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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

GRISE FIORD, JUNE 3. 1984

(Side one of the first tape jammed and transcribers could not decipher It)

MS OOLEESIE AKEEAGOK: (Translation) I have seen a lot of problems here In our community. It seems
like this year the problem has been the greatest. The houses that were built last year are quite 
small so this creates some problems and the houses that are being built right now have some 
problems too and 1t 1s not very pleasant. The carpenters build the houses In winter because it is 
dark most of the time and when they are building houses In winter It Is really cqld out, but they 
go on any way and the problem that we have 1s that the houses they are building are frozen when 
they are fixing It. The Insulations are deteriorating already before they even have an occupant. 
I think the Housing Corporation Is not too concerned when they are building these houses. They do 
not think about the sizes and spaces and we are glad that they are putting more Insulation, but 
when there Is a big family living 1n one house It creates a lot of problems because there 1s not 
enough room for the family. The new houses that are being built have children of different ages 
sharing the same bedroom. I do not know If this Is going to create some problems. The dryers and 
washers are located just on the floor and 1t seems kind of dangerous for the children. This 1s one 
of my concerns but there Is no room for these washing machines and dryers so they will just be 1n 
one place. I have a lot of things to say but I am going to end It now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne, you have a question?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Before they built these two houses, did they talk to the people, ask the people of 
Grise Fiord about what they wanted In the houses when they built them?

MS OOLEESIE AKEEAGOK: No, there was nobody from the Housing Corporation talking to people. We are
not sure whether the Housing Corporation was building these or somebody else.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Were you talking about the rehab houses or the two new
houses?

MS OOLEESIE AKEEAGOK: (Translation) I was talking about the rehab houses.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) You could also mention the concerns you have regarding rehab
houses that they are doing and the new houses that are being built. Anybody else want to voice 
their concerns? Paulosee. Can you say your name please?

MR. PAULOSEE NUNGAK: (Translation) Our house has not been rehabed yet but I think It will be
rehabed this summer. I do not want It to be made smaller. There was an addition to the porch. If
it is possible I would like to keep that addition 1n the house. My wife cannot walk so I hope the 
steps will be made so that my wife can go up and down by wheelchair. If It Is possible I would 
like this to be done. I go not have that much to say but I want you to hear this.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Is this house going to be rehabed this summer?

MR. PAULOSEE NUNGAK: (Translation) They will let us know before they fix It up. Our secretary is
not here right now but I think they will be rehabed this summer. I would like the steps made so
that the wheelchair could be...
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I have seen what he 1s talking about, hfs wife that cannot
walk —  she can only move around by the wheelchair and when they rehab the houses they are really 
high up. This Is what he was talking about. Mr. Nungak.

MR. PAUIOSEE NUNGAK: (Translation) The height does not really matter to me. The only thing that I
really wanted was for the steps to be lower. That Is all I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: I just wanted to mention that everything we are saying here tonight Is recorded and
when It gets written out, the Housing Corporation and the district office In Frobisher Bay will be 
getting copies of It. I have seen 1n other places in Cambridge Bay exactly what he Is talking 
about. There 1s one rehab house with a wheelchair entrance and 1t works very well. I am sure that
they get the copies of everything that is said here there will be no problems as it has been done
1n other places and I have seen 1t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you, Red. Anybody else who wants to voice their
concerns? The reason you have to state your name 1s because we have to know who is brlnqlng up 
their concern. 9 9 v

MR. PEEPEELEE PIJAMINI: (Translation) Peepeelee Pljaminl is my name. My only remark Is regarding
the building they are staying at at the moment. There was some snow beside our porch all year long 
and I would like to know If anything can be done to correct that problem. Sometimes we cannot even 
close the door because of the snow. That 1s all I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. We should like to hear some more concerns.
People who have already made their presentations can come up again. Mr. Flaherty.

MR. JOSAPHIE FLAHERTY: (Translation) I do not have very much to say. My name Is Josaphle
Flaherty. I was born In Port Harrison, northern Quebec. We just moved to a rehab recently and
they are a lot warmer and I am not sure of what is going to be happening In future with that rehab 
so^we will just welt. Also, the windows are beneficial to us because we can just open them when 1t 
gets warm Inside and I really like the windows because 1t bothers me sometimes when there Is a lot

going on In the house. So, Ĩ like the windows when they can be opened. Also, even
though I am not a carpenter I would like to say that when they were repairing the floor, I also 
could see that the room was a little bit more crowded than before and the level of the house was 
not even. So after they have did the construction on the floor they finally leveled the building 
and there are no more problems on our floor. That 1s all I have to say, I do not have anythlnq 
more to bring up. J 3

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any more? If there are no more presentations I
think we will just have to adjourn the meeting.

MR. RAYMOND MERCREDI: My name Is Raymond Mercredi and I have been living In Grise Fiord for the
past five or so years. Myself, I do not really like the way they design the new houses. I think
the slope on the ceilings 1s not really needed because up here, as you know, we do not get much
snow and to me 1t is just a waste of space. As you know, on the rehabs -- some people 1n town have 
got them, the wey that they built the rehabs was that they built from the Inside one year. That 
way we lost four inches all around the house. This year, the way they are doing them, they
Insulated the house from the outside but they put a radiator around the house and we lost four 
Inches again. Myself, I do not think that 1s a very good idea. The rooms are very small. Some of 
the rooms are eight feet aroi id. I would Hke to see some bigger houses instead of losing space.
I know In some houses there is about 10 people and some of the houses have extensions, I would like 
them to leave the extensions Instead of breaking them off. That is about all I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. (Translation) Any more remarks? I am very sorry that there
are not enough people here. It 1s not your fault that there are few people but we were going to 
start earlier on our trip but since there have been some problems we were going to defer our trip. 
So at this late month we can really start attending to the problems and we have to visit other 
communities for some hearings. We will try and finish Baffin Region this month. Our aim 1s to 
hear any concerns or problems regarding the NWTHC or any rental houses from the people. Perhaps I 
will ask the last question. Are there any other remarks or presentations to be made? Mr. Nutara.
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MR.^ELIJAH NUTARA: (Translation) I would like to make another point. The NWT Housing Corporation
■ fi YéllGwkfitfé, wlien we have ciMilraLLi liiruugii Lhe nWTKC, it was the best situation because we had 
the money available to pay for employees but right now there are different contractors and there 
1s no Inult working on the rehabs. Our housing association has dealt with this matter and we would 
like to stress once again that NWT Housing Corporation should look for the best construction
workers who would be available to construct new houses 1n the communities. We strongly feel the 
NWT Housing Corporation when they are selecting for the contracts they should get the best 
construction workers.

There was one situation here that the construction workers came up here and they did not even know 
how to read a blueprint and they did not even know how to build houses. I was one of the employees 
at that time and I created problems because I used to go to work at 8:00 o'clock and finish at 6:00 
p.m. And after 15 days we used to get paid and I used to get 1700 for those two weeks and they 
were being paid by the hour and also I just finished for about three days and for those three days 
that I was off I was paid $650. 1 tried to bring this up to the Housing Corporation In Frobisher
but no changes were made. Prior to finishing my employment with the Housing Corporation, I could 
not get paid because the construction contractor owed too much money to the co-op and they had so 
many bills to pay and for that reason they were not able to pay the salaries. The Housing
Corporation should try and look for the best possible available construction workers to build the 
houses or to build rehabs In the communities so that we would not have to start blaming the 
contractors 1f they make some mistakes. Thank you for allowing me to speak, to he able to come up 
to this table once more.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Do any of the Members wish to ask questions. Mrs 
Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: You mean to say they have contracts here 1n town and they are not hiring local
people?

MR. RAYMOND MERCREDI: I think what Elijah Is trying to say Is that they had contractors In here
that the corporation passed out a contract to some big contractors and 1t was subcontracted. The
subcontractor did not know very much about construction and that Is why the rehabs this year has 
taken them about 10 months to do. You see, some contractor did not know what he W s  doing and I 
think It would be a good Idea If the corporation was to check out the contractor to make sure 1t 
does not happen again.

MRS. LAWRENCE: My question 1s, when they have a subcontractor do they hire local people or dc they
bring people Into the community to do the work? Is that what the complaint was?

MR. RAYMOND MERCREDI: They hired local people.

MRS. LAWRENCE: They do hire local people sometimes but not all the time?

MR. RAYMOND MERCREDI: Well, if there Is work for them to do then they are hired.

MRS. LAWRENCE: What Elijah said was that they used to hire local people but that they got
contractors coming 1n who do not really know what to do and my question Is, you mean to say they do 
not hire local people any more?

MR. RAYMOND MERCREDI: Well I think at this time of year 1t 1s very hard to get local people to
work because 1t Is summertime, we are just coming out of the dark season and I know for myself that
once light comes around I do not feel like working, I do not work and that 1s why right now they 
are probably not hiring any people because they cannot get anybody to work.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Concerning rehabs, how would you feel If they are built
during summer or winter -- which one do you feel would be better for the community, if they are 
built rehab during winter or summer?

MR. RAYMOND MERCREDI: As you know, during the wintertime it is dark here all the time. I feel 
that creates a big problem if you are working on rehabs because the ship arrives here In September



and by the time they get going on the rehabs 1t 1s winter and 1t Is dark and, like they were 
saying, 1t 1s cold and 1t creates all kinds of problems. I just know from my work on the rehabs 
that 1t creates all kinds of problems. It would be better to start them 1n the springtime rather 
than 1n the winter.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. (Translation) Questions from the Special Committee on Housing 
at the table here? Any further speeches or remarks, concerns from the floor, from the public 
audience?

MR. OOLEESIE AKEEAGOK: (Translation) Just one of the concerns I was going to bring up here Is 
that I feel that If they start rehabs they should start 1n springtime because last year the ship 
came In around the middle of August and we had to move out of our old house and our family did not 
want to move from that house. Then they told us that they were going to complete the rehabs In one 
month and for that reason we decided to move out of our house and we waited nine months since they 
started the rehabs and 1t 1s going to be 10 months since they started on the rehabs. We have been 
told that noxt week we will be moving 1 n, but that next week has been turning Into months and for 
that situation It seems that the housing construction Is very slow and for those reasons we feel 
the Housing Corporation should Identify and look for the best possible construction workers that 
would be able to build or construct houses. That was one of our main problems when they first 
started the rehabs. When they first started, the contractors came in and they sta-ted on the rehab 
but then the Inspector came along and decided to tear down the house, right down to scratch one, 
and they have to build that same house again and that was one of our main problems that arose 
during our rehabs this year.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk); (Translation) Thank you. Any questions from the committee here? The 
floor 1s now open to anybody. No further statements or comments.

MR. JOSAPHIE KIGUKTAK: (Translation) My name Is Josaphle Klguktak. I just wait to make a few 
comments. I am the chairman of the housing committee In Grise Fiord. We have quite a problem 
right now. The smaller houses that are being rehabbed have smaller bedrooms and then the newer 
houses that are up on the hill have two bedrooms. The Housing Corporation has told us that the 
houses that have more bedrooms will have more people, this was set up by the housing committee.

The people that are going Into the rehab houses have stated that they do not like the spaces In the 
rehab houses because they get smaller. I believe in the concerns of these people about the space 
because they are keeping up with their rents, and their living room areas, some are too small when 
they have more bedrooms added. The bigger families want to move into bigger houses that have more 
bedrooms. We will just have to tell them, because we were told that the houses that have fewer 
bedrooms have to have less people in them, even though they are bigger than the smaller houses that 
have more bedrooms that has been rehabed. This has been creating problems with us.

We have had requests for houses for a long time, but we were not able to get one, we can not get 
any approval. If we are not able to get any houses maybe we can put additional living spaces for 
these rehab houses in the future, 1f we are not going to be given any new houses. This Is what I 
wanted to say, I just want to say that I think 1t would be better if the rehab houses could have 
additions and 1t would be better if the living room spaces could be bigger and there would be more 
people 1n these rehab houses. This is all I wanted to say, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any questions from the comnittee? Thank you. Mr. Pijaman.

MR. LOOTY PIJAMIN: (Translation) I just want to make addition to what Mr. Klguktak said. If the 
houses cannot be made bieger, I think the rehab houses are not too bad if the bedrooms could be 
made a little bigger.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any questions from the committee? Mr. Pijamlni.

MR. ABRAHAM PIJAMINI: (Translation) My name 1s Abraham Pijaminl. From the things I am hearing I 
just want to support the people here. I have been living here in Grise Fiord for many years, first 
I came 1n 1962 —  since 1962. I just want to give you a little bit of history of the community.



- 5 -

In 1962, I did not see one house besides the RCMP houses, they were the only ejected houses when I 
c m » . In the spring of 1962 the school was built. The people Just started to come In then to 
3r1se Fiord. It was very good when they started to get houses here because people had a long 
winter to go through, and later on the houses were built In the winter.

We also experienced 1n the construction, that they were having problems with the levelling or the 
..foundation of the houses that they were building 1n the fall. Regarding that matter there has to 

4 be some problems on the foundation as you have heard earlier. So I would like to comment on that 
again. Since we have a problem of that kind I would like to answer the Chairman's remarks or his 
question as to where would be the best place to build a house In our area. I understand that we 
would probably experience many problems 1n our community, so I would like to say tnat the sealift 
usually comes In late fall, so that Is when wp receive the wood, finally.

I also would like to express concern about the small space that Is being built In the rehabs -- 
the first did not have any problems. When the sealift came and the wood arrived, It was delivered 
right next to the old house and when the daylight was coming around and the warmth was coming 
around the people were also going out camping. At that time the construction workers did not have 
so much difficulty rehablng the houses because the family living 1n that house, was out camping. 
So I would like to see these rehabs started In the spring, and I think It would be a lot easier for 
the construction workers to build 1n the summer while the people are out camping, and when the fall 
comes and when the people come back to the community they can just move Into the rehabs and 1n 
summer they would not have so much difficulty trying to move into somebody's house or somewhere to 
get away from the construction workers. That Is what I am trying to say to the Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any questions from the Members? Thank you very
much.

A SPEAKER (male): I also have a question. If there 1s a person who owns a house who would be
responsible for electricity, fuel and water delivery, regarding those who would be the best person 
to bill? Would It be the GNWT o'* the housing association 1n Grise Fiord?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) To my understanding and in my experience the person who owns
the house has to pay his own bills to the people delivering fuel and for the electricity It would 
be NCPC. If there Is water delivery being made to that home the person would have to pay to the 
owner. Would any of the Members like to answer that question?

A SPEAKER (male): If the person has to pay to the GNWT there would be a lot of money Involved and
if the person 1s paying h1s bills to the housing association it would be a lot cheaper. I wanted 
to know 1f any of you Members have any Ideas on those too.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) A person who owns a house, is not being looked after by NWTHC
or any housing association. The person who owns the house is resposible for h1s building. I do
not think I quite understand, perhaps one of the Members can answer you more correctly. Mrs.
Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: In my area, I do not think about the Eastern Arctic but In the Western Arctic
anyone who has a house of their own, they have to pay their own power to the NCPC themselves and 
for delivery of water usually the local contractors deliver water and sometimes you get yours 
delivered for minimum fee and for fuel you have to pay for your own fuel as well If you are living 
in your own house. I do not know anything about the power, it is probably the same.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you, Mrs. Lawrence.

A SPEAKER (male): Thank you for your answer. So, I have thought about building a house. I was
wondering who would be responsible for the rents? I have no idea of who I am going to pay for the 
delivery of the services, so now I understand what I am to do when I finish my house. Those are 
all the questions I have. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Also the people that own their own houses have to pay bills
for their heat and 1n the Western Arctic the people that own their own houses use wood because they
have trees so that they can lower their bills for heat. Any more comments? Mr. Pljaminl.



MR. PIJAMINI: (Translation) I believe what you just said 1s that the people who live on the
treeline do not do that. I have heard that the people who own their own houses, when they have a 
hard time paying their bills they sometimes move back to the housing associations buildings. The 
геаъим why I am asking this question is because l want to know ahead of time how 1t Is to own a 
house, how it 1s to pay your bills when you have your own house. The people would supplement 
their own heat. Because we have no trees here 1n the Eastern Arctic. We will have to use nothing 
but gas, so this Is how I am looking at heating my house.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I think you will be the first one to own your own house In
Grise Fiord, and you will be paying for the heat and 1f you can not pay your bills anymore then you
are cut-off these posts and maybe that can help you heat the house.

MR. PIJAMINI: (Translation) I do not think I will do that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I am just kidding.

-— Laughter

MRS. LAWRENCE: Can I say something?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MR. LAWRENCE: I would suggest that If you are going to build your own home, to put lots of
windows, and make sure you have alot of Insulation. If you have holes, you may lose a
lot of heat. Make sure you have enough Insulation so you do not have to lose too much fuel.

MR. PIJAMINI: Yes, I understand what you said. Thank you. I will keep in mind what you said, I
do not know If I will be able to do that because of the money situation. I will see how I will be
dealing with that and perhaps you will hear of what happened to the house I will be living in.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I have seen people 1n public housing in my area and they are experiencing a lot of
problems. Ï would encourage anybody to build their own home, you will be better off 1n the 
long-run If you own your own home, because of the experience that I saw with renting housing from 
the Housing Corporation. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: The question I would like to ask is when you are building your own home are you
getting any help from the Housing Corporation or are you getting anybody to help you build your 
home or are you doing 1t all on your own?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) Thank you. I am not thinking about building a house. I was given
my house as a present for my service with the RCMP, so the building was already given to me. I 
have seen it and it seems very good, the insulation is very thick so it is probably one that will 
use the least fuel in Grise Fiord. I will not be building a house, hut what I would like to say at 
this time Is thank you to those people who have given me a house as a gift. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Do you understand that? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Maybe someone could answer this question. For instance, if somebody built a house 
in Grise Fiord what assistance would they get from the Housing Corporation?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) The question you brought up will probably be difficult to
answer. However, 1s there someone in the audience here who knows? They could come up to the mike.
If the secretary was here, you would probably get your answer. Also I would like to, along with 
committee Members —  the communities which are not on the treeline, maybe we as a committee can 
find out whether the wood could be shipped up into the communities for home-ownership. That might 
be even cheaper from fuel consumption buildings and we could have that for consideration. It might 
be cheaper for the community if they get their wood from down South and we will try and find our 1f 
this will be feasible or if it would not be as good as using fuel for dwellings. Also in this area



there Is coal and we will try and find out 1f any of these will be more beneficial to 
home-ownership than fuel consumption iieal iny system*. Question* f»uni i epur I» иг m u m  m> Cûi'êâÿüê» 
here? Would anyone from the audience like to go up to the table?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) That question seems to be directed to me, so I am just 
experimenting now whether 1t would be better with home-ownership but then I will try and find out 
whether problems will arise 1n the future once I move Into the house. So, 1f 1t 1s possible I will 
try and get assistance to get some wood or anything that will be cheaper to bring up to heat our 
house, whether It be wood or coal, It would be cheaper than fuel. Then 1f that Is the case, we 
would consider the situation. If that 1s the case, who would I give my comments to?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) We will Investigate that situation and we will probcbly give 
you an answer 1n the near future. Are there anymore comments to be made from the public? At this 
time I would like to thank you very much, even though the majority of the people are not here you 
have made yourselves available and given your presentation and you have welcomed us. As you know 
this 1s our first meeting as a special committee on the Issue and I fully support our meeting here 
tonight. We will deal with the comments that you have made and we will be dealing with other 
communities concerned. At this time I would like to thank you once again for being able to bring 
your concerns to this meeting, and we are hoping that In the future we will be able to make better 
recommendations for better housing situations In the NWT. I would like to ask any Member on the 
committee 1f they have any dosing remarks or whether they would like to make their last statements 
from the committee at the table here? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I would just like to say to the people, thanks for coming to our meeting and this 
Is our only chance to view your concerns because I do not think we will be coming back here again, 
because we have a lot of communities to cover. So I would just like to say thank your for coming 
here and for enjoying our short stay. Mahsl cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Again, I would like to thank you for coming, and 1f any of you chink of anything 
else, you can write a letter to the committee. And for any people with concerns that were not 
here tonight, they can write us a letter and we can also learn about your concerns that way. Thank 
you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Anyone else? Thank you. The hearing 1n Grise Fiord In now 
adjourned. Mahsl Cho.

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMUTEE ON HOUSING 

RESOLUTE BAY, JUNE 4, 1964

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I think we can start the meeting. We are the Special 
Committee on Housing visiting the cormiunlty of Resolute. The Special Conmlttee on Housing consists 
of six elected MLAs and four alternate MLAs appointed by the Legislative Assembly 1n February 1984, 
to Investigate the concerns of people 1n the communities regarding housing. The committee will 
also Interview the operation of the NWT Housing Corporation.

First of all I would like to introduce the committee Members. You all know me, I am Ludy Pudluk. 
The one on the far left Is Mike Ballantyne, he Is elected for Yellowknife North; on my left 1s Joe 
Arlooktoo, he Is representing Baffin South; and to my right Is John T'Selele representing Sahtu; 
and behind him Is Eliza Lawrence, Tu Nedhe constituency; and last Red Pedersen, he Is representing 
Xltlkmeot West, he Is from Kltlkmeot Region. These are the Special Committees on Housing Members. 
I would like to thank the commurtlty council for their Invitation to have the special committee 
visit and hold a public meeting. The committee will hold a public hearing 1n Baffin communities. 
During the next six months over 40 communities will be visited and the NWT Housing Corporation will 
be also reviewed by the committee. The Interim report will be tabled In the Legislative Assembly 
this fall, possibly In November. The final report will contain recommendations based on conmunlty 
hearings In NWTHC reveal. It 1s to go to the communities and those recommendations are to make 
Improvements In the housing at the community level.

The community hearings are the first step m  finding out what people would like to see happen with 
housing. Of course it will not be possible to make any promises about what the committee would be 
able to do. The committee has to consider the housing situation throughout the NWT and look at 
where the money would come from and any changes it might suggest. The conmlttee has a 
responsibility to make sure that the recommendations It makes are realistic and positive, 
recommendations that would self-act at least some of the major problems we are now dealing with. 
Therefore we welcome your suggestions for improvement and encourage you to share your views with 
us.

For the benefit of the MLAs from the West, we would like to ask MLA Members from the West to give 
us a brief summary of how housing has been delivered to their communities 1n the past. We would 
also like to hear from the board members of the housing association about your work with 
organizing, and also the district office of the NWTHC. If you would like to speak, please step up 
to the microphone at the table, please tell us your name for the record. The Interpreters will 
translate your remarks simulaneously and your comments will also be recorded so that the 
transcripts of the hearing can be produced. Also I would like to stress that the headsets used for 
translation are fragile so we ask that you not allow your kids to play with them. I will stop here 
for now and let the MLA from the West continue. Mr. Mike Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Pudluk. Thank you for Inviting us to your beautiful community. 
Mr. Pudluk took us out seal hunting today, we had a really good day 1n the bright sunshine. People 
have been very friendly and made us feel very welcome. Ludy Pudluk is a very good and a very hard 
working MLA and he looks after your community in the Legislative Assembly. It was his Idea to form 
this housing committee. If 1t improves the housing situation, he deserves a lot of credit. We 
western MLAs welcome the opportunity to visit Baffin and talk to the people of the Baffin. So we 
can better understand the problems with housing in the Eastern Arctic. There are some problems 1n 
the West which are different from the East but I think many of the problems are the same. We have 
much to learn from you and we really appreciate being Invited to Resolute Bay. Thank you very 
much.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Ballantyne. Are there any more comments from the Members?
d Hke to make an additional remark. Since I was elected we have been trying to solve 

problems on housing matters. I did not feel right trylnq to solve all the problems by myself and 
the Members have also felt the same way when they are trying to deal with the housing matters 1n 
their constituencies. For those reasons we decided to form a special committee consisting of six 
? ,f,s, so. that we can hear Уоиг concerns or problems regarding the housing matters. And also 
Ш  1972, the Housing Corporation moved to Northwest Territories ar.d since that time they have teen 
very hard to deal with and seems like that organization is being operated hy two governments, the 
federal government and by the Government of the NWT. Perhaps that 1s where the problem comes 1n, 
In dealing with that organization. So we would H k e  your concerns and problems and also we will 
record them. I know we will not answer specific questions. I would like to stress to you we are 
not working for the NWTHC but we are working with you. So therefore I would like you to bring up 
your experiences 1n housing matters and your problems and concerns. We would appreciate any of 
your remarks. We will just leave the floor open to the people and If we have any questions we will 
dH-ect them to you and If anybody wants to bring up their concerns, please do not feel bad to come 
î°ki « tat> e and p1ease state your name and speak slowly for the benefit of interpreters. The 
table is now open. If nobody wants to speak we can finish the meeting. Mr. Nungak.

MR. PHILLIP NUNGAK: My name Is Phillip Nungak. I think It 1s better if I speak English because I
nave them written down 1n English. I am not too sure exactly what I should say but If I get out of 
line I hope you guys will tell me to get 1n line. I have lived In Resolute Bay since about 1955. 
Perhaps a little history will be 1n order. When people first got here they used to build their own 
houses out of scrap lumber and things Hke that, that they could get from the air force when it was 
still up here. Each family used to build their own houses, and I suppose they had some pride 1n 
building their own houses. That way they took care of It better. Then In about the early 1960s 
they were given government rental.houses, where they live now.

I think the allocation of cheap rental houses has been some kind of source to laziness among young 
people because they live in nice, warm heated houses nowadays. But people will need time to get 
out of this mentality. In my opinion, I think the Housing Corporation may owe a lot more to the 
people of the North than people who owe them some rental money. This system of housing has got 
some advantages and disadvantages, I believe. One of the advantages may be better housing, one of 
the disadvantages could be that there 1s too much control by government agencies 1n building houses 
and allocating houses. Right, now I will just oolnt out some problems that I s?e with the houslna 
associations and the Housing Corporation. M

Number one, Is the housing association 1n Resolute Bay can only have on Its board of directors 
who hL.as no debts t0 tbe association. That sometimes leaves very few people that are 

e*k * t0 be on the board* deluding those that are not likely to be elected to the board under 
other circumstances. I think any member of the housing association should be able to be elected to 
the board. I think that is one by-law of the housing association or Housing Corporation that 
should be changed that anyone should be able to be on the board of directors.

Number two, I think the housing association board of directors should be a cormlttee of the hamlet 
or settlement council. That way the board would be more responsible to the people'It 1s supposed

Number three, permanent residents of the NWT who would be using the houses should have more say on 
the design of the houses. That way they could have a lot of Input Into the kind of houses that 
they live In.

Number four, 1n support of home-ownership, individuals or families should be provided with building 
materials such as planks, two-by-fours, plywood, insulation, windows, doors and roofing material, 
rather than getting prefabricated materials as they did before. They should be encouraged to build 
their own houses. That way they may not build the houses like the Weber houses that have been the 
centre of many complaints Hke dripping ceilings and drafty windows and doors.

Number five, the Housing Corporation should be a lot more accountable to the people it 1s supposed 
to serve, like the Baffin Region Inuit Association or the Baffin Regional Council. To my knowedge 
the Housing Corporation has never attended any meetings of the BRIA or the BRC even thouqh thev 
have been asked to attend these kinds of meetings.

Number six, local people should be employed more in housing construction when people from other 
places get contracts to build houses up in the North. I believe this number six was going to be



looked Into by Baffin Regional Council at the last BRC meeting 1n Frobisher Bay and I do hope that 
they get some place with It. That 1s about all 1 have to say for now. I might have things to say 
later on. Thanks for your time.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Phillip. Could you s 11 there for a few minutes. I am going to
ask the special committee If they have any questions. Any questions? Mr. Ballanyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. That was a very good presentation and that 1s what we 
need -- some ideas. But one of your points, the Idea that the association should be more 
accountable to the settlement council. How would you see that done? Would you see the settlement 
council appointing the association? How would you suggest you could do that?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk); Thank you, Mr. Ballantyne. Mr. Nungak.

MR. PHIILIP NUNGAK: The way I think 1t should be Is some kind of a committee to the settlement or
hamlet council. That way they would be accountable to the settlement or hamlet council so that 1f 
somebody had any complaints about housing somebody could tell the settlement council, for 
example. That way I think the housing association board would be a lot more responsible to the 
people. Does that answer your question?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you. What I was just wondering, would you like to see them elected at large 
or appointed by the settlement council?

MR. PHILLIP NUNGAK: I would like to see them elected, but as I stated 1n my complaint, number one,
that everybody should be eligible to be on the board of directors, now 1f a person owes too mucn 
money to the housing association then they are not eligible to be on the board. I would like to 
see them elected.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: I would like to just clarify that number one point, that if you owe money on your
rent you are not eligible to be on the board. Who says so?

MR. PHILLIP NUNGAK: In the last annual general meeting of the housing association we were Informed
that anybody who owes too much money or some money to the housing association they were not 
eligible to be on the board. I think that 1s one of their by-laws. That 1s what we were told.

MR. PEDERSEN: That Is certainly not the case 1n other communities I know of. In Coppermine where 
I come from I happen to know that a number of the members of the board of directors have 
substantial arrears and as far as I know, it 1s not a Housing Corporation policy, it may be a 
regional policy. Perhaps we can check Into that when we get to Frobisher later.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Pedersen. Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to stress on this matter since 
this Incident happened 1n Lake Harbour too. Because whoever owes money to the housing association 
they were not eligible to be on the board for the housing association. However, our housing 
association did some Investigating and we found out that it 1s not a by-law and It Is not In the 
regulations. The way we are set up in Lake Harbour now 1s that anybody who has a substantial
amount of money owing to the Housing Corporation, we do not let them be eligible to be on the
housing association boards. That is our own community by-law we have set up, but we know It Is not 
written on law stating that. Probably some of these matters have been dealt with within the Baffin 
Region and I do not think that it would be too difficult to deal with that matter within the 
community because I think that if the community has a small population then I feel that It would be 
necessary to have any person to be eligible to be on the board of the housing association. Thank 
you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just want to comment on your number one concern on
members not being on the board when they have arrears. That law is sometimes set by the regional
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office because In щу area they have that same policy for the local people and It Is even on a 
little pamphlet that comes from the district office saying that anyone who owes money Is not to be
ОП the board. So T t.Mnlf that ic » глнпеел a# a 1a+ a* TU.^b............  — * « «* • «* »** i m i e w N iH u i t i v iw a i  MMMtm jw u  •

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTTNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. There are a couple of other points you made that were
quite good. In Grise Fiord we heard the problem about consultation with the community before 
houses are designed. Before the Housing Corporation designs a new house now do they come and talk 
to the housing association and ask your Ideas?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Ballantyne. Mr. Nungak.

jf^SAK: y°u a*k ?f the Housing Corporation consults with the housing association on
what kind of design they want? To щу knowledge, I do not know, I do not think they ever did 
consult the housing association on what kind of design they want.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Another one, the reason I am asking so many is that you brought up some of the
very Important points that we are going to have to deal with and It Is helpful to us to clarify
because you are very good. You said you support home-ownership. Now If the government supplied 
building materials as you said, who should pay for the heat and the light and oil?

MR. PHILLIP NUNGAK: Looks like tho people who owned the building should pay for heat and the fuel
and things like that but perhaps be subsidized by the government.

MR. BALLANTYNE: In the West, where there Is home-ownership programs that Is true. Do you think
people here would be prepared If they got the materials to pay for the heat, light and oil?

MR. PHILLIP NUNGAK: In the case of Resolute, perhaps they would be Interested In getting some
materials for houses but as you might notice there Is quite a few vacant houses In Resolute. In 
that case maybe not too many people would want to build their houses at this point right now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: One more question. It Is to deal with employment during construction or rehab of
houses? Do southern contractors or the government offer any training programs for the people here
so they can learn the skills to build a house.

MR. PHILLIP NUNGAK: I do not know anybody who has been trained to build houses from Resolute.
Complaint number six was more In support of other communities that might be building houses In the 
near future.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any more comments from the committee. Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Do they have home-ownership programs around here?

MR. PHILLIP NUNGAK: I think 1t 1s available here 1f somebody wants it.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, that Is all I wanted to know.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more questions from the committee? (Translation) Mr. Nungak, I would
like to thank you at this time and you may be back at the table again. Thank you. We would like 
to hear all kinds of concerns. Mr. Levi Nungak.

MR. LEVI NUNGAK: My name Is Levi Nungak and I am originally from northern Quebec. I am going to
be giving some remarks and some questions. I have been chairman for a while but through that 
experience I have seen a lot of people who have to pay for their houses. Some of the buildings for 
the houses are not well maintained by the NWTHC. I have also heard of all sorts of problems and up 
to now some houses are well maintained now by the board. However, I have never seen a new house
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built In Resolute. While I was In Frobisher, I was staying at a rehab house which was really nice 
ariü I am nut sure of what kina of building that was. ihe rehab was designed that 1 did not 
recognize the house because It was built on the outside and In the Interior —  so we all know that 
there are a lot of unused houses In Resolute. I am not sure If we do need rehabs. That Is what I 
wanted to say for my part. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Can you stay there for a minute? Maybe one of the Members m*y have a
question. Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In Resolute there are quite a few houses
that are not being occupied. I would like to know 1f the houses were renovated, would the people 
like to move Into those houses?

CHAPMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Nungak.

MR. LEVI NUNGAK: Yes, I think we will have to do some consulting with the housing association or
the Housing Corporation and I am not sure now of what the people want because I am no longer 
chairman for the association. So I cannot really answer that question. Perhaps the chairman can 
put remarks on that. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Well done. Mr. T'Selele.

Ml. T'SELEIE: I also wanted to ask about the empty houses that we see when we walk around. But I
guess the man already answered that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Is that a question? Any question from the special committee?
(Translation) Thank you, Mr. Nungak. Are there any more people from the audience who want to come 
up to the table? Mr. Eekalook.

MR. GEORGE EEKALOOK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My name 1s George Eekalook. I am
also the chairman for the housing association 1n Resolute for the past two years. First of all, 
the question that was directed to the person, I would like to answer that regarding the houses that 
are not being used. There are quite a few houses that are vacant, there are eight of them. I Just 
can answer that the housing association was not functioning very well as 1t should be and there 
were not enough people to move Into the houses so they have to cut off the power and stop 
delivering the water to the empty houses. We have water delivery through, up high from the lakes 
so they had to shut off those pipes and after that we know that when the houses are being shut down
they are not In better shape so we are going to be trying to get those houses occupied In order
that they will function properly. We all know that because we live up here and know what to do 
with the houses and so they had to shut off the houses on order from the district office. So I
think he shut them off because they were using a lot of money and right now we do not have any
budget to maintain the buildings and some of the pipes have exploded because of being frozen. So
we will try our best to reopen the houses for use. That 1s our aim now. Did I answer that
question?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are you finished? Mr. T'Selele.

MR. T'SELEIE: I just want to ask you 1f the reason that these eight houses are empty Is because 
there 1s not enough people to fill them. Is that what you are saying?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Eekalook.

MR. GEORGE EEKALOOK: Mr. Chairman, I am trying to say that the last housing association did not
function very well and they keep bugging us about the debts that have to be paid and that they are 
not going to take any more people due to the money owed. There were about two or three families 1n
one building, but In the past we have heard that the people or the families are not allowed to go
Into those empty houses because they owe a lot of money. We are trying our best to keep our people 
happy and NWTHC had said in the past that one house should not be full other than husband and 
wife. So we are not happy about not moving in because we owe a lot of money. Mr. Chairman, we are 
just going to go ahead and open the vacant houses because they are just waiting for people. We 
thought It would be a lot better if those houses were opened because we would not have to look 
after the plumbing, the maintaining of those houses when they are not being used. So at this 
moment the Department of Public Works has to put some heat into those houses.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. I Jus': want to mention to the committee that there were more 
people here In the community but they started moving to other settlements and those houses that 
were occupied were In very bad shape and there was no money to renovate those houses that were 
vacant. Thu children are nnu лгпып нр £n/j they are "sk 1 fîj f o r hcjsc*. So thcrcfcrc thcw tc 
renovate these vacant houses so that the people can get houses, but there is no money In the 
housing association to renovate. I just wanted to make It clear.

MR. GE0R6E EEKALOOK: I still have quite a bit of comments I would like to say. First of all, I 
Just want to make addition to what Philip said. In the beginning of the 1960s the housing were 
being built here 1n Resolute. I think we Inult made a mistake because we didn't understand very 
much and that Is why we lost these houses that we had built. And the reason we are spending money 
new Is because we made a mistake at that time and up to today, because the rents are going sky 
high. So that Is why, I have heard, that the rents are getting higher because DPW house rents are 
going up and we have to follow these. I do not think It has to be that way. I do not think we 
have to follow the rate of the DPW rent for this reason. The houses that belong to DPW are 
occupied by the people that have a good job and are making good money and they have less furniture 
and their furnitures and their beds, rugs are already In the houses and the housing association 
does not provide that. The people that rent from the housing association they are not all 
working.

If the Housing Corporation will follow the DPW rates and the people that live 1n housing 
association houses will be paying a lot of money because they are following the rates of DPW and 
the people who are renting from the housing association are not making the same salary as the 
people of DPW. That Is why Housing Corporation were putting the rents higher and I do not think 1t 
has to be like that because these people are working all the time and have money to pay for their 
rent. When we are like that too 1t would be okay because some of these houses have no furniture 
that belongs to housing association and the occupants do not always work and this is the case.

On the second one, the main concern Is regarding rent you probably won't understand what I say but 
I know and I saw because we pay for our rents according to the salary that we make. I do not think 
the pension and the family allowance should be included 1n that rent scale. I do not think this Is 
proper, I think this 1s going to have to be rectified sometime In the future.

And the third one, I just want to make an addition regarding the housing association board of 
directors. As we heard, there Is not too many people 1n the coimnunitles and when there Is an 
election for the board of directors we have a hard time filling the vacant seats. We thought It 
would be okay, even 1f the people owe some money to the housing association, that they should be 
able to come to the board of directors. The secretary to the manager In Frobisher has to move 
because there 1s not enough people 1n town. We will try to think about this problem that we have 
at the next election.

My last concern that I want to express Is, the housing association board of directors are given so 
much money, after so many months they are given some payments and they are not always running the 
operation, 1t Is run by the people In Frobisher. I think as a board of directors, we should be 
able to have a say as how to use this money. I think 1t should be given to us so that we can use 
It as we see fit. When we want to do something to the houses we have to go to Frobisher and ask 
for what we want to do and there 1s never enough money for what we want to do. I think we should 
be given money for what we want to do. We are given a certain amount of money but It 1s not always 
enough. I am trying to say that the things that we want are sometimes expensive but 1f they are 
expensive we have to go through Frobisher before we can do anything. Mr. Chairman, I do not have 
anything more right now but if there are any questions from the head table I will be available and 
I will make some more comments later on.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any questions from the head table. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. That was a very good presentation. I understand there 
are eight vacant houses now. If you can fix up those eight houses, how many more houses would you 
need for the people here?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Eekalook.

MR. GEORGE EEKALOOK: (Translation) Mr. Chairman, we will try to renovate all of these eight houses 
before fall, before it gets too cold, so that the people that need housing —  I think there will 
be enough houses for those people who have been asking for houses. The Housing Corporation has
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stated that they will not make new houses for this year. This Is our understanding. I think the 
clyiit houses after they have been renovated will be enough. Ю Г  those who want to rent 1t would be 
okay.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My question Is what do the people think of
the rents of these houses. I think they may be scaled for the rent either 25 or 50 par cent and I 
wonder how 1t Is set up In Resolute.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Eekalook.

MR. GEORGE EEKALOOK: (Translation) There are some people that are not working In town and
according to the people that are working right now we use the Baffin scales. But we know that the 
house rents are going too high, but for us as a board of directors we cannot figure out the rent 
scales and we are not too happy with this because we have to follow the DPW rent scales and this Is 
not agreeable to us and It creates problems. People say that our rents are too high but I don't 
think we can retlfy this right now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Arlooktoo.

W .  ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) I understand that 1t will be different payments for different
situations even In the Baffin Region. Allocations to people who are unemployed, are they using the 
lowest minimum scale that 1s available to them?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Eekalook.

MR. GEORGE EEKALOOK: (Translation) Mr. Chairman, the unemployed people are also paying different
rent scales because some of the people who are paying rent are being subsldzled by Social Services,
however the people who have good jobs always pay the highest amounts toward rent.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I would like to ask a question too. First of all I would
like to use an example of a government employee having to sign an agreement to move to staff
housing and that same person Is paying, even though there is another person staying in that same 
building they are not allowed to pay. However, if a person Is on a rental housing then all of the 
people who are Inside that house, who earns salary, have to use a higher rent scale. In agreement 
with that situation how would you feel 1f that was the case?

MR. GEORGE EEKALOOK: (Translation) Mr. Chairman, I am not too clear on the question you are asking
me. Are you trying to ask whether these government employees —  maybe you can clarify that 
question.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Yes, any person who is a government employee and using staff
housing, even though there is more than one person staying In that staff house and earning salary,
then the only person who signed an agreement with the government to move to that staff housing Is
the only person paying rent to that staff house. However, 1f somebody 1s staying 1n rental
housing and he 1s employed and there is another person who is also employed and making a salary,
then they combine those two employees salaries together and then they set the scale from that gross
of those two employees salaries. Do you agree with that if that was the situation?

MR. GEORGE EEKALOOK: (Translation) For that reason I try to make It clear that -- I am going to
use a person who is staying 1n one house, for example our family, me, my wife and my children, we 
are all working and we are living In rental housing we would all be paying the rent scale of the 
total gross of these three people's salary. And also the gross salary, before they set the scale 
they have to add the family allowance and also the old age pension toward the rent scale that Is 
set up. Our understanding too toward government, is that even though man and wife are both working 
and they are staying 1n staff housing then only one would be paying for the percentage of the
salary. That will never be fair for the Inuit up here. Am I clear, can you understand me?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any further questions from the table on the special
committee? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: My question is the Housing Corporation will build 250 houses this year and the
corporation decides how many houses each community will get. Do you think that the way that they 
do it now is fair and if you don't do you have any ideas how to make it better?
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Eekalook.

MR. GEORGE EEKALOOK: (Translation) Mr. Chairman, I understand your question. There 1s a lot of
PKffi.c a»o „ave i/êcn «skiny for housing and the Housing corporation —  when we have meetings In 
Frobisher Bay we have alreat • seen how they have selected these houses to be roved to that certain 
community. For example, as In Resolute Bay, we request five houses and In Grise Fiord they also 
requested five houses too and 1n Pond Inlet, the population In Pangnlrtung and also Igloollk, those
ÍÍSûíîi1!5 aJ S0, n uld wa"t 4houw s  too and then Its up to the Housing Corporation to see which
communities should be receiving houses. However, In the last regional housing association meeting
we felt that In the Baffin Region they have annual general meetings, they have to have this twice a 
year but because of funding they have once a year regional meetings then 1t will be better If the 
communities have Input as to where the houses should be located and that way there will not be

Housing Corporation and us and we can work together closely because I know
u  » , „ ^  communities and they all want housing. Right now we finally start to see where
the Housing Corporation have already located these houses, as to where they should be located. 
*IM .*.* trying to sqy 1s we should be Involved to set up where the houses should be moved Into 1n 
the future. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: That Is what I was getting at and I think 1t 1s a good solution. So, for an
example, If the Housing Corporation told you that they have 100 houses, for example for the Baffin 
Region and at your regional meeting 13 communities would decide where the houses vould go and tell 
the Housing Corporation. *

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Eekalook.

MR. GEORGE EEKALOOK: (Translation) Yes, that would be the best solution especially to us because 
it is very difficult when the houses are already allocated to different conmunltles because you 
only see them when It 1s already set up. You try and rush an order for this community and when you 
see that plan and start seeing that Pond Inlet will be getting a house before us —  for those 
reasons It would be best If the communities should set up where the houses should be going because 
we know that every year there Is going to be houses built In different regions. Thank you!

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any further questions? I would like to thank you at this
time. If you would like to come back to the table later on you may do so. I do not have anything
nont now. Mr. мшлдк J 9

MR. LEVI NUNGAK: (Translation) When I was the chairman for the association 1n Resolute we had to 
shut off electricity to some of those houses that were not occupied and right now we have had to 
open all the houses and let them be available to the people of Resolute. Do you think we have 
possibility of just going ahead with our plan, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I did not quite understand your question, 
say that these houses should be closed for good?

Are you trying to

MR. LEVI NUNGAK: (Translation) I will give you a point that the electricity was shut off so 1f
cu r?j's an aPP]^ca4 ° n f°r a house, we will have to set up the electricity and other maintenance. 
Should we open the houses?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are you asking me? We are not here to answer questions we
are here to direct questions.

MR. LEVI NUNGAK: (Translation) I thought you were the people to ask.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Sorry, we are not from the Housing Corporation. We can
direct the question to the Housing Corporation and we will investigate that question.

MR. LEVI NUNGAK: (Translation) That 1s all the remarks I have.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Mr. Jesudason.
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MR. BEZAL JESUDASON: My name Is Bezal Jesudason and I am private citizen here and also a private 
businessmen. First of all, as you probably already know, there are three tvoes of housing 
available 1n Resolute Bay: one is the staff housing, its the government people living 1n those, 
there are probably about six staff houses right now; and there Is close to 30 that belong to the 
Housing Corporation, 1 think seven or eight are occupied; and there 1s about four private homes In 
this town, two die occupied totally by private people and the third one is owned by the local co-op 
and the fourth one is owned by the Anglican Mission.

Now, the point that 1, and my fellow Resolute citizens, would like to bring out is that the staff 
housing -- which I believe is costing somewhere between $1500 and $2000 per month to maintain, and 
then the staff who normally lives in those houses pay a very nominal reasonable rent of between 
$300 and less than $500. But like Mr. Eekalook was saying earlier, these people are very well paid 
and they all get the special northern allowance which is nearly $5000 extra for living 1n Resolute 
and then they are only paying -- let's say between $400 and $500 for a big house. In other words, 
the government is subsidizing more than a $1000 a month to maintain this house.

Then there are the Housing Corporation houses, with a rent scale I believe scheduled anywhere from 
$48 to less than $500 a month, again depending on income which is fair probably for the people with 
lower income.

My point is as a private home-owner, is that we have no help from the government 1n anyway. I am 
not expecting the government to give me any money to own my own house but it 1s costing more than 
$1200 a month to maintain my house. For example, the electricity in Resolute Bay Is costing close 
to 38 cents per kilowatt and I lose nearly 3000 kilowatts a month. So you can Imagine that for 
that alone, it is over a $1000 a month, just for electricity. However, if I take a government job 
as a janitor in the school or perhaps a mechanics job, the government will pay me, I think It 1s 
somewhere around $750 a month to' look after my own house. But as a totally Independent private 
home-owner, we do not get any help. Maybe the beard could look into this, I don't really like 
handouts from the government, I don't want tnem to pay me any money, but they could perhaps try tO1 
look into the prices of fuel and electricity which is no fault of mine, that 1 have to pay so 
much. They could perhaps bring it to standards like Edmonton or Montreal where they pay less than 
four cents a kilowatt. Here it is close to 38 cents, which is almost 12 times more for 
electricity. Fuel prices are not bad it is only about 67 cents a litre which 1 would say Is 
reasonable, however it is probably still taxed. So 1 would ask the government or whoever ts 
responsible to look into it and perhaps reduce the price increase for people like myself, so that

budaet. Like Mr. Ballantvne was saying it гьи houses are Deinq oui it Dy me Housing corporation-

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne. *

MR. BALLANTYNE: It is a very good point. The problem is that there are so many people in the'
North who work for the government, and there is not very much incentive for people 1n 
enterprise. A couple of things that are happening, is for two years I worked 1n a tax Ш п и  
and as you said, if you are a government employee and you own your own home you get $450 a month 
tax free, and if you are not a government employee and you own your own home, you get nothing.
What we are working on is a form of a cross-the-board credit for people whether they work for the 
government or private industry, so we can be fair for everybody who lives up here. The territorial 
government is prepared a report, called the Bird Report. Have you seen it, if not I can get a copy 
for you. So we are making some efforts in that area.

to live in the North. It is a totally government operated situation. So if you have any qùt&tf 
I will be glad to discuss them with you.
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The second problem we are talking about 1s the high cost of power and fuel. The reason power Is so 
expensive In most of the Northwest Territories 1s mostly because of diesel power In most places and 
1t 1s very expensive to ship 1t. Probably the only way we are going to do anything about that Is 
to get some revenue sharing frari the Federal government on our oil and gas reserves up here, so 
that we can make oil and gas available to people 1n the North. Hopefully It will be a lot cheaper 
than it Is now.

MR. BEZAL JESUDASON: This $450 you said Is given to government employees If they own their own
home. I am not sure It It Is tax free In other places but In this town I know for a fact that If 
you own your own home, like one of our field service officer who recently moved to Frobisher Bay,
owned a home and he was getting $750 a month, but I guess he has to pay tax, that 1s extra on top
of his own fat salary that he was getting. Apart from that we agree and we know that because of 
the high cost of diesel generated power It Is very expensive. But the whole idea 1s that we have 
no choice, more or less there Is no hydro here unless the government Installs some windmills or 
something like that, but In the period In between, until the natural resources are dealt out we 
will be expected to pay this high rate.

Northern Canada Power Commission Is supposed to be a non-profit organization and they want to make 
profit for selling power —  I do not have to make any profit 1n Resolute. But they should be made 
aware that they can have two or three different rates for private home-owners, perhaps 1t 1s 
cheaper than the government because It Is already tax-payed dollars that they are getting. But I 
totally agree with what you said about natural resources because I was at a place north of Rae 
Point where Panarctlc Oil Is using, for the first time, some of the natural gas that they have and 
they say they are saving over $10,000 per day. We are so near to all these fossil fuels and 
natural gas —  we should be able to get some of It to make our costs low here.

Personally, I am sick and tired of hearing about the studies and recommendations because nothing
seems to happen. I would like to see some action for a change. I am sure you are sick and tired 
of hearing all this bitching and complaining from different people In different conmunltles but I 
would like to see some action. I really appreciate you coming here and listening to us and I wish 
you would recommend something that somebody will listen to and take some action on limiedlately, 
because nothing ever happens. There are all these hearings and all these meetings, we have been 
attending meetings for years and nothing ever happens, so I wish you good luck 1n who you recommend 
your proposals to, I hope they listen to you and do something right away because It 1s almost 
hopeless going to meetings. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTyNE: I totally agree with you about the idea. As you come to a hearing like this —
when I was mayor of Yellowknife, I probably attended a hundred hearings, making no headway. It 1s 
very very slow. NCPC 1s a good example, we have been after them constantly and essentially the 
only way that Is going to work is the federal government has to forgive -- they have a massive debt 
and a lot of it comes from inefficiency of $200 million, so that 45 per cent...

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne, could you please slow down.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Okay, I get excited when I talk about NCPC.

---Laughter

But 45 per cent of what you pay for power is paying off their debt. So the request is for the
federal government to forgive the debt and let the Northwest Territories actually take over and
control NCPC. We are having a hard time with that one, but we will keep on fighting. We
understand your frustration.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Jesudason on your concerns. We are here to take your views and
concerns. You are so right when you say people have no incentive to try and own their own home. In 
fact they get penalized, sort of thing, because when you are working for the government you are 
subsidized and a lot of these people come in and naturally do not have to pay too much rent and 
then they leave after a few years. But the local people seem to get penalized because they are 
owning their own home, they do not get any subsidy whatsoever and it really does not make any sense 
to try and own your own home and at the same time they seem to be trying to discourage people from 
owning their own home and go into this low rental housing where their rent is going up high all the
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time. So I am sure 1f you give us a chance to work on this, because we are only on our second 
hearlna and vour views and concerns on this will be taken very seriously. I live In an area too 
where the same thing happens all the time. Single parents with hardly any Income and three 
children have to pay almost $200 because they are not making $900 a month washing floors. It Is 
better off for them not to work, almost. So I know what you are talking about. Thanks for your 
concern.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Jesudason.

MR. JESUDASON: Thank you, for listening to us and carrying your message to poorer people who are 
willing to stay. We are kind of proud to have our own homes and we are not looking for handouts 
from the government either. We are quite proud and I am sure that a lot of Inuits who are sitting 
1n this gathering this evening are the same, they would like to have their own homes and probably 
they won't take handouts, but as long as the government does not charge too much for fuel and 
electricity which in turn they are providing to us, 1f they Innovate some subsidy or somehow 
untaxed privileges because that is what makes the cost so high. For example, many times I have 
been so discouraged I have wanted to move Into public housing. With iqy type of earnings, I make 
very little money. With a business I probably will get up into the $11,000 or so bracket and stop 
paying $1000 for my house. So 1t is really disheartening to have my own home, It Is frustrating 
and I think I have taken up enough of your time, so thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Are there anymore comments or concerns? Mr. 
Walter Aoudla.

MR. AOUOLA: (Translation) My name 1s Water Aoudla, I am one of the members of the housing 
association board of directors and I am also unemloyed. Mr. Chairman, the question that you asked, 
I just want to make addition to it. The people that rent houses from the housing association, you 
were asking about their amount. As you know, before when I was working for Comlnco I was making 
good money and I was with one of my sons, and we also have a male who Is staying at our place and 
also Is working at Comlnco. I was going to bring the receipt of the money that I have paid for 
rent, my rent went up to $900 for one month when I was working with the two gentlemen at the 
mines —  my son and this other guy. My wife was working for the nursing station, and when you put 
the salaries together, along with the family allowance —  so when you add all those Incomes we had 
to pay $900 a month. If you want to see the receipt I could give it to you. It states the amount 
I had to pay for rent per month. When you have so many people working in one house you have to add 
up that to pay for montly rent. I started owing some money because I could not keep up with the 
high rent and the two people that I work with were living in the household and they did not want to 
pay part of the rent.

I just heard that the government staff when they are renting a house, say for Instance the teachers 
that come Into the communities —  couples. When they both work they make around $30,000 to $40,000 
per year and only one person out of those couples pay for rent. Thank you for letting us speak. 
And another thing I want to say is since I am on one of the board of directors -- as you are 
walking around 1n the communities the houses that were built in 1976, they look good on the 
exterior but the Insides are rotten and they are not well made, and they have been like this for so 
many years. Even though there is not much funding available to the housing association and I am 
back with the housing association on thj board of directors and I will work hard to rectify these 
mistakes. If I could be of help perhaps I can help the people as to renovations and whatnot and 
perhaps sometimes they will freeze up because sometimes our temperatures go down to 65. When you 
see these pipes under the ground they are not insulated and I have seen them underground. This is 
my main concern as to what should be fixed.

I am an employee for the housing association, if I had the same job as a person that works for DPW, 
I would be making around $32,000 a year. Myself with the same job would be making around $14,000 
for the housing association. That person working for DPW would be able to go for a holiday, all 
expenses paid, and there is no way I can go for holidays anywhere in the communities even though I 
have relatives in northern Quebec. I cannot go to see them because my travel will not be paid by 
the housing association allowance. The other thing the NWT government staff gets is northern 
allowance and we do not get that from the housing association and this is very discouraging 
sometimes when you are working at the same job or doing the same thing. The housing association 
has nothing, no tools, no materials and there is no parts available from The Bay. So we try to 
work with what we got.
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He just received a letter from the Mousing Corporation stating that 1f we want to buy some tools or
materials we have to go back to Frobisher before they can approve what we want. I would very much
like for the Housing Corporation find some funding, to assist some funding so that the housing 
association could buv some tool* nr metertals because the funding that they give us 1» fiùî. al wav» 
enough for a year.

Also I ordered a table saw from Montreal and It was supposed to be shipped from Montreal by ship. 
When the Housing Corporation found out about this they returned what I ordered and up to tod^y I 
still have not received this saw, I ordered It In 1980. Sometimes we have to go and borrow DPW's 
material because the housing association has no tools or materials. There are a lot of problems 
existing toward housing and these structures have to be rectified yet. When you see the public 
housing the exterior of the house 1s very nice, however, 1f you go to the top of the house the roof 
-- there Is a hole ail around the building and during the winter when there are winds» there is a 
lot of snow that Is coming Inside this building and us people who rent these houses will have to 
clean up the mess that this has created. Those are the concerns that I had and I would like to
thank you at this time for allowing me to speak and if you have further questions I can try and
answer them. J

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. I would like to ask, for the record you are not a 
member of the association but an employee under the housing association.

* AOUDLA: (Translation) That is correct. I am not a member of the housing association and was
told that I am not eligible to be on the housing association due to the fact that I am an employee 
for housing, that was 1n the past but I don't know what the policy 1s right now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I would just like to clarify this matter to my fellow
colleagues. Are there any questions? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I am sorry, I might have missed it, what actually do you do with the houslnq
association? What 1s your job?

MR. AOUDLA: (Translation) Plumbing, heating, and also I deal with furnaces and also I have
certification for all of these trades. When I was working for Comlnco they were recognized by the 
company but when I got back to the housing association they would not recognize my certificates.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just to clarify 1t, somebody doing the same job as you
who works for DPW makes $32,000 plus all his benefits and you make $14,000. Is that right?

MR. AOUDLA: (Translation) Yes, that's true. Your question Is exactly true.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I agree, It doesn't sound very fair to me either.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any further questions? Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to get further
clarification on one of the comments that you brought up concerning holiday travel. You told us 
that they don't pay for your travel. To my understanding, in southern Baffin they are allowed to 
go down to Montreal and return, travel expenses paid, and to my understanding 1f the Housing 
Corporation is going to treat everybody equal then it would seem fair that they allow you to go for 
holiday down to Montreal and return. Down in the southern part of the Baffin Region that Is the 
situation but we will try and bring this concern of yours back to the Housing Corporation and I am 
going to fully support that idea of getting travel benefits for holidays.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I think the Housing Corporation is treating us unfairly,
especially 1n the High Arctic and that is the reason we set up this committee, in order to 
recognize or find out exactly what problems and what unfairness there Is toward housing association 
employees. So 1n that case we would like to hear any concerns or problems that arises toward 
housing. It seems clear too that we have a lot of these meetings and nothing really 1s —  nothing 
ever exists It Is difficult to understand what the government 1s trying to do, sometimes they 
are very difficult to deal with and sometimes they are very soft to deal with. For that reason we 
want to have these hearings and try and make some changes for the future.



- 20 -

In order for us to run our own affairs especially 1n the Arctic. There will be some people who are 
going to start complaining that you have a lot of meetings but no action 1s being taken, but that 
Is not going to he our г л ^  we are Just going to keep pushing forward ar,d try &  Leli government 
how they should be operating 1n the future. Is there any further questions from rqy colleagues at 
the head table? Mrs. Lawrence. *

MRS. LAWRENCE: I just want to comment on what you are saying. I understand fully that one of 
reasons why we formed this committee because a lot of people 1n the communities felt that the 
housing association was not treating them fairly and I am still going to say again that we are 
going to be making so much noise that they have no choice but to listen to us and do something 
about the problems that are existing in the communities. So all I am saying Is have faith In us 
and we are going to try our best to deal with some of these problems.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to clarify something else too. All the wires 
that you see running around here -- not only are we translating everything that Is being said 
every word 1s being recorded too and when these recordings go back to Yellowknife they will be 
typed out and every single word that has been spoken here will be available to read, we will not 
forget what has been said. Also, copies of this will go to the Housing Corporation district 
offices, n the case of Resolute it will go to Frobisher Bay. Hopefully they will take some action 
on that, but If they do not —  I noticed Bezal mentioning that we are tired of holding meetings 
and we want to see action. We are not government people here. We have sat in meetings ourselves 
for many years saying exactly the same things and I guess that Is why we got elected by you. 
you elected Ludy and people H k e  you 1n other areas elected the rest of us. I am sure that all of 
us intend that there should not be any more meetings about how to do It after this one.

All we have to do in convince the other Members of the Legislative Assembly, the'*e are 24 of us 
If we can convince them In our report about the changes that shall be made then these changes will 
happen. That's all I have to say. s

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Eekalook.

MR. GEORGE EEKALOOK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would Hke to make supplementary 
remarks —  I would like to make a recommendation to Phillip Nungak's presentation earlier, 
concerning contractors ~  the contractors use a lot of money to build houses and In a lot of cases 
they do not make the building correctly and we feel that more employment should be existing 1n our 
own communities. So we feel that the communities themselves should be getting these benefits, 
even if there 1s going to be maintenance or renovations, the community themselves should be hired 
to do these local buildings and we In fact too are saying -- we know as much as southern 
contractors, If not more, because we have lived in this area and know what the problems are and 
theArct?c here 656 ems we seeffl to know more than t,ie contractors that are being brought up to

Also 1f they are going to give contracts out to southerners they should try and hire locally 
because to our knowledge now, the present contractors when they get their employees they qet them 
from down South instead of hiring locally. So for that reason, we are trying to push harder to 
hire locally. For example, they are going to build five new houses here in Resolute, then 1f the 
contract 1s won by a southern contractor then they will be using a lot. more money to build that 
house than if they had hired locally. I know that most of you are new MLAs and I know that 1t is 
going to be very difficult for you to phase the Housing Corporation because I know the Houslnq 
corporation are trying to run their own affairs because the Housing Corporation doesn't even want 
'° set involved with BRIA and BRC. The Housing Corporation are trying to run their own affairs but 
we will be waiting for the recommendations or the changes that will arise from this committee.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. I would Hke to ask you a question regarding the 
h0U?j u l usuaü y  built in the fall, throughout the winter. Which would you prefer, 1f they 
would be built in different dates, either in winter or in spring while the town is nice and warm, 
which month would you prefer to start the houses.

MR. GEORGE EEKALOOK: (Translation) Mr. Chairman, we thought about the month of September or 
uctober, that s when the materials are in and they have to build them very fast but If they are 
going to rehab the buildings or if they are going to build new houses we do not want to see 
construction starting in the winter. People would say that sometimes houses built in winter are
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with there ware. I mi Just saying this because in the beginning we were asked to go and visit 
houses so we can have clean houses to Investigate and we were told that If the houses weren't 
maintained the rent would go high. So we were told If we kept our house clean and maintained the 
it, the rent wouldn't go higher. This Is what we were told when we started to be board members In 
the beginning.

We were asked to go to each house to check to see whether they were cleaned and maintained and 
sometimes w> were told to evict some people if they weren't maintaining their house. I will not 
evict anybody who 1s human because some people never had houses before. I will not evict another 
human being and 1 haven't changed my mind yet. I am not going to kick anybody out of their house 
even If their house is in very poor condition. It wouldn't be very nice to be kicked out. I 
wanted to say these things because I am now .one of the board of directors but most of the roofs are 
Just brown from dripping and also the windows get all fogged up In winter. In one corner of the 
window there 1a a wide opening and in that case there Is a lot of snow coming in during winter. 
The pipes freeze up very easily because they are not Insulated that wall. In the beginning of July 
the ground will melt and we will have a lot of problems with pipes because they are way 1n the 
ground. They crack and they freeze as soon as the weather gets cold, everything freezes. Some of
them don't freeze easily but some of them freeze just like that, as soon as the weather gets cold. 
These are the mein things that I wanted to say so you guys can hear my concerns. I am going to 
stop right now, maybe I'11 have some more comments later on. Thank you for listening to me.

CHAIRMAN (Hr. Pudluk): (s there any questions from the cosvnlttee. Hr. Ballantyne.

MR. 6ALLANTYNE: Not a question, just a comment. Me really appreciated your comments and maybe 
when we talk to the Housing Corporation we should bring you along because we need somebody with 
your courage If we are to get something done. Thank you very much.

HRS. MINNIE ALLAKARIALLAK: (Translation) Now, I have another comment to make. The federal
government sent us 1n 1955 to this area and I guess they want us to make some money. The hunting 
grounds that we used to have are now being mined, even though when they moved us over here and if ! 
understand even a little bit in English I would very much like to talk. I am always against some 
LCI —  yeah, when those Little Cornwallis Island employees first came Here I gave thee a lot of 
hard time, trying to stop their exploration and mining. The only time they came to us was when 
they were settled with the construction and everything, that's the only time they come to the Inult 
to deal with the setting up of the mine'on Little Cornwallis Island. Do you understand me? Thank 
you very much for giving me an opportunity to speak.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you.

MRS. MINNIE ALLAKARIALLAK: (Translation) Do you have any further questions to me or comments to
make.

CHAIRMAN (Nr. Pudluk): (Translation) Probably not.

MRS. MINNIE ALLAKARIALLAK: (Translation) Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Nr. Pudluk): (Translation) Anybody on the floor that would like to have their voice
heard. Mrs. Allakarlallak.

MRS. ELIZABETH ALLAKARIALLAK: (Translation) Hy name is Elizabeth Allakarlallak and the
presentation that I will be bringing up has been brought up by Phillip already, it is toward his 
remarks. 1 personally feel that it is a lot better and appropriate to build houses built by Inuit, 
in that way it would be more appropriate to hire locally because et the present time they hire 
people from the South and try to build during the winter. When they are completed and summertime 
comes along, there 1s a lot of draft coming 1n the houses from the wind, so I personally feel the 
Inult should be building the houses up here 1n the Arctic, even though It won't be their own house 
or home-ownership. The Inult here should be hired locally to construct the buildings or renovate 
and also I have another presentation I would like to make.

Number two, the tenants try to make some money, however when their rent payment comes along on top 
of that they also have to buy food and clothing. In some instances they don't even buy food and 
clothing anymore because all of the money Is going to rent and that's one of the main concerns of 
the tenants here due to the fact that the rent 1s very high. Being a social worker for many years, 
the problem I have seen too 1s that In ona house a lot of family members -- the tenants usually 
come to get social assistance too because there 1s a large family 1n one house and they have to pay 
a large amount of rent and that's one of the main problems that we have seen.
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not very well levelled. If there Is mirror construction it wouldn't matter that mucn it iw »■» «***•« 
1n the winter but I would prefer construction being built this time of year,
And 1 would reserve spring for constructing houses and people would not be too busy in town.

CHAIRMAN (tfr, Pudluk): {Translation) Thank you. Are there any questions? Mr. Bellantyne.

MR. BALLANTYME: Oust a question that has come up many times and I am sure will4.',*Гг1?“вJ°*Î!
Asked 1$ that the people are concerned about rents going up. I» it your feeling that oni or ti» 
Ы о  problems 1s that many of the houses were so poorly bunt that they «re very ^penslvs to run 
aria that If the Housing Corporation built good houses the people wouldn t H  so opposed to rents 
going up* since the costs go up every year that rents do?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Eekalook.

MR. 6E0RBE EEKALOOK: (Translation) Mr. Chairman, I will try an answer the question. Me 
those kinds of problems when the houses are poorly built especially houses which sre built during 
the winter. We »  payers Intend to say that the cost is too much and I'll give ****?!?“ ln 
Spence Bay the people are all employed, they have their own mayor and the people built their own 
houses. Perhaps there are some other firms who did the electricity or the wiring and the people 
are very Satisfied with the construction of the houses. Me have thought about doing the s a »  thing 
and we also would like to saa some good houses built, ones we bulla on our own. In Spence toy, 
people build their own houses by the contractor and everybody 1s satisfied with the houses and they 
are doing It more and more every year. Did I answer your question?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Partially, I wonder though 1f the houses that arw well built are less expensive to 
run? If the Housing Corporation raised the rents to cover increased costs of Р*и'***"» '»•{•]* JJ**er, 
would people be as opposed to it as much as they are with poorly built houses and expensive houses?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Eekalook.

MR. BE0R6E EEKALOOK.* (Translation) Mr. Chairman, the houses that are built fairly 3«»djto rwtjive 
any problems with us paying the rent. If the people who built their own houses would be satisfied 
also* but we are mainly concerned about poor construction. w e n  there is heavy winds eominjjin 
and sometimes the doors tend to open and also tne foundation or the pad 1s not wl l levelled. 
Some of the houses ar* not well Insulated as they should for up here and we are paying for the 
electricity. We are trying our best, to keep the houses In good condition because we w i n  be 
paying for the electricity. I understand your question about tne houses thct are built better and 
then we would be satisfied with the rent but I would not agree if I am not making * & $ ' * * ) * ¥  
the house was 1n good condition. I would have problems with paying th« rant andalso If I was 
occupying a Housing Corporation house, I would not want the rent scales to follow with the w w  rent 
scale; We are now more experienced about electricity bills because we are no* Paying well over 
what we were paying In tha past. Perhaps some of the people here can clarify on tint matter.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thanh you-. Any more questions from the table? I would like
to thank you. Is there any more people who would like to come up to the table7

MRS. MINNIE ALLAKARIALLAK; (Translation) I don't think I will be understood because
northern Quebec. My name Is Minnie AllakarialUk, I use to be ^ * l ° o k  but n w  I н й
AllakaHallak. This 1s my son, Baorge, who Is the chairman of the board and I f®*V eM *
sometimes when ha has to do all the work. So right now I am on the board end also we h*Y8 ®
non-native parson on the board and ludy Pudluk Is one of them also. I tí*e£.
every month and also we used to be told that we have to pay our rent at the end of_ the montn
because our debt might be going very high. So the housing association used to say that
we used to visit the houses and ever since the first housing associat 1 ̂  ,
of the board. So right now I was appointed again to represent the housing association and
sometimes I end up also doing all tha work.

A lot of people 1n northern Quebec can express themselves very well «fiLffi!:
I am not scared of anybody when I want to speak because we have *11 been JJJf l ï ï h Æ b l e ^ t f f t w u
to be scared of 1n this earth. It 1s written 1n the Bible. It states also In tha Bible that you
—  so everytime I want to say something I Just go right ahead. I am Just •“ ^Р МУ *2?
because he*s almost the only one that tries to deal with housing and 1 we*
are getting hell from people and our secretary and sometime we are the only three and sometime we
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Being a social worker for many years, the problem I have seen too Is that In one house a lot of 
family members -- the tenants usually come to get social assistance too because there Is a large 
family In one house and they have to pay a large amount of rent and that's one of the main problems 
This problem of having too many people m  one building, we are trying to reclfy that. We would 
like to make recommendations to you. Some of these people should be given a chance to move Into a 
house. When they cannot move Into a new house, then Social Services are being blamed by the person 
who has applied because of their rent. I would like this concern to be dealt with seriously. 
Those are the two presentations that I would like to bring up at this time.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any comments from the special committee?

MR. BALLANTYNE: The problem of overcrowding 1s a very serious one. In how many houses In Resolute 
now, do you think there are too many people living?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Allakarlallak.

MRS. ELIZABETH ALLAKARIALLAK: Probably around two or three who are living with two different
families, and also there are some young people who could move Into new houses now. If one big 
f mlly Is living In one building, that creates a problem too. At the present time there are two or 
three families who urgently require housing but In the future there Is going to be more and more 
people who will be requiring better facilities. This problem will be existing for a long time 
because some of these people owe some money to the housing association and the Housing Corporation 
will not allow them to move into a new house.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any further questions? Mr. T'Selele.

MR. T'SELEIE: I am just not clear on what you are telling us and I just want to make sure. You
are the social service worker here and what you are telling us Is that some people owe the Housing 
Corporation money for rent and because of that they are not allowed to move Into housing and 
therefore they, have to go to Social Services to apply for housing for th*»m. Is that what you are 
telling us?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Allakarlallak.

MRS. ELIZABETH ALLAKARIALLAK: I used to work for Social Services but I am not working there at the 
present time. The problems that we used to see when I was In Social Services Is that they used to 
come to us to move Into a new house and I tried to help those people. That was not the only thing 
-- to move to a new house, but there were some family problems too and the family wanted to move 
Into new houses but they could not and they used to come to our office In order to rectify that 
problem. They came to seek counselling.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more questions? Is there anyone else who wants to make any more
comments? Mr. Aoudla.

MR. WALTER AOUDLA: I just want to support Nunatslaq News. The last one that came 1n from
Frobisher. It stated that there was one person that was evicted and also that there would be more 
evictions because of slow payments. Those peoole that evict people from houses will not come to 
Resolute because there 1s a lot of us that owe rent, although there 1s eight houses vacant. If 
those people came to Resolute, I am sure there would be a lot of people out of their houses. This 
1s what we read in Nunatsiaq News. I know that the housing association gets funding and 1t 1s used 
for the fuel and electricity. I wonder how the housing association and the government can own 
their own power. I just wanted to support Elizabeth. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any questions? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: The last comment you made, you said something about speaking In my language, I
guess there is no interpreter here. Go ahead.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Speaks in Cree, no translation available)

MRS. LAWRENCE: I do not speak Cree, my husband speaks Créé, I speak Chlpewyan.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Perhaps you guys can deal with this when the language commission 1s In
town. Is there any more comments or concerns. Mrs. Aoudla.
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MRS. LUCY AOUDLA: My name 1s Lucy Aoudla, I am the secretary manager *or the Resolute Bay Housing 
Association. My main concern Is to get the houses that are occupied renovated again. I don't
think they rciiovatcu them 1r. the past. It Is going to cost a lot to renovate them. There Is «’so 
a problem of storage areas. The floors are cracking 1n the middle, when they moved them they did 
not bother putting them on a solid base and when the permafrost thaws che houses shift and crack 
and that Is why the houses arc all cracked and the windows have openings.

The rent 1s based on gross pay, and 1t should be based on net pay. That way the people would have
a better chance to keep up with their rent. Also our holiday pay Is only four per cent and after
seven years of working it 1s six per cent. Could this be higher?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Is there any questions from tne committee? Thank you. Is there anyone
else who would like to voice their comments regarding housing? Mr. Eekilook.

MR. GEORGE EEKALOOK: Mr. Chairman, one of my recommendations -- I know 1t 1s going to be quite 
impossible, but this Is a concern of the housing association. We have mentioned It a lot of times 
but 1t doesn't seem to get anywhere and we haven't told It to too many people. We know we are 
getting a very small funding for the housing association and wo have to pay our employees and our 
secretaries and we have to pay for our heat and electricity and these are very high and we cannot 
keep up with the payments. We feel as a board of directors, 1f the heat and the electricity could
perhaps be paid by the Housing Corporation, this would eliminate a lot of problems that we have
because we use a lot of power In Resolute Bay. In this weather we do not use too much but In the 
winter when there 1s no sun, we use a lot because we live in a very cold place. We are Just
wondering 1f the heat and power could be paid by the Housing Corporation. We do not mind paying
for the other costs. We do not want to borrow too much from the banks, sometimes we have to. 
Perhaps 1f the people who rent the houses would keep up with their rent there would not be too much 
of a problem. This 1s the point Г wanted to make.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are their any questions from the special coirmlttet Members? Mr.
Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Just a comment. I think you are right, 1t will be very difficult.

MR. T'SELEIE: I wanted to ask this question a little bit earlier. You are the chairman of housing
here 1n Resolute, so maybe I could ask you. Do people In Resolute want some kind of
home-ownership? There was a man here earlier who talked about people being supplied with planks
and Insulation, this type of thing. I just wonder whether your group has had any kinds of 
discussions about that? This 1s just a general question.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Eekalook.

MR. GEORGE EEKALOOK: In regards to the home-ownership. People who want to own their own homes are
ones that are receiving high gross salary. Most of us think it would be a lot cheaper to live in a 
house but I can only ,ay that a person who gets a lot of money could buy or build his own house.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more questions? Any more presentations? I would like to thank the 
people for coming here. We will try to deal with your problems, we are not just going to leave 
them behind. This 1s our second hearing and it has been functioning very well and we would like
your support. I guess you are more experienced in living in houses, rather than managers. We are
having hearings across the NWT regarding housing matters. Also the Members here are very anxious 
to deal with those kinds of problems and to hear any kinds of concerns. In the future we will all 
co-operate. But we all know that our bodies get sick easily and perhaps one of the Members will 
not be able to attend the hearings, but we have alternate Members who will attend In the place of 
someone who Is sick. I would like you to be aware of that.

I would also like to thank the interpreters. I would like to introduce them. Jaypote Akeegoak was 
recently picked up from Grise Fiord. Jonassie Akumalik from Clyde River and Mal 1 y Curley from 
Frobisher Bay. Our very hard working co-ordinator is Penny Aumond, she is the very curley one. We 
will have to leave tomorrow and I would like to thank you for your concerns and I will see you 
again 1n the future. Thank you.

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

HOUSING ASSOCIATION OF POND INLET, JUNE 5, 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) We will be holding a public hearing at 7:00 tonight and we
will hearing the concerns of the people. Earlier today we understood that you, the board of 
directors of the housing association,- would like to meet with us prior to the public meeting. 
Please note that we are not working for the Housing Corporation -- these are all Territorial 
Members of the Legislative Assembly and I will just Introduce to you who they are. We got six 
elected members on the housing association, first of all, I think you all know me. On the far left 
1s Mike Ballantyne from Yellowknife, Joe Arlooktoo from Lake Harbour, John T'Selele from the West, 
Eliza Lawrence 1s from the West too and Red Pedersen 1s from K1t1kmeot West from Coppermine.

I do not have any presentation to make to you at this time, however if you would like to voice your 
concerns to us, you may do so. Also you may express the concerns you wanted to bring up before the 
meeting tonight and please note that the concerns that you are presenting are being taped and
recorded and they will be transcribed when we return. We are here to listen to your concerns.

A SPEAKER (Male): I am vice-chairman for board of directors and our chairman 1s not here at the
present time. We do not have many concerns to present to you at this time, we will probably only 
have a meeting for only about an hour.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) (Translation) Thank you.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) I was not at the last meeting but actually our secretary manager
who was there and these are written in English. One of the concerns was that non-native people are 
In the priority 11st in the communities and the number two list -- the government workers are
occupying staff housing and the housing association wanted to know 1f there could be a possible 
change 1n that area.

A SPEAKER (Female): (Translation) The first Item was summarized. It is mainly trying to say that
when the communities were first being formed the non-native people came here as the first people 
and they selected the land where they could build their houses and afterwards people were being 
given houses and just put on a piece of land. However, in our communities our priorities on the
land are now being used by the non-native people. Thank you.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Number two states again about the possibility of changes 1n
government staff housing. Did you have a briefing on that? Perhaps you can elaborate that to us.

A SPEAKER (Female): (Translation) We have difficulties when there is a shortage of houses 1n
almost all of the communities. The reason why we have a shortage of houses is because the 
government staff houses are already occupied and that's when 1 have reservations on that. Our 
association has thought that the housing association looks after the government staff people, like 
teachers.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) I think this item is trying to set up some policies regarding the
Interior of a house. And people usually don't see the design so the architects are the only people
who are mainly looking after that design and they don't even bother to show the people what design 
or what kind of building they are going to be receiving. Sometimes people receive small buildings 
with no space at all and sometimes the houses are facing north winds and that is unfair to the 
people when the architects are constructing the houses but people now would like to see the designs 
before they are built.



And again I guess you are aware of rehabs. 
space that 1s not being used.

55 -

They use so much space -- they want to talk about the

A SPEAKER (Female): (Translation) The first houses that were built here are now being r eh abed and 
they have to fix the Interior first of all before they finish the whole thing. Sometimes they have 
to change the pad of the house and a lot of times the houses have been taken up further from the 
ground and they feel that some of the buildings are out of shape when they lift them from the 
ground and when the non-natives start to build their own house they build big large houses but when 
they build for natives they build them very high from the ground Instead of making a large space 
for the Inside.

A SPEAKER (Hale): (Translation) One further supplementary to the conmient concerning rehabs. They
are being built very high from the ground and It 1s very hazardous for the tenants because of the 
steps that go all the way to the ground and those are some of the problems that we have seen 1n the 
rehabs because they do not Increase the Inside of the Interior they just rise them up from the 
ground. That Is what they mean by rehabs.

A SPEAKER (Female): (Translation) Another concern 1s the rental housing. Every year It Increases 
and we feel that If at all possible the rental scale should have a limit, a maximum rent scale. We 
feel that they should not Increase the price because some people owe money and every year they 
Increase the rent, they should set up a scale that would have a maximum limit. We feel that 1f the 
rent 1s going to Increase all the time there will be a lot more people owing the housing 
association. That is one of our main problems and concern.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) These are the main presentations that we would want to bring to
you however there might be some more further concerns and we know we have been board of directors 
for a long time and these are our presentations that we have seen in the past. We are giving you 
very Important Items to make recommendations and there 1s going to be a lot more concerns brought 
up from the public during the meeting tonight. And the tenants will probably be brlnglnq up their 
own problems regarding their own house.

As a housing association committee we would like the things that I mentioned to you and those are 
our recommendations and we know that these are your priorities. On your forecast we know there Is 
five priorities that you want to deal with at your next meeting and one of them is housing. We 
know that the main concern we will want to discuss is about budget and funding. We would want to 
see and recommend to you that the funding or the budget of housing be increased in the communities 
because the GNWT shows all these pamphlets on conserving eneray and then we know that before the 
houses are properly fixed, those conserving energy will not be existing because they will be using
a lot more money. If they do not fix up the house more and knowing that It 1s very cold up here,
conserving energy is going to mean nothing even though we try.

So, I think we could solve those kinds of problems because the problem 1s going to stay with us and 
our generation 1s going to be using the houses and other generations after that. And also It 
affects education, that our generation should have a very good shelter. So, we would Hke to urae 
you to consider this big problem to us regarding the budget -- not to cut the budget.

And we would also Hke to see some rehabs being built better and right now we are experiencing a
lot of rehabs that are poorly constructed but then they bring up the budget and they go after the
construction and end up with poor construction. We as an association feel bad about the budget and
after the rehabs are finished the problems come to the housing association and then we have a lot
of problems on our hands. The other communities are experiencing the same thing so we would like 
to urge you to consider this. This should be a priority. You will hear about leaking and drafts 
on the rehabs but they will end up on the budget again. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudlufc): (Translation) Are you finished?

A SPEAKER (Female): (In English) The last item, 1t was one of the biggest problems because In the
northern part of Baffin Island, Pond Inlet. We have very many relatives who have been moved to
other settlements like Resolute, Igloo!ik, Frobisher, Clyde, Arctic Bay, those areas. Some of them 
—  I would like to go back there sometime. Because of the shortage of houses, maybe they are lust 
waiting for even one more house to be built then they'll be ready to go back. Because of the
increasing of the population in Pond Inlet, marriages —  people moving 1n -- if you think of the
large population, It is harder for the people around here to get jobs. Those people who need jobs, 
who got no jobs, they do not have jobs because they are lazy and because there is no jobs
available. Just because of that, some of them get into high debt to pay for their rent.
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Me have been trying to work out a system to have those people who go on welfare after looking for a 
job after many years, to get social assistance to pay for rent -- not even the full price Just for 
assistance. Me have been very unsuccessful. We went to Social Services here 1n Pond Inlet and 
they had to phono headquarters down In Frobisher ar»u Frobisher Say said no, of course, »rou*Simr 
Bay has headquarters down in Yellowknife. You are the one coming from the Yellowknife area, now we 
are using you for a stepping stone to give us a short-cut to report this. This northerly problem 
should to be fixed because we cannot get any housing rent assistance here 1n Pond Inlet. I think 
all the Northwest Territories do but If you look at the South there Is a large number of bums, 
winos that are getting housing allowance so they have a roof over their heads. The country down 
there 1s not as cold as ours and they are allowed to get an allowance for their rent. They are 
Canadians and we call ourselves Canadian too and we have been treated badly 1n this way. Thank you 
very much.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) As you probably know, I have been working for the housing 
association for 11 years and the main problem all the time Is the lack of funding. In 1984, I hear 
we got a letter from our headquarters and our present on the table and he mentioned that we should 
not go over this limit for the operation of our housing association. The board of directors broke 
down the budget that the Housing Corporation gave us. Here 1s the breakdown of the employees' 
salaries. The housing employees are lower from the other employees all the time.

The hamlet employees salaries are always going up and the housing association salaries are always 
falling behind them. From the district office, a guy came In to discuss the budget and this Is the 
final budget that we have and we have to decrease the employees here In the community —  lay off 
some of the employees here in Pond Inlet. After studying this material that you have on the table, 
you probably will have a good Idea how we can Increase the budget.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Exhibit 2, that's just Information on page three.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Ever since I started working I kind of know the changes. Even 
though I know these changes I know that even us Inuit can run our own housing association here, If 
the money was available. If the money was availabe then we could train our own employees and hire 
our own employees and the board of directors could run their own affairs in the communities. We 
have heard that the Territories will be divided Into two and looking into that for the future I 
think we have to make some proposals. The Housing Corporation has some very high priorities and It 
Is very hard to deal with that corporation because they have so much power. Would it be possible, 
If the Territories 1s divided, would they be able to move the headquarters of Housing Corporation 
too, at the same time, because I have seen the future and the goals of the Housing Corporation.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) I support our secretary. We have to go through our secretaries 
even when we have to get work orders from the community -- the tenants. It kind of gets difficult 
to deal with the Housing Corporation and you will hear about these problems from the communities. 
The priority we would like to see changed is the elected housing association members should be the 
gateway to talking to you. I know it is very hard to deal with houslnq matters but 1t is only the 
money that 1s our problem to try and run our own affairs in the community.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Some of the houses are being rehabed and sometimes the rehabs do 
not work as efficiently as they should and the funding just goes to waste. Sometimes It works on 
the field but other than that services such as electricity -- the fundlnq just goes to waste. We 
thought 1f they are going to be reconstructing them they are going to be going to better use but 
after a couple of experiences the money is wasted. We have heard that 250 gallons can be used for 
a full year and we figured out on that matter and tried to come up with some sort of formula to 
work out the fuel for a whole year on the rehabs. Sometimes the rehabs are in good condition but 
not all the time. The biggest problem is the money that just goes to waste on electricity and 
other services. I don't have much to say but I am waiting for other people to say something. We 
as an association are mainly concerned about these items we just brought forward.

People who are receiving small gross while the inflation 1s going up our money is not catching up 
with the rent scales and we are working very hard to keep up with inflation. That's about it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. We have less than 15 minutes. Are there any
questions from the Members of the special committee? Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Not really a auestion. There has been a lot of talk on the rehabs and I had a
chance to look at t(ie plans for the rehabs that will be done this summer —  I just saw them last 
week. The houses will be made a bit larger in the new program. You have a very good drawing
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I think It's a 396 house, the first three bedroom houses we have. What they are going to do 1s 
take that Inside porch out and they'll put a big porch on which will have the furnace, water tanks, 
pumpout, everything will be out there. So the ones that will be done this summer will be made a
l l r t i A  M r  I em n aïf TKmw »и а r  a l i . i . a l . a a .  &l .  _ . . . . .  . • • *........  *-*  ............ .. -• w w . . a  *•.««« w^uni va«i^ j c u t  • i  u inih bimt I »  bite u m i> vurnwem» riw ri*
now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Someone mentioned that the priorities seem to be for non-natives. Who are they
referring to as non-natives? Is It the teachers or Is It the transient people that are Just coming 
1n to stay or Is It the employees of the government?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Who brought that up?

A SPEAKER (Female): I wasn't listening. Would you repeat please.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Someone mentioned that the priorities seem to be on the non-natives coming In. МУ 
question Is that the non-natives that you are referring to, are they the employees of the 
government either teachers, nurses or doctors. Who are these non-natives you are talking d>out?

A SPEAKER (Female): I will explain It plainer, just about every settlement that was started, the
first one usually comes 1n with The Bay. Other whites coming in take the second best or third best 
—  you know those are the only ones that need houses during that time when the community was set 
up. Later on, when they started building the houses for thenatlves, of course they have no choice 
but you know those old houses belong to the mission, The Bay, RCMP and the government and they are 
on the shore. When they built for the natives they were built further away from the beach. Those 
are the hunters and they are supposed to be on the beach. The priority of the land should be for 
them rather than those bigger companies settling 1 n.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I don't have any questions now but perhaps during the meeting tonight, some
questions may come up. I wonder would you be prepared to answer some questions later on tonight. 
We don't have time now but I think I'll hold my question for tonight.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thanks a lot.

A SPEAKER (Male): One last remark I would like to make with the problems concerning housing. I
know the housing association doesn't only have problems and we will be hearing the concerns from 
the public of Pond Inlet tonight.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) At this time I would like to thank you and It 1s clear that
we will probably have more questions tonight and If you would like to make further presentations 
tonight and I will be the chairman. We will not quit until you want to quit, we'll keep on qolnq 
until you want to quit.

— Applause

ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMUTEE ON HOUSING 

POND INLET, JUNE 5, 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Before we start we will have a short prayer.

— Prayer

My name Is Ludy Pudluk, I am chairman of this Special Committee on Housing. The committee consists 
of six elected MLAs and four alternate Member. This committee was formed In February 1984 by the 
Legislative Assembly of the NWT to hear the concerns different communities had regarding housing.

First, of all I will introduce the committee Members. On my left 1s Mike Ballantyne, MLA for 
Yellowknife North. Next to me Is Joe Arlooktoo from Lake Harbour. The person on my right Is John 
T'Selele from the western part of the NWT. Eliza Lawrence is also a MLA from the West. Red
Pedersen Is MLA from the Kltlkmeot Region.

We would like to thank the community council for their Invitation to have the special committee
visit and hold a public hearing. The committee will hold public hearings 1n 10 Baffin communities
this month. In the next six months about 40 communities will be visited. The NWT Housing
Corporation will be reviewed by the committee. An Interim report will be tabled 1n the Legislative 
Assembly this fall. The final report will contain recommendations based on the community
hearings. It 1s the will of the committee that these recommendations lead to Improvements 1n
housing at the community level. The community hearings are the first step to find out what people 
would like to see happening with housing. Of course it will not be possible to make any promises 
about what the committee will be able to do. The committee has to consider the housing situation
throughout the NWT and look where the money will come from for anything suggested. They have a
responsibility to make sure that the recommendation they make are realistic and positive. We
welcome your suggestions for improvement and encourage you to share your Ideas.

For the benefit of the MLAs from the West, we would like to ask for a brief summary of how housing 
has been delivered to the Western Arctic 1n the past. We would also like to hear from board
members of the housing association here and people from the district office of the NWT Housing
Corporation. I would like anybody here who has concerns to please set up to the microphone at the 
table. Please tell us your name for the record. The Interpreters will translate your remarks
simultaneously and your comments will be recorded so that the transcript of the hearinqs can be
produced. The head sets used for translation are fragile, so do not let the kids play with them.

I would like to thank all of you for attending and we would like to hear your concerns. We do not 
want to be asked any questions because we are not working for the Housing Corporation, we came here 
to hear your concerns. Your concerns on housing are our Interest. At this time I would like to 
ask the western Territories delegate to give us a brief summary on how they deal with housing. 
Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you. I would like to thank the people of Pond Inlet for Inviting the
committee here. Your MLA, Elijah Erkloo, has spoken very often in the Assembly about your
community. He has spoken very well and we have listened to his concerns. The problem of housing 
is a problem throughout the whole NWT. In my constituency of Yellowknife North, which 1s the old 
part of Yellowknife, one-third of my constituents are Dene. They have the same problems as you 
have. Many of the homes are overcrowded, badly built, the housing association has problems getting 
enough money to do their job. The people feel they are not consulted enough by the Housing 
Corporation.
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I know that In the future division will occur, but It may take some years, but I think that we, 
together, will start solving these problems with housing right now. I know there are many 
meetings, many government officials, over the years, and people everywhere In the Territories are 
very frustrated. We do not work for the Housing Corporation. We do not work for the government. 
We work for you. If you do not like what we do, every four years you can change us. I know that 
people from the Eastern Arctic and the Western Arctic have talked to their MLAs, and all of us are 
very frustrated. Mr. Pudluk suggested this committee and was fully supported by Elijah Erkloo and 
by all of us. So we want to Improve the situation and It Is very Important that 1f any of you have 
any problems that you tell us tonight. Because 1f we are to change tho situation, we need your 
help and the help from all the people In the NWT. Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN (M**. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Ballantyne. Any member of the audience can speak. The 
floor Is now open. If there 1s nobody coming up to the table we can even adjourn the meeting right 
now.

— Laughter 

Mr. Elijah Erkloo.

MR. ERKLOO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My name 1s Elijah Erkloo, I am a Member of the Legislative 
Assembly for Foxe Basin. I guess the committee is aware of the problems of housing and you will 
hear the same thing over and over again, sometimes something new will come up. Tonight I will try 
and support the housing association and housing federation 1n the communities. They do not have 
much authority. I have two points to make.

The housing association Is very active in order to get more houses each year. There Is always a 
shortage of houses. We have not had new houses since 1979. The problem 1s that our past MLA was 
not very active In getting Pond Inlet more houses. The housing association does not have any 
authority 1n the community.

Secondly, you have seen my house. It does not have any running water. During the winter the two 
stoves were turned on high and also two Coleman stoves were on. We had some'dlfflculty with the 
heat so we had to move out of that place. All of my sons had to move out too. Because of that 
problem, I wrote to the housing association to reduce my rent because I had to do all the 
maintaining of the house and use snow for insulation. On the first months payment -- $115 was for 
the payment and It was reduced to $100 by the housing association. However the district office 1n 
Frobisher Bay did not approve the rent scale and I have a copy of the letter from the district 
office saying they would not reduce my rent. I am aware and you are aware that this house I am In 
1s cheap but what I am trying to get at is that the housing association 1n Pond Inlet does not have 
any authority because of the district office in Frobisher. These two points are different.

The only time communities get houses Is if the representative pushes hard. If they do not push 
hard there will never be new houses for the community. The older houses that are renovated are 
renovated only when they are told to do so. These houses are not put up by the Baffin Housing 
Federation and our authority over houses are being taken away.

The only way we can improve these problems is if the Baffin Housing Federation and the community 
housing associations are given more power and more funding. If we are given more power and not 
more funding this more power would be nothing If we did not receive enough money to work with. We 
are looking at our Nunavat government. The regional groups such as BRC, Baffin Regional Council, 
housing federation and the hunters and trappers association are going to have to be given more 
funding. There is no other choice. So the federal government and the Nunavat group, after they 
sign the agreement -- some people think it is just like a bingo. There was never anybody 1n the 
world that could get power instantly. So we have to prepare so we can have a good government. The 
regional headguarters in Yellowknife are keeping all the authority for housing, even 1f they give 
power to the communities, they always take 1t back. We Inuit will never have any chance 1f that Is 
the case. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions from the head table regarding the comments made. Is there 
anybody else who wants to make some comments? Mrs. Gemima Nutaraq.
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MRS. GEMIMA NUTARAQ: (Translation) Some houses are too high up from the ground. The Inuit go out
hunting on the land and they have to leave their houses sometimes. We do not always have a vehclle
to move things around. Inult should be located more toward the shore. It Is okay for a kabloona
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and they were all built near the shore because it was appropriate for us, as hunters. Now Inuit 
are 1n houses that are too high, and we have to carry all our things when we go out hunting. We 
used to build houses out of rocks and they were really well insulated. Now the houses that we live 
1n have such high rents and we also have to buy food and things with the little money that we
have. This 1s making 1t very hard for the Inuit. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mrs. Rebecca Enuusaq Qltsuallk.

MRS, REBECCA ENUUSAQ QITSUAL IK : I have two things I want to say to you. I am with the housing 
board of directors, I am also an interpreter for the nursing station here and also a secretary. 
Since I was born, this Is the first time that I have lived 1n housing association buildings. I 
used to live in government staff houses or private houses. We all want houses 1n Pond Inlet. I 
have been living for a little over two years 1n Pond Inlet. The population 1s around 1000, 1t used 
to be around 500. I think that was before everyone was registered. The population Is Increasing, 
I know because I have to deal with registrations for birth at the nursing station. You have to 
deal with the health of the people and1 many of the houses are overcrowded. We are very thankful 
that there will be 10 more houses here in Pond Inlet. Perhaps you can Investigate as to which 
communities are Increasing rapidly. I think for the past few years, perhaps five years, a lot of 
people have had to wait for houses. Each community should be dealt with the same. Each community 
has different problems. Increase in population is a little bit slower in other communities.

Us Inult have not been renting houses for too long. We used to live In tents, Igloos and huts. I 
was born in a tent and since I got married and had children -- if I wanted to make a hut, I am sure 
I could. As I stated earlier, the population of Pond Inlet is about 1000. We used to deliver our 
own water and sewer. We cannot live in Igloos anymore. Some of us can live 1n the old ways but we 
want to live 1n Pond Inlet because we want our children to attend school. We do not want them to 
grow up to be ignorant or stupid. But Inuit people can still live off the land but we are thinking 
about the future of our children. We would be happier to live outside a big community. We want 
our children to have a good education. For that reason we need houses because we are not going to 
see any teachers moving to the outpost camps.

The houses they build are not built properly, because a few years after they are built they have to 
be renovated and then they start using up a lot of money. We need better houses. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Philippe Ootoona.

MRS. PHILIPPE OOTOONA: I am a housewife and therefore spend a lot of time working Inside the
house. I would like to comment that when people are planning the desiqn of these houses, could 
they please think about the housewife and put in more storage and cupboard space. Last spring we 
moved into a house, it was not new, but durinq the winter the condensation 1n the house was so 
great that 1t caused the celling to leak down the walls and near the light sockets and light 
fixtures. I found this very scary to be living in a house where electric wires pass through 
water. Even the panels on the inside of the house are bent and warped because of this dampness.
This house is no more than eight or nine years old and I do not think this should be happening 1n a
house of this age. This lasted from about mid December until about April. The housing association
locally, did the best they could to clear the roof of snow, but it still caused dripping through
the ceiling until April. In the porches, nothing could be stored at this time as well, as water 
dripped continually around the light socket and down the walls due to the bad insulation. The 
water men who had to come in through the back door, slipped on several occasions.

Another point I would like to make 1s that with the emphasis on education these days, 1t is very 
difficult with children of the same age sharing one bedroom. Children need some quite place to do 
their homework, to read, and to learn, away from younger members of the family and the television. 
We presently have three children sharing one bedroom and due to the shortage of housing 1n Pond 
Inlet, I doubt we have a chance of a bigger house for several years to come, with only three 
children. I know there are several other families in this situation, who would like to have more 
rooms for their children but are unable to do so because there are families with more children that 
would come first on the 1 1st.
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Lastly, I would Just like to say that I have no complaints about the local housing association. 
They always do the best they can with the limited funds that they have available to them. Thank
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Inuktltut or English. Mrs. Abigail Idlou.
lime. Pledge feel free to speak in

MR. ABIGAIL IDLOU: I have lived 1n different communities and stayed 1n different houses. The
houses you visited today 1s close to what my house 1s like. Those houses are difficult to live 1n 
when you have many children. It 1s good for an Individual but those buildings are very hard to 

They are drafty and we have to Insulate with snow. We need Improved houses so that our 
children they are taught about health and home economics In school and then they do not have a 
good healthy house to go home to. That 1s why the education systems 1s slow at the present time. 
Our concerns are not only for our generation but for changes for the future. The population of
pond Inlet Is Increasing rapidly. Every year there are about 20 children born. We need them for 
our children. It 1s hard to have a good life 1n these places.

There Is not enough storage space or enough places for our children to sleep. When they get older 
they want their own rooms. We want, a better future for our children -- not just a place to 
sleep. A house is attached to the life of a person. We definitely need a good home to have a good 
life and it helps the students at the school, without enouqh furniture or shelves It creates 
problems for the mother. When there 1s not enouqh space in the kitchen that 1s another problem 
too. Those are many problems that are realized by a mother. For that reason we would like to see 
better houses being built in Pond Inlet. We would like to see more convenient homes. The houslnq 
associations work hard and even though they try to work hard, they cannot meet the recommendations 
or changes through lack of funding. They try and maintain the house but then they cannot because 
or lack of funding. I would want your company to concentrate on these specific problems because 
there are some houses where wind and snow blow inside during winter. Some houses even drip water 
all along the side. It is a health hazard in the house, and for those reasons we would like to see 
better homes here and I have no further concerns. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Are there any questions from the members of the special
committee? Mr. Arlooktoo?

MR.ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to ask a specific question
which you referred to, but we have also heard a lot of problems on housing so I would like your 
opinion of the rent scales because some of the houses go up to $400, ranqing from $150. Would you 
like to see some changes on the rent scales because some of the people have said that people are 
paying a lot of money when they are living in poor housing.

A SPEAKER (female): (Translation) Accordinq to the condition of the houses I think It would be
better to set the rent scales accordinq to how the houses are built.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any more questions from the Members? Thank you. Any more?

MRS LETIA KAYAK: (Translation) I would like to make a presentation. I am very qlad to have a
shelter being available to me because there are a lot of houses you can choose from but the one we 
are living 1n now is a three bedroom house and the temperature in each room varies. In one room 
the temperature would be too high and during the winter one room would be too cold. Sometimes one 
of the rooms, the biggest room, has to use a heater. So that is how we are living In our house. I 
do not want to move to another house and sometimes I feel I have to move out. The houslnq 
association had tried to solve those problems and the maintenance men had tried to work these out, 
but because of lack of funding everything does not go right. I think there should be a set rent
scale or a limited rent scale. I would like to see that very much. S.nme of the houses have a very
high rent scale and because of the inflation going up we have to go along with the inflation also.
I do not have very much presentation to make. Thank you for giving us the shelter.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Are there any questions from the Members? Thank you. Is there
anybody else from the audience who wants to make a presentation?

MRS. ANGOITIANUK KATSAK: (Translation) I am not going to be talking about my family but I will
speak on a specific point. We are getting behind on our payment to the house. In the house we all 
work, we all hold a job, but we are getting behind on our rent. We, as workers, cannot qet any 
raise, so It is very hard for us to keep up with the rents and it is causing a lot of trouble.
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The people who are unemployed have to pay for their rent also and we also have difficulties with 
our rent. The net pay we take home usually goes to the rent and we have kids also whom we almost 
cannot afford to buy enough groceries for. The cost of living 1s very high now and also for the 
telephone bills. I cannot say any more on other problems we experience.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Are there any questions from the table?

MR. GAMALIEZ KILUKISHAK: Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am a person from Canada but I
have my rights because there Is a constitutional right. I would like to say a few things which I 
did during the winter. I was in an outpost camp but then we moved back to Pond Inlet and lived 1n 
three big rooms with 17 families 1n it. So I approached the housing association to see 1f I could
get a house for the 17 families and nobody ever came back to answer me.

Also the problem the housing association has 1s when a person goes to the housing association, the 
housing association tends to refer to the Housing Corporation. I think that 1s vrfien the problem
comes in. I feel that the housing associations do not have as much power as they should because
they tend to refer to the Housing Corporation and that Is one of the difficulties I have. First of 
all, we received a house, because there were some health hazards. I do not think 1t works that 
way. The people who used to sell things intend to reduce their sale markets because I think that 
works the same way as the housing association does. I see some difficulties 1n that area. Perhaps 
there are some things that are not true what I said. I have not lived 1n Pond Inlet for five 
years. The housing associations in the community does not have enough power and that is when the 
difficulty comes In. The people do not rely on the housing association any longer because the 
housing association rather would refer it to the Housing Corporation. The house we are 1n right 
now is In bad shape, poor condition, and they cannot reduce the rent scale. So I approached the 
housing association or the secretary manager and they just gave me a letter and If I tried to read 
1t 1t would take too long. It 1s a letter referring to Housing Corporation. That Is 1t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Are there any questions from the table? Thank you.

MR. APPIA AWA: (Translation) My name is Apple Awa. I do not have much of a presentation but I
would like to make a concern. When we were living 1n Igloolik houses were being built 1n 1961. 
Some Individuals were receiving small houses, matchboxes, due to health hazards because they were 
living In very bad buildings. After these people received the houses, more people were applying 
for houses, but then the houses were small. We believe that the rent scale was going to be very 
low but the rent scales were very high then. From my understanding our rent scale on our first 
house was $2 per month. I think it was government subsidized and after they built more houses and 
more and more people came and we did not mind at all because people were building houses and we 
were not living 1n huts anymore, and our kids were having qood education and we were satisfied 
because we got all those benefits.

I am very sorry that there Is still some sickness qoing on 1n the families and will continue to be 
sick In future. I think it is caused when there are too many peole in one house. Again, because 
1t 1 s the same problem, the rent scales are increasing especially where an individual 1s getting a 
high gross. We now also have to buy groceries because our kids usually like arocerles. After we 
taught our children how to eat traditional food and then the food was not so expensive, but now
everything 1s quite expensive and it is getting hard to get what we want. Also the transportation
such as skidoos are used to supplement our food and they are very expensive. Things like guns,
everything. I just wanted to mention 1t to you. I *now that you know. For that reason we were
moved to a bigger house with running water, perhaps around 1977. Because there are not too many 
people working in our household, so the rent is not that high, it is only around $ 2 0 0  per month, 
but it is Increasing every year and it seems that the rent increase will never end.

The way the houses are built, I think they are made just for the summer because they are not made 
for the winter even if you have the heat very high. In springtime it drips like crazy because 
these houses do nothing but drip because they are not made for the cold winter. So maybe you can 
tell these Housing Corporation people about this dripping in springtime, and that they get really 
cold in winter. Because of that we have to keep up the heat very high, therefore we use a lot of 
gas, and these are the concerns I wanted to say to you so you can make recommendatons for those 
things.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are there any questions from the committee? I also would like you to know 
that we do not mind if you speak against anybody because these concerns we will direct them to the
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say thank you because there are no further questions. Are there any more concerns?

MR. PAUL IDLOUT: (Translation) My name is Paul Id 1 out. I am originally from Pond Inlet and I a
member of the housing association, and I have been a member for the past five >ears. I an a
father and I also have a house and I have children who have their own houses and I have relatives
that have their own houses. I also have a lot of friends that live In houses. I am a
representative for the Housing Corporation and I try to deal with that 1n Pond Inlet. Ity friends, 
my children and my relatives when they ask any kind of question I have to answer to them when there 
Is a problem with houses. When I have to answer I have to state the obstacles that we have to go 
through and we have to try to deal with these problems. It 1s very obvious that the Board of
Directors of the housing association, because the board of directors will keep continuing to try to
deal with these problems. They will not stop trying to deal with the housing problem. The 
famines that rent these houses, there are 600 people who live 1n a 1 0 0  houses, the main problem
was that there were too many people In one house. Sometimes It reaches up to 16 people In one
house.

As you have heard some problems when other people were speaking, we have to rectify in winter. A 
lot of people cannot stay in their house because it 1s so cold that the house cannot be occupied, 
and for us as a board of directors, we have to try to deal with this problem and 1t 1s a very heavy 
problem so we would like some support from these people that have the authority to do something 
about these houses. For the past few years we have been trying tc get a house but we have not been
approved. We cannot get approved. As you know one of our board of directors is trying very hard
to help us, and 1t seems like this is the first time our concerns are being heard. When we are 
trying to deal with a heavy problem we always try to look for somebody who is capable of knowing 
the channels how to get help. There are so many houses that are dripping and the foundation of the 
buildings are not too level and the old houses are not beinq renovated, even when there are new 
houses being built up. These problems will always be here in our community.

These problems cannot be rectified that quick but we try to work on the houses that are In the
worst condition, so we would like to get some help from those of you who are able to speak out and
who understand our language. There are a lot of people in Pond Inlet who go to another house to 
sleep because they have no space to sleep in a certain house, and because there is no water 1s 1t 
very difficult to keep the house clean. So they have to net some water perhaps from the next door 
neighbour, I think the housing problem should be one of the priorities 1n the settlement. As
somebody mentioned, It is attached to the education of the children, when the children are being 
taught how to maintain and how to live properly, and when you have too many people in one house and 
when the house is dripping all the time, these things we hear a lot as a hoard of directors even 
though we are trying to deal with them. We try and tell the Housinn Corporation about these 
problems because the funding is the one that is stopping us from doing what we would like to do 
with our houses, so we make a lot of people wait to get an answer. Somebody mentioned these houses 
are not built for the North's very cold winter and this is completely true and this 1s one of the 
main problems that we have. I think houses have to be built to follow the conditions of the
North. I an sure that you as a committee will recommend about these problems and obviously these 
people are trying to support us as a board of directors and we would like to see thinqs improve 
through this committee.

It 1s very difficult to try and work in a very small space because when you try to go to one person
you have to go through a different channel in order to get what the community needs. And through
those channels you try and help your family and your friends. We have a larae amount of waiting 
lists for housing and these people who request housing never ends. We also have a lot of written 
problems in our files, but we cannot deal with these problems because they are very major 
problems. Younger people I know that try and work together in order to solve their problems and 
these problems are always existing in Pond Inlet.

I think these should be dealt with so that.the communities can live in better conditions, and as a 
board of directors we will not stop pushing for better housing and we need support, and we will not 
stop in trying to get support for these things we want to do. If we just give up as a board of 
directors, it would not be any good. We will not stop, all of us. We will not give up. We 
should not give up. We have to keep on pushing because having proper housing is very important. I 
think all of us know that if we just give up, nothing will be improved. We all know that only two 
of us are not able to fix this problem. The only way this can be improved is through the 
Assemblies. So housing problem has to be one of the top priorities because it concerns our life 
and it is also for the future of our children. I hope that meeting as a group we will be able to
work as a group and just keep on working on this problem. Thank you.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are there any questions from the special committee?

MR. BALIANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thank you for .your comments. They are very valuable to
us. This afternoon we mec with your housing association and with your secretary manager and we 
feel that you have a very very strong and a very good association. What I would like to do is ask 
a few questions in order that we may be able to neip you. in the other communities that we
visited, other housing associations were not happy with the way that the Housing Corporation
decides which community will get houses. This year the Houslnq Corporation will build 250 new
houses 1n the Northwest Territories, and they decide which communities get houses and irtilch 
communities do not get houses. It was suggested that perhaps a better way of deciding which 
communities get houses would be that the regional housing associations would decide among
themselves which communities in their region would get houses. Would you like that better than 
what we have now?

MR. PAUL IDLOUT: (Translation) Yes, Mike, we have brought up that subject from the past and that
was one of the problems that we have seen about the allocation of houses because that will not 
solve the problem. Even the communities themselves, 1f we were selected to trttlch communities 
should, then the community of Pond Inlet would get a hundred 1f they have the selection In Pond 
Inlet. But the solution probably 1s through Baffin Regional Housing Federation, because we know 
the Housing Corporation has a lot of responsibility and very heavy material, and they have so much 
responsibility such as funding and so many different things. I think the best operation Is to 
create a regional body, probably here 1n Baffin Region, then the region themselves would have the 
responsibility of deciding which communities should be getting. I would definitely go to the
Baffin Region Housing Federation to do that responsibility. Does that answer your auestlon?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Yes, thank you very much, you did answer my question. Another problem that we 
found In other communities is that local people would like the opportunity to build the houses and 
to get employment when new houses are built or rehabbed. Do you feel that you are getting a fair 
opportunity now to get employment 1n the building of new houses or rehabblng of houses?

MR. PAUL IDLOUT: (Translation) Yes, Mike, I would like to try and answer your question. We are
not too concerned about this situation. There are contractors here and the contracts are open to 
the public. The people who select these contractors and the last contractors 1n the co-op here had 
the contracts for the last rehabs and all of the employees were natives or Inult. When the
contracts are open to the public, the only small concern we have seen 1s that the people vrfio live 
here for a long time, they cannot change the blueprint of the rehab or a new building, they cannot 
change that plan. And the people who live here for a long time, even though they want to change it 
they cannot change the blueprint, because it 1s hard. It states on the contract that the contractor 
has to follow the blueprint as it is written, even though the contractors sometimes notice that If 
1t had been changed a little it would have been a lot better. Even when the contractors find some 
problems on the blueprint they still have to go ahead with the plan and that is one of the concerns 
that we have too. Even though the contractors notice there is a mistake on the blueprint, they 
still have to go ahead.

Also, I think that 1t would be best that the people up here should work on the houses or rehahs and 
they should feel free to build that house. Because 1n the past there used to be some people who 
just came up here to make money and when the building 1s finished they just leave right away and 
they have good houses down south and the contractors in the past never used to care how they were 
built, as long as he gets his money. If they work on a house they would work on it so that 1t 
would last for a long time and try and fix it properly, because if you want to try and fix up 
something good and appropriately, you do not care about the money. All you care about Is the 
proper fixture of the house. Does that answer your question, Mike?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Yes, 1t did, thank you. As a supplementary to that, I wonder, do you think that
the government should provide more training programs for people to build houses, to rehab houses 
and to look after the maintenance of houses?

MR. PAUL IDLOUT: (Translation) And another thing, Mike, we have maintenance workers and those are
employees of the housing association and the government has opened a training centre and we are 
expecting that our maintenance employees will complete their training and provide them with full 
certificates, and we are looking forward to this training program. Once these employees complete 
their training their work will be a lot smoother. And there are not a lot of people who have 
completed their education. There are some people who are finally finishing grade 12 here In our 
community and I will not go into detail about the problems at school but we know that in the future 
we will be expecting better employees who are willing to work and finish their education and get 
certificates and have a good economy for their future. Thank you, Mike.
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MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have one more question for Paul. Do jrou think that
the government consults with the people before they design a new house? For example, I understand
that ten new houses will be built this year. Did the government talk to your association before
they designed the house to ask you what you want in a house?

MR. PAUL IDLOUT: (Translation) Yes, Mike, as stated earlier about the design of a house, the
design of a house was touched upon earlier and the desiqn we referred to as the Interior and also 
the foundation and pads. The maintenance employees and maintenance workers usually nave problems 
after the design 1s made. We cannot deal with the desiqn of a house 1n our meetings and that 1s 
the reason why the blueprint and the desiqn we cannot chanqe them and we have to stick with those 
problems even 1f we do not agree with them. As you saw earlier today vrtien you visited the houses, 
plywood are about four feet, those houses are four feet from the qround and 1t Is very hazardous 
for very small children. 1 am quite sure that some of my good friends will fall down from some of
these houses because the problem of the desiqn. If we are not qolng to deal with the design or the
blueprint of a house, then that would be the problem all the time, and the problems stick with us 
all the time. But If they had corrected that mistake, if we had a chance to check through that 
design we probably could have corrected 1t instead of it staying with us all the time.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I think one of the questions was, does the government show you the
blueprints or the design. 1 do not think you gave the answer for that.

MR. PAUL IDLOUT: (Translation) The blueprints always pass through us and we see when the blueprint
1s finished. However, we do not have any power of redesigning the blueprint because we do not have 
any trained architects In our region or fn the community.

MR. JOE ??: (Translation) Thank you. My question would be referring to a question, 1f there 1s
going to be 1 0 houses coming in, how many applicants are there on the list?

MR. ??: (Translation) I do not quite understand the question.

MR. JOE ??: (Translation) My question is the people who will be receivinq the houses, how many
applicants are there?

MR. ??: (Translation) 1 am not cuite sure of how many applicants there are but durinq spring there
were 30 applicants and we cannot even find one house for the 30 applicants, and I know for sure 
that there are applicants, approximately 1 0 are on the urqent list and there are another 2 0  
applicants waiting on the 11st. Also, the houses are poorly located, as someone has said earlier, 
and do you know where the new houses are going to be located. On the highest hill Just near to us?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are there any more questions from the table? Mike?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Just one last question. I just thought of it. It seems t.o me that sometimes the
Board of Directors of the Housing Corporation are not as sensitive to the needs of the communities 
as they should be. And we need from you, we need new ideas of how to improve the situation. Do 
you think that perhaps the Board of Directors of the Housing Corporation should be chosen from the 
Board of Directors of the different housing associations so you have people who know the problems, 
are probably better able to solve the problems. What do you think of that as a possibility?

MR. PAUL IDLOUT: (Translation) We are well aware of any ideas coming from the people which should
be directed to the Houslnq Corporation. I think there should be a faster speed of getting more
power but the authority in the community is not enough and here we are trying to help the Housing 
Corporation and they often have to refer to somebody else due to budgets or the funding. So they 
are not asking for any Board of Directors from us. But 1 know they have some difficulties In 
controlling their responsibilities, but we are co-operating and also we are understanding of the 
difficulties, because we direct our problems to the Housing Corporation and the Houslnq Corporation 
has some strong points and soft points and I cannot tell you of what exactly the Housing
Corporation is weak of. The Housing Corporation are in regions, but the people who are sitting at 
the table were given ideas or views of housing matters that the housing matters should be the 
priority item in your Assembly and especially the funding that should he available to the
communities. Some power should be given, or will be given to us. Does that answer your question?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Not completely. I wonder, for instance, the way 1t works now 1s the Minister
appoints the Board of Directors of the Housing Corporation. Do .you think it might be better 1f the
regional housing associations, for instance the Baffin Region, your association, would make
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recomwiutatlnns *n thp Minister o f “ho should be on the board of director* of the Housing 
Corporation?

MR. PAUL IDLOUT: (Translation) True, exactly Mike. The comments I made or the remarks I made will 
be continued. The housing federation are consisting of every chairman of the housing associations 
from the communities In the Baffin Region, and the federation 1s just beneath the Housing 
Corporation. They are also representing other organizations. I am sure that there should be an
organization or representatives from each community and our elected MLAs have other
responsibilities to look after, and the Housing Corporation has a lot of responsibilities within 
the Baffin Region, and when they have too many responsibilities the priorities are first looked 
at. I think there should be a committee or a body set up just to look after the priority Items.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Are there any more questions? If not, I would like to ask, and 
I will be asking the same question to every community, would It be easier If, for example, the 
sealift arrived to communities during the fall with their materials and the construction usually 
starts 1n the late fall or early winter, and sometimes people say that these constructions In the
winter are poorly built. Would you rather wait for the later date or would you like to have the
same rcutlne?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Mr. Chairman, I think that is one of the main problems and I think
everybody Is aware that the temperature tends to bother everything. I think construction would be 
good 1f the weather here would be warm all year around. First of all when they are constructing 
the houses they tend to do it 1n a rush. So if there was no cold temperature in the construction, 
I think that the houses that are built would be in good condition. The construction depends on the 
weather and sometimes they have to wait for awhile and warm themselves up and we know that they 
could be deferred but they never bother to defer the dates. I am sure that is one of the 
problems. They are given a lot of funding and they get good money for that but the construction 1s 
very poor at the end due to cold weather.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Are there any questions from the table?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to ask your table, the
housing federation which consists of every chairman, and a chairman for our housing federation and 
he has a vice-chairman from Broughton Island. I would like to know if you are going to be Inviting
one of these people to your hearing because I know they have a presentation to make. I am not sure
what their funding is like but I am sorry, Mr. Chairman, I did not have a chance to call him
because he does not have a phone and he is moving out and I wanted to know where you will be 
meeting him.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We will be meeting with him 1n
Frobisher Bay on Thursday, and I am not sure if his vice-chairman will come along. He will be 
doing a formal presentation.

A SPEAKER (Male): Mr. Chairman, I finished earlier, but while Mike was asking questions I would
like to make some more comments regarding the Housing Corporation's board of directors. We have a 
representative for the High Arctic, and up to today, he has not come to Pond Inlet once regarding 
housing. For this question that Mike mentioned about our Minister appointing the board of
directors, I think there should be another body that appoints a board of directors for the
corporation and I think the association or the Housing Corporation should have a better working 
relationship with the Minister. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are there any more concerns?

MR.JAYKO ANAVIAPIK: (Translation) 1 live in Pond Inlet. Maybe first of all I will have four main
comments that I will be mentioning to you. First of all I will say who I am and what I do so you
will understand clearly. I am very happy that there is a hearing by the Legislative Assembly
regarding the problems of our housing in the communities. I have been waiting a long time for this 
opportunity to speak about the housing problems. I have a house and I am employed. Since I have 
been able to work I have mostly been working. The first thing I would like to mention, Mr.
Chairman, is what I believe in because you are here to listen to our concerns. The first thing I
will say is about the rent, regarding the 25 per cent based on your salary for the rent. I have
never been satisfied with the rent scales because the employed people have to pay their rent
according to their rent scale. I think there is discrimination on the employed people. If you are
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house 1n public housing or renovated the old houses that were first built, after 1t 1s renovated 
and It 1s public housing, and the rent automatically goes up. Also, If you are not employed and If 
you arc getting social assistance from m e  government, I think the people that are on assistance 
pay $28 a month and that never changes. When a person 1s not employed and when they are paying 
only $28 and when they are getting social assistance from the government, and the person that 1 s 
employed pays around $300 if they moved Into a renovated house, this Is the problem. When you are 
working you look at these rents you see a lot of differences and 1 t Is not suitable for the 
employed people. I think you know a bit about the rent scales.

fly second concern 1s 1n regard to the renovated houses, rehabs. I am not very satisfied with those 
rehab houses even though when people say that they are in better condition. In repairing the 
roof, they just put new material on top of the old one and the material is very cheap and they put 
a cheap refrigerator and washing machine In. We are happy with the washing machine and the running 
water but I think they are very cheap material according to the rent we pay. I think within two 
years I will be paying around $6U0 rent, even 1f I move to a house that has been rehabed and cheap 
material put on everything.

fly third concern is the housing association board of directors 1n the communities, regarding the 
set up of the rent scales. I used to work for the housing association as a secretary and I know 
and I have heard that the Housing Corporation has a policy that will be followed by the housing 
association 1n communities. In one of those manuals 1t states that the housing associations of the 
communities are able to set the scales 1f the person that rents the house 1s —  I know that the 
housing association in the community, if they set a rent scale for one person -- I think it would
have to be the same with everybody in that community. I would like to see in the future that the
Housing Corporation finds a new manual for the housing association which states clearly that a 
person renting a house, 1f he does not have a refrigerator in the house, the rent should go 
accordingly for these things.

I disagree with the last person in Baffin. There are a lot of committees and bodies such as the 
Baffin Housing Federation and Housing Corporation housing committee 1n Baffin and I think 1f there 
Is another committee set up, even if there is another committee set up our problems will not
decrease. They will still be there because our board of directors in our communities, they are
called board of directors by the Housing Corporation, but they are just advisory committees to the 
Housing Corporation and they have no authority or powers whatsoever. This is part of the great 
problem in Baffin Island, I do not think there should be another committee set up on top of the 
committees that we have now. I think the board of directors of housing associations 1n communities 
should be given more power Instead because I think that would be a lot better 1n eliminating the 
problems that we have. Perhaps you did not quite understand the things I said, and this is all I 
have to say right now. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I wonder if there are any questions from the special committee?

MR. 8ALLANTYNE: It has been said in all the communities that we visited that everybody would like
to see the board of directors in the communities have more power, and I personally agree with the 
idea. It would help us If you could give us some examples of what powers you would like to take 
over.

MR. JAYKO ANAVIAPIK: (Translation) The board of directors cannot reassess, if whatever they want
is not approved by the Housing Corporation because the^e is no power. They are just classified as 
an advisory committee by the Housing Corporation. If you see their manuals, the Housing 
Corporation manuals, you will understand how much power they have in the communities. I would like 
to see that they can change or fix and maintain the houses themselves.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I understand. Something that might be helpful to the committee over the next few 
months is the next time that the housing federation meets, that they discuss the situation and 
perhaps give to our committee a list of recommendations of areas that the local housing 
associations would like to take over from the Housing Corporation.

MR. JAYKO ANAVIAPIK: (Translation) I would like to thank you at this time for patiently hearing my 
comments. I am also a member for the housing committee. I do not have written material but I will 
try and memorize these materials I have in front of me, I also would like to see the housing
associations be given more power and also another problem we have seen is that these buildings are 
not suitable for the North. I even personally feel that the houses that are allocated to different



- 68 -

communities —  and you know that, different communities have different cl tastes or wsathgr 
situations —  then these buildings should be made to be suitable for the different communities 
where they are being built. Also the corporation should come up to the local housing association 
to find out from the association whether these houses that are coming up to the communities are 
suitable for the communities, because right now they are just given without no consultation. It 
seems the problem here 1s that once the building is completed then they find 1t 1s not suitable for 
the certain climate. Then once they realize 1t 1s not suitable then the government has to help 1n 
order to create better or tc rehab them. The housing association, when they request funding most 
of the time their request Is never approved. Also the concerns 1n our community, we cannot
simply go down to the corporation to get approved for these tenants.

As the housing association here in Pond Inlet it would be better for us 1f we had better 
consultation with the Housing Corporation and also the Pond Inlet Housing Association board of 
directors would be properly set up 1f the Housing Corporation are met. When there are too many
different kinds of houses, and also the houses that are being built during the cold months —  1 n
the past too I have been an employee for rehabs and I have seen that these rehabs are not even 
suitable for the North because when they build those rehabs, the Inside Is warm and the outside 1s 
very cold and frozen, and when the stove Is off the temperature 1 s the same whether It 1s Inside or 
outside, and the Interior which was wapm when 1t was being built tends to have gaps, openings when 
1t warms up. You can even hear the cracking of the house In that situation. That was when 1t was 
freezing. And when it 1s warming up, when the stove is lit again, when the building Is warm, the 
exterior of the house begins to crack because of the situation from the inside of the building. It 
would probably be better 1 f rehabs or new buildings are built they should build them vrtien the 
temperature 1s warm outside, so that the temperature will be the same 1n the Interior of the house
and the exterior of the house. Even when it gets cold, then the shape of the building would not
change too much. I know that way they will last longer.

The climate of the South and the North are very different from each other, the cold, the climate,
the temperature, the weather Is different. The new houses that arrives here, 1f the houslnq 
association and the corporation discussed prior to the arrival of the material on houses, then they 
probably would use a lot less money. We would be using less money and I think that would solve 
some of the problems because sometimes we use a lot of money which is not even suitable for up here 
and for the employees. Even up here we try and find out how we could save money. And at this time 
that Is all I have to say. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Are there questions from the hoard members, special committee?
Thank you. Anybody else?

MRS. CARMEN KILUKISHAK: I would just like to state two items. First of all on a lower matter, I
would like to see housing education promoted to the new tenants that are going into either the
public housing or any housing in the North, to learn now to look after houses and how to preserve
energy and other items that are very appropriate to getting a new house, especially If you are a 
new tenant and have not lived in a public housing nr any other housing that is available 1n the 
community.

The other Item that I would like to see recommended is on the subject of subsidy, government 
subsidized housing that is used on public housing and other housing that are in the North. I would 
like to know 1f it would be possible to use that subsidy for more worth-while projects such as used
to Improve the housing in the North to suit the culture, environment and also to have available to
the potential tenants the variety to select from. Those are the two items that I would like to 
bring up, because we see too many three bedroom houses that are provided when we see in our
community such as Pond Inlet, where a couple without children are having to be put 1n a three
bedroom house because there is no other alternative for them, or a family of 13 be out Into a three
bedroom house because there is no other alternative for them either.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mike?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Gust one comment is the idea of an education program, you are the first one to
bring an Idea to us and I think it is a very good idea, and we will definitely explore it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any further concerns from the special committee?

MRS. MARY ARNATSIAQ: (Translation) I probably would not make a clear statement, however I am going 
to state a problem that I have had. We have moved to a house and every year in springtime it 1s
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dripping all the time. In the past when we moved, the following year the Insulation, even as a 
woman myself, I have to roll 1t because there was a lot of dripping and my husband 1s very old now 
and he 1s hardly able to help, and our children are numerous. We are 1(1 in nur family, Also thé 
beams are made out of wood which are very heavy and it is very hard to lift them up when you are 
old. And when you are up in the attic the beams are too wide and once you put your foot on the 
wood you tend to go through the hole. I think 1t would be a lot better If there would be more 
surface above the beams. Me and my spouse will be tired when we are old, having to clean It up 
every time. Also me and my husband are trying to use a very light mattress so we can easily move 
1t around where there are no dripping areas. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank .you. Are there any questions from the table?

MRS. REBBECA ENUYAQ QITSUALIK: First of all I would like to say something on the tiles which are
put first of all 1n a new house. We all know and heard that the houses are poorly constructed and 
that some of the beams tend to crack. Since we are in a cold area and since the floors are too 
weak. If the flooring was to be very stronq I think we would have no problem then. And 1f the 
beams are stronger I think the buildings would hold a lot longer and that way they would fit to the 
northern community. And also I was going to say that since the inflation 1s going up, we as a
housing association board of directors we have to get into inflation also to the delivery of water
and other services to the house. Individuals who are not married or are beginning to apply for 
more houses and they intend to wait a long time before one can be moved into a new house. I would 
like to see apartment-like buildings that would be available to those younger Individuals and that
way the rent costs would be lower. We know that the inflation is also going up and it would be
hard for us to keep up with inflation. I think you are the first special committee to look into 
the housing matter and it would be better for the older people to live in real houses. I think we 
have to look into better housing.

The question that was directed regarding the blueprint desiqn, there was a question if we have a 
chance to see these after they desiqn the blueprint. It seems to me that question was not answered 
correctly. In fact we never seen any blueprints before and also perhaps I think the housing 
association 1s never the first body to see the blueprints, and then after it is built we see the 
actual blueprint. And we as a board of directors, the mananers, or the high people —  I think 
maybe somebody should make some brochures for the NWT so that all the people could be covered. 
Just do not direct them to housing association. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are there any questions from the special committee members? Thank you.

MRS, REGI LEE ERKLOO: (Translation) I do not have much to say but the people who used to live in
original houses -- I feel very sorry for them, ann they do not have any opportunity to bring up 
their views that was in the old times. Since my husband was elected we do. We are living in a 
very poor house and we cannot live there properly and there are a lot of clothinqs lying around the 
floor and it tends to get stuck on the floor when you lift the clothing because it is frozen, so it 
Is very hard to live in those kind of houses in the winter. Just because the people of Pond Inlet
are nice to us they never have said anything all throughout the year and sometimes when I an *
cooking it gets really hot in the house and so I qo to somebody else's place to bake some bannock 
or other food. So that is how much I am suffering. I approached the housing association for a 
decrease in the rent but they cannot approve it.

Being a housewife is a bother sometimes because we have to do a lot of sewinn on the floor, sewing 
on caribou clothing and other stuff and there is not enough space for housewives. I know there are
other housewives experiencing that kind of problem. When you are a woman it is very bad to have no
comfortable place to do the chores and we have to make clothing for the men. Perhaps the rents
should be lowered or otherwise burn the building. The women have a lot of chores to do such as
seal skinning and sewing caribou clothing, but we do not have much comfortable room or space to do 
those kinds of chores. I would like you to be aware of that. When there is water on the floor, 
one person has to use an axe or a hammer to chip off the frozen ice. If the Housing Corporation or
the association is going to make money out of those, I think it is nonsense. I have a lot of
things to say and filled with anger towards the Housing Corporation and the association and I feel 
sorry for the people who are now experiencing this kind of problem which we did not in the past. 
People are not satisfied with housing and a lot of people other than us did not come here. I feel 
bad about it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any more questions from the special committee? Thank you. Any
more presentations?
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MR. ISACIE ANAVIAPIK: (Translation) Mr. Chairman, I have two main concerns to be brought forward 
which I think are Important. First of all I would like to ask the committee since the hearlnq 1s 
being recorded, would 1t be available to the housing associations If you turn It Into a transcript?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): All the recordings being requested by the Housing Corporation in 
Yellowknife and 1n Frobisher Bay and they will also be available to the communities.

MR. ISACIE ANAVIAPIK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First of all, I want to bring up the 
matter about the housing association policies. I think the housing association has to think them 
over or deal with them. I think the Housing Corporation policy has to be changed by the housing 
association. They are not very suitable for the people that rent houses because they cannot always 
be followed and I think the housing association will have to be Involved. To me, I think the 
Housing Corporation policies or manuals should be changed. That Is the first comment I wanted to 
say and my second concern Ĩ think 1n the future there should be some houses for those who are 
single, who have no husbands or a wife. Perhaps they can have one bedroom apartments or houses. I 
feel very strongly that there should be something like apartments or row housing type apartments, 
duplexes. I think there has to be new houses. There are already single houses here 1n Pond 
Inlet. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are there any 'questions from the committee? Thank you. I would like to 
thank all of you very much for coming over to this meeting and for voicing your concerns and before 
closing perhaps Mrs. Muctar can make some comments. Just come up to the witness table.

MRS. KUPPAQ MUCTAR: (Translation) I will probably repeat what people already said. I am not 
originally from Pond Inlet but I got married to a man that lived in Pond Inlet. I am very thankful 
having a house but I also disagree with the set up. We used to have a hard time living and I 
almost starved at one point. We are very thankful for having a house but I am very concerned about 
the rent. It 1s okay if we are inside the house all the time and when you do not go away, 1f you 
just stay 1n the house -- 1f I pay rent I do not mind, but we have to qo out hunting sometimes and 
these houses do a lot of dripping, especially the roof, and 1t ruins the Interior. That Is my main 
concern, the dripping part of the houses. That 1s all I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are there any questions? Thank you. Is there anybody else? Before I 
close the meeting I think Eliza has something to say.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to say thank you to the community for 
Inviting us here. I realize that housing is a big problem because even in my area we have the same 
problems, although we are encouraging our people to build their own homes because we have trees and 
can build log houses. But just the same they have similar problems as you people have here. There 
Is something’that 1s hard for me to understand, 1t seems that the district and the headquarters are 
setting guidelines and policies and putting out pamphlets like rent scales according to different 
salaries and for people who are not working 1t is not meeting the needs of the people, and that Is 
one big problem that we are experiencing in our community as well.

Some people even mentioned tonight that if there are some appliances missing, like say there 1s no 
fridge or you have to put in your own stove, the rent should be based according to that, and we 
also have experienced that problem as well in our area. I just want to say thank you for your 
views because we really need your input. In order for us to make a good recommendation we need 
your help. We can only sit here and listen to what you have to tell us and it is all recorded and 
before the next session we will be making an interim report. I would just like to say thank you. 
I have my sympathy with you. I had a real bad experience with housing with my parents before they 
died so I know exactly what you are talking about. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thanks, Eliza. I am very happy that you are able to come to this meeting 
and voice your main concern, and this is what we are here for, to hear your concerns. We will not 
destroy what you have said and during the tour of the special committee we will try to put together 
the problems of the communities. I am sure it is going to be pretty well the same all over. We 
will not get sick of the concerns of the people even if they are pretty well the same thing.

I was elected in 1974. Since then I have been trying to deal with this problem and 1t seems like 
it is not going too well, and the government is not believing us. So we felt that perhaps we 
should go to all the communities and listen face to face with the people of their problems.
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I know that you can help us In recommending changes to the government. We will not be a committee 
forever. We are Just going to deal with this to the end and we will make our recommendations. I 
do not think there will be another hearing 1n Pond Inlet, and for that I an very happy. I an sure 
"  “ 111 ses sacii other aye in and you will near tram time to time of the progess that we are making, 
and I just thank you now for coming.

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMUTEE ON HOUSING 

HOUSING ASSOCIATION OF ARCTIC BAY, JUNE 6 , 1984 

(Speakers did not Identify themselves 1n at this meeting)

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I think we could start the meeting. Your housing association
wanted to meet with us before the public meeting. We ourselves do not have too much to say, we 
will just listen to what you have to say regarding housing. We also would like you to know 
everything you say will be recorded and they will be transcribed and you can say any concerns you 
have and we will be listening. We will probably be asking more questions than you, so 1f you have 
anything to say you can start.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) I think I will be first to start as we have quite a bit of
concerns we would like to tell you. We were happy to hear that you guys were coming ever and we
are very thankful that you are here. We welcome you and thank you very much for coming over. We 
have great concerns over housing. Perhaps we can give our presentation tonight at the meeting or 
now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Yesterday we were 1n Pond Inlet. The housing association In
Pond Inlet wanted to meqt us before the meeting last night regarding their concerns. So we had a 
meeting with the housing association and in the evening at the public meeting they repeated their 
concerns again. If you want to say your concerns now 1t 1s okay.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Thank you. We have quite a bit of concerns that we would like you
to hear regarding the Housing Corporation and the public. We are In between the Housing 
Corporation and the people and for the past few years we have been having a difficult time and we 
are elected by the people but we cannot go ahead with the work because of the Housing Corporation. 
It Is very hard to deal with what we want to do because we always get stuck with the Housing 
Corporation. We try to push through what we want but we will just say our main concerns that we 
have right now. Our secretary and our board of directors will haifc some say In their concerns.

My first great concern Is right now the Baffin Housing Federation. They have been dissolved, not 
quite dissolved but the chairmen of the associations are sitting at the housing federation and we 
do not have enough power because it Is not running well. We had a meeting with the Housing 
Corporation and the Baffin Federation. The Housing Corporation produces policies for the houslnq 
association even before the people have heard about it. When there 1s a big conference they want 
approval from these chairmen when they are meeting and they make the policies and just give 1t to 
the people. The people that are concerned still have not heard and they give us these policies and 
there Is nothing we can do to change anything In these policies. It Is very difficult for us to do 
our work. 1 think the Baffin Housing Federation is the body that does approve this, so I wanted 
to mention this because I am not very satisfied with it. When we have to follow policies they have 
to be looked at before they get approval and people should have some say before they get approved 
and since this does not happen 1t is very difficult for us. I think you guys know that the
policies are produced in the Assembly.

The second part that I am really concerned about is the Housing Corporation have the only say on 
when they are going to do a rehab in the communities. Even the housing associations are not
approached to say that this house will be rehabed and they will not tell us which houses are going 
to be rehabed. They just write the letter to us and say that a certain house will be rehabed and 
they do not even ask us which house should be renovated or rehabed. This has caused us a lot of 
difficulty and they take a long time to renovate. They do too many things and the contractors take
too long to finish the building. We were really concerned about the houses inside when they do not
even finish them too quickly. This is one of the main problems we have in Arctic Bay.
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The third one that Is of great concern to us Is that the Housing Corporation Is set up If there 1s 
anything that has to be fixed, If the Housing Corporation produces something like a work order and 
1f we also have something that we want to do, we cannot do It because one of the oollcles statw 
that If the tsr.iûts ш е  poking their rent then they are the first to get their house renovated. He 
try to get funding and 1t Is very difficult because a lot of houses are too cold because there are 
draughts coming In all the time and there 1s a lot of other maintenance that has to be done. The 
funding always gets stuck and the Housing Corporation does not give us any funding. Even 1f we 
want to do some work on some of the houses we cannot do It because even 1f we try to tell the 
Housing Corporation 1t 1s very difficult to get any response. So these are the main things that we 
wanted to tell you. Perhaps our secretary can say some other concerns that we have because he Is 
the one that collects all of our concerns.

GHAIRMAN (Hr. Pudluk): (Translation) These policies that are produced In the Assembly. I Just 
want to make It clear that as representatives we are just like a body that has to approve but we do 
not make up the policies ourselves. Since the Housing Corporation has come up to the North that Is 
what they have been doing and we are the special committee to try to change these policies that are 
directed to the North. He will want to be part of policy making and we get stuck too like you do 
when we want to do something. I want to make this clear.

MR. DANIEL AOLA: (Translation) Some of the comments I was going to make have already been said. 
First of all, our main problem with the Housing Corporation Is that we do not have much 
communication at all. Being a secretary manager to the housing association the Housing Corporation 
dees not give us a formal budget and the Housing Corporation never did, even 1f we record for 
budget, the Housing Corporation never approves any kind of budget for the housing association. So 
when we do not know the budget It gives us a problem but we have a forecast for a certain year but 
then there are other possibilities using the budget for certain emergencies. For example, the 
money we request, we do not even' know how much we are going to receive and some policies that are 
Implemented are not known to us and we are not given any authority on that. The Housing 
Corporation puts out the policy and just gives it to us and so there Is a big problem In 
communication between the housing association and the Housing Corporation.

Also I«would like to make some comments on rehabs. Some rehabs are getting smaller and the rooms 
are not even big enough for one person and all the rehabs do not have storage area or a porch. 
That 1s when the problem occurs. The program on rehabs has never been directed by the Housing 
Corporation to whether or not the housing association does have power on that. So that Is one of 
the problems. That Is all I have to say but I will make supplementary comments later.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Charlie.

MR. CHARLIE INURAQ: Just to say again, the biggest concern the housing association has is trying 
to set up employment programs In construction, such as maintenance. We have been trying to set up 
a training program but right now we have difficulties. One of the problems Is that when the 
Housing Corporation puts out the contract to the southern people —  after the contract when they 
arrive In the community they do not hire any native people. What I was trying to do when I was 
chairman, I was trying to provide more employment for the people but we have not been around that 
corner yet. Also we have been trying to use manpower for the training program on the rehabs but 1t 
cooes when the contract has already been made. So we do not have any form of movement and we do 
not even know how many natives are working on the rehabs, so the plan was just given up. The 
rehabs had to be stopped for a while and we did not know how long they were going to be stopped for 
and the Housing Corporation never mentioned that to us, that the contract was going to be stopped. 
Right now we feel we are blamed that we are not putting out employment to the people 1n the 
community. That Is one of our main problems. These are the main concerns I have. Perhaps other 
members can say something. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any questions from the special committee Members? 
Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) The part about the Housing Corporation, for example, you, as a 
secretary manager, does the Housing Corporation provide you with any kind of training program such 
as a course 1n Frobisher Bay or you mentioned you wanted better communication, have they tried that 
before?
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MR. CHARLIE INURAG: (Translation) No, since I have held that position I have never gone do'/n to 
Frobisher Bav on a course. There Is no correspondence from the Housina Corporation. In the first 
place we used to have a secretary through our training but. there has to be short courses offered to 
the secretaries in the maintenance area. So when we decided to pick Daniel I contacted the Housing 
Corporation to offer more courses and try to have a good communication between us but they never 
replied back to us for months.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Arc there any questions from the special committee Members? 
Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: One point that has come up in all the communities that we have visited 1s that 
when southern contractors come up to northern communities to build houses they do not hire local 
people. I understand that there are people 1n town who are trained and that could build houses. 
Is that right?

A SPEAKER (Male): Yes, that 1s true. On those new houses or rehabs, as far as I know the housing 
association has nothing to do with 1t at all according to the Housing Corporation policies. Any 
contracts set out by the Housing Corporation, we cannot do anything about it. That is another 
problem we are facing. We cannot even decide who should work 1n the rehabs or new houses as local 
projects, because 1t has our debating the contract which was set out by the Housing Corporation.

MR. CHARLIE INURAQ: (Translation) Just to answer his question. We had an agreement between the 
Housing Corporation and the housing association that we would try and put out employment to the 
native people, but the Housing Corporation disapproved the agreement, so we never had any 
employment opportunities to the community. I do believe we had a training program for two years 
and I am not sure if that program .is going to continue. We are pretty sure now that 1t Is going to 
be stopped. So if we are going to continue, I really think we can have trained people to do the

then they don’t recognize what they are trying to dismantle, our own organization. And tl

very valid point. Another question on the same thing, right now the Housing Corporation i 
building 250 new houses in the whole Territories, and the Housing Corporation decides which 
go to different communities. Would you think it would be better if the Baffin Region 
Federation would decide themselves which communities in the Baffin should get new houses?

MR. CHARLIE INURAQ: (Translation) I would like to see that in the future definitely and if
going to be the case, we would be very happy. I would be happy leaving the housing asso 
because that is one of the main goals we are trying to push for and the community should thei 
decide where the houses should be allocated within the region. At the present time there a*e »umc $ 
communities that have more houses than necessary and other communities have a shortage of houses > 
and in that case they are still using those tilted buildings. This is a definite problem for the 
Housing Corporation because we have seen that some of the other communities have much more priority 
than the others. This is one of the main things that I would like to push for, using you as a 
channel and whether the regional communities can decide whether the houses should be allocated.

MR. BALLANTYNE: We are getting that same feeling from all the other comnunitles. I think

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Charlie Inuraq.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you. That answers my question. Do you think that the housing asso
and the housing federations are weaker now than they were two years ago?

MR. CHARLIE INURAQ: (Translation) Yes, definitely. They tried to dismantle the federat

power that was supposedly recognized earlier is not existing anymore. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

construction.

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Red Pederson.



MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You mentioned that you have no Input Into the allocations 
or selection of rehab houses. Now, I notice you have six new houses being built right now. Before 
they came In did the Housing Corporation show you the blueprints and consult you on the design 
before they arrived?

MR. CHARLIE INURAQ: (Translation) No, they never did. The buildings, when they finally arrived,
the blueprints came in at the same time and we heard that there were definitely not going to be any 
new buildings built, but then fortunately through our MLA we were able to order new houses. 
Through that channel we finally received our new houses. That 1s what щу understanding 1s.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: How do you like those new houses? What 1s your opinion of them?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Charlie Inuraq.

MR. CHARLIE INURAQ: (Translation) To answer the question, presently because we are part of the
Housing Corporation, we cannot disagree. We have no choice but to go ahead because there Is no 
power within our organization. We have never been consulted and never Involved In the housing. 
Even If we do not like it, they build It anyway, and for that reason we cannot really answer your 
question at the present time. I will pass 1t on to my fellow colleagues. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: I would like you to comment -- there was some talk before, someone said the rehab
houses bedrooms are too small and there 1s no storage. If we do not step In and recommed changes 
then these new houses will be what we will be getting for sometime to come. However, what 1s the 
size of the bedroom 1n those, are they adequate? Is there enough storage? Because there seems to 
be very little to me. If you have looked at them, could you please comment?

A SPEAKER (Male): On those new houses they are adequate for small families, but for the M g
families 1n the settlement, we are having problems, they are still too small as far as I know.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Charlie Inuraq.

MR. CHARLIE INURAQ: (Translation) The rehabs at the present time, the size decreases a lot and
even right now a large family has to move Into them and those bedrooms, only one bed can go Into 
that room and It seems as though they built them as a transient centre. They just sleep overnight 
and move out. But unfortunately the family will have to stay there for a long time 1n the future 
and that Is one of our main problems and the housing association 1s getting all the blame for 
having all those small houses built.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) The comments that you are bringing out are interesting, but
could you please slow down a little bit In order for the interpreters to catch the voices. We do 
not want to miss any of your concerns.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) First of all, I would like to ask, can we bring out any concerns?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) As long as It 1s about housing problems or concerns. You can
be even angry to voice out your concerns because those words are not going directly to us. Those 
words are going to the Housing Corporation in order to work with the Housing Corporation.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) The rehabs are a lot of problem with a lot of people here and I
feel that it would be better if the Housing Corporation should consult with and ask questions with 
the housing association prior to starting on the rehab. If the Housing Corporation asks the 
housing association first whether they would be 1n agreement with their plan and furthermore 
consultation should be given to the housing association because we do not even know which ones are 
being built, they just come up here and say this 1s going to be built. That 1s one of our main 
problems. A lot of the tenants are in disagreement with the rehabs because the rooms are a lot 
smaller than the original size. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.
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A SPEAKER (Female): The question that was asked by Mr. Pederson, was whether we like the new
houses that are being built. To our understanding, from the completed buildings, there Is some 
imelih hazards on these new buildings but we don't know what the reason was. Us being northerners, 
they are built to conserve heat and so those are the things that we have been advised about. Then 
we hear that there are health hazards and the Housing Corporation knows about these hazards 
especially with respiratory problems and with children playing Inside. They are run by hot water 
and we definitely know that there will be damages done very fast. And those are the things that we 
have heard from representatives from the Housing Corporation.

Once they turn up the heat 1n those houses all the windows have to be opened and when you are 
sleeping at night the tenants definitely have to wake up In order to open the windows and I just
want to ask whether you know about the situation? That Is all I have to give to you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: No, I didn't, but Penny Aumond just handed me a note saying that they are Insulated 
with foam Insulation. Now, I don't know 1f that's styrofoam SM, that Is perfectly safe. If It 1s 
spray foam -- did they spray the insulation In? If 1t 1s spray Insulation, some spray Insulation 
1s not good for you and maybe It should be checked Into. I'd like to find out about It and check 
Into It.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): There are two different types of insulation and there Is one that can be
sawed and there Is those that can be sprayed and he wants to know which one Is being used on those
new buildings.

A SPEAKER (Male): To my understanding the Insulation 1s good, however there there 1s not enough
draft and It 1s so airtight Inside the buildings because they have two different heating systems,
one 1s a space heater and the other 1s a boiler. When the hot water boiler 1s being used then the
stove heater has to be turned off and If the space heater Is on and once It Is on, due to the fact
that It is airtight they have to open all of the windows -- that's according to the written 
material that was sent to us.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: I would like to find out about this. The first time I saw these houses was In Grise 
Fiord the day before yesterday. We have not had any of these new houses 1n the Kltlkmeot Region 
yet so I want to find out too from people. I thought that they were nice looking house, I thought 
the bedrooms are very small and there seemed to be very little storage and I was just wondering If 
I could get some comments from you on 1t.

A SPEAKER (Male): These new houses are only good for a small family and there 1s a small storage
in them. The only danger that we see Is the heating system and the airtight furnace. There's no 
control whatsoever. This Is the only thing that we saw that Is not too safe for the people that 
have sickness because If you have to turn up the heat you have to open some windows. When you have 
a vehicle In the garage, it 1s the same thing and 1t seems that this 1s the only dangerous part of 
the houses.

CHAIRMAN: (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: One thing that would be very helpful to us, is that after people have moved Into
the houses and they find things wrong with the houses, the association can write us a letter and 
tell us all the problems you have with the houses, so that the next yesr and the year after the 
corporation can build houses without those problems.

A SPEAKER (Male): Yes, we understand quite well.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. T'Seleie.

MR. T'SELEIE: One of the things that never really made sense to me about the Housing Corporation
Is that it's being controlled from Yellowknife where they have their main office. If you look at 
housing, both in the East and the West, we hcve different conditions, different shipping routes. 
People in the East get all their materials shipped from Montreal and I guess the question I want to 
ask is, do you think 1t would be better if the corporation were divided into an east and a west, 
would the delivery of housing be more efficient for you? Anyone of you want to answer that?
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MR. CHARLIE INURAQ: Because I've been travelling to a lot of communities -- not regarding housing
J * *cnow ^or sure wou^  be a solution because we have different conditions and

different climates, places are damp and some places are not too cold. Because of these conditions, 
yes, 1f It was divided that way 1t would help out a lot because It would 9 0 according to the 
conditions of the wMth*»*’ лпг! the hOUSeS won 1H no »cccrdin^ to the '***'* T ••**■1» »4..4.
you suggested, but as somebody said, the Housing Corporation wants everything approved by the 
Assembly. How much power will you have after you do this tour? What kind of power will you have 
1n recommending things? Because 1f your recommendations won't go anywhere I think we ere Just 
talking for nothing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I want you to know that because we are elected by you people, we will
gather what you want and 1f we could get Input from everybody then we'll have some power to do make 
changes. If you could make a motion and 1f they are approved —  there art 24 of us and 1f the 
recommendations are approved by the Assembly they will have to listen.

A SPEAKER (Kale): I also have some concerns regarding the rehabs and the new houses. Since there
has been houses built 1n Arctic Bay, the Housing Corporation has never asked the housing 
association what kind of houses they like to build. Sometimes this creates a lot of problems. 
Like the old houses that have been rehabed, the bedrooms are so small and the new houses that are 
being built right now, they are supposed to be energy efficient. After they are rehabed they make 
all these houses smaller than the original size. Also because they are using gyprorock they are 
very easy to destroy or break. According to the Housing Corporation we should keep these houses 1n 
good condition so that they can last for a long time and 1t 1s very hard. That's what I wanted to 
say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. I want to ask you a question. If they put the Insulation on
the exterior side, not from the Interior, would that make a difference? Would that be better for 
you guys?

A SPEAKER (Male): The size wouldn't change 1f they started renovating from exterior, the bedroom 
would stay the same size. The bedroom wall cannot have Insulation, but if you started renovating 
from the outside 1t would be a lot better. If you started rehablng from the outside not the
Inside.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more questions? Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) I want to go back to the new houses that are being built regarding
the space heaters. If there were problems within the service to the house or the electricity was 
cut off by NCPC’, are you going to be using the same heater, even if the power 1s cut off?

A SPEAKER (Male): Just to answer your question, the Housing Corporation was not even going to give 
us some elaboration on that, so we will not be able to act on that matter. Perhaps the Housing 
Corporation thought that this could be used for an emergency case, so if they are going to use that
heater the windows will have to be opened, so for sure we don't have much elaboration on that.
They never gave us any points regarding the heater. In Cape Dorset we also have the same 
experience, they have the same houses but the residents of Cape Dorset were told that these heaters 
are used for emergency cases only. That is just for your information.

Secondly, the walls are made out of gyprock —  do you know why the Housing Corporation has put up 
gyprock or did they tell you anything about that?

A SPEAKER (Male): I think they were just following the fire regulations because wood burns
easier. So 1t Is for us, the housing association, to look after the gyprock walls.

CHARLIE: Just to make a supplementary comment on the brittleness of the gyprock. When there are
a lot of people In one house, they easily bump into walls and break the walls and when they are 1n
a small area or 1n a small house they tend to break the walls easily.

A SPEAKER (Female): I have some remarks to make. It is about the problem I have with the Housing
Corporation. When we met 1n the spring, there were representatives from each community and the 
Housing Corporation was going to be put off if the associations are not following the policy and 
the Housing Corporation said that they might terminate some board of directors and I felt very 
unhappy about that and I wasn't the only one. He also mentioned that this could be Implemented so 
that Is one of the Items I don't like.
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So even If the board of directors are terminated, people would not have a place to pay for their 
bins and this would disrupt the whole thing. That's all of my remarks for the Housing Corporation 
part. A large number of old houses do not. have »ny running sstcr 2nd since the peuple « e  paying 
for their rent —  sometimes people thought that even 1f they are living In old houses they would 
prefer to see running water 1n their houses. I think that's where the rehabs come 1n again. That's 
some of the problems we are experiencing In Arctic Bay. When the rehabs were being built they Just 
raised up the whole building and the stairs were very steep and some of the kids fall down. Even 
when the people are approached the housing association —  that's when the problem comes 1n again 
because we can't do anything with those houses or the rehabs.

We have a lot of problems and the secretary now 1s living In a rehab building -  the dryer and 
washing machine 1s In the living room just beside the stove. They don't have any porches 
whatsoever and the older people sometimes get tired of hearing motors going on In the living room 
area. We tried to bring this up when we met In the spring, that the porches are very small and 
they replied that the porches are just to protect the house from the wind. So 1f they are going 
to be building the same rehabs, the people will not be satisfied. I am sure the people will not go 
for those rehabs. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: nee the government started building houses for people to live 1n, and I guess Its
about 25 years now, starting with the old rigid frame houses. I've never counted, but I on sure 
there must have been 20 different designs at least. Has there ever been a design that you liked?

A SPEAKER (Male): With the design we cannot do anything about them and those designs are being
made by experts down south and people 1n Arctic Bay know which ones they don't like. The Housing 
Corporation has never, never asked any people from Arctic Bay which house would they prefer from 
those designs.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: If this committee recommended that a design committee, say, a Baffin design
committee was set up, with representatives from your regional housing body, perhaps representatives 
from your regional women's association to get some iinput as to how the kitchen should be and how 
much storage —  would we end up with a better house, do you think?

A SPEAKER (Male): Definitely and they would already know the problems within the community Itself. 
Because the community already know the existing problems and the community then would definitely 
would be helpful because the experts In the community would be telling the designers which ones 
would be suitable.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Charlie.

MR.CHARLIE INURAQ: (Translation) Yes, we would definitely like to see an organization where we can 
be Involved 1n the design of a house. In the past we have heard that one side of a house 1s drafty 
and the other side Is good, for those reasons the tenants kind of refuse to pay. But then If the 
tenant 1s happy about the suitability of the house, then they would be more willing to pay for 
their rent.

Another problem Is that they don't like the place where they are staying and at the same time they 
have to pay for what they don't Нке. I think that 1n the future 1f they start to have buildings 
suitable for the tenant then the tenant would definitely be more willing to pay their rent. Yes, 
definitely the Inult should have an say 1n the design of any particular house that will be built In 
the North.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any Member from the special committee who would like to ask.
Mr. T'Seleie.

MR. T'SELEIE: This is just a general question. I wonder how the housing association sees the
Housing Corporation -- how they feel about the Housing Corporation spending their money. Do you 
think that the Housing Corporation spends Its money properly or well?
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Aola.

MR. DANIEL AOLA: (Translation) The housing association has never been Informed as to how the
Housing Corporation 1s using their money. For that reason, we brought up that subject that there 
•- —  '•— в'. «•“*• •-" »«4 i vue nous « ну a i m  I dt ion ana tne nousing corporation and for that
reason we cannot simply just answer.

A SPEAKER (Male): Personally, I felt that the Housing Corporation uses very large mounts of money 
and that the money that they use Is definitely going to the wrong areas. And the Housing
Corporation do not even recoqnlze some of the housing associations. The renovations are furnished 
and the Housing Corporation themselves Just send 1n the furniture without any housing associations' 
consultation and for that reason when the furniture comes 1n, the Housing Corporation does not even 
let us handle the material when 1t arrives. For that reason the dampness and the wet usually 
destroys the furniture. Some of the rehabs have to be stopped because they are using a lot of money 
and some of the materials that they bought are being wasted. The housing associations are not 
being asked to help out when the materials arrive here. For that reason large mounts of money are 
being wasted because they don't work with us.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any further questions from the special
committee?

A SPEAKER (Female): (Translation) I missed out one of my comments earlier. When I referred to the
rehabs —  when they put them high up from the ground and sometimes they Just lift them up from the 
ground and wait for so many years before the rehab 1s actually started, children start falling and 
hurt themselves. That Is one of the main problems, because of the accidents from little children 
and that's the main concern of the families that live 1n these highly raised buildings. Sometimes 
some of the rehabs, when they are being built —  the outside you can see through some of the cracks 
on the bottom and once that happens there Is a lot of draft coming 1n and the furnace has to be 
used very much. And they have to wait for a time before they start building and the consultation 
with the housing association Is very minimal and for that reason 1t 1s a great problem within our 
community.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Charlie.

W .  CHARLIE INURAQ: (Translation) Supplementary and probably my last comment Is that the Housing
Corporation has set up another project that 1s very disagreeable to me.They are trying to establish 
that If a tenant owes too much money then they are trying to take them to court 1n order for them 
to pay. If the tenant was to appear In court and then 1f he still cannot pay that rent then he 
would end up In jail. For that reason, I definitely disagree with that proposal because last year 
we had meetings and tried to use all the power we have. Many people here who have so large amount 
of rent to pay —  when we had good discussion with them then they started paying up that rent which 
they owed. So I felt 1f we had more power as a housing association then we definitely would not
be having to go through court because we would be able to deal with them Individually ourselves. 
In that way 1t would be more smooth running and if that policy 1s going to go through and It 1s 
decided to take the tenant to court in order for them to pay their rents, as Inult we would 
definitely cry In our body because we are, you know, disagreeing with that proposal and that Is our 
very main concern. I definitely have quite a few more concerns but these are the main concerns 
and I would like to thank you at this time for giving me the opportunity to speak.

A SPEAKER (Male): I have a question. I wonder if the Housing Corporation hears about the
operations of the housing associations in the communities?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I cannot really answer you because we are not working for the
Housing Corporation and we are not staff of the Housing Corporation but 1f you want to ask that 
question we can direct 1t to the Housing Corporation. Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: The Housing Corporation definitely will hear about the concerns that you have
brought out today. Every word that is being spoken is being recorded, it will be transcribed and 
written out and the Housing Corporation will also be getting copies of these transcripts so any 
concerns that have been raised today, they will certainly hear about those.
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the Housing Corporation In Frobisher and he told us that he will try to Inform us as to the 
operation of the Housing Corporation. We would definitely like to know how they operate because ! 
don't think they hear enough of what we do 1n the communities and the operations of the housing 
associations 1n the North and their progress.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I feel myself, perhaps now that there Is a special committee 
they will know more of what 1s happening. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I just want to make a comment regarding tenants being summoned to go to court. The 
Housing Corporation 1s supposed to be giving services to the needs of the people end certainly It's 
not doing that If you are taking people to court because they owe rent. The rent scale the w$y It 
1s set up now, 1t Is based on the federal rent scale and we should not have to follow 1t at the 
community level but unfortunately this Is what they are pushing on us. In my area we have that 
same problem, where the Housing Corporation has money to hire lawyers and they are taking people to 
court and they are even told that If they have any vehicle or any valuable that It will be seized. 
So that 1s another area that we will be making a real strong recommendation because certainly we 
are not doing people any service If they are going to be taken to court and they are to be put In 
jail because they cannot keep up their rent. Their rent scale Is not even based according to our 
need but according to the federal needs, where they have running water and appliances and 
everything In their houses. So that Is all the points that I want to make and we will certainly be 
taking all the recommendations and your views that you have mentioned today. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I just want to clarify that point. Has the Housing Corporation directed the
association to serve people with legal action. They want the association to dc that? If they do 
not pay their rent.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Charlie.

MR. CHARLIE INURAQ: (Translation) We still have not definitely told us to do so but when Baffin
Housing Federation had a meeting the Housing Corporation wanted the federation to approve the 
policies that they make. Myself, I did not really go into It because I completely disagree with 
It. I do not know 1f they told us, hut I am not going to support them at all In this case. If 
they want us to bring people to court. So for that reason I have never got Into It.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I want to ask Jake a question as he said there was somebody
from the Housing Corporation. When was he 1n town or 1n the community?

JAKE: (Translation) Just a few days ago. I have forgotten the exact date, I think 1t was around
May 22.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Are there anymore questions or comments from the 
special committee? What about the housing association?

A SPEAKER (female): (Translation) The problem of housing has not been with the Inult all their
lives because we used to build our own houses so we used to be satisfied with the way It was made. 
If we start bringing the older people to court, regarding rents, I am sure the older people will 
try to go back to the old ways of life, like building their own houses. I know a lot of people 
know how to make a very good insulated house. If they start doing that there will be a lot of 
empty houses belonging to the housing association If people are going to be brought to court.
I feel that they are not going to stay In that house. This would be a very bad situation and I 
definitely disagree with bringing tenants to court. The families must have food and clothing and 
the cost of living 1s just Increasing all the time like gasoline and stuff like that. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Daniel.
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DANIEL AOIA: I would like to point out two things about the housing association. First of all 
about housing association security. He do not have any security at all,, according to the Housing
L A f n A r a H  A n Y#  f k n  U n ĸ *  i   a .  . . .  . « . . ™
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not have the power to keep on going. That Is another problem which we are about to face. If the 
Housing Corporation wants to get rid of us. Another thing Is about the federation. The federation 
Is funded by the Housing Corporation as far as I know. If the Housing Corporation does not want 
the federation any more on the housing associations, there Is no problem for the Housing 
Corporation to stop the housing federation too. Those are the two points I wanted to make.

CHAIRMAN (Nr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any questions from the special committee? What 
, S* the board of d,rectors of the housing association. We will be meeting again tonight et 

7:CQ p clock so If you have any more concerns that, you want to mention tonight feel free to say 
anything you want to tell us.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) We will try to give you a presentation, 
at 8 : 0 0  o'clock.

There will be a meeting

— ADJOURNMENT



SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING

ARCTIC BAY. JUNE 6 . 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Just before we start perhaps someone can sty the opening 
prayer for the meeting.

— Prayer

Thank you. I would like to say I am sorry because we probably stopped you from what you were going 
to do this evening. We are sorry for that. We are just sort of In a rush and we could not start 
started earlier because we had some problems. There was no accomodation and we had a hard time 
getting interpreters. So that 1s the reason why we had to deity this meeting and we just started 
touring and that Is the way 1t Is.

We would like to thank all of you for coming to the meeting and I am sure you will have some 
concerns you wish to state. All the communities that we have visited —  there were not all that 
many people that came to the meeting. This Is all right as long as some people come to the 
meetings and state their concerns.

The Special Committee on Housing consists of six elected MLAs and four alternate MLAs appointed by 
thé Legislative Assembly In February 1984, to Investigate the concerns of the people In the 
communities have about housing. The special committee will also reveal the operations of the NWT 
Housing Corporation.

First of all I will Introduce the committee Members. The person on щу left, the tallest one 1n the 
committee, Mike Ballantyne, who Is MLA for Yellowknife North; and on my left here, who Is not 
bigger than me Is Joe Arlooktoo, who 1s from Lake Harbour; on my right Is Joe T'Selele from below 
the treellne; and next to John Is Eliza Lawrence also from the West, an elected Member; and our 
second tallest person Is Red Pederson from Coppermine area. And we also have some support staff 
who have been working very hard preparing the meetings and whenever people have something to say 
she will record them down and look after them. She sits beside the door, she has curley hair. 
Penny Aumond. She will be helping us for a couple of months. Also the Interpreter Jaypote 
Akeegoak, who we picked up from Grise Fiord; Jonassle Akumallk, originally from Arctic Bay who Is 
now living In Clyde River and Malley Curley from Frobisher. These are our three interpreters.

We would like to thank the community councils for their Invitation to have this Special Conmlttee 
on Housing visit and hold public hearings. The committee will hold public hearings In the 10 
Baffin communities this month. Over the next six months, about 40 communities will be visited. 
The NWT Housing Corporation will also be reviewed by the committee. An Interim report will be 
tabled In the Legislative Assembly this fall. The final report will contain recommendations based 
on the community hearings 1n NWTHC review. It 1s to go to the communities and those 
recommendations are to make Improvements 1n the housing at the community level.

The community hearings are the first step 1n finding out what people would like to see hapen with 
housing. It will not be possible to make any promises about what the committee will be able to 
do. The committee has to consider the housing situation throughout the NWT and look at where the 
money would come from for any changes It might suggest. The committee has a responsibility to make 
sure that the recommendations 1t makes are realistic and positive, recommendations that would solve 
at least some of the major problems we are now dealing with. Therefore we welcome your suggestions 
for Improvement and encourage you to share your views with us. If you would like to speak please 
step up to the microphone at the table and also state your name for the record. The Interpreters
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will translate your remarks simultaneously and your comments will also be recorded so that the 
transcripts of the hearing can be produced. We will also give copies of the transcript to the 
Housing Corporation and housing association. The headsets used for translation are fragile so we 
ask that you not allow^the kids to play with them. At the end of the meeting just leave the 
receivers st your chair and the Suppuri. staff will look after them. we will nave our 
representItlve from the Western Arctic give some comments. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Also thank you to everyone for Inviting us here to listen 
to your views and concerns. Before we had housing come Into the Northwest Territories a lot of us 
had our own homes. We did not experience anything like what we have today, we have a lot of 
problems with housing. In my area we have similar problems, although we encourage our people to 
own their own homes and ones that they can build. But just the same, many people are unable to own 
homes so they have to live In this public housing. Some problems are similar to what you people 
are experiencing today.

I am sure a lot of you people think we are just sitting here and talking for nothing, but I 
remember a time when I used to s 11 In the crowd and used to think the same. Now that we are 
elected Members, I am hoping that we will make some strong recommendations. They will have to 
listen to us because there 1s enough of us 1n our comnlttee, and we will be making so much noise 
that they will have no choice but to make some changes to the better. Before I had mentioned that 
we had our own homes, I express a lot of problems with щу parents before they died. We had a house 
made out of logs which was built by my grandfather where I was born and raised. When the housing 
came Into the Northwest Territories they asked my parents to move Into this home for $2 a month and 
over a period of time they would be owning that home. After a short while being In that house, the 
rent went up and when my mother died In 1975 they tried to kick my dad out. By then our home that 
was well taken cared of made of logs was destroyed by the housing association, they tore It down 
and we had a lot of nice appliances, we had everything In It. Up until today I do not know what 
happened to It, and when my dad died we lost the housing all together. Today when I come back Into 
Fort Resolution I absolutely have no place to go except to my brothers. Because of that a lot of 
people lost their own homes as well, thinking they would be owning this home. But as 1t turns out 
they put the rent scale to a federal level where they make a lot of money. Evan If people have 
three children, a single parent making $900 a month, they still have to go according to that 25 per 
cent...

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence, you are going to fast. Just slow down please. Thank you.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Okay. The rent scale Is according to the federal rent scale and It Is really 
causing a lot of problems. I understand that Housing 1s here to do us a service and to look after 
the needs of the people. But as It Is turning out, It Is hardship to some of the people when they 
cannot keep up with the rent, it Is getting that people are receiving notices from the lawyers —  
they have to go to court or to jail If that cannot keep up with their rent. That 1s not providing 
services to the needs of the people. Because we have so many problems with the housing In my area, 
when Ludy made that motion to form a Special Committee on Housing, I was the one who seconded the 
motion and I hope I can say at this time that we are here to really try to make some changes but I 
cannot say that at this time, I can only say that whatever you say will be recorded and feel free 
to say anything regarding your views and concerns. That Is why we are here, to listen to you and 
we will make recoimiendatlons according to your concerns. Mahsi cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. I would like to say again that I would like you to be aware of 
not feeling bad for saying anything. We are not working for the Housing Corporation. Also we are 
not trying to help the Housing Corporation and we do not work for the government. We are mainly 
working for you and we want to bring up your concerns and you should not feel bad about that. So 
please do not hesitate to say anything on your concerns. We have tried for example, the people 
from hers and people from Grise Fiord and Resolute Bay have been trying to say everything on the 
housing matters and I have been trying to bring that up In the Legislative Assembly and It seems 
like the people In the Legislative Assembly did not believe me. So one time when I tried to bring 
up the housing matter, they did not believe me, so I brought up a motion to set up a Special 
Committee on Housing to Investigate the people of the Northwest Territories to hear their concerns, 
so try not to treat us any better. But if there are any questions from you we will not be able to 
answer them because we are not working for the Housing Corporation. Although the questions that 
you direct to us will not be left behind but will be recorded and will be transcribed and then the 
questions can be directed to the NWT Housing Corporation. I am going to ask if some of the members
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from here wish to make any presentations and after that I will ask the people to make presentations 
and come up to the table for their remarks. Are there any comments to be made from the table?
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name.

MR. AIMO MUKPALUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. ИУ name Is Almo Mukpaluk from Arctic 
B*y. I have a concern for quite awhile regarding having to go through the courts. The matter of 
going through the courts has hurt me a lot when the tenants have not enough money to pqy for their 
rent. I have thought of a way. The housing association board of directors, who are elected, 
should have more power because the board of directors directly know the people of the community, so 
I would like you to consider this matter while you are here. Also be aware of the climate we have 
up here, so that If we are evicted the people would get sick and the water tank will freeze, so It 
would be a health hazard to the residents. I am not very happy when the courts have to come here 
to the community, so 1f the housing association would have more power I would be satisfied and 1f 
the tenant cannot pay their rent I would not be happy then to go through the courts. Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Could you sit at the table for a minute 1n case there are
questions from the special committee Members. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAURENCE: I would just like to ask a question. How many people got a court notice?

MR. AIMO MUKPALUK: (Translation) The matter of going to the courts has not started In the
community but we are aware now In the future that the courts will be Implemented. That Is all I
can answer. I have not seen anyone going to the courts as of yet.

HRS. LAURENCE: In щу area I notice there are about 10 people that received court notices. That Is
why I asked.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any more questions from the table? Thank you,
Mr. Mukpaluk. If you wish to come back to the table, please do. Anybody from the audience? If 
there are no more presentations we can adjourn. Could you please state your name please so that 1t 
can be recorded.

MR. PHILIP QAMANIQ: (Translation) My name Is Philip Qamanlq from Arctic Bay. My presentation
refers to the concern of the tanks. Sometimes the tanks are leaking —  most of the time. In the 
older houses the wood gets rotten and sometimes the wood on the door doesn't work very well, so 1t 
Is very bad for the kids to use during the winter. Especially on the water tanks when the door Is 
too close. So I am not satisfied with this matter. Sometimes In the winter most of the houses 
have to be covered with snow to prevent cold drafts from coming Into the house. So In Arctic Bay 
the houses are getting worse every year but the Housing Corporation 1s working on the rehabs and 
they are poorly done. So most of the concerns that I hear from the residents of the community Is 
that rent scales are to high and houses are very poorly built. In the older houses the water tanks 
are very poor and do not seem to fit the houses and some of them have bad wiring. These people are 
paying high rents for these houses. These are some of the concerns that I have heard from the 
community of Arctic Bay during the winter.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any questions from the table? Mr.
Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) I don't think I quite understand, are you talking about the wiring 1n 
the building? I would like to ask regarding that matter If the Housing Corporation looks after the 
houses regarding the wiring. In the poorer houses 1s the Housing Corporation In Frobisher Bay 
responsible for the wiring In those houses?

MR. PHILIP QAMANIQ: (Translation) I am not quite sure who does that but they allowed us to move 
into the house. We have moved Into houses where there Is bad wiring and sometimes the rooms have 
to be used. Our housing association had tried to consult with the Housing Corporation 1n Frobisher 
Bay, but they have never succeeded. So the wiring In most of the houses does not work properly. I 
know that the maintenance men are willing to work on them but they do not have the proper 
equipment. Again I would like to ask a question on some of the public houses and the rehabs.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Which houses are you referring to?
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MR. PHlLt? qAMANiq: (Translation) I м  referring to the old houses, but I think the wiring 1n the
rehab houses ere better.

CHAIRMAN (Hr. Pudluk): (TrensUtlon) Thank you. Are there any more from the special committee?
Thank you. Any more presentations to be made? It doesn't have to be a very good presentation. I 
would like you to be aware that when there are questions sometimes the Interpreters sometimes fall 
behind. So It would N  better 1f you let the interpreters finish first. Can you state your name 
please.

MR. OLAYUK KIGUTIKAARJUK: (Transition) My name 1s Olayuk Kigutlkaarjuk. I am quite hesitant to 
say, but I would like to state my concerns. I would like to say that the Arctic flay houses era not 
very spacious. It 1s not the space but we have to know that a certain house Is right for a huge 
family or a medium site family. So we feel that we Just pay rant to sleep 1n the house. It makes 
us very unhappy to pay high rent. We also try to make warm clothing. There Is a lack of space In 
the building to work on our clothing and the housing association here, when they request for 
something, I would be glad that If their request would be accepted Immediately. For the future 
the houses are too smell for space because some have too large of families and we Just do not want 
to leave these children alone. For that reason I would like to see that 1f a house is requested 
for a conmunlty, they should limed lately react upon the request because we cannot build our own 
huts anymore. It seems like we are Just losing money and I da not seem to be happy because I am 
reluctant to have an employee In our house. If somebody 1s employed they have to pay very high 
rent and the heat 1$ alright for the house, but It seems that the house 1s not really a home, 1t Is 
Just a shelter for the tenants. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any questions from the special committee? Thank you.

MR. AIMQ MUKPALUK; (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. НУ name Is Almo Mukpaluk from Arctic 
Bay. Another thing that I do not agree with 1s the contractors that cose up here to our 
eofwunlty. The Inult are not hired locally and that 1s one thing that I totally disagree with. Ue 
arm csked te pay a largo mount for rent and at the same time they are not giving us employment to 
pay for this rent. I totally disagree with this. The contractors (n tne past used to hire local 
people When they built houses, but at tha present Mme. especially 1984, the contractors do not 
erireii hire Inult. The Housing Corporation asks us to pay rent but we have no employment. If you 
would like to esk questions, pleese feel free.

CHAIRMAN (Nr. Pudluk): Any questions from the special committee? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I think it 1s a vary good point you are making that there are no local people
hired. I understand that In your comnunity there are people trained to build or rehab houses. Is 
that correct?

MR, AIMO MUKPALUK: Some of them are Involved In rehabs, but there are not enough local people
hired to build new housea

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr, Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I understood that In the past the Housing Corporation provided training programs.
Do you think there should be more training programs to teach people how to build houses and to 
rehab houses?

MR. AIMO MUKPALUK: Yes definitely I have had this concern for some time now because the training 
programs are ideål, especially for those people who hava completed school, because some of the 
people who complete school do not seem to go ahead In the comnunity with the education they have 
received.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. I me going to ask a question that you never brought up In your 
p^esimtatlon, one that I ask 1n all communities. The materials for houses, they arrive in fall 
only and you start to build In the fall. Should they wait for spring to build these houses or 
should they start to build Ismedlately when the ship arrives with the materials?

MR. AIMO MUKPALUK: Personally I feel they should wait, especially for the paddings and the
foundations. They should wait for the following year to set up the paddings because once the 
ground starts to melt the paddings built during winter seems to shift.
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Some of the bunding* have hollow steel foundation»-, would th»t be better for the building or 
should they wait for spring to start building these foundations? Those hollow pipes that tirø use 
for foundations is the bast, the hollow pipes reach the permafrost and they should have thnti) closer 
together, Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Hr. Pudluk): Hr, Arlooktoo.

HR. ARLOOKTOO: First of all Ĩ would like to ask something regarding the court sumons. This
natter of thm Housing Corporation going through courts to pay rent. Do you know If the Housing 
Corporation have the authority to summon the tenants to appser in court.

HR. AIHO Н0КРАЦЖ: This matter was dealt with with the federation and our representative c«n* back 
to report and wo have heard that the court system will start this fall.

HR. ARLOOKTOO: Resolute and Frobisher are using a user-pay system for electricity, has tills been 
Introduced to the community of Arctic Bay yet?

HR. AIHO NUKPAIUK: Ue have heard about it, but paying electricity bills Is not my great concern. 
The only problem with the user-pay system Is, If I owe too much to the housing association for 
electricity they could cut off my electricity Immedlatley.

HR. ARLOOKTOO: Another question I would like to ask you. The minimum rent for > house 1s about 
$52 end the maximum 1s around $500, Is that a major problem for this community? Because SOM of 
them are probably paying between 16 «id 25 per cent of their salary for rent, does this create a 
problem? 1 would like to hear more about this rental scale system because the Housing Corporation 
set up these scales end the tenants have to pay the rents. Do you think you should be involved In 
setting up the scale? /

HR. AIHO NUKPALUK: 1 have thought about t h H  rental scale system because recently after three
mOrtti'S they have Increased their rants and that has created a lot of problems for nary of us.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk}: Thank you. Any further questions from Members of the special committee.
Aiiy further concerns?

MRS. QA9IK ATTA6UTSIAK: I have concerns regarding rehabs. Me «re living 1n a rehib house and
there art quite a few of us In the building. I do not like the windows, they ore not suitable for 
the North, In the winter they ere frozen shut and you cannot open them. They are alright 1f It Is 
not cold. I am wondering 1f store suitable windows could be found for northern houses. There ire 
no air holes, they should hive a1r holes. Older Inuit 1n the North nesd air for their bodies. 
This Is all I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Hr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any questions? Hr. Ettuk.

MR. PANEKPAK ETTUK: My name is Panekpak Ettuk from Arctic Bay. I have some comments regarding
housing because I have tome problems. When the houses were first being built, the government 
stated that the rent would always be low, later on the rent went up and now we ere having problems 
with drafty houses. The contractors from down South build the houses too fast and they don't build 
them properly. Inuit should help with the construction because they know the North end how to 
build houses properly for the conditions In the North. I am very disappointed in the people the 
government send to the communities, I as very disappointed In them because they are always 
borrowing our tools. They used to use ny tools and they don't pay me for using them but I wanted 
1t that way.

CHAIRMAN (Kr. Pudluk): Is there ai\y questions from the committee? Hr. Aklkuluk Shappa.

rø. AKIKULUK SHAPPA: Tha question you asked Hr. Chairman, regarding the materials, I will try to 
answer 1t. Perhaps the paddings should be built the year before the houses are built to level it 
properly. If there Is golnj to bo 10 houses coming In this year, perhaps the padding should be
dons the year before the houses are built. When the materials come 1n by ship, we are anxious to 
put up the house. If the paddings are done prior to the materials arriving perhaps we could start 
building sooner.

Й0СЗ
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According the authority of the housing association there 1s not enough power to do a major project 
*J*ot within the community. Many times the housing association are not listened to. I 

!ĩ!l* *nuJ* could be followed 1f they housing association were given more power to do
wnat tn^y want. They are Just given some fundlnq to maintain (h* hnn«*«. тн» .«%i« pSi?ĩr they 
'",® ** appoint people to houses and collect rent. They can't even do any woHc that they went 
to do because there Is no funding. When you are a tenant you want to use the board of directors Of 
the housing association but you get stuck because they have no power to do the work they want. 
For example —  which houses would be suitable for the North. Because the housing association does 
not have enough power, 1t Is very hard to do what we want to Improve the situation.

Another concern that I Have Is regarding the contractors that build the houses In our coammlty. 
The people In the community should be approved first. When we try to tell the Housing Corporation 
through our housing association that people In the community want contracts -- If there Is going to
v 1 . pe°Ple should be «PProached because they would build the houses better and care

about it because they live In the community.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. T'Selele.

MR. T'SELEIE: I went to ask you about Inult doing the contracting for public housing. When you
k ~ ‘ M----- - ' ----  ....................uld

_ .. * f .. . ~ *—  — --■ "Э vviiwievwmy ivr pUU I fl nmixnfli ivnen you
ffiy that Inult should have the contracts» I guess what you mean is that the Inult should build tha 

I w í î v A  contractors!*rt t0 the f1n1sh’ Is that c1earî What *> *ou by Inult being more

MR. AKIKUtUK SHAPPA: I will try and explain what I meant when I made a statement about
contracting. I did not really totally say that Inult should get the contract hut I was talking 
about local people, Including white people In the communities, they should be gl'ven top priority. 
- they do * bet^*r Job because they know 1t will be beneficial for the conmunlty. The 
southern contractors don t really care because they are going back down South once they've made 
their DUCK.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any other questions? Mr. Klgutlkaqjuk.

MR. IKEY KIGUTIKAQJUK: I have some brief remarks to make. I am concerned about the rent scales
ÏÎ? be1n® ra1s$° frequently. The rehabs are being done very poorly. The contractor gets away 

wrth the money. The rent goes up once the houses are rehabed. I do not like the Idea of 
increasing the rent too often. Most of the times the rent Is put up before the rehabs are 
finished. I do not like that idea. I would like to see an Inspection on the rehab from top to
bottom and then consider raising or lowering the rent. It does not make sense to raise the rent 
when the rehabs are not finished. I am not satisfied with that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: For how long before the house was finished was the rent put up?

MR. IKEY KIGUTIKAQJUK: I am not quite sure, but when the houses are finished we see that the rent
goes up.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more presentations?

5 ? ; « IM?k!WKPiLUK/ 1 s?®" t0 have for9ot something I was going to say about rents. We had some 
difficulties 1n Increasing our hourly pay. When we were working on the houses we never got anv 
raises because of cuts In the budget and we are not satisfied with that. J

MR. BALLANTYNE: I wonder 1f you would explain that a little more. Are you talking about people
who are maintaining the houses or people working for a contractor bullldlng or rehablng a houses.

MR. AIMO MUKPALUK: I am referring to my employer here. We don't get any raise and the rent
Increases. Are you clear on that?

а м а и м ш а 8 в я и 1 1 И 11 ш ц ц в »
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MR. CHARLIE INURAQ: I think there are a lot of conerns brought forward to you and some problems
that the people have encountered. The Housing Corporation Is trying to Implement home-ownership 
wüw ьнв tiGiiSitlj âîĩwCtebiGn *СГлёГ» ttâVc ftC pOWêi* wtiâiâûevtsr* We o housing association do nos 
have any policies set out on home-ownership. I would like to bring up the matter to you so that we 
as a housing association can consult with you when a person Is applying for home-ownership. The 

Jward of directors should be Involved 1n home-ownership. Last year a person had waited for over a 
year for home-ownership and we thought we would get a quick reply from the Housing Corporation but 
we did not and we could not say anything to the person that was applying, so therefore people are 
not satlslfed with the Housing Corporation.

Another ínlng I would like to say Is that you, as Members of the Legislative Assembly are Investi
gating housing matters, perhaps the housing association can have more good consultation with the 
Housing Corporation. I would like to direct that question to you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): The question you directed to us could be Implemented In our recommendations 
after the report Is made. At present we cannot answer your question. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I think the chairman Is aware that 75 per cent of the money to build new houses
comes from the federal government. The federal government has many rules so that the Housing 
Corporation can get that money. Has the Housing Corporation explained to you very clearly, the 
rules they have to follow with the federal government In order to get money to build houses 1n the 
North?

MR. CHARLIE INURAQ: I can only answer that the federal government never consults us about their
policies. We are Just a stepping stone. They never communicate with them. We have to bug them a
lot and Invite them to come to the comunlty and they never Invite us to let us see their
policies. Earlier today I have said that the secretary manager consults with the Housing 
Corporation. Our secretary manager Is new and we have asked them to put our secretary manager on a 
course but the Housing Corporation never came here to let our secretary manager be on the course.

When we receive the funds there 1s already a forecast set by the Housing Corporation and the 
housing association has no power to make changes on the budget forecast. The have cut off some 
membership from the board of directors. Even last year we almost were In a bad situation when a 
member was cut from the board, but they never showed us their policies.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Todey we had a very good meeting, about two hours with your housing association.
It seems to me that they have a very difficult job, and they are trying very hard. We as a
committee will really try to help them do their job better. The question I have 1s, right now the 
policies of the Housing Corporation are decided by the board of directors of the Housing 
Corporation and the board of directors are chosen by the Minister. Do you think It would be better 
1f the federations of housing recommended to the Minister who should be on the board of directors 
of the Housing Corporation?

MR. CHARLIE INURAQ: I would like to see that happening In the future because they have very strong 
bearing In the community. Personally I have thought of this recommendation In order to these 
organizations to appoint or make recommendations to have someone on the board of directors of the 
Housing Corporation. The member doesn't necessarily be from BRC or the federation or the housing 
association board of directors. Definitely yes, I would like the Minister to take our 
recommendations.

We have another problem In the housing association. Some of the homes are not adequate for the
tenants because seme people have health problems. These buildings should be suitable for the
tenants because some of these buildings are 1n terrible shape. We try to put some recommendations 
to the Housing Corporation but they turned us down and they sent us thre^oh different channels. 
That Is one of our main problems In our system.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any further questions. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: A problem that we heard 1n other communities Is the difficulty that handicapped
people have In getting 1n and out of a house. For example people In wheelchairs or people that 
cannot walk very well. Do you have any problems like this 1n your community?
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MR. CHARLIE INURAQ: I cannot answer that. At the present time there are no handicapped people
here. It Is very clear that In the future there Is going to be more and more handicapped people In
our community. So at the present time Social Services and the woman's group here service these
handicapped people and we praise the people in the community who help these people. So we need
houses more suited to the tenants. For example, down South If I move Into a house that Is very lew 
I would have a hard time breathing. And If I move Into a nice house, roof and all, that would make 
a better life for the family. So we would like to have power to make houses suitable for the 
tenants. He would make designs or renovate It to make It suitable.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk); Thank you, any further question from the special committee? Mrs. AHguq.

MRS. KAUTAQ ALIGUQ: I have lived In Arctic Bay for a long time. Those 25 per cent scales are too
high for me. I would like that changed. Also the three bedroom houses are definitely too small
for a family with more than three children. Personally I have experienced this situation. Also 
this years rehabs, the steps being built for 1984 are very dangerous for old or handicapped
people. They are dangerous because they are so high. We would like these people to have proper 
places.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence. i

MRS. LAWRENCE: I just want to ask her a question on the designing of the house, It seems It Is
the woman who ends up staying 1n the house and working with the children -- would the women of the 
community like to be consulted 1n the designing of the homes? I heard somebody saying that there 
was not enough room for her sewing especially 1f there are other children around. There Is not 
enough room for her to work. Would 1t be proper for them to be Invited and Involved 1n the 
designing of the home so there would be proper storage and working area for the housewives.

MRS. KAUTAQ ALIGUQ: Yes you are right on and I agree with you. If they are going to start,
designing buildings, the woman should definitely be Involved 1n the design because their land Is 
Inside the building.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Further question. Mr. Pearce.

MR. FRANK PEARCE: My name 1s Frank Pearce, secretary manager In Arctic Bay. If I say something 
that has already been stated It because I arrived late, and I apologize for that. For a couple of 
years we have had a person come 1n to supervise the rehabs and the retrofits. There Is only one
supervisor and several local people Involved 1n training on the job. Then all of a sudden another
contractor arrived and brought 1n people from other sources, mainly from down South. The expertise 
In the community was not put to full use, 1n fact not put to use at all. It so happened, that you 
might have already found out from the housing association that the group of people that arrived did 
a very poor job and they ended up doing a lot of work that they already did.

One thing that we need most of all Is training. Why the same type of program that was In here 1n
previous years was not continued, I do not know. Sometimes there are problems with the supervisor
but I think that these are some of the things we have to put up with In order to try and get a 
training program properly Instituted. The people who have been trained —  the people who have 
experience, are known by the housing association and I am sure they can keep an Inventory of the 
potential employees. So that should the Housing Corporation or contractors wish to find out who Is 
available and what skills and experience these people have they can obtain Information from this 
source.

Several comments that local contractors make 1s that they have a job to do. They want to be able 
to do It in the most economical way possible and they bring people that they know who have the 
skills, they bring In people who they feel will be able to work hard for a long period of time to
get the Job done and get 1t done effectively. They argue that to hire locally would be to hire
people that they are not sure of, whose lifestyle they say 1s probably not principled on the work 
ethic, that they would not work at the same Intensity, the same speed or the same reliability. I 
can understand a person who does know the North, coming Into the North having these Ideas In his 
head. However we should impress upon them that there is nothing wrong with the people so much as
usually —  the supervisor, a good supervisor can get the best out of almost anybody. So I would
like to see that the contracts are far more specific about hiring local people. In fact what I 
would like to see done throughout the whole Territories Is that representatives from the housing

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Inuraq.
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association be present when the contracts are drawn up, so that the housing association 
representatives can have a say as to what they feel the contractors should examine. It also gives 
the representatives of the housing association an opportunity to learn something about the 
rnmUptHniic nf Нг»ы4пл im contracts. The difficulties cf them being confronted "1th, in 
obtaining supplies and getting the right contractor. There Is a lot to be learned. But I think 
what should be done Is that you have representatives from the housing associations Involved In this 
process because I think this Is where a lot of education would come from.

I would also like to support many of the comments that have been previously made about the design. 
Again here Is an opportunity to have housing representatives, during the architectural design of 
the houses -- have each of the architects come Into the communities. I support Kautaq's comment 
whole-heartedly. Also the size of the houses are desperately small, we have got some new houses 
down here, and they look very nice but If you go Inside the bedroom they are even a lot smaller 
than 1n other houses. This gives me a rather bad feeling that someone has not done their homework 
properly. There 1s not enough room for storage space. Fortunately a lot of houses down South have 
basements where they can put their belongings Into, here they do not and the space seems to be 
lacking.

Last comment that I have to make is regarding the materials that are to be used. I know that the 
size of the house and the materials that are being used determine the overall cost. When we are 
operating In an econonjy that tells us that we have not much money to spend, then I can understand 
that they want to try and cut down on the size and the materials but I think this 1$ not economical 
In the long-run. I have worked as a contructlon worker myself, building some of the Weber units 
here for a couple of years and Î certainly cannot vouch very highly for the materials that are 
being used, they are poor. They send up the stuff that 1s left over —  this Is what 1t seems to me 
when we use It. Materials that fall apart easily, crack. To give you an Idea, a contractor here 
who Is a local contractor decided not to put nails In the floor but to use screws, because what was 
happening before was the wood was twisting, forcing the nails up. The screws came pp also.

— laughter

The wood Is supposed to be treated before 1t arrives here. If they do not know what sort of 
climate they are going to be building their houses In, they should find out and get the materials 
that will stand up to that climate. There 1s enough technology today to be able to choose 
materials and even to make designs of houses that are suited for the North. I have spoken with a 
few architects -- this was many years ago -- who came up with many ideas, because It was so long 
ago I cannot remember the names, I cannot assist you with who these people are, but they are out 
there. I think that It all I have to say at the present moment, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you. Your comments were very helpful to us. I am going to ask you a really 
tough question, and I do not know If you can answer 1t. We have heard 1n every community that the 
housing associations are really frustrated whether a lack of control over how houses are built and 
when they are built. Now 1f you were to make recommendations over a period of time that a housing 
association would be able to build their own houses, have Input into the design contracts and 
generally have a lot more power In how houses are built, how they are maintained. Have you thought 
through a process of how you would do that, what would you recommend? It Is a toughy?

MR. FRANK PEARCE: You mean you want me to just speal off the top of щу head. 1 cannot give you an 
answer off the top of my head that would really fully answer the question, but I would like to 
think about 1t and try and give you an answer later on. One of the obvious thi;igs that come to 
mind immediately 1s training, training people 1n the communities to be able to handle a lot of 
these jobs. It 1s simple to say that we have Ideas of what we would like to do, but to put these 
Ideas Into practical use, 1s sometimes a far more difficult thing. One of the reasons why I 
suggested before about having a representative from the housing association attend the meetings of 
the Housing Corporation when they are drawing up the contracts —  I do not know If that would be 
of any value. There might be a lot of other types of that sort of thing that can be done. Not 
having the knowledge of everything that Is involved, I cannot completely answer but that Is just 
the general thing of what I was saying.
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MR, BALLANTYNE: We would appreciate It If you thought about It and you wrote ut a letter wit!» your 
tdea*. We would also very much appreciate If the housing associations got together end thought 
about the powers that they want and give us some Ideas about how you think you could become 
stronger. That would be very, very helpful to us. This committee will not be cooing beck to the 
community but 1f you do come up with some Ideas, write to us, we can Incorporate those Into our 
Г SC wn wH uti 1 »

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk); Mr. T'Selele.

MR. T'SELEIE: When you were talking before you were talking about some Instance where the
contractors bj111 houses and another contracting company had to come In and rebuild the seme 
bourses. Wes that here 1n Arctic Bay?

MR. FRANK РЕЛКСЕ: Yes It was here. There was one contractor to do the rehabs. In feet the funny 
thing wet that the contracting company subcontracted this other group of people to c o m  In. They 
have since left, they did not know what they were doing, they didn't have the skills. Now the 
contracting company who had to use some of their better labourers, who are building the new houses 
here to also go over the retrofits. It was a fault of the contractor, It think, hiring these 
people 1n the first place.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk). Thanks very much Frank. Any further questions? Mr. Shappa.

MR, AKIKULINC SHAPPA: (Translation) The thing that I wanted to talk about has not been touched,
about the housing association having to have a policy. They need a by-law within their board of 
directors. We cannot even see the policies of the Housing Corporation. The housing assoclatlom's 
ooard of directors mandate should be definitely specified In the future. When an organization Is 
set up It Is always better to have a mandate, as there will be problems encountered along the way. 
If the policies are going to be Implemented the communities should be Involved' In Implementing 
those policies as we do not know what Is going to be Implemented regarding the housing. When the 
policies are being prepared the residents of the community should be Involved. When the Housing 
Corporation approves the policies -  1t would be a lot better If the coomunltles were consulted. 
Right now, 1n fact, we run Into problems as board of directors, due to lack of by-laws which are 
supposed to be given us from the Housing Corporation, as to how much power we have. So I recoemend 
to the special committee that the Housing Corporatin consult with the housing association In the 
coanunltles when Implementing policies. The policies should be the same for both the Housing

Ж аИоп and the housing associations. Right now If they set up policies there Is going to be a 
m. When we try to make some plans we find we have to go back and forth before we get It 

right. The two organizations should know what each other Is doing. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I would just like to clarify that. It 1s a very good point. If I understand you 
^ous*n9 associations are not consulted before the Housing Corporation decide their

Wl. AKIKULUK SHAPPA: I am not too concered about the consultation between the housing association 
and the Housing Corporatin. What I am getting at 1s that the special committee on housing, your 
panel, should consider an ordinance to go by for the housing associations. If that ordinance Is 
established. It should be worked out between the local people and the Housing Corporation before It 
comes Into effect because once you do not have any guidance or ordinance to work by as an 
association or a board of directors, 1t 1s pretty hard to function or operate. So I am 
recommending that the housing association In communities should have an ordinance to operate by so 
this problem can be eliminated.

The Housing Corporation's policies should be given to the housing associations so they will know 
what kind of policies they have. I was secretary manager for the housing association and they did 
not even have a copy of the policies when I was working for the housing association.

№ .  BALLANTYNE: To go one step further. Before the Housing Corporation decides a policy they
should consult the associations, have Input into the policies, would you agree that would be
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NK. AKIKULUK SHAPPA: If the Housing Corporation Is going to be establishing an ordinance for the
housing associations It Is obvious that the people 1n the communities would be willing to have 
Input In the ordinance Itself. Maybe even 75 per cent of the ordinance should have Inout from the 
communities.

NR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you that Is very clear. I Just wanted It on the record.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions.

MRS. K00N00 IPIRQ: (Translation) We met earlier this afternoon and I have a few more comments to
make. We have a shortage of houses 1n Arctic Bay. When an Individual q>proaches the housing 
association we have no control whatsoever to satisfy the applicant. There are times when people 
apply for a smaller house but we never have any control to satisfy that person. Right now there 
are six houses being built and we are very happy with that. We know that these houses are going to 
be filled up, that Is going to satisfy us for awhile and give us breathing room. The association 
knows that there about 20 applicants for thoe six houses. Right now people are living In old 
houses. People are living 1n houses where there Is no running water and poor heating. We are 
satisfied to move to any houses, new or old.

The part about the rehabs. The rehabs are being built too high and the kids hurt themselves. We 
as a housing association have no power. We In Arctic Bay are not the only association doing that 
There was a person who went to Frobisher Bay to confront i.«e Housing Corportafon regarding housing 
matters. The Housing Corporation is not consulting the housing associations enough In the 
communities. That 1s all I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Panlpak Ettuk.

MR. PANIPAK ETTUK: (Translation) I am a resident of Frobisher Bay. I fully disagree with the
rehabs that were built this fall. The water heating system up here Is no good for the North. I do
not want to see any of these boiler heating systems built 1n the North. They can break very fast
once you run out of fuel. I feel that the buildings should all have furnaces as the ones that are 
being rehabed.

The Housing Corportlon does not realize the high cost of living up here. The rent gets^ery high. 
They should have a representative living here, with no subsidies, Just to find out ¥ T they would
like to live In the houses we do. The costs are very high here in the North. As the kabloona said
earlier, I have a woman who 1s handicapped and he was correct about the building situation.

MR. BALLANTYNE: In ether communities we visited, we were told that handicapped people had many
problems getting 1n and out of houses and living In houses. Sometimes the stove Is difficult to 
reach, the light switches are too high, the steps are too high, and many other problems. Are you 
experiencing problems like that?

MR. PANIPAK ETTUK: (Translation) Yes I have experienced that, as my wife hurt herself on the
steps. She has only one working arm. If the steps were not so high, It would have been fine. The
electrical switches are too high for her and 1t Is not convenient. The house 1s also too small for
her, when she Is trying to clean up 1t Is quite difficult.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Almo Mukpakuk.

MR. AIMO MUKPAKUK: I would like to ask, 1f I was to buy a canoe or skldoo or any hunting
equipment, would they be able to lower гцу rent because I have to buy these expensive Items?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I am not 100 per cent sure, but we will check it out and get back to you. I think
when they are figuring out what your revenue Is, you can deduct equipment used for hunting, fishing 
and trapping. I do not know 1f 1t includes expensive things like skldoos or boats. We can find 
out and let you know.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Kango.
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MR. JOSHUA KANOO: (Translation) I am a resident of Arctic Bay. I have a presentation, it 1$ the
% m  concern you havt already heard already. It Is about the changes of the building, 1 «  not too 
concerned about the quality of the work, but I know about the paddings under the houses, once the 
house start; to shift the house starts to break down. From my experience 1n Nanltlvlk, whan they 
•re going to build new houses they use this special truck to levai tha padding ami press 1t down 
hard. I thlnk^that 1 s^why the houses are In good shape. Even these new rehabs are trylno to crack 
-"î tc the feet thi piJJIr.yi ;■«*« >i«rn.*ri to shift, ma t is my m a m concern.

Another concern I have 1s the lack of space In the buMdlngs. They have no porches. The porches 
are cold. It would be Ideal to have at least one of the porches heated. The one that Is used a 
lot 1n tha winter —  whan the spring arrives everything In the porch starts to get wet.

Another concern Is the contractors, the subject has already been brought up by tha contractors.
trr^i* they du not hire locally. That Is one of the main problems and we are not happy 

about that. They should hire local long-time people. Right now there Is only one helper, e
kabloona, white person, who Is the helper and the contractors definitely do not want Inuft as
MRioyoes and that creates problems. If that Is going to be the situation, the Inult who w e  long- 
t1ew residents want to apply for contracts. If a contract 1s up for bid, wa should be given a 
chance to bid on the contract because wa only find out when it Is too late. Those are the main 
concerns I would like to bring up to you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Maybe we could have 15 minutes for a break 1n order to meet
the panel hire or the special committee and you can talk to them and probably after this 15 minute
break we can all ask again if they will have any concerns.

— SHORT RECESS
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) The nnn thst ïïïc brought here, ll.is ;•> to thank tne people 
for coming over and for telling us your concerns. If there Is anybody else who wants to make some 
comments the floor 1s open. Daniel.

MR. DANIEL AOLA: (Translation) My name 1s Daniel Aula. I have mentioned to you regarding the
agreement between the Housing Corporation and the housing association. The power that the housing 
association has was given to us by the Housing Corporation and the board of directors cannot make 
any changes. I feel that the agreement should be dissolved which was agreed upon by the Housing 
Corporation and the housing association because I feel that the housing association could do the 
things they want a lot better. This Is all I have to say right now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there *ny questions? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Before I ask a question I would like to thank Daniel Aola for taking the committee 
on a tour today of your coirmunlty and we looked at rehab houses and new houses and Daniel answered 
many of our questions. It was very helpful to us. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. I have a question. How many houses have an 
overload of people.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Right now perhaps around five or a little over five. I have never 
really examined as to how many are overcrowded but there are too many overcrowded families In one 
house. I think there are five families that are overcrowded in one house.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) And also 1f there were enough houses here 1n the community
and I know that some old houses. How many houses would be condemned or written off If there were
enough houses available.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Before the old houses were rehahbed there would be around 20
houses that would not be suitable for tenancy, or a little over 20.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any more questions from the
committee? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR, BALLANTYNE: I wonder, Daniel, if you could give us a copy of the agreement between the
association and the Housing Corporation?

MR. DANIE AOLA: Yes, no problem.

MR, BALLANTYNE: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Anymore questions?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) I have a few comments. The new Weber houses are leaking and the 
roof will be fixed and the floor but I feel that the whole house should be rehabbed again. I think 
it 1s very important that this Is heard.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any questions? Mike.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Could you maybe explain a little more about that. Because there is a program as
you know to replace the roof. Could you tell us the other problems with the Weber homes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Daniel.

MR.DANIEL AOLA: (Translation) The main problem that we see is not only the roof, also we have been
told the floor will be fixed again and this is causing a lot of problems 1n these houses because 
they are not properly done. Since there was a lot of leaking it has affected the structure of the 
house and they are just going to fix the roofing. I do not think that is enough 1f they are Just 
going to fix the roofing and the floor. There are other things to be done.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any further questions from the special
committee? Thank you. rtny further questions? I am sorry I have forqotten your name already.

MS KAUTAQ JOSEPHIE: (Translation) My name 1s Kautaq Josephie from Arctic Bay. I wanted to
mention something about the houses that are dripplnr For the past two years our bedroom was not 
dripping but when we fell asleep I woke up when 1t was dripping right on щу face. The blankets 
were wet. It is terrible when you have to wake up to things like that and one of the things I did 
not like about the dripping Is the living room area. These houses are always dripping, every year 
around May, I am not the only one that has a wet house there are a lot of people in our community 
who experience the same thing. I am very, very thankful that even as women, we are able to speak 
and I am very happy that this committee has a woman Member. So this is the best meeting that we 
have because we can talk more easily and because the men and women can speak at the same level. 
This 1s very good that we both have the opportunity to speak. Men and women have different chores 
in the house. For this reason I wanted to speak up again. I will probably say something else 1f 
something else comes up.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any questions or any comments from the special committee?
Thank you. Are there any further comments?

MS K00N00 MUCPALOO: (Translation) Before I say rny name we do not need a house because our
comnunlty 1s full of mud. My name 1s Koonoo Mukpaloo. I am very worried about our future for the 
Inult people who are just growing up or for the young people or even the children. Our families 
are being broken up as a family because there is so much conflict between the older people and the 
young. I am really worried about what is going to happen In the future. If the people are
starting to be evicted -- this has just started happening today and it will continue 1n the
future. If the people are starting to be evicted I foresee the future this way. In wintertime 1n
our land, If someone was evicted, a family who has a lot of children, because the father cannot 
keep up with the rent because of the high cost of living. Even if you are working you do not have 
a very high salary. I know that something terrible is going to happen 1n the future. If I get
evicted from a house my children are going to have to go with me. Where will Ĩ go? I would not
have any place to go and my life and my children's lives would be completely destroyed. Because I
would not have any place to go. I guess I would try to make a shelter out of snow.

Families are a little bit different now than in the past. When the families were closer together 
we were able to depend on each other. The families are now a little bit more apart now because of 
the money. I think you understand what I am saying so I will stop here. Why I am afraid of the
future 1s because last year when 1 went to a meeting I stated -- I feel that there should be just
housing association. Above the treeline 1t Is very dangerous 1n winter to be evicted. This 1s one 
of the main reasons I am scared about what 1s going to happen in the future. I think there should 
be another body besides the Housing Corporation that would deal with the danger of the winter above 
the treeline because It is going to affect a lot of people in the future. The people that will be 
evicted will be very afraid to go on living. I feel that there should be another body that would
deal with the people that cannot pay their rent and who are not working so that we can try to work
with these people and find employment. This is the only way 1n which we can try to solve this 
problem because we will die If we do not do something about it. There should be some alternative 
because the Housing Corporation is -- let us not just depend on the Housing Corporation, let there
be some other body that would help so that we will not worry too much about what 1s going to
happen in the future. I hope you understand what I am saying. Try to find out from the people...I 
want to get support on this so I will not worry too much. I feel that this audience should be 
Involved.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I think your concern is a very valid concern and I can assure you that the
comnlttee will take it very seriously.

MS KOONOO MUKPALOO: (Translation) Thank you very much. Let us try to find out from these people
to see if they support what I said.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I think it would make it easier for us to understand 1f
everyone who supports what was said please raise your hand. Yes, we know you are being supported.
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MS KOONOO MUCPALOO: (Translation) Thank you. I have been thinking about this for a long time and
I h»uo xunther глпгвгп I unijiH Mto to mention. There Is fee? t*.vc bedroom houses In our commun'tyi 
we have more three bedroom houses and we have a bit of a problem because there Is one person that 
1s living 1n a three bedroom house and I feel that the two bedroom houses should be occupied by the 
younger people because the rents are a little bit lower. I feel 1t Is a lot better 1n the 
community. That Is all that I have to say, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any questions from the special committee? Before
you state your name I think we definitely have to finish off the pop, please feel free to go get 
some pop and we have to finish otherwise somebody 1s going to sell them.

— Laughter

Ms Alalnga.

MS NATSIQ ALAINGA: (Translation) Natslq Alalnga 1s my name. I would like to make a supplementary 
comments after that lady who was talking. She mentioned about home-ownership. We are also 
experiencing the home-ownership program and It seems like it is going to be used more and I think 
the Individuals who are applying for home-ownership should be considered because an Individual who 
works for the housing association cannot be approved and should apply to the Housing Corporation. 
The Housing Corporation 1s located 1n Frobisher Bay and they just refer to Yellowknife and then 
Yellowknife approves the applicant finally. I was wondering 1f we could do something about 
headquarters being 1n the capital of the NWT. I think this problem could be solved 1f the Housing 
Corporation 1n Frobisher Bay 1s given some authority to approve for the applicants. That 1s what I 
wanted to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any comments or questions from the special
committee? Are there any more presentations to be made? Ms Pauloosie.

MS TINA PAULOOSIE: (Translation) My name is Tina Pauloosie. I have some remarks to say. Our
house, a Weber home 1s probably coming from Housing Corporation and I have some reservations on 
that. I know that the materials are sometimes broken even the windows are broken cn the sealift. I 
think there should be some extras on materials and when we approached the housing association for 
extra the housing association just states that there is no extras. I think that the materials that 
are coming into the community -- there should be an Inventory on the materials coming on the 
sealift. Am I clear?

I know that there are some extras but when the extras are broken there 1s no other extras we end up 
with a broken part for the future. The materials should have extras so that we can use them In the 
future. We feel that we have to live 1n a good place so the rent would also be involved. I would 
also like to talk about the running water that is in some of the houses. Some of the parts are 
broken, so the water just starts to flow around the house. I would like to ask the construction 
workers to se'"ire the plumbing because there are a lot of houses 1n Arctic Bay that encounter those 
kinds of problems. I know this 1s not the only community but other communities also experience 
those kind of problems. When we request for a house it is a long time before we get a new one and 
I feel that 1s not fair. Am I understandable? Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any questions? Mr. T'Selele.

MR. T'SELEIE: When some of these materials get broke on the sealift, does that happen quite often?

MS TINA PAULOOSIE: (Translation) Yes. The materials are broken. I'm not the only one that
knows that, you can refer that to the housing association. Some of the windows are broken 
sometimes or the shelves or closet doors are always broken too.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any questions or comments from the special
committee Members? Are there any more presentations to be made? Ms Atagutiaq.



- 50 -

MS QAPIK ATAGUTIAQ: (Translation) My name is Qaplk Atagutiaq. The last rehabs we have that were

t h ^ t ï î eite^ e s  stíaiaht9S n SanH mh Wh?h 1 SeG ^ ет Wlth a 1ot 0f k1ds and somet*"»« right from thi.iowib!» , and wh“ ? tbere are t0° тапУ k1ds 9°<nS out at the same time. I have................. ■'"«“ •° uc “ • onyer (.Mdirorm. mat’ s all I have to say.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr, Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any further presentations or comments. Ms.
A!ooloo.

MS ELISAPEE ALOOLOO: (Translation) I probably won't be able to reach the mike. Цу name Is
EHsapee Alooloo resident of Arctic Bay. Concerning housing, I am living 1n a recently rehabed 
house. I am glad because It 1s suitable for me. We used to live 1n a much smaller building and I 
had respiratory problems at that time. I would really like to thank the people that I was able to 
move to this house and 1t 1s easier for me 1n this spacious place. I do not want anybody to wreck
the house inside so I am going to look after 1t. I put In my rent from the cheque that I receive
and all my children come to stay with me, to comfort me. The house I am staying In doesn't drip 
that much —  only twice this year. The paddings are perfect and I would Just like to thank the 
Housing Corporation very much that they allow me to stay 1n this beautiful spacious house.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Natslq Alalnga.

MS NATSIQ ALAINGA: (Translation) Yes, I am going to touch up on the rehabs. Now all the rehabs —
the space has decreased since the original size. The large families all the time have had shortage 
of space 1n the house, probably when they are going to rehab these three bedrooms, they should 
combine two of these three bedrooms together 1n order be suitable for larger families. I think 
that would be better.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. I have a further question. The comment that you
made 1s perfect because 1f they are qolng to decrease the space Inside the three bedroom —  we have 
heard that they rehab these houses from the Inside and the space gets smaller. Would 1t be better
1f they rehabed these from the outside Instead of the Inside and not change the bedrooms. Can you
state to me whether that would be.better?

MS NATSIQ ALAINGA: (Translation) Yes, probably. I don't know If I am correct but If they are
going to renovate from the outside, probably by 12 inches, I do not think the space Inside would be
decreased because some of the houses when there Is too many people inside them get overcrowded and
if they are going to renovate these houses they should also add additional rooms. Is they are not 
going to build new houses. 1 think that would be better.

CHAIRMAN fMr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any questions or comments from the special
committee on Housing?

MS NATSIQ ALAINGA: And also I would like to make another presentation. It 1s concerning
contractors, the people who come here to renovate the buildings. I feel that the people who apply 
for contracts should get guidelines from the government to find out whether they would have 
problems Inside the community where they will be working. For example, If a contract Is available 
for bidding, the government should tell the contractor about these guidelines they should be 
following.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. That comment that you brought up has been dealt
with 1n all of the communities that we went to and it seems to me that It Is quite clear that this
presentation that you gave 1s going to be 1n our recommendations after our Interim report has been
released.

MS NATSIQ ALAINGA: (Translation) Also, I probably wasn't clear when I said earlier —  I just would
like to state once again because we don't get an answer from regional headquarters from Frobisher 
for about a month If we request something and In turn the Frobisher Bay regional headquarters has 
to ask the headquarters in Yellowknife and then Frobisher Bay has to wait at least two years before 
they can answer the district office in Frobisher Bay and I would like more Information be available 
to people on home-ownership programs.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Would you like to make a comment on that?

A SPEAKER (Male): The concern will be dealt with in the future when we are discussing 1t with the 
Housing Corporation and we will not forget about your concern. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any further comments to be made? Kik.
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MR. AKIKULUK SHAPPA: (Translation) My name Is too long so 1 will abbreviate it —  it is Kik
Shappa. As eve rybody knows that your chairman, Ludy Pudluk knows very well that the houses above 
the treeline 1s our only shelter and the request that we want, it would seem as though 1t would be
A l n t  h o t t w  <f  f ~ l  1 -----A ..U.4- ... --------- *..i . . i r  . , . . . . 3 ■ . •..................— •• • ......... ni. u rn  U l I ic  iiu u s in y  cur put ac iim  uues n u i w a rn  w n a i
we request —  1t 1s very difficult to deal with the Housing Corporation in order to deal with our 
corporation. It seems very clear too that if the Housing Corporation doesn't want to listen to 
your report or your recommendations, they will not do that either so I know for sure that some of 
the recommendations that you will be pushing for you will not get it from the Housing Corporation. 
For that reason I would like you to consider, the Special Committee on Housing, that the Housing 
Corporation —  you should deal with another body not only the Housing Corporation, maybe there's 
some other bodies you should be working with in order to push the Housing Corporation harder.

Right now, the only Housing Corporation that we have heard is that we know they already have their 
plans and the recommendations that you make -- they will not listen to you, they will only pick up 
some minor points of your recommendations and make changes to those recomnendations. Maybe If 
there Is another body that is created, then the body will be able to listen to our requests more 
and the Housing Corporation will probably accept more of our requests that we have from the 
community level. All aspects, whether it be funding or design, they will probably listen to us 
more. If you do not understand what I said, you can ask me some questions.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. I just want to mention what you said is true. 
After we do our tour we will try to investigate on how to deal with the Housing Corporation. The 
Housing Corporation is divided into two, one is the federal government and one from the 
Territories. They help with funding and the Housing Corporation gets their funding from federal 
government and they have to answer to the federal government. If they do not agree with our 
recommendations, we have another route to go to. We could go directly to the federal government If 
the NWT Housing Corporation does not want to accept the recommendations that we make.

The concerns that you have been mentioning, I am not worried as to 1f they'll be approved. I do 
not think they are going to push me arouna after hearing the concerns of the people. I am going to 
do ny best. I am not going to worry about them at all. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Just to add to what Ludy said. The Housing Corporation is responsible to a 
Minister of the territorial government, Gordon Wray. And Gordon Wray 1s responsible to the 
Legislative Assembly, which we are a part of. Also, the Legislative Assembly passes the budget of 
the Housing Corporation, and the Legislative Assembly through its Minister can decide to Implement 
recommendations made by this committee. So we have the power to do it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Anymore comments?

MR. AKIKULUK SHAPPA: I just want to clarify that I was talking mainly about getting competition
for the Housing Corporation to consider getting another housing agency rather than just having one 
agency. At the moment there 1s no competition. Maybe 1f the committee considered another 
competitor it might be worth-while for the people who live in the community because 1t Is very
Important to us about the houses up here because of the kind of climate we have. There is no trees
that 1s why I thought that this should be considered to get more competition instead of just having
to rely on one, which 1s the Housing Corporation at the present time. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: That's an idea that we will look at and there is an organization that built some 
houses. What we will have to find out is what is possible, so that we can still get federal 
government funding. We will definitely explore your idea. I think 1t is a good one!

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Anymore comments? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I would just Hke to comment —  it is not a question. Just listening to the people 
talking this evening, 1t just seems that sometimes it takes longer for us to train the southerners 
than 1t 1s for them to train us. You'd think that after that many years of building homes In the 
Northwest Territories they should consider many things. Somebody mentioned that the nails and the 
screws are popping up when the wood 1s twisted because they are not treated properly for cold 
weather —  such as putting pads In the wintertime so that when the spring comes 1t melts and it Is 
shifted and all that. I saw a house 1n Grise Fiord, the ones that they are building now, the 
pointed ones, I noticed right away that there was not enough closets and shelves except for kitchen
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cupboards. I am hoping that this committee will make some changes for the better now that we have 
a new Minister and he 1s from the Keewatln. So I am sure he understands all what we are saying, 

the problem we ere faced v;ith because he lives in this environment as well and he is a 
new Minister from Keewatln and hopefully with the new Members from the Legislative Assembly, as 
well as the new Minister, that there will be some changes made for the better.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Is there anybody else? There Is one more hand
up, perhaps this could be the last one.

A SPEAKER (Female): The part about leaking Is a problem. I think they should put the pipes higher 
above the floor because we heard that the leaking problem was going to be corrected by next time 
around. I think that they should Include the heater pumps for correction.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are you trying to say that the water pumps should be lifted
up higher so they are not on the floor?

A SPEAKER (Female): Exactly, cause right now the floor has a dent from the weight.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) We will be recording that 1f that could be Included when they
correcting the leaking parts. Mr. Pearce.

MR. FRANK PEARCE: I just got a question to ask. Will the committee be speaking with the Housing
Corporation itself, also will they make an effort to talk with contractors and also will they be 
talking with consultants and architects? Because I think if 1s Important that they get a good
cross section In order to make a really good report. It Is a very Important topic that Ludy has 
Initiated here.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: We definitely have a program to talk with the Housing Corporation and I think it
Is a good Idea for us to talk to the contractors and some of the architects. We will discuss It as 
a committee and look Into that possibility.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. I am going to ask once more if there are any more
presentations. So then I would like to thank the people for coming here and bringing your views to 
us and I would like you to be aware that all your concerns are recorded. In the near future they 
will be transcribed, not just on record but transcripts for the Housing Corporation 1n Yellowknife 
and the Housing Corporation In Frobisher Bay and the communities will be handed out the transcripts 
from the hearings. Also, we have already visited four comnunitles and up to now I am more 
appreciated from the public that we set up a special committee on housing. Before the hearings are 
over, I will not give up cur mandate because all the views that are brought forward are very 
important. Some of the views that were brought forward have not even been heard by the Housing 
Corporation, the problem has stayed In the housing association. So I would like to thank the 
people for assisting us and we will bear you in mind. Before I adjourn the meeting, I would like 
one of the largest Member's to say something.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I am one of the largest Members, but Ludy 1s the best looking Member!

— Laughter

Before we leave, I would like to give you just a little history of this committee. The Idea for 
this committee was made by your MLA, Ludy Pudluk, and Ludy has been an MLA for many years. He 
knows a lot of the problems with housing and he's been frustrated and he's worked very hard on your 
behalf but he came to us and suggested this committee. So you should thank your MLA for this. 
Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. We will be adjourning very soon and I have a lot
of compliments to make. Thanks. Merci. Mahsi cho. Tonka. The meeting 1s now adjourned.

--ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

HOUSING ASSOCIATION OF CLYDE RIVER, JUNE 8, 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) We will be holdinq a public meeting at 3:30 p.m. so we will 
have to try to finish the meeting before then. As you, the housing association board, wanted to 
meet with us, we can start the meeting right away. If you have some comments or presentations to 
make, please keep in mind that whatever you say will b<= recorded, so you can say any of your 
concerns.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) We heard that you were not qoing to come here, and then we were 
told that you wanted to meet with us and that you wanted to hold a public meetinq about the housing 
association. Somebody called to sav they wanted to meet with the housing association board first, 
so we were just waiting for your arrival. We wanted to meet with you and we have not made a 
written presentation. When we hold the public meeting there will be some people makinn comments, 
I am sure. We are sorry that a lot of people are out huntinq and there are not that many people 
here. Everybody has gone out spring hunting. I do not know if there is goina to be anybody cominn 
in to the public meeting but we will find out. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. We do not generally talk to the people we meet, 
we just mostly ask questions. I do not know who said we wanted to meet with the housing 
association board first, but in some communities we have met with two housing association members. 
In two communities this is what they wanted to do. I was just waiting because I do not know who 
wanted to meet with the housing association first. If you have any concerns you want to toll us, 
please feel free.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) First of all, I would like to say it. is the wrong time for .you to 
come, while the people are not in town. I think this causes a little bit of problem because a lot 
of people that are away are renting houses -• you would have qot more response at another time, but. 
right now there are some people that are needing houses and the population is increasing, so 
therefore the housing problem is very bio riqht now. We cannot aet houses too easily, so we do not 
have that much to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any questions from the special committee? Mike?

MR. 8ALLANTYNE: In the other communities that we visited one of the problems that the people told 
us, is that before the Housing Corporation designs a new house they do not talk to the people to 
ask their ideas about what a house should be like. Is that true here also?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) I have gone to several meetings when Baffin Housing Federation 
are meeting. We have been mentioning this in the meetinq and we have been sayinq that before the 
houses are shipped to the community we would like to see the desiqns because we have never been 
asked whet kind of house we like, so this creates problems. Exactly what you said that we aqree 
with.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Does the Housinq Corporation run the rent scale, or do you have 
any power within your community to chance the rent here?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) The Housing Corporation on costs, they just tell us how much we 
have to pay and they just tell us about the increase and that is one of the problems that we see. 
We will think about this. We should deal with this rent matter here in the community first before 
the Housing Corporation sets their scale so in other words the Housing Corporation sets up the 
rental scale for us.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) As it 1s the case, do you have any power concerning rent? Are you
able.to chanqe the rent without followlnq the manual or the policy of the Housing Corporation?

A SPtAKcĸ (male): ( iranslation) We have no by-laws here or policies but we are just trying to set
up our policy on housing. The rules or the pclicies that we have to follow have been set when they 
first started building the houses and finally now we are just trying to chanqe those policies so 
.they will be more adaptable to us.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) My next question is, how do you feel about the user-fee system,
they are using this user-pay system 1n Resolute and Frobisher Bay, starting last year. Are you 
expecting this change or would you have a problem with this user-pay system for electricity?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Yes, that is one main problem or concern that we have, especially
here In Clyde River because there are hardly any jobs available and unemployment Is very high, and 
we cannot make any money on fur bearing animals. So that is one of our main concerns, especially 
1f there-would be more jobs available and we would not be too concerned about this user-pay system 
and that 1s what I think.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) I really do not have any concern to say. We held a public meetino
here .and people were against this user-pay system. We have asked Pauloosie Paniloo 1n this next 
meeting to try and change this user-pay system so that we will not be havina to pay, and maybe you 
can give us an answer about this, whether things have chanqed concerning the user pay system.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Panlloo): (Translation) Thank you. Any further questions from committee members?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) The problem when they had this public meeting they wanted to
cancel the user-pay system. So when we had the meeting in Yellowknife there was a subject from 
the Baffin South —  once before the houses are renovated or before they are suitable the user-pay 
.system should not be in effect. So I was in support of his concern, and we have never actually 
given a definite answer whether they can withhold this user-pay system until the houses are 
renovated or whether they can cancel it all. That is all I can say. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Panlloo): (Translation) Any further comments?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) My next auestion is concerning user-pay system for electricity.
Once 1t is put into effect, we have heard that the user-pay system is 1n effect -- with the money 
that people pay we can use this money within the community. I want to know if that is true or net?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Paniloo): (Translation) Please note that we are not workinq for the Housing
Corporation. We came here to listen to your concerns. You can ask questions but the questions we 
will just be directing to the Housing Corporation, so in that case we will not be able i.o answer
your questions. We are not working for the Housing Corporation nor are we a representative of the
Housing Corporation. Mrs. Lawrence?

MRS. LAWRENCE: I would just like to say that we are sorry that people are out of town and unable
.to come to our meeting. We do not have that much time so it is a bad time to come in, but due to
our time limit we had to come in at this time. We are here to listen to your views and concerns 
and.we will be making recommendations to the Housinq Corporation, as elected Members, We are all 
elected Members and we will be making recommendations, all of us, and I am sure we are aoing to try 
to make some changes for the better of the community. I would just like to ask if people sitting 
in front of us are staying in the public housing? Okay, if they are then, you will just have to 
bring your views and concerns to us, but we are sorry that we are unable to give you immediate 
answers. We can only make recommendations for the better.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Also I would like to ask the question we have been asklnq all 
the communities when we meet with the housinq association because I don't know what time the ship 
comes in that is carryinq materials for houses. What do you think would be better, to strart 
buildinging houses as soon as the materials arrive in the community or do you think you have to 
wait until springtime. Which way do you think will be best?
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A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) My concern is about the shortaqe of housing because there Is some
people who want to move into these houses. So 1 feel that they should wait for me to build these 
buildings when they arrive on ship because they can move Into a tent for awhile while they are 
making them or renovating t.hpm . I am rpforrinn especially *c the because the peuple nave
to move out and it is very difficult, especially during cold times. That is our main concern 
especially about rehabs, they should build the* in springtime when there is tents available.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any further questions? Mr. Pedersen.
Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: In the other places we have qone to we have heard a lot of comments on the rehabs
—  some places they are too high, others said they are too small when they rehab them from the 
Inside, some people said they like them. Have you got any comments on the rehab program? How do 
you like it?

MR. JOANASIE APAK: (Translation) That concern I have heard here in this community is exactly as
you said, when they bui ld it from the inside they lose a lot of space and this is a main concern,
and they feel if they make renovations from the outside and put the insulation on the exterior they 
would have more room because the panellinq would be very thin. The Insulation should be on the 
outside and the panelling on the inside, especially for those people who have larqe families. The 
space is too small for large families when they move hack in again.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) I also want to state something regardinn the rehab houses. The
rehab houses causes a lot of problems and it seems the Housinq Corporation is the only one that has
power as to how the houses are ooing to be rehabed and the Inuit have no say at all. This causes
problems with us. A lot of time they rehab the houses that don't necessarily need it right away. 
I think the older houses should be rehabed first. So in this area the Housing Corporation should 
meet with the housing association to ask what houses should be renovated first. We have seen this 
problem because we have no power at all as to which houses should be rehabed. After we are told by 
the Housing Corporation that they are goinq to renovate certain houses we have tried to tell them 
that there is other houses that need renovatinq first and we can't qet anywhere with the Housing 
Corporation.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any more comments? John.

MR. JOHN T'SELEIE: You were saying that your biqqest concern about housing is the shortage of
housing. I wonder if you could give us an idea of how many people need housinq -- Just to let us 
know how bad the shortaqe is here.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) The people that need housina fill out applications to the housing
association and we deal with them at the meeting. There is more than one because there is more 
than one family in one house here in Clyde and people are just qetting married and they would like 
to have their own houses too, so it creates a lot of problem even within the families. We are
renting out the old, old houses which are called match boxes, they were the very first houses to be
built and they shouldn't be used, but because there is a shortaqe of housing we have to rent them 
out and families with children even live in some of those. So in this area we are having a lot of
problems because there is more than one family in a house, therefore we really have to qet more
houses in Clyde River. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you.

A SPEALER (Male): (Translation) It is exactly correct what he said. Right now we are thinking 
about planning houses that are really needed now and revertinq match boxes -- the Housing 
Corporation has stated that they shouldn't he used but we have to because we are lacking a lot 
houses here in the settlements. There are two families that can't aet housing at all, one has
worked in Frobisher and before they left their house had to be rented out to somebody else and when 
they came back he had no place to stay
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They can't get any government housing, so they are just boarding with a family right now because 
they can't get a house. They have been asking for a house for quite a while now but we can't give 
them one. We have been told there won't be any houses brouqht here this surnner. This Is a very 
bad problem with this situation in Clyde. Large families have no space in some of these houses. 
Thank you.

C H A IRM A N  ( M r . P .i/ U .ilr)  • ( T r réuni ьен•

MR. PEDERSEN: When we build new houses we have heard that the houses we build -- for oulte some
time we have building mostly three bedroom houses, we have heard that the three bedroom houses are 
too small, but we have also heard that we should be building smaller houses, maybe one bedroom 
houses for new families, for single people. Wh^n we do build houses, should we build one type, 
like a three bedroom house or should we build one bedroom, two bedroom, three bedroom, different 
sizes of houses?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) We only have three bedroom houses here but we felt that perhaps
there should be some houses with four bedrooms or five bedrooms. And for what you just said
regarding couples getting a house, I think two bedrooms should be sufficient. We are not thinking 
about one bedroom houses too much, we would like more bedrooms because there is a lot of people 
that have to sleep all over the living room so 1t would be better to have more bedrooms. Perhaps 
there should be some kind of apartment bulldinqs that we see 1n different communities. But we 
don't have anything like that here in Clyde River. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you, Any further comments? Red.

MR. PEDERSEN: In the other places we have gone, women have talked to us an awful lot -- we have 
not heard anything here yet. We have had comments that the houses are not designed, obviously
housewives had no input into the design because there is not enouah storage in the bedroom, there 
is not enough cupboards in the kitchen and they just don't seem tn be designed for the wives and 
the children to play as well. Would there perhaps be any comments from here or are the ladles in 
Clyde River quite happy with the houses?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) When the public is cominq here and there will probably be somebody
In the audience who 1s a woman who will be able to give their concerns to you. The two members of 
the housing association who are women do not have too much to say right now.

It 1s past three o'clock now and we are expecting people to be arriving here nov; and definitely 
there won't be that many people.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) We don't care, even If there is few peoole. We apologize
for coming hero when a lot of people are out camping but this was our only chance to come here
We will have a 15 minute break while we wait for the other people.

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

CLYDE RIVER, June 8, 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Before we start, the Minister for Clyde River will have the
Lord's Prayer. Please stand.

---Prayer

Before we start, I would like to ask my colleagues -- it's bad news and qood news to some of the 
people, while we are holding the hearing we are not allowed to smoke. If you want a ciqarette you 
have to go outside to the porch.

I am Ludy Pudluk from Resolute Bay and I am a Member of the Legislative Assembly from the Hiqh 
Arctic. The Special Committee on Housinq consists of six elected MLAs and there are four 
alternate MLAs appointed by the Legislative Assembly in February 1984 to investigate the concerns 
people in the communities have about housinq. The committee will also review the operations of NWT 
Housing Corporation.

First of all, 1 would like to Introduce the committee Members. The last one is Mike Rallantyne and 
he is from Yellowknife North, next to me is Joe Arlooktoo from South Baffin and on mv riqht is John 
T'Seleie from the Western Arctic, Eliza Lawrence from Western Arctic and Red Pedersen from the 
Kitikmeot Region. We are all elected MLAs.

I would like to thank the community council for their invitation to have the special committee 
visit and hold a public hearing. The committee will hold public hearings in 10 Baffin communities 
this month. Over the next six months about 40 communities will be visited. The NWT Housinq 
Corporation will also be reviewed by the committee. An Interim report will be tabled in the 
Legislative Assembly this fall. The final report, will contain recommendations based on the 
community hearings. It is the goal of the committee that these recommendations lead to 
improvements in housinq at the community level.

The community hearings is the first step in finding out what people would like to see hanpen with 
housing, of course, it will not be possible to make any promises about what the committee will be 
able to lo. The committee has to consider the housing situation throughout the NWT and look at 
where the money could come from for any chanqe it might suggest. The committee has a 
responsibility to make sure that the recommendations it makes are realistic and positive. 
Recommendations that would solve at least some of the major problems we are now dealing with 
therefore we welcome your suggestions for improvement and encouraqe j'ou to share your ideas with 
us. For the benefit of the MLAs from the West -- I will ask a Member from the West later to qivo 
us a brief summary of how housing h*s been delivered to their communities or the Housinq 
Corporation districts ever there work.

If you would like to speak, please step up to the microphone at the table and please state your 
name. The interpreters will translate your remarks and everything will be recorded so the 
transcripts of the hearing can be produced. The Housing Corporation in Yellowknife and in 
Frobisher Bay will also receive some of the transcripts and the transcripts will be available Lo 
the housing association if you would like to see the copy and what we have done in other 
communities.
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Also we are not the Housing Corporation. We don't work for the Housing Corporation however we are 
working for you as elected Members of the Legislative Assembly and we would Hke to hear your views 
and your problems so that we can make recommendations to the Housing Corporation. Also the 
headsets used for translation are fragile so please do not allow the kids play with them and after 
we adjourn please leave the heansets nn vour rhalr.

I also forgot to mention the support staff. First of all, I would Hke to introduce the
Interpreters, we have three of them and everybody knows Joanassie Akumallk, and also there Is Hally 
Curley from Frobisher Bay and Jaypote Akeepoak from Grise Fiord. The rest of the support staff is 
Penny Aumond, she Is our co-ordinator and will be looking after all our minutes of the hearings. 
We have two press people who Just got together with us today and perhaps you will hear some news
later on from these people of what is being happening. I am going to ask one of the Western MA s
to speak on what they have to say. Eliza Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First of all I would like to thank the comnunlty for
Invltlnq us and helping us to make the recommendations easier. We are here to listen to your views
and concerns. Before the housing came into the Territories, many of us had homes, Including my
parents. They had a nice log house that my grandfather built and I was born and raised 1n that 
house and when the housing came into the Territories, they encouraged my parents to move Into this 
low rental for $2 a month. Over a period of time they were told they would own this house and
when my mother died in 1975 they tried to kick my Dad out and then he died In 1977. In the
meantime they destroyed our nice log house that was built by my qrandfather. It was a very :nl1 
kept house and it had everything in there, even a phone. Today when I go home to Fort Resolution,
I don t have a house to go home t.o. My other relatives that had homes, their homes were destroyed 
and they were moved Into low rental houses. Today they are unable to keep u p their rents and now 
they have to pay power on top of it all. We have similar problems that you people are experiencing 
here although we encourage home-ownership in my area because we have logs that we can build homes 
with. Just the same, some people are unable to own their houses so they have to look up to the 
housing association for a house to live in.

Because of all the concerns that I heard in the last few years In my constituency -- when Ludy made 
that motion, I seconded the motion to form a special committee because we are all elected Members 
that hopefully any recommendations that we make will be followed up and will make some chanqes for 
the bîtter.
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I notice in my travelling into Grise Fiord I saw some houses that were Just being built and as c 
housewife I raised three girls -- I noticed rlqht away there was lack of space for storage, shelves 
and even for sewing. I know I sew a lot and you need that space when you sew, when you sew you 
have to spread your materials and I noticed that there was no room for space such as storage and
sewinn. nut.tlnn vnur rluHv: aw*v în çomo commun*ties this W» #**«• V» a» J  я 1 * 4 v/i m/iiiti dUHIC KKC»

suggested that they be Involved 1n the designing of the homes so that they can have enouqh storage 
room. When you raise children you need a lot of room. I would Just like to encourage everyone, 
men and women to say their views in order for us to make good recommendations to the people who are 
1n the Housing Corporation. Now that we have a new Minister for the Housing Corporation, vrfio Is 
from the Keewatln. Hopefully, because he is from the North, In the same area as you are that he 
will understand all the problems that will be brouqht to his attention and make some changes. I 
Would just like to say thank you again. Mahsi cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any further comments from the special committee.
That Is all presentation wc have so we would like to hear from the audience. Any person who wishes 
to speak, we will recognize them as soon as they raise their hands and please step uo to the 
table. Could someone please come up to the table please about their concerns. If there Is no one 
we will stop Immediately. Mr. Pauloosie Paniloo.

MR. PAULOOSIE PANILOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am elected Member for Baffin
Central and I knew that you were arriving so I notified the people and told them to voice their 
concerns. I am going to talk on behalf of the community of Clyde River because they used to come 
to me regarding their concerns on housing. The people who are camping nave me some messaoes to 
give to you. So the main concerns are from the people who are out hunting.

Number one Is about the houses that have tanks in their porches. These tanks freeze up during the 
winter and the tenant has to look after it and work on it when they freeze. Another main concern 
is about the high rental cost. The people say that when they are working they never aet a raise in 
their salary, but their rent keeps going up hiqher and hioher all the time and they cannot afford 
this. The people say that the Housinq Corporation does not recoqnize this need for more money for 
the tenants.

Another concern is regarding the lack of space in the houses because some of their children have to 
sleep on the couches or the floor and at the same time the cost of rent is risinq. Also the houses 
drip all the time when spring comes. This drippinq destroys a lot of household furniture in our 
community. We have been telling the housinq association board of these problems, hut because the 
Housing Corporation is so slow in their operations and do not ask the people what they want, the 
housing association sometimes cannot do anything. The housing association board knows what houses 
are in bad shape and which ones need to be renovated. So therefore they wanted iwre power to do 
these things. I think that the Housinq Corporation should work toqether with the housinq 
association so they can do what they want.

Also there is no one here in Clyde River who owns their own home. It is too hard riaht now to own 
your own house because the Inuit here do not get enouqh help from the government. When we ask the 
Housing Corporation for information as to how much it would cost to qet home-ownership, even when 
the houses are really old the price is quite high so a lot of oeoplc disagree with this program. 
It is very hard to own your own home in the North because the cost of living is so hi ah, such as 
gasoline.

Also another concern of the people out campinq is reqardina these match boxes that they are livina 
in. They say that these match boxes are a health hazard, they qet really hot and when a storm 
comes they get really cold, just like a freezer. ! wonder if these old match boxes could be 
rehabed? Also when the water is coming out throuqh the pipes from outside it is a health hazard 
and the Housing Corporation is not doing anything about it. When the Housing Corporation renovates 
their own houses they start collecting a lot of money and they do not maintain the houses.

The problem we are facing right now is when they first built the houses they put the water tank 
right in the porch. I am not sure what year they were made. These houses were built in the early 
'70's. The tanks are put right in the porch and the people that live in the houses really have to 
look after the water tank because if you don't they will just freeze up, you have to watch them 
all the time.
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MR. ARuOOKTOO: (Translation) Now that 1 have that clear I want to move onto another subject
regarding home-ownershlo. You я м Н п »«4 the cost, csn you till ss bow mud. !l Í» io qei 
home-ownership?

MR. PAULOOSIE PANILOO: (Translation) If the houses are In fair condition the cost would be around

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any further Questions from the special
committee? Thank you. Mr. Alpellle Qlllao.

MR. AIPELLIE QILLAQ: (Translation) I «n probably qoinq to say part of what Mr. Panlloo said. I
also have a house like that which has a water tank In the porch. They start freezing up even when 
the water truck is putting some water in. So this causes problems us whan the water ta:ik Is
locates 1n the porch. Also, because the houses are so old we have to keep the furnlce on all the
time. 1 used to be a furnace mechanic and I know that having the water tank In the porch 1s a very 
bad location. If they put the water tank somewhere else we probably would not l.ave so many 
problems. Thank you.

MS KILLAQ ENUARAQ: Our water tank Is not right In the porch but In the storage room. Our tank
does not generally freeze up, but the bathtubs are not completed, l wanted to mention this because
I cannot fix It because I do not have a husband. That Is all I wanted to say, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): iTranslation) Are there any questions from the special committee? Thank
you. Somebody else please? Please state your name.

MR. JOANASIE HAINNU: (Translation) Regarding the matter of the water tank being located in the
porch, I am going to make 1t clearer. The houses that were built in 1969 had very small water 
tanks. There 1s no Insulation In the porch or 1n the storage areas and this causes a lot of
problems In the different communities, especially in the North. I do not like 1t myself. Also
what people were saying was that we were told 1t would not cost very much to buy a house. But
right now we are paying a lot of money for rent with all these problems. We would like to see some 
renovations done and then they can Increase the rent after the renovations have been done.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Mr. T'Seleie.

MR. T'SELEIE^ In one of the communities that we visited I remember hearinq one person talk about 
the Housing Corporation designing a new type of house where there would r:ot be runnlnq water. His
feeling was that running water the way 1t is desianed here in the North seems to be more of a
problem and It adds to the cost of the rent and is not. practical. My question is, is It your 
feeling that there should be some changes made in the plumbing, in the way the water qoes through 
the building? Is it your feeling that it may not be necessary to have all of the plumbing that 
they put Into these rental units?

MR. PAULOOSIE PANILOO: (Translation) When a house is renovated and after the renovations sometimes
there are no extras when there is a broken part. So sometimes we have difficulties when we are
maintaining the houses with those kinds of problems durinq the winter. Thank you.

I would like to say again that we were approached that we have to consult with the Housing 
Corporation. We are trying that as a practise. Sometimes even employees are not able to do some 
major projects. When there are major projects to be done, we cannot do them on our own. We have 
to comply with the Housing Corporation first. I would like this to be changed.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are you asking the Housing Corporation why they cannot come
here, or when they are Invited to do a major project? The question you directed will be referred
to the Housing Corporation. I would like you to be aware of that and also perhaps we can send a 
copy to your housing association office. Do you have any more remarks or questions? Mr. 
Arlooktoo.
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MR АР1ЛПКТОЛ* (Trand дНпп) ТЬдп1' уо", Mr rhairm*n I шпн1Н 1-lUa Гп <«• -I-.- ~f .д..*
Invitations you asked for when there are certain projects. Are you referring to, lets \ s y '"lights 
or any dangerous materials? We would also like to here of what kind of Invitation you gave them 
and for what project?

MR. PAULOOSIE PAN I LOO: (Translation) The new houses or the Weber homes are having problems like
'dripping and there has to be major repairs done every year. 8ut I will not go Into that 1n detail.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Has the Housing Corporation consulted with you regarding
repairing the Weber homes.

MR. PAULOOSIE PANILOO: (Translation) Yes, we have been consulted already, but we have not seen anv
people working on 1t. but I can say that they are going to defer the date. The Weber homes were 
done and they worked on them during the fall and when the spring comes the ceiling begins to leak. 
That is all I have to say, thank you.

MR. JOANASIE APAK: I am chairman for the housing association. The matter on repairs 1s going to
be started sometimes in 1984 and we were told that there are 10 houses that need to be repaired 
regarding the leaking problem. Every time the Housing Corporation comes in we have to tell them 
the same story again. From the last visit they said they were qoing to start working on then but 
then they ran into difficulties with funding. We always encounter that problem, but we are pretty 
sure now that there is a forecast of budgets already set aside for this project. Mr. Panlloo also 
said that when we met with you earlier that the user-pay system will be implemented and the Housinq 
Corporation should be consulted about the repairs that need to be made throuqh you and if we can 
defer that date of the user-pay system. So if it is possible then I would like the Housinq
Corporation to be consulted regarding the user-pay system. Sometimes we heard that the Housinq 
Corporation was going to be consulted with on that matter. So I would like you to repeat to them 
about the user-pay system please after the renovations are completed.

Also I would like to tell the people that the housing association met with the housing special 
committee. And that everyone is welcome to go up to the table to bring up their views^ We had 
heard that the special committee was coming here on Friday, but not on the right hour. So now it 
seems that we are in a hurry because of the bad weather in Broughton Island. I would like to urge 
all the people to bring up their views so that we will work efficiently as a housing association
board of directors. Also the special committee has a mandate to do that, to hear any kind of views
from the people. Thank you for the opportunity to let me speak.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are you referring to the lights and the user-pa.v system?

MR. JOANASIE APAK: Yes, the user-pay system, when the kilowatt hour is over the limit we have
heard that we will be paying extra. So I would like to see that the user-pay system be in effect 
only after the houses have been renovated and completely repaired because it seems that some of the 
houses are in very bad shape and it does not seem fair to us that we pay for some of these houses.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.
MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I understand that there were 10 rehabs done this year
and my questions is, who will be doing the rehabs? Will it be local people or a contractor from
the South?

MR. PAULOOSIE PANILOO: (Translation) This is run by the Housinq Corporation, so definitely there
will probably be someone coming in to fix these houses. But most of the time it is local people
who are hired to do the renovations. So I cannot tell you exactly who will be coming because the
Housinq Corporation is the only one who handles these renovations.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Would you like to see more local people involved in the construction?

MR. PAULOOSIE PANILOO: (Translation) Yes, because here in our community there are very few jobs
available to the public. Perhaps if a contractor comes they could hire some local people.' If
there is electrical problems I know we would have to have someone with experience. There was a 
training program here on construction of a building, I do not know how they are going to run it 
this year. But I would definitely like to see more local input in reqard to renovations, because 
when the Inuit finish their training they can be definitely more employment available and we would 
be much more happy if the local people were to be hired. I know that they hire some local people 
but I feel it would be ideal if they hired more.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Anymore questions? Mr. Ballantyne.
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MR. RALLANYYNE: In the other communities that we have visited, people told us that there 1s no 
more training programs. Will there be a training program this year In Clyde River?

Мй- pai-'LOGSI£ PANILOO: (TrôïiSlatiun) We have never been consulted whether or not we will be having 
the training program. But we know that when they are building new houses, when we went down to the 
meeting, all the communities made recommendations to the Housing Corporation that there should be 
more training programs in the North on building houses, but we have never been consulted whether or 
pot we will be having the training proqram. But we know that when they are building new houses, 
when we went down to the meeting, all the communities made recommendations to the Housing 
Corporation that there should be more training programs 1n the North on building houses, but we 
have nevür heard since then whether or not this proqram will continue.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: In every other community that we visited, people told us that they would like to 
see the housing association have power. Do you feel you would like to see your association have 
more power and if you do what things would you like to be able to do?

MR. PAULOOSIE PANIlOO: (Translation) Yes, we would definitely like to get more power here In the 
community so that we will be able to run the housinq system here by ourselves, such as hiring the 
people who will be building. If we get more power within our housing association we would like to 
see that we have power to tell the people what to do when they come here to do construction or 
renovations. This Is our main goal, to have power to select or to identify the houses that need to 
be renovated and the Housing Corporation should he listening to us more instead of them telling us 
what to do. T(hen that way the existence of a committee would be more effective if we had more 
power. Did I answer your question?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any further questions from the special committee on housinq?
I have a questions also. The government employees have staff houses and if a couple are stayina in 
the staff houses and both of them are working there Is only one person who is paying for the rent. 
However 1f somebody 1s staying in the rental housinq and they have a large family and all of them 
have jobs, there gross income would be added and then calculated. From that they would calculate 
the price of rent for that particular house. How do you feel about this system. Do you feel that 
there should be only one person's gross salary based upon the rental system or should all of the 
gross salaries be added and then calculated?

MR. PAULOOSIE PANILOO: (Translation) Yes. I understand that and l have thouaht about this system 
that the people who are working and staying 1n one building have problems 1n paying for their rent 
because there is only one persons name listed on the tenants list. I feel 1t would be better If 
they based the rent only on the one householders gross salary for rent.

I have thought about this for some time now and I feel that the Housinq Corporations make it very 
hard for us when we want some changes and sometimes we do not know who could help us in order to 
break the barrier between the Housing Corporation and ourselves. I would like to sa.v now that we 
appreciate the special committee for coming here and listening to our concerns, especially on the 
ones that we have requested. Do you know if there will be future hearings on housing again?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Through my understanding after these hearings we will be 
making a report with recommendations. After that 1 do not think there will be another hearinq. 
Maybe our next generations, if they have seen more problems within the communities reaarding 
housing maybe there will be another hearinq, but in the near future I cannot foresee another 
hearing. The government staff has very ideal staff housinq, there houses are fullv furnished but 
their paying system regarding rent is different. The people that are stayinq in' public houses, 
they are not fully furnished and for that reason it is not suitable for the tenant to be paying 
high rent for unfurnished buildings. Thank you. Any further ouestlons? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: The question I want to ask is about the housina federation. Do you think that 
more money should be given to the housing federation and that the housing federation should have 
more power? For example, this year in the Northwest Territories there will be 250 new houses built 
and right now the Housing Corporation decides which communities get houses. Do you think it would 
be better if the housing federation decided which communities in the Baffin should get new houses 
and not the Housinq Corporation?
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MR. PAULOOSIE PANILOO: (Translation) The federation consults with each other from different
rnmmunl H pç and this ypar I attended thp fedpraHnn mooting^ ТГ thît the Housing
Corporation did rot recognize us as a body. For that reason we were told one time when the
federation started to exist and I was attending the meeting the existence of that housing 
federation were told that the federation would be deciding which communities would be getting the 
Rouses -- we were told that when we were first starting up that federation. Up to now, nothing has 
happened and the Housing Corporation 1s still handling the distribution of the houses Into the 
communities so I would Hke to see that the housing federation qet some power In order to
distribute the houses within the communities. I don't know if I answered your question correctly 
or not.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. There was a comment to be made by Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCE: • I just want to make a comment on the rent scale that was established by the
corporation. They established the rent scale according to the federal rent scale —  my 
understanding Is that the corporation was to provide housing to the needs of the people and when 
they Imposed that rent scale at the community level, it is really hard for the people to keep up 
their rent scale because they have to go according to the government rent scale and all government 
houses to my understanding, have running water, some of them are fully furnished. This was brought 
to our attention that it is causing a lot of problems to the point where some people are behind In 
their rent and given a court notice for them to appear 1n court. I wonder if this Is the problem 
they have here in this community.

PAULOOSIE PANILOO: (Translation) Were you talking about the rent? A lot of people don't want to
hear about people having to go to court because they are behind in rent. I think maybe Pauloosie 
Paniloo could give us more details.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I am just making a comment in my constituency. Some people have been given court
notices because they are behind in their rent. 1 just wanted to mention that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ballantyne): Ludy has gone outside for a minute and I will take over the chair
temporarily. I wonder 1f Pauloosie would Hke to come up and perhaps respond to Eliza's question.

PAULOOSIE PANILOO: (Translation) Regarding your question Eliza. This creates a lot of problems
for this reason. For those far behind in rent -- the peode could be brought to court, this Is 
true and this is causes problems with us and people are not looking forward to it because 1f they 
owe a lot money, they are going to have to pay ь fine on top of the rent they owe. A lot of people 
in the North disagree with this system that is being imposed. It is hard to stop this court system 
but I think we could raise this up with your help -- I mean if you get help from the people I am 
sure you could raise this up because we completely disaqree with this court system, having to go to 
court if you owe some rent.

The second question regarding the rehab houses and the new houses that are beinq built. You are 
asking if there is a contractor that comes in from the south and Joanasie answered right but I just 
want to make a supplementary. When there is work to he done there is people that want to work or 
get the contract but they are only taken by the Kabloonas because the tenders are not even given to
the communities even though there are qualified people in the community to do the construction.
They only show the tenders to the Kabloonas because they put out these tenders in Frobisher. I 
also know that the Legislative Assembly when the Housing Corporation speaks up they only talk about 
the good parts that they have done but when the work goes to Frobisher when you are run by 
Frobisher headquarters it changes completely and the Inuit in the communities are completely 
forgotten, their Qualifications are completely forgotten by the headquarters. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ballantyne): Thank you, Pauloosie. It is a complaint we have heard in the other
communities also. Would anybody else like to say something?

PETER KOONILUSIE: (Translation) I don't like the Housing Corporation. I just qot out of the
housing association last fall. I was the Chairman of the Housing Association for a year. The
housing federation was mentioned, I just want to elaborate on that a bit. When we have qone to the 
housing federation conference -- the housinq federation seems like a committee of the Housing 
Corporation and when the housing federation wants to do a major project there has never been a 
representative from Housing Corporation attending the Housing Federation Conferences. Even if we 
made some resolutions regarding the Housing Corporation because they are so hard to deal with. We 
know this much.
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ü »  /  waní Л° stetf when the houses are being rehabed the contractors are never from this 
commun U y  and the people who have the contract hires more Kabloonak than Inuit. Thery hire locally 

Just two or three that they hire locally when there is not very murh «anlnvmont w*.
‘ l!'e'e si|uuiu be more mult with the contractor helping out. "i wanted" to

toentlon this so you guys can support us in this regard about Housing Corporation.

11ke,,t0 h.ear from vou on the recommendations that you will be maklnq. These are

askîní *h T h ^ 1 !°.fbr!ng up* uhe h0uses that we 1ive 1n Mc>ht now- We have beeo
На г 1мс0 ^ ьо^  thf^ renüV<at(;d but П  s very hard t0 qet ^ytbínq done through Housing Corporation 

*bey ?re S ^  n some requests ,hat we make or they don't respond too quickly. When we 
are the tenants and paying rent we disagree with a lot of these things. Thankyou

thîíSMîîvh!ĩiJ «îcïUlh : (Trans,ation) Any questions from the special committee? Thank you.
there anybody else who wants to voice their concern? Is

federaHnnNcnTAtNhINtE: iTranu1ati°n) 1 anlso1n9 t0 rePeat what 1 have been saying at the housinq
f r 8 y0U Ск П- u a r , ^ urse.lves- : t  ,s regarding the houses that we rent -- the very
first houses that were built which has four bedrooms, they are very old now and they are not in 
very good condition so we do not like those old houses at all. Myself I don't like them I don'E
work, I don t have employment and I am always lacking money. Because livinq is high and we have to
keep on paying for our food and things I just wanted' to mention thisto you.

Thethlî ! T S.f аГе Г  bui,t Г 1!’ there is a 1nt of dripping, the edges of the houses have holes
" , Й  adnJ’A  X í o  lhlUhat 0П' a When thf! SUn 15 0ut and U  is hot the ^sulation starts 
“ :!"g and 1t drip* 1nt0 tbe bous*1 and sometimes there is lots of water in the roof. So sometimes

um°Ve»-nthe-Sn°W fr0m the r00f before spring so we wonlt have drippinn. I am one of the 
people that has the pipe system that pours outside and when these pipes freeze I just took off the

rer,,.hhar“ t0 deal ",,h thls ”hen th<*  1» «Inter bee,use’ these elï, are
so low they freeze up with the snow on the qround and stay like that all winter. I tried to brino 
this up at the housing federation meetings. n

I would like to know if the Housing Corporation can set up those tanks which will be beside the
5 '  Sometmes »e hare difficult, with repairs so 1 world just like U  t“ be aware of tMt
problem we are encountering here in Clyde River. We are not satisfied with our house.

™ ‘E r Ne ("nr^oPred,r™arks V t e  «adeV 'Ге 'ИеГ'’ ‘"’ï Ж 1 ' ° К  fr”  дас,а| " ™ itt“

criioeUL00ShE 2 " IL00‘ (Tra.ns.lati°n) 1 would like to say again about the rent. Right now the rent 
t h a t 0П Individual's income which is 25 per cent and we have a lot of problems on 
' matter because I know I have to travel sometimes and when they see my gross pay they deduct 25 

B S f E V "  V i V  "?wever« 1 bave asked if that rent scale could be reducedandher! in the 
1 " ula to1d ,th,at we are РаУ1п<1 the same percentage of rent hut that is not true. We have
“  Si“Lted even bafore w<r îoved 1nt0 our houses and we were encouraged to move into a house hut 

then we had our own houses before and we were told that the rent scale would be very low So I
W6, are °n tbe same rent scale as the ^ e ra l Qovernmen^ I know th Г ; 0и wil

Îêíritorfi h. f f f f ' T  t U\  1 П  t 0  be aware of that; I ‘"Inn w  " ! h d
íhlrlí«ĩles Í sc e should be changed. However, the Dene and Inuit are the priority on
the employment list and I wanted to know why that matter is like that. Thank you. У

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you.
Members? Are there anymore presentations to be made?

MR. IVO K00T00K: (Translation) I have concerns, perhaps it was mentioned earlier hut beina an

the rent scale's П Is t h T r l e ĩ '  ï "  diffiq,,14  wifth th^ r  funds it is very hard to keep up with 
uehawA1 /nn eSh wISbha c1ear? We are not satisified as emnloyees why that rent scale is set and 
сгя?о ! H P?h t b6d he housing association on that matter and asked if they could reduce the rent 
rtĩfHr u  ? fhS-Whc T  are haV1ng Proble,T,s with that 'п our community. Our employer has some
rlnt’crlie Jr thS1r 1ипЬ1ГТ  bub thqn thev just have bo deduct some money off our checks and the rent scale has never been changed. That's all I have to say.

BefíîîA we(MÍ'pavPpUd1îhí: (TranslaUon) Questions from the special committee Members. Thank you.
ffîånH r 1  ’ was a pehS0P roin 8rúl,Rhton Island and we are not going to Broughton
Island. I was wondering if he could bring up his views on behalf of Broughton Island.

Any questions from the snecial committee
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MR. PANILOO: (Translation) I can say on behalf of Broughton Island...

'CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Do you own the community?

MR. PANILOO: (Translation) Yï s .

— Laughter

In Broughton Island we have great concerns about the matter of rent scales. I said earlier that 
the Individuals gross pay 1s deducted 25 per cent. When the rent scale goes very high the people 
who are working do not receive a lot of money and they are not satisfied with that. Also, the 
other matter Is that the housing association In Broughton Island does not receive edeguate 
funding. The board of directors In Broughton Island works very hard on policy making and 
regulations and they try to deal with the tenants when they are behind 1n their rent. They try to 
operate as efficiently as they should be but they cannot because of lack of funding. Also the 
board of directors have a mandate such as hunting but some of the board of directors go out hunting 
and they feel they should receive some money as honorarium because they have to Day for their 
rent.

And thirdly, the residents of Broughton Island are also concerned about the houses that are being 
built and the houses that are being built don't have enough windows and they have to pay a lot of 
money for the house and they use a lot of electricity to keep the houses bright. They have asked 
me to tell you that they are not satisfied with the rent because they have to nay for the 
electricity.

Also on the rehabs 1n Broughton Island, the rehabs are not built very good. When they are finished 
they increase the rent and space is very small 1n the rehabs so the Broughton Island people are not 
satisfied with that. Sometimes people are given a house which is not adequate with a large 
family so these are some of the concerns from Brouqhton Island. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any questions from the special committee Members? Are there
anymore presentations to be made?

MR. ELIJAH PALITUQ: (Translation) I am concerned about house paddings. 1 would like to see better
paddings because right now the paddings are poor and when spring comes there are streams along the 
houses and then building starts to fall apart. I am also concerned about when the houses start 
getting too old, they are not too good. I would like to ask the housing association to check the 
houses 1f there are repairs needed.

There is also a problem I would like to mention on the health hazards which was mentioned before 
and this is on the water that is just flowing out. Because when vou have to pay rent 1t 1s not 
very suitable to pay rent when the house is too drafty. I am staying in an older houses and there 
is a lot of repairs to be done on it and I am not too happy about payinq rent on a house that is 
not well built. That is all 1 have to present to you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any questions from the special committee? John.

MR. PSELEIE: You are saying that in some houses the waste water is allowed to just go out onto
the ground? I just wanted to get that clear, because I thouqht that all the Housing Corporation 
houses were suppose to have tanks put under the buildinos to get all this waste water into them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) I remember when we were In one community we used to put the waste
just outside and it never was a health hazard.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) The question was that this old water and the sewage since
they have running water now -- not all of the houses are like that yet some of them are just, the 
sewage is just going outside, is that the case?

Anymore questions from the special committee Members? Is there anymore speakers from the audience? 
Mrs. Lawrence.
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MRS. LAWRENCE: It has been brought to our attention about the southerners coming Into the North —
contractors and that putting pads in In the wintertime so that when spring comes 1t melted and 
shifted the housing. It surprises me because after building houses for a few years, you'd think 
they'd hove ar.ougli Sense Iú listen Lu the people or have tne local people involved because they are 
the ones staying In the houses. Even some of the nails and screws that are put in the wood they 
pop right up because the wood 1s not treated for cold weather.

I would just like to thank all of you for coming and bringing your views and concerns so that we 
can make a good recommendation to the Legislative Assembly when we sit again 1n November. I am 
really going to work very hard on U  to make sure that there is someone to follow up on these 
recommendations and we'll be maklnq so much noise that they will just have to listen to us and make 
s o w  changes. Mashl cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else who would like to speak before I speak? (Translation) I also 
would like to thank everybody for coming. We are sorry that we came here when spring is here and 
everybody wants to go out on the land. The concerns that you stated we will certainly work hard to 
try to Implement these suggestions and remember my colleaques want tu help very much and we are 
very happy to have these meetinqs. We are very happy that we were able to bring a special 
committee on housing which was brought up this last session.

I was first elected in 1975, since then I have been trying to deal with the Housing Corporation 
because I know they are very hard to deal with. Sometimes it Is impossible to get through to them 
so I thought perhaps if we went to each community and listened to the concerns of the people and 
collect these concerns. They have been recorded and we will make a report and when we make our 
recommendations I think they will listen to us more now in the future. It's impossible for 
anything to be right away but we will certainly work very hard on it. So, I would like to thank 
all of you for coming ove" to the meeting. We will probably see each other again sometime because 
I will be meeting here and there. I don't think we'll be back here regarding the housing 
situation. Thank you.

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

HOUSING ASSOCIATION OF PANGNIRTUN6, JUNE 11. 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Before we start I will introduce our colleagues. Ity name is
Ludy Pudluk, representative for High Arctic; second to me is Arnold McCallum from Slave River from 
Fort Smith Region, he is an elected MLA and is my co-chairman. Next person is Joe Arlooktoo,
elected Member for Baffin South; next person to me on my right Is Eliza Lawrence, Tu Nedhe from the 
West. The next person 1s Red Pedersen, elected Member for Kitikmeot West; John T'Seleie from 
Sahtu.

I understand that you have invited us in order to meet with us first. Please understand that you 
cannot ask us questions because we do not work for the Housing Corporation, we as the special 
committee on housing are just trying to help the people in the North. The questions that you ask 
will be written down and then in turn will ask the Housing Corporation.

We have alternate Members, there is Mike Ballantyne from Yellowknife; Michael Angottitauruq from 
Gjoa Haven; and the elected Member, Pauloosie Paniloo. You may now speak up on any concerns that 
you may have.

MR. J0ANA5IE MANIAPIK: (Translation) Our hamlet council consists of myself, the mayor; Tom Evic,
vice-mayor ; and five counsellors. There is a member who is absent because he is out on the land 
right now. We do not have a very large presentation at this time because we are not quite 
prepared. We knew that you were having public meetings so we thought we would just let the people 
speak instead of preparing presentations.

We have informed the people in Pangirturig that you were coming and told them that they cannot ask 
you questions and expect answers. We just informed them to give their concerns reqarding the 
Housing Corporation.

First of all my main concern before I let the others speak is regarding housing. We have many 
problems regarding housing, especially on very high rental scales. The houses that we live in are 
not furnished, and to my understanding they should be. We feel that the necessary housing Items,, 
such as fridges and stoves should be included in the housing because we have seen that the 
government staff houses are fully furnished when a tenant moves in. We feel that the Housing 
Corporation rentals housing should be the same, as far as having furnished housing.

Another concern we have is regarding the elders here in the community. I don't think that their 
rent should be so high because these elders are only getting pensions from the government. These 
are my main concerns that I have so I will now let my fellow colleagues give their concerns and 
presentations.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any questions from the Members of the special committee.
Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: Mr. Maniapik you said that there are fridges and stoves. Are these in the units
now?

MR. JOANASIE MANIAPIK: (Translation) Yes, those are the only two items that are in the units at
the present time.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Arlooktoo.



MR, ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) I would Hke to ask a question concerning the elders. The way that I
understand 1t, 1s that the elders should pay the minimum rent scale and here in this community do 
they have very high rental rates?

MR. JOANASIE MAN IAP IK : (Translation) Yes. I do not know if they are all paying the same but Ĩ
know that there are some of them who are paying a little less than $100. I know that if there are 
elders who are living with family members, the family members have to pay, v̂ iich is an increase In 
rent 1n that particular household.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) I would Hke to get further clarification. These elders usually have
a spouse and they also get a pension. Are you referring to these two elders or only one person 
without a spouse?

MR. JOANASIE MAN IAPIK: (Translation) Yes, I am referring to both householder and the spouse. When 
the Housing Corporation hold meetings we try to refer this subject on high rental costs for 
elders. I feel that this situation has to be changed.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any further presentations or auestions?
Mr. Tommy Ev1c.

MR. TOMMY EVIC: (Translation) My concern is that the Housing Corporation does not allow the
housing association enough fundings. The housing association has a hard time trying to qet 
fundings to try and do repairs In the community. If there was more funding available we would have 
more employment in the community. My concern is that not enough funding is be made available to 
the housing association from the Housing Corporation.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any further questions? Are there any more
concerns?

MR. JOANASIE MANIAPIK: (Translation) Another concern that I would like to bring up is regarding
the small buildings. We have brouqht this up to the Housing Corporation and we were told that 
these small buildings were not going to be used, but we are still living in these match boxes. We 
were told from the Housing Corporation that these buildings were going to be written off. We have 
been expecting this to happen, but what has been done is that these match boxes have been onlv 
renovated,

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions from the special committee? Mr. Pedersen.

MR, PEDERSEN: When you say that the match boxes have been only renovated and fixed up, are they 
reinsulating them -- rehabing them like the biqqer ones, or exactly what are they doing to them?

MR. JOANASIE MANIAPIK: (Translation) I do not know if they are being reinsulated, but 1 have seen
that these have been repaired. I do not know if they have had major repairs done, such as 
reinsulating.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Any further comments?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) I would like to make a supplementary comment on the housing
matter. I am wondering if you, the Special Committee on Housing will be aoinq to the houses to 
check them out just like the fire marshall, to see if they are safe to live in. We had reported 
some of our houses to the fire marshall, but nothing was done about it. We have contacted the 
Housing Corporation in regard to the unsafe houses.

Another concern is that there is not enough maintenance men at the housing association and some of 
the repairs that are being done are going along very slowly. Also in addition I have some concern 
on the old houses. There might be some health hazards involved in the old houses. I realize that 
the tenant Is responsible for that but perhaps in the future in the NWT the fire marshall's or any 
other organizations should inspect the houses and make recommendations of their own in buildinq 
better houses. If this was done I think that alot of houses would be written off.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I would just like for you to be made aware that since we are
visiting each community, I would appreciate if you would bring up your concerns and then we the 
special committee will make recommendations.
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A SPEAKER (Male): The match box houses were supposed to be written off long time ago. In
Pangnlrtung people do not want then anymore. Did you say you want new houses and want to write off 
the match box house»;?

A SPEAKER (Male): Yes, because these match box houses are too small for one Individual. They
would be just a place to sleep, you cannot live 1n them, they are too small. It 1s worse now 
because more and more families are using Into a match box house. Perhaps there could be bigger 
houses made. These match boxes seem to be just one big room, perhaps more two bedroom houses could 
be built. That would be my personal view.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions? Mr. Maniaplk.

MR. JOANSIE MANIAPIK: I would Hke to make a brief comment regarding the housing association here
1n Pangnlrtung. The Housing Corporation are not giving the housing association much power. I feel 
that each association 1n the community should have more power. I would prefer to see this special 
committee talk to the Housing Corporation about this. People are not satisfied with this fact. I 
would Hke to welcome you here and I am glad to see you made 1t all the way up here. I believe 
this committee will help us. We do have a lot of comments to made. The major concerns will be 
brought up at the public hearing. The main point I wanted to say 1s that the housing associations 
have no power at all and when the Housing Corporation comes to town they don't always have meetings 
with the association. That should be one of the recommendations that the Housing Corporation does 
not hold public meetings. Also the Housing Corporation 1s very slow In handing out funds to fix 
the pads. Thank you.

MR. McCALLUM: When you say the housing association should have more power »- what kinds of things
should they be able to do? What kind of power are you talking about?

MR. JOANSIE MANIAPIK: I am very conceited that Is community does not have control over their
houses. The Housing Corporation is the main body controllino the communities. It seems that the 
association here should make policies or by-laws of their own, at the community level. Sometimes 
we hear that the Housing Corporation does not approve anything -- I know that the association Is 
capable of making by-laws at the community level. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: We have heard this same concern in every community, that the housing associations do
not have enough power. 1 hope you will all be at the public meeting because we will bring 1t no 
again there. There is a desire to have input into the design of houses, both on the outside and 
inside. There has also been a desire in the other communities for better ODportunity for local 
contractors to get the work on the new houses and the rehabs, or if they don't qet it, the
contractors should be hiring local people to do the work. These have been concerns in the other
communities and I will raise it again at the public meeting to get some view on it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more remarks.

A SPEAKER (Male): Thank you Mr. Chairman. In this community the housing association Is getting
more houses, right now the housing association is getting behind in their maintenance work. Right 
now the housing association has 200 houses as their responsibility. I think the special committee 
should consult the Housing Association and we would like to know the funding available to us. 
Because of so few maintenance people, it is very hard to keep up with the maintenance. I know we 
will be receiving more houses and there will be funding problems.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions from the special committee Members. Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: You said the housing association looks after just over 200 houses?

A SPEAKER (Male): I think there are a little over 200. We have been consulted by letter that
there are 150 houses and the Housing Corporation sent this letter. Perhaps we can consult with the
housing associations in each community to see if our manual i.s correct or not.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions regarding this matter. Do you have any more presentations.
Mr. Maniapik.
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MR. MANIAPIK: (Translation) I do not want, you to get confused, I think there are around 150 that
belongs to the housing association and together with government staff housing, I think 1t is around 
200. I think that the number you have 1n your manual is probably correct.

A SPEAKER (Male): Are they maintained by the housing association?

MR. MANIAPIK: (Translation): No, I think there are 150 not 200. If you put all the houses
together 1n Pangnirtung I think there are around 200.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation): Any more comments? Mr. Manlaplk.

MR. MANIAPIK: The older people do not have good housing, convenient houses. The old houses do not 
have running water. The older people have to carry water. It 1s very Important that the older 
people have running water. I hope to have them fixed In two months.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any comments.

A SPEAKER (Male): I just want to add to what Joanasle said. The handicapped and older people are 
starting to get running water. We are lacking houses in Pangnirtung and we have to put older 
people in single houses and they cannot help themselves too much. They should be In a houses where 
they do not have to do much work. If the match boxes were written off, It would be a lot better so 
the other houses would be rehabbed. They should be thrown away.

MR. PEDERSEN: I saw some what looks like winter tents on the beach. Have they been used this
winter?

A SPEAKER (Male): Are you talking about the huts?

MR. PEDERSEN: They look like tents with canvas on the outside. They look like huts, I do not know 
what 1s Inside them.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) They are occupied all year around because these people do not have 
зпу place to go. They look like tents but they are huts. Perhaps we could qo and see one when we 
have finsished this meeting.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are there any further ouestions from the special committee? Mr. Maniaplk.

MR. MANIAPIK: (Translation) I would like very much for you to come and see the huts because there
are seven families that occupy them, but two families are out hunting right now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any further comments.

MR. PAULOOSIE PAN ILOO: (Translation) When I talk about my constituency needing houses, I want you
to believe me. I do not want to talk too much because ! will talk at the public meeting tonight.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any comments? Joanasie.

MR. MANIAPIK: I just want to say thank you. We will meet with you again tonight. We thank you
very much for having this brief meeting. We will come tonight.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I would just like to say thank you for inviting us. It is very Important that we
hear your views and concerns so we can make good recommendations in the fall when we are sitting. 
So I would encourage everyone to come out tonight and state your concerns. Mashi cho.

A SPEAKER (Male): I just want to thank the Special Committee on Housing. There is a lot of people 
anxious to meet with you and I am sure they will speak up about houses. I cannot say too much 
about Housing Corporation houses because I live in government staff houses, so I do not want to go 
into that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any further comments. If you want to speak again tonight, feel free to do
so. It is good when people start speaking up. The meeting is adjourned.

— ADJOURNMENT
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CONTINUATION OF HOUSING ASSOCIATION MEETING IN PANGNIRTUNG

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) My name Is Ludy Pudluk. I am the chalnnan and I am from
Resolute Bay. Arnold McCallum 1s the associate chairman from the Fort Smith Region and Just behind 
me 1s Joe Arlooktoo representing Baffin South, beside M m  Is John ĩ'Selele from Western Arctic. On 
my right 1s Eliza Lawrence from the West also, and the last one 1s Red Pedersen from K1t1kmeot 
West. Red will know a lot of older people here 1n Pangnlrtunq, I don't know 1f he knows the 
younger ones.

There 1s a mistake in the brochure with Joe Arlooktoo and Eliza Lawrence names are switched 
around. Joe use to be a nurse...

---Laughter

I would like to thank you for meeting with us first before we have the public meetinq. We have 
been meeting with the housing association in some settlements and Its going very well. I want you 
to know that we are not from the Housing Corporation nor do we represent the Houslnq Corporation. 
If you have some questions we will not be able to answer them directly but 1f you have some 
questions you want to direct to the Housing Corporation we could give 1t to them. And also, when 
you are speaking be aware that you are being taped. We will definitely keep the concerns that you 
have.

Anybody else from the special committee that would like to make an opening remark?
Besides that we are not working for the Housing Corporation and we are not working for the 
gc-'/eriment, we are just representatives of the people. Just like Pauloosle 1s your representative 
so we are working just for you guys not for government so the concerns that you have will help us 
in making solid recommendations. So anybody could start the meeting now.

MR. MANASA EVIC: (Translation) I will Introduce you to the Members. Johnny Mike, my
vice-chairman, Joshua Akulujuk, one of the board members, Amoosle Arnaqaq who 1s also a member, 
Seeiree Angmarlik is also a member. Myself, I am the chairman of the housing association, Manasa 
Evic Our secretary manager, Ooleepa K.llabuk and a member, Mosesie Nowdlak and Mosesee Qapplk. 
These are the members of the housinq association from Pangnirturiq.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) You can say your concerns to us now. When you finish talklna
you will be asked some questions if there is any ouestions arising and would you talk a little bit 
slower so that the interpreters can keep up.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) The first thing that we want to talk about is the funding. We
have to go through the Housing Corporation in Frobisher, the headquarters for the Housing 
Corporation, we are not too satisfied with them right now because they qive us funding that Is not
enough. The fundinq they give to the communities is never enough. They don't seem to think about
the high cost of living that arises each year and in our community there is always things to be 
done but we never have any money to work with. I think one of the members could elaborate on that 
a bit more.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) This has been causinq a lot of problems with us -- the funding
part, because money is the only one that is running the community and there is going to be more 
jobs provided but when there is no funding it is hard and the houses that belong to the Housing 
Corporation we cannot maintain and fix up properly because of lack of funding. The Housing 
Corporation just gave the communities funding and they don't seem to think about the 
problems that are 1n the communities and for these reasons the fundinq is not adequate. We are
going to need your help to try to -- they shouldn't just qive the communities money, they should
make the funding for a whole year and give the members more power to do some work because the 
Housing Corporation and the government officials should try to keep in mind the problems 1n the 
community when they are allocating funds. In this area, this is causing problems 1n the community 
because we cannot do any work we want and that's pretty well what I have to say. Thank you.



MR. T'SFIFIF: ue've heard the сгг.с type of coik.«i n*, from otner communities we have visited and
especially around funding for housing associations and other kinds of problems we heard «bout were
problems about the slowness of the district office 1n Frobisher to take care of houslrg. One of
the things we are going to have to look at Is how this whole situation can be improved and my
question 1s whether or not you think the decisions have to be made 1n Yellowknife or should the 
Housing Corporation be divided Into an east and a west and whether or not that 1s golnq to Improve 
the relationship with the district office? '

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Can anybody answer that?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) I am just starting to learn about these problems and it's obvious
the Housing Corporation Is not doing too well and we have to know where the problem Is coming
from. They are running too many things In the community even vtfien they know there is a lack of
funding. I think there could be Improvements in that area, In the area mentioned about dividing
the Housing Corporation to east and west. I think there should be one in Inis area because 1t
would improve the funding that is allocated to the communities. We are never given any Information 
as to how much the Housing Corporation gets 1n Frobisher that will be going to the communities In 
the Baffin area. They have never told us their operating costs for a whole year, whether they have 
a surplus at the end of the year or If they lack funds. We have never heard anything about this.
I think we should have better communication between the communities and the Housing Corporation 
regional headquarters because this would improve the relationship between the two bodies.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: Thank you. My question Is first of all regardina funding. Do they involve the
community when they are doing the budqet or is it just the Housing Corporation that decides? Are 
you consulted on this budgeting?

MS OQLEEPA KILABUK: In June we are asked to prepare for next years budget. We are asked to send 
this 1n, but when they give us the money they do not even ask us any questions, they ,iust hand us 
the money without any consultations regardfnq the budqet. They budqet we prepare Is always 
decreased.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: How long have you been there?

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: 1 started in 1981.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any further questions. Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: As a housing association you do not receive enough funding for your operation. Has 
the Housing Corporation ever increased the budqet. Do they q1ve you limited funding? If you 
Increase the rent on the houses will they increase the funding that they give you? Have they ever

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any questions from the special committee? John.

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: I have never been informed about the costs on rents. We are receiving very
limited funds. Because the people are paying little rent, we are receiving a limited budaet.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: Can you tell me what your grant 1s now from the corporation for a whole year?

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: The operational grant for the housing association for employees 1s $131,900.
Also for office salaries and other materials 1s $80,100. However the emoloyees salaries were too 
small and we had to take some off from our sealift order and we had to lay off one of our employees 
because of lack of funding.
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MSOOLECPA KILABUK: It Is different every month. The largest we have received this year Is
518,000 for rent. The housing corporation has Indicated that they have received $14,000.

MR. McCALLUM: A year or per month?

MS 00LEEPA KILABUK: Monthly rate.

MR. McCALLUM: How many housing units do you have on your Inventory?

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: It was 150 at the beginning of the year but there were fires In two bulldlnqs
so there are presently only 148. *

MR. McCALLUM: I guess you average approximately $170,000 to $180,000 a year.

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: Yes.

MR. McCALLUM: So that averages out to a little more than $1000 per unit for rent for a year

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Ms Metuk.

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: The person who was askinq the question. Do you know if we are alven limited
amounts of money because of the fact that the rental system Is too low?

MR. McCALLUM: I am not too sure If that is the reason, but it Is my understanding that the amount 
of money you have more maintenance Is dependent upon the amount of rent that is taken In the 
community for a year and the grant you would receive from the Housing Corporation 1s supposed to 
look after the employees and administration. As you Increase the amount of units vou have 
obviously you need more people to do the maintenance but it should increase the amount of"rent as 
well. There have been a number of housing starts in the community over the last few years, quite a 
few new ones, and I know 1t depends on how much money people make. From what I can understand, if 
you require more funding for maintenance work, it has to come from the total amount of the 
corporation money. That gets a little more difficult.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): We do not want to answer questions. We are here to listen to your
concerns. You are to use this committee as a channel and we will approach the Housinq Corporation 
on your behalf. Any more questions? и

A SPEAKER (Male): While we are on the budget item. In the Baffin Region we never see how much 
money has been used. We do not know how much the Housing Corporation uses. There is very limited 
consultation with the communities, such as 1n Sanikiluaq or Arctic Bay, we cannot compare which one 
uses more money. The communications are poor and we do not know where the money is going. Usinq 
Arctic Bay fer an example, they have three or four employees even though there are fewer 
bulidlnqs. However in Pangnirtung there are a lot more buildings and t'here are only four 
employees, and next year there are going to be over 160 units. Each person will have 40 buildinqs 
as their responsibility. For that reason we want to know how we can increase our елрТоуееэ -- 
maintenance men. There is no money and we cannot hire the people we need. It seems that some 
communities have money that they do not need. It would be better if we had better communities, 
m e  Housing Corporation should let us know how much money they are giving out in the Baffin Reqion 
and how much each community is given per year. This would be a very important communication! It 
wou.d improve the system if we had better communication with the Housinq Corporation. We do not 
know how the money is spent in the region.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: The budgets you are talking about, are they not discussed when you qo to the Baffin
Housing Federation meetings? 9

A SPEAKER (Male): I have never been to the meetings. Maybe our chairman can give you an answer on
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MR. PEOERSEN: Just so I can relate 1t to government wages, do you know offhand what you pay your 
top maintenance person, for Instance?

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: (Translation) The foreman of the housing association 1s receiving $28,500.

MR. PEDERSEN: And the other maintenance people?

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: (Translation) One of the higher ones Is making $11.41 per hour.

MR. PEDERSEN: And that's it, there are no additional benefits? Not to embarrass you, but yourself 
as secretary manager, what is your salary?

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: It Is $25,500.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more questions?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) I don't think I have any more comments to make on the budqet.
Titerre should be a solution to this budget problem and we should consider it deeply. I know you 
will be making recommendations and there should be much consideration regarding the budqet.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anything else?

A SPEAKER (Male): I think the secretary managers In the communities should be included in
preparing the budget. That would give us a lot more breathing room.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anymore questions from the special committee?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) We have been telling the Housing Corporation our problems even
though it Is very hard to get things from them. We have been saying that the housinq association 
employees salaries -- the Housing Corporation always knows the salaries, and sometimes there is not 
enough money for the employees. It is not adequatley written down. Without any deductions, when
the cost of living 1s so high, the money that goes for rent -- we will talk about that later.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I do not have a copy of the agenda. Are you on number one? Yes. Are
there anymore comments on that topic regarding budget. Perhaps we can move onto number two.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) A lot of people owe money for income tax at the end of the year
and the money paid for rent is written down, so we have been having a problem with that. We never 
received any material when we are doing up our income taxes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are you trying to say that when they are doing the budget
they do not consider the income tax paying system.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Yes, that is what I am trying to say. For the annual budqet, a
persons salary is already calculated for a whole year and this rental scale system is based on the 
whole years salary and at the end of the year it is usually different, when we have to pay income 
tax. They do not consider those other payments we have to make on top of the rent.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk); Mr. Pauloosie Paniloo.

MR. PANILOO: I would like to comment on that. This concern you are hearing now, this is how the
housing association is operating now, they are under the Housing Corporation now and we are not 
satisfied because the salary for the employee -- they take out the 25 per cent when they forecast
what that person will be making for one year. I would like the rental scale to be determined after
the income tax and all the other necessary deductions are taken off.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I understand now. Mr. McCall urn.

MR. McCALLUM: What you are saying, is what you are told you are going to receive as a salary and
what you take home are not the same thing. You are talking about gross salary as opposed to the 
net. I said before that rent should be based on a net salary, that has been indicated to the 
government before. That is a point we should talk about, whether anything will be done about it -- 
I do not know. I do not think we can do anything about income tax, but certainly on rent because 
it is based on the gross salary.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are there any more comments. Mr. Pedersen.
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MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) I would like to get some clarification. The people of Panqnlrtung,
t.hpir fønt’ r a i r y i b e f o r e  their root is tskeo off or 2ftor. Do thcv check throoíjh ^hc coop

how much people are making? I think in some communities in the Baffin Region, their rent is based 
after income tax 1s taken off and they use the system of checking through a persons salary through 
The Bay or the coop.

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: (Translation) We base it upon the calculation of the Housing Corporation
whose policy states that before deductions are taken off, 25 per cent of the salary qoes into 
rent. We have to use that policy and also the income tax forms have to go to Frobisher and the 
rent 1s based before deductions. Also allowances are taken off from the rent. We are using the
1982 system and the cost of living 1s not even considered.

MR. McCALLUM: What rental scale are you on? There are six different categories, which one are you
in?

MS OOLEEPA KILA8UK: (Translation) At present we are using number five.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any further questions? Any more concerns on the rent?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) We have had a problem with this rental scale. The problem we come 
across is using it for temporary employees. There are a lot of unemployed people and after you 
start working for six months, it takes six months to get U1C, unemployment. So it causes problems 
with the people who are working because they have to pay 25 per cent of the salary that they 
receive. It takes so long to get UIC. I think the rent should be started after six months. There 
are a lot of people unemployed who could work. We have seen this situation last year. Some had to 
quit their jobs because of the rental systems. We want something to encouraqe employment for 
temporary workers.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions or comments? Further presentations on number two?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. If a person is makinq $400 a month and
they have to deduct 25 per cent for rent, that is unfair for people, especially for a household and 
spouse. This scale should not be used. If you take 25 per cent from $400, you will be taking home 
a small amount. This rental scale is a problem. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. I also have a question. People staying in
Housing Corporation buildings, some have very large families. If a man and his wife both start
working, they will base the rent on the two salaries if they are in one building, however if a
government employee is working, only one person is allowed to pay rent, even though there is more 
than one employee. How do you feel about this situation?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) If my children are working we have to include their salary when
the rent is calculated. I totally disagree with this. If one of our children starts work, our
rent increases. Our children cannot help to pay for the rent, it is their earninqs and it is up to
them to use their money on whatever they want.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any further comment on that? Mr. Evik.

MR. MANASIE EVIK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We have to use a 1981 policy. At that
time it cost five dollars for something that we now pay $10 for. You should tell the Housing 
Corporation that the cost of living is increasing very rapidly here and they should consider that..

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Agenda item two, concerning rent scale system. Any more
comments? Number three, new houses,

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) This item was written about the new buildings. They are not
furnished, they do not even have kitchen tables, dryers, beds. The reason we want to bring this 
subject up is that the people who are not married and who cannot qet help from a family member, the 
costs of these are very high at the store, especially if there is only one person to purchase these 
necessary items. It is impossible to try and buy these for the new houses. Some of my colleagues 
can make supplementary comments on my remarks.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Arlooktoo.
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MR. PEDERSEN: I have some comments on the design of new houses, whether they are adequate 1n size,
1s there enough storage space. We have had a lot of comments 1n other communities, some comments 
about windows, storage space, bedroom sizes, etc. I would like some comments on whether the design 
Is adequate.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Can someone answer that question? Mr. Manasle Ev<k.

MR. MANASIE EVIK: (Translation) We are never Involved 1n the design, only after the new houses
are built can we see those designs. We would like to have Input, because we know there are some 
mistakes.

MR. PEDERSEN: I would like to go a little further on It. In one or two of the other communities 
we had a lot of comments from women in the audience who felt that they should have some input 1n 
the design of houses. The kitchen for instance did not have enough cupboard space, there was not 
enough places for the kids of play, places or sew and places for storage. In other places In the 
Baffin Region, we seemed to get the impression that people would like to see the regional housing 
federation have some input In a design committee for new houses. It was suggested that perhaps 
someone from the Baffin Woman's Association -- that there should be Input from various sources. 
Would that perhaps be a good idea?

MR. MANASIE EVIK: (Translation) I think it would be a lot better for us to include and consult
the community residents. I would be satisfied if they could take part in the design decision.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more questions from the special committee. Any more remarks on Item
three? Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: I would like to know who builds the new houses in Pangnirtung. Do you have a local
contractor or is 1t a contractor from outside the community?

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: People who do the contracts are from southern Canada. However when there was
rehabs being done, an individual from here was awarded the contract. To m.y understanding that was 
the only time.

MR. PEDERSEN: When the contractors come from down South, we have heard in other communities that
they do not hire enough local people. How is it in Pangnirtung?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Manasie Evik.

MR. MANASIE EVIK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Presently in Pangnirtung, we all know
that there is an assistant program and right now we know there are no local people people hired for 
those constructions. We would be satisified if local people were hired for contracts. Also there 
was a training program held, but then that training proqram faded. I think 1t was the Housing 
Corporation that did not like the idea because it cost too much money.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions on new houses. Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: There has been talk about senior citizens or elders of the community, does the
association feel there should be a senior citizens home. If they want to stay with their own 
people they can, but if they don't want to, and there is nobody there with them, do you think there 
should be a senior citizens home?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Manasie Evik.

MR. MANASIE EVIK: (Translation) A lot of consideration should be given to this. We know that a
lot of cider people are not satisifed. We should give it a lot of thought and they should feel 
comfortable. The older people are not satisfied with their houses, but I am not sure of how we 
could solve this problem. I would like to see a home for the older people. Perhaps some of my 
colleagues have something to say.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) I would support a home for older people in this community. Some
older people need help from the younger people and if they had a comfortable home, this would also 
bring employment, if there was a home for older people.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Further discussion on new houses, item three. Mr. Pedersen.
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MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank-you Mr. Chairman. In our visits to the communities there was another bia
roncern in- that was with c o h íLi uuling new nomes, iney supplies are shipped in the fall and they 
put the padding in 1n the wintertime, so when the spring comes the houses shift and there are a lot 
of leaks and things like that. I wonder if anyone has experienced that problem 1n this community.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Manasie Evik.

MR. MANAS IE EVIK: (Translation) Thank you Mr. Chairman. Th. иа is not a very big problen with this 
right now because the houses are right down to the permafrost. When the materials come In in the 
fall, we would rather see the construction start In the spring.

A SPEAKER (Male). (Translation) Construction takes place here in the winter and we never see it 
1n the summer. 1 have seen a problem with that. When the construction is in the late fall the 
constractors leave a lot of waste behind. The snow falls and the materials are layinq around but 
since we went to piles, we do not have much of a problem now.

Ai*uEfüER (Translation) Right now we are using piles to the perma frost and we are happy
with them. Construction 1n the winter used to be a problem when we used oaddlnqs, the houses were 
falling apart. I would be satisfied if the houses are bu4t right away 1n the fall.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more comments on new houses?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) I have a comment on older houses which were made in 1982. The
Insulation is good, but when we have bad weather we have problems with the porches. There is not 
enough closets In the houses. Perhaps you can consider this.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) We want to hear any concerns that you have because this is
what we are here for. Any more comments on new houses?

A SPEAKER (Male): At present the houses that are shipped, the gvprock is not adequate. The walls 
could be easily broken by kids because they are made of bad material. This should be changed. We 
are not told what kind of houses are being shipped in, there should be more consultation on that 
regard. The gyprock is so thin, it could easily start on fire and we would like to prevent fire.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pualuk): Any more comments regarding new houses. Mrs. Lawrence.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. T'Seleie.

MR. T SELEIE: I would like to know whan the last time was that Pangnirtunq got new houses when
they got them and when they expect to get more.

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: (Translation) The last houses we received were in 1982, there were six new
houses then. This year w° have been told that 15 new houses will be coming in.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pauloosie Paniloo.

MR. PANILOO: (Translation) There were qoinq to be only 10 houses, we had to ask for more so they
added five more houses, so there will be 15.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) How many applications do you have from people on waitinq lists
that need houses?

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: (Translation) For those who have no houses at all and for the younqer people 
if weput the totals together we need around 30 houses. '

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Paniloo.

MR. PANILOO: (Translation) This year there will be more people who need houses so we thought that
maybe 50 was adequate. There are a lot of people in the community who need houses and they cannot 
get them right now. J

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pedersen:

MR. PEDERSEN: Could you tell me what kind of houses these 15 new houses are? Are they three
bedroom or four bedroom?



HS OOLEEPA KILABUK: (Translation): We were goino to originally get 10 houses and they were all
going to have three bedroom, but there will be five houses with four bedrooms.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pud 1uk): Thank you, any more comments on new houses? Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Have, you seen the designs for the new houses? Do you know what they are going to
look like?

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: (Translation) We have received the blueprints, they are going to be the same
as what Broughton has -- A-frame.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any further comments on new houses?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Thank you Mr. Chairman. My comments will be brief. Since the
houses now have steel foundations. Will there be duplexes. The steel foundations should be closer 
together. The houses we are now living 1n, the steel foundations are too wide apart and the middle 
of the houses are sagging. If the piles are close together there will be no problems.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) There is not too many new houses, so I do not have too much to
say on that Item. People renting from the housing association who work for the government, whether 
territorial or federal, there should be some staff houses. As a board we feel this would solve 
some of the problems if the government would supply houses to their employees. There are some 
people who have worked for the government for a long time, they do not have staff houses, If they 
did, this would ease the problem of housing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: I have two comments. One on the government employees in public housinq. We were
provided the number of territorial employees in public housing sometime last winter. I do not 
remember exactly but I know it was more than 250 units across the NWT. The blqqest single 
community was Frobisher Bay, they had more government employees in public housing than any other 
community.

The other comment I would like to make was on the steel pipe foundation. The other communities we 
have gone to and seen the type of houses that you will be getting this summer, they are not on 
steel pipe foundations, they are on gravel paddings with wooden blocks underneath. So I do not 
know if the plans you have seen are that they will be on steel pipe foundations because they are 
not, in the other communities.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Ms Ooleepa Kilabuk.

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: I just want to say that right now they are just fixing the padding foundations
and they are steel.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any more discussion on the new houses. Mr. Joanasle
Maniapik.

MR. JOANASIE MANIAPIK: (Translation) Thank you. The concerns of the other people is that the
younger people do not have enough houses available to them. This is a concern of the whole 
Territories. There are single parents that should be considered too because sometimes they have to 
live with their parents, there definitely has to be houses for couples as well as single parents 
because this could create problems in the home. I don't think there has ever been any houses for 
single people and for couples that are just married and we feel there should be houses for these 
people. Perhaps even apartment buildings built for younqer people. Thank you.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Some of us are not well off, or some children whose relatives
have died and there is no one to take care of them, when there supporters are qone -- I am sure 
this will be happening. So there should be more houses that have one or two bedrooms for the 
younqer people. I think these buildings should be considered for the future, because we need a lot 
of houses for the younger people.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you very much. Mr. Pedersen.



MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you Mr. Chairman. Just to repeat what you said earlier, everything that 1s 
being said here is being recorded and when the transcript of it 1s made, the Housing Corporation 
will also get a copy of what is being said. They will see your comments about single, bachelor
and two hedrnnm unite 
SO far. But tice Housing Corporation has been building them for some years in other parts of the 
NWT, in Coppermine, in the Kitekmeot Region for example, we have had fourplexes, four units stuck 
together, bachelor units. I think the first ones were built about five or six years ago and this. . , ----  ------- years ago
year there are quite a few long buildings with seven one-bedroom units stuck toqether and a 
bedroom unit on the end of the unit. '

s
three

J „ So yotir comments on the need tor these units will be recorded
and the Housing Corporation will see them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Manasie E’vik.

MR. MANASIE EVIh: (Translation) We really have to push the Housing Corporation on some of our
requests. For example to get some new houses and also concerning the budget. This subject was 
probably already mentioned but we really want the communities to be consulted when they are 
preparing the budget, because they communities usually know how much money they will need and the 
Housing Corporation usually know how much they use in one year but they do not consider all the 
rising costs each year.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I do not think there is anymore on new houses. Item four,
lack of correspondence from the Housing Corporation.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Thank you Mr. Chairman. The Housing Corporation does not consult
the communities enough as to what is available, such as money to purchase refriqerators and 
stoves. The associations are not informed. We just heard last month, and personally I have been 
on the board of directors for four years, and the Housing Corporation apparently has money to 
purchase new appliances if these break down.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions from the special committee. Mr. T'Seleie.

MR. T SELEIE: Thank you Mr. Chairman. I would like to know how many years the Housing Corporation
has been involved with Pangnirtung. When did they start building houses?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) In 1974 they start building houses. That is when thev started to
increase the rents.

MR. T'SELEIE: Since the Housing Corporation started to build houses did they ever have information 
meetinqs where they give people information, soinethinq like workshops to explain their nolicies, 
their rules, that kind of thing.

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: (Translation) my understanding the directors in other communities are
trained, especially the new board of directors. We have renuested a workshop here in Pangnirtung 
because they board of directors have a lot of responsibility in the community. They have been here 
once and this was not too effective. The board of directors probably did not learn from that
short workshop, but perhaps some of the other people on the hoard can answer that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Joanasie Maniapik.

MR. JOANASIE MANIAPIK: (Translation) Thank you Mr. Chairman. We have requested a workshop
because we have some difficult responsibilities. Maybe we think if we learn too much -- hut we
have requested it and never got it.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I think I agree with what this gentleman just said about us learning too fast. In
other communities they seem to have a lot of problems with contractors coming in and building
homes. They have been at it for a very long time but they still have not learned to put up proper
houses to meet our needs. They are fallinq apart on us, no space for storage, no room for sewing
for the ladies, no closet space or shelves. It seems that the southerners take longer to train
than it is for us to teach us. We learn very fast, adapt very quickly.

John T Seleie pretty well touched on the Question I was goinq to ask, how often do you communicate 
with the district office in Frobisher Bay?



A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) We have asked them to come here but they cannot come to train us.
Even if they do come to the community there is a communication barrier.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Joanasie Maniapik.

MR. JOANASIE MANIAPIK: (Translation) You probably understand that there is a M g  communication
barrier between the corporation arid us since you started this meeting. We have identified that 
there is not enough budget information available from different communities, that is one problem on 
communication. Also in the design of the building there is another problem in communication
regarding consulting us on this. Even though we do not aqree with the design, they are still being 
used in our community. We even try and ask the district manager to a w e  here, he just refuses to 
arrive here. Sometimes it seems that they are afraid of the communities because there are
different activities in each communities and we would like to hear from the corporation how the 
communication is from other communities. That is why we have that agenda item.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions from the special committee? Any presentations or comments on
item four, lack of correspondence from the corporation? Ooieepa Kilabuk.

MS OOLEEPA KILABUK: (Translation) Sometimes we have our project person end we have difficulty
communicating with them and they seem to be on vacation all the time. We need a lot of
assistance. I would like some more support so if there is a major project the housing association 
does not have enough power. We never1 receive any correspondence from the Housinq Corporation on 
how we should deal with the project and that causes a lot of problems. If we could get some more 
workshops or training programs I would be satisfied. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more comments. If not, is there any other business arising from the
agenda. Also I would like to ask you, the older housing that are bein, rehabed. How do they
construct them, from the inside or the outside? Mr. Manasie Evik.

MR. MANASIE EVIK: (Translation) Thank you Mr. Chairman. Presently, in the summer, the réhabs
were done from the exterior. When it is done from the interior there is not enouqh space, so the 
exterior is better. The tenants have also said that they should be rehabed from the outside. •

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more comments from the special committee or the housing association?
We will have a public meeting tonight and you will have an opportunity to ask ouestions. The 
public hearing will be open to anybody. We will adjourn only after everybody has brought up their 
concerns. We are here to do a public hearinq. So if there are no more comments we will be back 
here at 7:00 P.M. Thank you.

I would also like to thank you for coming here and I know you will be able to make it tonight for, 
the public hearing and I am glad to make it with you.

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMUTEE ON HOUSING 

PANGNIRTUNG, JUNE 11. 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Before the meetinq the minister of Pond Inlet will say a
prayer. Please move to the table. y

— Prayer

Our Special Committee on Housing consists of six MLAs and four alternate MLAs. We were appointed 
on February 1984, we will be reviewing the operation of the Housinq Corporation and I will be 
introducing the Members to you. I am Ludy Pudluk from Resolute Bay,the elected Member for the HIqh 
Arctic. The person next to my on my left is Arnold McCallum, the elected Member for the Fort Smltf 
Region. The next person Is Joe Arlooktoo, the elected Member for Baffin South representing Cape 
Dorset and Lake Harbour. Also, another person John T'Seleie from the Western Arctic along the 
tree Une. On my right is Eliza Lawrence who 1s also from past the tree Une. Next to her Is Red 
Pedersen from Coppermine, representing Kitlkmeot.

Also we have Joanassle Akuinalik, an Interpreter who is from Clyde River and the next one Is 
Jaypote Akeegoak from Grise Fiord, and the closest one is Mai ley Curley from Frobisher Bay. We 
also have support staff, Ms Penny Aumond standing over there. Also we have some alternative 
Members which I mentioned earlier. One is Mike Ballantyne representing Yellowknife and he is 
sitting at the back, and Michael Anqottitauruq who is from Gjoa Haven, if any one of the reqular 
Members of the committee is unable to attend then these would be the alternates.

We wish to thank the hamlet council for inviting this special committee to hold a public meetinq 
We will be holding meetinas in 10 communities in the Raffin Region and after six months we will 
have visited 40 communities so we will be reviewing the Housinq Corporation. We will he makino a 
report to the Members of the Legislative Assembly and make recommendations on the operation of the 
Housing Corporation and we are hoping that these changes will be suitable for housinq in the 
communities and these recommendations will be based on your concerns. We cannot make any promises 
on changes yet until we have revieweo the operation and the budget system. Our mandate is to make 
the changes effectively and correctly and we will try to base our changes on vour problems and 
concerns. We wish to hear your concerns and make recommendations if necessary, ' There will be a 
western representative speaking on behalf of the reqion and we wish to hear your community's 
concerns too. We want to find out how the Housing Corporation and the housing association are 
working together. If you wish to speak please come forwaru to the microphone in front and state 
your name when you come to the table as we are recording your concerns. There will be simultaneous 
interpretation. There will be a transciption of the hearings produced. Copies will be sent to the 
Housing Corporation in Yellowknife and Frobisher Bay and the community will also receive a copy of 
the transcript.

We are not working for the Housing Corporation but for you the people who have elected us. It is 
our responsibility as MLAs to look after the whole NWT not just each community. If there are some 
problems with housing it is up to you to come forward to present your concerns. One of the western 
MLAs would like to speak. Eliza Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to thank the community for inviting
us. It is very important that you bring us your views and concerns so that we can make qood 
recommmendations to the Assembly at the next sitting which will be in November. I would like to 
encourage the ladies as well to come and speak because in our travels I notice in some new homes 
that are being built they have very limited storaqe room and some have no storage room at all or 
closets or shelves. There is no place for the ladies to do some sewing. That has been brought
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to шу attention as well. This problem of limited space 1s one I saw for myself. As Ludy has said 
•e do not work for the Housing Corporation, we are all elected Members and hopefully any views and 
concerns that you bring up will be considered seriously 1n our recommendations. In my area we have 
« little different problem but some ore similar to yours. We liàvc 0 lot lu build humes un and we 
encourage people to use those lots and build their own homes. When the housing came 1n, that
changed some too as well because they encouraged the people to move Into the houses that the 
government built for them and destroy their old homes. And now the rent is very high and 1s 
getting out of their reach, some of them are experiencing a lot of problems. For that reason when 
Ludy made the motion last winter, I seconded the motion to establish the special committee on 
housing. It is very important that we hear your concerns and views tonight. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. I would like you to be aware that anyone of the
public 1s welcome to give their views, male or female. We will not judge you by your looks. We 
will have another MLA speak. From the Western Arctic, Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would simply like to Indicate that we all represent, on
this committee, different parts of the NWT, the East as well as the West, and some places 1n the 
North and even further down into the tree area. We seriously want to hear what you feel about, 
housing that we could help you try to bring about. I am very pleased to be here again 1n 
Pangnirtung. I appreciate the hospitality that has been given to us by the present Member who 
represents this constituency, Pauloosie Panlloo, and also your former MLA, who I worked with, 
Ipeelee Kilabuk. Tonight we are hopinq we will he able to hear from a number of you to indicate to 
us what you see we could do to help bring about some changes 1n housing for the people of the 
Territories. Thank you, Ludy.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): We have held a lot of meetings but this 1s the largest crowd. The table 1s
now open for anyone who would like to speak on the matter of housing. Pauloosie Paniloo.

MR. PAULOOSIE PANILOO: (Translation) I would like to thank the special committee for comlnq here.
I am sorry there is no more snow or we would have gone fishing. I would also like to thank the
people of Pangnirtung for coming in such a large crowd. I am glad that the people of Pangnirtuna 
were able to consult with me about their views on housing beforehand. They will present their own
views shortly and I will summarize some of the concerns expressed to me Ly others who are not here
tonight. In Pangnirtung there are a lot of problems on rent scales and that causes a problen for 
the employees also. The operating policy is difficult for us to change and we would like to have 
the rent scales considered because the Housing Corporation usually raises the went scales when they 
see us receiving good money and the rent scales are implemented very freouently.

On another item, there is a shortage of houses here, and even if we request more houses we do not
receive any at all. Here 1n Pangnirtung people think the Housing Corporation should respond to 
their requests. The housing association here in Pangnirtuna does not have much power or none at
all and so the housing association in Pangnirtung is requesting that more power be given to them so
they could look after what they are responsible for. They wish to be responsible for the design of
the houses which are to be constructed and in that way the people would be more satisfied. It
would help the operation of the housing associations to have that power. There is a big problem
when there is a big family in a small house and then health hazards have to be considered. I would
like the special committee to consider all these matters. I think it is up to the Housina 
Corporation but I wish to stress that also. These are the main thinqs I wanted to bring up. I am 
sure that the people from Pangnirtung will speak their concerns. If there are any questions I will 
be available to reply.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any questions from the special committee? Thank
you. I want the people to know that we will not be answerina the questions that much but we will 
direct your questions to the Housino Corporation. Anyone from the floor may speak. If noone wants 
to speak we can end the meeting.

MR. JOANASIE MANIAPIK: (Translation) I do not have much to say but I would like to urge the people
to speak out their concerns because we do have a problem and I want people to speak about whatever 
concerns they have so that this meeting will progress faster. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Please also keep in mind that after this meeting we will not
be coming back with this committee on housing. Also, once we are finished I do not think there 
will be another committee set up to investigate the housing problem in the near future. This is 
probably a one-time opportunity that you have.
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MS I0LA METUK: (Translation) I have some concerns that I want to bring up. First of all, 1 have
never heard if there are any policies regarding the houses that are deteriorating and the houses 
that are damaged by the wind. I would like to see some kind of policy on these because nearly 10
houses have been destroyed and have never been replaced. Also I would like to see a replacement
policy for the houses damaged by fire or wind. The houses we rent are so expensive we cannot keep 
up With the Increases in rent. 1 have a motion that was made hv the RRC al their 14th rnnferonre,. 
directed to the Housing Corporation. There have been a lot of motions but we have received 
responses only to some of them. If the committee would like to see these motions I have a copy for 
you. There are concerns that are coming from every community in Baffin. There are a great many
concerns 1 n Pangnirtung but these are the main ones which I wanted to bring up. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Yes, we would definitely like a copy of the motions that
were made. Any questions from the special committee? Thank you. Who else would like to speak? 
Ipeelee.

MR. IPEELEE KILABUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I used to be one of the Members of
the Legislative Assembly. I will state my concerns very briefly because I have raised them many 
times. I am sure you will hear the concerns right from the people and I am sure the
recommendations will affect all the communities across the North, so I will be serious in statinq
my concerns. This first one was one that I had a problem with vWien I was a Member of the
Legislative Assembly. The staff of the Housing Corporation do not get superannuation, so this
creates a problem in the NWT. Other staff working for government do not have this problem. When
staff of the Housing Corporation have been working for a long time quit, they do not get any
superannuation and this 1s the current status up to today. Ever since I became a Member of the
Assembly this has been one of my concerns.

The housing association has never had any power. They should be given more control and power
because they know the community and they see the problems and see the houses themselves. They
listen to their people. I am not happy with the Housing Corporation because they do not know the 
problem inside the community. They just create policies and rent scales without informing thp 
people.

Regarding the old houses which have never been rehabed or renovated. Some of them are okay and we
will be getting new houses but the older houses have the same rent scales as the new ones as long
as the tenant is working. The rent is ouite high and this is one of my qreat concerns today. The 
new houses being built in the NWT are being built with steel foundations. I completely disagree
with them. I do not want to see them anywhere because the earth is moving all the time. Probably
in 20 years the houses would not break because they are using steel and the earth is moving all the
time, so it damages the house before its time. This is what I have seen in our community. If they
have steel foundations some houses have been damaged already because of the earth movement and you 
cannot fix them or do anything about it. Because we are moved by the wind quite a bit when you are 
walking around in the house it feels like you are in a boat because it moves around so much. I
feel that if the nails are not secure it will !ust break the buildinq. What I would like to see is
good padding for the houses to be built in the North because we have to let the people know that
our land does not melt. It seems like land but there is a lot of permafrost underground. I would
like you to keep that in mind and if the house has qood padding it will last lonqer.

The housing association board of directors when they are trying to order some materials they have a 
hard time getting them because they are under the control of others. I would like them to have 
more control in ordering and they should be consulted before they are told what to do. Sometimes 
when they try to order some material for parts they do not even approve it. There will be houses 
coming in from now on and we should be consulted before they start making the blueprints. There is 
no storage area in the houses we get now. I do not think the Housing Corporation ever thinks of 
painting the houses. When you want to paint a house they always say there is no paint. The 
housing association should be consulted and asked about how the house should be. The board of 
directors of the housing association have asked for paint and brushes but they can never get 
approval from the Housing Corporation. In the future I would like to see a better system and after 
you have visited each community collecting people's concerns I hope the Housing Corporation will 
listen to your recommendations. It would make me feel a lot better about the future. We will try 
to give our representatives some concerns so they can be heard at the Legislative Assembly. These 
are the main concerns but if I think of anything else 1 will not hesitate to speak again. If you
have any questions please feel free to ask them.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. JOE ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My question Is what kind of foundation
would you like to see?

MR. IPEELEE KILABUK: (Translation) Mr, Chairman, personally, I feel the best thing Is concrete
because as long as 1t Is touching sand or anything a little bit hard it 1s the best material.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) I understand. My other question 1s touching upon you concern about 
when the housing associai ion 1s trying to order paint the Houslnq Corporation does not approve 
them. Is It because the Housing Corporation does not have any money or 1s It because 1t Is not
time for that certain house to be painted. What reason do they give you?

MR. IPEELEE KILABUK: (Translation) I have never heard whether they have disapproved It but I have
asked a couple of times, after how many years would the house be ready for painting and Í have
never received an answer. I have tried to find out from the housing association but I do not know
really who Is responsible for rejecting the request for painting the house. I wanted to raise this
Issue because paint 1s very expensive if an Inuk tried to buy it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any further questions from the special committee?

MR. SIMON SAIMAIYUQ: (Translation) This Is the first time I have ever spoken to a public
meeting. In the past I have heard that when the houses were damaged by wind —  our houses were
almost blown away by the wind. We are still living In the house which is aulte damaged and my
concern that I would like to express to you is that we have been expectlna to aet this house fixed 
for some time.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any questions from the Members of the special committee?
Thank you. Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: When did this wind damage happen? Was it this year, last, year or how lonq ago was
that?

MR. SIMON SAIMAIYUQ: (Translation) Probably around 1975.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Is there further questions from the Members?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have additional comments -- I am golnq
to work on them while you are here on the main concerns or the main comnlaints that we have because 
1t is our only chance.

The main complaint that I have Is about the increase in rents. We are qiven very little notice 
about the Increase, we are just told, and we cannot be involved in chanqinq these rent scales. We 
are not consulted and even the housing association cannot change this rent Increase. Our main 
concern 1s about the frequent increase of rent for the tenant. Some of the houses are not suitable 
to get an increase and it will be ideal if they slow down this freauent increase of rent. And
that's why I wanted to voice my concern regarding the match box houses we were referrinq to, the
tenants are paying the same rent scale as the larger buildings and this does not seem fair. Thank 
you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any questions from the Members of the special committee?

MR. PAULOOSIE VEEVEE: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Pauloosie Veevee is my name. I
have a great concern and I hope I can get it across to you. I would like to touch on the subject 
of the Housing Corporation. I feel the Housing Corporation should consider this especially as the
people who are employed -- when they are writing up our income tax we are told that in this certain
year you made this large amount of money and you are not paying enough rent. We are told this by 
the Housing Corporation and the larqe amount we are paying for rent we are just losing that. For 
that reason we owe a lot of money to income tax and that's one of the reasons I came to sit here 
because it is a great concern to us.



- 105

I know that If you are working for the government, the staff houses are fully furnished and even 
though I am a government employee I am staying in public housina. When I mnv«i in there »
floor, nothing else, and this will probably be dealt with from some of the public because if wë'àlï 
give our concerns, even thouah they are all the same, I know we will have more power in order to 
change these concerns.

Another problem is that everytime the people who are living 1n government staff housing increase 
their staff house, then the Housing Corporation just follows the government scale and I don*t think 
its fair to Increase public housing every time because there Is nothing in these houses but the 
floor. And I think that the more people that speak on the same subject you will have more power to 
make changes. And I would like to thank the people who came here to help us.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I would like to thank you for your presentation. Are there
any questions from the Members of the special committee? Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You'll excuse me If I ask you a question in return. With 
the amount of rent that you pay now, whether in public housing or staff housing, do you think it 
would be better for you 1f the rent could be applied to buying the house, so that you would then 
own 1t rather than rent It?

MR. PAULOOSIE VEEVEE: (Translation) I would not want to own the house. When I get my own house I
think It would cost more money —  I never even thought about having a house of my own. My
retirement 1s just around the corner because I have been working for the oovernment for a very long 
period of time. When 1 see the business people that own their own house, they pay a lot of money 
toward their house. Am I clear on that?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Anymore questions from the special committee Members?

MR. MANASIE EVIK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My name is Manasie Fvik. We have
approached you with what we think the housing association needs.’ First of all, we would like some
assistance from the special committee. I would like the pubiic to know. The hudqet which is 
given to us and the employed people is not enough. The housing association has to request to the 
Housing Corporation the amount of fundinq they want and that's when there is problems because when 
we request funds we only get a little bit of money so we need some assistance and would like to use 
you as a channel in order to get what we need.

Somebody else said earlier about public housing or home-ownership. When the Housing Corporation 
knows how much an individual is earning they deduct a lot of money for rent as a priority. So, we 
also need your assistance on that. Riqht now living up here is very costly and we cannot catch up 
with our rent when we have to buy food. Even the money we receive for food is put aside for rent 
and that 1s one of problems.

And thirdly, the new houses being built in our town do not have furniture and there are some older 
people alone 1n a house. These people have to buy their own furniture and they can't aford it, so 
we would like you to consider that and maybe get some assistance nn that.

Item four, we have a lack of communication from the Housing Corporation and we do not receive a 
budget forecast. The matter on funding is a major problem and there are some jobs available in our 
community, so I think if we could receive more money the Housing association would have more 
employment. We are also asking f o r  assistance with the budqet and also if the communities could be 
more Informed of how much funding is available to the housing associations and not just set up by 
the Housing Corporation. These are some of the views we have.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any questions from the special
committee?

MR. IPELE UNIUSHAGAK: (Translation) My name is Ipele Uniushagak. I think we also have to consider
older people. The older people need assistance sometimes and I was wonderinq if these older people
could have plumbing in their houses, this should be considered. I don't have many comments to make
but this is the main concern I have and if you could consider this I would appreciate it. Thank
you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any questions from the special committee?
else?

Anybody
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CHAIRMAN \пг. ruuluR/* \Tr a iiïlà t lutiy State jrûúi name, piêaSé.

NR. I0I.A METUQ: (Translation) My name 1s Iola Metuq. I am here at the table to bring up two
yiews. Last summer I was visiting each community 1n Baffin Island. In the Baffin Region the
houses are all the same 1n each community. And 1n each community, even though they function 
differently, 1f they could change the operations -- some of the houses are not well constructed to 
face heavy winds. Not too long ago, we had a very heavy wind and I didn't get enough sleep because 
rty house was moving. The Housing Corporation should be told what kind of community it Is before 
they fix up the units, so 1t could suit the community.

I forgot something else that I wanted to say. When I was 1n Yellowknife -- I went there for a 
conference as an observer, and there was a resolution passed regarding the electricity bills being 
paid by the tenants. We, 1n the Eastern Arctic don't have any trees arid I wouldn't want any part 
of paying electricity bills. I think the Housing Corporation should be told that the people are 
not satisfied with this. I don't think I was too clear earlier, that when BRC had a session we 
Invited Housing Corporation members but they did not come to our session. That's how hard they are 
to consult with. So I wanted you to know that when the Housing Corporation Is Invited they should 
come. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any questions from the special committee Members?
Who else wants to go up to the table? Don't mind our tiredness, we are just going to wait.

— Laughter

MS ANNIE 00KALIQ: (Translation) Hello, my name is Annie Ookallq. I would just like to make a few
comments regarding the houses that are being built. Right now the houses that are being built are 
raised and we receive a lot of wind here and there have been houses that were blown over In the 
past. I would Hke to suggest that the Housing Corporation build the houses closer to the 
ground. That's all I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any questions from the Members of the
special committee?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I also have some concerns that I want 
to bring up. When the government rents go up, the housing association rent also has to follow that 
Increase. The first one I want to talk about is the staff -- even when their salaries are not 
Increased, if they are going to follow the government rent scales some people just don't want to 
work a n y m o r e because they are paying such high rents. The housing association should have some say 
1n the rent scale because the housing association houses don't even have furniture but the 
government staff housing is fully furnished.

The last comment I want to make is that the government staff salaries increase five per cent every 
year and when the Housing Corporation raises the salaries of their employees they have to pay so 
much for rent, we have hardly any money left to buy food. So I want to bring this up to you so you 
can bring it up to the appropriate agency. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any questions from the special committee?

MR. JOANASIE MANIAPIK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I forgot to mention some concern I 
have. Because we are always lacking houses in our community, the government staff cannot get 
housing from tho government so therefore they have to rent from the housing association and we are 
lacking so many houses. We were wondering if the government staff could be housed by the 
government because we certainly don't have enough houses to rent out. Could you keep that in mind 
that we are lacking houses because the government employees are using our houses.

I would like to elaborate on what I brought up before about the older people - - a  lot of people 
don't have employment and still have to pay the same amount of rent, this has to be considered 
very seriously. I am urging the people to speak up about matters like this because we have never 
been satisfied with the Housing Corporation. And the Housing Corporation don't have enough field 
workers in the communities and sometimes when the Housing Corporation people come to town they 
don't even go and check the houses and when we request more houses they think there is enough 
already because they are not checking out anything when they are in the communities.



So I want you to tell them about that because if they ever checked the houses they would know what 
our prob.ers arc. There are ũ lot of people Mere with concerns so therefore I urqe them to bring 
them up now while we have this opportunity.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any questions from the special committee? Anybody else that
would like to speak?

MR. IPEELEE KILABUK: (Translation) I forgot one of the topics that I wanted to brino up. The
older people that cannot help themselves properly should have the same kind of houses as the people 
that pay rent. I wonder if the Housing Corporation could set up some kind of housing directly for 
the older people, so these people can have running water and proper washing facilities. Perhaps 
this has been tried in the Territories, I would like to see that in the future for our community.

The Housing Corporation has many houses in the Territories. Here In Pangnlrtuna their staff cannot 
keep up with the maintenance that has to be done. I am wondering if they could increase the 
funding so they could have enough employees to do the maintenance on these houses. I would like to 
see this happen because every year the furnaces have to be checked and maintained at least once a 
year but 1t Is not done on all the houses because they don't have enough employees. So I would
like to see the funding raised so there is enough employees to do the maintenance on all the 
houses.This would also create more employment in the communities.

Another thing and probably some people don't want to hear this is, but our younger people have 
their own mind too, so they would like to have their own private house. So this will have to be 
seriously considered for the future. I think the Housing Corporation should be building houses for 
these people because these young people can be on their own too. Myself, 1 would like to see if 
they could Increase the staff of the Housing Corporation so they could catch up with their 
workload.

I think the wiring of the houses should be checked once or twice a year because there is a lot of 
fires caused by faulty wiring or the furnaces because they are not inspected enouqh. So probably 
we have lost some houses unnecessarily. I think they should check the houses more freauently 1n 
the future. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And thank you to Ipeelee for makino things so clear. It
has been mentioned a few times tonight and earlier today about houses being damaged by wind. I
lived here for awhile and I know what the winds are like but I think many of the other people 
sitting here do not fully understand what winds can do to a house. Maybe Ipeelee can tell us -- I 
think there's been 10 houses destroyed -- maybe he could tell us exactly what happens to these
houses from the wind.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Ipeelee.

MR. IPEELEE KILABUK: (Translation) Mr. Chairman. My main reason was I wanted the houses to be
inspected -- when the houses start moving there could be some fires when the wires start cominq 
off. So therefore if inspections are not done properly they will never know about the faulty
wiring from the winds. Do you understand what I mean?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions? Red.

MR. PEDERSEN: Not really a question bu* I wanted Ipeelee to describe, for tho sake of the people
who do not live here, what happened to the houses that were destroyed in 1975. I think they just
got picked up and thrown down, but when I tell people that they always tell me that I am full of 
bs. Maybe you could tell them.

MR. IPEELEE KILABUK: (Translation) The first one 1 want to mention is the airstrip -- there was a
garage up there made of metal -- it went across to the other side of the airstrip. Also there was 
a house that was blown away, it went over the skidoos that were on the side of the house, It was 
blown away about 20 feet. And also there use to be a nursing station here and it has still
foundations, it was probably about 20 to 25 feet away where it landed. It just flew! As I
indicated earlier they should have qood foundations. Did I clarify myself. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any further questions from the special committee.
The government staff houses are inspected probably by an expert from Frobisher and then they are 
also repairs being done to furnaces and also any materials that need to be fixed the housing
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association doesn't have those and the only local people are being hired to maintain these houses. 
Would 1t be better 1f there is an Inspector coming Into the communities -- the reason why these 
people would be coming here Is because these maintenance workers are too busy here.

SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Mr. Chairman, personally I do not agree with you and I have my own
concern. I feel that there are some people trained for this right here in the community and I 
would like to see money available for us to use these people that are trained. I would want to see 
us use our own local people to do the maintenance in the future.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any further comments?

MR. PUDLUQ KILABUK: I have some different views that I would like to express. The Housing
Corporation 1n the NWT started running the housing associations. Since the Housing Corporation 
took over they have stopped hiring local people to do some work. The way I see It now is that the 
government employees 1n the community are taken out to training and have become supervisors. The 
way that I have seen It is that they are exactly the same as me, and even though they cannot write 
1n English they are being hired by the government and us people who used to work for the Housing 
Corporation and we tried to work for a long time, however this program from the Housing Corporation 
has been rejected or stopped. If the local people here have no papers or certificates they are not 
being hired. I feel that the Housing Corporation should not reject these training programs. Even 
1f a person cannot read English the Housing Corporation still should treat them like any other 
government employee.

Another concern that I have is regarding people who used to be plumbers helpers and also carpenters 
helpers. I used to work as an electrician and started picking ud the journeymans practices, but 
then the Housing Corporation stopped hiring us people. This is what I see happening, the Housing 
Corporation is not hiring the local people who are willing and who are capable to do such work 
because they do not have the proper papers. I had a certificate, but in order to get the
certificate I had to go for further training in order to keep it. The housing association knows
some people who know how to work and know what has to he done, but the Housinq Corporation policy 
does not recognize these repairs. The people in the community would like to see more of their 
people employed even if they do not have a certificate.

Also another concern is regarding the elders, which was brought up earlier. The houses that the
elders are living in are not suitable because they have no plumbing and running water. We thought
we would get evn with the housing association by protesting the high rental situation. This is all 
that I have to say at this time. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any questions from the special committee? These
programs cancelled by the Housing Corporation, when did they cancel them?

MR. PUDLUQ KILABUK: (Translation) From my understanding this is the fifth year.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any further questions?

MR. ELIJAH NOWDLAK: My concern is regarding the Housing Corporation. I have lived here in
Pangirtung for about 20 years and I have never approached the housing association with my 
concerns. In 1953 when I was ill, I had to move into the hospital and since then I have been 
handicapped. I moved out of the hospital in 1959. The doctor told me that if it was possible to
stay in a clean house and it is auite hard to have a clean house when the building is so old and
there is no running water. I myself and for other people who are handicapped would like to move 
into a house where the building is suitable for our needs.

Regarding the foundation, concrete is the best foundation to use up here because it contacts with 
the mud. If the house is built right on top of the soil, when the spring comes the house starts to
shift. This is all that I have to say and I would like to thank you, the special committee for
giving me a chance to speak.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Mr. Pauloosie Paniloo.

MR. PAULOOSIE PANILOO: (Translation) I would like to bring up some more problems that we face here
in Pangirtung. There are some people who cannot afford their rent and who are way behind due to
unemployment. The support that we would like from you, is that the people who are way behind in
their rent are going to be sent to court. I would urge the Housing Corporation to have a better
approach to the people who are behind in their bills and not go through the courts. I would like
this problem brought up to the Housinq Corporation. Thank you.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any further questions? Mr. T'Selele.

MR. T'SELEIE: For the people who are behind in their rent. I wonder how you would deal with it. 
rather than bringing these people to court? What would a good solution too that be?

MR. PAULOOSIE PANILOO: (Translation) This was brought up by the Housing Corporation when they were 
having a conference in Frobisher Bay. I think it would be better 1f the housing association had 
more power to deal with the person who is behind in their rent. Does this answer your question?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any more questions from the special committee? Thank you.
Are there anymore comments from the public? Perhaps we can break for 15 minutes and then when we 
come back you can state anymore views that you might have.

— SHORT RECESS

A SPEAKER (Male): I am one of the tenants of these barn houses. When we need some major repairs
done, the housing association does not have any authority to do so. This past winter there were
heavy cables strapped on the roofs, so that we would be prepared in case of any strong winds. 
Right now the housing association says that they cannot do any major repairs. I am not quite sure 
who is responsible for these houses. I heard that the Housing Corporation is responsible for these 
units. Could I get an answer please, on who 1s responsible for these units?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) We are not the Housing Corporation and we do not work for the
Housing Corporation. We are working with you. The question that you are asking will recorded so 
that we can refer this question to the Housing Corporation. I would like to ask you a question. 
Since you have moved into your house have they put cables back after they took them off?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) They were working on the units during the summer and I approached
the housing association about this matter but they said they cannot do anything about this matter. 
This is the reply that they had for me.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any auestions from the committee? We will
definitely record your concerns and then get back to you at a later date. Any more auestions from 
the public? Please go to the table.

MR. JAYCO KAKUSUK?: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to support some of the comments
regarding the rent scale. I wonder if the party responsible could decrease the rent scale on i.he 
larger houses. We are long-time employees and when we want skidoos sometimes we have difficulty 
buying them because of our rent being so high, we have no money. An example is myself, ! am a
Hudson's Bay employee, and 1 am behind in my rent. So I would like to see a decrease 1n the rent
scale.

I hed been a member of the board of directors so I know exactly what is happening. The housinq 
association board 1s elected by the residents and the association does not have much power when 
they have any requests. The Housing Corporation just looks at the problems facing the people but 
they do not do anything about them.

There is an organization called the housing federation which is supposed to have power. I feel 
that the federation does not have enough power because the housinq association in the communities 
state their problems to the federation, hoping that they can deal with it but still nothing is 
done. This is all that I have to say. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any questions from the special committee?
there any presentations to be made?

Thank you. Are

MS TAPITIA KAKKIK: (Translation) I just want to say that 1 live in a match box. There are three 
of us living in our house and we only have one bedroom. Also there is no bath. I am wondering if 
it is possible to move into a bigger house with better facilities. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): 
more comments?

(Translation) Any questions from the special committee? Thank you. Any
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MR. PAUL00SIE QARPIK: (Translation) I will make my comments very brief. It is reqardinq my small
house. In the wintertime it gets to cold and the snow drifts 1n through the door. Could you
please consider this.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are you talking about the small match box houses?

MR. PAULOOSIE QARPIK: (Translation) Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) If you do not mind, I would like to ask you how old you are?

MR. PAULOOSIE QARPIK: (Translation) I am about 75 years old.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I think irfiat you just brought up is going to help us a great
deal because as we have heard before the older people should be considered very seriously. They 
should have better housing.

MR. PAULOOSIE QARPIK: (Translation) I would like very much to get a bigger house.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any questions from the special committee? Thank
you. Are there anymore comments? Mr. Ipeelee Kilabuk.

MR. IPEELEE KILABUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My question 1s regarding
electricity. I want some information as to after how many kilowatt hours will they be paying. I 
want all the people in Pangirtung to be informed so that they know. I would ask that the housing 
association bring this Information as soon as possible. We have heard that this pay system will be 
in existence and we are wondering after how many kilowatt hours will we be starting to pay for 
electricity.

I would also like to support Jayco Kakusuk's views on the federation in Baffin Region not having 
enough power. Should you the special committee decide on whether the housing association or the 
housing federation should have the most power. For example, if the housinn federation qets power 
it seems that the local people will also have Dower because the federation will be operating 
through us. This is all that I have to bring up if there are no further questions.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any further questions? Thank .you. According to
what you have been speaking about we will be making some recommendations of the concerns of the 
people. Would somebody please say something. I do not think there are anymore nuestions to be 
raised so the Western representative has some comments to make before I make my closinq remarks. 
Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I wish I could say at this time that we are here to answer all of your problems,
but we are not here to do that. We are here to listen to your views and concerns. We can only 
make recommendations, and hopefully any recommendations that we make in the interim renort this 
fall, will be considered seriously. We have a new Minister now and he is from the Keewatin. 
Because he 1s living with these problems hopefully he will have a better understanding and I hope 
that we can make some changes for the better iri all of the communities. We have heard many 
concerns and we will be visiting more communities in the next few months. I would just like to say 
thank you again for inviting us. Mahsi cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Thank you, Mrs. Lawrence. I also would like to thank all of
you, because almost all of you came to the meeting. It makes it more obvious that yon are very 
concerned on the housing problems. I was elected for the first time in 1975, so that I could be a 
Member of the Legislative Assembly. Since then I have been trying to deal with the Housing 
Corporation but they are very hard to deal with because they seem to be run by two bodies, the NWT 
and the federal government. So they are very hard to deal with. The last time after the election, 
I was getting very frustrated over the operation of the Housing Corporation. Yellowknife 
headquarters is very far from our side and the regional headquarters in Frobisher doesn't seem too 
concerned about the problems that our communities have. Last year during the winter session, Ĩ 
made a motion to create a special committee on housing from the elected Members, so they can visit 
the communities. We started from Grise Fiord and up to Pangirtung, we still have to go to Cape 
Corset and Lake Harbour. Every meeting that we go to I get more excited because the Inuit have 
great concerns over the housing situations. For these reasons I am very happy that we are able to 
come to different communities. I am sure we have received a lot of concerns from all of you.



and we will try to improve the housing situation in the future. I am sure we can look forward to 
improvements in the future. I would just like to thank you again for Inviting us and if you have 
any other concerns that you would like to bring up once we are gone, you can write to us, or use
your renrnĸpnt.at Í U Ø  ThanV «nu u » r u  mij.jh f n v  r m j n n  t o  H »  .«.j I __________ __  . . 4 1 1 __ ____ 1-

other again in the future. Thank you. 3

— Applause

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

FROBISHER BAY, JUNE 12, 1984

(The following verbatim proceedings (pages 112 - 151) are separate meetings held with: the NWT
Housing Association; Mayor of Frobisher Bay; Baffin Housing Federation; Director of Soda! 
Services, Town of Frobisher Bay; Frobisher Bay Housing Association; and the Hillside Housing 
Co-op. Page 152 1s the start of the public meeting.)

MEETING WITH NWT HOUSING CORPORATION AND GNWT ASSISTANT REGIONAL DIRECTOR

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Before we start I will introduce who we are. I am Ludy
Pudluk, co-chairmen of the special committee; on щу left is Arnold McCallum, from the Fort Smith 
Region, who is also the co-chairmen; Joe Arlooktoo is next for Lake Harbour; John T'Seleie from 
Sahtu Region; on my right is Eliza Lawrence, Tu Nedhe; and Red Pedersen, for Kitikmeot West 
Region. These лге the Members of the Special Committee on Housing. We have the alternate Members, 
Mike Ballantyne for Yellowknife North; Michael Angottitauruq, for Kitikmeot East; and Pauloosle 
Paniloo was also with us when we were at his constituency which helped us very much, and we would 
like to thank him. There will be some presentations made from the regional housing corporation and 
after he makes his presentation anyone who is not in the special committee can ask some questions 
1f they wish. I would like to thank you for being able to come to this meeting and the assistant 
regional director and one from the personnel office. I would also like to introduce the support
staff, Ms Penny Aumond, who is our co-ordinator. We also have three Interpreters, I think you all
know them, they are from Baffin Island. So if you want to start your presentations, you can do so 
now. What you tell us will help us very much in the work that we are trying to do. Please start 
now.

MR. HERB HUNT: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My job is the district manager for the Housing
Corporation 1n Frobisher Bay. I understood the purpose for this meeting this morning was two-fold 
for me to make a presentation on some of the major issues that I see on the management of housing 
in Frobisher Bay. I understood that there were some questions that you might have regarding some 
problems and issues as you see them.

Mr. Chairman, I thank you for the opportunity to meet this morning. Unfortunately I feel that 
there will not be sufficient time to discuss in detail the analyst array of problems and issuas 
associated with the management o f housing in this district. Nor is there time t o o  review the 
solutions that are planned and those that have been put into effect to address many of those
problems. The thrust of my presentation will therefore deal with what I perceive to be a more 
generic problem associated with housing in this district. Mr. Chairman, consider that the
subsidized rental program has fostered a total dependence on government to provide all of the
solutions to the need and demand for more and better housing in this area. Programs In place
currently, are geared to address the overall needs of the community, rather than the needs of thp 
individual, have relieved the individual of responsibility for provision o f maintenance and upkeepv 
of shelter and have undermined the major economic sternness in the Baffin Region. That stemn£S{Mv 
a real estate market and a viable construction industry. '

Mr. Chairman, 1 maintain that the Housing Corporation, because of its emphasis on the public ' 
housing program, is more of a social agency than it is a housing agency. There are a number of 
problems and concerns with the various construction programs, vis-a-vis the provision of local
labour a n d  i t  is often perceived as an excellent labour market for construction workers in southern 
Canada.

Mr. Chairman, I maintain that the many problems we encountered are not those associated with the 
program: but the programs themselves. There is no doubt that there is an identified need for more 
and better housing in almost every community in this district. I maintain however that there is A 
surplus of public housing units and to continue to try and meet the total housing needs through the 
public housing program would, in my opinion, perpetuate housing problems and concerns.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudliik): I wonder if you could put your mike up ft little bit more. Thank you.
Please continue.

MR. HERB HUNT. Mr. Chairman, even if the fiscal and human resources resource levels were provided 
to properly maintain and operate those programs, there would still be a problem of tenant 
responsibility and a dependence upon government for the provision of shelter. Likewise the future 
development of a nousing industry, an economic, development in general, would be undermined. 
Therefore the solutions I see for long-term resolution of housing and related problems in this 
district, are as follows:
1} Hold the inventory of public housing units at its current level. Gradually faze in the procjram 
of restricting eleglbility for public housing to individuals and families of low incomes, and fund 
the program to allow a satlfactory level of operation and upkeep;
2) To address the current and future demand for housing by concentrating on the delivery of 
home-ownership programs by providing incentive for the private sector to invest in the housing 
market and restrict direct government investment into housing in specialized areas only, such as 
into senior citizens programs.

Mr. Chairman, private housing starts is generally considered one of the prime indicators of 
consumer confidence in the economy. I maintain thaï now is the time to create an environment for 
the individual and the private sector to invest in housing, thereby fostering consumer confidence 
and economic development in general.

My experience show that there is a widespread interest in home-ownership programs and soma 
indication of interst by the private sector to invest in housing projects. Mr. Chairman, T am 
suggesting that your committee can best address the future housing needs by recommending a major 
program shift for the delivery of housing programs as follows:
a) suspend all further investment by this government in direct provision of rental housing 
programs, both those programs administered by the Housing Corporation and by the Departments of 
Public Works and Personnel;
b) direct all future resources, both capital and 0 and M, into programs which would stimulate both 
individual and private sector investment into housing projects;

Mr. Chairman, over the years it has not been uncommon to hear me say that home-ownership and 
private Investment in housing is not only good, it is the only way we will ever come close to 
addressing the housing problem. I have yet to hear someone disagree with this point of view. I 
have seen however, the application of government programs which contradict this point of view. The 
application of user-pay for various services and the provision of low rental housing are two such 
deterrents.

Mr. Chairman, I will close my presentation here. 1 would like to stress, my objective in making 
this presentation is not to criticize the past programs and the many accomplishments in tStø' 
development of housing, rather it is to recommend solutions to addressing the current andH, 
future housing problems in the NWT. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Hunt. Making changes for the future may not be easy but aĸ'
long as we work together we will find solutions. The Special Committee on Housing is not trying iø'* 
criticize the Housing Corporation, we are trying to assist them in trying to help our. 
constituents. For that reason we created this special committee. We are not trying to stop th«1r 
programs but we would like to keeD our people happy on housing matters. If there are any Questions' 
please feel free to ask. Mr. ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: You see home-ownership as the ultimate solution to many of the problems. I agree 
with you in the Western Arctic, home-ownership has a lot of potential. On this trip to the Baffin, 
we found no, or very little public will to persue home-ownership and very little evidence that the 
Housing Corporation is pursuing this objective in more than a very small way. Perhaps you can 
explain what has been done in the East to encourage home-ownership. Do you think it is really a 
viable option here in the Baffin? How would you make it attractive to people?

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Ballantyne, I would certainly agree with you that over the years there has been 
very little effort made in the promotion of a home-ownership program. I joined the Housing 
Corporation two years ago and one of the features of this job that attracted me was the formidable 
challenge that was presented in terms of trying to address the need and demand for housing. I have
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lived in this part of the North for the past 19 years and I have always found great difficulty with 
the position that home-ownership 1s not feasible, therefore we should do nothing to promote that 
program.

On taking the position of district manager, it has been one of the major thrusts, certainly in 
terms of my management here, to Identify the need for home-ownership, to identify the kinds of 
programs that are needed to promote home-ownership, and to try to encourage the Implementation of 
those programs. Over the past couple of years we have sold some 40 units of northern rental houses 
to home-owners. That to me 1s an indication that there 1s an Interest there, 1t also Indicates 
that 1t is a viable proposition. We are this year, just bringing in programs that would promote 
home-ownership. The SSHAG program that was delivered in the Western Arctic was not deemed to be a 
viable program for this part of the world, so It resulted 1n a major program shift. The 
home-ownership assistance program, we are delivering five units under that program here this year. 
We are delivering 1n Frobisher Bay, five rural and remote houses. We are delivering that program 
on speculation that it 1s through the delivery of that program that we will Identify what are the 
possible modifications to that program to meet the need and demand.

I think 1t 1s quite admirable that the territorial government as a whole has moved Into an area of 
promoting home-ownership, particularly for Its employees. The kinds of Incentives that are offered 
there are making it very attractive, and employees, particularly 1n Frobisher Bay, but Interest 1n 
other communities as well, have increased a hundredfold over the last year.

There is not question that there are deterrents to those kinds of programs: the capital to Invest 
Into housing projects is not readily available, financial institutions will not consider mortages 
and loans to Individuals; the cost of money is high; the operating costs of houses are high 1n 
terms of municipal services, fuel, electricity and taxes.

Mr. Chairman, one of the things I would hope that this committee would consider 1s ways and means 
of lowering those costs to make home-ownership attractive, feasible and viable and to reolace the 
public housing program with those kinds of programs. There are a number of incentives that are 
offered right now to reduce costs: there is a subsidy for electricity; there can be a subsidy for 
fuel; we offer subsidies in terms of the capital costs of building a house by providing a housing 
package or by subsidizing a mortqage under rural and remote. I look at it from the point of view 
that home-ownership is a program that should not be considered as not viable but that 1t 1s a 
program that should be looked at as not being delivered in this area. Let us deliver the program 
and make sure that it works and work out the bugs to deliver such a program that will address the 
individual needs of people, family needs of people, rather than collective needs.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyrie.

MR. BALLANTYNE: That just partially answers my question. I think your example of successes in the 
home-ownership don't necessarily prove that it is going to work over here. Turning houses over to 
people at a reasonable rate, I think there will be certain people that will like that but that you 
will reach a saturation point. The other proarams have only just begun, you are fooling yourself 
if you think that home-ownership in the Eastern Arctic in the immediate future is going to replace 
public housing. I don't think it will. I see that it should be encouraged and that we should come 
up with innovative ways to attract people to purchase their own homes, but I think we are livinq in 
a fools paradise if we think in the next five years that that is going to alleviate this program to 
any great extent. In every community, there are very, very few people that are interested in it at 
this point in time. With a mixed economy here, where we have people out on the land and partially 
in the wage economy, the fluctuation in the wages that they make, realistically it is very 
difficult to expect that sort of consistent income every year that one usually expects when one 
owns ones own home. I agree with you that the option should be there and that we should push it 
but I still think we are going to have to come to grips with the problems in public housing with 
rent and all these other things. I don't see this as a total viable option to public housing.

If I can Mr. Chaiman, in your opening remarks you touched on that as sort of a broad philosophy, as 
you said you would do. But I wonder, to ask a specific question, do you see for instance that the 
Housing Corporation could better respond to the needs of the people of the NWT if it was split into 
two corporations, an eastern and western, if it was decentralized a little more? What is your own 
personal view? I know it is a tough question, I suppose you have to take the party line in this 
somewhat, but whatever you can say in that regard will help us.
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MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, I sometimes have been known as ait individual who has not taken the
party line. First of all perhaps I could offer a rebuttal on the home-ownership side. I think the 
thrust in the point of my presentation somewhere along the line has been missed. The thurst of my 
presentation is that w? able to meet the current demand fùi ueupie who need rental housing 
through existing programs. There are people out there who fit 1n a category of having a stable
Income, having a reasonably good Income, who have expressed Interest in home-ownership programs and
by promoting home-ownerhship programs we can take up the remaining slack in the supply and demand 
through that program.

In terms of my opening remarks, and whether or not the splitting of the corporation into two would 
address the problem. Mr. Chairman, I think in the formation of the corporation, a formidable
challenge was offered and a challenge that did not provide the resources necessary to deliver a 
program adequately. I view the major problem in terms of managing housing at the level that we
have is a lack of human resources and a lack of fiscal resources. That is the major complaint that
I am getting from housing associations. It is a complaint that I fully agree with. They do not 
have enough maintenance personnel to maintain the houses. They do not have enough funding in 
their budget to allow them to provide some competitive ways to allow them to attract Qualified 
trades people. It 1s a problem that I am facing here as well, in trying to address the total needs
of maintenance, upkeep, repair of houses, many of which are in deplorable condition because of lack
of maintenance and the lack of qualified staff tc deliver various programs at the community level
have presented those problems that you are identifying. Any structural change that you might
contemplate, will not address the problem solely by making e structural change, there has to be 
Influx of resources, both fiscal and human, in order to address many of those problems. You cannot 
repair structural faults on 200 houses by wishinq to do so, you have to have the fundinq, the 
budget and the staff to maintain those houses.

MR. McCALLUM: I wonder Mr. Hunt if you have considered giving us a copy of your opening remarks.

MR. HERB HUNT: Certainly.

^ou ^  sor  ̂ f°^,ow Party line, you didn't exactly say whether we should be
divided or not but nonetheless. I will rephrase the auestion. I aoree with you that any form of
structural change will not wholly solve the p, oblem but there is a school of thought that says, a 
positive structural change might be able to maximize or officially hold the present level of 
resources. I wonder if you could give me, in your opinion, how you see the role of the housing 
associations and the role of the federation vis-a-vis the Housing Corporation. Do you see that 
that role should be strengthened would that be positive or do you see that role should be removed 
totally? What is your viewpoint of the pluses and the minuses of the roles of both the houslna 
associations and the federations? 4

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, I find that somewhat of a difficult question to answer because it
depends upon the kinds of programs that are decided for delivery. In terms of the public housing 
program there certainly is a need for organizations at community level to, in my view, gradually 
through a process of development and training to take on more and more responsibility vis a vis the 
delivery of housing programs. I see housing federation as beinq, if there is a continued emphasis 
on programs such as the public housing proaram, I see a definite need for a good strong functioning 
federation to look at collective issues and concerns relating to the administration and delivery of 
those programs and provide and offer solutions to address needs particular to this area.

So I do not know if I have totally addressed your question but if you look at a continuation of the
kinds of programs we have right now, I see a lot of work required to develop housing associations 
at a level where they have the skill and the expertise to administer and deliver programs. I see 
organizations such as federations as being a mechanism to facilitate that kind of growth and to 
provide some uniformity and to collectively address the issues. I see the Housinq Corporation 
certainly my office, as being in a role to facilitate that kind of development and that kind of 
growth as well as administer those kinds of policies and programs as the board or the Legislative 
Assembly or the government as a whole may establish.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Well, you did not exactly answer it but it is very good, I have had years of thi*
but to maybe ask you now, what you have said, it is aood, it is motherhood, you would like to see
it strengthened. Do you think right now that the reqion and/or headquarters is doinq enouqh to 
accomplish those very good ends that you would like to see? If not, what would you like to see 
improved in order to give the board the proper trainino they want and that they need? How would 
you improve it?
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MR. HERB HUNT: Okay, I guess when I took on this role of district manager I established some
priorities and my priorities have been in the area of identifying those programs that are required 
tn  address the future housing needs and we are looking at the promotion of homaownership oroarams. 
The second priority is Identify a major deficiency in terms of long range planning to address the 
housing needs. We did not even have a record of our inventory, so that was a priority to get into 
place, a record of our Inventory, and to lay out some plans for the future provision and addressing 
of the housing needs through capital. Thirdly, there has been no maintenance program taklna place 
and they is certainly a need to upgrade our various maintenance programs. We have to maintain that 
houses that we have built. So those I saw as the main concerns, the main Issues, and my time and 
effort has been put toward addressing those areas.

My problem has been that I do not have the resources. I do not have enough staff to be able to do
all of those nice things that I would like to see done. We have to develop housing associations,
but I need staff, resources and money to do so. I do not have a budget that will allow me to bring 
the chairmen of housing associations together to have a federation meeting. My budqet for that 
this year is $30,000. That is enough money to get about half the chairmen of the federations 
together for a meeting. We have enough money in the budget to cover what I would call about one 
third of the maintenance that is reguired in this district under existing programs. So, Mr. 
Chairman, although it is my philosophy, my feeling, that those things are critical, that they are
required, right at the present time we are just not able to do so. I do not have the resources
myself to be able to do those things that have been identified, and I take It, by this committee, 
as the kinds of programs that are necessary to address the issues and concerns In this area. In 
maintenance alone I need about a 60 per cent increase in budaet in order to provide an acceptable 
level of maintenance and operation of the current housing stock. What is happening is that the 
housing stock is increasing so the proportion of funding per unit is decreasing. I am not aettlng 
an increase in the operation budget.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you very much, Mr. Hunt. Eliza?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have two questions to ask Mr. Hunt. In the last two
years that you have been district manager, how often do you travel into some of these communities? 
I realize there are a lot of communities to cover but how many of these communities have you been 
to?

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, I have been to every community at least once a year and to many
communities, I have been in and out several times over the past two years, every community with one 
exception. I am sorry, that is not an exception either. I was going to put Sanikiluan down as an 
exception, but I have been in Sanikiluaq three times in the past two years and that is the least
community that I have been in. Now 1 may stand to be corrected on a community.

MRS. LAWRENCE: You have been to Panqnirtung as well?

MR. HERB HUNT: I have been to Pangnirtung in the past two years at least six times.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Okay, my second question is, you mentioned development and training, so you did
provide development and training for people that have requested it in some communities?

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, the work that we have done on development and training over the past
two years has been negligible. There has hardly been any work done in that area at all.

MRS. LAWRENCE: So there is not too much concentration on development and traininq at the community
level then, is that correct?

MR. HERB HUNT: Perhaps I could continue. I am talking about development and training 1n the
broader sense of a concerted development program to elevate the level of performance of housing 
associations as a whole. There has been work done. Last year I had a staff of two program
officers and this year I have three plus a training officer. The major work of the program
officers over the past two years has been going into housing associations, working with the
secretary manager and in most cases, there are some exceptions, doing the bookwork and accounting 
for secretary managers, correcting errors and problems that have taken place. In some cases they 
have gone into a community and there has been no record of bookkeeping or accounting done for the
past three month period since the last visit, so that has consumed the entire time of the program
officer. That emphasis has changed. I have instructed the program staff that their responsibility
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1s to deliver programs and to work with housing associations, both board and staff, In the delivery 
of programs. That responsibility for the administration has to be assumed by the secretary
manager, and If the secretary manager lacks the skill then we have to work with the board either to 
f^nd a competent Individual or somehow to, through the various programs that an» o f f e r e d  n r tbe 
• Ш  iuuS iii-jlilutions, provide that individual with the tralnlnq and skills necessary to manaqe the 
affairs of the association.

MRS. LAI’RENCE: You answered most of my questions. 1 quess what I was thinking of was more 1n Une
with maintenance but I realize you were working closely on the training and administration side of

MR. HERB HUNT: Right. Mr. Chairman, there has been progress and work In that area. On the 
uCnance ^or* example I have done a lot of work with education. They had closed down the

oil burner mechanic program which was the only program for delivery of the housing maintenance 
serviceman courses for housing association employees here. My Involvement with éducation has 
resulted In that program being put back on stream with a full-time instructor hired for Frobisher, 
so progress has been made In that area. I have also recently made a submission for use of capital 
money for major maintenance work, to put into place a travelling maintenance crew and again the 
Department of Education has assisted greatly in that area by approving four apprenticeship 
positions so we can train qualified journeymen employees either to take positions within the 
corporation on completion of training which would qualify them for jobs with housing associations. 
And those arv the kinds of major things that have to take place. The Housing Corporation has been 
operating for the past 10 years. We have not had an apprenticeship proqram In place 1n that period 
or time to train qualified people to maintain the houses that are beinq provided. There are a 
number of reasons for that, but the main reason 1s that the funding which would allow those things 
to take place has not been provided. We have always been behind the eight ball of trying to do'a 
job without the resources or funding to do it.

MR. PEDERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The comments you had on home-ownership for meeting the
future needs of housing, I find them inconsistent with what I have heard from quite high level 
officers of the corporation in Yellowknife who have been very frank in saying that the
home-ownership program 1s something they would just as soon not have mentioned in the East because 
they did not feel that 1t fitted into the Eastern Arctic very well. Personally I disagree with 
them. You mentioned the success or certainly the potential for success in the staff houslnq 
program with home-ownership and the incentives were attractive enough now for staff to consider 
this. You also mentioned that there can be a fuel subsidy —  I think they were your words. I am 
not aware of that one and I would like you to elaborate on that when you reply. The electricity 
subsidy I am quite aware of.

The subsidy, the one I Imagine when you say it is attractive for staff to consider home-ownership, 
Is the housing allowance, which 1 believe is $450 a month. In many instances where staff do take 
advantage of these programs it is in fact a double subsidy, where both husband and wife are
employed by the same or different agencies of government and it in fact becomes a $900 housing 
subsidy per month. I am asking you not as a corporation man now but a personal opinion, Is that 
the kinds of subsidies we are looking at when you say that it is feasible to do over here? Is it 
in fact a $900 a month subsidy to the home-owner plus subsidization in utilities, both electrical 
and fuel? I submit that if that is what we are looking at, then costwise it would be very much in 
line with the current program.

I don't disagree with this when I say I submit to you that the cost is not much different because I 
do agree with one statement you made earlier that the corporation has been put In the position of 
beinq a social agency and not a provider of housinq. I believe that today probably the corporation 
is the largest single social assistance agency in the NWT throuqh its subsidy on fue1 and
electricity, but is that the kind of subsidies that you foresee would be necessary to have a viable
home-ownership market where it would provide the incentive for private enterprise to Invest 1n 
home-ownership as you suggested and create a housinq industry and fill the need for future housina 
in the district?
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MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman and Mr. PnHarct», pCrh»,,. ; -hrvld -„tart by J1 ia4i c-cmy wiin one
statement that you made and that it, t subsidy of some $900 in terms of ongoing operating costs Is 
comparable to what the corporation is now paying for puolir housing. Nine hundred dollars Is 
considerably lower than the subsidies under the current program.

Right now there 1s a two tier program for home-ownership, One program geared to sta'f of 
government which provides an ongoing -- what normally would fall In a cateqory of 0 and M subsidy 
that ranges from $450 or $750 to $900 a month. Then we have programs that are administered by the 
Housing Corporation that provides a one-time capital subsidy. In other words you provide a housing
package or you provide a northern rent to house at a nominal fee. 5c there are Inconsistencies 1n
the delivery of government programs.

I would think that subsidies for electricity, subsidies 1n the area of POI. and capital subsidies
need not be at that magnitude. I personally think, and here perhaps I am somewhat In contradiction
with my employer, that the capital costs of constructing a house in this area has been Inflated 
over the years because of the total concentration of government and the sometimes inefficiencies 
within government in running major construction proarams. I think the Individual and we have three 
such experiences sitting right here, three Individuals who do feel and are committed to the notion 
that nome-ownership 1s better, have proven that it is more efficient for the three of us who have 
built home' in Frobisher, have built homes considerably below government prices, whether thgy be 
DRW or the Housing Corporation. So there are also efficiencies 1n terms of operation of units, our 
costs for electricity, fuel and for maintenance Is nowhere comparable to the cost of those services 
through houses that are subsidized by government.

I received information that a utility cost in a house that is recently rehabed, the fuel cost is 
$26,000 a year for one unit. I don't knew why that is, but the Inefficiency built 1n there through 
the program the consumer waste, if you will, is not seen from those people vrfio have to pay the 
bills themselves. So I don't see that the magnitude of subsidies that you are talking about are
required but I do see that there are subsidies that are required and there are proarams that are
required that would make the individual, the tenant responsible for some aspect of provision Of 
shelter.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I would like to ask a question also. As you mentioned
earlier there are three of you who built your own homes. If a person is not a government employes ,
or If you are partly employed would the house that you own -- do you think you would be able to
Hve even if you are not working or would it cost too much to own your own home If you are
unemployed?

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, if I were unemployed I would not be able to afford the house that I
live in, therefore, I would assume that I would qualify for a subsidized low rental oublie housing 
program. If !. were unemployed tomorrow, as a result of this discussion here -- I might lose щу 
job -- I would think that I would be able to make a deal with the Department of Social Services 
that would allow me to maintain my home until such time as I was able to seek employment 
elsewhere. But to answer your question, I would never have undertaken to build a house In the way 
that I went about it, as an unemployed individual. But I am nuite confident that qlven the kinds 
of housing programs that the corporation is offering in terms of the provision of a material 
package, I would apply for that kind of package, I would build a house myself and I would enter 
into an agreement with Social Services if necessary, if I didn't have the money to maintain that 
house.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any questions? Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: Mr. Hunt, you indicated you have sold 40 rental units. Are those units primarily In 
Frobisher Bay and if not, where and to whom have you sold them? To government employees or to 
non-government employees?

C H AIR M AN  ( M r .  P u d l u k ) :  T h a n k  y o u .  M r .  H u n t .
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MR. HERB HUNT : Mr. Chairman, most of those houses that have been sold under that program haves been 
sold in Frobisher Ray a large number of purchaser:» were government employees or people employed 
with other agencies who perhaps shouldn't have been In those houses In the first place.

There have been houses sold in various communities but the number of houses per community have been 
much fewer. The promotion of that program by our office has really just taken off within the past 
year particularly 1n the past months -- I believe there was one sold In Resolute Bay, some sold In
Igloolik —  I don't have a complete 11st but what I could do 1s have a 11st drawn up for you.

MR. McCALLUM: 1 would appreciate getting a 11st of that and whether In fact you have a further
Inventory of those units that would be available to people other than government employees, because 
obviously they should be available to people who have lived 1n thea for some time. There 1s an 
arrangement, I think, whereby the amount of money they have paid for rent over a period of time can 
be deducted from the sale price.

I Just want to pursue a further comment, 1 think that you made, and if I'm reading it wrong or I 
took it down wrong, you can correct me. You are suggesting that there Is an adequate («umber of
social housing units now and as such, you would not Increase that Inventory -- that there should be
enough units to look after the criteria that you have, you suqgested as well that there should be a 
now look. If you like, an eligibility to live 1n those units that as you suggested restricting 
eligibility. Where then do other people live, government employees for example, where would they 
go? Because I would expect that, not only 1n Frobisher but In a lot of other communities, because
that's what we heard 1n other communities that there are a number o f  people who arc government
employees living 1n these so called rental units, social houslnq. I am interested in what you are 
saying as to retaining the number of units if they are properly maintained, at the present time 
that Is not Increasing the Inventory and trying to get Into other programs such as the 
home-assistance program, the rural remote -- I think its something :'d like to get some idea from 
you, what you feel about the government providing for example, low cost second mortgages or even 
first mortgages. Granted that's a lot in one plight, but if you couid comment on those.

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, the entire presentation has to be taken into context and that is, .you 
cannot do one without the other, 1n other words, you cannot restrict. There Is a need for housing, 
there's no question. There is a need for more housing, need for better housing, need for
improvement of the housing stock and there's a need to maintain and upkeep the housing stock.
Those are all problems we are struggling with on a day to day basis.

The solution that I suggested is just that. You do restrict. There is an adequate stock of public 
housing units If you put into place a criteria for allocation of public housing on basis of need 
and a basis of Income and lower Income. What is now needed are those programs that would allow the 
people who can afford It or can contribute toward the cost of provision of shelter, Drograms that 
would assist those people to provide their own need for houslnq through assistance. In other 
words, provide the responsibility on the individual but in addition to the responsibility provide 
the individual with a way, for and means for providing shelter, I think programs that will allow 
easy access to mortgages, whether subsidized first mortgages or subsidized second mortgages, the 
home-ownership packages that we offer, the rural and remote packages that are offered and I 
understand there are some problems with it. It is a net/ program here but I can't identify what 
those problems are, apparently they are not as cost effective as they appear to be so there would 
have to be son*.- things worked out there. It is through the delivery of those kinds of programs 
that would allow for a restriction of eligibility or a more strinaent criteria for eligibility into 
public housing.

I find it somewhat remarkable that the level of interest of home-ownership from the younger people 
-- perhaps it has come about in two ways. There is a shortaqe of houslnq so they perceive 
home-ownership as a way of relieving, as addressing their need for housing. But I do find that it 
is somewhat remarkable that in light of subsidized program where an average rent for one of our 
houses is $98 a month, that someone would even consider looking at home-ownership, but yet the 
interest is there. The interest has been expressed.

So, yes, programs such as mortgage assistance programs, proqrams that would allow for a reduction 
in cost to the prospective home-owner would allow those proqrams to take off and would allow the 
corporation and communities to get into a process of providing a low-rental public houslnq to 
people who really need it the worst.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Hunt.



In terms of the northern rent to houses, there 1s a diminishing Inventory of northern rent to 
houses that are available for sale. One of things that we are undertaking to do rlaht now. Is to 
identify that iwusHĸj blutk, identify clients tnrouyh community consultations, to discussions with 
the Individuals through discussions with the housing associations which tenants, particularly 
long-term tenants who have lived In those houses, are Interested in buying those houses. That's 
the first criteria, second criteria 1s, what Is required to make those houses more attractive for 
sale. At the present time we are investing some $80,000 to rehab those units, which roughly 
$20,000 is appropriations from the territorial government. Is there a way to upgrade those houses 
for up to $20,000 that would make It attractive for the Individual to buy the unit? Those are the 
kinds of things that have to be looked into but again and I wish I had the data and the Information 
right here to present to you on all of these things but unfortunately I do not have the resources 
to be able to have all of those answers readily available within the short timeframe that I've had 
to try to address those problems.

MR. McCALLUM: Could you Indicate to me, what's a ballpark average price that you've sold those
rental units for?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Hunt.

MR. HERB HUNT: Okay. This is a very rough answer. I would venture to guess that the maximum
price for a northern rental house that has had no capital Investment in In recent years to be a 
maximum of about $3000. I would say the average price is probably the minimum price of $1000. 
There's been a urogram change that set the minimum price at $1000 but yes, some did go as low as 
$1.00. I think the highest northern rental price we have received is In the neighbourhood of
$40,000, but that was a northern rental house that received significant amount of capital 
investment. It was a recovering of that capital Investment.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I would like to inform you that if you have a question or comment answered,
please speak Into your microphone so we can record them Into the minutes. Any further questions? 
Mr. T'Selele. t

MR. T'SELEIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I wonder if the committee could have from the district
office what it costs to maintain a rental unit in all the communities in the Baffin. Whet ttyt 
actual costs are to the government, to the Housing Corporation, of maintaining rental housing. ‘ 
wonder if the district office could, maybe not right here, but In some point in time, 
breakdown of those costs, I think we might have a better chance to address the funding Issue 1 Й Щ  
knew the actual costs today. •

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Hunt.

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, I do have those figures here with me and perhaps 1t might be of
Interest to just quickly have a look at some summary figures. This information I am providing yCu  
is strictly on the maintenance side, it does not deal with operations or utility costs, although 1. 
have that information here as well.

In 1983, actual expenditures for maintenance for a public house was $1248. That included salary^; 
materials and freight. The Department of Public Works spent $4565 for every staff house. • 
there is a considerable difference there. Just a little bit of other summary information ls.-иодз 
on staff housing, DPW had one tradesperson for every 13 houses for maintenance, mostly journeynM^ 
The Housing Corporation had one tradesperson for every 30 houses and they are mostly unskilled;;: 
DPW had one supervisory technical person for every 152 houses. The Housing Corporation had one 
technical supervisory person for all 1196 units. DPW paid an averaqe salary of $40,550 while the 
housing associations paid an average salary of $25,461. I will produce copies of that for you.

One more item in terms of total cost, there is going to be some discrepancies because I am
providing you now budget figures for this year which is based upon a stork cost, of course. The
amortization of capital totals $421 per unit, the operating budget per unit is $719. The total
operating cost is $1240, our rental revenue per unit is $98 which provides a total subsidy based on
a current funding levels of $1142 per unit. These are monthly figures. These are budget
information that shows you this, I guess, if you will, a disparity as well as the costs. 
Everytime 1 look at those fiqures I find it staggering and often reflect on how the government can 
continue given those costs continue in terms of real dollars afford programs such as the public 
housing program. In order to maintain the houses properly, just in terms of maintenance, I would 
need, just fo be comparable with the maintenance staff housing by DPW, I would need an increase in 
our maintenance budget from $900,000 to $5.5 million.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. T'Seleie.

MR. T'SELEIE: Mr. Chairman, I render 1f Mr. Hunt could maire » n  tho;e fi
Messrs оГ Lhe committee so we can study them and make recommendations based on some of those
figures.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Hunt.

MR. HERB HUNT: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I will.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Arlooktoo.

(Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think I'll make some comments other than 
what Is being discussed. From the hearings in the communities we gather there were a lot of 
communities who were concerned about the Housing Corporation's public housing, that when they move
Into the houses just look like a floor, just a shelter, and most of the public housing does not
have any furniture such as dryers and bathtubs, tables and beds. They were wondering why It cost 
so much money If the unit has no furniture. So you made some good presentations when you started.
I am wondering if that situation could be corrected in the future or are we goina to be faclnq the 
same problem? Thank you. ‘

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Hunt?

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, it is a corporation policy not to provide furniture and furnishinqs 
for public housing. I realize this is a concern, but one of my jobs 1s to administer corporation 
policy, not to establish them. So I really have no answers to that question, but If I may
Interject a personal comment, for four or five years I was Involved In the administration and
management of staff housing for the government. I would just hate to get into a progren where I 
would have to administer the provision of furnishings under the public housing program. I think if 
this committee were to consider such a move I think 1t should be considered in the context of some 
kind of financial assistance, perhaps through the Department of Social Services 1f necessary, 
rather than through upgrading the current proqram to include the provision of furniture. Because I 
can assure you that both the Housing Corporation and housing associations would find 1t an 
administrative nightmare to try to administer a proqram for provision of furniture for housing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Just to make a supplementary comment, the staff housing, the people who
work for the government in communities have a qreater concern compared to the public and the 
government employees from down South are moved Into staff housing and they have furniture already’ 
there waiting for them. There are some tables, sofas, and in the communities the government ■ 
employees are situated in a unit where there is no furniture and I think that was the major concern 
from the government employees. The concern also included that there is a shortaqe of staffnnuci nЛ 5

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Perhaps I was not aulte clear from the 
hearings, but here in Frobisher In Happy Valiev they received some units in 1977 and at that time 
they had sinks and dryers available to them when they moved into those units and 1 want to know 1f 
the problem is that there 1s no more furniture available. We all know that there Is no furniture 
available in Frobisher Bay and is it the same throuqhout all the communities in Baffin Reqlon or 
are there differences 1n supplying furniture?

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, I am not aware of any program that allows for the provision of 
furniture as part of any of the corporation's housinq proqrams. I am not aware of the situation 
that was referred to in 1977. I can speculate that I think a few years ago the government had a 
sale to dispose of old and worn out furniture at a public auction and people within the community 
purchased a lot of that furniture at a nominal price. I recognize the problem. I realize there 1s 
a problem that the availability of furnishinqs for purchase within the local community is pot 
there. There is through The Bay store and through other retailers, a larqer inventory of furniture 
that people can buy. It is problem, there is no question, but I do not have any suggestions as to 
a solution to that problem. Perhaps some policy of workinq closer with the retailers who s.ock an 
inventory of furniture might resolve the problem.

housing.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. T'Selele.

MR. T'SELEIE: Mr. Hunt, we do not have very much time here but I found what you said about the 
Inefficiency of the corporation really interesting earlier when you were saying that you were one 
of the people that built his own home at a lower cost. I quess just for the record I would like to 
hear how the corporation is Inefficient and how can it lower its costs? How can 1t become more 
efficient?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Hunt?

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, I have to show some party loyalty here. I did not say that the
Housing Corporation per se was inefficient, I said government as a whole is inefficient in terms of 
its delivery of those kinds of things, in terms of bringing the cost down. I think it is generally 
accepted knowledge if we do a comparative analysis. Number one, I was able to keep the cost down 
on my house by doing my own labour. I built the house myself. There is a large component that 
government has to pay for construction. Number two, I avoided the cost of architectural and 
engineering, there was no support staff that was necessary to do the drawlnqs. I had an 
alternative, of course, of buying a package to incorporate that kind of cost but I did not, I was 
able to avoid it. So there was a way of saving money. Number three, I did not have to accept the 
lowest tender on various packages. I was able to shop around, I was able to go out and negotiate 
for deals. There was not a straightforward offering of a job and to take the lowest price to get 
that job done. I offered a job. If I was not happy with the lowest price, I went to various 
different people and I negotiated. I got the price down in that way.

So these are some examples of areas where there was a considerable cost savings. I will tell you 
that my cost of providing my house was in the neighborhood of 40 percent to 50 percent of the cost 
of government providing a comparable home.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to make a short comment and then e
guestion. I guess the people have a hard time understanding why they have to go on this federal 
rent scale of 25 per cent when their house, if not maintained to the standard of the federal or the 
government employees where they have running water and the appliances provided —  it is hard for 
them to understand, it is even hard for me to understand that as well. I am familiar with that in 
my constituency. My question is that when you visited in a community such as Pangnirtung, did you 
have a chance to visit any of the huts?

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, I have visited most of the houses in this district. I have seen a
very large percentage of the 1196 houses. I have visited family and friends and I certainly have a 
lot of empathy for people who are living in some of the old houses with some of the problems. 
There is no question that there is a need to upgrade the quality of houses. We have some 250 
houses that the ceilings cave in every year. They have to be corrected. We have those same houses 
where sewage tanks are freezing up. Those problems have to be corrected. It is nothing that money
cannot solve and the solutions of working with housing associations -- I can tell you the same
frustrations you are getting from housing associations you are probably getting from me right herd 
right now.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I do not think you heard my question. I asked if you visited the huts right by
shore? 1 am not talking about the houses that have all these problems. We are aware of that. ~ “
question is, have you had a chance to go into one of these huts?

MR. HERB HUNT: Oh, sorry, I apologize. I did not go into the huts. I saw the huts. I saw thft
problems that are associated in terms of the lifestyle of the people living there. I can tell you 
that I devoted a lot of time and effort to try and increase the number of houses going into 
Pangnirtung just to meet that need.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Just one more comment. We only went into Pangnirtung once and we made the best of 
that visit by visiting the huts and it was very interesting. They have not blown away like the 
houses and garages built by the corporation have blown away. Those huts were intact and were very 
interesting.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anymore questions? Mr. McCallum.
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ünù ?fîîf'Hîl: «PerÎ!aps 1 shou1d aslc this Personnel rather than Housing. Has the government sold 
any staff housing to government employees and at what price? A balIpark fIqure again.
rUAtOMaw # • • • * » « '•  „

m n  \nr. ruoiuĸj: мг. lom Demchoson.

Mr- Chairman, this region does not at the present time have a policy to sell 
staff houses but there 1s a proposal being considered at this time.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Arnold?

&  й и Л Л Г Г  the dlstrlct. ha.d anv re'>uests 10 ь“ш  s" " or to»s
citizen homes? 1 ? H th been У requests from апУ of the communities to build senior

Mr. Chairman, no there has been no specific requests for accommodation under thatMR. HERB HUNT: 
program.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any further questions? Mike?

Ï ;  ChaiT n\  Mr- Hunt we appreciate your candor and we realize you
l  at °n because you do r.ot make the policies. But our feelinq was that It Is very
Important to ^ к . ^ д^ ^ ^ 9 1 опа1 offices because of your proximity to the problems. Now I wonder 
nf bib»* n У ^e3S bes d̂es the obvious ones of gettinq more money and more personnel resources 

power?, and responsibilities should devolve to the regional offices Md/or the S S i m  
federations and associations to Improve delivery of the programs?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Hunt?

I £ ; nlfChA 1? an\ 1 ,have J 1ved and worked In this region for pretty well all of my 
1 thj nk 1t s c1early understood that my philosophy Is that a total decentral Nation 

of the delivery of any program, including housing programs, Is the only answer to allow th« ■
would «aumûith4 «-hnd the offfr 1 n 5 of solutions at a level that can be reached by the communities. Г  
nf fhfa^ W c°rP°rat1on that it 1s, by and large, a highly centralized organization with all'

the decision making, particularly in our major proqram delivery, which Is a caDltaí 
construction, is currently centralized to a degree that a portion of the district staff Í S o r t f e  
directly to an officer In headquarters by passing myself. C start report*.*,,

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Paniloo?

d L u « í í ° 0 :A ^ i L e9ard n / Ü *  SU*ject 1 qo1ng t 0  ask a d1fferent question which has not been 
within8 M ip i SrrĩíiH« W ihhaVefbt 0  approv? the budget the Housing Corporation will be usingSSÍÎStl"80?1 V h ^ n ^ h ^ 1 *9 “ ' b ^ e t ^ ^ a t  'system *  у ^ ^ е Г К Г ^ е  ĩeTloíSî 

£ »  íh“  bíígrt f o r ' S f i ' S r ' 1 ' * '  “!e? ' ha,e “"der!ta"d thit be,ore *

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr Chairman, up until this year the entire budqet for the operation of districts
Л 1  Ï T  r.esp°nsib1l1ty of headquarters. This year it was decentralized to thSregions andthis Is
or Le ^ V o / h T d o P t  ̂ an n er î0f thlS 0 f Tf , c e  h a s  some responsibility and control over budget. The 
process for budget allocation is, as I understand it, for all departments of aovernment includlna
íroy1d T l n ad Î L ’ĸ eSt?b1i?hed b> the Legislature, the Executive C o m m i t t e e T b a s e  level ^  
p ovlded and that base level is allocated to the various proqrams. I have received a taroet 
taråptt ^  responsibilities here. I in turn, provide each housing assocation with their 
S î i  al1ocat1or\ based uP°n that portion of the budget that has been assiqned to me for the 
diiTr n .rnafiageraent of housing. This being the first year that we took on that responsibility I 
did run Into some staff problems which resulted in, instead of a budqet being allocated 1n FebruaryГйЗГзЙ? ’ had * *“ bUd4St ““■îï-tS»
s  T J Z u  ifhert L “b!,,sibe,ep;e°b' s )i.n0 г ’с ^ т  • s r s s  s t S M s

îS "J & “ííoJ ĸ r  Гт 4sr fund,n8
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that Is being done with staff housing, I need $5.5 million. But until that base Is provided to м  
there ib noiiting I can do in terms or my involvement with housing associations to assist them 1n 
base level changes.

Perhaps just as a general comment which 1s quite Interesting, I had a phonecall yesterday from the 
secretary manager 1n Arctic Bay and he said that he has not received a man year increase for 
maintenance since 1974. They had two people working then, they have two people working now, and he 
1s quite concerned. If something happens to that house and the house burns down or there is an 
accident Inside because of lack of maintenance, he feels that he Is liable. The only thing I could 
say to that Individual was that we share the same concerns. It Is a problem that both he as
secretary manager and I as district manager have to cope with because there 1s no funding within 
the overall budget for the corporation that would allow that association to increase its man-year 
requirement In order to do an adequate maintenance job.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Pauloosle?

MR. PANILŨ0: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am just going to make my question clear.
The funding that Is going to be allocated to Clyde River, Is the decision made here in Frobisher, 
or do you consult the community housing association?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Hunt?

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, my intent this year was to take the target figure that was provided
to me and do a tentative allocation of that target for each association. It was my Intention to 
take those figures to the federation meeting on February 23 to 29, 1984. Unfortunately, as I 
mentioned to you, I ran Into some personnel problems. The budget was not prepared and It was not 
completed until I did It myself on March 31, 1984. There has been consultation with communities. 
There have been discussions with communities, but the solutions have not arisen from that 
discussion or that consultation in most cases. What I am stressing to you 1s that the solutions 
are not there because the funding base 1s not there to offer solutions. We have corrected some 
minor Inequities, 1f you will, 1n budget allocation. There was one community In particular that 
when we had a discussion with the chairman, the vice-chairman and the secretary manaqer, It was 
clearly Identified as there was not a proportional allocation of funding to that community. We 
Identified the problem there. We Identified the cause of that problem a» it was corrected. In 
other words, there was one community we felt that was overallocation w. chin the confines of the 
targets that we had by some $23,000 which affected this other community of being underbudget by 
$23,000, so we made the change as a result of discussions and consultations.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Dennis?

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. There is one auestlon I would really like
to ask Mr. Hunt for this committee and that is, you seem to be -- well you are -- suffering iron a  
lack of resources and you have observed that the territorial government in this region has 
significantly better resources than the Housing Corporation to look after Its own staff houses. 
Could you outline briefly whether you see any advantages in the Housing Corporation becoming a 
department within the government rather than a separate organization that has to have Its own 
finance capability in the region, its own tradespeople and perhaps has to ask for cooperation from 
government departments from the outside. Would there be any advantages at the regional level In 
having the corporation within the government in your viewpoint?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Hunt?

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, I can certainly 11st off some advantages. When I took on the
position of district manager I found that the relationship between the district offices cf the 
corporation and the various other departments of government was nonexistent. I endeavoured to 
change that through a close working relationship with the various superintendents and with the 
Executive, and I think we have brought about a good working relationship 1n which we talk, we 
consult, we exchange information. One of the advantages of being a department of government Is 
that that exercise would not be at the discretion of the manaqer but would be a requirement, and 
there 1s a definite requirement for a working relationship. The delivery of housing programs
requires land. Land is administered through Local Government. Involvement with Local Government 
on a day to day basis 1s essential. Municipal services are affected by changes In the delivery of 
housing. Municipal services 1s throuqh the Department of Local Government and through hamlet
councils, so there needs to be a close working relationship there. Technical resources are
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available within the Department of Public Works. The utilization of those resources at the present 
time depends upon goodwill. As a department of government 1 c would he an oblloatlon. There *re 

such exssplcs that гсчймс o ».1иъе working relationship.

One of the things that I tried to establish as district manager was to put Into place a long range» 
five-year capital plan so that everyone 1 s aware of programs that are planned by the corporation so 
that they 1n turn can react accordingly -- Local Government 1n terms of land and municipal 
services and the capital money that 1s Involved there, Government Services 1n terms of the 
provision of POL services and so^ on and so forth. Mr. Chairman, I am very disappointed In my 
efforts In that area. I have received very little reaction through my consultation and discussions 
at federation meetings and with housing associations. After two years effort there Is still no 
capital plan and I think that as a department of government that process would be facilitated In 
that the regional director would insist upon an Immediate capital plan. So those are some 
advantages 1n the Housing Corporation becoming a department of government, and In my view, would 
facilitate perhaps a better decentralization In terms of the delivery of programs.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I would like to get a solution from this committee for planning this
morning. We are planning to tour the NWTHC with Mr. Hunt and If we are going to do that I think we 
have to break pretty soon. Or we can have that tour tomorrow afternoon before Cape Dorset. We 
have a very heavy schedule this afternoon. Mr. Angottitauruq.

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ; (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Perhaps 1t would be better 1f I spoke 
English. (End of translation). I will get up to what you said In a minute after I ask a question 
If you do not mind.

We are trying to Improve the housing problem all across the Northwest Territories and this
committee 1s supposed to be here to hear the problems and to oet questions and answers. Well, 
looking at the whole thing, home-ownership, furniture and rental problems, the government staff and 
all these things, I am going to form it in one question. This is directed to the district
manager. There 1s talk about home-owners and also there is talk about home-owners 1n my area In 
the West. There are a lot of people who are happy about this but to me, I do not think this is 
going to really Improve the housing problem due to many other problems. While the northern rental 
houses do not have any furniture and the government staff houses have furniture, It is a different 
story 1f you live in two different type of houses.

I used to live in a government house arid now I am living In a northern rental house. With
everything 1n that government house, furniture and everything else, I was paving less for that
house. Now I live 1n a northern rental house with nothing in it and I have to purchase everything
for myself to furnish the house, I pay more. And when I was working for the government Ï was
making more money. Now I am living 1n a northern rental, still attached' to the government but I am 
not making as much as when I was in the government staff house. I am quite afraid when they 
mention about home-owners due to many problems. There are ordinary people who need houses who are 
working full time but sometimes they do not have the benefits as hiaher people do. My question 1s,
I would like to know who can really help these home-owners with the problem of the houslna
shortage?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Before you answer that nuestion I just want to make a correction. You are
not part of the West anymore. I think you call it Kitikmeot. Correct me if I am wrong.

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: Well, that is correct. I was just putting the Territories back together.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Hunt?

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, one of the things I tried to do when I was personnel manaqer was to
change that policy on furniture and to make it the responsibility of the individual to provide his 
own furniture. I think if that had been done using your situation, if you had bought furniture 
when you were in staff housing rather than have furniture provided, you would not be In the problem
that you are in right now in a level of lower income. As to who would benefit from proqrams of
home-ownership, I think it would be a collective benefit, a benefit by the individual, In that the 
individual has the flexibility of providing shelter to meet his needs rather than somebody else's 
perception of his need for shelter. I think the government as a whole will be the beneficiary In 
that the resources that it directs right now into highly subsidized public housing would go into 
home-ownership housing which would, in turn, be an economic stimulus. I would suggest that through
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the home-ownership programs more ot the capital money Invested In housing would remain within that 
in term of Isbour, 1 r, tír.7ô of wufk, in terra of jobs, in terms ot services and 

businesses that would be generated to meet the demands for furnishings or maintenance or what have 
you.

I think 1t would be a general economic stimulus to the community that everybody within the
community would benefit from. It would reduce cost of utilities and services and which money could 
be directed Into the delivery of other programs. $26,000 Is the cost of operating units. I am 
not sure 1f this 1s both fuel and utility costs. I would think that at that price It would have to 
be or something 1s terribly wrong. But 1t ranges from $13,800 up to $17,740 to operate and 
maintain a house. Now that Is money that government Is paying for fuel and electricity. The
homeowner, I am confident, would pay nowhere near that amount of money for those services. So
there you can provide the assistance for a lower cost of service, thereby saving a lot of money
which could be rechannelled Into other programs, so I think everybody stands to gain.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will make this short. Getting back to the local board 
of trustees, who decides to have a board of trustees and how do they appoint these people on the 
board?

MR. HERB HUNT: I believe the question you are referring to is the situation 1n Frobisher Bay?

HRS. LAWRENCE: Yes, I am referring to the local board of trustees here in Frobisher Bay.

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, we did a management audit of the operation 1n Frobisher Bay. We
found that there was very little representation of the community on the make up of the board, In
fact, employees of the association were called In to make some decisions as to the election of the 
board. There were some management problems, a lot of the problems that have already been
Identified like allocations, so on so forth. It was my decision to terminate the management
agreement with the housing association. Obviously I had communicated that decision to my superiors
and obtained support for it before I acted. It was my recommendation that a board of trustees be 
put into place to allow an opportunity for the development of a model for the management of housing
in this community to reflect the needs of this community.

There was a request by the mayor for the municipality to take over the direct administration and 
delivery of municipal services. So accordingly the mayor and the secretary manager were appointed 
to serve on that board to give them an opportunity first hand to see what" all Is Involved In the
management of housing, and after they see that, to see whether they still want to take on that
responsibility. We appointed a director from Social Services. Since we are involved In the 
runnlnq of a social housing program the director of Social Services was asked to sit on the board.
I guess I recommended myself as chairman for that board and the assistant district manager 1s
sitting on the board, as well as two tenants. So all of the recommendations 1n terms of the
formation of the board of trustees and who were selected to sit on that board were recommendations 
that were made by myself for that purpose.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Okay, just one short question. By recommending yourself as the chairman do .you not 
feel that there is a conflict with the job that you are doing as district manager?

MR. HERB HUNT: Mr. Chairman, no.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I think the time is running out now if you want to have a tour. To the 
solution. Is there agreement from the committee because nobody told me there would be a 
presentation from a government officer. Is this house agreed? Proceed.

MR. KEN MacRURY: Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the GNWT regional offices I would like to make a short 
statement for your records, basically to advise you as to where we stand on the topic of housinq 1n 
this region. Basically we are working closely with the Housing Corporation to encourage the
development of a private home-ownership market in this region. Our principal efforts have been
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to «trament so that the town will bava control of land disposal. Ha ora mouettlng the town to 
*ak* lota aval labia on a priority bails to people who wish to build private residences, and we era 
encouraging the town to allow private builders to lease or purchase serviced or unserviced lots 
depending on their choice.

So those are sons of the things we ere talking to the town about. One thing that we bava don* Is 
ws have written a letter to the Commissioner requesting an Executive Committee decision on the sale 
of SHUT housing in Frobisher Bay and we would appreciate • positive response to that request. Ha 
believe that private horae-ownershlp Is a viable option In Frobisher Say particularly, bet also 1n 
the settlements. Yeu said that you had not heard too much about H  in the settlement*. I know 
that that Is probably true. I think that quite a number of our staff that ire long-tens residents 
In a particular community are Interested In purchasing government units or northern rental units 
and turning then into private accomodation. Some of t h m  are also looking at the possibility of 
building 1n the settlmmts, but principally the activity 1s taking place in Frobisher Bay. That 
1s «11 2 have to say, Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Hr. Pudluk); Tnank you. Does anybody have a question! Hr. Tom Oencheson.

Ht. TOM OIHCHGSCH: Hr. Chair*an, 1 would Just like to give a handout of Information for the
cmrittea Herbert. Basically It Is Information on the occupancy of housing that 1s owned by вННТ, 
m t  statut Ice on government staff and housing.

CHAKtNAH (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. I think that will be veluable. Any ouestIonsY Okay, I would 
K M  to thank Nr. Hprb Hunt, Nr. Tom Oemeheson and Nr. Ken Hacftury. In the early 1970s we used to 
go Hewn toProMfhir, To* and I and Herb Hunt, and we used to ha va a meeting and this 1s really a 
different meting today. Thanks very much for your presentations and your comments and questions. 
Jr*. Ht gpljil to have s tour? Before we go on 1 would like to ask this ccmittce, the mayor of
Frobisher l O  would like to meet with us. It 1s either qoinp to be 1:00 o'clock or 3:20. It 1$
only gotng to take a half an hour. Penny, to the microphone please,

HS PENNY AUNQhO: He can be beck In this room at 1:00 o'clock and if we are going to m e t  at 3:íX) 
t M n  ft involves pushing the late afternoon appointments forward, so you are not going to g|1n any 
time either way. You ire going to lose a half an hour. You just have to decide If you want to 
lose U  between 1:00 and 1:30 or from 4:00 to 4:30. So take that Into consideration.

HR. McCAUUM: Penny, he wants to meet us alone. He 1s not mating with the town council.

Ш Т Ш  Ш Г Н  m  MAYOR OF FROBISHER BAY

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): This afternoon we have the mayor of Frobisher Bay who fs golnn to qly* us 4 
presentation. He do not have very much time left. Could you start now Mr. Mayor!

MAYOR BRYAN PEARSON: Thank you, Nr. Pudluk. It 1s nlco to see you (n Frobisher and I would like 
to take the opportunity to welcome you all here on behalf of the cosnunlty. I just arrived hack 
fro* s long trip so I do not have anything prepared but I have some ideas that I Just thobqht I 
wu ld throw at you. You may have heard then before and perhaps you concur with some of my views on 
housing In the North. I just thought I would take the opportunity to meet with you and express 
them and hopefully we can get housing 1n a better shape than it 1s today.

I Wjuld like to start my remarks by saying chat I believe the Improvements (n housing 1n the past 
10 years are far greater than anybody ever 1k,agtned and I personally am always Maxed at the
progress that has been made 1n the past 10 or 12 years. As you may be awaro I first proposed to
the territorial government, to my colleagues on Council in 1970-71, that there be e task force on 
housing and It 1s nice to see after 12 or 14 years that there 1s now a teak force on housing. My 
colleagues at the time agreed but the Commissioner, In all his wisdom, rather than establish a task 
force, 1n fact, established a committee which founded the Houslna Corporation. Tom Butters was the 
head of that thing. I thought It never really examined the housing problems at the time, however, 
be that as 1t may, the Housing Corporation I believe has accomplished an Incredible amount of work, 
has brought marvellous Improvements to the standard of living In the Northwest Territories. It may 
be true to say that 1n some areas of the Northwest Territories they have'benefited flora than 1n 
others, end I suppose that that 1s the luck of the people and the representatives that they elected 
to represent them.
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How?ver, my own wee, the Eastern Arctic I think has made incredible strides with the production 
and the development of housing» and each of the directors of the Housing Corporation» l think» 
deserve a vote of thanks and I have expressed this to them a couple of years ago 1n Hay River. Roy
HcLure, who accomplished a terrific amount of work at the tlmd In wrestling the reins away from Stu
Hodgson and John Parker and that administrative group who were very reluctant to relinquish this 
very Important area of housing. Roy HcLure accomplished that and established the corporation. Slg 
D1etz bu11t a substantial Infrastructure and In his way» further enhanced the corporation and begin 
to provide s o w  good leadership and direction to the regions and of course the establishment cf the
regional organisations. Following him we had George Forrest Who» in M s  way» made a substantial
contribution and designed s o w  new Ideas and concepts 1n housing. And of course m * ere in the 
midst of the Vic Irving reign. Now how long that will last f do not know, but V1c has also 
accomplished a terrific amount of work.

The Improvements in housing and the provision of housing, as I say, have been enormous. However, 
throughout ell these years there has been one overriding problem. There Is a breakdown In the 
system. The system works very well 1n Yellowknife and very well In tha reqlons to a degree, but 1n 
the communities it does not work and It has never worked because the problem hat never really been 
addressed properly by the housing people. They Inherited the system from the federal government 
who, many years ago, themselves unable to provide adequate housing, unable to provide pood 
management In the settlements, turned it over to the people end said *0h well, we will be
democratic about this, we will q1ve you the responsibility." And of course the people to shorn they 
gave the responsibility were hardly equipped to handle such responsibilities because In many of the 
communities there is nepotism and there are all kinds of other strange arrangements made between 
chairmen of housing associations and their relatives. All kinds of corrupt preetlees have been 
going on for many years end I suppose to some deqree these still exist.

So the Housing Corporation have had this continuous uphill battle with trying to get that
infrastructure 1n order 1n the communities* I think the responsibility of your committee would be 
to examine 1n very close detail the type of management of the houslnp within the communities 
because that Is where I see the real problem that has never been resolved. It still exists, as I 
am sure many of you are aware, because of the approach that the Canadian oovernment hat bed to 
northern development -- this fragmentation that has taken place 1n the communities. I am sure that 
you could find existing 1n Frobisher Bay today some 35 or 40 separate organizations. Institutions, 
committees, groupa, all doing their own thing. I am sure if you were to eik anybody 1n Frobisher 
Bay today what they felt would be the most Important organization In this consnunlty, they would 
probably «ay she housing association, the Anglican Church qroup and somewhere on the 11st there 
maybe the municipal council, maybe. What has occurred, I believe, 1s the fragmentation of the 
communities.

There are only so many people 1n any community that are willing to qtt up and 90 out and work Kid
do things for the community and yet when you have the vast number of organizations within these
communities you are scraping the bottom of the be'- t* in trying to find people to serve on all 
these committees and to take on all these respondjiitles.

It is my view, and has been for some tine, that the municipal councils are the areas that should be 
given more responsibility and that a concerted efrort be made to p1ve them the responsibility of 
running the community, not just the dogs and the dump, but the housing, social services and all of 
the otner important institutions within a community. That should come under the auspices of the 
community council. Committees of that body then establish to take on the management of the various 
elements within the community. I think 1f that kind of approach was taken then a lot of these 
communities would benefit from that. I think that Is basically all that I have to say. Perhaps 
the Members have some questions!

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Mr. McCallum.

MR, MeCAlLdM: Bryan, I think that that 1s an Interesting concept. I know that 1t 1s one that you
have had as you said for some time. There has been a devolution of social services here by the
territorial government but I guess my question really 1s, how do you reconcile your concept of the 
communities taking It over to the concept that BRC for example puts forth, that they would like to
have BRC 1n FroM&her being a part of BRC? How do you reconcile those two?

MAYOR BRYAN PEARSON: That 1s something new, I have not heard that before. You ere saying that BRC 
is Interested In taking on the housing responsibility?

®0C8
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MAYOR BRYAN PEARSON: Well, Mr. Chairman, In response to Mr. Ballantyne, I think that we «re
already doing that In Frobisher. The management agreement was cancelled and another separate group 
of people now manage the housing association, and I think far more effectively than 1t was done 
previously. I do not think there Is any difficulty nor do I believe there 1s any objection. I 
think that the housing problem over the years has caused terrific dissatisfaction within the 
communities along political Unes. It has pitted one group of people against another. It has 
given various families greater power over other families. We have seen examples of some pretty 
unhappy situations in Pangnlrtung. We have seen fragmentation within the communities as a result 
of this fragmented approach to life. We have forced the responsibility of housing and the 
management of housing on the Inult people who really do not want that kind of responsibility
because 1t Is not 1n harmony with a normal everyday existence of the people within the community. 
I speak from knowledge that communities such as Pangnlrtung are having terrific Internal 
unhappiness as a result of the kind of fragmentation that has taken place there of those who have, 
those who have not and those who want.

It seems to me that one way of resolving this terrific unhappiness 1n the large communities —  and 
It 1s not getting any better because they are growing at an alarming rate. The population of
Pangnlrtung for example, some 1100, I am sure some 65 to 70 per cent are under the age of 15. 
There are no jobs. There are no opportunities. It Is a very tough situation. Dorset, Clyde 
River, Pond Inlet, and It seems to me that they do not need this additional aggravation of the 
housing problems on top of It. If this could be somehow put under the umbrella of a central 
organization within the community and the various other agencies responsible to the mayor and 
council of that community, I think that Ùe n you would see leadership develop In the communities. 
Right now you are not seeing any strong leadership. You are seeing power trips, but you are not 
seeing people achieving any measure of success through this type of leadership that Is necessary 1n 
these communities. The leadership 1s fragmented between the housing association, the social
sévices committee, the welfare committee, this committee, that committee. Get all those great 
people —  and every community has Its share of them -- under one umbrella and get then to then
organize and run the community, I think far more effectively.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Are there any further questions? They have to be short now. 
Thank you very much for your presentation. It Is going to be very valuable. And I will see you 
tonight.

MAYOR BRYAN PEARSON: Oh, I am not sure that I will be around tonight. I have business, that Is
why I came this afternoon.

MEETING WITH THE BAFFIN HOUSING FEDERATION

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): If you can make 1t you are welcome. Thank you very much. (Translation)
The special comnlttee on housing welcomes MIA Dennis Patterson who Is not a Member of the Special 
Committee on Housing but we welcome him to this meeting and we will allow him to ask questions. If 
you want to start your presentations you may do so now. Mr. Thomas Kublu, Chairman of the Baffin 
Housing Federation Is here. You can go ahead and start..

MR. THOMAS KUBLU: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am not too well prepared to say
specific things but 1f you have some questions, I will try to answer them, and I think you have a 
copy of the written presentation that we prepared In Igloollk.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Do we have a copy of that?

CLERK OF THE COMMITTEE (Mr. Canadien): Would that be the minutes of the last federation meeting? 
Yes, we have received those, thank you. I think that Is what he 1s referring to, the federation 
minutes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are you talking about the minutes of the Frobisher meeting or were they
just prepared 1n Igloollk?

MR. THOMAS KUBLU: (Translation) I have some concerns that I have brought over f r o m  the Igloollk
people. That Is what I am talking about right now, not the minutes. Perhaps you can read them.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: I just have one thing further because I know others may want to question Mm. How
then would you select the association membership, make them responsible to the local government? 
Do you see It as an advisory group of the local government?

MAYOR BRYAN PEARSON: Yes.

MR. McCALLUM: With the local government then having the ultimate, If you like, responsibility not 
only for allocation but for other aspects of...

MAYOR BRYAN PERSON: Absolutely. As I said the most single Important aspect In any community Is
the housing because that Is all these communities are, just a bunch of houses. I mean Pangnlrtung
-- have you been to Pangnlrtung?

MR. McCALLUM: No.

MAYOR BRYAN PEARSON: A school, a runway and houses and a waiting list. The last time I was 1n
there —  I was Invited by the corporation to go with them In February and I think there was
something like 200 or 300 groups of people waiting for houses. It was just a crisis In there, a 
crisis not only just In allocation but a crisis 1n distribution of water, of providing all these 
houses with facilities and somewhere to build these damned things. They are running out of land In 
Pangnlrtung. No planning at all has ever occurred. There was never any five year plans, they just 
go ad hoc. Whenever they need a bunch of houses, "Let's find a piece of land quick and get them 1n 
there." They still do the same thing 1n Frobisher Bay. We have no land available. We had a hell 
of a time to finally come up with some land recently for some new houses In this community. It Is 
a whole make-shift, band-a1d approach to life.

If a community council 1s going to take on those responsibilities, then there would be an election 
perhaps every two years or every year. Continuity Is Important and here we come to another point 
of where the community councils elected for two years or every year there 1s a new election, I mean 
the whole concept 1s wrong, It does not work, and I think If It were a three year term of office, 
they would have elections for the council, they would choose their committee chairman and one of 
them would head up the housing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Could you speak closer to your microphone?

MAYOR BRYAN PEARSON: I am talking too fast. One would head up the housing association, one would
head up the health committee, one would head up the social services. There would be some
accountability within the community. Right now there Is none.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) We have heard from this community on the same subject and we were
wondering whether the housing association and the hamlet council could work more closely together 
and we will consider this a proposal from the communities. I will have to have another meeting 
with another guy but 1f there are some questions right now, please ask them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Bryan, your comments are very interesting about the role of a municipal
government. It 1s something that I looked at very closely for a number of years. The problem with 
It is that If that idea had been originated 15 years ago, it probably would work. What has 
happened In the Interim 1s that there have been so many groups and organizations that have been 
given responsibilities In different areas and people have been educated that that Is the wey It 
Is, and 1t would be very difficult now to change It to your Idea. Perhaps a way would be to 
actually deal with the housing associations now, give them power, and then work on that long-term 
plan of trying to centralize the authority In a community with the municipal government. Because I 
think to accomplish your aim It would take all our energy and we still have not come to grips with 
the real problem that we are trying to solve, that of housing.



right across Europe to go to Lake Harbour and check out some houses In the aidst of their 
construction. They have not put enough effort and responsibility In the regions. They shoyld have 
much larger regional organizations.

I read with sympathy the comments of people like Tagak Curley who are bitter about the way the 
corporation has functioned 1n the Keewatln and I think this bears up that kind of argument, ,1s I  
have said earlier there has been very good representation from the Eastern Arctic, the squeaky 
hinge gets the oil and the housing 1n the Eastern Arctic, I am sure, is far superior to that of the 
Keewatln because of those reasons, not because of the Housing Corporation's willingness to get away 
from the empire In Yellowknife.

So 1t 1s a two-fold thing I suppose. But the local responsibility Is what makes the whole thing 
work, and 1f you have a weakness anywhere within the chain, of course it Is going to break, and the 
breaks are occurring In the settlements every day of the week. There has been very good 
representation from the Eastern Arctic, the squeaky hinge gets the oil and the housing In the 
Eastern Arctic, I am sure, Is far superior to that of the Keewatln because of those reasons, not 
because of the Housing Corporation's willingness to get away from the empire 1n Yellowknife. So 1t 
1s a two-fold thing I suppose. But the local responsibility 1s what makes the whole thing work, 
and If you have a weakness anywhere within the chain, of course It Is going to break, and the 
breaks are occurring in the settlements every day of the week. There are crises occurring all the 
time.
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hîK. KcCALLUM: W e ll I th in k  th a t  BRC ha:, in d ic a te d  a d e s ir e  to tax e  on a le t  o f the va rin u s
programs new done through e ith e r  a c e n t r a l iz e d  Y e llo w k n ife  o f f i c e  and/or a d i s t r i c t  or re g io n a l 
o f f i c e ,  In o th e r words BRC has in d ic a te d  th a t they woiPd l ik e  to get in vo lved  w ith  e d u ca tio n . For 
example they in d ica ted  th ey  would l ik e  tc  be in vo lved  w ith o ther government programs and Ĩ ju s t  
wonder iiow you re c o n c ile  thtm, o r are you t a lk in y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  in  terms of F ro b is h e r Bay?

MAYOR 3P.YAN PEARSON: No, I агн ta lk in g  about the re g io n . I r e a l l y  am not expert enough to  discuss
th e  Keewatin or the W estern A r c t ic  or th e  n a t iv e  communities u p  and down the M ackenzie R ’ v e r .  I  do 
not know how they fu n c t io n . However, BRC, f have r.ot re so lved  in my mind what chat organ I zar ion
r e a i l y  i s ,  what it  wanes to  be o r what i t  noDes to be. I r e a l l y  question i t s  empire b u ild in g  th a t
is  going on a t the moment. I q uestion  the m otives and I see i t  in c o n f l i c t  w ith  tb ' -■ ■* c la im s , 1
see i t  1n c o n f l i c t  w ith  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  i overnment. I b e lie v e  in the p r iv a te  entev .ystem . Ĩ
do not b e lie v e  in government and bureaucracy and i t  is  obvious that BRC is  grabb ing  or t r y in g  to
grab  more and more r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and s im p ly  d u p lic a te  the s e rv ic e s  that a lre a d y  e x is t .  i f ,  
perchance , housing was to  go under the ausp ices of BRC, nd God fo rb id  that i t  ever d id  —  because 
o f  th a t reason . ThQre is  a lre ad y  an in s t i t u t io n ,  what the h e l l  do you want another one f o r ?  I f  
th a t  d id  hapDin, what I suggest tc you is th a t  the r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  would s t i l l  r e s t  w ith  people 
o u ts id e .

l i ie  problem w ith  housing is  th a t  nobody w ith in  the community has any a u th o r ity ,  o the r than the  
c o u n c il .  The housing a s s o c ia t io n  is not re sp o n s ib le  to any in s t i t u t io n .  I moan i t  is  vagu e ly  
re sp o n s ib le  to  some big b u ild in g  in F ro b is h e r  Bay who is  re sp o n s ib le  to another b ig  b u ild in g  in 
Y e llo w k n ife . But the  g rass ro o ts  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  has to bo w ith in  the community. Somebody 1n the 
community has to  be made re sp o n s ib le . Someone in Lake Harbour, ‘ n Pa rign irtu ng , in C o rse t, b is  to  
have a r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and d ec is io n  making s k i l l s  and r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  l ig h t  there  on tne ground. And 
housing is  the most im portant s in g le  aspect w ith in  any community. A problem th a t  has beer, going Oft 
now eve r s in ce  I l iv e d  he re , 2B or 29 y e a rs , i t  cannot be managed on a comniktee D asls which is  
what i t  is . I t  is  a committee w ifh  v e ry  l i t t l e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .  I t  has to go under a йопй f i d ç  
re sp o n s ib le  group, and what more re sp o n s ib le  car, the re  be than the community c o u n c il?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pu r ilu k ): Thank you . Mr. McCallum.

MR. Mc CAl LUM: Je s t  to con tin ue  th a t , we have heard from va rio u s  cormun i t ie s  th a t the local houstng
a ss o c ia t io n s  want more r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  in  r h is .  i recogn ize  th a t  the housing a s s o c ia t io n s  are  nada 
up b a s ic a l ly  o f  tenants except in areas where t h e e  are housing a u th o r it ie s  which are appo in ted  
because i t  is  t r i l a t e r a l .  But the housing a ss o c iâ t ion is  made up o f  a group of tenants Md- ( ’■ 
re co g n iz e  the comment you made about th e  nepotism  and e ve ry th in g  e lse  th a t is in v o lv e d , but w  
heard th a t th e  housing a s s o c ia t io n s  want more a u th o r ity  in  the des ign , in the C 04tf 
arrangements arid the labour poo ls to go a long w ith  the a l lo c a t io n  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  th a t 
have. And I quess what we are hearing  from you now is d if f e r e n t .  You fe e l  th a t bôCüÜ 
m u n ic ip a l government, re g a rd le ss  of where i t  is , community or settlem ent or town ûr v i t  
because of t n e i r  mandate a* a f u l l y  e le c te d  group should have th a t concept. I quess tha t tÿ s  
r a is e  th a t .  We s t i l l  have the a s p ir a t io n s  of o tner o rg a n iz a t io n s , the um brella one th a t 
th e  B a f f in  Reg ion , the BR( , and I guess we a re  g e tt in g  it from a number of people who went
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and tha t is why 1 ra ised  that question.

MAYOR BRYAN PEARSON: Mr. Chairman, ! am rut suggest ing that they  do not get more re s p o n s ib i l it y . '-
I th ink that th e ir  ergi,merits are v a l id ,  to g iv e  them mere ro sp o n s ib il i t y  in d es ign  concepts Mid 
th e  re s t  of * t ,  but. there s t i l l  h is to be a b ig  b rother p ro te c tio n . They have to be o r  t?lOy 
be under the um brella  of 'h e  m unicipal gove-nmont. The hou jinq  cannot operate  In  a УАССИЦШ, 
has to o perate  as part and p arce l o f the cummin 11.y , and the numbe- one or gaol sa t lent |a 
rom rrunity is i t s  c o u n c il ,  and i t  shou UJ be g iven  the  o v e ra ll  management r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  anti 
a s s o c ia t io n  would fu n c tio n  as a part o f the c o u n c il ,  There is no reason why it  should n o l i  
mo r e s p o n s ib i l i t y ,  I near, if  i t  is ab le  to handle th a t r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .

One of my concerns is th a t wni 1st I s fa r te d  o ff bv say ir g th e  Housing C o rp o ra tio n  has 
fab u lo us job when you con . i dor the s i/ e  of th > , co u n try  ami m e t uormous problems th a t e x is te d  Üté
the t e r r ib le  housing co n d itio n s that e x is te d , th ry  o p e ra te  in a vaccuum. They have nut *11 ih fc lr
eggs in one basket. H u y  have then a l l  in Ye! lowkni f e. they have given ve ry  l i t t l e  to  the
re g io n s . They have p ra c tu : i l l y  g iven nothing to the s e t t  l r w i i t ' . . . I mean it  take’s th sa  n l ( tW tt* i • 
tim e to get an inspecto r to go i .11.. i im m u n ity  ami check ou some houses th a t <r«* t e i f l f  b u H t
bee. ause th is  guy h.,s f.n cu, ■> H I the w.w > mm Y>»lin«i ni * r, thor ,ands o f m iles , the sar/w d is t in c t  as



- 133 -

As you may be aware, when the housing federation had a meeting In Frobisher you had some questions 
that you'Sent, to see If Igloollk people wanted to receive you and they were directed to the hamlet 
of IgloG'lk. As jrúi may be a**atê the «myui of iyluulik advised our housing association that a 
letter had been sent to his office outlining the details of community visits by the committee and 
we therefore could not request your committee to visit our community. Our housing association has 
49 of the Weber type public housing units which have severe leaking problems caused by the frost 
build-up In the attic space. These units began leaking the first year of occupancy and have been 
leaking ever since. We are aware that this 1s not a problem that we alone face. We have only 
recently been successful In convincing the NWT Housing Corporation of the seriousness of some of 
our problems.

We are not the only people with problems of leaking houses. Recently we were told how Important 
the Housing Corporation 1s. Five of our worst houses received retrofit roof packages only because 
the health Inspector and the electrical inspector Issued reports ipdlcatlng the units were a 
serious health and electrical hazard when they leaked. These were five units that the NWT Housing 
Corporation did not schedule for retrofits because their condition was not serious enough to 
warrant a new roof, housing which the electrical Inspector said must be vacated as soon as they 
begin leaking because of the severe electrical hazard created by the leaking. Compared to the 
regional or former district manager, Herb Hunt is not looking after the northern communities 
housing associations. If you have any questions regarding the leaking problems It Is open. These 
are the main problems we have 1n our community. There are other Items that I would like to comment 
on but they are different than this letter.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Are there any questions on leakage 1n houses? John?

MR. T'SELEIE: I am not going to ask a question about the houses leaking but I just do not know
what this housing federation Is. Who does the housing federation represent? I would like some 
Information on that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thomas?

MR. THOMAS KU8 LU: (Translation) The housing federation was created or established when we had a
conference In Pangnlrtung and I was part of that conference. This winter I was elected to be the 
chairman of the housing federation. The chairmen of the 13 communities in Baffin represent the 
tenants of the houses and they consult with the tenants so that the communication Improves and to 
have some development as partners.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any further questions? Michael?

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a question but I will s$y It In 
English. (End of translation) While Thomas Is here I would like to ask him a question, as he said 
something about the leaking houses and the electrical Inspector. Under the safety procedure for an 
Inspector to Inspect a building, there could be a number of other people besides the electrical 
Inspector. There 1s also health and the fire marshall. A lot of us know that these Inspectors are 
named as Inspectors to sort of try and work for the people to make sure that the buildings are 
safe. I know for a fact that they have names and If they were doing their job properly, there 
should be some improvements. I would like to ask Thomas if he thinks these Inspectors should be 
more Involved 1n their work toward the safety of houses in the NWT?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Kublu.

MR. THOMAS KUBLU: (Translation) There are some inspectors around. I think the houses should be
inspected at least once a year so that they will not be a hazard to the tenants. It would help a 
lot and we would have more control. If there were Inspectors for say, electrical and for health 
reaons -- I think there are three Inspectors located here 1n Frobisher Bay who are supposed to be 
Inspecting the houses that are being built. Do you know If other Inspectors come Into your 
community to Inspect? I remember only once which was in the spring. Other than that, nobody else 
has come Into the community to do some Inspections.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. T'Seleie.

MR. T'SELEIE: I would like to know whose idea it was to form a housing federation. Did It come
from the housing associations or did it come from the Housing Corporation? If It came from 
the Housing Corporation then what authority does the federation have? Does It have any authority 
over making decisions and being consulted? What is the relationship between the Corporation and 
the federation?
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wanted more consultation with the Housing Corporation. The Yellowknife government and the Housing 
Corporation should work closely together so that the housing problem could be decreased In this 
region. Up to now the housing federation 1s not running properly because there 1s no money to do 
the work that the housing federation wants to do. Last year our secretary 1n Igloollk consulted If 
there could be any funds available. The secretary called the federal government In Ottawa and 
tried to find out If there are any funds that could be available to the housing federation, because 
she looks after the funds.

Sometime In the past Herb Hunt cut off the funds that were going to us and he sent the money back 
to Ottawa. The money arrived in Frobisher but he just turned around and did that and never 
consulted us about that. When the housing federation does not have enough money It does not 
operate well. We should find a resource person so that the housing federation can function 
properly and that 1s one of our alms. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) The question that Mr. T'Selele asked seems like It did not get the
right answer. I think he was trying to ask 1f the housing federation was formed by the Housing
Corporation. To щу knowledge, the housing federation was established by the Housing Corporation. 
Perhaps you are now trying to get away from the Housing Corporation and I would like you to 
elaborate on that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thomas?

MR. THOMAS KUBLU: (Translation) The housing federation was established when they requested at the
conference and they picked up their own name which 1s "federation". The Housing Corporation 
approved their request but presently the housing federation Is trying to get Into Its proper track 
so that they are not controlled by the Housing Corporation. We feel that we should operate on our 
own so that the natives can have control over the housing matters.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Pauloosle?

Ml. PANILOO: (Translation) Can I ask a question please? In the Baffin Region the Baffin Regional 
Council was established due to lack of communication with local government to the hamlet 
councils. We established BRC so we could have good communication. So the housing federation was 
established in the similar manner as BRC because they wanted to represent the housing 
associations. The Housing Corporation 1s not looking after the federation or the communities very 
well. They want to lighten up the weight of the housing matters in the Baffin Region. However 
there has been some subcommittees formed. I will ask the chairman of the housing federation If the 
Housing Corporation can still look after the federation or can you go on your own?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thomas?

MR. THOMAS KUBLU: (Translation) Presently the federation 1s being controlled by the Housing
Corporation. We had decided to meet here 1n Frobisher Bay with the Housing Corporation but they 
did not approve that due to lack of funding.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Pauloosle?

MR. PANILOO: (Translation) I would like to ask another question. We all heard from the public in
the communities and we are aware that housing associations in the communities want more authority. 
How would you feel if the housing federation had that kind of power?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thomas?

MR. THOMAS KUNLU: (Translation) After the housing federation starts running smoothly 1t will be a
lot better. It would be good If they received their own power, or if the 13 communities could 
consult with each other they would then bring up their concerns to the Housing Corporation. The 13 
communities could tell the Housing Corporation how desperate the housing federation needs power.



MR. THOMAS KUBLU: (Translation) I Intend to ao back tn Herb Hunt. 1« H  i f  ĩ t«lfc «twyi» 
him? ' .......... '*‘w ......

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Proceed.

MR. CHOMAS KUBLU: (Translation) The district manager, Herb Hunt, Is not very liked by the housing 
associations 1n the Baffin Region. They feel that he changes his mind and sometimes It seems as 1f 
he Is telling lies to the communities and for that reason this creates problems 1n the 
communities. For example we prepared a budget for the housing association 1n Igloollk and we sent 
It to Herb Hunt. He was supposed to send It to Yellowknife but he did not, he kept It to himself. 
After getting tired of waiting for an answer we made further Investigations. Herb Is not trying to 
help or trying to request enough. He 1s not working properly.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are there any questions? Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just a very short question. I have the letter that he 1s 
presenting to us. There 1s no signature on the letter. Can he tell us who It Is from? It Just 
ends with "respectfully submitted". Who Is signing the letter?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thomas.

MR. THOMAS KUBLU: (Translation) I am sorry. I only signed the Inuktltut version, and I just handed 
you a copy. I should have signed that letter.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more questions? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I Just have a short comment to make. We, as a special committee, are here to
listen to all your views and concerns. We are not here to side with anybody or anything like that, 
so I would like to see that everyone that speaks up and makes presentations, to feel free with 
their concerns because this will help us to make better recommendations to the Legislative Assembly 
In November. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Do you have any more comments?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) I do not have many comments to make. You have the copy of my
presentation.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more questions? Mike.

MR. BALLANTYNE: The mayor of Frobisher Bay made a suggestion before you spoke and it Is his belief 
that If the hamlet councils controlled housing and that the housing association would be 
responsible to the hamlet council, then instead of i housing federation the BRC could be 
responsible for housing. Do you think that would be stronger than the housing associations being 
separate from the hamlet councils? Do you think the BRC coold be a stronger voice than the housing 
federation? a

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thomas.

MR. THOMAS KUBLU: (Translation) Thank you. Yes, they would have more authority. It Is clear It
would be more powerful, however, unfortunately the housing associations within the communities have 
the best knowledge on housing matters because they are the housing authorities or the comnlttees In 
the communities. Hamlet councils and Baffin Regional Council, once they understand housing 
matters, then they would have more power within their mandate. If BRC does not really know what 
housing Is all about 1n the communities they will make mistakes 1f this was Implemented presently.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Michael.

MR. BALLANTYNE: What was suggested was the housing associations would advise the hamlet council 
and the hamlet councils would go to BRC and make recommendations to the BRC. That way you would 
have a lot of power in one organization instead of having two weaker organizations. Do you think 
that would be possible 1f the housing association advised the hamlet council?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more questions? Do you have any other presentations to bring up?
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MR. THOMAS KUBLU: (Translation) Yes, they would definitely be more effective. However, 1f there
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problems. If the committee reports to hamlet councils then there will be too many barriers to 
reach the Housing Corporation, and that Is the problem that would arise.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are there any further comments or questions?

MR. McCALLUM: I just have one question. Apparently then, Thomas, you have difficulty talking with
the district manager. You are 1n town today. Have you made any attempt to meet with Mr. Hunt 
today?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thomas?

Ml. THOMAS KUBLU: (Translation) I went to see him on Monday but he did not want to talk to me. I 
tried to make an appointment with him but he refused my request.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are there any further questions or comments? I would like to thank you at
this time because your presentation 1s recorded. We will be visiting Keewatln too but Ĩ cannot 
tell you exactly on what date. During that trip to the Keewatln we would be willing to travel to 
Igloollk but I cannot promise you. Thank you very much. We are 20 minutes behind now.

MEETING WITH DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL SERVICES, FROBISHER BAY

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Is Gina Giroux present? I will introduce the Members of the special
committee. Red Pedersen, Kltikmeot West; Eliza Lawrence, Tu Nedhe; Joe Arlooktoo, Baffin South; 
Michael Angottltauruq, Kltikmeot East; John T'Seleie, Sahtu; Mike Ballantyne, Yellowknife North; 
Ludy Pudluk, High Arctic; Arnold McCallum, Fort Smith. Dennis Patterson 1s not a member of the 
housing committee but however he will be with us on a constituency tour. If you have a
presentation you may start now. It does not matter if you speak in English or 1n Inuktltut.

MS GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) I have a brief idea of what you want to hear so the presentation
that I want to make 1s already prepared.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) You may continue on your prepared presentation and then we
can ask questions.

MS GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) At the present time the main problem on housing you have probably 
heard before because there were a lot of people who visited the communities. There is a shortage 
of houses and also large families under one roof in one building. When the children get married 
and decide to have children there is very little space for them. It is difficult to keep a house 
clean when there are too many people living in it. This is not my only concern. It 1s quite
difficult to solve these problems and the only way is to have money available. Also, the Inuit are; 
not being consulted on the housing situation because they are not trained on how to handle thftifei 
own houses. There was no training since they first started building the houses and this h a s  c a u s e r a i  

problems. Also the housing association was never trained. It was not explained to them whj 
should be happening. If the association could have more resource people, or somebody who has b(M 
trained to become a housing association committee member, then it would ease the present problems!1?

We have to follow the policies of the Housing Corporation but the Inuit would want the committee to 
have authority to make policies on funding and budgets. The policies that we receive for the 
housing association are too many and the people get confused as to what should Ь” done because 
there is too much written material. They should try and make shorter and clearer nolides and 
explain these to the conmunity members. The Inuit should have more Input into the po, ties. I was 
a member of the housing association and I have experienced this problem. We want our fellow Iliuljt, 
to understand and we want further involvement in our community when they are making the policies so- 
that we can understand them. For that reason the housing committee is their authority. :Our 
fellow people should try to find proper people who can run the association, and I do not think this 
can be solved instantly. The operation can only run smoothly if there are funds available. If 
there are any questions on the subjects I have brought up I can stop here for now.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCAlLUM: Geela, you said that the board of trustees may have too much there. What do you
tíiiiik of thé luwti taking over housing the way the town has the social services!

MS GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) That 1s a pretty hard question to answer right now. I think the
people should learn a bit more before they have more control over It, If they were to run It.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Do you believe that developing a board of trustees Is in
the best Interest of the people of Frobisher Bay when you have the people who are acting managers 
In the corporation sitting on the board deciding himself that he should be the chairman? Do you 
believe that Is 1n the best Interests of the local people?

MS GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) No, I do not think that would be In the best Interest of the
people. Also the mayor, the secretary and myself -- I work for Social Services —  there are three 
of'US. When there are three Inuks on the board of trustees, we do not have much to say because
the other members have so much power. The only time they will listen to us Is If we really push, 
and we only do that sometimes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Just for the record, because I am not too clear on It, are you saying there are
only three Inuit people on the board of trustees?

MS GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) Yes, there are only three of us Inult members.

MRS. LAWRENCE: And you feel that you are overruled in any decision that has been made?

MS GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) Yes, it Is obvious. Sometimes I try to push for things and 1t Is
very hard. Sometimes I cannot even keep talking.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are there any more questions? John.

MR. JOHN T'SELEIE: I would like to know who you represent. Do you represent just Frobisher?

MS GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) I work for the municipality of Frobisher and I was elected to be a 
member of the housing association because I am from Social Services.

MR. JOHN T'SELEIE: I like your Idea about training and I guess what you mean 1s housing
education. Most of us on this committee are not really new to the housing game and we have heard a 
lot of recommendations that come from community people so far in our travels and to my way of 
thinking, at least here 1n the East, I see housing education as being very Important, not only for 
health reasons but other reasons, for people to understand the rent system, the home-ownership 
system, what those kinds of things mean. I can tell you now that one of the recommendations I will
be pushing for Is housing education for the Eastern Arctic. I wanted to say that for other members
of the committee that I am thinking along those lines.

MS GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) Can I make some more comments? I am very happy to hear that you 
are supporting the Idea. If there are any damages done 1n the house they have to pay for It and 
they are told that the houses are not in a very clean condition. Sometimes the people get confused 
that they owe so much money and have to pay such a high rent. Sometimes the tenants are shocked by
the increases because they do not know why, because they have never been told In the past and this
creates problems. Sometimes they are called ignorant but it is not their fault because they have 
never been told these things.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any further questions? Do you have any more comments?
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Mç GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) Also regarding home-ownership programs, especially here In
pr«su«er only the kîbloon» are the ones that are buying In the home-0 “nersh1p presras She 
through"'this "we understand that because the kabloona can easily read the brochures and the 
Information and we Inult we read very slowly In Inukt 1 tut, so they can get Information faster than 
us. So therefore they ask around and they know they can get assistance 1f they want to buy a 
house. So they benefit more than the Inult 1n the home-ownership program. The Inult do not know 
that they can also get assistance from different agencies. For that reason a lot of people are not 
anxious to buy houses. We are trying to slowly Inform our people of the assistance that is 
available. Sometimes there Is a house for sale and we do not know anything about It and It is 
bought up. If the Inult were working for the government they could get assistance. They could get 
subsidies for gas and electricity.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am going to make a comment. We have heard that In some
communities when they requested information on home-ownership they were never given that 
information. Neither were they given training when they asked to be trained. Some communities 
even feel that maybe the Housing Corporation 1s afraid to train the people In the associations 
because they might get to know too much and want to take over. But what you are telling us we will 
certainly seriously consider when we make our recommendations to the Legislative Assembly next fall 
in our interim report. I wish everyone would come out and state their concerns and not be afraid 
to speak because of their boss or whoever 1s on their association or board of trustees. I really 
appreciate you coming forth and telling us your concerns. 1 know exactly what you are talking 
about. Thank you.

MS GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) I would also like to thank you very much. I definitely want to see
some training programs here 1n our community. We want to try and Inform all the Inuit as to now
they can purchase or how to go on the home-ownership program.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Red.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just want to clarify home-ownership. Does
home-ownership mean purchase of the older houses, not building the new ones, is that right?

MS GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) It 1s for both, the old houses and new houses. There Is not enough
information and a lot of people do not know that these older houses are for sale.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Any further questions? Joe.

MR. JOE ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) After the housing association board ceased to exist, what did the
people of Frobisher mention to the board of trustees? Did anybody say their concern about that?

MS GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) The thing we notice 1s that when people find out what happened,
they do not understand the funding part and they get disappointed. Because I am soda! worker, the 
people who come and see me talk about these things.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) You being a social worker have had experience 1n this department and
with what the Inuit are doing. After the housing association has been dismantled and there Is pnly 
a board of directors, which one is going to solve the problem or 1s the board of trustees Just 
going to create more problems for the people of Frobisher Bay.

MS GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) No, these cannot be implemented. When you think who Is on the
board —  I think this will create more problems for the community because all of these people are 
too high positioned employees. I think they should have hired better people in the communities who 
have more concern for housing. It should be a person who has housing knowledge, a resource person.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any further questions. Thank you for your presentation. It will help us a 
lot.

— ADJOURNMENT



MEETING WITH FROBISHER BAY HOUSING ASSOCIATION

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Ĩ will IntrndurA t.hø с п й г1л 1 rrMmjj^íet DaH Рм|ди«ап KltlkîSCCt West" £11** 
Lawrence from Denendeh; Joe Arlooktoo; Mike Ballantyne; and also thfs Is a representative from 
Baffin East. If you have a presentation please say so.

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: (Translation) We have a brief presentation for you, to tell you what the past
and present situation 1s on housing. First of all I would like to talk about secretary and office 
operations and also about щу fellow housing association members when they had an election. Also 
how the Housing Corporation took over on our responsibilities. Please feel free to ask questions 
1n between.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I understand that you are the former housing assocatlon chairman, Is that correct?
Yes. When did they decide to have the board of trustees and why are they not having any more 
housing association? When did they start this board of trustees and do away with the housing 
association? When did you finish as chairman?

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: I am still chairman and we had a meeting about three or four months ago. After
the Housing Corporation took over things are not running well because we do not have an office for 
our meeting or I do not have any...

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mr. Chairman, I think I am confused as well as she Is. I really don't know who she 
Is representing right now. Can you tell me?

MS PENNY AUMOND: If I can offer some clarification and Anna May can correct me If I am wrong.
When the Housing Corporation terminated the management agreement with the Frobisher Bay Housing 
Association that did not mean that there was no longer an association, 1t just meant that the 
association no longer had management responsibilities for the Housing Corporation's units. So 
there Is this board of trustees now in Frobisher Bay, 1f I understand correctly, but the housing 
association, to my knowledge, has never been formally disbanded, but Its powers have been taken 
away from management of the units. Is that correct?

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: Yes.

A SPEAKER (Female): When the Housing Corporation cancelled the management agreement with the
housing associations, the housing association Is still an independently Incorporated society. So 
they still continue to exist and have a bit of funding left from some equity from some previous 
contracts and they are just trying to decide what role they can play now and how they can continue 
to represent the tenants even though they do not have any control over the actual management.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you. I was a little confused.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: I guess just to proceed along with what Mrs. Lawrence asked. When did this occur
and why?

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: The first time I was elected chairman, it 1s hard to have a meeting when we
have three kinds of people 1n Frobisher Bay, the Inuit, kabloona and French people, we are so mixed 
1n Frobisher. I did not want to be chairman, they had to call me three times. I said I did not 
know anything.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: What reasons did the Housing Corporation give you when they refused to renew the
management contract?

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: (Translation) We were elected to the housing association board. After we were
elected, when we had our second meeting, the housing association took over. We were not told they 
were golngto take over. It seems that they thought because we were women we did not know 
anything. This Is the Impression I had from the Housing Corporation.
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MRS. MAY LONSDALE: (Translation) No they never explained fully as to what was happening. Because 
the members v.'crc older ncon1s and Ĩ was on? of th? ynunner momhers and I rnuld understand a bit of 
English"-- re thought It was ceased because we were^nof/able to manage 1t. I knew that If you were 
elected you were to run the housing association and right after we were elected, tht Housing 

poratlon took over. I was quite happy to be elected to the housing association because I would 
j learning of the housing situation. But then right after we were elected the Housing 

Corporation took over. We then had no houses tc work with and no place to meet. They did not let 
us know what was happening. The Housing Corproatlon will be running the housing association even 
though they do not have Inuk 1n the house of trustees. The maintenance people are not very happy.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) One of the questions that was raised 1s, were you given any
written Information that the Housing Corporation was going to take over?

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: (Translation) No, they never gave me any letter. He just told us what was
happening, verbally. We know that the Housing Corporation was not running the housing associations 
1n other communities. Other communities were asking me why this was happening. Inult get kind of 
scared of the kabloona procedures. I feel that since I was born here and I know the problems, I 
should have just told the Housing Corporation to listen to us because we were elected by the 
people. So this is the feeling I have.

MR. RED PEDERSEN: How long after the election did the Housing Corporation take over. How long
were you on the board?

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: (Translation) We asked them how long they were going to run the housing
association and they said 1t would be three or more months. I asked them after three or six 
months. They told us that they would give us some explanation. They told us we were not going to 
have any more power and no control even If we were an elected board. I got very disappointed 
because these unelected people are running the association. I asked a lot of questions regarding 
that matter. They also told us that the board of directors was not functioning well. I tried to 
make It clear to the corporation that we were trying to follow our mandate.

MR. PEDERSEN: How long of a chance did you have on the board?

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: It was about a month or two after.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First of all I would like to ask a
question. Are these board of directors trustees or are these the former board of directors?

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: (Translation) There were two former board of directors, the rest of us were
new.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Since the letter of resignation was signed, did you find out what
kind of contract 1t was?

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: (Translation) We had a very long meeting regarding the operational policies and
even the cider people were being lectured, so they got confused. When the respresentatlve was
making too long of a lecture, I had to stop him sometimes, we had translation difficulties and 
sometimes I had to translate, so it was very hard to get involved in the meeting at the same time. 
Also the presentation was not very satisfactory to me.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Tranlation) I have a lot of questions to ask but we are running out of time,
Would you like to be the board of directors again, so the housing association can be established?

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: (Translation) Personally, I have consulted with other board of directors and we
were not Informed enough of the operation. I would like to extend my eligibility as a board of
director and not stop in the middle of my term. I would like to extend my term for a one year 
period. If we are going to use this system we will have to bring new elected members to the board 
of directors because all of the other communities have board of directors and here in Frobisher Вду 
we do not have a board of directors.
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MR. ARIOOKTOO: (Translation) For your Information the housing associations In the communities
received the operating policy that the corporation would tell them what kind of powers they hid In 
the communities. I think that 1s what was done 1n Frobisher,

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. How many of you were on the association that you ere on
right now? How many women? Perhaps you can get me that Information and hand It to me liter on, 
because we are running out of time. When this board of trustees was formed, was any members from 
your association you are on right now, Invited to sit on It?

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: (Translation) No, none of us went to the board of trustees. There was one
male and the others were female. We were going to hold another meeting but the Housing
Coroporatlon said we could not. The male member consulted with the Housing Corporation about 
problems 1n Frobisher Bay. After he was informed about that he resigned from the board of 
directors.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: I have some wrong Information Mr. Chairman. I understood that Philippa Gordon, who
Is listed here as being one of the board of trustees, was she not a member before?

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: (Translation) These board of trustees were appointed by the town council and we 
never met with them before and we tried to invite the board of trustees to our meeting. They are 
not elected, just appointed, and in fact they told us they cannot attend out meeting.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I would like you to encourage the other tenants to attend our meeting tonight and
give us their views and concerns. It means a lot to us to hear them so we can make a good 
recommendation to the Legislative Assembly 1n the fall sitting. I do not want anyone to be 
scared. We are not here to attack anyone. We want changes to be made for the better of all the
communities. I would just like to thank people for coming. I would like you to encourage the
women to come because It seems to be the women who suffer more because they seem to be at home with 
the children a lot more than their husbands.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anymore comments?

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: (Translation) If I try to make a presentation 1t would take a long ticia, so I
will summarize. When there was a chairman's conference of the housing associations. It would be a 
long presentation, It would take all day. It is very challenging for me to be a member of the
board of directors. Here in Frobisher Bay there are people who are not concerned about this, and
there are others who would like to be elected. I will answer any questions. I don't think that 
person recognizes me, I used to babysit for him. Are you Mr. Pedersen?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) I would like to thank you for coming here. Tonight at 7:30 
there 1s going to be a public meeting. Please attend. Thank you for inviting us. Let us take a 
five minute break.

— SHORT RECESS
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MEETING WITH THE HILLSIDE HOUSING COOP

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I would like to Introduce the Special Committee on Housing members. The 
íírs- one 1- Red Pcdcrccn for K111 kirsct H e d , Joe Arlcckicc for 2jffjo 5c'jth| flerk Ançottuiirw!} icr 
Kltlkmeot East, John T'Seleie for Sahtu, Mike Ballantyne for Yellowknife North and Eliza Lawrence 
forTu Nedhe. We may have to rush things a little. We were supposed to have these hearings earlier 
In the spring but we had trouble getting accommodations. We rushing things now, I do not like this 
but we sometimes get tired too. So If you have presentations for us, we would like you to proceed.

MS MARY ELLEN THOMAS: Mr. Chairman, I would also like to take a minute to Introduce you to some of 
the Hillside Housing Co-op. At the far end 1s Ingrid Panayl who Is the secretary of our board; 
Allan Kary who Is our treasurer; and Cathy Moore who 1s a member of the board. Assisting me today 
with our presentation 1s Gary McLellan who is a consultant for our project and beside him Is George 
O'Aoust who will be with you tomorrow at the site to look at the houses so that you can ask any 
questions about the contracting of the project. If there are also construction questions tht any 
of you mqy have, George Is here to answer them.

The members of the Hillside Housing Co-op would like to thank you very much for the opportunity to 
speak to you. We realize you are all tired and have had many, many meetings. We will try to be as 
brief as possible. In this presentation this afternoon I will try to explain to you some of the 
history of the organization, some of the problems we have encountered in the past two years and our 
present situation that we face. If any of you are not clear about anything, please stop me and ask 
me more clarification because this topic of housing co-ops may be new to you and we would like to 
answer you as well as possible.

I will start to speak now about the history of the organization. The original idea began about two 
years ago when the members of the PSA and others began to look for Information about the different 
ways we could acquire some control over our living conditions. Many of us were unhappy living 1n 
government housing and our main goal was to get affcrdable, Inexpensive houses that were designed 
for our needs as long-term northern residents. Contact with our MLA, Dennis Patterson, led the 
group to the consultants for the Yellowknife co-op housing project and this was the only program
that we found would allow us to get what we wanted. The main things we were looking for was some
kind of choice about where we live, control over the management and operation of our own homes, the 
kind of housing where the cost was stable, where we would not have Increased rental costs, housing 
costs always changing. We wanted some kind of costs that were stable. We also wanted
participation In the design. We also wanted housing suitable for the environment.

From that point where we decided that coop housing was the way that we should go, an interim board 
was established that obtained start-up funding and with that funding we conducted a feasibility 
study to see if running a business could succeed. This was completed and the project was submitted 
to CMHC. Are there any questions.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Start-up funding from where?

MS THOMAS: From CMHC.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any further questions? Proceed.

MS THOMAS: I will speak now about some of the problems we encountered and I will briefly mention
four: the high cost of construction 1n the North; the short construction season; our lack of
skilled northern workers; and transportion problems. I will return briefly to high costs.

A project very similar to our own, in Red Deer, Alberta, cost just under $1 million. The project 
that we designed cost closer to $4 million. These were major problems but they have not been the 
overriding important one. Our major problem has been that the National Housing Act and Canada 
Mortgage and Housing have not been responsive to our special needs in the North. Perhaps you will 
understand this if I give you an example. At one point we repeatedly had to explain why we needed 
more insulation than was standard in a southern home. This and similar situation left us with no 
other tactic except to resort to political pressure to achieve our goals. I would like to thank 
publicly Dennis Patterson and Peter Ittinuar and the Members of the Legislative Assembly for their 
support and assistance in getting the project approved. Perhaps I will stop, are their any 
clarifications anyone wants?
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: The figures you mentioned $1 million and $4 million, perhaps we tour the project
tomorrow and we can relate better but how many units are we talking about?

MS. THUMAS: We're talking about 2U units, iney are duplex units —  so iú duplexes.

MR. PEDERSEN: And the figures you mentioned, $1 million and $4 million. Was that the same year as 
dollars, the Red Deer project, was that the same year as yours?

MS. THOMAS: Yes, It was.

MR. PEDERSEN: And the difference In cost was due to the generally high cost but also to the higher 
standards of your building. Is that correct?

MS THOMAS: Yes, that's correct.

MR. PEDERSEN: They are not the same standard, exactly?

MS THOMAS: They were very similar.

MR. PEDERSEN: Except for Insulating, probably triple glazing, etc.

MS THOMAS: Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): When you speak to each other, could you make a space between comments for
the translators to keep up. Any further questions? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: You are saying the cost is $4 million for 20 units? So It's $20,000 per unit, 1s
that right?

MS THOMAS: Just under that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any further questions?

MS THOMAS: We are not Individual home-owners who are responsible for everything ourselves and we
are not just tenants who are responsible for very little. We have really the best of both worlds. 
We control all aspects of running the business and we have Input Into all the decisions that affect 
us. To do this, we pool our skills so that everyone benefits. We are going through a process of 
developing. That means learning new skills to run our business and for many of us that means 
participating 1n something which is breaking our dependence upon the government. This has 
presented us with minor problems of working together however we are very confident that we can 
solve them and grow stronger as a group as time goes on.

We've considered how you might help us in any future co-op which might develop. The first thing is 
that we need resources within the North that give us long-term assistance, training and advice. 
And perhaps we need to share what we've learned with other communities so that they can learn from 
us, and we need policies which will aid our group in developing further.

I'd like now to ask Gary McLellan if he will continue with the second part of this presentation as
jointly from the two projects that he has worked with there are some recommendations that have a 
more territorial prospective.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Before you go on, there will be some questions. Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: I'd just like to ask a couple of questions. If you don't mind I'll just run them
all and then you can respond if ycu would. Are the 10 duplexes similar and if not, how do they
differ? What Is the equity involved in these units by each occupant? Does the society own the
land and finally, what 1s the amortization set up?
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MS THOMAS: We have 20 units and to design those units we went through many, many meetings to
determine what 1t was that our members needed. We looked at what their future needs would be, what 
were the size of their families and from those we decided that there were four two bedroon units 
йёсиси, 14 three ucufOGiĩi üPi'tS âũu tnũ i ûui' bêui'úũíĩi units. As well, liie iiuuses as yuu will see 
have special considerations built into them for our needs. One of them Is a cold storage area,
where things like caribou skin parkas, bicycles, things can be brought in for storage in the units.

Another consideration was that some of our members order sealift and we needed a large area where 
food supplies for a year could be stored. It was by the consideration of what our members wanted 
that our architect worked to design the units for us.

As for equity, the members of the co-op hold shares In the organization and at this point we are 
considering equities of the right term we use the term called "member loans" which are re-payable. 
Shares In the co-op cost $25 and when a person 1s no longer a shareholder In the company that share 
Is returned to the co-op.

Your third question, does the society own the land. We don't believe In land-ownership and that Is 
something that Gary will be speaking of, the possibility of land trusts and I will leave that for a 
moment as he will speak about It momentarily.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are there any further questions on that?

MR. McCALLUM: Just amortization.

MS THOMAS: There is a fourth question on amortization. There Is a 35 year mortgage.

MR. McCALLUM: What rate? Every three years, every year?

MR. GARY McLELLAN: The term on 1t is five years.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: When you started out your presentation you mentioned as members of the PCA. Do I
take It from that, that all your occupants are public servant?

MS THOMAS: No. Though the original motion was made by Sammy Peter who Is a member of the PSA and
some of the original work was begun by PSA members, we have a fair representation of government 
employees, private businessmen and general people from the community.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Gary would you like to make your presentation now.

MR. GARY McLELLAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am with an organization called Camunataze
Incorporated out of Edmonton, Alberta. My involvement, as Mary Ellen has explained has been as a 
consultant to the group.

Just briefly, Camunataze Incorporated Is a non-profit organization which was Incorporated In 1972 
that provides housing and community development assistance to housing groups in northern Alberta 
and the NWT. Camunataze has worked with the Borealis Housing Co-operative in Yellowknife and the 
Hillside Housing Co-op here In Frobisher Bay. In addition, we have discussed housing options and 
possibilities with residents 1n Pangnirtung, Fort Smith and Cambridge Bay.

The number of issues and concerns regarding housing have arisen from our experience as a delivery 
agent and we would like to share these experiences and concerns with the committee. Traditionally 
in Canada we have relied on two sectors for the development of housing. The private sector and the 
government sector. Within the last 20 years, a new sector has emerged which 1s often referred to 
as the third sector. This sector is based upon local community initiative and Is represented by 
the efforts of private non-profit corporations and housing co-operatives.

In the NWT, the private sector has historically been insignificant and as a result the bulk of 
housing has been produced by the government sector. As in the rest of the country, the third 
sector is just emerging in the NWT. Without a doubt, all three sectors would probably have a role 
to play in any future northern housing. The questions that perhaps should be addressed 1n the 
development of a northern housing policy is what type of development policies, government should 
encourage.
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A large proportion of housing 1n the North was both developed, maintained and manayed by the 
government sector. While there certainly 1s merit 1n government sector activity when there are no 
other options or when no other sector 1s willing to deliver housing it Is questionable as to 
whether a future housing policy should be primarily dependant upon government. While there are a 
variety of reasons that are given for the government sector not being the primary force in housing 
delivery, perhaps ũim оГ tin? most significant is the fact that this delivery system fosters 
dependency.

In addition, the resident of a government sector project often has no sense of h1s own space, tils 
home Is not M s  home nor Is It an extension of himself. Rather It Is a stopping point as long as 
he meets the qualifications required to live there. In developing any housing policy, It Is 
Important to recognize that a roof Is not enough. Rather, we should be striving to develop
appropriate human habitats that will encourage people to become stronger and more Independent. 
While a precise definition of appropriate human habitat Is not possible, various elements can be 
Identified with some certainty. Such a habitat should provide the Individual with physical spaces 
for privacy as well as for communication and collective action within Increasingly broad ranges of 
people Including the family, the Immediate neighbours, the community and the government.

Finally, the habitat should provide the Individual with security both mental and physical as he 
moves between these phases. Government Intervention may well be able to facilitate the development 
of appropriate human habitats, however, it 1s suggested that the public sector management
maintenance may well Inhibit people's sense of control, responsibility and Independence.

There are two components of the private sector. The first Is the individual who develops his own 
home, the second Is the.private entrepreneur who 1s Involved in housing for the purpose of private 
gain. Historically, In the NWT, private individuals and the community were the main housing 
Inltlaters. Currently, there are programs that continue to encourage this private Individual
Initiative. Unfortunately 1t appears the design of these programs are such that most residents or 
those that require It the most are unable to benefit from them. Private business Initiatives have 
been limited In the North with the exception of communities such as Yellowknife, Fort Smith and Hay 
River, there are few private rental projects. While this lack of business activity might be seen 
as the main housing problem, perhaps 1n fact it has been a blessing to the North. The Interests of 
the private businessman are not necessarily the creation of appropriate human habitats but rather 
something from which they can gain a return on their Investment.

The cultural and environmental context of the North requires a type of housing development that 
would not be necessarily considered a good investment. Since the current housing market would not 
support the economic costs of housing let alone to give a return on an Investment. A private 
businessman who 1s willing to forego a return on h1s operations usually looks towards a profit on 
the sale of his property at a later date. This encouragement of such capital gains would only
result 1n continual price Increases and again limit the accessibility to those of lower Income 
households.

While the third sector requires Individual or community Initiative, 1t 1s distinguished from the 
private sector 1n that It 1s not interested in housing from the investment prospective, rather It 
Is Interested In the production of housing. In fact, some even argue that private Individuals whgo 
develop housing for themselves are part of the third sector rather than the private business 
sector. Because the third sector 1s represented either by people who are developing housing for 
themselves that they will manage or by people who are developing housing for other members of their 
community, this sector 1s more likely to develop the most appropriate and affordable housing.

We would recommend that 1n developing any future housing policy that the GNWT consider policies, 
that
1) promote some private In dividual Initiative
2) promote the third sector
3) promote public intervention in the delivery of houses
4) promote the public sector in housing where the third sector or individual Initiative is not 
possible.

Before I go on to the next section, if anybody has any questions, I'd be happy to answer then at 
this time.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions. Mr. Pedersen.
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MR. PEDERSEN: Think you, Mr. Chairman. Just toward the end of what you said so far, you mentioned
lower Income household and the most appropriate and affordable housing to be provided by the third 
sector. Could you put this 1n a cost prospective to me. We got Into units Just under the $200,000 
level each amortized over 35 years at market rates 12 and up. What are the monthly costs of 
operation Including the utilities?

MS THOMAS: Perhaps I could ask our treasurer to give that Information.

FW. ALLAN KARY: If I remember correctly, over the year mortgage costs $433,259, utilities costs
$45,000, $25,200 for heating costs, water and sewage delivery $7000-odd.

MS THOMAS: Could you give the monthly housing charges.

MR. ALLAN KARY: Monthly housing charges Including utilities for a four bedroom Is $1215 per month, 
three bedroom 1s $1165 a month, and a two bedroom 1s $1095 a month. That Includes heating and 
utilities and those other things.

MS THOMAS: There are subsidies available for families who cannot afford these costs and Is limited 
to 25 per cent of the Income of a household.

MR. GARY McLELLAN: If I may just give a further example, the figure that Mr Kary quoted of $1165
a month being the cost to the member, the economic cost without any form of subsidy would rather 
than $1165 would be $2350 a month. That's for repayment of mortgage and all operating costs.

CHAIRFiAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Who provides the subsidy, please,

MR. GARY McLELLAN: The federal government through Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anymore questions? Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: I'd just like you to explain the last statement you made that you recommend four any
kind of housing that goes on, there were four particular areas. Would you just explain again the 
final one.

MR. GARY McLELLAN: The final one was to promote the public sector in housing where the third
sector or Individual Initiative Is not possible. What we may get into there would be, for
Instance, a very...

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Could you hold on for a second. What's wrong there? Too fast. Could you 
slow down a bit, please. Thank you.

MR. GARY McLELLAN: In a settlement where only two or three housing units would be required that
perhaps It would be most appropriate for the government to do that directly.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: I'd just like to pursue this because 1t seems to me that you had indicated that
private Individuals prior to you listing these four recommendations that private individuals 1n
your estimation were part of a third sector.

MR. GARY McLELLAN: In an instance they can be considered —  people that are developing a house 1n
the North for themselves can be considered more 1n line with the third sector than they would with 
the private sector at this point. In the South, housing 1s not simply a shelter, but 1s now 
considered to be more Importantly an Investment. People building for themselves In the North, 
there is a segment of them that are strictly building for shelter purposes only not for
Investment. Not necessarily looking for a return on their investment. So 1n that sense they could 
be considered as part of the third sector because the third sector does not promote any return on 
Investment.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any further questions? No. Proceed.
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from the social and community development aspects, which will be dealt with later It has overall 
economic implications. There is a potential for the creation of employment opportunities for 
persons who would be Involved with ongoing property and equipment maintenance. If new housing 
units were to be placed In the community where residents were responsible for their own 
maintenance, for example, appliances, electrical and mechanical systems, they should have access to 
skills, tools and equipment within their communities to enable them to maintain their own units. 
The transference of responsibilities without the concurrent transfèrent of skills will simply 
result In an overall failure. Therefore, 1n developing any housing policy that results In a shift 
from a primary dependence upon the government sector the overall social implications must be taken 
Into consideration.

There are four components that we would recommend as part of any housing program 1n the NHT. There 
1s a need for supply programs, secondly there Is a need for demand programs, thirdly social 
development programs and fourth a delivery program. It Is not by any means suggested that the NWT 
government take financial responsibility for all of these components but rather that the GNWT 
should ensure that any program they negotiate with other senior levels of government should Include 
these four components.

I'll briefly outline the four components. The supply program —  housing In the North Is and will 
continue to be more expensive than any other part In Canada. There are a number of reasons for 
this differential in cost. First there Is the fact that materials and labour generally are brought 
1n from the outside. Second, the environment establishes design requirements that are not faced 1n 
any other parts of the country. Even the design requirements In the North vary greatly from one 
location to another. For example, the project that we developed 1n Yellowknife would not be 
adequate for Frobisher Bay and the Frobisher Bay project would certainly not be adequate for 
Pangnlrtung when giving consideration to wind factors, servicing requirements, etc.

In addition to environmental requirements, there are also cultural requirements that need to be 
taken Into consideration. A house designed for southern Canada will not meet the requirements of 
the North and It s-e.as quite pointless to develop inadequate, Inappropriate and sub-standard 
housing In the North. Even 1n southern Canada, 1t 1s difficult for anyone to develop housing 
without some form of supply subsidies. This situation Is made worse In the North because of the 
transportation and environmental requirements.

Supply side subsidies are required to enable the production of housing that Is available to users 
at rates which are what others pay rather than not what It really costs. The example that was just 
given for the difference In the current housing charge that the co-op Is paying versus the economic 
cost. For example, without the 56-1 CMHC assistance in the first year the maximum monthly charges 
for a three bedroom including appliances, utilities, and all other operating expenses, 1n the 
Yellowknife co-op would have been $1798 per unit per month rather than the $835 that each member 1s 
paying. And the Frobisher Co-op, $2350 a month rather than the $1165. Part of the reason for the 
difference between the real economic cost and the maximum charges are a result of high interest 
rates. However, the main reason for the difference 1s in fact that the capital and operating costs 
are very high which results 1n a high economic costs. Are there any questions at this point?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions from the special committee? Proceed.

MR. GARY McLELLAN: Number two Is demand programs. Demand programs are also essential to ensure 
that households who cannot pay the market rates without exceeding 25 per cent of their Income also 
have access to the housing programs. Individuals who have access to housing allowances in fact are 
already receiving a demand subsidy. A large Income gap exists between those receiving housing 
allowances and those who do not. In order to pay the maximum housing charges 1n the Yellowknife 
and Frobisher 8ay co-ops, a household should annually earn $40,080 or $55,920 respectively 1n order 
to stay within the 25 per cent of income category. There are many households in the NhTT who are 
not able to afford these costs.

Number three, the social development or education program. This component 1s probably the most 
significant of the four since no supply or demand or delivery programs will be effective 1f the 
home occupant 1s not willing or able to responsibility for their own housing. The need for an 
educational program 1s possibly more critical in the North because of the current primary reliance 
upon the government sector that has fostered a dependence rather than inter-dependent relationship
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between ths user and the supplier of houslnq. In developing an education program there are two 
aspects that must be taken Into consideration. First, the initial development tuât should occur 
before a housing program Is Implemented. Second, the ongoing support service that will enable 
residents to maintain their homes. It Is suggested that rather than creating a new infrastructure, 
that this service could be provided for by the Department of Education through the advanced 
education division.

Number-four, progran delivery. It Is essential that there be a delivery agent who will facilitate 
the development of housing by both groups and Individuals. There Is additional work that must be 
done to deliver a project In the North. The logistics of co-ordinating materials, consultants, 
mortgage lenders, contractors, surveyors, etc. poses very special problems. Time schedules become 
more critical —  a missed boat can actually mean a delay of a year In a project. Inclimate or 
changing weather conditions can also result 1n extremely costly delays. It Is essential that any 
delivery program be taken Into account the specific requirements of northern development.

There are basically two approaches that could be used to establish a delivery program. First the 
government could establish Itself as a delivery agent and second the government could work In 
conjunction with a non-profit delivery agent to ensure the delivery of the program. Past 
experience, not just with housing delivery, but with other community development oriented programs 
Indicates that 1t Is difficult for a government department or agency to act as a development 
agent. Therefore, It Is recommended that the government look at establishing or working with a 
non-profit organization for the delivery of a housing program. Are there any questions?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions? Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM; How many of the occupants receive GNWT or federal housing allowance?

MR. GARY McLELLAN: There's over 10 families out of the 20 who are receiving GNWT housing
allowances so they are eligible for $450 a month housing allowance plus $300 a month utility 
allowance. As I understand 1t, that $300 goes to anybody living In private accommodation. It 
doesn't matter If you are a territorial employee or not. Maybe I'm misunderstanding.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALlUM: I know you have just started the project, have you had any turnover of occupants as
yet?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mary.

MS THOMAS: There are people who have transferred from the community, there are people who have
left the community, there are also people who have decided they no longer wish to be members of the 
co-op. There are a core group of people who have continued for over two years —  I believe there 
are 12 or 13 families who have been in from the beginning.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any further questions? John.

MR. T'SELEIE: I have never been Involved In a co-op and I don't quite understand how they work but
I have an idea of how they work and one of the things about co-ops Is that 1n the beginning when 
they are started the members are suppose to put in so much Into whatever the project Is and I 
wonder when you started how much money did you require from your members to get started.

MS THOMAS: At this point, all that Is required Is a $25 membership.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any further questions? Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We got some figures from the Housing Corporation this
morning —  figures such as the average cost of operating housing units In the Baffin Region and the 
$1240 per month which includes amortization of capital, maintenance, utilities, the total cost, the 
average rent collected is $98 per month which comes to $1142 a month subsidy and that 1s the figure 
we were fighting with. The program you are describing where as it sounds very philosophically very 
nice economically but does not sound to be except for the fact that you are getting a better 
quality of housing the public subsidy to your project 1s indeed higher than 1t is to the project 
presently provided. I am sure that the quality is a great deal nicer to live in but I am just 
having a little difficulty with the emphasis
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I am Just having a little difficulty with the emphasis to stop the government housing, because In 
fact financially your project seems to me to be the same things. 1f you have a 525 input, and 
particularly in the cases where you are applying an additional $750 a month to the $1185 a month 
CMHC subsidy. It becomes a very highly subsidized program and It seems to be only affordable for 
those In the $56,000 a year range. Is that correct?

MR. McLELLAN: I am not familiar with the corporation's figures, however the federal subsidy after 
year five, diminishes on a five per cent per year basis, that Is five per cent of payment. So one 
must not look simply at the yearly cost but In terms of the total cost over the life span of the 
project, for total subsidy dollars. Secondly, this program promotes the Idea of people being 
totally responsible for their own maintenance and ongoing management which I think Is quite 
different from the other programs available.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Is there any further questions? Proceed.

MR. McLELLAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Housing possibilities, any housing policy should allow 
both for the construction of new units as well as a conversion of existing government owned units 
to a private Individual or a group. Regardless of the form of tenure or the Initiative It Is 
suggested that perhaps the GNWT should explore the possibility of maintaining ownership over land 
or turning over the land to a community land trust which would In turn lease the land to an 
Individual or group user. This will prohibit land speculation and as a result Inhibit housing 
speculation. In addition 1t will Insure that any land developed takes Into account both the 
ecological prerequisites, the requirements of the local community and perhaps even the traditional 
land use and occupancy.

There are a variety of programs that could be established. For example In some situations 1t may 
be more appropriate to transfer ownership of a unit to the occupant for a minimal payment, on 
condition that the proceeds from any future sale, be paid back to the government. Such a program 
might be required In a community where the household income would not support both the loan 
repayment and operating costs. In other circumstances, a program similar to the CMHC program, for 
non-profit organizations and co-operatives, which provide both supply and demand assistance, might 
be more appropriate.

It Is suggested that In developing programs to implement the housing policy, that two factors be 
taken Into account. First is program flexibility, for the purpose of ensuring equality among the 
communities with regard to program access. The second is consultation with the local communities 
and potential users, both with regard to determining specific housing needs and establishing 
delivery schedules for the various communities.

In conclusion, the territorial government Is to be commended for Initiating the consultative 
process as the first step toward developing housing policies and programs. We would like to thank 
you for the opportunity to make a presentation to the committee, unfortunately because of lack of 
lead time, we have only been able to provide the committee with a very general overview. I think 
1n concluding I would simply like to relate a couple of very recent experiences with housing.

When we were first called 1n to develop the project in Yellowknife, although It had some 
difficulties, we were able to develop that project quite reasonably. Then being called upon to 
come Into Frobisher, a smaller community, we found that again with even greater difficulty, we were 
able to adapt the current CMHC program in Frobisher. But I stress that it was with much more 
difficulty than was evident in Yellowknife. Having been given the opportunity to address 
committees In much smaller communities, most recently Pangnirtung and Cambridge Bay, for the first 
time since we have been delivering this program, we have had to tell the residents that we could 
not make this program work in their communities. Simply because of the economics and because of 
the salary levels in those settlements. It is the smaller settlements, in our view, that require 
the assistance the most. But the realization we have come to is that this program is not going to 
work in smaller settlements. My discussions with representatives of the corporation 1n both of 
these communities, also indicate that although they have programs, they do not have any programs 
from which the majority or the most needy can benefit. I believe that these are the areas that 
should be given the most consideration. Again I thank you for the opportunity to address the 
committee.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.



MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am not too familiar with the coop, I have never been 
involved with them. I am very impressed with you presentation and the amount ot work that has been 
put Into the project by the tenants, having been able to have a say 1n designing the units to meet 
the needs of the tenants, controlling of management, etc. You mentioned you were frustrated In 
trying to obtain some Information regarding housing, I just want to make a comment that 1t Is very 
hard for some of us who do not speak English or read and write to get proper Information, they give 
you the runaround, you become so frustrated that you just give up. Perhaps your co-op can give the 
proper Information to the communities. It seems you are doing a lot of work and the housing 
associations should adapt your system so that the people can get proper Information. I am only 
making a comment. I would like to thank you for your presentation. We are here to listen to your 
view and concerns and it will help us make a good recommendation to the Assembly and will help us 
make a good Interim report for November. I am Impressed with your presentation. Mahsl cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Ms Thomas.

MS THOMAS: In response, speaking English did not help that many times. We faced many frustrating 
experiences. The only thing that assisted us was having resource people who knew how to go
through the system. If I could make one recommendation, It would be to build in somewhere, within 
the government, an Information system where people can have access to many alternatives and to 
share Information, people learn from each other. Perhaps a conference, people Involved In 
alternative housing methods. Begin to talk about the differences might be an approach.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I have a brief comment. I was somewhat involved 1n the project in Yellowknife and 
was very successful and even helped to alleviate some major shortages In Yellowknife. We would 
really appreciate having a copy of your report and 1f you are prepared to do a more detailed report 
and get it to the committee or give 1t at another hearing, perhaps 1n Yellowknife. That would be 
very helpful to us. And lastly,' if you could think of any ways where your program could be adapted 
to fit the needs of smaller communities, that would be very helpful. Thank you.

MR. McLELLAN: I do have copies of our report available. I have indicated to the committees 
secretary that a translated copy will also be made available within approximately 10 days and will 
be forwarded to the committee. Although I have skimmed over parts of the text, we will be prepared' 
to put together a much more detailed report.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. T'Seleie.

MR. T'SELEIE: You do not have to answer my question if you do not want to, but I am just curious
to know what the average salary level of your tenants 1s?

MS THOMAS: Since we do not have that Information Immediately available, we would be prepared to
send it in writing to you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. McCall urn.

' L ' & i

MR. McCALLUM: It is unfortunate that such a program is not available In the small coimiun1tijKs|^
because as you so correctly put it, that it where such a program is needed. People do not have' JfcO'îj. 
spend such a great amount of their personal equity, to take advantage of all these great andV’ 
wonderful programs that are available, who get subsidies from whatever sources, but I am afratd 
that the kind of program, although it is very successful in the cities, In the larger towns, will 
only create and inhance the kind of animosity that we hear now. The larger communities have 1t and 
those who live in the smaller communities cannot get it. I only make that as a comment, I am not 
suggesting that what you are doing is wrong. Wherever it can be done, I think 1t is a worth-while: 
thing, there is no question about it. People in any community want to get a home and not just a. 
shelter. Our problem now is that we will continue to provide shelters unless we can get some 
access to similar programs for the smaller communities, whereas in the larger communities we wl ,]!/ , 
provide home, whether they are private and or.e wants to make an investment on it, or whether dne 
wants to simply own on principle, their own house. , . VSr

•V

«
Your presentation was articulate and everything else that goes with it, and maybe I will sey. thl, 
reluctantly, but what the hell I will say it, it gives those people that have -- more, those Щ  
have not —  to some extent they are SOL.
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McLELLAN: May I comment on that please. Since our frivol veinent 1n the NWT we have recognized
exactly what you are saying. We believe we are among the first to have made the suggestion to the 
federal government through the CMHC agency, that this program through its current form Is not
С м Н а Ы о  M nw Ai m» *  U  i f  ft 4 f  4»« I . ----\ j  » • » *» л « .У  У  “ ‘ “ 1 * " M3 ,UM4 * *» * "  jr d t iu u tu  n u iN  a ii jr rm r i e  m  uns  t ,u u . iv r j r ,  n
is recognized that It does not work up here but we have already made suggestions to them to modify 
it, to make it suitable to settlements. Unfortunately, a very small organization like ourselves 
unfortunately does not carry much impact with Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation. What I 
would like to see happen is for the territorial government perhaps to begin some kind of 
discussions or negotiations with the federal government to modify the program.

As I Indicated In my presentation, we surely do not suggest that the territorial government assume 
all financial responsibility. If the government has put together programs, this one also being 
recognized as a housing program for modest income people. If It is supposed to work here 1n the 
country, it should damn well work in the isolated communities, In a different form.

MR. McCALLUM: I would agree with you that there must be some way that we could get them to adapt,
modify and review existing programs. Having had some experience in trying to get them to modify, 
adapt or review, the R & R program, the rural and remote, so that it 1s more applicable In the 
North, and having found out the kind of modification they have done to make 1t better applicable to 
people In the North —  I don't know if we are going to get anywhere with it.

MC. McLELLAN: One parting comment. I would suggest that perhaps the first step to getting these 
reviews and negotiations going would he to be able to speak with somebody within the corporation 
who recognizes the problem and who is willing to try to do something about them. I speak of the 
federal program. First of all you have to have somebody who is sympathetic to the needs of the 
people. If there is no sympathy there will not be any negotiations.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I just want to make a short comment. I mentioned we would certainly take your view 
Into consideration and one of them was built into the system where we can share some Information, 
It was brought to our attention in some remote areas, whether it was just a dream or whatever, but 
they wanted some information on home-ownership. They are waiting up to two years even to get a 
little pamphlet. I am going to seriously consider that recommendation to share information on 
anything that they have requested because 1t does not take too much time or manpower to deliver 
that kind of Information. That 1s what I meant by saying that they are having problems 
communicating, maybe because of the English or whatever.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. T'Seleie.

MR. T'SELEIE: I like the idea of co-ops and this is the first time we have heard anything about- e v 
housing coop and it deserves some attention from our committee to look at how housing co-ops could ■: 
work. I will be looking at this more closely as maybe part of the answer to the housing problems*

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. For the closing remarks I will speak Inuktitut. (Translation)
I would like to thank the representatives from the Hillside Housing Co-op. I really like the 
co-op idea and the presentation was very interesting. But I have a small disagreement. This
program is not implemented in smaller communities. I like your program, I like the designs. I
think you know there are different houses for different communities and you are experienced In
this. While we were on our tour people also brought up the fact of the climate. We will certainly
consider this 1n the future and we will use all our authority to put the recommendations Into a 
reality. I thank you for coming here. I would like to meet with the special comnlttee for*' 
awhile. , 7.

— ADJOURNMENT
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- SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HQUSINfi

FROBISHER BAY, JUNE 12. 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr Pudluk): My name Is  Ludy Pud luk , MLA fo r  High A r c t ic .  The Special Corimittee on
Housing c o n s is ts  o f s ix  MLAs and four a l t e rn a te  MLAs. We were appointed by the Leqlslatlve 
Assembly in  Feb rua ry  1984, to  in v e s t ig a te  the concerns th a t peop le in the co im u n itie s  have about 
housing . I  he conm ittee w i l l  a lso  re v iew  the o p e ra tio n s  of the HWT Housing C o rp o ra tio n  Mv 
co lle a g u e s  a re : John T 'S e le ie ,  e le c te d  Member fo r  Sah tu ; Arno ld  McCallum, 'e le c te d  Member fo r
S la v e  R iv e r ,  he is a lso  the co-chairman of th is  sp e c ia l co n m ittee ; E l iz a  Law rence, from Tu Nedhe; 
Red Pedersen from K ilik m eo l West, he is recognized  in some of the co im u n itie s  and Joe  A rlo o k to o . 
MLA fo r  B a t f ,h South. We a lso  have th ree  in te rp r e te r s ,  one is absent at the present time Ja y p o 'e  
Akeegoak is .-rom C r is e  f io r d ;  Ma I le y  C u r le y  is from F ro b is h e r Ray. The support s t a f f  who is  
co o rd in a t in g  the hearings is Penny Anmond. A lso we have a lte rn a te  Members, i f  anv Member of the 
s p e c ia l co iĸm ttee cannot attend  the h ea rin g s . The f i r s t  one is M ichael A n g o ttitau ru q  f o r ’ ĸ it ik m eo t 
E a s t and Mike B o llan tyn e  fo r Y e llo w k n ife  North .

The com nittee w i l l  hold p u b lic  bearings in iO B a f f in  communities th is  month in the nnxt s ix  
months about 40 communities w i l l  be v is i t e d .  The NWT Housing C o rp o ra to r) w i l l  a lso  b /- e v ie w cd  bv 
the  conm ittee . An in te rim  repo rt w i l l  be tab led  in the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly th is  f a l l .  The /'inû'i 
re p o rt w i l l  co n ta in  recommendations based on the community hearings and the Housing C o rp o ra tio n  
re v ie w . i t  is  the w i l l  of the committee tha t th is  w i l l  lead to improvements in hous’ d o p ! ;  t if f  
community l e v e l .  This is  the f ir s t ,  step  to f in d  out what people would l ik e  to see hauv-sp H
housing. Of course it  w i l l  not be p o ss ib le  to make any promises about what the conm ittee  v t if i be f / 'J ''
ab le  to do. The committee has to con s ide r the housing s itu a t io n  throughout th e  flwl ~ r i  h W ," : 
where the money would come from. Tne conm ittee lias a r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  to make sure 
recommendations it  makes are r e a l i s t i c  and p o s i t iv e ,  recommendations th a t would s o b s  y j
major problems th a t we are now d ea lin g  w ith . T here fo re  we welcome ycur e » ’ .ччг' •
improvements ard encourage you to share your ideas w ith  us. ’ ” - у у ж -г.Л 'Ш

m m

For the b e n e f it  of the MLAs from the West, somebody from the West w i l l  be- taP i?jg \.- 
t h e i r  concerns in th e ir  co im u n itie s  and we would l ik e  to bear the tenants here 'and ' H 'v îV - . 
are  d ea lt  w ith  by the NWTHC. I f  you would l ik e  to speak, p lease  step  up to the n i <;•-(>* v
ta b le  and what you say w i l l  be recorded. You w i l l  be recorded on tape . P le a se  t rtl l  
for the re co rd . The in te rp re te r s  w i l l  t r a n s la te  what you say si mi 1 taucousi v. 
than no rm a lly  so the in te rp re te r s  w i l l  be ab le to ca tch  up. The headsets are f r a - 'f l .  >•,. 
c a re fu l w ith  them, p lease  le ave  them on your c h a ir .  ‘ ” -

We are not from the Housing C orpo ration  and we are not working fo r  the governi.env. i,;, 
than w i l l in g  to  hear your concerns. We cannot answer questions now. Your g » ~ ' S'‘
d ire c te d  to the  Housing C o rp o ra tio n . We are re p resen tin g  the HWT as a
concerns w i l l  a s s is t  us. Do not be a f r a id  to speak up. Your concerns w iP  ыР.уА.ум 
w r it in g  of our re p o rt . I w i l l  now ask the western d e leg ate  to speak. Mr. M c C P ĩ ■ ' Г

MR. McCALLUM. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. [ would ju s t  l ik e  to in d ic a te  to «on h o : -n
are^ to  have you come out to n ig h t . I would l ik e  to say as w e ll a ihanl; c
a d m in is tra t io n  in p a r t ic u la r  the p r in c ip a l ,  Mr. Farrow , fo r  the h o s p i t a l i t y  «no H ie
th a t have been made here to n ig h t and a l l  day, in f a c t ,  because we have; ir.:-t v i t »  d H ie r r c , ”
a lre ad y  th is  morning and th is  a fte rn oo n .

S a.-..
1( -Д  г r ? \ A  ' 
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Many yea rs  ago there  had been demands to  look in to  the to ta l  operation uf housing uiVn)'- V  
and accuim anated w ith  a motion by the two people to  my immediate right in the last 
Pudluk and Mrs. Lawrence, to get something going and ask about how housing operates 
That is  the reason why we are here to n ig h t . 9 V i - ™ *

i V P L -



We are hear to listen to your concerns. We have no answers as yet to what those concerns and 
problems may be. As people come up to speak to us, various Members may question the speakers as to 
what they may say. The total Issue of housing Is a very complex one. There are many views from a 
grcût г.ишЬгг of peuplé. We are nut hear to criticize the corporation or any group or any 
Individual. We truly appreciate and will appreciate hearing your concerns and views. I would 
simply want to reiterate what Ludy Pudluk has said about when you come to the microphone, because 
of the recordings, to Identify yourself and speak slowly 1n either English or Inulktltut. We want 
your views and thank you very much for being here tonight and we look forward to the concerns you 
may have. With that we can begin hearing from people.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): (Translation) Is there any further comments from the special coim1ttee7
Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to thank the people from
Frobisher Bay. I was not expecting this many people. I heard there may not be too many people and 
we are pleased with the turnout. I would like to stress that any person may speak and you will be 
recorded. I know there are some concerns with the housing association.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE; Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to thank everyone for Inviting us tonight. 
It Is very Important for us to hear everyones views and concerns so we can make good 
recommendations to the Legislative Assembly when we sit in November. As elected Members, I have 
high hopes that any recommendations that we make to the Assembly will be seriously considered. In 
my area we have similar problems, although we encourage a lot of Individuals to own their own home 
because we have logs In our area. At one time a lot of people owned their own homes and were very 
proud of it. When the Housing came' into the Territories they encouraged people to move Into the 
low rental housing for two dollars a month, and over a period of time said that they would own the 
home. That was not the case. Changes of government, policies, Individuals, people 1n government 
and caused some concern to individuals -- rent 1s too high. People who owned their own homes, the 
homes were destroyed so they were unable to move back into their own house even 1f they wanted to.

Because of that a lot of problems were created at the community level. I lived with the problem 
for many years. So we established a special committee to look Into some of these problems and 
hopefully we will make some changes. I would like to encourage everyone to express their views. 
Mahsl cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Since the special committee has no more comments, please feel free to come
and speak. Mr. Michael.

MR. MIKE MICHAEL: I have some comments on the housing association. The housing association in
Frobisher, a lot of Inult disagree with their operations. The families are having problems. I do 
not have much of a problem myself, the only problem I have is that there are large families in one 
house and they have problems amongst each other. This is a great concern to me. There are some 
families that have children and when they grow up they are still living with their parents and they 
are taking drugs. So it creates problems because there are too many people in one house. For that 
reason a lot of us are disappointed. Me and my wife have problems because we have a large family 
and are all 1n one house.

If you try to tell this to the housing association they will just tell you that there are no houses
available. I do not know how many families have been moved to different houses, this is what 1s
happening in Frobisher. This is one thing I am not too happy about. I do not think there should 
be more than one family In one house. When the young ones start drinking they get dangerous to the
head of the household. Since you are here to hear our views, I would be very happy for the other
people to hear about this. I would like something done about this.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARL0KT00: (Translation) This year the housing association board of directors was dismantled
because they were told that they were told that they cannot run the housing association.

MR. MIKE MICHAEL: I do not quite understand. I know where the housing association office Is, I
thought it was still there, I did not realize that it ceased to be the board.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Don't hesitate to voice your concerns.
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MR. TREVOR POLL. 1 TT : I am the hospital administrator. I am mainly here at the concern of the
staff. Prior to the transfer of the hospital 1n December 1982, the hospital was operated by the 
federal government. It was not the policy of the federal government to give housing to local 
hires. Following the transfer In December 1982, to the GNWT, an expectation was placed on the 
hospital to provide housing which thp hoard of management artiially has Д0 units althnimh ыо do
have a staff of 8 6 plus the contract service, making a total of 100 people. As you know most of 
the staff in the hospital are technical staff, so one of the problems 1s that we have to recruit 
most of our people for the hsopltal from down South. Despite the fact there are 49 units, there 
must be over 56 or more positions which we must recruit from down South to operate the hospital. 
At the time of the transfer they were building some new houses and based on the amount of federal 
employees, the hospital would, if the transfer of the houses had taken place before the transfer of 
the hospital, been entitled to about 1 0 of those new units.

We have taken this casa as far as Paul Cosgrove, the Minister of Housing. He claims we are new a 
cornnercial venture -- overnight wa have become a comercial venture and are no longer entitled to 
those houses. He has also stated that 1f there were any surplus federal houses 1n Frobisher Bay 
that the hospital should have the first, choice.

One of my main concerns is, we are trying to develop a policy of recruiting more Inult staff, but 
we cannot offer then housing, even if we were to recruit from outside Frobisher Bay from the 
coimiunlties within Baffin. It Is not that we wish to deprive the local people of staff housing but 
1t Is just that they will never be available because we have to recruit so many people from the 
South. I just wanted to make that quite clear, that this is a problem as far as employing staff.

The flexibility with housing depends on whether a nurse is married to an RCMP officer. In that 
case we do not have to provide the housing. But this does put restraints upon your selection of 
staff, married or single, because of the availability of units. That 1s my main concern.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: You mentioned the transfer in 1982. When they transferred the hospital are you
telling us they did not transfer the accommodation, housing?

MR. TREVOR POLLITT: They transferred 49 units, we have a staff of 8 6 . We also provide housing for 
the private physicians, otherwise you would not have private physicians. These are some of the 
problems we inherited. We do not mind providing housing because we realize it Is an essential 
service. To be realistic, there is just not enough housing and the people it is hitting most are 
the local people because we can never give them housing because we recruit so many people from the 
South to fill essential jobs.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: I would just like to clarify something. You are saying that you provide housing for
the private physicians? . "

MR. TREVOR POLLITT: Mr. Chairman, at the time of the transfer, we inherited the status quo.;
Housing was provided to the local physicians. Since that time one of the physicians has built his 
own unit. This does deter anyone from setting up private practice, either dentists or doctors or 
any other professional staff, is the question of availability of houses.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any further questions? Anymore presentations?

MR. RICK HAMBURG: My wife and I have worked and lived in the Baffin Region for 16 years, Stiven of 
these in Frobisher Bay. I enjoy the work I do very much and consider the Baffin Region my home. 
My family and I would like very much to have and own our own home in Frobisher Bay. However we are 
not quite prepared to build a new house. We have instead patiently waited for what we consider ah 
existing house to appear for sale. The territorial government, for good reason, has encouraged: 
home-ownership and have even provided a program whereby they offer to buy back a privately owned 
home at 90 per cent of their assessed value. Were I a house owner or planning to build a horns, I 
would applaud this incentive to territorial government. But I am not a house owner, I am a house 
buyer. I am the other side of the pair required to establ ish a market for homes. I am however 
experiencing problems attempting to become a house owner. I cannot find a commercial lending 
institute to finance an mortgage for a house on the government buy-back program, at least not In 
the Eastern Arctic.
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Commercial lending Institutes willing to mortgage a house In the Baffin Region, are hard to come 
by. About the only one available to average folks Is CMHC. However the one Important rule by 
which CMHC base their decision on whether or not to Insure loans for houses Is that the value must 
be assessed by CMHC. Enter the government buy-back program and the territorial government's 
assessed value of the same house. CMHC's assessed value Is one-third lower than the territorial 
government's assessed value. Naturally a house owner will prefer the higher price and permit the 
government to purchase b«.k Uie house. As a potential house buyer however, I am then forced to 
compete with the territorial government's buy-back program. I have to come up with a down payment 
and then apply to CMHC for the remainder that Is based on CMHC assessed value they will approve a 
loan however not for the price one-th1rd higher than their own assessed value.

Therefore when I applied for a home, CMHC refused to approve щу loan although I was able to meet 
their required formula for financing. The reason CMHC refused to finance me 1s because their 
assessed value was considerably lower than the territorial government one. Now 1n order to obtain 
financing, 1 must raise a down payment that no Baffin average wage earner could ever afford to 
make. I cannot purchase the house from the goverment afterwards either because I cannot get CMHC 
financing. I am Into a Catch-22 area that I cannot get out of.

In my case I am seeking assistance to my problem from this committee. Can they do anything for 
me? The numbers of territorial employees building their own homes is increasing. They will expect 
to be included 1n the territorial governments buy-back program. However ns long as CMHC continues 
to assess the value of these houses in the Eastern Arctic, lower than the territorial government, 
there will be no one who can afford to purchase them.

In the case then for future buyers of these buy-back territorial houses, I would ask the committee 
to look Into solving the discrepancy between territorial government assessments and CMHC 
assessments and come up with a compatible assessment that both can live with and where an average 
buyer can afford the house. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions from the special committee?

MR. McCALLUM: Can I just ask, does the CMHC assessment deal only with private homes that inqy now 
be available or are you referring as well to the possibility of buying existing housing? Are you : 
living now in a staff house?

MR. RICK HAMBURG: I am living now 1n a staff house, yes.

MR. McCALLUM: If there was a policy of the GNWT to make staff housing available, do you believe
you will have the same problem with assessment for mortgage purposes?

MR. RICK HAMBURG: Going by present experiences, I probably would. This particular problem that I
am experiencing, is a house owned by a territorial government employee in h 1s own home and 1s
eligible and 1s on the territorial buy-back program.

MR. McCALLUM: Me need an update on the territorial buy-back policy. There Is only one other
lending Institution in town and that is the Royal Bank, is that correct? Yes. Have you tried
with the Royal Bank and have you received an refusal?

MR. RICK HAMBURG: In order to get CMHC housing, you require a first refusal. The Royal Bank now
provides mortgages but only for CMHC approved housing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Hamburg,

MRS. HFIDI HAMBURG: I am the other half of this buying team. Something I would like to make clear
is that if we were buying a new house we would have advantages because of being long-term
government employees. If we were buying a former staff house we would have one per cent per year 
of service. As things are, buying an existing house which does not presently belong to the 
government, we have no advantage, even though between us we have 31 years of service. We were 
working here since 1968. We were working in Baffin before the territorial government was working 
In Baffin. It 1s our home. But we were willing to deal with that, we were willing to deal with
not having an advantage What seems quite unfair is that this situation has put us In a big
disadvantage. The house was assessed by the territorial government, of course we made out bid
according to that, then we made arrangements for financing, not expecting any hitches along the way
at all. Then CMHC assessed the house at 35 per cent less than the government assessor.
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Now we may bomb out on this, we may never get the house that we love, but the same thing Is going 
to happen to everybody else 1r. the same situation who tries to buy a private house when there are 
separate assessors doing It.. I would like to make a suggestion iu Uie comniUee that they come up 
with some arrangement that they can propose whereby either these assessments are done together with 
CMHC and a government representative and they arrive at a compromise price, which Is It. Or that 
the territorial government contract CMHC or visa versa and have one assessment. Otherwise anyone 
In the future 1s going to have exactly the same stone wall put up In front of them.

CHAIRMAN (mr. Pudluk): Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Where do you work and where are you from7 I think I got lost
somewhere along the line and I would like to be clear on that.

MR. RICK HAMBURG: From Frobisher Bay. I am employed by the GNWT, Tourism and Parks,

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I got lost along the way too. I do not have my own translator. Are you 1n
government housing now?

MR. RICK HAMBURG: We are living 1n a government rented house now. We rent from the government.
The house belongs to the government.

MRS. HEIDI HAMBURG: It Is not the one we want to buy. That is a private one.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Arnaituq Ipellie.

MR. ARNAITUQ IPELLIE: (Translation) I have been living here since 1944. I worked for the
government, at the present time I work for DPW as a helper for the electricians. I am not trained 
nor do I have an education but I am working for the government because I am a good worker. I have 
a concern in the community, even though I have been allowed to have a home here, my salary has to 
have a maximum, I cannot get a higher wage because I am not educated. The government has too much 
concern whether a person has an education or not and for that reason they cannot Increase the 
salary and they have a maximum. We do not have a maximum scale for paying rent but we have one for 
salary. So 1 feel there should be a maximum on rent too because it Is very high. This Is not only 
about me, there are some other Inuit who are like that too. I am quite old now so I will not be 
employed for too long.

The houses in the North are very small arid the floor is touching the gravel and they have no- 
basement where you can store things. I feel they should be built higher from the ground and we 
would have room to store our skldoos because we are going to live here for a long time. Some of 
our things are being stolen because of the small storage outside the house. The rent 1s high so a 
man should have storage space for his equipment. The small buildings outside our house are not. 
good enough because things get stolen. We need more storage space. Sometimes it is very difficult 
to sleep because we have to guard our things that are outside our building. People are stealing or 
breaking our hunting equipment. I would like to stress this concern to the MLAs.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any questions. Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) We have visited a number of communities and some complained that the
houses were too high. People from the Central Arctic were saying they were too high and you are 
saying they should be higher. Would you not have a problem is the houses were too high?

MR. ARNAITUQ IPELLIE: (Translation) I am living in government housing and it is very high. I can
stand inside -- if it is built higher, I can store my equipment under the building. My house is 
built adequately and it is warm. The storage space is too high.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Some communities are saying their houses are too high. Do you mind
if they are built high.

MR. ARNAITUQ IPELLIE: (Translation) We need them higher from the ground so there is more area. We
have to listen to the authorities. They are trying to build them higher for more storage space.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): We came here to listen about the Housing Corporation's buildings. Not only
the staff housing.
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MR. BILl BARNIE: I am a private home-owner. I have been listening to a lot of people speak
tonight and I have heard two main complaints. One main complaint is the quality of public 
housing. The other complaint could be generalized as just a basic lack of a vacancy rate In 
Frobisher Bay. 1 have some views on public housing. ! think there are certain limitations on 
public housing and they contribute to the vacancy rate.

If you want to get public housing In Frobisher Bay, there Is no needs test. Most people view 1t as 
a right. I find It remarkable thaï In a government like the NWT's with very limited funds, this 
government Is also trying to house Its entire population. When this task Is left In the hands of 
the government, the quality of housing can only be adequate and the quantity of housing likewise 
can only be adequate. The government should not be expected to build excess housing in case 
someone may need it. If the government Is going to continue to provide all the housing needs In 
the North, there will always be a lag 1n quantity and quality.

"° ^ou ^ ere a 9aP In housing 1n the North and there is only one section that can 
fill that gap and that Is the private sector. But they are prevented from doing 1t because in the 
North there Is a hidden economy. The North 1s laced with subsidies, low rents, it is a virtual 
burled economy that Is not allowed to surface. It is beyond the grasp of the entrepreneur. If you 
happen to be maybe a developer In the good graces of certain government officials, you may get to 
put up an apartment building and provide low rents and total occupancy rates and people will move 
In at a very low rate. Where 1s the Incentive for someone to invest In an apartment building in 
Frobisher Bay when the rents that are charged do not even pay the costs of building that

1 would suggest to you that the real solution ot the housing problem In the North 1s to strive to 
achieve a real economy where whenever possible, real rents are charged and real salaries are paid. 
Today we have subsidies that are tax free for certain sections of the society and excempt to others 
unless you happen to have a job that provides certain tax free subsidies. You have housing 
subsidies for certain people and not to others. We have a very false economy. We have a 
privileged class and not so privileged class. The subsidies are a denial of the real costs in the 
North. It Is a pretense contrived by transients for transients. We are stuck with an economy that
was developed years ago by people who probably never even came here. We are stuck with an economy
that was designed for civil servants who were only going to stay here for one or two years.

Where else 1n Canada would you go where your employer would say to you, "Well here Is your salary 
and here Is a little bit to go see grandma and here is a little bit for your house, and here is a
little bit to go on yacúnon." But If you stay here and you retire, all you are going to get is a
fraction of your basic salary. Where else in Canada would you go and get that? Where else would 
'V°H * erate It? I would suggest to you that buying a house Is a very, very long term commitment 
and things like pensions and the economy and the long-term prospects of the community are very real 
concerns when you are buying a house. Why buy a house in Frobisher Bay If you are only aolno to 
get a fraction of a fraction of your house when you retire? J ^  s

I would suggest that the solution to the problem of housing 1n Frobisher Bay 1s to pay real 
salaries, charge real rents and be prepared for a period of adjustment. There are going to be

i4?e0 ?ue * .w h0 r l tioi2e that k1nd of move sm a11 business, who always lag behind a major 
snift like that. I do not deny the need for public housing, there will always be severe need for 
public housing 1n the North, but 1t should be allocated to people who really need 1t, not people 
who are quite capable of providing their own housing. And if the subsidies paid those people If 
they are made really available, they would not be living in staff housing or public housing *You 
have your vacancy rate. H

Finally I would like to say that two of the main benefits of private home-ownership In the North 
are a sense of pride in what you are and what you are doing and it also results In responsible 
government because you start to care about the way money is spent. You start to care about they 
way your elected officials spend your money and what they decide to do and you become Involved. 
Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions from the special conmittee?

MR. McCALLUM: I would like to know how you would solve the problem of trying to purchase a house
if you cannot get financial assistance from a lending institution



MR. BILL BARNIE: Problems that have been discussed earlier tonight are not unusual when there Is a 
new trend happening in this area. The values have yet to be determined by certain lending 
instutltlons. But I know how much U  costs to build a house here, as does the government. No one
should suyyesl liial you siiOülu oè âulé tû buy ã house Ciièàp. it Costs å Cũ m s l u c i ' ã u ic ũmôûiiv iii
money to own a home 1n Frobisher Bay and public housing Is there to provide housing for people who 
cannot do that. What I am saying 1s those that can, should.

MR. McCALLUM: Well I do not think the situation Is peculiar to the North. I think It costs money 
to own or build your own home regardless of where you are because of the vary'ng economic 
conditions 1n different parts of the country. I Just have one more question...

MR. BILL BARNIE: Might I make one suggestion. If the territorial government, Instead of buying
houses and giving them away for virtually no rent at all, they would be better off to nmybe start 
providing financing to people who want to buy their own houses and make money at It.

MR. McCALLUM: I thank you for that comment. I just have one other question 1f you don't mind.
And 1t may hit close home here 1n Frobisher Bay. What are your feeling of the co-operative here In 
Frobisher?

MR. BILL BARNIE: The co-op project in town was a very unique experience for a lot of people. It
is going to fill a gap there for needed accommodation, 1t takes the burden off the territorial 
government. I do not think the territorial governments prime function should be a landlord. I 
really disagree with that. I see the budgets in Education, Social Services, a lot of very
important areas being slashed annually and yet the money going into housing increasing all the time 
and I think that 1s wrong. The co-op housing program is another avenue that is saving the
government a lot of money and removing that burden from government. However, I do not think that
the future 1s there. You can never own vour home, it is still rent. I think it is more convenient
for the territorial government than 1t , for those living in them, as they will find out later on.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more questions or presentations?

MRS. DONNA BELL: This is my 18th year in the North but I have only lived in Frobisher Bay for two 
and one-half years. I could sit here and try and tell you how I have tried to get housing for the 
last two years, I wrote it all down and I would like to present it to you. I am sure that many 
other people have had the same problems that I have had and there really isn't any need to go into
them. I have been looking for two years. So far I have done everything, it is all in this letter.

MR. McCALLUM: We would appreciate getting your letter but can we not prevail upon on you to...

MRS. DONNA BELL: No. If I was by myself —  I am a bit shy. It just tells of some of the places I
have lived, some of the things that have happened to me, sleeping on couches, on floors, being woke
up at 2:00 o'clock and have to be to work at 5:30. Being kept awake because people are partying, 
playing records. I have had sexual harrassment in one of the homes I stayed at. I have been
kicked out in the middle of the night when they come home drunk and in the morning they cannot
remember, I am not there, so where am I? Those nights I have walked the streets. I have stayed in 
hotel rooms the odd times. I have been advised by people of what to do, I have bothered the 
housing authority every day, which I haven't done because I don't believe there is any need because 
they know I need housing.

The new forms that have come out are very interesting, they want to come and see where I live. I 
do not have an address, I am looking after somebodys house now. Hopefully I will be able to get 
another place to look after for the summer or I will prevail on some of my friends for their 
chesterfield or their floor again. I am working, not at a job that I am trained for, but I am
working. I am not asking anybody to pay my rent, I am perfectly capable of paying rent. I am also 
separated from my family because there is no housing for two of my children, five of them are grown 
up. I had one of them here twice and I had to send her back to my married daughter because there 
was too hard on her and on me.

You can have friends for only so long when you bother them for a place to stay. I could apply for 
a job with the government, I am a qualified secretary and was one for 17 years. There Is no 
housing. You have clothes in four or five different places and sometimes you cannot remember where 
the good ones are and the bad ones, you are using carrying with you to change from day to day. I



- 159 -

have been asked, every time I have approached anybody about housing —  I don't believe I have to 
tell them why I came here, Canada Is a free country. I can live where I want, but I have lived In 
the North since 1967, always In an Isolated community and five of my seven children ere still
living In the North. Two daughters are married and one son 1s single, they live 1n government
housing. One of those daughters are keeping my two children which are 10 and 11. This still Is 
net going to get me a house In Frobisher Cay. Everybody else has problems.

These new forms really made me angry. There are three phases to It, you get a house meybe In a
year, three years and five years. The streets get very cold In thj wintertime when you are 
walking. Pretty soon you can put a tent up 1n the hills. But this 1s not Just щу problem, .It Is a 
lot of people's problem. There Is new housing going up but that will not be finished for a couple 
of years. I think that everybody Is trying to do something, 1n my case nothing has happened yet. 
Hopefully 1t will. There 1s more In here that Is really private and I do not want to repeat It.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCALLUM): Before I ask 1f there are any questions. These new forms of which you 
speak, from whom do they come?

MRS. DONNA BELL: From the housing association board of trustees. I asked them If the time that I 
had already been on the list 1f that would go back —  It was still two years ago that I applied. 
On the form they want to know your Income, they want to know that you can't get housing with your 
employers. They want to know where you live, so that they can look at the conditions. They are 
very good forms, I have nothing against them. They want to come and Inspect where you are living 
t 0  they cond1t1ons are bad, good or indifferent. They said on the forms that It would be a
month before you knew how they classed you. I took my form In and they told me It wouyld be two 
or three months. So within two or three months I will know where I am on the list.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any questions from the Members of the conmlttee? I would like to say I 
appreciate your comments. It may be difficult at times to explain Individual situations but that 
is what we are here for and I appreciate your candidness.

MRS. DONNA BELL: I am not alone. I presented щу case but there are other people 1n the same

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Go ahead sir.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) I do not think you are prepared for what I am going to say. But
we are here as older people to bring things up, we have lived for a long, long time. Me need 
assistance. I would Hk e to speak on behalf of the elder people. I would like to say we
appreciate the audience, we as elder people say that when we had some houses beside the
correctional centre, we had to climb away up there. I would like the housing association to take a 
note of that. We get tired walking up the hill, perhaps we can be moved to a better part of town. 
I am not the only one that Is concerned about that. It is all the elder people. We are not as 
active as younger people. I would like the committee to consider this. I have tried to bring this 
up to the Housing Corporation. I get tired going home. When I approached the corporation or the 
association they have not listened to our concerns. The elders need assistance on our problems. 
We should get some help from the Housing Corportion.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anyone else?

MRS. MONICA CONNOLLY: I am a home-owner and a small business person. For 10 years I lived 1n
housing association housing here and last year I bought the house and joined it on to my new
husbands house and we are busy refurbishing 1t right now. I want to talk a bit because I am not 
government staff. I think I have a lot o f experience with what the rest of us —  the Inuit people
the whites who are not government staff -  have to put up with. Frankly for many years 1t has made
:ne a little angry to hear government staff complaining about anything. While I admit they have 
some complaints, nonetheless they get the best housing, the least crowded housing, the best 
incentives to build their own housing. 1 saw a film on Haiti in which government go the best the 
the rest of the people got the least and everyone thought It was a scandal. Well the difference
c nùi as g/ eat here as ^  is w1th Haiti» but it is the same thing. The GNWT is operating 1n
Frobisher Bay two separate systems and their employees are getting the cream.
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So I want to tell you a bit of how 1t Is to not work for the government and how It Is to run a 
business. If we offered our staff the $750 a month that government people get to supply their own 
housing we would have spent more than twice our profit of last year. In other words for a small 
business It 1s not possible to subsidize housing. In preparation for coming to meeting, I 
talked to a banker, 1 talked my financial consultant, I talked to a builder. Our business Is 
healthy but there Is no way we are In a position to build housing. We are In a position to 
subsidize housing for one or two people 1f we can find houses at low rents. But there 1s no way 
tnat a small business like ours can build housing.

Now for the past 10 years or so, I cannot remember a time when we have not had problems on our 
staff with housing, young guys Just entering the workforce -■■ we try to enter locally as much as 
possible —  sleeping on the floor 1n our darkroom, sleeping on the desks, sleeping 1n a tent 
outside the office door because they did not have a home of their own. They either had drunks In
their house so they preferred to live In a tent or a darkroom, or their house was overcrowded, they
had either had a fight with their mother and the couch was no longer available to them. I am not 
exaggerating. The two groups that seem to suffer the most are white singles that come from the 
South to fill Jobs that cannot be filled up here because the skills have not yet been developed —  
they have almost nowhere to go, they have no relatives that they can Impose on, and young single 
Inult, passed the age of being ready to share a bedroom with two brothers. People who ought to
have, at very least, a room of their own, and possibly a house of their own. These people are
really at the bottom of the list.

There is an Incredible waiting list here, all things considered. I think they figure about 70 
names or more on the wafting list, representing roughly 150 to 200 people. What they are waiting 
for Isn't always that great either. Some of the new houses are fine. The 10 years that I lived In 
a northern rental house, I never had hot water. The first house did not have a bathtub. I put one 
1n, put a board over it threw some cushions over top and it looked like a couch. If I wanted a 
bath, I threw everybody out, boiled water and filled the bathtub. The second house I owned was
larger, I got it because I offered to help fix It up, It had been damaged In a fire and there was
no money to fix It. In that house I got cold running water In the bathtub because 1 arranged 1t
that way. I only had to boll hot water and I could fill the bathtub.

It 1s not funny, really. There are still people living in government supplied housing with 
Inadequate housing but more than that, there are people living in overcrowded houses and people not 
really living 1n houses at all, just drifting from relative to relative. "Uncle Joe can stand me 
more a couple of weeks and then I will go and live with my sister for a couple of more weeks. I
will sleep on my buddies couch." That 1s no way to live and it Is particularly Irritating when you
see another large percentage of the town living in uncrowded housing.. The hospital complains that 
it does not have enough housing for its staff but government housing is not allowed to become 
overcrowded. You cannot have second cousins living with you. You are allowed to have your 
Immediate family and that is it.

There is a home-owner subsidy. ! got a subsidy when I bought a home mainly because I bought my 
5-12 and I could get it for $1000. The thing is 20 years old, no plumbing, it needs some
rewiring. A lot of what was fixed up in it, I did myself. If I wanted to build a new house, I 
doubt very much if my husband and I could afford a mortgage, I am not certain, since we both happen 
to have access to the 5-12's.

First of all we need more houses. We have been rehabing a lot in Frobisher. That is not the
answer. People like my husband and I, people like some of my employees, are the ones who should 
rehab. Sell off the old houses and let people with entrepreneurial spirt rehab, we can do it 
cheaper because we put in sweat equity. We will turn our two 5-12's into quite a nice house and It 
won't cost us more than $2 0 , 0 0 0  because we have voluntee labour, because we do creative 
scrounging. I don't think you could do it fur that commercially. Sell off those houses and 
replace them. They get rid of houses in Frobisher and they haven't been replacing them. We have 
to have more housing and I think that the government is in a better position that a lot of private 
citizens to supply the new houses. We have to have equitible universal programs. Some of this by 
the way, you will get in an editorial this week -- not all of this.

It was understandable 2 0  years ago when government staff came here, you couldn't ask somebody 
coming from the South, a doctor or a teacher, to live in an igloo, a hamock, a tent, it was 
unreasonable, you did need separate programs then. But this is a real place now, it is part of
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mainstream Canada. If the living conditions are not fit for civil servants, they are not fit fore 
everybody. The rest of us deserve decent homes at decent prices. Although I think 1t was a
radical thing to do, I think 1t was suggested by the 1S72 task force on housing to get all the 
programs under one roof, It 1s going to tike time but get them under one roof. This 1s really 
Importent in a place like Frobisher which may become Lite capital of riunavat or if it aoesn4, we 
will at least become an important regional centre where there Is going to be more Jobs. If they 
don't get the housing for people together there will be a lot more resentment.

I think another thing you must remember 1s that when we say there Is no housing, a very high
occuparxy rate, a low vacancy rate, this Is not like in Vancouver or Toronto. Places like that, if 
there Is a low vacancy rate, what It means Is not that you live on the street, It means you live a 
few miles out and have to commute 1n, Instead of getting a nice home close to your work. There 
Isn't any place 20 miles out here, the next town 1s 100 miles away. If you can't get a home in
Frobisher Bay, you haven't got a home. You can't use Canada-wide vacancy rates as comparison. If
there Isn't a place for people to Uve, Mere Isn't a place for people to live and they end up on 
couches, In tents, what have yon.

I think that probably over the 13 years I have been here, housing has been consistently In the top 
three problems facing people In Frobisher Bay. It has contlbuted to others. It has contributed to 
the lack of education because kids cannot sleep because 1f there Is a patic game going on 1n the 
room you are trying to sleep in, you don't go to school. It has contributed to unemployment, 
because if there is a patic game going on in the same room, you don't get up and go to work In the
morning. It has contributed to the alcohol problems because if you feel lousy about the place you
live you go and try to drown your Sorrows -- the drug problems. The kids who have dropped out of
school and are now trying to get themselves Into the workforce have no incentive because even if
they get a Job If they are entry level, chances are they are going to take a year or so of training 
before they can get a Job that supplies housing. So what are they going to do. They get a Job and 
It does not provide them with a decent place to live, so why bother, somebody will feed them.

I think that housing has to be given a higher priority than it has been given. As I said, I think 
1t has to be equltlble. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any more speakers?

MR. CHUCK GILHOULY: I am the secretary manager for the housing association In Cape Dorset. The
concerns that I would like to express are concerns voiced by my board of directors and problems 
that I experience dally. Although there are many examples, the general problem that seems to cause 
a number of problems 1s a lack of communication. We have heard several problems mentioned tonight 
concerning maintenance and so on. I have also heard concerns mentioned by other housing 
associations which involve the fact that there Is very little Imput from the associations Into 
programs conceived by the corporation. I think both of these problems stem from the fact that with 
no output, there is no input. For example, if there is money available for special programs in 
maintenance, there Is a problem that there 1s very poor maintenance in the community, there 1s not 
very many ways for the community to have input about their problems 1n maintenance and receive 
available funding to help those problems.

A number of times our communities do not know what to ask for to solve their problems because they 
do not know what Is available to help them solve their problems. I think communication should be 
based on more of a two-way system, where all the Information from the communities Is already, 1n 
one way or another, being sent to the corporation. We receive very little information before a 
decision is being made. That Information is not usually available. As I see it there 1s a number 
of different solutions and there Is probably a number of solutions I have not seen myself.

One solution to a lack of communication could be, we also receive the minutes of board meetings
of the Housing Corporation. We send our meetings Into the corporation informing them of what our 
objectives are and what we are trying to achieve. There Is very little output on what the Housing 
Corporation objectives are, so 1t is very hard for us to Implement those objectives or understand 
those objectives. We did at one time, have a form for discussing all the various communities
concerns, it was a housing federation. At this time time there is no way for all the communities
to communicate with each other. A concerned voice by one community, carries one-thirteenth of the 
weight voiced by 13 communities. It also works both ways. The objectives of the Housing
Corporation, it 1s very hard for the association to meet those concerns or objectives when they 
have no forum to discuss or understand those objectives.
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There are many problems that all the communities have, they differ and are the same. But so far as 
I can see most of the problems hinge on a lack of output which creates a lack of Input. The 
avocations role in housing, because they are elected by the members of the association, they have
<1 v e ry  itnpUrtaiiL ru le  пнёГс t i îc ÿ  nave to rêp i'ê Sc iit the Cûf'pOf'àt iOTi and th e n ' ũu jcC b iVéS a» Well CiS
represent the tenants and their concerns. To be able to join these two properly and do a good Job 
of both, more Information Is needed, a lot more Information, and a forum to discuss this 
Information with the people that deal with 1t dally and have to Implement It. These two concerns 
need a lot of discussion and some Implementation.

These are concerns voiced by щу board of directors who you will be meeting tomorrow night. As well 
as problems and concerns experienced by myself daily 1n administering housing associations. 
Although these concerns come from the admlnistlon and board of dorectors, In the long run they 
directly affect the tenants of the association and their dissatisfaction with problems In housing. 
I did not really want to get too specific with the problems, maintenance and so on are a few 
things. But a general problem that creates other problems Is a lack of comnunlcatlon and therefore 
a lack of Input. That Is all I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I know he 1s my constituent from Cape
Dorset. Are you reporting for the community of Cape Dorset? If you are maybe we will not have to 
go there.

MR. CHUCK GILHOULY: As I said, I am mostly voicing the concerns of the board of directors and
myself, not directly the tenants. Decisions made on these concerns will of course affect the 
tenants but I believe the tenants and association members should also be listened to with their 
particular problems.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) There are problems In Cape Dorset so you will probably want to go
there and find out the problems first hand.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We have heard that same story about no communication
between the corporation and district office many times. It 1s a concern of just about every
community that we have visited up until now. Tomorrow we will go to Cape Dorset to meet with the
public. Did you say you are working for the housing association?

MR. CHUCK GILHOULY: I am the secretary manager.

MRS. LAWRENCE: So you are dealing with specific problems every day. You are not getting the
proper communication you require.

MR. CHUCK GILHOULY: Daily matters, rnontly matters, yearly matters.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Peter.

MR. MARKOSIE PETER: (Translation) I am from Apex. I have been living in Apex for 28 years but I
have been in Frobisher since I was a kid. The kabloona hasn't beat me my staying 1n Frobisher
yet. I have some rights regarding the years I have been here. I have a house in Apex before they 
built any new houses. If I were to ask the government to build me a house they would probably
never approve it. Therefore I asked, when we had a conference here at the high school, to see If I 
could get subsidy for fuel and electricity. 1 do not know If there 1s any subsidies for gasoline,
people I work for pay for my fuel. The Inuit used to lack houses and the situation is still like
that today. We have been hearing a lot of kabloona say that there are still some vacant houses 1n 
Frobisher and I don't know who will move into the new houses that are being built right now. Since 
I do not work for DPW anymore, I do not know this information.

When I was one of the board members for the housing association, according to the rules of the 
housing association I was taken off the board, because I am not renting one of their houses 
anymore. So, because I was kicked out I have not helped them in any way. When the Housing
Corporation was 1n town, they kept saying the houses were too expensive to run. The houses would 
not be using so much fuel 1f they were energy efficient. All that I have said is true.
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I have some thoughts about the Legislative Assembly. I think the representatives should try and 
find out more Information from the communities on this situation, because the Inult and the 
Kabloona dn not live the same way. We the Inult are trying to reach the same goals but we»*ere 
treated differently and the fundings that are provided by the community are not understood by the 
community members. So I would like our elected Members to find out more about these'moneys 
available because there is «nul uf unemployment, fou are probably not dealing with the subject 
that I am talking about, however the funding and also the work that should be available, should be 
dealt with and there should also be hearings on these two matters, unemployment and funding that 
should be available.

There should also be equality for different cultures. I would just like to tell a briefs story 
which 1s true. My fellow white people who are living In my same community, If they are not trying 
to make the money for themselves they should give it to the churches, that way they will be more 
wealthier. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much. Before I ask if there are any questions or comments 
of the witnesses, I would just like to Indicate that Mr. Pudluk had to leave the meeting because of 
a personal problem back home 1n Resolute and had to catch a plane. He sends his regrets and asks 
for your Indulgence. He received a phone call about a personal problem that he had to attend too 
tonight. Are there any questions from the committee? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My question Is, now that they have established a board of 
trustees In Frobisher Bay, would that be better for the town of Frobisher Bay than when they had 
the housing association?

MR. MARKOSIE PETER: (Translation) I do not know too much about that area. But I know for sure 
that there is a shortage of housing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any further questions? Thank you. Mr. Joanasle Akumallk.

MR. JOANASIE AKUMALIK: I am very sorry that Ĩ was not able to present any of my views when you the 
committee were 1n Clyde River, that is where I am from. I feel that I should speak on behalf of 
the young people. First of all I would like to send our gratitude to you, the committee. I really 
appreciate listening to these hearings and I feel that I am learning a lot.

I just want the people to know how the younger people feel, because it Is very hard sometimes. 
First of all I will elaborate on the youth's behalf of the Baffin Region. For a young person, 1t 
is sometimes hard to live like any other person, but when it comes to housing it Is very hard when 
the Housing Corporation does not consider six months period of time, which I had to face.

When I moved to Clyde River, the housing association overlooked the six month period which I am 
eleglble for. If they do not recognize that I have not lived there for more than six months the 
housing association cannot have any power in order to change the operating policies because they 
are not told about these operating policies. So I moved into a house within two months, I should 
have gotten щу house after six months.

I have visited the communities with the special committee on housing and I have learned that the 
housing association has no authority or power within the communities. All of the communities from 
Grise Fiord to Frobisher say that there housing associations have no power. So I will criticize 
the NWT Housing Corporation. The young people should be considered too because they have no 
power. Since 1970, this is the second time that the MLAs have formed a special committee.

Perhaps for the English speaking people, I will elaborate on the Legislative Assembly. This has 
been the second time I have experienced special committees. First of all there was a special 
committee on Education and now we have a special committee on housing. Are we also going to have a 
special committee on alcohol and drugs? I do not agree when there are too many special 
committees. There are too many committees and us young people want to run and operate like the 
white people. We are young and restless. These are my comments. I would like you the committee 
to take time to listen to us. 1 know Mr. T'Seleie and Mr. Angottitauruq have the same problems 1n 
their regions.

Regarding housing, I am comfortable with my match box, I pay $32 a month for rent. If I get a good 
job, how much will I start paying? We do not know, it may be 30 per cent, 100 per cent or 10 per 
cent of the rent scale. Therefore, please consider the youth, the elders and the restless. I 
would like to thank you for hearing гду views.



MR. BALLANTYNE: ĩt is very good that we hear from the youth, because in the very near future we
are going to have to find housing for more and more youth, so, I think 1t Is very worth-while that
you speak to us Joanasle. The question that I would like to ask you as a youth, young апН
restless, I nu I olu'ci and blill restless, so I sympathize. Would you like to live 1n apartment 
units?

MR. JOANASIE AKUMALIK: No, thank you.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Okay, that answers that question. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Answer a question.

MR. JOANASIE AKUMALIK: For supplementary answer to Mr. Ballantyre. I have lived in an apartment
building for a couple of years in Frobisher Bay so then I know now some people feel good about 
living in Frobisher Bay that they have privacy. Some older people are not comfortable with it. If 
we could have an apartment building in Clyde River, I don't know where you could set that up, but
we would appreciate putting up a duplex for three family couples.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Just like Mrs. Lawrence asked whether you
agree with the $32, the match boxes have a maximum scale of $50 and also the Annex have 9 $70 
maximum scale and I would like to stress that. Those are the maximum scales that are set for these 
two different houses and also I am glad that you are able to speak as youths. I have a better
understanding, if possible you have a contract and working with us too arid the public that are 
sitting here to have more chance tc speak. I would like you to make your presentations smaller 
because I would like to hear from the public here. Thank you.

MR. JOANASIE AKEESHOO: (Translation) I am from Frobisher. I don't have that much to say but tb$«*e" v
are some things I want to voice. Frobisher is a very large community and there is np.housing’.^ 
association bocird of directors. The reason we don't have a board of directors is because tli 
people that were looking after the ballot, made a mistake somewhere. I was trying to be a part-ref' 
the board of directors but now we are not doing anything. The people that wanted a hpar'd «if. 
directors didn't nominate some people that live in some houses and there is a lot of people 
are not able to vote and there is a minority of the tenants that are able to vote for their ЬеагЩ*. 
of directors. ; -‘‘Lw

Perhaps the higher officials that are in the housing association management, they were able to . 
vote. I vias trying to be part of the board of directors and they were mainly women on that, 
and there were also a lot of new members that had no experience on the board. I have been a member H “ 
of the housing association board iri the past and we have run properly, Ĩ thought. I don't tøiíhkl 
there is anybody from the housing association management here. Frobisher is the only соглшп|| 
that has no housing association board right now.

We find out about a lot of people who need houses but now we don't know which people want^ 1 
because we are not doing anything as a board. If I see some families move into new house 
just wondering who is putting these people in houses because the housing association boar,d 
now are not consulted as to who is going into what houses. I am just saying these things beçatffii 
want you to know because this creates problems with us as a board. This is the main thing Ш $ ц  
wanted to bring up.

Tnere is a lot of people in our houses and a lot of people who don’t have a place to go come Щ  
and stay at our house to sleep. They don't even consult with the housing association 
social services so a lot of people just come over to our places for a place to sleep. There^S- 
recent elected board members of the housing association that are here and I wish they would come 4p 
and speak up because they know the situation. This is what I wanted to bring up so if you have any 
questions, I will try to answer.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Questions. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Is he telling us that he doesn't know where to go for
information, say if he needs information tomorrow -- does he know who to contact?
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HR. JOANASIE AKEESHOO: (Translation) One of the members for the Housing Corporation, I could try
to get Information from him but we don't always meet often.

CHAIRMAN (Hr. McCall urn): Mr. Arlooktoo.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just want to let you know that If they
want some help from Cape Dorset —  I am the representative from Cape Dorset and Lake Harbour. If 
they want some information they should come to me. If you can't get Information, you have 
representatives so you can go to Dennis Patterson for assistance so that he can tell the government 
people In Frobisher or Yellowknife, because he can help you, I know for sure. Thank you.

MR, JAONASIE AKEESHOO: (Translation) Yes, I know him and I've heard of hlm. I thought about
getting some help from him. Thank you for allowing me to speak.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Are there other people who would like to raise concerns?
Geel a.

MRS. GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) Is It alright if I speak Inuktltut?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Sure.

MRS. PEELA GIROUX: (Translation) I am not mainly concerned about myself, I am more concerned about 
the people of Frobisher Bay so I want to make some comments. I have been working for social
services for quite awhile now for seven years. I have noticed about these problems —  the shortage
of houses and I have been one of the members for the Housing Corporation and I noticed some of the 
problems but It is very hard to learn when you just start.

There is a lot of obstacles that we encounter in the beginning and there is not enough Inuit In
this committee and this 1s one of the problems and also the people of Frobisher don't have enough 
houses and there are too many families 1n one house. One particular house Is so crowded sometimes 
we feel sorry for younger people because social services are not here to supply houses and there's 
no houses available for the younger people. A lot of time these younger people don't have a place 
to go so they just walk around outside. At one time there was only a few of them but now they are
Increasing all the time. There's a lot of young people doing that now a days and also there are a
lot of other people coming in from different communities. So, when there 1s no houses available, 
we have to try to find a place for these people to sleep. Even though there's a lot of people 1n 
one house we have to ask them to take boarders.

Getting a house Is very difficult right now and if they you are Inuk and want to board with an 
Inult family, a lot of people that are coming here to the hospital board with Inult families. A 
lot of time these patients that are coming to the hospital here don't have an adequate place to go 
or a place to board.

I don't want to talk for too long but some people stated that this created quite a bit of problems 
because of lack of houses. Some of the young people turn to drinking because of this problem and 
sometimes they are forced to board in a place where they don't want to be so therefore they turn to 
something else that they wouldn't have normally done, for instance, with drugs or alcohol. Î am 
not trying to give Frobisher a bad impression but this a transient centre community for different 
communities. Some of the young people who are not very well welcomed here in Frobisher so 
sometimes they try to help other people who live with them. Presently it Is very hard because we
are in a situation where we are in a bad location, for example, we have some staff housing so 1f we
are going to receive units I feel that we will have to have a comfortable shelter and I know that 
the government is capable of not giving any units so It should be more readily available to the 
people so we are not in a situation where we have no shelter and that funding should be shared 
among the people so that more people have more houses. I

I have said this on behalf of Frobisher Bay residents and I feel awkward sometimes so I would like 
to thank you and if 1f you have questions, please feel free to ask.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Are there any questions? Michael.
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MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We recognize and most of tho people that live In tha
North recognize that there Is a shortage of houses. And as this committee Is on a tour, this
committee, I think, I believe is trying to help the public who are In need of these houses. We 
hear many different things about problems, shortage of houses and each year there arc houses that 
are built In settlements, some are as many as 1 0 , some are as many as five or six at one time and 
still the whole Territories has different problems due to shortage of houses and there are some 
programs that are available but to think of the average person or a poor person there is really no
hope for some people who just walk around outside looking for rooms to sleep in. That has been a
problem for so long now.

Now, I want to ask you a question and whether you can give me some sort of answer for the record.
Like I said before, there's 10 or nine or six houses to one settlement each year to wherever they
go and yet 1n some other places they are needed more. I'd like to ask what you think 1s the
fairest way to try and fullfll or to give more houses to where they are mostly needed, at least two
or three houses would be a lot of help. So, I Just wanted to know If you could sort of give me an
answer to what might be the fairest way to deal with giving houses —  not giving 1 0 or 15 houses to
one settlement.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Michael. Geela.

MRS. GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) I don't think I am going to answer this correctly, but I'll try.
Perhaps they could be a survey done In each community to see what the population is 1n each 
community. I think that could be some sort of a solution to see how many families live 1n one 
house and how many units there are 1n each community. After the survey Is done, the community 
could be considered then of how much housing you'd need and also some people say that Frobisher Bay 
Is a headquarters where it has facilities such as hospital and high school. Perhaps right now we 
have facilities that smaller communities do not. I think we could lend a hand to the smaller 
communities and some of the remote communities do have to be close to hospitals and sometimes even
doctors have to commit themselves to live 1n Frobisher Bay because they work for the hospital.
Does that answer your question?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Michael.

MR. ANGOTTITAURUG: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Yes, what I'd like to hear is the w e d
"study" and I agree on that but all across the Territories as we know, each region or each 
settlement, groups of settlements have MLAs and whatever the settlements need, I hear that which 
ever one of them screams the loudest, that's the name of the game of the Legislative Assembly the. 
way I seem to see It 1n the past. And it still seems to be that way. They said there, which ever . 
settlement screams the loudest can be granted some requests they need. Really I don't agree with 
that and Ĩ just wanted to know if you agree with that? That's also due to shortage of housing.

MRS. GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) I can answer that. If I were to be the chairman of the housing
association I would say very loudly to the MLAs but since I'm not I would not have enough power to 
scream as much as I want. I know we want to scream but there is some plug that we coming to a 
limit so that Is why we live like that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anymore questions? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I understand they have board of trustees and a housing;
association 1n Frobisher. Are the people aware that there 1s two organizations going In this town? 
or are they confused with the board of trustees and the housing association?

MRS. GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) I have thought about people getting confused about which
organization is responsible for housing and we have never informed the people about the 
organization and Joanasle Akumallk also knows that this information should be put out on paper of 
how the association 1s operating.

I think there 1s some of us who are going to be temporary on this board of trustees because they 
have told us that they were just going to do an experiment for six months for this board of 
trustees. So it seems as though we are not going to continue, so that is one of the main problems 
that we have right now. I have sympathy for the town of Frobisher Bay because they don't have 
enough information.

зяганиАйдщиши ĸrasa



CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Just for the record, are you saying that this board of trustees Is only a trial
basis for six months?

MRS. GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) Yes. We are on a trial basis of what the trustees are capable of
handling and I am not quite sure of what we will be doing 1n the future. We are Just listening to 
people of what we are capable of.

MRS. LAWRENCE: If I may, Mr. Chairman, because we didn't have a chance or time to meet with the 
board of trustees. I am just going according to what Is 1n front of me here —  can some of the 
board of trustees Identify themselves to us now?

MRS. GEELA GIROUX: (Translation) There is quite a few of us here. Fcr a board of trustees
probably we can't Identify ourselves. Should I do the Introductions? That was Herb Hunt from the 
Housing Corporation, Joanasle from Frobisher Bay, Joe Rizzotto Are there anymore board of 
trustees? Some of our colleagues are not attending this meeting. There Is Bryan Pearson who left 
and Oleepa Gordon Is probably not here and Katherine Garv1n Is also Involved In board of trustees 
who Is not here.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mr. Joe Rlzzotte, who are you working for again? I didn't hear that.

MR. JOE RIZZOTTO: I work for the town.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any further questions from the committee? Mr. Patterson.

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My name is Dennis Patterson. I am the MLA for
Frobisher Bay and I apologize for not having been able to come here earlier but I had another 
commitment tonight.

Mr. Chairman, I don't want to talk for too long because I will have other opportunities to give you 
Input but I would Just like to say a couple of things publicly here but first, let me say, how 
welcome this committee Is on housing. It Is a very serious issue In Frobisher Bay -- I can tell 
you It Is causing a lot of people a lot of anguish and concern and I hear from a lot of people who 
have housing problems and I feel very powerless because we do have a chronic houslnq shortaqe 1n 
this community.

I would like to commend you for taking on this very large task of going to all parts of the NWT and 
I would like to also commend you lor the way you are working. I have been very impressed that 
while you are here In Frobisher Bay you have met with the Housing Corporation staff, you have met 
with the mayor, you've offered me the opportunity to give you Input, you've met with the Baffin 
Region Housing Federation chairman and the former president of the Frobisher Bay Housing 
Association. You've toured the town and tomorrow you are going to be going Into houses —  I really 
think you are going to become experts on a very complicated area and I think that the changes you
recommend will see real changes affected. And It's good timing because we have just had a new
government elected and we have time to make some changes.

I'd Just like to talk a bit about the changes that have taken place in Frobisher Bay recently
because I think there are some lessons to be learned here. It is unfortunate that the general 
public doesn't realize that the housing association was very quietly dissolved In January. It was 
reported In the press and in the newspaper but 1t hasn't really been communicated to the general 
public and that Is unfortunate. But I'd like to say that I think that what has happened has 
resulted In improvements In the governance of housing in Frobisher Bay and offer some lessons to 
this committee and to other communities.

Now, basically what happened was that there was not sufficient support for the housing association 
in Frobisher Bay. At their annual meeting to elect a board of directors, there was a very small
turnout, so small In fact, that a number of people who were elected to the board were 1n fact 
employees of the housing association and I am sure that some of you can appreciate that this Is a 
conflict of interest and not the most desirable situation that employees should be sitting on the 
board that employs them. I think that the board of directors were getting tremendous pressure 
often from newcomers to Frobisher Gay to give them housing -  and Mr. Angottltauruq is talking 
about the person who yells the loudest, gets what they want in the Legislative Assembly sometimes.
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Well, this Is what was happening 1n Frobisher Bay, the board of directors of the housing 
association, as I understand it, were getting terrible pressure. Often from people who least 
oeserved housing and In some cases they were yielding and «.his was causing resentment and making It 
ve ry  difficult tn he s "«ember of the board. Also, s o .t,c people wê.ê luimiuy Fur Ins board of 
directors to solve their own housing problem and not to serve the tenants at large and this caused 
a lack of credibility for the housing association and I think made 1t an unattractive position for 
the best people to offer themselves. I would like to pay tribute to Joanasle Akumallk and Mty 
Lonsdale and the other people who have served the housing association on the board In Frobisher Bay 
because it 1s a very difficult job 1n this community and the pressures are very strong, But I 
believe that they should be happy to have been relieved of the difficult job by a decision of the 
Housing Corporation.

I think we should look at the board of trustees and say, Is this a better way of running housing In 
this community and Indeed 1n other communities. We have the municipal government, the elected 
local government having a big role in the housing authority, we have the Department of Social 
Services represented. I think we all recognize that it is very Important that there be Input from 
Social Services In housing because so many of the people who have the greatest needs a«"e so social 
assistance clients. We have the Housing Corporation directly Involved. Up until now, the Housing 
Corporation has been up here on the hill, sometimes not even talking to the housing association 
board. At least now, they are actively involved In the decision-making.

I'd like to recommend that you committee should look at the housing authority model in Frobisher 
Bay and look at ft for ft's possible application to other communities. Let's give it a chance and 
see 1f 1t can work 1n this community. I don't think Its fair to expect tenants to govern 
themselves. Tenants should be represented on the housing authority and there are two tenants 
represented on the housing authority but It Is fundamental conflict of interest, I believe, for a 
tenant association to be responsible for things like collecting rent, and assessing rents and these 
difficult decisions. 1 think It's too much to expect tenants to make those difficult decisions.
I think tenants should have their own committee and should be represented but they should not be 
running the housing authority. And I'd like to say that if we are going to establish new models, 
lets not throw out the housing associations, but. lets call them tenants associations and let them 
speak for the Interests of the tenants 1n the communities. But let the difficult decisions {«bout 
allocations, budgets, collecting rent arrears be made by the housing authority, which I suggest, 
should primarily Involve the municipal government.

I am pleased that 1n the takeover of housing association In Frobisher Bay, moneys were given to the 
housing association so that they could continue meeting and I understand they have a budget which 
allows them to continue meeting and which allows them to make recommendations as to tnsir future 
and what role they should play in the future as a tenants association as an advisor to the housing 
authority. I believe that they haven't yet been very active since the takeover, maybe they need 
encouragement but I believe that their advice is very Important but that they shouldn't have the 
full responsibility.

Mr. Chairman, there are 57, I believe, government employees living in public housing 1n Frobisher, 
Bay and I think our waiting list is somewhere over 80 and I can't help asking myself, although^ 
private home-ownership Is not for the average tenant of public housing, are there some tenants In, 
public housing who could be given incentives to build their own houses, to move out of public 
housing and to make way for the people who most need that housing. Who can't afford to build their 
own home. The people who are hunters, who have very irregular income and people who haven't bad 
the chance to be educated and get good jobs. Those are the people who need housing, the welfare 
recipients, the handicapped people.

But I believe that there are tenants who are in public housing in Frobisher Bay who if tbeyMwe'-
given incentives would build their own houses and be glad to build their own houses. Now, !
understand, the average house costs somewhere over $1 , 2 0 0  to maintain each month and that” the.- 
average rent is somewhere around $100 on average. If we were to offer tenants who wish to build, 
their own housing somewhere jround the same offer that is made to government public servants In-- 
this town, $750 a month as an incentive to build their own house and get out of public housing. I 
believe we could have more houses available for the needy people. Now, I'm not saying that this 1s 
for everybody, but I believe that if there are 57 government employees with good jobs, presumably, 
and steady incomes, living in public housing. At least some of them could be lured, encouraged to 
build their own houses. And, I'll tell you, it's working, slowly for the public, servants.
Territorial government employees in staff housing are building their own houses because they are
given that incentive. Why shouldn't we make that available to tenants of public housing?
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Why shouldn't we make that available for tenants of public housing? Speaking of tha programs 
offered to government public servants» there Is no reason why we shouldn't be offering to sell 
government staff houses to public servants In Frobisher Bay and Baffin Region. I would like to see 
your committee urge that this step be taken, because I know there are people who would like to buy 
government houses and start their own home-ownership program.

Last, year the Government of the Northwest Territories sold two mill Inn dnll*r<s worth of it« own 
houses to Its own employees. Two million dollars, now If we have that kind of money coming back 
to the government from the sale of government houses that we do not want as a government, —  and I
know Hr. Chairman that you agree with me on this and we have spoken about this before, this money
should go Into a fund to offer mortgage assistance at favourable Interest rates to any northern 
person. Not only public housing tenants but any northern person who wishes to buy a house and 
build their own house. Right now the biggest complaint I hear about the territorial governments 
housing policy 1s that It only applies to people who have the good furtune to work for the 
territorial government. No one else has these Incentives. No one else gets these Incredible 
advantages. I think that your committee should look seriously at ways of offering these kind 
of Incentives to the public housing tenant and to the private businessman and the person who does 
not work for the government or who does not live In public housing.

Also I would like to say that we need to create jobs desperately 1n this community. Cur young 
people are attending school and finding that sometimes they have to leave the community to get a 
Job after getting an education. Small businesses are crucial to creating local employment. I 
would like to ask your committee when you are reviewing housing policies to consider whether or not 
some of the restrictions on using public housing for business purposes might not be lifted In 
certain cases and I am thinking of the small businessman. The small businessman has not got the 
ability to provide housing for his staff, and hasn't often got the ability when he Is starting to 
build an office, invest In space to work. I would really suggest that you should look at relaxing 
some of the restrictions that prevent business use of public housing In those situations.

I am not going to be much longer, Mr. Chairman but I would just like to give you a few other
Ideas. I believe that the Housing Corporation 1s Isolated ip this region. It Is Issolated from
the headquarters In Yellowknife where decisions are made, all Important decisions are made. I am 
afraid 1t Is also issolated from the Government of the Northwest Territories and all the resources 
and departments that lay 1n this region. The Department of Local Government Is crucial to building 
houses, land development, preparation of lots and yet the Housing Corporation cannot take advantage 
of the resources of the territorial government in the various regions.

I agree with everything that I have heard from your hearings about the need for more local control 
and local decision making over housing at the community level. I think we have to do In housing, 
what we are doing I think quite successfully 1n Education and In Local Government, let people run 
their own affairs. But that 1s not going to happen, I believe with the Housing Corporation highly 
centralized In Yellowknife and an Isolated district office working on its own without the support 
of other government departments. So, I would suggest that If you are serious about decentralizing 
the functions of the Housing Corporation, letting regions and communities run their own affairs 
then the Housing Corporation —  serious consideration should be given to making the Housing
Corporation a department as a government. I recognize there are disadvantages, we have to make 
sure that we still are eligible for the very favourable cost sharing programs to build houses under 
the National Housing Act. I would like to see your committee seriously study that issue.

Now, as to the housing association I really feel sorry for those people because they have been 
given tremendous responsibility but no development assistance and no resources to do the job. In 
Local Government when a hamlet Is created the Government of the Northwest Territories gives 
workshops, training sessions, community development officers, work for years to make sure that that 
hamlet is ready to take on that responsibility. In education, every adult educator 1n every 
community has a mandate to help the local education authority exercise its responsibility to give 
training workshops to manage money, to make policies. But what do we do for the housing
associations? They are left on their own and expected to govern an Incredibly complicated area 
without development assistance and without proper wages. No wonder we have problems within the
communities with high employee turnover and people who are not capable to do the jobs. Not through
their fault but because of a lack of support from the territorial government, developmentally and 
financially.
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One other thing that Ĩ would like to say in closing is I am pleased that you have talked about the 
co-op, you learned about the co-op housing project 1n Frobisher Bay. I would like to see your 
committee recommend how the federal co-np program might be used 1n thu Northwest Territories. How 
it perhaps might be modified to better suit us and how the policies of the Housing Corporation 
could fit with the co-op moto.

I woula like tû »ôy I «as yleaaeu Lu have taken some of you ror a short tour o f the community when 
you arrived and particularly to note that you were Impressed with the community of Apex and you saw 
It as an attractive place to live with lots of potential for housing, nice housing sites. In 1375, 
Commissioner Hodgson wanted to close Apex down. 1 think we never really quite recovered from that 
shock. Even today there are severe restrictions placed by the Government of the Northwest 
Territories and the town of Frobisher Bay on development In Apex. I would like to say that small 
communities have a lot going for them, you have a good quality of education, a good school there 
and a good sense of community. I would like to recommend that If you are looking at this 
particular community in your recommendations that you give some consideration to the advantages of 
perhaps a new attitude toward Apex. I think people live there and are determined to  live there and 
they showed their dedication to Apex when there was a threat that it would be closed down. Lets 
develop Apex as a community and give 1t some of the resources that are going to Frobisher Boy and 
recognize that particularly for certain people 1t Is a very attractive thing to be 1n a setting 
away from downtown Frobisher Bay and perhaps we should look at changing our attitudes toward growth 
1n Apex.
Mr. Chairman, thank you very much for the opportunity to address you. I expect great things out of 
your committee and hope that these few ideas will give you some encouragement to recommend reform. 
I think we all agree that there are serious problems and that change is needed. I am confident 
that with the background you bring t.o this committee from various parts of the NWT, we are going to 
have enlightened solutions to problems that have been plaguing us for years and years. Thar.k you 
very much.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Thank you very much, Mr. Patterson. I would expect that there would be
questions as to your recommendations, which number nine or 10 and are very Interesting. Before I 
ask for questions, would it possible to have your brief if it Is written, and if It is not written 
you could get it 1n some form that we would be able to use.

MR. PATTERSON: Yes, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First of all I would like to compliment Mr. Patterson Oft-
his new haircut.

--Laughter

More Importantly, I would like to make a few comments on Mr. Patterson's Ideas. Your MI.A, Mr. 
Patterson has been a very effective representative for Frobisher Bay during the last five years In 
the House, he has worked very hard on your behalf. We are very pleased that he is so supportive on 
the work of this committee. It 1s very Important to have the support of the whole Legislative 
Assembly, and the Executive Council if we were in fact to make any significant changes. So we' arç, 
very happy to have Mr. Patterson's support and any of his ideas. ■

I can ask a couple of specific questions about some of the points that Mr. Patterson brought Upf. 
think looking at a new approach, the approach of a housing authority where the municipality 
a lot more influence and power. I think it is something that this committee should seriouSl* 
consider. I think it has a lot of potential merit. But following that up, whether or not It' is 
housing authority, whetrer it Is the municipality itself or its housing association. The realities, 
right now 1s the housing association really has to do the dirty jobs, has to collect rent, has to 
evict people and has no power to really change the course cv events. Now whether or not there 1s à  
new form or we decide to strengthen the present form of a housing association, do you see a local 
body getting more power? Can you see sometime in the future where the local organization would 
actually build houses, let out the contracts, run their own training programs, whether local- 
employees would have equal pay as other government employees, where 1n fact they would be given the 
resources to do an effective job and there would be a distinct devolution of power from the Housing 
Corporation to a local housing authority or housing association?
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HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. I certainly believe that we have to 9 0 1n
the direction of much more control over housing at the community level. But I say you can only do 
this If the housing authority or the housing associations have the local government behind thee and 
very closely working with them. The local government Is where wo have our most capable and most 
popular and experienced political leaders representing the community. That Is probably regarded as 
the most Inportant committee In each community. There Is were the experience and the expertise and
t n *  Г Т П Л П Н а !  fWlC^lo 1-lac Tbtt  1 л г » 1  Ц ____ . . . .  . .  - -. .m . —  t _ H u j  u i i c u u j  w h u  wi wvci  l u s u » »  wave» ,  sewage,
nedvy equipment, and all the services that are so Important to housing, garbage. So It seems to me 
that It 1s very Important that there be a strong link at the very least between the housing 
authority and the local government. I support the direction that has been taken In this community 
to get the town more Involved 1n housing, particularly since the town already has control over 
Social Services. Also the social side of housing Is another extremely Important factor that has to 
be represented.

So I certainly hope that we can develop to the day when local housing authorities will actually 
design and build houses and operate the programs. But they are far away from that now end It 
really dlsturbes me at how little power the associations have. I understand that If they are given 
a budget for maintenance and they do not spend the budget It has to go back to the Housing 
Corporation. If they collect rent they cannot keep 1t and use It to fix houses. It has to go back
to the Housing Corporation. Mo wonder people get discouraged, no wonder people In this comnunlty 
were not really Interested in great numbers In running for the housing association. So I agree 
fully with that direction. We are doing it in Education, we are doing It 1n Local Government, were 
probably going to be doing it In Social Services. Let us do In the area that Is so Important at 
the community level, and that 1s housing. That Is the only way that people ore going to care about 
their houses and take pride 1n their houses 1s 1f they have control and ownership .and 
responsibility. v

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you. That answers my question and it Is indeed fruit for thought. I think 
another Interesting comment that you made, was the possibility of the territorial government 
directly taking over the Housing Corporation and It seemed to me through our discussions In the 
communities that there Is a real problem right now and there 1s a distinct difference between a 
housing program for territorial government employees run by Department of Public Works and public 
housing program. You obviously get a better deal If you are in house provided by thp government. 
We have also seen through the budget process 1s that it seems that the Housing Corporation Is very 
very heavily centralized, they have their own personnel department, they have their own finance 
department, so It would seem that by bringing all aspects of delivery of housing programs under one 
roof and that roof be under the auspices of the territorial government, that you could prevent a 
lot of duplication. So, I think the idea has a lot of merit but I understand that there might be 
some difficulties In the funding arrangement with CMHC and the federal government. It was my 
understanding that they asked for a quasi independent body to deal with. So, do you see that as a 
problem that can be overcome?
CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Patterson.

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I certainly have not studied that aspect of the
problem. I think It 1s a problem that a lawyer could solve. I would suggest that the requirements 
under the National Housing Act and requirements of the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
could likely be met through the creation of local housing authorities which could be corporations 
with the local government as a board of directors or a prime source for the board. I would not 
want to through out that essential source of shared funding for capital and operating and 
maintenance from the federal government. But I would suggest that the resources that are available 
to your committee should allow you to research that problem and if you agree with the principle of 
creating a department of housing within the government, a legal mechanism could be found to satisfy 
the requirements of the act. If that was not possible of course, then the Idea has no merit. But
I strongly feel that we are looking after our own public servants so well, there Is a plumber on
call if there 1 s a problem In a government employees house and yet the housing association tenant 
has to wait months or years sometimes to get major problems solved. I would like to see thosr.
resources concentrated and I think one of the biggest sources of resentment, that I see, in this
community and others is Inequality between the government employees and other people who live in 
public housing. I do not see why we should not have a common housing policy and a common use of
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resources, so that when a plumber goes Into a community to work on government buildings, that 
plumber can also work on public housing. So, I have not got the solution. I am just asking that 
your committee give serious consideration to 1t, because I believe that Is a real source of 
Inequity and unfairness and bitterness.

I recognize fully that It. would mean that employees of the associations or the authorities would 
likely become public servants and that would cost a great deal more money than It Is costing right 
now. But I think there would also be tremendous savings 1n being able to use the total resource of 
the government in the financial areas. For example, In the area of trades and maintenance, 1n the
area of education and training. Why shouldn't local government officers be working with people who 
are Involved in housing. Isn't that community development the same as growing toward hamlets and 
towns is community development. So, I think it would be a major change, Î am not proposing it just 
for changes sake, I have really become convinced that there are real advantages to that approach, 
but I am counting on your committee and the resources available to you, to research the question 
and I don't pretend to have thought it out fully at this point,.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNt: If all these ideas you have brought forward and that we have heard before are
Implemented, I think there is someth*,íg that you would have to agree with. Is that unless this 
Government is prepared to make housing a major priority and allocate significantly more financial 
resources to the problem, we are not going to solve the problem. I think that we are fooling
ourselves if we think otherwise. Now we can make alot of structural changes, there has been alot 
of good ideas been brought forward, but it is going to take the will of this Government to 
rearrange some priorities ana allocate, I think, significantly more resources to housing. Da you 
agree with that, Mr. Patterson?

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: I would agree with that, Mr. Chairman. I fee! that although we have talked
about education as a priority, ch-idren are not succeeding in school because they do not have a 
proper home, because they are living 1n crowded conditions, because they do not have a place to- 
study. Housing problems breed social problems, problems with justice and so many of 0 «? 
priorities in the Northwest Territories are a result of housing problems. So, I think/ji 
fundamental issue, I believe that the public are very concerned and I would support1 
resources to housing, not just through enlarging the budget but through making batter us« 
resources that we already have within onv governments, within our regional governments.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Mr. Patterson. Undoubtedly this committee will hold
that particular position.

HON. DENNIS PATTERSON: I am speaking as an MLA.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Well, of course.

— Laughter

I fully know what you mean. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The comment that our Minister made, I strongly
it has to be a joint effort with the other departments. And I will remind our Minister/ 
comment the next time the Legislative Assembly is sitting. I just want to make a comment,, 
have a question. I am sorry to bear that there was lack of training for the association 
been existing, due to shortage of resources or employees or whatever. After existing that 
years, you would think that with the other departments as a joint effort, would coate to some 
of conclusion were there would be some kind of training package offered or soraa kind of 1 
done for this association, rather than, as I understand, the board of trustees running 
corporation staff. Like I said, Ĩ agree that it should be a joint effort end that it shôtfldí 
under a department such as training. Maybe that is something to think about in the future,-.* 
you. ■ „ T'

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): 
Mr. T'Seleie.

Thank you, Mrs. Lawrence. Are there further questions of the local WtA?
' " * ?

' -, ' V'K
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У *  I ^*L£IE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just want to make a general comment on some of the Ideas 
Mr* f®*terson bas* I think they are very good Ideas and I know that the conrntttee or most of the
conwittee supports those kinds of Ideas and I Just want to say that during щу talks with Mr. 
Ballantyne that he has assured me he will put aside h1s politics In order to Improve the housing 
situation in the North.

-— Laughter

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any further questions regarding Mr. Patterson's views? Thank
you very much, Mr. Patterson. Mr. Arnaltuq IpelHe.

MR. ARNAITUQ IPELLIE: (Translation) I am quite angered. There have been some good views and
concerns from the people brought up regarding housing and I support them. I realize that there is 
little time. I am staying In the government staff house. My questions Is, regarding utilities. 
h  н*?* ™  nk th8t they have t 0  wa1i for a h0™-*» before the1r Plumbing or their utilities are

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Just before you leave, I would like to Indicate to you that this
particular committee, 1n moving around to various communities as we shall do, Is open to hear any 
kind of comnents or concerns from anyone In the community os long as 1t regards housing. It Is not 
specific to any one group 1t 1s open to any person within a community to come forth and express 
their concerns or make comments on housing.

MR. ARNAITUQ IPELLIE: (Translation) Thank you, for your answer.

MR. JOSIE PAPATSIE: (Translation) I have been working for the housing association for a long 
time. My presentation Is quite long, but I will try to be as brief as possible. It seems not fair 
for me to speak against the housing association since I work for them. I started working before 
the liquor store was built and I have seen a lot of problems and also what Improvements have been 
made on housing. This winter we do not know who we are going to be working for, because I know who 
the board of trustees are. There are very few Inult on the board, most of them are white. At one 
time the housing association members were elected by the tenants, but this 1s not the case anymore. I

I am going to make presentation on a concern, because I have worked with a lot of other people and 
some of them had to quit their jobs because of a lack of funding. Right now the jobs are belnq 
given to the Kabloonas and they should be given to the Inuits. It seems that the funding 1s the 
problem but 1t seems that the Inult people that are being laid off are being replaced by the white 
people and I totally disagree with this. J

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I am not sure, I will have 
how many members are on It. Are there six or seven?

to ask someone who Is with the trustees board 
Mr. Hunt.

MR. HUNT: There are seven.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Out of the seven, how many are Kabloona? Three or four? 

MR. HUNT: Four.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): There are four Kabloona and three Inult. Now, I am not sure that we are 
here Josle, to indicate to you how we can solve that problem. We can listen to your conments and 
bring those to the attention of the board of trustees through the corporation and the minister. I 
think this committee would be prepared to do that. But what was Indicated to begin with, and 
hopefully that what I have repeated, we are here to listen to people voice their concerns on any 
aspect of housing. We do not have the answers and I would hope that after we have listened to 
people 1n various communities that we would be able to make recommendations to solve the problems, 
such as the one you bring about. *

^nsbance that you have referred to that the now trustee board will recognize 
that there is a concern and try to do something that will ease any kind of problems that now come 
up about Its role and the role of the people that work with the association, such as yourself and 
any other problems that are concerned with the tenants. But at the present time, we as a comnlttee 
do not have those answers or the answer to your question. We are here to listen to those concerns 
but we do not have the answers to your questions. Does anyone else wish to coimient? Mrs 
Lawrence.



MRS. LAWRF.NCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 1 am not to  c leat a; t> he Is  working fo r , the
a s s o c ia t io n  or the boaro of t ru s te e s ,  th e re  i r e  two d if f e r e n t  th i,,g s now. I atm confused. And J u s t  
f o r  the re co rd , who are you working foi

CHAIP.HAM (Mr. M cCclI cm ). I f  I ,naj  before  t n a i,  tn .a  i s  toe u o t lo n  he potcc h im se lf. He
suggested that, he w a sn 't  su re  as to  who he has been working lot s in ce  Ja n u a ry . I guess what must 
o ccu r Is  to f in d  out If  In fa c t  Jo s le  has been re c e iv in g  a"wage and who pays that wage. M r. H unt. 
Mr. Hunt you w i l l  have to use a mike.

MR. HUNT: Mr Chairman, when the board of t r u s te e  took over re sp o rs lb l ! i t y  fo r  housing, a l l
en-onyees were met and the takeover was exp la ined  and each anployee was g iven  a n o t ic e  o f lay o f f  
by the housing a ss o c ia t io n  and a job  u f fe r  by trie board o f t ru s te e  and each ы р loyer» ha; been 
r e c e iv in g  a régu la , s a la r y  s in ce  then.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, M cCallum ): Thank you. M rs. Lawrence, does th a t  answer your q uestion ?

HRS. LAWRENCE: That is  goou. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. M cCallum ): So, J o s ie ,  I th ink  you ra is e d  th a t q u estio n . Vour la s t  question  was 
d e a lt  w ith  the lay in g  o ff o f  Inu 11 and h ir in g  on of K ab lo o n a 's . Again, we do not have th e  answer
i.o th a t ,  i t  is  something th a t  can Ьр  addressed by the t r  steee board which 1s made up of fo u r
Kabloona from the  town, the mayor, secretary manager, d i s t r i c t  manager o f the Housing C o rp o ra tio n  
and a s s is ta n t  d i s t r i c t  manager. There are a ls o  th ree  In u it  or, the  board. I th in k  th a t these are 
th e  ppcple who can answer you r q uestion  tha t you have posed to  us.

MR. JO S IE  PAPATSIE: (T ra n s la t io n )  As you have mentioned and we have lis te n e d  to that the Inult
would l i k e  to t r y  and deal w ith  th e ir  own a f f a i r s  and at th e  same time they a re  being  replaced by 
th e  Kabloonss. I t  th a t  f a i r ,  even though we h.*ve been say ing  th a t  the I n u l t ’ s should heva Acre 
c o n t ro l.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. M cCallum ): I am not sure Jo s ie ,  how to  answer th a t question . I would In d ic a te  t o
you , p e rs o n a lly  I cannot speak fo r  o the r Members of th is  convpftl.ee. I do not th ink I t  Is  f a i r  to
re p la c e  anybody with somebody e ls e  i f  the f i r s t  person Is  doing or perform ing  t h e i r  job tq the
s a t is f a c t io n  o f the em ployer. That may not be what o th e rs  f e e l ,  but that Is  how I f e e l  about I t ,

MR. JO S IE  PAPATSIE: (T r a n s la t io n )  You are  he re  l is te n in g  on housing m atte rs , and I  feal this Is
r e la te d  to housing problem s, about housing employees.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. M cCallum ): I th in k  Jo s ie ,  th a t we w i l l  reco gn ize  tha t concern . Members of th e
committee have heard i t  and when we d iscu ss  what we have heard  from the com m unities, th is  will be 
one of the su b je c ts  th a t  we w i l l  d is cu ss  fu r th e r .  I  am a f r a id  we w i l l  have to  leave U  et th a t ,  
because we are not here  to p ro v id e  answers at th e  p resen t tim e.
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HR. JQSÏE PAPATSIE: (Translation) I am looking after some plumbing. In the past we never used to
have vehicles but now we do and that 1s very convenient. We had to use skldoos before. You hoard 
that at the present, time this problem 1s that you have to wait for plumbing but this Is n*& the 
case anymore. There 1s a shortage of houses and large families live under one roof. I knot* this 
Is a problem because I have to visit these people every day. The shortage of houses Is the м Ц  
problem. A lot of nanni* have trouble paying their rent if they are not assisted by social 
development. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Any questions?

W S .  ALICE J0AN1E: 1 am a permanent resident of Frobisher 8ay. I don't really go to a lot of
meetings, not even the public ones at the high school. The only place I go 1s to the store end the 
hospital, so I may make mistakes when I am talking. I moved into a house (n 1963 and since thon to 
1980 I have always a number of people staying with me. I know there is a shortage of homo* end I 
have a large number of children. Our house Is not handled by the housing association. My hutbend
built It and we don't have electricity and we only have a wood burning stove. It Is a lot more
convenient because the housing association does not have to bother us anymore but I still have a 
problem because I have a lot of children.

I am going to tell you what my concern Is. I don't know who Is responsible for housing out I think 
they should check their buildings more because as soon as they move a tenant into a budding they 
never bother to check back again. The tenant Is not responsible for the repairs, the householder
pays the rent. There are a lot of people refusing to assist them on rent, so the actual
householder cannot pay the rent and therefore have to appear In court. I think this Is not fair.
I will have further concerns.

I don't even know who is controlling the housing situation now here In our community. I think It 
would be better If they visit the houses once in awhile and those who are responsible for houses or 
the board should contact the people personally not just by phone. It 1s better to talk personally 
1f you have trouble and that way they will know exactly what you want. One of mf children was 
kicked out of the house just through the phone and I did not see anyone actually asking that person 
to leave. I don't want that to happen to anyone else because It Is hard on a person. What Geela 
Giroux was saying 1s that a lot of people on social assistance needs housing. 1 support that. I 
am going to end It here because I am not used to talking In public.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. I am glad you came out to this meeting this evening.

MR. CHUCK GILKOULY: I am not too used to the way that special committees operate. I am not too
sure I should be up here a second time.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): We will give you the dispensation.

MR. CHUCK GILHOULY: Thank you. I would like to state again that I am the secretary manager of the
Cape Dorset Housing Association. A lot of times this does not necessarily mean I know more about 
what I am talking about, maybe It just means that sometimes I am more confused. There are some 
things I have heard tonight that have made me even more confused, i believe I heard tonight that 
although tenants should have some Input into housing concerns that they should not have the 
responsibility of making the declsons themselves. As I see It, that relates to the citizens of 
Canada not having the responsibility to govern themselves. As MLAs I bellve the way In which you 
operate Is that you are elected from the citizens of NWT and you have the responsibility for 
governing yourselves as well as us.

A number of things I heard, I agree with. Maybe some of the recommendations I tend not to agree 
with. I have heard that the association 1n Frobisher Bay was Inefficient. My main query 1s, why 
was It inefficient? Personally I tend to see an authority as being the end result after having 
tried all other areas available. Were these people Inefficient because they knew of the policies 
and objectives of housing 1n their community and they actually went out and purposely broke these 
policies and breached these policies? Or did they not fully understand or know about these 
policies? Perhaps If the board had have been fully informed or fully understood these policies, 
they may have been much less Inefficient.
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Again I t  Ion of 
information you «r 
1ftt«ro«t. I Just
up bWMSO 1 foul ______ . . .  ... ___________ л
decisions on the housing, Hhosa basic reason for public housing is for those people In- th* flnst 
place.
X agree that an association can be ilsusad or Improperly used but X also believe that setting up an 
authority may tend to lead to  disregard or rra Knowledge of the actuel concerna of the people, the 
houses ore there fo r. Basically I t  was Motioned that hamlets, social services, etc.» should have 
mere direct oontrol over housing. I f  I  have щ  Information properly, ĩ  believe that hamlet board 
of directors and social services board of directors are elected froa within the conmunlty Md. nsve 
the responsibility of governing themeulvos. The way ! see i t  is that you combine a ll those things 
together wider one authority you ar* cowing into and area that was also discussed this evening, 
that of too much eentraltxatlon. And again, aa I t  relates to щ  f i r s t  consents , I  believe I f  the 
Information was available, fu lly  explained, that the association In the f i r s t  place would net have 
been Ineffic ient enough to warrant the creation of a board of trustees.
As I t  relatae to creating authorities 1n a ll the other communities, are wa implying that a ll the 
other associations are also Ineffic ient? I don't believe that is the case. In the long run both 
couses of action, the association and the authority, I agree, they both have advantages and 
disadvantages. But aa associations were created f irs t  In all 13 communities, obviously at the time 
i t  was fe l t  that association* were better equipped to handle the concerns of tne communities as 
well »  the concerns o f housing. I f  they are fa llin g  to do so, maybe more emphasis should be 
placed on why they are fa llin g  to do so rather than Just creating an authority to Inherit the 
problems that the Association was too ineffic ient to handle.
CHAIRMAN (Nr. HcChlluM/; THarUt you. Just to indicate to you, we reçoive or listen to whet . 
Individuels say, we are not making recommendations as yet. Meybe we w ill .  Based on what we have , 
heard, meybe wo won't. Us are not making or accepting any гесояиюлdations other than Information 
to  ua at th is time.

NR. CHUCK,6IIH0ULY: I am lorry 1f Ĩ  am kind of slow 1n bringing up my Ideas but I  am a l i t t l e  bit 
confused and s t i l l  sorting things out In щу own head. As you say, you are not making any definite 
recommendations yet, I  Just hope that ( could show a counterpoint so that any recowiendatlcne that 
may or m«y not be made w ill takes these views into account.
CHAIRMAN (Kc. NcCallUm): You can rest assured. Mr. Ballantyne.
NR. BALLANTYNE: I would like to peraue that a l i t t l e  b it further. One of the common complaints we 
had 1n every community was that the housing associations would like  more power. I  thin I t  is cur 
responsibility to look at how the people In a conmunlty can take over more responsibility In th* 
area Gf housing. You art right, there are pluses and minuses as to which way we go. But ! think 
that as Hr. Paterson brought forward the Idea and the mayor of Frobisher Bay also brought forward 
the Idea that there might be — 1 emphasis height be* at the moment — some advantage of having 
the municipality more d irectly  Involved 1n the delivery of these programs.
That Is one thing you do, consolidate power in one body. The municipality 1s already set up to 
handle funds, to provide training programs and I  think 1n a small community i t  is a problem I f  you 
have too many committees, to find enough people who are Interested 1n serving on them a ll .  So I t  
might be better to have one strong organisation than four or five weaker ones dealing with 
different problems. But no decision has been made. I t  Is just an option that we are looking at, 
and your comments w ill he taken Into consideration before we make the final decision. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN (Nr. McCall urn): Mrs. Lawrence.

HRS. LAURENCE: Fortunately you are able to speak the language and able to read and write. I  can 
sympathize with you for getting confused. I t  seems like  In every community that we v is it , they are 
a ll confused regarding Information they are not getting, I am glad to hear your views and 
concerne, I  am only sorry we cannot give any answers at this time, but any consents that you made 
w ill be seriously considered in our recommendations. Mahst dto.
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CHAIRMAN (Hr. NcCftllmn): Any further comments or questions?

HR. CHUCK SILHOULV: When we ta lk  about the haslet already being set up end able to handle training 
programs, funds, etc. I  think we should also remember that the associations are also sat up to 
handle those things at .this time. In our community there already I t  a hanlet masher that comes to 
all of our board meetings, he reports the view of the hamlet council to our board and he reports 
the views of our board to the hamlet council. I f  we had the responsibility for housing to the 
responsibility for a ll other things, aright we not be expecting too much from a ll the people who 
are already on this c<wm1ttee7

Аз was noted, a number of the associations are already confused and a l l  they handle Is  housing, I f  
we add a ll these concerns of housing to the members of the board of a hamlet, would that not 

, cHreetly just multiple the confusion? And I f  not, wouldn't they ju i t  have to create a separate 
cornel ttee of the hamlet to  handle' housing anyway? I know *y board meetings tend to go on fo r 

: hours, very long board meetings, and as 1 say a ll we discuss is housing. I shudder to think of the 
le n g th o fa h a ra le r, board meeting I f  they hove to discuss housing as wall as e ll the hamlet 
concerns*, Mould not any decisions made by this board be biased in favour of any opinions the 
people on this board may have themselves toward the hamlet? Those are just a few things that came 
to my mind. I  am sorry I f  1 cm acting as a provocateur. I t  1s just that ny confusion 1s fa ir ly  
great and ay concern has grown over the past few hours.

CHAIRMAN (Hr. HcCallum): He have ad Invitations from close to 40-odd communities »« you art
confuted after one meeting — I  w ill leave I t  i t  that. Thank you. Further comnents, Hr. 
Patterson.

, HON* DENNIS PATTERSON: I  am a b it concerned thaï. I  have been misunderstood when I  suggested that 
I t  takes longer to get public houses fixed. ! would like  to make i t  perfectly clear, that ï  think 
the housing association employees in  Frobisher Bay are doing a te r r if ic  job considering whit they 
have In the way of resources and what the government has got. A ll I  was trying to say tonight waa 
that I  think i t  1s wrong that povemaant employees have better homing benefits, government 
employees who maintain houses are better paid and hee better budgets, ( would l ik e 'to  see thé 
housing associations too, the housing athorltles, get better maint ai nan ce budgets and better pay 
m ú  better resources so they can do their job better. I  am not saying that they arc Isay and 

.îí- ineffic ient, I  think they are doing the best they can., but 1 think compared to what they
Íaverhment his got to look after Its  own houses, they could use a lot mere resources. 1 thank ycu 

or the.opportunity to c la r ify  whet I  meant with that remark about plumbers.
■ CHAIRMAN (Hr. HcCallum): Further comments.

M$S. MAY LQNSMLE: I  had to  come bark here for the public meeting. Ĩ have, bean here 1n Frobisher 
Bay for f1 v î years and 1 have three Mds. I moved to Frobisher to find a job. 1 had no housing 

r  hire. F irst of a ll Z approached the housing association Co apply for a house, ! was told that !
-■ would be on the waiting H a t for approximately a year, i had to mova In with somebody and I

v brought my. kids here. After l  was to ld to wait for a year or six months. I did not bel leva that,
. > after couple of weeks I  f in a lly  got ny house, t was not told of the type of house ! would gat
;  . Aftd Z was hippy.because I  would be keeping щу job and having my kids with me. There were a lo t of

1 people looking for jobs. Since wo moved into the house I  fu lly  support the housing association
c maintenance men, There are problem with windows. Cut 1 fe lt  happy wen with the problem and

■ 1 sometimes during the night and throe times a week he would come up to the house and f ix  the
plpmblng ai}d the furnence. After working hours I  had to call the association and I f e l t  I was not 
treating them too m i l .
Since I  have been crying for « better house. I  fe l t  good that the maintenance came right eway. “  a
The f irs t  house we moved to had one bedroom and there were four people In one bourn and me had a
lo t of patients from the hospital who stayed with us. So I  asked the housing association 1f Î
could move into & better house. 1 was not told how long I  had to welt but I  was anxious to move
into a house where there was a big room, After a month I received a unit and Ï  thought an ■■■*-
Individual had to wait for a long, long time. For me I only had to wait a couple cf months. When
we moved into the house 1t was bad for me to keep up with ay rent because I  was used to, a small .
place. Ĩ was not sure of a ll  th is  and how I was going to treat my kids, |
Right now I  can see a problem when there Is a shortage of houses when the people we are responsible 
for do not have enough space to move in with us end when I  have to leok after some people fro* 
social services I  know that « small cowwnfty w ill encounter some of these problems. I t  was 
d iff ic u lt  for me to  think of what I  would do when I  moved Into a larger community.
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He are not saying that we should have a house like white people but they are Just bringing 1n all 
sorts of different houses. Even though our requests are net being answered —  the government is 
building all types of houses. I am totally against this situation.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Any questions?

MRS. MAY LONSOALE: Is that the only answer you are going to give me?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You got It.

[«IS. MAY LONSDALE: If you have a question on the housing association I could have some answers. I 
have indicated what happened after the elections.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Regarding the association, I understand you were the chairman of the association
for Frobisher Bay. Are yous still the chairman or do they no longer exist?

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: We were existing for a while but the wind blew us away.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I understand why the houses blew away In Pang but why did your association blow

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: White people always want to have power. We kid around sometimes —  If I
disagree with some things, you shouldn't really be worried with what I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any other questions?

MRS. MAY LONSOALE: Don't stop me. I would like to stress again about the shortage of housing.'
There definitely has to be houses because the communities are Increasing. Single parents need 
housing and they don't want to live with their parents. I would like to see this In the future 1n 
Frobisher. Younger people need houses. Arcades are here from down South, these things can be 
moved up here very fast from the South, and it 1s slow to bring 1n the buildings and It seems as 
though -- why Is It so long to bring in the houses? Is It because of the funding? It seems like 
they don t want to bring houses in our country. We know the government can bring In all sorts of
things, as long as It Is not government property they don't seem to care about It.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I think those are some of the question we will be asking the government
and the corporation, those that you ask here. We will take those comments and pass them «tlong' 
before we come to any decision regarding any recommendations that we make.

MRS. MAI LONSDALE: I had to attend a conference and we were asked to appear at this conference and' 
I had to attend this meeting for one month when the Baffin Regional Housing chairman —  I was still 
the same, I still wanted the chance to speak even though I wasn't chairman. I an not saylnq Ĩ do‘ 
not like kabloona, If I do not like them I like money. > •

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anything further?

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: There Is a lot of unemployment here and they are staying In public housing.
There are also a lot of young people and single parents living 1n public housing. How do you feel 
about people having to pay large amounts of rent when they are just goinq to have temporary 
employment? r  *

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Again, that is one of the questions we are going to ask of the
corporation and the government, through the Minister, before any kind of recommendation to chanqe 
present policies are made from the committee.

MRS. MAY LONSDALE: I think there are other people who can speak. Thank you for listening to me.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any further comments?

MR. JOANASIE AKUMALIK: I have been a long time member of the housing association board and I know 
of a lot of problems here in Frobisher. When I ws one of the board of directors we had a lot of 
problems with tenants who owed too much money for the rent. Up to todey that problan still exists.
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îhîĩîiÎJSie. 0i.«the 7 asonf wasTIhat the h°us1"9 association board of directors could not control 
d rTent' 4.Th®s* Pa.rt1es w h 0 erased to be board of directors of the housing 

association. The way I see It, this Is not solvlna the oroblem. Perhmc н  ic  K**»»* « S
*виимии ine way they run 1t, but to the Inult this dèes not solve the р г о М ж  W  have*.’"’

tru?tLkn° l S  tfih ^ 1 r r L Í H rĩh?! h°us?  ber; 1n Fr°bisher- Even when there Is a new board of 
trustees, when they created this board of trustees, they created more problems than there already

t i i ,  ! , "  e X ° 1 r é  proM«*rd 0f ,rUStMS' 1 "  "0t SWl"9 1 Л "«  ,lk-  « « . ' «  J«t HWn,

îïohiÎTctP+hÏÏ°f^ce 'noney, orkdo[!,t pay urent because they «ton4  have Income, I think the rain 
♦h?tT..clL«h p w p k ‘ wh°,have t 0  be evicted and would have to be replaced by people that

Vl9 nOU«V« РвУ 4th" гЛ п1‘ 1116 way 1 see the Housing Corporation which Is 
responsible for the Barfln Region, If they are going to take away the responsibilities of the

* îhey hs h o u 1 'J. jus^ 1ook at how fflucb money they should be getting. They way 
tfcMMivM lnhe«rH tu at1o n b  as n°* been Improved. The board of trustees were Just appointing 

1iL d v 0 collect the money from the tenants. They are not being elected within the 
community. The mayor, secretary manager, district manager of the Housing Corporate, the assistant

P o r t a n t mn3 : *r? Í 1 °ь? Й ?  hoa" \ ,  ! was 91ad t 0  be elected too E u s e t S 5 e  ”  e all
created" 1 p M p  e' 1 thought thin9s would improve, but they have not. More problems have been

í ^ n?erSîanr ?ои f * " 16 4 re t 0  11sten to the concerns. I am not saying 1 am against the people on 
the board of trustees. It Is not fair for the permanent residents of Frobisher Bay to be evicted.
the*sîtuat?oner тьГгп П F™ bisher ВаУ- Inult of Frobisher Bay as permanent residents uo not like 
the situation. The community has never been informed why this board of trustees was formed What
ere they trying to do. I am not against my fellow colleagues on the board, but it “s a concern

W 1 ask how 1оГ9 tbe trustees plan to be the management group. We 
ÜEÜ» ? 0 y 0  r co™ !ei,ts‘ Than* you very much. Are there further comments. I recognize that you 
X ?  !r Й? " h,ere “  as we have- 1 apol09lze f°r not calling some kiSd of a A  
îînJlrLali Vl not further comments, on behalf of the committee I would like to express our
appreciation for your coming out tonight. Your concerns will be taken Into account and studied
LawrenceÍ0US y "hen coim,1ttee malces its recommendations to the Legislative Assembly. Mrs.

MRS. LAWRENCE: We are not machine, we do not run on batteries, but my batteries are runnlno out

s  £  s :  ?îs^ n; i í ' v K njas„c":?„hL4'id -  аге 9еи,лэ ™  м *
«Wÿff zjl îx. era**

Î°UŜ S are>  at< 1east they a"e very confortable, they have a lot of space 3d- 
porches, because they had an Input into the design according to the environment they are living

ÎtnuÜ9°T tC “ T V "  tbe ]atJy who had a stove. That was the first time somebody said they had a 
stove, I was going to question her about what she is using for wood. But I do admire her for qolna 
on her own witn her children. Thank you for your view. Mahsi cho. 9 9

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall uni): Thank you again.

— ADJOURNMENT
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) First of all I would like to Indicate to you that two
co-chairmen cannot arrive, Mr. Pudluk and Mr. McCallum. I was asked to act as a chairman and I 
accepted that position. I will handle tonights meeting and act as a chairman. I would like to 
Introduce the Special Committee on Housing. Mr. Michael Angottltauruq, MLA for Kltlkmeot East; 
Mrs. Eliza Lawrence, MLA for Tu Nedhe; Mr. John T'Selele, MLA for Sahtu, Dene country; Mr. Mike 
Ballantyne, MLA for Yellowknife North; and you all know me, Joe Arlooktoo,, from Lake Harbour, MLA 
for Baffin South.

First of all I would like to state that I am glad you are able to attend this meeting even though 
the weather Is nice. The hamlet council would like to meet with us. He are not from the Houslno 
Corporation, we are Members of the Legislative Assembly. We cannot answer questions but we will 
hear your concerns. We cannot promises you any changes at the present time. After visiting the 
communities, we will make some changes on housing matters. He will now hear from an MLA from tha 
West.

№1. T'SELEIE: There were a lot of reasons for sitting up h1s Special Commltte on Housing. I know 
for sure that we have the same kind of problems In the Western Arctic, In the smaller communities.'. 
There are problems of shortages, poor construction, delivery, administration of housing is also » 
problem. When Ludy Pudluk made the motion 1n the Assembly to set up a Special Committee on 
Housing, most of us supported the motion to listen to people 1n each community on their problems 
with housing. So I think we what we want to do now Is to listen to some of your concérn* oh 
housing.

So far we have visited seven communities 1n the High Arctic and the 8aff1n. He have heard many, 
different concerns about housing and already we are talking amongst ouselves about how things can‘*%.(V 
be Improved. People have given us some very good Ideas. So when fall comes we will be able 
make some good recommendations to the Assembly about how housing can be improved. Some ôf' 
changes will take several years but there are other minor things that can happen quits quickly,:, SgJ 
we are here to listen tu you now. That 1s all I have to say Mr. Chairman. ^

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): 
committee?

(Translation) Any further comments from the Members of the sp^plat..'“/b.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The hamlet council and the mayor'a$t
both not in the community and I have been appointed as the acting mayor for the hamlet c o u n c i l 4  
have full authority as mayor. I will introduce the hamlet council: I. Kingswatslak, соипсШог$)£|.
E. Slmlgak, councillor; E. Parr, councillor; I. Kenuajuak, councillor; E. Kudjuajuk, councillor! 
hamlet secretary, Charlie Manning; and also the two people In the back the housing secretary'''’"*' 
manager and the vice-chairman of the housing association.

The councillors wanted to have a meeting before the public meeting so that we can have better 
communication. You need a strategy plan. We will try to help the public and we want to prepare 
for that meeting. We do not really have much to say. What will be happening tonight.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) If you want you can have written presentatlns. When W* 
have public meetings, we allow anyone to speak up even though you do not have written materials 
because It will be taped and written by the secretaries, so we will not lose any statements coming 
from the public. Anyone have any comments. You can say whatever you want. If you have nothing to 
say we will wait here until the public arrive at 8:00. We are happy to be welcomed by the hamlet 
council of Cape Dorset. Mrs. Lawrence.
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MRS. LAWRENCE: I would like to thank everyone for Inviting us and encourage everyone to speak up 
and give us your views and concerns. It 1s Important to hear your views end concerns so that we 
can make recommendations and bring it up to the Assembly In November. I would like the people 1n 
front of us to encourage the others to speak, it doss not have- to be ã lunu speech, as iong as you 
voice your concerns about housing.

Last night we heard from their secretary manager. He told of the problem that he had 1n 
conmunleating with the district office 1n Frobisher Bay. I thought he did a nice Job of letting us 
know of his problems. I would like to encourage everyone to speak up. Mahsl cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) You can s s y your concern now or If you would rather wait 
and let the public hear 1t, 1t Is up to you.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) We Inult encounter a lot of problems with housing. I am sure 
these will be brought up by the public. Sometime us Inult do not understand too well. Some Inult 
think that the housing association are doing whatever they want, so I will be seeking help from the 
people regarding the Housing Corporation operations. I will want some view from the public.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) We have heard all kinds of concerns. We will not be able 
to Answer the questions that are asked but it will be taped, so if there are questions that come up 
that we cannot answar, we will direct them to the Housing Corporation. We are not hear mainly to 
answer questions. We are not the government, we are working for you as elected MLAs, we are sort 
of Inbetween trying to help.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Some people blame the housing association. In the winter we had a 
public meeting and a lot of people did not like the housing association. After the public 
meeting, the hamlet and the housing association had to meet to say why the housing association 
should be taken off and there was no reason why they should dissolve. We found out that they did 
not break any policies that they had, for that reason we did not take their power away. The 
housing association board of directors did not break any rules. The housing association Is not
п г а ^ И п л  lin  9

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) We will ^welcome everybody that wants to speak. We want
to hear both the good and the bad.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) It would have been better If you came in the winter Instead of 
the spring. You will probably see some houses and think that they are good. A lot of people are 
out hunting so this 1s inconvenient, although we are happy you are here.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) 
was meeting and 1t took us a while to 
Pangnlrtung and Frobisher at that time.

We would have come In winter but the Legislative Assembly 
prepare for these meetings. We had no place to stay In 
If we could be shown some houses It would be good.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) We also told our people to Invite you people to their houses.
They are concerned about their houses so they may ask you to see them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) We have been visiting houses In different communities that 
we went to. I think we will have time to visit In the morning and also see the new houses that 
were built. There are two different houses we have not seen yet. We would like to see them before 
we leave. Any more comments? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I understand from your comments that there was some problems between the housing 
association and the hamlet council, but everything 1s okay now. Do you think It would be better If 
the hamlet council and the housing association work closer together 1n all matters to do with 
housing? Do you think if there is just one body with representatives of the hamlet council and of 
the housing association looking at housing, that It might have more power?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) We had some problem. The people of Cape Dorset, who have been 
on the waiting list for houses for a long time, the housing association made them wait so long so 
this causes problems and the people asked the hamlet to dissolve the housing association board of 
directors but later on after this problem, the hamlet and the housing association are not against 
each other, we just wanted to check on the problem. There was no problem whatsoever and they did 
not break any of their operating policies. As a hamlet council and housing association, we are 
working well together right now.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Anymore concerns? Mrs. Lawrence.

MR. LAWRENCE: That committee that Is formed, there Is a councillor from the hamlet sitting or. thq
committee Isn't there? !

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) He Is away right now. He Is representing the hamlet at the
housing corporation board of directors. I

MRS. LAWRENCE: So you do have a representative on the committee. That Is ell I wanted to know.
Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Any more comments. If one of the member from the housing 
association has anything to say they can come up and say the^r concerns.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) When the housing association had a public meeting, when one person 
was speaking up, people thought he was supported by the public and It created a problem, so that Is 
why the hamlet council and the housing association got together. We found there was no problem. 
One person had a problem with the housing association and some people thought a lot of people were 
supporting this guy but they were not. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Can somebody tell us what the reason was?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) The person that spoke up said that he could write a letter to the
Housing Corporation and people starting clapping their hands. Perhaps If the people who supported 
the people raised their hands —  that Is why It confused everything. That 1s why we had to meet 
and clear things up.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Any further comments. This meeting Is open to anybody.
Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: You said there Is a member of the hamlet council on the housing association. Can
that member vote?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) Yes. The person representing the hamlet council on the housing
association board has the same power as the other members of the association.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Any further comments?

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) We have asked the public to start the hearing here today at 8:00
P.M. I feel that we should stop and wait for the public.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. We will close the meeting for now and reopen 
the meeting when the public arrives.

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

CAPE DORSET, JUNE 13. 1984

MR. EKALUK PARR: (Translation) We would like to welcome the Special Commltte on Housing here In
Cape Dorset. We will now have an opening prayer.

— Prayer

I would like to tell the public If they have any questions to just go ahead and not to hesitate. I 
will now give the mike back to the chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) We are happy to see a number of people here. I will
Introduce the Special Committee on Housing: Mr. Michael Angottltaurq, MLA for Kltlkmaot East;
Mrs. Eliza Lawrence, MLA for Tu Nedhe, Indian land; you know me I am Joe Arlooktoo, MLA for Baffin 
South; Mr. John T'Selele for Sahtu; Mike Ballantyne for Yellowknife North. I will also mention our 
chairmen Ludy Pudluk from Resolute Bay and Arnold McCallum from the Fort Smith Region and Red 
Pedersen from Kltlkmeot West, they cannot make It here but they are part of this conmlttee. 
Because our chairman did not come 1n, I was asked to be the acting chairman In Cape Dorset.

We have written Information on the Special Committee on Housing. The Special Conmlttee on Housing 
consists of six elected MLAs and four alternate Members appointed by the Legislative Assembly In 
February 1984 to Investigate the concerns that people In the community have on housing. The
special committee will also review the operations of the NWT Housing Corporation. The conmlttee 
will hold public meetlns In 10 Baffin communities this month. In the next six months about 40 
communities will be visited. An Interim report will be tabled in the Legislative Assembly tills 
fall. A final final report will contain recommendations based on the community hearings. It Is 
the goal of the committee that these recommendations lead to Improvement In houslna at the 
community level.

The community hearings are the first step to find out what people would like to see happen with 
housing. It will net be possible to make any promises about what the committee will be able to 
do. The committee has to consider the housing situation throughout the NWT and look where the
money would come from for any changes it may suggest. The committee has a responsibility to make
sure that the recommendations 1t makes are realistic and positive. Reconwendatlons that would
solve some of the major problems we are now having with housing Th 'efore we welcome your
suggestions for Improvement and encourage you to share your Ideas w. ,it us.

We want to hear your concerns on housing. We also would like you to know that we are not from the
Housing Corporation. Anybody can speak. We will not stop anybody from speaking. I will ask a
western MLA to make some comments. I would like you to know that you should state your name before 
you speak so that you will be recorded. We are recording anything that Is being said. We will put 
them Into written form and make recommendations and table it at the Legislative Assembly in the

There 1s a mistake 1n the Inuktltut brochure. My name, Joe Arlooktoo, Is beside Eliza Lawrence's 
picture and Eliza Lawrence's picture is beside my name. I just wanted you to know that I did not 
change my name.

I will close my comments and we will now hear from Mr. Ballantyne for Yellowknife North. Mr 
Ballantyne.
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WR. BALLANTYNE: First of all on behalf of the western Members, I would li!:e to thank you for 
inviting us to y o u r beautiful. Of the eight communities that we have visited so far, I think your 
ccnw'jnity hall is the nicest. As our chairman has said.Ludy Pudluk, who has acted as our chairman 
thrcughcut the rest of the tour hart tn nr. home. We chose your Mi A. Joe Arlooktoo. as chairman. 
The reason that we die! is that Joe represents this constituency, lives in Lake Harbour and very 
well understands the problems of housing In Lape Dorset and Lake Harbour. He has worked very hard 
for you, to try to solve many of the problems to do with housing. We appreciate hlm es chalrr-an 
because of his experience and his strength.

We have heard problems from many communities and it is very important tonight that we hear all of 
your concerns. Because if we are to make any changes and improve housing in the Ni.’T, we need the 
support of all the people. Sometimes it is very difficult to change an organization like the 
Housing Corporation, but we as MLAs are committed to Improve the situation. We look forward to 
hearing your concerns and I will tell you we will try our very best to improve housing in your 
comunity and throughout the NWT.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Thank you, Mike. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First of all I would just like to say thank y o u  t o  
everybody for inviting us here. This is the first time that I have been here. I find it very 
different and interesting because you do not have a n y  trees. Sometimes it is very hard for us to 
understand different things that are happening, especially if you speak a native language. Many 
times I really do not understand what is happening because 1 speak a native language too and I have 
to question many time:; sc that I can understand clearly what is happening. I just want you to make 
sure that you understand what we are saying. Please foal f r e e  t o  ask us questions.

The reason I supported the motion to form a Special Committee on Housing is that in rrçy créa we 
encourage people to have their own homes. We have logs to build them from. But not everybody can 
afford to build their own home. At one time we owned our cwn homes before the Housing came into 
the Territories. I was brought up in a home that my grandfather built, I was born and raised 1n 
that house and when the Housing Corporation came into the Territories they encouraged my parents to 
move into a litle box type nouse for $2 a month, and over a period ov a few years they would own 
It. In our log house, we had an upstairs, power, a phone, we had everything. When they moved into 
the new house they destroyed the old house. Now my parents are gone and I have nowhere to go. In 
the meantime they increased the rent as well. Foi the people who had their homes destroyed and 
moved into low rental, they could not keep up and they also changed the policies so that they were 
unabie to buy the homes they promised they could. This causes a lot of problems. Seme people own 
their own homes but many of them, it is very difficult for them to find places to stay.

On my tour here In the last two weeks, I found a lot of problems similar to ours and I won’d 1 Щ  
to encourage everyone, even the women in the audience, to come up and speak and tell us their- 
and concerns and the kinds or problems they are having in the homes, so that we can make- Довд: 
recommendations. We need your help to make good recommendations. Hopefully they will listen to 
because we are Legislative Members. We are not working for the government or the Housing/' 
Association. Any recommendations that we make will be for the benefit of the people at the 
community level and hopefully we will be able to follow-up and make some changes. We have to make 
more visits and then make the recommendations. I want to encourage everyone to tell us their 
concerns. Mahsi cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Transiation) We want to hear everyones concerns, whether you want to
talk about home-ownership programs, or staying in public houses. I forgot to Introduce our support- 
staff, our co-crdinator is Ms Penny Aumond and our interpreters are Halley Curley and Jayt 
Akeegoak. Also there is a technician and the press from CBC. This people are also with uu„ 
anyone from the special committee wish to speak. Mr. Augottitauruq.

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will use my own dialect. The Sji
Committee on Housing are visiting different comnunities and are welcomed all the time. Wehaty., 
hear the concerns on housing matters. After we have heard it all, we will have a good Idea of wtølj 
the problems are. When the motion to form the committee was in February 1984 and a lot of Member 
supported this motion. Please feel free to speak on this matter so we can make some changes ОЛ 
housing matters. We will be passing these concerns on to managers of housing matters.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Any further comments? Mr. T'Seleie.
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MR. T'SELEIE: T! ink you, Mr. Chairman. We nave visited about seven comiiunltles In the Baffin so 
far. We have he-rn many different complaints about housinq. We have heard good Ideas about how 
housing in the NWT can be improved, some of the concerns about high rents, the possibility of 
people being evicted from their houses, poor construction. Some people soy they would like to own 
their own houses, some people say that the district office in the Baffin 1s not responding quickly 
enough to their housing concerns. Some housinq associations say t.hpy are not given enough money to 
run coiunuriiiies properly, they are not given enough power. We "have heard complaints about southern 
contractors coming up and building houses without employing Inult people. So those are some of the 
concerns that we have heard I think that we can listen to them again. As the chairman said, we 
are not working for the Housing Corporation, we are independent of the Housing Corporation.

One other thing I would like to talk about, when Mrs. Lawrence talks about the differences between 
the Western Arctic and the Eastern Arctic -- the Northwest Territories is a big country. There 
are 60 different communities 1n the whole Northwest Territories, inis is my first time 1n the 
Eastern Arctic. In the last 10 days, what has struck me most about tho difference between the 
Eastern and Western Arctic 1s that the Housing Corporation Is very powerful to the Inult people. 
The Housing Corporation can make the difference between being cold or warm. So that is a very Ы д  
power. I can see that many Inuit do not have much choice but to depend on the Housing Corporation 
for housing. Like Mrs. Lawrence says, In the Western Arctic we have a choice, we have trees, we 
can build our own house. So that has struck me about the Eastern Arctic. I think the committee 
recognizes that housing to Eastern Artie people 1s going to have to be admlnstered by the Housing 
Corporation in one form or another for quite a while.
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I too want to thank you people for inviting us and I would like to listen to your concerns about 
housing. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Thank you, John. The floor is now open to any person from the public.
Please come up to the microphone and please do not talk too fast so the Interpreters can pick up
all your comments. If there 1s ,io further comment from the floor, we will have to adjourn the
meeting. So I would like a quick response from the floor.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) If I had a good house I would not be here but I am not very happy
where I am. I was anxious to come to this meeting because of my house. It 1s not my house because 
I still owe money on it. I am wondering if you can come and see my house?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Yes. We can only go and take a look at the houses 1f we
are invited. If we cannot make It tonight, maybe we can look at It In the morning.

A SPEAKER (Male): (Translation) The housing association maintenance do not always maintain the.,
houses even when you ask them to come and fix something. So therefore I would like someone to coflw--'-
and take a look at my house. In tne winter, and when you are an older person it is not,veĸjí'áí!
satisfying because the toilet tank is always freezing and the Interior of the house 1s 
apart. The pipes are almost starting to break and the furnace is starting to sink down. I am SUfl'V’*
the pipe for the fuel will crack at some point in time. I think that the maintenance men for
housing association have given up because it is very hard to fix something when the houses arè's 
occupied. Also the housing association maintenance, hardly ever have proper parts. When you e$k 
them to fix something, they cannot do it because of lack of parts. I feel that the housing 
association should have parts available here in Cape Dorset. When you arc an older person, you do 
not want to live in a house that is falling apart, and this is why I am asking the housing 
association to fix up my house if they could.

I thought that I should bring up my concerns when there was a hearing, sc that everyone, including 
the housing association maintenance could here my views on these matters. If I have any other 
concerns that I want to bring up, I will certainly speak again. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Could you please remain in your seat in case there ore any
questions from the special committee. Any questions? There are no questions at this time, but If 
you have any other concerns that you want to bring up, you can always come back. Thank you. Is
there anyone else who would like to come up? Could you please state your name?

I



A SPEAKER (Female): (Translation) I also am here to complain about the condition of щу house, anc( 
I am very glad that you, the special committee are here to listen to our concerns. МУ house has a 
lot of damage, we can never get hot water and It the winter the house 1s always cold. It 1$ a real 
Inconvenience when you have babies laundry to do and you do not have hot water. Thay have beeq 
trying to maintain the house, but still It just falls apart because the house Is so old. Because 
my house 1« In such bid condition, I vsuld like very much for you to co.rĸ and see it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Please do not move away from the table yet In case someone 
from the special corwnlttee has a question. Any question from the special committee? Mr. 
Ballantyne.

MR. BALLAWTYNE: Are there many other houses In Cape Dorset without hot water?

Л SPEAKER (Female): (Translation) I do not know any other houses besides ny own that do not have
hot water.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you. I just want to «ake a comment that after this meeting we will be very
happy to take a look at some of the homes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Can you give us a house number or tell us where youi house
is located?

A SPEAKER (Female): (Translation) It has a new number, and I think It is number 056.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Where is 1t located?

A SPEAKER (Female): On top of the hill.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Are there any more questions from the special connlttee?
Would anyone else like to come up and speak? Mr. Tommy Manning

MR. TOMMY MANNING: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My concern that I would like to bring
up Is regarding employees who have full-time and part-time jobs. I think that there should be some 
changes 1n the rent for the people that are working at part-time jobs. I have a daughter who has a
part-time job. She works two and half days out cf the week and has three children and also lives
common law. They pay the same amount for rent as a person who has a full-time job. I am referring 
to anyone, not only my daughter. I am wondering If there is a system that they can adjust the rent 
for the people who are working part-time. Also, as Mr. Pudluk mention, I feel that the hcuslng 
association maintenance should be allowed more parts to do proper maintenance in the homes that 
need to have work done. Thank you for listening to me.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. I would like to say again that If you would
like to speak 1n English or Inuktituk, please feel free because the translators can translate in 
either language. I would like further clarification on the comment that you made. Are you trying 
to scy that people who have full-time jobs and part-time jobs are paying the same rent? Do you 
feel that this should change?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) Yes, the person with a part-time job Is paying the same rent as a
full-time employee.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Does the special committee have any questions? Who would
also like to come up to the table? Anyone?

MR. ASHIVAK EZEKIEL: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First of all I want to touch upon
what I know. Ever since the development o f houses in Cape Dorset, even though they were small, It 
was convenient because we did not know they built other types of buildings. After they built these 
small houses they started building bigger units. When people started moving Intothese bigger 
buildings It gave us the idea of having better types of houses. At that time we were not really 
concerned about the rent because we were just glad to be able to move Into bigger and more 
convenient units. Some people have running water and modern plumbing and they are living a more 
convenient life. Without these conveniences, It is very difficult to run back and forth from the 
tank and It gets tiring. We feel sorry for our wives who have to run back and forth from the tank
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from the tank to the stove to make some hot water. We have heard that any person Is allowed to 
have home-ownership, but when you think about the fuel bills and electricity bills, 1f a person 
wants to own their own home it Is very expensive. You would pay more than If you were In a rented 
building. We hear from people that hcme-ownershlp is botter. We would like to, but we do not have 
information on 1t. If we could have more Information sources to find out if we would be paying the 

bills whether we are employed or not, it would be a lot better. We could find out 5Г i«W« 
were subsidies for electricity and fuel bills.

Also, they always Increase the rent on these older buildings or units and 1t does not seem fair. 
Some of them are in very bad condition and even though they were built In the same year, sometimes 
the padding or the foundation breaks and It needs a lot of repair, and yet we have to pay the same 
rent. They do not seem to care what type of houses It Is, the rent still Increases and that 
creates some problems. They should do all the repairs and fix up the padding, and If all the old 
buildings are renovated then they could Increase the rent on them. -“j-H’i ï W
they have a long life but I feel that they should still be maintained and cleaned up after so many 
years. Only when the stove or the furnace breaks down somebody comes and sees it. It is probably 
because they are lacking maintenance employees. We have to face living Inside these houses and 
they do not have enough spare parts for them. We feel that these spare parts should be more 
available so we would not have to wait a long time before they are repaired here In Cape Dorset. I 
am talking about the things that break down often. Whenever I put in a work order to the housing 
association the answer 1s always that there are no parts for 1t. Sometimes you have to wait for 
more than a year before the spare part arrives. I have been waiting for parts for a smoke detector 
for long time. We have great concern 1n our house whether they will repair this broken part. I 
am going to wait here for a while so 1f you have any questions please feel free to ask me.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any questions from the special
committee? Mike?

fH. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. One of the complaints that we have heard 1n every
community 1s that the Housing Corporation forces the housing association to raise rents on 
buildings that have not been repaired. Do you think it would bo fairer 1f the rents of buildings 
that are not repaired are lower than the rents of new buildings or buildings that have been 
repaired?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) Yes, I would tend to like that more. It would not be so bad If
they were renovated. If they are going to raise the rent, they should check the houses to see If 
the rent should go up according to the condition of the house.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Any more questions? John?

MR. JOHN T'SELEIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You were saying that sometimes something In your
house breaks and that you go to the housing association and the housing association tells you that 
they do not have a part to fix your house. I would like to know what happens 1f your furnace 
breaks down and there Is no part to fix 1t. What happens then?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) Sometimes when the furnace has broken down the housing association
maintenance has fixed 1t up. But right now I feel that if 1t not cleaned enough, 1t helps the 
furnace to break down. 1 have no idea how often they should be cleaned. The whole house starts 
smelling because they have not been cleaned out. I suspect It 1s from being dirty. It has not 
broken down that many times. My new parts were broken but they were able to be replaced. There 
are other things in the house that have been damaged and they do not get fixed up for a long time, 
like the floors, the foundation. There are a lot of other things in the house that get damaged.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any further questions?

MR. T'SELEIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The gentleman 1s concerned about his furnace being checked 
up or cleaned up. I would like to ask him has he ever seen a repairman clean up his furnace since 
he moved Into his house?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Can you answer that? Can you repeat that
again please?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) Are you asking me that since I moved in has the furnace been
cleaned up? We moved Into the house when it was new. Everything was new, but later on because we 
used the same furnace we do not know after how many years they should be cleaned up.
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We have never been told that It ihould be cleaned up in a certain month or a certain year, to
sometimes the furnace does not run properly. It makes a lot of noise and 1t worries us that 1t
might catch on fire since we do not know what kind of furnace we have. If we were given more
Information as to how often these furnaces should be cleaned, perhaps we would not worry too much
about our furnace catching fire.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Anymore questions?

A SPEAKER (Male): Thank you, Mr. Chairman. As a supplementary to rny question, he is wondering how 
many years or how many months a furnace should be cleaned. Well, since the first houses starting 
going up I went to school and trained on f' rnaces. Right now I am supposed to be a maintenance man 
and a qualified furnace oil burner mechanic. From my experience or from rçy training, the furnaces 
are supposed to cleaned up once a year and checked regularly. The gentleman seems to be concerned 
about the safety of his furnace. I will ask him a question again, Ooes he think the the Housing 
Corporation or the housing association should notify the tenants since It has to do with the safety 
of the house and the tenants, to really know how often a furnace should he cleaned ;■:■•■??

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Can you understand that?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) I am not the only one who should speak. ! understand what you
said hut. I am sure there arc a lot of people who want to voice their concern. He have seen this
problem too, thac there are not enough maintenance workers. If they had a specific Job, for
Instance as a plumber or a furnaceman, perhaps they would check the damaged area 1n houses. There 
will be more houses built and more problems will be coming up. Perhaps If they had more employees
then they would check the furnaces regularly. There 1s so much work to do that they get behind 1n
their work. There will be more work In the future for the housing association. Then perhaps we 
would not have to wait for more than a year before any damage In the house 1s looked Into, 
the ground starts to melt from the padding, 1t adds to the damages of the house. But If they had a 
good padding, there would not be so much work to be done in the house. They should put the padding 
down for a yaar prior to building the house and make It solid with a heavy truck. I would like you 
to consider this.

Lastly —  because I have been speaking too long now -- we all want to have a convenient place to 
live. It Is up to the Housing Corporation If we will get homes. We would like to have buildings 
with running water. The people should be moved Into good buildings at the same time because even 
the young people are moving Into very dirty buildings and 1t is a health hazard. I would like you 
to consider this. I am making too long of a speech so I would like to just thank you right now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you, your speech has not been too long. Are there
any further questions from the special committee?

MR. ANG01TITUARQ: (Translation) My one question Is, here in Capo Dorset some of the houses have
steel foundations and some of them have wooden foundations, which would you prefer to have as a
foundation?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) I feel that the steel foundations are a lot better. I have never 
lived In this type of house but I see that they are not shifting like the ones that are touching 
the ground. I heard on the radio that the steel foundations are not good at all, so I do not know 
which one 1s better to use, I cannot really answer. But I feel they should have good padding and 
good foundations such as cement or concrete. Even though 1t is longer work and more expensive, It 
would pobably prevent the house from breaking faster, and the buildings would last longer.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Do you have further comments? There was
somebody who wanted to speak. Please step to the microphone. Please state your name because we 
are being recorded.

MR. EKALOOK PARR: (Translation) I would like to make a conment. The person who was sitting here
had the same comments that I would like to make, so I will make a supplementary comment. I have 
been on the board of directors for the housing association. First of all, I would like to say I 
have been working here in Cape Dorset for a long time. I have worked 1n three different types of
nursing stations, and this is the third one. Every time a nursing station has been built they have
moved. I know the foundation has caused problems. We have heard on the radio too that the steal 
foundations are no good but even though they said that on the radio, I still feel that the steel 
foundations would be a lot better because they would be drilled right down inside the ground. The 
second nursing station had a padding of steel and only one side of the building was touching the
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grown,i. They had to change the nursing station because of this situation. ТЬ*т* **ffc 3 *ot
drafts coming in from the walls. I thins the concrote would h* a lot bettur for foundation*,

$ a m  of us a m  staying In nice buildings such as rehabs iiiu some o f us s t a y  in older buildings 
ч М сН have nevsr tien renovated. I an not against the housing a s s o c i â t wit vessn yc.' try .* 
comiunlc&th with the employees ef the housing association, thay never check the b«1 wings and they 
do not even tell us '.«hen tlc3 Increases will cow». They toll us only after they h’i.e incmasea It. 
So*a of u$ true ь Uri.e г'чоигЛ of n.c,m«y. We are told that because we I.avo Ь;ч-к-гл ajr b*4usr toe with 
they have to 1йг.п н  ■•■:•: 1’,ш t ent. Also» thoy br.ve wwtt rotsscs'ce in» hu bi:‘. wihy « Ы
Increart- vt’.o r r u i .  \ и ° \  that tho Hour.1r.q Corpor at lor. f tin.: *?vĸr.',' cc.-.-vjnlty 1:» tha * ,ш и In 
the KertK I.vrn f.n i:.-,ĩr in 1 --1rml thot o. i& r. dllftrenwc ia «-̂ rii <:<.m»..un1ty ,-i c".'u the nUisite 1s
d i f f e r o u  . Mr i,n:s; ; , !|.':.<le< h* iH/.> iv nt. 1 h; •'< «» : y  ci» Wr» ' ic< i » ■'•M" l1 «’«.Vi I *<?*!
t h ' i i  li.e  ii i f 1 , *>; <■<, •  1 ; hould h, «< », >» .• |,;i ■ in r{*t l ,t .|H ' - fl. .»« uC , r> the w g rrast
p'i,r;c;f: 1«. r i . i l .  r  *.i, Г-Í if,, !;- ■ ; i î 't  U-,.. I i j ! I и r'J <,r:: < sW <■ » ■ •’ n i l - T Is  the 8«',ff1r;
Rc }1 o-i •' If.-; I../!/..' M.i' ri,': 'flu ». <..-1 м ■ • <m:; > " - i f y - r . , .  *wruiii1t1es
i ' l l  Ci 1 -M l1. !  t l w .  t l ( ': í. .!• h i l l  М '. 'П  ; „ к  t '- i  -, ц г .  . а -  , - . f S r . u e l  a t l í K . S  é ' i

*.yt cf,.-:! -.1-, -,.i ; , ,г. n.- í-И b* in.;’ I.'c ni-, r u. u M-f ,!■.•».-,.-c ч ’.-t: ftâVû ty iakft
ijacd С./Я. ( f iSr ’ I, . M,.n ’ « :• u . f 'rice (u si. r es s 1,o -, ou is i-íftiv 1 f u fert-. fn 1975 and
nu ih liin  !.. r 'r s i  i: liio i,- i», it, j ĩ^r>. II,- Ьомл-. •, f-i.-j-JM  4  'diftuld have more
re sp o n c iU I i t t -  Oi fh t:,;k iny l is .: lis r 'ir,; 1u i.iir.ir cvui.M-r-.U-Us,, r ii (-.lii.t i.; a l i  ! !b-.ve to ù 'y .

CHAIRf'/iii (f îr .  .’i r l ' jb b c i iü ) : ( "ïи ;.n ;;iгЛ. 1 .n i) '!hank .you.

йЯ. AUGOTïnAUilUQ: (ĩr.'.i'is'»г.УЛоп) ü,y (jucstirn', 1*:, uhr.i tliey ln crcc ît*  th3 " ’ h? «le» they  in c re a se  the
rSH t ly/fens; y p j S'itjii r . (y  [ir iC i'C i

A 5РНАШ! (ĸ ft lø ) ; ( ï i- û M la t l  r«-ij Vos, u'not ycu sa id  is  t ru e , i 'r  <!■ not s ien  usy papers. They ju s t  
in c re a s s  ths re n t ,  Fo r i? f u l l  yor*r Í  o vo m a ld  r«y ren t rue' !' he va asked tnem '«.o g1«/e me a 
ro1ra&urg0i3isr.t but thrty s t i * hf.vc rr,‘ 5 ?'/.n U  to  mv. My son омл M ire trùrked For the* housing
a s s o c ia t io n  fo r  n wock but no he:; ncv'fr Ье«п tx  hepí, M s  heurs r a p u i í r l y .  I  want to  f in d
out I f  any of you have w irked  For the  !iousl.-ig Сугрс-глИоп bcfoî-cî

CHAIRWM (Ur,. A rlaok too )* . f T ransi nt io n ) Is  th o ro  anybody l,.:re  frc.'ii the H o tt in g  Corpora t Ian? From 
my u n d e rs tw d tiif l rv  sfc tkcsu ta b le s  are rm;. uctrkliio ĩ  i r  the Houc1»»s Coriiorf-tlon. Vie arc^Hî,-.áers of 
th o  i.d fj's  iâïï'ivo  s .r f : i l y .  !).з í.í'iy í'iûĩ.bi'rs of tbs' s p e c ia l c o ra l  U c e  have »пу q u estio n s ! ê lU a ?

MAS. LAWlîifíCíl: t ^usfe !;av- nuo í..:ir!S<,ioii, Are you sa.v’ ng th íit  some peop le «nrhad fo r  tbĸ
n s so c la tto n  end kept ’th n ir  heur:: 1.-;, dU,' r.?f get p a id ?

A SP£AK£H (ü ia îo ): (T re n s lf fc lc n ) Ï ел '.a y in j п,у sou vies ncrk fng  fc>r the r ;  s o d  at ion f a r  f< whole
we£k mid i;e never qat pcid for it.

fëî.r, U.l’HfXiŒt Okay, that is a ll I и ж Ш  tc hmu. My no.M: questiwo when you oyaroMd your 
rfcnt ar.d t.hs?y d id  not rolrrliiirsc! you, d id  you s t n i  bava to  ke-p o.i paying tb s  r r g y u r  m oiithly ren t 
payqivntĩ

A SPEAKER (M ê la ) :  (V r c .r is U v lo n i Ĩ  uas paying S32 à mouth, no l wa.;. paying eve r 5103 fo r n whole
y e a r ,  &n4 i f  t e r  o y an r at uvcrpoywiontr. Ï found out th a t  I t  on ly  supposed to  be $82 per
month, Much ia tu r  с«н I  fnur.d oat ï was supposed to  oo paying  le s s .

CHAIRHAf-i (I..-. Ar look to o  ) : (T r a n s la t io n )  IhanL you. Any more questions?

I^UQ
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A SPEAKER (mala): (Transialign) Thank you, Mr, Chairman. i am not originally from Cap* Oorset. 
I moved to Dorset in 1957 so 1 have been here for quite a while. I Just want to s*y that tft̂  
houses are not in w r y  good condition. When the first three bedroom houses arrived, If I,am not 
mistaken, i think toero was only a few who were given out houses before they had the housing 
Association board of directors. It w?,c rot too hard then fcyt now 1t is very difficult- even though 
they have a bousing association here In Cape Dorsal;. ï m  going to talk first about the housing 
association because th« housing association knows bottur about houses in tit&ir commit! es than tne 
Housing Corporation, This winier I really noticed that they should have more power. because they 
have nr- power at all they Killed to bo dissolved. They should be given isara power because they 
know the condition of houses in their own cctarjniry. 'ihe Housing Corporction does not know the 
coTumunlty but they give cut bens or. Just fcocme they w.’nt money.

Hv wife and ï used to have good ecploymeiu and make good шпау. I worked for the co-op for quite a
while so Ï was making a gead salary. Ĩ want to say, Hr. Chairman, that the ree$en I stopped
working was because the house was getting Into had shape, and o:ir rent was Increasing so much. I 
felt that If I vifir. making lass money I would Suva to pay loss rent. That 1s why l quit my
employment. I will uso n>y wife for an example, The Housing Corporation wants to deduct from her
salary, deductions for retirement. Insurance, all these things. I  completely disagree with the 
Housing Corporation because thu corporation wants to control this person's salary. I think this 
area has to ba Improved. The housing assoc lotion should be given more power and more control 
because they know what 1s going on in the community. 1 have been thinking about this for a while.
In 1953 t mbs In Greeniand. Decsusa "du* community in 3reenland 1s very steep, not flat, I know
that the bottom is. permafrost. They do not hav« any basements. Their padding is made out uf
nrøient. ĩ fr.al the padding should be cernant bacuuse it would not damage the house. I want you to
understand what I nm saying. There h?s been some discussion about padding for the houses. I think 
they should b e  mada out of cement because I feel this would decrease a lot of problĸias. Ĩ do not 
have ir-uch to say, but I wanted to bring up this main concern, Hr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, Arluoktoo) : (Translation) Thank you Aro there any questions frtwn the special
committee7 They do not have a question right now because they understand what you said. Thank 
you.

MR. EKALOOK PAfift: (Translation) Thank you, Mr, Chairman. Boing a Kerb or of the Legislative
Assembly, I want to ask you <i question. The old houses that have never been rehsbbed, they start 
roitlrq as they got old. ĩ  wonder if you could nuke a rent scrle for thoás qld bouses, to lower 
the rent rnd have a maximum scale for these old houses?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlookteo): (Translation) I know you asked us a question but we cannot enswar your
question right now.

MR. EKALOOI PARR: (Translation) Thank you, 1 will use another example no that you will understand
clearly, if I left the food that I really like ir> the houso and If it wo.* rotten I would threw *fc 
&wsy. It is the sene thing with the houses. The houses aro just like food. fivtn though the food 
la getting rotten, the Housing Corporation keeps racing the rant,

CHAIRMAN (Mr, Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Aro there any questions fraa the special
committee? Mike?

MR. BALLAtlTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairmen. I would like to ask a quostion about homo-ownership. I
understand that thorn is ft concern that if peopls own their own home the cost for power and fuel 
and water would be higher than in public housing. If the government paid a monthly grant tn people 
who owned their own homo, do you think there era people who would be interested in owning their own 
horns?

Í
i

I

i

MR. EKAl.OQX P M :  (Translation) I sm not talking about people owning their house. I cm talking 
about tha tenants that are renting houses. I an talking about the deterioration of these houses. 
If I want back to the house that used to cost ma $65, it would cost over $100.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Hike, would you like to mako a supplementary?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Yos, thank you, Mr. Chairman. Yes, I understand that, and as the chairman said, 
wa will look at that before wc make our final recommendations. ! was asking you a new question to 
do with home-ownership. If the government provided a subsidy to pay for the power, fuel, 
utilities, do you think that sotr® people In your community would be Interested in owning their own 
home?

1
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HR. F.KMOOK PARR: (Translation) Yes, definitely.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. John!

MR. T'SELEIE: Thank you, Mi’. Chairman. We had somebody here before talking about the furnaces and 
the poor condition of some rental houses. I would like to know what are the most common things 

go «Torts with iculal iiuubcsî I would like to know wnat tne maintenance men spend most of 
their time doing?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will probably not be able to answer to
you because I am shy. I am an employee for DPW. I am not against housing maintenance. I -do not
really want to talk about some of the things that happen.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Oo you have any further questions? Any
further questions from the special committee? It Is on a first come first serve basis.

MS KANAJUQ PQOTÜOGOOK: (Translation) First of all I would like to Indicate to you when I was a
chiVd I experienced our first house. I did not understand the Housing Corporation at that time. 
Since the housing association started to exist here 1n the North I understand. I am working
part-time for the school and my brother 1s working full-time and he also is a tenant In my house. 
The carvers In the community are paying high rent and I want to find out why. They have large 
families In one house, so I would like to get further information on that. These people have to 
pay for their food and also a large rent even though they are unemployed. Also, the house that we 
have been living In smells very moldy and even when you wash the building you con smell the mold.
I want to find out If they can rehab It this coming spring or summer. I would like to get an
answer on these questions. Also I feel that all these buildings should be rehabed at the same 
time. This Is a great, problem on my mind. I have just heard that they were going to refit the 
floor and the foundation has shifted. Once the foundation shifts the floor moves 1n one area and 
not another, and It seems that If you just touch the wall with your hand the whole building moves.
I want to find out whether the Housing Corporation can fix up this building. I would like to get - 
an answer for the questions I have asked.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Would some of you like to respond to that?
Eliza?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We had made a comment at the opening speech that we are
unable to give answers. We are only here to listen to your views and concerns and what you are 
telling us now we will put that In our report and present it to the Assembly when we complete our 
tours, which will probably be around November.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Do you have further comments to make?

MS KANAJUQ POOTQOGOOK: (Translation) I am going to make a brief statement. I would like to stress
once again about the house, If we have to move to a different house. I think it would be better if 
we just are moved to different houses.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. John, do you want to make a presentation?

MR. T'SELEIE: Yes, I wanted to ask you If you pay the same rent even if you live in a house that
1s not in good shape, or do you pay less rent?

MS KANAJUQ POOTOOGOOK: (Translation) Personally I do not know. If I were to move to a worse house
I would just move to my mom's and I would definitely disagree if they ask me to move to a house 1n 

Щ  worse condition than the one that I am presently staying in.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Oo you understand? ,

MR. T'SELEIE: No, Mr. Chairman, I think щу question was misunderstood. What I wanted to esk wasj
1s there a different in the rent that people pay to live in a house that Is not repaired? Dq 
people pay less than If they were In a house that has been repaired?

MS KANAJUQ POOTOCGOOK: (Translation) Yes, Г understand now. I have a comment on that question;
The housing association knows I am a part-time employee and I was asked to pay $135 per month, and 
the house Is not In very good condition. When It gets wet 1t creates a health hazard. I have 
tried to find out If they can rehab or retrofit the building and also for the padding. I want to 
get щу house rehabbed. I do not know what the rents are for the different types of building. I 
cannot answer that question. I have been working as an assistant teacher since 1981 and I was 
asked to pay $135 and that Is all that I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Do you have any supplementary questions?
Mike?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to explain one problem that the government 
has right now. There Is limited money, or there 1s not enough money In the government budget to 
provide all the new houses and to rehab old houses. That Is one reason why all the houses In your 
community cannot be rehabbed at the same time. Every community has the same problem and there 1s 
not enough money to do It all. What we have to find out, If the people In the communities think 
that housing Is the most Important problem then we might recommend that more money 1s spent on 
housing. Do you think housing Is the most Important problem In your community?

MS KANAJUQ POOTOOGOOK: (Translation) I know that people who do not have houses have quite a bit of 
problem because I have noticed at the housing association meetings that this 1s always the problem.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any further comments?

MS KANAJUQ POOTOOGOOK: (Translation) Since there are no further questions I have no further
comments to make. I would like to thank you for letting me ask my questions.

MR. PINGUAQTUQ OOTOOKIE: (Translation) Thank you. First of all I would like to answer some of the 
questions that were raised. For example about rehablng old houses, the housing association here In 
our community, since they have no power or control as to which houses should be rehabbed, the 
Housing Corporation fixes the houses at their own discretion. If the housing association In our 
community had some control, they would choose the houses which should be rehabbed. There Is a lack 
of communication between the housing association and the Housing Corporation. Those are the two 
things that I wanted to bring up. I will use another example. This year we are ordering parts for 
our houses that will be brought up by sealift, which the Housing Corporation calls capital Items 
such as stoves, fridges, freezers. We sent this order to the Housing Corporation and when the 
Housing Corporation received this order they took out the refrigerators and stoves that we had 
ordered. We have not been told yet. We found out because we questioned our order because we 
wanted to find out what we should order before the sealift time 1n summer.

The Housing Corporation does not say how much money is available for capital Items. They never 
give us any Information as to how you can order these parts or these capital Items. They do not 
even send us forms to order these capital items. This has been creating a lot of problem In our 
community and It 1s all because there Is lack of information available from the Housing Corporation 
to the housing association.

'4
I have another example of lack of communication coming out of the Housing Corporation. We have 
been expecting a storage room this year. The corporation waited until the last minute to tell us 
it was not coming evén though we still wanted it. We are renting a co-op building. The building 
we are using for storage in the co-op costs us over $ 1 0 0 0 a month because we have to pay for the 
electricity and fuel. If we had our own storage room perhaps the money we use to rent that room 
could be used to order more parts. Also, the Housing Corporation never tells us about their 
operation. Even when we are working with the Housing Corporation we never know what they are doing 
at any time. We heard that the housing federation will not be given any more funding by the 
Housing Corporation. The housing federation is the only one thut we can communicate with and if 
they dissolve this housing federation, all the communities are going to get weaker. We cannot have 
any input in the Housing Corporation if the housing federation 1s dissolved or not given any



funding. When the communities meet with each other and exchange their problems they could have 
more power and control, but the Housing Corporation does not want to give them power or control tp 
do the things they want. When the housing association stops our orders they do not even tell u$<j 
■ If the housing association has any questions for the Housing Corporation they do not easily get ail 
answer because the Housing Corporation looks at the housing association as nothing. We have some 
recommendations that we would like to bring up. I think tha Housing Corporation should receive tfcp 
minutes of the housing association meetings and vice versa.

The Housing Corporation never tells us what programs are stopped. For us who are living In the 
communities, we would like to know the operation of the Housing Corporation and what they are 
doing. They should tell us how much funding Is supposed to be allocated to different communities 
and what Is available so we would be more careful In using these funds In different projects. We 
would not be estimating or guessing, because sometimes we have to Just guess because we do not have 
enough Information from the Housing Corporation. The Housing Corporation should work more closely 
with us in order to keep up the houses that the people are using. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Your presentation was very clear. The storage
space in Cape Dorset has been delayed. I have checked about this, and when the BRC had their
meeting, that 1s when I found out this storage space was not coming to Cape Dorset. When we had a 
meeting 1n Fort Smith I asked a supplementary question and they told me the storage space was still 
coming here, but the people who are being contracted Increased their money to build the storage 
space and that was the reason why they were not going to build ft even though the materials will be 
arriving. You will receive the storage space this summer but it will not be built this year. 
Thank you. Are there any questions from the special committee? Mike?

HR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Your presentation was very clear and was very helpful to
us. All of your concerns we have heard In other communities, so your presentation will make our 
argument stronger when we make our final recommendations. I have soo questions on some other
subjects that you did not mention 1n your presentation. One concern that we heard in other
communities was that If new houses were built or houses were rehabed they brought In southern 
contractors and used southern workers cm the projects. Do you find the same problem here where 
there Is not enough opportunity for local people to work on new houses or on rehabs?

MR. PINGUAQĨUQ 00T00KIE: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Yes, it Is ;he case here. When
they were building new buildings they had many southerners up here to build these houses. The same 
people who did rehabs had more local employees. When the federation had their meeting, the housing 
association wanted to bring up the subject that the contractors should, If at all possible, hire 
more local people. Does that answer your question?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Yes, it does, thank you. I have another question. We heard that the Housing
Corporation used to provide training to people in the communities so they could work at building 
new houses or rehabs. We have heard though that in the past two years there Is no training 
provided. I wonder, Is this a problem in your community?

MR. PINGUAQTUQ OOTOOKIE : (Translation) Yes, definitely. It is the case in our community. If our
young people were given more training on these buildings it would help them a lot. Since they have 
no employment they just walk around town and they do not get further education. 1 probably did not 
answer you correctly.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Yes, you did. It Is quite clear. I have one last question. You told us that the 
housing federation will not be funded in the future, and you said that the housing federation Is 
very Important. Now I wonder if you think that we should recommend that the housing federation 
should get more funding and maybe as an example, get more power that Instead of the Housing 
Corporation deciding which communities get houses or get rehabs, that the housing federation should 
decide which communities need new housing or need rehabs. Do you think that would be better?

MR. PINGUAQ1UQ OOTOOKIE: (Translation) Definitely. If that was the case 1t would be a lot
better. The housing associations in the communities should have more power and the Housing 
Corporation should lose some power. I think that you should work hard on these matters because we 
do not want to see the housing federation dissolved. If they lose their funding, they will go 
right back to where they started, and the Baffin Island is supposed to work together.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you.
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W .  T'SELEIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have some questions for you. I would like to know *rt»«1j
your job Is. If you are working tor housing then how many houses do you service and how many
people do you have working for you on maintenance? I would also like to know what is th*
common problem that you have with rental housing here in Cape Dorset.

MR. PINGUAQTUQ OOTOOKIE: (Translation) I am assistant secretary In the housing association. We
have four employees. The main problem that I see 1n Cape Dorset Is the windows which break easily 
and aloe doors, and doorknobs. We use a lot of doorknobs each year and this Is the main common 
problem In the houses. There are also other problems besides these and we always have to rush and 
we are never caught up in the maintenance. There are probably around 60 work orders per month that 
we have to handle.

MR. T'SELEIE: I would also like to know how many houses you work on.

MR. PINGUAQTUQ OOTOOKIE: (Translation) There are 139 units In Cape Dorset and we handle 134
buildings because five of those buildings are not occupied because some of them are burnt.

MR. T'SELEIE: You were telling uo that the Housing Corporation never lets you know how much money
is available to the housing association each year. I know that the way the Housing Corporation 
works is that they work in every community in the Northwest Territories and the people here have 
been told basically that the way it works 1s that the elected people, whoever makes the most noise 
for their region for housing gets the most. For instance, in my region there was a very bad 
housing shortage and I made more noise than Mike Ballantyne about it, even though Mike Ballantyne 
might have somebody In his region that really needs housing badly. If I make more noise than he 
does, then I would get It. Some of us here do not really think that that Is a fair wey to
determine the need for housing. I just want to ask you how you feel about that.

MR. PINGUAQTUQ OOTOOKIE: (Translation) I do not really understand. Can you further clarify what
you are trying to say?

MR. T 1 SFLEIE: I guess I am trying to ask how should the Housing Corporation determine what kind
of budget you need from year to year. How should they determine whether you need additional 
housing? It 1s obvious in some ways that just needing housing Is not -what they arc basing their 
allocation on from one area to another.

MR. PINGUAQTUQ OOTOOKIE: (Translation) We know about our operating budget for the year but we are
not informed about 0  and M and we are not told about how much capital operating money we will be 
having. We could apply for this funding, but we do not know how much money they have available to
the communities. If they communicate more with us and give us more ordering papers, then we will
be able to request Information. When the regional director was here they called for a study as to 
which communities should have houses and we gave that to the Housing Corporation. We have heard 
that Frobisher will be receiving four-plexes. The younger people that are getting married and 
raising kids, I think these duplexes should be coming into the communit 1er. so that the younger 
people could have a place to stay. A lot of the young married people are staying in great numbers 
in one house with their parents. I think it would be better if they were separated. I think we 
need more smaller houses for the younger people so they can have a place to stay In the future.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any further questions from the
special committee?

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Since our tour we have heard that the local housing
associations lack power and I am quite sure if the housing association requests that the Housing 
Corporation would turn around and say that local housing associations do not have the education to 
run their own affairs. I am going to ask you a question. Since this is not 1920, this Is 1984, 
today there are some younger people who have passed their high school education. Do you think 
that local housing associations with their secretary managers are capable of running their own 
housing needs?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): John?
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MR. PINGUAQTUQ COTOOKIF.: (Translation) Yes, definitely. What you said Is quite true. Die local
housing association here and their secretary managers could run their housing situation, but they 
arc being stopped by the Housing Corporation because they are refusing to give them more power and
it,ore control. If they are given an opportunity to run the housing 1n the comnunltles we would have
a better housing situation. If the housing association has the control then they would be able to 
order the parts that they need. For Instance when we order some parts and give it to the Housing 
Corporation they eliminate a lot or tne tnings that, we had ordered. A lot of times they do not
even tell us what they are going to take off from our original order. We have to try and find out
what Is happening, and until then we can do nothing else because we have no power whatsoever. That 
is 1t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any further ccmnents?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I understand clearly what he said and he
gave me the information I needed. Í just want to say thank you now because 1t was very Interesting 
and I really enjoyed hearing it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Mike?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. If the housing association was given more power and
because housing is so important in the community, the housing association would be as strong as the 
hamlet council. Can you see that causing problems? When you have two very strong organisations Irt 
one community could there be a conflict between the two organizations?

MR. PINGUAQTUQ OOTOOKIE: (Translation) I do not think so because right now we are working very
closely together with the hamlet council. The community should be given the opportunity to have 
some power, not just being pushed around from another place. If they both had power It would make 
the community a lot stronger. Thank you.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you very much, you answered my question.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Any further questions? I think there was somebody else
who wanted to speak up.

MS QUJUQ ETIDLGI: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am not originally from Cape Dorset. I 
am going to ask a question that you could direct to the appropriate department. I am living In a 
rehab house and 1 have also asked for a house but I have never been told anything. Ĩ have five 
kids in my house and my boyfriend Is also living with me and we only have a two bedroom house. I 
want you to ask a question for me to see if the people who have more kids should have mure bedrooms 
In the building than fewer family members living 1n a larger unit? Also, for those unemployed 
people if they are renting public houses, should they pay over $100 rent? When you are not working 
and you are trying to pay for rent, it adds up on the money you owe although you catch up sometimes 
with your rent. In wintertime the house gets really cold. It Is not too bad In summertime. When 
they get rehabbed the heating system should not be on the roof of the building. It would be better 
1f they made the heating system on the floor. I think that is all that I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Are there any questions from the special committee? There 
are no question:, here, so If you do not have any further comments I would like to thank you.

MS QUJUQ ETIDLOI: (Translation) I would also like to thank you and I would like you to direct my
questions to the appropriate departments.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Are there any other questions?

MR. SAKIASEE RAGEE: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am working for the housing
association. I have been a furnaceman since 1972. I did not know anything about 1t but I started 
getting trained since then so I have been working on it up to now. We are being trained on the 
furnaces. We were told to check on the furnaces every two weeks and we have been trying to keep up 
the checks on the furnaces. If you do not believe me, it is written 1n the office, and this is 
what I wanted to bring up. If the furnaces are not checked regularly they cannot keep on working.
I do not think they can even last two months without proper checking. We should check with our 
wives to find out if the maintenance men have checked the furnaces. When I heard 1n the meeting 
that they have never been checking the furnaces, I did not believe that because we have never had 
that experience when we are working. It is dangerous not to check these furnaces, so we
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have to regularly check the houses. Sometimes ',ney do not work Immediately after they have been 
cleaned because there Is some water inside sonv of them because of the cleaning. When you are an 
employee and always check the furnaces, It 1« very hard to tike when people start saying that their* 
furnacss are not being well checked. i am not angry but I just would like to state my
nru4ori:tлпгНnn tivi.

If there are further comments 1 can respond to that because I know there are a lot of furnaces In 
the building. The furnaces are not very easy to clean because the tenants feel they are Just like 
stoves and thay burn constantly, which Is not the case. Some of the people who stay at home know 
that we check and we never miss that day. it 1s only May that we have missed this year since I 
have started work because we were listening to what our superiors were telling us and because of 
that we had to miss the month of May to check the furnaces. Our secretary manager Is very 
difficult to deal with and we have to listen to him Instead of telling him about these upkeeps that 
we have to make. The numbers are written down once they are cleaned and you can even see the 
office to get proof that they have been cleaned. They are written every month, it might look like 
1 am angry right now even though I am not.

I would like to thank you for coming to this community because 1 want to see the housing 
associations get further assistance. Even though we try and order some materials, some parts are 
still missing. Due to the fact that 1 do not understand English I felt bad when they asked me to 
become a furnaceman, but they foiced me to become a furnaceman and I have been checking these 
furnaces. Some of them have had problems before but they have not had major problems. I know that- 
1f somebody else takes over my job these are going to be well kept. I do not really have any 
comments and I will try ard respond to any comments concerning furnaces that are being made by the 
public.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you for your presentation. Vou probably can solve
the problems In the operations that are being created here in Cape Dorset by yourself so I am going 
to ask my fellow colleagues whether they have comments to make. They have no questions. Your 
comments have helped and I would like to thank you.

MS PELAL00SÍE GAILA: (Translation) The reason why I sat here is because I have concerns too. We
are also renting a house. It was built In 1972 but 1t Is worse than some of the other buildings.
We had to move 1n even though there were some mistakes by the people who built that unit. If
somebody was to see 1t, they would see 1t as very old. Nalls are sticking out on the floor, it 1s 
sagging and we even have cuts on our feet. Our socks are pulled from our feet because the floor Is
badly broken right now. The Housing Corporation should look after the southern contractors when
they are constructing these buildings 1n the North to see If they are doing a proper job. Our
house has four bedrooms and It is slanted and some things that fall on the floor roll down due to
the fact that :t is slanted very much.

The buildings should have good paddings before they are constructed. There are cracks opening In 
the floor and you can even see outside from Inside arid you worry about the winter. We are worried 
that 1t Is not going to last a. long time even though we are paying good rent and keeping up with
the rent. If it 1s not going to be fixed or renovated it is not going to last very long,.even
though they have said that they will make the renovations. It is very difficult when you hove 
children. Even the sewage cannot be pumped out of the sewage tank because it freezes at night.
The windows were even broken when we moved in and they are still broken. They cannot renovate the
sewage tank even though it freezes at night. Sometimes they have to heat it up before they car» 
pump out the sewage.

I have another concern. Some of us Inuit have very bad units. In the past when people had health 
problems such as TB, they were told that they would be moved into good buildings because of health 
hazards, but right now even though the houses are new they get old and rnoldy very fast. These 
people could have lived longer but they are dying because of the house problems. Right now they 
are even starting to have cancer. It is probably from the houses too. We never used to hear that 
in the past, but now we are finally listening to these different health hazards such as cancer. It
is probably from the house because there is a lot of moisture inside the building and It gets a lot
of mould.

Also, we have a water tank which 1s plastic and very small and it does not last for one week and 1t 
gets quite difficult to live when there is no water being delivered to our house. They only have 
one water truck and it 1s not capable of handling all of the communities so some of us have to be 
without water for a whole week. Sometimes the water tank is not large enough for the whole 
community. When I imagine looking at the inside of the water tank I feel sick because it looks so



dirty and there is no opening so you can clean the Inside of the water tank. When we used to Ifv^
In a house with no running water we used to have to clean the water tank once a week. The water
tanks we have right now must be pretty dirty and rusty because we have rusty water. In wtntertlmé 
ws usually get our own Ice so wo can have proper drinking water. It Is very dangerous to have f
rusty tank when you have small children. The Housing Corporation has too much power and the
housing ««nriaHnfl board of directors has ,-.c power. The riuu*iny Corporation should be the only 
one that is blamed. They just steal money from people. They are even stealing from those who are 
unemployed, who are not making a living. These are the things I wanted to bring up, so If you have 
any questions, I will just wait.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. I have a question. Would It be okay for
someone to see your house?

MS PELALOOSIE GAILA: (Translation) Sure, I would definitely want you to come and see It. The
number 1s 004, past the small river. It is almost at the end of the comnunlty.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) We will come and see 1t tomorrow morning. Are there any
questions from the committee? Since they have no questions they understood what you said and we 
will go and see your house. Do you have any further comments you would like to make?

MS PELALOOSIE GAILA: (Translation) No, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translacion) There was also Annie Manning who wanted to speak.

MS ANNIE MANNING: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I also want to voice the concerns I
have. The housing association has no control because of the Housing Corporation, I want you to 
work hard and deal with the Housing Corporation so that the housing associations can have more 
control. Right now the house we are living In was built In 1970. Their original plan was to 
renovate It In 1977-78, that Is what our understanding was. But the buildings that were built more 
recently than our house have already been renovated and rehabed and they are a lot newer than the 
one we are staying In. I would like you to push hard for Inspectors for the housing association
who can check up on the houses. The Housing Corporation does not know what should be done within
the communities.

Our house is very small, especially with more than two kids. It is not very good when you have to 
live there for very long. It Is a three bedroom house and I am just going to guess the size of the 
building. I think It Is 28 feet wide and 28 feet long. The furnace should be set up outside. 
They should have a small room outside the house where the furnace could be and It would be more 
convenient that way. The house would have more space. When it is windy outside the furnace has to 
work a lot harder and it gets pretty scary when it Is on too long. When the door Is opened and
closed frequently 1t makes the furnace run for a long time, so I feel that the furnace should be 1n
a small space outside the unit. This Is the main thing that I wanted to bring up. The house is
deteriorating because we have been living in 1t a long time. We try to look after it and it Is
very expensive and my husband 1s not making all that much money. I should help out but I only work 
part-time. Sometimes I feel that since I am working part-time it Increases the rent. I think the
rent should be checked Into because the house Is deteriorating. This is what I wanted to bring up
to you so you could direct 1t to the appropriate department. I do not have more to say right now.
If you have questions I do not know if I will be able to answer them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Are you fini shed?

MS ANNIE MANNING: (Translation) I think the older people should be considered. The people 1n the 
community are concerned with the older people. I think they should have convenient houses because 
they cannot help themselves properly. When they do not have someone in the house who is very 
strong to assist them It Is hard for the old people and I think they should be considered very 
seriously.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Yes, we understand. Are there any questions
from the special committee? Since they have no questions, do you have any further comments?

MS ANNIE MANNING: (Translation) No, not right now, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Your concerns have been taped. I do not know how long we
will be meeting here and I think the interpreters are getting tired. There were three of them and
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now there are only two. If there are a lot of people who want to speak maybe we can take a break. 
Adamie also wanted to speak.

ADAMIF: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First of all I want to ask you are you collecting
t ^ A  Г Л Г .Л О Г П Г  ы П 1  ..p  *• Л ^ ----- A. 4 *4 ^

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Yes, we will tell the Housing Corporation and also we will
bring 1t up to the Legislative Assembly.

ADAMIE: (Translation) I just. want, to support the people who have been voicing their concerns about
the problems that we face. The housing association board should get more control and more power. 
I have a problem too. I live In a house with a furnace. We have heard that the people who will be 
receiving rehabs have been told to find someplace to stay before the house 1s rehabed. The house 
Is In pretty good shape compared to the other ones that do not have furnaces, only stoves. If the 
housing association had more responsibility then they would find out which buildings have to be 
renovated first. The Housing Corporation just walks around and just finds out from the exterior of 
the building, not from the Interior. So I am 1n full support that the housing association be given 
more responsibility and more power and control within the community. The policies are made by the 
Housing Corporation and are finally given to the housing associations and It creates hardship for 
the housing associations because they have to follow these certain rules. The Housing Corporation 
does not even listen when" the housing associations suggest policies. I do not have any more to say 
but If you have any questions I will be available to answer.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. We understand exactly what you have to say.
this Is not the first time we have heard the concern, and your support I am sure will help us. Are 
there any questions from the special committee? There are no questions so we will Just s^y thank 
you. I think there was somebody else who raised their hand to speak. Mr. Tuklkl Oshuetuk.

MR. TUKIKI OSHUETUK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I also have a house In Cape Dorset
which was one of the first houses that was built. It 1s called a matchbox 1n English. There were 
a lot of problems when the housing association came to check it. The house was supposed to be 
written off because these old buildings have to be replaced. My house is quite dangerous because 
It only has one door. If there was a fire I would not have an exit. It has no stove with elements 
and a heater. The heater is too Ы g for the building so It Is too hot all the time. Also the 
celling is too low. The lights we have are not for households but for an office and that 1s a 
problem.

I also have the same problems too that were stressed earlier In wintertime, that the floor Is 
drafty and very cold even though the high part of the building is very hot. That creates 
problems. When It is too hot inside It creates a health hazard because you have a hard time
breathing. It creates respiratory problems. It is not level. Some parts of the house are very 
high. This building had burnt before and there has been no renovation done, and when It Is windy 
you can really smell the smoke damage when It had burnt. It is clear that It was not rebuilt 
properly after 1t burnt. This house 1s almost 20 years old because 1t was probably built around 
1966. I feel that the younger people are not given proper homes in the comnunlty, which are called 
apartments. One unit has quite a number of apartments. I wonder If the Housing Corporation could 
build apartments in the communities for young people or families without too many children, or only 
a couple? I discussed two things, the problem with my house, and the need for an apartment 1n Cape 
Dorset. Feel free to ask me any question on the comnents I just made.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you for letting us understand,
special committee members if they have any remarks. Mike?

I will ask the

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think your comment about the need for apartment
buildings for young people and single people Is very good. Has the housing association talked to 
the young people and asked them if they would like to live 1n an apartment building? Perhaps It 
could be one unit with eight one-bedroom apartments.

MR. TUKIKI OSHUETUK: (Translation) I have never seen or experienced the housing association asking 
the young people whether they would want to see an apartment building in Cape Dorset. For the 
other communities that have apartments it seems as though It is very convenient, especially 1f 
there is a shortage of houses. If they built apartments there would not be the problem of shortage 
of houses because there would be more room for familles. But I am sorry, I have never been asked 
or approached to find out whether an apartment should be built here in the community.
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MR. BALLANTYNE : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It might be helpful to the committee If the housing
association talked to the young people and asked them If they would like to live In an apartawnt 
and write out committee a letter to tell us If the young people would like to live In an apartment 
building.

MR. TUKIKI OSHUETUK: (Translation) I definitely would like to see a survey done here 1n the
communities because It would be a good experience If they built an apartment building.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you for giving us a good understanding of your
concerns. I do not want to stop the meeting, but the Interpreters are the only mechanism that Is 
running this meeting so I would want to see shorter remarks, because we still have one community 
tomorrow. Even If we are not finished you can still give us a call on the telephone cr write us a 
lettor. I do not want to stop the meeting, but all I am saying 1s that the presentations should be 
brief.

MR. IOLA TUNILI: (Translation) I have a further comment arid It Is going to be brief. My father
got a house from the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs when he was working for that
department. When he completed his employment he received that house without paying for It because 
It was government property. The government gave It to my father when I was a young lad. This was 
given to щу father but how come the housing association had to take over that building without any 
payment or understanding? I would want the Members of the Legislative Assembly to give us an 
answer about why. My father was not given any letter stating that the housing association owns 
this house now. The housing association just decided to take over that building. My father was
not even given one dollar for the building that was given to him by the Department of Indian and
Northern Affairs, and now the tenants are now paying rent to the housing association. I want thlt 
comment to be given to the Housing Corporation management. You, the Legislative Assembly, should 
find out by talking to the person who was working for Indian Affairs, and the person who used to be
the administrator here In this community when my father was given that house. We know that that
administrator Is living down 1n Ottawa presently.

I went an Indication from you on how we can get assistance 1n order to get that building back. The 
Housing Corporation has stolen the house because we did not have any papers. Papers were not 
really being used at that time and we did not know that papers were Important materials then. For 
that reason the housing associated just decided to take over. If you have questions concerning 
this unit I would like to try and answer to my ability.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) I do not think we will get any Information until we get to
the Housing Corporation, so we can check with the housing association tomorrow as to what Is the 
situation with that house. I want to ask the committee if they have any questions. Eliza?

MRS. LAWRENCE: I would just like to ask, when did your dad retire and when did the housing
association decide to take that house away?

MR. IOLA TUNILI: (Translation) My father stopped working for the Local Government In the early
1960s and we moved out of the house 1n 1968. Since then 1t has been occupied by the housing 
association. My father had to pay for the fuel and the electricity because he owned that house. 
Once we moved to public housing my father had to start paying according to the policies of the 
housing association. If he did not own it he would not have paid for the electricity and fuel. I 
do not have that much more to say. These are the main things that I wanted to bring up. I will 
try to talk to the Housing Corporation and to the representative because we will just lose that 
house, and the Housing Corporation and the housing association are making money out of 1t even 

4* though they have not bought 1t from us. So I would like you to look Into It.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. I think there was somebody else who wanted to
speak. Iola Tunlll.

MR. IOLA TUNILI: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My name Is ?? from Cape Dorset. I will 
try to make my comments brief. I am also renting a house from the Housing Corporation and I am 
going according to the policies of the Housing Corporation. I also want the hour'ng association 
here to get more power and control, not just be the workers for the Housing Corporation. The 
housing association Is Just looking after the Housing Corporation's houses and a lot of times they 
do not get approval for what they want and they want them to look after the houses properly through 
the housing association. The Housing Corporation 1s always refusing their requests. They should 
have a better working relationship because they are trying to work for the same thing. They should

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Mr. Ballantyne.
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MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It might be helpful to th< comlttee If the housing
association talked to the young people and asked them If they would like to live In an apartment 
and write out committee a letter to tell us 1f the young people would like to live in an apartment 
butldlng.

MR. TUKIKI OSHUETIJK: (Translation) I definitely would like to see a survey done here In the
communities because 1t would be a good experience If they built an apartment building.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you for giving us a good understanding of your
concerns. I do not want to stop the meeting, but the Interpreters are the only mechanism that 1$ 
running this meeting so I would want to see shorter remarks, because we still have one community 
tomorrow. Even If we are not finished you can still give us a call on the teleohone or write us a 
letter. I do not want to stop the meeting, but all I am saying Is that the presentations should be 
brief.

№1. I OLA TUNILI: (Translation) I have a further comment and 1t 1s going to be brief, tyy father
got a house from the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs when he was working for that
department. When he completed his employment he received that house without paying for It because 
It was government property. The government gave It to my father when I was a young lad. This was 
given to my father but hew come the housing association had to take over that building without any 
payment or understanding? I would want the Members of the Legislative Assembly to give us an 
answer about why. My father was not given any letter stating that the housing association owns 
this house now. The housing association just decided to take over that building. My fatner was 
not even given one dollar for the building that was given to him by the Department of Indian and 
Northern Affairs, and now the tenants are now paying rent to the housing association. I want this 
comment to be given to the Housing Corporation management. You, the Legislative Assembly, should 
find out by talking to the person who was working for Indian Affairs, end the person who used to be
the administrator here in this community when rny father was given that house. We know that that
administrator 1s living down 1n Ottawa presently,

I want an Indication from you on how we can get assistance In order to get that building back. The 
Housing Corporation has stolen the house because we did not have any papers. Papers were not 
really being used at that time and we did not know that papers were Important materials then. For 
that reason the housing associated just decided to take over. If you have questions concerning 
this unit I would like to try and answer to my ability.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) I do not think we will get any Information until we get to
the Housing Corporation, so we can check with the housing association tomorrow as to what Is the 
situation with that house. I want to ask the committee 1f they have any questions. Ellia? r,

MRr'. LAWRENCE: I would just like to ask, when did your dad retire and when did the housing
association decide to take that house away?

MR. IOLA TUNILI: (Translation) My father stopped working for the Local Government In the early
1960s and we moved out of the house 1n 1968. Since then 1t has been occupied by the housing 
association. My father had to pay for the fuel and the electricity because he owned that house. 
Once we moved to public housing my father had to start paying according to the policies of the 
housing association. If he did not own It he would not have paid for the electricity and fuel. I 
do not have that much more to say. These are the main things that I wanted to bring up. I will 
try to talk to the Housing Corporation and to the representative because we will just lose that 
house, and the Housing Corporation and the housing association are making money out of It even 
thcuqh they have not bought It from us. So I would like you to look into 1t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. I think there was somebody else who wanted to
speak. IolaTunlU.

MR. IOLA TUNILI: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My name is ?? from Cape Dorset. I will 
try to make my comments brief. I am also renting a house from the Housing Corporation and I am 
going according to the policies of the Housing Corporation. I also want the housing association 
here to get more power and control, not just be the workers for the Housing Corporation. The 
housing association is just looking after the Housing Corporation's houses and a lot of times they 
do not get approval for what they want and they want them to look after the houses properly through 
the housing association. The Housing Corporation is always refusing their requests. They should 
have a better working relationship because they are trying to work for the same thing. They should

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Mr. Ballantyne.
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work together. This 1s what I wanted to say. I am sure there are a lot of things that ! wanted to
say but we do not have much time to speak our concerns, so I would like to say thank you fof
allowing me to speak.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any questions from the «pedal
committee? They have no questions because they understood what you meant. Because it Is taped 
they will not forget It.

OSHOSIAQ PUDLAT: (Translation) I will not try to make my comments too long. The first
concerns that were brought up earlier, I just want to make an addition. If I talk too long I will 
stop making sense. I was listening to the people talk about the padding of the houses, that they 
are not made out of cement or rock, they are sort of sand. They are not proparly done. The 
weather 1n other regions does not get as cold as we do. Up north we have winters and summers and 
the ground melts and It freezes. When It freezes, the buildings that are on sand have a lot of 
problems. It is the same on the unit we are renting. The floor 1$ tweaking up all the time, 
deteriorating. The floor does not stay level when the snow melts or when the summer comes.

I am going to talk about the new houses that are being built. They will have better padding 
because their padding Is not made out of sand. The corners of the houses will not deteriorate as 
fast. The new houses are a lot better than the old houses that we are renting now a<?d there ire
not as many problems, I am saying these things that I have been thinking about because the north
Is very harsh to Hve and the house changes from winter to summer and the houses are always 
cracking up, especially the windows. Because we own more things now there 1s not much space in 
these rehabeo houses, this 1s what I feel. So I think this will create problems for the other 
people, that Is why I am bringing 1t up. I do not know whether It Is that way or not. The houses 
thet have sand padding have a lot of problems.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) We also thank you for voicing your concern. Are there any 
questions? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to make a comment on your statement. You 
are correct when you say that houses built on rock are batter. We have the same problem 1n 
Yellowknife. I have a small house which Is on a gravel pad on permafrost and every year my house 
shifts. Last year I could not close the back door and I had to put many blankets over the opening 
of the door. And every spring I have to crawl under my house and Jack up the house to make It 
level. It Is a big problem In the north when houses are built on permafrost. I do not have the
answers but I want you to know that w« have the same problem in parts of the west and our committee 
will be studying the best way to build houses In the north. Thank you for your comments.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translatlon) Thank you. Before everybody leaves 1 think we should end 
the meeting. I think somebody from the floor could close the meeting so I just want to say from 
what I have been hearlno there seems to be three main topics. There are some directed to you, some 
directed to the Housing Corporation and some directed to the housing association. I think you have 
all heard these problems and you will consider them. I will be coming back here to Cape Dorset 
because I live 1n Lake Harbour, so If anybody else has some concerns they want to bring up they can 
talk to me. If it Is okay with you I think we should end the meeting. Perhaps somebody can make 
some comments before we close the meeting.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo). (Translation) It Is okay that we end the meeting since you are the 
acting chairman for the hamlet. So before I close the meeting are there any comments from the 
special committee?

m



64/1Д/С1 TUB li.QO РЛ1 H T ItOIOTT LAKE AWRY NT

• 201 -

• J.

, ! 
! 1

lm ж ы и ш (trkMlatlnn) ĩiiank m u . Hr. Chilman. 1 do not kftOW tf I Htlí h * .
<iĩ»*r1y7^ ot'Mi «Mlá le ct 1* « bit different «1 though Ï m  ĩ«M*. I * * 'Л} llte,,Tm'.WÍirr Е н л Ш  
y o u f i r  wiring the different concerns that yow hevo. Me w e  the Î L f t t í S .
although m  * n  not working for th* touting Corporation. Un « £  * £ * * * . {  ш а зй оп а V  
Ш ч т Ч  m <f ¥ c v;ant to hair fr«e different соияипН'е*. We war* «bit to ask * * t  *
•re noi trvlog to get the people In the cowwnltles to h«te tech other or 0° 
lit are haei* Just to nsten т й weka housing better for the f«tur« m <a so I ĸuîitø Ju.t l.-e: to tN-. 
the paopH here 'jocsumi they h* t o m  very good concerns which M a y  brought up w e  in w s  
coewunUy of Ceps Oortat.

V I Г Г в и у  ип*#«Г»1вЛ(9« «ГСЧ W* mrut 1|I«W ъпт* ы ж ш  - " V " ’ ' - '  - L L u I I ’ V  * ^ . ^ * * t »  i «
b ũ h  U Î wr^i m  try to mtke s o m  rĸaøsewdat1c«i. I ki hm you htw ^ ^ Ф 1* * *  ^  i L!î 
this very shijrt tisse, Uit !, at the chulrntvi, m  not supposed to J v w k  the ^ и о у м » ,  pyï f «U1 
always ba aveUbbl* to thu co»*in1ty. Around M;C*J o'clock 1r the awtilng we Ч П  be vis tin#
8бГ*Э87, Cûê, ^ o î c  house* № » Г  have“invltëd us. î wflĩ be visiting ttts м м ш п Н у  t f  
three years end (nestn take «■ note of that. Than* vou. Who would W e  1» «Jose ^  да « ■
floor» Those p'^opTe agree that the watting should clo»a please v îH %  the<r h«w*. Mto* you. T M  
•anting it adjoaimnd.

-дооиямидо

I I
U*J <ч



» ЛВТ? AWDV NT •*+'* WCI

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING

Verbatim Transcripts 
of Community Hearings

LAKE HARBOUR 

June 14, 1934



MEMBERS OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING

Co-Chairmen: Mr. Ludy Pudluk,
MLA. High Arctic

Mr. Arnold McCallum,
MLA, Slave River

Regular Members: Mr. Joe Arlooktoo,
MLA, Baffin South

Mrs. Eliza Lawrence,
MLA, Tu Nedhe

Mr. Red Pedersen,
MLA, Kltlkmeot West

Mr. John T'Seleie,
MLA, Sahtu

Alternate Members: Mr. Michael Angottitauruq,
MLA, Kltikmeot East

Mr. Michael Ballantyne, 
MLA, Yellowknife North

Mr. El 1jah Erkloo,
MLA, Foxe Basin

Mr. Samuel Gargan,
MLA, Deh Cho

OFFICERS

Committee Co-ordinator:

Clerk Assistant (Procedures): 

Secretary to the Committee:

Ms Penny Aumond 

Mr. Albert Canadien 

Ms Melody Casserly



-  202 -

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING

HAMLET COUNCIL AND HOUSING ASSOCIATION OF LAKE HARBOUR, JUNE 14. 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) We will start the meeting now. We are very happy that you 
have asked to meet with us, the hamlet and the housing association. I am the chairman right now. 
We had a chairman and a co-chairman when we were visiting the communities. It was Ludy Pudluk and 
Arnold McCallum. They had other things that they had to do and had to get home. So that 1s why I 
was asked to be the chairman and I accepted. We are very happy that we are here in Lake Harbour 
right now. This committee is a bit tired but they wanted to keep on going on the tour. We have a 
quorum of four. Even though they come from quite far away they wanted to continue this tour.

I will introduce the committee right now. At the far left on my left 1s John T'Selele who
represents Sahtu. And on my nearest left Michael Angottitauruq from Kltikmeot East and you all 
know me here. On my nearest right 1s Eliza Lawrence representing the Tu Nedhe region 1n the 
Western Arctic, and on my far right 1s Mike Ballantyne from Yellowknife North. They are the
special committee and we have a co-ordinator, a lady who 1s taking pictures, Penny Aumond. We have
two Interpreters, Main Curley from Frobisher and Japatee Akeegoak from Grise Fiord. Although he 
Is from the top of the world he has been helping us very well. And there are some media people. 
Ludy Pudluk, Arnold McCallum and Red Pedersen that are not here with us today.

I just want to let you know what we are doing as a committee. We are with the Legislative Assembly 
of the Northwest Territories and we are not from the Housing Corporation, nor are we from the 
territorial government. We are sort of in between these two organizations. We are representing 
you people. We will not be able to answer some of your questions because we are here to listen to 
your concerns but we will be asking some questions. Once your concerns are recorded and
transcribed we will try to get you some answers and perhaps after a year we will know what kind of
Improvements are going to result from this committee. Those are my opening comments. We will also 
have a public meeting where I will go and talk a bit more. If any special committee Members want
to make some comments It 1s wide open, or the hamlet council or the housing association. Eliza has
some comments.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I will just make a short comment. I would like to thank
the council and the board of directors of the association for inviting us here. I wish I could say 
that we are here to answer all the questions and solve the problems Immediately, but we are only 
here to listen to your views and concerns so that we can make good recommendations. We really need 
your help. Thank you all for inviting us here.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Is there anybody from the special committee
that wants to make some comments? We will be listening mostly to your concerns so any one of you
can start now. Anything at all. John T'Seleie?

MR. T'SELEIE: Mr. Chairman, I think maybe if we could have the council introduce themselves to us
and proceed from there?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you for reminding me. I think I know everybody 1f
you want me to introduce you people. The one I am pointing at is Eliyah Paupadluk who Is the 
vice-chairman of the hamlet council. Johnny Akavak who 1s a councillor for the hamlet. Esuaktuk
Akavak also is a councillor for the hamlet. He also looks after maintenance and the roads. These
are the ones from the hamlet. Their secretary-manager 1s Andrew Johnson. I am also the councillor 
here for the hamlet in Lake Harbour. Oolamie Temela is the chairman of the housing association's
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board of directors. I did not want to say this, but I am also the vice-chairman for the housing
association board of directors. And Joannle Ikkldluak, one of the board members of the housing
association, and sitting beside him, Slmoneak Seglaktuk, board of director of housing. Jamesle 
Kootoo, also on the board of directors for the housing association. I do not think I forget
anybody Yp c . 1 fnrnnt cnmohnrty^ AVoonn I Heidi naif ; a very nnnd nnrrat лгу-таплпйг for the houslna 
assoclaton. Now If anybody has any concerns you want to bring us you can start now. Olamle
T1m1laaq.

№1. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) We have some concerns from the people of Lake Harbour about
housing and about the rent. We have them written down. I wonder would It be more appropriate If 
we talk about them right now or at the public meeting?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo); (Translation) I think 1t will be okay If you just proceed. Once we have 
the public meeting we can repeat them, that will be okay too.

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) We have heard the concerns of the people in Lake Harbour. We
have asked the special committee on housing to come to Lake Harbour so we tried to get Information
from the people as to what concerns they had about housing and about the rent they are paying. I 
will read what Is written. These are the concerns that were collected from the people. First of 
all, regarding the rent, they are calculated from the yearly salary, and we do not want an 
assessment done for a whole year when they are checking up on our salary for the rent that we will 
have to pay. Sometimes the man and wife work at the same time and are supposed to get $75. The 
pocket money of $75 should go Into the pocket Instead of helping to pay for the rent. It 1s very 
difficult for a person to pay the rent when they have the maximum scale. The $75 subsidy on 
housing 1s too small. We feel that should go to the householder or the husband Instead of the 
spouse. People do not like the Idea of the rent Increasing all the time. The rent Is too high
before the Housing Corporation assess the buildings.

Another concern Is the types of buildings but the rent Is the same and people want to find out 
whether the rent can be deducted when you file your income tax. And how come the rent scale 1s set 
up at the gross pay, before deductions. The rent Increases $45 every three months. The people 
feel they should raise the rent only after one year. If they have to Increase by $35 It is very 
difficult for a person to keep up with the rent. The carvings are very cheap now and it Is very 
difficult for the carvers to try to pay up their rent, and the wives usually have to support the
family, and they feel that that $75 should be Included as a subsidy for rent. If I did not say 1t
properly I can get somebody else.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. We will be following the Items as they are
numbered. Are there any questions on number one item7 Questions from the special committee? 
Eliza?

MRS. LAWRENCE: I am sorry, but I am not quite clear on that $75. What 1s that?

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) Thank you. The people feel that they pay so much money for
rent and If their wives are working, the $75 1s supposed to be the pocket money and the rest goes 
to the rent. Once the wife gets paid, the rest of the $75 that she receives for salary has to go 
to the housing association for rent, along with her husband's. So we feel that this $75 should be 
Included for the rent instead of the rest of her salary. Do you understand now?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Yes, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any other questions from the special
committee regarding the rent? Mike?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like for you • explain to me, when you
said that they should not count the whole year's salary when the Hous g ''c-pc.i aLion does their 
assessment, perhaps you can explain to me what you mean by that?

MR. JOANIE IKKIDLUAQ: (Translation) I think there was a misunderstanding. If our salary has to be 
assessed by the Housing Corporation for a whole year -- for example, if I am making $20,000 or 
$30,000 range we will have to put 25 per cent of that salary Into rent. The rent that I paid In 
1983 was already taken off from my salary for the year of 1983. Also they do not calculate the 
rent I paid when I pay next year's rent that I would have to pay. That 1s what I think I 
understand but maybe you can make some further comments on that if you are not clear. Are you 
still confused?
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) I think they understand now. Are there further comments
other than the topic on rent? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You made a comment that different houses are 1n
different condition, some are better than others, but the rent is the same for all the houses. Oo 
you think that there should be lower rent for the houses that are not fixed up? The second part of
the question 1s, If you wanted to fix up your own house and the Housing Corporation said you would
pay lower rent because you are fixing up your own house, do you think that would be a good idea?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Would any of you like to answer the question that was just
asked? James1e Kootoo?

MR. JAMESIE KOOTOO: (Translation) The question Is very clear but there is also another problem
because some of the houses have been renovated but there are now smaller than the original size.
It would be better if the tenants know 1f they are able to do that, or what they are supposed to be
doing. That 1s all I can answer.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Mike, do you have any supplementary comments?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. What I was trying to ask, 1f you think 1t Is unfair that
you pay the same rent for a house that Is not fixed up than you do for a house that is fixed up and 
your point Is very good that you pay the same rent for a smaller house than you do for a bigger 
house. Do you think you should pay less rent for a smaller house, and do you think you should pay 
less rent for a house that has not been repaired?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Would you like to make comments on the
question? Jamesle?

MR. JAMESIE KOOTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. If the housing association had more
authority then the rent would probably be all the same. The housing association knows the 
people In the community a lot better than the Housing Corporation. The rent scale Is set up from 
far away which 1s Inconvenient and it seems as though the housing association Is blamed for that 
rent scale system. It would be a lot better if the local housing association had more control over 
the rent scale system. This has created a lot of problems.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there further comments? I believe they
all pretty well understand that now. We will go on to a different topic. I would like to
introduce the person who just sat down, who is a councillor for the hamlet and also the chairman 
for the alcohol committee, and he works for the nursing station. He can help very well If a person 
Is sick. I think there 1s another topic that they would like to bring up.

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just want to make sure that people are 
clear. We want to know why the rent has not been deducted for Income tax when we are assessed. Is 
that clear?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. All your concerns have been recorded. Is the
special committee clear on what was being talked about?

SOME HON. MEMBER: Yes.

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) We will go on to the next Item, thank you, Mr. Chairman. The
concern is the two-storey buildings, If they had bigger sewage tanks it would be a lot better. The 
toilet gets filled even before the water tank is full and when the toilet fills up It flows on the 
floor and stinks up the whole building. Even 1f you try and keep It clean, and it is very awkward 
to try and clean the bathroom all the time because it Is very small. So if the sewage tank was 
outside of the house it would be better, or put It deep underneath the building, and there should 
be an indicator to find out if the sewage tank is full. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) I think you are discussing those two slanted duplexes, are
you referring to those buildings?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) Yes, those two buildings.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) As I understand it, the water tank is bigger than the
sewage tank and that creates a problem, is that correct?
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MR. OLAMIE TIM1LAAQ: (Translation) Yes, we feel that the sewage tank 1s smaller than the water
tank Itself, so for that reason they probably overflow their sewage tank.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any comments from the special
committee on these concerns? Eliza?

MRS.( LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Has this
CnCCft C m  b u e  uâCt\ up Of the tûMctâ áíiu Liié SuteMiny
district office In Frobisher Bay?

been reported to 
uy of Lilt; place?

the Housing Corporation to
Did anyone check from Liie

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Is there a response to that coiment?

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just want to make a brief answer to 
the question you were asking. Last year or a year and a half ago they checked these duplex houses 
and they came to fix them up so that they would not overflow to the floor. But after they tried to 
fix It nothing changed up to today.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Is that clear? Are there any more comments
regarding the tank problem?

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) Thank you. The Housing Corporation knows all about this
problem that 1t overflows onto the floor because we have repeatedly told them. They know the 
problem right now. We have this problem because they are not properly fixed. 1 live In one of 
those houses and It gets really bad so I try very hard to go after the Housing Corporation to have 
It fixed. I think the toilets are too small. We have told them to get a bigger toilet.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Andrew?

MR. ANDREW JOHNSON: I would like to make a supplementary to this problem, Mr. Chairman. Most of 
my concerns I will be writing a brief to the committee about, but they relate mainly to the hamlet 
problems In regards to the administration of services. A lot of the problems get reported to us 
even though they are not within our jurisdiction. A number of houses have this same problem with 
holding tanks being too small but fortunately they overflow outside the house, not Inside. None of 
the newer houses, I am told, a re designed with inadequate tanks but It does seem that over a period 
of two or more years, they accumulate either sludge or problems Internally which reduces the 
capacity within the tank and then problems occur. There appears to be no kind of preventative 
maintenance program to flush or clean the holding tanks, and it Is particularly bad when 1t happens 
to overflow inside a building, but there are a great many others that will overflow outside the 
buildings even though they have not run out of water. The houses are designed so you would 
normally run out of water long before your tank overflows. It definitely Increases the costs of 
the municipality because we have to do extra services to pump out houses.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Anymore comments on that topic? Lucassie?

LUCASSIE: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I do not think I made myself too clear the first
time. I do not want the water tanks to be smaller from the size they are now, but the sewage tanks 
are too small because they overflow Into the house. While we are on the subject of tanks, we have 
cleaned up the tanks and we have seen the Inside. They get really dirty and there are all kinds of 
materials inside such as welding equipment and also insulation 1s even Inside the water tanks, and 
it does not seem suitable.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. When you speak we are using Interpreters so 
please try and talk slowly if possible. Are there any further comments on this matter? We are 
talking about both the water tanks and sewage tanks. Please note that your comments are beinq 
recorded. Do you want to go to a different subject now?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) Mr. Chairman, I am going to talk about the water tanks that do not 
have openings to clean the tanks. The tanks on the older buildings do not have an opening so the 
tank can be cleaned and it would be a lot better if there were openings. The very recent ones that 
are coming up should have a cleaning hole.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Any more comments regarding tanks? I do not
think there are any further comments but we know what you ire talking about. Please proceed.

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) Thank you. I want to talk about heating system which are located 
inside the houses, m e  ineLiianicol pails of litc fuiTiũCc are too âvùilûblc to the children end that 
creates problems. The control system is too much in the open. Also, the people feel that It would
be better to have a small storage place outside the buildings for the furnaces, so It will not be
so available to the children. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. I would like to ask a question about the
furnaces. One of the rooms has tf* furnace and the other one does not have storage space, so are 
you asking whether 1t Is Inconvenient for the people living In the house or whether you would want 
to see another area7 Can we get further clarification on that please? Jamesle?

MR. JAMESIE KOOTOO: (Translation) Thank you. The reason why we brought this up because when they
renovate rehabs, the house stinks of smoke when 1t is windy. We feel that 1f they are going to 
rehab, they should put the furnace outside the living area. Sometimes even the fuel starts to 
smell when there Is a leak or something. It Is not convenient for the householders and that Is the 
reason we want a separate place for the furnace 1n the rehabs.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. We are still referring to furnaces. Are there
any further comments or questions concerning this matter? I think we are all clear as to what you 
were saying. Do you want to go on to a different topic?

MR. OLAMIE TIMIL : (Translation) If I am not clear, I would like to get assistance from my fellow
colleagues. The furnaces 1n the new buildings, 1f children were playing around and accidentally
hit the fuel pipe or any other control, it might break the f u r n a c e  and t h a t  Is why we brought this 
up. The other topic Is ùbout rehabs. The Interior of the building shrinks once It is rehabbed arid 
we feel that they should put the f u r n a c e  outside the building.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you.

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) I am going to talk about dripping houses. The recent ones that
are being built are dripping every spring because during wintertime there is condensation inside 
the roof and in spring It starts to drip. It seems that the people do not think it Is fair for
them to be paying larger rents, especially when there is dripping water all the time. Some
household items have been damaged. We feel that they should have better Insulation or there should 
be heat going up to the roof so that the condensation will not build up. The older buildings have 
roofs that are just painted and the people feel there should be roof tiles put on top. The
buildings that were built in 1976 also have a lot of dripping Inside the bedrooms because the 
celling 1s just paper and they never replaced the broken ceilings. The roof gets stained and 1t is 
not very pleasant to look at.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) We know exactly what you are talking about but I just want
a bit of a clarification as to where exactly the dripping is coming from. Is It from the outside 
or 1s it from in between the roofs?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) The exterior. The snow builds up In the attic of that house and
when the weather starts getting warm, it melts into the interior roof.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any questions from the special
committee? No questions? We know exactly what you are talking about and we will keep that with 
us. Perhaps we can go on to the next Item.

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) I am just supporting what was said because these new houses do a
lot of dripping.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. We understand exactly. Are you talking about
the older houses that have not been renovated?



A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. John?

MR. JOHN T'SELEIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just wanted to know which houses they were talking
jthø iit

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) We are talking about the houses that have not been rehabbed that
are old public houses. Some of them have three, four and five bedrooms.

MR. JOHN T'SELEIE: Is there a problem with dripping 1n any of those buildings that have been
rehabilitated or rehabbed In the last few years?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Can anybody answer that?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) We have a rehabed house. The only problem that I have seen so far
Is the furnace having a gasoline smell because there 1s not enough space for the furnace. But they 
are not dripping anymore. When 1t rained, the edges of the door were bringing water In from the 
outside.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Any further questions? If the chairman of the housing
association wants to move on to another Item we are ready.

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) Thank you. We will go on to a different topic at this time
concerning the foundation of the buildings. If they built the foundations closer together we feel 
that the floors would not break up. When the house starts to shift the tiles start to break up on 
the top. If the material was not so brittle it would last a longer time. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (nr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there other questions or comments on the
foundations of buildings? If there are no further comments, Jamesle Kootoo would like to make a
presentation on the foundation of a house.

MR. JAMESIE KOOTOO: (Translation) After the foundation of the house is built 1t Is not Inspected
again. It would be better 1f they Inspect these foundations. Even though they start to shift they 
are not being repaired.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) What improvements or repairs were you talking about? Do
you think that more jacks should be available or whether there should be more funding? What Is the 
problem?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) Thank you. The foundation of a house sometimes shifts and I feel
some funding should be available to Inspect these foundations after the houses have been built. If 
they were regularly inspected 1t would be a lot more convenient for the maintenance people.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) I was trying to ask what you were really questioning. I
know the housing association has jacks, or are you requesting for more funds to repair these 
buildings. I just want to find out which one are you requesting, the tools or the funding to 
maintain these buildings?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) The money is not available to make repairs.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Okay, I understand now.

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) I would like to make a supplementary comment on foundations? The
climate here changes during winter and summer and the house has gaps because of the climate. If 
the foundations were closer together the shifting of the house would reduce. If the foundations 
are far apart they start to warp.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. I fully understand now. I want to ask a
question because there might be different types of foundations here, or they might be all the 
same. Which type of foundation would you prefer, the steel type, or concrete or wood? What kind 
of foundation would you request for the community of Lake Harbour?



A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) 1 cannot answer because I do not know which one would be the best
one for this unique type of climate.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Andrew?

MR. ANDREW JOHNSON: Aqaln. this Is a problem that became a concern of the hamlet council and has
been discussed at some length with the municipal engineers and the town planning and lands from 
Frobisher. We have a proposal for a land assembly and the preferred method in this situation 1s 
definitely steel piles. Virtually none of this has been done here, but we are advised that this 1s 
by far the best method for this kind of land where there is a solid rock base. It has, 1n fact, 
been specified for the new nursing station which should be built this year.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you for your very clear answer. Are there further
comnents on foundations? If not we will go on to a different topic.

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) I want to talk about the two-storey building. The lower part, If
there was to be a fire at the bottom, the whole building would just burn up because the upper
storey would be Included. Some people are really worried about having a two-storey building. They 
think it would be better if it was on one floor not two storeys. People feel that the buildings
should not be painted the same colour all the time because they like to see different colours.
Also, the pipes for the water tank and for the sewage tank and for the fuel sometimes are too close 
together and 1t makes it awkward for the men who are delivering the water. Also the pipes for the 
sewer are too narrow. Sometimes they get blocked by Ice or snow and the smell goes into the house 
Instead of going out. Perhaps if they had a bigger porthole they would not freeze as fast. Thank 
you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Regarding the two-storey houses, when we had •
the meeting in Cape Dorset some people were asking for apartments or hlghrlses. It was good to 
hear the people asking for them for the younger people, but now we are In another settlement that 
does not want any two-storey buildings. I am here from Lake Harbour myself so I would not support 
people who do not want two-storey buildings because we do not have enough land to build one-storey - 
houses. I am not answering you, this is just my personal view. Regarding item number seven, that-, 
there are no openings to clean water tanks, we discussed this earlier. Do you mind If we skip that ....- 
because we already talked about that topic. Is that okay? What time are we having the public. 
meeting? Four o'clock? Thank you. It Is 4:00 o'clock now. May be we can go on with this agenda , 
even if the public are here or would you like to go through the whole thing? It 1s up to you, as ^  
long as the people do not get tired of waiting. 01 amie? ’ ,v

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) Thank you. If we have told the public to come at 4:00 o'clock^ 
-- as long as I will be allowed to say the things that are written down, it Is okay wltii 
could probably take a little break and we can bring it up again at the public meeting. . . * «3&

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Yes, I agree with you.
that okay? The public is probably waiting around already, so shall we do that? We wbl take 
five or 1 0 minute break and you can go out and take a look at the ultralight that 1s flying «round 
outside right now.

Anybody will be able to speak,1'-Is 
hall we do that? We w1 VI take

--ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMUTEE ON HOUSING 

LAKE HARBOUR, JUNE 14, 1964

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) I would like to thank you for attending this meeting. Can
you hear me? Can the people in the back hear us? We have a tradition that if we have a public 
meeting we usually start with a prayer. I am going to make an opening prayer and it is up to you 
whether you want to sit or stand up.

— Prayer

I would like to first of all thank you for attending this public meeting even though it is very 
nice weather outside, and I am glad about It. Some committee Members are not present right now, 
but I was asked to act as the chairman during this meeting here. You will be given an opportunity
to speak on any of your views or concerns. I will make a brief statement on exactly what we are
doing but first of all I would like to introduce the committee Members. I will start from the far 
left, John T'Seleie from the Sahtu riding down in Dene country. The next one Is Michael
Angottltauruq from Kitikmeot East. Also, myself, you know who I am, I am from Baffin South. On my 
right 1s Eliza Lawrence from Tu Nedhe. The largest Member is Mike Ballantyne from Yellowknfe 
North and these are the committee Members.

The reason for us coming here is to listen to your concerns about housing. You probably have heard 
that we have been doing this throughout the communities. I would also like to indicate to you that 
we are not from the Housing Corporation but we are elected Members of the Legislative Assembly. 
Also, we are not from the government, but we are in between.

First of all, what we will be doing in this public hearing is you will have the opportunity to 
speak on any concerns about housing. If you have questions, we will not be able to answer them 
directly during this meeting. We are just having this meeting to make a report and after we have
visited all the communities we will make recommendations. So I am in a kind of a rush right now
because they will have to use the community hall tonight. To give you a chance to speak I will 
make these opening remarks brief. Any person that wishes to speak will have to step up to that 
table over there and please state your name and try to talk loud and you should try to keep the 
microphone very close to your mouth, as though you will eat it. Would any Members of the special 
committee like to make an opening statement?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to thank the community for inviting us 
to hear your views and concerns. I would like to encourage everyone, women and men, to tell us all 
your concerns so we can make a strong recommendation to the Assembly when we do our interim report 
1n November. We are not working for the association or the government. We are elected Members and 
any recommendations that we made we will see to it that they are followed up so that we can make 
changes for the betterment of all the communities. You are very lucky to have an MLA that Is 
interested and active in your own local committees. That will be a big help to all of you when we
sit in the Assembly. I would like to thank you for inviting us and please feel free to come up and
speak so that we can record everything you are saying. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Before somebody steps up, there has been a
mistake in the pamphlets that are printed in both Inuktitut and English. You will probably 
recognize the name because it should be the other way around. I have never been a nurse so you all 
probably know that.

— Laughter
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Any further comments or opening remarks from the special committee? We are anxious to hear your 
comments and views so I would like any person to step up to the microphone and make their 
presentation on housing.

MR. OLAMIE TIMĨLAAQ: (Translation) My name is Olamle Tlmilaaq. I have a presentation of concerns
that were given to me by the community of Lake Harbour and it concerns the rehabs. The furnace
takes up a lot of space In the rehabs. We feel there should he ? small storage space either ir.sids 
or outside the building In order to make more space. They also made the windows too small and they 
have asked us not too use too much electricity. But even after the houses are rehabed we still use 
a lot of electricity because the windows were made smaller. Since the rehabs are so small they 
should only have two bedrooms In order to make a larger space for the living room. They have three 
very small bedrooms but they are too small. The interior of the rehab looks a lot better but we 
would prefer that the rehabs should be done on the outside of the building.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any questions from the special
committee? They are probably all clear on what you said, so do you have any further presentations?

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) I will have to move on to a different topic. Thank you. I
will touch upon the floors of the newer buildings. The floors easily shift or warp and when that 
happens the nails start to show in the tiles, and we think the nails should be pounded harder 
during building In order to prevent them coming up. The tiles break easily In the newer buildings 
because they only have one sheet of plywood on the floor and we feel they should have better 
plywood on the building.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Are there any questions from the special committee? Do
you have further comments?

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) I am going to touch upon the inspectors of rehabs and new
buildings. When the inspectors visit these buildings they are always in a rush and they do not 
thoroughly Inspect. We feel that there should be an Inuk inspector to inspect these rehabs because 
he would have better understanding and would know the place a lot better. The tenants sometimes 
find more work even though the inspector has done his inspection.



CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Mr. Angottitauruq.

MR. MICHAEL ANGOTTITAURUQ: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am going to ask a question
about the employees of the housing association. I would like to know whether the housing 
association employees ran actually do the inspections on these buildings?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) I do not clearly understand you.

MR. MICHAEL ANGOTTITAURUQ: (Translation) I will speak in English and the Interpreters will
translate. (Fnrt nf t»**nsl at inn) I will ask ynu a nupstinn nnw По ули think the maintenance men
1n town are good enough to Inspect houses? Since they are living in the settlement and since they 
are maintenance men, they should have qualifications to know what is wrong or right after the 
contractor finishes the buildings or rehabs. That is my question.

MR. 0LAMĨE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) Thank you. We feel that If they are going to do inspections, 
they should not rush as they usually do, and then they could clearly understand what parts of the 
house need repair. In the future we would like to see Inuk Inspectors because we feel they would 
not rush as much. Is it clear now? Thank you.

-  2 1 1  - I

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): 
like to ask a question.

(Translation) Are you finished, Mr. Angott1tauruq7 Eliza would also

MRS. LAWRENCE: I understand what you are saying, that the inspectors are rushing through too fast
and are not taking their time. I also know tnat you have to be qualified and recognized as able to 
do these inspections. My question is, is there anyone capable of training to be an Inspector from 
this community? If so, have you requested any training in this area? Thank you.

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) We have never investigated this situation. No one has ever
applied for the position you are referring to.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. John, would you like to make a comment?

MR, JOHN T'SELEIE: Yes, I would like to ask a question, Mr. Chairman. You say that the inspectors 
rush their job. I would like to know what kind of things they do not inspect, what they do not 
notice and just exactly what the inspectors are not doing.

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) The results that we have seen on the rehabs is that after the
inspector was here some parts of the building were not completed and the tenants only found out
after the inspector left. So we would want a thorough Inspection of the whole house including
storage spaces. The toilets and the plumbing are always leaking and sometimes the fuel pipes are
leaking and sometimes the sewage tank is leaking. They should run the water when they do 
inspections and then they could see the house better.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Do you have any more comments Eliza? Is there 
anybody else who wants to question? Olamie, do you have any more concerns to bring up before 
anybody else comes up?

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) I think the public could support me if they want to. I will
finish my presentation afterwards.

MR. JOANIE IKKIDLUAQ: (Translation) You already said my name. I probably will not be as clear as
the first speaker. I am going to go back to the inspectors. After a qualified inspector inspected 
a building and after the new tenants moved into that new house they saw a lot of things wrong that 
had not been finished, so perhaps they could have someone from the board of directors to inspect 
the houses, so the inspector would not be alone. Even though they are not qualified they could 
help to find the mistakes or the things that are not finished. I know that these inspectors are 
qualified but they should have an Inuit because they know the North and the conditions.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any questions from the special
committee on that topic? Mo? I an going to let the people speak, first cone ftrst serve.

NR. NQOJALIAQ QÏMIQPIK: (Translation) My name 1s Noojallaq qinlqplk. I have been part of the
construction crew. I have told these construction people to dc It better but they never believed 
me. You are a special committee on housing, so I wonder If you could bring this up to the Housing 
Corporation committees so that the contractors will build a better quality house? Sometimes they 
do not do things properly. Perhaps maybe they rush the construction because they want to go back 
to their families. Also, they do not put proper foundations because the sand shifts around 1f the 
foundation touches the ground. Perhaps 1t would be better if the houses could have cement 
paddings. I know there are houses with cement paddings, although here we do not have that many.
The other communities are probably experiencing that problem. Some doors In the bedroom, if the 
house shifts you cannot close the doors anjmore. The tiles look good when the house is built but 
when the house shifts they go apart. The quality of that house Is not too good. If the foundation 
was closer these problems would be decreased because the foundations are too wide apart on some of 
the floors.

These are some of the things I have noticed when 1 was part of the construction crew. Because the 
contractors are qualified 1t Is hard to tell them what to do or how to improve things. They will 
not listen. Also, the houses are so dry that 1f you keep the traditional Inult clothing 1n the 
house, they get damaged. Perhaps in the future they should build a cool storage room. f am sure 
there are a lot of people who want to speak up so 1 will end 1t here. Thank you. I will go if 
nobody has any questions.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Is there anybody from the special committee
who would like to ask questions? There are no questions. He cannot always answer the questions 
that ere directed to us, but whatever you say 1s being recorded and collected, so I just want you 
to know that. Nothing will be wasted. Jamesle?

MR. JAMES IE KOOTOO: (Translation) Thank you. My name Is Jame9le. I am going t.o go back to the
Inspections. They have to be appointed and they have to have a certificate to be an Inspector. I 
have seen these Inspectors, say for electrical wiring or for furnaces, and a lot of times they have 
missed something that Is not 1л proper place. They should be accompanied by an Inuk on their 
inspections. When they first started to inspect In the past thsy used t.o have a licence but now 
they do not even show us any kind of paper saying that they are actual Inspectors.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Are there any questions from the special conm1ttee7 I
think somebody else wanted to speak up. There 1s a question from the floor, Mike?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Hr. Chairman. I agree with you that there should be Inult Inspectors
because I think they understand the problems better than someone from the south. I think there 
should be more training available to the people 1n the communities. But the question I would like 
to ask you Is when the inspectors inspect a house, do members of the housing association go with 
them when they do the Inspection?

MR. JAMES IE KOOTOO: (Translation) They never have anybody following them when they Inspect the
houses, but they have somebody from the hamlet council and right away they leave. Sometimes as the 
board of directors we go with them, but we cannot communicate with them at all. They let us know 
when they are going to come In so when they come in we follow them around. Before we have a chance 
to talk they just leave.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Are there any further comments from the special
committee? Would the person who wants to come up here please step up?

MR. NALEKTO0 LAITA: (Translation) Thank you. Ny name Is Malsktoo Lalta. I also hava a concern 
that the Housing Corporation raise the rent even though they do not come to tht conwunltles to 
check the buildings. I totally disagree with this situation. They just write us a letter and ask 
their erøloyees to Increase the rent. 1 think they should come around to the communities to check 
up on the houses before they Increase the rent. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Any questions from members of the special
committee? Who would also like to come up to the table to talk about housing matters? Please note 
that we will have to close the meeting if there are no further speakers.
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Thanlc y°u* y°o h*vc already mootloned щу name. Wien we first had that! 
■eeting, we had to and 1t becaust 1t was after 4:00 o'clock. Г want to talk about these two-storey 
ÎÏÏI-ÎÜ* I 4 y ,?!ïe “ ®k1"9 and a living room upstairs. If they are Ming to bull?
ÍÎÎÎÎLÍÍ*1® °/ buildings I think they should have tha living room end kitchen downstairs and the 
bedrooms upstairs. That 1* all I wanted to say. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Are there any questions from the special comlttee. There 
are no questions so we all understood what he néant.

HR. JAMESIE KOOTQO: (Translation) I did not gat a chance to touch upon tha nain facts of rents. 
I - Ü & Ü r ®  w per cent f**0* your gross pay before the Income tax 1$ deducted and that is our main 
problem and concern. The rant that we pay does not help us whan wa file our Income tax. I would 

th*îw . net р*У *kat we put in our pocket ba calculated for the fact that wt cannot deduct 
tha* from tha Income tax forms. Thank you.

DIAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Do any of you have any questions! John?

NR. JOHN T'SELEIE: Thank you, Hr, Chairman. I .Just want to get 1t clear. Is he telling us that 
rent 1s deducted from the gross pay and not from the net pay?

HR. JAMES 16 (COOTOO: (Translation) Tes. Before they taka the deductions off our cheques they
calculate the rent. They calculate 1t from the gross pay Instead of the яюпву that we put In our 
pockets. Did I answer your question?

HR. JOHN T'SELEIE: And gross piy would Include wages and family allowance payments or old ag>
payments, that kind of thing?

Ш .  JAMESIE KOOlDO: (Translation) I was referring to a person who Is employed. I do not really 
know the situation so I cannot completely answer your question.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, Arlooktoo): (Translation) Are there any further questions?

MR. ØALLANTTNEi I would like to ask a question. There seems to be a major problem with rents 1n 
every community that we have visited and I want to Just ask a question as an Idea of how to Improve 
the situation. Do you think It would be good If the Housing Corporation gave the housing 
association enoueh monay for their budget and then all rent that is collected could be kept by the 
housing association to do other work that they want to do Щ  the coxmunlty?

HR. JAMESIE KOOTOQ: (Translation) Do you want me to answer? Tes, It would be good but you have 
to have a lot of exparienci If that 1s going to be tha case. I would prefer that the housing 
association have «ore control over the rent within the community, but It cannot happen right now 
because the people who live very far away are the people who run the rent operations. That Is the 
main problem that we have around here. We cannot control the rent scale.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any more cornents from the special 
committee? I think Olamle wanted to speak again.

NR. QLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I Just want to continue the concerns 
of the people that were given to us, I am going to talk about the porches. The porches on the 
newer houses that are being built are too small and the second door la very small. If you htva 
children these porches are way too small. The living room area of these rehab houses 1s also too 
small. Because there Is no heat In the porch, It just fills up with snow. People feel the porches 
should be bigger and warmer. I am talking about the rehab houses. I do not think anybody could 
survive 1n the porch even if thqy wore warm clothes, Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any questions from the special
committee on that? I do not think there are any questions. I want to ask you a question. So you 
want some kind of a heating system In tha porches?

Ml. OLAMIE TIMILAAO: (Translation) Ves. People feel that It would be okay If the porches had soma 
kind of heating system.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Do you have any further comments you want to make?

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) Yes, I would like to touch on the corners of the buildings.
Th* exterior corners of the new bulldlnqs come off too easily. The wind blows away these corners, 
so we would like to see mors sturdy corners.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Yes, we understand now because there are a lot of this
type that are being blown away and Mike Ballantyne said he had lots In Yellowknife, so I will 
probably be able to bring some back, some large ones.

— Laughter

Any questions concerning corners? Do you want to go on to different comnents since there are no 
questions?

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) Yes, I would like to touch upon a different topic. This Is
part of what I mentioned earlier. The pump out plumbing for the sewage tanks Is too low and In 
wintertime the snow covers these pump out holes from the sewage tank and you have to take the snow 
off before you can pump out the sewage tank. Also the pump out holes are too close to the 
building, touching the building, and you have to move the sewage truck too do se to the building. 
We feel the pump out holes should not be as close to the building.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. I would like to ask the special committee If
they have any questions or did you understand him? Yes, they understand your comments.

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) I would like to move to another topic and it is concerning
doors again. The recent units are drafty and sometimes even snow comes In through the cracks of 
the door. Even when they are renovated they Improve for a little while and then it goes back to 
the old situation. I do not know exactly what should be done but we feel they should be building 
doors that are not too drafty or let in snow.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Is that Item completed? I would like to ask the special 
committee Members 1f they have any questions on this matter. They do not have questions on that 
topic. Please proceed to another topic.

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) My next topic Is concerning fuel tanks. The fuel tanks are too 
close to the exit. For example if the house was burning, the doors are too close to the fuel
tanks. We would prefer that the tanks are moved far from the doorway. Sometimes when the fuel 
truck delivers, the fuel overflows Into the building and we are concerned. The public has asked us 
to bring this concern up to you. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) There are two types of fuel. Are you referring to the
fuel tanks?

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) Yes, the fuel tanks are too close to the doors. That 1s
correct.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Do any Members of the special committee have any
questions? There are no questions, so would you like to proceed again?

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) Yes, I will be touching upon the future buildings that will be
built. We feel that the Insulation in future should be thicker than the one they are using now
because we have to conserve fuel and if the Insulation is thicker we will probably conserve a lot
more fuel. That is it. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) I would Hke to ask you, since they are using thicker
Insulation at the present time, do you still want it thicker than the one they are using?

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) Some people maybe do not understand that the present
Insulation Is thicker than the one that they used in the past, so I do not really know, but I think
the people were still referring to the ones that were used in the past.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Yes, I understand what you said. Are there any questions
from the special committee? there are no questions. Do you have a further presentation to make?
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MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) I have completed the ones that were brought up by the public
and I will voice my own concerns to you. I will ask you a question. Is this the only trip that 
the special committee will make Into the communities or are you going to have follow up conmunlty 
hearings In the future?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) I am glad that you asked that question. We will not bé
having other hearings In the near future because 1t costs a lot of money to have these type of 
hearings. I do not know If I will live a long time but I do not know If they will have other 
hearings while I am still living. These types of hearings are not too frequent, so personally I do 
not think there will be any hearings In the near future.

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) Yes, I understand, so I am going to make my own brief
presentation. Something has worried me since I was on the board of directors for the housing
association. I am concerned for the children that are growing up. Even If we had houses that came
on ships I do not know where we would put them. I want you to consider the younger people 
seriously. This Is what I wanted to bring up.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you for making your comments, and what you said was 
very clear. Do you have any more comments?

MR. OLAMIE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) Yes, I wanted to say something about rent. Even some of us who
are employed sometimes have a hard time trying to keep up with the rent. We do not want to start 
owing too much on rent. I feel that the maximum rent should be lowered. The rent scale should not 
Increase so frequently. Some of us would like to move Into cheaper places. Since you are not 
having a hearing 1n the near future I would like to give this presentation to you. I am not the
only one who Is willing to speak so I am going to give an opportunity for other people to come to
the table.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Eliza?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to make a comment. I am very pleased
and Impressed with your comments. As for coming back to this community, I doubt very much if the 
whole Special Committee on Housing will be back here, but any recommendations that we make will be 
sent to the community as well, and any follow up or any Improvement that has been made, you will 
probably be notified through your MLA because that will be dealt with at the Legislative Assembly. 
Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Mike?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In every community that we visited the housing
associations ' ave said they do not have the money or the power to properly do their job and every 
association 1 s asked us that we recommend that they be given more power. I wonder 1f you could 
tell us what powers you would like to have that you do not have right now?

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) Are you asking us which kicid of power we would like to have for
the housing association? I have not consulted with the other board of directors so I feel that I
should not answer that directly. Perhaps after a meeting with our board of directors when we have 
a clear understanding of which kind of powers we want, perhaps we can get back to you on that. 
Would that be okay?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Yes, that would be okay. That would be very helpful to us if you had a meeting of 
the housing association and wrote us a letter stating which powers you would like to have. It 
would help us very much 1n making our recommendations. Thank you.

A SPEAKER (male): (Translation) I understand. Thank you. I think I am finished. Perhaps there
are other people who want to bring up their concerns.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Elyiah Pudluk?

MR. ELYIAH PUDLOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I heard about the two-storey houses,
that some people from Lake Harbour did not want to see any two-storey buildings. I like the idea 
of having two-storey houses because I am living in one right now. The reason why I like it is
because in our community if you look at the landscape there are a lot of hills and rock and we have
a hard time getting space for new houses. When people were on local station getting their
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concerns together, this was the first time I heard that some people did not like two-storey houses 
1n Lake Harbour. These two-storey houses for today are more appropriate. Regarding fuel and 
electricity, the houses that we are living In right, now are not using as much fuel because I
checked the other houses when It was cold out and the rehab ones and the older houses, you have to
fill up the tanks twice before you fill up the two-storey building. I would like to stress once
again that I would prefer to have these two-storey buildings. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Any questions from the special committee?
There are no questions because they all understood.

MR. NOOJAL.AQ QIMIQPIK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to stress again about 
the powers of the housing association. The housing association should definitely have more power 
over rents. Depending upon your salary you have to pay more. We have been told by the housing 
association that If we lose some of our salary we will have to tell the housing association
Immediately. We were Informed that If we lose some of our salary they would decrease the rent that 
we are paying. So I would prefer that the housing association have more control over rent. Up to 
now they have not had control over the rent scale. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) We all understand your comment and It Is very
Interesting. Are there any questions from the special committee? Mike.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am not sure if I can explain this question properly.
We are looking at different ways to give the association more power. What I am going to ask you 1s 
only an Idea and I do not know if it will work. Would it be better at the beginning of the year, 
the housing association estimates how much rent they can collect over the year and they will say to 
the Housing Corporation, we will give you a certain amount of dollars, and It will be up to the 
housing association to decide the rent scale, to decide how much each person will pay 1n order to 
raise that certain amount of dollars. I am not sure If that is clear.

MR. NÛOJALIAQ QIMIQPIK: (Translation) In some part of the year some of us have seasonal earnings
and some of us who carve, that 1s the only way we earn. We know that they could decrease our rent
1f we go and tell the housing association that they have decreased our salary. But what you are
referring to about the one year's estimation, I think that is too long. I cannot really answer the
question you were asking, but if you have further questions or any comments, I would be more than 
willing to hear them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Mike?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It is difficult subject. The Housing Corporation say 
that they have to get a certain amount of rent in order to get money from the federal government. 
What I am trying to ask, 1s there a way that they can get that amount of rent that they need but 
that the housing association could decide how much each person pays. Is that clear?

MR. NOOJALIAQ QIMIQPIK: (Translation) Yes, thank you, and this 1s part of the reason I would want
to see more power within the housing association.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any further questions from the
special committee? Thank you. Also Jeanle Pudluk would like to make some comments. Please state 
your name.

JEANIE PUDLUK: (Translation) My name is Jeanie Pudluk. I think we could conserve more energy 1f
the windows are not too small because It would be brighter, so we would not use more electricity. 
Also, regarding the rent, I think the rents are too high. Although I do not pay that much rent the 
food Is very expensive and If the rent 1s too high we cannot the food that is really good for the 
body. In the South the food prices are a lot lower than in the North. If our rent was too high I 
do not think we could keep up, and this is what I wanted to bring up while you are available for 
comment. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any questions from the special
committee about the comments that were just made? Do you have any further comments that you would 
like to bring up?
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MS AKEEGOK EKELLUAQ: (Translation) My name is Akeegok Ekelluaq. I am the secretary for the
housing association. There are two senior directors of the housing association. If a person asks 
for certain things from the Housing Corporation INPHC get the material immediately. They give the 
tenants what they request, and I wonder why the Housing Corporation does not give their tenants 
what we reauest faster? I wonder how the Tnult Non-Profit Housi nn Corporation can *ot thd 
faster or their requests faster than the Housing Corporation and that 1s where I get confused.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) We understand but we probably cannot give you an answer
here but we will check up on this concern to the Housing Corporation, because of lot of these 
questions are going to be answered by the Housing Corporation.

MS AKEEGOK EKELLUAQ: On the topic of rents, I am staying In a rehab building unit. There Is no
storage space Inside the building and there 1s not even any closets In the bedrooms. Some of our 
household Items had to be kept out on the cold porch and some of the clothing has become moldy 
because of lack of storage space. That Is the main concern that I would like to stress to you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Are there any questions to the previous speaker, Mike?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Yes, I would like to ask a question to the previous
speaker If I could. Today we had a short tour of your community with Joe and we saw the two duplex 
units. One is owned by the Housing Corporation and one 1s owned by the Inult Non-Profit 
organization. I think 1t Is a good comparison of two different ways. I wonder If you could tell 
th *TNDur°f <the tw° un1ts do you thlnk <s better run 4,1(1 what are the advantages for a tenant 1n

MS AKEEGOK EKELLUAQ: (Translation) We tried to send questionnaires each month but we cannot
proceed with this any more. The questionnaire Included how the buildings could improve and other 
things. They were requesting about fans for one of the buildings and INPHC got their fan a lot 
faster and at the present time the Housing Corporation 1s not even providing the other building 
with a fan even though they are paying the same amount and even though both the tenants are looklnq 
after their houses very well. Did I answer your question?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Would you like to make a supplementary?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. That answers щу question. Do you think that the
tenants 1n the INPHC are consulted more than the tenants in the Housing Corporation unit?

MS AKEEGOK EKELLUAQ: (Translation) Yes. When some tenants replied to the questionnaire I sent
them down to the INPHC office. There are faster results whenever a request comes from the INPHC 
than the building that Is owned by the Housing Corporation.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Mike?

MR. BALLANTYNE: In the future would you like to see more houses built by the INPHC rather than the
Housing Corporation?

MS AKEEGOK EKELLUAQ: (Translation) Even if It was not INPHC, 1f it was somebody else who was more
concerned about the houses 1t would be okay.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any further questions? I do not
think so. Joanie?

MR. JOANIE IKKI0LUAQ: (Translation) Thank you. The thing I wanted to bring up was brought up as
to what kind of powers the housing association would like to see. We will write you a letter after 
the meeting with regard to the kind of powers we would like but personally I want to bring that up,
I feel that because we know the people of the community we should have control over the rent.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Any further questions? I just want to state
that we have limited time, although I do not want to stop the people from speaking. I think we 
were asked to finish the meeting at 6:00 o'clock. Andrew? I do not want to rush the meeting but I 
was worried about the time, but we do not have to worry. Salmanik Sagiaktok was next.
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IW. SAIMANIK SAGIAKTOK: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I Just want to make an addition tcj
what someone said regarding the two-storey houses. We were told that they do not use as much 
fuel. They still have a bit of a problem. If the house should burn there are no exit emergency 
doors upstairs. If they are going to build these type of two-storey houses they should have a 
1 «.Ma.. глпЬл Hnun wh-irh ho h« h in r*<e of * fire. ! would prefer tc css twc-stcrey bulldlrsgs 
herein Lake’Harbour as long as they have ladders In case of emergencies.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Thank you. Eliza?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you. I just have one question for the record. Are you saying that at the
present time there are no exit doors or stairs on the top floor?

MR. SAIMANIK SAGIAKTOK: (Translation) The second storey does not have an emergency ladder or
steps.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Do you have any further comments? Any more
questions? Thank you. Judea Goteleak wanted to say some concerns.

MR. JUDEA GOTELEAK: (Translation) Thank you for allowing me to speak. I have mentioned this to
the Housing Corporation. I like the two-storey houses but the bedrooms should not be on the same 
floor as the living room. They should have a living room area on the first floor.

I think that would be a lot better 1f they had the living room downstairs, and the bedrooms should
be located on the second floor. I did not want to move Into a two-storey house because you have to
climb up and down the stairs. If you are not In good health, too many steps are not good. The
two-storey houses are very good In winter. I lived in one house for one year and they were a lot
better than the houses that we have now except there are too many steps. For that reason I had to 
move out. I know that you will not be able to answer me right away, but I told the housing
association before but they could not give me any answers. I am employed here 1n Lake Harbour. I
work 12 full days 1n a month. I cannot keep up with my expenses because my rent Is set the same as 
for a person who 1s working full-time for a full month. I do not agree with this so I would like 
an answer to the question I have just presented.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you for your presentation. I cannot answer the
concern that you just brought up. It is not the only concern we have heard. Are there any
questions from the Members of the special committee? No questions? Do you have further comments?

MR. JUDEA GOTELEAK: (Translation) No, but I would like to thank you for giving me an opportunity
to speak.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Your comments are being recorded. Jamesie, would you like
to speak further?

MR. JAMESIE K00T00: (Translation) Thank you. As indicated earlier about housing authority and
control, I am very glad I can bring up this subject. I would urge you to bring up this subject on 
your reports. The housing association themselves tried to calculate the rent for the tenants here 
1n the community but the request was never answered by the Housing Corporation. That is all I 
wanted to bring up. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Any questions from the special committee?
Andrew? Do you want to go up and speak? Please proceed.

MR. ANDREW JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. As I said in the earlier session, most of щу
concerns relate to the administration and how if affects the hamlet and hamlet council. I would 
like to make a couple of comments just before I start. As the committee Is probably well aware,
the council is very concerned with land use planning and the design of houses. Bearing in mind the
cormtents made about the duplex, the two-storey houses, these kinds of concerns have been considered 
by the council and those two presently existing units are definitely considered to be experimental 
and are designed to give us a lot of information and messages as to how we proceed in the future. 
That may help clarify the amount of discussion about those houses so far.
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I have two specific documents which I will be giving copies to the committee and they relate to 
Inspection procedures and general correspondence and liaison between the Housing Corporation and 
people such as the hamlet council and contractors. In the example of late and Inadequate 
Information, I have a copy of a letter from the Housing Corporation to the hamlet council very 
poorly addressed to the chairman, board of directors, hamlet of Lake Harbour. There 1s no such 
person and there Is no board of directors In a hamlet council, which one would expect them to 
know. It Is dated May 29th and It advises us who the contractor 1s who has been awarded the 
contract to build the new houses for this year. The point I would like to make Is. I received thl* 
Information on June 6 and I had already found this out from my own sources prior to April 30th. It 
1s the kind of Information that the councils have to have 1n order to do proper site preparation 
and work on behalf of the Housing Corporation, and yet the very people who are supposed to give us 
this Information are the last to give It to us. I do not know If there any any questions at this 
point.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Eliza?

MRS. LAWRENCE: I have a question for you. Was there a tender put out for this or was the
community made aware that such a contract was going to be given out?

MR. ANDREW JOHNSON: Yes, the tender was a public tender and It was advertised to close on March 
31st.

MRS. LAWRENCE: My other question is were you aware or do you know of anyone who had bid on the
contract from Lake Harbour?

MR. ANDREW JOHNSON: Absolutely. That Is how I found out who the successful bidder was. I found
this out from the contractor himself long before the Housing Corporation had given us any
Information on this project whatsoever.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you very much.

MR. ANDREW JOHNSON: At this point we still have no drawings or detailed information from the
Housing Corporation as to what work they need us, the hamlet council, to do. It could well explain 
why some of their houses are on very poor foundations because the work Is not planned soon enough. 
The second Item relates to the way that Inspections are carried out. This is a copy of a contract 
that was given by the Housing Corporation through the agency of the housing association to the 
hamlet council for some repair work to one of their house pads. It was issued on May 12 last year
which 1s close to the end cf the working and construction season rather than the beginning. We
accepted the contract on the basis that we would do what we could under the circumstances of the 
late time of year. And attached to It is a letter dated November 24 which states, and I will read 
1t 1f I may: It Is addressed to myself as secretary manager and 1t reads as follows:

"Reference unit 1A, site pad foundation project. On November 16, 1983 an NWTHC representative 
Inspected the work on this unit as per the contract. Although the filling of depressions was 
difficult to determine due to snow coverage, 1t was reported that work has not begun to the pad. 
(Photographs are on file). As the funding on this project was available only until December 31, 
1983, and work can no longer be completed due to weather conditions, this contract Is therefore 
cancelled. For further Information contact myself or Bobby Burns at the district office.
Sincerely, Paulette MacLean, Program Off^er."

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Eliza?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am confused, sorry about that. You said the contract 
was given to put a padding and the letter came to you September 16th?

MR. ANDREW JOHNSON: No. The contract was Issued and signed on September 12th.

MRS. LAWRENCE: And 1t was cancelled September 30th?

MRS. ANDREW JOHNSON: No, it was cancelled by letter on November 24th because there was no evidence
of any work. There was just an arbitrary, one-sided cancellation because they considered no work 
had been done. The point is that they were unable to inspect any of the work because the area In 
question was completely covered in snow. In fact most of the work had been done but their 
inspector could not see what had been done because of snow.
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MRS. LAWRENCE: Mr. Chairman, I just have one comment to make. In our visits to the communities w* 
had lot of complaints about putting pads In the wintertime because In the spring It melts and 
shifts the buildings. This sort of Information will be very useful for us to make a 
recommendation. Those are facts and that 1s what we need. Thank you for letting us have a copy of 
It.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Do you have any more comments to make, Andrew?

MR. ANDREW JOHNSON: Not really, I just hope this has clarified the problem with planning and
Inspection procedures that the Housing Corporation tends to use.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Pudloo wants to make a presentation.

MR. PUDLOO MANGESIAK: (Translation) I disagree with the rent Increases so I will just touch upon
that topic. For us, the tenants, who are paying for the rent, after three months our rents are 
raised $35 more. I think the rent should be raised only once a year not, not every three months. 
This Is the problem that I see. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Are there any questions from the special
committee? We have heard this In different communities so it will support us 1n what we are going 
to recommend. Do you have any further comments? I wonder If there is anybody else who would like 
to make some comments? I tee?

MRS. ITEE TIMILAAQ: (Translation) My name is Itee Timilaaq. I also want to bring up the subject 
of rent. I have always disagreed with the rent I pay. My husband carves and when the carving 
prices are so low, I am the only one paying rent and I have to buy clothes for my children, and I 
have to feed them. I have to buy food almost every day and the food Is very expensive. This 1s 
the thing I wanted to bring up because 1t bothers me. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Are there any comments or questions from the special
committee? Do you have any further comments? Thank you for bringing up that subject.

MRS. LEAH AKAVAK: (Translation) My name is Leah Akavak. It is very hard for the people who are
unemployed because If one person is working in a house the rent gets quite expensive, so I am just 
speaking to support the people who think the rent is too high. After you guys are gone I do not 
want to say to myself that I had a chance to speak up and did not. Thank you for allowing me to 
speak.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Are there any questions from the committee? Thank you for
giving us your concerns because it Is being recorded.

MRS. LEAH AKAVAK: (Translation) I forgot one of the subjects that I wanted to bring up. It Is
about the calculation of the yearly salary on the rent because both my spouse and I are both 
working and it Is very difficult to pay for rent if you have no savings in your account, I do not 
like the idea of very frequent increases in the rent. That is what I forgot to tell you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): (Translation) Thank you. Do you have any further comments?

MR. MALEKTOO LAITA: (Translation) I almost forgot when I first made my presentation. I disagree
about the sewage pump out and also the hole that you put the water in because they are too close to 
each other. So 1f they are going to rehab, I would prefer that the two pipes are moved farther 
apart.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Arlooktoo): Thank you, that was very clear. Are there further comments, or do we
have to stop this meeting? I do not think there are many more concerns to be brought up at this
time and this 1s the last community for us to visit in the Baffin Island. We are quite tired. 
Since there are not too many people moving up to the microphone, I do not want the MLAs to sit too 
long, so before I make my closing remarks I would like to ask. the special committee 1f they have 
any comments to make. Michael?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First of all, on behalf of the committee I would like to
thank you for Inviting us to your community. We learned many things here today. The things that 
you have said will help us to make our recommendations. I would also like to thank your MLA and
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