YAKTIT NAYOGAGHAIT HAN AH IM A 3HOTIKLO 
TAOTOTIGHANIK TAMATKIGHOGO ЭКЮКТАКТОК 
ILITOGIYOTIGHAMIKNIK HIVOGANI.O INIGIGHI- 
PLOTIK. INUIT NUNAVUT ILIAGINAGHIYOT NOAT- 
KATIKALIGAMIK AYOITOGALOKNIK NIAMGIYAGO- 
TIKALIGHOTIKLO ATOKPANGITAMIKNIK KAPLO- 
NAT KAHAGHIYAINIK. I LAN I MAMIANAKTOKAK- 
TOK, ANIAKYAOKPALIGHOTiK HIVOLIKPAKMIKLO
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phase. With many old and famous nations 
fallen, or exhausted, two “ new" countries, the 
United States and the Soviet Union, dominated 
the world scene and created their own so- 
called "c o ld "  war of mistrust, shadow boxing 
and propaganda struggles. Both had arctic ter­
ritories and the shortest way between them for 
aircraft or missiles was right over Nunavut.
The mapping and other scientific activities be­
gun in Nunavut in the earlier "h o t"  war ex­
panded. Many more locations became military 
sites with the building of the various radar 
warning lines across the arctic and sub-arctic. 
The people of Nunavut were poor neighbours 
living beside a new and apparently permanent 
population with much higher living standards 
and access to the fuli range of services and 
goods offered by the outside world. There was 
sometimes envy, there were epidemics and for 
the first time the Inuit had permanent neigh-
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INUIT NOATKATIKALIKTOT HOGHGOHONGITONIK 
INUKNIK. TALVANI NOTANI KOVIANAITONI INUIT 
NALVAKTOT IKITONIK TIKIHANIK 1НОМАТ1АКГО- 
NIK KIHIMITAOK IHOMALIKNIK INUIT IHOMA'’- 
OHINIK IHOAGOHONGITOT, OVATAOK PITIAKTAO- 
GOMIK NAKOGOTAOYOGHAOGALOIT KAPLONA- 
NIN, INUIT PIYOMIOTIGHAGALOANGIT. KOVIA- 
NAKTOGALOAKTAOK AKILIKTOGAOVALIGAMK ILI- 
HAKNIKON. HAVAGHATIGON ILIHAKNIKLO TAMA- 
YAKATIALIKNIKLO INUKNON NAKOGOTIKAGOMA- 
YONON NOTANIK ILITKOTINIK HAVAKATIGITIALIK- 
LOGITLO TIKIHAT.

ANGOYAKTIT IHOINAGHIMANGITOT. HAVALGIT Kl- 
HIMI HAVAGIALIKNIK N U NAKYAOAKAOHIGHAMIK- 
LO NUNAKAOHIGHAMIKLO. KIHIMITAOK PIYUK- 
TOIYOT KAPLONANIKTONIKTOHAGOTILIKNIK Pl- 
NAHOAGAMIKNIK, ILÎHIMATIAGATIK AOLAKN K- 
MIKLO INULIKIYAMIKNIKLO KAOYIMATIAGAT KLO 
IHOAGH Al YAGH AM IKNI KLO I HOI LOTAVAKLOf i IK 
INMIKLO IHOILOTAGIYAMIKNIK INMIKON. ANGO­
YAKTIT HIVOLIOYOT ANGINIKNI PI N AHOAGAGH A- 
LOANI.
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bours who too often looked upon them as peo­
ple deserving little consideration. In this new 
and unpleasant situation Inuit found that the 
newcomers often regarded Inuit preferences 
as merely an obstacle to the progress which, if 
properly administered by the expert outsiders, 
would supposedly ensure Inuit progress. Hap­
pily there were also some few compensations 
in training, employment, education and 
material goods for those Inuit who were able 
to benefit from the new installations and work 
along with the newcomers.

It had been different in the earlier pre-war era 
when missionaries and police had been the re­
presentatives of Western industrial society. 
While these agents had a great impact, Inuit 
as often point to the benefits they brought as 
to the damage done. Perhaps the bitterest 
memory of many Inuit is the denigration of 
Inuit culture in missionary-run schools and 
school residences, and the denunciation of 
such cultural activities as drum dances as 
savage and heathen.

Nevertheless, the scale of this intrusion was 
relatively small and the society had little trou­
ble absorbing it.

The military had done nothing wrong. They 
were doing a job whose requirements were de­
termined on a national or even global basis.
But they were typical representatives of a 
southern society which had certain strongly 
held assumptions, little experience of travel or 
contact with other peoples and an unlimited 
faith in its own ability to conquer all problems 
and obstacles on its own terms. The military 
were merely the first wave of a much larger 
“ invasion".

Some people may object that to describe such 
a period of change in terms of a specific per­
sonality type is unfair. There were, and are, 
other types of newcomers to the north —  peo­
ple who have committed themselves to living 
in the area, learning its ways, making their 
homes and sharing in the life of the Inuit

INUIT ILAGIT NAGOHOKNIAKTOGALOr TAM NA 
OKAOTIGIKPAN INUHIK NAGONAKNIGAKLOGO 
ALANGOKPALIAYOHIK. ITKOMAYOK TAIMAITOK 
TALVANINAHOGITPAKTOT, IUHAGHOGIT ILIKOHIT. 
NUNATAGAHOAGHOTIK NAYOGAHOAGHOGIT IN­
UIT. IKAYOGAHOGOHIAT TAPKOA INUIT NAONAK- 
TOK KANOGITAGHANGANIK HIAMAYAGHIMAVA- 
LAGAMIK ILANAMIKNONLO NOATKANMIKNONLO. 
INUKNON HAVAKANMIKNON NUNANCNLO OKAO- 
HIKON NAKOGOTIGHIMAVIKMIKNON KIHIMITAOK 
AVATANI 20 OKIOT KINGOANI ANGOYAKNIGOM 
TAPKOA INUIT NALAKLOAKTAOYOT KAPLONANIN 
“ ILITKOHITIGON" INUA IHOMAGIHIMAITOMIK IL- 
ITKOHIOYOK ATOAMI KAPLONATLO NUNANI 
OKIOKTAKTOK ALANGOKPALIAYAKAGAHOGIYAT 
ALANGOKPALIAGOMI IHOATKIYAK. KONNGIA- 
LIOKTITIHIMAYOK ATANIK OKIOKTAKTOM PIVA- 
LIAYOTIGHANIK AOLAGOTIHIMAYOK INUK TAKO- 
GHAOPLONI INGILGAN ATOKTOK AMIlIKMiK KA- 
YAKMIK NATIOM AMIANIK HIMAOHIKTAOYOMIK 
KAGAKTITAMIK KAGAKTOMIK NIPTAIGDTIYOMIK 
KONNGIAKVIKMIK OKAGHIMAYOK 'OKIOKTAK- 
TOK". KINGOLIKAKTOK KOVIANAKTOMK PIKSA- 
NIK NUNAM AHIGOKTIGHIMAYANIK OYAGA- 
GHIOKTIT PIVALIANIGATA ILIOGAIPLOGOLO NAN- 
MINIKMIKNIK IKAKOTIMIKNIK. ATANILOOIT KAVA- 
MMAT KIVGAITATONIYAT NUNA NALIKAGIPLOGO 
NALIAKNIK ‘' ILITKOHITOKATLO'' INUIT ILALIOTI- 
PLOGO “ ILITKOHIGILIKTA KANATAM’ . NAONAIYA- 
GHOGO ILITKOHITOKAT ATOKTAOLAN PLOGIT 
ATOGOMAYOINAKN IT NALOGHAKTONIN NAKO- 
GOTIGHAMIKNIK. ILITKOHIGILIKTA KANATAM 
NAONAIYATIAGHIMAITOK, I LA KIHIMI. HINAK- 
TOKTOYATON AKOIKTOAGHAINI PIOM NAKNIGIT.
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majority. Their contribution is impossible to 
judge because it is so widely spread among 
their friends and acquaintances, people they 
work with and the communities which benefit 
from their advice. But for more than twenty 
years after the war ended, these people were 
seen in the south as "characters” rather than 
as people to be taken seriously. The official 
philosophy in Ottawa and generally in the 
south was that the north was ripe for change, 
and the more change the better. Quiet voices 
were usually lost in the commotion. An official 
film proudly shown by one minister of northern 
development began with a man in a traditional 
skin boat followed by an explosion which filled 
the screen and the words, "the north has 
changed". This was succeeded by happy shots 
of landscapes torn up by mining developments 
and the imposition of a totally imported world 
with its paraphernalia and litter. Senior govern­
ment representatives presented the world 
starkly as a choice between the "traditional" 
ways of the native people and joining "the 
modern Canadian mainstream", implying that 
traditional ways were preferred only by those 
unable to cope with what was really good for 
them. Never defined, the modern Canadian 
mainstream seemed to be some sort of 
dreamer's mail order catalogue of good things.

Another tendency was also visible at this time. 
There were many southerners sincerely in­
terested in the north as well as new north­
erners who saw the opportunity for building a 
new society. They saw the north as a place to 
make a fresh start, free from the mistakes 
which had plagued Canada and the world for 
so long. Following so closely after the Second 
World War, this development was natural. Peo­
ple had seen the horrors committed in the 
name of race and nationality by Hitler and 
Stalin, and they had seen science used and 
abused in the interests of killing and maiming 
more effectively. Here in the north were 
several races living side by side, little evident 
material development and a government ready

TALVANITAOK TAKOGHAOYOK TALVANI. TALVA- 
NITAOK AMIGAITOT KAPLONAT KOVIAHOKLOAK- 
TOT OKIOKTAKTOMIK NUNALILOATONTAOK TAO- 
TOKTOYKTOT INUHILIOGOTIGHAMIK NOTAMIK. 
TAOTOKAT OKIOKTAKTOK AOLAKTIGOTIGHAK 
I HOI N AKVIGHAITOK IHOILOTAGIVAGATA KANA- 
TAM NUNAKYOAMLO AKONI. MALIGOYAGIGHA- 
GHOGO ANGOYATKION. TAMNA ILITKOH,TOKAO- 
YOK. INUIT TAKOVAGAIN KAPIANAKNIGIT PIYAO- 
VAGHIMAYOT ALATKINI NUNANI OKONANGA 
HITLER STALINMINLO, TAOTOKPAGATLO ILITOG- 
HOINIK ATOKTAOYOK INUAKTIKNIKLO AOLAK- 
LIGHAINIKLO PIYAGHOKHOTIK. HAMANI OKICK- 
TAKTOMI ALATKIT INUIT NOATKATIGIKPAKTCT, 
ILITOGIMANANGITOT PIVALIAYOHIANIK KAVAMAI- 
NIKLO INIGIGHIMANGITOTLONIN PIOMANGITOT- 
LONIN ALANGOGHIYAMIKNI HOVALOKMIK. TAL- 
VALONIN, TOTAIT AYOGHAOTIM AGIYAOVAKTOT 
KAPLONAT NUNANON ANGOYAKTININ ALANINLO 
AKOIVAKTONIN OKIOKTAKTOMON MIHIGIPKAiP- 
YAYOITOT KANATAM INUINON AKLIVALIAYOTA- 
NIK INUTIM PIOMAYAOYOHIANIK. KINGOLIGIYA 
TAMAYALIKTOINIGALOK NUNAVUTMI IKAYOTI- 
GHAOGALOANIK NUNALIKNON, KIHIMI HONN3I- 
GOTIYOT INUHIGALOAMiK. IHOMALIOKTIT PITIA- 
GAHOAKTOGALOIT OKAOYIYONON ALANGOKPA- 
LIAYOTIGHAMIK, "KAGAKTITAIYOT” , I LA ATONI 
NAMAGIYAK ALANGOPALIANIK IHOIGOHOTIKAGA- 
TIK. OKAMAYOTIKAGHOTIK ALANGOKPALIAYCTl- 
GHANIK —  PIYOTIKAGAHOAGHIMAITOMIK H l\t>  
NIGHAGHIOGAHOAGHOTIK OKAOTAOYOMIK.
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and willing to spend money to change things. 
Tales of hardship brought south by military and 
other visitors to the north had awakened the 
conscience of the Canadian people at a time 
when the expansion of social welfare through­
out society was being accepted as desirable. 
The tremendous material development in Nun­
avut which followed was designed to help the 
local population, but also shattered or dis­
oriented a previously stable society. The 
idealists got along well enough with the 
apostles of change because both accepted 
change. Arguments centred on the details of 
that change — specific impacts rather than 
the broad direction or philosophy involved.
Both groups felt they were doing what was 
best, for Canada and for the people in the 
north.

Northern administration had long been divided; 
now the divisions became more acute. The 
Mackenzie Valley in the western half of the 
Northwest Territories, with its long history of 
fur traders and missionaires moving up and 
down the river among the Dene, northern In­
dian groups with closely related dialects and 
cultures, had been subject to Ottawa's Indian 
administration since the 19th century. The prin­
ciples of that administration, dating from the 
earliest European settlement in Canada, were 
all too well established. But in the Nunavut 
area — the arctic beyond the forests where 
the Dene lived — administration had been, in 
the now famous words of Prime Minister St. 
Laurent, more a matter of "absence of mind". 
The Canadian nat'on was fixated on the ribbon 
development of long transportation routes, first 
with the fur trade and then railways, so the 
Mackenzie Valley seemed a familiar enough 
problem. But the arctic was quite another mat­
ter. Frozen seas and unmapped lands were 
forbidding: only the advent of the aircraft pro­
moted by military need made it accessible to 
the south. Until the late 1960s, southern ob­
servers scratched their heads and muttered 
about the difficulties of transportation in the

ATONI NAKOANAGAHOGIYOK. KANATAMONLO IN- 
UINONLO OKIOKTAKTOM.

OKIOKTAKTOM AOLAYOHIA AVIGHIMA7AKTOK 
TALVA AVIGHIMANIGA NAONAIKTOK. KOGOM NA- 
GHANI OATANI NUNATIAM, TOHAGHAOGHAGO- 
HIAIOVAYOT OKPIKNIAKTITIYOTLO AOI.AYOKTOT 
KOKMI AVATIKNON ITKILIKNI, TONOLIT ITKILIT 
OKAOHIKAKATIGIPYAIT ILITKOHIKAKA' IGITLO, Pl- 
YOTAOLOAKTOT ATOAM AOLATITIYOH Nl ITKILIT1- 
GON 19 GANI OKIOKYOIT. ANGIGOTAINI AOLAP- 
KAIYOTIM, PILIHAGHIMAYOT KAPLONANIKTI- 
GOTANI KANATAMI, INIGIYAKTAOHIMAYOTVALAT 
NUNAVUTMI KIHIMI — OKIOKTAKTOK <OLANI 
NAPAKTOKAKNIGOM ITKILIT NAYOGAM —  AOLA- 
TIYOHIK ITOK. OKAOHIMINITIGON PRIME MINSI- 
TAM ST. LAURENT, ‘‘IHOMAILAOTITON’ . KANA- 
TAM NUNAOTAIT INIGIGHIMAYOT ONIFKAMININI 
PIVALIAYOHITIGON HIVITOYOT АРКОТ1Г. HIVOLIO- 
TIPLOTIK NIOVAYIT AHIN AGHALOT1KYOIT TAKI- 
YOT KINGOLIGIT, KOGOM AYOGHAOHIA NAONAI- 
TOKIYAK, KIHIMITAOK OKIOKTAKTOK ALANGYOK 
HIKOLIK TAGIOK NUNAOYALIOGHIMANGITOT NU- 
NAT ITKAGOMINAITOT, KIHIMI TIKMIAKALIKMAN 
ATOKTAINIK ANGOYAKTIT APKOTIGHANIKTOK KA- 
PLONAT NUNANON 1960 NONGOLIKTILOGO KIHI­
MI KAPLONAT IHOMALIKPALIAYOT APKOTIGHAI- 
YOHAIGON OKIOKTAKTOMI. TALVANGA POIGOK- 
TAOYOYAKTOK. TALVATAOKLONIN, MANIGHAVA- 
LOKAGALOAKTI LOGO NUNAM ATANI OKIOKTA- 
TOMI, KANOK, AKYAKTAONIAGALOAKAĨ 
NIOVAVIKNON?
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arctic, and that seemed the last word on the 
subject Atter all. even if there were mineral 
riches under the arctic tundra, how could they 
be economically transported to markets7

But Canadians were not so simply attuned to 
economic values, whatever the frequently 
angry criticism  of some observers. From 1953 
when the federal Department of Northern Af­
fairs and National Resources was created. 
Ottawa began to pour material a'd and social 
services into Nunavut. To do this Ottawa did 
not rely on the old Indian administration, but 
created something entirely new The new ad­
ministration started from first principles and 
escaped much of the old philosophy which had 
made the Indian administration increasingly 
unsatisfactory. Whereas the Indian administra­
tion was nervous about prospective employees

KANATAMIOT ILIHIMATIANGITOT MANIKAKNIGHA- 
MIK, MAMIAHOKALOAKTILOGIT TAOTOKTOT. 1953 
MINGANINKAVAMALOIT INULIKIYINILIHAKTILO- 
GIT. ATOA IKAYOGHIOTIVALIAYOK NUNAVUT- 
MON. TAIMAILIOGAHOAGAMI ATOA NAHOGINGI- 
TOK OTOKAKNIK ITKILIT AOLAYOHIANIK, KIHIMI 
AOLAGOYIYOK NOTAMIK ILITKOHIKMIK. NOTA< 
AOLATIYOHIK AOLAGOTIYOK HIVOLIKNIN ANGI- 
GOTININ AHITKOATOGIT OTOKAIT ILITKOTIT IHOI- 
LOTAOHIMAYOT ITKILIT AOLAYOHIANIK ITKIL'T 
AOLAYOHIGALOANGAT KIKLOGHIMAYOTIKAKTI- 
LOGO HAVAKTIKATIAKNIKMIK KANITPALAGOH A- 
TIGON INUKNON. NOTAK ILITKOHIK TILIOGIYC- 
TAOYOK ANGOTINIKLO AKNANIKLO ILIHIMAYO- 
NIK OKIOKTATOMIK., ILANGTIGON INUIT ILIHA- 
GHIMAYOT INUIT OKAOHINIK ATOGOMINAGHI- 
PLOGIT HAVAKPAGHIMAYOT NAYOGHOGITLO N- 
UIT. ILITKOHIKATIAGALOAKTI LOGIT KAPLONAT 
NUNANI ANGOYAKTONI IHAGIATIYOTANI, NUNA- 
VUTMI INUHIGHAMIK INIGIYAIYOT. NOTAK INLHI­
GH AK INIKTIGAOLIGALOAKTILOGO AYOGHAO- 
TAOYOK INUKNI NUNALIKNI. ONA TAOTOKOK- 
TAOYOK IHOILOTAKAFOKTON AYILIOGANGAT 
AYOGHAOHIANI INUIT KAYIKIPLOTILO ANIAGHO- 
TIKLO, AYOGHAOTIT TITIGAKTONIAKOT KAPLO­
NAT MAKPIGANGINI MAKPIGAYIOGAINILO
HIVONOANGANI AVGOTIKAGOMAYOTIGHAM NU- 
N ATI AM I AYIKOTANIK TAYAOYOM ATAOHITOA< 
KIHIMI ALANGANIGOYOK. ILANGIT OKAMAYOT^O- 
YOT ALANGOTIGHAT NUNAVUT ALANGAVALAKNI- 
GAKTAT HANAKIHAGITONIGAKTAT -|NAVIK0T/»0- 
NIAGAHOGIPLOGO" KOKMON HIVOMOKTOGAMO- 
GITOTON ALBERTATON. OVALO, INUIT KAVAMALi- 
KINIKON AYOGAHOGIYAPLOTIKITKILIKNIN KAF- 
LONAGHIKATAYOITKIYAOKMATA OKAOHINAKT K- 
LO ATOGIKTAGIKMOYOK. TAMAKMIK LIBERALLO 
CONSERVATIVELO ATONI PINAHOGITOK NUNA 'IA- 
GHAMIK IPIGAKTAONGINAGHONILO ОКЮКТАК- 
TOKMIOK OKAKTIOYOK CONSERVATIVENI ALAN- 
GOKMAGO IHOMANI TILIYAOHIMAYOKANGILIK 
MAN NUNATIAMIN OKAKLOAKTOGHAILIOLIGAMI- 
KLO INUIT PIYOTANIK. OKIONGANI 1963. TAMNA 
KIKLILINANGITO TALVANI. AMIGAITOTO OKIOK- 
TAKTOMI AOLAPKAIYOT INUITLO IHOMALIKTOT 
IHOMALIKTOT ILITKOHILIOKLOAGAHOGIPLOGIT 
KOKMI AHITKOAYOTIKMATA NUNAVUTMI. IHOMA- 
LIGHOTIKLO NUNAVUT MALAONGINAKNILIGIA- 
GHA KOGOM ILITKOHIGILIKTANON AHITKOALO- 
GIT ILITKOHIMINGIT MALAOLOAKLOTIK KAPLONA- 
NON.

CARROTHERS ILITKOHILIOKMATA OKAOTIOMA- 
PLOGO ATOA ‘ KAVAMALIOKNIGHAMIK NUNA-
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too close to the people, the new administration 
actively recruited men and women who knew 
the north, often people who had learned to 
speak the Inuit language passingly and who 
had worked and lived among Inuit. Even while 
in the south the national philosophy of free en­
terprise was moving from triumph to triumph 
amidst the post-war economic boom, in Nuna­
vut a full and humane welfare state was being 
constructed. If the new society being so rapid­
ly built was hard on the local people, this was 
seen as a temporary nuisance of little account 
when measured against the terrible hardships 
suffered by Inuit in famines and epidemics, 
hardships well publicized and dramatically dp- 
scribed in southern books and magazine 
articles.

It was not long before the demand arose to 
divide the Northwest Territories in much the 
same way as has been proposed today. But at 
least one important feature was different.
Some proponents of change argued that the 
Nunavut area was so different and would re­
quire so much unconventional development 
work that it would "hold back” the Mackenzie 
which was presumed to be rushing headlong 
into an Alberta-type boom. Also, the Inuit were 
assumed to be less politically developed than 
the Dene because they had less contact with 
whites and still mostly used their native lan­
guage. Both the Liberals and Conservatives 
moved forward in succession to create the 
new Nunatsiaq territory. The idea was only 
dropped when a key northern spokesman for 
the Conservatives switched his ground be­
cause of the lack of elected representation 
from the Nunatsiaq area and hence the lack of 
any voice for the people directly affected. The 
year was 1963.

But the matter did not end there. Many north­
ern administrators as well as Inuit themselves 
felt that the policies being pursued in the 
Mackenzie Valley were not suitable for the 
Nunavut area. They felt That more and more 
Nunavut would be a minority region towed

Т1АМГ' OKAKTOT NONGOLIKTILOGO 1956. TO- 
HAKTAKPIAKTOK TAPKONONGA. AVIKO NGITOT 
TAYANOAK, ILITOGHOKOFAGHOGO 10 NI OKIONI 
OKAMAYOTIGIYAT PIYOGHAK TAYA KAVAMALIKI- 
NIK NUNAT ILITKOHIAT MALIKLOGO. HIVOGAGI- 
YAT NUNAVUT AVITKALOAKAN KOKMIN, KAVAMA- 
LIKINIGA IHOINAGAHOGIYAT KAVAMAT ATOAMI 
IHOAGIYAT ONA OKAOHIK ALANANIKLO IHOAGl- 
PLOGIT PITKOIYOTIT, PIOMAIOAGHOGO AVIKTO- 
GHIMANIGHAM PIVAIIAYOHIGHA YALONAIMI, 
TALVATAOK PIHIMANAHOAKLOGIT NUNALAT TITI- 
GAKVIT IKAYOGHIOTIIHIMAYOGHAT TCTKOMANA- 
HOAKLOGIT PILOAGAGHAT INUKNON NUNAVUT- 
MONLO.
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along by the larger Mackenzie population 
oriented towards the traditional development 
models of the south.

When the Carrothers Commission created to 
advise Ottawa on “ the development of govern­
ment in the Northwest Territories” reported in 
late 1966, it was very aware of these issues. It 
recommended that division not occur just then, 
but be reviewed in ten years. It argued that in 
the meantime, what was needed was political 
development beginning at the community level, 
and it feared that if the Nunavut area was cut 
loose from the dynamic Mackenzie, its political 
progress might falter. Ottawa accepted this ad­
vise and moved to accept other key recom­
mendations, notably the creation of a full-scale 
provincial-style administration in Yellowknife, 
albeit retaining the regional offices which 
helped preserve some important sensitivity 
toward Inuit and Nunavut.

From the beginning, governments had ac­
cepted the reality of two norths within the NWT 
and the need for two sets of policies and 
administrative structures. Debates in the NWT 
Council (as the Legislative Assembly was 
earlier called) often centred on the differences 
in style and content of the administrations in 
the two areas, and not always politely.

HIVONGANIN KAVAMAT ANGIGH i MA Y AIT MALtSOK 
OKIOKTAKTOGHAK NUNATIAMI, PIYAKAKNIPLO* 
GIK MALGOK ILITKOHILIOGOTIGHAK AOLATIYOTT- 
GHAKLO. OKAMAYOTIT NUNATIAM KATIMAYITA 
(MALIGALIOKTINGOKTOT KINGOVAKON) ОКАОП- 
KAKPAKTOT ALATKIKNIK AOLAYOTIKAGIAKAKNI- 
PLOGIK MALGOMANIK, OKAT1AGHIMAITOMIK. 
KINGOLIKNIK TITIKANI KIVIANGAYOYAKNiAKO- 
GOT KAVAMALIKIYAMI.
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Chapter Three 
FROM
ADMINISTRATION 
TO POLITICS
The council which was the nominal legislature 
for the Northwest Territories had long con­
sisted of senior federal government officials 
with important interests and responsibilities in 
the north. In fact, several appointed members 
continued to sit on this body until into the 
1970s. But in the previous twenty years 
elected representation had been added in 
stages. Only in 1966, however, was the 
eastern arctic (Kitikmeot, Keewatin and Baffin 
regions) given its first opportunity to elect 
members, the last area to be able to do so.

This transition is of the utmost historical impor­
tance because it reflects many other changes, 
some of them not yet complete. Ottawa had 
viewed the north as an area under federal con­
trol whose problems were administrative pro-

AOLAT1NIKMIN
KAVAMAUKINIKMON
KATIMAYIT TAIYAOHIMAYOTOKAT MALIGALIOK- 
TINIK NUN ATI AM ILAKAKPAKTOT ATANINIK 
KAVAMALOIT ATANNGOYANIK MONAGHIL.OAK- 
TONIK OKIOKTAKTOMIK. I LA, ILANGIT TILI- 
YAOHIMAYOT TALVANI IGHIVAKATAOVAKTOT 
1970 TIKITOGO. KIHIMI KINGOLINI OKIONI 20 Nl 
TAIYAOHIMAYOT ILAOVALIKTOT. 1966 GOTKTOM 
KIHIMI. I LA, KIVALIGHIT (KITIKMEOT, KIVALIT, KIK- 
ITALOPLO NUNAIT) NIGOAKTITAOVALIHAT PIYIG- 
HAMIKNIK, KINGOLIKPALIOYAOPLOTIK. 
TAIMAILIOKPALIOHIAT PILOAGAGHAOYOK ATAK- 
MAN ALANGOKPALIANIKNON, ILANGIT ILANGIT 
INIGHIMAINMATA. ATOAM TAOTOKTOYAKPAGA 
OKIOKTAKTOK ATANIKTOGAOYOK KANATAM 
KAVAMAININ AYOGHAOTIVALOIT IHOAGHAKTAO 
PLOTIK ATAYOT MANILIKINIKMON IL- 
AGINAKLOGIT PILIMANGITOT. TAIMAILIOKNIK 
IHOAGHAOTAOYK HAMAYAONIGANON MILVIT 
AYOGHAOTAOVAKTOT INUKNON PITKOYAOGAN- 
GAMIK. IMAKAKNAGHIVAKTOK INUIT "INGIG* 
HIMAITAGHAINIK” ATOGAHOAKLOGIT KAVALALI- 
KINIGIT KANATAMIOT ATOGAHOGIVAGAIT IN­
UKNON, IHOMAINAKTOHITIK NIKITIGON, OKOAK- 
MIOVIKTIGON, INUHIKON, OKAOHIMIKONLO PIVA- 
LIOHIGHAITIGONLO NOTAKAMIK. INUIT TONIK- 
TONIKAKPAGHIMAYOT TALVONA, KIHIMI 
TAMAIYAT ANGOYAKPALIOTANI KAPLONAT 
AOLATIVALIKMATANOTAMIK INUHIKMIK.
NUNAVULIOLIGAMIK OVALONIK NUNATIALIOLIGA- 
MIK 1963 Ml OKPIKNAGHiVALIAYOK ILITKOHIA 
OKIOKTAKTOM NAPAKTOKAKNIGOM ALANGAYO- 
HIA KOKMIN, INUIT ALATKINIK IHOMAGIYALGIT 
PIOMAYAKAGHOTIKLO, OKIOKTAKTOK ANGIVALA- 
LOAGHONILO ATAOTIMIK ATANIKTOGAOYAMINI. 
MALGOIK KAVAMAT KINGOLOGIKTAGHIMAYOK 
ATOAMI MALIGALIOPAKTOK TITIGAGIGHIMALIG- 
HOTIKLO NAONALOTAGHANIK NOTAM NUN ATI A- 
GHAM. KIHIMITAOK 1963 Ml NUNAVUTIVIOT AHIA- 
TIGON KOKMIOT NIGOAKTITAOLAITOT, TALVA AVI- 
GHIMAYOTIGILIKTAMIKNI TAIMAlNGINAKNIAGO- 
NAGHIYOGALOIT AOLATINAHOAKTONGITOTON 
INUHIKMIKNIK. IHOMALOGIYAT INUIT AMIGAITOT 
AVIGAHOAKTAOYOHIA NUNATIAM TALVONA. 
TAPKOA INUIT INMIKON ATANIKTOIVALIGHIMA- 
YONGINAMIK: IGHINAGOMANGITAIT INUIT 
AOLATIYOT ILITKOHIANI. TALVA, NUN ATI AK AVIN- 
NGITOK.
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blems which expertise, money and patience 
would surely remove. This approach, fully ap­
propriate perhaps to engineering airstrips, 
became more difficult when applied to people.
It assumed that the people were not "ready” 
to exercise the political rights which Canadians 
believe all peoples have, namely rights to ex­
press their preferences about essential mat­
ters of food, shelter, livelihood, language and 
opportunities for their children. Inuit had 
always had that power, but in the post-war 
period they temporarily lost much of it while a 
southern administration created a wholly new 
society around them.

The move to create a Nunavut or Nunatsiaq 
territory in 1963 had been based on the reali­
sation that conditions north of the tree-line 
were very different from those in the Macken­
zie Valley, that the people had different in­
terests and needs, and that the north was too 
large and diverse to be held together in a sin­
gle jurisdiction. Two succeeding governments 
in Ottawa had legislation and even a new coat 
of arms ready to create the new territory. But 
in 1963 the Nunavut people (apart from those 
in the Delta area) had no vote, so in their new 
territory they might have continued to be 
treated as an administrative problem rather 
than as a people taking charge of their own 
lives. That was the fear of many people who 
opposed division of the NWT at the time. Such 
people were not opposed to self-government 
for Inuit; they did not want Inuit left behind in 
the hands of administrators. So, the NWT re­
mained united.

The most important change resulting from the 
Carrothers report was the establishment of 
Yellowknife as the territorial capital. In the late 
summer of 1967 planes carried an Ottawa staff 
to Yellowknife where they spent the next fran­
tic months and years taking over the former 
federal administration and adding their own 
new elements. The arctic or Nunavut areas 
briefly continued to have their own arctic ad­
ministration in Ottawa briefly while the Yellow-

ALANGOKTIGOTIKAGIAKTOK ILITOGHOHIANIN 
CARROTHERS YALONAIMI HANAOYOMIN NUNA- 
TIAM ATANIKAKVIANIN. AOYANI 1967 TIKMIAK 
OHIYOK ATOAMIN HAVAKTINIK YALONAIMON 
IHOAGHAIYAKTOGHOTIK TAVANITOT AMIHONI 
TATKIGHIOTINILO OKIONILO IHOAGHAIPLOTIK 
KAVAMALOIT AOLAPKAIYOHIGHAINIKILAOGHOGIT 
INIMIK PIOTIMIKNIK. OKIOKTAKTOK OVALONIN 
NUNAVUT NUNAIT AOLANGITOT AOLATIYOHIT 
OKIOKTAKTOM ATOAMI KAVAMAT IN- 
IGITAITILOGIT YALONAIMI. TAMNA ATAINAGITOK.
ILANGITA INUIT HIVOGAGIYAT OKIOKTAKTOK Kl- 
HINGOKOVALIGIAGHANGNIK. TAPKOA INUIT 
IHOMAGITAOLIKTOT IHOMAKAGIAGHAINIK IN- 
GILGAKNITANIK OVALONIN AOLATIMAGITOLONIN 
NUNAVUTMIKHAVAGHAT PIOMANGITOYAGHOGIT, 
TAMNA ITKOMAYONAGHITOK ILANGATIGON. TAL- 
VALONIN PIYAGHALOIT AOLANGITOTKANOK
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knife government got organised, but this did 
not last long. Some people who feared that the 
arctic areas would now get less attention than 
before were dismissed as old-fashioned or just 
wanting to keep the running of Nunavut in their 
own hands, and this was perhaps true of 
some. However, the larger issue remained: 
how would Nunavut develop as a mere minori­
ty fringe of a territory whose centre of gravity 
and of interest lay along the Mackenzie River?
It was not just a question of whether the close­
ness and familiarity of Mackenzie interests 
would be more likely to catch the eye of the 
Yellowknife administration, or that the Macken­
zie had greater numbers and more conven­
tional political lobbies to push its interests. The 
federal arctic administration had been the 
focal point of Canada’s interests in the north; it 
had had its field staff on the ground in every 
arctic community, the prestige of its exotic and 
well-publicised work and a mandate in Ottawa 
to bring arctic loose ends together. The man­
date remained, in theory, but became mean­
ingless for two reasons. The headquarters and 
field staff were lost to Yellowknife, with the 
remaining skeleton staff kept in the dark by a 
Yellowknife government naturally anxious to 
establish itself as chief spokesman on northern 
affairs. And the amalgamation of the northern 
administration with the old and vilified Indian

NUNAVUT HIVOMOKTOKNIAGALOAKA AVIGHIMA- 
YOLONI NAHOGILOAKTOPLONI KOKMO?

APIKOTIKAFONGITO KANIYOHIALO ILITOGIMAYO- 
HIALO KOKMON MALAOYOHILO IGIYA OYOHIGHA 
YALONAIM AOLATIYOHIATIGON. OVALONIN KOK 
AMIGAITKIYANIK KITIYOTIKAKMAN IHOAKNIKAT- 
KIYAOGOMILONIN KAVAMALIKIYAMINI. KAVAMA- 
LOIT OKIOKTAKTOKON AOLATIYOHIAT TOGAYOK 
KANATAM OKIOTAKTOLIKIYOHIAGON. POLATATI- 
KAKPAGHIMAOK TAPKOTIGONA NUNAINI OKIOK- 
TAKTOM TAMAINI, TAOTOHIA NUNANIN ALANIN 
IHOMALIOHOHIA TITIGAKTAOHIMAYOK INIGIGHI- 
MAYONIK ATOAMI TAPKOA KATIGHOKTITIYOT 
OKIOKTAKTOM TAMAYAGHIMAYOTAINIK. PITKOI- 
YOT AOLANGITOK, TITIGAINAKON, KIHIMI HIVONI- 
KAKTYAGOIKTOK MALGOKON: ATANIKAKVIKLO 
HAVAKTITLO TAMAKTITAOYOT YALONAIMON. Kl- 
HINGOKONOIT IKITOT AVALIYAKOT TIKLAGOTI- 
PKAGHIMAYAIT YALONAIM KAVAMAITA ILITKO- 
HINIGOMAYOGALOIT OKIOKTATOM 
PINAHOAGAINIK, OVALO, KATIGHOKTAONIGA 
AOLAYOHIANIK OKIOKTAKTOM OTOKANON ITKILI- 
NON AOLATIYOTIKAFOKNON NOTANI KAVAMANI 
ATOAMI NONGOKTIHIMAYONI ATOAMINISTANIGA- 
HOALIKMAN ALATO IPIGAGHIMAYAIT ALANGOKTI- 
GINAHOALIGAMIK. NOTONIAHIT NUNAVUT 
AOLATAOYOHIA YALONAIMON ANGOYAGOIGHI- 
MAGHAKTILOGIT, NAKLIGHAKPAOHIALO TAKOG- 
HAOYOYAOHIALO ATOAM OKIOKTAKTOMON. 
KINGONIGIYA MIHIKNAOHIAT KAVAMAT, PINA- 
HOAGALOIT OKONATON TOHAKATAOTITLO OG- 
HOKYOALIKINKLO KASILIGHIOKNIKLO.
ILATAOK ONATAOK, OKAOTIGIPLOGO, NAONAI- 
LOTAOYOK. ATOA “PITKOINGITPAN”. PITKOIYON 
TONIYAOYOK NUNATIAMONLOAK. ONA ITKOMA- 
TIANGITOK. ATANILOANGIT NUNATIAM OKAMA- 
VAKKTILOGIT PIOMAPLOTIK TONIKTONIGHAMIK 
NOTKOIPLOTIK ATOAMIN, KAVAMALIKINIGOM IL- 
ITKHIA ATAOHIVIGHIMANGITOK OKIOKTATOK- 
MIOT PIOMAYOHIATON TONIKTONIGHAMIK: ATA- 
NIKTOGAOLOAGHINAKTOK YALONAIMIN. HIVO- 
MOKPALIOHIGHAK, IHOMAYOHIATIGON NUNA- 
TIAMI ATANNGOYAT, KILAMIGHOTAOYOTON IOTK 
KAPLONAT ILITKOHIANON. ONA TONIKTONIK 
NOLAYOK OKIOKMIOTANON INUHIMAITONON 
OKIOKTAKTOMI KIHIMI NOKAFOGHIMAYONON 
KINIGHIAPLOTIK NOTANIK PINAHOAGAGHANIK 
INUYOTIGHANIKLO. I LA TAMNA NAONAIYAGHI- 
MAYAT OKAOTAOVAKTOT KATIMAYONI.
ILIKOHIGALOANGAT KANATA TOHAOMAYOHIA 
AKLIKNAKTOK. KINGOANI HITAMAT NUNAT
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administration in a new government depart­
ment in Ottawa so diluted departmental credi­
bility so that other Ottawa ministers and de­
partments either ignored or flouted the at­
tempts at co-ordination. Indeed, this large new 
co-ordination structure became something of a 
curiosity in the central agencies of the Ottawa 
government. Effectively, the transfer of the 
Nunavut administration to Yellowknife ended 
Ottawa's long post-war period of energetic, 
humane and visionary interest in the arctic. 
What followed were the various efforts of this 
or that government body, the most profound 
initiatives being in communications and in fa­
cilitating oil and gas development.

But this was also, arguably, a sign of the 
times. If Ottawa did not ‘‘initiate” , the initiative 
had passed to the territories themselves. This 
was only partly true. While senior territorial of­
ficials argued for more and more transfers of 
power from Ottawa, the political system was

KIVATANI KATIGHOKMATA KANATAM ILITKOHIA- 
TON, HIVOLIK ILALIOTIHIMAYOK MANITOBA. 
ALTKIVALOKALIGHOTIK INUNIKTIGAMI NOATKATI- 
GINGITONIK TAYAKTAOYOTON ILIPLOTIK 
NUNAKAGOMAYONIN, OKAKTONIN NIPITOGHO- 
TIK 0KAGH0TIK KAVAMALIKINIGOM IL- 
ITKOHIANIK, TAOTOKAMIKO IHOILIGHAIYOTIG- 
HAKTIK INMIK PI TAG IO LOAGO MAP LOGO MANIKA- 
LIKNIGHAK. ILITKOHIGIYAT NUNALILOIT INUIT 
ATILGIT RED RIVER REBELLION (AKIKKITOTIYOK) 
— AKILIYAT ATOA TAVANGAHIN NOTAMIK AV- 
GONMIK AOLAGOYIPLOTIK HIVONIOKTAYOMIK 
NUNALIKMIN REILMIN. (KINGONGATIGONTAOK, 
ILANGIT PIVALIOTIOGALOIT TAMAGAKTOT, ILINA- 
OGOTIGHAIT INUIT PITKOYAOvOT NOVEMBER, 
1982 Ml, MANITOBAM ITKILIPYANIN 
KATIMAYOTANI MALIGALIOGHOTIK ATOAMI).

OHOILOTAGIYA KAVAMALIKINIGOM ILITKOHIATA 
ONAGITAOLOAKMAN ATOAMIN INUINLO YALO- 
NAIM, TITIGAKVIT TONIKTONIKAGATIK, TAMAGA- 
LOKMIKLONIN NUNATINNIGAGHIMAYONATIK. 
CARROTHERTKOGIT ILITOGIMAYAT TAMNA 
IHOILOTAK IHOMATINAGHOGOLO KAVAMANIKTI- 
GOMIK NUNAVI INUKNON ILITOGHOTIGINIAGA-
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not yet one in which northerners then acquired 
that power: it was merely concentrated in the 
hands of the Yellowknife administration. The 
way forward, according to the official territorial 
viewpoint, was to advance quickly to responsi­
ble government on the southern model. This 
would effectively transfer power to the minority 
of northerners who had moved there in search 
of new opportunities and lifestyles. But that is 
what the historical conventions seemed to 
indicate.

A parallel with earlier Canadian history is re­
markable. After four eastern colonies came 
together as Canada in Confederation, the first 
area added was Manitoba. There a mixed- 
blood native population was being pushed by a 
more impatient settler influx who, proclaiming 
loudly the dictates of the traditional political 
system, saw their chance to dominate political 
events and take over the local economy. The 
reaction of the local people — the so-called 
Red River Rebellion —  forced Ottawa onto the 
side of fair play and the new province was 
created along lines chosen by the natives led 
by Riel. (Subsequently, many of those gains 
were lost, a lesson urged upon Inuit in Novem­
ber, 1982, by a Manitoba Metis delegate during 
a constitutional conference in Ottawa.)

The problem was that this political history was 
being played out by people in Ottawa and peo­
ple in Yellowknife, few of them elected to any 
office, and none of them from the native popu­
lation majority in the territories. The Carrothers 
commission, recognising this problem, had 
proposed the establishment of local govern­
ment structures to give the people an educa­
tion in politics. Nobody had apparently thought 
to inquire if perhaps the native people had 
their own ways of doing things, having suc­
cessfully survived in the area for millennia and, 
therefore, having obviously made some correct 
choices along the way.

The territorial government had, as its chief 
mandate, to move ahead vigorously with the

HOGIYAT. KINALIKAKLONIN IHOMANGITOK
APIGHILOTIK INUINAIT INMIKON IL-
ITKOHIKAGIAGHAITA HOLIYOTIGHAMIKNK IN-
UHIMAYOPLOTIK OKIONI AMIGAITONI OVALO
IHOANAKPAGHIMAYOPLOTIKLO.
NUNATIAM KAVAMAIT PIKHIMAYOT, HIVOMOK- 
TOKNIKMIK PIVALIAYOTIGHANIK NUNAT KAVA- 
MAITA. PIHIMAYOK. KIHIMI INUINAIT OTAK- 
INGITOT. NONGOANI 1960 KAPLONAT ILITOGIYOT 
ILANGANIK NALVAGONMIK OKIOKTAKTOMIK, TAL- 
VANI KIHIMI NALVAKPALIGAMIK OGHOKYOANIK- 
LO KASILINIKLONUNAM ATANI AMIGAONAHOGI- 
YAOYOT IMAMLO ATANI. AMIGAGHOLAGGTIYOT 
KAPLONAT NUNANIN KOINGINAGHIPLOTIKLO 
NIPIGALOIT IKAKOGALOITLO NALVAGHIOKTOT Pl- 
YOMIKTITINAHOATLO IHOIGOTIYOT 
OKIOKTATOMI INUHIKMIK. HIVOGAKPANITAOK 
ITKILIT, IHOAGHAINAHOGITPAKTILOGIT TITIKANIK 
ATIGHIMAYONIK INGILGAN NALVAKPALIHAKTILO­
GIT. ILIHIMALIGAMIKO INIGIYAILIKTOT, IN JIT AFI- 
MAYOT ONGAHITOGHIGIKPALAGAMIK. KIHIMI 
KOGOM PANGANI NUNANI AMIGAITOT TONIKTO- 
YOT HIVOLIGHOIYIT, AKNAINAPYAIT IN­
IGIYAILIKTOT HIVOLIGHA3/«NIK KINGOVAKON 
HONAOVA INUIT KAVAMALIKOTIGHAINIK. 
KATOYIGIYAT COPE, HIVOLIKPANGOYOK KAVA- 
MALIKINIGHAK OKIOKTATOMI. TAIMAITOT INUIT 
ILIHIMATIAKTOT PIVALIAYOHIANIK ALASKAMI 
NOATKATIGIGOHIAT KANINAMI NUNALIKIYAMIK- 
Nl. NUNALIKINIK HOLIANGOLOALIKTOK INUINAIT 
PINAHOOGOHIANI OKIOKTAKTOMI AHIANILO 
KANATA.
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development of local government. It did so.
But the native people did not wait.

At the end of the 1960s, the south experienced 
one of its periodic discoveries of the north.
This time it was inspired by the oil and gas re­
serves which were thought to underlie much of 
the northern lands and seas, especially beyond 
the tree-line in the Nunavut area. A new rush 
from the south began and the noise and litter 
of exploration and development suddenly im­
pinged upon the arctic way of life. Further 
south the Dene, still trying to get satisfaction 
for treaties signed long ago in earlier discovery 
eras, knew what this foretold and began to or­
ganise. Inuit were scattered and more isolated, 
but in the Delta communities a number of 
strong leaders, mostly women, began to 
organise what later became the Inuit political 
movement. Their organisation, COPE, was the 
first native political organisation in the north. 
These people were very aware of develop­
ments in Alaska where their close kinsmen 
were involved in the land claims movement. 
Land claims became the focal point of the

OKIOTAKTOM KAVAMALIKIYOHIA MALGOKNIK AP- 
KOTIKAKTOK. INUINAIT OKAOTIKAKTOT NUNALI- 
KINIKMIK, KIHIMITAOK IHOMAGILOAKTAT PILOAT- 
KIYAONIPLOGO NUNAM ALANGCKTIKNIGANIK. 
PIYOTAOLOAKTOK APIKON AOLAYOTAGON INU- 
HIKMIK IHOMAGIYAOLOAKPAGHIMAYOK 
AMIGAINIKONLO HILAKAOHIALO — NUNAKPOT 
NUNAVUT, KAVAMALIKINIGOM IHOMAYOHIA 
KIHIMI TAMNA IHOMAYOHIA KIHIMI TAMNA IHO- 
MAGIYAOTIANGITOK KAPLONAGHAIT ATOLIKPA- 
GAT HONIKLIKKAK OKAOTIKALIGANGAMIK 
KAPLONAT OKAOTIKALIKPAKTOT AVIGHIMANI- 
KON, INMIKNON, ILIKOHITOKAKT K PIPLOGO 
PINAHOGITOGO KAVAMALIKINIK PIYOTIGIPLOGO 
AOLATINAHOAKNIK HONAGHAKA<NIKMIK TAL- 
VANGA PINIAKMAN IHAGIANAIYOTIGHA 
OKIOKTAKTOM. ATOAM OKAM AN IK LOTI GIYAKTAP-
KOAK IHOMAYOTIK. ILIHIMANGITOYAGHOGO 
AVGOTIKAKNIK NANMINIKTOTAONGINMAN MO- 
NAGHINIKLONIN MANIKAKNIKLONIN ONALO 
NUNALIKINIK APIGHOTAOYAGHANGANIK 
KAVAMALIKINIGOM ILITKOHIANIK OVALONIN 
KIVGAKTOINIK. KIHIMITAOK OKIOKTAKTOM 
ONIPKANGIYOHIA HIVONIGHIMATIAGIALIK 
TALVANI. “AVIKTOGHIMAYOKAKNIK 
NUNALIKINIKLO" NAONAILOTAOKAFOKTOK IHO- 
MALIOGOTITIGON PIOMAYATIGON LO NAONAITAO-
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native movement in the north as elsewhere in 
Canada.

Northern politics henceforth ran in two chan­
nels. The native population talked of land 
claims, but really meant a great deal more 
than just a land transaction. What was involved 
was the entire question of management of 
their own lives which always had been deter­
mined by the bounty and climate of the land —  
our land, Nunavut. It was a political viewpoint 
but one which did not fragment into the vari­
ous specialties by which southern constitu­
tional experts tended to approach such issues. 
The non-natives talked about provincehood 
which, given their tradition, represented for 
them the fullness of political development and, 
significantly, the control of the natural re­
sources from which the future wealth of the 
north was assumed to come. Ottawa has dis­
puted both views, denying that provincehood 
necessarily implied resources ownership, man­
agement or revenues, or that land claims in­
volved questions of political structures or rep­
resentation. But northern history must be 
clearly understood on this point: "province­
hood" and "land claims" are code words for 
whole baskets of ideas and aspirations which 
express the shared longing of northern peoples 
for the power to run their own lives.

With the founding of COPE at the beginning of 
the 1970s, and the national Inuit organisation, 
Inuit Tapirisat of Canada, as well as regional 
member organisations in the four NWT Inuit re­
gions plus Quebec and Labrador, a new force 
was present. At Churchill, Manitoba, the 
federal government had operated a residential 
school and here many of the young Inuit from 
the various regions of the eastern NWT and 
from Quebec spent many hours together dis­
cussing the problems of their people and their 
homeland. Most of today’s Inuit leaders were 
once part of that small group of young people. 
From the beginning, the imposition of alien cul­
tural forms by a determined administration run

MANIUKTOHIAGON COPE-KOT HIVONIAN! 1970, 
NUNAKYOAMLO INUIT KATOYIATA, INUIT TAPI- 
RIST KANATAMI, ILAGIPLOGIT NUNALAT KATOYI- 
VALOIT NUNATIAMI INUIT NUNAINI ILAGIPLOGIK 
KOIPIKLO LAPRATOALO, NOTAK TONIKTONIK 
MIHIKNAGHIYOK. CHURCILLMI (KOKYOAGA- 
LOKMI), MANITOBAMI, KAVAMALOIT ILIHAKVIKA- 
GHIMAYOT TOKOVOLIKMIK TALVANI AMIGAITOT 
INULGAMIT INUIT ALATKININ NUNANIN KIVATANI 
NUNATIAM. KOIPIKMINLO. OKAKATIGIKPAKTOT 
AKONI AYOGHAOTAINIK NOATKANMIK NAYOKA- 
MIKLO NUNAT. AMIHONIGIT INUIT HIVOUGHOTIT 
OPLOMI ILAOHIMAYOT TALVANI IKITOGALOIT IN­
ULGAMIT CHURCHILL ILIHAKVIANI ATAOTIKON. 
HIVONGANIN, ILITKOHIA ALANGAYOM ILIĨKOTIM 
IHOMALIOGOTAOVAKTOK AOLAYOTIGHAM KA- 
PLONANIN IHOATIANGITOGALOAK, OVALOTAOK 
ILITHOHIOVAKTOK ILIHAKVIKNI.

PAMIGHAKVILOANGAT INUIT AOLAYOHIATA, TAL- 
VATAOK, OKIOTAKTOMILOAKTOK AHINIVALAN- 
GONGITOK KIHIMI I LOAN I CHURHILL ILIHAKVIA- 
TA. KOKMITAOK AYIKOTAPYALIKITKILIT HIVO- 
NIOKTINIK, KOKLOGHIMAYOT NALOPIGHAK- 
TOTLO KAPLONAT KAVAMANI MIHIGIPKALIKTOT 
NUNAKATIGINGITO ILITKOHINIKKAVAMALIKIYOHI- 
NIKLO NOTANI KATOYIKATIGINI, ATONI A4AKTAI- 
LITIVAKTOT. OKIOKTAKTOM NUNAIT INUHIKMI- 
KON APTOAYOITOT, KIHIMI INUVIKMI COPE-KOT 
AYOGHAOTIKAKPAKTOT PINAHOAKAMIKON. 
OKIOKTAKTOK AVGOGHIMALIKTOK TAYA, iNUIT 
HOLIYAGHALIKTOT NUNATIAMI NIGOAKMATA 
OCTOBER. 1979 Ml, TAPKOA ILAGIYAT TAMNA.

KAPLONAT NUNAKALIKTOT KOKMI NAGHANITONI 
NUNANI ILITKOHIGILIKTA OKIOKTAKTOM, KIHIMI 
IKPIGINGITA. OVA I LA, KAPLONAT AMIGAITIKO- 
TAGINAKTAIT ITKILIT INUITLO ITKILIPYAITLO AMI- 
GAINIGOPLOTIK, KITIKAHIOTIHIMAITPATA HAVAK- 
TOVALOIT AOLAKATAINAKMATA NIGOAKPAKATIK- 
LO. OVALO, KALONAT AYOGIHIMAYOT TO'JIKTO- 
NIGAGON KANATA KAVAMALIKIYOHITA IL 
ITKOHIAGON NUNALIKNILO AVOGOGHIMAYOTLO 
KAVAMAITIGON KIHIMITAOK OKIOKTAKTOM I 
TAPKOA ATOKTAOHIMAITOT KAVAMALIKINIKON 
AYOGHAOTIKAKTOT. KINGOVAKONTAOK. DKIOK- 
TAKTOLINAMIK HOTIGONLIKAK ILINGAIYCTIG- 
HATIGON, ANIGOYAOTOYAAKTOT KAVAMAT 
PIVALIAYOHITIGON, ILITKOTIT AKAYOGHIOTINA- 
HOAGOTIT INUINAKNON MANITLO AOLATIYOTIT- 
LO ITAGIPLOGIT ATOAMI. TAYA ILANGIT HlVON- 
IOKTIT HIVOMOKTOGHOTIK OKAKPALIKTCT KAP-
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by outsiders was an obvious sore point, and 
perhaps nowhere more obvious than in school.
The real breeding ground of the Inuit move­
ment, however, was more in the state of the 
north than in any one forum such as the halls 
of the Churchill school. In the Mackenzie 
Valley where similar developments were occur­
ring under Dene leadership, frightened and 
confused southerners in government and out 
saw radical conspiracies and racist politics in 
the new organisations, and fought them bitter­
ly. The arctic areas were always more fortu­
nate in social cohesion, but around Inuvik the 
COPE Inuit had perhaps the most difficult situ­
ation of all to deal with. The north was now 
polarised, and all public affairs until the land­
mark territorial elections of October, 1979, 
would be a function of that.

The white community centred in the Mackenzie 
Valley towns was the dominant force in the 
north, but it didn’t feel so secure. For one 
thing, the whites were a numerical minority; 
the Dene. Inuit and Metis population consider­
ably outweighed them, especially if one did not 
count the short-term workers who came and 
went constantly and rarely voted. Also, the

NANGOK IHOMAINAKTOTIKAKTOGHAONGITOT 
NUNATIGON ANGOTIGHAITIGONLO, ANGOTIGHAT 
MANINAKTOYAOVAKTOT OKIOKTAKTOMI. TAPKOA 
INUIT IHOMAYOT HIVOGAHAKTAOYAMIKNIK, 
ANIGOYAOYOYAAGHOTIKLO IHOMAINAKTOKNIK- 
MIK KANATAMI.
INUINAIT, ILANGATIGON, ILIHIMAYOT KAPLONAT 
TONIKTOTKIYAOTANGITOKIOKTATOMI HAVAGHAT 
OKIOKTAKTOMI, ILIKOKTOTOLO INUITLO HAVA- 
GHAIT, TONIYAOLOAKPAKTOT KAPLONANON IK- 
LOGIGHIYAOPLOTIKLO PITIAKTAOPLOTIKLO, 
NIAMGITAKTITAOPLOTIKLO HOVALOKTIGON. 
KAVAMAT ILITKOHIT, MALIGAITLO API3HOIVIKNI 
HOLIYOVALOITLO AOLATAOYOT KAPLONAT PIO- 
MAYAITIGON, ILITKOHIKMIKONLO OKAOHIKMI- 
KONLO. OKIOKTAKTOMI KAPLONAT ILIHIMATIAK- 
TOT AOLAYOHINIK ILITKOTIT ILIHIMAYOHIATLO 
NUNATIAM MALIGALIOGAINIK TAMNA ILIHIMA- 
NAKTOK. INUIT NUNAIKTAOHOGHAKTOT ANGO- 
BIAKVIKTAOPLOTIKLO IKLOKPAKNON3AKTAOP- 
LOTIK NUNANI MONATIAKTAOYAMIKNI KAPLONA- 
NIN AOLALIGHOGITLO INUHIT. ILANI NUIT NALO- 
PIGHALIKPAKTOT AYOGHALIGALOTIK_0 TAMNA 
PINAHOGILIGANGAMIKO, PITAGIYAOHIMALIGHOT- 
IKLO, INUTIT TAMAGHOTIK PILGHOKTALIGHOTIK- 
LO KITONGAGIT TAPOTIPLOGIT AGHAKTAOYOA- 
GHOTIK HONGITOYALIGHOTIKLO NUNAMI.
TALVONA, ATONI ANIGHOTIK IHOMALOLIGHOTIK- 
LO. INMIKNON PIYOGIYOTIPLOTIK OLOGIAHON- 
MIKON, INUINAIT PIVALIOHIAT PIYOTIGIPLOGO
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whites were heirs to the strong Canadian poli­
tical traditions of local and provincial govern­
ment which were not developed in the north 
and they felt politically disadvantaged. And 
finally, having come north in many cases be­
cause of economic prospects, they found 
these denied by government policies of gradu­
alism, policies clearly aimed both at helping 
the native population and keeping revenues 
and control in Ottawa hands. Now some native 
leaders were going further and saying that 
these whites should never have rights to lands 
and resources, the very economic assets 
which seemed the sole way to make big 
money in the north! Such people felt 
threatened, and felt they were being denied 
the elementary rights of Canadians.

The native peoples, on the other hand, knew 
that the real power in the north lay with whites. 
The jobs in the north, private and public ser­
vice jobs, went to whites who were provided 
with good houses and often special allow­
ances, special sources of southern supplies 
and other luxuries. The government system, 
the courts of law and every public agency 
worked the way the white people from the 
south had chosen, according to their rules and 
in their language. The northern whites knew 
how the system worked, and they dominated 
the territorial Legislative Assembly. Inuit had 
literally been taken from their hunting grounds 
and placed in new bungalow communities 
where the white people could better administer 
them and run all aspects of their lives. At best 
Inuit were bewildered and disadvantaged when 
trying to deal with this. At worst, they were vic­
timized, with lives lost and many smaller but 
poignant tragedies affecting every family as a 
result of an uncomprehending and frequently 
inappropriate way of life superimposed on their 
world.

It was in this situation, with two hurt and ag­
grieved parties blaming the other for its ills, 
that the native movement developed. Founded 
on an ethnic definition, repudiating the role of

PIYOTIGILOGO INUYOHIAT AVITOGO ILITKOHIAT 
KAPLONAT INUITLO ILIKOHIAT ATOKLOALGA- 
LOGO ILANI ILIKOHIAT KAPLONANAGONGITOT. 
TOOTIYOTON ILIPLOTIK KAVAMANON. ITKOMA- 
PLONI INUINAIT HIVONIOKTIT INULGAMIOPLOTIK 
ILANILO ILIHIMATIAGATIK KAPLONAT IN- 
IKNIGOVAKTILOGIT HIVONIOPKTIT TAMNA 
IKAYOGHIOTIYOITOK. ATOA AYOKNAKTOMIK 
TAFOMINGA IHOAGHAIVAKTOK. ILITOGIYOK 
PIVALAGHOAGITOMIK.
INUINAIT KATOYIT OKAKPAKTOT NOATKA 'f- 
MIKNON OKAOHIKMIKON AKOLIKTOIPLOTIK ATA- 
NIKNIKLO NUNANIKLO OVALONIK INUIT APIGHI- 
GANGATA APIGIYOTIGHALOANIK NUNATIAM KATI- 
MAYINON ALANITAOK TAPKOA AYOGHAK 'OT 
KIOYOTIGHAMIKNIK, HAPKONATION NUNALIKI- 
NIKTIGON MALIKAMLO ALANGOHINIK. KIHIMI 
NOTAT KATOYIOLIKTOT INMIKON IHOMALIOKPAK- 
TOT INUIT AYOGHAOTIGIYAINIK ILI- 
HIMALIGHOTIKLO IHOAGHA OTIGHAINIK. Э1Н1МА- 
TAKAGHOTIKLO ILIHAOTIGHALOANIK. ILIFAOTIP- 
LOGIT INUIT NUNAKYOAKON KAVAMALIK:/ilYO-
HIVALANGITIGON, TAPIRISATKOT
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the established (i.e. southern and white) public 
structures and often using analogies from the 
Third (i.e. non-white) World, the native move­
ment was on a collision course with govern­
ment. The fact that native leaders were young 
and often unkempt while white leaders were 
older and had "made it” didn’t help. Ottawa, 
faced with the unenviable task of sorting this 
out, found that the easiest approach was to do 
as little as possible.

The native organisations spoke with their popu­
lations in their own language and acted as in­
termediaries between officialdom and the peo­
ple in communities. Even when Inuit raised im­
portant questions in the territorial assembly 
these were often beyond the competence of 
that body, matters like land claims and consti­
tutional change. But the new organisations

MONAGHILOAGHOTIK NALAOHIKINIKON 
HATKOTAGIPLOGO. TAIMATON NOTAT
KATOYIKATIGIT HAVAGHITIGIVALG HOTIK HAVA- 
GOMAYONON INULGAMINON, HAVAGHAT OMIG- 
HIMAYOGALOIT INMKNON ILHATIA3HIMANGINA- 
MIK HAVAGHIKTOTAOYOT KAVAMANIN. IL- 
IHAGHIMAGHOTIK KAVAMALIKINIKVIIK. TALVANA 
KAVAMAIT NUNATIAM PITKOIHIMAGHO TAPKON- 
INGA AYOGHAGALOAKTILOGIT MALIGALIOKNIK- 
MIK KIHIMI AOLAPKAINAHOAYOITOMIK INUIT PIO- 
MALOAKTAINIK ILAGILOGIT INUIN/UT, HAVAKTI- 
GHAGHAGHIMAGHOTIK AYOITONIK MONAG- 
HIYOGHANIK OKIOKTAKTOMIK.

NOTAT KATOYIKATIGIT HAVAKALIKTOT KOYAGI- 
NAK KAVAMAT ILITKOHINI. KAVAMALOIT MANI- 
GHIKTOHIAT AOLATIYONMIK MANKAKVIAT, AO- 
LATAOYOK ATOAM KAVAMAININ PIDMAGAMIKO 
HAKLOVIOGIYAONAILAK INUKNIN "AMANI KANA- 
TAMI, KAKLIPKAKTIYOMIGHOGIT IMUKNON IHOI- 
TOTOKAT IHOAGHIVALIGIANGINI. ILANI KATOYI­
KATIGIT. ANIGHALIKPAKTOTHAVAGHATIGON
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concerned themselves with people’s problems 
and found ways to tackle them. They also car­
ried out an important educational role, teach­
ing the people in communities more about the 
world and especially the political world around 
them. Inuit Tapirisat always paid particular at­
tention to broadcasting as a tool, for instance. 
The new organisations also provided job oppor­
tunities for dedicated young Inuit, opportunities 
closed to them in government by the formal 
qualifications demanded, as well as the 
chance to learn and practice the political arts 
themselves. The territorial government insisted 
that such bodies had no legitimacy but stili 
failed to open up the administration effectively 
to the interests and participation of native 
peoples, preferring to hire more and more out­
side experts with more and more specialised 
qualifications to sort out the north.

The new organisations quickly found them­
selves working in vitually every area of govern­
ment policy. The federal funding which was the 
main source of their operating budgets had. 
after all. been allocated in part by an Ottawa 
government anxious to overcome the distrust 
and isolation of native peoples across Canada 
and bring them closer to oublie policy pro­
cesses where long-standing problems might be 
resolved. Sometimes the associations could 
obtain particular funding for projects which 
were of priority to Ottawa and then develop 
some new approaches. Other times the job 
was to criticise abuses or mistakes, to press 
for the development of relevant policies where 
needed, or to participate more effectively in 
existing processes. The co-operative move­
ment begun in the late 1950s had often been a 
training ground for the first wave of Inuit politi­
cians; now the native movement took over that 
role. The organisations pursued their work 
through lawsuits, publicity campaigns, appear­
ances before Parliamentary committees and 
other public bodies, but at all times they were 
and continue to be democratic political forces 
operating within the norms and conventions of

HIVOLIOYGHIMAYAIT ATOAM ALAHIGHIMA- 
GHOTIKLO. AHIATIGOTAOAK HAVANGOVAKTOK 
NAGOGIHIMAGHOGIT IHOINAGOTIKT, ILANITAOK 
AGHOGHIMAPLOTIK PIVALIANIKMON KAVAMAU- 
KOTILOATIGON, OVALONIN ILAONAHOAGHONI 
PIYAKAKNILOANON ATOKTAOYONON. TALVA- 
TAOK KOAPAIT AOLAGOTIYOT NONGOLICTILOGO 
1950 TIT ILIHAOYIVALIGHOTIKLO HIVOLKNON IN- 
UKNON KAVAMALIKIYIGHANIK. YAYA IN JINAIT 
HAGAGILIKAT TAMNA. KATOYIKATIGIT ONAGIYAT 
ONAGIYAT APIGHOIYITIGON, TOHAGHITAIPLOTIK. 
ALATLO INUIT, KAVAMALIKINIKTIKLO AOLAYOI- 
TAT KATIMAPKAINIKTGON INUKNIK.

KOKLOKNAGALOAKTILOGO OKIOKTAKTOKMIOT 
ILITOGIPKAKTITALIGANGAMIKIK PIOMAYALOATIK, 
KAVAMALOIT HONGIOTIYAIT. HIVOLIKPA<MIK TA- 
KOYAKTOKTAIT IHOANAK TAOHIMAYAGHAITA 
INUINAIT ILITKOHIANI HIVOMOKTOKTOT ILIHIMA- 
PLOGIT, KANOGITKALOAKTILOGIT KAVAMALIKI- 
YOHIT. TOKLIATAOK, TAKOYAT KANOGITOKUKAK 
INUIT ILITKOHIAT, TAPKOA PIYILIKTOKTAONGI- 
TOT. KINGOLIKPAKMIKTAOK, NAMAGIYAT INUI­
NAIT ILOMOKTOMIKLO TONIKTOHAGHO'IKLO NU- 
NAMON ATAYOT. TALVALONIN. TAMNA ILITKO- 
HIOKAFOKTOK INUINAIT NUNALIKIYOHIATA AlVA- 
NIGA HAKLOVIOKNAIYALIGAT PIKAFOGHMAYO- 
HIA. ATOAM KINGOVAKTIHIMAYA KAVAVALIKINI- 
GOM ALANGOHIA KAPLONAT AOLATILIKONAGIT 
OKIOKTAKTOMI INUINAIT HAPOMIALIGIAKTINAGIT 
PIOMAYALOAMIKNIK ILITOGIPKAKTITIKLOGOLO- 
NIN ILITKOHIL.
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a liberal democratic society. Despite regular 
shivers when northern native groups published 
their more strident demands, the federal gov­
ernment learned to live with the situation. First­
ly it came to see that there was much justice 
in the native position and that they were truly a 
disadvantaged group, whatever their potential 
as a political majority. Secondly, it saw that 
whatever the form of public structures, these 
were in fact not representative. And finally, it 
accepted that the native people had a real and 
strong attachment to the land. This was a 
minimum position and the native land claims 
negotiations are proving just how minimum it 
is. Ottawa, however, did hold back political 
change in the north so that the white minority 
could not take control before the native majori­
ty was able to defend its interests or impress 
its own viewpoint on public policy.
All of these struggles took place out against 
the frenetic activity of the oil and gas explora-

TAMAKMIK TAPKOA AGHOGOTIT ATCKTAOYOT 
MAMIANAKTONON ATOKTTAOYONON HAPKONIN­
GA OGHOYOAGHIOKTONONLO KASILIGHIOKTO- 
NONLO OKIOKTAKTOM NUNANI. OKIOKTA- 
KTOKMIOT NIGIOGiAKAKTOT MANIGHAKAKNIK 
KAHAGHIYAGHANGANIK TOGAYOGFAK OKIOK­
TAKTOM KAVAMAINON. HONAGHAK/XKNIGHA 
AOLAYOTIM KOVIANAKNIAGALOAKOK ILANGITA 
TAOTOKTOYAKTAT PIYAGHAOYOYAKTONIK ILI- 
KOKTONIN. KIHIMI ATOA OTAHINGONAKTOK NOT- 
KANGAINAKTOYALIKPAKAMI TAMATIGON

TILIYAOYOHIA APIGHOIYIM THOMAS- BERGER ILI- 
TOGHOITKOYAOPLONI TOGHOAKYOAGHATIGON 
BEAUFORT SEAMINLO KOGOMLO PANGANIN Hl- 
VOGANONLO KIGOM ALBERTAMON ATOKTAOLIK- 
TOK 1977 Ml AKAOTAOYOK ALANGC KTITIYOK KA- 
NATAMIOT IHOMAYOHINIK I LA, APIGHOIYOTIT 
AMIGAITONI TATKIGHIOTINI ILITOGHOIPLONI TO- 
NIKTOH AKN IKAKNIAGONAGHIGALOAKOK
OKAOTAOHOIGHANMI, ITKILITLO INUITLO HAKLO- 
VIOKNAIYAITILOGIT NUNAMIKNI TONILOGO 
KANATA TITIKATIGOT IHOMAYOHILOAMIKNIK 
INUYOHIKMIKONLO ATAKTOYOM OKIOKTAKTOM 
I LOAN I (TAIYAOVAOHIKMIKTON). KCVIANAKNIKO-
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tions being carried out in the arctic. North­
erners had cause to hope that revenues would 
soon flow and that if these could be directed to 
a northern government, the economics of 
public administration would be very encour­
aging. Others saw the situation more in terms 
of opportunities for private or collective enter­
prise. But impatience with Ottawa’s stand-pat 
policy grew on all sides.

The appointment of Judge Thomas Berger to 
inquire into the impacts of a pipeline from the 
Beaufort Sea and Mackenzie Delta area south 
through the Macker,:;e Valley to Alberta re­
sulted in a report in 1977 which significantly 
changed Canadian attitudes. In fact, the hear­
ings over the many months of the inquiry may 
have had more impact than the final report, 
with Dene and Inuit testifying in their commun­
ities and through the media giving Canadians 
their first real insight into the human side of 
the vast northlands (as they were so often 
called). Whether from feelings of romance, or 
scepticism occasioned by Vietnam and the US 
race riots. Canadians did not like the sight of 
their own culture crushing the ancient and 
workable ways of northern native peoples, 
what was more, the family and community 
values of the natives were evident and all too 
evidently different from the disorienting society 
of the south. The country was fascinated and 
moved by what it saw through the Berger in­
quiry. Also. Berger for the first time was able 
to bring together expertise and research which 
examined the impacts of northern development 
and. but for the first time effectively, made the 
powerful case against the "development for its 
own sake" mentality which had always charac­
terised Canadian thinking. Berger's report 
killed the immediate plans for a pipeline and 
the northern native people had won a stunning 
political victory.

This victory had profound psychological conse­
quences for native northerners. It was clear 
that the old frontier days when hardnosed out­
siders could use the north as a playground for

f .... _ I  -4 " .fe.

LONIN KOVI AN Al LGOKOLONIN ATOGHIMAYATt- 
GON VIETNAMLO AMIALIKAMLO INUNAGI4- 
GIYOHIAKTON ALATKIKAMIK. KANATAMICT 
IHOIGIYAT TAOTOA ILIKOHIKMIK HONGIYAKTA- 
OYOT INGILGAKNITAKLO HANAKIYOMINAOHIALO 
ILITKOHIAT OKIOKTAKTOM INUINAITA: TAPIGI- 
PLONI, KITONNGAGIT NUNATLO HOTILANGIT IN- 
UINAIT ALANGOKPALIAPLOTIK ILITKOHITOKANIN. 
NUNA AKLIGOTAKTOK IHOMALAKIPLONILO TAKO- 
YAMIKON BERGERM HAVAKTAITIGON. OVALO. 
BERGER HIVOLIKPAKON KATITIYOK ILIHIMANIK- 
MIKLO NALVAGHIOKNIKMIKLO AMIGAITONIK 
ILITOGHOIPKAIYOK OKIOKTAKTOM 
PI VALIA YOHI AN IKLO, HIVOLIKPANGONGIT OGA- 
LOAK KIHIMI TALVONA HIVOLIK. AGHOGCYOTI- 
GITA "FIVALIANIK ILIKON PIYON" 
IHOMAYOTIGIVAGAT KANATAMIOT. BERGERM 
HONNGIKTITAIT INIGIYAOTAOYOGALOIT TOGHO 
AKYOAGHATIGON TALVA INUINAIT 
AKIMAYOTIGIYAT KAVAMALIKINIKON AK I MA YON.

BERGERM AKIMAYOHIA INUINAKTIGON H VONI- 
LIK IHOMALIOKNAKTON IK, I LI NAOGHATITI ALIK IN- 
GILGA ILITKOTIT KIKLINGANIK KAPLONAT ATOK- 
PALIGAMIKO OKIOTAKTOK OLAPKIVIKTON 
ATOGHOGO HINAKTOMIKNON HIVONIGH^MIK- 
NONLO IH AGI AN Al K LOTI K. OKAMAYOTAOUWOK 
OKIOKTAKTOK TAIMAIHIMAINMAN, TAIMA.ONIN 
OKAOTAOVAKTOK ALANIN. CARROTHERS-<OGIT 
IHOMAYOTIGIYAT KOLINI OKIONI NAOTIK“OG- 
OMAPLOGO PI VALIA YOH IGHA KAVAMAT KOLIT 
OKIOT NATKIPLOTIKLO. KAPLONAT KILANAGIYAT 
BERGER NUNAKOMAYA, KOVIAGIPLOGOLO TILI- 
YAOYOHIA ANGAYOGHIK ATOAM KAVAMJLIYI- 
GHA. BUD DRURY. ILITOGHOIYOGHAK TA-OM- 
INGA. YALONAI INMIGON NALVAGHIOKTIMGO- 
MAHIMAYOK. KOYAGINAOYAOHIMAYOK IMOMAY- 
OHIA MALIGALIOKTINIK TAYA PI HI MA Y AO YON'К, 
TAPIONIAGONAGHIYOK BERGER PIYAINON

DRURY INAVIGIYAOYOK HIVONNGANlN INUINAIT 
AOLAYOHIAT HAKLOVIOGOHOKMATA T ALYONA 
AGHOGOYIGINAGOLO PITAGINAHOAKLOGO TAM- 
NA OKPIGIATAON. PIVIGHOTAONAHOAGHl MAIT- 
KOMI IHOTATKIYAOYONAGHIYOGALOAK. <IHIMI 
ОКЮКТАКТОКМЮТ TAIMAINGITOT. MAMIATAK- 
TOT. IHOMAGILOAKTAT AVGOTIGHA NUNATIAM. 
ATAINAKTOKLO ATAOHIVIGHIMAYOK INUff PK> 
MAYAT. TAFOMONA. I LA OKAOHIK KAIVALDANGI- 
NAKTOK OKAGHONI IMANAK. KIHIMI . AHIN 
OKAOHIK AVATIKNOKTITOGO NAONAITOk 
NUNAVUT AKITAGHAK. TALVALONIN, DRU4Y 
OKAOHIA NIPAITOLIOKTOK AM I HON IK,
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their dreams and their fortunes were over. It 
may be argued that the north never was such 
a playground, but so went the legend in certain 
quarters The Carrothers commission had pro­
posed a ten-year review of the development of 
government and the ten years were up. Many 
whites, anxious about the post-Berger world, 
greeted happily the appointment of a senior 
Ottawa politician Bud Drury, to study the situ­
ation Yellowknife had threatened to create its 
own inquiry and. given the generally reac­
tionary attitudes of the Legislative Assembly 
majority of the day. it would like have been lit­
tle more than a rearguard action against 
Berger

The Drury inquiry was hampered from the 
beginning because the native movement did 
not have confidence m it nor was any serious 
attempt made in practice to wm that con­
fidence The inquiry’s low-profile and discreet 
approach might have suited the board room 
set. but northerners weren’t like that, and 
besides, their tempers were up. The inquiry’s 
major focus was on the question of division of 
the NVVT. the continuing and universal Inuit de­
mand On that issue, strangely, the report went 
around and around, saying "No. but...", and 
then turning the subject over again Clearly 
Nunavut was the idea to beat Nevertheless, 
the Drury report made many quiet, useful 
analyses of how the NWT government was 
working, or not working, and despite the un­
satisfactory nature to native northerners of its 
final recommendations, contains much in­
teresting material.

Several other events tended to bury the Drury 
report just before it came out in early 1980. In 
January. 1979. the Inuit population of 
Greenland voted strongly to adopt "home 
rule", a plan which their elected political 
leaders had negotiated with Danish parliamen­
tarians and government In May. 1979. the new 
Greenland government took office. It has amp­
ly demonstrated the capacity of Inuit in a 
similar situation to deal with the most complex
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issues and has expanded the range of con­
tacts and mutual interests with Canadian Inuit. 
Although Canadian Inuit are sceptical about 
applying home rule precedents to northern 
Canada, they are interested in various specific 
features and in the broader experience of 
cultural and administrative development in 
Greenland.

The Canadian constitutional work involving 
native peoples in all parts of Canada reached 
a turning-point in February, 1979, when the 
Prime Minister and Premiers agreed to meet 
directly with native leaders to discuss the 
question of native rights in the Constitution.

ATGOMINAKTOLIOKTOK KANOK NUNATIAM KAVA- 
MAIT HAVAOHINIK, HAVANGITAINIKLONIN, IHOI- 
NAGHIMAYOGALOIT INUINAIT PIOMAYOHIT. IL- 
OLIKAKMIOTLONIN ATOKTAGHALOANIK.
ALATLONIN PIYAVALOIT PIGOLGAYAKTAIT DRURY 
OKAOHIT HAVITAOGIAKTINAGIT. JANUARY, 1979 
Ml, INUINAIT AKOKITOMI AGHOGHOTIK NIGOA- 
GHIMAYOT "NANMINIK ILITKOHINIGOM APLOTIK’ ’, 
IHOMALIOGOHIAT NIGOAGHIMAYAMIK KAVAMA- 
LIKIYIGHAKTAKMIK AIVAYOTIGIHIMAYAT DANISH 
MALIGALIOKTINON KAVAMAININLO. MAY, 1979 
Ml, NOTAMIK AKOKITOK DAVAMANIKTOK. ILI- 
NAOGHAOTAOYOK PILANIGANIK INUIT AYI- 
KOTALIOGOTIGHANIK TAIMAITONIGOMAGOMIK 
PILAHILOTIK ATOGOMAYAMIKNIK TAMNA HIL- 
GAHAGOTAOYOK KANATA INUINON. KANATAM 
INUIT NALOPIGHAGALOAKTILOGIT PIOMAYOHIG- 
HAMIKNIK NANMINIK I LITKOH INIGOMANIKMIK 
TONONGANI KANATAM, HILGAHOTIKAKTOT ALAT- 
KINIK PIYAGHANIK AKLIOYOMIKLOGIT ILIHIMA- 
YAT ILIKOHIKON AOLANIGAGONLO PIVALIAYO- 
HIATA AKOKITOMI.
KANATAMIOT MALIGALIOGOHIAT PIYOTIGIPLOGIT 
INUIT TAMAN I KANATAM I ALANGOVIA TIKITOK 
FEBRUARY, 1979 Ml, PRIME MINISTERLO AT*N- 
NGITLO KATIKAGOMAKMATA INUIT HIVOLIGHOK- 
TINIK TAKOKPIAKLOGIT OKAOTIGIOMAPLOGO 
APIKON INUIT IHOMAINAKTOHIAT MALIGALIO- 
KANI. ANGIKATIGIGHOTIKLO NAONAIYAI- 
YOMAPLOTK HAVAOHIAGON TAFOMA INUINAKNO 
PINAHOAGHOTIK INUINAIT PIKATIGILOGINAHOAK- 
LOGIT. HIVOAGON TAFOMA TOHAGHAOYOKANGI- 
TOK KANATAM ONIPKAOYOHIAGON AKIMAYOHIA- 
TA ILITKOHIAGON OVALO HONNGIKTITA 
OKAM AN IAGOTAT TAPKOA OKIOKTAKTOMIOT IN-
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They also agreed to conduct detailed work on 
that subject with as much native participation 
as possible. Such recognition, won by no other 
group in Canadian history, certainly weakened 
the argument of those northerners who denied 
that native people had any special claim for at­
tention in northern political development. Dur­
ing the year various meetings and com­
mitments followed. One northern native leader 
proposed to Prime Minister Clark that just as 
southern regions had entered full Confedera­
tion in Canada according to their local cir­
cumstances and history, the north should enter 
on the basis of the native history and land oc­
cupation, a view which the Prime Minister 
began to study before his government fell.

In September, 1979, Inuit Tapirisat held its an­
nual general meeting in Igloolik. With a large 
number of expert advisers reflecting the com­
plex work in many fields now under develop­
ment by the Inuit, and the many reports from 
organisations set up under the Inuit Tapirisat

UINAIT PIHIMATAKAKNIPLOGIT AYOIYONMIK IL- 
ITOGIMAYAOYOGHAMIK OKIOTAKTOM KAVAMA- 
LIKIYOHIANIK. OKIONI ALATKINI KATIMANIGIT 
MALIGHAOYAKPAKTOT, ATAOHIKTAOK 
OKIOKTAKTOMI INUINAK HIVONIOKTIOYOK FIT- 
KOIYOK PRIME MINISITAMIK KAPLONAT ILITKO- 
HIKALIGIAKTILOGIT (ATOLIGIAKTILOGIT) KANA- 
TAM ATAOHINGOKTIOHIANIK ILITKOHIKMIKONLO 
ONIPKANGOYOHIMIKONLO, OKIOKTAKTOK PIYA- 
KALIKNIPLOGO INUINAIT ONIPKANGOYOHIAMIK- 
.L. ° ^ NAKAOH,AN,KLO- tao to a  ta fo m a  prim e  
MINISTAM TAKOGAHOALIKTA KAVAMAT HON- 
NGIKTAOTINAGIT.

SEPTEMeER. 1979 Ml, INUIT TAPIRISAT KATIMAP- 
YOAKTOT IKLOOLIKMI. AMIGAITOIK AYOITOK7AG- 
IAGHOTIK AYOIGH Al HIM AKTOT HAVAGHAVALDK- 
NIK KOYAGINAK ATOKPALIKTAINIK INUIT AMI- 
GAITONIKLO TOHAKATAGHIMAGHOTIK KATOYIVA- 
LOKNIN ATANIKTOGAOYONIN TAPIRSATKONIN 
KATIMAYOT AYIKOHIKTOKLOAKTAIT KAVAMAT- 
KOT PINAHOAKLOAKTAMIKON APIGHOLOAKHI- 
MAITOMIK INUINAIT. OKAOTAOLOAGHIMAYOK 
NUNAKTOAMI MALIGAGHAK NUNAVUTLO KAV A- 
MAITA ILITKOHIGHAT. OPLONI AMIHONI NUNA­
VUT OKAOTAOYOK — KATIMAYONI, IKLOM ILOA-
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aegis, the gathering more resembled a govern­
ment in its capital than a native lobby group. 
The main subjects under discussion were the 
developing work on the national constitution 
and the proposal for a Nunavut territorial 
government. For days Nunavut was discussed 
—  in meetings, in halls, in long walks outside 
the smoky meeting room —  and at last a 
detailed plan was adopted. (This will be 
discussed in detail in a later chapter.) But the 
Inuit gathered from communities in all parts of 
northern Canada also dealt with many of the 
most mundane and technical matters too. The 
new Commissioner of the NWT assured the 
Inuit of his desire to replace the former con­
frontation policies with co-operation and open­
ness. Various joint government-lnuit commit­
tees were agreed to, as well. A new era had 
begun and the new north had been recognised.

The change was complete the following month. 
In October, 1979, elections in which the native 
movement for the first time endorsed participa­
tion, returned a new type of Legislative 
Assembly, one full of young and energetic 
native leaders and younger, more open-minded 
whites This new Legislative Assembly lost no 
time in reversing and discarding many of the 
actions and positions of its predecessor.

NI. PIHOy«YAKTON HILAMI POYOKTOMILO КАП- 
MAVIKMI —  IHOMAGIYAT IUTKOHINIKTAINAK- 
TOK. (KINGOVAKON TAMNA OKAOTAONIAKOK 
KINGOLIKMI.) ILATAOK INUIT KAT1GHOKTOT KO- 
YAGINAK NUNAININ TAMANIN KANATA OKIOK- 
TAKTOININ HOLIAGILOAKTAIT AMIGAITOT AYI- 
KOTAOPTAKTOTLO AYOKNATKIYATLO PIYOTIVA- 
LOIT. NOTAK KAMISINA NUNATIAM KATIMAYAK- 
TOKATAOYOK AKALAOTITIAGHOGITLO INUIT HF 
MAOHIGHIYOMAYOHIKMINIK AYOGHOTTVALOIT 
ILITKOTITLO MALIKATINIGITLO ANGIGHIMANIGF 
TLO. ALATKIT KAVAMALIKINIGITINUfT KATIMAYIG- 
ALANGIT ANGIGOTAOYOT, NOTAK ILITKOHIK AK- 
MAKTOK NOTAKLO OKIOKTAKTOK ILJTAGIMAYAO- 
LIKTOK.
ALANGOHIGHAK INIKTOK KINGOLIKMI 
TATKIGHIONMI. OCTOBER Ml. INUIT NIGOANNGA- 
LIHAKTOT AOLAYOTIGHAMIKNIK ILAPVLIOT1GHA- 
MIKNIK, OTIGIAKTOK NOTAK MALIGALIOKTIT, IN- 
ULGAMIT HIGAHOKTOT INUINAIT HIVONIOKTIG- 
HAT INULGAMIOTKIYAOPLOTIKLO, IHOMATOTKF 
YAT KAPLONANIN. TAPKOA NOTAT MAIGALIOK- 
TIOLIKTOT IHOAGHAILIKNAHANGITOT HOVALOK- 
NIK HIVOLIMIK IHOMAGIYOITAINIK.
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Chapter Four
SEVERAL
REGIONS,
ONE NUN/VUT
At the end of the 1970s, the opportunity for 
sorting out the political future of the Northwest 
Territories appeared bright. Tne anger and pas­
sions of the previous decade had been trans­
formed into new conditions where interest 
groups and power balances were more gener­
ally accepted. Politics had not become cool 
and relaxed, but the self-confidence of all 
groups gained through years of debate and 
conflict was creating a more mature political 
situation. The north had political spokesmen 
and leaders aplenty, representing all view­
points, and these men and women had come 
to recognise that some degree of mutual 
accommodation and reconciliation was 
necessary for any political progress.

AMIHOT NUNALAT,
ATAOHIK NUNAVUT
NONGOANI 1970 TIT, IHAGHAIVLIOTIGHAT KAVA- 
MALIKIYOHIGHATA NUNAVOT AVIGHIMANIGATA 
KOVIANAGHIYOMIKTOK. MAMIANIKLO KILANAK- 
NIKLO HIVONGANI OKIOT ALANGOKYOMIKTOK 
HILGAHOKTONON TONIKTONIGHAKLO ANGIK- 
TAOHIMALIKTOK. TAFOMA IHOAGHIYOTIGINGITA 
ILITKOTITLO HAILIOYAGOTIGILINGITAT, KIHIMI- 
TAOK H IVON I UK IHOMAINAKTOKNIGAT TAMAK- 
MIK INUIT OKIONI AMIGAITONI AGHOGOTIGIVA- 
GAT OKAGHOTIKLO AYOGHAKPAOHIKMIKONLO 
PIOMINAGHIVALIAYOHIA KAVAMALIKINIGOM ILIT- 
KOHIATA. OKIOKTAKTOK KAVAMALIKINIKON OA- 
KAKTINIKTOK H IVON IOKTIGIAGHI PON I LO AMIGAI- 
TONIK, PIYILIKTOIYONIK IHOMAYOHIVALOKNIK, 
TAPKOA AKNATLO ANGOTITLO ILITAGHIMAYOYA- 
LIKTOT INUTIT ALATKIGOHIANIK PIOMAYOHI- 
NIKLO. PIOMAYALOANGINIK KAVAMALIKINIGOM.
TALVATAOLONIN, ANGINILOIT AVALIGHOTIK. 
NUNATIAK ANGIYOK, ILOLILIK MALGOKNI ILITKO- 
HILILOAKNIK AFIMAYOKNIKLO NUNAKAGHOTIK. 
KATIMAYILIK NOTANIK MALIGALIOKTINIK, ATOHI- 
NIGOM KATIMAYIGALANGIT, OKAGHIMAYOT OC­
TOBER, 1980 Ml, INUIT OKIOTAKTOMGOK, IN- 
UINAVALAT, TAPYAOHIMANGINIPLOGIT NUNA- 
TIAM KAVAMAITA ILITKOHIGILIKTAININ. PIYOTIGI- 
LOAKTA TAFOMA ATANIKTOKTAOYOHIA NUNAM 
ALATKIGHIALO ILITKOTIT. NIGIOGOHITLO ILITKO- 
HITLO INUIT TAPKOKNAKNI NUNAKNI. NAPAKTO- 
KAKNIGOM HILAKAOHIA AVGOTAONGITOK.
TONONNGA NAPAKTOKAKNIGOM TAGIOK ILIT- 
KOHIKAKVIGIYAT INUIT, ATAOHITOAK NUNAT — 
KAMIKYOAK — ILITKOHIKANGITOK INGILGAKNIT- 
AMIK HINANI. KIHINAONGITOKON INUIT INUYOT- 
KAKPAKTOT TAGIOMINGAKTANIK, KIHIMITAOK Pl- 
VALIAYOMIN HINATA ANGOTIGHAINIK OMIAYOIT- 
LO ILITKOHIANIN, NUNAKYOAMLO ALATLO NU- 
NAKYOIT MALIGATIGON OKAMAYOTIGIVAGAITI- 
GON MALIGAITIGON OKIOKTAKTOM IMAOTAITI- 
GON ILOANILO ANGOTIGHAIT3AGON PIOMAYO- 
HIATIGON ALANGAYONIK PITKOHIKAGOMAYOH- 
IAT HIVOLIOTILOGIT KAVAMANIN. ATOKTAONA- 
HOAGOHIGHA INUINAKTON OKAOHIGILOGO, IN- 
MINAKONLONIN INUKNILONIN, ATOGIKTAOLOAK- 
LONI INUIT HOLIVALONIGINI. AMIHONIGHAT IL1- 
TOGIYAT AMHOT INUIT NUNAiNI, AM I HON I LO 
OKIONI ILIOTOGHOIVAKAMIK APIGHOIPLOTIKLO 
NUNANI ILAGIPLOGO PIVALIOHIAT INUIT NUNA-
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However, the fundamental facts remained. The 
NWT was a very large area, encompassing two 
principal cultural groups living in two distinct 
geographical regions. A committee of the new 
Legislative Assembly, the Unity Committee, 
reported in October, 1980, that the people of 
the north, particularly the native people, were 
seriously alienated from the territorial govern­
ment system which had developed. A principal 
cause was the extent of the area governed and 
the different styles, hopes and conditions of 
the people in those two areas. The tree-line 
was not just a climatic boundary.

North of the tree-line was the maritime culture 
of the Inuit, only one of whose communities —  
Baker Lake —  did not have a significant 
coastal orientation. Not only did Inuit still live 
from food harvested from the seas, but the 
rapidly developing offshore resources and ship­
ping technologies, and the national and inter­
national legal disputes over the regulation of 
arctic waters and the species which inhabited 
them, demanded a different set of policies and 
priorities from governments. The revival of 
Inuktitut as the main language, for all purposes 
private and public, made demands on the 
delivery of public services. And the con-

LIKINIGATA, ILITKOHINIGHIMAYOK KAVAMALIKI- 
NIGOM ILITKOHIANIK. INUIT NUNAMIKNI HIVO- 
LIGHOIYIT IHOAGH Al HIM ANGIN AKTOT NUNAT 
MAN IKAOTIGH Al NIK PILAYAMIKNIK KOAPMIKON, 
KIHUMITAOK AKONI IGHIVAVAKTOT TAKIYONI 
KATIMANIKNI TILIYAOHIMAYOTLO ANGINIGIT 
HAVAKVIVALOIT AKIMAYOTIKAGAHOGITOTIK IHD- 
AKNIGHAITIGON NALVAGHIOKNIGHATLO PIVAL A- 
NIGHATLO PIVALIANIGHATLO ATOKTAOYOGHAT. 
ATOGIKTAGHALOANGANIK ATANIKAKVIATA 
NUNAVUT NUNAITA ILITOGIMAYAOYOK KAPLONT 
KAVAMAININ OKIONI HIVOLIKNI TAIMANI. KIHIMI 
TAYA PIYOTA AKLIOYOMIKTOK. KATIYOTIGIYAT 
INUITA NUNAVUT KAPLONANON OATATALO 
NAPAKTOKAKNIGOM PIYPTIKAKLOAKTOK NAN- 
MINIK ATANIKTOIYOTIGHAMIK TONIKTOYOMIK 
PIGHAMAKTIGINIKLO MANIKAKNIGHAM 
AOLAYOHIANIKLO ILITKOHIATA.
1960 Ml NUNAVUT NUNA ILOLIKAKTOK MIKIYO- 
NIK INITOKLIKNIK AKLIOYOMITAKTONIK INUNIK- 
PALIAGAMIK HANIVANIN KITONNGAGINIKLO AC- 
LAYAKTONIK NUNANI ANGOTIGHAGHIOKTOTNK. 
NONGOANI 1960 TIT NOTAT NUNAT AOLAGOTIVA- 
LIAYOT AHININ INUNIKTIGHOTIK, AYOGHAOTIK- 
AGHOTIK NAYOGAGHAONGITONIK. TAHAPKOA 
TAMINGITOLOGIT, MALGOK MIHIKNAGHIYOK. Kl- 
VOLIK AYOKNAILGOK OVA KILAMIK INUIT INUGIA- 
GHILIGAMIK NOTANGOVALAGHOTIK, INULGAMID- 
NIGIT NALITA HONGIOTILAGHOTIK KIKAO- 
LILAKILAGHOTIKLO HLIYAGHAVALONIN. TAPKO* 
NTAONIGIT, ILAGNAITOT HONAVALOKNIK, TAO-
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siderable experience gained with the public 
bodies of all types now found in Inuit com­
munities, and years of detailed research and 
consultation in the communities accompanying 
the development of the Inuit land claims, had 
created a sophisticated political culture. Inuit 
community leaders continued to work out the 
best local economic arrangements they could 
through their co-ops, but they also routinely sat 
in long meetings with the representatives of 
giant industrial enterprises and debated the 
best forms for exploration and development to 
take. The need for a capital and an administra­
tion suited to the needs of this great Nunavut 
region had been clear to southern govern­
ments many years before, but now the reasons 
had multiplied. What joined the people of 
Nunavut with the people south and wes; of the 
tree-line was only the demand for more self- 
governing powers and a stake in resources 
development action and impacts.

In 1960 the Nunavut area had consisted of 
small villages growing dramatically as they 
received the scattered Inuit camps and 
families who formerly ranged over the lands 
and seas in the quest for their livelihood. By 
the end of the 1960s the new communities 
were startling in their suburban atmosphere, 
but troubled with many problems of disloca­
tion. While these have by no means vanished, 
two factors have intervened. The first and 
simplest is that the fast-growing Inuit popula­
tion is overwhelmingly young, and the young of 
any society are quick to adapt and to be ex­
cited by new opportunities. This young popula­
tion, seeing the limits of the material develop­
ment poured into their land, has eagerly 
sought to immerse itself in its people's values 
and traditions as a source of strength and 
stability. This apparently contradictory blending 
of old and new is one of the hardest things for 
the southern Canadian society to understand 
because it flies in the face of the 19th century 
progress and expansion ideologies which were 
the roots of the development of the Canadian

TOKTOT HOVALOIT PIVALIAYOHIT ILIYAOKAFCK- 
TOTON ILIYOT NUNAMIKNON KINIGHIALIGHOTIK- 
LO TALILVIGHAMINIK ANGINIGINON IL- 
IKOHITOKAINON INUNMI H AKOGIOTIGHAMINC N. 
TAMNA ILITKOHILIOTINAKTOK NOTANONLO СГО- 
KAKNONLO AYONAKNIVALANGINON KAPLO- 
NANGINON KANATA INUITA HIVONIGHINAHOAK- 
PAGHIMAYAITA HANMIKMAN INGILGAKNITANON 
AKLIOYMIOHIALO INUYOTIM ATAVILOANGAT Fl- 
VALIANIGITA KANATAMIOT NUNATA, OKOA AHI- 
NIKMIOT KANATAMILIKTOT. AYOGHAOTIGIHIMAIT- 
PALAKTAT TONIKTOYOT FRENCH LO BRITISHLO 
TAKONGIHIN ALAITAT TAMNA, I LA, PIYAGIVAGAT 
PIPLOGO INGILGA IUTKOHIK.
TOKLIATAOK PIYAOLOAKPAKTOK NUNAVUT IL- 
OANI KAVAMALIKINIKGOM PIVALIOHIA PIVALIO- 
TAOVKMIOK NUNAT INUININ, ILITOGIYOMIGHOG- 
ITLO PIYOMIOTAIT NUNATIMLO NUNAKYOAMLO 
ILIKOHIT. PIYOTIGIPLOGIT KOAPLO, NUNATLO 
NALAOHIKIVIT, PIVALIOHIT NUNALGIT AKLIOYD- 
MIOTIGIPLOGO CARROTHERS PITKOHIMAYAIT 
NUNAT PINAHOAKTILOANGIT — IKLOKAKNIGHA- 
MON, ANGQHIKINIGHAMON, NUNANIK MONAGHI- 
NIGHANIK, OMATON — ILAGIPLOGIT NUNAT 
KITIMAYITLO NOTATLO NUNALAT KATIMAYIT 
KATIGHOIYOT NUNAT HIVONIOKTINIK OKAO 
TIKAKOPLOGIT AYOGHAOTAOVAKTOTOKAT, AMI- 
GAIGOTIVAÜAGAMIK INUIT INUNIKPALIKTOT AMI- 
GAIGILIGAMIKIK KTIMANIGHAT ATAOHIKMI PIGI-
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nation, at least of the European Canadian na­
tion. It has been too easy for the descendants 
of the powerful French and British empires to 
overlook the fact that they, too, do what they 
do because of long-rooted cultural attitudes.

The second factor in Nunavut’s internal 
political development has been the develop­
ment of local and regional public bodies, as 
well as experience gained in territorial and na­
tional politics. Starting with co-ops and com­
munity radio stations, the development of local 
bodies accelerated in line with the Carrothers 
recommendations. Local special-purpose 
bodies — for housing, game management, 
community centre management, for instance 
— as well as community councils and then the 
more recent regional councils bringing 
together community leaders to discuss com­
mon problems, have proliferated to the point 
that many Inuit groan at the number of 
meetings they must attend in any given week. 
As well, through the regional and national Inuit 
organisations, inuit have been able to voice 
their own concerns on wide-ranging matters 
and not just within the confines of limited man­
dates. The scattered population of the camps 
of old now meet and live together in settled 
communities, and have worked their way 
through many new structures to recover more 
control of their own lives. But at the territorial 
level where decisions must be resolved, they 
are blocked —  a permanent minority whose in­
terests always take a back seat to Mackenzie 
Valley development, and like all other NWT 
residents, lacking responsible government.

The several regions of Nunavut have their own 
characteristics, but are united by more than 
divides them. The Mackenzie Delta area was 
the scene of the first large-scale arctic 
development, from the building of the town of 
Inuvik to the Beaufort Sea oil and gas ac­
tivities. It experienced the largest influx of 
southern, non-lnuit people at a time when pro­
tection of cultural and environmental values 
was little considered or understood by govern-

AKNIKMI KATIMAVIGHATIK. ILAGIPLOGIT NLNA- 
LATLO NUNAKYOITLO INUIT KATOYIKATIGINGITA 
IKAYOGHIOTINAHOGITPAGAIT ATAOHIVIGHI- 
MANAHOAGHOTIK PINAHOGITPAGAIT I LA TAPKO- 
TIGONA INUIT NIPTIK TOHAGIOTIVAMATIGIK IHO- 
MAGIYAMIKON ANGINIVALOKTIGON TITIGAGHI- 
MAYOINAONGlTOTIGON. APTATAKIHIMAYOT IN­
UIT INITOKLIVALOKNI ATOKTAOVAKTOTOKANI IN- 
GILGA TAYA KATITPALIGHOTIKLO NOATKAT GIL- 
IGHOTIKLO INITOKUOKTAOYONI, HIVOMOKTOK- 
PALIALIGHOTIKLO ATOLIKPALIAPLOTIK AMIHONIK 
ILITKOTINIK NOTANIK AOLALIKPALIAPLOGITLO 
INUTITIK. KIHIMI AVIGHIMANIGOM ILITKOHIAGON 
IHOMALIOGOTIGHAT INIGIAKAGANGATA, AFKO- 
TAILITPAKTOT — AMIGAITPALANGINAMIK HOLI- 
YOKALITOAGANGAN TONOLIOYOYALIKPAKTOT 
KOGOM PIVALIYOHIAGON. AYIKOHIGHOGIT 
TAMAITA NUNATIAKMIOT, KAVAMALIKOTIKANGI- 
NAMIK.
KIHIMI ATAOHIVIGHIMAYOT AMIAITKIYAININ 
AVIKTAOHITNIN. KOGOM PANGATA NUNA HIVOLI- 
KON OKIOKTAKTOMI PIVALIAVIOYOK, IKLOK- 
PIVIOLIAHIAGON INUVIOM TAGIOMON OGHOK- 
YOAGHIGHOTIKLO KASALIGHIGHOTIKLO. TAHA- 
PNALO ILITOGIPLONI KAPLONAT ILITKOHINIK 
AMIHOVALANIK, KAPLONAT TALVONA MONAGHI-
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ments. It is not surprising, therefore, that here 
the first Inuit organisation, COPE, developed. 
Under the pressure of various project pro­
posals COPE advanced to land claims negotia­
tions first among Inuit groups in the NWT, and 
as government policies and project proposals 
have fluctuated, the COPE-area Inuit have suf­
fered more than their share of uncertainty. It is 
for this reason that COPE has developed, as 
part of its program, the concept of a Western 
Arctic Regional Municipality (WARM) as a way 
to guarantee adequate local power for the peo­
ple in whatever jurisdictional arrangements are 
eventually adopted by governments.

The COPE area has also been heavily in­
fluenced by the work of Inuit in Alaska, as well 
as the massive developments on both sides of 
the international Canada-US boundary in the 
Beaufort Sea. A distinctive Inuktitut dialect, the 
unique riches and ecology of the huge

YIOYOT ILITKOTINIKLO MANIKAKNIGHAKONLO 
IHOMAGITIAKTAOHIMAITOMIK OVALONIN Hl- 
VONIGHIMAYAOTIAGATIK KAVAMANIN. AKLIKNAI- 
TOK, TAIMAITOMIK, TALVA TAPKOA TALVANI IN­
UIT KATOYIT HIVOLIT, COPE-DOT, HONAGOKTOT, 
AKLINAITKIYAMIKTAOK TITIGAOHIGHAKTOT 
KATOYIYONMIKNON. PITKOIYOHIAGON ALATKIT 
COPE-KOT NUNALIKINiKMIK AIVAYOTIKALIKTOT 
INUIT NUNATIAMI, KAVMAT ILITKOHIT LO 
PINAHOAGAITLO AVATIKNOKPAKTOTTILOGIT, 
COPE— KOT NUNAITA INUIT NANGIYOTIKAKTOT 
NALOPIGHAKNIKMIK. ONA PIYOTIGIPLOGO COPE 
AKLIYOK, ILAGIPLOGO PIYAGHAMIKNON, ILOLIA 
OALIT OKIOKTAKTOMI NUNALAT MONAGHINIGAT 
(WARM) APKOTIGIPLOGO KOLAKNAIYOTIGHAT 
NUNALGIT TONIKTONIGHAT INUIT HOTIGOLONIN 
ATAIKTOINIGHAM IHOAGHAOTAITIGON ATOGIK- 
TAOLIKPALIAYOT KAVAMANIN.

COPE-KOT NUNAT AYOIGOTAOVALIAYOK HAVAO- 
HIATIGON INUIT ALASKAMI, PIVALIAYOTIKALI- 
GHOTIKLO ATONI NUNAKYOAKNI KANATA-AMIA- 
LIKAMLO AVIGHIMANIGANI BEAUFORT TAGION- 
GANI. NAONAITOK INUINAIT OKAOHIAT. ATACHI-
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Mackenzie Delta itself and a strong tradition of 
independence in the face of outside pressures 
have given the COPE area a spirit of in­
dependence which is not always well under­
stood by outsiders.

But every region of Nunavut has its own 
history. The administrative districts established 
by governments have contributed to the cohe­
sion of the eastern arctic, particularly in the 
period when the camps were giving way to set­
tlements and government administrators 
seemed to be in charge of all aspects of Inuit 
life. Life for a decade or two focussed so 
heavily on the local community and region that 
the wider interests of Inuit were sometimes 
forgotten. It is a great tribute to the work of the 
Inuit organisations making up Inuit Tapirisat, to 
the many gatherings of community spokesmen 
sponsored by the NWT administration, as well

VIGHIMAYOK ILINGAIYOHIK INUKAKNIGHALLO 
ATAKTOYOM KOGOM PANGATA TONIKTOYOMIK 
ILITKOHIKAGAHOGITOT INMIKOKLOTIK HOGIHI- 
MAITOMIK KAPLONAT PITKOIYOHIAT KAN IKON 
KIHIMI KAVAMAT NALVAGOHIATA TONIYAIT 
COPE-KOT ILIKOGOTIGHAMIK HIVONIGIMAYOA- 
TIAYOITOKLONIN KAPLONANIN.
KIHIMI TAMAKMIK NUNAIT NUNAVUT ONIPKAO- 
TOTIKAKTOT ILIKON. AOLAPKAIVIOYOT INIGHIMA- 
YAIT KAVAMAT TONIHIHIMAYOT APTOANGIYOTI- 
GHANIK KIVALIT, OKONANIVALAK ANGONIAKVI- 
VALOIT NOKTILIKMATA NUNATOKLIOLIKTONON 
KAVAMATLO AOLATIYIT MONAGHIVALIALIKMATA 
IUYOHINIK INUIT. INUYOHIK AMIHONI OKICNI 
HANMILOALIKTOK NUNALGIT NUNAINON INUIT 
PIOMALOAKTAIT PIOGOKTAPLOTIK ILANI. 
TONIYOTAOLOAKTOK HAVAOHINON INUIT HIATO- 
YINON HANAPLOTIK INUIT TAPIRISATKONIK, AMI- 
GAITONON KATITPAGHOTIK NUNAT OKAKTIGIYAI- 
TA AOLATAINIK NUNATIAM AOLAYOHIATA, 
TAPIGIPLOGO ONAGOINIK AOLAYAGHONI IHUK- 
NIKLO APGHOINIK NIGOAKTAOHIMAYONIK ILAO-
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as to the tireless travelling and public consulta­
tion of the elected Nunavut Members of the 
Legislative Assembly, that Inuit have again 
found mutual help and cultural renewal in their 
commonalty.

Increasingly Inuit have found strength in unity. 
National organisations and national efforts 
have grown. Even in such traditional areas as 
language development, the tendency is to 
overcome regional problems and strengthen 
Inuktitut as a language for the future. Canadian 
Inuit have joined in the formation of the Inuit 
Circumpolar conference, an organisation which 
brings together the Inuit of Alaska, Greenland 
and Canada, and here too problems such as 
economic development, environmental man­
agement, cultural and language co-operation 
are receiving much attention. Inuit have not 
developed grandiose political platforms, but 
have consistently sought to find practical 
means of co-operating on the practical pro­
blems they face.

YONIK MAUGALIOKTINI, INUIT IKAYOKTIGILIKTAI- 
NIN ILIKOTITLO NOTANGOKTAKNIGIT ATOKTAO- 
YOTIGHAMIKNI.
INUIT NALVAKPALIAPLOTIK HAKOGIGOTIGHAVIIK 
ATAOHINIKMI, NUNAKYOIT KATOYIT NUNATLO Pl- 
NAHOAGAIT AKLIYOMIKTOK, HOTIGOLONIN IJT- 
HOHITOKATIGN OKAOTIM PIYOMIKNIGATON AYO- 
GOIKPALIALOGIT AYOGHAOTIVALOIT TONIKTOHI- 
YOMIKLOGOLO INUINAKTON INUIT OKAOHIGHAT. 
KANATAMIOT INUIT ILALIOTIKMIOT INUIT OKIOK- 
TAKTOMI KATIMAYOHIANON, TOFOMA KATOYÏ- 
KATIGIKNIGOM KATIGHOKTITPAGAIT INUIT 
ALASKAOM, AKOKITOM KANATAMLO, TALVANILO- 
TAOK AYOGHAOTIT HAPKOAK MANIKAKNIGHAM 
PIVAUAYOHIT, AVATIMILO MONAGIYOTIGHAT. 
IlITKOTILO OKAOTITLO IHOAGIYAOYOHIT ILAGI- 
NAKTAONGITOT. IGIYAGHALOAK INUIT ANAGM- 
YAGOTIKAKTOGHAONGITOT KAVAMALIKINIMIK, 
KIHIMI IHOAGHAOTIGHALOAMIK KINIGHAYOGHA- 
OYOT IHOAGHAOTIGHAGHIOKLOGIT 
AYOGHAOTAOYOT HANMIYATIK.
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Chapter Five 
THE NUNAVUT 
PROPOSAL
Nunavut is a practical proposal developed by 
Inuit Tapirisat over many years of working with 
the communities and other groups in the arc­
tic. It is. at its simplest, merely a reflection of 
geographic, cultural, administrative and 
political realities Nunavut is. but of course the 
form a Nunavut government might take is 
variable.

In developing the Nunavut proposal. Inuit spent 
many years of discussion and even presented 
to Ottawa an earlier proposal which was 
withdrawn for further study They wanted 
something which addressed the practical prob­
lems Inuit faced in their homeland, something 
which was built on the traditional and more re­
cent experience of Inuit with decision-making 
structures and something which was familiar 
to Canadian governments fearful of novelties 
which too often led to cries of separatism" 
Inuit, tired of being marginalized in Canada,

NUNAVUT PINAHOAGA
NUNAVUT PINAHOAGAGHALOYOK AOLAGOTIYAT 
INUIT TAPIRISAT OKIONI AMIHONI HANAKIHIMA- 
YAT NUNATLO PIKATIGIPLOGOT ALATIO AKIOK- 
TAKTOMI. TAKONAKTOMI HIVOANI KANITOKON.
I LA. AYOKNAITKIYAOKMAN, TAGAKAFOA NUNAO- 
YALIKNIGOM. ILIKOTITLO, AOLAYOHIALO 
KAVAMALIKINIGOM HAKLOVIOKNAINIGA. NUNA­
VUT I LA TAOTOGIYA NUNAVUT KAVAMAITA PIÎ4A- 
HOAGAT ALATKIKMATA.

PIYOMIGAHOAGHOGO NUNAVUT PINAHOAGA. IN­
UIT AKONI OKAKPAKTOT TONIHILOTIKLO АТОЛ- 
MON PINAHOAGAGHANIK ONGAVAKTAOHIMAwO- 
NIK ILITOGHOTIAGAHOAGAMIKIK PIOMAYAO- 
LOAKMAN HONALIKAK NAONAIYAITIGHALOAK 
AYOGHAOTIVALONON ATOKPAGAMIKON NUNA- 
MIKNI, HONAVALOK ILALIOTIHIMAYOK ILITKO- 
HITOKANON KANITOVALAKON IUTOGIHIMAYAĨ 
INUIT IHOMALIOGOHIKMIK ILITKOHIAGON INN1K 
TAMNALO ILIHIMAYAT KANATAM KAVAMAITA Hl- 
VOGAGIYAT KOINGIKOTAYAT HOVALOKNON ILAN- 
GATIGON 'APTIGOTAOYOMAYOKTOK' INUIT. 
ONAGOTIGAMIKO KIKLIKAGAHOAKNIK KANATA- 
Ml, ILAOYOMALIKTOT KAVAMALIKINIKMILO MANI- 
KALIOHIGHANILO NUNAMIK, NUNAVUTAOK Pl'> 
MAYOHIATA TAMNA PIHIMALIKTA. IMA TAITOK 
KANATAMI NUNAKAKTOTOKANGOKLONI. AVINA- 
HOAGHIMAITOMIK KANATA.
HON A PIYAOLOAKTOK, TALVA. PIOMAYOHIK A«f- 
GOTIGHANIK NUNATIAM NOTANGOKOPLOGO NU­
NAVUT AVGOTATA NUNA. 1898 Ml YUKON NUUA 
ILIKOKTAOYOK NUNATIAMIN I LA OKPIKNAKTCKO- 
LO ATNIKTOHIGHAKONLO PIOMALIGAMIK KACY- 
MAYOMAGAMIKO AKLIVALIAYOHIA YUKON AT<> 
LIKTILOGO KLNDIKE AMIGAGHOTAT GOLDNIK 
(KANOHAKNIK) NALVAGHIMALIGAMIK. TAIMAT'DP- 
YAKTAOK AVIGHIMANIT ALBERTAM LO SASKAT3H- 
EWANLO AVI PK AKT AO Y OK NUNATIAMIN 1905 VII. 
NUNATIAM IUTKOHINI ILITKOHIGINGITA. KIHIMI 
"KHINGOKOK" KANATA HONAGOKTAOVAUAK 
MAN. INUIT TAYA NUNAVUT HONANGOKOLIKAT 
INUIT PIVALIALIKOPLOGIT. TALVA, NIPIKATIALK- 
LOTIK MONAGHINIKMI INMIK PINAHOAKAMIKNIK
ATOGIKTAOVAKTOK OK ION IK AMIGAtTONI KANA- 
TAM KAVAMAITA ILITKOHIAT AGHOGHAGAHO/c 
GHOGIT INUINAIT INMIKON MONAGHITKOYAO- 
PLOTlK AOLAYOHIANIK PINAHOAKAMIKNIK. KIHI- 
MITAOK MONAGHINIK ILANGATIGON PIYAKAG- 
PLONI KAVAMALIKINIKMIK MONAGHIYAKAKMIDK.
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wanted to participate fully in the political and 
economic life of the country The Nunavut pro­
posal is a means to enter Canada as full 
citizens, not to question or depart from 
Canadian society.

What was selected, then, was a proposal to 
divide the NWT so that the Nunavut area 
would be a new territory In 1898 the Yukon 
territory was carved out of the NWT because a 
more realistic and practical jurisdiction was 
needed to take account of the sudden growth 
of the Yukon in the wake of the Klondike gold 
rush For similar reasons the provinces of 
Alberta and Saskatchewan were carved out of 
the NWT in 1905. The NWT is not a natural or 
logical area, but rather the area 'left over" in 
the process of Canada's nation-building. Inuit 
now propose that Nunavut be created in order 
to take account of the new realities and to give 
Inuit, at last, a real voice in the management 
of their own affairs.

INUIT AHIKOVALAK KAVAMALlOGAHOANCilTOT 
INUKNON. KINIKTAT KIHIMI KAVAMAGHA< NUNA- 
VUTMI AKMAYOK NUNALIKNON TAMAINC»N I LA 
MONAGHIVALIOHIGHAT INMIKON ATOKLOAKTO 
GHANON IUTK0HIKM0NL0 NUNAMlO A'OGIK- 
TAGIOMAYANON TAMNATAOK HIVOGAHAGO 
TAONGITOK KAPLONANON INUIT NUNAA TONON. 
NAYOGHOGOLO HAVAKVIGIPLOGOLO INUIT HA- 
VAKATIGIPLOGIT

OVALOTAOK. INUIT INIGIYAIHIMAYOT 
PINAHOAKAMIKON ALATKITIGON INMIKMK KA- 
MAKOTIPLOTIK KAPLONATAOK MONAGlTIAKTAOT- 
KOPLOGIT. TAYALO. KAKOGOLO. KOVIAT ЭКАКО- 
PLOGIT PILAYOHIKMIKON. ILIKOHILIOTIAGHIMA- 
YOK NUNAVUT MALIGAUOGANI AYIKOHITOGHAK 
INUIT NUNALIKINIGANON. TAOTOYAGlAkAKTOLI- 
KOTIGIYA DRURY PITKOIYONMIGON
HIVIKITOKON. INUIT Kl^- ,-HAYOT AVIGHMAYOMI 
KAVAMAGHAMIK AYIKC ANIK YUKONLO NUNA- 
TIAMLO TAYA ATOKTAKNIK HIVONIGHA ATAHON- 
GOYOK AVGOINIGHAT KIHIMI PIYOTIKAKNIAKTOK 
MALIGOTILONIK KAVAMALIKINIGOM ILITKOHIA- 
NIK KANATAM NUNAITA.

For some years, official Canadian government 
policy has been to encourage native people to 
take more responsibility for managing their 
own affairs. But responsibility at a certain point 
involves political responsibility. Inuit are not

NAGOGIYAOYOHIVALANGIT NUNAVUT P10MAYO- 
HlTA — PILOAGIAGHA "OKPIKNIAGOHIKON ATA- 
NIKTOINIK” — HIVONIGHINAITOK. KANATA ATA- 
NIKTOGAOYOK TAMANIN AVGOHIMAYONIN IUT- 
KOHITIGONLO NUNAHTGONLO INUKNIN PIYAOHF
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proposing a special form of government for 
Inuit; what they seek is a government in 
Nunavut which would be open to all residents 
but would enable the large Inuit population to 
influence those matters of cultural and 
regional significance. Significantly, this pro­
posal has not appeared threatening to the 
area's non-lnuit residents who are, after all, 
living and working with the Inuit by choice.

Furthermore, Inuit have incorporated in their 
proposal various minority safeguards so that 
non-lnuit are fully protected, now and in future, 
in the exercise and enjoyment of their rights to 
self-fulfillment. A special feature of a Nunavut 
constitutional act would be its relationship to 
an Inuit land claims settlement act, a necessity 
foreseen by the Drury recommendations 
among others.
In short, Inuit are seeking a territorial govern­
ment similar to those in the Yukon and NWT at 
present. Its future evolution would depend on 
circumstances but would oe wholly within the 
political norms of the Canadian nation.

The most frequent criticism of the Nunavut 
proposal —  that it would create an “ ethnically- 
based jurisdiction” —  is difficult to under­
stand. Canada is a federal state which pro­
vides for particular cultures and regions in 
public structures of government, the national 
constitution and many laws. A Nunavut terri­
tory would have a majority of Inuit citizens, but 
government would be open to all. It is not 
reasonable for Canadians to deny to a non- 
European people living in the north the basic 
rights of Canadian citizenship.

In addressing the question of Nunavut, the old 
split between administrative and political 
thinking has surfaced again in Ottawa. Many 
government officials have argued that the 
north should be firmly held and managed by 
Ottawa and not given its political freedom, 
whereas politicians have been more 
understanding and accepting of the political 
rights of people.

MAYONIN KAVAMALIK, NUNAKYOAM IUTKOHILIO- 
GAIT AMIHOTLO MALIGALIOKAT. NUNAVUT NAN- 
MINIK INUKAKNIAKTOK. NOVA SCOTIATONTAOK 
TAMAKMIKTAOK AVGOGHIMAYOT NANMIKNIX IN- 
UKAKTOT ATAOTIMINLONIN ALANINLONIN ILIT- 
KOHILIKNIN. KIHIMITAOK KAVAMAT 
AKMANIAKTOT TAMAINON. IHOITOK KANATAMIOT 
ANIGOYIKPATA KAPLONAGOGINGITONONIK NU- 
NAHIMA YONIK OKIOKTAKTOMI ILTIKOHIKALIK- 
TONIK KANATAM NUNAKAOHIGILIKTANIK.
OKATIGIPLOGO APIKOTA NUNAVUT, AV1GHIMANI- 
MINIK AOLATIYONMILO KAVAMALIKINIK MILO HA- 
TOKOMIKTOYAKTOK ATOAMI. AMIGAITOT KAVA­
MAT HAVAKTITA AGHOGHAOTIGIVAGAT OKIOK- 
TAKTOK TIGOMIKTOGAGHAOYOK MONATAOLO- 
NILO ATOAMIN TONITAILILOGO KAVAMALIKINI- 
GOM NIAMGIYAGOHIANON, TAIMAINMAN KAVA- 
MALIKIYIT HIVONIGHIMANATIAKTOT 
NAMAGOHOKTOT KAVAMAUKINIGO IHOMAINAK- 
TOHIANIK MALIGHOGIT INUIT IHOMAlNAKTOHIAT.
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Chapter Six 
EPILOGUE
In April, 1982, a plebiscite was sponsored by 
the Government of the Northwest Territories 
on the question of dividing the NWT, that is, of 
creating Nunavut. In the eastern arctic where 
the majority of the Nunavut population lives, 
80%  of the votes were cast for Nunavut in a 
voter turnout higher than in previous national, 
territorial and local elections. Inuit Tapirisat, 
which led the campaign for Nunavut, was 
especially pleased that non-lnuit residents had 
voted strongly in favour.

In the communities of the western arctic, the 
vote was uneven and closer, apparently due to 
confusion over various proposals by Inuit and 
other native groups for where land claims 
boundary lines would be drawn. Some Inuit 
feared that one or other boundary line might 
separate them from their usual hunting areas, 
for instance.

The voter turnout in the Mackenzie Valley was 
divided. The Dene and Metis by and large 
voted strongly for division because it

KINGOUA
APRIL, 1982 Ml. NIGOAKTITIYOT KVAMAIT NUNA- 
TIAM APIGHIYOTIKSGHOTIK AVGOT1GFANIK NU- 
N ATI AM, IMA, NUNAVUNG0GHINAH0A3H0TIK. 
KIVATANI AMiHONIGIT INUIT NUNAVUTMI ITOT, 
80% NIGOAGOTIT AGHOGHIMAYOT NUNAVUGHA- 
Ml KOUOTKIYAOPLOTIK NUNAKYOAKMIOT Nl- 
GOAGOHININ. INUIT TAPIRISAT AOLAPKAILOAK- 
TOT TAFOMINGA N U N AVU KAGOM AYOT KOVIA- 
TAKTOT KAPLONAT AGHOGHOTIK NIGOAKMATA 
NAMAGOHOGHOTIK.
NUNATAOK OATANI, AYIKINGITOT NAN APYATKI- 
YAOPLOTIK, AY OGH AOTIGIY AT N ALOPIGHAOHI- 
TIK AMIGOTIGON INUIT PIOMAYOHITIGON ALA- 
TLO INUINAIT HOKPANI AVGOTIM AVIGHIMANITA 
TITIGHIMANIT INIAGIAGHAITA. ILANGITA INUIT Hl- 
VOGAGIYAT ATAOHIKLONIN AHIALONIN AVGOTIM 
ATOLAIKTITAGHA ANGONIAKPAKVIMINITIK OMA- 
TON.

NIGOAKNIGIT KOKMION AVGOGHIMAYOT (ALAT- 
KIKTOT). ITKILITLO ITKILIPYAITLO AMIHONIGHAO- 
PLOTIK TONIKTOHAKTOT AVGOTIGHAKON I LA 
PIOMALOAKTAOVAGHIMAYOK KAVAMAUKINIGOM 
ALANGOHIGHA AFIMAFVAOHIKTIK ITKAOMAGI- 
PLOGO INUKNIN. TONIKTOHAKTONI KAPLONAT 
NUNAGIYAINI, ILA, NIGOAKTOT NAGOHOGHOTIK 
AVGOTIGHAMIK KIHIMI IKITPALAGAMIK AYIKO- 
HIKTOPYAGHOGO iNUIT PIOMAYOHIAT. NIGOA- 
GOTILOIT PIOMALOAGHIMAYOT AVGOTIGHAMIK. 
KAN ITOKOINAKTAOK, NUNATIAM MALIGALIOKTTT 
NIGOAKTOT 19 — 0 AVGOTIGHAKON.
MALGALIKIYITLO INUITLO KATOYIVALOIT 
NUNAVUT ILITKOHIGHALIOKTOT, ILOLILIK MAL- 
GOKNIK NUNAVUT MALIGALIOKTIKNIK. MINIHI- 
TAK KANE TOLOGANAKLO DENNIS PATTERSON- 
LO, INUIT TAPIRISAT ATANIAT JOHN AMA- 
GOALIKLO COPE-KOTLO ATANIAT PETEF GREEN. 
OKAOHIK ILILIKTOIYOGHAK HANAKIYONIK ILIT- 
KOHIGHAINIK NUNAVUT MALIGALIOGAGHAINIK 
ILITOGHOIYOGHANIK PIYAGHALOANIK, PIKATI- ’ 
KAKLONI TOHAGHITIGILONILO NUNAVUGHAMIK 
(TAIMAILIOGHIMAKMIOT NUNATIAM OATANIMAL- 
GOK HAVAKATIGIGHOTIK PIYOTIKAGAHOAGHO- 
TIK MALIGALIOKNIKON

NOVEMBER 26, 1982 Ml, MINIHITAT INULIKIYIT 
JOHN MUNRO. OKAOTIKAKTOK KANATAM KAVA- 
MAITA ILIKOHIGHANIK NUNAVUTMI. NU4AVUT 
NAMAGIYAOYOK ILAGATIGON, ANGINIG PLOGO 
NUNALIKINIGOM INILAOHIGHA, OKIOKT.AKTOK-
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represented long-needed political change and 
in solidarity with Inuit. In the predominantly 
white towns, the vote went against division but 
the turnout was not high, reflecting at least 
acceptance of whatever outcome the Inuit 
chose. The over-all plebiscite results favoured 
division. Soon after, the NWT Legislative 
Assembly voted 19-0 in favour of division.
The Legislative Assembly and Inuit organisa­
tions then created the Nunavut Constitutional 
Forum, consisting of two Nunavut MLAs, 
ministers Kane Tologanak and Dennis 
Patterson, Inuit Tapirisat president John 
Amagoalik and COPE president Peter Green. 
The Forum was to be the umbrella group work­
ing on the details of a Nunavut constitution, 
conducting research on outstanding issues, 
and working with the communities in a pro­
gram of public consultation and information 
leading towards Nunavut. (A similar Forum was 
created in the western portions of the NWT 
and the two work together for particular pur­
poses as the Constitutional Alliance.)

MIOTLO PIYOTAOYOT ANGIGHIMAPLOTIK AVGOTI- 
GHAGON NUNAM NOTAM AOLANGITKFLOTIKLO 
ILITKOHIANON NUNAM. KINGOLIKMI PIGIAKNIKMI 
MALGOK ILIKOHILIOKTOK KATIMAKMIOK 
MALIGALIOKTOT AKOITILOGIK ATOAMGN KATI- 
MAKAKATIKAGAHOAGHOTIK MINISTANIK, KATl- 
MAYINIKLO KITOVALOIT ONIPKALIOKTITLO 
OKAOTIGIYAKTOGHOGIT IHOMAGIYATK, ONIMA- 
GIGHAGHOGITLO NIGIOGIYATIK, NAONAIYAI- 
PLOTIKLO KOIKIOKTAKTOM KAVAMALIKINIGATA 
ALANGOHIGHANIK. ATANGIT ATOAM AXLIGO- 
TAKTOT PIKATIGIKNIGATIGON KAVAMATKOGIT 
PINAHOAGAITIGON PIYILIKTOIYOT, PIPLOTIK, 
TAMAITA INUIT NGOAKTAOHIMAYOTLC NUNAT- 
IAMI. OKAOTAOYOT IHOMAGILOAKTAOYOT KAVA- 
MANON NAONAIYA TIGHIMAILGOT KAYAMAT ONI- 
OYOIYOHINI AMIKAGOTIGHAT HONAVALOIT MA- 
NIKAOTIGHAT AVGOGHIMAYOM KAVAMAITIGON. 
TALVALONIN, KAVAMAT MINISTAIT OKALAGHIMA- 
YOT ATOA NAHOGINIAKNIPLOGO IHOK.ALIOGO- 
TIGHAMIGON KAVAMALIKINIGOM PIVAJAYOHI- 
GHATIGON MALGAGHAKANGITKIPLOTKLO ATOK- 
TAGHAMIK.
TALVANI, NUNAVUT MALIGALIOGOHIGHAKON 
ILITKOHIA, IN IGHIMAYAT KATIMAYIT NUNAVUTMI 
IHOMAYOM KIKKITOILONI ALALIOTIYO< KAVAT- 
KOGINON NUNAVULIOGHIMAGIAMIKN1, HAVAr
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On November 26, 1982, the Minister of Indian 
and Northern Affairs, John Munro, announced 
the federal government’s position on Nunavut: 
Nunavut was acceptable subject to several 
conditions, the most important of which were 
that land claims be settled, and that north­
erners involved agree on the boundaries of the 
new territory and remain constant in their com­
mitment to such a territory. The following week 
the two Forums meeting as the Constitutional 
Alliance visited Ottawa and held meetings with 
ministers, MPs of all parties and the press to 
express their views, explain their hopes, seek 
clarification of the conditions and seek support 
for northern political change. Official Ottawa 
was surprised by the degree of unanimity and 
co-operation among the Alliance principals 
representing, as they did, all peoples and ma­
jor elective bodies in the NWT. A subject of 
particular concern to the Alliance was the lack 
of reference in the government announcement 
to any sharing of resources revenues with ter­
ritorial governments. However, government 
ministers did say that Ottawa would be flexible 
in its consideration of political development 
and did not have a set of rigid guidelines which 
had to be fulfilled.

GHAKALIKTOT HIVOMOKTOHIGHAMIKNIK. HAVAG- 
HAK OKIOKTAKTOMIONI NUNANILO IHOAGHAF 
YOHIGHAKTIK AVGOTIGHAKON HIVOLOYOGA- 
HOAGHOGOT. HIVOLI AVA ATOKTILOGO 1983 ILF 
TOGHOTIGHAT MAKPIGAT TITIGAKT AO NIAKTOT 
KAVAMABIT IKAYOGHIOTIYOGHAT NAONAIGOT- 
AONAHOAKLOTIKLO INUKNINLO IHOMAGHIOTAO- 
NAHOAKLOTIK ILOANITOTIGON NUNAVUT MAL- 
GALIOGAINI. TAMNA MALIGALIOGAK TDNYAO- 
NIAKTOK NUNAVUT MALIGALIOKNIKON KATIMAK- 
PATA KINGOVAKON OKIOK. ATOAMONĨAOK KIN- 
GOAGON.
HIVITOYOMIK OKAMAVAKTILOGIT KANATA 
NUNAKYOAKON MALIGAGHAlNIK, KILIOYOGHO 
GIT 1982 Ml ILALIOTIYOGHAT MALIGALIOGAG- 
HANON, AMIGAITOT NUNAKYOAMI HINGNIOKTIT 
OKALOKAKTITLO PIVALIGHIMAYOT NCTAMIK KA-
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Meanwhile, the Nunavut Constitutional Forum, 
assisted by the MR from Nunavut, Peter 
Ittinuar, who left the Opposition to join the 
government party in order to continue the work 
to create Nunavut, has a program of work to 
continue. Work among northern groups and 
communities to resolve boundary issues is a 
top priority. During the first half of 1983, a 
series of study papers will be published by the 
Forum to help clarify and seek public advice 
on the contents of a Nunavut constitution. That 
constitution will be presented to a Nunavut 
constitutional convention later in the year, and 
then to Ottawa.
During the long debates on Canada's national 
constitution, culminating in the 1982 adoption 
of additional constitutional provisions, many 
national leaders and commentators hoped that 
a new era in Canadian political development 
was opening. It was hoped that once Cana­
dians were fully in charge of their own con­
stitution, a new spirit would prevail. A few days 
before the Queen arrived in Canada in April, 
1982, to sign the new constitution into law, the 
people of Nunavut voted overwhelmingly for 
their new territorial government. The whole 
Nunavut process has been one of popular 
constitution-making, and we may hope that the 
Canadian people see it as the opportunity that 
it is.

NATAMIOT KAVAMALIKINfGHANIK AKMAKPALIA- 
YOGHAMIK. NIGIOGIYAOYOK KANATAMIOT 
MONAGHILOALIKATA INMIK MALIGAGHAMIKNIK 
IPIGAKLOGIT BRITISH, NIAMGIYALIKNIAGAMIK. 
HIVONOANGANI TIKIGIAKTINAGO QUEEN (KOIN) 
KANATAMON APRIL 1982 Ml, ATIGHIYAKTOG- 
HONI NOTANIK IHOMALIOGOTINIK MALIGANGOK- 
TOGHANIK, INUIT NUNAVUT NIGQAKTOT AKIMAK- 
YOAGHOTIK NUNAMIKNI KAVAMAGHAMIKNIK. TA- 
MAKMINON NUNAVUT ILITKOHIGHAUOGHIMA- 
YOK, IHOMAYOGOTLI KANATAMIOT INUIT TAO- 
TOKYAKLTAGHAT PIYALOAKOT.
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Prepared for the Nunavut Constitutional Forum 
by Peter Jull

Credits:
Government of the Northwest Territories, Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, Inuit Today, Inuit 
Tapirisat of Canada, National Museum of 
Canada, Public Archives of Canada, Committee 
for Original Peoples’ Entitlement, Native Press.




