
m

MR. T 'SELEIE: I ju s t  want to say that when you mentioned home-ownership that th is  year the Housing
Corporation set aside, lit the budget, they set aside $2.5 m illio n  fo r 58 u n its . I remembered when 
we were dealing with the budget in February, I ht ought U  up that the budget fo r home-ownership 
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doubled fo r  the whole T e r r i to r ie s .  But I wasn't successful with that but fo r  sure fo r next year 
I ' l l  be on to that again. I t  seems to me that $2.5 m il lio n  of th e ir  budget to be spent on 
home-ownership is r e a l ly  - -  compared to  what they spend on pub lic  housing, which is many, many more 
m illio n s  is r e a l ly  a drop In the bucket when there are so many people applying fo r th is  type of 
program. So, I ju s t  want you to  know th a t we are th in k in g  on the same lin e s .

MR. RAYMOND YAKALEA: Thank you very much John. I am very pleased to hear th a t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Raymond, you mentioned something about g e ttin g  log b u ild e rs  into the community to help
out with the b u ild in g  of these SSHAG houses. I am ju st wondering whether It  w i l l  be more fe a s ib le  
i f  we were to designate maybe a tra in in g  program. These recommendations are going to be going in 
the November session. Every Dene community to t ra in in g  the log b u ild in g  area so then you have the 
local resources in surrounding areas as well as the resources r ig h t in the community to  do the
work. Would that De a p r io r i t y  fo r  you?

MAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEA: Yes, I would say that would be a p r io r i t y .  That would be a p r io r i t y  1n
fact that when i t  comes to log b u ild in g , most of the men in th is  community, know how to handle a
power saw, know how to handle the to o ls .  How, some of the log houses they never have b u i l t
themselves but once they show them how, i t  does not take very  long to learn how to build in a way 
that is the best way. We have a man here who makes his l iv in g  b u ild in g  log homes and we have him 
in mind to  build  the homes i f  we get the money, i f  we are successfu l, and I hope that we are to put 
up four homes. Yes, I agree tra in in g  should become a p r io r i t y  e s p e c ia lly  in th is  part of the NWT
where we have a ll the raw m ateria ls , where we do n 't need to go south of the 60th p a ra lle l.  I t
doesn't make any sense to me, to  buy pre fab ricated  m ateria ls  from down there when we have m ateria ls  
in our own backyard.

MR. GARGAN: My other question would be with regard to government again and that is houses that are
b u ilt  p re tty  well in a ll the NWT, have to meet a certa in  standard. They have to go through the
e le c tr ic a l inspection , the plumbing inspection , the boards and the boards have to be a c e rta in  
grade. Do you th ink i t  is necessary to  go through a ll those standards ju s t to get a good home o r
do you believe  tha t the people know what to b u ild  best and c e r ta in ly  know. Do we need to go
through a ll  that procedure ju s t to  get a dwelling?

MAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEA: I think I agree with you. I th ink the people do know what they want and
what is best for them. The o n ly  thing I would contest is the e le c t r ic a l standurds and that is fo r  
only one reason and that would be sa fe ty . You know i f  you have fa u lty  w ir in g  you are bound to have 
a f i r e  sooner or la te r .  And I don't th ink  that that is good e ith e r, so, I th in k  that you should
never drop that. As fa r as plumbing is  concerned, I do n 't think you can ignore that e ith e r . I
mean you can have a house that doesn't smell too good. But I th ink the designs that people would 
lik e ,  i f  i t  is somewhere w ith in  reason, I think ra th e r than staying w ith  the Housing C o rp o ra tio n 's  
designs, which I have looked at and I wonder about the person who drew them up. When people want 
to build  log homes, people want to  have homes that re f le c t  character or re fle c t a b it  of th e ir  own 
s e lf  as long as i t  is not too extravagan t, I think something should be allowed fo r a r t is t ic  m erit, 
i f  you know what I mean. I would hate to  think tha t a ll log homes would a ll look the same. They 
have re a lly  no character and I th in k  houses and homes do add character to  a town.

Rn I th ink that there should be the designing of the house that the Housing Corporation has given 
us is r e a l ly  very good but 1 think other designs should come up as long as it  is not too 
extravagant as we were ta lk in g  about th is  afternoon, but something w ith in  reason where peuple could 
have a choice of a good designed home. I think th is  is very important.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any fu rth e r comments or questions? Mr. B a llantyn e.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I have a question for the Mayor. A concept that has been brought forward a couple 
o f times on our to u r is that housing associations because of very lim ite d  mandate and very lim ite d  
resources f in d  i t  very d i f f i c u l t  to deal from a p o s it io n  of strength w ith  the Housing Corporation. 
And the idea was put forward i t  might be in the in te re s t of the community i f  the housing 
association had a more fo rm a lized  re la tio n s h ip  w ith  the muncipal council whereby perhaps the 
housing association is d ire c t ly  accountable to the muncipal c o u n c il. Then I th in k  the community
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would be using the to ta l strength o f the community in  dealing  with th is  problem of housing and 
using the resources and the e xp e rtise  and a much broader mandate of mundpal council In dealing 
w ith  the Housing C orpora tion . Do you th ink that Idea has any m erit?

MAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEA: That Idea I b e lie ve  has a lo t  o f m e rit. As 1t stands we do not have a
working re la t io n s h ip  w ith  the housing associa tion  In those respects that you are ta lk in g  about. 
But I fe e l that I t s  important that the hamlet o r settlement or whatever council should have some 
s o rt of re la t io n s h ip  and the one that you are proposing 1s tha t they become accountable to  the 
hamlet or the settlem ent as fa r  as the houses they b ring and I b e lie ve  that Idea has a lo t  o f merit 
and I s tro n g ly  recommend that I f  that Is not a lready a recommendation.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I  would lik e  to  take that a l i t t l e  b it  fu r th e r .  I  th ink 
1t Is  v e ry  necessary th a t there should be a form alized arrangement w ith  the municipal c o u n c il.  I 
th in k  we must remember that the housing associa tions as they are set up now, I n o tice  the spread 
sheet that we have here on F o rt  Norman, that there  are two northern ren ta l houses and 35 p u b lic ,  
fo r  a to ta l o f 37, which r e a l ly  means you have a to ta l e le c to ra te  1n your housing associa tion  o f  37 
heads o f households. Because 1f you do not l iv e  In these houses or at le a s t have a va lid  
a p p lic a t io n , you are not even e l ig ib le  to vote. In other words you have no say.

I t  does not seem to make sense to leave the planning requirements for housing fo r a to ta l community 
In  the hands of 37 people, th a t 1s ne ithe r lo g ic a l nor democractlc. Housing, as I t  has been 
pointed out here and In other communities Is  not ju s t  a p ro v is io n  of s h e lte r ,  I f ' i t  1s not the most 
Im portant, 1t c e r ta in ly  1s one o f the most Important so cia l fa c to rs  w ith in  a community. I t  e ffec ts  
os has been pointed out, attendance In school, I t  a ffec ts  the hea lth , 1t a ffects  the general socia l 
make-up o f the community, you have fa m ily  c o n f lic ts  w ith  the overcrowding, I t  Is  a fa r la raer 
problem then ju s t p ro v is io n  of a wooden box with a door on 1t where you can qo and sleep 1n. And 
i t  should not be le f t  to  the lim ite d  membership o f  a present housing stock to decide, I would most 
s tro n g ly  support any move that we can make to b rin g  I t  1n as to have a formal committee of a 
municipal s tru c tu re  where everyone has a say 1n i t .  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): I ' l l  put you down then as fo r  th a t. R igh t now .you have committed
yo u rs e lf,  r ig h t?

MAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEA: Could I ask a question? Speaking of log houses. In Norman W ells I  have
noticed a number o f log houses, three. I would lik e  to  know whether they were b u i l t  in the NWT, 
whether th ey were log k i t s  that came from southern Canada to be b u ilt  1n Norman W e lls . John, do 
you know where I am ta lk in g  about? Do you know Ruby McDonald's house? That house, do you know 1f 
1t had been b u ilt  1n southern Canada, f t 's  a log house, but i t  1s a k it  house. Where did that come 
from?

I guess b a s ic a lly  what I am saying is  i f  they are not from the NWT, I be lieve  they are not and 
no one seems to have any facts but I would like  to  see something lik e  that discouraged lik e  1n the 
form of a loca l log b u ild in g  program.

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): I am not sure tha t any of us have that In form ation . I  know that there
are log humes - -  mea cu p la , mea cupla, I know that there are log homes being b u ilt  1n Norman Wells 
th a t are being b u i l t  from m ateria ls from the L ia rd  and b u i l t  by an in d iv id u a l who Is  a t e r r i t o r ia l  
res id en t. I  an not sure 1f those are the ones th a t you are re fe rr in g  to  or not.

I would ju s t  lik e  to ask a question in terms of the comments or the questions that Mr. B a llantyne 
put forward to you because i t  is  a concept that we heard not on ly here in the West but In  the 
East, in Frob isher Bay and Pangnirtung as w e ll,  I  th in k , that there was a comment being made about 
the hamlet having the housing association a committee or part of the hamlet s tru c tu re . So, my 
series o f questions 1s, you have a certa in  hamlet s ta ff  now, maintenance people as w e ll.  Housing, 
as Mr. Pedersen point out Is r e a l ly  a community m atter. I t  1s not a matter fo r somebody out there 
to d ic ta te  or ind icate  what should occur.

MAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEA: I t  Is v e ry  much a community concern, yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Municipal government cannot ju s t  be responsib le fo r the water, and the
dogs, and the garbage and sewage. There are other socia l aspects as has been pointed out. So, I 
guess what I am asking i s ,  the hamlets are funded by the Department o f Local Government to provide 
fo r  the h ir in g  o f people. Those maintenance people have a much b ette r renumeration than do the 
housing asso cia tion  maintenance people at the present tim e. I know they do. So, I  guess what I  am
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•spying Is  you would be 1n favour o f having the hamlet take on the housing a sso cia tion  to  be ab le  to 
provide  maintenance work from  the hamlet s ide  to t r y  a d d itio n a l maintenance men or resources 
because you are b e tte r funded than 1s the housing a sso c ia tio n . Maybe the re  would be more done In 
th a t  way. You are In  favour o f th a t kind o f a concept?

Ш О К  Rn'r'Hû® r'AKALEAĩ I r e a l l y  cannot speak in  favour o f the hamlet cou n c il because that has not 
come through the o ther c o u n c illo rs ,  but pe rso n a lly  speaking I  b e lie ve  tha t the hamlet now th a t Is 
respons b le  fo r  a l l  beings and houses and th in gs In s id e  the hamlet area should d e f in i t e ly  take  a 
d ire c t  In te re s t and should be d i r e c t ly  Invo lved with e x a c t ly  what you are saying .

‘ Ж  (Mr. McCall urn): Therefore  you b e lie v e , e ith e r  through the asso cia tion , g iven the Hamlet
d ire c t io n  to  the a sso c ia tio n , you would not have th is  example th a t has been re fe rred  to to n ig h t on 
d i2 r i nt ons.' l « r ge number o f  people In a small house, one person 1n a large house, tha t you 
would be abie to  do something about that so that everybody would be s a t is f ie d  I f  I t  were done 
through a Hamlet s itu a t io n , because that Invo lves the wholo community?

MAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEA: E x a c tly . From tha t point when we look at I t ,  1t Is from  the p o in t of
s a fe ty  fo r  the la rge  number o f people who l i v e  In the one house. Say I f  there  was a f i r e  or some 
s o r t  of a sa n ita ry  hazard o r whatever. I t  a ffe c ts , a l l  o f a suddYn, 21 people ra ther than one 
person, so I t  Is  Important looking at the numbers. We are aware of I t  and we re a liz e  that I t  1s 
Important fo r  us to t r y  our best fo r  the people l iv in g  In  an overcrowded house.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I  d o n 't mean that to  In anyway to a llude  to any k in d  of d i f f ic u lt ie s  that 
the  housing associa tion  has because I  know 1t Is  a v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  ro le  th a t they have to p la y .  1 
th in k  everybody on the  committee has heard th a t ,  that they are the ones being dumped on 1f you
l ik e ,  but they are being g iven d ire c t io n  In o ther places but. I f  the hamlet had I t ,  the d ire c t io n
would come from the people as Mr. Pedersen says because the hamlet represents everybody.

MAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEA: E x a c tly . That Is tru e . I th in k  the hamlet In t h is  regard would be more
l°,ch0tUnS ? L needS her? J Í ? r  h*v in 9 9° to  Inuvlk and get the okays. I  think part of

hínnH.Yu®1 i w . t0 tekf  r espons1b111ty fo r a l l  people and vessels and whatever In s id e  the Hamlet
boundary. Th a t's  something th a t goes without saying.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mrs. Lawrence.

i S ? f f CEi! Thank you. Raymond, I understand that you are Saying th a t to discourage people
from  g e ttin g  log k its  from the  South where there  is logs a va ila b le  fo r b u ild in g  homes. I  ju s t  want
to make that c le a r fo r  the record . That 1s what you are asking us?

MAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEA: I th in k  I t  comes down to  the fa c t  that there  are people here In the NWT who
o p o n b id Th°rê a ?r ,h4 S w«e \r ®, l00k1n9 » t  Possib le  Jobs fo r people, housing can provide  Jobs fo r  

The m ateria l Is 1n th is  area and I don't see why we have to buy log k i t  homes from 
southern Canada when we have logs o f equal q u a lity  here 1n the North. I would l ik e  to d tsV o u ra S

proceed 9 ’ "  the nterests th a t some s o rt  of a y1ab,e lo 9 house In d u s try  can progress or

>AWl E,l CE: Л  Ju s t ??nt t0 fflake one o ther coiment. I  understand what you are saying. I 
t00.bhat, many t1me.s they so t the lumber and m ateria ls  l ik e  that from  the South where we 

a c tu a lly  ha»л the lumber coming out o f  the T e r r i to r ie s .  L ife  F o rt R esolution  Sawmill has a lo t  of

I th in kMR. RAYMOND YAKALEA: Yes. I  b e lie ve  that we should be supporting our own In d u s trie s  too. 
i t  is  important i f  they are to  succeed 1n anyway. So, I  would agree w ith  you .

th iS  a f t f noon<1"  P riv a te  about the p o in t of people g e ttin g  SSHAG homes who r e a l l y  
do not need I t ,  you ra ised  a p o in t and I th ink you made a very ju s t i f ia b le  p o in t . And we know the 
r J i r SV 0n hce r e Tbut * think th a t the a llo c a tio n  o f SSHAG homes should be r e a l l y  looked at 

4S,°V 1 J ust b rin g in g  up something w ith in  our conversation but I  think that 1s
Important because I t  has been ta lked about here In th is  community a lso.

MRS. LAWRENCE: That was brought to our a tten tion  as w e ll.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.
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HR. GARGAN: Thank you , Hr. Chairman. Just one question to Raymond. I have been t r y in g  to get a 
good answer fo r  th is  since we started  th is  to ur and th a t Is  I  th ink  John T 'S e le le  mentioned tha t 
the re  Is  about 58 houses designated fo r  the whole T e r r i t o r ie s .  I guess iqy question would be how 
you see these houses be designated to  the communities, should I t  be 1f the more aggressive HLAs 
scream the  lou dest, they w i l l  get more fo r  th e ir  constituency? Or maybe 1t should be based on per 
c o p its , maybe on s popu lation  bs$e, so th s t there Is always tha t Incentive  there  th a t, f n r  evamnle, 
In  Fort Norman there  1s 600 people so that means fo r  every 100 people there  would be one house 
designated or whatever, Just using th a t  as a f ig u re .  Then eve ry  y e a r ,  F o rt Norman would probably 
get s ix  houses. So, there Is  always that In cen tive  there  th a t 1f a person loses out t h is  ye a r, at 
le as t he has next year to look forward to  g e tt in g  a house. Do you th in k  th a t that Is a f a i r  way o f 
a llo c a tin g  houses or do you th in k  I t  should be based on need o r the most aggressive  HLA?

NAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEA: Th is question here catches me by su rp rise  because I  have never considered 
I t  before but I  can see from where you are asking th is  question as yo u rs e lf and John both represent 
an area where I am sure you have lack  of housing 1n you r area, you have a housing shortage as much 
as we do 1n th is  area here. To be honest w ith  you , I haven 't r e a l ly  thought about I t  and I cannot 
r e a l ly  cannot g ive  you an answer. I t  1s something t h a t 'a t  some po int 1n time that perhaps In 
fu rth e r d iscu ss ion , we could come up w ith  something. I  r e a l ly  have no answer fo r  you, I  am s o r ry ,  
but I  understand very  much, 1t Is a v e ry  v a lid  concern that has to be dealt w ith .

HR. GARGAN: I  b e lie ve  that you have a regional council here too. Maybe th a t w i l l  be another way 
o f approaching I t .  I t  Is probably going to be easier to say designate so many houses to each 
region  and the reg io na l cou n c il themselves designate to  the communities most in  need. That Is 
another o p tion  I thought I would b r in g  up.

MAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEA: I was just g iven  a note here and 1t was b a s ic a lly  about lack o f housing. 
R e a lly  the  question Is ,  where are the ones who are l iv in g  1n th ree  bedroom houses going to  be 
moved? And tha t b rings up another problem. There r e a l ly  Is no o th er place to  move them here In  
F o rt  Norman. So, b a s c la lly  we are ta lk in g  about people, e ld e r ly  people, sen io r c it iz e n s ,  —  th a t 
a lso  puts pressure on us where I f  the re  1s one person l iv in g  1n a th ree  bedroom house versus the 21 
people l i v in g  1n a house, what do you do, where can you move the one person 1f that were possib le? 
Maybe what Is p o ss ib le , is  a senior c it iz e n s  home. I am not sure, t h is  1s something that has to  be 
discussed fu rth e r  but with t h is  whole lack of housing shortage there r e a l ly  1s not anywhere to move 
them. So there you go, you are  stuck again.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum) Chicken 1n the egg. Which comes f i r s t ?  Just one question I had then, 
Raymond. To your knowledge, has there  been a request o f socia l services and or the Housing 
Corporation to provide  a se n io r c it iz e n s  u n it here In the community?

MAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEA: They say ye s , but I am not aware of I t .  Rocky says the board o f d ire c to rs  
o f the Housing Corporation have asked fo r  a sen ior c it iz e n s  home.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Through you then to Rocky, what has been the  response?

MAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEA: The senior c it iz e n s  did not want to move In to  a sen ior c it iz e n s  home. A t 
the same tim e, I  can understand where they are coming from to o . You know, why should they g ive  up 
th e ir  house to l iv e  w ith  a bunch of people.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): S u re ly . They have r ig h ts  as w ell as anybody e lse. Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Although I am c e r ta in ly  not prepared to  say what 
recommendations are going to  come out o f th is  committee ye t but i t  does appear q u ite  c le a r  from our 
tra v e ls  so fa r that we are not going to  be able to come w ith a recommendation on one program that 

'w T l l  so lve the housing need nor on one type of house. Log houses obviou sly seem to make sense here 
but as you sa id , they would not In B a ff in  Is lan d .

One need that seems to come through 1n every community 1s the one you Just mentioned, what do we do 
w ith  the one person or two person fa m ilie s  and the desire  fo r  I t  seems to have ch i'ijed  over the —  
at least in the past 10 y e a rs , and there  very d e f in ite ly  seems to be a need now ’or one bedroom 
type  apartments. Perhaps th e re  are some being b u ilt  throughout th e  North th is  yo a r, they have 
re fe rred  to  as n1ne-plexes, they have e igh t one-bedroom u n its  as row housing and a three bedroom 
u n it  on the end as a caretakers u n it fo r  that whole block of housing. A few years ago there was 
q u ite  a b it  o f p u b lic  opposition to  l iv in g  In row housing, the apartment type s tru c tu re  o f row
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housing, but there doesn't seem to be th is  opposition  anymore. There seems to  be q u ite  a d e s ire  to 
have thЛ  that we should have an o p tion a l housing from one bedroom and maybe even bachelor un its  
and a ll the  way up to  the la rg e r  houses. And I would venture to  say tha t I f  we had such u n its  that 
we would not need the  more fo rm a lized  and t ra d it io n a l sen io r c it iz e n s  home. I th in k  maybe seniors 
would not mind moving to these units* Would you have any connents on th is?

MAYOR RAYWND YAKALEA: As fa r  as s in g le  u n it homes are concerned, the Idea had been brought fo rth  
th a t  1t should In vo lve  younger people and there Is  an excessive  number o f younger people who cannot 
J *  *  Rock&  and A1vin  had« sî* te í -  l t  1s v1rtua1’ y  Im possible r ig h t  now to  get home when

5  ?<r A  y0U< areu m arried. So you create something but a housing dllennia f o r  young 
people t r y in g  to  f in d  housing but also I f  people who are s in g le  *iho would l ik e  to move out o f th e ir
K ? Û n í 0h,MÎH<nUh1î!h .,n i th 2  “ "î* * 1 o f h u n g e r people having a place where they could l i v e ,  or 
apartment b u ild in g s , that Is  where I have heard but not In the context of senior c it iz e n s  though 1n 
several o th e r communities, I t  has worked but I have heard I t  1n the context o f younger people.

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): Any fu rth e r  comments or questions o f the Mayor? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank yo u , Mr. Chairman. F i r s t  o f a l l ,  I  guess th is  1s ju s t  an o bse rva tio n , when
housing boards mentioned about the sen io r c it iz e n s  homes. I do not know whether you know or not
I f  the e ld e rs  were ever approached w ith  regard to  th a t. Of course, they w i l l  probably qet a
negative response everytlm e I f  they are not consulted. We have a good example 1n F o rt Providence, 
where we do have a sen io r c it iz e n s  home but I t  1s s o rt o f Individus* apartments, you have access to 
a back and fro n t door and you also could put up your l i t t l e  smoke house and everyth ing . For the 
e ld e r ly  abled people but we a lso  have a sm aller lo c a tio n  where you do have what they call a l iv e  In 
guard an o r whatever. Younger couples th a t l i v e  there and they take care of the more disabled 
e ld e r ly  people and 1t works p re t ty  good In  Fo rt Providence and I thought I should le t you know 
th a t we have that typ e  of a set up the re . I t  works p re tty  good b a s ic a lly  because I t  Is accessib le  
to  the community, f i r s t  of a l l  and people do respond a lo t  more to the senior people, they provide 
them w ith t ra d it io n a l foods. I t  works p re t ty  good ra ther than a b ig  one b ig  b u ild in g  where they
f r o m ^ haï e a ,andu ever>th1ng e lse  and that sort o f a lien ates them
from  the community I t s e l f .  I  guess that Is  what the e ld e r ly  people are a fra id  of maybe.

ü î î 0rfeî! lYî ! î? DJ Al iÜ Efn  „ Thatc po« i b ly  1s v e ry  tru e . I  th ink  th is  idea o f a senior c it iz e n s  home 1s 
not dead y e t  in the town of F o rt  Norman. I f  I t  comes to council to look s tro n g ly  In to  i t ,  th is  Is 
a problem that has to  be looked at and as you say senior c it iz e n s  a lso  have r ig h ts  and should be 
respected. But I t  1s something that should be looked Into fu rth e r .

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): Anyth ing  fu rth e r?  Thank you very  much, Mr. Mayor fo r  being here and we 
appreciate the comments and suggestions you have made. 9

MAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEA: When can we expect some s o r t  of recommendation from th is  group.

ÎÜ i I Ü T  ,We make an inter1m re p o rt In the f a l l  session 1n November on ce rta in
. . 1 ™ ,nk we can make 80 ,n te r1m re p o rt, we a n tic ip a te  having a great deal of d i f f i c u l t y  

u î h , !  * tbe C0!™unJ ^ es ^ a t  have asked us to come In J u ly ,  August, September and October. 
L b l 1ĸaWay«.i.0rl  Vhe f1 rs t гои,п<1, two weeks< Th1s one* rou9hl y  П  to  12 days because In  some 

that because people have to  come from the East but we w i l l  be making an In te rim  
f g Is la tu re  on ce rta in  recommendations that we can come to  an agreement on, th a t Is 

we could press fo r p o lic ie s  and changes p o ss ib ly . Our to ta l re p o rt, we w i l l  l ik e ly  t r y  to look fo r
m »irfXtaennnSí°hn because °f °ur 4 " *  ,1m1t because H  w i l l  be Impossible to heed a ll th e  concerns and 

4 enougb reccmiTieotJat 1 °ns fo r  something but you can expect something to  come out o f  th is  
committee s f i r s t  t r ip  around the communities In November during the f a l l  session. I t  w i l l  not be 
^  etL ând WH a/ ei T u * try1 ?9 t0 snow anybody in  sayin9 that *e are going to  be doing a l l  these 
n n cc îĸ ia d r l e r f ,Ul th í ngs in  a y®ry  sbo rt Pe rio d  o f tim e. I t  Is  not going to  be humanly 
poss ib le , ^aoh °f us has re s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  1n our own communities because we are elected and we 
have re s p o n s ib il it ie s  to  our fa m ilie s  as w e ll ,  so I t  Is very d i f f i c u l t  to  get around. But we wlï? 
making something and I  hope th a t we would have something that would be pe rtinent to  concerns that 
have been ra ised  1n the  communities In November. a

MAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEA: Thank you very much. Just before I go I  would l ik e  to  once again thank the 
« н Рте 0ni í h,e4Lhou* ng ,со™ 1иее and we n o tice  there are two MLAs here from the Eastern A rc t ic  
and I  would l ik e  to ask them I f  they have ever been to th is  part of the Western A rc t ic  before? The 
In u lt  Members, have th e y  ever been to  th is  part o f the country before?
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MR, AR LOOK TOO: (T ra n s la t io n ) This Is  not the f i r s t  time I haye been to the Western A r c t ic .  I t  Is  
the f i r s t  time I have gone to a number o f communities l ik e  th is .  I am from B a ff in  Is la n d .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. A n go ttlta u ru q .

Wl. ANGOTTITAURUO: I have never really actually been In t.h«se settlements. I have been tn the
West, as fa r  as In u v lk , but I  have never v is ite d  these communities 1n the tre e lln e  on a re a i 
business t r ip .

MAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEA: The reason th a t  I ask 1s that 1t was noticed by the o ther members of the
community, that since you have never seen th is  town or th is  part o f the coun try befo re , we would 
just l ik e  to  welcome you and wish that you have a good s ta y  here. That Is why I ask. So thank you 
very much, and I hope you enjoy your s ta y .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you v e ry  much, Mr. Mayor. Are there fu rth e r corments from anybody
on housing?

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: I t  was ju s t  brought to  my a tte n tio n , a lso when I was In the m eetings, th a t
they are taking the rent out o f the gross Income, Instead of the net. They should be ta k in g  1t out 
of net Instead o f g ross. The government doesn 't take them out o f the gross Income and these 
houses are government houses, they are being funded by the government, the Housing C o rp o ra tio n . 
These houses are a c tu a lly  government houses, so they should do I t  the same as the government does.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I guess you are making a comment, that Is a recommendation you would l ik e
to make Is It?  We appreciate the recommendation. When you say net Income, are you r e fe r r in g . . .

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: A f te r  a l l  deductions.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): ...w hen you say a l l  deductins are you re fe r r in g  to CPP, Canada Pension;
UIC, unemployment Insurance; as well as the federa l and/or t e r r i t o r ia l  income tax?

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: What I am saying 1s, a cheque th a t I b rin g  home, that Is  what they should
base I t  on.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That Is  something we have heard before.

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: One o f our concerns as a board o f the housing associa tion  Is th a t we have
been t r y in g  to  get a garage here fo r  Housing C o rp o ra t io n ...

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Before you get sta rted  on any kind o f Christmas l i s t ,  le t  me say I t
again, Mr. T 'S e le ie  said 1t in the beginning - -  we are not with the Housing C orpora tion .

MR, ROCKY NORWEGIAN: You asked us to b ring up our concerns, so we are b rin g in g  up our concerns as
a board of d ire c to rs .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): A l l  r ig h t  we w i l l  note th a t.

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: You see we have asked fo r  a garage fo r years and they kept t e l l in g  us th a t
they need 1t 1n th is  o ther p lace, th is  other p lace. They t e l l  us that every year and then th ey 
complain to us fo r  having our lumber la y in g  ou tside  - -  where 1n the h e ll are we supposed to put 
It?  They g ive  us three old houses th a t are a c tu a lly  f i r e  hazards, I f  the f i r e  marshall walked 1n
th e ir r ig h t now he would probably c lose i t  r ig h t  now. And a c tu a lly  one of those b u ild in gs  was the
o ffic e  fo r the Housing Corpora tion . We f in a l l y  had to rent a place o f f  the se ttlem ent, or hamlet 
now. So we ju s t  thought maybe when you are down In Inuvik  or something that you could make a note 
of I t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Okay, I put I t  down on the l i s t .

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: That Is a l l  I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. W right.
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2 ' h î f Uf w] ĩ ,0" )  1 am from  T?r t ..Norman- A lo t  o f people have made comments before
?* but 1 í * ve a few " ords to  say to  you . Thank you fo r  coming here. We are d iscussing a lo t o f
Issues. Th is  Is a way to  work good to ge th e r. Whatever the people say Is  r e a l l y  tru e , they are a l l  
working on I t  and experience the d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  tha t Is why they are ta lk in g  about I t .  A lo t o f  
пм'Ппп!>в0£ е 11kĩ  t0 £H Î1d the1r ° "n homes and <to something fo r  themselves, f  guess I t  Is  
nf11:owîiuIГ 1 Ге th i t  y0ii hCar th  s* as you 90 a,on9 1nt0 the cowounltles I guess you hear those kinds

We are not a l l  l i v in g  the same In the Northwest T e r r i t o r ie s .  A lo t  of us have d i f f i c u l t ie s .  So I  
” 1 r í  ab°u\  W  experience in housing. Last ye a r I  got into a housing program and Ĩ

got housing m ateria l and I  was very th a n k fu l. On the SSHAG program we got a b lu e p rin t th a t we had

Í J ° ” S  at l . 1̂ ^ p re t4 hardi 0:  us t0 fo11or  U * So l f  you have in s t r u c t ^  f t  Is n k e  to  work w ith  them then you know what you are do ing. But 1t 1s p re tty  hard when you do n 't have an 
In s tru c to r ,  doing something you don 't know enough about. У

Another th in g  Is th a t I t  is  so hard to  have money. I f  we had enough money to  do the work
everybody would be happy to work and then you could do a lo t  o f good, but I f  you do n 't have the

S y t  v b. r ï r f f i ah i tr ;  L° Й  ^ " 0гк do" e* 11 15 p re tty  hard t0 90 and h1re W b o ! î  th a tVek n í «  wnat they are do ing, to  go and work on the house.

п » « «° ИЙЛ̂ а̂ Л 0иг аГе hea,! . t0 V StA ” t0  our conn,ents> our d i f f ic u l t ie s  that we have In housing, I  
guess now th a t I am speaking to  the committee, you w i l l  l is te n  and t r y  to so lve  those problems. 
The young people itf»o spoke before me -  th is  way a l l  people w i l l  help  one another. In the futu re  
you w i l l  be speaking on behalf o f us, we w i l l  a l l  be working together and i t  w i l l  be a qood 
« ĩ a r l0nSb P i i S J n u^e. fu tu f e* So 1* Is not o n ly  me tha t has problems. Anyone that was on the 
SSHAG program w i l l  be having d i f f i c u l t ie s  w ith  In s tru c to rs  and th ings lik e  th a t. This is  why we 
r e a l ly  run In to  a problem and th is  1s why I  mention 1t to you.

So now tha t I  have been s i t t in g  1n the meeting and you ta lked  to  us and our young people spoke to  
Y  why  I am speaking to  you now. So now th a t some o f  the young people who are

representing  the people from Fo rt Norman and they are concerned about th e ir  people and th e ir
í î i ! Í H Í . c h ĩ ? y * f Î lk  ab,°Ut ^ б ,Г  d 1 ff,c ,u1t1es- They want bette r l iv in g  con d itions aid b e líe í
re la t io n s h ip  with people. They are th in k in g  o f today and o f the fu tu re , th is  1s why th ey spoke
tftAenüiank Г  *9? w® ta1k to  one another and i f  we fo llo w  one another, our minds w i l l  be
to ge the r. We need to  ta lk  to  one another and l is te n  to each others concerns, th is  1s how we w i l l

îha^ a urne ,a t L r h1p t09ether <n the f ,u tu re * 1 thank you th a t " e « "  b ring  our concerns to  you I
you "can.°U Than Ty ou°.U f h a t T s l l l  1*^3? ĩ o ^ y . 11 1$ "°‘  M S y’ bUt h°P e fü l,y  y0U w1"  do the ***

l hank уои' Л г - Wr19ht. I keep t e l l in g  these people here that we always 
^ kf r  "  H e * ! ldr s have. pay’ed the way- 1 thank you fo r your conments. The reason we are

hear Is  to  l is te n  to  what people have to  say. They d o n 't pay much a tten tio n  to o ld people l ik e

So I thank you very much fo r

— Laughter

People pay a tten tio n  to  what you say because that is  how th in gs work, 
your very good words. Mrs. Lawrence.

J hank you'  Mr* Chairman. I would ju s t l ik e  to make a cornent to  Mr. W rlaht I  
*!cefd ] J ke t0 ,thank bim too fo r  In v it in g  us here. Any comments th a t he has made w i l l  be very 
useful fo r  us to make our recommendations to  the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly, when we make our In terim

. ' r ’V ’î' ‘h's И hi. as *11 th.t .n,” e l  Z  „Й
a chance to  speak to n ig h t, and i f  they have a comment, they can always w rite  i t  down and send 1t to  
our specia l com nlttee. Once again, mashl cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any other conments? Thank you Mr. W right. 
Members o f the committee - -  I  am s o r ry ,  go ahead, Rocky Norwegian.

I f  I may then speak fo r  the

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: I  am saying something about the HAP program. Paul may have mentioned I t  
People are app lying fo r  th is  grant and they were to ld  that they had to  fo llo w  the b lu e p rin ts  that 
rfp<?níĩr1 « e i J n «  JhWkn1fe* People who are b u ild in g  these houses should be able to have th e ir  own 
design, as long as they are up to th e ir  l im it  of whatever they are g e tt in g . They should be able to
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design or b u ild  th e ir  own house, as long as they s ta y  w ith in  th e ir  l im its  of what they are 
g e tt in g . They have to  l is te n  to  Y e llow kn ife  or whoever Is doing the b lu e p rin ts . I  Just thought I 
would mention t h is .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: I  ju s t wanted to ask one question . Rocky, do you th ink  the present funding fo r  the
SSHAG progrm 1s adequate?

л .  ROCKY NORWEGIAN: Well I  f ig u re  I t  should be ra ised a b i t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Well again, i f  there  1s nothing fu r th e r ,  I would lik e  to  take th is
op p o rtu n ity  to  say thank you to  the people who turned out th is  evening. I want to  thank Mr. 
T 'S e le le , the MLA, your represen ta tive  In the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly, fo r  being here again and having 
us come up to  h1s con stitu en cy. I  would l ik e  to  thank the Mayor and the c o u n c illo rs ,  the 
people In the associa tion  fo r  tak ing  the Members of the committee around, meeting us at the a irp o r t  
and tak in g  us around to see the various houses 1n the conmunltles and making the various comments 
that were made, fo r our knowledge. I  would l ik e  to thank the band and the c o u n c illo rs  o f the band 
as w ell fo r th e ir  support and o bv io u s ly  to  people 1n F o rt Norman 1n general, fo r  the h o s p ita l i t y  we 
have received 1n th is  very short time we are here.

The cements we have heard are comments that we w i l l  take , and I want to assure you that we are not 
ju s t  coming around, p u ttin g  1n an appearance and then going and not doing anything about I t .  We 
take the re s p o n s ib i l i t y  th a t we have v e ry  s e r io u s ly . There are two o ther Members th a t are not 
here, Mr. Ludy Pudluk from Resolute Bay and Mr. E l i ja h  Erkloo from Pond In le t .  There are 10 
Members, we w i l l  be t r y in g  to persuade the other 14 Members In the  Assembly to have the government 
change the p o lic ie s  fo r  doing th in g s . I f  we come out together, a fte r  l is te n in g  to  what people are 
t e l l in g  us, then I th ink that we w i l l  be ab le  to have something new and d if fe re n t  occur fo r  
housing. I

I  want to thank you very k in d ly  fo r  tu rn ing  o u t. I want to thank Mary Rose Wright fo r  her he lp . 
Laura and M ain and E r ic a , the In te rp re te rs , and Chris fo r  his work as w e l l .  These are people who 
tra ve l with us, without th e ir  he lp , In a lo t o f  cases, understand. I have made reference to Penny 
as being our c o -o rd in a to r. She keeps involved with everybody. We have thorough ly enjoyed the 
v is i t  here - -  short though I t  may be, I hope tha t we would be able to make some recommendations In 
our report th a t you might fin d  acceptable. We are not going to  bat a thousand, 1f we even get 
part o f our recommendations through the House, I th in k  there w i l l  be a change In  the wsy th in gs 
happen. Again thank you and In E liz a  and Sam's words, mashl cho, or In J o e 's ,  qujannamllk. Thank 
you.

— Applause 

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING

HOUSING ASSOCIATION OF FORT FRANKLIN, JULY 12. 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCalTurn): Before the evening meeting to n ig h t ,  I would ju s t l ik e  to  t e l l  you tha t we 
are a committee of the L e g is la tu re , a ll the Members are MLA's, th ey are e lected . We have a specia l 
committee that w i l l  be moving around q u ite  a few communities to hear people ta lk  about the concerns 
o f housing. My name Is Arnold McCalium and I am from F o rt Sm ith; on the end Is  Sam Gargan from 
Fo rt Providence; Michael Ballantyne from Y e llow kn ife . You know John T 'S e le le  who 1s yo u r MLA from 
Fort Good Hope; E l i ja h  Erkloo from Pond I n le t ;  Michael A ngotlttauruq  from Gjoa Haven; E l iz a  
Lawrence who represents F o rt  R eso lu tion , Tu Nedhe, but she liv e s  In  Ye llo w kn ife ; and Red Pedersen 
who is  from Coppermine, who represents K ltlkm eot West. We have In te rp re te rs , who In te rp re t from 
En glish  to In u k t ltu t  fo r  our In u k t itu t  Members, and Laura of course w i l l  do Slavey tra n s la t io n , 
when you speak In S lavey. Speak s lo w ly , Laura has to tra n s la te  I t  to E n g lish  and the other g i r ls  
have to  tra n s la te  I t  from English to  In u k t ltu t .  I t  does not matter I f  you want to speak 1n S lavey 
or 1n E n g lis h , so I f  I could get somebody to introduce you r people and then we could go from th e re .

LENA CLEARY (T ra n s la t io n ) :  On my fa r  r ig h t  1s Cecilea Modeste who Is the chairperson fo r the
Housing A sso cia tion , Rosie Sewi, John Baton are d ire c to rs  fo r  Housing, C e c il ia  Baton is  from S o cia l 
Services and C h ie f George Kodak 1n.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCalium): Thank you, so we can s ta rt . We are here to l is te n  to your concers about
housing so you can s ta rt  to  t e l l  us. Again, you w ill  have to speak In to  the microphones and you 
can ju s t  turn them around when you want to speak because we record everyth ing  what Is said as w ell 
as tra n s la te d . When you speak, please ind icate you r name so that when Its  transcribed  we w il l  know 
who 1s saying what. So i f  you would lik e  to s t a r t ,  Lena.

LENA CLEARY: The one concern about housing 1s the Management Agreement, the Housing board members 
said they do not want to  sign I t  th is  year unless we go through i t  w ith them. They want the Housing 
Committee to go through the Management Agreement with them, as they do not have much a u th o rity  over 
anything and they do not have much power. Their main concern about housing Is that they do not have 
much power. I a lso  have a few th ings too. The rent sca le  should be based on housing typ e , because 
we have northern re n ta ls  and pu b lic  housing and yet the people s t i l l  pay the same fo r  the northern 
renta l and the p u b lic  housing and some o f them don't have running water and they are paying the 
same p r ic e  as the pu b lic  people. Many people In  Ft. F ra n k lin  have large fa m ilie s  and y e t  they are 
s ta y in g  In three bedroom housing and that is a l l  we have —  three bedroom housing. don't have 
any fo u r  or f iv e  bedroom housing. A lo t  of young people have approached me about having s in g le  
housing, they may never get married but they w i l l  be In F t .  F ra n k lin  fo r so many years and yet they 
are s t i l l  s ta y in g  w ith  th e ir  parents. Another thing I want to mention Is  when we were w alking 
around with the special committee, we were ta lk in g  about s e ll in g  the northern re n ta l. A lso  the 
Housing employees are working fo r  such small wages. I  have one person who has been working fo r  
about 13 years and he 1s not even making $10 an hour and the sa la r ie s  are r e a l ly  bad here too. We 
do a l l  these awful jobs fo r  the Housing Corporation and ye t we are not being paid tha t much, fo r  
example there Is  th is  one man who has been working for us fo r about 13 ye a rs , he 1s not even making

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCalium): Thank you, Lena. Are there o th e r Members or o ther people who would l ik e
to  speak about housing? Miss Modeste.

CECILEA MODESTE (T ra n s la t io n ): I have a large fam ily and they are a ll l iv in g  w ith  me, a ltogether
there are 14 people l iv in g  in my house, and we are a l l  at home. Also s in g le  mothers who are not 
m arried, maybe in the next couple o f years the re  could be houses b u ilt  fo r  them. My fam ily  then 
w i l l  not be l iv in g  w ith me the rest o f th e ir  l iv e s .  Maybe i f  they build  houses fo r  s in g le  people 
they could l i v e  there. We are not a ll that young anymore and i f  th ey have th e ir  own c h ild re n , they 
can look a fte r themselves and at my age I have been loo k in g  a fte r my c h ild re n  and I d o n 't want to 
look a fte r  th e ir  ch ild ren  too, I am g e ttin g  q u ite  old. I  am not ta lk in g  about now but maybe 1n the 
next couple o f years they could b u ild  s in g le  houses fo r the s in g le  parents. Thank you.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mrs. Modeste, I t  ts Ju st l ik e  you speak to your c h ild re n , so you can
speak to us the same way.

- — Laughter

Anybody e lse  who would l ik e  to speak about housing?

A SPEAKER (Female): Most o f the concerns I had, Lena has a lready covered. One other main concern
I have 1s poor housing, e s p e c ia lly  fo r  health because there is  a lo t  of d isabled people 1n F ra n k lin  
and they have no running water úi anyLiiiny. I fee l housing should be looked In to  but I t  seems l ik e  
Ye llow kn ife  and In u v lk  are t e l l in g  the boards which house should be rehabed. This should be le f t  
to the members o f Fo rt F ra n k lin  to p ick  out the houses th a t they fe e l should be rehabed f i r s t  
ra ther than having Inuvlk and Y e llo w kn ife  people t e l l in g  them what to  do.

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): Thank you, C e c il ia .  Anybody else? C h ie f, would you lik e  to say
something?

CHIEF GEORGE KODAK IN: (T ra n s la t io n ) When the housing people come in they are not the real
a u th o rity  people th a t they send up here to ta lk  to us. Now th a t we have the housing committee here 
I r e a l ly  appreciate i t .

In the beginning here In F ra n k lin , we the Dene people had no Idea o f how they were going to b u ild  
our houses when the housing asso cia tion  sta rte d  b u ild in g  our houses. We had no Idea how the 
furnaces worked, before we burned wood and we knew where to g e t It  and we knew how I t  worked. And 
now we have these houses in  F rank lin  and when we work In town we have to liv e  in town and when we
do not have the money to pay our re n t ,  they t e l l  us we should pay that much rent, fo r  the o ld
people that get old age pension and are not working they should just pay f iv e  d o lla rs  a month.

And a lso  the housing association people moved us out o f our log  houses into th e ir  northern renta l 
housing and now they have our log  houses and our ren ts  keep going up and up and the people that
work pay more rent. We have our ch ild re n  that are working elsewhere and they a lso  have to pay rent
where th e ir  parents are l i v in g .  I fe e l that the o n ly  person that should pay Is  the head of the
household and not our kids that are working out o f town, th e y  are making th e ir  own l i v in g ,  they 
sh ou ldn 't be paying rent fo r  us. A lo t  o f people are ta lk in g  about that and when we are not
working they s t i l l  ra is e  our re n t. The Dene people do not have money in the bank everyday and we 
do not work everyday and to  me th is  is  not r ig h t .

A lso , the people tha t work w ith  housing, they should help us out by not ra is in g  our re n t so much. 
Today we have furnaces 1n our houses and we do not l ik e  I t ,  r ig h t in  the m iddle of the house, I 
think the furnace should be on the side of the house. And r ig h t  now they are p u ttin g  running water 
1n the rehabed b u ild in gs and we should have the same th ing  ir i our house. I t  was the Health and 
Welfare that said we could not l iv e  in our o ld  houses o r in a tent a l l  year round because that Is
why our ch ild ren  are always s ic k . So, i t  Is -also the health peoples fa u lt  tha t we are l iv in g  In
these b u ild in g s  r ig h t  now and a lo t  o f people do not l ik e  l i v in g  in the re  but they have to . Tha t's  
a l l  I have to  say r ig h t  now, maybe la te r  th is  evening I w i l l  talk more about the housing. Thank 
you ve ry  much.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Chief Kodakin. Are the re  o ther people who would lik e  to
speak? Mrs. Sewi.

MRS. ROSIE SEWI: (T ra n s la t io n ) R ight now we are ta lk in g  about houses and th is  is  very Im portant. I 
have a lo t  o f kids in  my fa m ily , a ltoge th e r there is  15 of us in a th ree  bedroom house. When we
are on the housing board we should have the a u th o r ity  to  say what we want done in  our community as
fa r  as housing is concerned. We are the Housing Corporation board and i f  they are going to  have 1t
here we should be able to decide what is to be done and r ig h t now it  is  not r e a l ly  lik e  th a t.

When the housing association  from Inuvik came down they are always the ones to decide th in gs  on our 
beh a lf. In the w intertim e i t  is r e a l ly  hard fo r  the people th a t are w orking, I have three kids 1n 
my fa m ily  that are working and they should ra is e  th e ir  pay up a l i t t l e  b i t .  Maybe in the fu tu re ,
the housing people should not be f ix in g  our houses in the w intertim e, in  the summertime I t  is okay
to  do re p a irs . This is  a ll I  have to say, thank you.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Mrs. Sew1. Lena.

MS LENA CLEARY: Another th ing  1s the rent sca le. I would l ik e  to ask Arnold McCallum a question. 
The people that set up the ren t sca le , where Is  that done?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): The ren ta l scales are determined at headquarters 1n Ye llo w k n ife , based on 
a number of fa c to rs , but the scale Is  determined 1n Y e llo w k n ife .

MS IFNA OlFARY: I am saying th is  because the cost of food here In Fort F ra n k lin  Is  quite  hlqh, fo r
one bag o f groceries a t The'Bay costs rou gh ly  $60 and the people In  Ye llow knife  do not know that at
a l l .  And I th in k  the way they base the ren t scale Is  fo r the cost of food 1n Y e llo w kn ife  and our
food 1s shipped 1n and that costs a lo t  o f money compared to Ye llow kn ife  costs.

A lso  we have about s ix  houses that d o n 't have a sewage tank so what they do to the waste is  they
throw 1t out In  the backyard and that 1s a health problem to the people. I f  there is  anyway we can 
put sewage tanks In these houses I t  should be done r ig h t  away but everytlm e we t r y  to discuss th is  
w ith  the Housing Corporation they t e l l  us there 1s no money. That seems to be the number one 
problem, no money a ll the time.

The HAP; program should be Introduced to the people every ye a r. Right now we have four going fo r 
th is  year and we to ld  that next year we are not too sure whether we are going to be g e ttin g  any. 
That should be coming Into the community because the people are saying that they were Introduced 
In to  renta l houses much too fa s t .  They gave up th e ir  p riva te  homes too fast and 1n order fo r them
to get back to  th e ir p r iv a te  homes, they can have more of the HA8 program every ye a r.

I am Inte rested  to know I f  a l l  th is  Is recorded and whether the d is t r ic t  manager 1s going to get a 
copy. He Is . W ell, I  guess th a t 's  1t fo r  me then.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): No, d o n 't be a fra id . Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would ju s t  l ik e  to say to  the group In fro n t o f us
here, 1f they don't t e l l  us the problems that you are faced w ith , we cannot record 1t and nothing
w i l l  be done unless you want to c a rry  on the way you are do in g , then there Is  no sense for us to
s i t  here. But because we are experiencing a ll  kinds o f problems In a ll the NWT, not ju s t  here, 1t
1s 1n my area as well as a l l  the areas that we are covering. And 1f you don't t e l l  us the problem, 
how can we make a good recommendation to the Assembly 1n November. We are not working fo r the 
government, we are not working fo r  the Housing Corpora tion , we are a ll e lected people and we r e a l ly  
need your help to t e l l  us. And 1f you want to cover somebody 1n In u v lk , a boss that 1s s i t t in g  In 
In u v lk , because you might lose your job - -  tha t 1s not the case. You should not have to  feel that
way. I f  you don 't t e l l  us the problems you are faced w ith , we cannot do anything about I t .  I'm
not saying we are going to solve a ll the problems but we can make recommendations and ho pe fu lly  
there w i l l  be some changes made.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Lena, ju s t  before you s ta r t .  We are not sending these minutes d ir e c t ly  
to  the Housing Corporation d is t r ic t  managers. As we go along we w i l l  make known to various 
d is t r ic t  o f f ic e s  the concerns 1n those d is t r ic t s .  And I want to assure you tha t 1f you feel any 
h e s ita tio n  because you feel a l i t t l e  b it  le e ry  about your jo b ,  i f  you get any hassels on I t ,  then 
1f you le t  me know about 11, as chairman of th is  group, then I w il l  take i t  up with the Housing 
Corporation. We are not w ith  the Housing C orpora tion . So, as E liza  says, our reason fo r coming 
out in to  the communities - -  to have the community meetings in the evening and then to meet w ith  you 
people p r io r  to  that is  to r e a l ly  fin d  out what are the real concerns about 1t. We expect tha t we 
w i l l  make an Interim  report In November. Some of the things that are r e a l ly  bothering the people, 
we w i l l  make recommendations on those at that time. The o ther things w i l l  take a longer w h ile  to 
change, then we w ill  need more time to do i t .  We s t i l l  have to  go to 25 to  30 more communities and 
what you are saying, there Is  not any great amount o f d iffe re n ce  from the others. The more we hear 
about i t  the more we are going to be able to say. I f  we are only q e ttln g  a complaint from one 
community, and you are a l i t t l e  hesitant about saying 1t, then that doesn 't g ive  us much to go on 
but when we hear i t  repeated over and over, then we can make a stronger presentation to the 
Assembly, then to the government, who then w i l l  t e l l  the Housing Corporation how to change.
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MS LENA CLEARY: Another problem Is ,  I  have been working with houslnq fo r about two years and the 
problem 1s w ith  the d is t r i c t  manager. Me has been ta k in g  sides. 1 have 61 un its here and Fo rt 
McPherson has 70 u n its  and that Is  n ine  un its  more than I have and yet th e y  cut me down w ith  2.5 
man years and Fo rt McPherson has 3 man years, and they are  ge tting  better wages, they have more men 
working fo r  them and yet we are ju s t  about n ine  houses away from them. I  
fo r  two years and I can prove that he has been taking s ides and so can a ll 
the Housing Corpora tion .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Could I ju s t  ask you one question then, Lena?
g iv in g  more to  other communities and less to F o rt  F ra n k lin ?

HS LENA CLEARY: Ĩ know why but Ĩ do not want to  say I t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Okay, 1f you do not want to say 1t now, w i l l  you

MS LENA CLEARY: Yes, I w i l l .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is  there anybody e lse who would lik e  to say something?

MS LENA CLEARY: I  am s o rry ,  I wanted to say something e lse. Another thing Is  the Housing
Corporation has been f i l l i n g  out a ll these form s, almost every ye a r since I started  work th e re , 
tha t senior c it iz e n s  homes are going to  be f ix e d  up, these are p riva te  homes I am ta lk in g  about 
now. Every year they f i l l  1n these forms and t e l l  them th e y  are going to ge t th e ir house f ix e d  up 
th is  year and s t i l l  to  th is  day, none o f them has been f ix e d  up. Who knows maybe In  another f iv e  
years they might get working on them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is  that the $5000 grant that you are ta lk in g  about?

MS LENA CLEARY: These are fo r  senior c it iz e n s .  I  am not sure how much th e y  are g iv in g  out th is  
year.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): There 1s a program that the Housing Corpora tion  has. I t  started at
$100,000 and I th ink 1t was Increased to  $200,000 and I ju s t  read before we came up here tha t the 
M in is te r , Mr. Wray, Is  going to continue that program. A senior c it ize n  can get up to $5000 to  
have re p a ir  work done on th e ir  homes. A one time g ra n t. I t  can be used to in s u la te , to do the
ro o f ,  the sides or can even be used to  purchase a sto ve . I know that 1t has been used 1n other

Çlaces and I  know other communities have I t .  I f  you have not received any then I th in k  tha t Mr.
'S e le le  could help you on that as an MLA and maybe work 1t out w ith  the band, that the band could 

do some of I t  because I know that Is  what occurred In F o rt  Smith. So 1f you are having d i f f i c u l t y  
g e tt in g  those, we w i l l  make note o f th a t. That program, as fa r  as I know, has o n ly  been 1n 
existence about two years.

MR. T 'SELEIE : I  guess I w i l l  be asking you questions to n ig h t about what you are saying but I  ju s t
want to  know now so that the committee w il l  know. I would lik e  to  know how many people you have 
who have applied fo r  houses and also I would l ik e  to know when 1s the  last tim e you had any kind of 
housing b u i l t  1n Fort F ra n k lin .

MS LENA CLEARY: The last houses were b u ilt  1n 1980. In 1980, we had 10 b u i l t  and those were the
la s t ones. I  have been g e ttin g  app lica tio ns almost every year and ye t we do not have any houses. 
People are not moving out o f houses because the people l iv in g  1n the re n ta l houses do not have 
anywhere to go. I have been ge ttin g  so many a p p lic a tio n s  and I do not know what to do with them 
and now people have stopped f i l l i n g  out these a p p lica tio n s  because we have such a shortage of 
houses.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are  there o ther comments that the housing association or the band would 
H ke to make now. C h ie f Kodakin.

have been working there 
the program o f f ic e r »  in

Why do you think he Is 

t e l l  me and John as the
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CHIEF 6EQR6E K00AK1N: Right mm we piy so much rent, maybe they should give us money to bulid’eur
own homes. That 1s what I  wanted to ask you people, Those houses ara on our land and,whan land
claims are finalised are they going to be taking our houses away or what are they going to do with
tjwm or what ara they going to do with us? Our housing 1s not only for us, a  are talking août
the future for our children and the ir children. Now wo are the elders and we would like  to lee cur V..
Mda live  happily in the next couple of years and I a  not want the Housing Corporation to ask my
children to move out of the house because tha land claim  Is finished and what ara they going to a
with tha houses. 1 a  talking about my rental fee and what are they going to do with the land
after they fin ish  la d  claims, r e  we s t ill going to keep the houses or mat?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum); Thank you. Chief kodsMn. t a  a t  aura that we an answer the questions 
that you pose of ua. I cannot see any d iffic u lty  aisoelated with the land claims and tha ownership 
of your land and your housing but what wa re  to do 1a to listen to the things that you ra lio  and 
than ш  a lt down to discuss 1fc and ws ask the government what they are going to do. Wl are going 
to pose those questions to the government for you and I know we are not In a position to answer 
your questions. There may be others who would want to cornent on that but out purpose la to listen  
to you, and they w ill be on tape and then we w ill ask the government what they Intend to do awdut 
tha land and about tha houses.

1 am sure that I speak for Maribers of the coanlttee that we are not going to be recommending that 
you lose the house, so I appreciate your questions but wa do not know the answers righ t now. Mo 
w ill almply have to direct the questions to samebodty else.

NS LENA CLEARf: Tha northern rental people ara getting into more arrears and these sane people do 
not make that much money a month. So why can't you Just so li those houses for s one dollar or ao. 
so that the people can have their own house and it  w:i1 not colt that much to run a house, they can 
take thalr furnace out and put their own stove in there,

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Perhaps I can Indicate to you, not a complete answer to your question,
but the government dots have a policy of allowing a parson who rents the northern rental units to 
buy those units. It  1s not one dollar, I  know 1t 1s not that amount,, but whatever the house Is 
worth, the corporation w ill subtract the amount of rent that a person has paid over thé years from
that price. Then te ll the house for less than what the houle 1s worth.

MS LENA CLEARY: What i f  that parson paid about S2D,QQ0 fo r a ll the yaars that ha has been 1n that 
house and then he Is going to have to pay say about S10,000 to buy 1t yet that house Is not worth 
that much?

CHAIRMAN (Hr. McCallum): I do not think that the value of tha house would be assessed that high.
The northern rental houses would be assessed much lower. I know that 1n the past they have sold
houses f f r  S1Q00 and some less than that In other communities. So nobody w ill be asked to pay a

Sreat deal of money for 1t, but that 1s only for the northern rentals that 1s hot fo r tha public 
outing. And the reason i t  Is not for the public housing 1s because the Ш Г  borrowed the money 

frNa the federal government to build those and the federal government w ill hot allow then. He ere 
hearing from a lot of people 1n various comnunltlas that tho Housing Corporation should sell tha 
public housing as wall I f  people want to buy them. That may be one of things that we w ill bo 
d1scuse1i№, that we w ill necomnend, but certainly as far as tha northern rentals, what a parson has

(aid Is subtracted from the value of tha house, the corporation w ill s ill those houses. I have not 
tard of many people having to spend much more than a $1000 to $2000 to buy those houses but that 

1$ to the person who 1s living in the house, who has bean paying rant over tha yaars. In other 
communities, people have lived In < house for 20 years 1n some casas and they have gotten It  for « 
very lit t le  amount. They were selling them for as lit t le  as one dollar but the problem came with 
land, the price of the land, so they would sell the land. The government made a policy that they 
would subtract 1t and you could not se ll the land for ono dollar, you could sell the unit but then 
you had to pay tha price of the land as well.

So you have 26 northern rentals. If  there were 26 people wanting to buy them then I would augqeit 
that you get together with your MLA and make those applications to buy those houses. -That 1s tha 
people who are liv in g  In them. Just on the HAP program we have heard that from every community 
especially in the West here. They would like more. Mr. T'Selele Is trying to got the Housing 
Corporation to double the amount of money put In for HAB grants. It wes up to a m illion and a 
quarter and the government put in  an extra m illion two years ago to provide more of that but the 
Housing Corporation has to gat Ik  from the government In total and some department do not went to 
give up some of their own money fa r housing. But there has been recoamendatlons to the government 
to reallocate funding so that tnere Is more money available for HAB grants. i
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Ipen^ve^m u^"^ thM*1 г а н п л » И5,0М ***,ж* - I f  ttey only have i  m illion, thay cmnot •pong very much or they cmnot build very «any houses out of that.

m  UNA CLEARY: Ooei the housing caw!ttee paoplr take power over the Housing Coronation? 
CHAIRMAN (Nr.. McCallum): lie? No.

MS LIMA CLEARY: Why ara we talking to you then?

the1 a o v if im n t^ ^ il^ lr  1 hÏ*  V ? ? l tte\ ° * Jh* А,ияЬ1*» the Housing Corporation Is pert of
fh L  «hA.n^ S* dec1i e •* Legislative Assembly people. MLAs, we t r y  to te ll the ooveriMmt

way and $ ty do notesDendn iV4  hit* î!? ^  <1<r?ct them to spend their money In a certain
■if. to ft a IS  I  h . l ‘ î t l/ V J í? "  m c"  P“ ? that they w ill not get any eonoy to spend at 
cover «rent people me^heewnitA ^* pe*ln ^ 0V!̂ * t!Ha ** ,re not the government people. The м Г Т е  w h y w M t  L i J ^ .e e t  direction from the NLAs How to spend the ncney and
better iitmertf ÉnrH nn t̂h iff kâ k, to us, because 1f we find out what itneeded, we have a
ĩ i i  L w  S ĩ n l ^ ”  l£no.n9*t 10 people so we can then te ll the government —  you me (pending 
& o le f t á L E 0S n î&  „if* кЯ°"» *  *'«■»» visited the communities and this 1s the way the
attention tothoar Jelpf. who к Л а ^ а м т Г Й  t h e 'í S í t î î í . ^  Corp0ret1on *  w

l t eS ih « « ? ''S t ÎE ?  \ Л 1 ПЛ * вм#г,!2№ when you hm  b*  e,« ht ^  «• » Into your community 
talkind f t !B r 7 t Å îiiiV2 îi?  f í í  ^  <H ht «hit • M in istered  in MLA but now you are
tSgetSr V m Íu  the r íCn l i î (f .M .* 1î î Uu*' e tf\1rd the Leolslstura 1s here. And when S com 
how tha iieníJ^hfti.irf ĸleC.0»l ÎBe..nd,t1or i  "e, , hev* * l0t of pownr because when the vote U  teken is  to 

*  r t . i y . i t ' 1' be spent, we ire  a ll going to be of on* opinion and a ll we have to do la oat
& V ü Ï Ï t J № 4 Î A 4 S ;  , $ 7 ï  í he * ï ï h  A  S S n? Ü m ? 5  « i î t  U S
are talking to ^ s . th# 9ht * tike the M1n1ster remove h,m fr"> h1i Job. That is why you

111(8 to add to that. Ona of the reasons that th is committee is  large and 
each* at bar ? "й ь л  Й Л  “Г* * tirn î teÍ  11 15 * eross-seetion. Ue have a ll learned a lot from 
*îà |Г/й L . blHĨ !Л?гв , 1* ■ Pood feeling among th is tdiole committlae about what the problem 
1« from tb  î he № « « »  *re travelling with the eomnittee,' so at any given tine therm
60? l ï & i î  on* tii°Asian*u * ь Лршп 1 *7«. cT un1ty In the NWT. Me W ill be able to convince our 
CounclT to «  a î ïn r t f f i  &  víry» ve7  d1f/<cu1t for the' Minister or the Executive
Шиоигю: I w »  against the wishes of this cross-section of people, t t  1s amasino that ш  could h*v«

s°ara глИип A™0!1* ĩt1d> It is the first tlM  in history that that many
S .Л .o ,co>n1r>g Into the cofflnunltla». So, I t  is really a good osbérlonce for ua and iter the

S îT c m iy 8!! lo t ^ S i î K r  ^ *  khat the ,t r *ngth here 1s *nough* 1 *  *ure w  recommendations 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do you bellevo us?

w hiti!?r Ч -irf t i 9,J  dS‘ J h* fusing association board its e lf w ill say something but vat 
.th® fu sing  Corporation Is not carried through. I think the housing

i* 5 !f  iw t i« w Pavdi Л ь п т  thth ï the “"tftopether we would have a strong voice!ignc now tne way it  standi, the Housing Corporation has all powers ovar̂  the housing association.

« Î .L / . t.hlnki th?w «АУ be some of the questions theft may bo asked of the band, 
î t î  *J®ûÇlâi1on ton1ght, by Members of the committal; when we have our public 

rS i!îl? Íu  peoep,,e ! "  the comnuhlty feel about that. It  has been raised 1n most every
r S ü !Ü ‘ u louJ ™ . BK  uniĩ? ĩ ■in?y  then represent voting age peaple, maybs l  th ird of tha 

1* two-thjrdt of the community le ft that are represented by the band or the
Æ ÎJ S  i m V w f Æ f " 1' l0 9 M h ,r i « , , и  » » “  • “ " “ i - -  *»” • 1 -  ■«■“ ' Ж г Г . т
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So, I f  that 1s a l l ,  again on behalf o f the committee, we are very  please to  meet you 1n th is  way. 
We hope that you w i l l  come again to n igh t and that you w i l l  say more or the same th in g . I t  w i l l  be 
taped again, Members w i l l  ask you questions and we hope that there w i l l  be a good turnout of people 
th is  evening. We have had good meetings so fa r and we look forward to that kind of meeting to n igh t 
and to  hearing from you again. On behalf of the committee, thank you.

— ADJOURNMENT



-  301 -

SPECIAL COMMUTEE ON HOUSING 

FORT FRANKLIN. JULY 12. 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I t  1s now 7:30 and we w i l l  c a ll the meeting to  o rde r. To s ta r t  w1th,we 
w i l l  t r y  to t e l l  you who we are and why we are here, where we have been and In d ica te  to  you th a t we 
w i l l  be going to o ther places as w e ll.

We are here as a committee of MLAs from the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly of the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s .  My 
name 1s Arnold  McCallum, I am an MLA fo r  S lave R iver and I l i v e  1n F o rt Smith. To my fa r  le f t  1s 
Mr. Michael B a llantyne who 1s the Member fo r  Yu llow kn lfe  North and he liv e s  in  Y e llo w k n ife ; then 
Mr. John T 'S e le le  who 1s the MLA fo r  Sahtu and he l iv e s  1n F o rt  Good Hope. To the fa r  r ig h t  1s 
Mr. Red Pedersen who 1s the MLA fo r K ltlkm eot West and he l iv e s  In Coppermine; Mrs. E l iz a  Lawrence 
the MLA fo r  Tu Nedhe and she liv e s  In  Ye llow kn ife , Mr. Michael Angottltauruq the MLA fo r  K ltlm eot 
East and he liv e s  in GJoa Haven; Mr. E li ja h  E rk lo o , the MLA fo r  Foxe Basin and he liv e s  In Pond 
In le t .

We have been t ra v e ll in g  to various parts of the NUT, 1n the B a ffin  about a month ago and over the 
la s t  three days we have been to Norman W e lls , C o lv i l le  Lake, Fo rt Good Hope, F o rt Norman and 
to n igh t we are here 1n Fo rt F ra n k lin . We are t ra v e ll in g  around to see what people have to say 
about housing 1n th e ir  home community, 1n th is  case 1n Fort F ra n k lin . We have to make a rep ort to 
the le g is la tu re  1n November of th is  year In an attempt to have the L eg is la tu re  and the government 
make some changes 1n the p o lic ie s  about how housing 1s supplied, how I t  1s de live red  and to whom 
the houses are a llocated .

We do not have any answers fo r questions th a t you have. We are not from the Housing C orpora tion .
We are a specia l committee o f the L e g is la tu re . We would lik e  to hear your concerns about housing 
In Fo rt F ra n k lin . We w i l l  l is te n  to them. We w i l l  l ik e ly  ask questions of you , then we w i l l  
d iscuss those th ings amongst ourselves and make a re p o rt .

We have another MLA, Mr. Sam Gargan from Oeh Cho and liv e s  In Fo rt Providence. We have Ms Penny 
Aumond who 1s the c o -o rd in a to r and we have two Inukt1 tu t  tra n s la to rs , Mai 11 and E ric a , who 
tra n s la te  the En g lish  In to  In u k t ltu t  fo r our In u lt  Members. We also have Laura and Judy Tutcho who 
w i l l  tra n s la te  the Slavey In to  the En g lish .

We would ask you 1f you are to speak to us, to  go to the tab le  ju s t to  my r ig h t ,  t e l l  us your name 
and then proceed to t e l l  us your concerns. Everyth in g  that w i l l  be said to n ig h t, Is  recorded.
That Is  why we have to  have you id e n t ify  your names. You have rece ive rs  that w i l l  g ive  you the 
En g lish  and/or S lavey tra n s la tio n s . I t  w i l l  be Instantaneous, so .you can continue ta lk in g  and you 
do not have to stop to  have i t  transla ted .

As a committee, we are very pleased to  be 1n Fort F ra n k lin . We look forward to  hearing from you 
people about housing. We met th is  afternoon with the c h ie f, w ith  people from the housing 
associa tion  together w ith C e c ilia  Baton who is  the so c ia l worker. So w ithout fu rth e r ado, I  w i l l  
ask your MLA, Mr. T 'S e le ie  to say a few words and then we w i l l  s ta rt the meeting. Mr. T 'S e le le .

MR. T 'SELEIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I r e a l l y  do not have that much to say. This committee was 
set up at the February session of the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly 1n Ye llow kn ife  as a re s u lt o f many MLAs 
expressing concerns about housing. I  think Members w i l l  re c a ll that I  was one of the people tha t 
supported the establishment of th is  committee. Our fe e lin g  then was tha t the Housing Corporation 
had been established in 1974 and since then there had never r e a l l y  been a review  of I t s  p o lic ie s  
and we f e l t  that perhaps i t  was time to review  the corpora tion  to fin d  out in which areas 1t could 
be changed and one way to do that was to set up a committee.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You su re ly  can. We would want you to because there w i l l  be questions
asked o f you.
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So the re s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f th is  committee then 1s to  l is te n  to people and to  make the kinds of 
recommendations that both In the sh ort-te rm  and In the long-term  Is  going to Improve housing In  the 
NWÎ.

1

I
I  ju s t  want to say fu r th e r ,  Nr. Chairman, that I  fe e l thankful fo r  the other Members to  be able to 
tra ve l 1n wj con stitu en cy. I  th ink in the fu tu re  you w i l l  be hearing me speak about other areas 
than housing. Now that you have been to a l l  the communities and seen fo r  you rse lves, places lik e  
Norman W ells , tha t In the fu tu re  when I am re fe r r in g  to  something at le as t 1t w i l l  be something 
th a t you have seen you rse lves. In that way, I would l ik e  to thank the Members fo r  t ra v e ll in g  In to  
th is  con stituency. I  would also l ik e  to  encourage people to express th e ir  views on housing because 
I r e a l ly  do not th ink th is  kind o f an o ppo rtun ity  1s going to  present I t s e l f  fo r  a long tim e, that 
there Is  ever going to be another chance fo r so many e lected people to  l is te n  to people o f the 
ç o m u n lt le s , th e re fo re  I would encourage people to say what they have to say to the committee w ith  
the tope that when I t  comes time to  make recommendations that some of what we w i l l  hear to n igh t 
w i l l  be put In to  the reconmendatlons. Mr. Chairman, I  have nothing fu rth e r  to say than th a t . 
Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much, Mr. T 'S e le le .  Since th is  committee Is  an equal 
op p o rtu n ity  committee, we norm ally le t  the a Member say something. So I w i l l  c a ll on Mrs. Lawrence 
to s*y a few words as w e ll.  Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mashl cho. I  would ju s t  l ik e  to say thank you to  the community o f Fo rt F ra n k lin  
fo r  In v it in g  us and I  would also l ik e  to encourage everyone to  come up and t e l l  us th e ir  problems. 
I f  they do not t e l l  us the problems they are having at th is  tim e, we w i l l  not be able to make a 
good recommendation fo r  th is  community.

I  would also l ik e  to mention that no one should feel threatened. They are not going to be thrown 
out o f th e ir  house or lose th e ir  job  because they are t e l l in g  the problems. We have v is ite d  a lo t  
o f  communities a lready and th e ir  concerns and problems are s im ila r  to the ones that you people are 
having here in th is  community. So you do not have to fe e l tha t you are alone 1n experiencing th is  
problem. In  nvy con stituency, Tu Nedhe, we have the same problems as w e ll .  Therefore I would ju s t  
l ik e  to encourage everyone, women and men, and the young people, I  am a l i t t l e  b it  disappointed to  
see that there Is  not that many young people at th is  meeting. With weather l ik e  th is ,  I  do not 
blame them fo r not coming to the meeting but because our time 1s so lim ite d  we have to tra ve l 1n 
the summertime when we should be out f is h in g  or hunting. A ga in , I would encourage everyone to come 
up and not be a fra id  to  t e l l  us th e ir  problems. Mashl cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Mrs. Lawrence. Aga in , I  would remind you to Id e n t ify  yo u rs e lf 
when you come up to speak. So now 1f there 1s anyone who wishes to speak about housing In Fo rt 
Frank lin  to please come forward and address us. At the conclusion of your comments I f  you would 
remain there because Members o f the committee may want to d ire c t  questions o f the person making a 
presentation . C h ie f Kodakln.

CHIEF GEORGE KODAKIN: About 5:00 o 'c lo c k  we had a meeting w ith  these housing committee people, and 
also Cec Baton, our socia l worker was there and a ll  tha t I said I should repeat 1t because you guys 
were not there.

The Fort F rank lin  people did not ask fo r  houses. The people who work fo r  H ealth, they are the ones 
who encouraged us to move out of our houses because o f i l ln e s s e s . You cannot l iv e  1n tents or your 
own houses because of health hazards, and that is  why they encouraged the people to make the houses 
and since then everybody had the same idea, we did not want the houses. But when the houses came 
and the Housing Corporation people came, they said you ju s t l iv e  l ik e  i t  Is Iso la te d  and also us 
people we do not run out o f money and at that time they to ld  us that we should pay a d o lla r  or two 
d o lla rs  a month fo r re n t. They to ld  the o ld  age pensioners they would o n ly p^y f iv e  d o lla rs  a 
month at that tim e. We thought that would be a lr ig h t  so that 1s why they b u i l t  us these houses.

Now, we l iv e  in these houses and they keep ra is in g  the re n ts . I f  a fa m ily  has k ids or re la t iv e s  
staying w ith  them, they have to pay rent on that house too. Our kids are making th e ir  own l iv in g  
and 1f they have to  stay w ith  th e ir  parents the Housing Corporation make them pay re n t. The 
housing rent 1s q u ite  high and the furnace is  r ig h t  in  the middle o f the house and I  think th is  1s 
a f i r e  hazard.
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The people that are doing the rehabs are p u ttin g  In hot water heating 1n the houses and we would
lik e  to have that 1n our houses too. We, the Dene people, what happens I f  our rent goes up and I t
1s overdue, 1s the Housing C orpora tion  going to e v ic t  us? And I asked some o f the people here, 
what 1s going to happen when land claims is  f in is h e d , 1s 1t going to  be our house, are they going 

« « le t  us, or are ;vc going to  pay or.c uu llar w  we could have the nouse. 1 asked and they do not 
know.

When they go back to the T e r r i t o r ia l  C o u n c il, what we have said here, they w i l l  make
recommendations and make a re p o rt . A l l  of us s i t t in g  here l iv e  In the renta l houses and everybody 
has to pay rent even the o ld  people and the rents keep going higher and a lo t  of people have 
overdue debts to pay on th e ir  ren ta l housing. Th is 1s when we should say something to these
people. I f  we bug them and bug them, maybe they w i l l  lower the rent or g ive us the house or maybe 
they w i l l  help us. Th is  is  our town and the rents are too high so I encourage the people to ta lk  
about the housing.

There 1s another th in g  I did not speak on e a r l ie r  and 1t Is about our overdue re n t. When we have 
skldoos, boats, washing machines, outboard motors or whatever, I f  we do not pay our rent they w i l l  
take these th ings away from us, that 1s what I have heard but I have never asked these people 1f 
that 1s true . I wonder I f  you people from the housing committee know about that?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): No, Chief Kodakln, we do not know about th a t. We cannot make a comment
because we are not w ith  the Housing Corpora tion . I cannot be lieve  that I t  would happen but I  do 
not know.

CHIEF GEORGE KODAKIN: (T ra n s la tio n ) Thank you. I t  1s okay I f  you do not know the answer. This Is
a ll I  have say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): C h ie f Kodakln, ju s t before you leave, some the Members would lik e  to make 
comments or ask you questions, i f  that Is  a lr ig h t  w ith  you. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would ju s t  l ik e  to make a comment regarding my
con stitu en ts , where there 1s inc iden ts  1f people do not pay th e ir  re n t, they get court orders to  
pay th e ir  re n t. Up u n t il now I do not know the end re s u lt o f i t ,  a l l  I k n ;w 'is  that they get a 
court order from the lawyers to  get a fte r  them to pay the re n t. That is  a l l  1 know because i t  has 
been brought to my a tten tion  in my con stituency.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan, did you have a question or comment?

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. George, you should not concern yo u rs e lf too much w ith  the
outcome of a land settlem ent. M ainly because once there is  a settlem ent, the land that we ar* 
l iv in g  on 1s p re tty  w e ll going to be under our c o n tro l. So whatever is  on that land belongs to 
us. I f  the housing associa tion  want to take th e ir  house away and pay to move those houses away» 
then they can do that but I do not th ink they w i l l  ever do th a t. Okay?

The other th ing  that you mentioned George, was with regard to rent sca les. R igh t now 1f you look 
at your housing asso cia tion , everybody that has an income, whether you are a pensioner, whether you 
on socia l assistance, whether you are a hunter or a trapper, everyth ing  that you make, they take 
money from that fo r  re n t. So, i t  is  not fa ir  fo r  housing to make a ren t scale tha t 1s based on a l l  
these d iffe re n t  types o f income. So, what I am saying is  depending on the type of house you have, 
i f  you have northern rental then maybe you should pay lower rent than i f  you were in a p u b lic  
house. The other th ing  too, is  that fo r the people that are working, they should be paying rent 
only on the money that they take home a fte r they take o ff  income tax and everyth ing e lse . Whatever 
Is  in your pocket is what they should base th e ir  rent scale on.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anybody e lse or any Members that have questions to ask the Chief?
Michael.

MR. MICHAEL ANGOTTITAURUG: I do not have a question to the ch ie f but I would lik e  to make a
comment. Being an Inuk MLA and t ra v e ll in g  w ith  the housing committee I f in d  i t  ve ry  he lp fu l fo r  me 
to go to the other communities e s p e c ia lly  these communities that are in the tre e lin e  and which are 
ca lled  the Dene communities.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any of the Members have questions? Mr. Gargan.
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MAYOR ISADORE YUKON: 
people.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum) 
sa la ries?

We have about e igh t fu l l  tim e, sometimes as many as 10. That is  loca l 

: And do you get money from the Department o f Local Government to pay th e ir
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MAYOR ISADORE YUKON: That Is  r ig h t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): And do the employees who work fo r  the hamlet get a ll the benefits as If  
they were working fo r  the Department o f Local Government.

MAYOR ISADORE YUKON: Yes. lh a t 's  r ig h t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very  much, Mr. Mayor. I f  you have fu rth e r comments la te r on I
wish you would come forward and say so. Do others have comments?

MR. JOHN TUTCHO: My name Is  John Tutcho, I  am on the housing association board of d ire c to rs . The 
o n ly  concern tha t I am going to b rin g  up here 1s that the Inuvlk Region to ld  us to s ign  an 
agreement that Inuv lk  gets contro l o f everyth ing  and then the housing board have nothing to say. 
They even want to contro l the rent o f the house, what people b ring 1n. I have lived  here 32 years
and I know how my people l iv e  and how th e ir  Income comes 1n. The housing people from Inuvlk come
here fo r  three months at a time about twice a month and then they t e l l  us tha t that guy 1s working
fo r  Esso Resources, so they ra ise  h1s rent but that guy doesn't go back to work and yet h1s rent
stays the same. That is  why we do not want to sign a management agreement w ith  the Housing
Corporation of In u v lk . I am a l i t t l e  concerned because A p r i l  15, 1984 was the deadline for s ign in g  
the agreement w ith our board o f d ire c to rs . That 1s a l l  I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much, John. Would I t  be poss ib le  fo r  th is  committee to
get a copy o f the agreement that they want you to s ig n .

MR. JOHN TUTCHO: Yes, I have the agreement w ith  me.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Could you leave a copy w ith  us.

MR. JOHN TUTCHO: I do not know I f  our housing associa tion  has an extra copy. I  w i l l  ask щу
secre ta ry  manager f i r s t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan, do you have a question or a comment?

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. John, I would lik e  to ask you one question . Do you th ink  I t  
1s f a i r  that the tenants who liv e  in these re n ta l houses should be paying ren t based on Income from 
outside  the community? In other words what I am saylnq is  ju s t what you said now about people 
working fo r Esso Resources are paying rent where they work and when they come back here th e y1 are

ju s t  working to pay fo r  th e ir  rent.

Th is  has been a problem throughout the North and I am glad to hear what you are say 
th is  1s a ll being recorded and we w i l l  make some recommendations regarding the rent sc

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any fu rth e r questions? Thank you very  much, John. I f  you i 
make comments la te r ,  feel fre e  to do so. A re  there others who would lik e  to speak on

the same rent leve l?  Inuvik  says that guys income is  that much and we have had th»',Houst$$ 
Corporation people coming around t e l l in g  us how much we earned and never say how much w e 'lûs't;#íj&<5 
The way I look at i t  i f  we sign the agreement we have nothing to say to our own people and our w n i 
people come back to us and say what is  going on with the Housing Corporation and th is  fs 'W tø îî^ tO ld l
f  h e m  f n  u s  4 f  л и л  <• 4 л п 1 п „  ■» 4> . . . i l  T . . «  л. l.    i . i _ j    л. _  ................. .. —  *" **rthem to wait before s igning at least u n til we introduced these things to you guys. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Further comments from Members? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I  quess we are a l l  here because th e 1 concerns tha t Onu?»/I quess we are a l l  here because the ' concerns tha t until

w ithout taking no deductions. They never considered that a fte r  income tax and a ll th a t ,  ,tHa|vyou 
do not bring too much home and yet they take 25 per cent o f f  to pay fo r  your re n t .  Many tíroasjstfg'

o f housing in  Franklin?
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HR. ALFRED TANITON: (T ra n s la tio n ) My name 1s A lfre d  Ta n lto n .' I  thank you very much th a t you are 
lis te n in g  to us here today. This Is  the f i r s t  time In Fort F ra n k lin  that there  1s a sp ec ia l 
committee fo r  housing.

The Housing Corporation people never come up here to  ta lk  to  the people l iv in g  here 1n F o rt 
F ra n k lin . They ju s t  go and s ta y  In the o f f ic e  and they say th is  Is  the way 1t Is  going to be done 
In  F o rt F rank lin  and they never v i s i t  w ith  us o r r e a l l y  know about them coming to  our town. They 
put down the ru le s  and make a l l  the decisions end have no say whatsoever. He pay ren t and th e y  
a lso  make our k ids  pay ren t I f  they are l iv in g  some place e lse . Things lik e  that I  do not th ink 1t 
1s r ig h t .  I f  we say something about our problems they might be able to make I t  r ig h t  tha t 1s why I 
am t e l l in g  you people th is .

A lso  there are houses empty fo r  Instance when we go out on the land, sometimes I  go out on the land 
fo r  f iv e  months at a time and our houses are empty, ye t they s t i l l  make us pay the re n t. I  r e a l l y  
do not understand why they do th a t. I  was wondering I f  they do not l iv e  In th e ir  houses. I  winder 
i f  they pay ren t a lso . These are the th ings th a t I wanted to  say to you the specia l committee.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, A lf re d . Are there comments or questions tha t Members of the 
committee would lik e  to ask? I  would l ik e  to ask a question then. You say that the re n t that Is  
c h rg e d  on a house should not be based on how much money Is  coming In to  the fa m ily . How would you 
suggest that the ren t be based, what should make up the rent?

MR. ALFRED TANITON: (T ra n s la t io n ) Before when we live d  1n a house, they to ld  us that we would not 
be paying that much ren t and now they are making th ings confusing. For the people that do not work 
they s t i l l  ra is e  our rent and also I f  our kids l iv e  w ith  us and maybe three o f them are worklnq, do 
they also have to pay rent on tha t one house?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Could you suggest to us how much rent should be paid on these homes?

MR. ALFRED TANITON: (T ra n s la t io n ) I  am not the o n ly  one th in k in g  about th is ,  there are a lo t  o f  
other people th ink  about 1t. I  am not r e a l ly  sure, maybe a fte r we ta lk  about 1t —  we have our 
meeting together we can decide. One person c a n 't decide.

One other th in g , when people work fo r  Esso and other companies, they th ink we make a lo t  o f money 
and our rent goes higher and a lso  the In f la t io n  o f food Is  expensive and eve ryth ing  e lse  Is  very 
expensive a lso. People that want to buy an outboard motor board, skldoos, these th ings cost money 
to o , and w ith our rent being so high 1t Is  v e ry  hard fo r  us to get those th in gs . We cannot pay 
these high rents because we have other expenses too .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much. Anyone else?

MS LENA CLEARY: My name Is  Lena C le a ry . I would ju s t  lik e  to expand on what Isadore said 
e a r l ie r .  The housing associa tion  people do make decisions but 1t 1s not fo llow ed through by the 
Housing C orpora tion . I fee l 1f the housing associa tion  had the a u th o r ity , they could do 1t on 
th e ir  own. The way 1t was said 1t sounds lik e  the housing board members do not say anything but 
they do make decisions fo r  themselves but the Housing Corporation u su a lly  says "no" and 1t looks 
l ik e  the housing association  1s not doing th e ir  jo b .

I would also l ik e  to ta lk  about the rent sca le. I th in k  1t should be based on the houslnq type . 
We have pu b lic  housing and northern renta l and I f  a person works they would s t i l l  pay the same 
amount as people that have running water in  th e ir  houses. In F o rt F ra n k lin , we o n ly have three 
bedroom houses and In some of these un its there 1s as many as 13 to  20 people In one house. We 
fin d  we need s in g le  housing here. I

I  am repeating some o f the th ings I said e a r lie r  fo r  the b en e fit o f the people here. There 1s one 
employee who has been working fo r  about 13 years and he Is  o n ly making about $9 an hour. The way 
we can have the board members to have power 1s that the p o lic ie s  should be made here 1n the 
community. We can have the Band and the Hamlet jo in  together w ith the housing asso cia tion . R igh t 
now the p o lic ie s  are made In In u v ik  and they do not know the people 1n Fo rt F rank lin  but ye t they 
are making the p o lic ie s  fo r  us. And the housing associa tion  1s doing so much d i r t y  work fo r  them, 
fo r  Instance Increasing the rents and now they are saying we have to  e v ic t  people which we do not 
want to do. So I am saying the p o lic ie s  should be made here In F o rt F ran k lin  where the people know 
the people.
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I also mentioned the HAP program e a r lie r  on. We should have more HAP programs every year to get 
the p r iv a te  homes back In to  the community that were taken away years ago.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum)' Thank you, Lena. Any questions? Mr. B a llan tyn e.

MR. BALLANTYNE. I would lik e  to fo llo w  up with the question that the chairman and Mr. Gargan asked 
the mavnr and I «Kinder. dn ynn th ink . I f  I t  wnuld he » mnH 1de* i f  the hrmeinn я «спН * Н пп ыяс 
d ir e c t ly  responsib le to the hamlet council ra ther than to the Housing Corporation? In that way you 
could use the resources of the whole community to f ig h t  fo r  housing rather than be Iso la ted  w ith  an 
associa tion  that has lim ite d  powers. Do you see that as a p o s it iv e  p o s s ib il it y ?

MS LENA CLEARY: That is  what I am saying that we should be jo ined  together with the Band and the
hamlet because together we w i l l  have a stronger vo ice  against the Housing C orpora tion .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. B allantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Another complaint that we have heard from a ll the communities and again you have
said the same th ing  and that Is that the housing associa tion  has very lim ite d  powers. Now, 1f you 
were to Increase those powers, what things would you lik e  to have power over?

MS LENA CLEARY: The e v ic tio n s  and the rent sca le. There are a lo t  of changes that should be made
w ith  the rent sca le. I f  a c h ild  l iv in g  In a house is  workinq, we charge that c h ild  $75 a month to 
l iv e  in that u n it and we add that onto the head of the household's Income, I do not th ink  that 
should be done at a l l .

MR. BALLANTYNE: Other areas we have heard complaints about Include fo r instance fo r new housing,
the communities and the housing associations say they are never consulted w ith  the design of 
housing, they are never consulted about which houses w i l l  be rehabed, they have problems w ith
communication w ith  the regional o f f ic e s ,  and they say they do not have enough money fo r
maintenance. Do you have problems in these areas also?

MS LENA CLEARY: Not enough money fo r  maintenance is  r ig h t .

MR. BALLANTYNE: What about the design of the houses?

MS LENA CLEARY: We do not have any say in th a t. They t e l l  us th is  Is the way we are going to do 
i t  and they do not ask the housing association fo r  th e ir  op in ion .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. M-. T 'S e le ie .

MR. T 'SELEIE: I want to ask how many a p p lica tio n s  you have on f i l e  and also I would l ik e  to know
when is the la s t time any housing was brought In to  Fort F ra n k lin .

MS LENA CLEARY: There was 10 b u i l t  in 1980 and every year I have app lica tions but ye t there 1s no
housing. We cannot e v ic t  people because where would that fa m ily  go i f  they are e v ic ted . R igh t now 
I would say that I have close to 30 app lica tions fo r  housing.

MR. T 'SELEIE: A w h ile  ago we heard that the board of d ire c to rs  o f the housing associa tion  here In  
F o rt F rank lin  had refused to sign the management agreement with the Housing Corporation. I  wonder 
i f  you could t e l l  us why they refused to sign i t .

MS LENA CLEARY: The reason was that everyth ing w ritte n  down in the management agreement gave the
Housing Corporation a ll powers over the housing association and we wanted to go through the 
agreement w ith  you people.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Lena, how long ago did the Housing Corporation approach you 
w ith  th is  management agreement?

MS LENA CLEARY: They do that every year, every year we have to sign a new agreement.
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MR. GARGAN: My other question 1s w ith  regard to c o n tro l,  are you saying you would lik e  to take
over that whole housing program, or are you ta lk in g  maybe about more adm in istra tive  type  of
con tro l?  There Is  two th in gs there . There 1s complete con tro l and there Is  also more
adm in istra tive  type c o n tro l. What type of contro l are you re fe r r in g  to?

MS LENA CLEARY: They have b u i l t  houses w ithout t e l l in g  people what kind of houses they are
b rin g in g  In to  the community. They have brought southern houses In to  our northern community and the 
heating system is  in the c e il in g  and something lik e  tn is  should nave been discussed w ith  the board 
members.

MR. GARGAN: So the kind of con tro l you are a c tu a lly  ta lk in g  about 1s 1f, fo r  example, F o rt -
Frank lin  was to get f iv e  renta l or SSHAG houses that the money should be given to the hamlet or to  
the band or to  the housing association  and they get th e ir  own people to design the kind of
b u ild in gs  tha t they want and tha t so rt o f thing?

MS LENA CLEARY: Th is 1s my own opinion and that 1s tha t I do not th ink there should be any more
renta l houses coming In to  the community. We have four HAP programs coming Into the community and 
they should c a rry  on w ith  that Instead of ge ttin g  ren ta l housing because w ith  renta l housing we can 
never make anything on that because you pay rent every month.

MR. GARGAN: So you pre fe r more o f the home-ownership type program ra ther than the renta l type
housing?

MS LENA CLEARY: Yes, th is  w i l l  be the people 's own p riv a te  home.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I notice  on the Inform ation sheet that we have here that 
you s t i l l  have 26 northern ren ta l houses In Fo rt F ra n k lin . Would i t  1n your opinion make sense to 
s e ll these houses to the people who l iv e  1n them now, perhaps convert them from the heating system 
1n them now to a wood heating system but to remove them from the stock of rental houses and turn 
them In to  owned houses instead?

MS LENA CLEARY: We ta lked about th is  e a r lie r  and the board members thought I t  was a good idea to 
do that because r ig h t  now the people staying  1n ren ta l housing are ge ttin g  more and more into 
arrears and the o lder people on pensions can never get out of th e ir  arrears on re n t. I think i t  is  
a good idea to s e ll these houses to the people and they can put in th e ir  own heating system and I t  
w i l l  not cost as much as I t  1s costin g  the Housing Corporation r ig h t  now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any other questions? Could you t e l l  me on an average per 
month, how much rent 1s co llected  in the community?

MS LENA CLEARY: In one month, I c o l le c t  about $7000 to  $8000.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That is $7000 to  $8000 out of 61 u n its . That money goes back to the 
Housing Corporation, i t  does not go to the association fo r maintenance?

MS LENA CLEARY: No, i t  does not go to the asso cia tion . When I f i r s t  started  working, I was to ld  
that the money that is  co llected  fo r  rent goes back to the housing associa tion  in the operating 
grant that we get every month.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): How much o f an operating grant do you get in a year?

MS LENA CLEARY: In a months time I get about $15,000 to  $20,000.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That amount pays the sa la rie s  o f three maintenance p e o p le ...

MS LENA CLEARY: No. Th is is  ju s t  to maintain the houses, the fue l and power.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): How much money do you get to pay the sa la rie s  o f the secre tary manager
and the three maintenance people?

MS LENA CLEARY: For the secre ta ry  manager i t  is  $18,000 but I do not get that much in a year.
Last year they m iscalculated and I got $39,000 fo r the three employees, that was m iscalculated so 
what they did was they took $8000 out of my m aterial and f re ig h t  money and they put that Into a 
maintenance s a la ry .
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I asked A lfre d  e a r l ie r  how he thought the ren t should be based. Does
your associa tion  have any Idea or suggestion as to how the rent should be based fo r  a u n it?

MS LENA CLEARY: For a u n it tha t does not have running water 1t should be lower than p u b lic
housing. They may make a lo t  o f money but the food costs here Is  r e a l ly  h igh.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Let me put 1t th is  way, I do not want to  put words 1n your mouth. Do you 
think there should be a basic ren t fo r  a u n it and ju s t  leave I t  at that without having any regard 
to  the number o f people who l iv e  In the house. The house has a ren ta l value o f x  d o lla rs  
regard less of whether a person wants to charge th e ir  own fa m ily  room and board. That should not be 
added on to the re n t. Is  that what you are saying?

MS LENA CLEARY: Yes. We have tr ie d  to set a p r ic e  per month per un it but the Housing C orpora tion
does not go fo r  th a t, they take any money that Is  coming to them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Most of the northern re n ta ls  and or the pub lic  housing would be
approxim ately 24 by 24 or 24 by 26 - -  do you know Mr. Pedersen?

MR. PEDERSEN: No, the o ld  ones are about 720 square fe e t ,  24 by 30 and the newer ones up to 1000
square fe e t l ik e  the ones here.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I guess what I am t r y in g  to get at Is  that i f  the re n t was based on
square footage at a proper amount then regard less o f the number o f people l iv in g  1n I t ,  there  would
be a basic ren t that would be applied to that u n it .  Taking In to  considera tion  the things you have 
said such as no running water. I get the Impression that people are saying that because there are 
10 people l iv in g  1n a house and four of them are working, the rent should not depend on the number
of people who work 1n the house, i t  should depend upon a certa in  set rent regard less of the number
o f people l iv in g  or working from that house. Is tha t the kind of th ing  tha t Is  being said and I am
not t r y in g  to suggest how much that would be? That would be something that would have to be wofked
out, I t  could be worked out dependent upon the age of the house, the cond ition  of the house, 
whether 1t has the basic health f a c i l i t i e s ,  that is  sewage and running w ater. 1

One f in a l th in g , you said there should be no more ren ta l un its in the community. What In your 
opinion would you do then about s in g le  people?

MS LENA CLEARY: What I meant about not b u ild in g  anymore ren ta l housing was fo r the la rg e r
fa m ilie s . And another th ing fo r  the HAP program, which 1s good fo r la rg e r fa m ilie s , there  Js a 
f iv e  bedroom house ca lle d  a 2C, but they w i l l  not g ive  tha t to Fo rt F rank lin  because they s$y i t  is  
too expensive.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Who says that?

MS LENA CLEARY: The Housing Corpora tion . So we never got that th is  year.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Did you hear that v e rb a lly  or were you to ld  1n a le t te r  th a t Fort
F ranklin  could not get four and f iv e  bedroom units?

i
MS LENA CLEARY: We were to ld  that we were not allowed to choose the 2C's because i t  cost ' too
much. The f re ig h t  and m aterial cost too much to get in . I feel that that type o f housing would 
have been good fo r  our community.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. T 'S e le ie .

MR. T 'SELEIE : You were t e l l in g  us about someone who had worked fo r  the housing associa tion  fo r  13 
years and ye t he was s t i l l  making under $10 an hour. I wonder I f  you could t e l l  us what b en e fits  
the housing maintenance people get?

MS LENA CLEARY: We never got any ben efits  up u n t il la s t year. Last year was the f i r s t  tim e .th e
housing associa tion  employees received ben e fits  and that was th e ir  way paid to Edmonton and re tu rn .

MR. T 'SELEIE: Sam wants to  know 1f a maintenance man does not want to go to  Edmonton does he s t i l l  
1t paid fo r  that t r ip .
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MS LE?tA CLEARY: Yes. They can take a t r ip  or go on the land, they s t i l l  get that amount.

MR. T 'SELEIE: Is that the o n ly  b en e fit that maintenance people get?

MS LENA CLEARY: That 1s our f i r s t  one and our o n ly  one.

MR. T'SELEIE: Maintenance people then do not get th ings lik e  housing allowance?

Mi UNA CLtAKY: We do get that now, th is  ju s t  sta rted  la s t ye a r, I f  a person has h is  own house he
gets $7500 a year, which 1s $625 per month. Those are the o n ly  two ben e fits  that the Housing 
Corporation o ffe rs  to th e ir  employees. R igh t now there Is o n ly  one employee o f the housing 
association that owns h1s own house and he gets that $625 a month.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Lena, I guess most of the people that are l iv in g  1n re n ta l houses now, some of them
could be working steady and some of them could not be working steady but fo r  the people that are 
paying rent now and do have a steady jo b , do you think they should be paying the same type of ren t 
every year fo r  say the next 10 ye a rs , and the depreciation o f the house goes down and people are
s t i l l  paying the same re n t. Do you th ink that is f a i r  or do you think they should lower the ren t
s lo w ly  depending on the age of the house?

MS LENA CLEARY: I do not think that Is f a i r  that is  why when we had the p r iv a te  meeting I said
that the northern re n ta ls  should be up fo r sale because when we went around and looked at then you 
can see that they are not worth that much.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any fu rth e r questions of Lena? Thank you ve ry  k in d ly ,  Lena. Are there
other people who would l ik e  to make comments?

MS CECILIA BATON: My name 1s C e c il 1a Baton. I agree w ith  the people concerned about re n t
e s p e c ia lly  te l l in g  your ch ild ren  they have to  pay rent because they are working. I do not fee l i t  
Is r ig h t  to c o lle c t  rent from your ch ild ren  and my reason is that there 1s ha rd ly  any employment in 
Fo rt F ra n k lin . The o n ly  employment you can get Is from Norman Wells and th is  Is u s u a lly  ju s t fo r 
the summer and when our ch ild ren  do work they u s u a lly  ju s t make enough fo r things lik e  an new 
outboard motor or maybe a boat.

In the fu tu re  i f  the government plans to b u ild  more housing they should look at the size  of the 
fa m ilie s  and the annual income f i r s t .  The reason I mention income Is because e a r lie r  today Rose 
said there is 16 people l iv in g  1n a three bedroom house and there 1s o n ly  one out of the 16 b rin in g
1n an income. The rent b i l l  p ile s  up because th is  poor guy has to buy groceries and other th in g s .

I would also l ik e  to see the housing associa tion  people Inspect the houses before anybodv moves In 
because when we f i r s t  moved in to  our renta l house, when we turned the lig h ts  on In the L iv ing  room 
the bedroom lig h ts  go on. I t  was a real headache and we had to f ig h t  a long t<me before they f ix e d  
i t .  A lso a fte r they rehabed the houses i t  was so dark in them that we had to have the lig h ts  on 
a ll the tim e, even in the summer and the housinq association expect us to cut down on our power but 
i t  1s almost impossible to do th is .

I th ink there should be housing fo r s in g le  parents because r ig h t  now a lo t o f sin gle  parents are 
l iv in g  w ith  th e ir  parents. These new parents need space and p rivacy too.

A lso  I th ink when they b u ild  new houses they should not build  them so c lose  together. The reason I 
am saying th is  is because sometimes i f  you have ch ild ren  that might want to p la y  music and I f  you 
have old people l iv in g  next door to me, the o ld people complain which they probably should but we 
ju s t  do not have any p riv a c y  w ith  the houses being so close together. So the next time they b rin g  
houses in to  F ra n k lin , the government should ask what the community wants ra ther than ju s t  come 1n 
and do what they want.

A lfre d  mentioned why should rent have to be paid even when the house 1s empty and people are 1n the 
bush and I agree with him because most people do not have jobs and they depend on trapp in g . When 
people go trapping they move th e ir  whole fa m ily , nobody stays in the house. Th is  u s u a lly  cuts down 
the power and no fue l or water is d e live re d . I ju s t do not understand why trappers s t i l l  have to 
pay $42 a month. That is  a ll I have to  say.
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The othe" thing, you asked some people hoe they thought the rent scale should be. People who have 
u««n ш) her* have mentioned that the rent set by the Inuvlk d is tric t office and the local housing 
association have no authority Mhatsoever. The problem Is a person from the d is tric t office comet 
around and goes to the meeting with the board of directors from the local housing and they toy 
"This 1s the way the rent should be". And that Is I t .  (f you make a lot of money, you pay a lo t 
of money. They do not look at the economy of the whole community. 1 do not thli*  they ever look 
at that. If  they see a pipeline b u ilt right beside you they figure you make a lot of money, which 
Is not the case. Just because there 1s a pipeline b u ilt nght in Norman Hells» It  does not moon 
that the community of Fort Franklin 1s going to make a lot of money. The economy 1n Franklin Is 
very low. The only employment people have here 1s from the government, from the hamlot end free a 
few contractors that are going to be here for about eight months. That is about I t .  I f  the 
contractors go there w ill be nothing, just the people that ere working for the hamlot, the 
government and the housing association.

These kinds of situations should be looked at when the rent 1s set. What esn you do If  you do not 
have money end the rent Is going up? What can you do? The government Is not going to com around 
hero and say: "Here Is ■ couple of dollars so you can pay your rent". Nobody, only you. Right now 
most of the people here are rea lly in debt with the housing association. That 1s why when you have 
debts it  Is hard to raise your opinion against anything regarding housing. I t  Is natural, and 1 
hope you understand that.

This thing about Invulk taking control of the housing association board here. It  Is rea lly Sid. t t  
1s the worst thing that can happen. It  happened In the past with the settlement council end 1t did 
not work. When you have somebody else writing guidelines for you, you figure what are you there 
for? ! myself, for suro, do not want to bo sittin g  on a board just to rubber stamp somebody elso's 
Idea. I know that everybody feels that way, and It  should not ba that way.

Also people have mentioned the design of the. housing. Me as a community did not have any say from 
the start. They only came around and said, "Okay, we need some pads end a piece of land" and that 
Is f t . I t  has been pretty well over 20 years since we have been In rental houses, but It  1s s t ill 
the sams thing. They never told us anything about the design. Like Cecilia mentioned, the walls 
are to dark that you have to put your lights on. A ll those lit t le  things can add up. On top of 
that they raise your rent. That is pretty well a ll I have to say. I would like to mention one 
more time that the people here do not have many jobs and the w«y the rent scale Is going up -• I f  
there are a lo t of jobs around and every family 1s working, people w ill . 4ust to It . But If  you 
do not have much money, you do not get revenue from anything, just your regi. ,»r family allowance or 
old age pension, what can you do7

A ll the things ehat I have mentioned should be considered regarding the rent scale, like the 
economy. A ll those things should be studied f irs t. 1 know that homing w ill not ploase everybody, 
but those are the few things that should be considered. I would also like to mention that they do 
not give people alternatives. They say we w ill build you a house and you stay In there. Just th is  
year some people got together end went Into the 55 HA G program, building their own log houses. 
Those people s t ill hkve a lo t of problems. Those kind of alternatives should rea lly be 
considered. Oo you want houses like down south or do you want to build your own? 1 know that when 
you build one rental house, you can build two log houses with that or maybe three. I know thot 
people here are not la iy . I f  they were given that alternative I think they would havo gone for 
It . Instead they say, "Here 1s a box, go live  In It  and than we w ill control the rent for you." I 
am sure people would like to have a say. That is a ll I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Hr. McCallum): Thank you Dolphus. Are there comments or questions? Hr. Bellantyne. 
Mr. Ballantyne, just before you do, I guass the g irls  doing tha interpreting art getting a lit t le  
dry. We w ill have to send someone out for some water. So after we aak • few questions of Dolphus 
maybe we could take a five  or 10 minutes break, If  that would ba a ll right with tha people. So, 
Mr.. Ballantyne, I f  you w ill.

MR. BÁLLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Your comments are very valid and very valuable to tho 
committee. We have heard many of your concerns In every community that wo havo visited. You 
brought up an interesting point that has not been talked «bout very often during this tr ip , tho 
board of directors of the Housing Corporation, and you are righ t. Everything that I t  done (t 1s 
said that it  1s done because they have decided. The re a lity  1f they have no way of knowing the 
problems. They do not get around to the communities, to essentially they coma Into Yellowknife a 
few times a year and are briefed by the Housing Corporation and thoy make decisions based on that. 
Now the Minister, In this case Gordon Wray, chooses who are those board of directors. Oo you think 
It  might be better If  each regional or tribal council fo r instance, picked two directors, and then 
In the course of the years, rotated the directors through all the comaunlties In the region? Oo
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you think th « i  w tyld  bt « bette r way of choosing the d irec to r*  than having the M in is te r Ju*t 
choosing th«M htm iehT

Мй, 0 0 1PM15 ttilCMO' f«* . The reason why I brought th is  up 1* they are r e a l ly  tuch a small group 
sr-i t h r ;  hs-?r » "  !«>•«• »»f *r area to cover. Your suggestion of choosing two from the t r ib a l 
council 1s a p re tty  good Idea. That way you have a board or d ire c to r  that . Iv s ;  r ig h t  betTH* y«u  
end thing* would be с<ч led out bette r that way. I agree w ith you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr McCallum): Other concents or questions o f Mr. TutchoT Michael?

MR, MtGOTfliAUftuq: Thank you, Mr, Chairman. Mike fla llan tyne  asked one o f the questions that I was
going to ask but I have a d if fe r  on*, one here. There are lo ts o f problems with housing, m ain ly w ith  
(ne rent scale end the contro l of the loca l hous'nq that Is being carried  on 1n the settlements or 
(o nagntttes , we know that the rent scale 1* run by the Mousing Corporation that do not even know 
ehat is going on In the settlem ent, I agree on th a t. My question 1s, since the people are paying 
so much re n l,  do you think the people would be more s a t is f ie d  1f they had more Input towards 
housing, when houses should be rehabed and vrfiat types, of houses people need, while applying the 
rent for that purpose. I f  the local people had more con tro l over the bousing a f fa ir s ,  do you th ink  
the people would he more s a t is f ie d  to pay what they are paying?

MR, OW 'iW s liiTotO : I th ink i f  i t  is complete con tro l at the community le v e l, people would have
more sac on what they want. I f  they want to go Into ren ta l housing, pu b lic  bouslnq, o r they want 
to go nto log b u ild in g , they can have a say. I f  you b ring  20 or 25 u n its  In to  one community and 
thay want log houses, I am sure the expenditure of b rlnq lnq  and b u ild in g  those ren ta l houses could 
provide the whole community w ith  decent log ixiuses. I am sure that the people l iv in g  In the pu b lic  
houses r ig h t now, I f  the local housing associa tion  qave them an a lte rn a tiv e , I am sure they would 
go to decent loq houses.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCalturn): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PlOtaSfN: Thank you, Mr. chairman. The loq houses that you re fe r to , Mr. Tutcho, I have liv e d
up on the A rc t ic  Coast fo r over 30 years. This is the f i r s t  t in »  on th is  t r ip  that I have seen a 
log hduse. It  *s not Just the f i r s t  time fo r me. There are other Eastern Members here and I am 
sure you know that we do not even know what a tree locks like  up there. You are very lucky to have 
the logs, not o n ly  to b u ild  w ith but to use fo r your fu e l. I am sure that those of us from the 
fa st -* when we have a f o i l  panel there are f iv e  of us, w i l l  be very happy to support лну change to 
a loq b u ild in g  program. I t  has become obvious to me and the others not on ly that the log houses 
are e ic e lle n t houses hut also that they are extrem ely nice looking houses when people qet to b u ild  
them, In fa d  the places where they look the nicest are the places where you have a lo t  of rental 
houses to compare them w ith  and they r e a l ly  s tick  ou t. We envy you a great, deal that you have 
them.

You mentioned that the Housing Corporation fa ile d  to take the to ta l economic p ic tu re  of the 
community Into account when they were charqtng re n t. I th ink the Housing Corporation not o n ly  
f a l ls  to lake that Into con sidera tion , but they f a l l  to take Into considera tion  that housing 1s a 
very large part of the so d a ) make-up of a community. I t  Is more than Just a sh e lte r, 1t should o f 
course be a home. And when housing Is Inadequate, the type of houses and f lo o r  plan, the 
maintenance, overcrowding, whatever the problems I t  creates, I t  Is not ju st a sh e lte r problem, 1t 
is  a health problem. i t  creates socia l herds!*?,? end tension w ith in  the fa m ily  and w ith in  the 
community. The way people liv e  Is probably the most Important sin gle  fa cto r In any community.

We have heard in a few places we have tra v e lle d  to , and by the way, we have tra v e lle d  to the High 
A rc t ic  and B a ffin  Island so fa r ,  plus th is  t r ip ,  a couple of comments that the reason the Housing 
Corporation does not take th is  broad view that they should be taking 1s because they operate as a 
crown corporation aside from government. They have th e ir  own board of d ire c to rs . They r e a l ly  are 
not responsible to any elected person, lik e  p o l i t ic ia n s .  We are a ll e lected persons. I f  those who 
e lec t us do not lik e  what we do they boot us out next time. So they function  much lik e  Northern 
Transportât Ion Company which Is a crown corpora tion  of the federa l government. A couple of times 
we have had suggestions that maybe the Housing Corporation should become a department of the 
t e r r i t o r ia l  government Instead so there could be some p o l i t ic a l  Influence and c on tro l of the 
corpo ra tio n . How would you react to such an Idea? I know 1t 1s a long way to get to 1t, but I 
f in a l l y  got to the question.

MH. DOLPHUS TUTCHO: I agree w ith  you. I t  1s a crown corporation and they p re tty  well do what they
want. I f  the t e r r i t o r ia l  government and the people 1n the communities have more con tro l over the 
decisions that are made regarding housing, 1 think we w i l l  be one step ahead.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Any fu rth e r conmentsT Well thank you ve ry  much, Oolpnus. I  ju s t  want to
make‘№ote o f one th in g  tha t you have sa id , and 1 want you to  know that we do appreciate I t  and
understand 1 t, and I  think 1t was a v e ry  good comment that you made. I  know th a t people who would 
be In  a rrears to the houslno associa tion  may f in d  I t  very d i f f i c u l t  to say something at a p u b lic  
meeting, but I  want you to know that we appreciate the p o s it io n  th a t that places people In .  I t  1s 
very d i f f i c u l t  to complain about something I f  you owe somebody money.

I  Just have one quick question o f you and then we can break. I take I t  that you are saying you 
agree w ith  what Lena had s a id , by and la rge  no more p u b lic  re n ta l u n its  In the community. Instead, 
what Is  costs to b rin g  a u n it 1n, the  $125,000 o r  $150,000, p lu s  the cost of that to the 
t e r r i t o r ia l  government over the 30 year mortgage tha t they have to  c a rry , because I t  1s going to 
cost the government about a h a lf  a m illio n  d o lla rs  or more to  pay fo r  f t .  I t  would be b e tte r to  
g ive  the money to  a combination u n it o f  the band, the housing association  and the hen let and le t
them use tha t money, and th e y  could b u ild  two o r three or maybe more u n its . Is  that what you were
saying , Dolphus?

MR. DOLPHUS Ш СН0: Yes. What I am saying Is  that at le a s t 1t q lves people the choice  of what
they want to  b u ild .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): A t the same time you would s t i l l  go along w ith  some s in g le  u n its  though, 
o f course?

MR. DOLPHUS TUTCHO: Yes, 1f people want to s ta y  In renta l u n its  that 1s th e ir  choice. A t least we
should be given a choice. That way at the same time I f  you a llo ca te  so much money to the band
council or the hamlet council or the housing a sso c ia tio n , you can crea te  jobs.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): E x a c t ly ,  that 1s the next th ing I  was going to say. Then you contract
w ith  the  band to supply the lo g s , con tract somebody e lse  In town or thé band corpora tion  to do the 
p e e lin g , the sawing, use the hamlet maintenance people to he lp  do the  maintenance work that would 
be requ ired , you would be ab le  to take on more people. I know there may be o thér questions, but I  
know th a t the In te rp re te rs  are having a d i f f i c u l t  time unless Laura jumped out and grabbed a quick 
glass o f water or something, but could we take about a 10 minute break here? Let say we come back 
and s ta r t  ф  again at 9:45 P.M. Mashl cho.

— SHORT RECESS

I th ink we w i l l  c a ll  the meeting back, I t  Is  w e ll beyond the 10 minutes we sa id . I would again
opw  up the meeting to  people who would Hke to speak of housing here 1n Fort F ra n k lin . Is  there
anybody who would l ik e  to say something about the housing In the hamlet? Mr. Mayor.

MAYOR ISADORE YUKON: When you ta lk  about housing I th ink  In  the fu tu re  we are going to  need more
housing because r ig h t  now 1t Is  overcrowded. You were ta lk in g  about log houses but 1t Is  not tha t
easy to get log houses. Mackenzie V a lle y  d e f in ite ly  has a l l  kinds o f  I t ,  but we have not got that
1r Fort F ra n k lin . We have to  go a long wsy to  get log houses. We need more renta l houses, or
apartment b u ild in gs fo r  teenagers. They would probably wreck the th in g  overn ight anyway. A man
here has four growing sons s ta y in g  In the same l i t t l e  three bedroom house. M yself I have 10 In the
house. That Is  something we should consider to o . The other people m ight have said something about 
I t ,  but that Is  something th a t I  have In  mind. We should come up w ith  everyth ing  we have In mind 
because we have a lo t  o f MLAs here and they should be able to  help us. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any comments to  be made to the mayor, Mr. Yukon. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would ju s t  lik e  to  ask M r. Yukon a question . When we
met In F o rt Norman I t  was brought to our a tten tion  to encourage the con tractors  and b u ild e rs  to use
more lo g s . I  th ink the  idea Is  that they are t r y in g  to come up w ith  a package deal because there
are lo t  o f logs around Norman. Since they are b rin g in g  1n m ateria ls  from the south to b u ild  homes
do you l ik e  the Idea o f  b u ild in g  log homes?

MAYOR ISADORE YUKON: Mr. Chairman, I  ju s t  said a w h ile  ago th a t the people In the Mackenzie V a lle y  
have a l l  kinds of n ice  big lo gs  which we do not have here on Bear Lake and we have to qo a lonq way
to  get our logs here. That Is  why I ta lked about the apartment. I f  we had a lo t o f  lo g s 'h e re
there would be no problem. A lo t  of people would lik e  to have th e ir own homes here too but there 
are a lo t  o f problems g e ttin g  the logs. You have to haul them by skldoos, and i t  1s not that easy



CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Mr. Yukon. F u rth e r questions? Thank you fo r  your comments,
Mr. Yukon. Anybody else?

MR. DAN PRIMA: fty name 1s Dan Prima. I l i v e  1n Yellow knife and I am l iv in g  In  Fo rt F ra n k lin  fo r
the summer. I  am an e le c t r ic ia n  and I am working on the new school. I have been Involved 1n 
apprenticeship and t ra in in g  ever the la s t f iv e  c r s ix  years In  the North now. Ĩ have sat on a
number o f boards and one of the f i r s t  th in gs you tr ie d  to do in  1979 was to s ta r t  programs that 
would t ra in  the people from the communities to construct the ir own homes. To me, I  do not see any 
reason why the people are not able to b u ild  th e ir  own homes in  the communities at th is  date except 
fo r  the problems that we have been having w ith the Government of the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s .  I 
r e a liz e  there are a whole new group o f MLAs and I th in k  an e f f o r t  has to  be made to t r y  to t ra in  
the people in the communities through the Housing Corporation. To me, th a t could be a major source 
o f employment in a community. They b u i l t  10 houses here 1n 1980 and 1 do not see why there could 
not be four or f iv e  houses b u ilt  every year and m ostly done w ith  local labour. In the case of 
b u ild in g  most s tic k  frame housing, which 1s what most of the  communities are b u ild in g , I  have 
worked 1n 25 of the communities in  the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s ,  and by far the vast m a jo rity  of them 
can o n ly  use s t ic k  b u ild in g .

In  t ra v e ll in g  through those 25 communities what I found with the Housing Co rpo ra tio n , not working 
fo r  them but ju s t  watching them, was th e ir  contract procedures did not Include clauses that would 
encourage the con tractors  to h ire  and t ra in  northerners. V ery seldom would I a c tu a lly  see a 
journeyman carpenter - -  maybe one on a job where they are b u ild in g  four or f ive  houses - -  and those 
are the people who are tra ined to t ra in  o ther people through the apprenticeship program. We have 
an added problem here too in tha t you have a language b a rr ie r and a c u ltu ra l d iffe re n c e . That 
person who is to  tra in  people has to understand both of those s itu a tio n s . What I am hoping 1s that 
the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly w i l l  t r y  and g ive  some d ire c t  d ire c tio n  to the Housing Corporation who 
puts most of the money in to  a community in any given year toward that kind of an end.

R igh t now they ju s t  p re t ty  well r e ly  on a c o n tra c t-o u t procedure. In the case o f a con traction  out 
to a company in the T e r r i to r ie s ,  we have v e ry  l i t t l e  lice n s in g  or regu lations as to who can come 
and do the c o n tra c tin g . I ran in to  three fe llo w s  who were b u ild in g  houses in the Delta who had 
never a c tu a lly  put together a house by themselves, but they were able to ge t a licence  1n the North 
and bid on these houses in  one o f the Delta communities and they put them a l l  to ge th e r. Hot one of 
them was a carpenter. They were from Saskatchewan. They b u i l t  a house and they had parts '. le f t  
o ve r, which they burned, which were parts that were very  important to the b u ild in g  o f a house. A ll?  
that s tu ff  comes to bear la te r when the maintenance costs s ta rt  going up and the In su la tio n  blows 
out o f the ro o f and the water gets in . That, to me, goes back to  the t ra in in g  and' the’ 
q u a lif ic a t io n s  o f the people invo lved . In a l l  my t ra v e ls ,  the people in the communities a re .w e ll 
able to  b u ild  the houses, and I th ink that that d ire c t io n  has to be given to the Housing 
Corporation. , :

On that same l in e  as the housing maintenance, in 1979 we proposed try in g  to  t ra in  people 1n eveijj!.* 
community to work on the e le c tr ic a l end of i t .  My recommendation was th a t we f in d  people wh6ie„, 
q u a lif ie d  and work through the GNWT and Housing, who own most of everyth ing  1n the С01Шп1;Ў|«1^ 
and that person tra in s  one ind iv idua l in each community. For example when they are bufldlng^fjgiUÇÿ 
or f iv e  houses that he would go in and work w ith  a loca l person to teach him a tra d e . Now. 
changed so that the people were taken from the community and given a s ix  week course In sçhoçiîi 
They tr ie d  to do re a lly  w e ll,  but i t  was ju s t  too short a time and 1t was away from home and 
were having to deal w ith  a ll these d if fe re n t  things at once and the whole program ju s t d id 
work. I t  was a fa i lu re .  I ended up re s ign in g  from one of the advisory committees I  was oft. 
that p a rt ic u la r  issue. . ,,• »

. ' / J f e
I s t i l l  think tha t people in the communities, through Housing and GNWT should be d irected  to ,t im fy  
and employ people in the communities. I r e a l ly  th ink th a t the Housing Corporation Is  the ОПе.рйв 
the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly can g ive  that kind of d ire c t io n  to and that th e y  can h ire , scwiebSidjf/'li4 
th e ir  o f f ic e  who can co -o rd ina te  these th ings with each community. H op efu lly  in f iv e  o r 
l ik e  was said e a r l ie r ,  instead o f spending $150,000 or $200,000 fo r  one o f these homes and gWeptjii 
money to the community and the whole process can be p re t t y  well done in the community. To яи, ' W  
respect to t ra in in g , I r e a l ly  hope i t  is  an area that th is  committee w i l l  address and t r y  
in to . I t  is  one thing to throw a house together but to have to keep re ly in g  on that.-’iwttfcqSptø 
con tra c tin g  procedure where i t  does not come back to  the community, and that could b»
Important part o f the community's economy, b u ild in g  f iv e  or s ix  houses a ye a r. I t  could emp1oys2u 
people, 30 people p re tty  well a l l  year around. That, is  a l l  I have to say, Mr. Chairman. ,
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you v e ry  much, Mr. Prima. Mr. Ballantyne?

MR. BALLANTYNE: That is  a good p o in t. I  ju s t  mint to exp la in  that we have had that concern ra ised  
in ju s t  about every community that we have been in , th a t the Housing Corporation has not provided 
n e a rly  enough tra in in g  fo r people to  be able to  do th a t .  I th ink Dan's comment that in  the fu tu re  
we would lik e  to see each community having the e xp e rtise  to bu ild  th e ir  own houses, he is  r ig h t  
because there w i l l  always be houses b u i l t  in the North and i t  can be a very  Important part o f the 
economy for each community. Like I sa id , 1t has been ra ised in e ve ry  community and I  can assure 
the people liere that we w i l l  looking in to  that and f in d in g  ways to f a c i l i t a t e  th a t.

I
8

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Are there fu rth e r  comments. M r. T 'S e le le .

MR. T 'SELEIE: Your Idea is  a good idea. You are saying that every year the corpora tion  is
spending, fo r example in F o rt  F ra n k lin , $150,000 fo r a house, and on top of th a t the costs of fu e l ,  
e le c t r ic i t y  might be another $1000 a month fo r the l i f e  of the b u ild in g , and on top o f that there 
1s the cost o f the Housing Corporation borrowing money from CMHC 1n Ottawa to b u ild  th is  p lace. 
Some o f the f ig u re s  we have heard thrown around, in some places w il l  end up costing  $400,000 by the 
time a l l  the costs are f ig u re d  out. I  r e a l ly  do not know how long th e  corporation was planning to  
continue operating under those kinds of arrangements. One o f the th ings th a t th is  committee fo r 
sure has to address are the costs . I  guess I am asking you what is  the way out of th is ?  Do we 
continue ju s t saying "Give us more housing" and never mind the cost? For sure cost has to be a 
fa c to r .  I  ju s t  wonder how you would answer something l ik e  th a t.

MR. DAN PRIMA: W e ll, I guess to t r y  and make th is  a l i t t l e  c le a re r ,  1n my perspective the o n ly
th ings that the Housing Corporation provide  are the money to bu ild  the  home and the e xp e rtise . The 
land belongs to the community and the money, now, belongs to the  community. People in the 
communities are understanding that they have a r ig h t  to have a home and the government has a 
commitment to provide  the people in  the communities w ith  homes. The o n ly  th ing  the  Housing
Corporation was set up to provide  was the e xpe rtise  to  get the houses b u i l t .  In my eyes, to solve
a lo t  o f problems and what I  said when I s ta rte d , was th a t I do not understand why in  1984 most o f 
the communities are not b u ild in g  most o f the houses themselves. That expe rtise  is  what the Housing 
Corporation 1s saying they are p ro vid ing . They are going to b u ild  a house and then we are going to  
charge you ren t fo r  b u ild in g  i t ,  and we are going to m aintain i t .

In the la s t number o f years the programs have started  up. The o il burner mechanic has started up 
so there is somebody who can f i x  furnaces in a lo t  o f the communities. And they have housing 
maintenance programs that people in the communities are able to do now. They are well aware o f how 
to f i x  most o f the house. I am not saying that they could not use some additional tra in in g  on th a t 
or even money, but those are the only th ings that the Housing Corpora tion  is p ro v id in g .

You do not have to convince me that the communities need a lo t  more t ra in in g  or that the people 
need to know how to b u ild  a house. One of the iiest carpenters I know is  Dene. The example I
brought up is  that the company that came up from down south and b u i l t  those houses 1n the D e lta ,
they made a lo t  o f mistakes tha t they covered up and they had ha rd ly  ever b u i l t  a house before . 
And yet when you go to the Housing Corporation they Im ply - -  I am not saying that they say t h is ,  
but they Imply - -  we ju s t cannot g ive you the money because you do not know how to b u ild  a house.
To me tha t is the key. Through my t ra in in g  I can b u ild  my own house, so I have that from top to
bottom, but I do not have a p iece of land so I have a d if fe re n t  type o f problem. I think that th a t
1s what the Housing Corporation does and I th ink that is the way to  eventu a lly  get r id  of the
Housing Corporation, so tha t people are responsible fo r  th e ir  own housing. I  am not saying 
government should not be in vo lved . You people should always be watching and be aware.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Sam?

MR. GARGAN: Thar.k you, Mr. Chairman. Dan, I guess one of the questions you asked was w ith  regard 
to con tractors. Most of the time the contractors that do come into the communities are from the
outside , so I guess they r e a l l y  do not put th e ir  heart in to  the construction  of the b u ild in g
i t s e l f .  Once the house is  completed they get somebody from the NWT Housing Corporation to come 
down and i f  they are s a t is f ie d  with the b u ild in g  then the contract is  completed and they close the 
agreement. Another th in g  I am hearing from you is  tha t there should be some preconditions put 1n 
these contracts so that they do hire lo ca l labour or t ra in  them. The other th in g  1s i t  would be up 
to the people at the local le v e l to be s a tis f ie d  tha t the job is completed and i t  is  to th e ir
s a tis fa c t io n , ra ther than someone e lse  from outside the community coming In to say th a t i t  is
okay. Another th ing  is  that the  communities are pro tected , that any fu tu re  fa u lts  in the b u ild in g  
would have to be repaired by the  contractor that d id i t  at th e ir  own expense, so rt o f th in g .
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I t  might be that the con tractors  coining in would have to make damned sure that they do a damned 
good job or else they might be los ing money.

MR. DAN PRIMA: W e ll, what I am saying is  that the mistakes I have seen made, I would ju s t  as soon 
see the mistakes being made by the people in the community at th is  stage. To the po int o f ge ttin g  
a well b u i l t  house, i f  I am in  town and I am working 1n F o rt  Providence on your house or your 
b ro th e r’ s house or your cous in 's  house and you are working w ith  me, and you know a b it  about what 
is  going on, you take a l i t t l e  pride in your work. You know th a t th is  board should go there , e tc . 
and that adds to the q u a lity  o f  the house. In a lo t  of cases that is  what you end up dealing with 
a year down the road. For example, in F o rt Providence, there was one house b u ilt  where they ran 
out of plywood fo r  the side , to  put on the o utside , so instead o f p u ttin g  plywood they ju s t  put the 
s id in g  on when nobody was the re , and they spent years f ig u r in g  out why i t  was costing thon at least 
tw ice  as much to heat tha t house as one e xa c tly  l ik e  i t ,  u n til they f i n a l l y  took the sid ing  o f f  and 
found no plywood there, and the in su la tio n  gets wet.

MR. GARGAN: So the comments that you have made, in the f in a l a n a lys is , the Housing Corporation 
should be there o n ly  as a funding agency and designate the moneys to the associations at the loca l 
le ve l and they in turn designate how the money should be spent, whether i t  be fo r  rehab o r fo r 
b u ild in g  a new house or something lik e  th a t.

MR. DAN PRIMA: I agree with you but I would not go so fa r as to say Housing Corporation should do 
th a t. I would say the Government of the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  should do tha t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Further questions? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I guess we are very aware of the mistakes that have been made by the government and 
from people coming from the South. Th is is  why we are here. I do not th ink we should take the 
time going in to  d e ta ils  about the tra in in g  programs that should exist, when our time is  so lim ite d , 
and there are so many people here who would l ik e  to state th e ir  concerns. I would ju s t  l ik e  to 
make a suggestion to you, Dan, i f  you have any ideas of how to go about the con tra c tin g  and 
t ra in in g ,  we would be very happy to re ce ive  your submission to the special committee. Thank you 
fo r  your concern and we w il l  put that in our recommendations as w e ll. Masi cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any fu rth e r comments or questions? Thank you, Mr. Prima. Are 
there  fu rth e r comments anyone would lik e  to make about housing in the community? We are here to 
hear your concerns about housing in the community, some of the things tha t you think should be done 
and how you think that we could help you get those. The concerns that you have about housing are 
the things that we would like  to  hear as we make a report to the rest of the Assembly.

MR. LEON MODESTE: My name is  Leon Modeste and I would lik e  to say something. These housing 
associa tion  people here today are - -  four times in a row, once in Y e llo w k n ife ,‘ here In F ra n k lin , 
therp are a board of d ire c to rs . Also Inuvik and Ye llow knife  and probably in  Ottawa, there are a 
lo t  of bosses and they probably do not do the same th in g , so o f now where we are l iv in g  the bosses 
i t  would be nice i f  they would take th ings into th e ir  own hands because they are the ones that l iv e  
in  the town and know what is happening. For Instance, people in  Inuv ik  come down here fo r two or 
three days and they r e a l ly  do not know how we l iv e  so fo r us that l iv e  here we would lik e  to take 
th ings In to  our own hands so that when we build our renta l houses we w i l l  know e xa c tly  what Is 
happening.

I think i t  is  very good to have these people here on the housing committee. We have talked a l o t '  
about housing and even though our ideas are good, th is  is  where i t  stays. I f  we were our own 
bosses we would not be in  the s itu a tio n  we are in now. Our debts are very high now and the bosses 
up in other areas are scared to  speak because they have th e ir  own bosses to look up to .

So you people that are lis te n in g  to our ideas and speaking fo r  us la te r  on, we are a ll working 
together and ho pe fu lly  that is  the way i t  w il l  s ta y . These houses th a t are being worked on, the 
ones Dan was ta lk in g  about, i f  they put up houses in  other communities o r in the South, they put I t  
where they want to put i t  but fo r  us i f  we want our homes put in a c e rta in  place, we have no' say. 
I t  would be nice i f  we could have a say in where we want our homes b u i l t .  C e c il ia  Baton mentioned 
tha t the homes are too close together —  maybe i f  there is  a f i r e  in one home i t  could spread very 
q u ic k ly .

When we f i r s t  had ren ta l houses, we were to ld  the o n ly  th ing  we had to  pay was two d o lla rs .- 8ut 
now i t  keeps going h igher and h igher, there are too many people l iv in g  in one house, the p r ic e  o f 
food is  very  high and we cannot keep up w ith  the high re n ts . We w i l l  always be poor. Skldoos, 
boats and th ings we would like  to  buy, what are we going to buy them w ith?
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How they are saying tha t people should b u ild  th e ir  own homes which I  th in k  1s v e ry  tru e . People 
th a t work fo r themselves w i l l  do a good Job but 1f they have a boss that t e l ls  them what to do I t  
p robab ly w i l l  not be as good. These moneys that are a llocated  to them to build  th e ir  own homes I  
fe e l people w i l l  probably b u ild  a very n ice  home fo r  themselves and also fo r  the fu tu re  of th e ir  
c h ild re n . I f  we ju s t le t  th ings be they w i l l  keep doing what they want to do w ithout asking us.

My w ife  Is  the  chairperson fo r  the local housing and that Is  why I am speaking. I  would r e a l ly  
l ik e  her to be chairperson mure and become a great c h ie f .  That 1; a l l  I have to thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I  am not too sure I f  we can help you make her a good c h ie f.

- -L a u g h te r

I ju s t  want to ask one question before the Members. You say that when the public  housing comes In 
th a t the community has no say where 1t w1U be p laced. Does the hamlet not contro l where c e rta in  
b u ild in g s  go In  the community?

CHIEF ISADORE YUKON: They have surveyed to  b u ild  re n ta l and p u b lic  housing. One of these days
th ey plan to put 1n a u t l l ld o r  and that Is  the reason the houses are b u ilt  so c lose  toqether. We 
have Commissioner's lo ts  here and DIAND lo ts  here and I t  1s a l l  mixed up. So, I th in k  what Leo Is  
t r y in g  to  say 1s that I f  he wants to  b u ild  his house r ig h t  here but he c a n 't  do i t  because they 
have to go through the hamlet to get a lo t  that 1s ava ilab le  from them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): When you say "They won't le t  him", who do you mean by "th e y "?  Is  I t  the 
Housing C orpora tion , 1s 1t the Department o f Local Government? Who Is  It?

MR. LEON MODESTE: (T ra n s la t io n ) I do not r e a l ly  know 1f 1t 1s the government or Housing saying
th a t. We would like  the loca l a u th o rit ie s  to decide where houses should be b u i l t .  You are golnq 
to be carry in g  our Ideas back w ith  you so 1f the people could b u ild  th e ir  homes where they want 
them would be n ice .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Leo. Are there any questions of Mr. Modeste? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I  just want to make a comment to Mr. Modeste. I am o n ly  so rry  that I  liv e  fa r away
from his w ife , otherwise I <ould encourage her to $1t up here w ith  me because I am the o n ly  woman 
t ra v e ll in g  w ith  th is committee as a Member of the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly. I f  she keeps q e ttln q  
involveo  w ith d if fe re n t  committees she ju s t  may be s it t in g  up here next time instead of one of 
these men. Mashl.

— Laughter

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I am a fra id  that maybe Mr. T 'S e le ie  would lik e  to  rebut some of those
statements. I  would ju s t  lik e  to say that she has never had 1t so good. She has her own harem.

MR. T 'SELEIE: (T ra n s la tio n ) What Leo said about the people d is t r ib u t in g  houses t e l l in g  you you
only had to pay two d o lla rs  fo r  rent but now in F o rt Good Hope and F o rt Norman, they to ld  then the 
same th ing  too. People that have been t e l l in g  us that our ideas sounds l ik e  one s to ry .  That 1s 
a ll I  would lik e  to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I ju s t  wanted to go a b it  fu rth e r on what Leo Modeste
stated and that 1s that the way the housing associa tion  now operates in the community Is  that the 
d is t r ic t  o ff ic e  t e l ls  the association  you are going to be g e ttin g  f iv e  houses, you s e le c t the lo ts  
where they are going to  be put and i t  is  o n ly  a fte r  the houses are b u i l t  that the people are 
a c tu a lly  given the house. So they r e a l ly  do not have any say on the kind of lo t  the house Is  on.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Chief Kodakin.

CHIEF GEORGE KODAKIN: (T ra n s la t io n ) The p ric e  of rent that you are ta lk in g  about is  very high. I
feel the people that are l iv in g  here In F ra n k lin  have to l iv e  w ith  the high p r ic e  of eve ryth ing  but 
as o f now down In the Great Bear area, we r e a l ly  l iv e  in the bush. We are an Iso la ted  comnunlty 
and the o n ly way things come In 1s by plane. Employment is  v e ry  low. Old age pensions and fa m ily  
allowance is  about a ll tha t comes in and now the band council have a contract with Esso Resources 
so th a t he!ps a b i t .  But as o f October 1t w i l l  be sh u ttin g  down and then where are we golnq to qet 
Jobs? Where 1s the money going to be coming from to pay our rent?
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Maybe you people can help w ith  
w ith  the cost o f f re ig h t  fo r  food th a t 

ve d o lla rs  and th a t Is the way we have 
A lo t  o f the people here are hesitan t

For us here, the o n ly  route fo r  money 1s by hunting and trapping and th is  Is  what we depend on. 
The housing a u th o r ity  people, government people, when they make a law, eve ry  two days they keep 
changing and making new laws. For us people, i t  is net Ш е  th a t. I f  we make a law, we s t ic k  by 
I t  u n t i l  the day we d ie . That Is the kind o f people we have and the kind o f law we l i v e  by. A t 
the beginning when we got the houses I t  would cost us two d o lla rs  and we thought that was law but 
now 1t has been broken and the p rice  of our rent keeps going up. 
lowci in y  tiie le n t but i f  you cannoi then maybe you can help 
comes 1n to reduce p ric e s . A dozen eggs costs us four or f h  
always had to l iv e  but ye t they s t i l l  keep ra is in g  the re n t, 
to speak up because they have large debts fo r  re n t but I th ink we a l l  feel the same way about our 
re n t. I hope that you people can help us in some way. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any comments? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I agree w ith  what Chief Kodakln 1s saying . For example, 1n
1s not as high as places lik e  F o rt 

a ir .  I b e lie ve , Mr. Chairman, that the 
on the economy o f the community, the 
l iv in g  fa cto r would be another way of

my own conmunlty, we do have a road so the p r ic e  of foexp 
F ra n k lin  where th ings have to be barged 1n or brought 1n by 
rent sca le, 1f and when 1t 1s Implemented should be based 
geographical area that the communities are in ,  the cost o f 
assessing rent and also the type o f community in each areja. For example, Fort F rank lin  would
probably be considered a re s id e n tia l area where most of the 
e ith e r hunting in the w intertim e and then retuning to the 
attend school. A l l  these fa c to rs  should be considered when

people do seasonal a c t iv it ie s  which 1s 
community when the c h ild re n  have to  

i new rent scale 1s put in to  place.

R ight now in the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s ,  the ren t scale 1s 
does not matter i f  you are 1n Fort Smith o r In u v ik , everytji 
though things may cost more 1n Inuvik than in F o rt  Smith 
when they are assessing re n t. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any fu rth e r comments?

based on the Income of everybody. I t  
ody pays the same type of re n t, even 
A ll those facto rs  should be considered

MR. PAUL BATON: My name 1s Paul Baton and 1 am from Foij-t F ra n k lin . I w i l l  ta lk  In S lavey.
(T ra n s la tio n ) I have been s it t in g  here observing people and we have a ll been ta lk in g  about the 
fu tu re . I feel good about us ta lk in g  about our problems, 
association are elected bodies and they should look at t(iem as bosses and lis te n  to them as 
bosses. In the past years we have ta lked about i t  a lo t  but nothing has changed. Things are going 
up l ik e  fu e l, water, e le c t r ic i t y  and i t  looks l ik e  we are not going to be going back.

For people that are b u ild in g  th e ir  own log homes and g e ttin g  money tha t is coming 1n fo r  th a t, I  
would l ik e  to question you about tha t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I am not too sure that we have very many answers fo r  you I f  you ask us
questions but go ahead and we w i l l  see.

MR. PAUL BATON: (T ra n s la tio n ) These people that want to bu ild  th e ir  own houses, 1t would be ve ry
nice 1f you could help them w ith  the money to  b u ild  these homes. We have ta lked  about 1t a lo t  o f 
times but to th is  day, nothing has happened. I t  seems lik e  nobody is lis te n in g  to anybody. People 
that go out in the bush fo r two or three months, th e ir  house Is empty, no water 1s being d e liv e re d , 
no l ig h ts  are on, and they do not remove the sewage, yet th e ir  rent stays the same. I do not th ink  
th is  Is  r ig h t .

We are not a ll going to build  log houses but i t  would be nice i f  you would look at the price  o f 
ren ts . I t  would be nice 1f the old age pensioners that have to pay $30 or $40 did not have to pay 
such a high re n t. I f  people were given money to b u ild  th e ir  own log houses th ey would fe e l b e tte r 
knowing that they are l iv in g  in  th e ir  own homes but l iv in g  in rental homes we do not feel we have 
the r ig h t  to do what we want w ith  our houses because they are rented.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any questions or comments? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just to comment on what you are saying, in the past, before 
1972, most of the Dene people in the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s  were use to  b u ild in g  th e ir  own houses. 
The community would get together and help b u ild  a home fo r whoever needed 1t. Since 1972 we are In  
a s itu a tio n  where renta l houses came in , the government sta rted  g iv in g  us fre e  houses, fre e  fu e l,  
free eve ryth ing  - -  they spoiled us ro tte n . I am' not saying that i t  1s the government’ s fa u lt ,  1t 
was not meant to hurt the people but i t  is  coming to the point where people lik e  yo u rs e lf are 
s ta rt in g  to come out and ta lk  and we are the ones here to l is te n  to you.
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make th ings r ig h t  r ig h t  now but maybe we can make th ings r ig h t  fo r our c h ild re n  and our 
ch ild re n  s c h ild re n . We cannot take o n ly  the Dene's po int of view In to  con sidera tion , we also have 
to take the government and the white people 's po int o f view too. I f  we could sort o f  balance I t  
then th a t 1s probably the best way of approaching 1t. I am happy to hear that people l ik e  you are 
coming out and vo ic in g  your opinions because th is  1s the o n ly  way we w i l l  be able to shape 
something fo r the fu tu re . Mashl.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you.

*  PAW BATON: (T ra n s la tio n ) L ike  I was saying , the log houses that they are b u ild in g  now, we
*°U ^°u tu  us ^ u lld  and 1f 1t 1s our own homes, 1t w i l l  be good for our wives and
our c h ild re n . These renta l homes are not ours so I f  something happens to us I f  our c h ild re n  do not 
nave any money, I t  Is hard fo r  them to pay re n t. I f  the government can help us bu ild  our own homes 
that would be very  n ice , we could get our own wood that 1s no problem, that 1s the way we use to  
l iv e .  We are not white people, we are Dene people.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you again fo r your comments. Those are the th in gs that we w i l l  be
ta lk in g  about as Mr. Gargan says, and maybe we can get some kind o f changes made for people, I f  we 
can, fo r  people who are l iv in g  now as w e ll as fo r  people o f the fu tu re . Everyoody has the r ig h t  to 
l iv e  a l i f e  In d ig n ity  and to get what should be th e irs  w ithout ru in in g  th e ir  own l i f e s t y le  and 
u we t r y  to  address q u ick ly  when we make recommendations In

For the young people and th e ir  ch ild ren  who w i l l  come along la te r ,  we are going to have to spend a 
greater amount o f time in t r y in g  to develop recommendations that w i l l  change government p o lic ie s  
fo r those people In the fu tu re . But the things that we can do to help the e ld e rs , who have spent 
many years p ro v id in g  fo r th e ir  own people, I th in k  we be lieve  that they are deserving o f a b ette r 
way as w e ll .  That 1s what we w i l l  attempt to do, whether we are successful or not w ill  depend upon 
how strong we can make the recommendations to government and how much input we get from people as 
we go to  d iffe re n t  communities. So I thank you for your comments and g iv in g  us your Ideas on how 
things should change.

MR. DOLPHUS McKENSO: Mashl cho. My name is Dolphus McKenso. (T ra n s la tio n ) Thank you very much
fo r  your guys being here. I am the guy that has worked fo r the associa tion  fo r 13 years.

In  1980 they b u i l t  10 houses which are r e a l ly  te r r ib le .  They are not 1n ve ry  good c o n d itio n .
Because the houses that these con tractors  work on do not own the houses they do not seem to do a
good Job . When they put t i l e s  on the f lo o r  i t  should be done by someone that knows how to put 
t i le s  down. When plywood is  put on the houses I t  is  suppose to be glued between the wall end 
plywood - -  when they put the f lo o r in g  down, n a ils  are put in about e igh t inches apart and th is  Is
not r ig h t..  A lo t  o f people say there are leaks in the houses because they have not put tarps
underneath the ro o fin g . We also have water leaking ins ide  on the w a lls .  The con tractors  when they 
work on the houses they are always in a hurry.

In  1969 they b u i l t  12 houses and I worked with them. When we work we do not even have a coffee 
break but they are always in a h u rry . When I worked w ith  them, I worked very hard. Sometimes I 
worked fo r  10 hours without a coffee  break. The contractors are not doing a good job at bu lld lnq  
our houses and people complain a fte r they move in .  The 12 houses that were b u i l t  are now belnq 
renovated and even a fte r they f i x  them up they are s t i l l  not r ig h t  and they also le f t  a mess with 
ta r or something a ll  over the f lo o rs . There should always be a foreman or somebody working w ith  
them so th a t they would make sure that they do a good job .

When they bu ild  houses they always put heavy s tu f f  on one side l ik e  the watertank, o i l  tank and 
that is why the houses are always lopsided. When they f i x  the houses I do not know 1f they are 
going to do a good job . We have had troub le  w ith  the windows and doors Г  ju s t  about a ll the 
houses and th is  is  why people complain that th e ir  houses are cold .

I  have worked fo r  housing fo r  13 years and I know a ll that has been going on in  that time and I 
Know that the contractors b u ild in g  and re p a irin g  houses do not do a qood job . I am the one that 
goes out and does the re p a irs  a fte r a con tractor was supposed to have done them. That Is a l l  I  
have to say r ig h t  now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Mr. McKenzo.
comnlttee would lik e  to ask? Mr. Gargan.

Are there comments or questions Members of the
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MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. McKenzo, 1f I t  1s any consolation  to you , we MLAs have
worked very hard too but we are probably g e tt in g  less pay than you. One question I have Is ,  do you 
th in k  I t  Is f a i r  fo r  the people that are re n tin g  these houses to be paying f u l l  ren t I f  the houses 
are not maintained to I ts  fu l le s t?

MR. DOLPHUS McKENZO: (T ra n s la tio n ) Maybe ju s t  a q u a rte r. 25 cents fo r  re n t. What Sam has said Is
r ig h t .

- --L a u g h te r

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I ju s t  have one question , Mr. McKenzo. Who 1s doing the rehab In Fort
F rank lin  th is  coming year? Is 1t T u llta  E n terp rises  from Fo rt Norman7

MR. DOLPHUS McKENZO: (T ra n s la tio n ) Yes, I th in k  so.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Can I ask you th is  question then. Do you th ink th a t the loca l Band, the 
corpora tion  or the Hamlet or you and your other two people from the maintenance s ta ff  o f the 
a sso cia tion , could do the rehabs? And I f  you could do 1t , why are you not doing I t?

MR. DOLPHUS McKENZO: (T ra n s la tio n ) No one has ever asked us.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Did you ask them?

MR. DOLPHUS McKENZO: (T ra n s la tio n ) No.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): With the kind o f expertise  that you have and I know tha t A lb e rt Is  a 
journeyman now from Thebacha C o llege , the hamlet has good maintenance people and the Band has a 
development corporation now. I would think that you should not le t  those kinds of o p p o rtu n itie s  go 
by, you should te l l  the Housing Corporation that you want to do the maintenance and the rehab here 
because you people are smart enough to do 1 t. You have had 13 years experience 1n the associa tion  
p lus working w ith  the housing, you have people who are tra ined as journeymen carpenters to do the
work. So, I guess what I am saying to you 1s that i f  there Is rehab work to be done next year In
F o rt Franklin  that you t e l l  the Housing Corpora tion  you can do I t .  Everybody 1n town get together
and do 1t. That would mean more jobs and b rin g  more money In to  the community.

I do not expect that you answer th a t, 1t is  a comment that I made to you. I would thank you very 
much fo r your comments to us. I f  there are no fu rth e r questions o f Mr. McKenzo, again thank you.

MR. DOLPHUS McKENZO: (T ra n s la tio n ) I would lik e  to say one more th in g . When they have t ra in in g ,
do they put the money down fo r them? The Dene people want to work.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Lena.

MS LENA CLEARY: There are a couple of th in gs that I le f t  out when I was here the f i r s t  time and
th a t Is the economic rent has increased too and also the HAP program. I f  a person 1s l iv in g  1n 
re n ta l housing and they want to apply fo r HAP program, they w i l l  not a llow  a person to apply I f  
they have arrea rs . They should have 1t that I t  app lies to the people with arrears too because once 
they get in to  the HAP program they can g ra d u a lly  pay up th e ir  a rrea rs .

A lso  the Income that we take from people, we use the gross amount and we should be using the net 
amount. Is there anyway that you, the MLAs, can t r y  to g ive  the people a clean s ta r t  w ith th e ir
a rre a rs . This was brought up at several meetings that I attended with the people because they were 
to ld  before that they did not have to pay i f  they did not have the money. This was misunderstood 
by the people.

When a person wants to move Into ren ta l housing they have to g ive  up th e ir  p riva te  homes. And I  do 
not think the Housing Corporation should do th is .  They should have le f t  the p riva te  homes w ith the 
people that own them.

Another th ing  is  the housing employees do not get overtime pay. There Is a lo t  o f times that they 
have to work overtim e. That Is about a ll I  have to say.



CHAIRMAN (Hr. McCall urn): Lena, you have mentioned three or four th in gs . The HAP grant that cannot 
i i i  arrears anc* cental housing to  be there. That 1s a suggestion that you have made to  us and we 

w i l l  have to consider. Another one Is that i f  somebody 1s In arrears whether we can do anything 
about having the  government w rite  1t o f f  or the  government t e l l  the Housing Corporation to w r ite  
o f f  those a rrea rs . That is  again something that we w i l l  have to d iscuss. The question about 
employee ben efits  1s a tough question . I f  we were to take your e a r l ie r  suggestion that the 
employees of the housing asso cia tion , i f  the associa tion  becomes a committee as I t  were o f the 
hamlet, then these employees would then be employees of the hamlet the refo re  thev would aet the 
samp pne s as employees c f the 'lamleL bui tha t is a suggestion that we are qoing to have to look 
at and make a recommendation on.

You have said th a t the Housing Corporation should not have moved people from th e ir  o r ig in a l homes 
In to  re n ta l housing. 1 th ink  that was done p r io r  to the housing associa tion  coming In to  existence 
because 1t did not come In to  existence u n t il 1974. And th is  was done many years p r io r to that as 
has been said. The federa l government were respo ns ib le  and I am not too sure whether we can qo 
back to the federa l government and say they have done the wrong th in g  and now do something b e tte r . 
In a lo t  of cases, people do not have th e ir  o r ig in a l homes to qo back to because they have been 
bulldozed down, burned or destroyed in some manner. The question arises as we look around the 
communities, whether in fa c t we should not be making some recommendation to the Houslnq C orpora tion  
not to do rehabs because the rehab money on the houses is  very expensive. You know yo u rse lf i t  
runs 155,000 to  175,000. You are p u ttin g  that much money Into a "s h e lte r"  when in p o in t of fa c t 
what you are ending up w ith a fter p u ttin g  $75,000 of rehab in to  an older home, you are s t i l l  ending 
up with an o ld e r home that Is more expensive and a l i t t l e  more crowded dependlnq on how the rehab 
and r e t r o f i t  and everyth ing else is  done. We look at th is  and wonder i f  we are doing the r iq h t  
th in g . Maybe we should leave those homes as they are and have the in d iv id u a l, e sp e c ia lly  the 
northern re n ta ls , se ll them to the ind iv idua ls  and use the money we are p u ttin g  on rehabs to g iv e  
as a grant to people so we can get a few log houses In the community.

Those are some o f th ings that we have to deal with as a committee on housing. We re a liz e  th a t 
something Is wrong w ith housing and we w i l l  take your comments and the comments we have heard 1n
a l l  the communities and t r y  to come up w ith  a good recommendation. I t  w i l l  not be easy fo r us to
do a ll these th in g s . We w i l l  not s a t is fy  everybody but I f  we get some people s a t is f ie d  1n the 
communities I th in k  a fte r lis te n in g  to the suggestions that you q ive  us that we w i l l  have done what 
you are asking us to do.

MS LENA CLEARY: In other words, do not put our hopes up too high.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): No. I am not suggesting that you do not put your hopes up, but do not
th ink th a t we are going to be able to  solve a ll the problems q u ic k ly . We th ink that we can do some 
things q u ick ly  but other th ings are going to take some time to qo throuqh because we have another 
db communities to  go to .

I would l ik e  to sim ply say to  you, the c h ie f, the mayor, the housinq association and to your MLA,
мг. I be le ie  how pleased that we, as a committee, are to come in to  the community of Fort F ra n k lin
and meet with you . We have been made aware of your many problems. We have been able to see what 
the young people in town have been able to do by workinq toqether to  put up the new HAP loq  houses 
and they are working together. And that speaks w e ll fo r  the people o f th is  community.

I t  is  always a pleasure to go into communities where you get such a large turnout of people who may
not always talk to  us and voice  th e ir  concerns but at le as t we get a good c ro ss -sectio n  o f people 
to te l l  us what is  going on. We en joy the h o s p ita l it y  you have shown us to come into your v e ry  
nice community and hamlet, Mr. Mayor. And we hope that we would be able to do something to he lp  
people i n th ,|com m unity, as we would lik e  to help people in every community. I am not try in q  to  
cut anybody o ff i f  there are others who would l ik e  to speak but I want to ind icate  to you that we
take our job v e ry  se rio u s ly . We are not here on a tour o f the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s .  I t  takes a
lot of time for us, we have our own re s p o n s ib il it ie s  in our own con stitu en c ies , we have our own 
ta m llie s . We have been away once fo r  two weeks and we w i l l  be away th is  time fo r 11 or 12 days.

What i am saying on behalf o f the committee is th a t we are here to do a job fo r  the people of the 
Northwest T e r r ito r ie s .  We want to be able to help people get a home, help people believe  that th e y  
w i l l  get a home and would have the hopes o f g e ttin g  something done. I would once again like  to  
thank you fo r a llow in g  us to come here. Are there other Members who would lik e  to comment? Mr 
DdiIantyne.



MR. BALLANTYNE: I would a lso l ik e  to  thank the people of F o rt F rank lin  fo r  In v it in g  us. I  would
a lso  like  to  give a special thanks to your MLA, John T ’ S e le le . John was elected la s t  November, as 
were seven o f the people here. Seven of us are new MLAs and we are learn in g  the Job and th is  has 
been a tremendous o p p o rtu n ity  fo r us to t ra v e l together to the communities. John has worked very  
hard on your behalf 1n the Assembly. He has brought your concerns forward to us and 1n the  fu tu re  
when he ta lk s  about Fort F ra n k lin  since we have been here, we w i l l  understand the problems much 
b e tte r  and we w i l l  be able to support John in  what he 1s try in g  to do fo r  you 1n th is  community.
So. thank you very much and 1t has been a grpat. learn in g  р х п р г1рп гр  fn r me and T know for the  nther
Members o f ' the committee. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mashl cho. I would ju s t  lik e  to  say tha t I  was very  amazed with the b ig
communities that Mr. T 'S e le ie  is  covering. I have o n ly  two b ig  communities to cover and I am 
fin d in g  1t very hard to v i s i t  these communities as o ften  as I would lik e  because o f the commitment 
we made to s i t  on th is  Special Committee on Housing.

Because we have now been in to  Mr. T 'S e le le 's  area, the next time we are s it t in g  1n the L e g is la t iv e  
Assembly, 1f he should request anything fo r  his community, he w i l l  get my support because I now
know what he 1s ta lk in g  about and he also needs your support. Again I would lik e  to  thank everyone
and I am happy I had the chance to meet a Vst o f you people. Mashl.

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): Thank you.

MAYOR ISADORE YUKON: Mr. Chairman, we have given you our comments about housing and everyth ing 1s
1n your hands now. Th is is  the f i r s t  time we have had seven MLAs here so I hope you make a strong
recommendation to improve th ings fo r us. I t  is  too bad that you people are not staying overn igh t
because we have a lake f u l l  of trou t here and you should have gone f is h in g .  Thank you again , Mr.
Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): Thank you, Mr. Mayor, I appreciate th a t. There are those who would lik e
to stay but we have to leave to get to  Tuktoyaktuk.

Before I leave , I would lik e  to s in g le  out some people here to thank them. F ir s t  o f a ll to  Lena
C le a ry  fo r her help in taking us around town and o bv iou s ly  fo r  the assistance she gave us. The
meal at the hotel was great again as i t  has been. I would also lik e  to express our thanks to  Judy 
Tutcho and to Laura. Judy fo r  coming out and helping us with the tra n s la tio n  to n ig h t. And again
w ith  Laura, I am goinq to t r y  to tw is t  her arm to keep coming w ith  us but I understand that th is  Is
the last session Laura w i l l  be w ith us and I want to ind icate  to them tha t we would not have been 
able to go through our meetings w ithout the assistance o f both g i r ls .  That Is  not to  take anything 
away from our always present M ain and E rica  who help us and to Chris 1n helping us qet going.

Again thank you fo r  coming out and everybody that has made a c o n trib u tio n  here to n igh t In  pu tting  
fo r th  th e ir  comments, they are of extreme value to us in making our recommendations tc  the" 
Assembly.

MAYOR ISADORE YUKON: Chief George Kodakin had to leave but he asked me to convey his thanks fo r  -
v is it in g  us.

— ADJOURNMENT
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Non-payment of rent 1s a chronic problem of the association that wo eust deal with. Many of the 
tenants have several hundred dollars and sometimes thousands of dollars In rental arrears. The 
Tuktoyaktuk Housing Association's total arrears are close to 3200,000. fhis is a serious prubltw 
for the board. Recently wo Implemented a rental arrears collection policy, however, i t  1s too soon 
to evaluate its  success. These high arrears lim it our a b ility  to request funds for various repair 
programs, construction of new units and most Important, 1t limits our Input Into decision making 
power wa may have with the Housing Corporation.

Our comwnity has a high Incidence of tenant caused damage to the units. This is also a chronic 
problem that we must contend with. The reoccurring damages common 1n Tuktoyaktuk are broken 
windows, doors, walls and cupboards. The Implications of these damages are many, they cause higher 
fuel and power costs, higher maintenance costs, the general condition of the unit deteriorates and 
U  may be t  health and safety hazard to the tenants In the home. These are only a few of the 
obvious effects of tenant caused damages. The board has addressed this issue many times. Us 
recognize that social problems directly contribute to the amount of tenant caused damages. We are 
now In itiating the development of a tenant workshop to be presented to the cornunlty to address 
this serious problem as well as addressing payments of rent.

The environmental conditions In the North are severe and not conducive to poorly designed homes. 
This Is a chronic problem as well. We have found that many of the designs of our units may ba 
Ideal for the South but are Inappropriate and Inefficient for this extreme climate we experience In 
the North, These poorly designed units are built at high cost to the taxpayer and continually 
Impose a strain on our maintenance budget. In addition to poor designs, we have to cope with the 
use of poor quality materials. A few examples are, sand Is used for foundations rather than 
gravel, the Interior and exterior walls are of poor quality. Walls, floors and celllnqs have 
Inferior materials and therefore the durability of the units Is very poor.

Perhaps one of the greatest Inefficiencies we have noted with quality and designs Is the water and 
sewage systems Installed in tha units, ft 1s an annual occurence to have units freeze up In the 
winter. Tha potential health hazards to the tenants 1s apparent, not to mention the high cost of 
repairs for frozen water and sewage systems, What are some of our alternatives to these problems? 
The practice of awarding tenders to the lowest bidder 1s understandable as public funds arc used to 
construct file homes, however, a policy should be In place whereby e contractor who has Inadequately 
built units in the past may not be awarded a tender 1n the future. This would seen not only 
practical, but also make sound business tense when one considers the high cost of maintaining 
poorly built units. The private sector would certainly not tolerate such Inadequacies. Public 
funds are used, therefore, particular attention should be made to the quality and designs of the 
homes 1n the North to ensure taxpayers dollars are being used wisely.

We would like to have a greater Input Into tha decisions Involving construction, design and 
inspection of new units. Me have lived here all our lives and understand what provisions and
considerations must ba made In construction for tha environment we live in.

Me mention problems with water and sewage designs 1n the homes, however, design 1s not always the 
problem» In Tuktoyaktuk, our water should be delivered and sewage pumped out on a regular basis.
This does not occur. Nany of our tenants have had to wait two or three days for water delivery,
though they.ppirilstently have requested delivery. When the sewage is not pumped out reqularly, the 
tanks f i l l  up and sometimes freeze-ups occur because of fu ll tanks. These are essential services 
and should be carried out efficiently to ensure the sound health of thm tenants living In the 
homes.

Tuktoyaktuk has experienced a great population growth in the past few years. The Impact of this 
Increase Is far reaching as i t  pertains to the housing the effect has been a severe shortage of 
housing. Many young families must continue to live in their parent's homes because other 
accommodations are not evallabte. The social, health and emotional problems created by overcrowded 
conditions art many. More homes are needed for these young families.

Tha sometimes volatile social problems of members of Tuktoyaktuk aro often cited In tha media. 
This is a complex issue and we do not wish to address 1t today as this is not the mandate of this 
committee. However, we would like to offer that the lack of adequate housing in Tuktoyaktuk can 
unly enhance the many problems that this community has. We are mindful that land is not readily 
available in Tuktoyaktuk and funding 1s limited for the construction of new units.

I
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MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: We h._ve not thought o f  a lte rn a tiv e s  ye t. I can say th a t at th is  p o in t, our
f i r s t  no tices have been very successfu l. Most people have come Into the o f f ic e  or n o tif ie d  th e  
houslnq associa tion  and have begun to pay toward th e ir  a rre a rs . We have had to send out a few  
demand notices fo r  rent but we have not gotten to the point yet where we are v is i t in g  those tenants 
before the th ird  notice  Is sent.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any fu rth e r auestlons? The amount, ynu cay ic  annrnvimatel «
$200,000. Has t h is  been going on fo r  some tim e, or 1s th is  recent? A re  the arrears over a lung 
period o f time? What has been the ra te  of c o lle c t io n  over the la s t year or so? Has 1t improved, 
has 1t m aintained, obv iously you have 135 u n its , you have $200,000, you are g e ttin g  close to  $1500 
to $1800 on an average of arrears on 135 u n its .  Somebody must owe a lo t  more than $1500 t o  $1800. 
What 1s the average rent of a unit?

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: There is  high unemployment here In Tuk, so many of the un its  go f o r  $32 a 
month, which Is the unemployed ra te . I cannot g ive you an average r ig h t  now but I could send It  on 
to the committee. From what I understand from looking ever the books, our arrears have 
m aintained. They have not. gotten worse or b e tte r , except fo r the la s t  two or three months since 
th is  c o lle c tio n  p o lic y  has been Implemented. The arrears have accumulated over many years , some go 
as fa r back as 1970. We know that we cannot c o lle c t  rent fo r more than seven years but th a t Is as 
fa r back as some o f the arrears go.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): How many people are there on the maintenance s ta ff?

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: R ight now, we have two f u l l  time maintenance workers. We are presently in  
the process of h ir in g  a th ird  f u l l  time person and also a summer helper.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Those two people do the maintenance work fo r  129 houses and s ix  senior
c it iz e n  un its?  Is  that correct?

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: No. The maintenance fo r  the senior c it iz e n s  u n its  1s contracted o u t. Th is  
has been agreed upon w ith the In u it  N o n -P ro fit  Housing C o rpo ra tio n . Our maintenance people take 
care of a l l  the Housing Corporation u n its , which is  129 u n its . As I sa id  we are hi the process o f  
h ir in g  but we do need more maintenance men.

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): How ere you going to  pay the extra  help you w i l l  be h ir in g ?

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: We have been a llocated  a budget fo r  four fu l l  time maintenance people fo r  '
1984.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You mentioned as w e ll that water d e liv e ry  and sewage pumpout was slow. ?
Is  that a Hamlet re s p o n s ib il ity ?  Have you ta lked to the hamlet about th is ?

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: DeT iv e ry  is  two or three times a week depending on the s ize  of the u n its  and 
the tanks. The hamlet has contracted out the sewage and water contracts and we have spoken to the 
Hamlet of the problems we have experienced w ith  the con tracto r.

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): Of the 1 ?9 u n its , how many units have been rehabed over the last year o r
two?

MR. JOEY CARPENTER: About 30 un its have been rehabbed In the last three years.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): On a f in a l note before I ask anybody e lse . You say the Income c e ll in g  i s
too high fo r  your renta l sca le . You ta lked about an income c e ilin g  on a rental sca le.

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: No. What we had hoped to say is  th a t, not so much that the Income ceiling, 
is  too high but basing your ren ta l assessments s o le ly  on income does not seem to  be a fa ir  system s 
That there should be some consideration  to the cond ition  of the un it you are rentinq  and some 
considera tion  as to  whether you are ren ting  a northern ren ta l or pu b lic  housing. At this po1ntr 
those th in gs are not taken in to  con sidera tion .

a :CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): But given the a rre a rs , does i t  much m atter.

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: Yes, because where is  the incentive  to pay your re n t when your'house is 1n
poor con d itio n .



-  3 2 9

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What would you suggest as a fa ire r  re n ta l <ale7

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: At th is  point the rental scale 1s f a i r .  I f  I t  could be prorated with the
con d ition  ra te , for example, con d ition  ra tin gs  are done on the hor.es annually. I f  fo r  example, 
the condition ra t in g  o f your house Is  ?0, then your ren ta l scale would be adjusted according to 
th a t 20 tha t your re n d itio n  ra t in g  Is .  I f  your home Is  100, then you would be paying the maximum 
In  your ren ta l seule.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any fu rth e r questions? Sam.

MR. GARGAN: lhank you, Mr. Chairman. In a lo t o f the communities we have tra v e lle d  to , sometimes
the tenants were very re lu c ta n t to make presentations to th is  committee because they were scared of 
the land lo rds. I am ju s t  th in k in g  that 1200,000 Is  a lo t  of money 1n arrears. Do you think i t  
would be good 1f there was ju s t a to ta l w r ite -o f f  on those arrears and s ta rt something new7

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: On a v e ry  personal basis, ! do not think I am In any p o s it io n  to answer th a t
because we cannot w r ite -o f f  a rre a rs . You could ask the board what th e ir  fe e lin g  is .

MR. GARGAN: You were ta lk in g  about the renta l sca le  and I guess 1t should be based on the economy
I t s e l f ,  the geographical lo ca tion , the cost of l iv in g  fa c to r, the type of community arid also the 
cost, of m a in ta in ing a house. I t  would be a fa ire r  scale than the present scale that they are using 
which is based on the to ta l income. There is a lo t  of seasonal work here. Do the o il companies 
h ire  lo c a lly?

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: They do, but again that is  seasonal work because summer Is the busy time fo r
the o il  companies.

MR. GARGAN: In the ren t scale i t  says hunting and trapplnq is part of the Income. Do you think I t
Is  fa ir  fo r  people to be paying rent fo r Income outside the community. You know, when you qo out 
on the land In a skidoo you have to buy gas and e s s e n tia ls . Those poor guys are out there k i l l in g  
themselves t r y in g  to make a l iv ln q  and then going back to a community, the In cen tive  Is not there.

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: A t th is tim e, very few people that make a liv in g  on hunting and trapping are
assessed as being employed. There is  a couple of reasons for th a t .  M ain ly, because i t  is  hard to 
assess what the Income o f the person would be when they are hunting and trapping because 1t is nof 
a sa la ry . Secondly, fo r  the reason that you mention, that they ar< qoing outside o f the community 
to work.

I ju s t  want to mention when you were saying about maintaining the house. When I mentioned the 
c e ll in g  o f Income for m ain ta in ing houses that i t  does not re f le c t  the present cost of H v ln o . I 
was re fe rr in g  s o le ly  to  the a p p lica tio n s  fo r home-ownership, I understand that fo r  the R and R 
homes the c e ll in g  is $30,000 per fam ily  and the board fe e ls  very stronq ly that that Is  too low when 
you consider the cost o f  m aintaining your house and the cost of l iv in g  in Tuk.

MR. GARGAN: I notice  quote a b it  o f rehab houses being done and I also notice a lot o f o ther
houses 1n very poor con d itio n , how does the association decide who aets the rehab Droqram and what 
do you th ink  about the programs. Do you th ink that the money should be under your contro l and your 
decision how the rehab money should be u t il iz e d ?

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: I  have not been Involved in  any decision making for the rehabs, so I th in k
i t  would be fa ir  to have a board member answer that..

A SPEAKER (M ale): Dp to now, the decis ion  to rehab certa in  un its has been made In the Inuvlk
d is t r ic t  o f f ic e .

MR. GARGAN: What do you think o f the rehabing?

A SPEAKER (M ale): I th in k  every house in Tuk should be rehabed.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I guess we are g e ttin g  a l i t t l e  b it behind tim e. We said that we would
s ta r t  the public  meeting at 7:30 and i t  is  now 7:45. Could we ask that 1f Members o f the board of 
d irec to rs  would want to speak again at the public  meeting, would you feel free  at speaking up at 
th a t time?

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

TUKTOYAKTUK. JULY 13. 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I would lik e  to thank a ll  o f you fo r coming out to the meeting. I  am sure
you w i l l  have some concerns that you wish to sta te .

Before I go on, I would l ik e  to introduce our commitee. We are a ll e lected Members fo r the NWT. 
My name is  Ludy Pudluk and I am from the High A rc t ic .  On my le f t  is  Arnold McCallum from F o rt 
Smith, we are both co-chairmen o f th is  committee. Next 1s E l iz a  Lawrence fo r  Tu Nedhe; E l i ja h  
Erkloo fo r Foxe Basin; Michael Angottitauru q  fo r  K itikm eot East. On my r ig h t  is  Sam Garqan fo r Deh 
Cho; John T 'S e le ie  fo r Sahtu; and Mike B allantyne fo r  Ye llow kn ife  North.

I would also lik e  to  Introduce the In te rp re te rs , Mai 1i C u rle y  from Frobisher Bay; E rica
Nutararadluk from Y e llo w k n ife ; Robert Kaptana from Holman; and Aqnes Rufus from Tuk. Our
co -o rd ina to r is  Penny Aumond.

The Special Committee on Housing consists of e igh t elected MLAs and four a lternates appointed by 
the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly in February 1984 to  in ve s tiga te  the concerns of the people in the 
communities about housing. The special committee w i l l  a lso review the operation of the NWT Housing 
Corporation.

We would l ik e  to thank the hamlet council fo r  th e ir  in v ita t io n  to have th is  Soecial Committee on 
Housing v is i t  and hold pu b lic  hearings. Over the next s ix  months about 40 communities w i l l  be 
v is ite d .  The NWT Housing Corporation w i l l  a lso be reviewed by the committee and an in te rim  report 
w i l l  be tab led at the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly th is  f a l l .  The f in a l report w i l l  contain 
recommendations based on the community hearings and the NWTHC review . I t  is  to go t^ the
communities and those recommendations are to make improvements in housing at the community le v e l.

The community hearings are the f i r s t  step in f in d in g  out what the people would lik e  to see happen 
with housing. I t  w il l  not be possib le  to  make any promises about what the committee w i l l  be able 
to do. The committee has to consider the housing so lu tion  throughout the NWT and look at where the 
money would come from fo r  any changes i t  might suggest. The committee has a re s p o n s ib il it y  to  make 
sure that the recommendations i t  makes are r e a l is t ic  and p o s it iv e , recommendations that would
s e lf -a c t  at leas t some o f the problems that we are now dealing w ith . Therefo re , we welcome your 
suggestions fo r improvement and encourage you to share your views w ith  us.

I f  you would lik e  to speak, please step up to the microphone and state your name fo r the reco rd . 
Everyth ing that is  said here is  recorded and la te r  on there w i l l  be a t ra n s c r ip t a va ila b le . The 
tra n s c rip t w i l l  be sent to the NWT Housing Corporation and also to the housing association in  the 
communities. We set up th is  committee to see what the people th ink about the housing, on the 
Housing Corporation leve l down to the community le v e l.

I have been an MLA since 1975 and 1 have been tr y in g  to deal w ith  the Housing Corporation since 
then. I t  is  ve ry  hard fo r  one person to deal w ith  the Housing C orpora tion . Last w in ter durlnq the 
session, I Introduced the motion to set up th is  committee. A l l  the MLAs supported me in  th is  
motion. The committee was set up and now we are t ra v e ll in g  to the communities. So fa r we have 
v is ite d  16 communities since the beginning of June and th e re 'is  25 more communities to v i s i t  before 
the f a l l  session in November.

We are proud of ourselves r ig h t  now because the people in the communities seem to be v e ry  concerned 
about the housing. We are not working fo r  the Housing Corpora tion . We are not working fo r  the 
government. We are working fo r  you people, and we w i l l  b ring  your concerns to the Housing 
Corporation in  Y e llow kn ife . I w i l l  now ask the other co-chairman from the West to make his openinq 
remarks. Mr. McCallum.
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MR. Mr.CALLUM: I am not sure that I have anything fu rth e r to add than what Mr. Pudluk has s a id , but 
we have been g e ttin g  turnouts in the communities, both in the West and in the East. We are here to  
hear your concerns about the d e liv e ry ,  the supply, the a llo c a tio n  or who should be g e ttin g  housing 
in the North. We are here to l is te n  and discuss what you have to say about ren ta l sca les, and 
lis te n  to suggestions that you ?s to how th ings could be b e tte r . We Can.iuL l e l i  you now, how 
they w i l l  become bette r but we w i l l  take everyth ing that you say toqether w ith  everyth ing that has 
been said by other people in other communities, we then w i l l  s i t  down to t r y  to do th ings . There 
may be some things we can do f a i r l y  q u ick ly  because we are not o n ly concerned with people who w i l l  
be coming along but we are concerned about people and th e ir  problems now. We think f hat there are 
some th ings that we can p o ss ib ly  do to t r y  to have the government chanqe some of th e ir  p o lic ie s  and 
the p o lic ie s  of th e ir  Housing C orpora tion . Things that are going to requ ire  a lo t  o f research work 
in to  i t ,  they w i l l  have to occur at a la te r  time.

The people that we have ta lked to in  other areas have given us suggestions and we have made note o f 
those, and they have been very  good suggestions. We are hoping that to n igh t we w i l l  get the same 
kind of comments from you about how you feel about i t ,  what you th ink is wrong w ith  housinq, how 
you think things should change, because we are not going to t e l l  you how they should be. vou are 
going to t e l l  us what you th in k .

I know that you have met many government people over the years, but d o lla rs  to donuts you have 
never been able to see that there are e igh t MLAs here at one time. You may see a M in ister o r your 
own MLA and somebody e lse , but here you have o n e -th ird  o f the to ta l Leg is la tu re  of the Northwest 
T e r r ito r ie s  fo r the f i r s t  time in Tuktoyaktuk and what you say to us we w i l l  take what you say to 
heart very s e rio u s ly  and that should g ive you some confidence to say something to us. I know as 
well that a great number of you l iv e  in renta l u n its  and you may have some reluctance or i f  you 
' í  eJ j ' ear sa^ np something, but as we have to ld  people in other communities you should not be 
a fra id  to speak your mind. That is  why we are havinq th is  open pu b lic  meetinq, to hear what you 
say, because i f  we do not hear i t  from you we w il l  not know what is  wrong w ith  housinq in Tuk.
I look forward to a good meeting to n igh t and hearing those kinds of th ings . Thank you.

E^Mza^* ^ Г ' ^uĉ u^ : ^ ar,k you, A rnold . Oo we have anymore opening remarks from the Members?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would ju s t lik e  to say thank you to the people of
Tuktoyaktuk fo r in v it in g  us to have th is  meeting. We r e a l ly  need your views and concerns so that 
we can make recommendations to the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly. We are not government people and we are 
not working fo r the Housing C orpora tion . We are elected people.

In the other communities some people fe l t  'that they could not say what they wanted to . Thpy were a 
l i t t l e  a fra id  to say anything because they might have owed money fo r housinq and i f  they said 
anything they were a fra id  they might get thrown out of th e ir  house. Of i f  they were workinq for 
the associa tion , they were a fra id  that they might qet f ire d  i f  they expressed th e ir  views and 
concerns. I would ju s t lik e  you to know that that w i l l  not happen i f  you speak about your concerns 
and problems that you are havinq. And, I would lik e  to encouraoe everyone to speak up about the
problems and concerns that you are encountering at th is  tim e. Mashi cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any fu rth e r or.enina remarks from the committee? None, okay
then, I w i l l  ask anybody from the audience to come forward and speak th e ir  views.

MR. CALVIN POKIAK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My name is  Ca lvin  Pokiak and I am the mayor of
Tuktoyaktuk. I t  is  a pleasure to welcome you to our community. I would l ik e  to acknowlpdqe the 
L e j . s la tive  Assembly on forming such a committee to tra ve l and lis te n  to people 's concerns 
regarding housing in the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s .  I b e lie ve , Mr. Chairman, that you and your
colleagues w i l l  sit. down and consider a ll the problems and come to decisions that w i l l  be presented 
to the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly fo r  th e ir  approval.

TSbJ а? * а, P riva te  î10"’6’ 0*061; .  th is  is  my personal opinion on housinq. As you should be aware, 
mktoyaktuk is  a f a i r l y  h e a v ily  impacted community w ith  three o il  companies plus the con tracto rs , 
oince 1976, when dome Petroleum entered the Beaufort e xp lo ra tio n  a c t iv it ie s ,  our population 
averaged about 750. Now, 1984 s ta t is t ic s  gives us about 950. This does not include the fa m ilie s  
o f our re la t iv e s  in our community who e ith e r moved to Tuk or come during the operational season 
Th!s growth gives us an average of about 25 per cent with ju s t short eiqht years. From these 
s ta t is t ic s ,  Mr. Chairman, i t  can be c le a r ly  stated that w ith  such impacts, there comes socia l and 
housing problems.



Housing 1n the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  Is  a Ы g problem and one that Is  hard to re so lve . W ith the 
ra te  o f growth 1n each community I t  is  understandable that such a problem should occur. Here are 
some o f the pros and cons that I see:

The pros: The re n t. I t  a l l  depends on the people 's s a la ry . They are o ffe red  three or four
bedroom houses now and they have running water and sewage pumpout. The houses are b u i l t  on p i l in g s  
now and they have maintenance re p a irs . And also the new setup they have 1s option to purchase.

The cons: The number one problem you probably hear a l l  over 1s overcrowding. The houses tha t are 
being b u i l t  on the lo ts  are not very b ig  lo ts .  P r iv a te  home-owners, H k e  m yse lf, would lik e  to  see 
grants or something fo r  purchasing m a te ria l, the cost o f the f re ig h t  and the option of e ith e r 
gravel pads or p i l in g s .  The houses that they have nowadays, that are coming up fo r option to 
purchase Is tha t they are not the way the people would lik e  them to be. They do not have a say 1n 
how they would lik e  th e ir  house to be b u i l t .  And the lack o f re s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f rent payers.

Mr. Chairman, these are ju s t  some o f the concerns and problems 1n housing. I am sure that you 
w i l l  be hearing more of these concerns. So, I would lik e  to say thank you fo r  lis te n in g  to me and 
1f you have questions I w i l l  be glad to answer them. .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Are there any questions from the specia l committee? Mike.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I would lik e  to ask Ca lv in  a question. The Idea has been brought up 1n a few of
the communities that because o f the fact that the housing association Is  now d ir e c t ly  responsible 
to the Housing Corpora tion , i t  has a very lim ite d  mandate, very l i t t l e  power and very lim ite d  
f in a n c ia l resources. I t  is  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  at 11 nies, because i t  does not have enough power, to 
c a rry  out the sort of th ings that I t  wants to do. A suggestion was made that the housing 
associa tion  might be stronger i f  i t  was d ir e c t ly  accountable to the hamlet council and 1n that way 
I think you would have the e xp e rtise , f in a n c ia l resources o f the hamlet c o u n c il, working together 
w ith  the housing a sso cia tion , perhaps as a committee o f council dealing w ith the Houslnq 
Corporation. Do you th ink that that idea has any m erit or have you even looked at i t  at th is  po in t 
in time?

MR. CALVIN POKIAK: The best I could t e l l  you r ig h t  now is  that I w i l l  have to s i t  down w ith  my
council to discuss th is  and see i f  we can arrange that i f  i t  is  p o ss ib le .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any fu rth e r questions? A rn o ld .

MR. McCALLUM: Mr. Mayor, how do you feel about renta l sca les. Is i t  a fa i r  scale?

MR. CALVIN POKIAK: As a p r iv a te  home-owner, i t  is  very hard fo r me to g ive  a f a i r  answer. I th ink
i t  should be asked o f someone that is  re n tin g .

MR. McCALLUM: Maybe you are the wrong person ask what your opinion is o f i t ,  hut do you think that
a rental scheme based on the sa la rie s  o f the people who occupy the home is  a c orrec t basis? Do you 
think rents should be based on the number o f people in the house who are wage-earners?

MR. CALVIN POKIAK: I can respond by saying that i f  I were in such a home, a renta l scale such as
that would not a ffe c t me as long as I am able to work and I have the money to pay fo r i t ,  provided
that i f  I should be le f t  w ithout a jo b , that i t  is  an option fo r me to report to the housing
association and say "Can you cut back my rent a l i t t l e  b it  because I am out o f work". The idea 
that they have now I do not r e a l ly  see anything wrong w ith  i t  because 1n a community such as t h is ,  
rent dues should not be hard to pay.

MR. McCALLUM: Thank you. One fu rth e r question. You ta lked about the s ize  of lo ts  that are
ava ilab le  in the hamlet fo r prospective  p riva te  ownership or fo r  pu b lic  housing. What is  an 
adequate size  lo t  in your mind as the mayor of the hamlet?

MR. CALVIN POKIAK: I would not know except that with the f i r e  re gu la tio n s  that they have now, i t
is  very hard fo r  a person staying in t e r r i t o r ia l  housing to be able to put anything on th e ir  lo t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.
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MRS. LAWRENCE: I  might be ignorant or not th in k in g  r ig h t  but I th ink  Tuktoyaktuk is  very lucky to
have these o i l  companies here because in my mind i t  means more employment than other cornnunities we 
have v is ite d  1n the la s t few days. In some communities, there is  no employment at a l l  and people 
depend on trapping and hunting and i t  is  very lim ite d . And when the husband and w ife  are both 
working fo r  very l i t t l e  money, the rent scale is  based on both Incomes at a ra te  o f 25 per cent. 
In many cases they are having problems keeping up w ith  the rent because they also have other 
оупРпсАс and th is  is vAen they f e l l  behind with the re rit. When Lite rent scale was se t, the people 
were not consulted. They set 1t and we have to fo llo w  I t .  Is that a fa i r  way o f doing i t ?

MR. CALVIN POKIAK: I  ju s t  wish tha t I  was one of those people paying because then I  could g ive  you
a r e a l ly  honest to goodness to heart answer.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Mayor, in the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  there are so many 
u n its  a llocated fo r a l l  of the NWT and i t  seems to me that fo r the communities that have a qood 
housing board or maybe a good MLA representing them, they seem to get these housing u n its . 
Sometimes one community could probably go w ithout houses fo r as long as f iv e  years because they are 
not p o l i t i c a l l y  motivated to do so, and so, they are to a disadvantage. My question to you, Mr. 
Mayor, I be lieve  i t  is  about 58 un its  a llocated  in the NWT, how do you think that these 58 un its  
should be a llocated to the communities? What kind of a formula could be used to a llo c a te  these 
units?

MR. CALVIN POKIAK: I would use the formula that the NWT housing associa tion  is using r iq h t now and
tha t is i f  my community receives eiqht houses th is  year then we w i l l  have to wait our turn fo r more 
housing.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. The chairman ju s t  informed me that there is approxim ately 215
u n its  that goes in to  about 72 centres, communities, c it ie s  or hamlets. So, there is  qu ite  a b i t ,  
maybe about two to a community or something lik e  th a t. I feel that to have any kind of in cen tive  
fo r  the community to look forward to these houses, i t  could probably be based on the population 
basis . For example, fo r  every 100 people they should qet one house. Would that be a fa ir  way of 
doing it?

MR. CALVIN POKIAK: I agree w ith  you there but you would have a ll  the other communities cryinq
about i t .  J

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any fu rth e r questions? Thank you, Mr. Mayor fo r coming up and
i f  you have fu rth e r questions or comments la te r on, please do not hesita te  to come up again. Would 
anybody e lse lik e  to speak?

MR. RALPH KIMIKSANA: My name is  Ralph Kimiksana. I w i l l  be ta lk in g  fo r a few minutes to you
people that are l is te n in g , I came in 1966 and have been working fo r white people. Here the people 
in  Tuk - -  although they never ta lk ,  although there are many of us that are poor today. What I want 
to  ta lk  about today is  regarding the rent fo r housinq. I know that when you do not have a job i t  
is  very d i f f i c u l t  to pay ren t. The people are w a itinq  fo r the land claims settelement to come 
through but nobody knows when that w i l l  be. In 1966 I came to Tuk to work on the Oewline and since 
la s t year I have had a hard time fin d in g  a job .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Are there any questions from the special committee? Thank you. Mr.
Jacobson.

JAC0BS0N: Thank you. Mr- Chairman. I was ju s t  th ink in g  about the arrears o f about
5200,000 you were ta lk in g  about. In 1960 I went to  Ottawa when so many Eskimo's were dying o f
TB. I t  used to cost the government hundreds of thousand d o lla rs . When'I went to Ottawa I asked 
fo r housing and was the f i r s t  man that spent one month and asked fo r housinq fo r the natives in the 
North. Ever since then we have never seen hard ly any people dying o f f  of TB.

A lo t of us have been h u rt , the way we s ta rte d . I was hurt - -  I was moved four tim es. The f i r s t
place when I bought Stan Peppers house which was a s to re . F in a lly  Northern A f fa irs  came and to ld
me to move away or they would burn the place down. So I got a Cat and moved that place away. I
moved i t  where the old community h a ll was qoing to be b u i l t .  When I moved i t  there they came again 
and to ld  me to move i t  because they were going to b u ild  a community h a l l .  So I moved i t  again - -  I 
was so dumb I ju s t kept moving. F in a lly  from there I moved where the f i r e  ha ll was going to be.
Again they to ld  me to move. So I f in a l l y  bought the house that belonged to the c h ie f of Tuk. I



I kept going out In to  the country to  trap and then they came and said that my house was r ig h t  1n 
the middle o f the road, so they to ld  me to move and I d id ' not. So what they did was they sold me 
that house and the lo t  fo r $25. A f te r  they did that they t r ie d  to g ive  me back the $25 but I  d id  
not take i t .  So then they to ld  me I had to move the house —  I d id n 't ,  Instead I  went out In to  the 
hush. Thev to ld  me they would give mo a V lf^onn homo nr $4000 in  cash, so I asked mw w ife  what we 
were going to take and she said to take the house. Today we have never received a $16,000 home or 
the $4000.

When we came back from trapping 1n the hush at Christmastime they were knocking down my house, my 
dogs house, my stage, my 1ce house, they knocked down e ve ryth in g . A fte r  they knocked down 
everyth ing they had a l i t t l e  match box house ready fo r  me. They had to re  down our house w ith a cat 
and le f t  a l l  of our belongings under a l i t t l e  ta rp . We had no more home and they had put us 1n a 
l i t t l e  match box house. My w ife  and I have seven ch ild ren  and they went and put us 1n a l i t t l e  
match box house. I do n 't th ink that that 1s a very nice th ing for the government to do, knocking 
down your house. My w ife  and I have been w a iting  fo r the $16,000 house since 1962 and have not 
gotten 1t y e t ,  By w a iting  fo r  th is  $16,000 home and lo t  I went $4000 1n the hole. So what they 
did was they cut my power o f f  and my fuel because i t  was costin g  me over $800 a month then and that 
was more than I could a ffo rd .

F in a l ly  what 1 did was I phoned Ye llow knife  and said that I wanted to take than to court because 
they owed me $16,000 house anu a lo t .  The housing bosses and N e llie  Cournoyea came from 
Ye llow kn ife  - -  there was about s ix  or seven o f them and I gave them a ll supper. They to ld  me 1f 
you pay $167 a month you would have no arrears le f t .  So what I did was I paid $200 a month fo r  one 
year and I am s t i l l  in a rrea rs . I am working fo r housing r ig h t  now, I am one of the housing bosses 
and I am s t i l l  in a rrears. What I want to  know is  where is that $16,000 home and lo t  a fte r 20 
years and a fte r moving me four times. That is  what the government does to natives that don 't know 
any bette r and who don 't know how to read and w r ite . I th ink that I should s t i l l  get that $16,000 
house. At that time a $16,000 house would be lik e  a $60,000 home today. I s t i l l  expect i t  and I 
am not golnq to g ive  up on th is  matter because the government never kept up to th e ir  side of the 
bargain.

I s t i l l  th ink I should qo through the courts because I s t i l l  have the papers. I think a lo t of us 
Eskimo's have gotten d i r t y  deals from the government. They say they are t.ryinq to help us but 11 
sure doesn't seem lik e  th a t. I do n 't think that you people should be c ry in g  about the $200,000 in 
a rre a rs , because i f  i t  wasn't fo r that money there would be a he ll o f a lot. o f people dead from 
TB. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Could you please ju s t  s it  there fo r a few minutes. Does anyone have any 
questions from th is  committee. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I would ju s t lik e  to make a comment to Mr. Jacobson. I quess one of our reasons to 
form a Special Committee on Housinq is  regarding problems that have been happeninq to you. The 
same th ing happened in my constituency as w e ll.  People used to own th e ir  own homes at one time and 
when the housing moved in they promised new homes and encouraged the people to move in and pay $2 a 
month and over a period of time they were going to own th is  home. In the meantime they tore  down 
th e ir  homes. The same th ing happened to one of my re la t iv e s .  In fa ct they to re  down two of h1s 
houses and today he has arrears and is having a hard time to keep up w ith the re n t. Just because 
he d id n 't  understand and c a n 't read or w r ite ,  but understands English he Is  having a lo t  o f 
problems w ith  housing and so are a lo t  o f other people. Because of that we formed a special 
committee and what you are te l l in g  us is  a ll recorded and we w i l l  make some kind of 
recommendations.

MR. JIMMY JACOBSON: No, th is  is  a d iffe re n t  deal a lto ge th e r. There was on ly two f i r s t  houses that 
came up in Tuk, mine and Joe Nasogaluak. Northern A f fa ir s  said that they were qoing to g ive us two 
new houses or cash. Joe got $2000, he sold h is  house fo r $2000 and bought a house fo r $1000 on the 
Is lan d . With me they to ld  me they would e ith e r  g ive me a $16,000 home or $4000 in cash. My w ife  
and I decided on taking the house because we had seven ch ild ren  and s t i l l  to th is  day we have not 
received anything, so that is  a d iffe re n t  deal a ltoge the r. This was a deal w ith the government and 
they never kept th e ir  side of i t .  I feel tha t th is  is  very d i r t y .  I have a witness that is  s t i l l  
a liv e  and I would lik e  to see something done before he d ies . I don 't want the government to get 
the best of me.
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rit AIRMAN (Mr. P ud luk): Thank you Jimmy. Are there any fu rth e r comments? Before you speak could
you please g ive  us your name.

MR. CHARLIE 6RUBEN: I am going to  s ta rt from 1965 when the Oewllne f i r s t  came. I was trapping 1n
Banks land fo r 10 years and I came back 1n 1955 and my house was qone, the Dewline knocked i t  down. 
I came back and In the la s t two years I ont K n n  foxes and 25 polai bears in Banksland. I came 
back arid found my house h a lf  ways 1n the water and a l l  wrecked up. I co u ld n 't do nothlnq. So Roy 
McClure, he was a policeman here, he went around and I bought a lo t  fo r  $25. A few years went by 
and Dick Hargrave said your lo t  is  too close to the road. He kept t e l l in g  me and I kept ign o rin g  
him because i t  was my own lo t .  So one morning about 10:00 o 'c lo c k  he came with a D-4 c a t, I heard 
a noise outside my house and said "What do you want D ick?" He sa id , " I  am golnq to doze your house 
away." "Ju st a minute, I have my fa m ily  in s id e ."  I grabbed my 30-6 and went out and to ld  him to  
go ahead and s ta rt  dozing, th is  is  the la s t house you w i l l  ever doze. He backed out of there and 
never showed up again.

— Laughter

So that renta l house b u i l t  in 1971, I am s t i l l  staying  in i t .  Sometimes 17 of us stay in there. I 
have s ix  boys and f iv e  g i r ls  and about 40 gran dch ild ren . I have to share i t  w ith  them sometimes. 
Housing is  so hard to get around here. Last year I was ta lk in g  to Mike Armstrong who is  in
Ye llow knife  r ig h t  now 1 th in k , and I to ld  him I was s ick  and t ire d  of rental houses and that I 
would lik e  my own house i f  po ss ib le . He said there is a $30,000 qrant that people can qet i f  they 
want th e ir  own house. I ju s t  wanted to ask i f  I could qet my own house, as I am sick and tire d  o f 
burning fuel as there is  a lo t  of wood around here, you do n 't have to burn fu e l. I want an answer 
fo r  that - -  yes or no, because the house I am stayinq  in r ig h t  now is  not even f i t  to stay in .  
There are snow d r i f t s  r ig h t  in the porch, when i t  is windy - -  there is  no porch anyway in that 
house. You guys can come and check how b ig  i t  i s ,  i t  is  number 37 i f  you want to come. I t  is  up 
to you guys. I guess that is  a l l  I can say fo r now.

I fo rgo t to t e l l  you guys that the house I am staying  is  is  r ig h t  on that lo t  that I paid fo r and I 
am s t i l l  paying rent on i t .  I d o n 't know how Dick Hargrave - -  he may have peeked in mv house and 
took the paper, I  had i t  hanging on the w all and I lo s t the paper. But Jimmy Jacobson and another 
person are my witnesses.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any comments or questions?

MR. JIMMY JACOBSON: Yes, I s t i l l  have a lo t of o ld papers about what has been qoing on, w ith  me
w r it in g  back and fo rth  to  Ye llow knife  and yet I never qot that $16,000 home or lo t  that I was 
supposed to get. I d id  not l ik e  i t  when they Dut my power up a fte r they owed me. I want them two 
houses out of that lo t now. They have two houses in that lo t  now, since thev never kept th e ir  side 
o f the deal, I want them two houses out o f that lo t  that I used to own, Ĩ  s t i l l  own i t .  I want 
them moved inside o f a month.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Jimmy, we would lik e  to photocopy those documents and take them w ith  us.
Thank you.

MRS. ROSIE OVAYUAK: Those houses they b u i l t  in 1974. 10 o f them. We moved in to  them in 1975,
there are four bedrooms and when we moved in there was plywood broken under the t i le s  and everytim e 
we walked we would bounce up - -  i t  s t i l l  has never been fixe d . I know Mona knows because she is 
l iv in g  in one of them. So every year the t i le s  move and we can 't even shut the bedroom doors. The 
t i le s  on the c e il in g  f a l l  o f f .  Even the doors are ju s t l ik e  paper, when you bang them they break. 
Now my rent scale is  lower, I am o ff  from work from the government, so they put i t  down and because 
o f my husbands hea lth , I wanted to be o ff fo r  a year. Every year we have problems w ith the sewaqe 
tank, pipes broken under the bath tub. A few times they fixe d  the bathtub under there and i t  
dra ins through under the f lo o r  - -  you can see i t  from outside , d ra in in g . The pipes are broken, 
tw ice they fixe d  them up. I t  is  d ra in ing from under the pipes to the sewage, now the bedroom doors 
cannot even shut. A few times they fixe d  the p i l in g s ,  i t  was good fo r awhile and i t  was qood for 
awhile, and every year the house s h if ts ,  there is  not enough g rave l.
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Are they going to do these houses in the next year and the 10 re n ta l houses? Everytlm e too the 
stove breaks o u t, maybe 1t Is the w irin g  In the houses. Those were done by Gruben's Transport, the 
c o n tra c to rs . A few years back they had somebody from Y e llo w kn ife  check the w ir in g  because In the 
furnaceroom the l ig h ts  keep burning o u t, even though we put a lo t  of new b u lb s 'in .  The house 
s h if ts  so much 1t may do something to the e le c t r ic a l w lr in q . That is  a ll I have to  say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Does anybody have a question?

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Rosie , w ith  regard to the operation and maintenance of
houses, do you think you should be paying f u l l  rent In a house I t  1t Is not f u l l y  m aintained.

MRS. ROSIE OVAYUAK: I do not th ink so.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else?

MR. EMMANUEL FELIX: Mr. Chairman, I am deputy mayor of the council o f Tuk. I am a l i t t l e
concerned about services c u t -o f f ,  e s p e c ia lly  in the w intertim e i f  the services are cut o f f .  I know 
that the housing association has the p o lic y  that 1f anybody cannot pay rent or are too far 1n 
a rre a rs , they always cut o f f  the se rv ic es . I t  is a health hazard when the power 1s cut o f f ,  
e s p e c ia lly  w ith the sewage tanks. I guess they are saving money. But they are spending money in 
another department. There 1s a problem w ith  th is .  I know the houses b u ilt  1n the 7 0 's , the septic 
tanks are a l i t t l e  too small fo r large fa m ilie s . Overnight sometimes a b ig  fam ily can f i l l  up that 
tank overflows and I t  freezes, there is  no where else to go except Into the bathroom or tubs. We 
have had a lo t  of problem with these houses. I am now a p riva te  home-owner. The houses b u i l t  la s t 
ye a r, I never heard anybody complain about them, I guess they are a l i t t l e  b e tte r.

I was the one 1n the 701 s , to service  these houses. Sometimes a b ig  fa m ily  would f i l l  up the tank 
overnight and I t  would freeze and you c o u ld n 't do nothing unless they thawed out the pipe. So when 
they are f u l l  they would s ta rt overflow ing  in to  the tub, 1t was a health hazard. So I th in k  that 
p o lic y  of cu ttin g  o ff  power w i l l  have to be changed and looked at c lo s e ly .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mr. F e l ix ,  you said that the service  was cut o f f .  What do you do 1n that case? Do
you s t i l l  l iv e  in that house or do you move somewhere e ls e ?

MR. EMMANUEL FELIX: I f  I t  happened to be cut o f f  in the w intertim e there is  no place to qo. When
these small tanks s ta rt overflow ing Into the ground, i t  is  a health hazard there.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any fu rth e r questions or comments?

MRS. LAURA LUCAS: (T ra n s la tio n ) I had a log house in the 1960's. They took my house down and
took me to a new house, then I wanted to move and then in the 60's  when we moved we thouqht they 
would have a ll sorts of fu rn itu re . This is  the understanding that we had. Nowadays the house 1s
s t i l l  not f in ish e d , since the house was b u i l t  in 1982. I s t i l l  do not have runninq water and I do
not have a washing machine. Also the dog house I had, my father to ld  me I should keep i t  and they
tore  i t  down without even asking me. Sometimes I cannot even work m yse lf. And when they were
c u ttin g  o ff  my power I was a fra id . I found out i t  was kind of fearsome when they are doing th is
over the w intertim e. My health Is not too good, maybe 1f i t  was good i t  would have been
d if fe re n t .  That is  what I wanted you to fin d  out. Thank you.

MRS. PERSIS GRU8EN: (T ra n s la tio n ) I am t ire d  of l iv in g  in a crowded home. When ch ild ren  are
small they can sleep anywhere but as they grow a two bedroom house is too small and they are s t i l l  
l iv in g  in i t .  Last year they rehabed my house. When they rehabed the house they ju s t  put a f lo o r
over the old f lo o r .  When they did the c e il in g  they ju s t  put one over the other and i t  1s s t i l l
co ld . During the w in ter when you wash the f lo o r  i t  freezes as you wash i t .  We l iv e  1n an outpost 
camp and when we come back the pipes are a l l  frozen . A l l  the pipes bust and everyth ing fro ze  1n 
the house. When people ask fo r a house they never hear back about i t .

When we moved to the house there was ab so lu te ly  nothing in  the house. We had to buy a ll the s tu ff  
ourse lves. As we grow old we ask fo r a house. We have been l iv in g  in th is  house fo r a long time 
we would now lik e  a new house.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Nasogaluak.
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MR. JOE NASOGALUAK: (T ra n s la tio n ) I fo rgo t to say that I have been l iv in g  in my house fo r f iv e
years . I t  Is not b u i l t  good, the wind cotres though i t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Before you speak be sure to say your name. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Can I get P e rs ls . Could the people who are making a
statement ju s t s i t  there fo r awhile because we mav want to дсц r0!,,2

You are l iv in g  in one of the o lder houses that has been repa ired . A le t  of the rehab houses in 
every community we have gone to so fa r - -  they have the steel s id ing  and funny looking windows. Do 
you have to keep your lig h ts  on a ll  the time now?

MRS. PERSIS GRUBEN: There was some P le x ig la s  windows put in some time ago that they were qoing to
change but never have changed them. There is  no power, no l ig h ts  - -  there must be a short some 
place because some of the l ig h ts  are out.

MR. GARGAN: Would you ra ther be l iv in g  in a low re n ta l house or on the home-ownership proqram,
where the government gives you so much money to bu ild  your own house.

MRS. PERSIS GRUBEN: I don t care as long as i t  is b ig  enough. My main concern is  a bigger house.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else?

MR. JOE NASOGALUAK: (T ra n s la tio n ) I am the o ld guy from here. We know that when people net o ld
they lose there mind. I have lived  in my house fo r q u ite  some time. My house is  quite  b ig . the
housing association tr ie d  to move me but I have never moved and I think of my ch ild ren  and they
come sometimes and they move around a lo t .  Many of my ch ild ren  are not wealthy.

I have a concern about the t o i le t .  When i t  gets cold  - -  the pipes are so skinny and they ju s t
freeze up. When that happens i t  overflows and the house f i l l s  w ith  odour. I know that is from the 
pipes because i t  is so skinny. They do not even diq to the ground and f i x  i t  w e ll.  The to i le t s  
are ge ttin g  worse and when i t  gets co ld , i t  does not he lp . When a guy from the housinq associa tion
comes they say they w i l l  f i x  i t  but they do not. Last summer I even bawled him out and to ld  him to
t l x  i t .  Nothing has been done. Maybe i t  is not done very w e ll. I know a lo t of the people have
the same s itu a tio n  but they do not speak out. I know when I started  usinq that house, i t  has been
the same s itu a tio n .

We have been paying the rent from our old pension fo r  the past 10 years . I know that the two 
windows are broken. Somebody h it i t  w ith something and i t  broke. The other window, I broke 1t 
myse f .  Sometimes the wind comes in but i t  cannot be helped. I know i f  i t  is not too much of a 
problem I u su a lly  f i x  i t  m yse lf. I d o n 't drink in my home and break th in gs , because I do not d rink 
m yself. I know some of the young people have d rink in g  problems and they spo il th e ir  houses. That 
is  how they spoil them -  by d rin k in g  too much. I know that a l l  the sewages should be looked a t, 
that is  what the health department and the nurses have sa id .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any more questions?

MR. JIMMY JACOBSON: I would l ik e  to see when people qet th e ir  power cut o f f ,  I would lik e  to see 
them get about two days notice in  the w in tertim e. In that two days time they might get a chance to 
haul wood and get a woodstove put in . What I do not l ik e  is  when you owe the government, they keep 
, n ,t1ï f , y ° ii„ letters> and i f  theY have a way of taking your money they w i l l  take i t .  Th is year they 
took $67,000 away from me in the la s t 15 months, I never say a penny of i t .  I qot a $9000 penalty 
to boot. They sure know how to take i t  out of me when I owe them, but they s t i l l  owe me fo r that 
lo t and they fo rgo t to pay me. In 15 months, i f  I did not know how to carve, i f  I had no bone to 
carve w ith , I would have had a h e ll of a time paying $200 a month in my re n t. I t  is  a qood th ing  I 
know how to carve. The $67,000 they took o ff  me, I did not even see i t ,  i t  did not even qo to the 
bank. They took i t  r ig h t  out o f the company I was working fo r - -  Canmar. They d id n 't  say, "Jimmy, 
you have money in the bank or you have money in Canmar coming", they ju s t  took i t .  That is  what 
the government does but they do n 't know how to pay you. That makes an Eskimo mad. They don't even 
ask to see i f  you have enough bread fo r the next day.



I  paid $67,000 1n 15 months. And not long ago that In 1981 they found another $8000. I asked my 
accountant and he said I would have enough to pay 1t. So I t  shows how d i r t y  the government 1s, but 
when they owe an Eskimo they t r y  to get away w ith  i t ,  but when you owe them they sure know how to 
get at you.

chairman  (Mr- P ijdl'-'k): Thank you, Jimmy. Anybody hove o question?

MRS. LUCY COCKNEY: I am here to ta lk  about the R and R 's .  We applied fo r an R and R, ru ra l and
remote housing, and then Inuvik phoned us and to ld  us they are not sure i f  we are going to get one 
because we are making a l i t t l e  too much. But the rent I am paying - -  we want to buy our own 
house. We want something to own fo r ourselves and for our c h ild re n , when we are gone. We want to 
leave something with them. We applied fo r something and ju s t because we are making a l i t t l e  too 
much they say we might not get i t .  But the rent we are paying in the house we are in - -  we w i l l  
never own that house and we would lik e  to own something. I would lik e  to know why that 1s.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pud1uk):  Any guestions or comments?

MR. McCALLUM: Do you l iv e  in a northern renta l or pu b lic  housing?

MRS. LUCY COCKNEY: P ublic  housing.

MR. McCALLUM: When did you apply fo r the ru ra l and remote program?

MRS. LUCY COCKNEY: Not his year but the year before .

MR. McCALLUM: Do you know how many un its were b u i l t  here?

MRS. LUCY COCKNEY: Three.

MR. McCALLUM: Were they a ll sold?

MRS. LUCY COCKNEY: They are not sold yet and nobody is  l iv in g  in them. You have to apply to get
one. There are other people who applied fo r them too. They are ju s t being b u i l t  r ig h t  now. They 
are not complete ye t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Chairman. Who is b u ild in g  those houses?

MR. McCALLUM: The Housing Corporation has a contractor to b u ild  the houses, then once they -ar®
b u i l t ,  you apply to buy them. The upset p rice  is 
not e l ig ib le  to buy them.

houses you have to pay fo r i t ,  pay for fu e l,  pay fo r e le c t r ic i t y  and pay your sewage, e tc .  You 
have to make more than $25,000 to  pay fo r that house. ' ’

MR. GARGAN: So in other words what you are saying is  that the R and R houses should be desfqrj«1 
to people who can a fford  to pay fo r fu e l, e tc . The other question I wanted to ask 1s have you 
t r y  to apply fo r the HAP? ’ J

MRS. LUCY COCKNEY: Yes, we did.

MR. McCALLUM: Did you s tr ik e  out? . /

MRS. LUCY COCKNEY: Yes, I struck out there too.

are the ones who decide. I f  your app lica tio n  is  approved they send you a ll the supplies and you 
b u ild  your own place. .V :..

MRS. LUCY COCKNEY: I do not th ink that is  f a i r .
want to own your own house? The cost of l iv in g  here in Tuk is  so much, i f  you get one o f those

— Laughter /
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MR. GARGAN: That too is  a d if fe re n t  program and depending on the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  1n In u v ik , they
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MRS. LUCY COCKNEY: They ju s t wrote a le t te r  to  us and sa id , "S o rry , apply a ga in ." We are not golnq
to keep applying and l iv in g  in that house and paying that much.

MR. GARGAN: Do you think p u b lic  houses should be put up fo r sale?

MRS. LUCY COCKNEY: 1 do not want to buy where I am, I do not l ik e  the lo c a tio n .

MR. GARGAN: D-> yn" tb inv it- is f a i r ,  e s p e c ia lly  I f  L»u peuple are workinq in one household, that
they should both be paying rent based on th e ir  income or should the rent be based on the s a la ry  of 
the head of household on ly.

MRS. LUCY COCKNEY: L e t 's  put i t  th is  way. Your son and your daughters earn th e ir  own money. They
Î^ H n n  е?ГП ^ ^ V ^ l r  "юпеу " y o u  c a n 't take that away. ‘They are ju s t young and they are 

, т ,,еу wl11 s ta rt  paying th e ir  rent 1n th e ir  own house someday. You do n 't have to s ta rt  
them that young.

MR. GARGAN: I agree with you.

MRS. LUCY COCKNEY: Besides some of them are going to school. They are t ry in g  to make th e ir  money 
fo r when they go to  Inuvik fo r  school. I do not think that is  f a i r .

MR. GARGAN: The NWT Housing Corporation renta l scale is  based on income before deductions. Do you
th ink you should be paying rent based on your gross income or your net income?

MRS. LUCY COCKNEY: Your net income, I b e lie ve .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MS. VINCENZA DE BONIS: I am speaking now as a tenant and not as the secre tary manager. I am
e T *  houses J n  1983 and a lready there are sions of bad b u ild in q , bad

rn l! ít ru c t f 0í  and bad ? ai e n a ! s - T lle s  have l l f ted up, there are cracks in the w a lls . Caulkinq has 
come apart from the sinks and bathtubs. This is  a continual problem and i t  should be addressed as
h o å m fn  PhSiS1b f  re s o lved . Poor construction ju s t  adds to our maintenance costs and poses 
health problems fo r the tenants.

I would lik e  to make a few comments about some of the things that I have heard up to th is  point and 
fc s o m <: th in g s • the board of d ire c to rs  of the housing association decided in the 

w in ter of th is  year that power c u t -o ffs  would no lonner be approved by the asso cia tion , as well as 
other essentia l se rv ices , being fuel and water and sewage. The reason heing is  that does not solve 

he problem o f rent c o lle c t io n , i t  ju s t  adds to that problem because people w il l  have to pay fo r 
th e ir  own power fue l and water and sewage. And a fte r they pay a ll that they are c e r ta in ly  not 
able to pay fo r  th e ir  re n t. So we no longer approve those c u t -o f fs .

MR. McCALLUM: Does the housing association make the order to cut o ff  the power or does NCPC?

MS. VINCENZA DE BONIS: Before th is  p o lic y  was set through, one of the a lte rn a tives  the housing
association had i f  the tenant was not paying re n t, was to ask NCPC to turn over the power b i l l  to
the tenant, and that is  what I re fe r to as c u t -o f fs  of power.

I was ju s t informed a few minutes ago that there were some power c u t -o ffs  today. The housing 
3fe°C f 10n, ' S unaware of these c u t -o f fs .  NCPC fo r  some reason has deemed i t  necessary to cut them
o f f .  When I speak of c u t -o f fs ,  I mean turn ing over the power b i l l  to the tenant. We no longer do
th a t, as I sa id , i t  ju s t  doesn't solve the problems. y

Another minor, but in the long run i t  is an expensive problem, and that is that we do not have the 
n, J  ies nor th? manpower to f i x  appliances, so i f  a fr id g e  or a stove breaks down and one of our 
A n n iienance 1S not ab1e t0 f i x  because they do not have a c e r t if ic a te  fo r re p a irs , those 
appliances have to be thrown out and replaced. This seems to be quite  a waste on the part of the

аГ!  n0t SUre í ow we would address th is  problem. We are iso la ted  from places and we 
cannot get p a rts , we are also iso la ted  from people who are able to f i x  appliances.



Another po int is ,  as the board of d ire c to rs  mentioned e a r l ie r ,  we favour home-ownership, encourage 
i t ,  but the r e a l i t y  is  that home-ownership is extrem ely expensive. There are very high fu e l and 
power costs in Tuk. I would ju s t l ik e  to emphasize what has been said a lready. The gu ide lin es fo r 
the programs fo r home-ownership should re f le c t  the high cost o f owning a home. In other words the 
maximum fo r the R and R houses fo r  example - -  by the way fo r  Tuk i t  1s $30,000 not $25,000. I t  
should not be $30,000, i t  should be h igher.

F in a lly  I would lik e  to mention about the renta l sca le. The housinq association is  very much 1n 
favour of having a renta l scale proportionate  to the type of u n it you are l iv in g  in , to the 
condition of the un it you aré l iv in g  in and to the s ize  of the fa m ily . At th is  t im e 'th is  doesn 't 
e x is t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pud!uk) :  Mr. McCall urn.

MR. McCALLUM: 
suggest?

I f  the R and R programs upset mortgage p rice  was ra is ed , to what l im it  would .you

MS VICENZA OE BONIS: For Tuk fo r a fa m ily , I would suggest between $40,000 and $45,000.

MR. McCALLUM: In l ig h t  of the cost facto rs that you suggested, do you think that is high enouqh?

MS VICENZA DE BONIS: For a fa m ily  of four or f iv e  people, I think i t  is .  I f  you have a fa m ily
la rge r than four or f iv e ,  no, i t  is not. So I guess what I am proposinq is  that i t  flu c tu a te s  
according to the fa m ily  s ize . Because obviou sly your costs go up when your fa m ily  is  la rg e r .

MR. McCALLUM: Who does the rehab work fo r the housing association?

MS VICENZA DE BONIS: The a c tu a lly  con tracting  is  sent out to tender whenever we get a rehab.
Tenders are put out and the con tract is awarded to the lowest estim ate.

MR. McCALLUM: Who has been g e ttin g  the contracts? Are they local people or are they from InuvIK'*
Ye llow kn ife , Timbuktu, or wherever? Who has been ge ttin g  them?

MS VICENZA D£ BONIS: I cannot be certa in  about where a ll the contractors come from. Ĩ  knot» we
haven 't had any from Tuk doing rehabs. We have contractors from Tuk doing ERP programs, w iich  is
emergency re p a irs  programs but not the rehabs.

MR. McCALLUM: Are there not people in the community, businesses in the community capable of d o in g ,
the rehab work? (

, à
MS VICENZA DE BONIS: I could not answer th a t, I am so rry . From what I understand r ig h t  педу»- 
is  a contractor who would be able to do the rehabs, I  do not know what the status was in the W  
This year we haven't had any approvals o f rehabs but we w i l l  be g e ttin g  10 new rehabs next ye d n L ,,
We w i l l  see what happens then. , <"О Ш

MR. McCALLUM: Are your maintenance people journeymen maintenance people? Do they have a t ic .
E ith e r of the two people you have on s ta ff?

MS VICENZA DE BONIS: One of our s ta ff  people is an o il  burner mechanic and the board fe e ls  very
stro n g ly  that we should be moving toward that and provid ing  tra in in g  fo r people who do not have 
t ic k e ts . One of the re s t r ic t io n s  we had w ith h ir in g  people with t ic k e ts ,  e a r lie r  we were in  the 
process of h ir in g  a th ird  maintenance man, but our budget does not a llow  us to pay a person w ith  a 
t ic k e t .  ....

MR. McCALLUM: You have 26 northern renta l u n its . Have you sold any of those un its or 1s th e re -a ?
p o lic y  w ith in  the region to s e ll them? " '•

MS VICENZA DE BONIS: We have sold a few of them and we encourage the northern renta l tenants ьо 
take advantage of the northern renta l purchase program. Recently I ju s t  found out that there '-his, 
been a hold-up on th is  purchase program, that is  being r e c t if ie d  and two a pp lica tio n s that hjSye' 
been held up are going through now. ■< '



MR. McCALLUM: You haven't any idea what the qoing ra te  is  fo r  them?

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: We had an estimate on one home about three months ago and that was
approxim ately $3000. That is  for the land and the b u ild in g .

MR. McCALLUM: I do not mean to monopolize th is ,  but in the repa ir of small motors such as your
furnance, and you have an o i l  burner mechanic who should be able to do th a t, but fr id ges  and 
stoves, are there not loca l businesses who do small engine repa irs?

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: Not that we are aware o f. We ju s t  asked fo r an estim ate, we had s ix
re fr ig e ra to rs  that were not working, we asked fo r an estimate o f what they would cost to re p a ir ,  
and ju s t to get the estim ate, the cost of that the estimate of what it. would be to re p a ir them was 
c lose  to $1000. We f e l t  that was fa r too high. The work would not even have been done, that was 
ju s t  fo r the labour to estimate what had to be done.

MR. McCALLUM: I t  is  a lo t  cheaper than buying s ix  new fridaes though.

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: I t  i s ,  but then we would have had to pay again fo r labour to f i x  them and
fo r  parts and ge ttin g  parts in Tuk is  d i f f i c u l t  because we have to ship everyth ing in and the costs 
are very high.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. B allantyne:

MR. BALLANTYNE: Just for the record, i f  you could t e l l  us how many un its are being constructed 
th is  year under the HAP program. I f  you could t e l l  us how many pu b lic  housinq un its - -  are there 
any single  housing un its or rehabs in  Tuk th is  year?

MS VINCENZA DF BONIS: We have three R and R houses constructed at th is  time; we have two
successful app lica tions fo r HAP houses, they are also going to be constructed th is  year; apartment 
b u ild in gs  w ith  e igh t s in g le  un its in each b u ild in q  and one fa m ily  un it in each b u ild in g  being 
constructed th is  ye a r; no rehabs fo r th is  year.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you. 1 wonder i f  you could t e l l  me r ig h t  now how big your w a iting l i s t  is
fo r pub lic  housing?

MS VINCENZA OE BONIS: I cannot give you an exact number but a month and a h a lf aqo we did a review  
of a l l  our app lica tions and i t  was a l i t t l e  over 50. That is 50 ap p lica n ts , not 50 people, there 
are more people w a iting  for houses than there are app licants, I would also lik e  to add to th a t. I
found that many of our app licants have qiven up w a itin g  for homes because they have been w a itinq  so
long. They have withdrawn th e ir  a p p lica tio n s . Also i t  is a p o lic y  of the board that people cannot 
app ly fo r housing i f  they have arrears. I f  they pay o f f  th e ir  arrears then they can apply fo r new 
housing. Because what was found was that people were applying fo r housing and ju s t  ca rry in g  those 
arrears from one un it to another and that was ju s t adding to our a rrea rs .

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you. I don 't know i f  you are aware of the fiq u res  but th is  year the Housing 
Corporation expects to rehab 110 un its  in the NWT at the cost of e igh t m illio n  d o lla rs . I guess on 
the plus side one can say that the e x is tin q  stru ctu res are not very good and they have to be fixed  
up. You are ta lk in g  probably $70,000 a u n it. What you are doing when you are rehabing is  you are 
not. adding any new housing stock and th e ir  has been a lo t  of problems w ith  the rehabs so that
possiD ly f iv e  years from now they w i l l  have to be rehabed aqain. Oo you think there would be any 
m erit to the idea of cu ttin g  down rehabs and pu tting  that money in to  new housing stock?

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: That is  a loaded question. I th ink i f  houses are qoing to be rehabed,
p a rt ic u la r  care has to be taken to ensure that the rehabs are done pro perly  so that they do not 
d e te rio ra te  in three or four years time and have to be rehabed again. For example our 1980 rehabs 
are in bad need of being rehabed again because they were done very p o o rly . So again we go back to  
what has been mentioned a few times that the construction  and designs are very poor. I th ink  that 
in the long run that i f  they were done pro perly  i n i t i a l l y  the costs would be lower although the 
in i t ia l  costs may be higher.

I have had suggestions that perhaps rehabs should not be done, that those homes should he torn  down 
and new ones b u i l t ,  re d ire c t that money. I t  is  a fa ir  suggestion. One of the problems tha t I have 
again is  we are not increasing the stock , we are ju s t rep lac ing  stock. Another problem I have w ith
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tha t is  are these new houses going to be bette r than the rehabs. Again construction  and designs of 
the homes have to be appropriate fo r the environmental cond itions 1n Tuk and that hasn 't been 
happening.

MR. BALLANTYNE: That 1s a tough questions, there is  a lo t  o f pros and cons. I f  money was to be
d irected  from the rehab program to new housing, there would probably have to be some arrangement 
irtou'e w ith  CnlIC su pei imps suine uf Liie ten ta i iiuusiny could be pul up fo r  sale wnich is  not possib le  
now because of the agreement w ith CMHC. So i t  is  complicated but we ju s t wanted y o ir  Ideas on 1t. 
That is  a ll the questions I have now, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. T 'S e le ie .

MR. T'SELEIE: I ju s t  want to ask you about home-ownership and I wonder i f  you could t e l l  me how
many people 1n Tuk applied fo r the rehab program.

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: I am o n ly aware of the two a p p lica tio n s  that have been made th is  year and
have been approved. I am not aware of any of the o thers . F ir s t  of a ll because I ju s t  re c e n tly  
came to  Tuk, I have been here less than s ix  months, and secondly the app lica tio ns are processed 
through the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  and sometimes a pp lica tio n s are made to the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  and I am not 
aware o f i t  u n t il they have been approved.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you Mr. Chairman. Ms De Bonis, in your opinion do you chink the Housing
rp o ra tio n  d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  which is  in Inuvik should o n ly  be a funding anency and that the 

associations should be the ones responsib le for q ettin g  th e ir  own a rch ite cts  to design the homes 
that are more appropriate to the community and they themselves seek contractors to bu ild  these 
houses and also put p re -co nd ition s to contractors that do come in so that the community 1s always 
protected.

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: I would lik e  to make a few points about that, I th ink u lt im a te ly  that that
is  a good goal. I also think that before that happens the associations has to be ready for those 
decisions that are going to be made. In other words te c h n ic a lly  prepared and informed and he able 
to take the re s p o n s ib i l i t y  f in a n c ia l ly  as well fo r decisions that they make. I am not saying that 
i t  is not p o ss ib le , ! know i t  is ,  but i t  can 't be done overnight i t  takes time. I t  is  a b it  
d i f f i c u l t  to say that whether i t  be the Housing Corporation or the Government of the NWT, whether 
they could be a s o le ly  funding body because who ever holds the p e rstrin a s c a lls  the tune.

I would lik e  the association to be able to have a qreater input than they are at th is  time because 
at th is  time the association has no input in to  desian or in to  construction  or into con tracting  and 
that is  not d e s ira b le , that is not acceptable. But I th ink there has to be a compromise where both 
the corporation or some type of expertise  is  incorporated in to  the decision makinq as w ell as the 
association  who l iv e  here, who understands the needs and who understands also the environmental 
conditions of Tuk.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Ms. De Bonis. Just e laborating on your comment a b it  fu rth e r is  that the
housing association and the Housing Corporation has been in existence fo r the la s t 18 years now. 
Now, we would not be here i f  the housing association or the corporation was doing okay, and I am 
sure that the association is aware of the type of problems that have been created because o f the 
ignorance on the part of the corpora tion . I don 't think i t  is  fa i r  to say that people are w i l l in g  
to take on re s p o n s ib i l i t y ,  I th ink i t  is  long overdue. Ĩ do n 't r e a l ly  care what the d is t r ic t  
o f f ic e  thinks about i t  but I think that the people have taken enough crap from the government and 
i t  is time they started taking things into th e ir own hands and i f  they make the m istake, then i t  Is 
th e ir  fa u lt .

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: But w i l l  they be f in a n c ia l ly  responsible? That is  where I have the problem
w ith  i t .  I th ink the association is  ready to take on that re s p o n s ib il it y  but do they have the
expertise  and i f  we do fine  then we w i l l  be f in a n c ia l ly  responsib le . They do not have the 
e xp e rtise . I f  they do n 't have the expertise  then I th ink the expe rtise  has to come from somewhere 
and as I said whether i t  is from the Housing Corporation, or from a con tractor or from the 
Government of the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s ,  I am r e a l ly  not concerned about th a t.
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MR. GARGAN: Just so that you don't d is c re d it anyone, I th ink that the In u it  people iave  been
liv in g  here a long tim e, they have survived on noth ing, C e rta in ly  q iv in g  them a large sum o f 
money, they would probably make i t  stre tch  a lo t  fu rth e r that what is in existence r ig h t  now. Like 
Mr. Ballantyne Just said they are spending about $70,000 to $110,000 to re h *  these houses. I am 
sure you could get a reasonable house put In place here- for h a lf that cost.

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: I agree.

CnAIRKAni {n r .  ruoiuk) 

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk)

I hank you. Anyone else have any comments? Thank you. 

Thank you.

Anybody else?

MS ELLA JEAN NOGASOK: I have live d  in a northern ren ta l house since 197?. About three years aqo 
they put a sewaqe tank and running water in my house. Ever ■-ince they put sewage and running water 
in my house I have had problems with my sewage tank freezin g  up. I know that my bu ild in q  has been 
s h if t in g ,  e s p e c ia lly  around November. One time I had to phone my brother to come and open the door 
because I could not open i t  from the ins ide . That is the o n ly  door that I have in my home and -st 
am I to do I f  I have a f i r e  in my home. 1 am also payinq a real hiqh rent for a house that s h it .  , 
a sewage tank that freezes and sometime', your door won't even open. Also in the spring time you 
can see the sun shin ing through the cracks in the ro o f, and they are asking for rent increase. I 
have to pay i t  because i f  I d o n 't I w i l l  be in arrears and then the next thing you know I w i l l  be 
kicked out l ik e  some other people. Not only in Tuk but a ll over in the other communities peoole 
are f ig h t in g  w ith  the housing asso cia tion . Everyth in g  is so h ioh. How do you go about buyino your 
own house? I t  is  another f ig h t in g  b a tt le .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else have questions or comments? Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: Why Is n 't  the housing association  able to f i x  those thinqs that are wrong w ith  the
houses.

MS ELLA JEAN NOGASOK: I do n 't know. I think I am in a spot where the house s h ifts  w ith the level
of the land, e s p e c ia lly  in the w in ter.

MR. McCALLUM: Have they done anythinq with your water and sewage tanks?

MS ELLA JEAN NOGA.sOK: Yes, as soon as I s ta rt complaining r.hey come and f i x  uo eve ryth ing . But
fo r  some people, even though they complain they don 't q«t se rv ic e . How much more do they have to 
complain before anythinq gets done?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Garqan.

MR. GARGAN: Your sewage tank, your water tank and your furnace; where are thev located?

MS ELLA JEAN NOGASOK: The sewage tank is  ou tside , h a lf in the ground. The water system is in the 
pan try ; and the furance is  not to fa r from the door.

MR. GARGAN: So do you think a ll that weight there is  causing the s h ift in g?

MS ELLA JEAN NOGASOK: l don 't know, but rny house has been s h if t in g  for months.

MR. GARGAN: You also said that sometimes your door was freezinq  or you could not open i t  because
of the s h if t in q . Have they got a second door ju s t in case they other door doesn't work?

MS ELLA JEAN NOGASOK: That is the only door I have.

MR. GARGAN: Why are they not p u ttin g  in a second door? E s p e c ia lly  i f  there is a f i r e  marshall or 
f i r e  inspector here, they should re a liz e  that i t  is a hazard to o n ly  have one door.

MS ELLA JEAN NOGASOK: A t one time I know they were t.akinq about pu tting  in an extra  door but. I
haven't seen i t  ye t.
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MR. GARGAN: Thank you , E lla  Jean.

MS ELLA JEAN NOGASOK: Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, are you l iv in g  In the northern re n ta l cr p u b lic  iwusing?

MS ELLA JEAN NOGASOK: Northern re n ta l.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pud luk): Thank you. Mr. McCallum.

MR McCALLUM: Are a l l  the northern ren ta ls  one door un its?

MS ELLA JEAN NOGASOK: No, not a ll of them, ju s t  a few.

MR. McCALLUM: Okay, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anyone else? Mr. Vince Steen.

MR. VINCE STEEN: I have been l iv in g  in a ren ta l house since 1970 and I guess I know ju s t  as well
as everyone else the problems of the housing system. Over the years Í have been watching the 
system and how i t  works and I have never seen such an un fa ir system in a ll my tim e. I t  seems that 
the harder a fe llo w  works, the more money you pay. In other words the rent system encourages the 
people not to work. I f  you want you could l iv e  on $32 rent a month, i t  used to be two d o lla rs  a 
month in th is  town, i t  was most r id ic u lo u s . The harder you work the more you pay; you d id n 't  
r e a l ly  get that much more services and i f  you were a fa ir  man and you went down and you to ld  the 
housing; look I have no work th is  month. Okay they would knock your rent down to what you could
a ffo rd , but i f  you d id n 't  bother to go down you would a c tu a lly  owe them money; and i t  ju s t  doesn't 
make sense. It  is  s im ply a man that is f a i r  and honest and goes down and that fe llo w  1s going to 
pay l ik e  h e l l ,  i f  he doesn't bother to go down, he owes. I know people in th is  town that owe rent 
simply because they d o n 't bother to go down and t e l l  the guys that they d id n 't  make no money the 
la s t month or the month before. I t  is ju s t  not a f a i r  system and I do n 't know 1f you could ever 
come up w ith a fa ir  system because you are turn ing  the housinq a sso cia tion 's  in to  w elfare people. 
Instead of the welfare people dish ing out w e lfa re , in a sense you are uslnq the housing association 
to do i t .

Maybe you might think tha t I am fa r-fe tch e d  and what I am going to suggest is fa r -fe tc h e d , but I 
think the on ly simple s o llu t io n  to so lv in a  the problem the ren t base and qettinq  a fa ir  system is  
to give everybody th e ir  house and t e l l  them, here is  your house now look a fte r i t .  I f  you need 
help we have a fuel system to help, i f  you have no job then you qo to the w e lfa re  people and ask 
them to support you on the house. But everybody s ta rts  at a f a i r  system, you have got the house, 
i t  is you rs . You have people l iv in g  in houses r ig h t  now in th is  town where they are payinq minimum 
re n t, they don 't make any obvious d o lla rs  but they make more bootleqaing money than anyone e lse , 
and they don 't have to declare i t ,  they d o n 't have to pay i t .

Some of these houses are used like  apartment b u ild in g s . Tney only have one room where everyone 
comes to eat, other than that they only have th e ir  own TV 's in th e ir rooms. The whole th ing  1s 
l ik e  an apartment not a house. Part of th a t is  because of shortage of houses, but a lo t  o f I t  Is  
because i t  is  the cheapest way to do i t .  You have the same people runnina cords to next door grid 
the housinq is payinq fo r  that.

Now, you want to encourage people to own th e ir  own houses, well that is  not a qood way to qo about 
i t ,  because people can see bow much you are g e ttin g  fo r nothing and nobody wants to do anything 
about i t .  jc  why should I own a house. R iqht now 1 have been applying for three years to buy my 
own house. Everytime they f i r e  or change the secre ta ry manaqer of the housing I have to w ait 
another year to s tra ig th en  out the new guy, to get him qoing aqain. I d o n 't  even know i f  I want to 
buy my own house anymore a fter I can see what l ean get free  and how much I have to pay now or $32 
a week or get the house and pay $1400 a month. What is  the system? There has got to be some 
encouragement to own houses. R iqht now there is very l i t t l e .  You have qot to admit that there is  
no ju st system to the re n t. I would r e a l ly  lik e  to see them tack le  the rent th ing  or where 1t is  
not le f t  on the local people to treat th e ir  own brother or own father or whatever as to who gets 
the house, how much you pay. That is p re tty  hard to ask of local people to do th a t. But i f  1t was 
a ll a leve l system they would not have to w orry about th a t.
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A t one tim e, end th is  is  no B .S . ,  at on? time we applied fo r another house. We l iv e  in a house 
r ig h t  now with no running w ater, no sewage system except fo r honeybucket. I an not r e a l ly
complaining about that a fter I see the problems the other guys have. One time we applied fo r a 
f iv e  bedroom house and were turned down because we made too much money. I have never heard 
anything so r id ic u lo u s . And yet they wanted maximum rent fo r those houses. I hope that -  maybe 
you might think that what I suggested there in g iv in g  everyone th e ir  own houses, le t them s ta rt 
over again might seem lik e  a lonq ways, hut that is  just about what wouîh haye to do.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. P ud luk): Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: W e ll, Vince that is  not as far out as i t  may seem to you because I think that has
been bandied about. I guess i t  takes some prodding to the government, somebody w ith  some 
in te s t in a l fo rt itu d e  or p la in  o rd in a ry  guts to make the decision to do i t .  That 1s to give
everybody a house or s e ll i t  fo r  a nominal amount to the in d iv id u a l.  I guess i t  se ttle s  a question 
e x is t in g  now, but there s t i l l  is  a shortage of housing. The’-e s t i l l  would be a shortage of housing 
i f  you sold 129 u n its  in th is  town now or gave 129 un its  lik e  that to the 129 people in those 
homes. You are s t i l l  short housing. What do you suqgest then? What is  the next step? You have a 
w a itin g  l i s t  o f, I d o n 't know about 25 people fo r openers, I don 't know i f  that, is  r ig h t or not, 
le t  us ju s t say i t  is  a b a ll park f ig u re . Do you then over the next few years b u ild  25 houses, and 
I do n 't have to t e l l  you how much i t  costs to put a house here. Do you then turn those new ones 
over fo r the nominal amount then too.

I do n 't th ink that the idea that you are saying is  as fa r-fe tch e d  as fa r as we are concerned 
because I think the people would be more responsible in th e ir  own home. But I ju s t  wonder what we 
do to look a fte r those that are coming on. I th ink one of the th ings that would be b e tte r, as has 
been suggested, to up the amount of money for ru ra l andremote; make the home assistance program 
la rg e r ,  that more people could get i t .  Those th ings help but I d o n 't have any d i f f ic u l t y  lookinq 
at the North p e rso n a lly , with northern re n ta ls  and saying forqet i t .  They have already paid for 
themselves time and time again, they have been here fo r so long, not ju s t here in Tuk but in other 
places. So, 1 do n 't have any d i f f i c u l t y  in saying turn the northern ren ta ls un its over to the
people, but not a l l  the people who l iv e  in those northern ren ta ls  want the northern re n ta ls . Ĩ
ju s t  wonder what you do a fte r you have qiven away the 129 for the other people who s t i l l  want a
house. You are going to have to bu ild  another 25 houses and they are qoinq here at $150,000 
$160,000 $170,000 fo r a three, four bedroom house. By the time you get in in and b u i l t  and
everyth ing e lse . So I ju s t  wonder what we do?

I was going to ask you the question of what would be a fa i r  rental system, but you already beat me
to i t .  You said s e ll them or g ive  them away, but then that doesn't to anything fo r the ones down
the road.

MR. VINCE STEEN: Well I a lready suggested that i f  you take the f a i r  re n ta l,  whatever i t  cost the 
government to  run those houses, you sta rt at that. Fran there  i t  is  up to the guy to apply to the 
proper departments to get his assistance not to the Housing Corporation or housinq association 
because they are noth ing but a w elfare  o u t f i t ,  noth ing e lse . That is  i f  you wanted to go in to  the 
re n ta l system. But I th ink that i f  the government is  qoinq to stay in the rental system, obv iou sly  
they are going to have to take - -  the government seems to discouraqe p riv a te  enterprises to go in to  
the rental system.

We at one time asked Munro to come in here with a 20 apartment u n it plus how many houses we asked 
fo r  to handle the impact in th is  town. I don't know what ever happened to that proqram, I imagine
they are s t i l l  beating around in  i t .  But what we suqqest to him was that rather than the 
government completely and o u t r ig h t ly  get into the renta l system, they jo in t ly  with p r iv a te  
ente rp rise  put up th is  b u ild ing  at whatever cost and then over a c e rta in  number of years i t  is 
w ritte n  o ff on a p r iv a te  e n te rp rise , the government share, and p riva te  en terprise  runs i t  l ik e  any 
normal apartment b u ild in g . Then people coming in and growing up would app ly for apartments and get 
them and use them lik e  they would do anywhere down south. I f  you abuse i t  you are thrown o ut, i f  
you don't pay rent, you are thrown out. P riva te  en terprise  could never a ffo rd  what the government 
is doing. But somewhere you have to encourage people to work, encourage people to own th e ir  own
homes. There is not too much of that r ig h t  now.

MR. McCALLUM: I am not try in g  to put words in to  your mouth, you speak better fo r yo u rse lf and
anyone else. The re n ta l scheme now is e xa c tly  as you sugqest that i f  you have a head of the 
household, male or female pays the rent and depend upon the number of people who are l iv in g  in the 
house and who are w orking, your ren t keeps going up. How about i f  there was a rent dependant upon 
the s ize  of the b u ild in g  or house, dependina upon i t s  c o n d itio n , depending upon the age of the 
house as i t  were. I am not too sure that houses deprecia te, they m ostly appreciate in the North.

■ 1 :
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A house that I b u i l t  15 years  ago Is not worth the same amount o f money today as 1t was then. 
Regardless o f tha t, I think one of the things that concerns us is to  get a f a i r  renta l scheme there 
should be a renta l - -  an amount o f rent for that u n it ,  reqardless of the number of people 1n the 
house who work which would be d iffe re n t  than i t  is now. Because everybody who works, th e ir  sa la ry  
or parts of i t  go toward the scale and the scale is  applied depending upon what category you are 
in .  So, I ju s t  wonder what are your comments are on th a t. That there is  one rent fo r the u n it, 
regard!ccc c f  the number e f people who brim j irrOiiey m lu llie  iiuusehu’iu. Wiml aie your fe e lin g s  on 
that?

MR. VINCE STEEN: W e ll, tha t is b a s ic a lly  what I am suggesting, ra th e r than the housing association 
decid ing what should be the price  of that house, i t  is  decided when you move in , and how you get 
the money i t  doesn't r e a l ly  matter the price  s t i l l  stays the same. I f  you c a n 't a ffo rd  to pay, you 
c a n 't  afford  to pay. But i f  you go in debt, you go in debt f a i r l y  and square ly w ith  the same guy. 
What I am g e ttin g  at here is  b a s ic a lly  a man who does not have any work and he c a n 't  f in d  any
work. F ine , he goes to them and says I do n 't have any work th is  month so they knock his rent down
to  $32. I f  he went out and tr ie d  to f in d  some work instead of going down to the housing o f f ic e  he
would in fa c t be charged th a t much debt. Now there are quys who are f u l l y  e l ig ib le  fo r w e lfa re , 
they deserve i t ,  f in e  he gets welfare but ra th e r than the housing w r it in g  i t  o f f ,  w elfare o ff ic e  
should be g iv in g  him a le t te r  saying they are going to ao good fo r his rent th is month. B a s ic a lly  
what I am suggesting is  w elfare  should stay w ith  the w elfare  department. Housings' business Is  
houses. How they get th e ir  money fo r those houses should be - -  you want to  bu ild  a house you have 
got to have money to b u ild  a new house, or you guys w i l l  be forever begging fo r money from
somewhere ra th e r than the proper departments doing i t .  I know I am probably makinq a b igger burden 
fo r  the welfare  people but that is what they are paid fo r .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any fu rth e r comments or questions? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Chairman, I sort of agree w ith  what you are saying about maybe ju s t  tu rn ing  over 
the houses to the people and le t them s ta rt tak ing  that re s p o n s ib i l i t y .  But also ju s t lik e  i t  took 
the government maybe 10 years to get the people to accept these low renta l houses and adjust to 
them. I guess that same type  of adjustment has to be considered when you do. I guess the welfare  
system; the government system has adjusted the In u it  people to l iv e  in the conditions they are now 
l iv in g  in . In other words, adjust them to l iv e  in he ll and lik e  i t .  I t  is  going to take that much 
longer fo r the native people to read just to be more s e lf - r e l ia n t  or se lf-determ ined. I t o t a l l y  
agree with you that that re s p o n s ib i l i t y  should be qiven back to the people and that w elfare should 
be responsible for people that are unable to help themselves. But there are a lo t  of capable 
bodies and there are a lo t o f young people i f  they were not g e ttin g  things free they would get o ff 
th e ir  butt and s ta rt making i t  on th e ir  own aqain. We have gone throuah a 20 year phase where we 
have been spoiled ro tten  and I th ink i t  is going to take another 10 years to get out o f that 
m e n ta lity , but I agree with you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any fu rth e r comments or questions? Anybody else?

MS JEAN GRUBEN: I would lik e  to thank a ll of you for coming and lis te n in g  to  our concerns. In  the 
past years the housing has been improving but i t  has been a slow improvement. There Is  a lo t  Ш**.  ̂
houses that need to be fixe d  but I do n 't think they can get anymore money so they do n 't f i x  
them now. Some houses that they f i x  they f i x  the porch 's or the ro o fs , they keep running o u t w ^ T  
money to f i x  the in s id es. Some houses have sewaqe tanks, running water and no flu sh  t o i le t s . "  r| ,!f 
th ink also that some people here in Tuk are paying to much rent and others are paying too 1 1 tt1 e .v :'

Another concern is that sometimes power is cut o f f .  I do n 't feel that power should be cut off-*-;
e sp e c ia lly  in the w in tertim e. Another problem that we have been having fo r years Is  tha t ■ ihg
sewage tanks and pipes have been free z in g  a ll w in te r, i t s  been a problem fo r  years. I  hope sesneieyisift
they can bu ild  some u t i l i t y  doors, maybe that would be b e tte r. We are l iv in g  1n those northern
renta l housing with three bedrooms and are paying very high rent, so we applied fô r.w  
home-ownership; three bedroom. The o n ly  th ing that disappointed me was that I  wish they wou1<í Í y i ! 
le t  us make our own designs. This is  our on ly problem w ith  home-ownership. ■ ’

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Have you covered a ll o f your p o in ts , Jean? 

MS JEAN GRUBEN: Yes.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any questions fo r Jean? Thank you very much Jean. I re a liz e  
what you are saying , that these are the d i f f ic u lt ie s  here with the houslnq. That 1s what we have 
been hearing from most people of the Incompleteness of the rehab program, the  design of the home 
systems program, and g e ttin g  more Input lo c a l ly  Into i t .  A l l  of these th ln qs have been said In 
other places as well and that gives us a l i t t l e  more strength because the more we hear of I t  the 
more we can Ind ica te  to the government that these r e a l ly  are in fa c t ,  not Iso la ted  problems but 

I !  general problems across the T e r r i t o r ie s .  We hear the same thlnqs In the East, we hear the 
same th ings In F o rt Norman, Fo rt F ra n k lin , F o rt  Good Hoœ and we unrtnùhtediu w in

s n 1 i 9! n '! ? ,r i n wi? 9f °  V ĩ .  v L s l t  thre 0 t h e r  3 0  o r  m o re  comniLir,1 t i e s  t h a t  we h a v e  b e e n  asked t o ” l i s t i n ' " ^  bo I  w o u ld  H k e  t o  th a n k  yo u  f o r  y o u r  co m m e n ts.

iQ 7i0Ufh  f e i mê 1?n iLabout paying too much re n t. When we f i r s t  moved to that
Sver Î40n197?n T 4  n l d U/  th a t the ren î  would not qo апУ h1qher that S13° and today I t  Is
9ôĩng to to  ĩ o V r S Î  K t o g  SOm°K  ° ' " l ° th “  ЬеС*“ 5е " “a t0M “  , ta t  11 « «

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.

H h .h ARiSf,V  J f î n :  1 W0u1d Jut t 11,ke t0 maybe go a 1 itt1e b1t fu rth e r than what you have said. The 
re s,e,s tha t are now be1n9 repaired  -  I guess the term they use is  re h a b ilita te  —
o o î f  Vn Д H°n n e fhS t0 ,make bette r than what I t  r e a lly  was. In a l l  the coiroiun 111 es that we have

d f the [? hab hT°u Ses. that have been repa ired , to make f t  b e tte r than I t  was has 
ndy*n0t be®n i r k i n g -  Th is is something that we are probably not going to  be able to resolve  

today, but c e r ta in ly  we are going to f in d  answers to that problem, probably by November when we do 
* ? Г "  PMP,S lh a t re fe r •" " “ > t o u L  «  b e t i , “ ” e th in  1 "  i t
S u  for J ĩu ?  cônm îîts. 9er 0Ur re ^ ^ n d a t io n s  w i l l  be In that area. I just want to thank

/ h0Se boJ®"owu®rsh1ps, I th ink  there should be more than o n ly  two in Tuk, they 
f ï  1 I  9J Ve T 6 than that becau!ie more People apply fo r those houses and there are o n ly  
should be Vo iced  f t o  th0Se *УРе °f  houseSl So 1f anyone knows anything about them, I think that

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): 
else? Thank you. Any fu rthe r comments or questions? Thank you, Jean. Anybody

Ü L L°„UISE< G? UBEN;  L ju S t want t0 ask why don,t they provide woodstoves in the houses’ Or else
heie P NoV onlSv f fo r  Ï L ? nhSt t04 PUt ih  3 woodstovfe ^or a11 of the blackouts tha t you have around nere. Not only fo r  that but i t  would save you fue - -  people were s e l f - r e l ia n t  b e fo re  thpv not
rental housing, so why take that away f r o .  them a ll of a sudden. I think i t  is  a S o d  Mno T o  
have, even i f  you buy your own woodstove. q 4 0

Also, why doesn't housing b u ild  one bedroom houses fo r  a ll the younq coud I ps who don't hwe 
am llies. I think that they should be th ink in g  of a ll the young couples, i t  miqht be cheaper.

auisMon í? r ih U dH Î Í : h •?? r i mucï!  f °r that O p t io n .  We might not be able to answer that
question at th is  time but i t  w i l l  be d irected  to the Housing C orpora tion . I would like  to ind icate  
that we are not here to answer your questions but we w i l l  be takinq your concerns to the Housing 
Corporation in Ye llow kn ife  and ask them why. Anybody else? Mousing

he^Hh°Enf CfAhRPENTER. : 1 wou1d 1ike t0 bring up a point on housinq con structio n  which e ffec ts  the
hea th of the people, which I believe  has not been brouqht up before. The psychological e ffects o f
for ° S  in01hn f r °m fu: naCV  “nd waEer bumbS- “ idles have sb°wn that In q -te r m ^ fe c ts  of noise 
andP thpU " househs, we.aker]  ̂ the ir W1,1> they become withdrawn and th e ir nervous system is effected
r e l a H n / t h 0"?? 3 t0 1Ve r P t0 norma1 everyday P re ss e s . The location  o f the furnaces in 
re la tio n  to the l iv in g  areas of the house has a d ire c t e ffe c t on the tenants becausp o f thp nnnr
a î í "  I*have r V . t,e S b°f,  i î  the furnace room йгеа and also from the water pump. Th is °s
th is  un thpJ°rany  ab°fUt u t J  thought 1 would bring i t  up fo r d iscuss ion . Maybe by brinq lnq

water f V p T  V ^ V T i V V a r e a ^  o f 'V e  el,ra1nate thf? n°ÍSe f r °m fu ^a ces and

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. T 'S e le ie .
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MR. T ' SELE IL : You were saying that studies show that too much noise is  not good fo r people. I
wonder I f  you could g ive to the committee copies of the studies you are ta lk in g  about for the 
record?

MR. JOEY CARPENTER: Okay, I f i r s t  became aware of th is  about three years ago. I was watching a
program on TV ca lle d  the F if th  Estate  and I t  was about IRA p o l i t ic a l  p risoners in  Northern 
Ire land . Whenever they got caught and the B r it is h  put them in to  the j a i l s ,  and one way that the 
English peuple yt'L litoii iu bay «hot Lîiúj' nũntêd tu Cm to Zay WûS tuC.V püt th.“  1 TitC 0 ГССГЙ WmC"C 
some unnatural no ises, prolonged noises 24 hours a day was heard. I t  showed th a t a fter a few days 
a strong minded prisoner was able to say to the ja i le r s ,  anything that ja i le r  wanted to ask him the 
prisoner answered. On the other side o f that there was people that knew that p a rt ic u la r  prisoner 
before, he was a man of very strong character, strong w i l l  and these people were never the same 
again.

Now the construction  of these houses is  so poor that the furnace is on in the w intertim e about 24 
hours. So you can imagine the e ffec t of noise on people in these houses. You can 't ta lk  in a 
normal vo ice  in these houses, you have to always force yo u rs e lf fo r  o ther people to hear you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Joey, I am glad you brouqht th a t up. Again as fa r  as the
native way of l i f e  - -  the nomadic way o f l i f e  of the people is out on the open land. And that was 
the way they flou rish e d  fo r thousands o f years and i t  is  quite  true to what you are saying is that 
i t  does have an e ffe c t on people l iv in g  in these places where th e ir furnaces are con stantly  on. 
Not ju s t that but i t  e ffec ts  k ids that are going to school in a closed environment. Have you ever 
observed that in the springtim e when k ids get out of school that they are very q u ie t, but a fter two 
months of holidays out in the open you w i l l  see how a ctive  they are. I t  is  ju s t th e ir  natural 
in s t in c t ,  that native  people . e outdoors people. Keeping them confined to  a b u ild in q  would 
c e r ta in ly  not be good.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): 
Carpenter. Anyone else?

Does anyone else have any comments or questions? Thank you, MrJ 4

MS MAY ELIAS: I ju s t  want to say something about the arrears of the people that l i v e  in the
housing. We know that they are northern renta l houses and there are public houses. They ware
ta lk ing  about how much arrears were in  Tuk. Some of the people that l iv e  in the northern ren ta l 
houses have no running water and no septic tank, while others l iv in g  in the public bouses have 
running water and are l iv in g  very cheap. The ones that are l iv in g  in northern rental housing and 
some are working but we are paying so much fo r rent. We heard that we were not supposed to be . 
paying anymore than $130 but some people are paying lik e  the people in public housing. I  suppose 7 
th e ir  ren t is 25 per cent out of th e ir  income. So I guess that is  why people l i v in g  In the '■
northern rental housing, th e ir  arrears went so h igh. We found out that i f  you don 't work you w i l l  
o n ly  pay Î32 a month, but that is taking away the pride  of the Eskimo people. I  th ink the 
government should be helping the people with th e ir  own home-ownershio, t ry  and help than so t h a t ,  
they can have th e ir  own houses. '

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk)
Anybody else?

MR. JOE NASOGALUAK: I would ju s t l ik e  to thank those people who have come. Those houses w ith
stoves or furnaces are r e a l ly  qood fo r the old people, I know that the furnaces are loud, Jooy has 
said i t  r ig h t  but I am thankful for them. In the warm weather the furnaces h a rd ly  go on. For the
In u it  people that get these new houses and pay th e ir  re n t, a fte r th e ir  ren t is paid they don 't,
enough money to buy th e ir  food or th e ir  c lo th in g  so i t  is  almost lik e  not havinq a jo b . A l l  
person is  doing is working ju s t  to pay rent because in f la t io n  is  so h igh . I th in k  that the peoúĩ& ^5 
are paying way too much rent fo r the ir houses. Thank you. ■ ••7 -

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anyone else?

MS MINNIE STUART: I would ju s t  like  to know how long you have to be l iv in g  in  a town before you
can apply fo r a house? Can anyone answer that?

-'Ж

Thank you. Anyone have any comments or questions? Thank you, Mary.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I am so rry, we are not from the housing associa tion ,
question to the Housing Corporation in  Ye llow kn ife .

We can take that.
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MS MINNIE STUART: The reason I asked 1s because I came here about two and a h a lf  years ago and
applied fo r  a house and r ig h t  now i am 11' ing In a house that a guv has rented to us. I have two 
c h ild re n  and a husband. I go to every housinq meeting and 1 s t i l l  have not received a house. I am 
l iv in g  In a place w ith  no running water, no water b a rre l and 1t has a honeybucket.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. McCallum.

MR. McCALLUM: Have you been to ld  why you cannot get a house?

MS MINNIE STUART: Because l did not liv e  here for two years.

MR. McCALLUM: You have been l iv in g  here fo r  two and a ha lf years and you have been applyinq fo r a
house from the local association and the reason why you have been refused a house is because you 
have not been l iv in g  here fo r  two years . Ĩ guess the question should r e a l ly  be asked of th e 'lo c a l 
housing associa tion  who do the a llo c a tio n  of houses. I t  Is  the local association who should be 
answering your question. But i t  seems to me that 1f there are un its a v a ila b le .. .

MS MINNIE STUART: I got a le t te r  saying that the f i r s t  a va ilab le  house that they have vacant I 
would get and that was two years ago. There have been a lo t  o f vacant houses since and they s t i l l  
have not given me one ye t. I think I have been treated  u n fa ir ly  by the housinq association

MR. McCAlLUM: Again, I th ink that you should be qetting that answer from the local housinq
asso c ia tion . As Mr. Pudluk said , we can help address that question to them but we do not a llo c a te  
the houses. We do not even determine how many houses are coming into the coimiunity. I th ink i t  1s 
3 g e s t io n  that should be given to them now and i f  you meet the requirements and there are un its  
a va ila b le , then I th ink that you should be e l ig ib le  fo r a u n it .  That Is  my o p in io n . 1 an not on 
the local housing asso cia tion .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any fu rth e r questions?

MR. JIMMY JACOBSON: My name 1s Jimmy Jacobson. I would l ik e  t.o say that when they are ta lk ln q  
about rent, I think I t  is p re t ty  f a i r  ren t. I th ink everybody 1s g e ttin g  a p re tty  fa ir  deal now 
because I f  you have to pay your power, water and l ig h t s ,  i t  w i l l  run in to  about $800 a month. Some 
of them on ly have to pay around $32 a month and that is  almost a g i f t .

I have been l iv in g  here a long time and th ings were qoing p re tty  wreck fo r the last few years . The 
housing was g e ttin g  so darn fa r behind tha t i t  is  hard to catch up r iq h t now but since Joey 
Carpenter and that lady became the boss, I notice that they are the f i r s t  two people that are 
g e ttin g  ahead in working and f ix in g  up th is  town a b i t .  I am real proud of them since they have
become the bosses and I think we have the r iq h t  leaders for housinq In Tuk. That is  a l l  I have to  
say, thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Ms De Ronis.

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: I would ju s t lik e  to make you aware that re ce n tly  there has been a point 
system Implemented by the housing asso c ia tion . 1 cannot answer to what has happened in the past 
other than that there did not seem to be an o b je ctive  f a i r  system for a llo c a tin g  houses. So we now 
a po int system and In th is  you receive points for the number in  the fa m ily , fo r health problems, 
your present l iv in g  accommodations, how lonq you have been l iv in g  in Tuk, how lonq you have been on 
the w a iting  l i s t  and what your record of payment has been i f  you have had a un it w ith  the housinq 
association and what your house upkeep has been. I ju s t  wanted to c la r i f y  tha t.

When we do a llo c a tio n s  we do not look at the names of the app licants , we look at the p o in ts . 
Whoever has the highest points are awarded the houses that are a va ila b le . I f  there is  a t ip  that 
is  when the board of d ire c to rs  has to make a d ecis io n . '*

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.

MR. PARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman,
that is  a tenant and a person that is

How do you qo about eva luating the point system for a person 
not a tenant?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Ms De Bonis.

: ■
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MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: The same po int system 1s used. For a person tha t Is a tenant, the
p a rt ic u la r  categories th a t they would be Included 1n that a person tha t Is not a tenant would not
be Included 1n, 1s record of payment and house upkeep. Otherwise a ll other categories are the
same.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: In other words I t  could be based on - -  I f  a person has not got a house and a person
has a house and you award I t  on a point system, then the person that Is  l iv in g  1n the house would
d e f in ite ly  win over the person that has not got a house.

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: I f  I understood the question c o r re c t ly ,  someone that does not have a house
or 1s a young couple and l iv in g  1n th e ir  p a rent's  house are considered as not having
accommodations, therefo re  under the category o f present accommodations they are given the highest 
points fo r 1t. So in th a t category, they are given a p r io r i t y .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else? I think that Is ju s t  about a l l  fo r to n ig h t. I
would l ik e  to thank you very  very  much fo r comlnq to our meetlnq. Your views and concerns w i l l  be
reviewed and we w i l l  make our recommendations and report I t  to the House 1n the f a l l .  A ga in , thank 
you v e ry  much. Mr. McCallum, would you lik e  to make c lo s in g  remarks?

MR. McCAllUM: Thank you very much. I would ju s t lik e  to say again on behalf of everybody here
that these kinds o f meetings get kind o f fru s t ra t in g  fo r  people who come out to say something, have
questions In th e ir  mind and we s i t  here and ask questions back. I know that Is  rather fru s t ra t in g
to people because you come to a place and look at a qroup such as th is  and th in k  mavbe there are
some answers there but a l l  you are ge ttin g  in return are questions. But that is  part and parcel o f 
what we are doing. We have to know what the concerns are 1n the community 1n order fo r  us to make 
any kind of recommendations that w i l l  answer the questions that you have. And there Is  no way that 
you should be under any kind of I llu s io n s  that we are qolng to bat a 1000. Nobody does. 8ut there 
are th in g s  that we can do in a r e la t iv e ly  short period of time to a lle v ia te  some of the concerns 
that you have, others w i l l  take a longer period of time to do. The concerns th a t .you have raised 
with us are leg itim a te  concerns. We appreciate your candor, your openness, we know that often 
times 1t Is d i f f i c u l t  fo r  people to come up, to s i t  alone in fro n t of a large group o f people and 
to say what they r e a lly  fe e l .  For th is  we thank you very much.

We thank you fo r  the h o s p ita l it y  that you have shown us here even though we are a f l y - i n  and 
f ly -o u t  crew, we are r e a l ly  northerners and th is  g ives us a bette r idea of'what i t  Is l ik e  In th is
part of the T e r r ito r ie s .  For some of us who have been here before , i t  re in fo rces what we have seen
in  other times but now we get in d iv id u a l concerns ra ised .

So with that I would s im ply lik e  to say thank you fo r comina out and I hope that what we bring 
forth  in  ways of recommendations to the L eg is la tu re  that those recommendations w i l l  s a t is f y  to a 
great degree your concerns.

— ADJOURNMENT

■■■■- ■ " /  ' ,
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S P E C I A L  C O M M I T T E E  ON H O U S I N G

INUVIK, JULY 16. 1984

(The fo llo w in g  verbatim proceedings are separate meetings held in Inuvik w ith  the Housing 
Corporation D is t r ic t  O ff ic e , Town Council, Housing Asso cia tion  and the pu b lic  m eeting.)

MEETING WITH NWT HOUSING CORPORATION DISTRICT OFFICE

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): This is  in the d is t r ic t  of C o lv i l le  Lake, Fort Good Hope, F o rt Norman,
F o rt Frank lin  and Tuktoyaktuk. We are meeting ton ight here in town, and then we go to  Aklavlk 
tomorrow. We may come back to do Sachs Harbour, Holman Is land  and Paulatuk at a la te r  date.

SPEAKER (M ale): Sachs Harbour was in q u ir in g  about th is .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I th ink they are on the l i s t  fo r  another time. The schedule we had
yeste rday, I th in k , they were on the l i s t  fo r  another time. I think i t  is sometime in September as 
I r e c a l l ,  maybe a d iffe re n t  time.

In Frobisher Bay we met with the d is t r ic t  manager there, Herb Hunt, and we went throuqh b a s ic a lly  
ĩb e  program, we outlined  the basic program and we asked a few questions back and fo rth . So, I 
guess the easiest th ing  to do now, is to get some kind of In d ica tio n  as to what is golno cn 1n your 
d is t r ic t .

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: An o u tlin e  o f what we are doinq th is year and maybe what we are going to do,
ho pe fu lly  next year. Well o ff the bat, we are not bu ild in g  any new renta l housing in the d is t r ic t
th is  year, other than the s in g le  units which came at a la te r  date. A l l  toqether, we are bu ild ing  
63 single  fa m ily  u n its , three in  In u v ik , two in  Tuktoyaktuk, one in Aklavlk and one in Fort 
McPherson. These are for s in g le  fa m ilie s , lik e  s in g le  parents or a s in g le  person.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Where did you say you were bu ild inq  those?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: There are four here in In u v ik , two in Tuktoyaktuk, one in Ak lav lk  and one In
Fo rt McPherson.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Those are the e iqh t?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes, there are l ik e , nine u n its , eiqht o f the b u ild in gs  are fo r the s in g le s .
Home-ownership assistance program, the HAP u n its , we are b u ild in g  18. They are being b u i l t  by the 
people themselves, the grants, and as of la s t week, we now have a t ra in e r  in place to help 1n the 
log  design.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Where are those u n its  going?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Every community.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Every community?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes, every community, righ t from Sachs Harbour, Paulatuk, e ve ryth in g . Even
north of the tree  lin e  th is  ye a r. The ru ra l and remote program, there are 10 u n its  being b u ilt  
here in Inuvik  and they are under the SPEC program also. We have no set c lie n ts  fo r  them, we ,1ust 
b u ild  them, and three in Tuktoyaktuk. The ERP program, emergency re p a ir  program, we hope to do 10 
u n its . These are proqrams sometimes done by the housing association and sometimes i t  Is contracted 
out to re p a ir un its  in the communities. There are two programs that th is  d is t r ic t  looks a fte r  that 
the other d is t r ic t s  do not. We work d i r e c t ly  w ith  CMHC. That is the ERP program, the emergency 
re p a ir program, we hope to do 12  units th is  year, and that is  for p r iv a te  accommodations. A lso ,
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RRAP, the re s id e n tia l re h a b ilita t io n  assistance program, and h o p e fu lly  there w i l l  be 15 to  20 u n its  
we w i l l  be doing th is  year. Rehabs, we are doing f iv e  in A k lav lk  and f iv e  1n Fort Franklin  th is  
ye a r. The senior c it iz e n s  home repa ir program, we have done s ix  grants since January and we hope
to do another eight in  the la te r part of th is  year. That is  a very well received program. UM, we
huve >136,000 th is year fo r our d is t r ic t  ranging from re p la c in g  roo fs  to f ix in g  foundations. 
Capita l equipment, we have $36,000 th is  year. This 1s to buy major equipment fo r  the housing 
associa tions.

' ' m V  '.Cl uut''1 mc or Ŵ,a l we P ,an *or year* Now, i f  we get our funding that we hope 
to fo r 1985, I t  would be a very busy ye a r. We are looking at doing In the fo llo w in g  communities 
new con stru ctio n . In  Paulatuk, s ix  u n its ;  Fo rt F ra n k lin , 10 u n its ; Tuktoyaktuk, 12 u n its ; Fort 
McPherson, 12 u n its ; F o rt Norman, f iv e  u n its ; A rc t ic  Rod, four u n its ; A k la v lk , f iv e  u n its  and Sachs 
Harbour, four un its . Rehabs, we are looking at Paulatuk, 11 u n its ; A k la v lk , e igh t u n its ; 
Tuxtoyaktuk 10 units and Fort F rank lin  s ix  u n its . In  Paulatuk, that w i l l  be a ll o f the northern 
re n ta ls  that w i l l  leave them a l l  public housing there. Now, the on ly place that we w i l l  not bn 
b u ild in g  new houslnq again next year are Norman W ells , Inuvlk and Fort Good Hope, and Fort Good
Hope 1s at th e ir  request. That is  an o u tlin e  fo r  1985, there Is ,  of course, a lot o f money to  do
what I want to do, 1t 1s Just to see I f  I can get I t .  Any questions?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCailum): Are there any questions anybody, Mike?

MR. BALLANTYNE: I have a few questions. You said , next year you expect rehabs and northern
re n ta ls . I wonder i f  you could expla in to me, what Is the p o lic y  r lq h t  now as fa r  as sale of
northern ren ta ls?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: A l l  northern ren ta ls are for sale.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Okay, and how do you f ig u re  out the p rice?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Okay, the p ric e  Is determined by the year of construction  and any major re p a irs  
are done to the un it are also added on and, of course, so much Is taken o ff each vear fo r  
deprecia tion . J

MR. BALLANTYNE: But in  fa c t, a fte r you rehab them, i t  probably puts then out of ranqe for people.
I would th ink .

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes, once they are rehabed they become pu b lic  houslnq and they are no lonqer up 
fo r sale. 4 y

MR. BALLANTYNE: Okay, I guess, one thlnq we have been golnq around and people have been te lH n q
us, they have not been r e a l ly  happy with the success o f rehabs, but that Is one s to ry . The o ther
aspect of rehabs Is you do not Increase your housinq stock . 1 do not know what i t  is ,  1s I t  $7 5
or $8 m illio n  in  rehabs or something put in to  I t .  What is your own fe e lin g , do you th ink  a rehab
program Is something th a t maybe we should back o ff  a l i t t l e  b it  and spend the money on new housing?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: W e ll, not t o t a l l y ,  but I think the type of rehab that we are dolnq, we have to
change. We are rehabing 455s, which is  a very small u n it  and we are try in g  to make them a three 
bedroom un it and we should not be doing th is  at a l l .  I t  should be, at the most, at two bedroom 
u n it or a one bedroom u n it to make them a l i t t l e  b iq ge r. We are ju s t  making thlnqs very  cramped 
fo r the people.

MR. BALLANTYNE: In a way, I t  might be a l i t t l e  b it  coun ter-productive  to rehab northern re n ta ls ,
but i t  would seem to me, we are ju s t  throwinq around ideas now, would i t  not in the lonq run be in  
our in te rests  to sell o f f  a ll northern re n ta ls  fo r a buck each and ju s t  get r id  o f them, and 
whatever money tha t was going to oo into the rehab, to put that into new housing?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Not n e c e s s a rily , because not a l l  of the people l iv in q  in  northern re n ta ls  would 
be able to maintain th e ir  u n its , because of the expense and because we do not have the subsidies in
place lik e  fuel and e le c t r ic i t y  and so on. I f  there is  an e le c t r ic i t y  subsidy, I do not think i t
is  good enough fo r  some o f these people to manaqe.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Well, people have said to us, that they would be sort of prepared to take out the
fu e l,  furnace or whatever and put in a woodstove and maybe i f  you could augment tha t w ith  something 
lik e  the emergency rep a ir program or something, so you could stay at your house and we w il l  g ive

•/ , "it
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you an e x tra  10 grand to f i x  i t  up or something. I t  is  r e a l ly  a p o s s ib i l i t y ,  do you see some 
p o s itive  aspects o f doing i t  that way?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: In some instances yes. Like fo r instance, In u v ik , we do not have any northern
renta ls le f t .  They are a l l  so ld, and e ve n tu a lly  we hope to do tha t in a l l  of the communities, and 
we are g rad u a lly  s e ll in g  them o ff  here in th is  d is t r i c t .  Our b igqest problem r ig h t  now is  A k la v lk ,
we have a lot o f people wanting to buy them but we have troub le  with land there because of the
survey done In the past and has not been o f f i c i a l l y  re g is te re d  and th ings l ik e  th a t. I t  is  coming, 
lik e  in F u r l Nunn dll, there is a c tu a lly  Lwu nui liie i м re n ta l ъ le f t  , e v e i j l i i i i iy  é! Sé 'iâS e ith e r been 
sold or rehabed.

MR. BALIANTYNE: Mr. Chairman, another question . Everywhere we have gone, we have heard problems 
w ith  the rental sca le , flow, i f  you were the person to redo the ren ta l sca le , I mean you must see 
some problems w ith  i t ,  would you see some ways you would lik e  to see i t  improved?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: I t  is  going to be hard to get a re n ta l scale that is  su itab le  fo r everybody.
I t  would be so complicated that I do not th ink that even I could d e liv e r i t .  There are certa in  
changes th a t should be In e f fe c t .  One of them, you have to understand that i f  you are l iv in g  1n a 
brand new house o r l iv in g  in a northern ren ta l that does not have any running water o r anything 
lik e  th a t, i t  is s t i l l  $42 d o lla rs ,  and you have those two people l iv in g  beside each o th e r, i t  does 
not r e a l ly  seem f a i r .  I t  is  hard to adm inister a rental scale to such d if fe re n t  community l i f e  and 
communities across the N orth. We have such an expansion over the North and so many d iffe re n t 
people how they work and how they l iv e .  I th ink a ll o f these th in gs have to be looked In to , which 
has been done in the past, but i t  ju s t seems to be implemented as a bulk plan r ig h t  across the 
North. Maybe some d is t r ic t  or community le ve ls  have to be put in to  the ren ta l sca le.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Okay, one last question is  what do you see as the ro le  of housing associations In
the fu tu re?  Do you see them beinq strengthened, do you see them being phased out, how do you 
precelve th e ir  ro le ?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Depending on what communities you are ta lk in g  about, in the communities where
we do not have a b ig  bulk o f housing, I th ink that the association should become an a u th o rity  so 
that more of the people in the community have a voice in the asso cia tion . The other communities, I 
think they need a better manaqement agreement. The one we have is  ju s t one sided, i t  is  very much 
fo r the co rp o ra tio n , i t  is  not fo r the housing associa tion s. They need more funding then we are 
able to g ive  them and they need more power to  make th e ir  own decisions and have th e ir  own Input, to  
house design and renta l sca le  and a ll the issues that are going on.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Jon, before we qet too fa r, th is  is Mrs. E liza  Lawrence, who is  the MLA
fo r Tu Nede, Fort Resolution and that area there. E l iz a ,  th is  is  Jon Maqnusson who is the d is t r ic t  
manager. Any fu rth e r  questions? Sam.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You mentioned the ERP program and the RAP program. You have 
d iffe re n t arrangements, you deal d ir e c t ly  w ith CMHC. Does that mean that you do not have to go 
through Y e llow kn ife  or anything l ik e  that?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: That is  r iq h t .  The ERP program was dropped by the corporation la s t year and
they have never administered the RAP program. Because we deal w ith  so much home-ownership in the 
communities, we wanted some way that we could keep d ire c t  contact w ith the home-owners in the 
communities, and therefore  we do a ll the paper work and inspections for CMHC fo r these programs.

MR. GARGAN: Is i t  working?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: I t  worked well last year. The problem th is  year is that CMHC does not have one
person to  deal w ith  i t  in Ye llow knife  that we can go d ir e c t ly  to . Under the RAP program 1t 1s a 
$8250 gran t r ig h t now that they can give out fo r home-owners.

MR. GARGAN: One f in a l question. You did mention in your last statement tha t there should be more 
a u th o rity  for the associations at the local leve l with the design, th e ir  experience has showed tha t 
most ju r is d ic t io n s  that the funded agencies system is the least expensive. Do you agree with th a t 
and maybe what d is t r ic t  would be a funding agency?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes, that would be c o rre c t. When you think o f I t ,  the way our system works,
rental housing is  c e r ta in ly  not the answer fo r the North. I t  does not work in the South, so I do 
not see why i t  would work up here, where th ings are even harder. The HAP program, even though i t
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bas had U s  bugs, is  a lo t  cheaper fo r the corpo ra tio n , 1t Is a lo t  cheaper fo r  the government and 
also I t  g ives back some s e lf  respect to the people that are able to  get the u n its . I think a lo t  
more funding has got to go back In to  1t ra ther than rental housing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Jon, th is  1s Mr. T 'S e le le , who is  the represen ta tive  fo r  Sahtu, coming
out of F o rt Good Hope, Jon Magnusson. E l iz a ,  you had some questions?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Yes, I Ju st wanted to ask Mr. Magnusson, you mentioned that more a u th o rity  should 
be given to the loca l associa tion . In what ways 1s the d is t r ic t  he lp ing out o r t ry in g  to qlve that 
a u th o rity?  Is there any way, and e f fo r t  qlven In that d irec tion ?

MR JON MAGNUSSON: Okay. W ell, of course we ask them, ju s t  lik e  any other d is t r ic t  to develop
th e ir  own budgets and submit them to us. There 1s a rea l downfall there, because I fin d  that 

с2"впиг,1^1«  t*u^ e t  back to us, then we get I t  Into form of one budget going back to
Y e llow kn ife . No matter what we seem to put in there as community needs, we get back a f ig u re  and
saying. Okay, th is  1s what you have go t, g ive  I t  to the com m unities." I th ink the process Is fine  
com ng th is  way, from the communities to us down to Y e llow kn ife , but 1t does not come back. Now I
™ ” f eJ hat m0nê  ь Î  arx! the re s t of 1 t* but 1 d0 not f1nd that the concerns of the houslno associations are looked a fte r  In reverse.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Do you have any native  people working on th is  in the d is t r ic t  o ffic e ?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes, we have one.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Is there anyone, say you should leave tomorrow, 1s there anyone to t ra in  to take 
f ie ld ?  Ce’ °r any°ne 1П * tra1n1ng posit1on at a l l .  e ith e r  in maintenance or whatever in the

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: In the p o s ition  that the native  g i r l  has, she Is  Just f i l l l n q  in ,  and that Is
second 1n lin e  to my p o s ition  r ig h t  now. She is the a d m in istra tive  a ss istan t, so she w i l l  be
running the o ff ic e  when I am out.

here?LAWRENCE: 1 have another question. Do you have anything to do w ith  the senior c it ize n s  homes

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes, we look a fte r a ll of them.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Who 1s looking a fte r that?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: The one here 1n town? As fa r as maintenance?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Yes. Maintenance and u su a lly  there is  a person l iv in g  there looking a fte r 1t .

! ! к п ? ? А? и550Н:,  I he housing association of course look a fte r i t .  They operate i t  the same as 
public  housing, and they h ire  maintenance men to l iv e  in the b u ild in g  to look a fte r i t .

MRS. LAWRENCE: Who is  that maintenance man?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Peter Saqe.

MRS. LAWRENCE: He liv e s  r ig h t  in there?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes he does.

* tte .,H n n Ew 1 f1 d° n°î mf an, fo r y°u , t0 fee1 threatened or anything, hut th is  was brouqht to my 
h e re  Thet/ Т с  u П 4 c t* s*vera Pe°P1e have approached me in the last few days that I was

tS is 'w J b r o u g h t  "» ' Í S ' s S S ' 5 “ er Sioe 15 h u s l" ess of th i t  » ,d ,o lk s

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: No, not that I am aware o f. He has h is  own warehouse th a t he runs
that business before he was put in to  that p o s it io n .

MRS. LAWRENCE: So these phone numbers, are not his phone numbers?

He had



355

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: I cannot answer that question.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Another question Is that people tend to  abuse d iffe re n t  things when they get Into
managing something. I was also to ld  that there Is  a bunch of trucks parked o utside , and that he 1s 
using the power from the senior c it iz e n s  home to use I t  fo r h1s business. Do you know anything 
about It?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: 1 am not aware of I t ,  no. In fa c t ,  he 1s looking fo r other accommodations to

MRS. LAWRENCE: Another concern that was brought to me 1s that he Is using a ll of the fr id g e  In the 
old fo lk s  home to store  his food because he Is In the food business s e ll in g  bulks.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: I am not aware of i t ,  and I w i l l  c e r ta in ly  look In to  i t .

MRS. LAWRENCE: I am ju s t  asking to see i f  any of 1t Is true.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any more questions? Ludy.

MR. PUDLUK: One question. When you are salng rehablng, they are rehablng 1t from outside or
Inside?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: I t  Is to t a l ,  the outside and the ins ide . When you think of the money, and we
are ta lk in g  between $40,000 and $60,000, depending on where you are, to rehab a house, I t  Is  too 
much. I th ink you can rehab a home and look at other areas to  keep the p rice  down. I think they 
are ju s t  try in g  to squeeze too many rooms In to  the small b u ild in g  and that of course Is d r lv ln q  the 
cost up.

MR. T'SELEIE: I ju st have a couple of questions. I guess m ostly about Norman W e lls . I have been
hearing - -  you know, I get phone c a lls  from people there wanting housing and I t  Is very hard 
because 1 do not r e a l ly  know what qoes on there. But, I quess the way they give out renta l housing 
the re , some people are saying that I t  is  not r e a l ly  f a i r  the way they work. I guess I so rt or want 
to know 1f you know anythlnq about that?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Ju s t before I came to In u v ik , I know that that they were havlnq problems w ith
a llo c a tio n s  down there. In fa c t ,  i t  was put Into the system that a fte r  they a llocated  a house, 
they had to get approval from the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e .  The d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  would then Investiga te  1t 
to make sure tha t It  was a fa i r  a llo c a tio n , because a lo t  of the p r io r  a llo c a tio n s  were not f a i r ,  
they were given to fr ien d s  and so on. There is a po int score system that a ll houslnq associations 
1n the d is t r ic t  use, Norman W ells also uses 11. When I was down there about a month aao I went 
through th e ir app lica tio ns that they were qoing to a llocate  and they were not In the proper form
and they were stopped from a llo c a tin g  a house u n til a l l  the inform ation were on the forms so they
could a llocate  i t  f a i r l y .  So they are being checked out now. In fa c t ,  we hope, in  the next month 
or so, to have them formed as an a u th o rity  so that the people in the community, as w ell as the 
tenants, w i l l  have a vo ice  on that board. They have voted fo r themselves a lso , so 1t 1s w ith in  the 
next month or two we w i l l  have an a u th o rity  in there.

MR. T'SELEIE: I just have one other question and i t  has to do with budgets. I know I have asked
th is  question at finance committee meetings but I never ever r e a l ly  qot a c lea r answer to I t .  I t
Is about the money that is set aside fo r the HAP program. In the budget, I t  c a lls  fo r  $2.5 m illio n  
fo r 58 un its  a l l  over the T e r r ito r ie s  th is  year, and that is  the budget that the Assembly has 
approved fo r the HAP u n its , and i f  you d iv id ed  58 in to  $2.5 m illio n  you get $43,000 per u n it . Y e t,
community people are dealina w ith  $30,000 per un it inc luding sh ipping. So, my question 1s, what
happens to the other $13,000 a u n it .  I s t i l l  do not understand what the corpora tion  does with th a t 
money, whether i t  is used fo r a d m in istra tio n , but i t  seems l ik e  a lo t  to use fo r  adm in istra tio n . 
So, that is  my question.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: I can give you a breakdown on a c tu a lly  how i t  does work. The $30,000 Is fo r
the m aterial package and i t  is ju s t  a m ateria l package. Then, o f course, you have your f re ig h t  and 
on top of that s ite  development, in other words, we have to put a pad 1n. Now out of th a t $30,000 
i t  is  ju s t fo r m ateria l. Out of that $30,000 also has to come for e le c t r ic a l and plumbing. The 
f re ig h t  is on top of th a t $30,000, plus the s ite  development. Now, s ite  development can be from
anywhere from $2000 t o ,  I th ink we have had one fo r $7000. Not every budget is  e xa c tly  the same
fo r each grant. It  might d if fe r  because the s ite  development might be higher and the fre ia h t might 
be h igher. So i t  is not a c tu a lly  over $30,000 that the grant is .
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MRS. LAWRENCC: See, it  does not sta te  tnat in the manual. I t  stated c le a r ly  th a t you get a
$30,000 package. In add ition  to th a t, e le c t r ic i t y  and fre ig h t is added on. I m  hearing
d if fe r e n t ly ,  you are saying I t  1s done d if fe r e n t ly ,  a S2S.OOO package and the re s t 1s stra<qht from 
that.

MR, JON MAGNUS SON : Well, i t  is a gu id e lin e  and we have no problems meeting 1t because we have
always seemed to ge t the e le c t r ic a l In , even th is year, with the money that Is l e f t ,  and the 
f re ig h t ,  we have no problems with those f ig u re s .

MRS. LAL'CENCC: Ou juu miuw any thing about tm s  grant that the people got In  Norman W ells for
b u ild in g  hugh log houses or something like  t h is ,  and we were told that they got the grant from the 
d is t r ic t  going Into that b u ild in g . Do you fe e l that people that can afford  to b u ild  i*uqh bu ild ings 
lik e  th is  here should be assisted and leave the other people that are In need of houses out?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: This 1s three years ago, i t  was under the S5HAG program then. There was a
grant o f $30,000 fo r m aterial or i f  they wanted to order it  fo r themselves or 1f they wanted us to
order 1t for them. Each o f those u n its  that you are re fe rr in g  to  have received the $30,000 and
that is  a l l .  The re s t of the money that they have put in to  those u n its , they have put in to  It  
themselves.

WtS. LAWRENCE: Okay. My other question , i f  1 may, is  what level of sa la ry  can they earn before
they are q u a lifie d  fo r  any grants lik e  th a t, under the HAP program.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Under the  HAP proqram, I t  states tha t I f  you do not q u a lify  b a s ic a lly  for the k
and R program. In other words, I f  you do not make enouqh to qo Into the R b R program then you are 
accepted Into the HAP proqram.

MRS. LAWRCNCE: Has that ju s t  happened re c e n tly  then, or has i t  been like  that a l l  along.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Th is is the g u id e lin e  for th is  ye a r, yes, because there has been no Incomes on
them before.

MRS. LAWRENCE: One last question. In the p a st, i t  did not matter then on how much money you
earned or what kind o f business you were in , you were q u a lifie d  fo r th is qrant, and tha t is what 
happened three years ago to these people in Norman Wells?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: The ones three years aqo, pa rt of the problem was that we could not qet anybody
that was interested in  HAP proqram down there. We had two people come to us, one person had very
l i t t l e  income but he was v e ry  s k ille d  in loq b u ild in g , so therefore he was given a q ra n t, nd the
other person was in renta l housing and i t  is always my idea that the more people that you get out
o f renta l housing, then you are freeinq i t  up fo r  somebody e lse  to qet In and that was the idea.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Was there proper inform ation qiven to the loca l people?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes there was.

MR. GARGAN: When we were in Tuktoyaktuk, there was a women there th a t said she could not qet Into 
any type of program because she was making too much money. I guess she has been try ln q  for the 
la s t three or four years now to qet into a rura l and remote type of program.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes, I am aware of the person that you are ta lk in g  about because they have come
to see me and that is the case, that is the problem w ith  the R and R proqram. We use a gu ide lin e  
which I have had approved by CMHC te n ta t iv e ly  and we use i t ,  is  that minimum Income Is $20,000 and 
a maximum income of $40,000 depending on fa m ily  s ize . This p a r t ic u la r  person that you are ta lk in g  
about is over $40,000 and CMHC ju s t w i l l  not consider i t .  Even with $40,000, I would be very , ve ry  
re lu ctan t in going in to  home-ownership m yse lf, you know, i f  you have a big fa m ily , $40,000, you are
r e a l ly  s tre tch in g  i t ,  and CMHC does not seem to understand that. I r e a l ly  be lieve  in some
instances, you can get someone in there w ith  $50,000 a year because the expense o f runninq a u n it  
i f  you have a large  fa m ily , is  very high. ’

MR. GARGAN: Just one fin a l question , I agree w ith  what .you ju s t  said ju st now. Do you think then 
that the on one sca le , the type of programs that are designated be based on, I guess the 
geographical area, the economy of the community, the cost of l iv in g  fa c to r. L ike, .you said
540,000, in  Tuktoyaktuk, you would probably have to make your money s tre tc h . But, say fo r  example 
in Fort Providence i t  would be a d iffe re n t  s to ry . They have an access road, and things lik e  th a t 
and maybe i t  would work a lo t bette r there. ’

/ •  :  ч ’ ■ . -  '
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING

HOUSING ASSOCIATION OF NORMAN WELLS, JULY 9, 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): We are here as the Assem bly's task fo rce  on housing, we have s ix  Members
and fo u r  a lte rn a te  Members. The s it t in g  Members are Mr. A rlook too  from Lake Harbour and 
represents the con stituency o f B a ffin  South; John T 'S e le le ,  o f course who you know, from F o rt Good 
Hope and th is  Is h is  r id in g ;  E l iz a  Lawrence who is  from Tu Nede; Red Pedersen who represents 
K1t1kmeot West and live s  in Coppermine; my name Is Arnold McCallum, I represent Slave R iver and 
liv e  in  Fort Sm ith; and Ludy Pudluk 1s a co-chairman w ith  me, he represents the  High A rc t ic  and 
live s  in Resolute, he is not here. We have three other Members who are a lte rn a te  Members as w e ll,  
Michael Ballantyne who 1s from Ye llow kn ife  and represents Ye llow kn ife  North; Michael A n gottltauru q  
who represents Kltikm eot East and l iv e s  1n G joa Haven; and Sam Gargan who 1s from Providence and 
represents Deh Cho; and E l i ja h  Erkloo who represents Foxe Basin and liv e s  In Pond In le t .

We have been to the B a ffin  to ta lk  to various groups, the settlem ent c o u n c ils , housing associations 
In various communities and municipal leaders as w e ll. What we are here fo r  is to  get comments from 
you people on housing. We don 't have any answers. What we have been charged w ith  to take a look
at housing and make a re p o rt to the Assembly at the November s i t t in g  and see what can be done
regarding various questions that may be posed of us, e ith e r in  the d e liv e ry  o f housing, 1n the 
a llo c a tio n  of houses w ith in  the communities and construction  and a ll aspects o f 1t —  supp ly, ship 
and e rec t of p u b lic  housing.

As w e ll there are other questions that come up o r other comments tha t are made as regards 
co -op era tive  housing as we heard 1n Frob isher Bay and we hear from other places. So there  are many 
aspects to the whole question of housing in th e  NWT tha t we are concerned w ith . Our main concern 
1s w ith  public  housing, th a t Is the a ffec t th a t t e r r i t o r ia l  housing w i l l  have fo r  the p u b lic , not 
so much w ith  p r iv a te  businesses. We do not have any re s p o n s ib i l i t y  In terms of th a t. Our 
re s p o n s ib il ity  p r im a r ily  is  fo r whatever the Assembly provides funding fo r which Is  b a s ic a lly  
public housing and to  some extent the s ta ff  housing o f the personnel of the Government o f the NWT.

We would be very pleased to hear comments from you about housing as I have outlined  1t 1n Norman 
W ells. We w i l l  l is te n  and tra n s c rip ts  w il l  be made o f the coimients that are made. Because we have 
Members from the East, we do Instantaneous tra n s la t io n . We w i l l  do I t  In some o f the Dene 
languages when we go In to  other areas of John 's con stituency. So e ve ry th in g  that Is said is  
recorded and we w i l l  then go back and t r y  to glean from the commments tha t are made so that we can 
make some kind of report to  the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly on what should and can be done about housing, 
fo r which the Assembly 1s responsib le , as i t  a ffects  people in the T e r r i to r ie s .  I am not sure
there is  much more that should be sa id . John is  you want to say something as w e ll.

MR. T 'S ELE ÎE : I  do not r e a l ly  have too much to say, except that I am more fa m ilia r  w ith  the
problems of housing in the communities in th is  region , so whatever you b rin g  up here is  going to be 
news to  me too. That Is about a ll I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Does any other Member of the committee have anything to  say? I f  there Is
nothing e lse , I would ju s t  l ik e  to Ind ica te  th a t we do have tra n s la t io n .

MS LYNN LETAIN: I  think our b iggest concern is tha t we have a shortage o f housing In Norman
W ells. We did a housing needs study which we have w ith  us. We do need houses here but 1t doesn't 
look l ik e  we are going to  get any. We fe e l that we are being treated  d if fe r e n t ly  from other 
communities because we are a high income community, so they t e l l  us. We have a lo t  of s in g le  
people that need accommodation who do not even bother to come in and put t h e ir  a p p lica tio ns In  
because they say "What's the use, we w il l  never get anything anyway." Right now we accept a ll 
app lica tions but the ones who are going to ge t the houses are the ones w ith  fa m ilie s  and s ingles do 
not both app lying. Does anyone else have anything to say on that?



-  2 2 3  -

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Last summer we had a lo t  o f a p p lic a tio n s . During the summer they can stay In
tents or anywhere, but 1n the w in ter they end o f leav ing  th e ir  jobs and going back South where
the^e is no jobs. This happens almost every summer and then the snow comes and they leave again.
There is then no nnp tn f i n  the:* jo b s  bcciusc there Is no iiuusiny a v a ila b le . S ingles apartments 
we most c e r ta in ly  need. Me have asked fo r one every year fo r  the last s ix  years .

There are also a lo t  of people from the communities, l ik e  Fort Good Hope, fa m ilie s  that would l ik e  
to move to  Norman Wells that have Jobs at Esso and don't want to leave th e ir  fa m ilie s  In  6ood Hope 
and l iv e  by themselves here - -  some of them have been on the w a itin g  l i s t  fo r  about two years. 
E ven tu a lly  they w i l l  q u it th e ir  jobs and go back to  Good Hope.

MS LYNN LETAIN: We have to  g ive  the people that l iv e  In Norman W ells p r io r i t y  to  have a house. I f  
we have a llocated  a house to  someone In Good Hope and there are people on our w a iting  l i s t  from 
Norman W ells - -  th e re  would be hell to  pay. So those people who are from Good Hope or F o rt  Norman 
or whatever, th e ir  chance of g e ttin g  a house 1s n i l .

MS VALERIE TASSIE: I have gone a fte r some people saying maybe you could get something b u i l t  I f  you
put your names down but they ju s t w o n 't bother. There are Norman W ells people. I th ink there Is
one from F o rt  Norman.

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): V a l, when was th is  needs study done?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: About a month ago.

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): So i t  was done th is  ye a r, back work and eve ryth in g . C e rta in ly  we w il l
take that and get copies made. E liza  you said you had a question.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. How long do you have to  be In the community before they 
can apply on housing?

A SPEAKER (Fem ale): They have to be here three months.

MRS. LAWRENCE: So the people from the o u tly in g  regions, Fo rt F ra n k lin , Fort Good Hope, when they
come In do they have to be here three months before they can apply on housing?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: No, we do not tre a t  them that way because they are In the T e r r ito r ie s  a lready. 
We accept a p p lic a tio n s  from them r ig h t  away.

MRS. LAWRENCE: What about the companies who h ire  people, do they g ive  accommodation to  the
employees?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: The b igger companies do but there are small contractors who h ire  people but
they do not have a place to house them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there p r iv a te ly  owned t r a i le r s  or Is there a t r a i le r  court 1n town?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Yes there 1s.

CHAIRMA.N (Mr. McCallum): Do the la rge r companies l ik e  Esso, do they provide housing allowances?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Esso does. The v e ry  small companies do not.

MS LYNN LETAIN: I th in k  the hamlet has a housing allowance.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): When we were d r iv in g  down you mentioned something about the economic
re n t, would you ju s t l ik e  to  e laborate on th a t.

MS LYNN LETAIN: Economic rent r ig h t now Is $1,030 a month and on October 1st I t  w i l l  be ra ised  to 
$1600 a month.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That is fo r  the 15 p u b lic  u n its . Could you t e l l  us i f  you know what
p riv a te  accommodations are going fo r. Do you have a two or three bedroom 1n the pu b lic  housing?

MS LYNN LETAIN: We have three.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): And there Is no basement. Say a two bedroom un it 1n town, 1f there are
others that are owned p r iv a te ly ,  what ren t would they gpt fo r  It?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: I t  depends who Is re n tin g  them. In the t r a i le r  court I t  would be anywhere from
$600 to  $800, depending who Is re n tin g  1t. I f  1t. Is somebody he knows —  I f  1t Is  somebody he does
not know I t  could be $1200. There Is no set re n t. Ranger Homes, I be lieve  they have th re e  bedroom 
houses, but they are huge houses, they go for $2200 month.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Does that Include u t i l i t ie s ?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: No. The people have to  look a fte r th e ir  own u t i l i t i e s .  I t  1s u s u a lly
companies that rent these houses, p r iv a te  people cannot afford  to .

MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: To rent a tent frame Is  $300 a month.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): S im ila r to  the ones th a t Pete has up the way?

MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: Yes.

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Housing Is bad 1n Norman W e lls . We need something here.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Just to go back to th is  economic re n t. You received a le t te r  from the
d is t r ic t  manager

MS VALERIE TASSIE: No from the program c o -o rd in a to r, C l i f f  Huot. I d id  t e l l  him that the
chairperson has asked that he send down something or show us the form ula, how he came to th is  
f ig u re . I s t i l l  haven't received i t .  I ta lked to him a couple of days ago and I asked him about 
i t  again and he said he would get I t  to  us. I be lieve  he w i l l  be 1n town th is  week so I hope he 
brings 1t down.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pedersen): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Does the economic rent include u t i l i t i e s ?

MA LYNN LETAIN: Yes. The economic rent is what i t  costs to run that house every month, inc luding 
u t i l i t i e s .  That is an awful jump - -  ju s t  about $600 1n one year.

MR. PEDERSEN: Does anybody pay economic rent?

MS LYNN LETAIN: I do.

MR. PEDERSEN: What Is the average rent in the 15 un its  you operate?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: I would say about $400 a month per u n it .

MR. PEDERSEN: So that Is somewhat less than the current economic re n t, less than 50 per cent.

MS LYNN LETAIN: There has been comments H ke, i f  you can a fford  to pay economic rent, you d o n 't 
have to U ve  1n th is  house, you do n 't have to l i v e  in th is  house. I f  you can a ffo rd  to pay $1030 a 
month, you can a fford  to ren t someplace else because these are low Income houses. I fe e l that we 
are being pushed out. W e 'll ra ise  your rent u n t i l  you get out. I am ju s t  an o rd in ary jo e  making a 
l iv in g  and I c a n 't a fford  to  pay - -  there 1s a t r a i le r  that goes fo r  $2500 a month. We could never 
a fford  tha t and furtherm ore there is  no place to  re n t. We are being penalized. I am not the o n ly  
one that pays economic re n t, there are a few o thers . I f  you go out to work you are being penalized 
fo r  working. There are people who l iv e  in these houses that pay minimum rent —  $42 a month, that 
do not work or care i f  they ever work and they can s it  in that house fo r  as long as they want. And 
there is  work in Norman W e lls , there Is no reason fo r them to be s i t t in g  there.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What is the average ren t c o lle c te d  monthly?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Well now with the three houses paying economic rent i t  Is $6000 a month.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That is the to ta l rent that 1s due. What is the actual re tu rn . Do you 
have people in arrears?
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MS VALERIE 1ASSIE: Yes I do.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): You have 15 un its  so rou gh ly  you are g e tt in g  $90,000 a year re n t.

MS vrtL tĸ it lA b b lt : That flu c tu a te s  because come w in tertim e there are a lo t  o f people la id  o f f  and 
not working at a l l  and paying the minimum. The rents w i l l  go r ig h t  down. I t  1s o n ly  In the 
summertime that the rents are r e a l ly  h igh.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What grant do you get from that corpo ra tio n , from the d i s t r i c t ,  to run
the association?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: I do not have the actual f ig u re .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do you do your own maintenance, the housing association?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Yes we do.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCAllum): Mr. B a llantyn e.

MR. BALLANTYNE: What Is the operating budget of the housing association?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: I do not have tha t fig u re  on me r lq h t now. I would g ive  you the d is c re tio n a ry  
- -  running down from maintenance. The m ateria l is $13,000; wages, $31,000; adm in istra tion  and 
o f f ic e  supplies $3000; wages $12,000; and veh ic le  expense, $3000.

MR. BALLANTYNE: How many maintenance people do you have?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Just the one.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Is  that adequate? Do you feel you have enough resources to maintain the (muses
properly?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Oh yes, d e f in ite ly .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): People who work, fo r  example with Esso, do you have any of those people
In the pu b lic  housing?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Yes, we have two. When they were f i r s t  hired w ith  Esso they were counted as
casuals so Esso does not g ive  them housing. Since they are not supervisors now, they s t i l l  do not 
get housing.

MS LYNN LETAIN: Anyone h ired  lo c a l ly  does not get housing.
h’

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Yes but John Lewison was not h ired  lo c a l ly ,  he is  from Fo rt Good Hope, although
he is a superviso r, they w i l l  not provide housing fo r hlm. I th in k  he is  on a two week out, two
week in work schedule, but he wants h is  fam ily  w ith  him, that Is why he is ren ting  a house from us.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. B allantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Is  there is  d iffe re n ce  of the way In which people In s ta ff  housing are treated
from the way that pub lic  housing people are treated? Are the houses furnished? Are there any 
complaints in that area, o f un fa irness, that people in government s ta ff  housing are g e tt in g  a 
better deal than in pu b lic  housing?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: I do n 't think anybody has r e a l ly  noticed th a t , although there is a lo t  of
d iffe re n c e . They get fu rn itu re  from the government and p lu s th ey get th e ir  lawns Instead of 
shale.

MS LYNN LETAIN: You can 't even compare them.

MR. 8ALI ANTYNE: Is that a b ig  issue to  you.

MS LYNN LETAIN: No. I do n 't think we have ever even had any com plaints.

MS. VALERIE TASSIE: No, I d o n 't th ink anybody has even thought of th a t .
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I t  may seem that we are not g iv in g  any kind of p o s it iv e  response, but as
Ĩ said 1n the beginn ing, what we are t r y in g  to do Is to hear the rea l concerns tha t you have. You
are saying that there is  a shortage of pu b lic  housing, tiiai. Lucie is a demonstrated need fo r  s in g le
u n its  fo r  s in g le  people, that you b e lie ve  that you are being treated  u n fa ir ly  by the corporation In
the a llo c a tio n  o f u n its  to The W ells , by the lack of the  numbers being designated to you over the 
years . Just to  get I t  s t ra ig h t ,  because there are Jobs ava ilab le  to  people here and there  ire  no 
pu b lic  u n its  a v a ila b le  fo r people, you go around th is  chicken 1n the egg sort o f th in g , you go 
around 1n c ir c le s ,  because 1t Is  reputed to be a h igh Income area, there  does not seem to be 
re co gn itio n  by the corpora tion  that you requ ire  those u n its .  Is  tha t fa1r7

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Yes, that is r ig h t .  I have asked the  d is t r ic t  manager, e s p e c ia lly  when I heard 
that they got apartments up 1n In u v lk , and the one s tra ig h t  answer th a t I got was "Forget I t ,  
Norman W ells w i l l  never get anymore pu b lic  housing." Mr. Jon Magnusson has said that many times 
that there Is no way Norman W ells w i l l  get anymore putl 1c housing, anymore re n ta ls .

MS LYNN LETAIN: They came to us not too long ago and asked us 1f we wanted to buy the houses th a t 
we were re n tin g , on a ru ra l and remote program. The cost o f the house was $70,000 to $90,000 on 
th is  ru ra l and remote program, because they to ld  us they ju st want to get Norman Wells o u t. They 
do n 't want to have anything to  do w ith  Norman W ells .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): They would much ra ther i f  you bought the public  housing on the rura l and 
remote program o f that same deal o f 25 per cent on your Income and that way they would be able to  
p u ll a Pontius P i la te  and wash th e ir  hands of the whole deal.

MS LYNN LETAIN: Yes th a t 's  r ig h t .  You see there  Is a real problem w ith  Inuvlk and us, I d o n 't
know about the other communities, there 1s a real communications problems. I was t e l l in g  you about
th is  before. They come down, they s i t  at our meetings, they do n 't say a word. A couple o f months
la te r  they come back and dump on us. Like you 've  done th is  wrong, and they have sat there and 
watched us make the e rro rs  and never sa id  a word to  us. They are out to get us. Anything we do Is 
no good.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You are paranoid. You know th e re 's  somebody a fte r  you.

---L a u g h te r

MS LYNN LETAIN: I have not been chairperson v e ry  long and I suggested that we have workshops
because th is  a jo b  I would l ik e  to do w e ll,  but there are a lo t  of things I do not know about. I
would l ik e  to go to workshops. The comment was "Well we had them before and a l l  I t  was a Ы д  
drunk." There you go.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): f r s .  Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: They do n 't want to b u ild  anymore houses in  Norman W ells , d id  they say why?

MS LYNN LETAIN: Because they say we don 't need them. We make enough money, we can build  out own.

MRS. LAWRENCE: That Is the a ttitu d e  they have.

MS LYNN LETAIN: That Is r ig h t .

MRS. LAWRENCE: I f  you did that they would be out of a jo b . Do they re a liz e  that - -  the d is t r ic t
manager in  Inuvik? Remind them of that next time.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): In your housing need, how many people do you have down that you be lieve
requ ire  housing? Not ju s t  the ones that are l is te d  here.

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Some of those are my tenants tha t are l is te d  on the fro n t page. I thought they
could be moved in to  a s in gles  apartment i f  we ever got one.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You have a w a itin g  l i s t  of people who would want to move in to  pu b lic
housing, o f the 15 un its  that you have now, you say there are 13 th a t are a c tu a lly  being used, two 
of them are w ith  Esso. But they are not e l ig ib le  fo r housing from Esso because they are loca l 
h ire s . Is  that a p o lic y  o f Esso tha t you know of, i f  they h ire  lo c a l ly  they do not provide 
housing?
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MS VALERIE TASSIE: Yes, by most companies here.

MS LYNN LETAIN: I t  Is the same w ith  Northern now. I f  Northern h ires you as a lo c a l,  you cannot
stay 1n camp.

CHAIRMAN {Mr. McCallum): So that means I f  you are from outside o f The W ells , as I t  were you can
s t i l l  l iv e  In camp.

MS LYNN LETAIN: I f  you are from Inuvlk  and applied fo r a Job from Northern and you qet the Job.
you can s ta y  in camp.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): This 1s ju s t  In The W ells proper where th is  doesn't occur. How do you
fe e l about the minimum re n t .  Do you have any conmen..s about the ren ta l scale I ts e lf?

MS LYNN LETAIN: I can see ,f you have a woman w ith  a couple of kids who Is out of work -  I can
see i f  fo r  a w h ile , but d o n 't take advantage of I t .  That Is what's happening. I f  a woman w ith  a 
couple of k ids gets la id  o f f ,  what else 1s she going to do? Money doesn't come that easy. I f  she 
Is  out of a jo b , then f in d , Í42 a month.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What do you pay 1n u t i l i t i e s ?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Our power is approxim ately $4000 to $6000 a month. Fuel Is about $14,000 a
ye ar. Natural gas 1s about $2000 a year. We have about fo u r u n its , the o f f ic e  Is run on natural 
gas too. Water is about $75 per u n it fo r  every th ree u n its , p lus we have three u n its  on pump 
In-pump out system, which runs about $1000 to  $1200 a month fo r those three u n its . We did rece ive  
a grant fo r  natural gas conversion th is  ye a r, NWT says no there Is not enough gas In Norman W e lls , 
Esso says there Is ,  Esso says i t  is  a ll p o l i t ic a l .  I do not know whether we w i l l  lose th is  grant 
now or not. GNWT says they can 't promise -  1n the next four years. I be lieve  the corpora tion  In 
Ye llow kn ife  said they w i l l  hold i t  over one year w h ile  they t r y  to ,  I haven 't had word back from 
them y e t .  I  would not want to lose that grant now, a fte r a l l  these years. That would r e a l ly  save 
on our fue l and NCPC. J

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What do you pay 1n k ilo w a tt hour in town?

MR. VALERIE ARMSTRONG: I th ink  I t  is 25 cent a k ilo w a tt hour.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Is n 't  th a t subsidized down to the Ye llow knife  rate which 1s 11.5 or 12 or
something l ik e  that?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: I  don’ t  think ours is . Not I f  i t  runs $400 to $500 a month per u n it .

MR. PEDERSEN: Only p r iv a te ly  owned houses.

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Yes, not government.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any other comment, Mr. Pederson.

MR. PEDERSEN: The housing shortage that you ta lk  about, you seem to address i t  in on ly one
s o lu t io n , add itiona l ren ta l u n its . What aboout the home-ownership programs that the Houslnq 
Corporation have ava ilab le  - -  SSHAG, HAP - -  we heard no comments from you on that?

MS LYNN LETAIN: You see Inuvik t e l ls  us that u n til a ll these un its  are completed that are going
on now, that have grants, we are not going to get anymore houses. They w i l l  not g ive  us anymore
grants u n t il those ones are a ll completed.

MS VALERIE TASSIE: We only received one in 1983, and two fo r  1982.

MR. PEDERSEN: You to ld  us that befo re , but to  get i t  on record we have to  get you to say i t  now. 
I f  that p o lic y  was changed and you could get more under these home-ownership programs, would that 
be a su itab le  program to  The Wells, i f  i t  were on a la rg e r scale?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Yes.



MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: I Just received one of those packages from the Housing C o rp o ra tio n , 1t Ju st
got here la s t week. I t  Is good, lik e  I t  1s th e re , but the communication, how they get I t  here Is 
backwards. I b u ild  houses a ll the time. This deal came up on the barge, and then I got one year
to  develop a lo t  around here. Th a t's  you r time l im it .  So I applied la s t  September fo r  the lo t  
i t s e l f ,  that e n t it le d  me to get into the program, wmch come along ana 1 wasn approved In 
November. Now I get the house la s t week and I have u n t i l  August 24th and I w i l l  have to  have th a t 
house completed, to have It  b u i l t .  And yet th e y  truck  th ings In here a l l  w in te r, and why they 
would wait fo r  the barge - -  I even to ld  them I would pay fo r the e xtra  c o s t, Just b ring  I t  here so 
I can get working on I t .  Now the summer 1s h a lf shot. E ithe r that or I am going to have to go to  
the bank and h ire  a c on tra c to r to  do I t .  Then they sent the house up here - -  the b lu eprin ts  a l l  
1n m etric  and the m ateria l Is In feet and Inches. You c a n 't  b u ild  I t  the way they say,

MR. PEDERSEN: This Is under the HAP program Is I t?

MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: Yes, the b lu e p rin t ju s t  a rrived  and I went and bought a converlon
c a lc u la to r ard I might as well have le f t  that In the sto re  because the m ateria l Is in e ig h t -fo o t  
lengths, i t  Is not In centim eters or anything l ik e  th a t. That Is no good to people in  settlements 
or here or anywhere.

MR. PEDERSEN: That is one of the plans or packages out o f  that l i t t l e  brown book.

MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: Yes, and they w on 't approve anymore u n t i l  these ones are b u i l t .  Half o f
them came la st year and the other parts ended up here on the barge th is  ye a r. So how was the guy 
even going to b u ild  one o f them? Because I ju s t d id  one of them out at the lake and Ruby's Is out 
there now to get b u i l t ,  and I t  wasn’ t complete. Now mine was a lo t  bette r in g e ttin g  here than 
th e ir s ,  Ы-* that :)d5 been two years - -  they must know how to sh ip  something and they said there was 
a guy 1n Hay R ive r who got the contract to  supply the m a te ria l, but i t  was on backorder someplace 
in  Edmonton. Now If  the  guy is  b idding on I t ,  the  Housing Corporation says, look i f  you get the  
co n tra c t, have the s t u f f ,  d o n 't have f t  In Edmonton. People up here need 1t and there Is two 
houses s it t in g  there w a itin g  so I t  holds us up from g e ttin g  anymore o f the program I t s e l f .  I t  was 
b e tte r th is  tim e, the package d id  come, now I have to take i t  a l l  apart to inspect i t  and I f  I t  is  
a l l  there , good, I can go ahead and b u ild , i f  not, I am at a s t a n d s t i l l .  And that w i l l  hold o ther 
people up.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Who Indicated to  you tha t you would not get any more HAP money u n t i l . . .

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Our program c o -o rd in a to r, Mr. Huot. in  In u v ik .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What about the ru ra l and remote, about purchasing these? Is  the ru ra l
and remote program not a v iab le  concept in  Norman Wells? And why In your opin ion Is n 't  It?

MS LYNN LETAIN: To purchase these log houses that we are liv in g  1 n, we could purchase them and pay
25 per cent o f our Income, ju s t  lik e  we are doing now, then we are responsible fo r  our own 
maintenance. The wind comes r ig h t  through those houses In the w in tertim e, you would have to  
renovate when you bought i t ,  I do n 't know what cost you would be looking a t. You would probably 
have to  convert to wood or some other cheaper way o f heating 1t. I ju s t  don 't th ink I t  Is  
fe a s ib le .

MS VALERIE TASSIE: You can also bu ild  through the rural and remote. What happened there was about 
three years ago when Hal Logsdon was the d is t r ic t  manager, they came down to  present these 
programs. There were th ree  or four contractors who wanted to get in on th is .

MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: And we a ll got together, I th ink there was about s ix  of us In a group, to  
do th is  ru ra l and remote program. We a l l  went out to DOT Lake and applied fo r  lo ts ,  that was a l l  
qood and we ended up lo s in g  the lo ts  because we never d id  rece ive  any m a te ria l. Then the program 
was cancelled.

MS VALERIE TASSIE: No i t  wasn't can ce lled . What happened there was they said that since none o f 
the people who applied were in te rested  in the b lu eprin ts  that were presented by the c o rp o ra t io n ...

MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: I never saw any b lu e p r in ts .

MS VALERIE TASSIE: They a ll wanted to draw up there  own b lu e p rin ts .
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MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: I never saw a b lu e p rin t. When I was Involved with the program we were to
get our own b lu e p rin ts , fig u re  out what we needed. So we went to  some con tractors  and t r ie d  I t  and 
Llndal Homes came up here to put In a presentation to take to Hal Logsdon and he was down there and 
Mr. Magnusson was the re , and nothing ever became o f 1t. I never saw any plans.

“ S VALERIE TASSit: we had the meeting at the housing asso c ia tion .

MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: Well I t  might have been there , but w ith  the group that I was Involved w ith
- -  the people who asked the housing associa tion  about t h is ,  they d id n 't  show much In te re s t.

MS. VALERIE TASSIE: No, they were th e re , they presented a good program. They had a rch ite c ts
there, they had b lu e p rin ts  set up a l l  through the shop, we had a lo t  of people there fo r  the 
meeting but nobody was In terested  In the b lu e p r in ts , they wanted to make th e ir  own. So the 
corporation said "No, fo rg e t I t ,  th a t's  i t . "

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I f  the rura l and remote program could operate the way ft Is supposed to ,
that there may be some demand fo r  I t ,  notw ithstanding that you are on the lease purchase of these 
u n U s , but even new u n its  that would be put In because they are being done In other areas under the 
ru ra l and remote and they are geared to income so that i f  you are la id  o f f  fo r a w h ile , your
payments drop correspond ingly. The program you are ta lk in g  about now in purchasing these pu b lic  
u n its , that maybe something d if fe re n t .  I guess the question we are asking is ,  would there be a 
demand fo r home-ownership In the town?

MS LYNN LETAIN: I b e lie ve  there  would be fo r  fa m ilie s , but where you have a s in g le  parent
supporting a fa m ily  —  J don 't th ink  there would be.

MP. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: The s itu a tio n  would be the same as in the program 1 am in  where you get the
package and then get i t  and then pay the 25 per cent. I f  you go to get a piece o f land around
here, 1t 1s going to  be d i f f i c u l t .  Your program does not co inc ide  with the amount of time - -  the
s itu a tio n  I am In  is tha t I have one month to bu ild  a house and the communications between 
Ye llow kn ife , g e tt in g  the p ro perty , g e tt in g  approval - -  your time runs out before you are
fin is h e d . There are no lo ts  out at the lake r ig h t  now. We were In the other day to see about some
and I don 't know where a person can b u ild .

MR. PEDERSEN: Who Is i t  that d icta tes that one year that you have to b u ild  in?

MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: I t  is Y e llo w k n ife . When you get your land here, when you apply fo r  a lease
you have one year to develop. So I f  you applied fo r a lo t ,  say today, and you were fo rtu na te  
enough to get one, because they draw your name out of a hat, you might be approved in December. 
You c a n 't do anything in 40 below weather, so you wait u n t i l  the sp rin g , and maybe the barge w i l l  
a rr iv e  with your house In good time. So you have a good four months to work on I t .  Now i f
somebody Is n 't  In to the b u ild in g  f ie ld ,  i t  Is going to be d i f f i c u l t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Mr. Chairman, could be check that out who imposes that one year, because that does 
not apply anywhere e lse in the T e r r i to r ie s  —  unless i t  is a municipal th in g .

MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: You can have an extension on th is .  You can get an extension on the time
you have to develop your p ro p e rty . Now when you get the property i t  is about $6000 or Î7000 that
you have la y out fo r shale to put In th is  swamp. I f  you can get that done —  th e y  don't haul f i l l
1n the w in te r, i t  1s fro ze .

MR. PEDERSEN: So you can get an extension , so you do In fa c t have more than the one month you are
ta lk in g  about before.

MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: No, my extensions are ended now, because of the season when I c o u ld n 't  do
anything, the house i f  I t  would have come here on a truck in the w in te r, I could have started 
construction  in May, as i t  Is  I got i t  th is  week. So that time was wasted on me.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I ju s t  want to  c la r i f y  one th in g . This r e s t r ic t io n  on i t ,  th is  is
federal land that you are g e tt in g , i t  is not municipal land. Is the guys name Menard?
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MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: No.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): So I t  may he somewhere there . Rut I suspect that I f  I t  is federal land
- -  the trou b le  may be there. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I remember g e ttin g  federa l property ro r  a caoin at tne iaxe  and they y ive  y tu  a
year to b u ild  on i t ,  with an extension i f  you apply on i t .  But I d id  not th ink they d id  that fo r 
permanent homes. So are you te l l in g  us that they put a time lim it  on the pro perty that they p u ll 
from the hat?

MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: Well the p ro p e rty  that I got you have to develop w ith in  one year and w ith  
the program the Housing Corporaton has, i t  does not coincide to  get things done 1n one year. You 
could get the extension, which I have done, but i t  is s t i l l  not enough tim e. Novi I d o n 't r e a l ly  
know what they are going to do because i f  I do not have that build by say August, what are they 
going tn do? Take the land or the house away?

MRS. LAWRENCE: I t  is not re a l ly  your problem, I t  Is th e ir  problem - -  the way they make the
agreement. Maybe the Housing Corporation should get th e ir  act together and make sure that the 
supplies get in on time. The complaint we have a ll over the T e r r ito r ie s  is  that the supplies are 
not coming In on time to b u ild  and w ith  the time lim it  on the property you have, I c a n 't  see how 
anybody could even see - -  but that sounds l ik e  the corp o ra tio n .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. B allantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I need a l i t t l e  c la r i f ic a t io n .  I understand that you are b u ild in g  outside the
municipal boundary, 1s that correct?

MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: I t  is  10 m iles out at 00T Lake.

MR. BALLANTYNE: You are not ta lk in g  about a recreatio n  b u ild in g .

MR. LAVERNE AMRSTRONG: No, i t  is a house.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Maybe we should get some inform ation on th is  because i t  Is a d iffe re n t  se t-u p .

MR, LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: I could see th is  coming. I have been working on these houses w ith  people 
that have received the program and the packaging when they f i r s t  come up was bad, there was 
damage. So the guy phones Inuvik and then they got a ca ll back down to Hay R iver and there Is  a, 
bunch o f b i l l s ,  so he doesn't get i t  b u i l t .  Now there is a couple in Norman and there 1s one ju s t  
out here in Norman W ells , on that program. And i t  was just because the guy went to a con tracto r 
and i f  he was short of something l ik e  n a ils  or something, everybody went ahead and b u i l t .  There 
was no ro o f, it  did not show up, wherever i t  went. Now there is a guy who has his house up, I t  Is 
in su la ted , the dryw a ll is in and i t  is painted and we have the plywood ta rred  because the t in  roo f 
d id n 't  make i t  to the s ite . I f  i t  ra in s , there is a good chance h is in su la tio n  1s going to get a 
1 I t t le  wet.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Well I th in k  those are the kinds of things that are deterrents aga1n$|f
home-ownership which is something that the Assembly and in a sense the government are in te res ieá t' 
in . These are oeterrerits to  g e ttin g  th is  done and obviou sly those are the types of th ings we would 
lik e  to  hear about. Notwithstanding c e rta in  exceptions to i t ,  but home-ownership seems to  be., 
something that is wanted here in the West.

MR. LAVERNE ARMSTRONG: The program sounds good but unless i t  gets to coinc ide  bette r w ith  the way
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kind of looking around for something to  do.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I dare say. Mr. T ’ S e le ie .

MR. T 'SELEIE: On the l is t  here i t  says that you have 15 p u b lic  u n its , I would think that most o f - '  
these u n its  are occupied permanently by - -  whatever you can permanent - -  permanent people? 
Whatever you c a ll "not permanent" l ik e  say people who move out a fte r a year or q u it th e ir  job  or 
get tra n s fe rre d . How many o f these 15 un its are l ik e  tha t, ro ta t in g  kind of u n its .

/
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MS VALERIE TASSIE: We have had three people change over th is  year. Not much of a change 1n the
last few years.

MR. T 'SELEIE : The government In the last ye a r has Just come out w ith  a program where they are
b u ild in g  a whole bunch o f s in g le  peoples units 1n places l ik e  McPherson, I know they put some there 
and I am Just wondering 1f they put some here?

MS VALERIE TASSIE: Mo they d id  not.

MR. T 'SELE IE : I th in k , Mr. Chairman, what we ar<; dealing w ith here Is the impact o f the
development that Is  going on here in  Norman W ells, I know that In  other areas, l ik e  hamlet
coun c ils , are w a itin g  fo r  Impact moneys from Ottawa. Special types of moneys that Ottawa earmarks 
for Norman Wells as a high Impact area. I th in k  that in the area of housing. I f  there could be a 
way tha t we could find  fo r  th is  to happen. I think the a sso c ia tio n 's  main concern here Is s in g le  
person housing. I would suggest that th is  1s the f i r s t  p r io r i t y  here for people who are seeking 
employment. In the next couple of years we might see some o f th is  Impact lessen because my 
understanding Is that the peak of the Norman Wells development Is o ve r. But at the same time I
know there  w i l l  always be people coming here looking fo r  work and there has to be some way of
housing these people. I th ink  the government has some re s p o n s ib i l i t y  In t r y in g  to house people 
that are seeking employment. I ju s t want to say that to you and those are my thoughts on what you 
have sa id .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anyone else want to add anything on e ith e r  side? I f  there I s n ' t ,  again I
would ju s t  lik e  to  thank you fo r  being here w ith  your d ire c to rs  and you can rest assured that we
w il l  be hearing many comments 1n other places and when we put th ings together 1n our report to the
Assembly, and I f  they accept I t ,  h o p e fu lly  we w i l l  see some kind of change. I think you brought up 
some v e ry  In te re s tin g  po ints and th ings that we would l ik e  to get some kind of comment from the 
corporation on, and address the corporation on some o f these questions f a i r l y  q u ic k ly , or at least 
bring them to th e ir  a tten tion  to t ry  to  ascertain ju s t  what is going on with the  so -ca lled  p o lic ie s  
that they have Indicated to  you v e rb a lly .  I d o n 't expect that you had that In w r it in g  that you are 
not g e tt in g  anyth ing, I th in k  I t  Is more of a verbal comment. In terms of what Laverne has sa id , 
we w i l l  t r y  to f in d  out where the problem Is with th is  la n d -b y - lo t te r y ,  who d is tr ib u te s  I t ,  what 
part o f the federa l government and t r y  to get e ve ryth in g  in tune so that one can get I t  a l l
together. I know that you have a c e rta in  time in a m u n ic ip a lity , but i t  needs imporvements - -  not
just down to  one year.

So I thank you fo r  the comments you have made. We are hear to l is te n  to  those, we do not have the 
answers fo r  those. H op efu lly  we w i l l  In the end. We w i l l  be going to other parts o f the 
T e r r ito r ie s ,  each place w i l l  be d iffe re n t  as to  what Is o f conern to them. We take your comments 
to heart and we w i l l  t r y  to get some answers from e ith e r the Government of the  NWT o r the federa l 
government or p r iv a te  businesses —  th e  la rge r companies to t r y  to do something with housing. So 
again, on behalf o f the committee I thank you very  much. I know we have taken up some of your time 
but we are concerned and that Is  the purpose of th is .  Mahsi cho.

— ADJOURNMENT
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*** JpE ARLOOKTIX): (Translation) Thank you, И". Chairman. 1 am Just coing to make my cornants
*ery b rie f. I  so from the Eastern Arctic and there Is a lo t of people there, Ï  w* not the cnly 
one. I  think ие should say something for the Master» Arctic people too, 1 am very happy that м  
•re able to met together but I would like to say that there 1s not enough people. I am sorry that 
there  is rat that many people itère at the meeting and I mould Just like to te ll you that for us 
mm the Eastern A rctic we are part of these 5oeelal Committee on Housing and me mould like  
everyone to be welcome and feel free to speak. We w ill want to hear the concerns that you have 
regarding housing and i f  you have any suggestions, feel free to speak, Thank you, me are a ll the 
same no matter what race me have. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallUSl): 
i t !

Mr. T'Selela, it  is your constituency, would you like  to add anything to

MR. T'SELEIE: Thank you, Hr. Chairman. No, I  don't have too much to say> A ll I  think that I  can 
say right nom Is that at the February session of the Assembly, during the budget debates «id So 
fo rth , one o f the main concerns that came up from Just about every one of the members of the 
Legislative Assmbly was around housing and that was the reason that the comalttee got farmed 
because there was a pretty big concern about housing both 1n the East and the Hest,

The Housing Corporation was formed In 1974 and since that time there has not been a review of its  
operations. A part of the thinking that went into forming this eoralttee was perhaps it  was time 
fo r sora kind of a review and changes to the way the corporation has been working. Some of the 
suggestions that we have heard from the Eastern Arctic Is that one of them, perhaps the corporation 
should be a department of the government instead of being separate from government right now where 
I t  ien t  rea lly under any department. Another suggestion me heard Is that perhaps there should be 
an eastern and a western section of the corporation Instead of having the corporation trying to 
respond to the whole NWT, which is a pretty big area.

I do not know If  th is Is the right time to start getting Into a ll of those kind of recooerondatlona 
but I just tnink that maybe I t  might help some of the people —  give them an Idea of the kind of 
thing* the coraltteo has been hearing. So that (t a ll that I have to say, Mr. Chairman. Thank 
you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, McCollum): Any othar Members. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr, Chairman. I would Ju it like to say thank you for Inviting ui to  
itoroan Molls. Ha are w» our second tour, last month we wore in tho High Arctic into Joe's area and 
the problems that wo haord there were sim ilar to ours In the Nest. The difference is that me have 
trees up here and for some c f us that we can afford me can build our own homes but 1n the last it  
is very herd for them to get to the supplies and everything is very Mgh and a ll the other problems 
were sim ilar to the Most.

1 don't blame the people for not coming out tonight, it  (s very beautiful out and I mould rathor 
walk down by the rive r tço. I  would Just like  to encourage anyone that 1s here tonight to put yéür 
views «id concerns so that 1t would help us when we make our recomaendatlona and me w ill be awing 
an interim report fo r the November s ittin g . Once again, I would Just like to say thank you. for 
Inviting us,

CHAIRMAN (№*. McCall urn): Thank you, C ilia . Again, we are hear to listen to the concerna that yon 
have. I f  you know of other people who are not here this evening who vary mall may havt some 
comments to make on housing me would appreciate i f  you would Indicate to them that me mould a tlll 
be open to receiving written coraunicatlons from people in *'-■ community.

So If  there 1s nothing further to add from (tomber* of the committee I mould ask you 1n the audience 
to c o m  to tho mike and express your concerns about housing. Again, I  mould И ф1у like  to ruriMI 
you I f  when you do If  you would mind Identifying yoursolf so that wo can associate tho remarks with 
Individual and there w ill be some break in between. So with that, I f  thtre are concerns, t mould 
ask you to make those known to us now. Don't be shy!

MAYOR KATHLEEN 8J0PW" My nans 1s kathy BJorASMt and I am Mayor o f Norman Malls. I would like  
to welcome you a ll to norman Wells and I  am a Mt disippolntod at the turnout hero tonight and ai 
C ilia  said can't re a lly blame because it  Is a beautiful evening.

Ld
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flood ev,nff>9’ ladies and gentlemen. I Mould f irs t like  to thank you for 
a}  MWJ  I s not Jpe b«st of possible evenings, the weather so good as 1t 1$ —  to 

h,0u,s1",9 problems 1n the hamlet of Norman Hells. However, we here are a special 
aÜTÜ.»ÎÎ ÍL °*» *]!? uCa 8, e tLve *sse" blY of the NHT, formed to look Into the problems concerning the 
operations of the Housing Corporation and housing In general in tha N H T .

The committee is made up of three Members from the Eastern NHT and three Members from the Hestern 
NHT, together with some alternate Members. A ll of us are elected os Members of the Assembly. He 
» 5  ^efll*l*ture within the year based on the submissions, briefs, concerns
and research that we hear as we travel throughout the Territo ries.

My name Is Arnold McCallura. I am the Member from Fort Smith, Slave River constituency. I serve as 
the co-chairman together with Ludy Pudluk who te from Resolute Bay, he 1s not here this evening.

1№!!!Л?Г? °Лth® committee are H r .  T'Selelo who is a representative of this constituency, 
5аМи,̂ Иг. Joe Arlooktoo on щу turned late right who Is from Lake Harbour as the member from the 
™ « Ш !!« су %  TBaff 1JL So£ h! *!*• .Е11и Lawrence who Is from Vtllowknlfe and represents the 

y o f„Tu. Hfldhej Pedersen who Is from Coppermine and represents Kllikmeot West
constituency. He have one of the alternative Members who Is a Member for Yellowknife North, Mr. 
MtchMl Ballantyne. There are other Members who are not here, I Indicated Mr. Pudluk, but as well 

j  ы *Îi°l *, a г̂0Я P°*B Basin; Mr. Sam Gargan who is a Member from Fort
Providence and Mr. Michael Angottttauruq from the Kltlkmeot East.

So we are hew to listen to comments concerning Housing ideas that people may have about any aspect 
or housing In the NHT. He are not here to give you any kind of answers to the question* or 
concerns that you have. He are here to listen to those concerns and that we w ill then M no those 
concerns together and make a report to the Legislature in November. It  is not a cosnlttee of the 

C o n a tio n , are Members of the Legislative Assembly. He w ill report back to the fu ll 
weI have been attempting to do and w ill continue to do 1s to v is it as many communities 

in the NHT as have requested us to appear before them asking the public, the elected people, 
ï ün?î Ui t to express their concerns to us and suggestions for making housing more 
Territories concerns or the needs of individual communities and or regions of the

th ,t ** ?°t {?ere to glva you the answers to it .  Ha would want to hear concerns
JÍ* Л Ч  *fternoon with Lynn and her local housing association and listened to 

concerns that they had but I am sure that there are other concerns that people may have about 
Ж пв.3?и г ?]1у- concerned as I  said about the delivery, the allocation and actually the

•b°ut the supply, ship and erect of housing 1n the Territories. There Is 
very lit t le  that we can A> about private housing but we are concerned about the public homing as 
well as staff housing of the GNWT. *

So without any further, I would ask If  there are any other Members of the coemHtee who would want 
to say something befora we get into hearing concerns as expressed by the public. I would ask that 
I f  yf«i are to make any kind of comment. If  you would Indicate your name because we are taping these 
proceedings. 1 expect Penny, that we would want people to use the microphone over to щу Immediate 
righ t. I f  you would Indicate your name, then we can Identify the comments and apply those consents 
te an Individual. He also have Instantaneous translation In Inuktltut and I would ask you to
recognize that, it  Is instantaneous, you don't have to rea lly slow down because the capability Is 
here to continue with a flow. I am not asking you to break up the flow of your comments but 
recognize that we must have that Instantaneous translation so a ll Members of our committee can hear 
and If  Mr. Erkloo w ill speak you are being given some do-fllckeys or whatchamacalllts so that you 
can hear It  he w ill speak In Inuktltut andyou w ill hear It obviously In English.
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As you know, Norman W ells has been the fo ca l po int o f a major resource development p ro jec t fo r  the 
past few years and we be lieve  tha t e xp lo ra tio n  and fu rth e r resource development In the Norman W ells
area w i l l  continue fo r  years to  come. A long w ith  th is  development has come the la rge  numbers of
people and hence some problems associated w ith  the popu lation  boom. One o f the major problems 
associated w ith  th is  In f lu x  o f people 1n Norman W ells Is a chron ic need fo r  housing and a system or 
program d e liv e ry  to  meet these needs. We are aware o f cases In th is  m u n ic ip a lity  where two and 
three fa m ilie s  have been known to  l i v e  1n a s in g le  housing u n it .  In our o p in io n , th is  1s
unacceptable. We have Id e n t if ie d  a d e f in ite  need fo r  a ffordab le  bachelor type  accommodations. In 
th is  view we would suggest that a survey o f loca l residents be undertaken Immediately to access the 
curren t housing requirements In Norman W e lls .

We would also suggest that a p u b lic  awareness program be In it ia te d  to Inform the people as to what 
assistance programs are a va ila b le  to  b u ild  th e ir  homes or make a p p lic a tio n  fo r  pu b lic  houslny. 
Another suggestion th a t we fe e l Important 1s that some s o rt o f assistance In arranging fo r  mortgage 
money should be put in place to  enable c it iz e n s  to  be Informed o f and have access to  these moneys. 
Our submission Is short but pointed and In summation we would submit tha t In a l l  lik e lih o o d
e xp lo ra tio n  and development In and around Norman W ells w i l l  continue In to  the foreseeable fu tu re . 
We can o n ly  see our housing needs being on Increase and the refo re  your assistance In recommending 
an Increase In a ffordab le  housing fo r our community would be most appreciated. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I t  has been the p ra c tic e  Kathy a f te r ,  1f I may, since we know each other
I can say Kathy, a fte r  an in d iv id u a l makes a presenta tion  to have some o f the Members o f the 
committee pose some questions, 1f th a t 's  a l l  r ig h t  with you.

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: Th a t's  f in e .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): So I would then ask I f  there are any Members of the committee who would
lik e  to  pose any questions to  the Mayor. M ichael.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a few questions. We had a very  good meeting
today w ith  the housing associa tion  and I would think tha t the Impact o f the b u ild in g  o f the
p ip e lin e  Is r e a l ly  one of the major con sid era tion s, the major con sidera tion  here r ig h t  at th is  
tim e. And I wonder, John T 'S e le le  brought I t  up today, Is that the housing shortage that you face 
r ig h t  now, I understand that by the end o f September most o f the s o rt  of labour In tensive  work t.he 
p ip e lin e  w i l l  be f in is h e d . Do you th ink  at that point the problem w i l l  be lessened?

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: I d o n 't fe e l the problem would be lessened because o f the fu tu re
exp lo ra tio n  and resource development there Is  going to be In  Norman W ells . And r ig h t  now I fe e l
that w ith the p ro je c t several o f our loca l residents are s t i l l  going to continue to l iv e  1n Norman 
W ells .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): M ichael.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Another problem that came up today 1s that 1f somebody, fo r  Instance, wanted to
b u ild  a home under one of the programs o ffe red  by CMHC or the Housing C o rpo ra tio n , that there 1s 
some d i f f i c u l t y  In tim ing th e ir  a c q u is it io n  of land w ith  the package coming up. And we w eren 't 
r e a l ly  c le a r 1n a c tu a lly  how land is a llocated  here, whether or not I t  Is the m u n ic ip a lity  that 
s e lls  lands to  In d iv id u a ls  or do they get 1t from the federa l government. Who a c tu a lly  Is the body 
responsib le  fo r  g iv in g  out land to  b u ild  houses?

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: The Hamlet o f Norman Wells Is responsib le fo r  a llo c a tin g  land to  an
In d iv id u a l but I t  Is a c tu a lly  the loca l government from Ye llow kn ife  that handles the leases and the 
tra n sfe rs  of lands.

MR. BALLANTYNE: So then 1f I cou ld , Mr. Chairman. Do I take I t ,  1s the land w ith in  the
municipal boundary, Commissioner's land that which Is n 't  s p e c if ic a l ly  municipal land. I t  Is not
federa l land we are ta lk in g  about.

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: No.



-  2 3 5  -

MR. BALLANTYNE: I t  was unclear today. So you are saying that I f  somebody gets a lo t  one year they 
have a year to  b u ild , now 1s that a Local Government p o lic y  or Is I t  a m unicipal government p o lic y?

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: R igh t now, I t  Is  a Local Government p o lic y  fo r  Norman W e lls . They have 
one year to  develop a fte r a c q u is it io n  of land —  to  s ta r t  development.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Could I  ju s t  c la r i f y ,  Madam Mayor, when you say develop, they must make
Improvements or does a p ro je c t have to  be such as a house have to  be completed w ith in  one year or 
is  1t ju s t  that they would have to  make some improvements?

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: Ju st make some Improvements.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I wonder Kathy I f  you would mind ju s t speaking In to  the mike - -  we are
having a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  g e tt in g  I t  coming back. Mr. B a llantyn e.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I f  I  could ju s t fo llo w  up th is  s p e c if ic  p o in t. Do you fe e l tha t you would ra ther 
tha t the hamlet had that power ra th er than Local Government had tha t power and I f  fo r  Instance i f  
somebody runs In to  a problem w ith  tim ing o f th e ir  package what have you, can they come to the 
hamlet or do they a c tu a lly  apply to  the Department o f Local Government fo r  an extension?

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: They apply to  the hamlet fo r  an extension and which we are v e ry  len ien t 
on extensions because of the development period in Norman Wells which Is  o n ly  p o ss ib ly  four or f iv e  
months in barge season. A lo t  of extensions have been given to  people in regards to development.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there other q u ê tio n s ?  Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: I would ju s t  l ik e  to  c la r i f y  " lo c a l government". When you say 1t is loca l
government p o lic y  and you say the hamlet grants the extension. Is i t  the Department o f Local
Government or the loca l government, in other words the hamlet?

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: I b e lie ve  i t  is  the re gu la tio n s  of the Local Government in Ye llo w k n ife .

MR. PEDERSEN: Department o f Local Government.

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: R igh t.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any other questions? Mr. B allantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I f  I  get in to  another su b ject. In Ye llow kn ife  we are fa c in g  some of the same
problems w ith  the housing shortage and there are other options a va ila b le . Rather than fo r  Instance 
the Housing Corporation b u ild in g  apartments fo r  s in g le  people. Is there any reason why some
p riv a te  entrepreneur w ouldn 't b u ild  an apartment block in Norman W ells and 1f there are any so rt of 
problems w ith  i t  do you have any Ideas how to encourage a p riva te  person to b u ild  apartments here 
1n Norman Wells?

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: We have t r ie d  to encourage developers to b u ild  apartment blocks in Norman 
W ells but a lo t  of them ju s t  feel i t  is not fe a s ib le .

MR. BALLANTYNE: I wonder have they to ld  you s p e c if ic a l ly  i f  i t 's  because of high mortgage rates or
because of u n ce rta in ty  of the long-term  p o te n tia l fo r  the population or have they to ld  you the 
reasons why i t  is not feas ib le?

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: There have been no s p e c if ic  reasons.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mrs. Lawrence.

A SPEAKER (M ale): Can anybody from the f lo o r  answer that?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): W e ll, I th in k  Bernie that i f  you would l ik e  to ju s t make note o f i t ,  o f 
the comment, and then we would in v ite  you to come and make a presenta tion , you can come back to  
i t .  Mrs. Lawrence.
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MRS. LAWRENCE: Today at our meeting there was a concern made because o f lim ite d  time tha t was put
on the lo t  that was Id e n t if ie d  to  b u ild  on. I know even w ith  the roads and that In to  some 
communities they have problems In d e liv e r in g  the supplies on time to  b u ild  and there 1s a lim ite d  
time fo r  barge season, do you over consider making some kind o f arrangement w ith  Local Government 
regard ing  th e ir  p o lic y  In the time lim ite d , because sometimes they have a year to develop but the 
supplies are not shipped 1n on time fo r  them to bu ild?

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: I be lieve  r ig h t  now the development o f f ic e r  Is  In the process of t r y in g
to  change the development time period .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I f  I may, Madam Mayor, you mentioned In your opening statement about the
a v a i la b i l i t y  o f mortgage moneys, I  th ink  you re fe rred  to  mortgages. Do you have any Ideas as to  
how mortgage moneys may be more accessib le  to  people? Do you have any Ideas on that at a ll?

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: You know how people could f in d  out how thé money Is a v a ila b le . Is  th is
what you are saying?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Yes.

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: I th ink o n ly  through p o ss ib ly  more meetings and p o ss ib ly  government
o f f ic ia ls  being aware o f what mortgage moneys are a va ila b le  In the hamlet i t s e l f  so that the people 
In  Norman Wells can come to  some o f f ic e  o f some so rt and see what 1s a v a ila b le ..

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I f  I may ju s t  continue that - -  do people who want to  b u ild , or do you
know, I t  may be an u n fa ir  question to ask you, but do you know fo r  example whether people in the 
hamlet, do they have d i f f i c u l t y  acqu iring  mortgage money through a loca l lending In s t i tu t io n ,  
Im perial Bank of Commerce here, CMHC? Are there mortgage moneys ava ilab le  or do people have 
d i f f i c u l t y  ge ttin g  those?

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: I am s o rry ,  I c a n 't answer th a t, I have no idea.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, McCallum): Would you have any thoughts about the GNWT, e ith e r I t s e l f  or through
another one of I ts  agencies such as the Housing Corporation making add itiona l mortgage moneys 
a va ila b le  given that the mortgage In te re s t rates are o bv io u s ly  going up higher now and I think I 
was reading yesterday or Saturday that the TD Bank have qu it g iv in g  out as of now, g iv in g  f iv e  or 
10 year mortgages. I wonder do you have any comments or any Ideas about how add itiona l mortgage 
moneys could be made a va ila b le  or do you hear anybody ta lk in g  about that 1n your community?

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: I have no Idea and I haven 't r e a l ly  heard about people ta lk in g  but I  do 
fe e l the government should make more funds a va ila b le  fo r  people to b u ild  housing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there a d d itio na l questions?

MR. MIKE MRDJENOVICH: My name is Mike M rdjenovich. I am a loca l businessman. Basic f e a s ib i l i t y
a c tu a lly  - -  1t Is not there because you cannot charge enough money to  recover your Investment, 
th a t 's  number one.

Number two, there 1s no money a v a ila b le . I f  you go any place fu rth e r than Ye llo w kn ife , there 1s 
no money ava ilab le  from outside to  the p riva te  developer to develop 1t because b a s ic a lly ,  number 
one, they think th is  boom in Norman W ells that everybody is  ta lk in g  about is going to be over ve ry  
s h o r t ly  and whether CMHC approves the mortgage or not, you are not going to  get funds. I  went 
through v e ry  few hard times of development in  Norman Wells because I co u ld n 't f in d  the money. And 
number one, you have to  charge a h e ll o f a lo t  money 1n order to  provide a un it 1n Norman W ells i t  
would cost you approxim ately $100,000 per u n it .  You have to charge ju s t  to  recover the payment 
about $1500 per u n it which is  fo r  people paying $1500, even i f  they make $3000 take home, that is  
50 per cent of th e ir  net income which 1s not fe a s ib le .

For some people 1n th is  town, pub lic  housing has to  be a va ila b le  and some government assistance to  
that e f fe c t .  I own some apartments In town and I own some housing 1n town and we are having a 
rough time t r y in g  to  rent these places, the o n ly  people who can a ffo rd  these places Is  
co rp o ra tio n s , l ik e  Esso and re la te d  companies working d ir e c t ly  under Esso, but 1f a p r iv a te  person 
wants to rent the house or apartment i t  1s im possible because he doesn't make enough money. I 
honestly th ink there is  a need fo r  pu b lic  assistance, pu b lic  housing.
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I have a 12 su ite  apartment b u i l t  two years ago when the ra tes were more reasonable and we have to 
charge ЯЗОО a month Just to  cover our Investment, to  make the payments, th a t 's  a l l  and $2500 per
house, we have to charge and there Is  nobody In town making that kind o f money to  pay $2500 per
house. And I f  you go down south and t r y  to ask fo r  money, b a s ic a lly  a l l  throughout the T e r r ito r ie s  
they know a l i t t l e  b it  about Ye llo w kn ife , but they do n 't even want tn  h<?*r «bout “УТ fcccsuss

they do n 't know much about n w i. They hear on TV once 1n awhile but I th ink  the
t e r r i t o r ia l  government should spend some money fo r  brochures or whatever or TV commercials and put 
us on the map a c tu a lly  because lo ts  o f people do not know what is happening here, what a c t iv it ie s  
or anyth ing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. B a llan tyn e , d id  you want to continue on that?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Yes, Mike, that po int has been made before and I ta lked  to  developers 1n
Yellow kn ife  and I guess what 1s happening, e s p e c ia lly  1n the West because there has been such a 
downturn In the economy In the West fo r  a number of years now, that lending In s t itu t io n s  arc very 
le e ry  of lending money In the West, they don 't perceive  the North as r e a l ly  on an upswing. There 
has been no re co gn itio n  of that and we brought that up a number o f times 1n the House and our 
government 1s s ta r t in g  to ta lk  to some lending In s t itu t io n s ,  say look, the North Is r e a l ly  
happening and we should s ta r t  recogn izing  f t  as an econom ically up so of area as opposed to  a 
depressed area.

But, I  wonder, Mr. Chairman I f  I could go from tha t p o in t , I th ink the p o in t 's  been w e ll taken and 
I th in k  we've noted th a t and w e 'l l  be taking that back fo r  sure. But ju s t g e n e ra lly , i f  you wanted 
to  encourage people to  bu ild  th e ir  own homes, what so rt of Incentives do you see the government 
should be o ffe r in g  people in order to encourage them to b u ild  th e ir  own homes?

MR. MIKE MROJENOVICH: Up here In Norman W ells, to  b u ild  th e ir  own homes I th ink the government has
to  provide some assistance, some of the programs you are p ro v id in g  around Fo rt Smith area, SSHAG 
program or those programs because get the In te re s t ra te  and 15 per cent — i f  you want to b u ild  a 
house you got to  spend $100,000 to bu ild  a house and 15 per cent over 10 years w i l l  cost you $1500 
1n payments and th a t 's  approximate f ig u re s , a few d o lla rs  plus or minus. I  r e a l ly  th in k  you have 
to come up w ith  a b e tte r In te re st ra te . Subsidy in in te re s t ra tes is number one and second p u b lic  
housing, I d o n 't th in k  anybody working fo r a l i v in g ,  unless working fo r the government get free
housing or making $5000, $6000 a month cannot a ffo rd  th e ir  own house. Maybe he can b u i l t  a
matchbox but spend $40,000 but you c a n 't b u ild  a house fo r  $40,000 we a ll know. And fo r  
approxim ately a liv e a b le  house, $100,000 - -  I fe e l i t  c a n 't De done th is  ta r  up north and th a t 's  
not going o n ly  fo r  Norman W ells . Norman Wells f a l ls  under the same s itu a tio n  as Fo rt Good Hope, 
Fo rt Norman, F o rt F ra n k lin  —  we need pu b lic  housino.

A l l  those b ig  people, b ig  money, you guys are ta lk in g  about th e re 's  on ly a f u l l  hand o f the people 
making big money, the rest o f the big moneys are made and the peoples stay in camps. There is  
s t i l l  people working here fo r  $8, $10 per hour. And there is  a b ig money making guys come from —  
union guys working fo r  Esso or th is  p ip e lin e  p ro je c t but there are loca l people without jobs, there 
is  also native people here that were born here, they l iv e  here, they need housing and also business 
people. The businesses are not going too good, they cannot a ffo rd  housing and th a t 's - lo t s  of money 
fo r  payments and th is  community shouldn 't be looked at in any other way as any community down in
the D elta  or Coppermine or Cambridge Bay or any place e lse . This is  the same s itu a tio n  that is
every place e ls e . Perhaps worse because b ig  corpora tion  comes here and can a ffo rd  -  fo r  example,
I am re n tin g  some houses $3300 a month to  Esso. The p ric e  you know is  boosted up, these b ig  
corporations a c tu a lly  d id n 't  help the s itu a t io n . The market was there and I was kind o f supplying 
the market and now the price  is  up and now whoever bu ilds a house —  he wants to lease the house 
at the going ra te  and I r e a l ly  th ink that th is  community is probably worse than coim iunltles 
around. We need ju s t as much help as F ra n k lin , Fo rt Norman and F o rt Good Hope. Probably even 
more.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Could you g ive me an idea what i t  would cost, what your best estimate o f
p u ttin g  in a u n it that is  approxim ately 24 or 26 by 40 or 42. What would i t  cost?

MR. MIKE MRDJENOVICH: T e r r i t o r ia l  government b u i l t  s ix  of them in the la s t couple of years and a
p rice  was estab lished , you know tender p r ic e . I t  is about $120,000, $130,000. A $120,000,
<  ̂ nnnUSe'  ^  you want put »0 ,0 0 0  down, which is a hea lthy down payment and the mortgage 
is  $100,000, over 10 o r 15 years or whatever, y o u 're  looking at about a $1500 payment, which 
o rd in a ry  people c a n 't a ffo rd .
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any questions? Mr. Pedersen.

№ . PEDERSEN: What Mould your operating  costs In Norman W ells be on the average three bedroom
Клнг Л ц Н  1 H  (лг 4mm ml v«4 << mf m 1
" ' ' - ‘■I i w . v ; ,  W * . c *

MR. MIKE MROJENOVICH: A l l  depends on c o n s t r u c t i o n  b u t I  Mould sa y  M lth  e l e c t r i c i t y  q u ite  high here 
and gas 1s a l i t t l e  ch e ap e r b u t I Mould s a y  aro un d $600, $700 a m o n th .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): To ta l u t i l i t i e s .

MR. MIKE MROJENOVICH: A month, a l l  depends about $500 to  $600 a month. Averaged out over the
ye ar.

MR. PEDERSEN: W h a t  I s  t h e  p e r  k l l O M a t t  c h a r g e  f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y ?

MR. MIKE MROJENOVICH: I c a n 't  t e l l  you e x a c tly  how much per k ilo w a tt but I can t e l l  you щу power
b i l l  on the average house Is some place around $300, $350.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anyth ing fu rth e r?  Mr. M rdjenovlch.

MR. MIKE MROJENOVICH: I f  I can mention something e lse . We ta lked  about CMHC. CMHC Is look ing
re lu c ta n t ly  to Insure any more mortgages, even I f  you can find  funds fo r  a house, they were look ing
at what you c a ll one In d u s try  town and they th ink  1f th is  boom or whatever Is over there 1s going 
to  be surplus housing. And l ik e  the Mayor answered here, I r e a l ly  don 't th ink so, th is  town Is  
going to  go on, there Is other a c t iv it ie s  around, e xp lo ra tio n , eve ryth ing  e lse but CMHC Is looking 
at th is  town as a one in d u stry  town and they are v e ry  re lu c ta n t, 1t Is  r e a l ly  hard to  get a 
mortgage. You were asking how easy I t  Is to  go to  the loca l bank or how much - -  I f  a guy even 
makes $36,000, 40,000, 50,000 and wants to  go to  the bank and borrow $80,000 or $100,000 to  b u ild  a 
house I t  would be ju s t  about Impossible w ithout CMHC Insurance and I th ink they are r e a l ly  
re lu c ta n t to  Insure any more housing because they c a ll th is  a one indu stry  town which Is  a l l  the 
more reasons to provide some pu b lic  housing here.

I t ' s  been q u ite  a few years since Norman W ells d id n 't  have any pu b lic  housing. 1 b e lie ve  I t ' s  been
f iv e  or s ix  years since the la s t house was b u i l t  up here. And a l l  around the other areas they have
been g e ttin g  some housing but not Norman W eils . I r e a l ly  don 't th ink that Norman W ells should be 
treated  any other way than the other communities, т th ink we are In a worse p o s it io n  than F o rt
F ra n k lin , fo r  example.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I  have ju s t  one question , Mikt Do you have any views on the kinds o f
pu b lic  housing, fo r  example, size?

MR. MIKE MROJENOVICH: I th ink pu b lic  housing should be no more than 900 square fe e t ,  1000 square
fe e t .  I d o n 't th ink people need mansions. I f  you need a p u b lic  house then you are a c tu a lly  
supp lying the needs, you do n 't have to b u ild  a 1500 square foot house fo r  pu b lic  housing. I  r e a l ly  
th in k  that is r id ic u lo u s  to b u ild  b ig pu b lic  housing. I th ink you can b u ild  I t  fo r a reasonable 
p r ic e , sm aller houses, but b u ild  q u a lity  housing but not ju s t b ig  mansions. The government has 
been b u ild in g  p re v io u s ly  a ll these 1400, 1500 square fo o t houses and a 1000 square foot w i l l  serve 
the purpose.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much, Mike. Appreciate  the comments. Are there others
who would l ik e  to  make any comments on aspects of housing?
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A ga in , I  s in c e re ly  mean 1t, d o n 't be shy to  speak your mind about housing. We are here to  l is te n  
to  those views, we d o n 't have the answers but we c e r ta in ly  would appreciate hearing any concerns 
tha t you have. Mike.

MR. MIKE MRDJENOVICH: I  missed one Item. We got a number o f lo ts  which are p re se n tly  being sold
ш ылме uf litem were bulti end developed. A whole area, and that area doesn't have a u t l l ld o r  and 1 
can see a lo t  more people t r y  to  b u ild  houses that you d o n 't have to  spend $7000 o r $8000 e xtra  to  
put sewage tank and water ho ld in g  tanks and e ve ryth ing  r ig h t  downtown, then you are paying the high 
p ric e  o f d e liv e ry  pump outs and e ve ryth ing  e lse and t e r r i t o r ia l  government promised the people they 
are going to  have, l ik e  1n one ye a r, when they sta rted  th is  development area because they were 
supp lying  the land, lo ts  of land was short and now they t e l l  us 1t Is going to be two years or
three years before they put th is  u t l l ld o r .  But I  think there Is lo ts  of people that would be
encouraged I f  you put that u t l l ld o r  In . And 1 d o n 't think I t  would cost a lo t  o f money because 
they have the e x is t in g  u t l l ld o r ,  they Just have to  t ie  I t  1n one more phase and I be lieve  they got 
the m ateria ls  a lready there 1n the yard but they say they c a n 't get enough money. I th in k  we have 
to  get our MLA to ask the Commissioner or the M in is te r o f DPW to  see i f  he can be of any help to  
push the government to  spend some money and provide that because I r e a l l y  th ink  that would help and
encourage the people to b u ild  another lb  or 20 houses because we got 15 or 20 lo ts  a va ila b le
the re . But you know, you have to spend $8000 or $10,000 more to provide I t  and on top of 1t bigger 
costs fo r  pumping sewer, d e liv e ry  and eve ryth ing  e ls e . I r e a l ly  th ink that would help.
Th a t's  a ll 1 want to  say, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): We norm ally get th is  kind o f a low, but there must be other concerns.

MR. BOB WAGESTER: I work fo r  the housing associa tion  as the maintenance man. This year we asked
or we have asked in the past to be put on a gas system as a ll  our houses are on o i l  r ig h t  now 
except fo u r. This would be a great saving to us 1n our p u b lic  housing. We have been refused by 
the t e r r i t o r ia l  government or gas board or whoever to  get gas. No gas permits are allowed.

I am w ith  Mike 1n the fa c t that I do n 't see us ad justin g  the In te re s t ra te  very  w e ll.  I am 
In c lin ed  to b e lie ve  that we have to  reduce the cost of our houses. One of the ways that we can 
reduce the cost is  the cost o f land, u t l l ld o r  systems and f i l l .  The DOT Lake estates is very 
c o s t ly ,  to  d r ive  p i le s ,  to  put f i l l  in , to  put in tanks and pump out systems. To expect to  pay 
those costs - -  there is  no reason fo r  a lo t  of i t .  In the South, and In B r it is h  Colombia, the 
government has provided land fo r  the people to b u ild  houses on, provide the services to do i t  with 
and allowed the people to  p r iv a te ly  go out and get th e ir  own money, b u ild  th e ir  houses. I  am 1n 
favour o f people owning th e ir  own houses because I see every day what people do to th e ir  houses 1f 
they do n 't care. And I am In c lin ed  to  agree w ith  the government In the fa c t that they are t r y in g  
to  get more p r iv a te  housing. I th ink  i t  Is a good idea but you got to reduce the p rice  o f the
houses to  the people. You ju s t  c a n 't  expect them to  pay $1500 a month p lus th e ir  u t i l i t i e s  and
pumping 1n and pumping out.

I re a liz e  the u t l l ld o r  systems and p u ttin g  f i l l  in , is very expensive but i t  is something that the 
government can do as a complete package. I t  1s very d i f f i c u l t  to do package housing on a
co -op era tive  se t-u p , but i t  is  easy to  do, to put so much f i l l  to cover an area and put so many
u t l i id o rs  1n as one package dea l. And w ith  that I fe e l that we could reduce the p ric e  o f our land
by a su bstantia l amount. Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Wagester, i f  you wouldn 't mind, there may be some questions. Mr.
Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You sort o f seem to advocate the whole home-ownership
program and we have heard a lo t  about that in our tra ve ls  and Mike mentioned pu b lic  housing and 
probably everyth ing ends up at a ffordab le  housing. Why do n 't we look at home-ownership w ith  
c ap ita l g rants, subsidized u t i l i t i e s  or we look at public  housing renta l program. What is  the 
d o lla r  fig u re  per month that we are aiming at? What do we have to  b ring  i t  to to  make 1t
a ffordab le  fo r  the average resident In Norman Wells?

MR. BOB WAGESTER: In Norman W ells , th is  Is  very d i f f i c u l t  because f i r s t  of a ll you have a f ig u re
of 25 per cent that seems to  be p re tty  standard across Canada and the NWT and a ll o ver. Th a t's  a ll
very f in e  here, but we pay three d o lla rs  fo r  a l i t r e  of m ilk , so instead of the 25 per cent f ig u re
fo r  the housing part of 11, is  so rt o f u n fa ir  because our other costs are that much h igher. Our 
u t i l i t y  costs plus our food costs and th is  knocks the h e ll out of the 25 per cent f ig u re . I t  
probably takes one persons wage plus h a lf o f another persons.
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There 1s also two wage scales 1n Norman W e lls , there are d if fe re n t  types o f workers here. The re 's  
people who work 40 hours a week and they get a normal wage and they have to contend w ith  p u ttin g  up 
w ith  people who are making $18 to  $20 an hour, they do n 't spend very  much money here although they 
do spend some and la rge  corpora tions are paying the Ы11, and they are paying d e arly  fo r  I t .  So, 
I t  has given some people Ы q bucks that are here, but th e y 're  not r e a l ly  the nennle that are l iv in g  
In your pu b lic  housing.

I so rt o f fo rgo t where we ju s t  got o f f  the re , but there Is a d e f in ite  d iffe re n c e , I b e lie ve , here, 
than there 1s 1n some places and one of the comments was th a t , I th ink  we should have some sm aller 
apartment b u ild in g s . I th ink there 1s some demand fo r  I t  and I th ink I f  they are b u i l t  p ro p e rly  
they can be b u i l t  w ith in  a poss ib le  - -  what you 've  got here I b e lie ve  1s 15 apartment b u ild in g s , 
you 've  got 15 s in g le  fa m ily  d w e llin g s , you say, but 1 th ink  that they are more In c lin ed  to  be 
apartment b u ild in g s  because o f the lack o f housing.

Did I answer your question , Mr. Pedersen?

MR. PEDERSEN: No, you c e r ta in ly  d id not. I understand 1t Is d i f f i c u l t  to answer the question but 
I would have lik e d  to a r r iv e  at a f ig u re . The th ings you mentioned are not new to  most of us, you 
are lucky you o n ly  pay three d o lla rs  a l i t r e  fo r  m ilk , we pay a h e ll o f a lo t  more, a lo t  fu rth e r  
away. And the o i l  that we burn in our houses comes from here, we f i r s t  have to transport f t  from 
here. We've heard a lo t  of comments, some fo r  home-ownership, and people say you must su bsid ize  
u t i l i t i e s .

MR. BOB WAGESTER: You are asking me fo r  a f ig u re  of what a f a i r  rent 1s?

MR. PEDERSEN: What do we have to  work toward 1n order to. meet the housing demand in Norman W ells? 
What monthly f ig u re s  should we be aiming at whether I t  be re n ta l or whether 1t be home-ownership, 
obv iou sly $1500 that you mentioned. Is too high.

W . BOB WAGESTER: A r e a l is t ic  25 per cent. When 1 say a r e a l is t ic  25 per cent, I th ink you 've  got 
to  take In to  account o ther costs . I t  Is hard to  work on a percentage basis when other costs are so 
much h igh e r. L ike  Is 25 per cent, to  a man making $20,000, as i t  Is to  man making $100,000? Is  i t  
the same? I t  Is not. You can see one man has $75,000 and what does the other man have, he has 
$15,000. Where you are paying "X " number of d o lla rs  fo r  other th in gs . I t  1s not the same. I 
do n 't know what the answer is ,  but th a t 's  not the same.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there fu rth e r questions? Mr. B allantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I understand that the economic rent Is going from $1100 a month to $1600 a month 
and the cost o f u t i l i t i e s  are going up. I wonder, 1s one of the problems p o ss ib ly  that the p u b lic  
housing 1s not th a t w e ll b u i l t ,  i t ' s  not well insu la ted , does that cause some problems p u ttin g  the 
actual cost of operating a house up so high?

MR. BOB WAGESTER: As I commented e a r l ie r ,  we have t r ie d  to  lower our costs . One of them was to  
use our own gas which we are burning up 1n f la re  p its  here and we've been turned down. I haven 't 
got the f ig u re s , th e re 's  other people who have the f ig u re s  fo r  the exact saving on I t ,  but i t ' s  
been put o f f  fo r  another year. We've t r ie d  to reduce these costs that you are ta lk in g  about.

Another one is that we have three houses on pump-out system, we asked fo r  a u t f l ld o r  system to save 
money and th a t 's  been turned down. And most o f 1t , 1t seems to me lik e  I t ' s  been turned down by 
the t e r r i t o r ia l  government someway, not by the asso cia tion s, not by th is  association anyways. 
We've always t r ie d  to reduce our costs .

MR. BALLANTYNE: I th ink you made that po in t - -  th a t 's  a v a lid  p o in t, the fa c t that you tr ie d  to  
get natural gas but I wonder, the actual physica l con struction  of the houses themselves, does that 
cause a problem? Is  there adequate in su la tio n ?

MR. BOB WAGESTER: The log houses, I fe e l,  are a very well s tru cte red  u n it fo r  what they are being 
used fo r .  The log  i t s e l f  is r e la t iv e ly  maintenance fre e . In su la tio n  value 1s suppose to be as 
great as a s t ic k  b u ilt  house. I'm  not e n t ire ly  an a rc h ite c t to  g ive  you the exact fig u re s  but 
there are some around.
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MR. BALLANTYNE: So you d o n 't see that as a problem? You d o n 't see a c tu a lly  1n p ro v in g , 1f the
seals on the window are good, I do n 't know I f  the houses move at a l l  so tha t th e re 's  spaces around 
the doors, I  do n 't know any o f those th in g s . Do any of those th ings cause you problems?

MR. BOB WAGESTER: Oh yeah, those problems are going on but I b e lie ve  that to be the cause w ith
évci"> iiúuse, Uiey requ ire  a re gu la r maintenance and the houses do move here and there Is n 't  a 
house, I  b e lie ve , 1n th is  area that doesn 't move because of the way I t ' s  b u ilt  on p i l in g s  and I t  
moves up and down. Some houses, you say the doors are out o f whack, but a week la te r  they are 
back. I  th ink  they fo llo w  a p a tte rn . I th ink  s t ru c tu ra lly ,  the houses are f a i r l y  decent although 
we have about three that probably a re n 't .  The log  houses are f a i r l y  w e ll m aintained.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there fu rth e r questions? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you. I would ju s t l ik e  to make a comment about the 25 per cent rent scale
that they set up a couple years ago. Some smart guy from the South set th is  up w ithout n o t ify in g  
anyone and I t  has been causing a lo t  of concern and problems fo r  many people e s p e c ia lly  fo r  s in g le  
parents w ith two or three c h ild re n . I t  has caused a lo t  of problems 1n many areas because some 
people f e l t  that they are ju s t  working fo r  rent and th a t 's  about 1t. There Is no money le f t  over 
fo r  anything e lse  because of that 25 per cent.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there fu rth e r comments or questions? Mr. B a llan tyn e.

MR. BALLANTYNE: These 15 u n its  that you have now, when were they a c tu a lly  b u ilt?

MR. BOB WAGESTER: 1975.

MR. BALLANTYNE: So th e re 's  been nothing r e a l ly  been b u ilt  here since '75, Is that correct?

MR. BOB WAGESTER: 1 do n 't b e lie ve  so.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very  much. Do others have cormients that they would lik e  to
make?

MR. TED OZOLINS: My name is Ted O zo lln s and I work fo r  Esso Resources Canada here in Norman
W ells. I would lik e  to go over a couple of po ints that were brought up, maybe c la r i f y  them. The 
construction  of the log houses p re se n tly  In the housing a sso cia tion , In su la tio n  wise are below 
sub-standard. The In su la tio n  In the c e ilin g s  Is s ix  Inches and not p ro p e rly  In s ta lle d  at th a t, not 
even g iv in g  you an R-20 fa c to r .  The in s u la tio n  In the w a lls  p r io r  to them being s trip p e d , the 
s tr ip p in g  was done w ithout cau lk ing  therefore  not g iv in g  much c r e d ib i l i t y  to the s tr ip p in g  of those 
log houses, and therefo re  g iv in g  you an R fa c to r of p o ss ib ly  an R-3, I f  w e 're  lucky.

During wind storms, winds coming up from the south, south east, you can v is ib ly  feel the wind 
coming through the place b rin g in g  the cost o f operation during the w in ter months considerably 
higher.

Looking at a r e a l is t ic  f ig u re  of re n t, I f  perhaps we were being assessed at 25 per cent net rather 
than gross then the higher cost of tra n sp orta tion  of m aterial goods such as groceries or c lo th in g  
would be o ffs e t and the rent scales more acceptable to the average person l iv in g  in  Norman W ells. 
The average s a la ry  in Norman W ells , aside from those working in high tech areas or high o ffs e t by 
companion union workers, 1s rough ly around the $10 an hour mark and then sca lin g  down considerably 
from there . You would look at a person taking home roughly $1200 a month, your rent is up around 
the higher $400 a month sca le . By the time you 've  gone and bought the n ecessities  to e x is t  up
here, i t  doesn't g ive  you much le f t  fo r the fo llo w in g  month and you s ta rt  f in d in g  your fa m ilie s  
going month to month on whatever they are taking home.

Looking back at some o f the programs set out by the t e r r i t o r ia l  government whereas they were 
su b s id iz in g  the cost o f heating fu e ls  in pa«"ts of the T e r r i to r ie s ,  i f  they were to do the same 
th ing  w ith  tra n sp o rta tio n  of goods in to  the T e r r ito r ie s  thus enabling the local person or anyone, 
whether 1t be Norman W ells , Fo rt Frank lin  or F o rt Norman, to be able to  a ffo rd  m ateria ls to  bu ild  a 
houst -hen home b u ild in g  in the p r iv a te  sector could become a r e a l is t ic  venture. But u n t i l  there 
is  some form of In c en tive , I c a n 't  see how that can ever be brought about on any noteable sca le.
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A point was also brought out that the lend ing In s t itu t io n s  In the South do not recognize Norman 
H e lls  as anymore than a one In d u s try  town. That problem l ie s  a lso In Ye llow kn ife  I t s e l f ,  so I 
c a n 't  see how that would a lle v ia te  the problem as fa r  as the lending In s t itu te s  are concerned. I f  
one Is so taken by the dem ob iliza tion  o f Esso 1n 1985, that everyone has been blinded to  the o ther, 
e xp lo ra tio n . d r l lU n a .  and other p ro jec ts  tha t are planned and are happening here at. th H  tim e. So 
u n t il the t e r r i t o r ia l  government can en ligh ten  the re s t of the country as to  what 1s happening up 
here, we're  back to where we are, asking fo r  more pu b lic  housing. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Say the average wage works out to about $20,000 to  $22,000 a year?

MR. TEO OZOLINS: On the h igher sca le  o f the average. There are a lo t  of people making a lo t  less.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Which would I guess make I t  about $1100 or $1200 a month, take home.

MR. TED OZOLINS: I would fe e l very safe w ith  those f ig u re s .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Under the renta l scale that you have here, would pay someone something 1n 
the v ic in i t y  of about $300, g ive  or take a few d o lla rs  a month re n t. Is  1t your fe e lin g ,  g iven the 
area that yo u 're  1n, that tha t is an exo rb ita n t amount?

MR. TED OZOLINS: R ig h t. By a ll means, I walked in to  Safeways 1n Edmonton and thought there was a
sale going on there and those were re gu la r p r ic e s .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): W e ll, regard less o f where we l iv e  in the North, as Mr. Pedersen says, 
c e r ta in ly  there are places that are higher 1n the T e r r i to r ie s ,  p o ss ib ly  the wages are lower. I'm 
not defending I t ,  I'm  sim ply asking your fe e lin g ,  you feel tha t 25 per cent, given the zone th a t I t  
Is  in , The Wells Is In zone 3 under a ren ta l sca le, so 1 t's  about 275 depending on the number of 
dependants that Is reduced from the 25 per cent f ig u re ,  so I t ' s  anywhere from $275 to  $300, I f  
yo u 're  making $20,000 plus?

MR. TED OZOLINS: R igh t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You suggested that there should be a subsidy given by the government in
terms of the tra n sp o rta tio n  o f goods. Are there any questions? Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Yes, Mr. Chairman, fo r  my in fo rm ation . How much is a ga llon  of fue l o i l  In Norman
Wells?

A SPEAKER (M ale): 44.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You're  saying that I t  Is about 59.5 cents a l i t r e ,  fuel o i l ,  at the
pumps. Any fu rth e r questions? Mr. B a llan tyn e.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I th ink the point was made up, the Mayor, Michael and y o u rs e lf ,  Is that lending
In s t itu t io n s  sort o f look at Norman W ells as a one Industry town and they see th a t the heavy 
con struction  phase of the p ip e lin e  in over and they look at i t  tha t there w i l l  probably be some 
form o f recession here, and a ll of you have said that th is  Is not tru e . You've asked your MLA to 
help you out on th a t, but I wonder, would i t  be poss ib le  to  get the facts to prove that because 
lending In s t itu t io n s  are n o to rio u s ly  con servative . And i t  could be v e ry  h e lp fu l to you r MLA I f  the 
hamlet council or whatever group of people here could so rt of l i s t  these th ings that are going on 
and be able to prove that in fact there won't be a S ig n if ic a n t down-turn in the economy because of 
a l l  these other th ings that w i l l  happen.

Maybe i t 's  not fa i r  to  ask you, maybe I should have asked the Mayor but I ju s t  thought o f th a t. Is 
i t  possib le  I wonder to get those figu res?

MS KATHLEEN BJORNSON: (In a u d ib le )

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I guess we have a problem Kathy. You say that there seems to be other
companies who are w i l l in g  to  stay regard less whether th ings are on the downswing in other areas. 
Thank you very much.
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MR. BERNIE FEODOROFF: My name Is Bernle F c od o ro ff. I am p re se n tly  working fo r  Ranger Homes on a 
short term con tract In th is  town. I 'v e  been In  P ine Po in t since 1975, moved to  Y e llow kn ife  la s t 
year In  August and I have seen the la s t few months in Norman W ells here and I sec no d iffe re n c e  
between Norman W ells and Pine P o in t. Now, as to  Mike B a lla n tyn e 's  question th e re , on moneys. I t  
seems that In s t itu t io n s  w i l l  not borrow money to  towns l ik e  th is  unless the s in g le  employer rnmwltt 
tha*«e!«e* to  :  guaranteed sa la ry  fur Lire peoples in  the towns up to  15 to  20 ye a rs .

From the years I was 1n Pine P o in t, from 1975 to  approxim ately 1980, P ine Point Mines would not 
fo recast more than f iv e  years . F in a l ly ,  1r 1980, they went to  10 ye a rs , 1982 they went to  15 
ye a rs , th e re 's  a l l  kinds of money going. Boom, they shut down. Th is g ives you a ty p ic a l example 
o f why companies such as is around Norman W ells , w i l l  not cormilt themselves. Does that answer your 
question , Mr. Ballantyne?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Bern le . Any questions of Mr. ' jd o ro ff?  Mr. B a llan tyn e .

MR. BALLANTYNE: I think there Is a s l ig h t  d iffe re n c e  between actual producing o il  f i l l e d  In a 
mine, but your po int Is well taken. I th in k  what you are saying is  that there Is  a c e rta in  amount 
o f u n ce rta in ty  e s p e c ia lly  In the resource sector about th e ir  long-term  p o ten tia l here in the North 
and, I  know the Mayor mentioned the P ola r Gas P ip e lin e  which has been on the books fo r ten years I 
guess. And there Is no c e r ta in ty  that that w i l l  ever be b u i l t  and we r e a l ly  d o n 't know now. But 
do you have any Ideas i f  you t r u ly  be lieve  that th is  community has a very b righ t fu tu re , how would 
you go about convincing lending In s t itu t io n s  that in  fa c t they should Invest in Norman Wells?

MR. BERNIE FEODOROFF: Th a t's  a loaded question. How would I convince the lending in s t itu t io n s  
that they should lend money to  Norman Wells? I p e rso n a lly  don 't see how I ,  as an In d iv id u a l, could 
do th is .  A lthough, I fe e l tha t 1n mind, a l l  these b ig  money In s t itu t io n s  do know what's going on 
In Norman W ells and I f  they ever got th e ir  act to ge the r, you would think that they would p o ss ib ly  
go to these companies, le t  1t be o i l  companies, m ining companies or whatever, and consult w ith  them 
and get th e ir  best estimate as to  what they are going to be doing 1n th is  p a r t ic u la r  area or any 
p a r t ic u la r  area, fo r  that m atter. And between two three of them or whatever I t  takes, four or 
f iv e  of them, they should come up w ith a good Idea, <>, how long any area is  going to la s t .  Let i t  
be f iv e  ye a rs , 10 ye a rs , 20 ye a rs , 100 years .

I p e rso n a lly  know tha t Pine P o in t, fo r  example, is good fo r  100 years , I f  the p r ic e  Is r ig h t .  I 
a lso  know of another good example, Is Gunner Mines In Saskatchewan. They knew they were o n ly  good 
fo r  12 years , they plan I t  that way, a l l  the money in s t itu t io n s  plan ft  that way, the government 
plan I t  that way. They b u ilt  I t ,  they mined i t  and they got out. Why c a n 't they do that anywhere 
else?

MR. BALLANTYNE: I w asn 't asking you In d iv id u a lly  to  go and do th is  but what we are looking fo r  1s 
what ro le  government can p la y . We can make recommendations to our government and fo r what I so rt 
o f take out o f what you 've  said Is perhaps government has a ro le  b rin g in g  together lending 
In s t itu t io n s  and some of the major corpora tions , to  see e xa c tly  what Is the long-term  prognosis fo r 
an area and what could be done. Do I get that from you? That might be a ro le  that government 
could play?

MR. BERNIE FEODOROFF: Yes. There Is no reason why government c o u ld n 't p lay that ro le .  The re 's  no 
reason why they shouldn 't be doing I t  r ig h t  now, in fa c t I was always under the impression they 
were doing th a t. Although maybe th e y 're  not doing i t  headstrong enough. Maybe they are ju s t 
tak ing  a back seat to I t  and they should be d iv in g  In to  i t  and making more decisions and more 
p o s it iv e  decisions and saying "T h is  town is  going to go, l e t 's  get behind i t ,  l e t 's  develop 1t and 
go fo r  i t " .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there fu rth e r questions? Thank you very much, Bern ie . Are there 
fu rth e r comments anybody would l ik e  to make?

MS KATHLEEN BJORNSON: I th ink 90 per cent of the onus la ys  on the government because i f  the 
government Increased its  se rvices in Norman W ells , such as b ette r development in to  our water and 
sewer se rv ices , b e tte r telephone ra tes , a high school, i t  would encourage people to b u ild  in Norman 
W ells . Th a t's  a l l  I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. B a llantyn e.
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MR. BALLANTYNE: I f  I could ask the mayor one question . Do you fee l that w ith  th is  whole p ip e lin e
experience, as mayor, that your hamlet was given enough resources to  deal w ith  the Impact of the 
p ip e lin e  on your hamlet?

nAVOn KATHLEEN DdûnriSûri: ho, not at a i l .

MR. BALLANTYNE: Could you maybe g ive  us some examples of th ings that 1n re trospect you would have
lik e d  to  have seen done to  make you more able to deal with the problems of th is  p ip e lin e  and fu tu re  
expansion?

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: Once again I am going to have to say b e tte r municipal se rvices such as
our water and sewer se rv ic e s , more funding to b u ild  up our roads, more funding fo r  re cre a tio n , 
b a s ic a lly  more funding fo r  Just about every service  we have 1n Norman W ells.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Would you feel tha t funding should come from government, or do you see
the proponent of any kind of development sharing or paying?

MAYOR KATHLEEN BJORNSON: With Esso, Esso has been very good to the community In regards to
donations and some of the services they have been p ro v id ing  fo r  Norman W ells, but w ith the 
government, we have been promised funding fo r  years , or Impact funding I should say, In regards to 
development in Norman W e lls , but as ye t have not seen f iv e  cents of i t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any fu rth e r questions? Thank you, Kathy. Anybody else? We are not
t r y in g  to  get r id  o f you. We r e a l ly  appreciate you coming out and sharing w ith  us you r concerns 
about housing and other p a r t ic u la r  concerns that are a l l ie d  with housing. We have heard and 
undoubtedly w i l l  hear the same kinds of concerns being expressed In the other communities. I th ink 
we have been In v ite d  to go to approxim ately 40 communities In the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  and I th ink 
that we havç covered so fa r  about 10 of them. We Intend to get Into other communities In th is  area 
as fa r as Tuktoyaktuk w ith in  the next week and a h a lf ,  and we Intend to then go Into the area that 
Mrs. Lawrence represents and that I represent, south of the lake, and Into the Centra l A rc t ic  or 
K lttkm eot, as well as the Keewatln. So undoubtedly we w i l l  hear the same kinds of concerns. I t  
may seem th is  Is a one-way stre et where we ask fo r  your concerns and you ra ise  questions or you put 
fo rth  suggestions and we do not come up w ith  anything tang ib le  as y e t ,  but that Is the ra tio n a le  
fo r  us g e tt in g  around, to hear the concerns of people w ith in  the communities. H o p e fu lly , when we
put together these concerns we can come up w ith  something that w i l l  prod governemnts to  do 
something about housing.

Again, I am not t r y in g  to  rush you away. I am sure you have other things b ette r that you would
want to do, but I would again ask 1f there are others who would l ik e  to make any comments about
housing as I t  a ffec ts  Norman W ells . Mike?

MR. MICHAEL MRDJENOVICH: Yes, being Involved in the housing Industry  In the t e r r i t o r y ,  1 have been -
watching housing problems. You are ta lk in g  about fu tu re  housing problems In Norman W e lls , but you
have e x is t in g  problems here. What Is the government going to do fo r  e x is t in g  problems In the .
community r ig h t  now? There are people who have come up from Quebec or M amtc-a or BC to  look fo r
jobs and these people have live d  here fo r q u ite  a few years and you have about f iv e  or s ix  adults ' Ш
l iv in g  1 n one house. I know fo r a fa c t there are e x is t in g  problems. In the meantime, government - I I
or the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  Housing Corporation are re p a irin g  a l l  the houses, 24 by 30, and
spending approxim ately $60,000. Instead of s e ll in g  these e x is t in g  houses fo r  a very reasonable -Vi
p rice  and b u ild in g  new ones that s iz e , $60,000 Is enough money to b u ild  a new house o f 700 square
fe e t. S e ll the e x is t in g  houses fo r a good d o lla r  to the people and maybe g ive them a l i t t l e  g ran t,
or through some funding program, maybe give them $10,000 to f i x  that e x is t in g  house and you would
have double the number of u n its .

I have noticed la te ly  they have been f ix in g  approxim ately 200 u n its  and they are spending
approxim ately $60,000 per u n it ,  and fo r  a 700 square fo o t house, which Is about $90 a square fo o t ,  i
they could bu ild  a new house and s e ll the e x is t in g  house to people that are a lready 1n there , and 
provide them w ith  a small grant to f i x  I t  up and you would end up w ith  ju s t  about double the number 
of houses. I have been watching fo r  the la s t four years and th is  is what has been happening 
through the T e r r ito r ie s .  I ain not ju s t  .ta lk in g  p a r t ic u la r ly  about Norman W ells . So you could have ,'ï
new houses and the o lder houses could be f ix e d  up w ith some kind of assistance. Lots o f people are !
handy w ith  to o ls  and they themselves could do most of that work. "
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCellum); Just to Miswer the flra t Question vnu m u í  uM* g ĩy ya sas» ÍStSftf 
ts -= j-c t itú y t th i futur* but aoout the present, I  think that la'one of th* ouest ions that we w ill 
bt «k in g , or th* eoenlttee w ill be «iking of th* government. I agree, 1t 1« not Juft a concern 
for th* futur*, it  la • concern no#, becaui* there 1* a clearly denned need. The Mayor, In her 
opening statement said that there Mould be * turvny done about 1nfonaat1en, but I kno* that the 
local homing aatocletlon did do a aurvey «a let* as la it month, so we have a copy of that, that 
they were Hnd enough to give to us, about a rands aurvey dona tn th* eoarauntty regarding public 
housing. I think th* comments that you make, M1kn, are tome of th* things that we w ill be looking 
at, that i t ,  ^tempting whore 1t la poaslbl*. to se ll existing homes to th* pretent 1aes**t. th* 
1d«* of providing maintenance money for rehib or something, l  think those are th* kinds of things 
that we *111 be looking et. I  think there Is some concern about trying to make available mortgage 
money fro* the government as w ell, i would take those as very good pointa. Thoae are the kinds of 
things that we w in try  to look at and discuss when we have gen* «round as many places as we can to 
get e greater amount of Input, so I thank you fo r those coawmnts. Are there any ouest Ions of hr. 
hrdjwiovlch on th* points he raises? Thank you very much, N1*<.

HR. HERNIE FEOOOROfP: ! i  the Housing Corporation s t ill building log houses?

CHAIRMAN (Hr. McCall urn) ! The corporation has a program called the home assistance program that
pro vine* funding to people who meat certain c rite ria , a particular grant to help th«n build log 
houses, i know the program la s t ill in existance.

MR. BERN1E FI00CR0FF: So whet you are saying, Mr, Chairman, Is the corporation s t il l  has this 1n 
affect that they build It  them a Ives?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum); Yog mean an Individual?

MR. I8RNIC FSOWRQFF; Right.

' CHAIRMAN (Nr. McCollum): Yes, the home assistance program which replaced the old SSHA5 progrwa is
/ S till 1n effect whereby an Individual, If  he 1s successful 1n getting that grant, 1s expected to

put In his own sweet egulty into the construction of a home. That prograa is s t ill Ш existence.

/ MR. HERNIE FEOOORÛFF; How art these homes normally heated?

CHAIRMAN (Nr. NcCellun): Well, as far as I know, most of those homes are wood heated rather then 
/ with o il. Moat of them have been bu ilt in the West her*.

MR. MUNIE FE000R9FF; Maybe ( should enlighten your oamnltte* here on log houses. Since the time 
/ I have been In Yellowknife un til about two months ago I have been working for an architectural
I engineering firm  as a mechanical designer and I have had the opportunity to explore the fe a sib ility
/ of tog homes 1n the north. A log home In the North is a waste of money as far as hatting h

concerned, conventional heating, unless you Insulate the exterior of the logs end you d è b lift^ li *' 
i thermal mass to help you heat the in terio r. But 1f you do not Inauiate the exterior 1t l i  « welt;* 

of money except In marginal weather, but once the weather drops below IS degrees, then if  you art 
> using o il or gas heat or whatevar, you ara Just blowing heat right out th* walls. So this Is a

consideration fo r you as e cewlttae to think about when you are looking n  log homes. Thank увд,-

CHAIRMAN (Nr. McCsIltm): Mike?

MR. BAUANTYRE: Old you actually do a study on this?

MR. BERNTE fCOOQRQFF: I did not do a study an th is , t just read a report on studies thet have
been done from other firm s.

MR. BAUAHTYNE: Could you, 1n e le tte r, make available to us same af these studies or at least let 
us kno# where they are so wo could Hava a look at them? We would appreciate that. Thank you.

MR, BERnIE FEOOOROFFi I certain ly can, yes.

CHAIRMAN (Nr, McCall um): Mrs. Lawrence.
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HRS. LAWRENCE: Think you* Nr. Chairman. I  would just Ilka to мко a cornant. I realise that a 
lot of studies have been done but I  just went to remind Barnle that 1 am one of those who was 
brought up 1n a Tog house. We had a wood stove, and there were 13 children in our fam ily, with am 
ms and dad that was IS , and wu managed vary w all. A lo t of us had our own hones at one ties until 
this homing association came Into the Territories and encouraged people to move Into these 
box-style matches - -  that is what 1 c a ll It . This log haem was a home for me. It  had an upstalra 
and e downstairs and a kitchen and everything. They encouraged my parents to move Into this dieap 
looking house for two dollars a month. Over a period of time they were going to be able to own 
this home. As I t  turned out they lost all the policies afcd they hiked up the rent. At soon as 
they moved Into th is house, thqy tore down th e ir old home. There are rnamr cases like  that, to the

Eolnt where people have no turning beck. They have to depend on this public housing. I strongly 
»11 eve that we can go back to the wood stove with no problem regardless of how many studies are 

done.

HR. BERKIE FE0D0R0FF: That Is why I  asked how they wera heated. I f  the people Mo live In the 
homes go out and cut their own wood and use i t  for heating then It  Is quite adequate. It  Is no 
eoney out of their pocket. But on the other hand, 1f the same people take that same house, E liza , 
and put an o il furnace In It ,  they w ill flno i t  w ill cost than e small bundle to heat it .

CHAIRMAN (Nr. NcCallum): Barnle, I think Hr. Ballantyne has made a good request, I f  you have that 
Information we would be mere than appreciative of receiving i t .  I f  you would make 1t available to 
us.

W. fERNIE FE000R0FF: Yes, I  have that information at home and the next time I  gat back to 
YalluWknlfe I w ill make It  a point to dig it  out and give you a copy.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. NcCallum): Penny Aumond Is hare with us. I forgot to Introduce her and the other 
people that are here that w ill be accompanying us, but 1f you want an address to which you could 
tend th is m atirla l, she would be eore than w illin g  to give you that address, so you could put that 
1n the mall to us. Thank you kindly. Again, I do not want to sound lies an auctioneer, going, 
going gone kind of thing, because we are here for as long as you want to make any eoaments. I f  
there is nothing further, perhaps I could sum up some of the kinds of concerns that were expressed 
here to get some kind of consensus from you as to these problems es you see I t .

F irst and foremost, I get from the Mayor as well as other people: that regardless of Met 1s Ming 
on now, the town » ’ hamlet or municipality w ill survive because of the people here, that w ill not 
take away the need for housing units 1n the coamunltyi that in point of fact, we at th is cosnlttee, 
should mike It  a point to bring to the attention of whomever, that there Is • two-wage plus economy 
to the town; that those who make the targe dollars do not necessarily Uva 1n their own homes or 
require public units because they are 1n camps and they are In and out of the coaewnltyj that there 
is » shortage of housing, specifica lly bachelor units; tnd that there are delivery problems in 
getting the materials fo r the unit Into the community; that there should be saallm* units b u ilt; 
and that costa should be reduced, that is the cost far la n d fill, services; and that there should be 
revisions to the rental scale.

I have marked down those concerns. There may be others that w ill be on our transcripts but I hope 
.! have summarized most of the major concerns that you have expressed here th is evening. I  want to 
assure you that we w ill take proper notice of those concerns because as I said, wa w ill undoubtedly 
hear the same kinds of concerns being raised In other communities, and that In amklng a report, 
suggeatlng directions that government and other agencies should taka'to attempt to correct these, 
that they w ill be brought to notice. I  am not trying to go through everything that has been said 
but again, I Just highlight those particular concerns. I f  there is no other person who wants to 
sty something I went to , on behalf of the cmmlttea, thank you very much for the Invitation to be 
here. It  1s alwsys a pleasure to come to such a beautiful part of the Territories. I  say that not 
to be facetious or just to sugar coat people Mo live  here, but we, each and every one of us, I 
think are vary pleased to be here In th is part of the Territories and l thank you for your presence 
this evening and I  hope that wa w ill be able to address In our report, and in the reeoemendatlont 
we make 1n our report, those concerns that you have brought up.

Would there be any other Nimber of the committee that would want to say or add anything further! 
So i f  there 1s nothing further, and again I  want to assure you that we are not trying to cut you 
off, I would again simply reiterate our thanks for the request to be hep. Wa appreciate the 
cornents you had and In E liza 's  words —  n iih l cho.and thank you vary much for being here.

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMUTEE ON HOUSING 

FORT GOOD HOPE, JULY 10, 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): We are here as a special committee o f the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly of the 
Northwest T e r r i to r ie s  to hear concerns that you have about housing. My name Is  Arnold McCallum, I 
am from F o rt  Smith In the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s .  W ith me seated at the ta b le  are the other Members 
of the specia l committee: your MLA fo r Sahtu, Mr. John T 'S e le le ;  Mr. Joe Arlooktoo  from Lake 
Harbour, represen ting  B a ff in  South; Mrs. E l iz a  Lawrence, MLA f o r  Tu Nede, representing the area 
around F o rt R eso lution ; Mr. Red Pedersen who l iv e s  In Coppermine and represents K ltlkm eot West. 
We also have two a lte rn a te  Members: Mr. Sam Gargan who Is from Fo rt Providence; and Mr. Micheál 
Ballantyne who Is from Y e llo w k n ife . There Is another Member o f the committee who is not here 
to n ig h t, who 1s co-chairman of the committee, Mr. Ludy Pudluk from Resolute Bay 1n the High 
A rc t ic .  We have two o ther Members as w e ll:  Mr. Michael A n gottltau ro q  from Gjoa Haven and Mr. 
E l i ja h  Erkloo  from Pond In le t .

We are here In F o rt Good Hope to  hear the concerns that you people have about housing. We have 
been to o ther parts of the NWT and have been lis te n in g  to the concerns that people have 1n other 
communities, s p e c if ic a l ly  In C o lv i l le  Lake e a r l ie r  today and we were 1n Norman W ells yeste rd a y. 
The comnlttee also has been to the B a ffin  and pa rts  o f the High A rc t ic ,  from Resolute to  G rise  
F io rd , A rc t ic  Bay, to many of the  commlnlties on B a ff in  Island —  Pangnlrtung, Cape Dorset, Lake 
Harbour. We Intend to  v is i t  as many communities as w i l l  or have asked us to appear 1n the 
community.

We are here not to  g ive answers to  the questions o r concerns that you have, we are here to  l is te n  
to what you have to say. Because we are a committee of the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly, we w i l l  have to 
make a report to  the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly and h o p e fu lly  make some recommendations about housing, 
that 1s 1n the supply o f housing, the a llo c a tio n  o f housing - -  who is to  get the housing, and how 
the housing should be de live red  to  communities.

We have rece ived  requests from approxim ately 40 communities in  the NWT to go to  v i s i t  these 
communities. We are not part o f the Housing C o rpo ra tio n , we are a committee of the L e g is la tu re  
because we are a l l  e lected  MLAs. We want to hear what you feel are the problems o r the concerns 
that you have about housing, we w i l l  take note of them, Members w i l l  undoubtedly want to question 
amyone who does make a presenta tion  to us th is  evening and we would ask you to allow  that to  occur,

Before we go In to  very much more, I would lik e  t o ,  on behalf o f the committee, as well as the 
people who are w ith  us to n ig h t, In te rp re te rs , our techn ica l s ta f f  and our c o -o rd in a to r, Penny 
Aumond, to thank the women and gentlemen who provided us w ith  such a lo v e ly  supper to n ig h t, as w e ll 
thank Tom and Andy fo r d r iv in g  us around the community today and o f course thanks to  those 
responsib le fo r  taking us out to the rapids on a boat t r i p .  As w e ll of course I want to thank the 
Ch ie f and the people associated w ith the community fo r  in v it in g  us here to  come to Fo rt Good Hope 
to hear about your concerns.

A ll  the proceedings are recorded so that we w i l l  be able to  keep track o f what is  being sa id . I f  
you want to  make a presentation I would ask you to  come to  the c h a ir  or the desk here, to In d ica te  
your name, then we w i l l  be able to  get i t  tra n s la te d  in to  In u k t itu t  fo r Mr. A rlook too  and you m^y 
speak In E n g lis h  or in S lavey, we have instantaneous tra n s la t io n . The o n ly  d i f f i c u l t y  we may have 
is th a t 1f you speak in Slavey i t  w i l l  have to  be tra n s la te d  in to  English and then tra n s la te d  In to  
In u k t itu t ,  so I would ask you to  slow down so that tra n s la tio n  can occur and we w i l l  be able to 
have our t ra n s la to rs  get in  p o s itio n  to  have i t  done.
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One f in a l th in g . Penny has passed out these re ce ive rs  so tha t you can get the t ra n s la t io n s »  I 
would ask you to  leave them on the bench when the meeting Is ended and they w i l l  be picked up la te r  
on. So I guess w ith that as an In tro d u c tio n , I  would l ik e  to  ask the C h ie f to  come forward to  say 
a few  words, I f  he would l ik e ,  and then I would l ik e  to  ask Mr. T 'S e le le  and other Members o f the 
committee to  add any remarks they would l ik e  before we get In to  hearing »n y  present a t len s. So iftrc  
are ready fo r  th a t . Mr. Barnaby.

CHIEF CHARLIE BARNABY: Thank you. I  am the  C h ie f o f F o rt Good Hope. On behalf o f the band I  
would l ik e  to  welcome your committee to  Fo rt Good Hope. This' housing problem has been going on fo r  
a long tim e. I  guess 1t Is  a problem a l l  over the NWT, not o n ly  Good Hope. We sta rted  
home-ownership In 1980 and th is  year they o n ly  gave us three houses to  b u ild ,  i t  used to  be f iv e .  
The f i r s t  year I  b e lie ve  i t  was seven. I t  Is  going down because the money Is  scarce. I t  has to  be 
spent a ll over the NWT. That 1s what Is happening. Again I  would l ik e  to thank you fo r coming to 
our community and you w i l l  hear a lo t  of peoples concerns. Instead o f working through the phone we 
w i l l  ta lk  to  you 1n person, the way 1t should be.

Since 1980, when we sta rte d  the home-ownership, we had th is  man, Tom Erger Involved w ith  us a ll the 
w*y through. I  w i l l  in troduce Tom Erger and I guess he w i l l  speak to  you about what 1s happening, 
so I  w i l l  g ive  the c h a ir  to Tom.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I  wonder before your presenta tion  1f I could ask the loca l MLA, Mr.
T 'S e le le  to  add a few words.

MR. T 'SELEIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I w i l l  not say much except to  say th a t the housing
comnlttee was set up 1n February 1984 and 1t was se t up m ainly because there was a lo t  of concern 
a ll  over the NWT about housing. The Housing Corporation was set up 1n 1974 and since that time 
there  has been no review  of 11, the re  has been no formal review  of the p o lic ie s ,  those types of 
th in gs about the Housing C orpora tion . I th in k  most Members o f the Assembly f e l t  th a t I t  was tim e 
to  review  the corpo ra tio n  and to see where changes could be made to 1t. That Is what our job is ,
to take a c lose  look at 1t. That Is  a l l  I have to  say fo r  now. Later on I would l ik e  to  make a
presentation to the committee perhaps a fter Mr. E rg e r's  presenta tion .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Mr. T 'S e le le . Are there any other Members o f the committee
who would l ik e  to  say anything at th is  time. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 1 would ju s t  l ik e  to  s$y thank you to the community fo r
in v it in g  us here and fo r  the evening meal we had to n ig h t. I would a lso l ik e  to  encourage everyone
to come up and t e l l  us th e ir  views and concerns so that would help us in our recommendation. L ike  
Mr. T 'S e le le  sa id , there Is a b ig  problem w ith  housing In some communities and because of that we 
have estab lished th is  specia l committee to to u r the communities to hear your concerns. So I would 
ju s t l ik e  to  t e l l  everyone to  come up and t e l l  us you r concerns. Mahsl cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Mrs. Lawrence. Mr. Erger then, i f  you would l ik e  to  make a
presentation .

MR. TOM ERGER: I am housing c o -o rd in a to r fo r  the Fo rt Good Hope Band C o u n c il. I would lik e  to
welcome the committee and hope you have enjoyed you r stay here. We appreciate  your coming to the 
community to  l is te n  to  our concerns. I thank the  band council fo r  asking me to  make th e ir  
presenta tion . The concern fo r  housing goes back a long way 1n Fo rt Good Hope. I have prepared a
statement here and I would H ke  th is  statement as i t  1s w r itte n  here to  be put on the record. I
w i l l  not read 1t word fo r  word, I w i l l  ju s t so rt of do a summary.

In December o f 1980, our C h ief Frank T 'S e le le  and the band manager at that tim e Bob O vervo ld , went 
to the housing committee, Mr. McCallum was the president of the Housing Corporation at that tim e. 
People were q u ite  concerned because they had los t contro l o f the housing s ltu a t in  1n Fo rt Good
Hope. Many years ago people were respons ib le  fo r  th e ir  own housing and then through the years
people f e l t  that they had lo s t  co n tro l o f the s itu a t io n ,  so Mr. T 'S e le le  and Mr. Overvoled 
approached the Housing C orpora tion , concerned that they would l ik e  more of the contro l turned back 
over to  the community.
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In a meeting In  December th ey approached the Housing Corporation and asked that no more prefab 
housing be b u i l t  In F o rt Good Hope and asked the corpo ra tio n  fo r  assistance In  s ta r t in g  the 
home-ownership program on an on-go ing basis . At that tim e, Mr. McCallum and George F o rre st made a 
verbal commitment to  the community that there  would be 30 houses b u i l t  o ve r a period  of th ree  
years.

S ta rtin g  In 1981, keeping to  th e ir  commitment to  help F o rt Good Hope get s ta rte d , th ey agreed to  
bu ild  seven SSHAG u n its  1n the  community th a t summer. The SSHAG u n its ,  I on sure the committee 
knows, where a person 1s se lected to  bu ild  h is  own house and the corpora tion  would g ive  assistance 
through buying m ateria l and some labour money. A t that time seven u n its  were designated to  F o rt  
Good Hope and the community was q u ite  happy with that commitment but as the summer progressed they 
became q u ite  fru s tra te d  w ith  the corp o ra tio n  1n the fa c t th a t the corp o ra tio n  sent one person out 
of the community here fo r  a two week tra in in g  course In F o rt  Smith, on a lo g  b u ild in g  course, to  
learn a new s ty le  o f log b u ild in g  which was r e a l ly  fo re ig n  to the people here. The Housing 
Corporation more or less to ld  the people who were b u ild in g  these houses that they had to  bu ild  the 
houses th is  way.

This was a new con structio n  th a t had so rt o f caught on 1n B r it is h  Columbia, I t  Is a scribed  method 
where the logs are scribed and they have to  f i t  exact to each other fo r the  house to  be of any 
value In su la tio n  w ise. The people became very fru s tra te d  w ith  th is  method o f  b u ild in g , they had 
not been Involved w ith  i t  at a l l .  The old s ty le  o f b u ild in g  was to leave about an Inch gap between 
the logs and then I t  would be f i l l e d  w ith  In s u la tio n  and varn ish  put over and 1t would act l ik e  a 
vapour b a rr ie r .  This type o f house was q u ite  warm and s t ru c tu ra lly  1t was very sound, but the 
people were not allowed to b u ild  th is  type they had to b u ild  th is  new way. As the summer went on 
—  the m ateria l came 1n la te r  to  s ta r t  w ith and the m ateria l was ju s t dumped at the s ite s  and the 
people were to ld  to  go ahead and b u ild  th e ir  houses. I f  anyone has t r ie d  to b u ild  th e ir  own house, 
1t Is  q u ite  a te ch n ica l operation and 1t takes some e xp e rtise  to show people how to  go about I t .  
So consequently none o f the u n its  were fin ish ed  tha t summer, a few o f them were sta rte d . The log  
w alls on a couple of the places were fin is h e d  but a ll in a ll most of them ju st got s ta rte d . I t  was 
a real mess.

So that w in ter the band council got together again and approached the board o f d ire c to rs  of the 
Housing Corporaton and asked th a t a p i lo t  p ro je c t be sta rted  in Fort Good Hope. With much lobbying 
and hard work on the part of the council and the community, we came up w ith  a f ig u re  o f $75,000 per 
u n it , we figu re d  could adm inister the programs ourse lves, d e liv e r  the packages and have them b u i l t  
1n the same b u ild in g  season. Th is  was accomplished, w ith the $75,000 we set up a t ra in in g  program 
and we fin ish ed  the log work on the previous years con structio n  and we had 20 people Involved In 
the t ra in in g  program. Then when the actual construction  on the f iv e  u n its , a t $75,000 per u n it ,  
s ta rted , we brought in a pro fessiona l log b u ild e r fo r each b u ild in g  and a general superintendent 
and we continued the tra in in g  program on these log houses.

A ll  In a l l  the program went q u ite  smoothly, being that a l l  the money was righ t here, f t  was In our 
bank account, we would adm inister how We wanted, we could b rin g  up resource people at our w i l l .  
The program was a success. By December of that year the houses were 100 per cent completed and 
they were occupied. Th is was 1n 1982.

When I t  came time fo r  the 1983 program, the community council assumed that phase two of the p i lo t  
program would continue, that the next ye a r, In keeping w ith  the commitment of the Housing 
Corporation that I t  would ju s t  be ongoing and we had hoped that we could  Increase the number o f 
un its maybe to seven or e ig h t, being th a t i t  had been proven that the community could handle f iv e ,  
so we wanted to go to  seven or e igh t un its  at $75,000 each. In n e g o tia tin g  with the Housing 
Corporation apparently the money was not a va ila b le . I t  was agreed that we would have a phase two 
of the housing program but i t  would be a specia l arrangement through th e  HAP program. Th is  being 
where the Housing Corporaton would supply $30,000 per u n it and we would get th e  remainder of the 
labour money from Canada Manpower. We agreed to th is  and so the phase two cf the b u ild in g  program 
here Invo lved f iv e  u n its .

The Housing Corporation designated $30,000 per un it fo r  the m ateria ls , they gave us $2000 per u n it  
fo r gravel pad and Canada Manpower designated $17,000 per u n it fo r  labo ur. I t  was agreed that we 
would get an adm in istra tion  cost of f iv e  per cent of the $30,000, which was $15,000 per house. 
Again through great e f fo r t  by the community and hard work by the in d iv id u a ls , the program was a 
success. By December of that ye a r, a ll f iv e  houses were f in ish e d  and occupied.
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Going In to  the 1984 program, we asked again th a t we be given a phase three o f the p i lo t  p ro je c t. 
We were t o ld  th a t again we would go w ith  the HAP program, the same s itu a tio n  as the ye a r befo re .
We agreed to  th is ,  we had 30 a p p lica tio n s  fo r  fa m ilie s  wanting to b u ild  houses la s t ye a r. When the
Housing Corporation designated the number of houses we were to be g ive n , we were given three
u n its .  I t  was q u ite  d isapp oin tin g  fo r  the community^ being that there  Is  a rea l c r i t i c a l  housing
shortage 1n f o r t  Good Hope. There Is many houses where there 1s th ree  generations of people l iv in g
1n one house, and young people w ith  fa m ilie s  l iv in g  w ith  t h e ir  parents as w e ll as the
grandparents. I  know of one house where there Is  17 people l iv in g  1n one house. So the community
was quite  disappointed, but they were w i l l in g  to take the three u n its .

Again the Housing C orpora tion  supplied $30,000 fo r  the m a te ria l, $2000 fo r  the gravel pad and f iv e  
per cent adm in istra tio n  c o s t. The adm in istra tion  cost went from $7500 down to  $4500. There Is  no 
d iffe re n c e  1n adm in istering f iv e  houses as opposed to three houses, same amount of phone c a l ls ,  
same amount of leg work, I t  1s a l l  In a l l  the same amount of work but less money. So I t  put us in 
a bind f o r  the adm in istra tio n  funds.

A ls o  one th in g  I d id  not mention 1n the phase two program Is th a t the corpora tion  designated
$20,000 f o r  a c o -o rd in a to r, p ro je c t manager 1n 1983 and th is  year th a t amount was cut to  $7000. We
were cut to  three u n its ,  o ur adm in istra tion  funds were cut by $3000, our p ro jec t managers funds
were cut b y  $13,000. So th e  people here are fe e lin g  quite  fru s tra te d  w ith  the housing. I t  is
proven th a t  Fort Good Hope has the a b i l i t y  to  adm in ister th e ir  own housing program, to d e liv e r  the 
packages, get the people 1n In one b u ild in g  season. Each ye a r, as C h a rlie  sa id , the amount o f 
houses 1s going down, e s p e c ia lly  th is  year and each year the amount of money 1s cut down. The 
th re e  years that I  have been w ith the program, I t  has gone from $75,000 a u n it  to  the second year 
at $47,000 per u n it , to  the th ird  year at $45,000 per u n it . I f  th is  trend continues and with the 
ra te  of in f la t io n ,  the p rice  of food at The Bay and ju s t p rices  esca la ting  everywhere, but yet the 
funding f o r  houses being cu t down, at some po int in the fu tu re  we are not going to be able to 
d e liv e r  these packages fo r the amount the Housing Corporation is  designating .

W ith th is  years b u ild in g  program, we have been g ive n  20 houses in fo u r  years as opposed to  the 30 
houses th a t were v e rb a lly  commlted to  Fo rt Good Hope in 1980. So at th is  time we are 10 houses 
sh o rt of th e  v e rb a lly  designated amount 1n 1980.

Another f ru s t ra t io n  o f the community Is 1n your to u r today you saw the low renta l houses, the  
prefab houses, the new SSHAG houses and you saw houses that are q u ite  o ld  and in  q u ite  rundown 
con d itio n . There are houses In town that have need sh lg les fo r  years , they have need upgrading fo r  
ye a rs , and the people through the bureaucracy have trouble  ge ttin g  on to these programs, the ERP 
program f o r  Instances, the emergency re p a ir program. Many a p p lica tio n s  are sent 1n every year and 
u s u a lly  by the end o f September the m ateria l a rr iv e s  In Fort Good Hope, too la te  to be used that 
season.

One o f the recommendations o f the band council is th a t a set amount o f money be designated to  F o rt 
Good Hope, inc lud ing  the home-ownership program, the emergency rep a ir program, the e ld e r ly  
assistance program, and whatever amount of money th a t Is to be designated that ye a r, we recommend 
that the to ta l  amount of money be turned over to the band council o r  the Fo rt Good Hope Housing 
S o c ie ty . These two bodies designate how the money be spent, whether i t  go in to  new housing or 
re h a b il ita t io n  of old housing. That is  a ll I  have to  say, thank you fo r  your tim e.

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): Thank you very much, Tom. Who would l ik e  to lead o ff  the questions?
Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you , Mr. Chairman. On the HAP program, you say you rece ived $30,000 fo r  the
package, adm in istra tio n  allowance and s ite  development $2000, who looks a fte r  the f re ig h t  on 
m ateria ls coming In?

MR. TOM ERGER: That is  Included in the $30,000 fo r the m aterial package.

MR. PEDERSEN: And what about the e le c t r ic a l package?

MR. TOM ERGER: The e le c tr ic a l package 1s a lso included In the $30,000. Our f re ig h t  b i l l  from Hay 
R ive r to F o r t  Good Hope averages around $5000 per u n it .

MR. PEDERSEN: Mr. Chairman, I th ink  we should loo k  in to  th a t . Mr. Ballantyne has the p o lic y
manual r ig h t now and i t  states quite  c le a r ly  - -  s ince he has i t  down th e re , i f  you don 't mind there 
is  something I would l ik e  him to  read. Mike would you read that please.
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MR. TOM ERGER: I f  I  could add something, Mr. Chairman. In my presentation I  fa i le d  to Inform  the
committee, fo r th is  $30,000, when I said th e  houses were 100 per cent complete, I  meant 100 per 
cent complete as fa r  as someone being able to  move In to  them. This $30,000 package enables us to 
put the sh e ll up, c lose  1t 1n fo r  w in te r, put lln o llu m , a v e ry  low grade o f plywood fo r  a f in is h  
and the e le c t r ic a l package, but th e re  Is no t enough money to  put 1n plumbing. So I t  1s s b l l l  a 
iiuiieyuutkel anu a 45 ga llo n  uiuin foi Water.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Mr. B a llan tyn e.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I f  I could read, 1t Is  In the  corporate manual and I t  Is one o f th e ir  p o lic ie s .  I t  
says under th is  home-ownership assistance program: "C lie n ts  w i l l  rece ive  assistance 1n the form of 
a m ateria l package not to exceed $30,000 In  value and the cost o f f re ig h t ,  s ite  development were 
required and e le c t r ic a l In s ta lla t io n  w i l l  be provided to  and separate from the cost o f the m ateria l 
package." So they put no l im it  on th a t cost of f re ig h t  or the e le c t r ic a l package, they sny I t  w i l l  
d e f in ite ly  be provided.

MR. TOM ERGER: In the contracts th a t we have signed w ith  the Housing Corporation 1n the la s t two
ye a rs , i t  s p e c if ic a l ly  says that we are responsib le  fo r  the e le c t r ic a l package and the  f re ig h t ,  not 
to  exceed $30,000.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. B a llantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Tom, you mentioned that the way in which log houses used to  be b u i l t  were 1n fa ct
f a i r l y  e f fe c t iv e . A fte r  people have been tra in e d  In the new method, do you consider the new method 
to  be superior to  the old method?

MR. TOM ERGER: No I would not. Last year we b u ilt  a house the old s ty le ,  by choice of one o f the
c lie n ts ,  he used sm aller logs that would In e ffe c t take down the "R" radian because you are using a 
sm aller log  but he sealed his house up very  well and 1t 1s q u ite  a su perio r house. I would say 
there Is no d iffe re n c e , I t  is  t o t a l ly  a choice of the owner.

MR. BALLANTYNE: To get away from home-ownership fo r  a moment. How many new pub lic  housing u n its
have been b u ilt  here since 1975?

MR. TOM ERGER: I could not answer th a t question.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I ju s t  want to get i t  In to  the record. I understand there has been none b u i l t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do Members have fu rth e r  questions? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: I have a question regard ing the  amount of housing needed fo r F o rt  Good Hope, when you
say that are you looking at some kind  of a system where grants are given to  a community on a per 
cap ita  basis, something l ik e  that? Or are you saying that someone who is  mean and aggressive gets 
more?

MR. TOM ERGER: I do n 't q u ite  fo llo w  your question ing .

MR. GARGAN: There is  about 28 Dene communities in the Mackenzie V a lle y  and I wonder whether I t  is 
f a i r  fo r the communities who are more p o l i t ic a l l y  motivated to  get more whereas small c o im in lt le s  
who don't scream loud enough would not get anything. Do you think a more fa ir  way o f doing I t  
would be on a per cap ita  ba s is , based on popu lation .

MR. TOM ERGER: I would lik e  to pass on tha t question . I would l ik e  to ju s t answer questions
p e rta in in g  to F o rt Good Hope.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): F a ir  enough. Mr. B a llantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: F ir s t  of a l l  I would like  to  say that the b r ie f  that we got Is very good. One of
the complaints that we heard from every community we have v is ite d  Is that they want more lo ca l 
con tro l and more decis ion  making w ith in  the  community. In  fa c t you went fa r th e r  than most 
communities, Fort Good Hope has always been a leader in  the whole municipal f ie ld ,  w ith some very 
s p e c if ic  p o in ts . I take i t  that you would l ik e  to see the money that 1s now decided by the Housing 
Corporation in d iffe re n t  programs, th a t you would lik e  to  get the cash here, whether I t  Is  the band 
council or the housing s o c ie ty , to  be able to  a llo c a te  that whether fo r new housing or
re h a b ilita t io n  of o ld  housing, or whatever, but you would l ik e  in th is  cormiunlty th a t f l e x i b i l i t y
to make that decis ion  here instead o f being made in  Ye llo w kn ife . Is that correct?
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HR. TOM ERGER: Yes s i r .

^li^Cïï'r.’td.tbiïtïïïr. s ra r's^ r.îW ’' *• т'Se,','• "
? г “1т Ч " f f i s u î h ï s S g ï ï o c l ^
Caü5 ° ^Р * Ь c bousing un its  and there  1s what we c a ll a housing so c ie ty  which Is kind o f lik e  a 
Ĩ Ĩ S H f ^ S  thei bĸnd c o u n d l- Jfe s ta te d  I t  In 1982 and the main reason that the housing 
♦he!6tniH 0 teS1« u p J s b®ca.use т  were being handed over some money from the Housing Corporation and 
2 V - ° . d т Л  ord6r J° become апУ k1nd of a body that handles money, you have to  be a s o c ie ty  to  
be le g a l. That was the main reason fo r  s e tt in g  I t  up. since then we have malnlv handled the  
home-ownership u n its ,  as Tom was sa yin g . At d if fe re n t  po ints at time I know the Inuvlk  o f f ic e  Is  
In te rested  In  handing over con tro l o f the housing u n its  In the community to the houslnq s o c ie ty  but 
we never r e a l ly  persued that discussion with them because we f e l t  that the budget o7 S e  ho ïslüq 
associa tion  was not enough to be able to do the Job they were asked to  do. So we never r e a l ly  got 
In to  discussions about tra n s fe r o f pu b lic  housing u n its  to the houslnq s o d e tv  m alnlv because 

« • «  not O ffo r ln s  us s aooa d e a l. The , «e e l b a s ic a lly  e ik lu "  us to  the bod, Ï "
e t0 C01 ?c t  rt;ritJs • 1 know ,n the Eastern cossnunftles ue heard that the housing

associa tion s were being asked to  r e a l ly  do the kind of work that nobody wanted w ith  very  l i t t l e

ÆS'.”*- thit bas,s 'е лг,8Г ptrsued ««u & M ÏÏ
Т Й / “ 1,ПЯ o f the housing s o c ie ty  Is that every ye a r, I don 't know what i t  Is based on, but every
* ? iL s hL ^ VT fninth t  1s. ,e s P°ns1ble fo r  soms type of housing In each community and our fe e lin g  has 
always been 1f the re  is money a llocated  to  housing In the community that i t  should go to' the 
community and the community should handle the housing r ig h t  from the s ta rt  Rather than havlno 
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to  thé r n L m i f !  Пк h6r? i S Í  wou1d ** 'шсЬ bette r , f  the government commlted moneysto  the community and the community would take care o f its  housing, a l l  Its  new housing.

1 do not have too much more to  add than th a t, except to say that as we go along In the work of the 
committee, you w i l l  be hearing from me. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any questions of Mr. T 'S e le ie . Mr. B a llantyne.

! S ; „ Í Î L i Í1NTI NE:t  I**th1«nk the , 1dea of * bousing s o c ie ty  to handle home-ownership programs 1s rather 
B*l4 th l?  î o r J n r r íh 0 rheS’ < 1 9uess I t  was Dennis Patterson who brought up the idea In Frobisher 
t M Í  Ры Гн !Р?1, th ĸ h.ous1n9 associa tion  should have c lo se r t ie s  w ith  the hamlet councils  or In
th is  case, w ith  the band c o u n c ils . I understand tha t there is a very d ire c t lin k  w ith the houslna 
s o c ie ty  and the band c o u n c il. Ĩ think that works a lo t  b e tte r than having them separate. Do you 
1te is nnow? 06 П mak °9 the 11nk between the bousing association and the band council stronger than
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to ge the r. I th ink I t  Is much b e tte r. I am not too c le a r what you are asking.

re r^ pSi y0H COll 1d exP1ain the lin k  between the band and the housing s o c ie ty . You 
^ eV 0UnC 1or 1n. the band and you are chairman o f the housing s o c ie ty . Is In fa c t the houslnq so c ie ty  r e a l ly  a subcommittee o f the band council?  J  nousing

iS u a clonin1tt®e of the co u n c il, the way I look at i t .  Questions of a llo c a tio n  I 
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MR. T 'SELEIE: Yes, I  th ink  eventu a lly  i t  would be a good deal, but as I said before, i t  would have 
d e a^b e in g^h e re^ye t^b 30 ^  h0us1n9 associat1ons are asked to  do now. We do not see that bette r
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The housing so c ie ty  concept Is  r e a l ly  new to  me and re a ll
In tH n u In n . Thø hnticlnn snrlp tw  hxc been {nunlveri f l r e t  in n m n U U .  > u  ccu »r  -------- - — i   
in  the HAP program. Once these houses are b u i l t  and the owners move In to  the houses, does the
housing s o c ie ty  have any fu rth e r Involvement In  these houses, 1n maintenance or ad m in istra tio n  of
these houses?

MR. T 'SELEIE : No, no fu rth e r involvement. Except I guess as cases a r is e . I f  the head o f the
household 1s deceased and the house becomes vacant and there Is  nobody le f t  to occupy I t  then I
th in k  the band would step 1n a re a llo c a te  the house.

MR. PEDERSEN: From tha t do I understand that even though people occupy the house, the ownership
remains a communal ownership, that I t  1s owned by the community through the housing s o c ie ty  In  case 
I t  becomes vacant?

MR. T 'SELEIE: The housing s o c ie ty  t r ie s  to enter In to  an agreement w ith  each owner about the
nature o f ownership. What would happen, each person Is  d if fe re n t .  R ight now we r e a l l y  do not have 
a very  c lear p o lic y  on how 1t should work. We are working on 1t and 1t Is so rt o f an ongoing
th in g . Right now we are m ainly ju s t  worried about the shortage and those kinds of th in g s . But the
houses are maintenance fre e , there 1s no more f in a n c ia l re s p o n s ib il ity  on the part o f the housing 
s o c ie ty ,  they become the persons re s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r tak ing  care of them, the power, water, and 
heating .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anything fu rth e r Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: What I was sort o f leading up to  was 1f John could see 1n the ren ta l program th a t Is 
now adm inistered by the housing asso cia tion , what re n ta l houses In the other communities have 1n 
the past been turned over to the people l iv in g  in  them fo r  whatever cost, maybe a d o lla r  and up and 
maybe become owned houses, now some tenants do not p a r t ic u la r ly  wish to  to th is ,  I t  would appear 
that there Is a very e f f ic ie n t  and successful housing so c ie ty  In Fo rt Good Hope, would there be any 
m erit In  the housing so c ie ty  tak ing  over the whole block o f rental u n its , ra th e r than the 
In d iv id u a l tenants?

MR. T 'SELEIE: As I was saying before , I know the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  has approached the band a couple
o f times about th a t. The housing so c ie ty  is  not In te rested  In g e ttin g  1n to ju s t  c o lle c t in g  
re n ts . I f  we were allowed more leeway, more room, more resources to do that jo b , then I  th ink 
discussions could  s ta r t  on I t .  I t  went to the p o in t where the corporation was ta lk in g  about 
handing over these u n its  fo r one d o lla r  each to the people, and then 1t would become the 
re s p o n s ib il it y  o f the s o c ie ty  to  adm inister I t .  But we did not fe e l that we had a good enough deal 
t "  maintain the houses. There 1s s t i l l  a lo t  o f community work to  be done on 1t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. John, I w i l l  ask the same question that I am probably going
to  be asking 1n a ll the communities that we v is i t .  As fa r as the band or the lo c a l housing 
a u th o r ity  goes, do you designate houses to In d iv id u a ls  to  fam ilies  based on need, Income, amount of 
people in  fam ily?  What do you see as fa r as a ce rta in  amount o f houses, say designated fo r  the 
Western A rc t ic ,  how should they be allocated?

MR. T 'SELEIE: I do not fee l that houses should be a llocated  on the basis of which MLA screams the
loudest fo r  housing. I fe e l that i t  should be a llocated  on the basis o f need, where the need Is 
g re a te s t. That Is a p o lic y  I would lik e  to see the government fo llo w . I f  I could ju s t  say fo r  the 
record , since 1975, which is nine years ago, there  have been no pub lic  houses b u i l t  In  Fo rt Good 
Hope.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, ju s t  one more question . John, dc you feel there 1s a need
fo r  s in g le  accommodations in  Fo rt Good Hope?

MR. T'SELEIE: Yes, there  is a need fo r  almost any kind o f accommodation.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Pedersen.
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MR. PEDERSEN: A short question , Mr. Chairman. John mentioned there have been no p u b lic  houses
b u i l t  or a llocated  In F o r t  Good Hope since 1975. Does F o rt Good Hope want p u b lic  housing or Is I t  
a preference to continue w ith  an upscaled HAP program?

MR. T 'SELEIE: The housing so c ie ty  has had a lo t  of app lica tio ns from people who are l iv in g  In
ren ta l housing to  be on a home-ownership program. So going from th a t ,  ! would hsvc to  ; sy th a t 
people fee l they should be l iv in g  1n accommodations that^they fe e l they own, or that goes closer to  
th a t kind o f p o lic y ,  ra th e r than being tenants. I  th ink an upscaled home-ownership program would 
be our preference.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any fu rth e r  questions? Mr. T 'S e le le , I f  I may, the housing so c ie ty  o f
F o rt  Good Hope was set up o r ig in a l ly  so th a t you could rece ive  the funding d ire c t ly  fo r  houslnq 
under the p i lo t  p ro jec t 1s that correct?

MR. T 'SELEIE : Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Who are the s ign in g  o ff ic e rs  o f the society?

MR. T 'SELEIE: The s ign ing  o f f ic e r  o f the s o c ie ty  Is the secre ta ry  treasu rer.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Only one? Mr. Tony Grandjatnbe.

MR. TONY GRANDJAMBE: I am the band manager fo r  the community co u n c il. The way the housing so c ie ty  
is set up Is ,  we have the se cre ta ry  tre asu re r and our fin a n c ia l c o n tro lle r  o v e ra ll In the 
community, he Is not the sole s ign in g  a u th o r ity  but he has to s ign  a ll documents, e s p e c ia lly  
dealin g  w ith  the banks. There are three o th er d ire c to rs  and any one of them have to  sign a lso.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are those d ire c to rs  members o f the band o r members o f the community
c o u n c il.

MR. TONY GRANDJAMBE: They are members of the com un lty  coun c il.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I am not sure than whether I should be addressing th is  question to you or 
to  John, Under the p ilo t  p ro je c t , who a llocated  those homes to in d iv id u a ls , or were they requested 
by In d iv id u a ls?

MR. T 'SELEIE: The housing so c ie ty  a llocated  them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Does the so c ie ty  under the con tractu ra i arrangement you have w ith HAP.
does the so c ie ty  a llo c a te  those un its?

MR. T 'SELEIE: Yes. What we did w ith the p i lo t  p ro jec t was we had a p u b lic  meeting with a l l  those 
who wanted housing, then we drew up a c r i t e r ia  at that pu b lic  meeting as to who should get houses. 
The people who f e l t  they should have housing, spoke up fo r  themselves and ju s t i f ie d  to the rest as 
to why they should have the housing ra ther than somebody e lse . I th ink i t  worked very  w e ll .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any fu rth e r questions. Thank you very much, Mr. T 'S e le le . You can fin d  
your other hat now. Again lad les and gentlemen, as Mrs. Lawrence has ind icated to  you, we would 
appreciate hearing from anybody here th is  evening, about any concern you may have about housing. 
So I f  there are those o f you who would l ik e  to ta lk  about the problems o f housing, we would 
encourage or plead with you to come forward and make a statement so that we could hear more. I am 
not t r y in g  to  steal Mrs. Lawrence's thunder, I f  you l ik e ,  I know she Is very concerned - -  she wculd 
l ik e  to see the women of the community g ive th e ir  concerns about housing as w e ll.  Mind you I am
not l im it in g  the re s t  of the evening to  the women, but we would hope to  hear other comments about
housing from th is  la rge  g a th erin g . Mr. Barnaby.

MR. BARNABY: I am on the band council in Good Hope. As was mentioned before, there has always
been a problem w ith  housing, e s p e c ia lly  since the t e r r i t o r ia l  government got Involved in I t .  I f
you look back to before the government moved North, I mean everybody owned and b u ilt  th e ir  own
^ s e s  and had re s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r  everyth ing  they decided. They did I t  fo r  themselves. About I960 
or 1969, there was a big push by the government to change e v e r y th u j around. I guess i t  involved 
e ve ryth in g , but i t  also invo lved  housing. There was a lo t  of time and money spent introducing a 
new renta l program o f housing. At th a t time people were promised that they would pay a couple of 
bucks a month and they would have a lower re n ta l u n it , that is what they were c a lle d . So that was 
a p re tty  good deal, you get a ll your e le c t r ic i t y  and fuel o il plus the house fo r  two d o lla rs  a
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Along with that a lo t  o f the old houses were destroyed. At that time there  was no c o u n c ils , 
nothing to advise the t e r r i t o r ia l  government, they did not recognize the band co u n c ils , they d id  
not ta lk  to  them. So a lo t  o f the houses were destroyed, some o f them were pushed over w ith  ca ts , 
seme o f these people s t i l l  do not have houses. Th e ir houses were never replaced. A lso  they would 
have had rto choice but a re n ta l house, tnat means th e ir  houses were taken away from them and then 
they would have to  ren t from the people who took them away.

That 1s some of the problems. Later on, even a fte r  there was a coun c il there was a lo t  of problems 
w ith  the Housing C o rp o ra tio n . He used to  deal through In u v lk  at that tim e. A t that time we had a 
settlement council and we used to  have a b a tt le  a l l  the tim e with the housing people when they came 
1n. The people had no con tro l of the program at a l l .  They were to ld  what they were g e tt in g  and 
th a t was a l l  there was to  11, there was no room to ne go tia te . And then, In between the government 
and the people who were com plaining, was the housing a sso c ia tio n , they were taking a ll the abuse 
and r e a l ly  they could not do anything because they had no a u th o r ity  to change anyth ing.

F in a l ly ,  a f te r  a lo t  o f s tru gg le  and ta lk in g  about I t ,  the people decided not to  continue that 
re n ta l program anymore. So what has happened since then, was to work toward home-ownership, which 
was what we had befo re . People had th e ir  own houses and were responsib le  fo r  everyth ing  In the 
houses, the re p a irs , water, heat, e ve ry th in g . We saw that as a good th ing  at that tim e, not o n ly 
fo r  housing but s o c ia l ly ,  good fo r  the fa m ily  and ch ild ren  and so on.

I guess i t  1s s t i l l  no c o n tro lle d  enough. The complaints 1n the past were because we did not have 
enough co n tro l here to chose what we wore g e tt in g  in  terms o f the housing program. I guess that Is  
what we are fin d in g  out —  we s t i l l  do n 't have enough c o n tro l. The reason I am b rin g in g  th is  up Is 
because there  Is a recommendation tha t we should decide fo r  ourselves how the funds are s p l i t  up 
between new housing, re p a ir of e x is t in g  housing, and so on. Because r ig h t  now 1f you have a house 
th a t could be repaired , you have no money to re p a ir  1t, the only choice you have 1s to  b u ild  a new 
house and then you have a house that 1s liv a b le  w ith minor re pa irs  and there 1s no program to  cover 
1 t. So the community should have funds coming 1n to  make sure that I t  Is put to  the best use.

Another th in g  Is th a t there c a n 't  be o n ly  one housing program fo r  the whole NWT. There has to be 
more d iffe rences fo r  l i f e s t y le s  1n d if fe re n t  parts o f the cou n try , and so on. There should be more 
n ego tia tion s with the community on what kind of program th ey need and how they would d e liv e r  I t .  
As long as they d e liv e r  what they promise, that should be I t .  Sometimes there is too much 
In te rfe re n c e .

The reason I  am b rin g in g  up these past problems and the problems now 1s because I agree w ith  the 
recommendation that we should be handling the housing here. We know what most of the people need 
and I th ink we would make the best choices here in the community. That Is a l l  I have to say fo r  
now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): George, there may be questions, i f  you would ju s t hang on fo r  a minute. 
Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: I th in k  George Barnaby has summed up the whole problem, c e r ta in ly  the h is to ry  of 
1 t. I am v e ry  fa m ilia r  w ith i t  because I  was part of th a t program. I th ink the f a l l in g  o f the 
housing d e liv e ry  program, w ith  the Housing C orpora tion , always has been tha t there has been no 
con su lta tion  with com m inltles, they have never allowed the communities to  have any contro l 
whatsoever. I th ink  that a home-ownership program where people have contro l over what they get, 
the type of housing, and some degree 1n q u a n tity , is s o c ia l ly  good fo r  the community. I  th ink  that 
has always been neglected by the Housing C o rp o ra tio n , they concentrated on the techn ica l part o f 
p ro v id in g  a s h e lte r, fo rg e tt in g  that p ro v id in g  a sh e lte r Is  a tremendously la rge  part o f the socia l 
make-up of th e  community, i t  is  a fte r a ll where people l i v e .  The problem alwqys has been tha t the 
corporation has always d e live red  to the communities what th ey think 1s good, instead of le t t in g  the 
communities get In on what they feel they need and what they want.

That the communities are d if fe re n t ,  1s ab so lu te ly  c o rrec t to o . We are r e a l ly  f in d in g  that out on 
th is  tour we are do ing. I am very  g ra te fu l to be able to be here to n ig h t. I  have l iv e d , fo r  over 
30 years , north  of here on the A rc t ic  Coast and I have never been to a Dene community u n t i l  th is  
to u r .  I have never had the o p p o rtu n ity . I have never seen how lo g  houses are b u i l t .  I  know that 
you r MLA, John T 'S e le le ,  when he was In the Eastern A rc t ic  w ith us had the same kind of 
experience. For the f i r s t  time ever we saw something e lse  and re a liz e  a lo t  b e tte r ju s t  how 
d if fe re n t  communities are.
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In  a place In B a ffin  Is lan d  c a lle d  Pangnlrtung, I  d o n 't be lieve  anybody believed when people ta lked  
about how strong the winds are. But the wind Is  so strong there  that the houses are anchored In to  
bedrock w ith cables over the ro o f, so they do n 't blow away. Unbelievable! And o bv iou s ly  such a 
place requ ires a d if fe re n t  program from what F o rt Good Hope woud re q u ire . I know th «t Is  ne ithe r a 
question nor an answer but more o f a comnent. But I  want to  assure George and anybody e lse here 
that anything tha t Is said Is  recorded and w i l l  be lis tened  to  and w i l l  be presented by the one
body. Ho arc Members sf the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly onu a ll we need is  to  convince the re s t  of the
Assembly, the m a jo rity  o f them. The Assembly a f te r a l l  Is the body tha t a llocates that one and most 
Important th ing  fo r any program, and th a t 's  the money. I f  we are ever going to get the proper 
housing program and the Improvements that we seek, I t  w i l l  come out of th is  committee.

I want to  thank George fo r  h1s comments. I thought they were r e a lly  e xce lle n t because th ey r e a l ly
summed up the problems, c e r ta in ly  the ph ilosoph ica l problems o f housing over the years.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. B a llantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Before I ask my question , I would l ik e  to say th a t the comments made by Mr.
Barnaby and by Tom and John and the C h ie f, strengthen the comments made In every s in g le  community. 
Every community we have v is ite d  have said that they want more local c o n tro l. Your comments are 
very h e lp fu l because th a t strengthens us when we make recommendations to  the Assembly.

The question I have, I want to  know your fe e lin g s  about whether or not home-ownership Is  going to  
t o t a l l y  solve the problems of housing. The fe e lin g  In  other communities 1s tha t there w i l l  always 
be people who w i l l  not be able to  a ffo rd  to operate a house, even 1f they get the house fo r  
noth ing, w ithout some form  of assistance. I understand fo r the last n ine  years you have got no new 
pu b lic  housing u n its . Oo you see a b ig  need now and 1n the fu tu re  for pu b lic  housing u n its?

MR. GEORGE BARNABY: No, not r ig h t  now. That might change, but I don’ t  hlnk so. I th in k  the b ig
push Is fo r  home-ownership. 1 th ink  that Is  what the m a jo rity  o f people want here.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum). Thank you, Mr. Barnaby. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I know e x a c tly  what you are ta lk in g  about, when they
f i r s t  Introduced that housing program In the NWT, I know the fe e lin g . Most people owned th e ir  own 
homes at that tim e. I remember they came to my parents who lived in  a nice log home that iqy
grandfather had b u i l t ,  and we were born and ra ised In that house —  th e  government moved in and
said  tha t they could move In to  th is  new house fo r  two d o lla rs  a month and over a period of time 
they would a c tu a lly  own the home. In the process, not even f1ye years la te r , they s ta r t  p u ttin g  
the rent up and they could not keep up at times because they were o ld. In the meantime, they had 
destroyed th is  log home, I t  was a home fo r me, the l i t t l e  box s ty le  house was no home.

I guess that 1s one of the reasons I was very  In te re ste d  1n th is  Special Coim lttee on Housing. Now 
th a t my parents are both gone, I have no home to go to when I go back to  Fort R eso lu tion . The same 
th ing  happened to  other fa m ilie s  as w e ll,  where they encouraged them to move In to  th is  two d o lla r  a 
month house and to ld  them they would own I t ,  they destroyed th e ir  other home. These same fa m ilie s  
today have a heck of a time keeping up w ith th e ir  re n t. The ren t went up so h ig h , to the point o f 
where 1t was 25 per cent on th e ir  gross s a la ry , even 1f you both work, husband and w ife , they base 
the rent on the combined s a la ry . I t  Is causing a lo t  of problems and a lo t o f people are going 
back to home-ownership. I ju s t  want to  t e l l  you that I  know e x a c tly  what you are ta lk in g  about. I  
am one of the v ic tim s of those decisions that were made at one tim e, when we could not p a r t ic ip a te , 
we were not Involved, they pushed a l l  the gu ide lin es and p o lic ie s  down our throat to a p o in t where 
they lo s t a ll the contro l of the funding and e ve ry th in g . Now they come back to the people and now 
we are g e ttin g  back on our fe e t again. So I ju s t  wanted to say that I  know the fe e lin g  that you 
are going through.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Further questions? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. As fa r as the home-ownership program goes, most of the
people th a t did get houses through the SSHAG or HAP program could afford  to get these houses, are 
there any pensioners or w elfare  re c ip ie n ts  under that program?

MR. GEORGE BARNABY: I do n 't th ink so. I am not r ig h t  in th e re , I am not In the so c ie ty  but I
th ink m ostly  young fa m ilie s  are the hardest up fo r  housing because we haven 't had houslnq fo r  au lte  
a w h ile .
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MR. GARGAN: I  w i l l  e laborate fu rth e r rega rd ing  Mr. B a lla n tyn e 's  question . I f  that 1s the case, I t
1s o n ly  the younger people who can get In to  these houses - -  do you s t i l l  fe e l that there  Is  a need 
fo r housing fo r  the pensioners and the w e lfa re  re c ip ie n ts ?

MR. GEORGE BARNABY: I d o n 't know. 1 guess I f  there Is ,  w ill  do I t .  We want more c o n tro l,  we
want to  make those decisions here . I f  there Is a need fo r  I t  then n a tu ra lly  we w i l l  do something 
about I t  here. I guess ra ther than have th ings decided by everyone e lse , 1t Is  b ette r that we move 
fu rth e r  and fu rth e r away from th a t. G ive us the money and then we w i l l  c a rry  out whatever Is 
agreed to .

MR. GARGAN: R ight now the rent scale fo r  people l iv in g  In  northern p u b lic  housing 1s based on
Income. Do you think I t  should be based on Income or sources of Income? In other words, I f  you 
are In  a chancey occupation, say hunting and tra p p in g , you should get a c e rta in  scale you are 
under. I f  you are a w e lfa re  re c ip ie n t ,  you should get a d if fe re n t  sca le. I f  you are a f u l l  time 
employee, you should get a d if fe re n t  sca le . Do you think th a t Is a fa ir  way of doing It?

MR. GEORGE BARNABY: I do n 't know but I keep going back to  having c o n tro l. Something was o ffe red
to us which was already set up. We did not set I t  up ourse lves, we are not n e go tia tin g  anything 
new. I guess I could say that we are not s a t is f ie d  w ith tha t program. I f  we are going to  take 
over a public housing program then we would want to  set I t  up ourselves, the way I t  runs, the rent 
sca le , e ve ryth in g . Instead of tak ing  over something that Is  set up by somebody e lse .

MR. GARGAN: For Fort Good Hope, I  guess home-ownership 1s an Ideal th in g . But 1f you look at the
Eastern A rc t ic ,  the s itu a tio n  Is d if fe re n t  there. They could never afford  to own th e ir  own houses 
because I t  costs too much to  b u ild .  When I was asking about the rent sca le , i t  Is ju s t more or 
less to  find out I f  there was a ren t sc a le , what k ind  of rent scale you would l ik e  to see. I f  you 
have no comment, that 1s okay. But I t  Is  probably a question that w il l  be asked. What John was 
saying before, depending cn the geographical lo c a tio n  and the community I t s e l f ,  you would probably 
get d if fe re n t  answers to  these questions. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Further questions? Perhaps I may be allowed to  Just query a couple of
things of Mr. Barnaby. George, I  understand that you would p refer to have to ta l con tro l in  the 
a llo c a tio n  of homes, 1n the s ize  o f homes b u i l t  to s a t is fy  the requirement of who w i l l  get the home 
—  I understand I f  you had the money, you could do that - -  could you give us an Idea of what you 
would consider would be an average s ize  of home fo r  Good Hope? What would s a t is fy  people 1n the 
community? For example, can you Ind ica te  whether i t  should be 1000 square fe e t or m etres, 900 
square fe e t, 1500 square fe e t, what would you consider a good size o f a home fo r  a fa m ily  In  Good 
Hope? And can you g ive  me an idea of what you th ink  I t  would cost to  bu ild  that?

MR. GEORGE BARNABY: I do n 't know.

•— Laughter

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Okay, I am asking the wrong guy, maybe 1 should have asked I t  of Tony or 
of Tom. Leave the question of the cost aside. Could you g ive  me an In d ica tion  of what you would 
think would be an Id e a lly  sized home?

MR. GEORGE BARNABY: No, 1 c a n 't .  Like 1 said 1 am not th a t Involved in the housing program at 
a l l .  But I know a lo t  of the problems w ith  running a housing program, but I never had money to 
build a house, so I wouldn 't know.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Maybe I could phase i t  d i f fe r e n t ly .  I am not t r y in g  to lead up to
anyth ing, so I have nothing untoward In I t , .  Since you are on the band coun cil you o bv iou s ly  get 
some feedback from people in the community, what is  the fe e lin g  of people who have a 2000 square 
foot home as opposed to  people who are l i v in g  in sm aller homes, 1s there any fe e lin g  th a t you hear 
o f any kind of anim osity amongst people tha t somebody Is g e tt in g  a la rge  home and somebody e lse  has 
to stay 1n a sm aller home?

MR. GE0.1GE BARNABY: There might be but I haven 't heard anything.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I ju s t have one fu rth e r q uest.я. ,n t ills  business o f c o n tro ll in g  1n a
community. I appreciate that 1t would work here 1n th is  community, 1t is  a f a i r l y  t ig h t  k n it 
community, but some of us represent sm aller communities or la rge r communities, do you think that 
that k ind  of concept should go throughout the communities or go back to what you o r ig in a l ly  said 
f i r s t  th a t there are d iffe re n t kinds o f housing fo r  d iffe re n t  areas and there are d iffe re n t 
circumstances?
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HR. GEORGE BARNABY: I guess there are differences. I think the contunltlei should have a choice
of whet kind of progras they have and how 1t Is handled.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. NcCallum): Thank you very Much, George. Mr. firandjembe.

MR. TONY GRANDJAMiiC: Before I get Into the whole housing progrin, I  would like to speak on behalf 
of an elder here. He Indicated to н  that he was one of the original people who had his house torn 
down by Indian A ffa irs and was proailsed to get a bigger, nicer house. This never occured and right 
now he is liv in g  in a lit t le  one-room shack about the size of a porch. I f  anyone of the cornaitt*e 
Members would like  to take a look 1 can show you afterwards.

I  was Involved with the NUT Housing Corporation since 1977. I have worked for the* as a program 
delivery o fficer for three and one-half years. I f  the Housing Corporation was Implemented 1n the 
righ t way 1n the beginning, with proper community consultation, I don't think we would have run 
Into the problems we in the Territories are In right now. The main reason that people got Into the 
home-ownership program here Is because the NWTHC got Involved In the SSHA6 program. I  was one of 
the ones that Introduced I t  to Good Hope at that time. I was working in the Inuvik d is tric t. As I 
say the Implementation was not wrong but It was not organized 1n the proper way. It was a fa irly  
new organization because 1t began in 1974 and I think If  there was a lot of itudy done I think It  
would have worked out properly, rather than the mess were are into right now.

The rental housing program, from my personal point of view, was implemented wrong. Especially 1n a 
community lik e  this where everyone at one time or another had their own homes. Who lives In rental 
housing would not matter because everyone has different Incomes, there are people who have social 
assistance who live  In northern rental housing or public housing. It  would be Ideal for people If  
they could pay S28 a month for the rest of their lives. They have the comforts. But again, It  
does not give an Incentive to the communities. So the approach that Good Hope has taken is more of 
one of where people want to make everything worth-while for their families and the future of thalr 
fam ilies.

I  also would like  to say that with tht home-ownership program that It  has been a success after more 
control was given to the community. People know what kind of houses they want. They don't want 
big fancy houses, they want bigger houses. If  everyone had their way and they had enough money to 
build thalr house they would make the most use of tha money allocated to them. So myself, 
personally, I would like  to see the home-ownership program pursued in this conminlty as long as It  
1s alive and being Implemented from the corporation. That is Just basically what I wanted to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Thank you, Tony. Are there questions of Mr. Grandjambn? Mr. Ballantyne.

NR. BALLANTYNE: I wonder I f  I could follow-up on the que«'1on that both Sam and 1 asked previously 
about tha need for public housing 1л the comnunlty. It  ia my impression that there always w ill be 
soma people unable to maintain a house that they own and they have to have some form of 
assistance, but 1 wonder is there a 11st now of people who have applied fo r public housing? There 
has been nothing b u ilt fo r nine years. Is that because there is no need for It  or because the 
Housing Corporation has said "we w ill not give you any"?

MR. TONY GRAND JAMBE: 1 understand there 1s a need for housing but not basically public housing.
I f  everybody had their way» the people in the public housing units could throw out the furnace and 
put In an o il or wood stove rather than a furnace. A lot of the luxuries that you have in these 
public housing units are not even wanted by the tenants.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. HcCallum): Thank you. Are there further questions? Mr. Gargan?

MR. SAM GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairmen. Tony, when you get Into a homeownershIp type program
there 1s an incentive to get Into that program 1f they —  1 guess my question would be, met do you 
mean by incentive as far as the home-ownership program goes because I am a bit lost. I f  you are 
getting something given to you, I do not know «mat kind of Incentive you have unless you are a wage 
earner and you are making good money. But for the people 1n ,«Ы1с housing that are on social 
assistance, there is  no incentive for them to go to work because they would rather pay a small 
amount of rent rather than go Into the wage, economy and pay a large amount of rent. So I guess I 
am a lit t le  b it confused as to what you mean by Incentive.

MR. TONY GRANOJAMBE: I think there again you hava to approach the Individual. Because there is a
shortage right now, I  think If  people would move out IF they were given another heme-ownership 
program grant, I think they would move out and build their own out of that money I f  1t 1s allocated



04/24/02 WED 10:21 PAZ 6070204077 LAKE AWRY NT -»•** WCI

-  259 -

a o o o

î ! n t h! ^ r  r W t l  * •  1ncert 1 v *  11 tt» tt  you b uild y o u r own hOUSt tha wqy you
d f î hî r!  î ' *  reJ K .1 ,t l o n *  th » t  • *« * ,ybo ty h a t to fo llo w » fI r a  coda»,

a  п и - с м ^ Л . i!*  bM t o  W° by the Ш  re g u la tio n s . But tha 1 néant 1 va is always the re.
f2 iL "UCh 1f thty b u ilt something thansalves and they know they cm I t .  ty

rente? J ^ ? íeiî r ih ,p JE ? fr|e.*  °W4»*d to rental housing Is thera Is no tncaatfva ftrental housing at a ll, the way tha housing program has been laid on Urn paopla in tha p u t.

(Hr. ^ e a ^ ) :  Are thw ^arv further questions of Hr. «rendJMbm? Could I Just carry on 
available for " î  * * " yM 44y ho***<n<ner*hlp w* home-ownership i f  there are grants made

HR. TONY 6RANDJAMBE: Yos.

SÜ SSB  Mh,at 11 the responsibility of tha aalactnd ownerT What do you sen thaselected owner putting into home-ownership? What would he put Into i t !

4 . flíl4  Wíl1? °"* of the euldellnas Is that you hava to put so 
u ^ n  tÔ th -^h íí^  i l t .~ ^ ,con»,truŨt  °"»ofJ ° f  Ьшлв> otherwise if  you do not do anything on I t  It is^up to tha housing society to allocate that house to somebody also that w ill work wd build that

CHAIRMAN {Nr. HcCallum): Is that the practice now In Good Hope?

MR. TONY GRANOJANBEr So fa r as I know a ll the houses have bean bu ilt so I 
experience In that situation. Thera has been no situation Ilka  that yet. do net tee any

CHAIRMAN HcCallum)t But one Individual cannot build these homes by himself. Ha requires sons 
I think that la why the LIP grants or the federal assistance for labour waa In and that Is 

where the d iffic u lty  came in tha past when that was taken way. You were able to hire somebody and
SSdk2 S i Í5 ?  í r ø S ?  *fJ th the pnot preJwet. You took paopla Into the community; you

Î? 9* «4  he p the home, even though the individual also put soma of Ms awn «sait 
equity into It .  But you naan hone-ownership with a grant from the government of X doll art?

i  L*0 no!  th!i* h4,1f th* iroopia In the community would be able to afford
Z ^ ^ J S u ^ , ' Z V X î ^ , ^ ! S ĩ i . m  ’  "  '*  •“ "**"» “  “ • • "i... »

CHAIRMAN (Mr. HcCallum); Are there further queatlons? Eliza?

WS. LAWRENCE: Thank you. ! Just want to ask Hr. firondjambe If he can take us to this alder
persons-shack after the meeting? I would lik e  to set i t .  9 ,

MR. TONY GRANDJAMBE; Okay, but 1 have to ask him again if  ho It w illin g  or not. 
tha outer part. * I can show you

CHAiRMAN (Mr. McCallum): And I take it ,  i f  I may again Tony, that If  tha community had control of 
Tuncllrsg that it  is  conceivable that there would be something done to help people such ts tha 

'1Йп1м*1ц-уви *rf  TOI king about, the older, get a better home 1f you had theTlnd of funding 
f ï i l ' Î . I û  “ C4UIV  kr»w thet under the homeowner ship assistance program the Individual has to put 
to** * ^  ^  ***** equity and It would be vary d iffic u lt to ask a lo t of the elders to put that sweet equity into ite

MR. TONY ORA NO JAMBE: Okay, there are a lot of other progress that could be applied here. Lika you 
"ÎÎÎk íí? *  ***p9**iey repair program, the senior citizens repair program and I do not know If  the 
ranabllltatlon home-ownership assistance program s t ill exists, but I  think 1f more and mora of 
those programs were available to the communities I think a lot of people would upgrade their house 
rather than ask for a new one. As 1t Is, a lot of them are s t il l  In good shape and a ll they need 
is a repair program.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I only have one final question. Do you know I f  any of the senior
citizens repair money came to this community In thw past year!
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MR. TONY GRAND JAMBE: We did send In applications but I have not heard as yet If any have been
allocated to Good Hope.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Well, If  there are no further questions of Mr. Grandjambe then I thank
you, Tony, for your comtents.

MR. TONY GRANDJAMBE: I also have this extensive outline of the presentation that was made by 77
earlier and If  the committee would like to bring 1t down to Yellowknife and send us back some 
copies, because our photocopy machine Is not working.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I noticed that In the f irs t page 1t Indicated that there was Information
attached ami I t  Is not attached. Is that what you are referring to?

MR. TONY GRANDJAM8E: Yes, the more Intensive one.

CHAIRMAN (Mr.. McCallum): Well if  you would make that available to Penny, our coordinator then I
шп sure Penny would be able to take It  end шдке copies and send back your copy as well. Are there 
others who would like to talk about housing, and again It can be done either In English or in 
Slavey» so I would hope there is no reluctance to speak because of a language problem. We have 
very good interpreters.

MR. JONAS KAKFWI: My name Is Jonas Kakfwl. I work at the school. I saw you today «round the
house and I Invited you to look at what problems I have, not only me but some of our people, 1n
those rental houses. I would like to repeat some of them, quite a few want to talk so I w ill just

* T * think 1971 was the time they f irs t  brought up those eight rental houses» the ones
that I showed you. At that time щу old man gave his house to us and that was a good log house, but
anyway those houses were coming up so I put in an application. I got one of them, the one I am
S till staying In. At that time It  sounded so good. They said it was only two dollars a month to
start out with. About a few years later they said we could own them. At that time the Inside
looked a .ot better than the way it  Is today. You have seen It .  So I moved In and the next thing
they tore down that house, two good-sized log houses that my dad le ft. One of them was their
living house. The old one was a store. One broke so I went to fix  the Inside. They said those 
houses were no longer ours so they tore them down, got rid of them. I did not know they were
trapping me but now they really got me.

At that time there was no running water or anything. We did not have many problems at that time. 
But those guys did not even ask us how we wanted those houses to be built and I do not think 
anybody ever knew, I have no place to go. At the time that house was s t i l l  up I could have gone 
and asked for a grant of some kind and ĩ could have rebuilt that house» but that was torn down. 
You know the w y It Is? You have to have light a ll day to look around for something Inside the 
kitchen especially. And boy 1n the summer the sun looks so beautiful. It is a good thing we have 
windows 1n the bedroom, but when you go to the kitchen you have to put that light on. And they 
gave us so much power a month, decided our rent. I f  we go over our power limit we have to pay. It  
s i "  between $20 and $30. It does not take much but the power always runs over. The way I am 

thinking these days Is that those people are trying to put us so much In a hole and then they could 
kick us out and make us live back 1n a tent or something.

I have been after that ever since we moved back 1n there to put a window so we can have light in 
there, but no, I got so fed up with asking them so I just gave up on i t .  But I thank you people 
for coming down tc-listen to some of our problems. I hope you can remember and do something about 
it .  I am getting fed up with the place. We want to build our own. I applied for the 
homeownershlp houses last year. There are 30 houses, 30 applications. Some of our friends had no 
houses so they got the firs t chance. Some of us are getting fed up with those houses now. We want 
to get our own. We do not want to see any more of those houses around again, these public houses 
or low rental housing. Some of us were all overcrowded. Not. only me. We were nine in the family 
with the wife and I but there are some bigger families In the same three bedroom house. We want to 
build our own. That is the problem we have in Good Hope. Thanks for coming to v is it our l i t t le

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Jonas. You say that you have asked the local association to
put a window 1n the kitchen and they have said no they would not7 Did they tell you why they would
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MR. JONAS KAKFWI: No. A friend of mine last fa ll put a window 1n by himself and this person Just 
about got Into trouble over that. They said the next time 1f anybody does the same thing he w ill 
pay for the work that he did In there. And there are some powers that are not working even today.
I asked the wife how the powers are and she said some plugs are not working. You have seen that
porch of mine/ One o f  these days that porch will just fa ll ever and there could he tnmp storage In 
there. Another thing, 1f that place ever catches fire , like the furnace, It  could blow up. I do
not think you have enough time to reach that door. There are two doors right across from the other
on one side. The main part does not have anything. If  there happens to be a fire and you want to 
get out, well maybe I could jump, but there are 10 foot walls from the window. But what about the 
kids? You are not going to throw a l i t t le  kid through the window just to try  and save him. That 
1s all I have to say now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): There may be some questions of you, Jonas, 1f you would not mind. Mrs.
Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Jonas, you said you are working at the school. Is that correct?

MR. JONAS KAKFWI: Yes.

MRS. LAWRENCE: You also mentioned that when you firs t moved Into your house you were paying rent
of eight dollars a month. Now, do you mind 1f I ask you how much they have hiked up your rent? 
How much are you paying for It now?

MR. JONAS KAKFWI: Now? Well Inuvik Is collecting my rent out of my paycheque and It  is $133.40 I
think, every two weeks.

MRS. LAWRENCE: $140 every two weeks?

MR. JONES KAKFWI: Yes, $133.40.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Is that Including the power and fuel and that?

MR. JONAS KAKFWI: Yes, everything. Plus I f  my power goes over, as I mentioned, It  always comes to 
$20 or $30. Even In the suimiertime it 1s s t il l  the same.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there further questions of Mr. Kakfwi? Thank you very much, Jonas.
We will take your comments.

MR. LOUIS BOUCAN: (Translation) They tore down our houses. They promised us new houses so they
destroyed all our old houses. Especially my place. They said they will build me a new house and 
we will get rid of your log house. I had quite a big house with an upstairs. They lied to me and
said they were going to give me a new house and that 1s why I did that. Next thing you know they
bulldozed the building. After that they told me to haul the logs for щу house. Now 1t Is standing
across. Right beside was my dad's house. What I am living In now Is too small. Even 1f you stay- 
alone they should have given me a big house with everything in 1t. I am not the only one they did 
that to. There are lots of people In town that they did that to. The government should not He 
like that to people. I f  they are going to build houses it  should be for the comfort of the person 
living 1n It . I just said a few words, but 1f you want me to talk some more I w ill talk some more.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Sure, you could stay, Mr. Boucan and continue.

MR. LOUIS BOUCAN: (Translation) When I talk I want everybody to hear me.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): We w ill, all the time.

MR. LOUIS BOUCAN: (Translation) If  the government wants to give us houses, even i f  they are small,
they should be comfortable for one person at least. Bigger houses are not the only kind Of 
buildings that the government Is spending money on. I have a small building but I have one lights 
In one month my light b ill is sometimes $10, sometimes $15, sometimes $20 for one light. Even for 
that small l i t t le  house the government s t i l l  gets some money out of it  for the power b i l l .  Now 1$ 
not like long time ago. It looks like the government 1s just making our lives for us. I was 
raised up In the bushes so I am a real bushman. I did not want a small house. I do not want to
die In a small house. I have run out of words. Maybe you are wondering where I am coming from. 
Maybe you want to see where I am living?
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CHAÍRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Mr. Boucan, I  wonder I f  you would mind s ta y in g  there . Somebody might
l ik e  to  ask a question of you. Mrs. Lawrence?

MR. LOUIS BOUCAN: (T ra n s la t io n ) The house th a t I  was ta lk in g  about that they destroyed me $700. 
They never gave me back one d o lla r  ye t from th a t. I  had a l i t t l e  shack behind there that I  spent 
540 on. They were working on burning garbage there and they burned that l i t t l e  «h » '*  нп*п

M?SL Luï,REî?CE: Thenk you* Mr> Cha1rman* 1 would ju s t  l ik e  to ask Mr. Boucan I f  he would le t  us 
v i s i t  h is  home.

MR. LOUIS BOUCAN: (T ra n s la tio n ) Yes, that w i l l  be f in e ,
and I  w i l l  be thankful I f  you do th a t.

You can come 1n and take a look Ins ide

MRS. LAWRENCE: Okay, we have to  do tha t to n igh t before we leave. Is that poss ib le?  

MR. LOUIS BOUCAN: (T ra n s la t io n ) Sure, r ig h t  away.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Never too o ld .

MR. LOUIS BOUCAN: (T ra n s la t io n ) Why should I get o ld  when there are lo ts  o f g i r ls .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you v e ry  much, Mr. Boucan. Mashl cho. 
ask Mr. Boucan anything? E l iz a  Is going down to  v i s i t  him.

Would anybody else l ik e  to

MR. LOUIS BOUCAN: 
I know lo ts  about

(T ra n s la t io n ) I f  you want to question me about anything I am a real bushman and 
being a trapper.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): W e ll, Mr. Boucan, there 1s c e r ta in ly  some in te re s t 1n tr y in g  to help your 
s itu a t io n . I  am not too sure what we can do but there must be something tha t can I »  done to help 
th ings and we w i l l  take note o f your s itu a tio n  and I want to thank you very much fo r  your comments^

MR. LOUIS BOUCAN: (T ra n s la t io n ) Thank you 
housing cormilttee.

That 1s the f i r s t  time I  have seen people s i t t in g  on a

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I hope you w ill not be disappointed in what we fina lly  come up with.

î ĩ ; J f „ UÍ S B?UEAN: (Translation) Thank you for listening to me. These are my own words I am
speaking. I do not know how to write but I am just giving you what Is in my mind. I am not 
talking only for myself. I am talking for everybody who has similar living quarters like I have.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Okay, thank you. Are there other people who would like to speak?

«cn A NitV4nnTÊ l : M: -  Cha1rman* JV name is Andy Stewart and I am the chairman of the housing
c ' J , ha« bef V n ^  °ff as the ^airman for the last 10 years. First of all I would 

like to say that most of the tenants are 1n favour of this home-ownership program. I f  they all had 
SU£6 wou1d 9° Into this program, but being 1n rental housing they do not 

member? n? thf o f , . g e t t 1 n g  o n  *he Program. There are always complaints from the tenants, the
E f  ^  t??â d* .The> ®ee 7® have a lot to say from Inuvlk, we are there to make decisions, 
the <S 3 ?ayS Inü^ik that makes all the decisions for us. Any money that comes Into
hSrrf .ven \° vU-S and We*art  forced t0 spend 1t in a certa1n waY and not the way themem|ld!rs w.ant tne money to be spent. What I am saying is that although we are on the
torrent'e,»nrf riny t h !i9 1SiTUnTh- Inuv1k- Actually, the way I see It ,  we are just there to collect 
2  win Í  d 2  r This уеаГ the "'alntenance Is way down. We had the maintenance men but
we did not have the supplies or anything to build or maintain a house properly. There are a lot of 
complaints coming through there for the maintenance part.

Another thing the people do not like about being on the rental scale - -  I might as well say thev
Z I 'S  , '£ t0  1t V he f1/ s*Lplace because U l00ked so good. We have a® lot of t r a ^ rs  l í  
2 2  2  1 ^ use* and i ne,°f the complaints they have 1s when they go out in the bush they s t i l l

* opay rent* wh1ch should not be because they are trying to save, trying to get ahead. There
a ^ d 1sbenoSO: r t h yat°fthWey ^ Г а К  dHr1n> ^  abSe" Ce they а г Л "  *•  t r a p l l i !
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We have just a very few applicants for these rental houses. Everybody wants to get on the 
home-ownership program, so you can see that everybody 1s 1n favour of the homeownershlp program. I 
guess you hear a lot of other complaints right across the territories about rental programs. Host 
of these houses are too small. The f irs t  time they brought them in the people moved 1n there with 
the promises you have heard before, low rent and everything, but now they are stuck 1n them and 
most of their families have grown up and they are s t i l l  forced to live In these small houses. 
Again I would say, the maintenance of these buildings Is very poor. Another thing, most of the
people on the board want to resign because we are not getting very much help from Inuvlk. So 1
think 1n a couple of days we w ill have a lot of resignations when we have the general meeting. So 
If  there are any more questions, you can ask them. '

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much, Andy. Are there questions for Andy Stewart? Mr.
Bal 1antyne?

MR. BALLANTYNE: How many public housing units do you have here 1n Fort Good Hope?

MR. ANDY STEWART: In all I think we have about 28 houses, some public and low rental. Just
another point on that. These public houses are not for sale. In the future some people want to 
buy them but w ill not be able. They w ill have to live 1n there or just give up the houses which I
do not think 1s fa ir. I am living In a low rental which Is up for sale. I could Ьцу I t  when I
could afford I t ,  but the public houses are never to be sold. That Is where a person would be stuck 
1n them.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I wonder, how many of these 28 units have been rehabed, and have you applied to
have any others rehabed?

MR. ANDY STEWART: Most of the 28 were rehabed the last couple of years but there was a very poor 
job done on most of the public houses. There were deficiencies In them and It took quite a while
for them to go back and f ix  them, 1f they were fixed at a ll. A very poor job was done on them.
They were rehabbed but there were a lot of deficiencies. Does that answer your question?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Yes, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan?

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Stewart, do you think that the 28 public housing units 
should be put up for sale?

MR. ANDY STEWART: I do not see why they made the policy not to sell them 1n the f irs t  place.

MR. GARGAN: So you think we should do away with that policy then?

MR. ANDY STEWART: They should.

MR. GARGAN: Okay. My other question is with regard to operation maintenance of houses, do you
think a tenant should be paying full rent 1f their house Is not maintained to Its fullest?

MR. ANDY STEWART: I do not think that would be fa ir to ask a tenant to be paying when his house Is
not maintained.

MR. GARGAN: My last question 1s, referring to the public houses again, do you think It 1s fa ir for 
the people working outside the community to be paying rent based on their incomes outside their 
community?

MR. ANDY STEWART: Would you rephrase that question please? ,

MR. GARGAN: Do you think it is fair for people living 1n public houses, but working outside the
community, should be paying rent based on their income from outside the community? For example,
people working in Norman Wells. They are living there while they are working and they are also
paying rent when they are working within the company, and then going back to the community and 
paying rent on their own house here.
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MR. ANDY STEWART: I do not think that Is very fa ir to the person himself because I f  lie 1s paying 
rent in another place, 1t Is over h1s Income by the time he comes back and he has a big b ill  here.

MR. GARGAN: I guess the same would apply for hunters and trappers too?

MR. ANDY STEWART: Yes, that Is one of the complaints that we always have, that a person moves out 
'** •."* ~ ŝh employ himself when there Is no employment here, they should have some way of 
cutting the rent right down. In the years before they made 1t look so good that you pay two 
dollars and now It  Is right to the lim it where a guy just about cannot afford It .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there further questions of Mr. Stewart? Mr. T'Selele?

üü^T,SEL*iE:  1 this clear. Are you te lling us that the Housing Corporation has
told you that none of the public housing units In Fort Good Hope are up for sale?

MR. ANDY STEWART: Yes, that Is one of the policies we have that no rentals could be sold. They 
were never meant to be for sale. This was brought up a few times but the answers were always the 
same, that they would not be sold.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I do not want to have It taken wrong, but I think the reason why, Andy, 
public housing Is not for sale and low rentals are Is because 90 per cent of public housing Is 
federal money. I t  Is not so much the Government of the Northwest Territories or the Houslnq 
Corporation s Policy, It  Is the fact that the federal government has put up 90 per cent of the cost 
and therefore the federal government w ill not allow 1t. It Is not a Housing Corporation policy. 
I t  Is because the Housing Corporation borrowed from CMHC, Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation. 
90 per cent of the cost of that. They have to pey that money back, and that Is why there Is a 
difference between public housing and low rental. Other questions of Mr. Stewart? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I wonder does your housing association belong to a regional federation of housing?

MR. ANDY STEWART: We formed a regional society -  not a society, It  was formed just this spring. 
We belong to the Great Bear region I f  that 1s what you mean. That is Inuvlk, Good Hope, Norman and 
rranĸiin and Norman wells.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Have you been part of It long enough to have decided whether
and 1t helps you to meet with other communities to talk about your problems? It  Is a good thing

MR. ANDY STEWART: 
good thing or not 
out. It  should.

We do talk about the problems but we have not made up our mind whether It Is a 
We just formed that this spring and we do not know for sure I f  It w ill help us

MR. BALLANTYNE: One more question on a different subject. Do you feel that there 1s need for more 
, I nL  pruograins? „ For Instance, your maintenance people for the housing association Itse lf, 

should the Housing Corporation provide more training programs for your association?

Yes’  ̂ think that Is true. We do have people going out on training programs, 
housing maintenance programs. In fact we have two people going out steady for this tralnlnq. It  
is a good program and a good thing. s

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: You mentioned that your maintenance funds had been cut and have d ifficu lty
maintaining. How many people do you have working on maintenance In your housing association?

MR. ANDY STEWART: We have two people working as maintenance men, one as a trainee and the other Is 
a foreman.

MR. PEDERSEN: And they are both working full-time? 

MR. ANDY STEWART: Yes.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there further questions of Mr. Stewart? Mr. T'Selele?

MR. T'SELEIE: Andy, I know that a couple of years ago some of these houses were rehabbed and
people cc!sp!ained. The pieces “ere fsede toe smell ♦■Hero were nnt ennunh wlnHmrc anti <ппя  
people were saying they could be a fire  hazard and those kinds of things. I wonder 1f the Housing 
Corporation d istrict office has ever answered people's worries on that. Have they ever said 
anything or have they just left 1t?

MR. ANDY STEWART: This fire  hazard question was brought up the firs t time that they built the
houses too close together. Now they have pulled them apart. After reflating, 1n my view, they have 
made a fire  trap out of most of these buildings.

MR. T'SELEIE: What I am asking you 1s, has tnat ever been brought up to them, and I f  It  has been 
brought up to them, then what have they said 1n reply about these places being fire traps?

MR. ANDY STEWART: I do not know how many times this question was brought up to them, but so far
nothing has been done about them. The complaints of small windows and crowded areas, which they 
created 1n these rehab houses were never answered. It was brought up a couple of times, twice for 
sure I know about, and nothing was done about It .  Ĩ do not know the reason why.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Stewart, has a n yb o d y from  th e  d istrict office come down to see the
results of the rehab program in those units that we were looking at today with you?

MR. ANDY STEWART: When they finished these houses there were people coming in and Inspecting them, 
but with the complaints they had they never did anything about them. They knew the complaints and 
they knew the deficiencies at the time and so far nothing has been done, as you saw 1n the house 
the day that you were In. They were built like that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I just have one further question. Do you know 1f the band here In town
has ever attempted to take over the rehab or retrofit program? Have they ever made application to 
the district office or headquarters to take it over?

MR. ANDY STEWART: 
1t.

Not to my knowledge, no. They could have done but I never heard anything pbou$.v

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I said I had one more question and I ain sorry, I have one further;'Otøí»■ 
You said 1n the beginning that tenants want to participate in a home-ownership program but betauti,: 
they are now in rental units, either public housing a n d / o r low rental, that they do not get a ’ 
chance to. Are you saying, in fact, that wien the allocation of these houses are considered that,* 
these people are not considered at that time? '. -‘ i

MR. ANDY STEWART: Could you rephrase that question again please?
}

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are you te lling us that i f  a person Is In a public housing unit or a 1o#i 
rental unit, that when the new home-ownership houses are given out to people, that these people are •'? 
not considered?

MR. ANDY STEWART: I would not say they are not considered. It 1s not fa ir to say that but Ĩ
say that the reason there is because they already have houses and there are other people who | 
have houses and they need the houses more than the people 1n the rental houses.

CHAIRMAN (McCallum): But there might be a situation where somebody in a low rental unit::
public housing unit would have a larger number in the family. They would then go to the nmf:> 
and a person with a smaller number could take over the other ones. Is that a possibility?

MR. ANDY STEWART: It is a possibility, yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there further questions of Mr. Stewart? If  not, thank you very muci 
Mr. Stewart. I appreciate your comments. Does anybody else wish to make a comment on the topic 
subject of housing? State your name. л
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№. TONY GRANDJAMBE: Tony Grandjambe again. I would like to clear up something. Since the last 
time we have had public hous<ng in Good Hope I think It  was decided at that time that the conmunlty 
—  I do not know If  It  was a vote or a BCR passed by the conmunlty council —  that the conmunlty 
did :iot want public housing or any kind of rental housing. As far as the purchase of these 
northern rental units, I remember a few of the original ones that were handed over by Indian 
Atralrs and then taken over by the NWT Housing Corporation and the people that are living In those 
old units should not be assessed as high as they are, even though maybe their Income nrlght say 
otherwise. I know of one case where there Is s t i l l  a honeybucket there and there Is no running 
water. I know for a fact that they are paying way more rent than they should be assessed at. I 
just want to Inform the committee that that decision was made at that time that the conmunlty did 
not want any more rental housing of one kind or another.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much, Tony. I appreciate that because I think that was 
the statement that was made at the time that the community did not want any more low rent or public 
housing 1n here. They wanted to get Into home-ownership, hence came the pilot project and 
everything else. Thank you. Mr. Gargan, did you want to ask Tony a question?

MR. GARGAN: To Mr. Stewart, please. Just one other question I wanted to ask regarding low rental 
or public housing, referring to whether 1t Is fa ir or not that If a family has two people working, 
should they base the rent on both their Income or the Income of the head of the household only?

MR. ANDY STEWART: My answer to that Is I think just the head of the household should pay the 
rent. I think at times when you have two or three of them working, I do not think It  would be fa ir 
to the household Itse lf where they are trying to get ahead. Income should be set on a yearly basis 
because at times you do not make that much.

MR. TOM ERGER: Mr. Chairman, my name Is lorn Erger. I am a housing co-ordinator for the Fort Good 
Hope housing society. I would like this to go on the record to the special conmlttee.. Back a 
couple of years ago — I cannot remember the exact date —  Bob Overvold and myself were In a 
meeting In Yellowknife with V1c Irving, I believe he was the chairman of the Housing Corporation at 
the time and Bob Pilot and we were discussing the terms of that year's agreement. I believe It  was 
1983. I put forth a question to Mr. Irving of how much he thought the ultimate cost of a low 
rental house was In the North. He quoted me just verbally, nothing on paper, but he said that "I 
do not know how the financing works for low rental housing but apparently some of It comes from the 
federal government thruugh CMHC. He Indicated to us that after the Housing Corporation takes out a 
loan and they pay the amortization over a 3P year period, and considering that over a 30 year 
period the rental unit would have to be rehabed, to subsidize the fuel b ill ,  to subsidize the 
electrical b ill and the maintenance, It Is upward of a million dollars per unit. And this came 
from Vic Irving.

This Is just phenomenal to me when you consider that the home-ownership package, say the f irs t  year 
that we delivered for $75,000, a one-shot deal for the government, It 1s Incredible to me that' the 
government or the corporation does not consider the home-ownership program more, I f  that Is what 
the people want. I just want to go on the record that that was a quote that was given to me by the 
chairman of the Housing Corporation at the time. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I think that that Is a good comment to make. It puts everything In a 
proper perspective. The corporation gets a grant of money from the Government of the Northwest 
Territories. There are times when It may do well and other times it may not do well depending upon 
how well the other departments get their share of the pie. I think one of the things that we w ill 
find more and more as a committee is that although education 1s a priority and though languages may 
be a p riority, people across the Territories have another p rio rity, maybe even over and above
th a t. _ N n t t l l< t  t h o  r i n h t  frrt nûf* f h û  c t iû lfa t*  ka >4» t k A  4. ~ I_____ «  I____  ___i т _ * "•
..  . .. . \_7 r  , : — ■ v,,v- ' w' '  ' s' j  a iivn ic i p i iu i  lu jr , majfue even uver ana aoov
that. Not just the right to get the shelter but the right to have a home, and I think there is a

*ПГР h ø tw p ø n  t h p  fw n  япН Ĩ  fh ín L - 4.U.*. ___ -  ___i _____ j  tH&fc
v Э wut vHC * I yi'V l*U IlflVC U llUllie, dllU

difference between the two and I think that we are hearing that more and more. * expect mat t 
will hear 1t again and again as we go through, that i t  1s time maybe that the government took a 
look at Its priorities. That is our responsibility as a committee to try  to get the other 14 
members of our Assembly to recognize that, that housing has to be a priority. The government w ill 
then have to start allocating more money to housing and hopefully 1t will be done 1n a manner that 
will bring about home-ownership. Thank you very much. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I have a question that I should have asked earlier. With the package that comes
under the home-ownership assistance program how much consultation or how much Input have the people 
had into that design and how much latitude or how many options are there? If  they have not had 
anY* is that a problem?

...
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MR. TOM ERGER: A t th is  time when we re ce ive  the a llotm ent o f houses from the C o rpo ra tio n , I  th in k  
they have sir. or seven designs that we have to  fo llo w . Mr. Chairman, you asked before what the 
optimum s iz e  house was In Fort Good Hope. A t th is  time the b iggest house that we are able to 
d e liv e r  *r»d put 1r. the Items th a t I  mentioned before , it. a 24 ü 24, two sto rey house which comes 
out to about one thousand square fe e t. Almost a l l  o f the people who were chosen to  go w ith  the 
home-ownership program have ind icated that they would l ik e  a house around 1500 square fe e t ,  but the 
money we get here Just w i l l  not allow  1t. We did b u ild  one la s t year that was around 1500 square 
fe e t but the fe llo w  who b u i l t  1t put considerable money out of h1s own pocket so that he could make 
the house b igge r.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Are you happy w ith  those design options you have, or I f  you had some Input In to  I t  
would you change the design of some of these houses?

MR. TOM ERGER: A l l  I could comment on that 1s the year that we were given the p i lo t  p ro je c t , the
$75,000 per u n it ,  we were given the freedom of h ir in g  an a rch ite ct who came to  Fort Good Hope. He
went to every In d iv id u a l and personalized eve ry  house. I pe rso n a lly  lik e  that option where the 
person s i t s  down w ith the a rc h ite c t Just l ik e  any other home-owner would in the south and designs 
th e ir  own house w ith in  the l im it  of the buget.

CHAIRMAN (H r. McCallum): Tom, 1f I may, I asked about the s ize  o f the home. What do you
guesstimate as a cost to  provide a 1500 square fo o t un it 1n Good Hope?

MR. TOM ERGER: W e ll, ju s t  o f f  the top of my head w ithout going Into great d e ta il ,  I  would say that 
we d id  q u ite  w ell w ith  the $75,000 per u n it .  That 1s inc lud ing  f r e ig h t ,  e le c t r ic a l ,  h ir in g  an 
a rc h ite c t .  That of course was In 1982 d o lla rs .  $75,000 In 1982 d o lla rs  would probably be 
s u f f ic ie n t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Which would l i k e ly  make I t  around $90,000, given that the d o lla r  Is  75
cen ts. Any other questions? Again, thank you very much, Tom, we appreciate th a t. Are there
fu rth e r people who would lik e  to comment?

MR. GEORGE ABELON: (T ra n s la tio n ) I cannot ta lk  1n English language so I would l ik e  an
In te rp re te r .  I  am l iv in g  In  a place now where I have to  pay re n t. I  have my own place at the
senio r c it iz e n s  home, ren tin g  a room. But I  have щу own place where somebody else Is  l iv in g  now.
The people that are l iv in g  In my house are both pensioners and th e ir  daughter Is working. R igh t
now I am on socia l assistance and by the end o f the month by the time I f in is h  g e ttin g  my g roceries
and whatnot that I  need, I do not have enough to pay fo r my rent and I am in the hole r ig h t  now fo r  
some $150. The reason I am ta lk in g  about m yself 1s that I have nobody to help me. I am a ll alone 
1n th is  w orld . Since you people are s i t t in g  on the housing committee I  am wondering 1f you could 
g ive  me a hand to  move back in to  my own house, u n t i l  such time as I pay up what I owe. In the 
meantime maybe the two pensioners that are l iv in g  in my place probably could move In to  the senior 
c it iz e n s  home. Ever since I was small I was an e p ile p t ic  and I get e p ile p t ic  f i t s .  I  have been 
t r y in g  to  make a l iv in g  going out trapping but because o f my d is a b i l i t y  I  cannot make a go out of 
trapp in g . That Is  why I am 1n a ho le.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Excuse me, Mr. Abelon, I th ink that you could continue because we w i l l
have instantaneous tra n s la t io n , so you could continue. You do not have to  stop.

MR. GEORGE ABELON: (T ra n s la tio n ) I know everybody 1s hard up fo r  houses. That is  the o n ly  place !
have. My dad le f t  i t  fo r  me and I do not want to  g ive  1t up. That 1s why I am ta lk in g  fo r  m yself 
now. Everyth ing that I owned was 1n that house and there is  nothing 1n there now that I  could c a ll  
n\y own. The old people that are l iv in g  there now, could the housing association do something so 
they could get th e ir  own place to stay? I t  is not on ly now tha t I arn running In to  th is  kind o f a
problem. In the fu tu re  I w i l l  probably run In to  more problems. I f  I  was able, but I  am d isab led
now and I cannot f in d  any kind of work. I f  I had some kind of work to  do I would not come up w ith
th is  kind o f a problem. When a person 1s r e a l ly  hard up 1t Is a re a l ly  sad s to ry . S ince I  lo s t щу 
dad I have been having a hard time and I s t i l l  do not have money of my own. When n\y dad was a liv e  
I d id not know 1t was going to be th is  p i t i f u l .  I  had lo ts  of l iv in g  re la t iv e s  at one t i n »  but now 
I do not have anybody but m yse lf. I  am not w orried today because I  lo s t  s ix  brothers and three 
s is te rs  and I  lo s t my whole fa m ily . Thank you fo r  l is te n in g  to rrçy comments. Since you are on the 
housing committee I ju s t  thought I would b ring  up what I wanted to  say. My name Is George Abelon.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Abe Ion , 1f you would Just w ait fo r  a moment. I  am not sure whether 
we, as a committee, can do anything fo r  you at the present tim e. That may be something th a t you 
would have to  take up w ith  the lo c a l housing asso c ia tion . One question I would l ik e  to  ask o f m u , 
do you rece ive  ren t fo r  re n tin g  your house?

№ . GEORGE ABELON: (T ra n s la t io n ) No, I  do not get any money on re n t. The o n ly assistance I  get Is  
from so c ia l s e rv ic e s .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): H e ll ,  Mr. Abelon, I  thank you again fo r  coming forw ard. As I say, I  am 
ro t sure whether we can do anything about an arrangement you made but we c e r ta in ly  may be able to  
address I t  to  the lo ca l housing associa tion  together w ith  your re p resen ta tive , Mr. T 'S e le le . I  
*h1nk that may be the best that we can In d ica te  to  you at th is  tim e.

MR. GEORGE ABELON: (T ra n s la t io n ) I f  I  stay In the sen io r c it iz e n s  home any longer I w i l l  get
fu rth e r In  a hole and I  w i l l  not know how to  pay fo r  what I owe on the re n t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I  recogn ize  that you have a s itu a tio n  that may get p ro g re s s ive ly  worse.
Do you get s o c ia l assistance now?

MR. GEORGE ABELON: (T ra n s la t io n ) They are working on my so c ia l assistance and to date I s t i l l  d id 
not get anyth ing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Aga in , that may be a question that we can pose to  the proper o f f ic ia ls  of 
the government as w e ll .  So we w i l l  make note o f your d i f f ic u l t ie s  and we w i l l  t r y  to  see I f  we can 
get somebody to  do something fo r  you. Thank you very  much fo r  your comments.

MR. GEORGE ABELON: (T ra n s la t io n ) Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is  there anyone e lse  who would l ik e  to make comments? W e ll, I f  there  1s 
not anyone, I  would l ik e  to on behalf o f the committee again thank those who are responsib le  fo r  
asking us to  come here and I would l ik e  to  sim ply repeat the thanks I gave on behalf o f the 
comm.ttee to  the people responsib le  fo r  taking us around town, Tom and Andy, to the c h ie f fo r  h is  
assistance w h ile  we were here, to  Mr. T 'S e le le , the loca l MLA who 1 have to  say has taken a very  
keen In te re s t In  housing throughout the T e r r ito r ie s  In the short period o f time that he has been 
w ith  the Assembly* Ĩ want to  say pe rso n a lly  how hard John works In terms o f g iv in g  you people mood 
representation In the Assembly* I  would l ik e  to  thank you on behdlf o f everybody fo r  tu rn ing  ou t. 
A t one time we had q u ite  a la rge  representation here. I t  has been one o f the bette r ones tha t we 
have had In our meetings. The concerns that were put fo rth  to n ig h t, the suggestions fo r  
improvements, a l l  of these w i l l  be addressed, I assure you, by th is  committee. When we make our 
report to  the Assembly we t ru s t  th a t we w i l l  have the support o f the other members o f the Assembly 
In  b rin g in g  about changes to  the to ta l idea of housing 1n the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  and the 
d e liv e ry ,  a llo c a tio n  and supply o f housing.

So ! would l ik e  to  say to  you thank you very k in d ly  fo r  having us. Thank you fo r  you r 
h o s p ita l it y .  I hope tha t when we make our report you w i l l  f in d  I t  favourab ly fo r  your comnunlty 
and fo r  your people. In the words of Mrs. Lawrence, Masl Cho, and qu jannallk  fo r  Joe. Thank you 
and good n ig h t. *

— ADJOURNMENT

V.
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SPECIAL COMMUTEE ON HOUSING 

FORT NORMAN, JUNE 11. 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Ladies and gentlemen I  would l ik e  to  c a ll the meeting to  o rd e r. I  th in k  
I should s ta r t  o f f  by t e l l in g  you who we are, why we are here and where we have been, p o s s ib ly  
where we are going. We are e lected MLAs o f the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  L e g is la t iv e  Assembly who have 
been appointed as a Special Committee 'n  Housing. My name Is  Arnold  McCallum, I represent the 
constituency of Slave R iv e r , I  l iv e  1n F o rt Smith. To my fa r  le f t  1s your MLA, Mr. John T 'S e le ie ,  
who liv e s  In Good Hope. Mr. Michael B allantyne 1s seated next to him, he represents Ye llow kn ife  
North and he resides in  Y e llo w k n ife . We have then Mr. Michael Angottltauru q  who represents 
K1t1kmeot East, he liv e s  In Gjoa Haven. We have Mr. Sam Gargan who represents Deh Cho and he liv e s  
In Fo rt Providence. To my fa r  r ig h t  is Mr. Red Pedersen who represents Kitikm eot West, he liv e s  In 
Coppermine. Then Mrs. E l iz a  Lawrence who represents Tu Nedhe and she liv e s  1n Y e llow kn ife . And we 
have Mr. Joe A rlooktoo  representing B a ffin  South and he liv e s  1n Lake Harbour.

We are here to hear your concerns about housing 1n Fo rt Norman. We want to know what you th in k  of 
the housing, what you th ink  should be done and i f  you t e l l  us those th ings , whan we f in is h  our 
report and t ra v e ll in g  around the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s ,  we w i l l  t r y  to  b ring  fo rth  your 
recommendations or suggestions.

About a month ago the committee was in the B a ffin  and parts of the High A rc t ic ,  from Resolute , 
G rise F io rd , A rc t ic  Bay, down through the B a ffin  Is la n d , Clyde R iv e r , Pangnlrtung, Frob isher 8ay, 
Cape Dorset and Lake Harbour. We have been asked to  v is i t  over 40 communities 1n the Northwest 
T e r r i to r ie s .  During th is  month and in the next two months we intend to  tra ve l to d iffe re n t  parts 
o f the t e r r i t o r ie s  to  l is te n  to  what people have to  say 1n various communities. We have t r a v e l l in g  
w ith  us our c o -o rd in a to r, Miss Penny Aumond. Penny, as Ludy Pudluk our co-chairman says. Is  a 
c u r ly  haired g i r l  running around. We have as w ell tra n s la to rs  fo r  In u k t ltu t  because some o f our 
Members speak In u k t ltu t  ra ther than E n g lis h , and we have M ain C urley and E rlcka  Nutaradla luk who 
are back in the kitchen —  not washing dishes - -  but t ra n s la t in g  what I  am saying and tra n s la t in g  
what you w i l l  be saying in to  In u k t ltu t .  We also have Laura Tuchto from Fo rt F ra n k lin  who Is 
tra n s la t in g  in  S lavey.

So what we would lik e  you to do is  to g ive  us your concerns about housing. We would ask you to  
come to th is  tab le  ju s t 1n fro n t o f here w ith  the microphone to Id e n t ify  you rse lves, to  g ive  your 
name because we record a l l  the comments tha t are being made, and In  order to  determine who 1s 
saying i t ,  we have to  know who that person is .  The tra n s la t io n  of English  In to  S lavey 1s done fo r  
you and you can pick I t  up by these rece ive rs  and you w i l l  then be able to hear what 1s b e in g -sa id  
in  your own language. We are here then, as I sa id , to  hear comments from you about the supply, the 
d e liv e ry  and the a llo c a tio n  of housing in F o rt Norman. I do not have anything fu rth e r to  say but I  
would ask your MLA, Mr. T 'S e le ie , I f  he would say a few words. Mr. T 'S e le ie ?  ,

MR. T 'SELEIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I  r e a l ly  do not have that much to say r ig h t  now except t o 1 
say that the housing committee was set up at the February session and i t  was set up m ain ly because 
there was a lo t  of concern about housing throughout the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s .  I  th in k  members 
w i l l  re c a ll th a t I  was one of the people tha t r e a l ly  supported the establishment of th is  conm ittee, 
to  be able to  go in to  the communities and a c tu a lly  l is te n  to  the people themselves. I  th in k  that 
i t  1s the re s p o n s ib i l i t y  of the committee to  l is te n  to  people and to make the right, recommendations 
to  change housing. We a ll  know that the Housing Corporation was set up in about 1974 and since 
then there has never r e a l ly  been a review o f the p o lic ie s  o f the Housing Corporation. I  th ink a l l  
o f us are convinced that i t  1s time to r e a l ly  review  the corporation and to see where the changes 
could be made. I would l ik e  to thank the committee fo r  t ra v e ll in g  1n гцу constituency. I t  helps me 
a lo t  when the Members o f the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly can a c tu a lly  see fo r themselves some of the
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*reJ "  thÍ* r*B,on* Some of then do not always have to do with houtlng. There are 
?ith<r  ’ ,1?°,10 future when I  am referring to something.! м  sure the other Nowhere of 
îh ĩ# Ci " ĩ ! : î ĩ ei î í 11*bB 41,10 10 rea11> know whet I am talking about. The la it thing Hr. Chairman 1e 
ÍS ÎÎ t l encour*9e people to apeak to the committee about their problems in housing and 
that 1s a ll I have to soy. Thank you.

(Hr. McCall urn) : Thank you. Hr. T'Selela. I  neglected to in d ic a te  that Hary Rose TWrlght 
liiJS lk  ® the translation Into Slavey together with Laura. I would like to have Hr. 
Ar look too lay a few jaorda to you as a representative of the Eastern Arctic people who are on the 
«í7 1'z î ĩ0eÎf th M,*’ Hø 1,111 kf speaking Znuktttut. It  w ill be translated back Into English and Into the Slavey language as w ell. . ,

. (Translation) Thank you. Hr. Chairman. Haybe there w ill be some people who w ill 
ЯМГ the f irs t  time. I am from the Eastern Arctic in Baffin Island. I mn one of the
Members of the Special Committee on Housing. Even though we are from the Eastern A rctic we also 
nave houses and I also see differences 1n houses from this region compared to the Eastern A rctic. 
He would like  people to feel free to say their concerns about the houses they have hare. I aae sure 

.*1 bear a ll tha problems. Even though I am one of the Inult Members I  w ill be able to 
understand since we have translators. There are other Members who could not make i t  here but I 
w ill confer with them when I get back from this meeting. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Hr. NcCallun): Thank you. Hr. Arlooktoo. Now ladlos and gentlaman, we are now prepered 
to heer from you as to the concerns that you have about housing in Fort Norman and any comments 
that you would like to make about the housing. So I would ask you again, those would like  to spoak 
If^they would come to the table Just to my righ t, give your name or Just simply Identify yourself 
and then you can Indicate your concerns. There пцу be questions from the members of the eomHttee 
of anybody who speaki so I would ask you then that once you are finished making your representation 
If  yiMTHould simply wait a moment to answer some of the questions that may be directed to you. He 
*wld hops that those of you who are here, you obviously have a concern for housing, you Just did 
not coma to see us, so I f  you have concerns I  would rsspoctfully ask you to make those concerns 
known to us. So the meeting 1$ open now to hear consents or concerns about housing In Fort Norman.

HR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: Ry name Is Rocky Norwegian. I  am on the board of directors of Fort Norman. 
Here are some of the views that we would like to express. Thera 1s always a shortage of housing In 
Fort Norman which results 1n the overcrowding of hones and it  1s a health hazard. I f  they had 
better houses b u ilt It  w ill cut down on a lot of coat. I f  the houses were b u ilt a lot batter It 
would cut down on u tilitie s  and maintenance. Same of the maintenance problems that they are having 
1s tha 1880 houses have had to be levelled every year. In the 1983 rahabs the sewage and drain 
pipes are always frosting up because of poor design. Also the floor tllo s  that they Just put on 
the rehabs that were done this past year, a ll the tile s  era coming out already. He art having 
problems with the furnaces already In the new rehabs. The 1980 houses, the ones that needed 
leve lling , a ll the roofs are leaking. They ware leaking ever since the year they were bunt 1n the 
spring end fa ll.

One of the things that was brought up 1n tha meeting that we had was that before tha Corporation 
starts building homes they should meat with the housing members and the public to find out what 
sort of houses should be b u ilt and where they should be b u ilt. Also, before they build houses they 
should have the pad down at least a year before the housts are bu ilt to give It  a chance to 
se tila . These are Just some of the thlnga that were brought up in the meeting and that is a ll I 
have to iqy right now.

CHAIRHAN (Hr. McCall urn): Thank you very much, Hr. Norwegian. Are there members of tha committee 
who would like  to ask questions of Hr. Norwegian? Mr. Ballantyne.

HR. BALLANTYNE: Hr. Norwegian, the common complaint that we have heard In tha communities that we 
have visited is  that the Housing Corporation does not consult with the housing associations. Now, 
besides the fact that they do not ask for Input into designs and in other places when they decide 
to do rehabs, they do not ask your advice of what rehabs to do. Is that true here also?

MR. ROCKY NORHESIAN: Yes, that 1s true. They do not ask, they do not te ll us what 1s happening, 
they Just say we are doing the rehabs and that Is It . They come In here and they do them.
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Ml. BALLANTYNE: Besides that, what about an ongoing comunlcation7 For Instance I f  you have a
probien here and you writ* or phono Yellowknife, what sort of reaction do you get to your problem?

MR. ROCKY NORMES I AN; Ue do not get hold of Yellowknife, we get hold of Inuvlk, that 1s our heed 
o ffice . They te ll ua what to do.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Do you find thee responsive?

NR, ROCKY N0RME9IAN: Yea, they are fa ir ly  respondve.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Another question 1s, one of the common ideas we have heard from Just about every 
community we have visited Is that they would like  to see the housing association have more power* 
I t  seemed to people that they collect rent, they notify people of an Increase In rent and do the 
Maintenance, but they would like more power. Is that your feeling, and If  so, what sort of powers 
would you like  to see your association have that they do not have now? '

MR. ROQCV NORWEGIAN: Mali one...

CHAIRMAN {Mr. McCallurn): Excuse me, Mr. Norwegian, could you juat wait because we have to get the 
translation back. Could you just hold on a moment until they finish and then you can go ahead*

MR. ROCKY N0RWE8IAN: Okay, the question you asked was If  we wanted more power. Is that right?
They brought an agreement to us 1n the meeting before last. They wanted us to sign th is agreement 
that the Housing Corporation —  I do not have It with me right now, but wo would not sign the 
agreement until we had the power of getting the architect, or whoever does the blueprints In  
Yellowknife, to coma up here and look at the houses that have bean designed In the past years. and 
maybe he could redesign 1t and find a batter structure for these houses. That Is when wn Mould 
sign the agreement. Those are the changes we warn In that agreement. We want to get them up here 
and te ll them what kind of houses wa want, the sort that we would Hke to live  in . Th|t Is about 
the w ly  power that we would Ilka to have right now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCtlllmi): Further questions? Mr. Sargan.

MR. 6AR6AN: Thank you, Mr. Chalrmaii Rocky, 1n most of the communities right now It  depènds on 
where the houses are most needed, they designate ao many houses every year to communities. I feol 
that thay are always given very short notice. Maybe In January you are told you Ire  going to be 
getting five  houses and you have to decide there and than who Is going to get It ,  whet kind of 
design you might want. Is there sufficient time between January to spring to start the 
construction of buildings? Do you see that as a problem.

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: You are going to have to esk that again.

MR. 3ARGAN: Okay, for example, i f  Inuvlk says okay Fort Norman Is going to get five houses this
year, do you actually have enough time before spring to actually designate the people who are going 
to get the house*, the kind of designs, the material that is needed to build these houses, say.by 
Spring, or do you usually run Into th is problem of getting your supplies late In the fa ll arid you 
have to wait until next spring before you actually start building the Houses?

MR..ROCKY HQRWEBIAN: Well, they get their supplies during the simmer and they do start bud 1 ding as 
soon a* they get the material. It  does not matter 1f It  1s fa ll. Evan 1f I t  w ill run in to  the 
wintertime they s t ill start building. The question of who Is going to get the houses, we w ill 
probably have a general meeting and décida who needs the house this most, i t  takes, one meeting to 
know who 1s going to get the house.

CHAIRMAN (Nr. MeCallum): Mr. Gargan?

MR. 6AR6AN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My other quastfon Is about how houses are designated. Fort 
Nonnln, for example, I f  they got five  houses this year sort of thing and Fort Providence did not 
got any houses. Do you think It  would be fa ir  that houses are given according to population, aso 
you always nave a consistency. Let us say Fort Norman has a population of 600, fa r every 100 
people you w ill give one house. So every year you are designated six houses and you know that you 
are going to get six houses so you designate th is much. I f  people lose out this .year you say, look 
wa are getting $1x more next year, You w ill get your new house maybe the following year.
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Do

I* . ROCKY NORWEQIAN; I  do not tlilnk  I t  1s «  fa ir  щ у.

c h u m m i (Hr. tk c iiiu a ji * r. « «a n  fu rth tr « in t lg m  o f Hr. ta rn g la n t Hr. it lla n ttm .

most o f the f l U s . t h a t в е г Н м к « î î â T K r ’ î ĩ ĩ ĩ  »*1 c h  hoesns. I t  has been eentfonad by 
constituency l ï ï i i d S  w K ' S L ™ *  u ‘ í 0. J * 1 1 *  the loudest gets a b e tte r f e l l  fo r  M s  
doing t S ? '  t h a T S b i i  S o w a t i o n  î î u l ^ 0! ! ! ?  S .  W i í * 41 , ï 0U lfn> «*gan ia st1e n another way o f 
organisation w ill get so n y  houses ,ye . «oiiwmioltl** In your regional
coweunltles i h ^ l d  get how

« * ^ ^ 5 ! “ » «  » " i t  M w i Î f ĸ l 'i î î l ' í  î t o 'J í î  ü f l s  *я? *°  "•*“  |" “1*1 «
houses do you дцув n 5 ĩ And we кп!Г*ы* м !н .  w  l?r ^  up "*  meet with us and say how new 
back to the office . They do not к п м Г и Н к * hLi\ot<.of ^ 1®1* *° we w ill say 10. Then they go 
houses. They are Just going by us end*wí swT J ^ uL h* ^ 4? 00 ThV  *  not tnow who needs 
five  coanunĩtles got tSgethaT we ^ w ld  d^?d. J r l i 6J\ oUĩ ! í  Ï ?  **** 9»Ye us five . I f  a ll the 
problems. ^  w  cou,d who needed the houses end find out each others

CHAIRHAN (Nr. McCall un): Thank you. Nr. Sargan?

V a S r y o ũ ’ *  M M t l ^ a b o u t  r e n t T ^ O o  # L U m  “ , 0f 1 i t 1 o n  here, I  w ant
husband and w i f e  and son « •  d a u o h te r m S S J *  one h 0 u M *  , f  t h e
ons h o u s e , o r  d o  y o u  t h i n k  t t e t  t h e  r e ^ Î h ï ï î i .  Ï Î  ° f J h^ eh* l1 d  *  P V l " f l  r e n t  on t h a t  
h o u s e h o ld , t h e  Р е г а Г ^ ^ д Й ^ . ^ ^ Ж  t í î  ° f  t h e  he*  *  Ш

8 » m S ^ u ^ J T ü S ^ . u î l S S i  h  X i »  &  „ ' . . T  ,“ ■* Чг* 1* **»

CHAIRHAN (Nr. McCallи*){ Mr. iargan.

S i b S ^ ^ r T i ï î  i ï t a ^ ls  % ï VZ!SSi J \ Î Î £ * Î  l \ I ort.  KenM" whlt 1s situation? I f  the
s « î  t a . " й г а г л *  « I  х я « ‘j r * 0" 1 " " , м  • , f '  “  •  * * w

i »  к в д  t u * a

4 s a x
go to  Korean Wells t o w r k  н ! 5î í « î in íhî . î ? ^ l d 1s ” v1"e hfre tn * *  Korean but he has toь- <* ctataïStaftaSd ffwTATb^'Staiïa taS»™1 и,,л '* ’•,,,r tt“

^«йтагл’а '*  bijKjaift
S. ta f l t a lf t  h «  ta  q .) tPhT.7ob Æ « ? t a  *  IX U ta  »«•  « « t a .

z j & j & T b V & s i i  j r & s î .ror fev,‘ “ **иу,п' *** * i,co" **•
MR. ROCKY KORWEBIAN: No, I  do not think 1t 1s f i l r .
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallim ): Are there further questions of Mr. Norwegian? Mr, T'Seleie.

MR. T'SEtEIE: I would like to ask you two questions. Y.u were ikying that there m s  «  shortage v* 
housing. I am wondering just for the record I f  you could te ll us how eany people hive applied for 
housing In Fort Norman?

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: I believe right now we have 18 on the waiting l i l t .

MR. T'SEUSIE: My other question is when 1s the last time that any kind of public housing was
brought into Fort Korean? *

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: 1080 I guess. That were the last houses that wera b u ilt. The last ones were 
the ones I  showed you today.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCalluo); Further questions of Mr. Norwegian? Mr. Norwegian, tha maintenance staff 
that you have now, how many people in town does the association have on staff to do maintenance

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: We have two maintenance men.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is one a trainee?

W» ROCKY NORWEGIAN: We have one that Is finished and one Is s t ill a trainee.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): My other question Is , In your opinion or In the opinion of the local 
housing association, <jo you s t ill fea? that you require public housing or is there a feeling 1n the 
community that pĸtple would like  to own their own homes?

MR, ROCKY NORWEGIAN: I cannot rea lly answer that. A ll I know 1s that we need more houses of any
kind. That 1s how bad it  is getting.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, McCallum); How Is the home assistance program that took the place of thr SSHA6 
program being accepted In town?

HR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: Well, there era three houses that are being built on that program right at 
the moment. The only way we could apply for ft again Is after these other homes are finished,

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): If  there are no further questions of Mr. Norwegian, thank you very much
Mr. Norwegian. That does not mean that you may not have further comments to make later, we would 
welcome those i f  there are any.

MS ROSIE NORWEGIAN: My nama Is Rosie Norwegian. I have lots of complaints about housing. It  Is 
not that the house 1s no good but I have too many people liv in g  with me in my house right no« we 
they desperately need houses. When you get older you like to have your own place alone. I  nave 
two married sons liv in g  with me and one of my boys is single. Soon of them have to sleep on the 
floo r and altogether with kids there are 11 In the house, tver since I moved in that house we have 
never been alone and I cannot send my boys out because they have no other place to go. The need 
fo r houses has been going on for years now. It  is not fa ir to have a three bedroom house with one 
person liv in g  in there ihd other people have no homes. There Is another person with a newborn baby 
and kids liv in g  1n a tent frame down below with no home.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do you have other concerns Mrs. Norwegian?

MS ROSIE NORWEGIAN: No, besides people having their own houses. If  they could have their own
material, what is the deal on that?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Perhaps, Mrs. Norwegian, i should haye asked Rocky this question. I f  you 
cannot answer i t  perhaps I w ill ask Mm to answer and than we can get back to It , I f  that i i  a ll 
rig h t. Who allocates the housing 1n town? Is it  the local housing association? Who dotermlnai 
who is going to gat a house?

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: In tho past years It  has always been the local housing association.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): In the Instance that you raised, Mrs. Norwegian, that Is of a three
bedrooei house being occupied by one person, Is that one of the public housing units or Is that e 
northern rentalf

MS ROSIE N0RWE8IAN: I am staying In public housing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): But is the single person l i v in g  in a pu in a iruu»*7 Wm  It  í îî í local
association who Indicated that that person could go there?

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: At the time the person was not alone.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I Just have one other question because I am sure other people w ill want
to ask questions. Do you feel there should be a senior citizens home In the coemunlty?

MS ROSIE NORWEGIAN: Well, they are trying to but I do not know. People were asking for 1t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do you think 1t 1s a good Idea?

MS ROSIE NORWEGIAN: I think It Is a good Idea. I am sure when I get older I w ill move In there.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I do not mean to suggest you should go.

MS ROSIE NORWEGIAN: I am sure If  I get old age pension I w ill move In there quick.

CHAIRMAN (Nr. McCallum): Thank you. Are there other Members who would like to ask questions?

MS ROSIE NORWEGIAN: But you know, I think for people like that they should make smaller homes for 
them« like  a one bedroom, for those people who are liv in g  by themselves, The big houses are too 
Ы| for the pensioners to look after by themselves. It  would be nice If  they could make a smaller 
p la c e  fo r them and give the bigger houses to the people that have kids.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan?

NR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just want to ask you whether there Is a need for single
dwelling apartments?

MS ROSIE NORWEGIAN: They should have single apartments for the young people too becaqse a lo t of
them are liv in g  with their parents. As you get older you cannot stand the noise. It  1s good to
have your grandchildren once 1n a while but you do not always have to live  with them, So It  would
be nice for the single boys. They should have a lit t le  apartment or something and then they would 
not have to bother the older people.

MR, GARGAN: I guess there are quite a b it of older people or pensioners. Is there a need for a
senior citizens home here too or maybe just a smaller house?

MS ROSIE NORWEGIAN: Well, It  is up to them. If  they do not like a senior citizens house they can 
have a smaller house. Some of them sittin g  here can speak up for themselves on what they would 
like to have.

MR. GARGAN: Yes, there 1s quite a shortage. What do newlyweds do here?

MS ROSIE NORWEGIAN: I just brought this up because for this last many years I have had a ll ay
family with R» and kids and all and щу health Is not too good. I had a stroke twice and the
doctor told them already that I cannot have too much in n\y place. I get so depressed sometimes.
It  is not that I do not like  my kids, but s t ill 1t 1s too much for me. So I would like them to 
have a house f irs t chance, and the other people that need houses too.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Further questions of Mrs. Norwegian? Thank you very much, Mrs.
Norwegian. Are there other people who would want to talk about housing, anybody else?

MR. ROBERT CLEMENT: My name 1s Robert Clement and I work for the local band council here. F irst 
of a ll I would like to t.hank the Members of the Legislative Assembly who are here to hear the 
concerns of the people In Norman In regard to the housing problems and hope your committee w ill try



-  2 7 5  -

and so lve  them fo r  us. I  have been a member of the lo ca l housing board fo r  a number o f years and 
out o f f ru s t ra t io n  resigned because when we had some good Ideas, some good board members s it t in g  on 
the lo c a l board who were t r y in g  to  make decis ions which made sense, the In u v lk  Housing C orpora tion  
nennle wniilij «»у М» cennot do these th in gs . ! !■«,«£ bcéft the ya»l l ’iairman o f the lo c a l housing 
board and have^had many arguments w ith  the Inuvlk  housing beard when we t r ie d  to  run the lo c a l 
board as we saw f i t  and our decisions made sense. I  fee l I f  a lo ca l board has been Incorporated I t  
should be able to  make I t s  own decisions by I t s e l f  and not have to  get approval from the In u v lk  
o f f ic e .  R ight now there are not ve ry  many people In te rested  1n running fo r  the lo c a l housing 
board. I  have not seen an e le c tio n  held fo r  a few years because of the lack of In te re s t by the 
loca l people. A t one time we had a lo t  o f In te rested  people running but out o f pure f ru s t ra t io n  
they have q u it .

What I am tr y in g  to  say Is  that I f  the In u v lk  regional o f f ic e  would lis te n  to  the loca l boards and 
work along w ith them Instead o f going against some o f th e ir  recommendations, th ings would work out 
themselves. We are a ll adults and have been around long enough to  know our needs and to  be able to  
run our own local associa tion s. The only way people can learn anything 1s to  do I t  and learn by 
th e ir  mistakes. A ls o , the re  Is such a shortage o f houses In the community and a long w a itin g  l i s t  
of people wanting to  get the houses, but the re  are no houses a v a ila b le . I would recommend to you 
that the amount o f money spent on b rin g in g  1n p re fa b rica ted  houses on the barges and the high cost 
of con stru c tin g  them and m aintain ing them, they could g ive  the funding to  the local band or o ther 
o rga n iza tion  to go out and harvest the logs and b u ild  the type of homes people want and need. I 
feel tha t the houses could  be b u i l t  cheaper and b ette r and i t  would a lso solve some of the  
unenployment in th e  community both In w in te r and summer because by b u ild in g  the log  houses from 
lo c a l ly  harvested m ateria l we would be able to  keep the people employed.

Everytlm e we want to  t r y  to  do something our own way we always run In to  so much red tape , people 
get so disgusted and they say to  h e ll w ith  1t. I  am ta lk in g  about the housing l ia n ts  that are 
advertised a l l  over the North, but t r y  to ge t one o f them, I t  Is  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t .  Thqy give you 
on ly enough money to  hang yo u rs e lf and then they turn around and say that these people cannot do 
th ings on th e ir  own. I fe e l our band has the  c a p a b ility  to  take on the task o f con structin g  houses 
I f  we were given the  o ppo rtun ity  and the necessary funds. The band has Its  own corpora tion  which 
Is doing q u ite  w e ll and we know we can handle such a p ro je c t on a year to year basis I f  i t  was 
o ffe red  to  us.

To f in is h  o f f ,  I would l ik e  to thank you fo r l is te n in g  to me and other people who w i l l  be coming up 
to t a lk ,  and I hope that our concerns and recommendations are fo llowed up by th is  committee.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you ve ry  much. Bob. I f  you w i l l  ju s t  hang tough fo r a w h ile , I  am 
sure that people would l ik e  to  ask questions o f you. Would any of the Members l ik e  to ask 
questions? Mr. Ballantyne?

MR. BALLANTYNE: I t  1s q u ite  in te re s tin g  1n your area because you do have the tre es  and the 
m ateria ls  at hand which makes you more fo rtu na te  than In o ther areas. 1 wonder, you are looking at 
th is  Idea o f having a small log b u ild in g  In d u s try  which w i l l  not o n ly provide housing but w i l l  
provide employment fo r people In your community. I  wonder I f  the other communities w ith in  your 
region have that same sort o f capacity I f  ^ou have ever discussed th is  at a regional le v e l .  M^ybe 
your reg io na l coun c il could put together a proposal, fo r Instance EDA, In order to t r y  to  do th is  
because our government Is on record r ig h t  now saying we are t ry in g  to support an In d u s try  that can 
happen 1n the North and th is  one seems lik e  an obvious one. But have you ta lked  to  the regional 
council to  see I f  you can get support from the o ther communities 1n the re g io n , and to  approach 
th is  from the point of view of a region ra th er than one community?

MR. ROBERT CLEMENT: We have ta lked about housing problems 1n the past regiona l co u n c ils  but I  
think we are having a regiona l council at the end o f J u ly  and we w i l l  probably b ring th is  up to the 
regional council when they meet. One of the th ings that we have problems w ith 1s that some of the 
people who have money from grants do not have the knowledge to put these together. We fe e l that 
maybe 1f there was some kind  of a tra in in g  course fo r  people to b u ild  log homes 1t would Solve a 
lo t o f the housing problems. People who want to  b u ild  log houses now that are l iv in g  In low rental 
housing could move out and g ive  th e ir  houses to  other people who want to  l iv e  1n low renta l 
houses. Not a l l  people want to get out and b u ild  th e ir  own homes because I t  takes a lo t  of time 
and a lo t  o f money and people do not have that kind of money that I t  takes. I  know we have a 
couple o f houses th a t are ju s t  about at a s ta n d s t i l l  because there 1s no funding a va ila b le  fo r  them 
to  continue. They g ive  you so much money fo r  a grant and a fte r  that money runs out the house 1s
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l e f t  h a lf  ftn ls h e d . Then the  housing people tu rn  around and say these people cannot c a rry  out Nhat 
they said they were going to  do. You know a lo t  o f the people that tr ie d  to  b u ild  have no form  o f 
Income and I t  1s v e ry  hard fo r  them to do these th in g s .

MR. SALLANTYNE: I  th ink that a fte r  you have had vour realnnal meeting end th is  sh c ls  Id s ;  1; 
d iscussed, whatever comes out of th a t meeting we would be In te rested  In g e tt in g  a copy of th a t .  I  
th ink  I t  has In te re s t in g  p o s s ib i l i t ie s .  In  F o rt Good Hope they brought up the same so rt o f Idea. 
They want th e ir  loca l band to  be r e a l l y  Invo lved  and they th ink tha t they have the a b i l i t y  to  b u ild  
houses using loca l m a teria ls  and to  b u ild  them the way that people want them. So we would 
appreciate I t  that I f  anything comes out o f your regiona l meeting you could le t  us know.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): A re  there fu rth e r  questions of Mr. Clement? Mr. Gargan?

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I  asked the same question when I was In the p revious 
community and 1t Is  w ith regard to  pu b lic  houses. Do you think these p u b lic  houses should be put 
o n -sa le  ju s t l ik e  the northern ren ta ls?

MR. ROBERT CLEMENT: I  th in k  I t  would be a good Idea but I do not think very many people could 
a ffo rd  to  pay fo r  the fuel and the power o f these houses. I  th ink they are very expensive to  run 
because they are not w ell In su la te d . In order fo r  someone to  buy t h is  house they would have to  be 
making qu ite  a b it  o f money ju s t . 'to  heat the b u ild in g  and pay fo r the  power.

MR. 6ARGAN: My la s t question 1s..*Wlth regard to  operating and m aintain ing a house. Do you th in k  I t  
Is  f a i r  fo r  the people who are re n tin g  these houses to  be paying f u l l  rent I f  th e ir  houses are not 
maintained to  th e ir  fu l le s t?

MR. ROBERT CLEMENT: A lo t  o f  people are paying enormous rents fo r the houses they are l iv in g  1n, 
but t r y in g  to  get th ings f ix e d  Is almost Im possible . You have to go down on your hands and knees 
and beg the lo ca l maintenance men to come to  your house to  f i x  I t  up. I f  we were given the 
o ppo rtun ity  to  b u lId  these houses out o f lo g s , the houses would probably be constructed by 
pro fessiona l lo g  b u ild e rs  w ith  the help o f loca l people learn in g  how to b u ild  houses. They do not 
have to  be as b ig  as some o f the houses they have here. I t  would a lso  give people the In c en tive  to 
go out and cut th e ir  own wood and haul I t  In . Nowadays you have skidoos and trucks and power saws 
to  do th is  fo r  you. I t  is  not as hard as 1t used to be 20 or 30 years ago when you had to go by 
dog team to haul wood. Today you have a l l  kinds of help to get your firew ood. I th in k  people 
would fe e l a lo t  b e tte r I f  they got out and exerc ised  a l i t t l e  b i t  Instead o f going home and 
tu rn in g  up the thermostat and going to  sleep.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): A re  there fu rth e r questions of Mr. Clement? I have Just one, Robert, I f  
you do not mind. Has the band or I t s  corporation ever made a request o f the Housing Corpora tion  to  
e ith e r  b u ild  new houses such as you described, or to  do the maintenance on the houses, tha t Is 
under contract? Have they ever made an a p p lic a tio n  to do that?

MR. ROBERT CLEMENT: No, but we have done a number o f rehabs to  some o f the e x is t in g  homes. 
P rese n tly  we have a contract In F o rt F rank lin  to  do f iv e  houses. The band's corpora tion  has o n ly  
been Involved In  the business since February 1983 and one o f our f i r s t  contracts was to  do 10 lo c a l 
houses here. I t  was our f i r s t  attempt at co n tra c tin g  and we learned by our mistakes from la s t 
ye a r. I t  took a l i t t l e  longer but th is  year we are ahead of schedule and we are supposed to  be 
doing F ra n k lin . We ran In to  problems there w ith  the Housing C orpora tion  because some o f the 
m ateria ls  were m issing when we were doing the con tract and we were phoning them and they were 
humming and hawing on what to  decide when we made the reconmendatlons to change c e rta in  specs on 
the plans. They made us w a it and we have people tha t are on sa la ry  during th is  time because o f the 
Housing C o rp o ra tio n ’ s I n a b i l i t y  to make decis ions r ig h t  away which held us back. A lo t  of 
contractors have complained about t h is ,  that these th ings happen when they are out t r y in g  to b u ild  
or do renovations on houses l ik e  th a t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I f  there are no fu rth e r questions o f Mr. Clement, I  thank you very much, 
Robert, and I f  you have fu rth e r  comments to  make we would be happy to  hear them too. Are th e re  
other people who would lik e  to  speak about housing? Aga in , I  would hope tha t you are not shy. I t  
is your community and we are here to l is te n  to you and we hope there would be people who would want 
to  speak about any aspect of housing.

яникеядшс?

f i
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MR. ROBERT CLEMENT: I would l ik e  to  say one more th in g . Th is Is to  the people o f Fort Norman. We 
do not get th is  kind of o p p o rtu n ity  to  express our po in ts  o f view across to  such a committee and I 
th ink 1t 1s about time tha t people speak to the  housing Issue and do not wait u n t il e ve ryth in g  Is  
over and then b rin g  up your concerns to  each o th e r. I  th ink I t  should Ы» brought yp to  the people 
tha t are s i t t in g  here. These people ere not going to  chew your head o ff  or anything so I wish the 
rest o f  the people would get up and speak w ith  regard to  housing. The more people we have and the 
more presentations we make here maybe I t  w i l l  Improve the housing In our community so I am urg ing  
you people to  get up and speak. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence, would you l ik e  to make a comment?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would ju s t  l ik e  to  encourage the people to  b ring  th e ir  
views and concerns to  us so that when we make recommendations we w i l l  have your support. I  would 
a lso l ik e  to  thank Rosie Norwegian fo r  b r in g in g  up her concerns because we are a l l  e lected  
Members. We are not working fo r  the government or fo r  the Housing C orpora tion . We are e lected 
Members of the  L e g is la t iv e  Assembly. Any views and concerns tha t you make w i l l  be recorded and 
w i l l  be taken s e r io u s ly . I t  w i l l  help us to  make reconmendatlons to the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly. 
H o p e fu lly , any recommendations that we make w i l l  be considered s e rio u s ly  and there w i l l  be changes 
fo r  the b e tte r fo r  a l l  the communities. Therefore I would encourage e s p e c ia lly  the women to  come 
up and b ring  th e ir  comments to  us. Mashi cho.

MR, FRED WIDOW: (T ra n s la t io n ) My name is  Fred Widow. I am from Fort Norman. I  would l ik e  to  
thank the housing coim ilttee fo r  coming here to  l is te n  to  us. A lo t  of people are very poor. Some 
people are widowed and some people l iv e  by themselves 1n a house. I r e a l l y  be lieve  what Robert 
Clement sa id . The people are not a l l  tha t r ic h .  Some people th a t do not work are v e ry  poor and 
they l i v e  w ith  th e ir  parents and r e la t iv e s .  Me, I have щу kids l iv in g  In  my house w ith  me even 
though there Is  no room. Those houses that are made fo r  us are okay. We would l ik e  to make our 
own houses but there 1s no money fo r  us to  make any houses. I t  Is always hard fo r us tha t way. We 
always th ink about our re la t iv e s  and our people. We are not ju s t ta lk in g  about ourse lves, we are 
ta lk in g  about a l l  the Metis people to o . We pay a lo t  o f re n t, even some people tha t do not work. 
I f  they do not work they should not pay that much rent.

Me, I  get old age pension, but In the middle o f the month a ll my money is gone. I do not have much 
money but I s t i l l  have to  pay rent and I have o ther expenses to  pay a lso. You are here to  l is te n  
to  us and that 1s why I would l ik e  to  question you people. You people who are here to  l is te n  to 
us, you have your own bosses, but you should be on our side and lis te n  to us. A lo t  of people are 
having a very hard time w ith  housing. We a ll  know about I t  here. There are a lo t  of people who 
are widowed but they s t i l l  pay re n t. Maybe in that way you should help us. We would be r e a l ly  
th a n k fu l. Thank you very  much. This Is a l l  I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Are there comments or questions that you would l ik e  to  ask at 
th is  time? I do not want to sound smart a lec, but the o n ly  boss that I  have - -  I do not know about 
the rest of them - -  Is  my w ife  and I am not too sure that she would agree with th a t. You are 
a b so lu te ly  c o rre c t . We are here to l is te n  to  what you fe e l 1s wrong about housing and I f  there  1$ 
any way that we can help make th ings b e tte r fo r you and people 1n the T e r r i to r ie s ,  and e s p e c ia lly  
In Fort Norman, then that Is why we are doing what we are. We appreciate your comments and we 
understand how d i f f i c u l t  i t  is  fo r people in small communities to be able to  a ffo rd  housing. We 
have heard a number o f th ings being said 1n the various communities that we have v is ite d  a lready 
and you say the same th ings to  us. The more people t e l l  us those th in gs , the more i t  Is  In pur 
heads, the more we w i l l  be able to t r y  to do something about I t .  So I thank you v e ry  much fo r  your 
comments.

MR. VICTOR NENICHO: My name Is V ic to r  Nenicho. I  l iv e  In Fo rt Norman. I do not have very  much to 
say. A few years back when the Housing Corporation started  to b u ild  houses, we used to own our own 
houses. When they b u i l t  the low ren ta l housing they said the rent was not going to  be h igh , so a 
lo t  o f people moved out of th e ir  own places and moved In to  low cost re n ta l housing. And ever since 
then every year the rent keeps going up and up. I f  people are not working th ey s t i l l  pay the same 
re n t. I f  a guy has a b ig  fa m ily , the costs are so high nowadays, so they should consider th a t 
too. I know a lo t  of people, no matter i f  you get a good paying job  you are s t i l l  In debt to  the 
Housing C orpora tion . I agree w ith  Robert Clement. We could b u ild  our own log b u lld ln q s  and I t  
would be b e tte r tha t way.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there comments or questions from people or members of the committee? 
E liza?
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MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I  do not have a question but I  would Just l ik e  to  wake a 
comment. I  agree w ith  what the gentleman had to say. A t one time we a l l  owned our own homes, then 
one d*y the government moved In and decided to encourage the people to  move Into these low re n ta ls  
fo r  two d o lla rs  a month. Over a period  of time they were going to  be able to  own th a t home. They 
d id  e xa c tly  the same th in g  w ith щу parents. They had a r e a l ly  nice log  house that my grandfather 
b u i l t .  That 1: where I  wee born end ra is e d . They encouraged r y  parente te  move In  !969. A f te r  
about two or three years the ren t sta rted  going up. They l i s t  the p o lic y ,  they changed' al 1 the 
g u id e lin e s  and e ve ryth in g  e lse . In the meantime they had destroyed th e ir  home. Mow a ll  the rents 
are up so high to  the po int where people are going w ith  th e ir  back pay. They are unable to  keep 
up. I t  is a l l  out o f c o n tro l. Now they are encouraging the people to  go back to  homeownershlp 
again . I  th in k  we made a lo t  o f employment fo r a lo t  of people that are coming from the south. 
Before that we were able to  manage ve ry  w e ll on v e ry  lim ite d  Incomes and we were able to own our 
own homes.

Th is  Is  one o f the reasons why I was In te rested  when they asked to  form a special committee. I 
supported 1t because In my area I t  Is  g e tt in g  to be a real b ig  problem. People are having problems 
keeping up w ith  th e ir  ren t because o f the ren t sca le that was set up w ithout any Involvement from 
the community. They put the rent up to  25 per cent. I t  ju s t seems that some people are o n ly  ju s t  
working fo r  the rent money and have no o ther Income fo r  anything e lse . So I  would ju s t l ik e  to 
make that comment. Up here we are very  fo rtu n a te  because we have trees and we could b u ild  our own 
homes. I  went In to  the High A r c t ic ,  Jo e 's  area, and I t  Is k ind  of a sad s itu a tio n  there because 
there  Is ju s t  no way any o f those people could own th e ir  own homes because the m ateria l Is  very 
expensive and 1t Is very  hard to  d e liv e r .  The boat goes In once a year and 1t 1s very fa r  awey. 
So I  th ink we are very lucky that I f  we are not s ic k , and we are ab le, we might be able to b u ild  a 
home fo r  ourse lves. That Is a ll I  have to say. Mashl cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: (T ra n s la tio n ) Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to  ask you a question. Do you th in k  i t  
1s r ig h t ,  I f  you have a job  and when you get your cheque, that you p«y the rent w ith  a ll the other 
deductions, U IC , Income ta x  and a ll  the o ther deductions. Even though you are employed your b i l l  
at the store 1s high and the rent Is h igh, so no m atter what your job  Is you get In to  a ho le . The 
teachers get a subsidy. What do you th ink I f  the loca l people got housing subsidies? The loca l 
people do not get that when they have a sh ort-te rm  Job. Maybe a lo t  o f people are going to  
question you so that 1s a l l  I have to  say. Thank you again.

№ . ALVIN YALLEE: Good evening, my name Is  A lv in  Ya lle e  and I am from F o rt Norman. I have some 
Issues on housing 1n F o rt  Norman. I  would lik e  to s ta rt  o f f  w ith  the lo c a l Housing C orpora tion , 
I t s  o rg a n iza tio n , the way I t  Is handled, and what f t  has done fo r  Fo rt Norman up to  date. I  have 
very  l i t t l e  to  say about the corpora tion  In  Fort Norman. I was Involved at one tim e to q u ite  an 
exten t w ith  the Housing C orpora tion . I  was a d ire c to r  on the com nittee, but I  have los t In te re s t 
because the Housing Corporation Is  always f a l l in g  apart so badly that fo r  me I t  does not e x is t  any 
more. The employee re la t io n s  have gone down the d ra in  as fa r  as I am concerned. I th in k  the 
employees are g e ttin g  paid fo r a year-around h o lid a y . I t  Is seen by a lo t  o f people lo c a lly  every 
day that nothing Is being done to  upkeep the houses tha t they are re n tin g  to  the lo c a l people. The 
houses are f a l l in g  apart. At one time when I was on the Housing Corporation committee we had 
worked out a schedule and made sure that the employees were at work everyday and d id  th e ir  part of 
the work that they were ge ttin g  paid fo r .  And s ince that time I t  has fa l le n  apart and I r e a l ly  
have not got much to say about I t  o ther than tha t.

Regarding the Inform ation from the Inuvlk  regional headquarters 1t has been very poor. They are 
v e ry  unco-operative and I do not have much to  say fo r  them e ith e r .  The Housing Corporation 1n F o rt 
Norman knows tha t houses are scarce around town, tha t people are 1n bad need of houses but I t  has 
been three years now since they have b u ilt  a house In  town. People are forced to l iv e  l ik e  pack 
ra ts  in houses. I am sure the executive  o f the Housing Corporation would not l ik e  to  ra is e  th e ir  
ch ild re n  lik e  that i f  they were forced to , but we are. I t  makes me very  mad when I  ta lk  about 
housing. I have t r ie d  fo r  so many years to  get a house 1n Fo rt Norman and I have been very 
unsuccessful. I  applied fo r  a SSHAG grant and I have been unsuccessful there too. A lo t o f young 
people are g e ttin g  married and are forced to  l iv e  w ith  th e ir  parents fo r  two or three years and are 
t r y in g  to ra is e  kids on the side and I do not think that is  a proper way to  ra ise  c h ild re n . The 
RCMP, the so c ia l worker and other people in Fort Norinan are wondering why the rate o f crime Is  so 
high In the community. A lo t  o f i t  Is due to  the fa c t that people have to  l i v e  together and put up 
w ith  other people 's problems which forces a lo t  of young people to turn to  drink in g  and other
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th in gs  that do not make sense any more. The Housing C orpora tion  has made various t r ip s  to  Fo rt 
Norman from Inuvlk  to  ta lk  about SSHAG program. They were going to  g iv e  th is  and that to  the 
people and they have not given a damned th in g  to  us y e t. People who do not have houses and apply 
fo r  a SSHAG grant should be given the o p p o rtu n ity  to  be able to  b u ild  themselves a home under that 
program, ra ther than th a t grant being given to  someone w ith  a home a lready. They take twtee as 
long to  b u ild  a house. Л person w ith no î iChïic would do i t  in less tim e, i t  would not take very 
long. I wish very much that they would change that patte rn  o f g iv in g  out the grants to  the people 
1n the community.

One la s t  th in g  I would l ik e  to  b ring up Is  that the Government o f the  Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  
employees In  the comnunlty have an option o f l iv in g  In a government house and there are three or 
fo u r government houses tha t are open in F o rt Norman, I f  I  am c o rre c t ,  but ye t government employees 
are l iv in g  In  low cost re n ta l housing and tak in g  that o p p o rtu n ity  away from people that do not have 
a home. I would l ik e  very  much fo r  th is  committee to  take a stand on tha t and make sure 1t Is  
brought forward and made known to  the Government o f the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  that these people 
working fo r  the community l iv e  1n the houses that were b u i l t  fo r  them, not take low cost ren ta l
housing away from people who need them. I th ink  that I f  the Housing Corporation 1s going to
smarten up they b e tte r s ta r t  g e tt in g  th e ir  act together. As many people said here to n ig h t , they 
made a lo t  o f promises to  the lo c a l people when they came up w ith  the Idea of the people g iv in g  up 
th e ir  homes and moving In to  th e ir  low cost re n ta l u n its . They have not liv e d  up to those promises 
y e t .  I t  Is not o n ly  happening In  Fort Norman. I t  Is happening In a lo t  of small communities In 
the v a lle y  and also 1n the A rc t ic .  That 1s about a l l  I have to say now. I  would lik e  to  thank the 
committee fo r  coming to  F o rt Norman and le t t in g  us g ive  our views to you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallurn): Thank you very much, A lv in . I am s o rry , I d id  not catch your la s t name. 

MR. ALVIN YALLEE: Y a lle e .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallurn): Are there  questions o f A lv in  by Members of the committee? Mr. Pedersen, ^

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would l ik e  fo r  the record to know how many empty
government houses d id  you say there were?

MR. ALVIN YALLEE: I f  I  am c o rre c t, there are about three houses 1n F o rt Norman th a t are empty. I
am not p o s it iv e  about that but I know there  are empty un its  In town here.

MR. PEDERSEN: How many government employees l iv e  In pu b lic  housing un its  1n Fort Norman?

MR. ALVIN YALLEE: Two tha t I know o f.

MR. PEDERSEN: The th ird  and f in a l question , we heard before that the p u b lic  houses are a llocated ,
by the housing a sso cia tion . Who decides who gets the SSHAG which they now c a ll HAP grants? YølT. 
mentioned that people l iv in g  a lready In houses should not get them, ra th er those that do not hàÿè 
housing. Who decides who gets them?

MR. ALVIN YALLEE: The housing board of d ire c to rs  In F o rt Norman recommend to  the o f f ic e  in Inuvlk
who should get the houses.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallurn): Excuse me, A lv in ,  when you say the Housing Corporation In Fo rt Norman^
you mean the loca l housing association?

MR. ALVIN YALLEE: Yes. Excuse me, Mr. McCallurn, I ju s t  heard that they do not operate that way
anymore, but when I was on the board of d ire c to rs  we recomnended to  the In u v lk  o f f ic e  who should bp 
e l ig ib le  fo r the SSHAG program. Apparently they do not operate that way anymore. Apparently 
In u v lk  makes that decis ion  now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallurn): Okay, I  guess we would have to go back to Rocky or to  somebody else
w ith in  the asso c ia tion , but i t  would be my understanding that what 1s occurring  now as regards the 
HAP program, In d iv id u a ls  make a p p lic a tio n  to the d is t r i c t  o f f ic e .  Further questions? ’ Mrs. 
Lawrence.
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MRS. LAWRENCE : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I  am not too c le a r on that one answer. For the SSHA8
program fun d ing , who decides now then? Is  1t the In u v lk  o ffic e ?

î « .  ALVIN VALLEE: Apparently  I t  Is the Inuvlk  o f f ic e  that makes that decis ion  now, El l i a .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Mrf*1 Ьи»)• Mr. ç»rs»n.

MR. 6ARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I o n ly  have one question . In rçy own area we are having the 
same kind o f problem w ith  the housing associa tion  as you are experien cin g  here. Do you th ink  I t  is  
f a i r  fo r  tenants to  be paying f u l l  rent on a house that 1s not f u l l y  m aintained. Should these 
people be paying a lower rent?

MR. ALVIN VALLEE: I  do not th in k  you should pay ren t at a ll I f  your house is not m aintained. I t
Is  ltk e  anywhere In the T e r r i to r ie s .  I f  you rent an apartment, I t  is m aintained, I t  Is ^ept t?  to  
standards and I f  a home is  not kept in that shape you should not pay ren t on I t  because the Housing 
Corporation 1s paying employees to  keep the u n its  up to  standards and I f  they are not doing tha t 
th e re  Is  no sense In  even bothering w ith  them.

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): Are  there fu rth e r  questions? Perhaps, A lv in ,  I  could ask you a
question . Vou say that you would hope that we would be able to  recommend changes In a p o lic y  fo r  
an In d iv id u a l to re ce ive  the HAP g ran ts , the old SSHAG g ran t. Do you fo llo w ?  Vou say tha t we 
should recommend something. Let me throw I t  back to you . What do you th ink we should recommend?

MR. ALVIN VALLEE: That the people who do not have a home and have the a b i l i t y  and the de s ire  to  
b u ild  a home fo r  themselves, to  g ive  them an o p p o rtu n ity , ra th e r than g iv in g  I t  to  someone who has 
a home a lready.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Would you say that would be the p r io r i t y ?

MR. ALVIN VALLEE: Ves, I  would.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What I f  somebody liv e d  in p u b lic  h o is in g  and wanted to get a HAP grant to  
get th e ir  own home, would you say no to  them?

MR. ALVIN VALLEE: I would not say no tc  them. I would ask them to move in to  my place and le t  me 
s ta y  In th e ir  house. The th ing  I  am g e ttin g  a t, A rn o ld , is that people who have homes a lready and 
have low cost u n its , by g iv in g  them the HAP grant they are ty in g  up a house that can be used by
someone e lse . In the meantime they are t r y in g  to b u ild  themselves another home. I know damned
w e ll and so do a lo t  of people 1n town, that nobody 1s going to  rush to  b u ild  th e ir  home because
they already have a roo f over th e ir  head.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I  am not argu ing. When you say we should be doing something - -  you say 
have very l i t t l e  good to  say about e ve ryth in g  e lse , I f  we recommend something w ithout g e tt in g  
something from you, you are not going to have anything good to  say about us when we leave e ith e r  
and I would not want th a t.

MR. ALVIN . VALLEE : I t  Is ju s t  tha t when I ta lk  about housing I get very upset about 1t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): 1 agree because I th in k  each of us believes tha t people should not Just
have a s h e lte r , they should have a home and I think there Is a d iffe re n ce  between them. We are 
going to have to  make recommendations based on what people t e l l  us to do. I would hate lik e  h e ll
to  go In and recommend somethng that I th ink should be done here because you know bette r than I
what Is requ ired  here. I may know b ette r what Is requ ired  1n F o rt Smith than you do but that Is 
okay.

MR. ALVIN YALLEE: W e ll, I  recommend i t  then.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That Is  the kind of th in g  that we are looking f o r .  Mrs. Lawrence?

MRS. LAWRENCE: I ju s t  want to make I t  c le a r fo r  the record , are you saying that I f  someone 1s In  a
low renta l he should not be given the SSHAG grant to b u ild  h1s own home and I t  should be given to
someone who 1s In need of a home?
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HR. ALVIN YALLEE: A fa m ily  that Is 1n need of a home.

MRS. LAWRENCE: And who 1s not l iv in g  In low re n ta l hous1ng7

MR. ALVIN YALLEE: That has heon H v i™  wHh else fo r  :  nomte r  of years .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Î th ink one o f the other th ings that you said that Mr. Pedersen has taken
note o f is the business of s ta ff  housing. I th ink that does not s i t  w ell w ith  people on th is  
committee e ith e r .  That is  something th a t I th in k  we can press the government very  q u ic k ly  to  do 
something about. I know that Mr. Pedersen has drawn a tten tion  to  th a t. With s ta f f  housing empty 
then o bv iou s ly  the government employees should be l iv in g  1n s ta ff  housing. Otherwise g ive  1t to 
somebody e lse who is crowded In another home. But something has to be put In I ts  proper 
persp ective . Did you have a fu rth e r comment on th a t, Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSl Yes, Mr. Chairman, ju s t  a note that may In te re s t people here on government s ta ff  
l iv in g  In  pu b lic  houses. I t  1s not on ly here. We have found out since we have started  t ra v e ll in g  
that th is  1s a problem throughout the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s .  In fa c t there are way over 200 p u b lic  
housing u n its  In the NWT occupied by government employees, and c e r ta in ly  I f  we could f in d  a way to 
get them In to  government s ta ff  housing we would suddenly have an e xtra  200 houses or way over 200. 
I t  Is not unique to hear. We have found that out wherever we have been so fa r ,

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there fu rth e r comments or questions o f A lv in ?  Mr. Gargan?

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just one observation that I have noticed 1n my t ra v e ls .  I 
have not only been to  Fo rt Good Hope, I have been to other communities, and i t  has always been the 
case where most of the SSHAG program houses do go to the more well to do bracket o f people, I f  they 
could a ffo rd  to  buy fuel and th ings l ik e  th a t. The other point Is  that a lo t  of the p u b lic  houses 
were at one time given to people who could a fford  to pay rent because the pu b lic  houses are on loan 
so rt o f th in g  and the people that make these houses have to  pay back that loan. But I t  1s coming 
to a p o in t now where these pu b lic  houses are more or less designated fo r the low Income people. My 
question 1s, since fo r  CMKC i t  1s not worth th e ir  while to  c o lle c t  rent on these pu b lic  houses, do 
you th ink they should put them on sale?

MR. ALVIN YALLEE: That would not be a bad Idea.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anything fu rth e r?  W e ll, A lv in  thank you very much. I f  you have fu rth e r 
comments please go ahead.

.MR. ALVIN YALLEE: Just a couple of more comments here. I th ink e ith e r way you lose out w ith  the
Housing C orpora tion . I f  you purchase a house you would have to supply the fuel because the houses 
are equipped w ith  e le c t r ic i t y  and an o i l  burner furnace, and I know damned well that l cannot and 
many people cannot a fford  to keep a place lik e  that running a ll year long. So I would recommend 
that the Housing Corporation keep th e ir  houses.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): And do something about the renta l scale.

MR. ALVIN YALLEE: That is r ig h t .  Stop ja ck in g  up the re n ts . One more comment, Mr. McCallum and
the panel. I want to comment on the overcrowding of the housing u n its . I mentioned e a r l ie r  there 
are several fa m ilie s  l iv in g  together in these u n its . A lo t  of i t  has to do with the c h ild re n  that 
have to go to school during the school year and have to put up w ith a ll the other th ings that go on 
In the home at n ig h t. You cannot t ra in  your own c h ild  to do what you want them to do and what you 
would lik e  him to be when he grows up or to  go through the school ye a r. I t  Is hard to con tro l the 
ch ild re n . There is a lo t  of mental stress on the c h ild re n . The ch ild ren  wander on the road a ll 
n igh t. I t  is a sad s ight to  see but i t  happens. I t  does not ju s t have to do w ith  having no water 
or having a leaky faucet, i t  Is a lo t more than th a t. That concludes my presentation  to the 
committee.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I want to thank you very  much, A lv in ,  fo r  being very b lun t and open about
your comments. Those are the kinds of comments that are required fo r  us to r e a l ly  get to know what 
I t  Is . I recognize there are d i f f ic u lt ie s  in a l l  s itu a tio n s . Adults have the r ig h t  to l iv e  th e ir  
live s  as w e ll.  I thank you very much fo r  the comments and I want to  assure you tha t we w i l l  take
those comments as being very  s tra igh tfo rw a rd  and honest and h o p e fu lly  we w i l l  be able to  do 
something. When our report does come out maybe you w i l l  have something good to  say about us.
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MR. ALVIN YALLEE: How long w i l l  1t take?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I do not know. Thanks v e ry  much.

WI. PEDERSEN: Just a very b r ie f  comment In a d d itio n  to what our chairman Just sa id . Every word
t h ; t  1; ta ir.g  here tú m y ii l ,  ín a u u iliu n  lu ùeiriy l ia iib ta le u , is also being recoraeo ana is
w i l l  be transcribed  word fo r word verbatim  from the reco rd in gs, so we do not have to r e ly  s o le ly  on 
our mevnory. I t  w i l l  be a va ila b le  to read verbatim , e ve ryth ing  that has been sa1d.>

MR. ALVIN YALLEE: Yes, I know tha t, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Again, I would In v ite  anybody who wants to speak o f housing 1n the
community to  express themselves to us. I am not sure when we w i l l  be back th is  way again. I f  we
are as a committee. Obviously I f  we are not back you have a very capable person In your MLA, Mr. 
T 'S e le le , but we would encourage you to  come forward and express you r views about housing In the 
community.

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: My name is Rocky Norwegian. I am going to t e l l  you about th is  le t t e r  I got
about three or fo u r days ago. I t  comes back to the shortage of housing. I  t r ie d  to get a house
and I have s t i l l  not been able to , so I bought myself a small t r a i le r .  I have a fa m ily  of fo u r ,  my
w ife  and I and two kids and I have a newborn. So I bought a small t r a i le r  hoping I would get some 
assistance from Ye llow kn ife  or from the head o f f ic e .  There are grants a va ilab le  fo r  houses. When 
I was In Y e llow kn ife  In May I went r ig h t  to the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  and ta lked  to  a person there and he
said w ell s o r ry ,  we cannot help you th is  year because we a lready have the boat order ready fo r
1984. Sc I  asked him I f  there were any other places I could go and see and he said yes, we w i l l  
send you over to th e  Canada Mortgage and Housing C orpora tion  to  see Mr. Dale W a lls . So I went over 
to  the o f f ic e  there and went to  see the person and he sa id , w e ll,  go back to  Fort Norman and w rite  
down the m ateria ls that you w i l l  be needing and send us a le t te r  back. I am p re tty  p o s it iv e  you 
w i l l  be g e ttin g  the grant because I see you are l iv in g  in a house w ith  three fa m ilie s . So I  said 
f in e ,  I  w i l l  go back and f i l l  out the things that I need and I w i l l  send you back a le t te r .

I did that and I got a le t te r  back sa y in g , "Thank you fo r expressing you r continued In te re st in the
above program. As I Ind ica ted  1n the May meeting 1n our o f f ic e ,  they are attem pting to secure a 
p o s it io n  fo r  a f u l l - t im e  RAP c o -o rd in a to r in order to d e liv e r  our proposed 1984 d e liv e ry  p la n ."  
And 1t says they " s t i l l  have not received the necessary approval to s ta f f  the p o s it io n  and
therefo re  w i l l  be unable to d e liv e r the program in 1984 as planned." So I am asking, do they need 
a c o -o rd in a to r to order the s tu ff?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Rocky, I wish I could g ive  you an answer. In my opinion I th ink 1t is 
ab so lu te ly  r id ic u lo u s  but u n fortu n a te ly  we do not r e a l ly  have anything to do w ith  the corpora tion  
or Canada Mortgage and Housing C orpora tion . I t  would seem to  me that I f  they have the m ateria l a ll
they have to  do is put 1t on the barge and send i t  to  you but that would be too easy to do I guess.

MI. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: You see, I do not have a place to  stay and what they are t e l l in g  me Is ,
"S o rry , nothing th is  year. Go freeze fo r a year and then come out when i t  Is warm and maybe we
w i l l  lave something fo r  you next ye a r".

MRS. LAWRENCE: I would ju s t  lik e  to make a comment. I  have a hard time understanding the
s itu a tio n  as well where you have to have a co -o rd in a to r when you have d is t r ic t  o f f ic e ,  head o ff ic e  
people s i t t in g  there  where they could e a s ily  help out 1n the sm aller communities, I had one 
s itu a tio n  from my con stituency where th is  was a sen ior c it iz e n  who had applied fo r  assistance fo r 
m ateria l and that was e x a c tly  the same answer they gave me, that they are w a itin g  fo r  th is  
c o -o rd in a to r. I thought i t  was ju s t fo r the senior c it iz e n  home, but apparently they are doing 1t 
fo r  everyone then. I  ju s t  wanted to make that comment. That was the same answer that I  got when I
questioned what 1s tak in g  them so long on th is  a p p lic a tio n . So what are you saying to us then? Do
we have to have a co-ord1nator?

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: What I am saying is  can they not ju s t  go and order the s tu ff?  I mean they
have the m ateria l. I wrote down the m aterial I needed. I am asking fo r  a grant and I know Ĩ  w il l
have to pay back part of that g ra 'it .  What I am saying is why can they not ju s t  order the s tu f f  and 
sh ip I t  up l ik e  they do the SSHAG programs?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I t e l l  you what we w i l l  do. You g ive  me a copy of that le t t e r .

M R . R O C K Y  N O R W E G I A N : I  w i l l  g e t  y o u  a c o p y  t o n i g h t .
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): It’ you get a copy o f that to  Penny before we leave to n ig h t, we w i l l  get e 
hold o f the guy and see what 1s going on w ith  I t .  There Is  not much sense fo r  me o r anybody here 
t r y in g  to promise you something that we r e a l l y  do not have anything to  do w ith . But you give us e 
copy o f 1t and when we get back to  The W e lls , we can use the d ln g a lln g  and f in d  out whet 1s going 
on. okay? And we w i l l  get r ig h t  back to  you.

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: Another th in g  that I  would l ik e  to b rin g  up I s ,  we have not had the d istric t 
manager up here In the last few months. We are wondering why he has not come to v is it  our 
community. He Is  sending a low er person every time.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): We are going to  Inuvtk on Monday and Tuesday. One o f the th ings th a t we 
have been hearing Is th a t kind o f th in g  and we w i l l  meet w ith  the d is t r i c t  o f f ic e  and put the  same 
question to him.

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: They w i l l  maybe spend one n igh t here and that 1s I t .  I f  no t, a ll th ey w i l l  
do Is  come In to  town, go the o f f ic e ,  f in d  out what 1s going on In the o f f ic e  and th a t Is I t ,  they 
are gone. Why do they not come to  town and go to the people 1n town? I am p re tty  sure there are a
lo t  o f  people here who would be w i l l in g  to tra n s la te  fo r  the person. The g i r ls  In the o f f ic e  speak
the language. They could come around to the d iffe re n t  people In the settlem ent and f in d  out, th e ir  
concerns. Out he has not showed up.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): We w i l l  be ta lk in g  to the d is t r i c t  o f f ic e  In  Inuvlk  Monday o r  Tuesday and 
we have a meeting w ith the d is t r i c t  manager and h is  group and we w i l l  be posing those questions to  
him, the same as we are going to  do w ith  that le t t e r  to  CMHC and see what can be done. I t  1s 
abso lu te ly r id ic u lo u s  to  have not on ly your fa m ily  but your b ro th e r 's  fa m ily  and your mother a l l  in 
an uproar because someone cannot fin d  th e ir  way to  get m ateria ls  1n to  do something to a l le v ia te  
1t. That Is  the kind o f  th ing that we are b a s ic a lly  In te rested  In . I do not mean to  pick on you
because I am sure that there are other fa m ilie s  In the same predicament here 1n town and In  other
communities.

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: W e ll, l ik e  my what my brother sa id , he cannot ra ise  your k id s . I 'm  not
saying that I  do n 't l ik e  n\y k id s  going to  see my parents or anyth ing, I t ' s  ju s t  th a t I  would l ik e  
to  be able to  ra is e  them up, teach them the th ings tha t I want to  and not be spoiled and t h i t .

One th in g  before I f in is h ,  you are going to  be going back to  Inuv lk  —  what A lv in  sa id . I ' l l  l ik e  
to comment on that because the HAP or SHAG program was given to the people. They were to ld  whoever 
had th e ir  logs on th e ir  lo t was given the f i r s t  o p p o rtu n ity . I t  was said to  me th a t the f i r s t  
people that had th e ir  logs and eve ryth ing  on th e ir  lo t  and were ready to b u ild , th a t 's  when they 
were going to  order the m a te ria ls .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Well again, I guess th a t 's  something that we have heard In other
communities as w ell about a community making the decis ion  as to  how I t  goes, and you determine I t  
yo u rs e lf  and I th ink  th a t 's  been said to  us before. We are going to be look ing at th a t .  So thank 
you again unless there were comments or questions. Mr. T 'S e le le .

MR. T 'SELEIE: Can I ask you about what program you apply t o . . .  (In a u d ib le )

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: I t  Is (RAP .

MR. T 'SELEIE: I t ' s  a program where you can get a grant up to  $10,000. Is that r ig h t?

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: Yes, I t ' s  up to  $10,000.

MR. T 'SELEIE: And Ye llow knife  has your m ateria l l i s t ?

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: Yes. I send them a l i s t  of the m ateria ls  that I needed and I also kept a
copy fo r  m yse lf.

MR. T 'SELEIE : Mr. Chairman, I would also l ik e  a copy of the le t te r .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Would that be p o ss ib le , Rocky?

MR. ROCKY NORWEGIAN: Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum) : Mr. Gargan, you had a comment.
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MB. tUOAM• Thtr.h yc», Mr. C î".;'.r iir .. ĩ» rtsgtrú w> uie ni.«» úiai. are being
re p re n n te d  here is  w i l l  м  Л А »  representing  your own con stituency. I  014 run In to  tha t type of • 
problem when l  f i r s t  got In as an MIA and I  guiss to  s ta rt  o f f  with we weren 't supposed to  get any 
SSHA8 houses ar.it I guess Just th is  constituency o f consistency of bugging the people In the 
V e l lo A n l f t ,  1n Hay R iv e r  where the regiona l o f f ic e  is  and In F o rt  Smith, Iw a s  A l e  to get re su lts  
in  that area. I  Just thought th a t яеуЬе I should le t  you know that we w eren 't supposed to  get 
houses 1n Providence but we were A l e  to  get three and also the same th in g  s p i t e d  w ith the senior 
C it iz e n s  g ran t. That to o , you know, 1 d o n 't know why they are u s in g  the excuse, th is  court 
In te rc e p ts , th e re  Is  why you are not g e tt in g  I t  because 1n Providence there Is  sememe g e tt in g  a 
gran t u»d4r tha sen io r c it iz e n s  hone. Mot Just that but; because the grant is  not enough» 1 was 
a lso  A l e  to  get nore Moneys to  a c tu a lly  do the emergency re p a ir  program other than the »5000 that 
goes to  these sen io r d t l t e n i  people. So, I  b e lie ve  they are g iv in g  you the runaround end that Is 
ju s t  an excuse fo r  not g iv in g  I t  to  you.

HR. ROCKY NOftHEOlAN: So they are g iv in g  I t  to  somebody else?

HR. 6AR6AN: What I  an saying 1s tha t the money is  th e re , maybe I t ' s  j u s t . . .

MR. ROCKY NQRMEOIANt Yeah, i  know because when I went to  the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  In Y e llo w k n ife , they 
s l id  they had not rece ived  the money ye t and they were going to be re ce iv in g  i t  In June. They said 
t h e y 'l l  nave the  money there In  June but no c o -o rd in a to r.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. HCCellum): You should have o ffe red  your se rv ic es , Rocky. Again, thank you fo r your
coassants  and y o u ' l l  see that we get copies o f those le t te r s ,  w e ' l l  t r y  to  do something.

Arp there fu rth e r  comments from people? W e 'll take a 10 minute break.

— “ SHORT RCCESS

O rder. I'm  not too sure how long we want to go on, not that we want to  leave e a r ly .  So, ! w i l l  
ask i f  there  is  a n yb riy  e lse th a t would l ik e  to  make any statement to  the committee concerning 
housing 1n F o rt  Norman o r any o f the committee Members would went to  make any comments. Mr.

ty l.  fiAIAAKs Thunk yo u , Hr. Chairman. I  was ju s t  ta lk in g  w ith  V ic to r  Menlcocho again, and he 
mentioned something about these houses r ig h t  in  fro n t  here. A c tu a lly  t in  heat is  done by w ater, 
not fu e l .  I  м а п  i t  could  probably create a problem In  tha w in tertim e i f  I t  ever freezes. The 
o th er problem th ey might h ive  too  is  w ith  regard to , you notice the s id in g s  that a*e put thare and 
the re  (a u screen in  the  bottom, s ix  Inches o f the b u ild in g , and the sewage tanks ere r ig h t  
d ir e c t ly  underneath the bud d in gs to o , tha t could c reate  a problem to o  in the w in te rtim e . So, 1 
thought I 'd  le t  you know.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCollum): Anybody e lse  who would l ik e  to  make confiants to  the committee?

MAYOR RAYMOND YAKALEAi 1 № Reymond Yakalea, Mayor o f Fort Norman. F ir s t  o f a l l ,  I  have to
apologias fo r  being U t e  here th is  evening but I  had a p r io r  commitment. Anyhow, I  would tt11 l 
l ik e  to  thank tha c o m ltte a  fo r  coming to  the comnunlty of Fo rt Norman and we thank you fo r  
lis te n in g  to the people. I  have a few cem ents o f my own.

When F o rt Norman became a Hamlet a few months ego, the hamlet c o u n c illo rs  and m yse lf sat down and 
ta lked  A o û t  the various th ings here In Fo rt Norman. One of the number one problems in F o rt Norman 
Is the lack o f housing in  the cawnuntty and I  c a n 't imagine th a t It  is  much d if fe re n t  any Other 
p la ce . Out i t  makes me think o f a cornant that I  heard an o ld  man say one time about e s p e c ia lly  
th is  part o f the  NWT, "how could we have such a b ig  country and so fsw people and so many trees and 
ye t we s t i l l  have i  housing sh ortage". And I  leave th a t fo r  the comnuntty to ponder and th ink  over 
but Ц  brings up a p a in t ,  e s p e c ia lly  in th is  pa rt o f the NWT where we have a ll  the natural and a ll  
the raw m a te rie ls  needed to  make housing end that Is logs which ut have Aundence In th is  area. 
And I  s tro n g ly  urge th is  committee to  look In to  fu rth e r  e s p e c ia lly  housing In the western NKT. I 
s tro n g ly  urge them to  look Into the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f p ro v id in g  more log homes to people or to  b u ild  a 
log home in d u s try  w ith in  th is  area as we have the raw m ateria ls  needed.

A lso  to meke people who went to  b u ild  th e ir  own log homes, make 1t accessib le fo r them in  the sense 
of he lp ing  them bring  In  th e ir  lo g s , making grant moneys a va ila b le  to people who wish to  own th e ir  
own homes fo r  m a te ria ls , labour, so on and so fo r th .  I  am Invo lved  at th e  moment also 1n b u ild in g  
«  lo g  home and I  have had nothing but b a s ic a lly  e run arcunrf In t r y in g  to  fin d  moneys fo r  a bu ilde r
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f o r  throa other puopla and a y t e lf  uhe would Il k a  to b u ild  •  1m  N m .  M a'ra not m kln g  n M u l  f a r  
M t e r U l s  or fo r  labour but wa ara ashing f o r  wenay fo r  a l«e  b u ild e r but tha  Hernia 
d o n 't r e a lly  have a prog ra * fo r t h a t . Ma'ra asking fa r  aemuhara 1n tha aa
T h e re fo re , t h l i  I t  an Instance whara 1 uould Ilk a  to taa t N  Mooting C a rfa re ___________________
to  people uho want to own th e ir  own h o r n  in  tha Santa that th lr a  la aoncy to  he found fa r a 
p ra g rm  tueh at t M t .  What I »  saying i t  they d o n 't have a grograo but wa «a e ld  H h a  te  aaa 
proprawt M a re  the y would a t i l i t  In log homo b u lld p rt who want to  own th a lr  own h i m .

I have liste ne d t o  maw o f tha praiantctlo na  given hero and !  auaaa you eon understand _ 
fr u s tr a tio n  o f tha people o f f a r t  Marian at fa r  at tha housing s h a m g a  1 t  cam m e d, I  real 
c a n 't  add anything m  t a  that aĸcapt that th is  1« •  vary real cancan». T h a n  1» a ham  hart 
F o r t R o m i n  whara t h a n  era 1 1  paopla liv in g  In a ham  and t h i *  la a h H l t h  and a lia  a f i n  b a ia rd , 
should a f l r a  « t a r t  or m o u ld  smaana g i t *  t i c k , it ln e lw d e * 10 ether p e t p lf . And k h a n  m  ЯШ 
h a m  ham  whara t h a n  la  one p a rt an liv in g  in a thraa badraoc haem * !  M l  knew w N t  t i e  
ra tio n a le  1s but o bviou sly t h l i  haut that ha* 11 paopla naod», t a  la  leaked i t  q u ite  t a n e e t i y *  
Th is 1 *  to a a tM n i that has boon talke d «haut w ith other c o u n c illo r* and e y m l f  and wa fin d  I t  a 
va ry urgent concern of oura and 1 t  1« aam thlng that moda to ho ‘

A ls o  another cornent r t liy a d  to  m ,  1» the daslgn o f the hoaa* that cm  hare fr e e  I N  Mousing 
C orp oratio n . A l o t  haa boon said or the d iffe r e n t t t y l N  o f housing that Diva cam hare and have 
bean here and th a t havi dlsappaarad. In a coupla o f y e a r *, wa gat a m a la  new * i y 1 i  a f ip u tta g  hut 
nothing s l i m  ta ha coati «ta n t with tha housing and the hauling a ll  ta rn  la  f i l l  apart with tha
prefab M t a r l a l i  I t  doe sn't m m  to  ta a goad - -  * -------  " -  * *  -----------
would li k e  th a t l i a r  -----------  -------------

q u a lity  a f h a m  and people 
sentract* to  b u ild  h a m

have said th in  t in y  
j re baaeuae I t  «aam

_ .  net r e a lty  aware a f the wear and
______ ___________ ______________  .  w ith in  a fe e  years a f being pet up.

th is  la  s m ith in g  I  would s tr o n ily  ergo the c o m H t m  to  d o , to recant I d o r , mat you d a , Г  m î i t k l s  
ra cm a nd , 1 d o n 't know wno to * to  the l o g i i i « t l v «  body hut I 'd  H k o  t i l l  area to  ha looked In to  

th a  co n itru c tlo n  o f  the prefabricated h t m  tn a t com  hero.

would li k e  th a t Is s u * brought up. Who gats the co n tra c t* tc  hut 
th a t th e  paopla who b uild tha h a m  a tp a c ia lly  in t h i *  town, are 
t e a r , e lla a ta  or whatever but tha houta* earn to  f a i l  apart w ill

a lt o .

h e lic a lly  th a t round! up ay cornant* which are Juct few but one* again I would ttra n  
s p e c i a l l y  1n the M o itam  N T ,  whara wa have an abundance o f raw water 1 *1 »  In  la g! “

i t r m o l y  urea t t H
w m i i i i i  m  h w  р ш г я  m i l  тщщгщ ящ rtwrw en  M m i M f  w  rwm h h t i i i ,  I »  I « d l i  t h l i  I  I f f , b d m
In d u itr y  m s tro n g ly  looked i t .  That m ra  annay ha a cca ttibia  to  м а Л а  who want t o .am and h u n t  
th a lr  own h o jie t . That andi my cornant* and one* again I would lik e  to  thank yaw f o r  g ivin g N O  

opla o f f o r t  n o r m  the  opportun ity to apeak to  you and to h a ir tha aancarnt or t h i  people here* 
a n kyo u i

8 , л , ,  (d r- McCalluelt 
*. BBHantyna.

Thank yo u , № . Vokaloa. A r t  t h a n  cernant »  ar quastiana a f the depart

Np. MUANTYNCi I  have a quattlon for Mayor YakalN. I think your point it  wall taken in that the 
Heuiine Corporation, bocouio it  1* a largo centralism orgtnliation, ha* a prahlm devojapiMI 
tpeelalltad program far certain area* and tern of tha Ida*» that you have brought forward, the 
idea of helping miaabody actually akfd your log* in. They find it  vary d ifficu lt m da that.

An Idas that wai brought forth in fo rt hood Hope that it  wight bo bettor if  tN  land Council or IN
hmlot council wa* given a tuw of mnay and they wart allowed to devait» program Nat «pacifically
f it  tN  needs of thalr area. Oo you think that 1daa ha* »oa* warlt, if  you to, would you Hka ta
add to any cem ntt to that ideal

MAYOR RAYNORS YAKALiAi I think the Idea of the paopla of fort Rood Horn brought up 1i a vary valid 
Idea. Wa find It  d ifficu lt to doal with poopft In Inuvlk and 1n Yillewhnlfi osaoelally i f  i t  
concern* this town. Wo. In this town, know tho concerna In tM* town and I think It  mould N  
dealt with locally If fundi or expertisa and watariala can bo delegated to th li town. I  M in 
strong agraowont with that and fu fly  support that. Ai 1 **y, in tN  I  attorn Arctic where 1 have 
never oven Non to, i can't Imagine a log horn industry up there N c i u m  they have N  tram hut in 
tMs Instance wa have • different area where wa do hava all tN  raw n ita rla lt and 1 think that wa 
should N  gathering thi raw m tta rlili In our own backyard for tN  paopla hero. So, ye*, I stroogly 
recomwand that.

CHAIRMAN (Nr. McCollum): Nr. T'Salele. !
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In «cco/dm ce w ith  our b y -la w », we have < mandate to develop «  p o s it iv e  working re la t io n s h ip  w ith  
the h M lt t  of Tuktoyrktuk . Whenever p o ss ib le , we hive attempted to address mutual concerns w ith  
ih «  n W ili ;  s f from time to  tim e, decisions that d i r e c t ly  a ffe c t the housing
association are made w ithout con su lting  our board of d ire c to rs . We » p é i " i c s l l> '  re fe r ts th?
a llo c a tio n  of land fo r  new u n its , increases In rates fo r  the services and the In e ff ic ie n c y  o f 
d e liv e ry  of services.

I t  I t  not w ith in  our J u r is d ic t io n  to d ic ta te  these areas of re s p o n s ib i l i t ie s ,  nor Is  I t  our w ish. 
Ton ight, town planning Is a concern of a l l  c it iz e n s  o f Tuktoyaktuk and the housing associa tion  
u lt im a te ly  1s responsib le  fo r the management of u n its  b u i l t  by the Housing Corpora tion . For th is  
reason, we feel I t  Is essentia l to consult w ith  housing associa tions when a llo c a tin g  land fo r
u n lt t .

The management agreement between the NWT Housing Corporation and the Tuktoyaktuk Housing
A ssocia tion  c le a r ly  o u tlin e s  the re s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  of each p a rty . The agreement 1s adequate. 
Attempts era made by both p a rtie s  to make d ecis io n ; m utually acceptable. A l l  o f our funding 1s 
received through the Housing C o rpo ra tio n , th e re fo re , our decisions are o ften  superseded or the 
corporation makes decisions w ithout con su lting  us. Because of budget c o n s tra in ts , we eccept th e t 
ce rta in  decisions must be made by the Housing C o rpo ra tio n , however we feel ve ry  s tro n g ly  that as a 
board, wa may have valuable input In to  design and construction o f u n its  and what type of un its are 
needed, that is the s ize .

The d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  o f the corporation Is keen ly aware of the destin  d e fic ie n c ie s  mentioned 
e a r l ie r .  As a board, wa have requested fundlnq for major re p a irs  to very p o o rly  b u i l t  u n its . 
Though the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  has been supportive of these proposals, the head o ff ic e  has denied 
funding. We are re fe r r in g  s p e c if ic a l ly  to requests for 1980 rehabs, re pa irs  on those u n its  and the 
K allas u n lt t ,  those are the most recent u n its  we have asked to be repa ired .

The c o rp o ra tio n 's  head o f f ic e  seems too often to not comprehend the Im p lica tions o f re fu s ing  these 
funds. The u n its  are a health and sa fe ty hazard to the tenants. They pose a great s tra in  on our 
maintenance budget and d e te rio ra te  very q u ic k ly  I f  the repa irs  are not done. Poor designs and 
constructions era approved by the corporation but we have to contend w ith the poor l iv in g  
con d itio ns .

F in a l ly ,  we would lik e  to present to you today, our views on home-ownership programs. We are v e ry  
supportive of home-ownership and are s a t is f ie d  that the Housing Corporation has Implemented 
programs to a ss ist and encourage home-ownership. We would lik e  to suggest that the Income c e llln q s  
fo r the app licants of home-ownership proqram re f le c t  more accurate ly the high cost of l iv in g  in the 
North. The present Income c e ll in g  Is u n re a lis t ic  as I t  does not consider the high cost of fu e l ,  
power, water end sewage and re p a irs . The present c e ll in g  excludes many p o te n t ia lly  e xce llen t 
app licants . Tuktoyaktuk has a high leve l of seasonal unemployment. The program guide lines and 
conditions does not re f le c t  th is .

In c lo s in g , we would lik e  to mention that we have attempted to present to you a few of the Issues 
that as a board of d ire c to rs  we must c o n tin u a lly  deal w ith . We hope the problems we have 
Id e n tif ie d  and recommendations w i l l  rece ive  your atten tion  when presenting your report to the 
le g is la t iv e  Assembly.

We would lik e  to thank you fo r g iv in g  us the oppo rtun ity of meeting w ith you today. We commend the
In i t ia t iv e  of the committee In attempting to Id e n t ify  and address the d iverse  housing needs and
Issues In the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. M.Callum ): Thank you. Are there any comments? Mike.

MR. ÁÁLtANTYNf : I Just have a couple of questions. I no tice  1n your presentation you make
reference to a rental arrears c o lle c t io n  p o lic y . I wonder i f  you could b r ie f l y  expla in  tha t p o lic y  
and secondly, i f  you have a w ritte n  copy of the p o lic y ,  could we have 1t fo r  our re fe rence.

MS V1NCENZA D£ BONIS: I can forward that to you . We do have a w ritte n  p o lic y .  B a s ic a lly  1t goes
on a three warnlnq system, you qet a f i r s t  no tice  which Is a reminder that you have not paid your
re n t, the second notice  Is a demand fo r payment and that is  60 days a fte r not paying your rent. In
between the second and th ird  n o tice , I f  you s t i l l  have not paid re n t, a board member and m yse lf, 
the secretary-m anager, v is i t  the tenant and t r y  to encourage them to pay rent and expla in  the 
consequences of not paying ren t. I f  the tenant f a l ls  to pay rent a fte r  90 days, then a te rm ination  
o f lease Is sent out to them.



There Is  various steps «liera th is  process can be h a lte d , the most obvious of course 1s them paying 
rent before the next notice 1s sent out. A lso arrangements can be made to have arrears paid 1n 
small amounts. A lso  the tenant has the option to enter a service  con tract with the housing
asso cia tion , th a t means working o f f  some of your a rrea rs . There are a f t -  others th a t I  do net 
remember r ig h t  now, but we w i l l  send that ren ta l p o lic y  to you .

HR. SALLARTYKC: I ;  t h l :  ;  p o lic y  that у .и  worked out lo c a l ly  w ith your association  o r Is th is  a
p o lic y  that 1s used through a ll  the other associations 1n toe T e r r ito r ie s :

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: We have made a few changes to accommodate Tuktoyaktuk Housing Associa tion
needs, but I t  Is based on a format that 1s used throughout the d is t r ic t  w ith  a ll the lousing  
associa tions. Ore o f the changes tha t we have made 1s that the format does not Include a v i s i t  by 
a board member and the secre tary manager to the tenant before term ination fo r lease Is  sent out, 
and we fe l t  ve ry  s tro n g ly  th a t that would he Important and also ve ry  h e lp fu l. Small changes lik e  
that were made.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Through the other communities wc v is ite d ,  i t  was a real problem w ith  the tenants
sometimes understanding e xa c tly  the ru les and regu lations and how things work. I  see that you 
e ith e r have or are about to  set up tenant workshops. Could you b r ie f l y  exp la in  what you would do 
in a tenant workshop?

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: We would lik e  to have perhaps N e llie  Cournoyea and perhaps someone from the 
nursing s ta tio n  Involved in  th is  workshop. We are looking in to  the p o s s ib i l i t y  of having someone 
from l i f e  s k i l ls  come In and a s s is tin g  us. And b a s ic a lly  some of the Issues we would l ik e  to 
address are w ith  tenant caused damages, what the Im p lica tion s are, 1n other words I f  th e ir  fu e l and 
cower costs go up and therefore the p o s s ib i l i t y  of th e ir  rent going up Is the re . And also th a t I t  
Is  a health and sa fe ty  hazard. As fa r as the payment of rent, what we would lik e  to do Is  to 
present to the tenants the reason fo r  paying re n t, where th e ir  money goes when they are paying rent 
because I do not know that a ll the tenants understand what the ir money Is being used fo r .  And 
b a s ic a lly  to t r y  and work out some of the tenant concerns that they may have 1n the discussion 
period that would fo llo w  the workshop. I t  1s r ig h t  now just in the planning stage and we hope that 
by the f a l l ,  we w i l l  begin our f i r s t  workshops.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Again, Is th is  a local housing association In i t ia t iv e  or is  I t  something th a t Is
made a va ila b le  with the support o f the Housing Corporation throughout the T e r r ito r ie s ?

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: No, as fa r  as we know, we are the only ones that are underta' ',iq  th is
In i t ia t iv e .  We f e l t  very s tro n g ly  about I t ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  In the sprin g  because there seemed to be 
a lo t  o f debris around the homes when the snow 1s gone, you no tice  the broken windows and our 
arrears were g e ttin g  worse. So, our f i r s t  step was to  Implement th is  renta l c o lle c t io n  pci I c y  amt 
we f e l t  s tro n g ly  th a t that was not our o n ly  problem, *hat there should be some tenant education. 
Our mandate 1n our by-laws is  to educate the tenants 1n housing needs and housing problems.

We are ge ttin g  assistance from the Housing Corporation In as far as having them consult w ith  us, 
th e ir  suggestions are mere than welcome but I t  Is a loca l In i t ia t i v e .

MR. BALLANTYNE: Oo you th in k  you could make any Inform ation you have on the workshops a va ilab le  to 
the commtttee? Th is  committee's work w i l l  probably take a year to complete and i f  you do an 
eva luation o f the workshops, I th in k  we would most appreciate having that eva lua tion .

MS VINCENZA OE BONIS: Yes. That Is  f in e .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): How long has th is  p o lic y  been In e ffect?

MS VINCENZA DE BONIS: I t  went in to  e ffe c t at the end of May. I do not have the exact dates. So¥
I t  1s too soon to evaluate i t s  e ffec tive n e ss .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. E l iz a .

MRS. LAWRENCE: One question I would lik e  to ask Is  after g iv in g  a ll these notices to the tenant
and they a ll f a l l ,  what k ind  of steps would you take then?
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MR, JON MAGNUSSON: R igh t, I think we have to get CMHC to look in to  the R & R program to f i t  in to  
the North . I t  is  the same way, that 1f you look at each community has a d if fe re n t  housing 
allowance fo r government employees and so on, because they do recognize that i t  costs more to l iv e  
in Sachs then i t  does, In say, Fo rt Smith. But, as fa r as the R & R program, CMHC is  saying th a t, 
we w i l l  have a maximum Income in Sachs o f $40,000, the saine as Fo rt Smith, even thouah the prnaram 
says .30,000, v.'c arc g e ttin g  aw ay w ilh  almost й и .и и и . m is  1s p re t ty  low fo r Sachs,

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any fu rth e r questions? E l iz a .

MRS. LAWRENCE: Yes, ju s t  g e ttin g  back to  that deal in  Norman W ells of $30,000. I cannot 
understand the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  would g ive  a $30,000 package deal to own a home ju s t to any joe blow 
on the s tre e t because nobody e lse is  In te re s te d , where ju s t  next door to i t ,  Fort Norman is  
screaming to b u ild . Could not the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  consider that s o rt of inc ident that i f  they have 
something to give away, could they not g ive  i t  to where i t  is r e a l ly  most needed. In , l ik e ,  Fort 
Norman, people are so crowded In one home and they are w i l l in g  to b u ild  but there is  no funding, 
and ye t people that can a ffo rd  in the next town are given the funds, because nobody e lse  wants 11? 
I t  is  hard fo r me to  accept that.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Okay, back three years ago, we could not get anybody Interested in F o rt Norman 
enough in i t ia t iv e  to get going on that program. Since then, we have to some exten t, even with the 
programs that we have given to Fo rt Norman we are having problems g e ttin g  then completed. We have 
r e a l ly  advertised the program and i t  has now taken o f f  a lo t  bette r th is  year and, people are very 
scared in to  going in to  homo-ownership and I can understand th e ir  concerns. So, we wanted to show 
them that i t  could be done and i t  has worked. Those two houses has sparked the in te re s t of other 
people to go into the program, and I think i t  was w ell worth the money that we did spend. Because, 
we are doing four u n its  in Fort F rank lin  th is  year and in F o rt Norman we are s t i l l  f in is h in g  up two 
rran the previous ye a r. A c tu a lly ,  Fo rt Good Hope is  also been a great asset to us in showing the 
other communities what can be done on th e ir  own.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): John.

MR. T 'SELEIE: The committee has heard that Fort Good Hope has a w a itin g  l i s t  of something lik e  30 
people who have applied fo r some kind of housing, Fo rt F ra n k lin  has about 30 and Fort Norman t e l ls  
us that they have a w a iting  l i s t  of 18 people and I fo rqet what Norman Wells has to ld  us, hut that 
Is ju s t  about 80 u n its  that are requ ired in ju s t  three communities and a ll that the corporation is  
doing th is  year is  three new ones in HAP u n its  in Fo rt Good Hope, four In Fort F ranklin  and John 
ju s t said that they are f in is h in g  up two in Fort Norman. So, r e a l ly ,  the number of any kind of 
un its a llocated  there th is  year, new ones, is  seven. That is  a long way from what they say they 
need, which is  80 in those three communities. So, I guess I ju s t  wanted to say th is  for the 
record, that for the last few years , there has been very l i t t l e  housing put in to  the Great Bear 
Region. I think tha t the committee has heard that there is a b ig need fo r types of new housinq and 
fo r the record , I would ju s t  like  to mention that.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: I agree, that there is , o f course, a shortage o f housinq. Each year we update 
the needs study, we ask fo r the w a itin g  l i s t s .  I have to admit tha t I am not too happy w ith the 
communities fo r the w a iting  l i s t s ,  because you ta lk  of 30, and I know there is a lo t o f people, and 
I get short l is t s  o f w a itings lik e  th is .  I t  shows me that the housing association is riot doing 
th e ir  work p ro p e rly . I cannot t e l l  how many are in the community needinq housing unless I get the 
inform ation. But, i f  I do get the funding next ye a r, you missed th is  e a r l ie r ,  we are looking at 
b u ild in g  56 un its  w ith in  the region next year, which w i l l  a lle v ia te  a lo t  of the problems. 
D iffe re n t bedroom s izes  to f i t  the people that are in need of housing now to f i t  those p a r t ic u la r  
fa m ilie s . I f  we continue w ith  the HAP program and so on, then of course that w i l l  a l le v ia te .

There is one thing which is  very tough issue fo r the housinq a sso cia tion , and that is  re a llo c a tin g  
or re lo c a tin g  people w ith in  the community. In a number of communities where we have one person 
staying in a three or four bedroom u n it , the housing association has to take the in i t ia t iv e  of 
taking that person o u t, even i f  i t  was the fa m ily  home, and p u ttin g  him into a smaller u n it u.'d 
u t i l i z in g  those other bedrooms.

MR. T 'S ELE IE : I have another question. I th in k  that the s itu a tio n  o f Norman W ells is ,  in my point 
of view anyways, a lo t  d if fe re n t then the smaller communities. They seem to have problems w ith 
pub lic  housing, how they a llo c a te  them. I guess they have been having problems w ith  the re n t ,  some 
people are saying tha t some people are too r ic h  to be l iv in g  in low renta l housing and a ll th is  
kind o f th ing  and I guess that the housing a u th o r ity , lik e  you were saying befo re , se tt in g  up a
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housing a u th o rity  would, you know, w ith  guaranteed representation from c e rta in  groups in  the
community on the housing a u th o r ity , would help to us get around some of those problems. The other 
th in g  too, 1s when we met with the housing associa tion  I heard them say that they were Interested
in an лпяпГшрпГ s tu lo  hmic-inn T Hn nnt Цппы fKç corporation gets In to  that kind ũf MÛûĩlmj,
but I  m ain ly heard them say th a t they needed housing and I th in k  1t was the mayor that to ld  us, 
some kind of a m ulti-apartm ent housing. I th in k  that maybe th a t is  ju s t the best way to go.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: I  have some concerns about d e liv e rin g  more housing 1n Norman W ells, pu b lic
housing that is .  I am not sure that i t  is  needed, we have an o il  community b a s ic a lly ,  an o il
community th a t is doing nothing as fa r  as housing, fo r the community, they look a fte r  th e ir  
e xecutives , and that is  1t. They f l y  people in and out on a two week basis. What about th e ir 
employees th a t are from that community or from neighbouring communities? Is  1t up to  the
government to supply them w ith housing, or is  i t  up to  the o i l  based community to furn ish  11? I f  
we b u ild  a s in g le  u n it  b u ild in g , for s in g le  parents o r even s in g le  people, lik e  we are in  these 
other communities, are these people going to be there two weeks and out fo r  two weeks? I have not 
seen any concrete inform ation that we r e a l ly  requ ire  that type of un it fo r  people that are l iv in g  
the'"e working fo r other than Esso. I do not know I f  i t  is our mandate to supply housing fo r  Esso.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You mentioned some s in g le  units fo r  s in g le  parents. W ill
any of these be going to Ak lavlk  and Fo rt McPherson?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes.

MR. GARGAN: Under what program is  that?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: I t  1s specia l fo r th is  year where we have the e x tra  funding that was made
a va ila b le  by the GNWT and the u n its  in Tuktoyaktuk, A k lav ik  and Fo rt McPherson w i l l  be run by the 
housing associations under the same renta l scales they p resen tly  have 1n e ffe c t . The ones here 1n 
In u v ik , we hope to run them as an economic re n t ,  or in  other words, a market rent basis. We w i l l  
e ith e r set up a separate board o r else run i t  by the d is t r i c t .  I t  w il l  not be run by the housing 
associa tion .

MR. GARGAN: Are  you aware of any other d is t r ic t s  g e ttin g  that kind of s in g le  un its?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes.

MR. GARGAN: My other question i s ,  you designated th a t you have your 85 budget and the number of
un its  that are going to the communities. How do you a llo c a te  those housing to p a r t ic u la r  
communities, how do you go about it?  How do you determine who gets what?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: That is  from the needs study, and the inform ation is  supplied by the houslnq
associations on th e ir  number of people on the w a itin g  l i s t s ,  and the number o f people in  the 
present u n its , so that we can look at overcrowding, and that determines th e ir  bedroom size th a t we 
are looking at b u ild in g , small or b ig , and the number o f un its .

MR. GARGAN: I was ju s t  wondering i f  there were any o ther o ption s, such as a llo c a tin g  houses based
on population. That has never been the case, i t  is based on m ostly on i f  the housing association 
does th e ir  work then i t  gives them more.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes, and th is  is  th e ir  input and e xa c tly  what they need. This 1s where you run 
in to  problems in places lik e  Inuvik  and Norman Wells because th is  inform ation is  coming from the 
housing associa tion . L ike  In u v ik , the corpo ra tio n  o n ly makes up 20 per cent of the housing th e re . 
So, we are not even looking at the problem o f housing here other than the home-ownership end o f I t ,
and I have to admit, I r e a l ly  do not want to see any more p u b lic  housing b u ilt  in  Inuv ik . I  want
nothing but home-ownership, because th is  w i l l  never be nothing but a government town unless we do.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anym ore questions? Mike.

MR. BALLANTYNE: John, I have a couple o f questions on the HAP program. F i r s t  o f a l l ,  do you th ln i'^  
that the HAP program has been successful? Secondly, are there any ways in  which you would l ik e  to 
see i t  improved and t h i r d ly  i f  the money a va ila b le  in that program were, fo r  instance , doubled to 
$5 m il l io n ,  do you th ink  i t  would be u t il iz e d ?

MR, JON MAGNUSSON: I th ink that i t  is  a good program. I t  s t i l l  has some bugs in  i t  that have to
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be ironed out, the same as any new program. I th ink th a t i f  i t  were to be doubled, that i t  could 
be u t i l i z e d ,  but then you have a problem of being able to  manage that many un its  being b u ilt  in one 
ye a r. As In a l l  o f the d is t r ic t s ,  I do not have the s t a f f ,  I cannot seem to get the s ta f f ,  
th e re fo re  I cannot g ive  enough support to the people In the communities to bu ild  these u n its . I f  I 
was flooded w ith  a lo t  of them, I would not be able to c on tro l the inspections to  make sure that 
they were being b u ilt  r ig h t ,  a llo c a tio n  would become a problem, but I  would lik e  to  sw> the пгплглп 
continue ana increase g ra d u a lly . I would not want to see 1t a l l  dumped a ll in one year.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): M ichael.

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: Since he said i t  v  ̂ the request of the loca l housing a sso cia tion , requesting 
fo r  more houses, he sa id  that that was • ,ie way you determined to  where the houses w i l l  be granted. 
W e ll, in  our to u r , In some places we have heard that there 1s at leas t 10 to  14 people 1n one and 
three bedrooms, and in  the re n t app lica tion  there  is  from one bedroom to f iv e  bedrooms. I t  makes 
me wonder why there are no houses that are f iv e  bedroom, when they are needed. I t  is  much b ette r 
to put 14 or 10 people into a three bedroom, aid since anybody that Is  maklnq a few d o lla rs  in  that 
b u ild in g  has to  pay a rent. So, 1t makes me wonder, fo r  what reason are these f iv e  bedrooms not 
a va ila b le  to some communities when they are needed. Is I t  the cost or are they too expensive to

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: They are expensive to b u ild . I am aware o f some people who have as many as 20
people l iv in g  in  one b u ild in g . A lo t  of that 1s extended fa m ilie s . In other words, sons and 
daughters have gotten married and have th e ir  own fa m ilie s . I th ink 1t would be, quite  o ften , 
necessary and more convenient for those people to have th e ir  own u n it, then try in g  to keep 
extending that fa m ily . I f  th ey have a lo t  of c h ild re n  tha t are very young, a four or f iv e  bedroom 
would be f in e , but I would keep them lim ite d  1n a community, because q u ite  often as a fa m ily  grows 
up, then you have a b ig  unit that Is not being u t i l iz e d .  I would not want to see a lo t  of the big 
un its  being b u i l t  fo r tha t reason.

There is  a c tu a lly  more need fo r  two bedroom u n its  r ig h t now then there is  f iv e ,  because quite  o ften 
young married couples s ta r t in g  out, maybe do not have any c h ild ren  or they have one c h ild ,  and 
then, o f course, as the fa m ily  grows you move them into a b igger u n it . There is not any housing 
fo r  newly married people r ig h t  now because, how do they qet a house on a w a iting  l i s t  when they 
have no c h ild re n . Th is  is why we need more two bedrooms. A c tu a lly , that is  1n my plan fo r next 
year.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Okay, th is  is  my la s t question . John and I have to catch a plane. Every
community that we have v is ite d ,  there has always been a concern tha t the housing corp o ra tio n , 
because the headquarters is in  Y e llow kn ife , is  not responding to  the d iverse  needs of the various 
communities. Now, i f  the Housinq Corporation is  re structu red , how do you see s tru c tu ra l changes 
that could take place w ith in  the  housing corpora tion  to make i t  more responsive to community needs?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: I have seen a lo t  o f changes in the Housing Corporation since I have been w ith
i t  fo r the three years . Gradually I have seen some b e tte r in p u t, but i t  s t i l l  has a long way to 
go. I o ften  f in d  that the concerns come to us, they are sent down to  Y e llo w kn ife , or because of 
funding re s t r ic t io n s ,  they o ften  die down there because Y e llow kn ife  ju s t  does not have the money or 
are unable to get the money to put the th in g s  in place that are needed in the housing 
associa tions. We have been v e ry  lucky in th is  d is t r i c t .  I th ink that I  have got more funding here 
than any o f them. In fa c t ,  they have a benefits package fo r  a ll housinq associations e q u iv ilê n t to 
the government employees, and as fa r as I am aware, there is no other d is t r ic t  that has th a t. 
Things are coming, i t  is  just taking a long time.

MR. BALLANTYNE: As a fo llo w  up to th a t. Would i t  be easier do you th in k , i f  the regional o f f ic e
had more f l e x ib i l i t y .  I f ,  fo r instance, the reqional o f f ic e  was given a block of money and then a 
^ s j o n  could be made here of how that money should be spent, whether i t s  on rehab, whether i t s  on 

leve l?  pro9ram* A e th e r  its  on re n ta l. Would you lik e  to see more f l e x ib i l i t y  at the reqional

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: I would l ik e  to see more f l e x i b i l i t y  in the housing associations budgets. I 
have no problems with the  HAP and so on. I f  they want to give us x number o f grants then we can 
take i t  from there . I t  is  the, a c tu a lly , the housing associa tions budqets that are ju s t  not enouqh 
to address the problems in the communities.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anybody else? Sam.



MR. GARGAN: Yes, ju s t one f in a l question Jon . We are tourinq  the communities b a s ic a lly  because
the housing programs are not working or they are not as e ffe c t iv e  as we would lik e  to see i t  work. 
My question to you is ,  i f  you were to see a change in the corpo ra tio n , what kind of a change would 
you l ik e  to see?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: As an o ve ra ll s tru c tu re , I r e a l ly  do not know how to answer th a t. I would lik e
to have the tvnployees in the head o f f ic e  to  be a l i t t l e  b i t  more in tune of what is  going In to  the 
communities and what is going on in the communities. I f in d  tha t they need to be a l i t t l e  more 
aware of e xa c tly  what 1s going on. I f in d  tha t Is a real problem.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What is  the turnover in s ta ff  th a t you have had in your d is t r ic t  o ffic e ?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Too h igh .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Too hiqh. I t  is hard to keep people?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: I have not been f u l l y  s ta ffe d , w e ll,  I have been the d is t r ic t  manager fo r  two
years' and I imagine I have been f u l l y  sta ffed  maybe two or three months out of that tim e. That 1s 
understaffed too.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What do to a ttr ib u te  that to?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: I have not had so much people leaving the corpora tion . Some have gone to 
Ye llow kn ife , some have gone to other d is t r ic t s ,  and that is  my bigqest tu rn -o ve r, people going to 
other places. But, I cannot seem to obtain the man years that I need to do my job , and therefore  
the housing associations in  the communities do not get enough help because there is  ju s t  so much 
t ra v e ll in g  invo lved . I have one the b iggest d is t r ic t s ,  we do more programs than any other d is t r ic t  
that I  know of and we ju s t do not have the s ta ff  and, I suppose i t  is  money, i t s  man years , i t  is  
the whole th in g , i t  is a ll involved in one.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): 1 was qoinq to make a comment. You have done very  w ell in terms of 
programs and funding with a number of communities o b v io u s ly , but you have done very w ell w ith  what 
1s going on, an awful lot o f un its qoing in w ith  your federa l programs as w e ll.  The HAP program is  
18 u n its  th is  year, you are b u ild in g  them on a spec basis under the HAP program, Is that r ig h t?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: No, those a ll apply, and they are given a gran t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): How many requests have they had fo r  those un its? Are they a ll taken up? :

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes. We have a w a itin g  l i s t .  What we do, say, th is  September and October, we . %
w ill put out advertisements in the paper on the boards in the Bay, wherever we can, saying we are 
now acceptinq a p p lic a tio n s . By December o r January we w i l l  have them a llocated  and then we put^-1' ^  
them away and then next ye a r, we say you have to reapply. So, there is  always fresh  ones coming -
in.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What is  the average cost of those units? What are people going In to 'a
mortgage, under the R and R program?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: The R and R houses range from, w e ll,  la s t  year from $80,000 to $105,000, under,
the R and R program. Last year, we lo s t out funding, or our funding was stepped because when they 
were tendered out, here in In u v ik , they came in too high. I had qu ite  a few c lie n ts  who had been 
promised a house through me personally because the program was going to be done. So, I manaqed to 
find a person that could g ive  me some un its  at a lower cost by b ring ing  them out of the Yukon, used 
houses. Bring them to In u v ik , rehabbing them and sending them up, and we sold those la s t year 
under the R and R program.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): The average cost of those is  somewhere around t 4000?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes. '

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That is  a b so lu te ly lud icrous and I appreciate the comment that you made
to have an upset mortgage fig u re  then o f $25,000, i f  they are being costed out at $80 to  $80 some 
thousand d o lla rs . I think that that is  one o f the concerns that we have had. I do not know how 
much is  too much money to be making, in  order to buy one o f these, even though i t  is  based on 25- 
per cent of the s a la ry . B u t, i t  seems lud icrous to me to keep i t .  Do you know i f  there has been, 
any move on the p a rt of the corporation i t s e l f  to have th is  f ig u re  to deal w ith the federal
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government on a more r e a l is t ic  view o f g e ttin g  a rura l and remote u n it and havinq a sa la ry  f ig u re
coming in to  the household that is  a l i t t l e  b it  bette r than what is there now. 1 do not know how
people do i t ,  1f they are o n ly  making $40,000.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: W e ll, i t  is  s t i l l  in  lin e . I f  you read the proqram that is  submitted from CMHC
to us, i t  s t i l l  says $30,000. We are g rad u a lly  g e tt in g  them above i t ,  but they w i l l  not put
anything in w r it in g .  I have kind o f a d ire c t lin e  to  CMHC and I th ink  that that helps some, 
because we Hn other programs. The t i i in y  In a l bothers me is that morgages are new to the
North and do people r e a l ly  re a liz e  what 25 years is .  I mean 25 years fo r  a house in the North is  a
long time. Do we know the house is going to la s t fo r  25 years, in the South i t  w i l l .  Corporation 
houses have not been around fo r  25 ye a rs . So, are we mortqaaing something that is  going to be 
nothing but headaches la te r?  But, i t  is  a program that I  want to  d e liv e r  because i t  gets people in  
th e ir  own housing and i t  is  ju s t  another way o f doing i t ,  but we are t r y in g  to be very care fu l of 
who we put in .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): In the batchelor u n its , are they one bedroom or two bedroom?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: They are one bedroom apartments except fo r there is  one main un it that is  a
three bedroom.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is  i t  poss ib le  then to get. some newly married couples to move in to  those?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That is  the basis , or s in g le  parents?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: I t  is  po ss ib le . They are lookinq at single  parent, in other words, a husband
or a w ife w ith one c h ild  or s in g le  people. But, we w il l  see when the ap p lica tio n s s ta rt coming in 
e x a c tly  how they are coming in . I f  there  is a need fo r married couples, then maybe that is what we 
w i l l  look a t. The ones here In In u v ik , because there are so many, the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  i t s e l f  is
going to have to t r y  and be more involved in i t  so that we get a qood o v e ra ll.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): In the public  housing that is now ava ilab le  in In u v ik , not ju s t in Inuvik
but in your d is t r ic t ,  how many government s ta ff are l iv in g  in pu b lic  housing, or do you know?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Not o f f  hand. But, i t  is  the p o lic y  from the d is t r ic t  to the housing
associations th a t, i f  there is  government housing a va ila b le  for government employees then they do 
not l iv e  in housing association houses tha t are owned by the corpora tion .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): In Norman we had somebody t e l l  us that there are at least two houses
where government personnel were l iv in g  in pu b lic  housing and that there were qovernment s ta ff
housing a va ilab le . I do not know why, but we w i l l  be very touqh on tha t. I ju s t do not think that 
i t  is  r ig h t ,  i f  there is pu b lic  housing, then i t  should go to non-aovernment people. Now, I
recognize that a loca l person might be h ired by the government l iv in g  in public  housinq, and then 
to  have them move from th e ir  home in to  government housinq.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: But, i t  is  s t i l l  our fe e lin g  from the d is t r ic t  here that they should move. I f
there are houses s i t t in g  there empty owned by the qovernment, your qovernment employees should be
in  them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That is  what we are saying . But we have qotten that kind of feedback
from i t .

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: I think that the problem that you are running in to  there is that the government
is  saying, "W e ll, you have got a house now anyways, you can stay there and then we w i l l  keep those 
free fo r somebody e ls e ."  But, that is not the way i t  is supposed to work.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That is  not the way i t  should be. I recognize that that is  e xa c tly  what 
is  occuring. On the rehab business, and I agree again th a t you are t r y in g  to rehab these smaller 
un its  and make them three bedrooms, but they are too small. The other complaint that we have had, 
when we have been in  houses, is  w ith  that rehab proqram, where the loca tion  of the kitchen is ,  and 
there is  no lig h t  or no window in the bloody k itch en , there  is no lig h t  coming in n a tu ra lly ,  I
mean. There is  a l ig h t ,  but you have to keep i t  on a ll the time, even in the summer. There goes
the power consumption when you get 500 k ilow ats an hour or a year or a month, and then you go above
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that because you have to have l ig h t  In the kitchen or else the women cannot cook. The other th ing  
1s th a t , and these were the ones that we say s p e c if ic a l ly  In  Good Hope, the doors, they are f i r e  
traps because, both doors are at the fro n t of the house and the three bedrooms are at the other end 
of the house. I f  a f i r e  ever broke out, you would never get out. The rehab problem that we have 
w ith i t ,  1s that 1f they are going to rehab, su re ly  somebody must have a b ette r idea then to  s t ic k  
two doors at the fro n t of a house and then no other doors in  the bloody house. Plus the houses are 
on s t i l t s  and the windows ate small and tu uiúp out o f the window, f  there v.'eo a f i r e ,  you w . !1'* 
get out of the window somehow, but breaking the window of course presents a fu rth e r problem.

So, I  guess what we are say ng Is  tha t, there must be someway that Ideal people, or somebody w ith  
some idea o f rehab can switch one of those doors or at leas t get something close to one o f those 
bedrooms. I f  you are stuck in one of those three bedrooms, there is  no poss ib le  way o f g e ttin g  out 
of th a t house i f  there was a f i r e .  Those are the kind o f things that we have w ith  the k itchen , 
because of the darkness of i t  and why can we not put a l ig h t  in? They are dark In some of the 
homes. In Fo rt F rank lin  we saw some o f them and they are dark and they say, "We would lik e  to 
paint the w a lls  w h ite ", and they say, "No, you cannot". There has got to be some bette r means by 
which we can make these homes live a b le  in that regard.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: You are saying concerns I am aware o f ,  and in fa ct we have pointed them out to 
Ye llow kn ife , 1 do not know how many times. We have stated that the windows are too sm all. We have 
brought up that i f  the two main areas are f i r e  hazards, or course the furnace room and k itchen , to 
go by from the bedroom to any of the two doors, you e ith e r have to  go by the k itchen , and i f  you 
make i t  by the kitchen then you have to go by the furnace room. There, they stated that that was 
passed by the f i r e  marshall in  Y e llo w k n ife , and that r e a l ly  upsets me to no end.

We are s t i l l  b u ild in g  un its  with one door, and le g a lly  that is  okay, but I do not think that that 
is  common sense. This is where I go back where there is no d is t r ic t  or community input on housinn 
design. I send in a l i s t  of what has to be rehabed, they look at the design and then they design 
i t .  B a s ic a lly  I th ink we should he looking at a two year program saying, "Ju s t e xa c tly  how do you 
want them rehabed? What do you want, do you want them le f t  the same? Do you lik e  the desion of 
your house?" Then we w i l l  ju s t update i t ,  the plumbinn and so on, whatever. Why we have to tear 
the whole in s id e  and redesign every u n it, I have no idea. I t  does not make sense.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I f  you are not aware, you are being blamed, your d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  is  being 
blamed for being in s e n s itiv e  to th a t. Where in fa c t ,  you are saying i t  is  at the headquarters 
le v e l.  Who is  responsible fo r the desiqn of th is  rehab?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: The con struction  d iv is io n  farms i t  out to an A rc t ic  company.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is that Hal?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Programs would have some input in to  i t ,  but i t  is m ostly in the construction  
d iv is io n  th a t looks a fte r th is .  We have no input in to  th is .

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): W e ll, I th ink  that in order to get a b ette r appreciation of the 
d i f f ic u lt ie s  that you are experiencing, the business of communications and workshops g e ttin g  there 
has to  be - -  you have to get some th ing  along that lin e  to get that ou t, because the perception 
that we have heard from the housing associations or from people in  the communities, is  that you are 
the bad guy. You are not down there, you are in s e n s it iv e  of what is  goinq on, they make the 
representation to you, you carry the representation  fu rth e r , and nothing has happened. You are 
stuck in the middle, you are in a no win s itu a tio n .

I th ink that there must be some kind o f way that you can qet tha t message across, because one of 
the things that we have been hearing is that there is  a move or there is  a fe e lin g  that a community 
would be b e tte r o ff than Good Hope, so that there would be a qreater voice of the association there 
for the tenants. That i t  w il l  not ju st be an a u th o rity , but that they w i l l  amalgamate themselves 
somehow w ith  the municipal le v e l. Whether i t  is a settlem ent, a hamlet, a town, i t  would come 
under there. Then you are going to get an even greater pressure upon you from the people who are 
using i t ,  through you or over you through th e ir  MLAs in to  the government and in to  the corpora tion .

I th in k  that that is what we have been hearing. That we have a lo t  of people saying that that is  
the best way to go. That associations do not have any power that i t  is  supposed to be. They do 
not have enough of th a t, but there is one way to qet i t ,  and that is  to go the so c ie ty  route or the 
a u th o rity  rou te , or have the housing associa tion  under the contro l of the m u n ic ip a lity  or the loca l



government. Then, they viould have a greater force  behind them when they deal w ith  the concerns
such as the rehabs, k itchens, such as the input in to  the desiqns, such as the idea of ru ra l and
remote costs , the HAP programs, the whole th in g , senior c it iz e n s  and everyth ing e ls e .

So, I th ink that ju s t  to a lle v ia te  the concerns that you have, I chink th a t i t  has to get out to
the people th a t , you and your people are doing i t  ju s t the best that you can, but that your
requests are not coming through. You are not g e tt in g  the proper feedback. Because, 1n every 
instance that we have qone in to  the communities, you . your n f f i r o ,  your d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  arc the 
guys that are so in s e n s it iv e  to what is going on. You do not l is te n  to them, they have been going 
a fte r you a ll the tim e, and nothing ever happens. I  am not t e l l in g  you anything new or d if fe re n t ,
but I am sim ply saying that th is  is  the kind of th in g , so, when we come to deal w ith  the d is t r ic t  
o f f ic e ,  we say, "What the h e ll are you guys doing, you are not lis te n in g  to  what people are saying 
to  you ." How in the name o f heavens can you put a rehab, such as the two doors and no l ig h t  in  the 
k itchen . Why could you not cut out a window in the kitchen so that the natural l ig h t  comes in  in
the summer? There is  24 hours of d a y lig h t in these communities, and you have to  use a l ig h t  to
bake in the summer tim e. That is  the kind of th ing that we are qettin q  at.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Ĩ am not sure that the answer is  for them to become part o f the hamlet or
whatever. I th ink  they could q u ite  p o ss ib ly  then ju s t  be another part of the system. I think that 
the d ire c t vo ice  to me and to the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  is  s t i l l  the best rou te, i f  we can get someone at
the other end to l is te n .  Ye llow kn ife  has always stated that the d is t r ic t  is  on the fro n t lin e  and
i t  c e rta in ly  is  the case, and I am aware of i t .  I do not know what I can do other than advise them 
o f the problems and, they are advised of a ll of these problems that the housing associations do 
b rin g  up. A l l  I can keep doing is  to ju s t keep going over and over them again u n t il something is
done. I have no power to say, "T h is  has to be, you cannot do t h is . "  I do not have power lik e
th a t. B a s ic a lly , you sa id , " I  say okay, Ĩ want X number of rehabs, I want X number of u n its ."  
That is where i t  ends.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): But then, 1 guess i t  is  in the design of the rehab. I do not want to
prolong th is ,  but ju s t  another p o in t. We ta lk  about renta l sca le, and you aaree that i t  is 
in eq u itab le  because o f the con d ition  of the house, because of the d iffe re n c e  in i t .  The means by 
which the rent is  assessed, i t  depends upon the number of the people in the house who are working. 
That is even fo re ign  to other parts o f the country. You rent a un it fo r a set p r ic e . I mean, i f  I
am anywhere e lse , and I want to rent my house, 1 sim ply say, re n t. I do not care whether the
husband or the wife are workinq or the two ch ild ren  are working in i t ,  that is the amount of rent 
th a t I want fo r  my u n it .  But what the government does for the housing, they say, "W e ll, we w i l l  
re n t i t ,  but i f  the w ife  is  working we want some of her money fo r  the re n t ,  and i f  there is  two 
ch ild ren  in the fam ily  and they are workinq, we want some of th e ir  money as w e ll ."  Not ju s t  a set 
p r ic e . What are your comments about that kind of a concept?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: W ell, where th is  idea comes from of course is ,  i t  is  the same program r ig h t
across Canada, that CMHC, anything that they fund, then they b a s ic a lly  have a certa in  set scale in 
e f fe c t .  Up u n til th is  past sca le , the d iffe re n ce  between th e ir  scale and our sca le , the 
corporation picked up the d iffe re n c e , which cost them a lo t of money. Now, this new scale, what 
they are t ry in g  to do is b ring i t  in lin e  w ith  the re s t of Canada so that they are not pickinq up 
the d e f ic it  every ye a r. That is  where i t  stems from, because a ll we get is  low cost housing and 
th a t is one of our problems. Low cost housing meaning, that CMHC has a certa in  scale into the 
operation and we are advised to qo along w ith  that sca le . In the past we have not and we have had
to  pick up the d e f ic i t ,  so now the corporation is t r y in g  to get away from the d e f ic i t  and go w ith  
the normal scale.

Maybe, we have to look at ju s t  b u ild in q  some rental un its  and saying that that is the rent on them, 
and that is i t .  There always w i l l  be low cost housing no matter where you qo in any country, but 
why do we have ju s t low renta l housing? What kind of communities is  that going to develop. I t  is 
not developing communities.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You are aoing to requ ire  socia l housing reqard less. But you know, you
have the same p o lic y  whether northern ren ta ls  before they are so ld , same amount, no hot running 
w ater, as you do fo r  pu b lic  housing. The same concept. Those northern re n ta ls  w i l l  pay fo r 
themselves time and time again, which is  a good reason why they have been so ld .

The concerns th a t we hear from people and we would lik e  to hear more because, we are meeting w ith  
the town council and meeting with the housing association as w e ll,  and we are having a pu b lic  
meeting to n ig h t, and those concepts that we are ta lk in g  about here w i l l  be the concepts that we 
have talked about w ith the others and we w i l l  be ta lk in g  as w e ll.  I t  is  a problem.
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One f in a l one tha t I have. Do you th ink the corpora tion  should re ta in  its  present s ta tu s , or do
you think i t  should be part o f a parcel of the regional o ffic e ?

MR. JON MAGNUS50N: I think that i t  should re ta in  i t s  status fo r  a number o f reasons. One good
example o f that is  that th is  year, i f  we were a department, we would not have been able to  rece ive  
the funding fo r the s in g le  u n its  th is  year. We are not able to get outside funding i f  we were a
denart.ment. in the <ягор wav we are now Ut> wmilrl not i t  frnm ГМНГ n f c o u rte . ! do OOt th in k  th a t
i t  is  th e ir  mandate saying tha t you have to be a separate corpo ra tio n , and 1 do not think that they 
would have any problems with us being a department, but i t  is ju s t l ik e  any other department. I 
hear the same com plaints about Fducation and a ll  the rest o f them in the communities, we do not
have a vo ice . By making them a department, does that g ive  them have a b e tte r voice? I do not
think that i t  does.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Just in  add ition  to what Arnold had said about the windows in the k itchen . I t  is  a
r e a l ly  sad case. Having that l ig h t  on steady a l l  hours of the day. At th is  time of year in the 
T e r r i to r ie s ,  you do not need l ig h t  at a l l ,  and ye t the kitchens are ju s t  p itch  black because there 
is  no window the re . They are w i l l in g  to put a window in themselves, w ith no cost to the 
corpora tion  or to  the asso cia tion , but they w i l l  not even le t  them do th a t, and you are t e l l in g  us 
that i t  is  the headguarters in  Ye llow kn ife  that does not want th is ,  so you have no say in it?

MR, JON MAGNUSSON: No, in fa c t  I am aware of the problem, but the community has never advised me
in w r it in g  that that is  what they want to do. That is  what they have to do, We have to ld  then 
th a t, so that I can go to Ye llow kn ife  saying that I want to do a s tru c tu ra l chanye in  these u n its .

MRS. LAWRENCE: B ut, when you were in the communities, you saw that and you are aware of i t .  I t  is  
r e a l ly  hard fo r some of the loca l people to w r ite , i t  is  not lik e  you and I to s it  down and w r ite ,  
i t  is  not so in the communities. So, why could you not recommend that for them? I f  not, why even 
have a d is t r ic t  o ffic e ?

My other question is  that you said that i t  should be a separate body, the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e .  I do 
not agree that i t  should be a separate body, I th ink that i t  would be b ette r to go with the
regional o f f ic e  and have regional co -o rd in a to rs  and a ll  of th a t, because the fundinq that you got 
fo r these u n its , the local association  could have got the same th in g . I t  probably would have been
bette:' i f  they got i t  themselves rather than going through the d is t r ic t .

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: As a department, we could not have qot the fundinq.

MRS. LAWRENCE: As a department you could not, but as a loca l association  they could have, and you
could ju s t  assist them at the community le ve l.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: The association would be under that department. That would be the o n ly
problem.

MRS. LAWRENCE: No, because i t  would be separate from you rs.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Have you had requests from bands along the V a lle y  or in your area, to do
or to take over the rehab program? I know that in Fort F ranklin  or Fo rt Norman people are doing I t
th is  year.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Yes, they are.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): But in Fo rt Frank lin  for example, they have two people w ith in  the
association themselves, that are journeyman, one of them being from Thebacha C o llege . Is  I t  
something that you promote, th a t the hands w i l l  take over th is  rehab, th a t they w il l  get the people
to do i t ,  that they w i l l  oversee the rehab even w ith  the prearranged rehab that goes on?

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Are you are ta lk in g  about the associations doing the inspections?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Yes, or doing the actual work.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: W e ll, the thing is ,  i f  we qot more funding to g ive  them more manpower, they
have a fu l l - t im e  job m aintain ing the un its  that they have got. So i f  you take them o f f  th e ir
current job in the summer, of doing the furnaces and a ll the rest of i t ,  a ll you are goinq to  do is  
hurt the other housing.



CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Let us say th a t the band, the developing corporation in F o rt F ra n k lin , 
- -  I found i t  weird to see a band developing corpora tion  in  F c t  F ra n k lin  and then they h ire  people 
from F o rt  Norman to  do the rehab. Now here is  a small p ro je c t that they could have employed some 
local people to do i t  under the supervis ion  of a p ro perly  tra ined  carpenter or whatever.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: W e ll, la s t year when the rehabs were tendered in Fort Norman, the Fo rt Norman 
band developed a corp o ra tio n , they have been on a co n tra c t, they were accepted and when F ra n k lin 's  
were tendered th is  year, the corporation was s t i l l  in e ffe c t and i t  was awarded to the Fo rt Norman 
community. I am sure ;hat i f  Fort F ra n k lin  had Heu«inneH a corporation and bid on the tender, they 
would have got i t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCal.um): Are there any other questions on Mr. Magnusson'c operation? John, I 
would l ik e  to thauĸ you ve ry  k in d ly  for coming o ve r. Just to in d ica te  again, you know, we are not 
on a w itch  hut,,. of the corpora tion  or the d is t r i c t .  What •■•e are t r y in g  to do is  to f in d  out from 
people th e ir  concerns and i t  is  not our purpose to come in here to t r y  to  knock down the 
corpora tion . There obviou sly w i l l  be recommendations as we go along dealing w ith  the operation o f 
the corpora tion  and quite p o ss ib ly  w ith in  the ph ys ica l makeup of the corpo ra tio n .

But, we are concerned, because we hear kind o f horror s to r ie s  that ao on in communities about 
things and what we are t r y in g  to do is  to  see i f  they can be corrected . I t  may be tha t times are 
going to  have to change in regard to the government i t s e l f  that we may have these p r io r i t ie s  fo r 
other departments. But i f  there is  such a concern about housing, and i f  we get the same kind of 
turnouts that we have been ge ttin q  - -  we went to Tuk and we had 60 odd people out on a miserable 
night and Fort Norman, and each n igh t that we went out, not ju s t here but in the Fast, we have had 
these community meetings goinq on u n til about 1:00 in  the morning. So, there is  a concern, and 
what we are try in g  to do is  l is te n . We are not t r y in g  to g ive  out any answers, we do not have the 
answers. We w i l l  be making a report to the Assembly in November, which w i l l  l ik e ly  take the form 
o f an in te rim  re p o rt, that we requ ire  more time to qet arojnd to other communities. We have got 
requests fo r another 30 odd communities to  get to ye t. So, I would l ik e  to thank you v e ry  much on 
behalf o f the committee fo r  coming cut th is  morning.

MR. JON MAGNUSSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you fo r  lis te n in g  to my concerns too.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Good. They are important as w e ll ,  and as I said we are meeting w ith  
these other people la te r on to n ig h t. At 1:30 we have a meeting w ith the housing association here. 
We have been in the East and the la s t week or so we have been in C o lv i i le  Lake, Fort Norman, Fo rt 
Good Hope, Fo rt F ra n k lin , Tuk and here.

MEETING WITH THE INUVIK HOUSING ASSOCIATION

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): My name is Arnold McCallum and I am the MLA for Fort Smith, Slave R ive r. 
Ludy Pudluk is  the MLA from the High A rc t ic  and he liv e s  m Resolute Bay and is co-chairman of th is  
special committee. Mr. Red Pedersen, MLA fo r K itikm eot West and liv e s  in Coppermine, E l i ja h  Erkloo 
who liv e s  in Pond In le t ,  MLA fo r Foxe Basin, we have Michael Angottit.auruq from Gjoa Haven, MLA fo r 
K itikm eot East, Sam Gargan, who is  MLA fo r  Deh Cho which is  in Fort Providence and E liz a  Lawrence 
who is a Member fo r  Tu Nedhe which comprises of Fo rt R esolution, but she live s  in  Ye llow knife .

We are here to hear from various peoples in the community, th e ir  concerns regarding housing. We 
have met with various peoples, e ith e r in public meetings or at meetings such as th is  w ith  housing 
associations in other communities, where there is  a d is t r ic t  headquarters with a d is t r ic t  manager. 
We have met w ith the loca l municipal government as well where they have requested i t .  We are 
looking at a ll aspects of housiuq. The supply, a llo c a tio n , d is t r ib u t io n , i f  you like , o f housing 
w ith in  a d is t r ic t  or w ith in  a community and of course, here we are concerned w ith  you people here 
in  the town of In u v ik .

We have hear many th ings . We are not part of the Housing Corporation. We are not p a rt of the 
M in is te r ’ s s ta ff  in Ye llo w kn ife , we are a l l  e lected MLAs, we are a committee of the Assembly. We 
are to g ive  a report in November about what we have heard. We may or may not make recommendations 
at that tim e, we w i l l  lik e  to t r y  and extend our mandate a l i t t l e  fu rth e r . We would l ik e  to hear 
your concerns on housinq, what you feel about i t ,  any aspects of i t .  We do not have the answers to 
your questions, that is why we are out lis te n in g  to what people want. We expect th a t in the 
re p o rt, that we w i l l  make recommendations to change government p o lic y  or the government's agency, 
the c o rp o ra tio n 's  p o lic y .  But, in no way are we connected with anything to do with the Housinq 
Corporation and/or the Executive Council o f the government. Do you want to say anything fu rth e r 
Ludy? So, w ith those very b r ie f  opening remarks, we are w i l l in g  and ready.
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MS BETTY DEE: I w i l l  introduce you to our board: Ruth Coady, chairman; Carey M arsha ll,
vice-chairm an; Dave Seabrook, chairman of fin a n ce ; Ken Hamilton, household income forms; Mary 
T u rn b u ll; Diana Tingm iak; S h ir le y  Kasoon; my maintenance forman, J e f f  G ard iner; and I am B e tty  Dee, 
manager.

What 1 have brought to pass to the housing committee ju s t  so th a t they w i l l  have an idea o f what 
the board is  dealing  w ith  on a day to day b a s is , is  the la s te st p ic tu re s  from 1978. I f  you want to  
sta rt looking at them and passing them down, i t  w i l l  g ive  you an idea of some of the concerns o f 
our board.

MR. JEFF GARDINER: I go t a c a ll on a Saturday morning from a tenant l iv in g  across the s tre e t ,  that 
there had been teenagers going in and out o f th is  u n it a l l  the previous n igh t before. Mrs. Dee, 
the manager was away, so I c a lle d  the chairman, Mrs. Coady and she advised me to go and check i t  
out, and th is  is  the way that I found the u n it .  There was nobody in the u n it at the tim e.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): There was nobody l iv in g  in the un it?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: W e ll, there was nobody in there. The place was s t i l l  leased to a previous
tenant.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is that a pub lic  housing unit?

MR. J tF F  GARDINER: Yes i t  is ,  under section 43.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): W e ll, we w i l l  ju s t pass i t  around. Are there any other comments that .you
would l ik e  to make? I am s o rry , we record e ve ryth in g , so I wonder, i f  you are going to speak, 
please id e n t ify  yourse lves so that when we take the tra n sc rip tio n s  from the tape, we w i l l  know ju s t 
who said what.

MS RUTH COADY: My name is  Ruth Coady, chairman of the board. What I would lik e  to say on that 
unit was p r io r to  th is  we had a notice  o f term ination out on that u n it , fo r  the same th in g , 
extensive damages. We were asked why the c o rp o ra tio n , who had the word from Gordon Wray, that we 
not term inate th is  un it u n til he had looked into i t  - -  since we had to put that on hold , th is  
fu rth e r damage took place in the meantime.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): When was that?

MS RUTH COADY: A p r i l ,  and i t  was quite  awhile that we had not heard back and we ju s t had to leave
i t  as i t  was w ith  the tenants in there.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Did Mr. Wray see the unit?

MS RUTH COADY: No he d id  not. He saw p ic tu re s , we sent him not those cop ies, those were la te r
dated p ic tu re s , but we sent him copies of the o r ig in a l damage to the u n it. The tenant has since 
vacated the u n it.

MR. JEFF GARDINER: F o rtu n a lly  I have a s l ig h t  sense of humour when I go in to  places l ik e  th is  and 
this one immediately struck me as a tossed salad because there was a head of le ttuce  on the f lo o r ,  
french dressing spread a l l  over the place, mayonaisse a ll over the place and caribou leqs and fis h  
a ll over the p lace.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): So one of your prim ary concerns is the abuse of the u n its . Is that a
major concern?

MS RUTH COADY: Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is that prevalent throughout the u n its .

MS RUTH COADY: Th is  is not an iso la ted  case, i t  is  one of the worst ones but i t  is not an iso la ted
thing.

MR. JEFF GARDINER: I do the m a jo rity  o f check in and check outs of tenants and we do have tenants
that do leave u n its  in a shape that I would be p e r fe c t ly  w i l l in g  to move in r ig h t away and you
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would not have to  clean in behind the fr id g e  because they leave the un its so clean. But we do have 
a lo t  of cases lik e  th is  and we have been try in g  to  do the  best we can. As a maintenance foreman I 
f in d  i t  extrem ely d i f f i c u l t  to schedule recommended maintenance and a proper maintenance schedule 
when we f in d  ourselves besieged by so much re p a irs  that we have to  do which are tenant caused, by 
tenants that get evicted  and so i t  is v e ry  hard to  get th e  money back from them.

I ,  m yself am concerned that we spend so much time doing repa irs  th a t there is  no way we can to the 
maintenance on the u n its  and the government spends m illio n s  of d o lla rs  b u ild in g  these houses and 
here we are, we do not have the manpower to nave a proper preventive  maintenance program in  place 
and administer i t  when we are beseeched by tenant neglect and damage and abuse lik e  th is .

CHAIRMAN (Mr,, McCallum): You have four f u l l  time maintenance personnel or three under you and two
casuals?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: One casual. I ju s t  corrected Mrs. Lawrence's form here. Our bottom two
casuals l is te d  there are no longer w ith  us. We have one apprentice in that p o s ition  now. But
m yself I am a working foreman and as such J am expected to  look a fte r  the adm in istra tive  end of the 
maintenance department as w e ll as supervise the men and also do as much of the work as I can
p o ss ib ly  do m yse lf. A l l  th is  e n ta ils  ordering su pp lies , checking on In ve n to ries , checking on work 
orders, issu ing work orders that end of the maintenance department which has to be done but which 
s t i l l  takes up an awful lo t o f time.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What would you suggest as a remedy for the s itu a tio n  then?

MS BETTY DEE: The biggest problem that we have id e n t if ie d  is that we have to many units for the
number of man years th a t we have to m aintain them as Je ff  has sa id . So a c tu a lly  our time is  taken 
1n re p a irs . The only way th a t we cou ld , with the budgets that we have to work w ith in  those budgets 
fo r which I  am responsib le , is  to be able to charge an exo rb ita n t damage deposit to tenants to t r y  
and cover some o f these damages when they are done. But norm ally these type of people, when you 
have to e v ic t  them, net only do they leave damages but th e y  leave a certa in  amount of a rrea rs , so 
your damage deposit or s e c u rity  deposit that we take from them when they qo into a unit is  applied 
f i r s t l y  to  the renta l arrears before i t  is  applied to the damages. There is  r e a l ly  no way around 
i t  other than to  get. add itiona l funding from the government to maintain the units that they put up 
and ask us to adm in ister.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What is you p o lic y  regard ing arrears?

MS BETTY DEE: We have a set p o lic y  that the board has la id  down.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCAllum): Do you have i t  in a p o lic y  manual?

MS BETTY DEE: Not in a p o lic y  manual, i t  is in our board minutes as a re so lu tio n  that the board
has passed.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Could we get a copy o f your p o lic y  regarding rent and arrears i f  you
would not mind?

MS BETTY DEE: C e r ta in ly .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCAllum): Are there other questions? E l iz a .

MRS. LAWRENCE: Just looking at these p ictures i t  is sicken ing. A l l  the services that are in the
country, there is  no need fo r  th is .  I t  ju st proves what kind of service  we are provid inq and how
e ffe c t iv e  they are. A ll the education, t ra in in q , th a t is e x is t in g  w ith in  government w itn in
o rga n iza tio n , w ith in  agency, and you show us p ic tu re s  lik e  th is . Why are we here, why are you guys
here? I t  is r e a l ly  sad, I am sick to see p ic tu re s  lik e  th is . I f  everybody was doing th e ir  job 
e f fe c t iv e ly  there would be no need fo r th is  type o f th ing . There are such th ings as workshops that 
could be made a va ila b le  and lik e  I said with a l l  the t ra in in g  and programs e x is t in g  w ith in  the 
country so much money is put in to  i t ,  and we come up with something lik e  t h is .  T h is  w il l
d e f in ite ly  go in our report and I am ju s t  sorry to see something l ik e  th is  coming out of a program 
that is supposed to be de live red  to the people.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anyone else? Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you. The p ic tu res  th a t you show us, you have 190 u n its  according to the l i s t  
we have here. Is th is  one u n it out o f  190 o r how many have you had problems w ith? Sure ly you must 
have a whole bunch that you have no problems with.

MRS. 3ETTY DEE: We do have a m a jo rity  of our u n its  that we do not have that type o f problem w ith . 
I th ink b a s ic a lly  the reason v:hy I brought -.hose p ic tu res fo r you to soc today v;as to  tu o fo ld : For 
you to see the type of damages that we do run In to  and th is  does happen I would say
approxim ately every three months, as soon as the problem is  id e n t if ie d  i t  goes to the board fo r 
action  to be taken and of course as you know according the Landlord and Tenant Ordinance you must
give them 30 days ren ta l n o tice . So i f  i t  is  in the middle of the month then they a c tu a lly  have
s ix  weeks before th e ir  term ination notice  becomes e ffe c t iv e .

The other reason I brought these to you was to ind icate  to you that the M in is te r had a c tu a lly
stepped in and had made the hoard stop th e ir  action  when the board 1s there to id e n t ify  these
problems to take action and a bleeding heart goes to the M in is te r, the M in is te r lis te n s  to that
bleeding heart even though he has a ll the report on paper and i t  is  s t i l l  held up fo r  three months
and futher damages that are done. Now th is  is one of the things that the board was very  upset
about and 1 am surprised that they are not r e a l ly  g iv in g  i t  to you both guns but th is  is a problem
and since Mr. Wray became the M in is ter i t  has happened three times. Now I don’ t  know i f  a l l  three
times were his involvement or whether i t  was corporation involvement but a ll three times there was 
action  stopped on the board. They do not do th ings I r r a t io n a lly  and they do not do th ings on a 
p e rso n a lity  base or a biased base.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you. On th is  p a rt ic u la r  case your board took the e v ic tio n  action on the
tenant and then th is  action was reversed by the M in is te r. During the reversal period , was that 
when these p ic tu res were taken? Is that correct?

MS RUTH COADY: Yes, that is  co rre c t.

MR. PEDERSEN: How many e v ic tio n s  to you have per ye a r, or in the la s t  12 months?

MS RUTH COADY: 1 would say two or three a month.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is that fo r damages or fo r  arrears?

MS RUTH COADY: That is  based on damages.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anybody else? Mrs. Dee.

MRS. BETTY DEE: Mr. McCallum, when we take you on the inspection of the houses, in the Sidney
Apartment b u ild in g  we had one instance th is  morninq where I had to go In and kick out a bunch of 
people that were in an apartment. This w i l l  go to the M in is te r, I know i t  w i l l ,  I know the person 
involved , however that person i t  not there at the moment.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Who has requested the M in ister to stop action on them? The tenant?

MRS. BETTY DEE: I honestly do not know because we are not given that information althouqh we have
asked for i t  we have never been to ld .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You asked of the M in is te r 's  o ffic e ?

MRS. BETTY OEE: Asked of the corporation who gave us our d ire c t io n .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anything fu rth e r on the business o f maintenance? What is  your re n ta l
c o lle c t io n  average out?

MRS. BETTY DEF: Way above average.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Which means? Percentage.
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MRS. BETTY DEE: The co ipo ra tio n  had 100 per cent assessment c o lle c t io n  and I had 145 per cent.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That is  p ick ing  up arrears?

MRS. BETTY DEE: W e ll, th is  was in assessments and p ick ing  up arrears c o rre c t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): E l iz a .

MRS. LAWRENCE: What process do you take before you g iv e  e v ic tio n  notices?

MRj. BETTY BEE. Aie you talking tentai ui uaniaye?

MRS. LAWRENCE: For both. Lets take re n ta l f i r s t  and then we w i l l  go in to  damage.

MRS. BETTY DEE: Okay, your ren ta l c o lle c t io n s  before e v ic tio n s  notices are served, they get th e ir
statement showing them th e ir  balance and then they net a le t te r  and then they get th e ir  notice  of 
term ination.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Do you pe rso na lly  see the person or ta lk  to them?

MRS. BETTY DEE: They are sent a le t te r  saying please come into the o f f ic e  and discuss th is  with
the manager or come and speak to the board. So they have that o ppo rtu n ity . Normally they do 
phone, we do not have too many e v ic tio n s  that are followed through because of non payment of ren t, 
the m a jo rity  of than do pay up th e ir  re n t.

The damages are a l i t t l e  b it  d if fe re n t  because what happens is  i f  a regu lar in sp e ctio n , say th is  
happens without i t  being a regu la r inspectio n , i t  w i l l  be a maintenance serviceman that w i l l  go 
in to  a un it w i l l  come back and say "Gee B etty th is  u n it is in bad shape." Then I w il l  send them a 
notice  saying that I w i l l  be doing an in spectio n , a dainaqa inspection . We w i l l  go in and do the 
damage inspection then i t  comes back to the board, they see the p ic tu re s . Quite  p o ss ib ly  one or 
two of the board members w i l l  accompany us on th is  damage inspection and then they make th e ir  
decision and i t  .is an immediate th ing and there is  no rescin d ing  of th a t.

MRS. LAWRENCE: They are evicted immediately?

MRS. BETTY DEE: Well they have the 30 day re n ta l. So i t  could be up to to s ix  weeks or seven 
weeks depending upon when in the month, but our board meets the f i r s t  Wednesday o f each month so i t  
is  usua lly  r ig h t  a fte r tha t.

MRS. LAWRENCE: It  is  explained to them, lik e  some people cannot read or w rite .

MRS. BETTY DEE: Dh yes. They know what i t  is and why they are being evic ted . They are u su a lly
ca lled  into the o ff ic e  p re v io u s ly  and they are to ld  what we have found, the tenant caused damages,
the approximate cost of these damages say $3000, they are asked i f  they are prepared to pay for
them as we make the repa irs  to the u n it . I f  they say they don 't have that kind of money w ell I 
have no choice but to take i t  to the board.

MRS. LAWRENCE: It  was brought to my a tten tion  the la s t couple of days that people are evicted
without no tice . You know how you hear th ings , you have to hear both sides of the s to ry . They are 
saying that th e ir  belongings are thrown in the garbaqe because they have no place to store th e ir  
them. So in my mind I see the board coming and taking the ir s tu ff  and throwing i t  in the garbage.
I would ju s t lik e  an explanation on tha t.

MRS. BETTY DEE: I know e xa c tly  the case you are re fe rr in g  to because i t  is  an ongoing th in g . Just
about every other day you have the same conversation on the telephone. This u n it that I think you 
are speaking about was condemned by the Department of Health from un sanitary l iv in g  con d itio n s , one 
of our newer un its by the way. The damages to the u n it were exten sive , the tenant in question was 
to ld  she had to get her s tu ff  ou t, we cou ld n 't leave the u n it  as i t  was any longer because the 
stench was too bad. She apparently sent a g ir lf r ie n d  in to  clean out the u n it  and at the time 
a fte r that fr ie n d  had le f t  we said now is  that i t ,  is there anything else you would lik e  to get out 
o f here? The answer was no, that is i t .  So everyth ing else went to the dump because that is where 
everyth ing goes.
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MR. JEFF GARDINER: Ĩ was on that move p e rso n a lly  and when the fr ie n d  o f  the tenant had fin ish ed
c le a rin g  out what they wanted, we had workmen go 1n and they ju s t  pushed e ve ryth in g  toward the door
and then loaded i t  onto a pick-up truck . I t  took two p ick -u p  loads of s tu f f  and i t  was p iled three 
o r four feet high by the door to get i t  out. There was a good cord of c lo th in g  and s tu f f  to haul
to  the dump. We run across that q u ite  o ften .

I have been w ith  the housing associa tion  for seven years . I started as an apprentice and have
worked my way through the ranks up to maintenance forman. I have noticed that since Mrs. Dee has 
been the manager, that she has taken a much firm e r l in e  and the board has backed her up on th is  
í 1 ne and, you know, you may ca ll П  a firm er l in e ,  but i t  1s ju s t lfa b le  because th is  1s public mone 
that we are spending here. Let us not ju s t  throw a rock through tha t window and just c a ll  housing 
and they w ill replace i t  free  of charge, i t  w i l l  just cost you a d o lla r  n o t $100.

ĩ  have seen a lo t  of cases where tenants w ill  say, "Yes, yes, I w i l l  pick up my s tu ff tomorrow, I
w i l l  p ick  up my s tu ff  tomorrow." But, tomorrow never comes, and we wait and wait and we have to
get in there, we have to get the place ready fo r  somebody e lse . I have a schedule maintenance and 
I say, "Okay, you have to have tha t s tu ff  out by F rid a y , my men are qoinq in Monday." I f  they do 
not pick 1t up on F rid a y , then on Monday i t  has to qo to  the dump, because I cannot a ffo rd  to have 
my men standing by when I have workorders stacked up in  the o ff ic e  for work to be done. There is 
no way that we can a fford  to have the men always changing hack and fo rth  from jo b s . I have qot to 
be able to schedule them s l ig h t ly .

But then, u s u a lly  about a week a fte r  we haul the  s tu ff  to the dump, people w i l l  come by and say, 
"Oh, is  my s tu f f  s t i l l  here?" I have had that happen three, four or f i v e  tim es. We te l l  them, 
"No, you had your chance." They ju s t  walk away, they do not seem to  worry too much about i t .  They 
d id  not worry enough about )t  to come and get i t ,  so, I guess, they are not too worried about i t  
a fte r i t  is gone.

A ls o , 1 have a copy o f a house Inspection report here, a blank copy. I t  shows the c r i t e r ia  that we 
use when we go in to inspect a house. I t  is broken down according to room and i t  has various 
th in gs : windows, screens, f lo o rs , w a lls , c e i l in g ,  p a in t, cupboards, countertop?, doors, lig h ts  and
o u t le ts ,  smoke detectors , fr id g e , stove and there  is various check marks for co n d itio n s . Good,
f a i r ,  poor or tenant caused. Some of our inspection reports come out m ostly a ll good and fa i r  
check marks and in some of them you see an awful lot o f black marks in the tenant caused section .
I can g ive  th is  copy to you.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I have another question, in fa c t ,  I have two questions. My f i r s t  question is , have
you ever held a workshop, or do you see a big need fo r a workshop on tra in in q  the tenants on how 
they should look a fte r th e ir  appliances, such as the ir stove, fr id g e  or s tu f f  l ik e  that?

MS RUTH COADY: Apparently I did not know th is .  Just in the past year, I requested through the 
Native Women's Association i f  we could have a part-tim e person employed by housing to do home 
management types of programs out o f the Native Women’ s o f f ic e  and to do tra in in g  where we see i t  
necessary. Because, yor are e xa c tly  r ig h t ,  a lo t  of people ju s t  do not know, they are not educated
on how to  look a fte r a u n it ,  and they do not know where to r e a l ly  s ta r t .  So, we have requested to
have somebody on our s ta ff  p a rt-tim e  who would be just involved in that, to catch a problem r ig h t  
in  the bud and work with that person. A pp aren tly  that has been requested in the past. I thouqht
at one point we would be able to have th a t, but I guess we are not now. There is  no money in the
budget.

MRS. LAWRENCE: So, you did request i t  and nothing has come out of i t ?

MS RUTH COADY: Yes, nothinq has come out of i t ,  no. That was requested fo u r years ago. I thought
that I had a good idea th is  year, Dut i t  was requested four years ago.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Okay, that is  f in e . I w i l l  get to another su b je c t. Do you know the phone number
o f the senior c it iz e n 's  home?

MRS. BETTY DEE: They do not have a phone.

MRS. LAWRENCE: They do not have a phone in  there for them?

MRS. BETTY DEE: No, each u n it p re t ty  well has i t s  own phone. S o rry , the senior c it iz e n s  home does 
not have a pu b lic  phone. Most tenants have th e ir  own phone, as i t  is the re s p o n s ib il it y  of each
tenant
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MRS. JWRtNCE: p^ay- another complaint that was brought to me, so I am ju s t  saying i t .
You can t e l l  me I f  i t  is r ig h t o r wrong, that is a l l  we want to know because we are here to take
i®?*irn s _.wLd v e*s Qi everybody e lse  and th is  is one of the concerns that was brought to ne. Th is
l i t t l e  ad here aoout Peter Sage, apparently he 1s maintenance or looking a fte r  —  superintendent 
f ®H ^h®. senu,o r c1t1/ens home. The complaint that I got was that he is  doing business out o f the 
old fo lk s  home, and i t  says, no overhead means lower p r ic e . They said n a tu ra lly  there is  no

TL tome fo r  ms business plus he is  plugging in a l l  of his
trucks outside at the home, plus he Is using the fr id g e  or whatever coo ler that is ava ilab le  fo r 
h1s I cod that, he is o rde ring  In bu lk , so the other people are unable to use i t .  Could you Just 
expla in  that to me. '

MRS. BETTY DEE: I  sure can. F i r s t  of a l l ,  Peter has another loca tion  fo r his business other than
the senior c it iz e n s  tome. He does have his awn fre e z e r , which p o ss ib ly  he does put some orders in
I t .  That 1 cannot t e l l  you, 1 have never checked h is  fre e ze r, 1 do not think that that is  any o f
my business. The other th ing  is  that he is  e n t it le d  to pluq In one v e h ic le , which he did a l l  la s t 
w in te r, riot two. That superin tendent’s p o s it io n  was advertised in the paper a year aqo in  June and 
i t  ran or three weeks In the paper and we had one a p p lic a tio n  which was Peter Saqe. As i t  is  now, 
Peter is  going to be leav ing  the North, and the board has extended h is  contract on a month to month 
basis because we have not had any in d ic a tio n  of anyone that is  w il l in q  to take that p o s it io n . I t  
is  a very a i t f ic u l t  p o s it io n .

MRS. LAWRENCE: That is  good, that is  a l l  1 wanted to  know. Thank you.

MRS. BETTY DEE: One th in g  though, that you w i l l  f in d  i f  you look at that ad. 2006, I b e lie ve  is
th6 number, th it  is  Also Peter*s persondl number. That is why he $ay$ no overhead,

MRS. LAWRENCE: So, he is  using th is  personal phone for business.

MRS. BETTY DEE: Yes, but he does not have people come knocking on h is  door sayinq, " I  want a $1000
worth of g ro c e r ie s ."  I know m yself, that I get some groceries throuqh Peter, but i t  is  never done 
through the senior c it iz e n s  home.

MRS. LAWRENCE: But he does have h is  phone at the sen ior c it iz e n s  home.

MRS. BETTY DEE: He has two lines af. the senior c it iz e n s  home. One of them is lis te d  under Peter
Sage.

MRS. LAWRENCE: So i t  comes into h is  home then?

MRS. BETTY DEE: Yes.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Sc they were r ig h t then, in saying that he does have a phone in the senior c it iz e n s  
home?

MRS, 3ET1Y DEE: In his own apartment, yes, because he liv e s  there. Yes. There are q u ite  a few of 
the tenants in Inuvik that have businesses and that a c tu a lly  have an extension phone of th e ir  
business in th e ir  u n it. The board is  well aware of th is  and as lonq as thev have another loca tion  
to run th e ir  business from, the board has accepted i t .

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, A fte r  looking at the p ic tu res there, I have a
question. I wanted to know what happened in that p ic tu re  e xa c tly . I am wonderinq i f  the tenant 
aid not know aoout housekeeping or was i t  another reason?

MRS. BETTY DEE: I think tha t the b ig  problem in those p ictures is a lco ho l. The tenant is  aware o f
now to keep house. The tenant has fam ily  in town and there r e a l ly  is  no reason fo r 1t. I t  is  not 
as it  she d id  not know, she did know. Alcohol was a b ig problem. The previous p ic tu res I did not 
b ring them because they were sent to the M in is te r, showed them s it t in q  in the house d rin k in q , and 
th is  was the big problem, alcohol is  a biq problem. The m a jo rity , in fa c t, I would say 100 per 
cent or 99 per cent of a ll o f the e v ic tio n s  that are done through damages, are alcohol re la te d .

Now, we have had some success. I must pat myself on the back, I fee l very qood. I have talked to 
a lot of the tenants that we have had these problems w ith , and they have gone to Delta House. 
••hi1'5 \S í  tepresentnti va o f Delta House and we do work very c lo s e ly  together. I fee l very qood 
chat a lo t of these tenants that we would have evicted  fo r damaqes, have straightened out and have 
brought th e ir  l i f e - s t y le s  around. They know how to keep house, but when they are drink inq  i t  ju s t
aoes not m atter.
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MR. JEFF GARDINER: Ju s t to c la r i f y  those p ic tu re s . The actual tenant was not in residence, not In
the house at the tim e. She was in the h o s p ita l, and her daughter who was supposed to be looking 
a fte r  the house fo r  h e r, had to ld  another person that he could stay there but he was not allowed to 
le t  anyone else in . So what happened from th e re , we do not know. But, that was who was supposed 
to  be responsib le , and they were o bv iou s ly  not acting respons ib le .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): S h ir le y .

MS SHIRLEY KASOON: I have a few concerns here on arrears and e v ic t io n s . A lo t  of our tenants 1n
the housing associa tion  are faced w ith  a large housing b i l l  which is  almost im possible fo r them to  
pay because of f in a n c ia l problems. These la rge  amounts o f debts have incurred over several months,
when 1n fa ct they should have been dealt with in  a proper manner, which is  fo llo w in g  the ru les o f
the housing associa tion  and going ahead with e v ic t io n  because of non-payment o f re n t. There 1s a 
three month timespan in which the f i r s t  month the tenant is  served w ith  a term ination n o tice , 
co rrec t me i f  I am wrong, and then a no tice  o f e v ic tio n  in which the tenant has the fo llo w in g  month 
to e ith e r vacate the premises or pay th e ir  rent 1n f u l l .

In some cases these arrears are le t  go, and they bu ild  up, tha t there is  no way that housing can 
ever c o lle c t  i t  from the tenant. The tenants are u s u a lly  given another chance because they are not
able to pay the rent at that time. My guestion is ,  what con tro l does th is  committee or the NWT
Housing Corporation have over th is  type of p o lic y  or is  there a p o lic y  that w i l l  a lle v ia te  th is  
type of ongoing problem of e v ic tio n  and arrears because of non-payment o f rent?

I th ink that the housing association and the tenants a lik e , are at fa u lt ,  because they seem to 
abuse the system. Housing abuses the system in  that they do not fo llo w  th e ir  so ca lled  p o lic ie s  
and are e a s ily  ta lked in to  g iv in g  the tenant another chance. Then, the tenant is  paying fo r  th e ir  
rent fo r  the rest o f th e ĩr  l iv e s . This is  ju s t one concern that I have about arrears and 
e v ic t io n s , and I th ink that there must be a bette r way of handling th is  problem. Maybe i f  there 
was a proper way, then we would have much b e tte r houses to o f fe r  our people o f th is  town, rather 
than o ld run down houses which is caused by tenant damaqe, and hard ly anything done about i t  other 
than the tenants get evicted or pay fo r the damage. But, what does that teach them? They can ju s t 
e a s ily  do i t  again.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, McCallum): W e ll, I th ink that the questions you have asked us, as I Indicated in the 
f i r s t  instance, were not o f the Housing Corporation nor are we that knowledgeable of the 
associations p o lic ie s . We have asked fo r  copies of i t .  I th ink that the questions that you have 
asked are more p ro p e rly  addressed to the association and/or the corporation through the d is t r ic t  
manager. But, since you are dealing w ith  p u b lic  housing, a ll pu b lic  housing comes under the local 
associa tion .

MS SHIRLEY KASOON: But, the c orp o ra tio n , do they not run the business of the association?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): W e ll, the associa tion  is responsib le  to the co rp o ra tio n , they signed a
management agreement. We cannot answer your questions.

MS SHIRLEY KASOON: I am s o rry , I was not looking fo r an answer. But, you wanted to l is te n  to
concerns.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Oh, yes sure, and I th ink that i f  you have that query, we can address 
the questions to the corpora tion , in that whether there is  a generalized p o lic y  o f the corpora tion  
down to the associations and/or a u th o rit ie s  concerning a rrea rs . We w i l l  c e r ta in ly  take your 
comments and your questions because they are noted now w ith in  the t ra n s c r ip ts . I t  is  recorded, so
we w i l l  be able to attempt to do something or attempt to ask questions on i t .  So, .you have talked 
about damages to houses, you have ta lked about a rrears. Are there any other concerns that you
have.

MS RUTH COADY: I th in k  that a concern that stems from what S h ir le y  has said here, is  the rental
scale i t s e l f .  We had asked in the past fo r a new rental scale and the one that came down is  not a
good working scale. We have been to ld  th a t, I  guess, i t  is a standard, and I  guess i t  has to be
that way. But, what we are dealing w ith  here is  the extended fa m ily , and the way that the ren ta l 
scale is  set up that 2b per cent of your gross income, then you pay 25 per cent of your spouses 
income, less $75 allowance, and that anyone beyond that pays 25 per cent o f $75. Now, what that is
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doing, Is  encouraging people to bunk In to ge the r, take a m u lt l -b l i i l t ,  i t  has four bedrooms and you 
get 15 people 1n there , the tenant on the lease, the senior c it iz e n s ,  you w i l l  have the second that. 
Is declared as spouse. Or the second in charge might be making a small amount of money and then 
you w i l l  have the grandch ildren there , working fo r Esso, Gu lf or Dome and they are te c h n ic a lly  
paying $18.50 a month.

What I t  h its  hard is  the fa m ily  type o f person lik e  m yse lf, the hushxnH w orking, ! as not working, 
I  do a l i t t l e  p d ii - iim e ,  w ith four c h ild re n  under the age o f seven. We are ge ttin g  dinged s tra ig h t 
25 per cent o f our gross. What i t  is  encouraging to do is to t r y  and l ie  about your income, vrfiich 
is  where we get these arrears when people have lied  to us. They do not want to declare another 
person working because i t  is too much money out of th e ir  home. You know, you can te c h n ic a lly  be 
paying out $800, $900 or $1000 a month and get the fa m ily  across the s tre e t paying $42 a month. I t  
Is  not a fa ir  sca le. So, that would be something to look in to , I th in k . There has got to be a 
bette r way.

CHAIVMAN (Mr. McCallum): What do you suggest?

MS RUTH COADY: I t  could be a f la t  ra te  per un it that a person could meet w ith in  th e ir  means, and 
thon they would have no problem. I t  also could be on a s lid in g  scale as we had in the past, where 
your deductions allowed fo r  the number in your fa m ily , fo r  the number of ch ild ren  that you had 
under the age o f 18, that would b ring  down the amount o^ ren t that you pa id . What i t  is  h it t in g  
hard 1s a fa m ily  lik e  that with small ch ild re n .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any questions on improvement of the renta l system? Red.

MR. PEDERSEN: The ren ta l scale and arrears is  a problen that we have heard now in every community 
that we have gone in to . I t  is  o bv iou sly  one that must be addressed. I do not think that a f la t  
rate system would work because what is  wrong in the present scale is  that i t  1s encouraging people 
to  do d if fe re n t  th ings . Apparently a few years ago in Hay R iv e r, we had the encouragement o f of 
pub lic  servants in la rge  groups attempting to get into pu b lic  housing sim ply fo r the sake of saving 
good money. That is  not the purpose of pu b lic  housing e x a c tly .

MS RUTH COADY: Maybe go Lack to the o ld way of 25 per cent of your gross, but at the same tim e, 
allow the deduction fo r  a certa in  number of small ch ild ren  in the fa m ily , l ik e  ch ild ren  under the 
age of 16 or 18 or whatever the age is .  Because as i t  stands now, w ith us w ith  four c h ild re n , we 
get a reduction o f $27 a month. That is  ju s t  a courtesy th in g , i t  does net mean anything.

MR. PEDERSEN: Hr. Chairman, Ĩ would lik e  to b r ie f l y  qet back to the e v ic tio n s  again. When you 
a llo ca te  houses, now you say two to three a month over a period of a year. Now, that is  is  a 
f a i r l y  large percentage of your to ta l number. Is there any way, when you a llo ca te  houses, i f  you 
check the tenants fo r previous records on where ever they may have live d  before? Because, they a l l  
cannot be new fa m ilie s .

MS RUTH COADY; What we do, is  we have a point score system where they come in and appiy fo r a u n it 
and they f i l l  out a po int score. We ask fo r a reference and i f  they can supply i t  i t  gives them 
extra  points on our system. Tenants that we ^ave known fo r damaqes in the past - -  we have a 
d is re p a ir  l i s t  at the association o f tenants that have caused extreme damaqes in the past, lik e  
that have a c tu a lly  burnt down un its and th ings lik e  th a t, and we w i l l  have than come to our meeting 
and ta lk  to them. I f  they have changed th e ir  l i f e s t y le  s in ce , they more or less expla in  to us what 
th e ir  l iv in g  con d itions are at the time when they are app lying . I f  they have changed th e ir  
l i f e s t y le  to be acceptable fo r housing then they go on our l i s t .  I t  is  not a great way, but you 
have to t r y  somewhere to weed out the permanent bad weeds, and that is  ju s t  the way we have 
s ta rted . I t  has on ly been in the la s t year that we have done th is .

MR. JEFF GARDINER: U nfortuna te ly that point score system wher e you a llocated  points fo r previous 
records o f payments and damages and th ings lik e  th a t, i f  a young couple ju s t  s ta rt in g  out and they 
have never rented a house, or s in g le  persons try in g  to get in to  our s in gles  apartment, they do not 
stand much of a chance at a ll of ge ttin g  in . There are s in g le  persons w ith  e igh t points when 
people w ith  I I  po in ts  are ge ttin g  apartments, and a new person can walk in to  the o f f ic e  and w ith  
the r ig h t  documentation can get an apartment, you know, qo r ig h t  to the top of the l i s t ,  whereas a 
person can wait fo rever i f  they do not have any previous records of re n tin g , i f  they are ju s t  
l iv in g  w ith  th e ir  parents, they can wait fo re ve r. Our hoard is  working on i t  and they are going to  
t r y .
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A SPEAKER (Fem ale): Th is  happened not too long ago at one of our board meetings. When we are
a llo c a tin g  houses, le t  us say a two bedroom place comes open or a four bedroom u n it , and le t  us 
say a young couple w ith a baby 1s next up on the 11st w ith  13 p o in ts . So we say, "Why not wait and 
give them a sm aller u n it Instead o f using one of our b igger u n it s ."  Then the Housing Corporation 
says, "No, you have to go by the po int sc o re ." But, r e a l l y  with the point «m ro , i f  do hove a 
small fa m ily , *my move them in to  a great b1q hugh d w e llin g  which ju s t  r e a l ly  g ives them the 
o p p o rtu n ity  to In v ite  more people in ,  and then with a smaller fa m ily  that comes up with more 
po ints , put them 1n a two bedroom.

I think that sometimes the Housing Corporation becomes too involved 1n what the associa tion  Is  
doing. We are picked by the people to represent the people, and we t r y  to  do the best we can but 
when housing sort o f comes down and says, "You must do th is ,  th is  and t h is . "  W e ll, what chance do
you have 1n running an e ffe c t iv e  o rga n iza tio n . A lo t  o f times you th in k , "What am I doing here?"
Why not le t  someone else do i t .

MR. PEDERSEN: The point system then, 1s a system that the Housing Corporation has g iven you to
fo llo w , is  that correct?

MS RUTH COADY: That is  c o rre c t. They have asked us to  fo llo w  1 t, but 1 must be f a i r .  I th ink
that we have I t  w ith in  our power to adjust or re v ise  I t  and we are going to have to look In to  
that at our next meeting. Maybe break i t  down according to un it s iz e , so that when a person comes
in they w i l l  go on a w a itin g  l i s t  w ith th e ir  po int score fo r a ce rta in  type of un it o n ly . Whether
1t is  fo r a one bedroom, two bedroom or a la rg e r d w e lling .

MR. PEDERSEN: Mr, Chairman, something com pletely unrelated, hut I  ju s t  want to c la r i f y  the 11st
that we have here. Can I ju s t go through it?  T h ir t y -s ix  pub lic  housing fa m ily , are these three 
bedroom un its?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: Yes those are three bedroom u n its . Four of them have burnt down In a f i r e  and
we have never had replacement un its  fo r those four un its .

MR. PEDERSEN: Then there are 22 altan pu b lic  housing, what s ize  are they?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: Two bedroom and one bedroom and there are e igh t one bedrooms, so 14 two
bedrooms.

MR. PEDERSEÍI: Vne pool fa m ily  units?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: They are two bedroom duplexes.

MR. PEDERSEN: M u lt i-b u ilt?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: M ostly four bedrooms but there are s t i l l  some w ith  three bedroom with an
unfinished room downstairs.

MR. PEDERSEN: Rehabs?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: Three bedrooms. The rehabs were re h a b ilita te d  f iv e ,  12 northern ren ta l s ty le
houses, but have since been taken out of the northern t e r r i t o r ia l  ren ta l program, so they are not 
e l ig ib le  to  be sold to people.

MR. PEDERSEN: The log fam ily?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: Twenty, three bedrooms.

MR. PEDERSEN: The 10 SCs?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: There are fo u r, one bedroom u n its  and the rest are bachelor.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Sam, you had a question?
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MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You mentioned about the lim ited  amount of power that the
association has. I f  the corpora tion  has most of the power, what is  your p o s itio n  as fa r as the way 
the corporation is  operating now, the associations are operating? Would you maybe l iĸ e  to see the 
corporation as a funding agency and that more power should be given to the associa tions as fa r as 
the designs of the b u ild in gs  and the a llo c a tio n  of houses?

MS BETTY DEE: I th in k  that fo r thé must port Liiai the associa tion  should be looking a fte r  the
tenants. Like g iv in g  houses and th ings l ik e  th a t, that should be the re s p o n s ib i l i t y  of the 
a sso cia tion . The corp o ra tio n , w ell yes, they are our funding agency but we also l ik e  to use them 
when we need to , l ik e ,  you know, i f  we have to go to them w ith any concerns and th ings H ke th a t. 
I th ink that what is  happening is  that more and more times we are sort o f being slapped on the
hands and they are sa yin g , "You must not do th a t, or you must not do t h is . "

For instance, that log house 78, i f  e v ic t io n  would have taken place three months ago when we wanted 
to ,  and other people not stepping on our toes sa yin g , "No, you cannot do i t " ,  we would not have had 
to put up w ith the amount of damages that are in there now. Word spreads l ik e  w i ld f i r e  around th is
town, and you fin d  out that th is  person has done i t ,  and what 1s to stop a ll the others from doing
It?

Now, they are t r y in g  to come up w ith an appeal board. W e ll, w ith  the housing a sso cia tion , we do
have an appeal, where the tenants are allowed to come to ta lk  to the board. I t  is  not l ik e  we ju s t
say, "You are au to m atica lly  e v ic ted , we are not going to l is te n  to anything that you have to sa y ."
They come, they ta lk  to the board and a lo t  of times we w i l l  change - -  l ik e  e s p e c ia lly  1f they are
behind in a rrears, we w i l l  say, "When do you th ink you w i l l  be able to pay those arrears up by?" 
So they sign an agreement w ith the association  saying that they w i l l  pay X number of d o lla rs  into 
my arrears.

But, now they want th is  appeal board to come from outside of the association e s p e c ia lly  fo r people 
th a t are going to be ev ic ted . I t  w i l l  a ll go through them. W e ll, where is  our power, where do we 
stand, why should we be working and tr y in g  to help the people? We have that appeal a lready, where 
people come.

MR. GARGAN: My other question is  w ith  regard to people working outside cf In u v ik . Whether i t  is
f a i r  or not, I am not sure, but fo r  the people that are working fo r  Dome and other petroleum
in d u s tr ie s , do you th ink that i t  is f a i r  to them that you w i l l  be charqinq them rent w h ile  they are 
not l iv in g  in the house and that they are being charged fo r accommodation and meals when they are 
out there?

MS RUTH COADY: I do not be lieve  that they are charged fo r meals and accommodation wh ile  they are
out there when they are employees of the o i l  companies.

MR. GARGAN: Okay, but do you think that i t  is  fa i r  that they be charqed even thouqh they are
working outside of the community?

MS RUTH COADY: Yes I do, because i t  is  th e ir  home and they are paying a montnly rent ju s t lik e
anybody e lse.

MR. GARGAN: But they are not l iv in g  there wh ile  they are working.

MS RUTH COADY: But they s t i l l  have fa m ilie s  there, they have homes, they have fu rn itu re .

MR. GARGAN: So, i t  r e a l ly  does not g ive  the tenant the incentive  to work then?

MS KJTH COADY: How do you gather that? I do n 't fo llo w  you.

MR. GARGAN: Well i f  a person is  qoing to be charged fo r working outside the community you are
probably going to end up with a lo t of socia l problems. Even now the problem is  e x is t in g  because 
you are g iv in g  them the incentive  not to work.

MS RUTH COADY: I  do n 't see why the in cen tive  not to work is  there when they are working outside
the community. There is  not much work in In u v ik , there is  very l i t t l e ,  no sea work fo r the 
government or CFS or in p riva te  business. There r e a l ly  is not that much work here.



- 3 7 7  -

MR. GARGAN: I t  seems so fa r  that what I am hearing from the associa tion  1s that you are having a
lo t  of problems w ith  tenants. Probably one of the co n trib u tin g  fa c to rs  is that maybe you are 
charging people ren t fo r  working outside the communities and so the In cen tive  Is  not there fo r  them 
to work, they might as well stay 1n the house at a lower scale and that would create more socia l 
problems too.

Mb DIANA TINGMIAK: Excuse me, do n 't you th in k  though, l ik e  because everybody 1s charged by th e ir
pay cheque - -  lik e  when I take my pay cheque, 1f 1t has been changed that 1s the ren t that I  get 
charged by my gross Income, So I f  a person 1s working out on the r ig s  and say they are c le a rin g  
$1400 1n two weeks, so th e ir  gross sa la ry  Is going to  be a lo t  more beyond that but then they are 
s t i l l  b rin g in g  1n the same amount of money as me who works a month s t ra ig h t .  So the re fo re  I might 
as well move out of town and go work out on the r ig s  and therefo re  rake 1n mote money and they are 
s t i l l  using that accommodation. L ike  I th in k  i t  1s a ll s t i l l  done f a i r  because they are a t i l l  
going by the gross income. They are going by my gross Income so they are going by the gross Income 
o f the people that are working on the r ig s ,  they ju s t happen to make double o f what I make.

MR. GARGAN: So they are paying double in re n t.

MRS. DIANA TINGMIAK: Well no, lik e  I f  I was making the same as what they do - -  l ik e  say at my jo b , 
I was c le a r in g , my gross income was $2500 once a month. I  am paying the same amount of ren t as 
they would where they are working o n ly  two weeks. I th ink a lo t  o f our problems are people who are 
working on the r ig s  because they come in w ith  a ll th is  huge amount of money and they get In to  the 
p a rty in g  and that is  where you end up w ith  damages a lo t  of tim es. I t  Is the people tha t are also 
working on the r ig s ,  1t is  not ju s t  the people who are not working i t  1s the people who are making 
a l l  the fast bucks too.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You were going to make a comment?

MR. DAVE SEABR00K: The comment that I was going to make 1s that f i r s t  o f a ll I th ink 1t would be a 
national precedent i f  they d id n 't  pay rent fo r  a home that was in th e ir  name ju s t  because they were 
out of town. Secondly, the m a jo rity  o f them are fa m ily  un its and that means that there is a fa m ily  
that 1s going to have to be housed w h ile  the head of the house is  out working on the r ig s  i f  he
happens to work on the r ig s .  So he is  not paying rent fo r nothing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Some people have to pay double ren t. Like the people that have to go out on the
r ig s  to work, in some areas they have to pay re n t, a lo t  of rent fo r them to stay there and work.
At the same time back home here you guys are basing th e ir  rent on th e ir  gross s a la ry , not
considering that the rent that lie has a lready paid out in order fo r him to work and have a place to 
l iv e .  That is  the question that I understood in what Mr. Gargan was asking. Is  that f a i r  to that 
in d iv id u a l to pay ren t at two places and i f  tha t is  the case, some people - -  th is  is  the complaint 
that we got, some people fee l that they are paying ju s t  fo r rent and there is  not too much money 
fo r anything e lse , e s p e c ia lly  on seasonal work also in many cases. Is that f a i r ,  so what happens,
I would ra ther not work, stay home and pay $42 i f  I am going to pay rent in two places. Th is is 
the complaint that we got. Is that f a i r  to do that?

MRS. DIANA TINGMIAK: With my husband working on the r ig s  he never paid rent on the r ig s ,  i t  was 
always free  room and board and groceries on top of th a t. I am not sure where they are working 
where they have to pay re n t. Like I know fo r  the o i l  r ig s  they do n 't have to pay re n t, a ll the 
accommodations are free  and meals and then they come back home.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Maybe he was one o f the lucky ones then because in some areas they have to pay
rent.

MRS. DIANA TINGMIAK: Well then that is  something that I  am not aware of then.

MR. DAVE SEABR00K: I have never heard of i t  myself and I have worked fo r  Esso and I know a lo t  of 
guys who work fo r d iffe re n t  companies and I have never heard of anybody having rent deducted from 
th e ir  cheque.

M R S . L A W R E N C E : We h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  f r o m  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  a l r e a d y .
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MRS. BETTY DEE: I th ink  we are sort of m issing the point, here. The renta l scale is  set down by
the Housing Corporation and we must fo llo w  i t .  One th ing  you are fa i l in g  to look at is  that 1f we 
d id  not charge rent to  that person, the w i t  is  s t i l l  occupied, we cannot rent i t  out to anybody 
else fo r those two weeks that they are gone. Where would the income come from in order to maintain 
tha t u n it.

MRS. LAWRENCE: No, Í am not missing the p o in t. I r e a liz e  that the rent scale is  set and there is
nothing that anybody can do about 1t. not even us at th is  tim e. The p o in t that I was trv in a  to 
make was that we had several complaints a lready about d if fe re n t  in d iv id u a ls  that are worklnq
because in some communities there is  no work and they have to go out and work, they have to f in d  a
place, they have to pay rent and yet the housing association charged the rent based on his gross 
s a la ry . So there Is not too much for him to come back. Not everybody has free room and hoard lik e  
you have suggested.

MRS. BETTY DEE: In Inuvik  I do not, w ith  a ll the tenants that I have that do work cn the r ie s ,  I
have never had one say well why should I have to pay re n t, I am already paying re n t. So, that 1s a
lo t  o f our tenants and we have not had that problem.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Diana, I ju s t  want to ask one question. You said that they are t r y in g  to 
set up an appeal board. Who are they? Is  i t  the corporation who wants to set up an appeal board 
over you?

MRS. BETTY DEE: I t  is  the M in is ter of Housing that wants to set up an appeal board over the
housing association w ith  a representa tive  from the Housing Corporation, the housing association and 
a person from the community at la rge , fo r which there w i l l  be no remunerations fo r s i t t in g  on that 
appeal board and when our board was asked at our ia s t board meeting who would be w il l in q  to s i t  on 
that board they could not get anyone to vo lu n tee r. Since our board has not brought i t  up Ĩ would 
lik e  to also mention that our board is  very  displeased w ith  the p o lic y  that the Housing Corporation 
has on th e ir  honorariums. The board, two years ago at the annual general meeting, took i t  to the 
general pu b lic  as to how much remuneration they were re ce iv in g  per meeting t o 'a  maximum of 12 
meetings per year is a l l  they are paid fo r .  They u s u a lly  Dut in anywhere from 14, 18, 20 meetings 
per year but they are on ly paid fo r 12 and the qeneral p u b lic  approved the increase and we were 
to ld  la s t year that even though the general p u b lic  approved that increase that the corporation 
would not recognize i t  and i f  we went over budqet we would not be funded fo r i t .  So therefore  we 
opted to go w ith  lesser board members in order to stay w ith in  the budqet to pay the honorariums.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: What is the honorarium now?

MRS, BETTY DEE: $40 per meeting to a maximum of 12. Our board u s u a lly  meets once a month and
th e ir  meetings are u s u a lly  four to f iv e  hours long plus everyone s its  on a committee which has an 
e xtra  meeting per month, as I introduced Dave Seabrook as chairman of finance, we have household 
income form, we have damage inspection committee, union n ego tia tin g  committee. So they a l l  put in 
a great deal o f meetings and c e r ta in ly  th e ir  work is not being recognized ana as not a board mernbpr 
I can complain about i t  fo r them.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you. Do they have a c e il in g  on rent? Do you have a l im it  on rent?

MRS. BETTY DEE: He have an economic rent that we are given by the corporation which is  based on 
a ll  the cost plus any e xtrao rd in a ry  maintenance funding that is  a llocated to those un its per year
and they ju s t hand i t  down and say th is  is  the economic re n t, th is  1s what you w i l l  use and o f
course th is  is the amount that has to go in to  the tenants agreement when i t  is  signed.

MR. GARGAN: What is  the highest economic rent that, is  now in e ffec t?

MRS. BETTY DEE: At the moment i t  is $1137 per month fo r a four bedroom u n it .  When I was in Inuvik
housing last year I was paying $1325 a month fo r a three bedroom house.

MR. GARGAN: Is that a month?

MRS. BETTY DEE: $1325 per month to l iv e  in  an Inuvik housing association house and I have since
then bought a t r a i le r  and I am l iv in g  in tha t fo r a lo t less money.
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MR. GARGAN: I b e lie ve  you,

MRS. RUTH COADY: I would also l ik e  1f you are doing a study, I  had asked the corpora tion  at one 
time to show me on a piece of paper where they had reached th is  f ig u re  fo r economic rent and about 
two monchs la te r  when I approached one o f the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e rs  they said they could not f in d  1t 
anywhere, that 1t was based on square footage m u ltip lie d  by th is  and that and the other th ing  and 
d iv ided  a few tim es, but he said he could not fin d  anyone. So I asked him 1f 1t was not oosslb le  
that some n ight the ja n ito r  was doodling down there . But he r e a l ly  could not t e l l  me where they 
reached the f ig u re  fo r  economic rent and I thought that was very  strange when 1t 1s so high,

MR. GARGAN: The renta l scale r ig h t  now as in the corpora tion  manual 1s i t  a un iversa l figu re?  
Inuvik 1s paying the same th ing  as Fort Smith is  and I r e a l ly  be lieve  that i f  you base i t  on the 
economic re n t, d e f in i t e ly  i t  is  going to be higher up here than i t  1s going to  be in Fo rt Smith.

MRS. RUTH COADY: Well o f course.

MR. GARGAN: But the other th ing too is  th a t say in Fo rt Smith, i f  the economic ren t is  say $1100 
every ye a r, the economic rent in Fort Smith is  probably going to be about $600, le t 's  say. So 
again, your question in regard to the re n ta l sca le, the f la t  ra te , i t  is  going to have to be 1n 
such a way that the geographical area is  going to have to be considered, the type of housing, the 
economy, and the cost of l iv in g  fa c to r . A l l  o f those have got to be considered, and the higher up 
North you go, the economic rent should be maybe c lo t lower depending on the cost of l iv in q  fa c to r .

MRS. RUTH COADY: Mr. Chairman, th is  Is how the old scale used to work, was based on the cost of 
l iv in g  fa c to r . They wiped that out, and o f course the cost of l iv in g  in Inuvik  is  fa r  higher than 
i t  is in Fort Smith or Hay R iv e r, because your tran sp orta tion  costs are so much higher to get 
anything here, and y e t , we are paying the same re n t. According to the corpora tion  we are on the 
CMHC scale which is  the same as the southern re n ts .

MS DIANA TINGMIAK: A lso , Mr. Chairman, one th ing  that they do not take into consideration  is  young 
people s ta rt in g  out and they have loan payments. I know o f places down south where a fte r your 
gross income, i f  you nave truck payments or th ings l ik e  th is ,  a lo t  of people when they are ju s t 
s ta r t in g  out buy th ings on c re d it ,  so they do not take in to  consideration those payments that, they 
have to make to the bank. I think that is  part of the problem r ig h t  there why people do qet 
behind, i f  they have loan payments, pay b a b ys itte rs  and a ll these other th ings . E s p e c ia lly  fo r a 
s in gle  parent, they do not take that in to  c on s id era tion . They end up ge ttin g  fu rth e r and fu rth e r 
behind and th e ir  b i l l s  are so high.

MR. JEFF GARDINER: What I cannot understand w ith  regard to the economic rent is how whenever I go 
to The Bay, i t  seems that the price  of meat, m ilk , eggs and everyth ing else is  going up and yet in 
the past few years the economic rents c e il in g s  have been coming down. Which is ,  the corporation 
saying to us that the cost of running these b u ild in gs is  going down. I know m yself, that the cost 
o f o il  is  going up, the cost of e le c t r ic t y  is  going up, how can the cost of running th is  b u ild in g  
be going down, when everyth ing else is going up?

MRS. RUTH COADY: Another dead end street tha t we meet here is  that there is  no a lte rn ate  housing 
here in In u v ik . There is  ju s t nothing a va ila b le  i f  you want to get out of th is ,  which should be 
low ren ta l accommodation. We are at a point r ig h t  now where we should be t r y in g ,  and we are t ry in g  
i;o get out of housing, but we have no options a va ila b le .

As I sa id , we are a fa m ily  of s ix  with four ch ild ren  under seven years of age, and w ith  the rent as 
i t  is ,  we cannot get ahead enough money to meet a down payment o f $8000 or $10,000 on a home. We 
w i l l  never be able to do i t  w ith four small c h ild re n . I am a q u a lifie d  teacher and i f  I went to 
teach, my husband works fo r  the r ig s ,  we would be paying $1200 a month rent plus $25 to $30 a day 
fo r  s i t t e r s ,  gas fo r a veh ic le  to trave l to work. There is  no way that we w i l l  save to qet out of 
housing. Our options are the rura l and remote program or the HAP program. There is  ju s t  no 
accommodation to get here to get p r iv a te ly ,  I have been tr y in g  fo r months.

The other a lte rn a tiv e  is  the c o rp o ra tio n ' s houses which they are b u ild in g  and which are not 
su itab le  fo r up here at a l l .  They should never have been b u i l t .  I f  you have taken a look at them, 
l ik e  I sa id , we are a ll large fa m ilie s , or extended fa m ilie s  up here and there is  ju s t  no way that
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I  can f i t  a fa m ily  of s ix  In to  one of these un its  that are going up. We could p o ss ib ly  consider I t  
1f we s ta rt  s t ic k in g  ch ild ren  and p u ttin g  th ings In crates outside  to sto re  th in gs . There are much
b e tte r designs that should have been looked In to  to  accommodate la rge  fa m ilie s . 1 was a c tu a lly
to ld  that someone w ith my s ize  of fa m ily  should never ba considering looking at a home. Now, I 
cannot buy th a t. I was to ld  that by the c o rp o ra tio n , that they b u ild  these homes to meet people
that could f i l l  them and that a person of a large  fa m ily  would not be e l ig ib le  to f i l l  one of these
homes.

СНАЩКАЯ (S r .  McCall u s ): Dut ‘they suggested that you should look at them,

MRS. RUTH CQAOY: They never d id . How much are Fo rt McPherson tents?

MS BETTY DEE: People w ith  in cen tive  to go to work - -  w ith  th is  economic re n t, r e a l ly  i f  both
people are working and they both have good jobs, then lik e  you say, there is  no in cen tive  because 
you are going to pay economic re n t, which is  fo r a three bedroom, you are looking at some $1200 a 
month. On top of that a l l  the other b i l l s  l ik e  s i t t e r s ,  there is  not that in ce n tive .

MR. GARGAN: That is  what I was ge ttin g  a t.

MS BETTY DEE: Not ju s t  the s in g le  person that is  out working, but also the fa m ily  when both
members are working and they are t ry in g  to get ahead, lik e  Ruth sa id , to buy your own home, you 
cannot. You are working from pay check to pay check ju s t  to meet the housing b i l l s ,  never mind a ll 
the other b i l l s  that are accumulating on the side.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Talk about union n e go tia tio n s . What union do .you deal with?

A SPEAKER (M ale); I am the shop steward fo r the P u b lic  S ervice  A llia n c e  of Canada. We are the 
f i r s t  unionized housing associa tion  in the T e r r i to r ie s .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You have a unionized housing associa tion  for the employees?

A SPEAKER (M ale): For union members.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What kind of benefits  do you receive? Do you rece ive  the same b en e fits
that the government employee does?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: We were shooting fo r parody w ith  t e r r i t o r ia l  employees and u n fo rtu n a te ly  the
corporation ju s t  does not g ive  then the funding, so the board was as generous as they could be and 
our settlement is along the same lin e s  as the t e r r i t o r ia l  agreement, but we are sad ly lackina 1n a 
lo t of areas.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Such as?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: Stand-by payments.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): W e ll, le t  me throw one at you. Do you get housing allowance?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: The corporation has set up a d is t r ic t  p o lic y  g iv in g  budgeting housing
allowances to each association in the d is t r ic t  and we have been re ce iv in g  a comparable housing 
allowance to the t e r r i t o r ia l  government fo r two years now, 1 b e lie ve .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): In In u v ik , what is that?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: F ive  tw e n ty -f iv e .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You get $525. So, i f  you were paying economic rent in a three bedroom
p u b lic  housing u n it ,  your rent would a c tu a lly  be $700?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: That is c o rre c t. Two of our s ta f f  members were paying tha t. One of them has
since moved out in to  a corporation leased purchase mortgage type of th ing and the other cne is  
s t i l l  paying economic re n t, and waving his pay check good-bye.



CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That 1s fo r  the maintenance s ta ff?

HR. JEFF GARDINER : Maintenance and ad m in is tra tive  s ta f f .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Does that Include you, Betty?

MS BETTY DEE: Yes. The board has granted me the same ben e fits  »c the «nployees w ith  the
exeeptance c f the grievance procedures.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): But your '•ent was $1325 and your house you were re c e iv in g  $525. You were
paying $800 rent? Now w ith  your purchasing o f your own housing un it t r a i le r ,  you are s t i l l  
re c e iv in g  $525?

MS BETTY DEE: That is  c o rre c t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anybody else? Red.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you. In addition to the un its  that you have lis te d  on the sheet we have here, 
do you know how many other corporation funded u n its  there are in  In u v ik , such as HAP houses or 
SSHAG houses? Do you have any knowledge of that?

MS BETTY DEE: No I do not. One of the other th ings that you do not have down is  that we also have
s ix  o f f ic e  warehouse accommodation to look a fte r  as w e ll.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): There are so many th ings on the go up here, that is  why.

MR. JEFF GARDINER: Further on programs from the corpo ra tio n . I am a p r iv a te  home-owner, and now 
that I am maintenance forman, I can a ffo rd  to do my own repa irs  and buy b u ild in g  m a te ria ls , e tc . 
But, back, when I was an apprentice I was not making much money and the house that I ant l iv in g  in 
r ig h t now is  a 1965 Eskimo housing match box s ty le  that you see a ll across the A r c t ic .  I t  has 
substandard w ir in g , substandard in s u la t io n , i t  has no vapor b a rr ie r  whatsoever. I ta lked m yself 
blue in the face try in g  to get an emergency re p a ir grant, a l l  these programs that are in place and 
were in p lace, and nobody was able to help me to get these programs, f i l l  out any paper work or 
anything. I ta lked to the corporation and they would send me over to Mackenzie V a lle y  Housinq 
A u th o r ity . Mackenzie V a lle y  Housing A u th o r ity  would put me o ff  and say you do not own c lea r t i t l e  
because you are s t i l l  paying mortgage payments. This went on for so long that I ju s t  got disgusted 
and thought fo rge t i t ,  i t  is not worth going through th is  garbage every year and t r y  to oet 
nothing, so, I did not do anything.

Now the corporation is  adm inistering these programs themselves and we s t i l l  seem to have problems 
w ith i t .  Our apprentice went to apply fo r a mortgage and he was to ld ,  "W e ll, your w ife  is  workinq 
and you are working, so i t  looks lik e  you are going to be making too much money." Then he to ld  
them, "W e ll, my w ife  is going co be q u it t in g ,  she is  expecting another baby." Then they to ld  him, 
"W e ll, i f  your w ife  is  going to be q u it t in g , how are you qoinq to be able to be able to afford  the 
b i l ls ? "

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Who are the "th e y" that you are ta lk in g  about?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: The corpora tion .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): They applied to the corporation fo r  a mortgage?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: W e ll, my apprentice and his w ife  applied to the corporation to buy one o f the
units under ru ra l and remote program. He was to ld  that he was making too much money and that i f  
h is w ife  q u it , he would not have enough to pay the b i l l s .  One instance you are making too much and 
the next time you turn around, you are not making enough.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Yes, S h ir le y .

MS SHIRLEY KASÛ0N: Another concern that I have here is the NWT Housing C o rp o ra tio n 's  d if fe re n t
types o f programs that they have fo r housing home-ownership. I m yse lf have applied fo r one of 
those programs, but I was turned down, because in th e ir  view , I could not a ffo rd  to pay the rent 
according to th e ir  c a lc u la tio n s . I am also a s in g le  parent with one dependant so maybe th is  was a
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b a rr ie r  also because of the type of house that I was seeking. In any event, I do not think that 
th is  was f a i r ,  because I an sure tha t a lo t  of the board members, or a lo t o f people 1n town know 
fo r  a fa c t ,  that there is  one women 1n th is  town who was an attendant o f the In u v ik  Housing 
A ssocia tion  at one time, and who had bu ilt, up her a rrears to the p o in t that she got e v ic ted , who 
applied fo r a housing program through the corpora tion  and got i t  w ith no sweat.

Here I am s it t in g  today w a iting  fo r a house, and a person w ith  no ren t a rre a rs , a s in g le  parent 
w ith  no house, and th is  women is  enjoying the comforts of her house, when she should be'owina her 
house to  the co rp o ra tio n , f c r  her a. reai ъ that she owed in the past. When she applied', the 
Housing Corporation should have taken th is  in to  considera tion  at that time. Notv the corpora tion  
has set an exaiiple fo r other people who would lik e  to  apply fo r a housing program? What would your 
response to that issue be?

I ju s t do not th ink that i t  is  fa i r  fo r the people we represent that do not q u a lify  fo r these 
programs or do not bother app lyin g , because they th ink that they would not q u a lify .  B u t, i f  they 
knew about th is  one s itu a t io n , then they have every r ig h t  to apply fo r  a house, and i f  they get 
turned down or re je c te d , then they should be given the chance to appeal the decis ion  based on these

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Red.

MR. PEDFRSEN: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I would very much appreciated q ettin g  some names beyond "th e y "
ârtd Housing C o r p o r a t i o n I  do not th ink that the corpora tion  is  such as a vo ice  to speak w ith .

MR. JEFF GARDINER: G ilb e r t  Thrasher at that time was connected somehow. My apprentice then was 
dealing w ith C l i f f  H ew itt, I b e lie ve . The th ing that r e a l ly  gets me though, is  that I cannot
understand how a person can make too much money to a ffo rd  a house. Why do they have sealings on 
these housing programs and we have one of these ru ra l and remote houses that was assembled la s t  
f a l l  and i t  sat empty a ll w in ter long because nobody would take i t .  One of my tradesman was tr y in g  
to get in to  one of these houses and o r ig in a l ly ,  apparently there was no sealing on how much money 
you could earn. There is  one women in town whc works fo r Ulu Foods or COPE and her husband works 
fo r  Im perial O il so they must be making a combined income of c lose to $60,000, and they managed to  
get in on one o f the programs and they have themselves a brand new house. Whereas my maintenance 
man, he works, his w ife  works and his son works when he can get work, but he makes too much money 
to get a house, so there he 1s paying economic ren t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, McCallum): What would you people suggest should be a f iq u re  for a rura l and remote
to be e lig ib le ?  I t  is  $25,000 to  $35,000 here, is  i t  not?

MS RUTH C0ADY: I th ink that r ig h t  now the corpora tion  has changed th e ir  scale because they re a liz e
that - -  I th ink that i t  is  up to $40,000 depending on fa m ily  s ize  - -  because that ju s t was not f a i r  
when you have a fa m ily  of three with an income of $40,000, maybe they are in too high of an income 
bracket to afrord one of these homes. But, you have someone making $40,000 w ith  a fa m ily  of s ix  
then they are not considered too high. Ï do not th ink that any sea ling should be emphasized. The 
whole point is  that i f  somebody wants desperately to have th e ir  own home, and ju s t  cannot afford a 
down payment to go through the hank, then Ĩ think that each and every case should be looked at 
That is the whole p o in t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is i t  d i f f i c u l t  ge ttin g  conventional mortgages in town?

MS RUTH C0ADY: Very..

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): CMHC w i l l  not? I know we have d i f f i c u l t y  w ith  the bank. That is not
unique to any other community in the T e r r ito r ie s ,  say Y e llow kn ife . But, i f  you are turned down by
the bank —  when I wanted to b u ild  my house, I had to get a le t te r  from the bank te l l in g  me that 
they would not give roe the money, but CMHC would. Does CMHC not ensure mortgages here o r grant 
mortgages here? * * y

MS RUTH COADY: I do not know anything about CMHC, the o n ly  th ing that I do know is  the corpora tion
°Г l hrou9i the bank* and the banic 9la d ly  gave us a le t t e r .  I do not know anything about 

, c * whether they are even up here. Someone f l ie s  in from Ye llow kn ife  to approve these homes I
know tha t. Ĩ do not think that i t  is  an option up here, and i f  i t  is  I have not heard about i t .

-  S , \
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Okay, E l iz a .

MRS. LAWRENCE: S h ir le y  had mentioned - -  that th is  board member, I would lik e  to find  o u t . . .

MS SHIRLEY KASOON: No I t  wasn 't a board member, she was a member of the housing association at one
tim e, a tenant.

MRS. lAW FNrr- She wss a tenant, not a board member 7

MR. JEFF GARDINER: I think the case you are re fe r r in g  to was the tenants or the womans common-law
husband.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I am ju s t saying th a t I am surprized  that he got the home-ownership because when
they are 1n arrears they d o n 't u su a lly  get home-ownership. And as fo r  Betty you are very, very 
lu cky to have a ll the b en e fits  when you are working fo r the associa tion . Because people have 
complained to us in the communities, who have worked fo r the association  fo r  14 years w ith no 
b en e fit whatsoever and they get paid by the hour, something lik e  s ix  or seven d o lla rs  an hour. 
This is  why some people refuse to s ign the management agreement. And back to  Diana, where young 
people are s ta rt in g  out they have to spend a lo t  of money buying eguipment and the same goes fo r 
the hunters and trappers asso cia tion , they buy the equipment, skidoos and motors to go f is h in g  and 
s t i l l  the corpora tion  bases the rent - -  they never question how much money they spend on buying the 
equipment but only how much money they make in  th e ir  trapp ing .

A SPEAKER (Female): A lo t  of young people are ta lk in g  about th a t, saying look we are buying a
veh ic le  so we have a loan payment, we have to  pay a s i t t e r ,  we have to  do a ll these other th ings 
and a fte r the gross income, you are le f t  with nothing in your take-home pay.

MRS. LAWRENCE: That is  a b ig  concern that was brought to our a tten tion  many tim es.

MS BETTY DEE: With these tenants in arrears who are ge ttin g  homes, what happens norm ally is  i f  i t  
is  a current tenant, the corporation does ask us i f  the tenant owes arreas, at the time that they 
ask perhaps there are no arrears owing. On one instance we had to serve a term ination notice  on a 
tenant who had applied and "v "eived a SSHAG grant and I have now had to go through legal
proceedings fo r a garnishee. L'.en I went hack to the corpora tion  I s a id , "Look you know, i t  has
been s ix  months and th is  guy has never paid a dime on his re n t, you have given him the house, can
you get the money back, can you get our rent from him?". They went to him and he sa id , "So what, 
le t  them garnishee my wages, who ca re s ." But the corporation apparently cannot, and th is  was Mr. 
Magnusson, the d is t r ic t  manager, cannot do anything once i t  has gone through. So we are a c tu a lly  
ta lk in g  apples and oranges, because at the time th e ir  a pp lica tio n  is approved, the paperwork has 
a ll gone through Ye llow knife  and back down to the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e ,  u s a lly  s ix  months has elapsed
and you have a bu ild -u p  of arreas and people leave the housing and qo into th e ir  own housing and
you have no option .

We have one instance where the tenants le f t  our house in such a damaged sta te , almost as bad as
that 78, the house is  in h is  name, he is  a hunter/trapper, you can 't garnishee him. She works but 
the lease is  not 1n her name, so we have no recourse, we are le f t  s i t t in g  with egg on our face.

MR. JEFF GARDINER: Just a comment on E l iz a 's  mention of wages fo r other settlement people. I  am
chairman of the trade advisory committee fo r the housing maintenance servicemen, I have ta lked to a 
lo t o f other housing maintenance servicemen in  other housing associations throughout the A rc t ic  and 
that is a major concern. That is  one of the main reasons we have gone w ith  the union. O r ig in a lly
we tr ie d  to get in w ith the NWT P ub lic  S ervice  A llia n c e , the same union that the t e r r i t o r ia l
government is  on and un fortu na te ly we were declared by the L e g is la tu re  that we were not pu b lic  
servants and not e l ig ib le  to be under that union so we had to go with the Public  Service A llia n c e
of Canada, the godfather of the NWTPSA I guess. What we are hoping fo r  e ve n tu a lly  is  that there
w i l l  be a t e r r i t o r ia l  scale set s im ila r to the t e r r i t o r ia l  governments agreement w ith  th e ir  
employees that - -  okay you are a carpenter, you w i l l  make th is  much money, ' i f  .you l iv e  in Gjoa 
Haven you w i l l  make th is  much e xtra , i f  you l iv e  in Ye llow knife  you won’ t  get anything e x tra . Have 
a scale of wages set down fo r housing associa tion  employees, so that everybody in  every settlement 
gets the same thing fo r  the same job . We are hoping e ve n tu a lly  that th is  w i l l  be the case. The
un ion iza tio n  process is  slow r ig h t  now, Cambridge Bay and A k lav ik  are working on th e ir  f in a l
agreements w ith  the housing association  and the union and Inuvik  of course has already siqned 
th e irs .
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MS BETTY DEE: Mr Chairman, one th in g  that J e f f  has not mentioned is  the fact that three years ago 
when the Housing Corporation had what they ca lled  th e ir  budget meetings, they came and they had the 
chairman of the board, the manager and u s u a lly  the maintenace foreman at these meetings. They said 
a lr ig h t  we've got the d o lla rs ,  you guvs f ig h t  fo r i t .  And th is  was how our budgets were brought 
down. We had to f ig h t  fo r  every n ick le  and dime. At th a t time Mr. Hal Logsdon, who was the 
d is t r ic t  manager fo r  In u v ik , proceeded to t e l l  both Je ff  and ! and the chairman of the board at 
that time which was Carol Bennett, that one way o f  re so lv in g  the problem of wages, because we 
wanted p a r ity  fo r ,  e s p e c ia lly  the Inuvik region , because that is where we are, was by g e tt in g  
un lons^in and that is where 1t a l l  stemmed from. Our people were a c tu a lly  happy we were a e ttin o
v.'hat they oskcd fo r but i t  was Lhe other communties they were not happy about. And that is  how 
u n io n iza tio n  started and i t  was a c tu a lly  by Hal Logsdon saying i f  we were unionized we. w ouldn 't 
have th is  problem,

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I know. I am not too sure the others know, but I know. Are there any
other concerns you would lik e  to ra is e  at th is  time?

MS BETTY DEE: From the po int of view of the board when a llo c a tin g  houses, there are so many people 
who wouid l ik e  to get in to  th e ir  own housing, that I think the town o f Inuvik has to be made aware 
tha t there is  c e r ta in ly  more requirements fo r  in d iv id u a l lo ts  in th is  town, p r iv a te ly  owned lo ts ,  
that you can e ith e r rent or buy. At the present tim e, there is  not one lo t ava ilab le  in  Inuvik in 
order to erect a home or b ring  in a mobile home, I was very fortunate last year in beinq able to 
get one of these u n its , one of the rental lo ts ,  because c e r ta in ly  I could not have afforded the
land, at $30,000 somewhat fo r  a serviced lo t .  The problem is  there are no serviced lo ts  le f t  1n
Inuvik and someone has to get o ff  th e ir  backside and get something done, e ith e r the government or 
the town, because we have run out o f space.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Has the loca l housing association approached the municipal government on
the question?

Mi BETTY DEE: I do n 't th ink we have a c tu a lly  w ritte n  anything to them, other than q iv in q  concerns
to  town c o u n c illo rs .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCal lum): During the e a r ly  70's , the town did get land and tr ie d  to get i t
se rviced , fo r the p ip e lin e . They got i t  on debenture as I r e c a l l ,  the debentures were fo rg iven . 
What happened to the land now, because i t  was other land around the town, in the e a rly  70‘ s?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: Some of 1t has been sold to p r iv a te  owners and some of i t  has been leased.
B e tty  is  l iv in g  on one of the lo ts  r ig h t now. Some of I t  ooinq up in  corpora tion  - -  SSHAG and
ru ra l and remote and HAP.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Just one question, we have another group coming in , in  fact we are going
to meet with the town council or i t  may be a committee of town c o u n c il, as soon as you people 
leave. In order to make the town more aware of th is  whole problem of ava ilab le  land, the lack of 
entrepreneuria l un its i f  you lik e , that is housing owned by p r iv a te  people or developed by p r iv a te  
people, an apartment or row housing or whatnot, what would he the fe e lin g  of the association th a t 
you become part of a municipal - -  that you are responsible to the municipal government? I t  may 
so lve  the problem of your union employees, because th e y  are unionized.

MR. JEFF GARDINER: The m u n ic ip a lity  is  not unionized here.

MR. McCALLUM: Well okay i t  may not solve th a t, but i t  w i l l  c e r ta in ly ,  even thouqh you have 180
un its plus the other 10 and that takes in a large number of people, tenant w ise . How would you
fee l about the housing association being part of the municipal government?

MS SHIRLEY KASOON: We would be worse o ff.

MR. McCALLUM: Okay. I am ju s t looking at the ra tio n a le  fo r i t .  We have heard i t  said in other
communities that i t  may be bette r fo r  the housinq a sso c ia tio n , mind you we are not ta lk in g  about 
the same number of people, you have more p u b lic  housinq in In u v ik  than in  most other communities in  
the North. That is  S h ir le y 's  v iew poin t, is  there a viewpoint from anybody else?



MR. JEFF GARDINER: I b e lie ve  1n A rc t ic  Red the Land council runs the housing a sso c ia tion . So In
small settlements I can see that 1t would be b e n e fic ia l because you are riu n llca tin g  se rv ic e s . We 
run In to  d u p lica tio n  o f services a lo t here, between the housing associa tion  and the Housing 
Corpora tion . Speaking as a maintenance foreman, 1f we were to be a f f i l ia t e d  with the town of 
Inuvik and I had a techn ica l problem, you know I have to  have something lik e  the Housing 
Corporation to go to w ith  those technica l problem; and go to them and say “Look at th is  b u ild in g  i t  
1s f a l l in g  to p ieces, the p ile s  are going that way and the b u ild in g  is  going th is  way, what can we 
do "hoot I t? "  H op efu lly  the corpora tion  ■••.•ill have scacbody or, s ta f f ,  co*e <mJ luuk at the 
s itu a tio n  and assess 1t and determine whether I t  Is something we can re p a ir  or whether I t  has to be 
e x tra o rd in a ry  maintenance, con tractors and s tu f f  lik e  th a t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What would be the d iffe re n ce  I f  i t  were m u n ic ip a lity?  Don’ t  you th ink
that would be a va ilab le  there?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: I t  would Invo lve  an e n tire  re s tru c tu rin g  of the m u n ic ip a lity  along s ta ff  
U n es . They are not set up to look at housing. They have a b u ild in g  Inspector th st works Mondays 
and Wednesdays and that is  i t  as fa r as housing. The ir works department 1s more Involved w ith  
paving and sidewalks than i t  1s w ith windows and doors and f lo o rs .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I do not want, to leave the Impression that 1 am pushina fo r I t ,  but I s n 't  
housin'4 in any community a concern o f the c it iz e n s  o f the community? Or Is 1t on ly a concern of 
the ino ivfdu a l or smaller groups? You ju s t pointed i t  o u t,"w ith o u t the land, being able to buy I t  
o u tr ig h t ,  which is  a re s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f the municipal government because you are going to have to 
b u ild  w ith in  the boundaries of the m u n ic ip a lity . Shouldn 't housing he a re s p o n s ib i l i t y  of the 
community? You as an association do not l ik e  the Idea of sim ply dinging the people fo r  the rent 
that you don 't have any say in s e tt in g , and try in g  to c o lle c t  I t ,  making the repa irs  and having 
v e ry  l i t t l e  power to do anything about e v ic t io n . The m u n ic ip a lit ie s  do not l ik e  the Idea of dog or 
garbage by-law s , i f  one th ing  is  a re s p o n s ib llty  of the community, regardless o f the s iz e , Is n 't  I t  
housing? Is n 't  housing one o f those? Everybody should have a r ig h t  to a home, s u re ly  1n a 
democracy that has got to be one of the th in g s . That implys a great deal of re s p o n s ib i l i t y ,  but 
is n 't  housing a community re s p o n s ib ility ?  And i f  you have a community group that is involved w ith 
the w elfare  of the community is n 't  that one of the th ings they should be concerned with? Somebody 
has to shake up the local m u n ic ip a lity  about ge ttin g  th ings ready. How 1n the h e ll are you going 
to do it?

MS BETTY DEE: One th in g , Mr. McCallum, I would lik e  to point out and that we haven 't touched on is
the Annasiluc Apartment b u ild in g  which you do not have on your l i s t ,  thçre  are 29 bachelor 
apartments. I t  is  supposed to be a break-even p ro p o s itio n , that property was owned by town o f
Inuvik and was turned over to the housing associa tion  many years ago fo r  one d o lla r .  There Is no 
paperwork on f i l e  anywhere, the town does not have any paperwork on f i l e ,  we are paying almost
$2000 a month fo r mortgage a month to CMHC on that b u ild in q , we do not know why we are payina i t  
except that i t  has to be paid each month, we have no paperwork to show we have to pay i t .  That
b u ild in g  is  supposed to be a break-even b u ild in g , but i t  is  not, every year the corpora tion  has to
fund i t  and i t  is  a big source of problems fo r our board because being a break-even b u ild in q , we
know we have "X " number of d o lla rs  we know we are goinq to b ring  in throughout the year and .yet
there is  no way we are qoing to stay w ith in  that amount of d o lla rs ,  you ju s t  c a n 't do i t ,  you c a n 't
keep the apartment up because i t  is  n e tting  so o ld . We do the best we can and the rents are qoing
up c o n tin u a lly  to t r y  and make i t  a break-even b u ild in g . I r e a l ly  feel that, someone, now whether 
i t  is the Commissioner, because apparently i t  would be owned by him, should be taking a look at i t ,  
whether i t  is  the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly, whether the corporation should be looking at tak ing  i t  over 
as a pu b lic  housing u n it , 1 do not know and ne ither does our hoard and we have asked th is  question 
many times.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do you get the funding fo r the mortgage from the corporation?

MS BETTY DEE: No, th is  is  what I am saying, i t  is  a break-even b u ild in q . We h o p e fu lly  get that
money from the c o lle c t io n  of ren ts .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): For 29 u n its ,  what is  the average re n t.

MS 8ETTY DEE: They are a l l  the same, $475 a month. There is u su a lly  one su ite  vacant t ry in g  to
get renovated.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): So approxim ately $24,000 a year being paid fo r that mortgage, you are not 
g e ttin g  a d ire c t payment from the corpora tion  to pay th a t, you must c o lle c t  the re n t.
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MS VIVIAN HUNTER: I have one more concern here. I  suppose 1 could say i t  to n igh t tu t I would
ra th e r s ty  i t  now. The problem fo r  housing fo r  the o ld  fo lk s  in In u v lk , a lo t  o f them l iv e  1n
overcroweded s itu a tio n s  with th e ir  c h ild ren  who themselves have large fa m ilie s . They are forced to 
l iv e  1n those types o f s itu a tio n s  because they are not s e l f -s u f f ic ie n t  and cannot care fo r 
themselves. The old fo lk s  home here Is  not the place for them as they are to ld  by the housing 
asso cia tion  th a t they ?r»  not s e î f -s u f f tc lc n t  because they unable lũ  louk a fte r  Ih w s e iv e * .
T h is  was a p o l ic y  made at one of our board meetings held a couple of days ago. There was a lready 
an e ld e r ly  lady 1n the  old fo lk s  home that, was not s e lf -s u f f ic ie n t ,  to top i t  o f f  she has a
grandch ild  l i v in g  with her. There Is a lso a p o lic y  th a t ch ild ren  are not allowed in the old fo lk s  
home. At the time the lady was a llocated  the u n it there was a d iffe re n t  view o f the o ld fo lk s  
home, now with a new manager and new board members, th in gs have chanqed w ith  reqard to th a t. There 
1s even a ru le  that no alcohol 1s allowed in the u n its  - -  I t  1s not a ru le  but we prefer tha t 
alcohol 1s not allowed.

H a lf  of the tenants In  the o ld  fo lk s  home d rink  in th e ir  u n it. I t  has gotten to a point where the 
tenants c a n 't hack i t  anymore. I th ink I f  the association  or corporation Is going to use the 
problem o f alcohol as an excuse, that i t  be a standard p o lic y  to  apply to  a ll tenants , then maybe 
we w i l l  have b e tte r houses to o ffe r  the people of th is  town. Most of our tenants who drink are not 
bothered, but as soon as I t  is  the old fo lk s  home everybody wants to get that person out. Old 
fo lk s  should have the same freedom as other tenants who drink ju s t  as much and ye t they s t i l l  l iv e  
1n houses.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): I know 1t 1s a problem 1n a lo t  of senior c it iz e n s  homes, where people are 
not able to care for themselves. U sua lly  an arrangement 1s made w ith the Department of Socia l 
S e rv ice s , do you have Meals on Wheels fo r  example? Has there been any move on the part of the 
conwunlty because again the community has to be concerned because they are not capable of look ing  
a f te r  themselves. You can 't put them 1n the hosp ita l because i t  is  a lo t  more expensive. Has the 
town made any a p p lic a tio n  to Social Services because th a t 's  whose re p s o n s ib llty  i t  would be, not 
Housing.

MS VIVIAN HUNTER: R igh t now Social Services has a program where they have homemaker services which 
Is  a service  to a ll the old fo lk s  there and that helps than l iv e .  I t  is  more or less housecleaning 
and doing th e ir  laundry and going shopping fo r them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Other concerns? I f  not I would l ik e  to thank you on behalf of the 
conm lttee. I t  may seem rather d i f f ic u l t  to come in fro n t of us and voice concerns and not get any 
answers but tha t is not why we are here. What we are t r y in g  to  do ir> get around and here peoples 
concerns about housing. H opefully we w i l l  be able to do something and prod the government and i t s  
agency to do something about i t .  We ta lked about damages 1n your pu b lic  housing u n its , ren ta l 
sca les, the f l e x ib i l i t y  1n a llo c a tio n , you have some concern about a so -c a lle d  appeal hoard that 1s 
coming up. you talked about the honouriariums and the union negotiations and f in a l l y  sen ior 
c it iz e n s  homes and the Annaslluc - -  what does that mean in  In u v ia lu it?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: I t  was o r ig in a l ly  c a lle d  C h a rlie  Smith Apartments.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): So maybe that was C h a rlie  Sm ith 's name.

MR. JEFF GARDINER: A lo t  of problems we have, p a r t ic u la r ly  w ith  the A ltan  u n its , we have one
bedroom u n its . In my mind a one bedroom unit is  for a young married couple with no ch ild re n , what 
we put In those units is  a young married couple with one c h ild . So a lready we have an overcrowded 
s itu a t io n . Our most d ra s tic  need fo r housing is fo r two bedroom u n its . Everyone of our two 
bedroom un its  is  f i l le d  with a couple with two c h ild re n , plus the boyfriend , plus the b a b ys itte r.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You people a llocated them. You have fo u r eight u n it deais coming up t n is  
ye a r. I recogn ize  they are at market re n t. But they have responded and put up these un its .

MR. JEFF GARDINER: P ersona lly  I have a rea l fe a r with regard to those new u n its . The way they are
going to be managed, s o rt  of a committee, co-op s ty le ,  w ith  the people l iv in g  In than decides who
gets the next apartment and maintains them. That 1s f in e  and dancy in p r in c ip le  but what happens 
I f  you get some yaahoo in  there who goes berserk and destroys a un it?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What do you do when that occurs in  your own pub lic  units?

MR. JEFF GARDINER: Kick then out but my concern is  that we are going to end up with these un its  in
no time at a ll before we get the chance to say anyth ing.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Ĩ  suggest you make some kind o f a p itch  and p u ll a Pontius P i la te  and
wash your hands and stay away from 1t.

MS RUTH COADY: Just In  c lo s in g , one th in g  Is  more or less re v is in g  the management agreement and 
the fu tu re  ro le  o f the aSSuCiaLiuii:» which I  am sure you are going to be looking In to . I  would l ik e  
to stress that there  1s a rea l need to redefine  the d if fe re n t  associations and th e ir  ro le  1n the
corpora tion  and th e ir  ro le .  We nave asked fo r  a re v is io n  c f the management agreement, I  do not
know what stage i t  1s a t, I f  any,

MR. JEFF GARDINEP.: I  be lieve  E liz a  mentioned that the association had refused to s ign  tha t
management agreement and they got away w ith  1t.

MRS. LAWRENCE: They are s t i l l  1n the process o f making a deal but some management aareement has
not been signed.

MS RUTH COADY: When we did sign ours, we signed under p ro test with the understanding th a t I t  was
being looked at.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): The Instance Mrs. Lawrence re fe rs  to is  because that community wanted to
ta lk  to us before, that is  the basic reason. Whether 1t 1s a ll one sided, I do not know, that 1s
something we w i l l  attempt to deal w ith . So again thank you very k in d ly .  We have a meetinq w ith 
another group. H op efu lly  some of you w i l l  come hack to n ig h t.

— ADJOURNMENT
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MEETING WITH INUVIK TOWN COUNCIL

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What we norm ally do because we tape these meetings fo r  t ra n s c r ip t io n  we
ask that you speak In to  the mike so that we then know who is  speaking when we tra n s c rib e . We, as a 
committee have been around, there are other Members o f the committee who are not here, Joe 
A rlooktoo  is  from ^Lake Harbour, John T 'S e le ie  is  from Fort Good hope who has the Sahtu 
con stitu en cy, nike S a llan tyn e  from Ye llow kn ife  N orth .

We have been to  11 o r  12 communities in  the B a ff in  and we have been to  about four communities 
here. We have been asked to  go to about 40 some communities to  hear what people have to say about 
housing. We have met with the  housing a sso c ia tio n s , the d is t r ic t  managers where they are located , 
that is  in  Frob isher and here . We have met w ith  people from the local m u n c ip a lItie s , hamlet, 
settlement and town and we have met in pu b lic  meetings. We do not have any answers to any concerns 
that you have. What we are doing is  g e ttin g  these concerns so th a t we can make a report to the 
L eg is la tu re  in the November session about what we have heard and h o p e fu lly  that we would have some 
recommendations to make on housing.

So w ith  that we would ask th a t you put fo rth  to  us whatever you want and the Members may have 
questions o f you 1n re tu rn .

MR. TOM ZUBKO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. F ir s t  o f a ll I would lik e  to welcome you and your panel
to  In u v ik . We w i l l  be short and sweet here.

The p o s it io n  the town has taken f a i r l y  c o n s is te n tly  has been to  encourage to the highest poss ib le  
le v e l,  home-ownership. Some of the programs that have been put in place as I understand them are 
working toward th a t. Fo llow in g  that l in e ,  1 would lik e  to  ind ica te  and I am not sure i f  you are 
aware of the s itu a tio n  that e x is ts  or has existed  in  In u v ik . In 1976 as a re s u lt of the expansion 
that took place in p reparation  fo r the great impact that was about to  come along, the b u ild in g  of 
the A rc t ic  Gas p ip e lin e . The GNWT through n ego tia tion s w ith the town took over substantie l amount 
o f developed land th a t the town had developed under debentures and the T e r r i t o r ia l  Government 
became the owner of th a t property and forgave the debentures that the town had taken out.

In the la s t  two ye a rs , the demand fo r land has increased and through an arrangement w ith  the 
t e r r i t o r ia l  government, the town now leases that p ro perty  from the t e r r i t o r ia l  government at a rate 
o f f iv e  per cent of market value  per year and then subleases i t  to tenants at 10 per cent markup, 
in other words 5.5 per cent o f  market value. I t  does riot take much c a lc u la tio n  to re a liz e  that 
there is  a s ig n if ic a n t  subsidy defect in that arrangement. And th a t  p a rt ic u la r  arrangement has 
stim ulated the b u ild in g  of p r iv a te  houses in th is  town to  an exten t tha t we have never seen 
before. So we would lik e  to  see the t e r r i t o r ia l  government through whatever means, i f  p o ss ib le , 
allow  that kind of s itu a tio n  to  continue. The fa c t is  that r ig h t  now we do not have any lo ts  in 
town to  s e ll or lease fo r re s id e n tia l purposes whatsoever. There are  vacant p r iv a te ly  owned lo ts  
in town but of course that does net a ss ist th is  type of an arrangement.

So that would be our f i r s t  recommendation whether i t  is through t e r r i t o r ia l  housing or through some
other arm o f government, that appears to  be a very e ffe c t iv e  method of s tim u la tin g  
private -ow n ersh ip  of housing in  th is  town.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn ) : Are there any questions o f Mr. Zubko on that? Red.

MR. PEDERSEN: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I would ju s t l ik e  to c la r i f y  that f iv e ,  f iv e  and a h a lf market
value. That is an annual lease based on the market value fo r  annual leases or based on the market
value fo r s e ll in g  that lot?

MR. TOM ZUBKO: I t  is based on the assessed value, is i t  not?

A SPEAKER (Female): Those are debenture lo ts  so they are based on a permanent p r ic e , government
market value to develop that p ro p e rty .

MR. TOM ZUBKO: As I understand i t ,  the cost o f developing the property was divided by the number
o f lo ts  that were developed.

MR. PEDERSEN: When you say the market value, what fo r  instance d o lla r f ig u re , approximately?

A SPEAKER (Female): People are  paying around $1000 a year. Market value o f the lo t are around
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A SPEAKER (Female): People are paying around $1000 a year. Market value of the lo ts  are around 
$20, $25. You would have the money that you would have had I f  you had sold the lo t  I n i t i a l l y .  
Thank you,

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): The value of the lo t  r e a l ly  1s about $20,000 to  $30,0007

MR. TOM ZUBKO: Between $20,000 and $30,000. They vary depending on the development. Our
estimated cost o f  development at th is  time 1s $30,000 t o  $35,000.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What s ize  are the lo ts ?

MR. TOM ZUBKO: About 60 by 100.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): But these are those debenture lo ts  that were done in the e a r ly  70s and 
because there was nothing going on in  the town, the town wanted to get out of the debenture and the 
government took them over. Does the town have an arrangement w ith  the GNWT as an agent of the 
T e r r i to r ie s  s im ila r  to  what goes on 1n other communities?

A SPEAKER (Female): Yes. The town has f i r s t  o p tion s . We have leased them and they have turned
over the t i t l e  to  us, and we have leased them even though we are s t i l l  paying.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, McCallum): So, you say that you would lik e  the government to  continue to  do t h is ,
you would lik e  the GNWT to  service  these lo ts .

MR. TOM ZUBKO: That 1s one p o s s ib i l i t y ,  yes .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Or have them serviced  and then turn them over to you so that you can then 
lease them to persp ective  home-owners.

MR. TOM ZUBKO: E x a c tly .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Does the home-owner have any problem with leased land g e ttin g  mortgage
money?

A SPEAKER (Fem ale): No they have not.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): On a 30 year lease, they have not?

A SPEAKER (Fem ale): No.

CHAIRMAN: (Mr. McCallum): Jesus, th a t is unique here.

MR. TOM ZUBKO: I  have not heard of any problems at a l l .

A SPEAKER (Female): We had some problems when they were going to subleased, but when they turned
the t i t l e  over to  the town, then there  was not a problem. I t  has been reg is te red  in  land t i t l e s .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): G etting mortgage money and th a t?  Is th is  fo r  an in d iv id u a l to  put up h is  
own home, or is th is  to buy an e x is t in g  un it kind of th ing?

A SPEAKER (Fem ale): An in d iv idua l to  put up his own home.

MR. TOM ZUBKO: They are assignable. The s itu a tio n  has not been in place long enough, r e a l ly  f o r
tha t to crop up, people have b u i l t  houses fo r  themselves. Now, i f  they were to take and s e ll th a t 
house, tha t lease would be assignable to the next purchaser. But, at f iv e  per cen t, w ith  In te re s t 
ra tes at 14 or 15 per cent r ig h t  now, they are paying one th ird  of what they would on ju s t  In te re s t 
alone. So, there is a 10 per cent subsidy in there.

A SPEAKER (Fem ale): The option to buy out is  there at any time.

MR. TOM ZUBKO: The fa c t of the matter is  that that has stim ulated the housing market here v e ry ,
v e ry  s ig n if ic a n t ly .  I th ink i t  would be f a i r  to say th a t we have had more p r iv a te  construction  in  
the la s t year than we have had in the la s t f iv e  fo r re s id e n t ia l p ro p e rties . Now, that may be a 
combination of d if fe re n t  fa c to rs , but as soon as those lo ts  were made a va ilab le  at f iv e  per c e n t, 
they were snapped up.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): W ell, ye s , I guess they would be. That may be a combination of d if fe re n t
fa c to rs . Do you know how many government employees have picked up those, and i f  so, Is is  because 
of the f iv e  and a quarter?

A SPEAKER (Fem ale): I do not know i f  there is  that many government employees. There is  a lo t  more
people that have live d  in  town f o r  a long tim e.

MR. TOM ZUBKO: There are d e f in ite ly  some government people that have gone that o p tion .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Okay, is  there anything e lse  on that business, on land, because tha t is
one of the th ings tha t was ind icated  to  us, that somehow, the m u n ic ip a lity , by whatever 
arrangement, notw ithstanding the kind of arrangement that you people would lik e  to see, that there 
was a need fo r  more lo ts ,  the a v a i la b i l i t y  o f se rv ice  lo ts .

MR. TOM ZUBKO: We have an acute problem, or p o te n t ia l ly  an acute problem. I t  has not become acute 
at th is  p o in t, because we have ju s t  gotten r id  of the la s t of the ava ilab le  lo ts  tha t we have had 
a va ila b le . However, there  has been an in d ic a tio n  from the t e r r i t o r ia l  government themselves that 
there is  a requirement fo r  perhaps as many as 60 lo ts  next year in  conjunction w ith the change of 
the housing p o lic y  fo r th is  town.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Have you had ta lks  with lo c a l government on that?

MR. TOM ZUBKO: We have ju s t  s ta rte d  them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Can you ind icate  what the reaction  was to  it?

MR. TOM ZUBKO: I do not think th a t we have had a reaction  ye t. We have ind icated something along
th is  l in e ,  that we wish to  continue along th is  lin e . Cut we have not had a reaction  y e t .  So what 
w i l l  come of th a t , we r e a l l y  do not know.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Done through the loca l regiona l o f f ic e ,  or done through headquarters?

A SPEAKER (Fem ale): Channeled through here.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Okay, nothing e lse on that? Anything else?

MR. TOM ZUBKO: W ell, tha t is  the most s ig n if ic a n t  area. Another area that we have made
representation to  the corporation fo r  qu ite  some tim e, is to  l i f t  the top end of the rent on p u b lic  
housing. As I understand i t ,  i t  goes up to a point which is  w ith in  the economical ra n t, at which 
time that becomes the maximum re n t. We would lik e  to  see that l im it  l i f t e d .  The ra tio n a l behind 
that is  that once a person gets beyond what is considered economical re n t, or what is in fa c t 
economical rent fo r  him, i t  stim ulates him to  go in to  p r iv a te  housing again. That is the basic 
goal o f the town, is  to have p riv a te  ownership.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That 1s contingent on the lo ts  being a va ilab le .

MR. TOM ZUBKO: Those are b a s ic a lly  the areas of concern tha t the town has.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Where would you l ik e  to see th is  l im it  topped o ff  at?

MR. TOM ZUBKO: W ell, I would p e rso n a lly  not lik e  to  see a top to  i t .  I  do not th ink that i t  is
necessary.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): When you say l i f t e d ,  you mean ju s t  take i t  away so rt of?

MR. TOM ZUBKO: S tra ig h t form ulated a ll the way through. The ra tio n a l being th e re , tha t once i t  is
more economical fo r  a person to own his own housing, he w i l l  do so. Now, I do not know what 
percentage of housing here is occupied by people who would be in that p o s it io n , i t  might not be
s ig n if ic a n t ,  however fo r  the few that i t  is ,  i t  is our p o s itio n  then that they should move in to
th e ir  own s itu a tio n s .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Questions?
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MR. PEDERSEN: In other communities that we have gone to , there  has been ta lk  on whether or not I t  
would be b e n e fic ia l f o r  the bodies that now adm inister pu b lic  housing, usu a lly  housing associa tions 
and in one case a housing a u th o r ity , to be a coirniittee o f the municipal council so that there would 
be a g rea te r degree o f pu b lic  con tro l and pub lic  input In to  I t .  As 1t 1s now, 1t 1s a tense 
associa tion  and administered by those who q u i l i f y  through vote at e le c tio n s  of the housing 
o bb u iia lion * . 3u, al sutue places there have been suggestions that I t  would work bette r I f  I t  was a 
committee of the municipal government. You have probably not discussed th a t, but how does the Idea 
sound, do you have any comments on It?

MR. TOM ZUBKO: I am not sure tha t that 1s the s o lu t io n , but I have a fundemental problem w ith  
having an associa tion  running th e ir  own subsid ized housing. So, I would th ink th a t an a u th o r ity  of 
some s o rt  1s g re a t ly  p re fe ra b le  to  an association  o f tenants.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Has there ever been any b u ild in g  of u n its  in the  town that are 
t r i -p a r t e k ,  fe d e ra l, m unicipal and t e r r i t o r ia l?  In  other words, a u th o rity  homes?

MR. TOM ZUBKO: Not tha t I am aware of.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): W e ll, as Red has sa id , there has been ind icated  In other communities, 
tha t because i t  is  a very lim ite d  group, and of course, I do not want to say 1t the wrong way, 
s e lf-c e n te re d , which I th ink is  your concern, Tom. That you have a group of people because they 
are l i v in g  up there , they want us concerned w ith  i t .  Then I t  becomes very s e lf-c e n te re d . In 
a llo c a t io n , they are looking fo r  greater r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s ,  power 1f you l ik e ,  but re s p o n s ib il it ie s  
to  the associa tion .

I t  has been suggested, as Red sa id , that some communities —  i t  would be bette r o f f ,  In fa c t ,  In a 
town, not 1n a settlem ent, not a hamlet, but in a town - -  have Ind icated that they would lik e  to 
have the association as a committee of the local municipal government. This is a town of course, 
tha t has taken on other re s p o n s ib il it ie s  that would norm ally be the p re roga tive  o f the t e r r i t o r ia l  
government to  do so. The ra t io n a l being that they accept the  idea that housing is a community 
concern, not ju s t  a tenant concern, but i t  is a community concern. Obviously you must be too, 
because you would be concerned that i t  meets the b u ild in g  by-law s . You must have a zoning by-law  
tha t you have to  put through, you have a concern in there and the people o bv iou sly  are not happy 
being the c o lle c to rs  o f garbage and d is tr ib u to rs  o f water and the curfew laws, the dog by-la w s , 
there are other th ings that the m u n ic ip a lity  would l ik e  to see as w e ll.

So, I th ink  that was what was leading up to t h is .  That there was th is  concern, and we were 
wondering whether the town council has ever talked about that concept. Because i t  is a community 
concern, being involved with any kind of decisions that would be made to the design, you know, you 
are w ith  the b u ild in g  codes, but the lo c a tio n  of these un its  as w e ll.

MR. TOM ZUBKO: W e ll, the experience of the town w ith  the Housing Corporation ge n e ra lly  would be, I 
th in k , would be considered somewhat u n sa tis fa c to ry . I do not know 1f you are aware, but the town, 
at one tim e, owned 10 per cent of a group o f houses that were b u ild  by the Housing Corpora tion , and 
the net e ffe c t o f that arrangement was tha t the town was assessed w ith  a b i l l  every year fo r  the 
d e f ic i t  that the un its  ran a t. We negotiated our way out o f  that ra ther fo rc e fu l ly .  We have 
discussed housing designs and what have you with the Housing C orpora tion , but norm ally when they 
have come to us, they have been in the f in a l stages of design and they have been discussed with, us, 
but w ithout the c a p a b ility  o f p u ttin g  through any changes. The in d ire c t  or in fe rred  th re a t has 
always been held over our heads that i f  we were not prepared to  accept th e ir  proposais, tha t they 
would not put the houses in . So, I th ink i t  is reasonable to  say th a t the re la tio n sh ip  has been 
less than c lose .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): But, is  there a concern that the town would l ik e  to improve the 
re la t io n s h ip  in regard to ju s t  those th ings? You know, you have a zoning by-law  where you allow 
three or four or two u n its . I f  you get a group o f pu b lic  housing u n its  coming in ,  by whatever - -  
Housing Corpora tion , CMHC, or p r iv a te  businessmen, you know you are going to  t e l l  them where they 
are going and i f  they say, "W ell we do not want to  go there, le t  us go where we want or e lse  you 
are not going to  get them." What do you do? Do you back o ff or do you t r y  to come together with 
it?  I know the un its tha t you are ta lk in g  about, how do you pronounce i t  "Annasiluc"?



MR. TOM ZUBKO: No, that 1s another u n it . I am not sure what the arrangement th e re  was. I b e lie ve  
that the town was acting  as an agent fo r  the Housing Corporation on those u n its .  But the u n its  
tha t I am re fe r r in g  to  is  p u b lic  housing. I t  1s the group of red u n its  down ju s t  c lose to the town
h a l l .  When those were put up, I be lieve  the arrangement was that the town put the land In at 10
per cent.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Oh, so you d id  have a t r ip a r t i t e .  You did have that k ind  of deal.

MR. TOM ZUBKO: W e ll, th e o re t ic a lly  we d id , but we got out of i t .

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): That has occurred in o ther coim iunitles. I know 1n the community o f Fort
Smith the town got the land, th e ir  share. The t e r r i t o r ia l  government put in X amount, I th in k , 15
per cent, and the feds through CMHC put in the other 75. I would expect i t  would be the same kind
o f deal, so that was why I was wondering whether there used to  be an a u th o rity  here ra ther than an 
a sso c ia tion .

MR. TOM ZUBKO: There was an a u th o rity  i n i t i a l l y .  A lso , the town had a guaranteed p o s it io n  on the
board. Then when i t  became an associa tion  the vote was removed from the town rep resen ta tive , so 
our input was e s s e n t ia lly  zero. Like I sa id , a l l  we got was a b i l l  for 10 per cent of the 
operating debts.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): W e ll, that is the d iffe re n c e  between the a u th o r ity  and the associa tion . 

MR. TOM ZUBKO: I t  did not seem lik e  a very  good deal to us.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): No w e ll,  o n ly  i f  you are going to  be able to assert some kind o f
in flu en ce . I know, that is the same th in g  that occurred w ith  the m u n ic ip a lity  in  Fort Smith. They 
were to ld  that they were going to  go in to  an area and i f  they did not l ik e  it  they would not get 
i t .  So I re c a ll t e l l in g  Kaesar and the rest o f them, "We do not want them then." Oh, no, no, they 
put them in ,  so now we have a small ghetto on Sesame S tre e t, pu b lic  housing.

But, i t  a l l  comes from th is  concern. Is  there a concern o f the town, because I r e a l ly  be lieve  and 
I th ink th a t most Members agree, that of a l l  th ings the town should be, or a local government 
should be concerned w ith  is housing in the community. I t  is  not ju s t the in d iv id u a l, but the town 
must be, otherw ise you would not worry about by-laws or zoning.

MR. TOM ZUBKO: E x a c t ly .  I th in k  i t  would be fa i r  to  say that the town would be receptive  to  that 
kind of a p roposa l, but i t  would be d e f in ite ly  something that would be discussed by council as a 
whole, but i t  has not been discussed. But I th ink that i t  would be f a i r  to say that i t  would be 
receptive  to  looking at any proposal along that l in e .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Here in  In u v ik , the housing associa tion  is f a i r l y  unique, because there
are so many pub lic  housing u n its . There are more here than in any other community that I know o f, 
maybe with the exception of Frob isher Bay. F rob isher Bay has a lo t too, but because there are so 
many, home-ownership has been something that was unique to c e rta in  in d iv id u a ls  in the town, not 
v e ry  many though, but unique. But i t  was public  housing, government housing, fe d e ra l, t e r r i t o r ia l  
o r whatever. B ut, we hear more and more that people are ju s t  not concerned about ge ttin g  a 
s h e lte r , they are r e a l ly  concerned about ge ttin g  a home. In d iv id u a lly  you do not ju s t  bu ild  a
sh e lte r , you bu ild  a home which is  a human r ig h t ,  i f  you l ik e  tha t e n ta ils  re s p o n s ib i l i t ie s .  So, I
guess that is  the kind of th ing  that we were concerned about, because we have heard i t  in other 
places about th is  business.

I do not know i f  there are any other questions. C liz a ,  do you have any questions? I th ink  that i t
would be in te re s t in g  fo r  th is  group to  get an idea of how the town, your local government, your
m u n ic ip a lity  would think about i t ,  or how they would react to i t .  I t  would be n ice  as w e ll,  i f  i t
were p o ss ib le , i f  you had a b r ie f  made to the government o f the business o f the government
continu ing th is  scheme that you have, or that with the debenture lo ts  and you want to  continue. I f  
you have made a w r itte n  formal deal with the government, i t  would be of in te res t to  us here to get 
a copy of tha t i f  i t  would not be too d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  the town council would go along with th a t.

MR. TOM ZUBKO: Yes, I do not th ink that that would be a problem. We w i l l  forward any inform ation
that we have.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): i f  we could get that and, I do not know whether we would ever get I t  from
you that you would be concerned about th is  other aspect o f i t .  I am not sure that we have any 
other concerns that we would want. Most o f the ones that we deal w ith  are, o f course, are dealing  
w ith  the association  people or Just p u b lic  people about re n t.

This may be u n fa ir ,  out l hear that there is  a change w ith  a lo t  of the government personnel, maybe 
teachers, because o f the government p o lic y ,  th a t they are going to  have to  get th e ir  own, and 
people are le av in g . Is that rig h t?

MR. TOM ZUBKO: Well the date was November next year, but there has been some ta lk  of that being
postponed again. We do not th ink th a t I t  should be, we th ink  that i t  should go ahead, b a s ic a lly
because we fe e l th a t th is  town Is ready fo r  th a t, We do not th ink  that housing needs to  be
subsid ized. We th ink that we are la rg e  enough that there Is  room fo r  an a c tiv e  housing market in
th is  town. However, I do not know what the status of that decis ion  is  r ig h t  now. N a tu ra lly , as
can be expected, the various unions have been making representations to  the t e r r i t o r ia l  government
to  have that ro le  back again. I guess we w i l l  see what happens, but that Is  where the demand fo r 
60 lo ts  1s, 1t has been in d ica ted  from the t e r r i t o r ia l  government Is in response to that 
requirement. We do have the land to  develop, we have the town plan , which th is  town plan allows 
fo r  upwards o f 15,000 people, which o b v io u s ly  is  a long, long way from where we are row.

One of the problems that we are l i k e ly  to run in to , is  sim ply being able to  get money to do 1t. 
That has been one o f the problems th a t Inuvik  has faced te n ta t iv e ly  since 1970, I guess. That
comes back to another sub ject, which is  impact, and Impact fin an c in g  and whatnot. To th is  date, 1n
sp ite  of a ll the recommendations that th is  town has made to every panel that has come through here, 
supposedly dealing w ith  th a t, there is  s t i l l  nothing fo rm a lly  1n place to deal w ith  that problem. 
We have taken an in i t ia t iv e  because the federal government has stated unequ ivocally that they w i l l  
provide impact funding and we are sending them a shopping l i s t .  H op efu lly , th a t w i l l  be out w ith in  
a month. That Includes money to  develop su b d iv is ion s, to  do road Improvements that are requ ired as 
a re s u lt  of more people moving into the town, Industry  becoming more active  in the area. So, we 
w i l l  see what happens w ith  th a t . But that is a problem, g e tt in g  financ ing  to  do these types of 
expansion programs and of course, the town Is  a l i t t l e  b it  gun-shy as well in that we went through 
that debacle w ith  the development of $3 m illio n  worth o f pro perties  when we were to ld  to get ready 
fo r  the A rc t ic  Gas p ip e lin e , which never surfaced. Now we have of course we have Beaufort 
Development and p o te n t ia lly  the Polar Gas l in e .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I t  is  a lr ig h t  to be to ld  to be accurate boy scouts and g i r l  guides and be
prepared but i f  you do not get the money to do i t ,  you have problems.

MR. TOM ZUBKO: And i f  we do not have some kind o f Immunity to  pro tect us i f  th ings f a l l  apart and
I w i l l  go so fa r  as to say tha t the n ego tia tion s w ith  the t e r r i t o r ia l  government in respect to 
these debenture lo ts  were long and arduous.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is the land reserved? The land that you have for fu tu re  development, is
that Commissioner's land or is that federa l reserve?

MR. TOM ZUBKO: A l l  Commissioner's land.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anything e lse? Thank you very k in d ly .  We appreciate the oppo rtun ity to
get the concerns you noted. Anything e lse that you th ink that you may want to  comment on, we would 
be pleased to hear from you. I doubt whether we w ill get back here as a group but we c e r ta in ly  
would be pleased to get something from the town council v ia  a w ritten  submission to  us i f  you do. 
The business o f the R and R, the a v a i la b i l i t y  o f mortgage moneys fo r  c it iz e n s  of your community. 
I f  there are any concerns or you have any suggestions about the home-assistance grants and those 
kinds of th ings that promote the home-ownership. Thank you.

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMUTEE ON HOUSING 

INUVIK, JULY 16. 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Good evening. We have one more Member of our committee to come, but we 
could s ta r t  th is  evening. Perhaps we should t e l l  you who we are, where we have been and what we 
are going to  do and why we are here.

We are a committee of the L e g is la t iv e  Assembly, a ll e lected MLAs representing d iffe re n t  areas of 
the T e r r i to r ie s .  We are here to  hear concerns regard ing housing in In u v ik . We have been to the 
B a ffin  and the High A rc t ic ,  from Resolute , G rise  F io rd , A rc t ic  Bay a l l  the way to Lake Harbour, 
Frob isher Bay and Cape Dorset. And w ith in  the la s t week we have been from C o lv i l le  Lake to F o rt 
Frank lin  and Tuktoyaktuk.

My name is  Arnold McCallum, I am a co-chairm an, I am an MLA from Fort Smith representing the Slave 
R ive r. To my r ig h t  is  Ludy Pudluk who is  the Member fo r  the High A rc t ic  who liv e s  in  Resolute 
Bay. To my le f t  is Red Pedersen, the Member fo r  Kitikm eot West who liv e s  in Coppermine, and then 
Michael Angottitauru q  the Member fo r  K itikm eot East who liv e s  in Gjoa Haven. Mr. Sam Gargan to my 
fa r r ig h t  who is  fo r Deh Cho and liv e s  in Fo rt Providence. We have one other Member w ith  us that 
is not here r ig h t  now, Mrs. E l iz a  Lawrence who represents the Tu Nedhe constituency and she l iv e s  
in Ye llow kn ife .

As I ind ica ted , we are here to hear concerns about housing, s p e c if ic a lly  in the supply, the 
a llo c a tio n  and the d e liv e ry  o f housing in  In u v ik . We want to hear your comments and your 
concerns. We ask i f  any of you want to make your concerns pub lic  to come up to the tab le  to my 
r ig h t and use the microphone that is  there.

The proceedings th is  evening, as they have been in every other place are recorded. As such, when 
you speak to  us, i f  you would id e n t ify  yo u rs e lf so that when we take the recordings and tra n scribe  
them, we w i l l  know who made what statements. We are able to tran sla te  in the eastern and western 
dialogue and in English sim ultaneously so that i f  you have a re luctance to speak in your native  
tongue, that should a lla y  any kind of fear that you have.

We have no answers to the problems o f housing. We are here fo r your concerns and your comments. 
We are not from the NWT Housing Corpora tion  nor are we here from the GNWT. None o f us are 
Executive Committee Members. We w i l l  make a report to  the L eg is la tu re  of concerns we have heard 
and h o p e fu lly  recommendations in November. But I want you to be under no I llu s io n  that we are from 
the Housing Corporation or from the Government of the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s .  We are not.

What we want to hear is your concerns about housing and I would hope that you would make those 
concerns pub lic  and so in that way we may be able to get the concerns from a la rge  group of people 
in the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  so that recommendations may be made to t r y  to change p o lic ie s  and 
d ire c tio n  of the GNWT and/or i t s  agency, the Housing Corpora tion ,

We have about 30 more communities to v is i t  so that we may hear th e ir concerns. With that I w i l l  
ask my co-chairman, my colleague of a number of years , Mr. Ludy Pudluk, i f  he would l ik e  to make 
some comments before we s ta r t .  Mr. Pudluk.

MR. PUDLUK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would l ik e  to thank you people for showing up fo r th is  
meeting because i t  is very important fo r  us to ta lk  w ith you people. I have been an MLA since 1975 
and I have tr ie d  to  bring i t  to  the a tten tio n  of the Housing Corporation that the settlements have 
been having problems with housing. My voice never seemed to be heard. So, during the la s t  budget 
session, I  introduced the motion to set up th is  committee to v is i t  the communities and get th e ir  
views about housing and that is  why we are here today. We are not part of the government or the 
Housing C orpora tion , we are working fo r  you people so do not be a fra id  to  ta lk .  The more we hear, 
the more we w i l l  l ik e  i t .  That is about a l l  I have to say r ig h t  now. I  may have questions la te r  
on. Thank you, s i r .



CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Ludy. I th in k  fo r  the purpose o f t ra n s la t io n , our
c o -o rd in a to r, Penny Aumond, has been passing out these re ce ive rs . I would ask i f  you have one,
before you leave i f  you would leave them on the c h a irs .

Penny Aumond is  our c o -o rd in a to r and we have the In u k t itu t  tra n s la to rs , Mall 1 and Erica  at the back 
and Robert Kuptana and Rosie a lo c a l g i r l  who is  there doing the t ra n s la t io n  of the western
d ia le c t .  C hris  is our techn ica l person.

is  there anyone e lse  who would lik e  to  make opening comments. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would ju s t l ik e  to thank everyone fo r  in v it in g  us to
In u y ik . And I would also l ik e  to encourage everyone, e s p e c ia lly  the la d ie s , to come up and g ive us 
t h e ir  views and concerns. We need your concerns fo r  our recommendations. L ike our chairman sa id , 
because we are a l l  e lected and not working fo r  the government o r the Housing Corpora tion , any
recommendation that w ill  be made w i l l  be s e r io u s ly  considered. There are 10 o f us t r a v e ll in g  
to ge th e r, but today there is  on ly seven o f us because some of the others had to leave. Any 
recommendation or motion th a t w i l l  be made in the House w i l l  be supported by the others as w e ll. 
To make a good recommendation we need your input and views. Mashi cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCal lum): Thank you, E l iz a .  I  neglected to say that we have 10 people, Joe
Arlooktoo  from Lake Harbour, MLA fo r  B a ffin  South, as well as John T 'S e le ie  from Good Hope the 
Member f o r  Sahtu, Michael B a llantyne who is  a Member fo r  Ye llow kn ife  North and E li ja h  Erkloo  who 
w i l l  l i k e ly  show up la te r on th is  evening as w e ll.

So with those opening comments, I would l ik e  to throw the meeting open now, to hear comments from 
you who are  here to n igh t on any aspect of housing. I would sim ply ask th a t^ c u  come to the ta b le  
and Id e n t ify  y o u rs e lf  and t e l l  i t  l ik e  i t  is  or how yo u 'fe e l about i t .

MR. BEN LaPAGE: My name is  Ben LaPage, I am executive  d ire c to r  o f North of 60 Youth Federation .
I t  is an o rga n iza tion  that o f which was designed to make sure that p o lit ic ia n s  do not abuse 
In te rn a tio n a l Youth Year. And since you are ta lk in g  about an Issue on housing that is  of great 
concern to  the people of the  Northwest T e r r i to r ie s ,  I am going to t e l l  i t  e xa c tly  the way i t  is :

Inuv ik  has the same com plications in housing is that o f Y e llow kn ife . There are companies that have 
houses, th a t they ren t fo r  X amount of d o lla rs ,  which is understandable. There are government 
agencies, both on the t e r r i t o r ia l  and federal le v e ls  that o f which rent the houses or apartments 
and s it empty fo r months and months on end. Both le ve ls  of government do not seem to care as to 
the  fact that there are e ig h t to  10 people l iv in g  in one bedroom apartments. As fa r  as I am 
concerned, you people here today, are nothing but a fa rce . The fa c t that you go around to these 
various communities asking questions from various people, you are not going to  a rr iv e  at the 
conclusion as to what is wrong because the answer is so bloody simple.

The answer, my fr ie n d s , you ju s t have to  introduce tax exemptions that would b ring  p riva te  
companies from the South up here to bu ild  houses and when they b u ild  these houses, make sure that 
th e y  are d ive rted  to  non-government employees o n ly  f i r s t ,  then you a llow  government employees to 
take the space. Because what happens a l l  the time is that one or two members of a fa m ily  are 
s i t t in g  in  a three o r four bedroom u n it when there are e igh t to 10 people in a one bedroom u n it .  
What goes on here in  the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  is  a to ta l abuse o f power and th a t power w i l l  be 
changing and i t  w i l l  change w ith in  two years because the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  is changing at a 
v e ry  fast pace.

My organ iza tion  is attem pting to help make those changes because the housing s itu a tio n  is one issue 
and the abuse of power is another. For instance, in Tuk, you people have been there and I have 
a lready heard through the grapevine that i t  is ju s t  amazing as to how naive you people are as to  
what is going on in Tuk. I  have o n ly  been there a couple times in the la s t couple of years . I 
used to work fo r Dome, I know what is going on up there and i t  is not fo r  me to  say. You people 
have to f in d  out tha t problem on your own. I t  is ju s t  l ik e  the problem here in In u v ik , you have to 
f in d  it out on your own and you are not going to fin d  these problems by s i t t in g  on your rear ends 
lis te n in g  and net a r r iv in g  at any decent conclusion .

The fact as I stated that there is abuse of power not on ly w ith in  the housing in d u stry  but also 
in the p r iv a te  sector as w e ll .  And what you people should be doing instead of snooping around and 
making recommendations, you should conduct an in depth in q u iry  because i t  is ju s t  unreal what is 
going on. You people, do not even have any idea as to how the Inuvik power s tru ctu re  is operated.



Here in Inuw ik , there are fo u r people that con tro l i t .  They are simply c a lle d  the "w h ite gang of 
fo u r "  and what these people do is  i f  they do not l ik e  you or your issues or your concepts, they 
squeeze you out. That happened to  my o rg a n iza tio n . So f in e ,  I moved, but o n ly  to A k la v lk , and the 
th in g  that is  going on over in  A k la v lk , you w i l l  f in d  out tomorrow is going to be v e ry  in t r ig u in g .  
So, with my statement as o f the fa c t of abusive power, keep that in mind, because you people are 
not going to  make the decent recommendations tha t you hope to do. Because before you make those 
recommendations, you have to  dismantle the Inuvifc power stru ctu re  and in order to achieve th a t you 
are going to  have one heck o f a f ig h t  on your hands. You w i l l  have an u p ris in g . An u p ris in g  of 
power. That is  what is  going on. You are not looking at i t  from the r ig h t  point o f  view, you are 
ju s t  looking at i t  th a t way, s tra ig h t ahead.

That is a l l  I have to  say about the abuse of power and the housing Issue. I would lik e  to  say
o th e r th ings in regard to what is going on but I would be ru led  out of order.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): By whom?

MR. BEN LaPAGE: Oh, I  have a long l i s t  o f th ings to say. I get out of hand at times because as I
sa id  my o rgan iza tion  is  p o l i t ic a l  and i t  is  to v e r i f y  the fa c t  tha t p o lit ic ia n s  d o n 't abuse power.
I am rather in tr ig u e d .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall um): Jo in  the c lu b , a fte r  the statements you made.

MR. BEN LaPAGE: I am ju s t g iv in g  you food fo r thought. I  am known as a trou b le -sh o ote r and you
know what a trou b le -sh o ote r nous. But I may see these th in g s , at le as t I d o n 't s i t  and do nothing 
to  solve the problems. I am already attem pting to solve the problems of youth, but not here in 
In u v ik  because as I sa id  the power s tru c tu re  here is too strong. Any questions?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCailum): Ĩ am sure. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: What is  your organization?

MR. BEN LaPAGE: My o rgan iza tion  is  an organ iza tion  that o f which was formed in Ye llow kn ife  in
1982. I ts  main concept is  to attempt to  g ive  youth a voice in government and that vo ice  in
government is  h o p e fu lly  going to be there w ith in  a couple o f years but it  is also a way of re v is in g  
an o rgan iza tion  that was dismantled in 1982, i t  was ca lle d  NWT Youth A sso cia tion .

MRS. LAWRENCE: I guess I ju s t  have a comment to make. We might be s i t t in g  on our rear ends
to n igh t but we don't always s i t  l ik e  th is .  When you get elected as an MLA, i t  is not because you
are s it t in g  on your re a r ends. I f  I was not concerned about the problems th a t e x ist w ith housing I 
would not be s it t in g  here e ith e r .  Your a ttitu d e  is very  negative but I could be negative as w e ll ,  
because where I come from we have many problems. Maybe you think your problems are big but the 
problems we are faced with might be even b ig ge r. So don't, underestimate us, ju s t  t e l l  us your
views and concerns and we w i l l  s e rio u s ly  take them in to  consideration  fo r our recommendations.

MR. BEN LaPAGE: My concern as I stated is the power s tru c tu re .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCailum): Anybody else? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I ju s t  want to make an extension to what you said about the
youth group. I do not know what kind of group of people you have but d e f in ite ly  we know what the
stru ctu re  was before the housing program ever came in to  existence. Most o f the people that were
l iv in g  in the North were p re tty  well s e l f - r e l ia n t .  They b u i l t  th e ir  own houses, they were 
s e l f -s u f f ic ie n t .  I

I b e lie ve  i t  was around I960 when the Indian A f fa ir s  housing programs came in ,  and then in 1974 was
when the low rental houses came in . Once the low renta l houses came in , I guess th a t is when a ll
the problems sta rted  happening, to  the extent that at cne time we had an idea. Mind you, the
government had good in te n tio n s  at that time to s ta rt a housing program fo r  native people. That
idea came in as an movement and then became an o rga n iza tion , and th is  o rga n iza tion  now is  so 
in s t itu t io n a liz e d  that they fo rg o t who the people were that they were supposed to be se rv in g . So,
I know what I am ta lk in g  about.
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MR. BEN LaPAGE: I thank you very much. The reason why I was harping so much on youth is  because 
your meeting tomorrow n igh t 1s In the A k lav ik  community h a l l ,  that of which a teen centre  1s In 
place. That Is why 1 have been harping on th is ,  so thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): W e ll, there may be some other people who would l ik e  to —  Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I guess that housing Is o n ly  a part of a comnunlty Issue
r ig h t  now You *1*0 have to  look at the native  cu ltu re  versus the white c u ltu re . Î кгш« fût a
fa c t  that 1n most o f the communities, so c ia l la b e llin g  and being considered second class c it iz e n s  
on your own land, so rt o f cause the so c ia l problems that are now in ex istence . The education 
system 1s b a s ic a lly  bias to  the na tive  cu ltu re  and they r e a l ly  a llle n a te  the youth 1n th e ir  own 
schools. So, they are le t  down and they t r y  and fin d  a lte rn a tiv e  ways by dropping out and t r y in g  
to  find wage employment. So, maybe we are ju s t  s ta rt in g  w ith  housing but eventu a lly  we hope to 
address a lo t more than housing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anybody else? I would be In te rested  p e rso n a lly , who these four are? Not 
now, but I f  you are going to  be around tomorrow, I would l ik e  to know who the four are. I  have not 
been here or in the North a l l  that long. You made a statement that the o n ly  way that th ings are 
going to occur is  to  g ive tax exemptions to  southern companies to come in and b u ild  houses for the 
North. That 1s ra th e r unique. What we have been hearing Is the exact opposite from people 1n the 
communities. How do you a rriv e  at that statement, that we should be g iv in g  ta x  exemptions to 
southern companies to come in to b u ild  houses fo r  northern people?

MR. BEN LaPAGE: W e ll, I say that because of the fact tha t I used to work fo r a m illio n a ire  In 
B r it is h  Columbia and he has fo re ign  Investo rs , and they would lik e  to have a s itu a tio n  where they 
could come up to some area in Canada and b a s ic a lly  have tax deductions.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Wouldn't we a ll?

MR. BEN LaPAGE: Well Japan is one.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Well that is t ru e , but Japan is on the other side of the w orld. You say 
tha t housing should go to non-government employees f i r s t  before government employees. Would you 
reco nc ile  that w ith  the p o lic y  of at least the t e r r i t o r ia l  government to h ire  loca l people? Are 
you suggesting by your statement, tha t we should not g ive loca l h ires  government accomnodation?

MR. BEN LaPAGE: No, what I mean is  when a government h ire s  somebody, they g ive  them a housing 
allowance. What I w i l l  use as an example is  here in Inuvik w ith  nurses residences. A lo t  of time 
th a t s its  empty as well as the nurses residence in  Y e llo w k n ife . Now, the s itu a tio n  in Ye llo w k n ife  
w ith  the nurses residence, is  because of the fact that the federal government gives these people x 
amount o f d o lla rs  fo r  a housing allowance, they have them in a s itu a tio n  where they have a housing 
allowance, and because of the fact that the people that work in the hosp ita l would rather get tha t 
e xtra  money. They have a federa l apartment and the p ro f it  from that s itu a tio n , they are making a 
l i t t l e  b i t  extra money because of the l i t t l e  s itu a tio n  that they are in . That is why I sâ y abuse 
of power.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Okay, I ju s t  have one other comnent. You c a ll us naive. There are s ix  
o f us here, four have been oorn in the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s ,  have tra v e lle d  f a i r l y  exten s ive ly  in  
th e ir  present or past occupations. I am the youngest one in terms of being north . Mr. Pedersen 
has been in  the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  fo r 30 odd years . I have o n ly been here fo r  21 ye a rs , so I 
would say that between s ix  o f us on an average we must represent 200 to  240 c o lle c t iv e  years in the 
Northwest T e r r i to r ie s .  I know that I have been, p e rso n a lly , p e rso n a lly , in every community in the 
Northwest T e r r i to r ie s ,  save Grise  M o rd . I have never been to  G rise  F io rd , but every other one. 
How long have you been in the Northwest T e rr ito r ie s ?

MR. BEN LaPAGE: Only three years .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Okay, thank you ve ry  much. Are there any other questions?

MR. BEN LaPAGE: Th is trou b le -sh o ote r thanks you.

CHAIRMAN (M r. McCallum): Are there any fu rth e r comments that one would lik e  to make about housing 
in Inuvik? Oo not be shy.
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MR, MORRIS DEE: My name Is M orris  Dee. 1 own a construction company here in Inuvik  and have done
so fo r a number of ye a rs . I have- re ce n tly  formed another company In the hope o f supplying bouses 
here in Inuvik and o th e r parts of the In u v ik  region  in the very near fu tu re . Ĩ do have a number of
p r iv a te  people righ t now who have addressed my company for the purpose of b u ild in g  houses- w ith  a
question - -  what sort o f  serviced land do you have ava ilab le?  You have heard th is  many, т г ; ,  times
in your tra ve ls  in t h is  last w h ile , and unfortunately as in other places m are sort of g e ttin g
bummed out. I f  there are any serviced lo ts  ava ilab le  in inuvik - -  there was, i b e lie ve  i t  is  very 
lim ite d  i f  any right now. That is the  answer, there arc- none a va ilab le  or very lim ited  lo ts  
a v a ila b le .

So, although we want houses here In the North, we are coming against a vp ry  poor s itu a tio n  w ith
those serviced lo ts . We want to bu ild  houses, wo want to bu ild  apartment b u ild in g s , where the h e ll
are the lo ts  to  supply these housing u n its . Myself and other contractors are w i l l in g  to supply 
good houses and we cannot do i t  without any serviced lo ts .  That is  b a s ic a lly  where i t  s i t s .  Í do 
not be lieve  tha t there is  too much to add to th a t other than wnat you have heard many, many times
before , but that 1s the s itu a tio n  here in  Inuvik , and I speak on v e ry  oreat strength that, ther^ *s
a d ire  need and someone better get off th e ir  b u tt in an awful hu rry and do something before we a ll 
get bummed out in  any s itu a t io n . I guess that is  where i t  s its  r ig h t  now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Dee, if  I may, do you mind staying  there, there might bn questions
from the Members. Sam.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. M o rris , have you ever won any contracts as fa r as b u ild in g
northern rental houses go?

MR. MORRIS DEE: No I have not. A c tu a lly  Sam, I own a construction  company and 1 have re c e n tly
formed a new company and I have done major renovations around the reqions, and ! formed a new 
company about fo u r months ago fo r  the purpose o f wantinq to b u ild , what I consider good housing in 
the North. In tha t, I have b u i l t  houses in the past, but I have not b u ilt  any ye t, I am having a 
l i t t l e  b it  of a problem in obta in in g  land in order to do so.

MR. GARGAN: Okay, thank you. In your opin ion , the present housing in Inuvik for example, you must 
have seen some public houses, some rental houses, some northern renta l houses, in your opinion do 
you think that those are very structured houses, those that are ava ilab le  r iq h t now?

MR. MORRIS DEE: Are th e y  good housing? The new ones that are going up r iq h t now are I would say 
ve ry  reasonable. Houses that have gone up in the past, whether that, beinq because i t  was according 
to the cold or n o t, I would say that they are v e ry  unreasonable, in my opin ion.

MR. GARGAN: Have you done any rehabs?

MR MORRIS DEE: No, I have not done any rehabs, but I am very much well aware of them. I have had
a ll  the drawings to tender on and due to the fa c t  that I have not been able and I was not. a stronq
enough contractor at the time in order to obtain the necessary fundinq to bu ild  those, I have not 
quoted or tendered on any of those.

MR. GARGAN: Okay, my last question is ,  as fa r as the rehab houses go, do you th in k , in your
opin ion , have you seen any rehabs a c tu a lly  done?

MR. MORRIS ŨEE: I have seen lo ts  of them done.

MR. GARGAN: Do you th ink  i t  is b e tte r than what i t  was before, or do you think i t  is  worse than i f
was before?

MR. MORRIS DEE: No, I must admit, I th ink  it  is  an improvement. I f  you are rehabinq a house fo r
energy conservation means, which b a s ic a lly  is where i t  is at w ith the high p rice  of enerqy
d e f in ite ly  anything that can be done with rehabs in  the way of re in s u la t in q , e tc . ,  is  d e f in ite ly  an 
improvement. Does that answer your question?

MR. GARGAN: Yes i t  does. I ju s t  thouqht as you beinq a con tractor, I might be able to get some 
kind of a better op in ion . On the other hand too, in the communities th is  is  not what we have been 
hearing in regard to rehabs. You might be saving money, but as fa r as heat qoes you are not. 
g e ttin g  enough l ig h t  in the b u ild in g s  in most cases. There is  a lo t  of places where they have the 
sewage tanks underneath the houses and those tend to freeze up in the w inter tim e. So I was iu s t  
t r y in g  to qet a pro fessiona l o p in io n .



-  4 0 0  -

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any other questions? Perhaps I can ask you a question in  re turn  because 
we are seeking inform ation or suggestions fo r recommendations. Could you suggest to us a w*y in  
which more land or serviced lo ts  would be made ava ilab le  to entrepreneurs, such as y o u rs e lf ,  to 
p r iv a te  in d iv id u a ls?

MR. MORRIS DEE: There is  land ava ilab le  as you propably w ell know. There was serviced land
a va ila b le  over a number of years that la y  ju s t s i t t in g  which, as I understand, is  costin g  the town 
an X number of d o lla rs  in order to recover r ig h t  now. There is  s t i l l  other land adjacent to th a t, 
as I understand. I am not s p e c if ic a l ly  speaking fo r the town, Î  am going according to what I  hear 
and what I know that has been to ld  to me, tha t could be made ava ilab le  i f ,  but i t  would need 
government moneys of course in order to make th a t land se rv icea b le . But, i t  would have to be done 
e xp e d e n tia lly . Some fig u re s  that I am ju s t hearing, could be two years down the pipe i f  the 
government started r ig h t  now. There are quite  a number o f lo ts  that could be made, i f  se rviced , 
ava ilab le  to the community fo r pu tting  property on. That is  the o n ly  land tha t I  am aware o f other 
than tha t owned by p r iv a te  e n te rp rise  to be made in to  a pu b lic  type o f use.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): W e ll, I re c a ll in the e a r lie r  middle 70s, when t.he so ca lled  "boom" was
supposed to occur that the town did acquire land on a debenture, la te r fo rg iv e n , fo r serviced 
lo ts .  I t  1s my understanding that these lo ts  are now a ll picked up. But., there is  Commissioner's 
land a va ila b le  w ith in  the town, i t  does not re q u ire  a block land tra n s fe r, at the present tim e, 
w ith in  the confines or the boundaries o f the m u n ic ip a lity , there is  land. Aga in , a question , who 
should develop the lo ts ,  the m u n ic ip a lity  or another government le ve l?

MR. MORRIS DEE: I b e lie ve  that you are asking something that is  r e a l ly  out of my ju r is d ic t io n .  I
fee l th a t, maybe that representation should have been made here by the m u n ic ip a lity  to answer that 
question . I  am s o rry , I  cannot answer tha t question.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): But you are a taxpayer.

MR. MORRIS OEE: That is  co rre c t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Obviously then you have some concern about whether or not the local
m u n ic ip a lity  should develop these lo ts  fo r  sale.

MR. MORRIS DEE: P u ttin g  i t  that way, I b e lie ve  that perhaps the m u n ic ip a lity  in some way should
become stronger in mind to develop those lo ts  as opposed to any other ju r is d ic t io n .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): We did ta lk  to a representa tive  of the local municipal council about that
p a rt ic u la r  conceot; th a t is ,  the concept of making sure there is  more serviced lo ts  ava ilab le  fo r 
i t .

MR. MORRIS DEE: R igh t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): They indicated a p a rt ic u la r  means by which they think i t  should occur. I
do not think i t  is  necessary to get in to  a dialoque on the method.

MR. MORRIS DEE: I do not think so e ith e r .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): But there is no question that i f  there is  a demand fo r service  lo ts  the
land is  Commissioner’ s land now in town. The lo ts  or the land could be subdivided or w h ateve r...

MR. MORRIS DEE: And developed.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): ...an d  then sold by the m u n ic ip a lity  or whatever as i t  has gone in the
past.

MR. MORRIS DEE: That is  c o rrec t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Could I ask you, i f  you were to acquire such land or in d iv id u a ls  were to
acquire such land, what s ize  of lo t  would you recommend?

MR. MORRIS DEE: Oh, I b e lie ve , as the standard is  r ig h t  now, i t  is  reasonable. I th ink probably a
60 or a 65 by 100 would be adequate fo r most housing.



MR. MORRIS DEE: Would I a s . . .

C H A I R M A N  ( M r .  M c C a l l u m ) :  N o .  W o u l d  y o u  s u g g e s t  a p r i c e  f o r  w h i c h  t h a t  l a n d  s h o u l d  no?

MR.MORRIS DEE: Yes, I c e r ta in ly  would. As 1t stands r ig h t  now ...

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCollum): Serviced.

MR. MORRIS DEE: Okay, As i t  stands right, now, backtracking a l i t t l e  b i t ,  I  b e lie ve  the lo ts  that 
were a va ilab le  by town was 1n the region o f  $30,000 p lu s. I  pe rso na lly  th ink that is  darn 
r id ic u lo u s . I  b e lie ve  that i f  that land was to  go somewhere in  the region o f $18,000 to  $20,000 i t  
would be more to a standard that we should a ll be paying. I f  you are expecting anyone r ig h t  now to  
pay $30,000 fo r  a lo t ,  I th in k  m yse lf, other than i f  they have lo ts  of money iri hand, as an average 
in d iv id u a l - -  and I  c e r ta in ly  have not got that money - -  i t  would be r id ic u lo u s  to  pay th a t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Thank you very much.

MR. MORRIS OEE: Okay. You are welcome.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there fu rth e r questions? I am s o rry . I f  you do not mind, Mr. Dee.

MR. MORRIS DEE: Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Pederson.

MR. PEDERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would ju s t l ik e  to c la r i f y  something fo r the record, as 
we know i t  is  being recorded. A serviced lo t  in Inuv ik  - -  in  other communities, the smaller sized 
communities which outnumber In u v ik -s ize d  communities by a lo t ,  a serviced lo t  is  considered a lo t  
tha t has road access to i t  and a b it  of gravel on i t .

MR. MORRIS DEE: Yes.

MR. PEDERSON: When you ta lk  of a serviced lo t  here, are you ta lk in g  about a lo t  w ith u t i l id o r
services and so fo rth ?

MR. MORRIS DEE: Ĩ am ta lk in g  about a lo t  with u t i l id o r  se rv ices , c o rre c t.

MR. PEDERSON: Thank you. Just to get that on the record .

MR. MORRIS DEE: Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any fu rth e r questions of Mr. Dee. Thank you very k in d ly , s i r .  
We appreciate i t .

MR. MORRIS DEE: You are welcome.

MR. JOHN RAYMOND: My name is  John Raymond. My concern is  ju s t w ith the way I have been dealt w ith
re ce n tly  by housing and I fe e l I was dealt w ith u n fa ir ly .  I got turfed  out a week aqo fo r d rin k in g  
in there. W e ll, since the place was b u ilt  there has always been a ce rta in  amount of d rink in o  in 
there and I also have white neighbours down at the end of the h a ll - -  they are allowed to d rin k . 
Why tu r f  me out fo r  it?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Excuse me, Mr. Raymond. You are l iv in g  in the senior c it iz e n s '?

MR. JOHN RAYMOND: I was.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You were, that is what I meant.

MR. JOHN RAYMOND: Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Yes, you were.

MR. JOHN RAYMOND: Yes. Yes, fo r seven months.

C H A I R M A N  ( M r .  M c C a l l u m ) :  W o u ld  y o u  o f f e r  a p r i c e  f o r  t h a t  l a n d ?



MR. JOHN RAYMOND: Yes. I have tra v e lle d  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  I 'v e  been to  d iffe re n t  settlements and I
nave seen how senior c it iz e n s  homes are run, i t  1s nothing compared to here. You are d icta ted  to  
here. You get ta ise  accusations. Anyone o f you can go over there and ask the re s t o f the tenants 
i f  I ever bothered them on account of my d r in k in g . Everyone w i l l  t e l l  you no, but that was w r itte n  
on my e v ic t io n  papers that I  bothered the other tenants and that Is a fa lse  accusation. Maybe 1t 
is  because I argued back. I  was accused e a r l ie r  in the f a l l  fo r  the same th in g . Someone had 
camped w ith me and they brought whiskey and they said we pa rtied  a l l  n ig h t. No such th ing  
happened. The person s lep t there and the next morning took the booze and le f t .  That was the f i r s t  
fa ls e  accusation. The second time 1t was the same th in g . L ike I sa id , I have been around. There 
are people 1n there that have no business in the re . They are not senior c it iz e n s . To me i t  looks 
lik e  i t  Is  a rooming house. Our caretaker does not know how to  communicate w ith  any o f the old 
people th e re . . .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Do you mind me asking you, s i r ,  you said d ic ta te d , d ictated  by the loca l 
asso cia tion , is  that what you are saying?

MR, JOHN RAYMOND: Yes. They t e l l  you i f  you repeat th is  you w i l l  De turfed  out and we do not care 
where you go.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anything fu rth e r you would lik e  to add, s ir?  Any Questions from the
committee? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mr. Raymond, you said the caretaker does not communicate w ith anyone at a l l ,  who Is 
your caretaker? *

MR. JOHN RAYMOND: Peter Sage, he runs a business out o f there a lso . He is  ca te rin g .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Are there fu rth e r questions of Mr. Raymond? Mr. Garqan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. John, w ith  the communication problem, I do understand your
s itu a tio n . We do have a senior c it iz e n s  home in my community and the lack of communication between 
che people that are supposed to be taking care o f the senior people and supervisors or whatever you 
want to c a ll them, has been la ck in g . There are inc idents that happened in Fort Providence that I 
do not want to mention but I do understand what you are ta lk in g  about.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anything fu rth e r .

MR. JOHN RAYMOND: For instance la s t f a l l  there was an o ld lady who was very i l l  and she knocked on
u ??°Г * don * ^now ^0W ôn9 dfrá nev6r answered. Somebody e lse  had to take her to theh o s p ita l.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Raymond, is  the caretaker a custodia l man, that is  does he look a fte r 
the b u ild in g  but is not hired to do anything e lse  but look a fter the b u ild in g .

MR. JOHN RAYMOND: Yes, he looks a fte r the b u ild in g . I r e a l ly  do not know what his p o s it io n  is .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much, Mr. Raymond. We w i l l  note your concerns. Is  there
anyone else w ith  concerns?

MS MARGARET COCKNEY: My name is  Margaret Cockney and I work fo r the housinq association here in
In u v lk . What I have found is  that the young fa m ilie s  or young s in g le  people that want to s ta rt 
out, cannot s ta rt  out because there is  no housing fo r them. That is  a l l  I  wanted to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What do you think should occur?

MS MARGARET COCKNEY: Build more houses. Not b ig  houses but maybe two or three bedroom places
where they can s ta r t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What would be your reaction  to b u ild in g  fo r  newly married couples without 
ch ild ren  such as bachelor u n its , which I understand are coming in th is  year?

C H A I R M A N  ( M r .  M c C a l l u m ) :  Y o u  w o r e  e v i c t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  d r i n k i n g .
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MS MARGARET COCKNEY: That would be good fo r  the young people that want to get away from home, but
young fa m ille s  that want to have c h ild re n , they c a n 't because a lo t  of them stay at home w ith  th e ir  
parents or they laave from here to  the re .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): The extended fa m ily  concept, that is the idea of younger people when they 
m arry, s taying w ith  e ith e r o f the parents. You do not th ink that is a guua idea?

MS MARGARET COCKNEY: No, I d o n 't th ink that is  a good idea. L ike i f  you get married and want to
s ta r t  a fa m ily , you do n 't want to stay at home. You want to s ta rt  on .you own.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I understand that th is  ye a r, the Housing Corporation is  b u ild in q  or going
to b u ild  sorø bachelor apartments. I f  they were here, do you th ink that young married people w i l l
be able to get to them or would there s t i l l  be a d i f f ic u lt y ?

MS MARGARET COCKNEY: I  th ink  i t  w i l l  be a d i f f i c u l t y .  I th ink i t  is  ju s t  fo r bachelors, ju s t  fo r
s in g le  people.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): So you would lik e  to see the b u ild in g  o f more pu b lic  housing of one and
two bedroom homes.

MS MARGARET COCKNEY: Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there comments or questions? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. M argaret, in  a lo t  of the communities that we went to the
communities have ind icated  that they would l ik e  to do away with the pu b lic  housing concept and go 
in to  more home-ownership program. Would you be encouraged to get in to  that type of a program 
ra ther than a pu b lic  house?

MS MARGARET COCKNEY: I th ink a lo t  of the people that are ju s t s ta rt in g  out and I am ta lk in g  about
couples that want to s ta rt  fa m ilie s , the home-ownership I guess is  a good idea but a lo t  of them do 
not understand a lo t  of th ings about i t .  They are use to ren tin g  and not paying 100 per cent 
u t i l i t i e s .  I  d o n 't know i f  I answered your question .

MR. GARGAN: I r e a liz e  that in most communities i t  is  based on need and i t  is  also based on the
fa m ily  s ize  and that and maybe i f  you are w a itin g  fo r a house to s ta rt a fa m ily , y o u 'l l  never qet 
your fa m ily . Maybe you should s ta rt making your fa m ily  f i r s t  then look fo r a house afterw ards.

— Laughter

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I ju s t  have one question o f Margaret. You said people do
not r e a l ly  understand home-ownership. Have you ever approached any housing associations fo r 
inform ation that might be ava ilab le  on home-ownership?

MS MARGARET COCKNEY: We have one person working fo r  us, that did th a t, but no, I have never
approached them or asked them about tha t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, McCallum): Any fu rth e r questions? Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you. Not a question , I would ju s t  l ik e  to qet something on the record . I
th ink that Ms Cockney is  probably qu ite  r iq h t when she says the young people are not r e a l ly  the 
ones that s ta rt th ink in g  about home-ownership. A house over your head seems to be the most 
c r i t ic a l  th ing and home-ownership is maybe, at the moment, a l i t t l e  so ph istica ted .

We have been given a l i s t  o f housing associa tion  administered dw ellings in Inuvik  and breaking that 
l i s t  down shews quite  c le a r ly  that there is  a shortage in the one and two bedroom. For instance, 
there are o n ly  12 one bedroom and 22 two bedroom un its  a va ilab le  in Inuvik whereas there are 58 
bachelor un its and 68 three bedroom un its  plus 31 fo u rs . So, there does seem to be a shortage in  
the s ize  range that Ms Cockney is  re fe rr in q  to .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any fu rth e r comments? Thank you very  much, Margaret.



MR. BARRY FRENCH: My name 1s B arry French and I ju s t  moved up here in  the la s t three months and 
what the lady has said 1s very tru e . I am married and we are expecting a c h ild  In November and 
what I  am very worried about 1s whether I w i l l  be able to  put a roo f over I t s  head. As to buying a 
house, I do not want to put m yself 1n debt because there 1s no way you can guarantee that you are 
going to have a job fo r that long. Once you d e fau lt on a debt you are going t.n bo 1n real trn n h ie .

Another th in g  too , is  the po int system I th ink  is  f a i r l y  wrong because you cannot claim  fo r  your 
w ife  w h ile  she is  out of the NWT and ye t you need that house before you bring your w ife  to 1 t. 
Because you know, you do not want to b ring that so rt of pressure to bear on someone that is  
expecting.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What would you suggest, Mr. French7

MR. BARRY FRENCH: What can I suggest? You would be the bette r person to say th a t. A l l  I  r e a l ly
want is  a ro o f.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You came in to  the T e r r ito r ie s  to  pursue a job?

MR. BARRY FRENCH: Yes. My fa m ily  is  o r ig in a l ly  from here but I have never live d  here before but I
do have a lo t  of re la t io n s  here.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): And your problem is  that there is  no renta l accommodation on a p r iv a te
market that you could apply to?

MR. BARRY FRENCH: B a s ic a lly  that is  i t .  Even p riva te  - -  that government housing is  another thing 
that should not be locked out. There are so many rooms a va ila b le , even i f  you could get tha t for a 
temporary th ing fo r a couple of months u n t il you could get something e lse . Otherwise you have to 
pay a hotel and that costs a lo t  of bucks. R ight now I am stay in g  at an un cle 's  place and you 
cannot have two fa m ilie s  under one ro o f. I t  makes fo r a lo t  of tension.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Oo you mind me asking you fo r whom you work?

MR. BARRY FRENCH: I work fo r  Marine A ir  Cargo.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is that a p r iv a te  company?

MR. BARRY FRENCH: Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there questions of Mr. French? The po int system is  wrong you suggest
Mr. French, because i t  does not take in to  consideration  - -  or they tre a t you as a s in g le  person, 1s 
that correct?

MR. BARRY FRENCH: Yes, that is c o rre c t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): How would you correct that?

MR. BARRY FRENCH: W e ll, the o n ly  th ing  I would do is  say that i f  you are married and you can prove
that you are married «nd that you can prove a ll of the other th in gs , that you have c re d it 
worthiness, that you have - -  le t  us say that your w ife  is  t a c t in g ,  tha t helps fo r  your health
points and a ll of that so rt of th in g . I f  you could do th a t, v e r i f y  i t  and brinq i t  before them,
even before she has moved here, that would help an awful lo t ,  I took out a loan fo r the on ly 
purpose of esta b lish in g  a c re d it ra t in g  and that does not seem r ig h t  to me, because I do not lik e  
going in to  debt.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): W e ll, you are o bv iou sly  aware tha t there is ,  here I would expect as there
is  in any community in the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s ,  a shortage of housing fo r  people who have been 
resident in a community fo r some period of time. I t  does become very d i f f i c u l t  in  the a llo c a tio n  
of pub lic  housing by an association to a llocate  houses to people who are here fo r  a r e la t iv e ly  
short period of time. I am not suggesting that that is r ig h t  or wrong e ith e r  way, but i t  becomes a 
very d i f f i c u l t  s itu a tio n  fo r the loca l housing associa tion .

MR. BARRY FRENCH: Oh yes, I f u l l y  understand th a t. But, I ju s t think that there should be more
funding or something or at least some tempory th ing  set up, even i f  i t  was ju s t fo r the summer,
because that is when you are going to get more people coming in . I t  should not be too hard to
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arrange something, because a lo t  o f people are going on ho lidays and I am sure that something can 
be worked out. Even I f  you have a place fo r two or three weeks at a s tre tch , or even I f  the empty 
government b u ild in gs were unlocked fo r  that tim e. I  ju s t  thought that I would lik e  to strengthen 
the opinion before hand, that Is  a l l .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, we appreciate th a t.

MR. GERRY PETRIN: My name is  Gerry P é tr in . I think that we have a problem here In town re la ted  to  
th r. Inuv ik  Housing A sso c ia tio n . I th ink that i t  is  u n fa ir to the people that are t ry in q  to get 
housing and that are t r y in g  to get ahead, that are forced to have 25  per cent of th e ir  earnings 
from th e ir  wages applied to th e ir  re n t.

The way that i t  works is that i f  you have wage earners l iv in q  in your home, other than your fa m ily , 
they go on the to ta l wage earning in that house and then apply that toward th e ir  f ig u re  o f what 
your rent should be. So, 1n order to beat that system, you p re tty  w ell have to f i l l  your house or 
whatever to get ahead. They have a maximum rent o f $1380 fo r a four bedroom m u lt lb u ilt  home. So, 
In  order to get ahead, there is  a lo t of people that want to get ahead, you have to have more than 
three or four wage earners to save any money otherw ise i t  is  a lo t  of money to be payinq rent on.

Why do they not ju s t  s t ic k  w ith  a certa in  rent fo r a certa in  s ize  of a house for everybody. The 
Inuvik  Housing A sso cia tion  is  supposed to be fo r the people of In u v ik , and i f  i t  is  up to an 
in d iv id u a l on how he wants to get ahead, save money or s p l it  the money between three or four 
people, they should not base th e ir  re n t, some p rice  of the house, on how many people are b rin g in g  
income in to  the house and come up w ith a f ig u re  that way. I think that there should be a c e rta in  
ren t that you can pay fo r  a certa in  s ize  of accommodation. I ju s t  th ink that i t  is  u n fa ir . I do 
not know i f  i t  f a l ls  in d ire c t re la tio n sh ip  to what you people are here fo r ,  but I think i t  is  
worth me bring ing  i t  up.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I t  c e r ta in ly  does. 1 th in k  that that is  one of the things that we have 
heard from every community, and we undoubtly w i l l  hear from every community that we w i l l  v i s i t ,  is  
th is  whole system of the ren ta l scale. Whether i t  should be based on the to ta l gross Income o f a ll 
tenants or whether i t  should be based on the b u ild in g  or the house i t s e l f ,  dependent upon the 
square footage of the b u ild in g , i t s  age, i t s  con d itio n  and dependent upon where that b u ild in q  is ,  
in what part of the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s ,  C e r ta in ly  i t  costs more money to l iv e  in Inuvik than i t  
does to l iv e  in Fort Smith. I t  costs more money to l iv e  in Resolute Bay than i t  dops in 
Ye llow kn ife .

So, i t  is  c e r ta in ly  w ith in  the parameters of which we are ta lk in g  about. 1 guess, what you are 
saying , is  that i t  should be based on those th inq s. That is ,  the c o n d itio n , the age, the square 
footage, ana how many rooms of the house, ra ther than on the number of tenants that one has.

MR. GERRY PETRIN: R igh t. I would say probably not so much the NWT or the federal government
should be concerned about that law, I th ink they should be, but more so than anythinq e lse the
loca l council of the town should be applying th e ir  ren t, I th in k , more in the d ire c t io n  of 
s u b s id in g  the local people here. I f  people want to  qet ahead, in th e ir  own way, they should bp 
e n tit le d  to . I t  is  a hard th ing  to t r y  and beat the cost of l iv in g  in the North as i t  is ,  but i f
we are a i l  going to be treated in a manner you know, i f  you have a whole p i le  of waae earners in
a house, that they base the rent on th a t. I think i t  is  in te r fe r in g  in the ways that people l iv e .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I think that people may be under the wrong impression as to how th is
ГиП i l  sca e 1S arrived  a t. I do not think that you should lav the blame fo r rental scales on the 
shoulders or at the doorstep of the local housing associa tion . I t  is  not the loca l housinq 
association who sets up the renta l scale. H

In pub lic  housing, because pub lic  housing in the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  is  a combined e f fo r t ,  that 
is the supply of them, the financing is  a two prong a f fa ir  between the federal government, throuqh 
i s crown corpora tion , CMHC, and the t e r r i t o r ia l  government through i t s  corpora tion , the Housinq 
Corporation. They determine the scale fo r re n ta l. I do not th in k 'th a t  i t  is  d if fe re n t here than 
l would be in other parts of Canada. The problem is  that i t  is more avert here, i t  is  more open, 
because that is  the only housing that is  around.



So, I do not want to be under the Impression that i t  is  the local housing associa tion  who Is  
se tt in g  the scales fo r  re n t, i t  is  not. I th ink that people w ith in  the loca l housing associa tion  
could exp la in  i t  b e tte r than I as to how i t  is  a rrived  a t . But, c e r ta in ly ,  I th in k  the concept o f 
how the rent is  assessed is  something th a t we are very  much concerned about, because we hear i t  a l l  
the time. I t  is  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  fo r people to a rr iv e  at th is  economic re n t, unless they take in 
mere people, extend the fa m ily , and then of course get charged these people as I t  ^ i e ,  and they 
share in the rent o r; that you do not work and you have socia l assistance to help you. I  th ink 
that i t  is  in e q u ita b le .

There may be questions from other Members. I would suggest to you, 1f you have have a concern —  I 
appreciate the suggestion you made to us - -  but 1f you have some concern as to  how the rent 1s 
a rrived  a t, I am sure that there are people from the lo ca l housing association who could expla in  
that to you.

MR. GEP.RY PETRIN: Okay, 1 would lik e  to apologize to the housing associa tion  fo r  perhaps of
con victin g  them of doing that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): No, I ju s t wanted to set i t  s t ra ig h t .  Are there questions o f Gerry?
Sam.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. G e rry , are you a tenant you rse lf?

MR. GERRY PETRIN: Yes I am.

MR. GARGAN: Okay. Do you th in k , in your o p in io n , that the person who signs the agreement w ith  the 
housing association to rent a p a rt ic u la r  house, do you th ink that the rent should be based on h is  
income o n ly , even though there are other people working in there , the w ife , son or daughter. Do 
you think that i t  should only be based on the head of the household?

MR. GERRY PETRIN: C e rta in ly . I think that the person who siqns the lease should be the one
responsib le fo r the assessed income fo r  that house. The other th ing that I wanted to mention was 
the fa ct that i f  you have fa m ily  members l iv in g  in those un its and you have s ix  fa m ily  members that 
are b ring ing  in Income - -  I am so rry , maybe I do not understand the whole th in g , i t  was explained 
to me today at the housing association in  Inuvik - -  the rent does not go up, i t  goes up $18 per 
person, i f  I understand i t  c o r re c t ly ,  i f  they are fa m ily  members. I f  they are not fa m ily  members 
- -  I cannot remember how they a rriv e  at that f i r s t  f ig u re ,  but i t  is  $18 for every extra  person 
that is  b ring ing  income i f  you are a fa m ily  member. I f  you are not a fa m ily  member, then i t  is  
approxim ately 25 per cent of th e ir  income. I know that that is  not t o t a l ly  co rrect e ith e r ,  those 
percentages. I t  was explained to me, but I fo rge t how everyth ing works, but i t  is  a real high 
amount of money.

MR. GARGAN: Okay. My other guestion, again going on to the rent scale. Do you think that the
rent should be based on the gross income o f the in d iv id u a l or the net income of the in d iv id u a l?

MR. GERRY PETRIN: I would lik e  to say the net, but r e a l is t ic a l l y  speaking, In most cases anyways
of wage earners on an average type of person, when you look at the rent that they pay throughout 
Canada, I th ink  that in a lo t of cases, they are paying 25 per cent of th e ir  gross income anyway. 
So, I think that i t  is  probably fa ir  that way. I t  would be nice to say net, but r e a l is t ic a l l y  
speaking I tn ink that gross would be a good considera tion .

MR. GARGAN: W e ll, th is  is what some of the communities are saying too. The other th ing that I
wanted to mention is  with regard to the economic scale. The other th ing  tha t they have not 
mentioned as fa r as the rent scale goes, is  the p ro ve rty  lin e  of the people in the housing. Also 
they do not have a comparison of s ta t is t ic s  across Canada on p ro ve rty  lin e s . Depending on the s ize  
o f the fa m ily , fo r example a person that has s ix  in the fa m ily , the p ro ve rty  lin e  is  around $20,575 
per year fo r th is  in d iv id u a l. I f  they are going to use the economy sca le, do you think tha t they 
should also be considering the p ro ve rty  l in e  o f a community, fo r example?

MR. GERRY PETRIN: Yes, d e f in ite ly .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Mr. Gargan. I know Mrs. Dee, that you want to exp la in  the
renta l system. I think that what has to be sa id , is  that the rental scale is based on the gross 
income excluding ce rta in  income that would come in ,  fo r  example senior c it iz e n s . I t  depends upon
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the zone, that 1s a socia l assistance zone. The NWT Is  d iv ided  in to  s ix  d iffe re n t  zones, d if fe re n t  
communities are in d if fe re n t  zones, depending upon the a c c e s s a b ility  by road, or by how you get 
m ateria ls  in . I t  is based on the gross income of the head o f the house. I f  the spouse works, i f  
there are ch ild ren  in the house who work, or other people, there is  a deduction taken and i t  
depends upon the s ize  o f the fa m ily . I t  is  f a i r l y  com plicated.

The inéquitab le  part o f it. a l l  1*-. th,-.; repe rd !ess o f A e th e r  l iv e  i r  whut ws ï northern
renta l or pu b lic  housing, the assessment is J the same. So the cond ition  of the un it is  not taken 
in to  con sidera tion . So, i t  is  a f a i r l y  complicated process, i t  is not complicated I  guess, once
you are conversed in i t ,  but 1t is  complicated. I guess our concern is  that given that there are
d iffe ren ces in the cost o f l i v in g ,  what one would t r y  and do in promoting home-ownership, that we 
would lik e  to make i t  more equ itab le .

One of the suggestions that we w i l l  be looking at is  e xa c tly  the one that you gave us. So we
appreciate the comments and the suggestions that you made. I t  may take a couple of turns around 
the track to get the whole complicated process of the assessment o f rent in ones mind. I know 
Mrs. Dee that you wanted to exp la in  i t ,  but I th ink  what I have covered is b a s ic a lly  the kind of 
s itu a tio n  that occurs. Thank you very much Gerry. No other questions of Mr. P é tr in . Thank you 
v e ry  much.

MS CEC McCAULEY: My name is Cec McCauley, I ju s t  wanted to ask you, the ru les for the p o lic y  o f
the GNWT housing meet in the T e r r ito r ie s  or do you go by the national housing p o lic ie s?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): In re la t io n  to what?

MS CEC McCAULEY: In re la t io n  to the ru le s . Maybe d iffe re n t  provinces have d iffe re n t ru les  fo r
each province, or do we have special ru les  fo r the T e r r i to r ie s ,  or do we ju s t use a ll the same 
ru les  that are made across Canada i f  you are in housing? Because there is  GNWT housinq here, and 
then there is  CM! 1C that is  federal?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): W e ll, CMHC is a national body that predominantly loans money to agencies
in  the provinces or the t e r r i t o r ie s .  At the present tim e, the o n ly  avenue that the Northwest 
T e r r ito r ie s  has to acauire cap ita l and/or maintenance funds, is  to borrow that money. For the 
t e r r i t o r ia l  government to borrow that money fo r a period of years at a national set in te re s t ra te . 
The only way that the t e r r i t o r ia l  government can get that money is through CMHC, The same way as 
co-ops, in d iv id u a ls  or other agencies in other provinces can acquire money, other than qettin q  the 
money themselves.

Now, we are unique in the T e r r ito r ie s  in that the T e r r ito r ie s  does not generate very much money 
because you have taxes b a s ic a lly .  You can ra ise  the taxes on c iga re tte s  or booze, we can tax 
Improvements on land in the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s ,  but in the provinces, they own th e ir  resources, 
so therefore  they can generate more money. In the T e r r ito r ie s  we generate about 20 to  25 per cent 
o f the to ta l amount of money that i t  cost to run the government in the North. In the provinces i t  
flu ctu a tes between 30, in the case o f, say PE I, or 35 in the smaller provinces. A l l  I am sayinq, 
is  that in doing th a t, before I can answer the question , you have to understand how the T e r r i t o r ia l  
Government gets i t s  money. So, where the CMHC is in vo lved , CMHC lays down certa in  ru le s , p o lic ie s  
and procedures, where the t e r r i t o r ia l  government invests i t s  money through the Housing C o rpo ra tio n , 
sets its  own p o lic ie s , but you can not sim ply say th a t ,  "Yes, we do the same th ing as they do a ll  
across Canada, or we have our own unique ones." I t  is  not that sim ply of an answer. The question 
is complex.

MS CEC McCAULEY: But, can the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  housing make the ru les fo r the T e r r ito r ie s
themselves, I f  they see that some ru les  do not work, can they change them?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Not i f  CMHC is  supplying the money. Because, i f  CMHC supplies the money
they set the ru le s . I w i l l  g ive you a p la s t ic  example in re la tio n  to housing. The Northwest 
T e r r ito r ie s  can s e ll northern re n ta ls , i t  cannot s e ll pub lic  housing. The old northern re n ta ls , 
the t e r r i t o r ia l  government, through i t s  agencies, the corpo ra tio n , can s e ll those u n its , i t  cannot 
s e ll public  housing as we know i t ,  and there is  a d iffe ren ce  between the two kinds of u n its , 
because the federal government puts anywhere from 75 to  90 per cent of the money in i t .  So, the 
t e r r i t o r ia l  government can make i t s  ru les fo r i t s  own money but i t  cannot make the ru les  fo r  the 
federal money.

MS CEC McCAULEY: So e ven tu a lly  i f  the government is  ta lk in g  about s e ll in g  th e ir  re n ta ls , is  that
coming soon?
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): There is  a p o lic y  1n existance now 1n th is  repion and 1n other regions , 
where you can buy northern renta l homes. In fa c t ,  i t  seems to me, that most 1f not a ll o f the o ld  
northern re n ta ls  are sold in th is  town and in other towns. B ut, they cannot s e ll pu b lic  housing 
because the federal government, inasmuch as i t  loaned the t e r r i t o r ia l  government the money, they 
want th e ir  money back. They want i t  paid over 25 or 30 years at whatever the going In te re s t ra te  
Is at the present time, which Ĩ guess no1.-.1 is  about 15 and thrcc-quai" i-ci .■> |j c i  Ceil b.

MS CEC McCAULEY: Okay, there is  something e lse  that I would lik e  to ta lk  about. I  know tha t B e tty  
Dee has a tough jo b , and I would not want to have her jo b , b u t, I th in k  that there Is a lo t of 
communication w ith  the people and the o f f ic e .  E s p e c ia lly  when I was the c h ie f, I  heard so many 
com plaints and i t  is  unbelieveable, not ju s t  on the complaints of how they are tre a te d , but also 
the lack of housing.

What I want to ask and maybe B etty can answer th is ,  is  I know that a lo t  of our people have been 
thrown out of th e ir  houses fo r not paying re n t, and I know that a lo t  of our people e s p e c ia lly  the 
ones that abuse the houses, drink and they do not have the money to go and rent a truck to take 
th e ir  belongings and move them. I have seen i t  myself where the people were to ld  to move th e ir  
s tu f f  and i f  they did not, a ll th e ir  fu rn itu re  and belonginas were thrown outside . I  have seen i t  
m yself and I have heard a lo t  of people say that that has happened to them too.

What I want to know is ,  w ith  a ll the warehouses that the government has in town here - -  I mean 
there is  human decency and we have to tre a t our fe llo w  men b ette r than th a t. I th ink that housing 
should have the decency or be kind enough to get a truck and move these people 's belongings and 
have a place where they can store i t  fo r  maybe s ix  months, and then i f  they do not pick i t  up, then 
s e ll i t  or throw i t  in the garbage. But, I do not th ing that that is  very f a i r .  I know that a lo t  
of our people are here and we a ll know that a lo t  of our people drink and they abuse the houses, 
but also a lo t  o f people that have housing are very  good people.

A fr ie n d  o f mine by the name of Jane B rie re  was thrown out of her house or to ld  she had to  move. 
Since then she has moved to Whitehorse and she is  a very sick lady and she is one of them. She 
came to see me and I had a good ta lk  w ith  her and I to ld  her that people take advantage o f some of 
our people that have housing. They are not strong enough to t e l l  th e ir  fr ie n d s , "Now do not break 
my door or do not break my window or do not b ring  your liq u o r h e re ." She was a v ic t im , and the sad 
part o f i t  was that she was forced to move and she did move to Whitehorse. There are a lo t  o f 
people l ik e  th a t.

A ls o , I  know th is  one person who was on the t ra p lin e , Jimmy H arrison, and they turned o ff h is  power 
because he did not pay his power b i l l  because he was in the bush and a ll of his meat went ro tte n . 
I ju s t  do not think that there is  any communication between the two o f f ic e s .  I th ink  that the 
Inuvik  Dene Band should be a liason between the Housing Corporation and the people and that COPE 
should do the same fo r the In u it  people. There is  a lack of communications there and we have to 
s ta r t  communicating together to s e tt le  some of these disputes, because there is  nobody to ta lk  to 
the people, and I do not care what you people say, our people are too shy to qo and speak fo r 
themselves. So, a ll we get are the com plaints.

Another th ing  that is  a big complaint is  when there are too many people in  a house, two or three 
fa m ilie s , they get charged toe much. A lo t  of times our people do not want to b ring  in  th e ir  
re la t iv e s ,  but what can they do. There is  no housing and a lo t  of our people take in th e ir  own 
r e la t iv e s ,  young married people or fr ie n d s , because there is  nowhere else fo r  them to stay and then 
they get charged fo r having another fa m ily  in . R ea lly  they do not have the room, and ye t they are 
penalized fo r  th a t, and I th ink that i f  anybody is  kind enough to  bring another fa m ily  in  because 
they have no place to stay, they should not be penalized fo r  b rin g in g  in somebody e lse ,

Another th in g , l ik e  1 sa id , there should be an o f f ic e .  Also you were askinq th is  one g i r l  i f  she 
applied fo r housing. I know that you have housing o ff ic e s  here over the drugsto re, but i t  is  a 
known fa ct that our people w i l l  not go there . So, I th ink that there should be an outreach from 
each housing corporation in to  the band and in to  the COPE o f f ic e ,  where our people can feel free  to 
come and ask us questions and we w i l l  have a ll of the answers and app lica tions fo r  them to  f i l l  
o u t. I  have never been involved with housing m yse lf, but I am t r y in g  to buy a house th is  ye a r, and 
so I w i l l  fin d  out e xa c tly  what i t  is  a ll about.

About empty apartments, and the government houses, about every department having th e ir  own houses, 
r ig h t  from NCPC to t e r r i t o r ia l  to fe d e ra l, they a ll have th e ir  own a llo ted  houses. A lo t  o f them 
s i t  empty, and I know fo r sure that those b ig  apartments, the red s in g le  s ta ff  and the ye llo w
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apartment are s i t t in g  h a lf  empty year around, but they are a llocated  to d iffe re n t  departments. Why 
could you not suggest, i t  is  probably impossible because i t  is  government p o lic y ,  that a ll housing 
fo r  federal and t e r r i t o r ia l  government to go under one o f f ic e  and be administered by one 
se c re ta ria t or whatever? Then, i f  there are too Many houses s it t in g  empty, they could be rented 
out month by month to the o rd in a ry  people who are looking fo r  housing. Because, le ts  face i t ,  we
have a lo t of young people who are coming up who are married or l iv in g  together and have to s ta y
home or have to move in w ith fr ie n d s  and they are ju s t  wandering around w ith  no housing. You can 
b u ild  1G0 apai■LmciiLs here and f i l l  liiwn up tomorrow. Another th ing is  i wouid lik e  B etty  Dee to
exp la in  what is  the scale? I am new to housing, so I would lik e  to know th a t. That is  a l l  I
wanted to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Before we get in to  the guestions, i f  you want to ta lk  to the loca l
asso c ia tion , I th in k  that there would be ample time fo r you to do th a t, ra ther than here to n ig h t. 
I am sure that the loca l association would be more than open to discuss s itu a tio n s  that are there .

MS CEC McCAULEY: But i f  we made suggestions, would they give i t  to you. I mean you are here to
take suggestions from us.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Yes, we are here to take suggestions, but i f  you want B etty to exp la in
something, then I think that you should ta lk  to the local association or to Mrs. Dee at that tim e. 
I  th ink that you have ra ised other po ints that there w i l l  be questions on.

MS CEC McCAULEY: Another th ing  about the lo ts .  Maybe you can do something about the lo ts .  Mr.
Dee said that the lo ts  were around $35,000. 1 would not g ive you two cents fo r a lo t  here, a piece
o f muskeg.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): B ette r t e l l  that to the loca l town c o u n c il.

MS CEC McCAULEY: No, but i t  is  r id ic u lo u s . When the government b u i l t  In u v ik , they were s e ll in g
lo ts  here fo r  $200. We thought that that was too much, and then they went to  $500 and then a ll of 
a sudden an assessor came from Y e llo w k n ife , and overn ight they went to $6000. So, a bunch of us 
dum people who did not know, did not buy a bunch of lo ts .  But, people that were in housing, I know 
a lo t  o f people in government who bought houses, who knew what was coming. I mean, you expect us 
to buy a lo t ,  a raw piece of land, or ju s t a piece of muskeg fo r  $15,000 or something. By the time 
you put the gravel in and a ll the rest of i t ,  the f i r s t  board that you put on to bu ild  the house, 
i t  is  already up to  $30,000 or $35,000. Now who can afford  th a t. I th ink that the lo ts should be 
lower than th a t, and i f  the town needs su b s id is in g , you should make suggestions on tha t. The lo ts  
are too darn h igh . E s p e c ia lly  up here, i t  is  not lik e  up the r iv e r  where you do not have
perm afrost. I am te l l in g  you, up here we r e a l ly  have the worst of eve ryth ing .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do not go away, s i t  down the re . You have been g iv in q  us shots, you are
going to take some back. One of the f i r s t  things that you ta lked about was the business about the
in d iv id u a l being removed from th e ir  homes. The question was asked by Mrs. Lawrence of the housing 
association today. Maybe Mrs. Lawrence could expla in  back to you what occurred. You asked the 
question of Mrs. Dee about somebody, about th e ir  personal belongings. You were given a re p ly  by 
the associa tion , maybe you would lik e  to send i t  hack.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mr. Chairman, I would rather someone from the association come up and repeat th a t,
ra ther than me repeating i t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Well i t  was a qood t r y ,  but i t  did not work. But, from wtiat I
understand, i t  was explained to us today because the question was asked d ir e c t ly  of that as w e ll.  
Another s itu a tio n  that we talked about was the sh utting  o ff  o f  power. I do not know who shuts o f f  
the power, whether i t  is  the loca l housing association or whether i t  is  NCPC. I would expect that 
i t  would be NCPC ra ther than the loca l housing association who c on tro ls  the power. I  th ink  that 
that is  s im ila r to what has gone on in other places. You ta lked about the penaliz ing  of people 
when the people take people in to  th e ir  homes. I th ink that p en a liz in g  in a sense that they are 
assessed by the gross income of the house, i f  those people are working. I f  you take somebody in to  
your house to stay fo r awhile , i t  is  not going to cost you more money, unless, under the present 
p o lic y ,  i f  they are working and they are b ring ing  money in to  the house.

MS CEC McCAULEY: W ell, sometimes they do not have a job , and s t i l l  th e ir  rents go up.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I do not think that th e ir  rent goes up ju s t because they are sta y in g .
Sam, you had a question?



MR. GAR GAN : Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I  guess ju s t  going a l i t t l e  b it  fu rth e r on what you were 
saying about people being evicted  and th e ir  c lo thes and whatever being thrown in the garbage. Do 
you th in k , Ms McCauley, whether the loca l a u th o rity  are there fo r th e ir  own convenience, ra ther 
than fo r  the convenience of the tenants?

MS CEC McCAULEY: Well they are doing th e ir  job but I mean there is  a th ing  ca lled  human decency. 
I  have seen i t  m yse lf, where th e ir  couches and eve ryth ing  that they own wac nn the s tre e t ,  and i t  
was a good th ing that i t  was in  the summertime.

MR. GARGAN: Yes, those are the kinds of inc iden ts that I am ta lk in g  about. We did hear that the 
housing association  did want to do some work on those houses fo r  the people that did get e v ic ted . 
And that they t e l l  these guys "Look we have to do some work on the houses, take your s tu f f  out by 
such and such time or e ls e " ,  or whatever actions they want to take. And th is  is  why I am saying 
that maybe the associa tion  is  there fo r th e ir  own convenience ra ther than for the convenience o f 
the evicted  tenants.

MS CEC McCAULEY: I wouldn 't want to see th a t. I mean they have a touqh job b u t . . .  You are try in g  
to put me on the spot.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What is  fa ir  fo r  the goose is f a i r  fo r the qander too. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Ms McCauley, the reason why we are on th is  tour is that p resently  the corporation and 
the association is  not working to the s a tis fa c t io n  of the people. So, i f  you want to make the 
housing association look good then by a ll means do i t ,  but we are t r y in g  to find loop holes that we 
might be able to crack and i f  that is one of them, then i t  should be mentioned. That is  a l l  I was 
saying.

MS CEC McCAULEY: I th ink you guys should push more fo r home-ownership. There are a couple o f 
houses in town where they had to put in th e ir  sweat I guess for f iv e  years and i f  you do a good joh 
o f keeping up the house, they own i t .

Another th ing  I wanted to ask, Mr. McCallum, is  d id you ever hear of the house th a t J e r ry  Cheezie 
b u ilt?  He b u ilt  a house from scratch w ith  e le c t r ic i t y ,  the heat and everyth ing ju s t to see how 
much i t  would cost him and he tr ie d  to present i t  to  Housing and they refused i t  and he did i t  fo r  
$35,000. I t  was a log house and he cut the logs h im self.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I do not know o f that one but I know that in Fo rt Smith i t  is po ss ib le . 
There are houses that have been b u ilt  in Fort Smith w ith  logs and lo c a lly  cut tim ber, f u l l y  
furn ished three bedroom, l iv in g  room, k itchen/d in ing  room area, woodstoves fo r  about $27,000. 
There are those in  Fort Smith now, but i t  does not cost very much to purchase a lo t  in Fo rt Smith 
as opposed to here nor does i t  cost as much to transport m ateria ls  in . There c e r ta in ly  are homes 
that have been b u i l t  in Fort Smith for a lo t  less than $30,000. I am l iv in q  in one that I  b u i l t  
fo r  a lo t  less than $30,000. You say we should be pushing fo r more home-ownership. What do you 
mean by home-ownership, Cec?

MS CEC McCAULEY: I always deal w ith young people and I know a lo t  of s in g le  mothers e s p e c ia lly  who 
are hard working and keep a good home and they r e a l ly  would lik e  to s ta rt home-ownership. I would 
m yself. I am paying $1000 a month for rent r ig h t  now. That is  ju s t  an example, I am a s in g le  
parent, I am tr y in g  to buy a house and they said I have to put $500 down and then i t  goes on my 
scale o f my wages. I th ink that is  t e r r i f i c .  There should be more lik e  that and I was th in k in g  i f  
the government s ta rts  s e ll in g  th e ir  re n ta ls , not low re n ta ls  but th e ir  re n ta ls , i f  they could make 
a deal lik e  that with the people. With $500 down and your waqe scale and you upkeep i t ,  these 
s in g le  parents I know would do i t .  And a lo t o f young people are hardworking too and they do I t .  
I f  you could push tha t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That is  e xa ctly  what the government is  doing now. You are ta lk in g  about 
the ru ra l and remote program - -  you put $500 down, you pay 25 per cent of your sa la ry . Whether you 
are working or not depends upon and you pay that toward a mortgage. The government as w e ll,  w ith 
some d i f f i c u l t y  here in Iriu v ik , are making the government employees buy th e ir  home a fte r being in 
the employ of the government fo r a year, i think i t  has been extended here fo r two or three years 
now. But in other communities, i f  you are hired by the Government of the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s ,  
you can rent government accommodation fo r  one year. A fte r a year you must find your own 
accommodation and as a re s u lt in other communities, fo r example in  Y e llow kn ife , Fo rt Smith and in 
Hay R iv e r, they are contemplating doing i t  in Frobisher Say, they w i l l  se ll the government 
accommodations.



i th ink there hâs been some re luctance here because of the two unions, the PSA and the NWTĨA who 
wanted 1t extended fo r awhile. They as w e ll,  s e ll the northern re n ta ls  so tha t generates 
home-ownership. There is  the other program which is  the replacement of the o ld  SSHAGs, the 
settlement housing allowance grant to what is  now ca lled  the home assistance program whereby one 
can get a ce rta in  amount of a grant i f  you supply your e q u ity . There is not too many of them, but 
there are some of them. I think i t  is  two m illio n  d o lla rs  that is ava ilab le  th is  year across the 
T e r r ito r ie s  fo r i t .  So, I th ink the government has been attempting to promote home-ownership. But 
in some cases, i t  is  home-ownership w ith very l i t t l e  re s p o n s ib il it y  on the in d iv id u a l. That is  a 
mortgage. Very few people have the amount of money to get mortgages and I know i t  is  d i f f i c u l t  
here as i t  must be d i f f i c u l t  iri most to get CMHC or a lo c a l lending in s t itu t io n  to y ive  
you a mortgage amount. CMHC use to have $25,000 as a mortgage. You gave f iv e  per cent o f the 
f i r s t  $20,000 and 20 per cent of the next $5000 as a down payment, $2000. And then you had 20 or 
25 year mortgage.

I was ju s t wondering what you meant by home-ownership. Did you mean home-ownership where you take 
out a mortgage or do you mean home-ownership where you would get a qovernment grant and i t  becomes 
yours?

MS CEC McCAULEY: i t  doesn't matter which way as long as you pay and i t  belongs to you. Then you
do not mind pu ttin g  extra  money in to  i t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there other questions? Thank you, Cec.

MR. LYALl TRIMBLE: My name is  L y a ll Trim ble and I l iv e  in Inuv ik . What I have to say is ra th e r 
short and b r ie f .  1 re fe r  to the report o f the NWT Council Task Force on Housing in June 19/2. I 
presume that a ll the committee Members have th is  re p ort or have seen i t .  I would c e r ta in ly  hope 
that you have th is  re p o rt.

My suggestion is  that you dig out these reports and dust them o f f ,  revise  the f ig u re s  in i t  and 
implement i t .  I was a Member of th is  task force  and 12 years la te r now, I s t i l l  support what was 
recommended by th is  task force  that was set up by your L e g is la tu re .

B a s ic a lly  th is  task force  recommended a home-ownership incentive  proqram as the prim ary means of 
re so lv in g  housing problems in the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s .  I t  recommended that the ren ta l proqram 
continue but to supplement the housing program fo r those who were not in a p o s ition  to have th e ir  
own home. Today i t  seems to me the emphasis is on a renta l Droaram and l i t t l e  programs here and 
there to supplement that by home-ownership on behalf of a few who may be lucky enouqh to q u a lify  or 
get accepted.

The on ly aspect of th is  report that I have since had reservations about, seems to me i t  would be 
the o n ly  part that was implemented, and that is the establishment of the NWT Housing C orpora tion . 
The concept was that the corporation would be estab lished to implement the p o l ic y . ’ The Housing 
Corporation was established and i t  seems to me that that was the end o f the p o lic y ,  they went about 
doing what they wanted to do. And what the NWT Council did in the in te rim , I am not sure.

I suggest to you, that you dig out th is  re p o rt, studv i t  and re v ise  the fiqu res and t r y  to 
implement i t .  I w i l l  read ju s t a few sections of th is  re p o rt , i t  says: In puttinq  fo rth  these 
recommendations, the task force emphasizes that any programs developed must be based upon makinq 
a va ila b le , the oppo rtun ity a method through which an ind iv idua l may own his home rather than being 
locked in to  a renta l program. Because of the extrem ely hiqh costs of construction  and 
tra nsp orta tion  experienced in the North, a grant to offset, a portion  of th is  added expense is  a 
necessary ingredient of a program to complement home-ownership. The task force also stresses tha t 
the equ a liza tion  of services and u t i l i t y  costs to the consumer is  the keystone toward 
home-ownership in most northern communities.

B a s ic a lly  there were two main concepts toward home-ownership. F irs t  o f a ll tha t there would be a 
grant ava ilab le  to everyone in the NWT. Not to a selected few who can meet a certa in  c r i t e r ia  and 
then i f  they happen to be selected, fo r whatever number was ava ilab le  to that given community. I 
looked in to  th is  p e rso n a lly , a couple years or so ago with the idea of b u ild ing  a house and f in a l l y  
gave up in fru s tra t io n . Everytime I inquired I got d iffe re n t  answers or u n ce rta in ties  where we 
have to find out and we w i l l  le t you know. And then they came up with p o lic ie s  of b u ild in g  houses 
and d ic ta tin g  to people what kind o f a house you can go in to . And now i t  seems to me the program 
they have toward home-owriership is a c tu a lly  b u ild in g  the house. They sa,v "Here i t  is ,  i f  you want 
to f i t  in to  our program". Whereas I think most people in the North want to have something to do 
w ith  the design and the b u ild in g  of th e ir  own house and the loca tin g  o f that house.



I l ik e  to th ink that there is  s t i l l  enotieh in d iv id u a ls  around who want an in d iv id u a l approach to 
home-ownership. So the concept there was that there would be a orant a va ila b le  to everyone who 
wanted to get th e ir  own house whether th ey were going to bu ild  i t  or to buy one that p re se n tly  
e x is te d . Whether i t  was a new house that they were buying or whether i t  was s used house. That 
gr3nt was based on 50 per cent of the value* of the house up to a maximum of 15000. I t  was based on 
the value of homes in 1972 between 110,000 and $15,000 where the maximum grant would apply and Ï 
suggest that in 1984-85, w-: would have to m u lt ip ly  those figu res by about three, which would put 
i'ne average iiuiue between îíú .ú u O  ld й б .и и и . up to the >1U,U0U, i t  was a by per cent g ran t, the 
maximum was 50 and a fte r that the 115,000 value o f a home the grant declined to $20,000, at trfiich 
time the grant no longer applied.

(Meeting in terrupted  by power outage at tn is  p o in t)

...p e rs o n . I f  someone was able to  build  a m iniature palace as one migh* consider i t  1n Inuvlk or 
northern communities, well then they iere able to take care of themselves and did not. f i t  under the 
program. I f  that was m u ltip lie d  by three then the maximum would be a 160,000 home a fter which 
there would be no grant and the maximum grant would apply between say $30,n00 and $45,000. As I 
say, th is  would be a va ilab le  to anybody w ithout a c r i t e r ia  that would leave copie fru s tra te d  and 
g iv in g  up because they don 't know i f  they are going to q u a lify  or whether they f i l l  be one selected 
on the group that were w a iting  and so fo rth .

Another part of the report was that in o rder to make home-ownership po ss ib le , .hat there should be 
a su bsid iza tio n  in northern communities o f the cost of se rv ices , i .e .  e le c t r ic i t y  and heat to 
subsidize at a base ra te . And I believe  the concept at that time was the base rate would be about 
that in the southern Mackenzie and in the fa rther north bases e sp e c ia lly  in the High A rc t ic ,  where 
the costs are very h igh , that cost above tha t base rate would be subsidized. And 1t was worked out 
by the s ta ff  at that time, that the end re s u lt  would be that the government would be savinq money. 
There would be less money spent unde*" th is  program than what there was under the e x is t in q  
rental programs and government s ta f f  programs.

One of the in te re s tin g  aspects o f th is report was that in the average government home there was 
16,000 k ilow atts  of power used when the government was paying the b i l l .  The comparable home when 
the home-owner was paying the b i l l  there was about 9000 k ilo w a tts  of power being used. Anri I th ink 
tnat c r i t e r ia  s t i l l  stands. I f  the people were paying fo r th e ir  own services there would be much 
less energy consumed. At the same time, in order to make i t  fe a s ib le  for a lo t of the people, I 
think i t  is  important that there be a su n s id iza tio n  proqram. But whether or not a su b sid iza tio n  
program can be implemented because I imagine th is  involves the senior government sm llinq  down upon 
you, I s t i l l  th ink there should be a home-ownership incentive  program designed to provide qrants to 
people who are prepared to bu ild  th e ir own home. I do not think the e x is t in g  proqrams are being 
a ll that e f fe c t iv e . I have tr ie d  to look in to  them and have qiven up in f ru s tra t io n  because I do 
not understand what is  going on. And i f  a fte r spending 11 years on the L eg is la tu re  that you 
fe llow s are now s it t in g  on, and I can 't understand i t ,  I d o n 't think there is  too many people who 
can. I t  is too complicated and i t  is not working. We need something that is sim ple, something 
that people can understand, can know whether or not they q u a lify  and ran get i t .  And I f  they 
decide to bu ild  th e ir  own house, they know that when they go ahead, there is  a grant a va ilab le  fo r 
them. That is  a l l  I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much, L y a l l .  We do have copies of that re p o rt. You 
answered the f i r s t  question that I had, what f ig u re  would you use to upgrade the recommendations 
report and you said three times.

MR. LYALL TRIMBLE: As i t  applys to  Inuvik anyway, I am not sure about other places in the North. 
In th is  Delta area I would say three times.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I th ink that ma.y be given that i t  may not cost you as much to b u ild  in 
another more southerly  location  but that m u ltip le  could be used regardless because i t  may not be 
something that cost you 150,000 here may o n ly  cost you a portion  o f that down there. But prices 
have gone up in the 12 years.

I think one of th ings that prompted Mr. Pudluk to move the motion to get something done was that 
there has never been any kind o f real hard look at the ra tio n a le  for s e ttin g  up the Housing 
Corporation in the 10 years that i t  has been in existence. There has never been a study done of 
a) the corpora tion , and b) the report i t s e l f .  And I th ink  that is  one o f th ings , as I r e c a l l ,  
that Mr. Pudluk did mention when he was ta lk in g  to the motion that he proposed in the f i r s t  p lace, 
which is  the reason I guess, we are around.
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MR. GARGAN: Mr. Trim ble , 1n other ju r is d ic t io n s  I t  has been proven that the grant and aid type o f
a system Is  the le a s t expansive than the present systan th a t 1s now 1n existence . Do you think 
that the Housing Corpora tion , as 1t now e x is ts ,  should be ju s t  a funding agency and you leave the
loca l associa tion , fo r example, take the re s p o n s ib i l i t y  of tendering out the type of design that is
required fo r  that p a rt ic u la r  community ra th e r than 1t being, fo r example, r ig h t  now the association 
has a rehab program. Fo rt Norman 1s g e ttin g  the same type  of rehab and houses as they do 1n 
Tuktoyaktuk. The th ing is th a t In Fo rt Norman th e y  ?re net having os many problems w ili i  th e ir  
renab as tney are 1n Tuk where there is  a lo t o f free z in g  and th ings lik e  that happening. They
also have hot water heating systems nnd 1t 1s r id ic u lo u s  tha t they should implement that type of
heating systea up here w ith  the kinds of weather we get up here. I d o n 't whether they have a qond 
handle on toe  local Issues and the type o f environment te rra in  there are In.

My question 1s whether the corporation should be ju s t  a funding agency. Like you said there should 
be more grants and 1t should be to everybody and not just a chosen few.

MR, LYALL TRIMBLE: I believe the Housing Corporation should be a basic adm in istra tion  and as you
put 1 t, a funding o rgan iza tion  to adm inister the funding, otc. I do not be lieve  the Housing 
Corporation should be as they p re se n tly  are designing the houses that w i l l  q u a lify  fo r 
home-ownership assistance. I be lieve  under the HAP program they even provide the packaoe and 
m ateria ls th a t w i l l  be a va ilab le  for that house. I think' they should be b a s ic a lly  p ro v id in g  the 
gran t. I th ink  the ind iv idua l or a group 1n the community, the housing associa tion  could also be 
Involved but I th ink I t  should be m ostly on In d iv id u a l basis, should be able to desian the type of 
k i l l  war|i  the type m ateria ls they want t.o b u ild  that house w ith , w ith in  acceptable 
b u ild in g  codes, e tc . But I do not think the Housing Corporation should be designing the houses and 
d ic ta t in g  to  the people what s iz e  and f lo o r  plan a house should be or where in the town that housp 
should be located, e tc .

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Trim ble, My other question Is w ith  regard to qrants being a va ila b le  to 
everybody. But I guess on the same token too, the person that is going to be ge ttin g  the grants 
should be doing some of the In it ia t iv e s  in ge ttin g  th a t q ran t. For example, they should be huntinq 
around, maybe in southern markets, i f  tha t is where i t  is  the least cheapest but they should do 
th e ir  Dart too .

MR, LYALL TRIMBLE: I would think that the grant should be something that would be qiven out as the 
house is  being b u i l t .  As the housing task force re p o rt suggested the maximum would be 50 per cent 
and the Ind iv idu al would be responsible fo r  pu tting up at leas t 50 per cent of the cost of that 
house or sweat e q u ity  I f  he was going to bu ild  a log  house, ge ttin g  his own logs . C e r ta in ly  the 
In i t ia t iv e  should be on the in d iv id u a l. 1 think fo r  too lon g, government has been q iv in g  to those 
who were prepared to s it  down and holding back from those who are prepared to show in i t ia t iv e  and 
do something fo r themselves. And I think that trend has to be reversed.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Thank you. Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEdERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. L y a ll ,  I kept one of those reports as a souvenir for 
myself too. I think L y a l l ,  the on ly recommendation you missed in that report when i t  was done up 
aud there were others on that task fo rce  that I knew ra th e r w e ll, you missed se ttin g  up an 
Implementation group afterwards and I would hope that we would not be a miss in th is .  An e f f ic ie n t  
home-ownership program that was suggested in  there, and I agree with th a t 100 per cent, does not 
requ ire  a ve ry  large o rgan iza tion . I th ink  part o f the problem we have today is  p re c is e ly  because 
we le f t  the Housing Corporation w ith  no p o l i t ic a l  overseer and as happens with government always we 
s ta rt  b u ild in g  empires and we s ta r t  designing houses and we s ta r t  g e ttin g  involved in anything that 
w i l l  increase the s ize  of the a d m in istra tive  stru ctu re  and we p re tty  soon end up with a proqram 
where the d e liv e ry  costs exceed the value o f what we d e live re d .

The formula fo r  updating the figu re s  I th ink  could q u ite  e a s ily  be a rrived  at and we have heard the 
senJment that you expressed for home-ownership, c e r ta in ly  through the v a lle y  here, in almost every 
community. Not so much in the Eastern A rc t ic ,  o f course, because the general public  w ith a ll 
government re p o rts , recommendations, do not usually read them and th is  one is  n e tting  q u ite  old 
anyhow. So, unless the program of su bsid ization  of u t i l i t i e s  is brought in , a couple of times in 
the East i t  was mentioned what the people think o f i t  i f  such a su bsid iza tio n  proqram was in 
e f fe c t ,  I th in k  i t  could work throughout the NWT. But I th ink  the one thing we must ensure is 
wnatever recommendations we come out with at the end o f th is , we must set up some l i t t l e  committee 
o f the Leg is la tu re  which w i l l  oversee and ensure that our recommendations are implemented.
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MR. LYALL TRIMBLE: I c e r ta in ly  support that suggestion because as you say there was no body set up 
to see th a t the recommendations were ca rried  o u t . The concept of the task fo rce  at the  time was 
that the Housing Corporation would be that body and c a rry  1t out but Instead the Housing 
Corporation became an empire onto i t s e l f  and the recommendations went by the wayside.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would ju s t l ik e  to comment on Mr. T rim b le 's  concerns.
I H ke the approach, 1t sounds easy enough fo r  any corpora tion  o f government to understand but 
t ru s t them to screw I t  up.

— SHORT RECESS

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any fu rth e r questions of Mr. Trimble? L y a l l ,  I d id not get a
chance to  thank you fo r  your presenta tion . Thank you very k in d ly . 1 know fu l l  w e ll of you r 
In te re s t and concern 1n housing, going back some years. I would hope that we very well may be able 
to brush o ff  the 1972 re p o rt , update 1t and p ick  some th ings that may be pe rtinent to th is  years 
housing s itu a tio n . I thank you very  k in d ly  fo r  your remarks. Are there fu rth e r comments on 
housing from anybody?

MS BETTY DEE: Mr. Chairman, I am B etty  Dee, secre ta ry  manager fo r  Inuvik Housing A sso c ia tio n .
There are several th ings that have come to mind while I have been s it t i f ia  here lis te n in g  tonlqht

..with regard to the Inuvik  Housing A sso c ia tio n . There are several th ings that have come to mind
w h ile  I have been s it t in g  here lis te n in g  to  the Assembly ton igh t w ith  regards to the Inuv ik  Houslnq 
A sso c ia tio n . One of the main th ings Is the lack o f communication and I ,  u n fo rtu n a te ly , do not have 
the answer to th a t .  Whether the committee can come up w ith  an answer or a recommendation ro be I t ,  
we do everyth ing in our power that we can.

But, the concerns that I would H ke  to address to the committee are the lack of houslnq. In
In u v ik , we are having a n in e -p le x , s1 x-p lex and a th re e -p le x  b u i l t .  Now these are going to be one 
fa m ily , or one bedroom u n its , based on market re n t. Th is  is  not going to solve theorob lem  of the 
young fam ilies  ju s t  s ta rt in g  out, the husband's and wives that a r e ’ looking to having fa m ilie s , 
because they are not going to be able to a ffo rd  i t .  I f  they are looking at market rents 1n In u v ik , 
you are looking a t around maybe Î1000, $1100, $1200 per month fo r a one bedroom u n it.

Another concern that I  have is  tha t my tar payers d o lla rs  Is being wasted by du p lica tion  o f  
services between the housing association and the Housing Corpora tion . In the p o sition  that I am 
in , we are requested to g ive the corpora tion  a great deal of inform ation when 1t come to EOM
funding. Then, that inform ation tha t we g ive  them, that we spend days and days and days on, qoes 
to Ye llow knife  and they dup licate  the same th ings that we have a lready given them. We have sa id  
that we need equipment, and we search out the best p r ic e  and the best eauipment th a t we can 
p o ss ib ly  ge t, the best d o lla r  value that we can p o ss ib ly  get., we know exactly  what is  required fo r  
us, the corpora tion  is good enough to say, "F in e , we w i l l  get. you that equipment." B ut, then i t
has to go to  Ye llow knife  and the Y e llow kn ife  Housing Corporation purchasing department goes out and
fin d s  the best p r ic e  that they can get. So, we are d u o lica tin g  se rv ices , which is  wasting my
taxpayers d o lla r .  Now that I am a home-owner in  Inuvik , I feel that very s tro n g ly , and I th ink 
that everybody should. That i t  is not ju s t  my tax d o lla r ,  but i t  is  everybody that is  here, th e ir  
tax d o lla rs  are being wasted.

Another example, is  in the adm in istration o f the association  and the corporation work orders th a t 
come in fo r  our maintenance department. I have to have the maintenance forman check those work 
orders, I have to check those work o rders , they have to qo to the corporation to  be checked. Well
what are we adm inistering i f  we are not doing our job. I t  is  a du p lica tion  o f services and I am
very annoyed w ith  th is . My board knows how I fe e l, so I am not speaking behind th e ir  back. 
However, they sa id , "Do i t " ,  so we do i t .

The other thing is  in the land that has been purchased by the corporation fo r these home-ownership 
un its and fo r these p in e -p lexes. I think that an in ves tiga tio n  should be made into th a t . My 
taxpayers d o lla r has been wasted g re a t ly ,  in the fact that they had to s p l i t  up one n in e -p lex 
because they could not come to an agreement over $5000 on the purchase of land. Now, i t  had 
nothing to do w ith  me. I know that because I was told by the person who was s e ll in q  the land. I t  
has got nothing to  do w ith  me except that as a taxpayer my d o lla rs  are being wasted. For th is , I 
am very upset, and I hope that the committee w i l l  look in to  th is  and fin d  out why i t  is  happenino.
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MRS. LAWRENCE: Mrs. Dee, are these n1ne-plexes that are coming up are owned by the Housing
Corporation? a

MRS. BETTY DEE: C o rrect.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I thought they had a p o lic y  Implemented already on that 25 per cen ren t base? Are
you t e l l in g  us now that they are not doing th a t, but qolnq by the market rent?

MRS. BETTY DEE: I t  is my understanding from the d is t r ic t  manager, that when these n in e -p lexes are
b u i l t ,  the in i t i a l  a llo c a tio n  of them w i l l  be done by the housing asso cia tion . A f te r  that they 
w i l l  be a llocated  by a committee o f people that are in those houses. That they are not pub lic
housing, that they are going to be s t r i c t l y  on a market re n ta l sca le . So that those people who, 
say you have people working fo r the o i l  companies and can a fford  that re n t, w i l l  be the ones that 
w il l  get in there . Now I am not a llo c a tin g  that the housing association should look a fte r those 
u n its ,  fa r from i t .  We have more than we can handle now. B ut, I do not th ink that fo r  the w a ltlnq  
l i s t  that we have 1n s in g les  apartments and fo r  young couples, because our board does not a llo c a te  
a s in g le  dw e lling  to  ju st a couple, because we have too many fa m ilie s  w a iting  fo r  these u n its . I 
do not fee l that these people that are on our l i s t  are going to be able to a fford  th is  market .rent.

MRS. LAWRENCE: So, you are t e l l in g  us now tha t the Inuvlk Housing Associa tion  w i l l  not be look ing
a fte r these apartments that w il l  be coming up, but there w i l l  be another committee estab lished to 
look a lte r  that?

MRS. BETTY DEE: I t  w il l  be a committee of the tenants tha t are l iv in g  in those u n its  that w i l l
look a fte r  them. Looking a fter them may be the wrong word. When I say look a fte r them, I am 
ta lk in g  about a llo c a tin g  u n its  that come empty. The person that is  going to look a fte r them is  
apparently , a superintendent is going to get one apartment in  each u n it , that is  my understanding, 
that they w i l l  h ire  a caretaker and a maintenance person in that u n it to look a fte r that u n it . But 
the a llo c a tin g  o f i t  w il l  be done by a committee set up of those people that are in those u n its .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Other questions of Mrs. Dee? Sam.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mrs. Dee, you mentioned about du p lica tion  of se rv ices . In
your o p in io n , what do you th ink the ro le  of the associa tion  should be, the ro le  of the d is t r ic t  
corporation should be, and the ro le  of the headquarters should be?

MRS. DEE: W e ll, I think we have a t r ip le  d u p lica tio n  o f services , and one body has to  be
e lim inated . Be i t  the housing asso cia tion , the corpora tion  at the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  or the
corpora tion  in Y e llo w kn ife . Someone has to e lim in ated , because there  are du p lica tion  of services 
a ll the way down the lin e . The way I could see i t  running would be s im ila r to a p roperty manaqer 
1n the South. A property manager in the South is  hired to  look after a b u ild in g . They have
gu ide lines to fo llo w , those gu ide lin es are in black and w h ite , they say here is the money that you 
adm inister th is  b u ild in g , you c o lle c t  your re n ts , you look a fte r the b u ild in q , we do not want to 
bother with you the rest o f the tim e. But, that is  not the case w ith  the corpo ra tio n , d is t r ic t ,  
headquarters and the associations. I t  ju s t does not happen that way.

MR, GARGAN: What do you th ink the ro le  of the local associa tion  should be?

MRS. BETTY DEE: The ro le  o f the associations as i t  stands now, is to manage the property fo r the
corpora tion , and i f  we are to  be true  property managers and the hoard set up amongst the tenants as 
they a re , then the in te rve n tio n  of the corporation at one le v e l,  must cease.

MR. GARGAN: Do you think that the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  here in  Inuvik should be more of a fundinn
agency?

MRS. BETTi' DEE: The technical advice that is  requ ired - -  the housing maintenance servicemen trade 
In th is  area is perhaps more sophisticated than in some of the sm aller communities. So I would 
hate to  say that the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  should be e lim in ated , because I feel that the other 
communities r e a l ly  need them more than we do. As I say, I think that one of them has to be
e lim inated , and to be quite honest, I think i t  should be headquarters. I th ink a d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  
so that you have the continuety between the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  and your settlem ents, is requ ired , but 
I  honestly do not be lieve  tha t headquarters is .  I know that the board of d irec to rs  are because 
they must g ive  the d ire c tio n  to the corpora tion .

i/ nùk
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MR. GAR GAN: The committee has seen the operation o f the associa tion  and the corpora tion  fo r  about
10 years now. They know where a l l  the loop holes are now and they know how to Improve those loop 
ho les. In a lo t  of the communities that we have gone to , the associations are saying that they 
want more c o n tro l, to  the extent that some committees would not sign the agreements between the 
corporations and the a sso c ia tion s , because there 1s too much contro l at the d is t r i c t  le v e l.  The 
committees are saying , "We know what the s itu a tio n s  a re , we know the types of designs that are more 
te a s ib ie  to the environment and the community." I  guess th is  is  b a s ic a lly  why that the d is t r ic t  
o f f ic e  should be more o f a funding agency ra th e r than anything e lse . Leave the committees to  do 
th e ir  part as fa r  as housing in cen tive  goes. Because r ig h t now the incentive  is  not r e a l ly  there 
fo r people to go beyond saying to  the d is t r i c t  o f f ic e ,  "Now th is  is  how much housing we re q u ire ."  
The d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  b a s ic a lly  ju s t  designates whatever they fe e l the amount that they ge t, the type 
of design, and that is  so rt of c o n tro lle d  by the d is t r i c t  o f f ic e  r ig h t  now.

On the other hand, the associations are s o rt  of s i t t in g  back and w a itin g  fo r those houses, they 
a llo c a te  them and the re , that is i t .  I guess Ĩ am more or less t ry in g  to get more Incen tive  on the 
part o f the corpo ra tio n  to do th e ir  part w ith  regard to q e ttln g  con tra c to rs , the type of designs 
that they want and be able to Implement.

MRS. BETTY DEE: I th in k  the lo ca l associa tions in Inuv lk  d is t r ic t  in the past two years have been
given the opportun ity to  g ive  th e ir  two cents worth. But, the design has always come down from the 
corpo ra tio n , th e y  say, “Here is  the design , and what do you think of i t ? "  W e ll,  the m a jo rity  of 
people on boards at the association le v e l, I would say that 75 per cent o f them do not know how to 
read a blue p r in t ,  I mean i t  has only been in the la s t  four years that I know how to read a blue 
p r in t .  I th ink that th is  is  a b ig  problem, is  that i t  is a lack of knowledge, so somebody has got 
to be able to  do i t .  Now you can t e l l  the corporation tha t you would lik e  to have a s ix  room 
house, three o f  those rooms being bedrooms, a l iv in g  room, k itchen , bathroom and maybe a u t i l i t y  
room. But would you be able to s i t  down and design that house and say that th is  is  what I want?
But I th ink th a t  i f  they had the proper people at the d is t r ic t  le v e l,  tha t we would e lim inate  the 
lack o f communication that we have now between d is t r i c t ,  Ye llow knife  and a sso cia tion . Th is  is 
where the big problems run in , because there  is  a d u p lica tio n  of services because there is  a lack 
o f communication, is pa rt of i t .

So, what I am ge ttin g  from th is ,  is  that you are t r y in g  to ask rne, who do I th ink should go. W e ll,
I th ink that i t  is  Ye llow knife  th a t should go. I th ink i t  is  the centre. The whole idea, I f e l t ,  
is  g e tt in g  the local people Invo lved , and having th in gs  governed by the people, and you cannot do 
that w ith  headquarters in  Ye llow knife .

MR. GARGAN: W e ll, I do not know. I guess as fa r as reading b lu e p rin ts , i t  ju s t  takes common
sense. Mr. Trim ble was the one th a t mentioned the government taking over the grants and that sort 
of th in g . I agree w ith  what Mr. Trim ble said , so maybe doing away with the corpora tion  in 
Ye llow knife  is  what you are re fe r r in g  to , maybe p u ttin g  i t  under the aupices of the government?

MRS. BETTY DEE: As I say, there is too much du p lica tion  o f services, through the corpora tion , 
through the t e r r i t o r ia l  government, through the federal government. You have the same Inform ation 
a va ila b le  at a l l  those le v e ls , and why? I t  is  our taxpayers d o lla rs  that are being wasted, and yet 
our funding comes from the same darn place. I t  comes from the t e r r i t o r ia l  and federa l government.

I must admit th a t I do use the resources from both the t e r r i t o r ia l  and federal government on 
occasion, and we also borrow supplies from them when there is  none in town. They are very good 
that way with us, but then that is  only because we are in Inuvik and they are here. But what 
happens to the poor people out in the settlem ents , they do not have those resources to go to . So I 
do not know i f  that is  the s o lu tio n , pu tting  i t  under the t e r r i t o r ia l  government. M yself, I th in k  
no, I th ink i t  should be a ll at the d is t r i c t  o f f ic e ,  at the d is t r ic t  le v e l.  I f  you want to take 
the d is t r ic t  le ve l and put i t  w ith  the t e r r i t o r ia l  government and elim inate more se rv ices , then 
g rea t, le t  us save on d o lla rs ,  and then maybe we can get more houses repaired .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): E liz a .
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MRS. LAWRENCE: I agree w ith  Mrs. Dee that the corpora tion  should not e x is t  in Ye llo w k n ife , because
the service that has been de live red  in the communities has been very lim ite d  and 1t Is not doing 
what i t  1s supposed to be doing, and there is  a b ig  corporation e x is t in g  in Ye llo w kn ife . That w i l l  
be recorded and w i l l  be put in to  our recommendations as w e ll.  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): We w i l l  hold you to  that p o s it io n .

M R S .  I a u r f n t f * I  t a k e  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any o ther comments?

MRS. BETTY DEE: I would ju s t l ik e  to say thank you to the committee fo r g iv in g  a ll of us the
op p o rtu n ity  to speaking to  you. I t  Is much appreciated, even though we do seem to have a b it  of 
apathy in  Iriu v ik , i t  r e a l ly  is  not here I t  is  a d iv is io n  of lo y a l i t le s  as to where you put your 
meetings f i r s t .  Thank .you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Are there fu rth e r  comments?

MS VIVIAN HUNTER: My name Is V iv ia n  Hunter. I would l ik e  to point out some o f the people that are 
being put In the old fo lk s  home that do not want to go 1n there because they are treated ju s t  l ik e  
l i t t l e  c h ild re n . They have applied fo r re gu la r housing and they are to ld  that they should go into
the old fo lk s  home, They feel th a t they could fun ctio n  well on th e ir  own, and 1 believe  that they
could . But then they are requested to wait fo r  a room in the old fo lks home.

Then there is  a b ig b u ild -u p  o f arrears and the people get asked to move out, and then our 
department becomes Invo lved , which is  Socia l Services. In a lo t  of cases, we would probably not 
even be involved i f  they were not evic ted , but because of th e ir  c h ild re n , we become invo lved . I do 
not know why they allow them to have such an arrears b u ild -u p , and then they are a ll of a sudden 
requested to come up w ith  $2000, $3000.

CHAIRMAN (McCallum): V iv ia n , could I ju s t ask a question in re turn  of you. Rather than having the
arrears b u ild  up, as you put i t ,  when would you take steps? How long would you le t i t  pass? When
would you take steps to do something about i t ?

MS VIVIAN HUNTER: W e ll, I th ink that i f  they sent them a notice  and then take in to  account that
there are some tenants tna t do net know how to read, or that read at a qrade three le v e l,  tha t
there should be someone tha t could qo around, su re ly they must have enough bodies that f lo a t  around
in the committee, that could qo around and expla in  to the people how much they owe. But instead
they wait u n til the a rrears b u ild  up to $3000, $4000 or $5000, and then say, "W e ll, qo over to
Socia l Services, and they w il l  be able to help you ."

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Just to fo llo w  along w ith th a t, do you think that Social Services has a
ro le  to p la y , i f  and when a tenant is  not able to make the payment?

MS VIVIAN HUNTER: Yes, but then we do have our gu id e lin es that we have to fo llo w  too. At times we
have a whole r in g  of papers that we have to f i l l  out and then we have to get our supervisors okay, 
then we have to go to our superintendent, who in turn  has to go through I do not know how many 
other people before i t  goes down to headquarters. Then they f in a l l y  say, "Okay, pay the a rre a rs ."

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I t  sounds lik e  the Housing Corporation a ll over again. Too much red tape
and too many th ings going on. Th is  whole business o f arrears - -  i t  has been suggested to us that, 
the Housing Corporation or the government should he responsib le fo r making monies ava ilab le  fo r  
helping people bu ild  th e ir  own homes or to get a home.

But that the Housinq Corporation should not be the socia l conscience, as i t  were, of the
community. That Social Services has a ro le  to play as does Education and as does various other
organ iza tions in the community to help people i f  i t  becomes a socia l problem. That is ,  one is  not
able to look a fte r the re n t, that Social Services should play a ro le  in i t .

This whole question of a rrea rs , as i t  was explained to us, that there is  a process by which one 
goes - -  tha t the housing association goes through, i t  may be that i t  is  not ve rb a l, it. may be 
through a w ritte n  word, and maybe there is a d i f f i c u l t y  there, as you suggested. But, there is  a 
process whereby one goes through before the accumulation of a great amount of a rrears. I  th ink 
that that is  tru e , to expect anybody to have $3000, $4000, $5000 i f  that is  the extent of the



a rre a rs , 1n f lu id  assets to  be able to sh e ll 1t out 1n one term. I t  would seem to me that you 
would expect them to  be able to pay a great more amount of rent than they would have been charged 
In the f i r s t  p lace. So 1t Is a question of when you take the steps to c o lle c t  the arrears and I f  
one Is n 't  able to pay I t  then who should be helping the In d iv id u a l pay 1 t. Socia l assistance has 
to p la y  a ro le  and I f  I t  is  that d i f f i c u l t  to get socia l assistance In th is  town then maybe that 
needs a l i t t l e  stream lin in g  too.

On the business of senior c it iz e n s ,  I guess to a great e xten t, th a t has always been a d i f f i c u l t y  
with people. Because one becomes o ld  does not n e cessa rily  mean tha t one should be put in  another 
in s t itu t io n ,  which Is  a senior c it iz e n  home. I th ink people have a r ig h t  to some d ig n ity  I f  they 
want to l iv e  on th e ir  own. On the other hand you have a number of people who would wish to  go In to  
senior c it iz e n s  homes too.

MS VIVIAN HUNTER: But then they do not want to be treated l ik e  l i t t l e  c h ild re n . And there 1s some 
that do not want to  come forward because they are a fra id  they are going to be turned down fo r  a 
house. They ju s t  take whatever 1s given to them and ye t that 1s not the place that they want to be

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I agree, we have heard i t ,  that a lo t o f e lders of the communities would
much ra ther l iv e  1n th e ir  own homes ra ther than to H ve  1n another.

MS VIVIAN HUNTER: But they seem to qet herded Into the o ld  fo lk s  homes w ithout wantlnq to be
there.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I th ink the suggestion that you make tha t steps should be taken to at
least ve rb a lize  w ith  them rather than to say i t  by word of mouth, because there Is a lack of
understanding o f the language. Does anybody have any questions of V iv ian?  Sam.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. V iv ia n , co rrect me i f  I am wrong, but I  thought tha t i t  was
the re s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f Socia l Services to provide.

MS VIVIAN HUNTER: Yes, i t  i s ,  but then i f  there are earning money, we can supplement them. But 1f
they are making too much, they cannot f i t  in to  i t .  Then' we have to so rt o f fudqe to make them
q u a lify .

MR. GARGAN: A c tu a lly  I was re fe rr in g  to the accommodations.

MS VIVIAN HUNTER: W e ll, we do not have any accommodations to g ive anyone. We can help them w ith
the re n t.

MR. GARGAN: But, is  i t  not the re s p o n s ib i l i t y  of Social Services to —  fo r  example, in Hay R iver
on the reserve . Socia l Services is  there and is  helping w ith  the band council to come up with a 
proposal fo r  a senior c it iz e n s  home or something lik e  th a t. That is  what I was re fe rr in g  to . I f  
there 1s enough senior c it iz e n s  in the community that re q u ire  accommodations, what the department 
should be looking at is more accommodations fo r these people, and submitting a proposal to the 
local associa tion .

MS VIVIAN HUNTER: But, what I am saying is  that they do not want to be stuck in the o ld  fo lk s
home. They want to  be able to l iv e  w ith in  the community. To rent accommodations ju s t  l ik e  
everybody e lse.

MR. GARGAN: W ell, yes, th is  is  what I am tr y in g  to get at.

MS VIVIAN HUNTER: But then we do not provide funds or we do not request fo r  funds to bu ild  houses 
for them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): O nly 1n the case of senior c it iz e n s  homes, they do.

MS VIVIAN HUNTER: That Is r ig h t ,  but those are not the homes that they want to be in .

CHAIRMAN (mr. McCallum): That is  r ig h t .  Socia l Services uses the housing corporation as a veh ic le  
by which Social Services can get money from CMHC to bu ild  senior c it iz e n s  homes. That Is the o n ly  
ro le  that the housing corporation plays w ith  i t .  But Social Services does not have the
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re s p o n s ib i l i t y  of p ro v id ing  in d iv id u a l or duplex or t r ip le x  accommodation fo r  senior c it iz e n s ,  t i.c y  
do not. Duplexes, s in g le  u n its  or m ulti un its  are the re s p o n s ib i l i t y  of the housing corp o ra tio n . 
I t  is the re s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f Social Services to get senior c it iz e n s  homes, at the present time.

MR. GARtíAN: How much are the senior c it iz e n s  paying r ig h t  now?

MS VIVIAN HUNTER: I have no Idea.

д ^PFflXfp T h ir t y  two d o lla rs  a montii.

MR. GARGAN: They are a ll paying that are they not? I t  is  hard to  understand how they could get
In to  arrear that much.

MS VIVIAN HUNTER: W e ll, i t  is  not r e a l ly  the sen ior c it iz e n s  that have a lo t  of a rrea rs , i t  Is  the
people that are in pub lic  housing. Those are the ones that e ith e r  do not want to come In and
request help from our department, that th e ir  a rrears get so high th a t they have no other place to  
tu rn  to  except our department. But that is  not where they want to be e ith e r .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there fu rth e r questions? Thank you very much V iv ia n . Are there
fu rth e r comments from anybody? W ell, I would lik e  to take th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to thank those o f you 
who have stuck i t  out here. I f  there are o thers , or those of you who would l ik e  to provide us w ith  
add itiona l comments or suggestions, or i f  you would put them in w r it in g  and send them to us. There 
are brouchures that I th ink that Penny has in the hack that you can get w ith  an address on i t ,  to 
accommodate those w ritte n  submissions that you may have.

I want to Ind ica te  to you - -  I am so rry  that the gentleman who was here in the beginning, is  not
here now b u t, I want to assure those of you who are here, that we are not naive, and we are not
s i t t in g  on our c o lle c t iv e  or in d iv id u a l b u tts  doing nothing about i t .  We take the re s p o n s ib il it y  
that has been given to us by our colleagues in the L e g is la tu re  - -  to  do something about housing. 
Because, I th ink in d iv id u a lly  and c o l le c t iv e ly  we think that people have a r ig h t  to a home and not 
ju s t  a s h e lte r. I th ink tha t there is  a great d iffe re n ce  between the two. We be lieve  that 
government, in  some way or o ther, together w ith in d iv id u a l or a c o lle c t io n  of in d iv id u a ls , can 
b ring  th is  goal to f r u i t i t i o n ,  that people should have a home.

So, I want to assure you that what has been said has been recorded, that we as a group s i t  down and 
discuss what has been said and presented to us by in d iv id u a ls , and we w il l  qo through those th in o s , 
no matter where we v is i t  to t r y  and ream what we think are the p e rtin en t th in gs . At no tim e, by 
the same token, I do not want you to be under any i l lu s io n s ,  that anybody, or we e s p e c ia lly , are 
going to solve a ll the problems of housing to the in d iv id u a l's  s a t is fa c t io n . We w i l l  hope to be 
able to have a good ba ttin g  average out of f t ,  but we are not going to bat 1000.

We w il l  expect that we w i l l  be able to b ring  fo rth  c e rta in  recommendations that w i l l  help the 
housing s itu a tio n , but we are not going to s a t is fy  everybody. Everybody is  a unique ind iv idua l 
under themselves. Each has h is  or her own ideas of what, he or she should aspire  to . We want to be 
in a p o s it io n , as fa r as government is concerned to make the best possib le  use of pu b lic  funds to 
b ring  about a s itu a tio n  that w i l l  help people in housinq. We recognize that there is  a shortaqe of 
housing in every community in the T e r r i to r ie s .  You are not unique. There has not been one 
community that we have v is ite d  that has not sa id , "Hey, we have have a shortage of housinq, we have 
lb people, extended fa m ilie s , in a home." I t  is  not r ig h t  from the perspective  of the senior 
parents and from the perspective of the newlyweds w ith  th e ir  younger ch ild re n .

So, what we are t r y in g  to do, is to get around and lis te n  to what people have to say. Aqain, I 
want to thank you very  much fo r  your patience. I know that i t  seems rather weird to have a group 
of people coming in to you that you can ta lk  to , and you do not qet any answers. We hope that we 
w i l l  be able to g ive you the answers in a re p o rt. So, again, on behalf of the committee, thank you 
very much fo r coining out. We hope that we w il l  be able to s a t is fy  you to some exten t. Aqain 
thank VOH vpr-u miirh 4 '»

---AD JOURNM ENT
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

AKLAVIK, JULY 17, 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Ladles and gentlemen, we w i l l  now begin the meeting. I apologize fo r
being a l i t t l e  late and I would lik e  to thank the people fo r holding o f f  the bingo u n t il we are 
fin ish ed  here or at le as t u n til 9:00 p.m.

Perhaps I should t e l l  you who we are, why we are here, where we have been and where we hope to go 
and te l l  you how th ings h o p e fu lly  w i l l  go th is  evening. We are a group of MLAs from the 
L e g is la t iv e  Assembly of the Northwest T e r r i to r ie s . My name is  Arnold McCallum and I represent 
S lave R iver and I l iv e  in F o rt Smith; to  my '•ight is  Mr. Red Pedersen who Is the Member fo r 
Kitikm eot West and he liv e s  in Coppermine; Mr. Sam Gargan who is  the MLA fo r Deli Cho and he liv e s  
in Fort Providence; Mr. Michael Angottitauruq  is  the MLA fo r K it  meet East and he liv e s  1n G.1oa 
Haven. There are s ix  other Members of th is  committee, e ith e r f u l l  time or s u b s titu te .

We started th is  tour w ith  e ig h t Members but four Members wore ca lle d  back because of other 
commitments that they have. We have been to C o lv i l le  Lake, F o rt Good Hope, Norman W ells , Fort
F ra n k lin , Fort Norman, Tuktoyaktuk and last night we were in In u v ik .

We are here to lis te n  to the concerns and hear comments from residents of Ak lavlk  about housinq,
any and a ll  aspects of housing. We are p r im a r ily  concerned w ith the supply o f housing, the
d e liv e ry  of the housing units and the a llo c a tio n  of those housing u n its  to people w ith in  the
community, but there are other aspects to housing that you may want to  make comments on and we
would welcome hearing those comments. We would welcome hearing any concern you may have about
housing.

We have received in v ita t io n s  to  qo to at least 30 more communities throughout the Northwest 
T e r r ito r ie s .  We intend to make other t r ip s  that w i l l  take us to these communities, s p e c if ic a lly  in 
the area around Great Slave Lake, in the Keewatin and in the K itikm eot Region. We w il l  also be 
doing what may be ca lle d  tue southern part o f the Mackenzie V a lle y ,  Fort Simpson, Nahanni, sm aller- 
places lik e  L ia rd .

A l l  our proceedings are recorded and from those recordings we make tra n s c rip ts  of them. We have 
instantaneous tra n s la tio n  so that you may hear i t  in E n g lish , you may hear i t  in  Loucheux i f  i t  is  
necessary because of Mr, S i t t ic h in l i  and in the In u it  language here with Robert Kuptana from Holman 
Is lan d . We have other Members o f our committee who tra ve l with us, we have two ladies from the 
Eastern A r c t ic ,  Mal 1 i and Erica  and i t  w i l l  not be necessary to use th e ir  tra n s la tio n  services here 
ton ight but they have been with us. We also have our c o -o rd in a to r, Penny Aumond and we have C hris  
who is  our tech n ic ia n , tha t tra v e ls  w ith  us as w e ll.  I want to apologize f i r s t  and foremost fo r 
not having the other Members but i t  was im possible fo r  the other Members to remain, they were 
ca lle d  away because o f other commitments.

I f  you have a comment to make to us, I would ask you to come forward to th is  ta b le , ind icate  your 
name arid then ind icate  your concerns to us. Some of you may have these l i t t l e  re ce ive rs  which 
a llows you to get the t ra n s la t io n . I would ask you i f  you have one, when the meeting is  over to
sim ply leave them on the c h a irs . I t  may be that our tra n s la tio n  in  Loucheux w i l l  be not so much
Instantaneous, i t  may be that there  are words spoken in English and Mr. S i t t ic h in l i  w i l l  deal w ith 
i t  in  Loucheux so i t  rnay be necessary fo r us to slow you down when you make the comments in 
En g lish .

I want to emphasize to you that we are not w ith the Housing C o rpo ra tio n . We do not have any 
answers fo r you regarding any questions or concerns. What we are looking fo r is  to hear those 
concerns from you. We are not w ith  the government. The government is the qroup of M in isters who 
have re s p o n s ib ilit ie s  fo r various departments. We are a qroup of MLAs and we w i l l  make a report to
the Leg is la tu re  in November of our find in gs o f what we have heard and q u ite  p o ss ib ly  we may make
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some recommendations. 8ecause there are 10 o f us at rne time or another in vo lved , I t  means we 
re q u ire  about four more MLAs to make a motion to get the government to do something about 1t. Any 
changes that we deem w i l l  be necessary.

You undoubtedly w i l l  ra ise  some concerns and questions that we w i l l  not make recommendations on 
because they may be local and not general in  nature. In other words we are not going to bat a 
1000, we are not going to s a t is fy  everybody. We hope that w ith  our recommendations c ith e r  now or 
In November or la te r on, that we w i l l  s a t is fy  the m a jo rity  uf people in the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  
about housing problems that are existent

I th ink  i t  is noteworthy because we have heard i t  from other communities, i t  may not have as much 
a p p lica tio n  ton ight but when we had e igh t Members 1n some of the communities, the community people 
ind icated i t  was the f i r s t  time they had ever seen so many MLAs together to l is te n  to concerns. 
You may get a Member or a M in is te r, but ra re ly  do you get a larqe number at a public  meeting and so 
fo r that reason you have the o ppo rtun ity  to speak to us openly and fra n k ly . I know there may be 
some concern of people who may have a reluctance to come forward to say something because they may 
be in  arrears to  the loca l housing association and you may feel a l i t t l e  uncomfortable saying 
th in gs . At the same time the housing association may fee l a l i t t l e  uncomfortable because they are 
responsib le  to the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  in In u v ik . Let me put you at ease on th a t. Nobody is  going to 
take exception to your remarks, least of a l l  not us. And i f  there are people who work with the 
housing association that would lik e  to  ta lk  about the housing association and you think i t  is  a 
common concern, do not be hesitant on that account e ith e r  because i f  anybody does qet any feedback 
of saying something when they work fo r  the housing and they may feel fear in losing a job . I wish 
you would le t  me know, because we w i l l  make sure that you do not lose your job .

With those few remarks, 1 would lik e  to open the meeting. I f  there are comments from other Members 
of th is  committee, 1 would ask them to come forward now. I f  not, then we w i l l  qo and open the 
meeting to you, the c it iz e n s  of Ak lav ik  to t e l l  us your concerns, Mr. Anqottitauruq,

MR. ANGOTTITAURUG: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I t  is  good to be in the communities l is te n in q  to the 
concerns of the people on housing. Our co-chainnan explained everyth ing but I iust wanted to say a 
few th ings . F ir s t  of a l l ,  you have a very good coffee  shop, i t  got me so f u l l  that I am hot now. 
Cheap too, that is  why I got so f u l l .

There are many problems on housing and we would lik e  to hear them. We have already been to a lo t 
of places in the T e r r ito r ie s  and we s t i l l  have quite  a few places to qo y e t. I know how hard i t  is  
to ta lk  about your association  but there are problems in housing, we a ll  know that and we would 
lik e  to hear them and we w i l l  t r y  to do something when i t  is time fo r us to make our re p o rt. That 
is  about a ll 1 have to say and I would lik e  to hear your comments as an MLA and as a Member of the 
Special Committee on Housing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you ve ry  much, Michael. With that then, I w il l  ask anybody to come 
forward and to in d ica te  th e ir  concerns that they may have about housing.

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Chairman, lad ies and gentlemen. My name is Sam Gargan. The Dene communities in 
the Inuvik Region that we have been to , the type of concerns that were expressed by the people went 
a ll the way from the type of renta l scale that should be implemented, the type of houses that they 
would lik e  to see, whether there should be more home-ownership or more pu b lic  housing. Whether 
they should be buying northern ren ta l houses, the ro le s  and re s p o n s ib il it ie s  that' the loca l 
association should have with regard to houses, whether they should leave the re s p o n s ib i l i t y  of the 
design, the contracting  out, under the contro l of the hamlet or band cou n c il. What kind of a ro le  
should the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  p lay as far as the associa tions are concerned, whether i t  should be an 
adm in istra tive  body or ju s t a funding agency. Those are the types of concerns that we would l ik e  
to hear.

As you know the MLA fo r th is  area is Richard Nerysoo, who is  the Leader of the House and c e r ta in ly  
the kinds of concerns that you express here, he w i l l  p re tty  well have to support the committee in 
th e ir recommendations. I would encourage you to come up and voice your concerns so he w i l l  be 
aware of your problems too. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Sam. I know i t  is ooinq to be d i f f i c u l t  but somebody should 
lead i t  o f f .



-  422

MR. CHARLIE F'JRLONG: Good evening. My name Is C h a rlie  Furlong and I represent the Dene/Met1s
Council of A k ia v ik , We b r ie f l y  discussed some concerns that we the council thought should be 
brought up to th is  committee to n ig h t. We would a lso  lik e  to stress th a t our concerns w ith housing 
in A k iav ik  is  not d irected  at the lo ca l housing associa tion  because as well a ll knew they are 
guided by the ru les  of the Housing Corporation and as long as I have known the housing a sso cia tion , 
we have never had any say in changing those ru le s .

One OT tne tm ngs that we discussed was the programs that Housing Corporation has to d e liv e r  to the 
communities. We found that there was ab so lu te ly  no inform ation going out to the p u b lic  other than 
the regiona l Housing Corporation or th e ir  a f f i l ia t e d  housing a sso cia tion s. So we f e l t  that perhaps 
fo r  the Delta  Region, i t  being so fa r from Ye llow knife  where everyth ing  is conducted from, that 
community workshops on housing programs and probably long-term  planning should be done w ith  the 
loca l housing a sso cia tion , the Dene/Metis Council and the hamlet, a l1 in attendance. Because we 
a il at one time have to deal w ith  the type o f housing and the land that is being administered to  
th is  town.

I t  was also f e l t  that the NWT Housing Corporation should reconstruct i t s  board of d ire c to rs  and 
also th e ir  meetings to be more represen ta tive  in the regions concerned. I t  was f e l t  that housing 
is  a socia l problem and with experience w ith  alcohol and drugs, 1t has been experienced by many 
that these kinds of problems cannot be d ea lt with a t a t e r r i t o r ia l  le v e l.  We have always said that 
problems such as housing, alcohol and drugs, is a community problem and should De approached as 
such.

I  know that the NWT Housing Corporation board of d ire c to rs  is  p re tty  w ell unknown. Perhaps the NWT 
Housing Corporation can reconstruct i t s  board so tha t a ll the regions can be p ro p e rly  represented 
and that these board members can Inturn g ive  the inform ation and minutes of th e ir  meetlnqs to the 
regional o f f ic e .

I t  was a lso f e l t  that d e liv e ry  o f the hoine-ownership program should be re g io n a lize d . 
Home-ownership programs that now e x is t are p re tty  well administered to Ye llow kn ife  and the 
communities in th is  area being so far away, we f in d  it  hard to a c tu a lly  work w ith them. I t  was 
f e l t  that home-ownership programs should be de live red  at a reqional basis or at a community basis 
w ith  a local o rgan iza tion  as a p i lo t  p ro je c t .  I t  has been the wish of the Dene/Metis Council that 
a ll through the Mackenzie V a lle y  there are band councils  that do own certa in  nackaqes o f land 
w ith in  the community, that has been set asicie for th e ir use by the Department of Indian A f fa ir s .  
And since land is  always the problem in any housing pro ject in the communities, we f e l t  that band 
coun c ils  that were equipped or f e l t  that they could handle such a p i lo t  p ro ject should be given the 
chance to develop the home-ownership package or whatever type of renovation programs that they have 
on band land. We f e l t  that these programs being implemented e ith er at a reqional leve l or at a
community leve l would be more e ffe c t iv e  than i t  is  now, when i t  is  beinq done through the 
t e r r i t o r ia l  le ve l.

These are the concerns that we f e l t  now e x is t  with the Housing Corporation and as fa r as the local 
housing problems we feel they do not have that much say in what goes on because a ll these p o lic ie s  
are d irected  from the t e r r i t o r ia l  government and its  board, so r e a l ly  our concerns are not aimed at 
them at a l l .  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much, C h a rlie . I f  wonder i f  you do not mind would you 
stay there because we may have some questions to ask of you. I th in k  you lis te d  four th ings . 
There is  very l i t t l e  inform ation about programs coming to people in the community therefore  you are 
suggesting that there should be community workshops set up by e ith er the reaion or d is t r i c t .  You 
talked about the board of d ire c to rs , that they should be re g io n a lly  appointed - -  people do not know 
who is  on i t  so that they may be able to  pass some inform ation on as w e ll.  You were ta lk in g  about 
the d e liv e ry  of homes that i t  should be done re g io n a lly , not throuqh headquarters and that i f  i t  
can be done in a community then the band stand ready to take i t  over.

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: Yes, the band has access to  land w ith in  a lo t  of communities down the
Mackenzie V a lle y , so they are in the best po s ition  to  d e liv e r home-ownership programs. The other 
concern I fo rgo t to mention was the council also recommended that i f  such programs should be 
implemented in to  a community or region tha t people be given the chance to  develoo th e ir  own s ty le  
o f housing and how they want them constructed. I think th is  is something that is  going to be 
requested more and more because o f people th ink ing  more of home-ownership.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCal 1 um): I am not t ry in g  to put words Into your mouth but maybe where they are
located as w e ll?  Not ju s t the design but the loca tion  in a community as w ell?

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG; Yes. Where they are located as w e ll.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do Members of the committee have questions to ask of Mr. Furiong? Mr.
Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Furlong von did ment-inn that the heme ownership program
should be a p i lo t  p ro je c t. What do you mean by that?

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: What I meant by that, is  fo r example, i f  the A k lav lk  Dene/Metis associa tion
were given moneys to develop a home-ownership package, then we would deal d ir e c t ly  w ith  CMHC or the 
NWT Housing Corporation say okay we are going to develop the home-ownership package fo r you over a 
f iv e  year c a p ita l plan or something. This again, i f  1t is  successful is  up to Itow the Dene/Metis 
association conducts tha t plan .

I was with the association fo r  many years before I resigned and too often people would sa^y that 
they had r,o say in the design of the houses, that i t  was a ll prefabed down south and shipped up 
here and they had no say in the m atter. L ike  1 mentioned before, home-ownership is  becoming a 
r e a l i t y  in the North again and I th ink th is  time so that the NWT Housing Corporation does not make 
the same mistakes i t  has In the past that pu b lic  involvement should be there. He, the Dene/Metis 
Council feel that we are ready to develop such a package whereas 10 years ago, I do not th ink  we 
could have done tha t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Okay, so in actual fa c t, i t  does not n ecessa rily  have to be a p i lo t  p ro jec t then,
because in p i lo t  p ro jec ts  i t  could be make or f a i l .  What maybe you are leadina to is  that r ig h t  
now the d is t r ic t  o ff ic e s  are the ones that are responsib le  fo r  the design, type of houses and 
a llo c a tio n  o f houses, the rehab programs and all th a t. What you are saying is  that maybe that 
re s p o n s ib il it y  should be at the loca l le ve l.

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: R igh t now, fo r one home-ownership program to the RRAP program, you make your 
a pp lica tio n  to the loca l housing a sso cia tion , purchase your u n it and then i t  goes to the regional 
leve l and then i t  goes to the t e r r i t o r ia l  le ve l and then you make a ll your payments to the Edmonton 
o f f ic e .  We are dealing w ith  so many o ff ic e s  and a lo t o f people are fru s tra te d  and the 
adm in istration costs fo r  four d iffe re n t  o ff ic e s  adds up over a number of years. We are saying 
b rin g  the money to a more re g io n a lized  level with more contro l end i t  would be less adm in istration 
work and more people would be happy.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Furlong, walking t.hrounh town today, I noticed there
would appear to be two home-ownership houses, I presume under the HAP program, being b u i l t .  Is 
that what is  being b u i l t  in town th is  year?

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: Yes, we nave had the HAP p ro jec t fo r two years now. Like I sa id,
home-ownership is being thought about now by people who fig u re  they can afford  them, do want them.

MR, PEDERSEN: There is  no problem with - -  you have an ample supply of logs here fo r heating, of
course?

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: People have t.o scrounge to qet the logs but i f  they are determined, they can 
get i t  and they are logs a va ilab le  from a number of sawm ills that you can probably get a deal from.

MR. PEDERSEN: Throughout th is  la te s t t r ip  that we have been on in The V a lle y , we c e r ta in ly  have
had representation from ju s t about every community fo r  an increased home-ownership program and some 
form o f enriched HAP program may at th is  staqe seem to  be a demand fo r .
In addition to the new un its under the HAP program o r whatever other program, there has been in 
some communities a lo t of ra lk  of people wanting to  take over e x is t in g  houses and tra n sfe r them 
from the present rental program into  simply buy the houses and take thas over as home-ownership 
houses. Now there are two types of houses, there Is the pub lic  housing un it which the corporation 
at the moment are not allowed to s e ll because of th e ir  f in a n c ia l t ie - in  with CMHC and then there  
are the northern rental houses which they can dispose of as they see f i t .



-  4 2 4  -

Ĩ n o tice  1n the spread sheet we have here, f o r  A k la v lk , you have an amazingly large  number o f those
that can be disposed o f. You have 70 of them. Would that be a p o s s ib i l i t y  fo r A k la v lk , do you
think?

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: The view of the Dene/Metls Band Council is that we have many of these low
ren ta l un its which are now situated on what is  now c a lle d  “Band land" and we as a p ra c tice  have 
always stated that should any in d iv id u a ls  on such band land want to purchase th e ir  low renta l 
houses then the Band would give them a long-term  lease because some of the un its  now a va ilab le  you 
can purchase fo r under $10,000, but then again ine department or Local Government w i l l  soak you fo r 
the land and that ju s t Increases the value o f the house and the whole p ro perty .
So what we are a c tu a lly  o ffe r in g  1s that i f  they can purchase the u n it from the NWT Housing
Corporation, then wo would g ive them a long-term  lease on the land.

MR. PEDERSEN: Mr. Furlong, the reason 1 b r in g  th is  up is  that f iv e  of these old houses are being
rehabed in A k la v ik . Rehabing a house is  n ic e , 1t creates a new house out of an o ld one but 1t does
not g ive  you any increased housing. I t  is a very expensive program. The to ta l cost of rehauing
one o f these o ld houses is  $50,000 and h ighe r, depending on where in the NWT.

I t  has been suggested to us that I t  might be more advantageous to  take the old houses and turn  them 
over as home-ownership at qu ite  a reduced p r ic e  from what you were Just quoting and then tra n sfe r 
the rehab funding in to  construction  of new houses p o ss ib ly  under the HAP program. Would you 
consider that to be reasonable?

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: I always consider any type of proqram that w il l  b en e fit people more and make
them more independent than programs such as the e x is t in g  public housing program. I b e lie ve  we are
ju s t keeping the corporations in existence by creating pub lic  housing.

There was a misunderstanding about the f iv e  houses you have re fe rred  to , with the NWT Housing
Corporation and Department of Local Government in Ye llow kn ife . A couple of years ago, tne Band was
in the same s itu a tio n  where we said we did not want any more rehabs done on band land and r ia h t  now
those units are situated on band land and th e y  are being rehabed. We are having a meeting about
that next week w uh NWT Housing Corporation and Department of Local Government.

MR. PEDERSEN: I do not have any more questions, Mr. Chairman, but I would lik e  to ind icate  to Mr.
Furlong that there is a lo t  of sympathy for your viewpoint on th is  panel.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. M ichael.

MR. ANGQTTITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You mentioned that the NWT Housing Corporation board
should consist from the regions. To me It  seems lik e  you want i f  sort of lik e  the - -  the MLAs are 
from a ll across the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s .  I f  the NWT Housing Corporation board was s im ila r  to
that type but in less numbers, do you think the communities surroundinq those regions would have 
more input in what is going on in the Housing C o rp o ra tio n 's  a c t iv it ie s ?

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: Yes, I s tro n g ly  believe  that they would represent the regions more to th e ir
l ik in g  and the inform ation would aet there. The s itu a tio n  is now that we do not know who the hoard
is  and I b e lie ve  that they are a l l  appointed, correct me I f  I am wrong. We r e a l ly  do not have any 
say in who the board of d ire c to rs  w i l l  be. The Housing Corporation has a large area to cover and 
th is  could be one of the major fa cto rs  to them not developing o r implementing th e ir  programs that 
were planned.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Furlong, one of the reasons why we are t ra v e ll in g  to
communities is  because the e x is t in g  associa tion s and corporation is  not workinq toward the needs of 
the communities. Maybe try in g  to re -s tru c tu re  the e x is t in g  corpora tion  is  not the answer, there 
could be other options to consider. Most of the communities have said that they would l ik e ,  p re tty  
w e ll,  to ta l con tro l over the a llo c a tio n  of houses to fa m ilie s , the type of houses that should be 
b u i l t ,  the design, and the con tracting  out. These are the types of th ings that we have been 
nearing and maybe - -  I do not know i f  I am g e ttin g  the message wronq or not, but I seem to be 
hearing that maybe i t  is  ju s t re -s h u ff l in g  the corporation to  make i t  function better that is  
needed.



MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: On my personal view of the corpo ra tio n , I th ink  as one of the Members stated
today on the rad io  that i t  was sta rted  out as a small committee to look in to  NWT housing but I 
th ink that over the years they developed a cancer which they are having a hard time to find  a cure 
fo r now. So, th is  is  the reason your committee has been formed and that is  why Ĩ am q iv in g  you my 
views on what I th in k  would bette r the corpora tion .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Mr, Furlong, there has been some suggestion that there may be no cure, that i t  has
co be a to ta l amputation.

---La u g h te r

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: Yes. I think tha t was sugqested a few tim es.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): C h a r lie , you can recognize th a t there are r e a l ly  determined viewpoints as 
to  what Is wrong. I would lik e  to make a comment arid then perhaps ask a question. You are the 
f i r s t  person who has come to us w ithout any kind of prodding to suggest that housing is  a concern 
and should be a concern of the community rather than t e r r i t o r ia l  wide. I b e lie ve  1n that m yself, I 
be lieve  that that is  where i t  is  at.

I would like  to ask you a question about leases and the a v a i la b i l i t y  of moneys that may be the re  
fo r  the bu ild in g  of home-ownership under HAP. I have had concerns In my own community about people 
that have the HAP grants want to purchase that land and I know that cause d i f f i c u l t y  and maybe 
causes more d i f f i c u l t y  w ith  the Dene/Metis. These people have a concern that th e ir  house may be 
taken away because they do not own the land and the lease is not a long-term  lease. The same th in g  
occurs with CMHC. CMHC w i l l  not provide funding to any créât extent in d iv id u a lly  with leases. You 
have to have t i t l e .  That is  not to say that the s itu a tio n  may reverse w ith  CMHC where the band 
dealing d ir e c t ly  w ith  i t  because i t  is your land, therefo re  they should have t i t l e  to i t  or 
whatever and then they may make i t  d ir e c t ly  the re . The band members may app ly. That may be the 
answer. I t  is  a concern of people. They have the home-ownership qrant or the SSHAG program that 
preceded, but they do not own the land. A l l  they have is a 20 to  35 year lease. I wonder i f  I 
could ask you to comment on that?

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: That is the reason I stated that the s tru ctu re  of the Housing Corporation be 
set because no two regions are a like  in th in k in g  e ith e r e th n ic a lly ,  by the hamlet or by the band. 
I always believed that the band c o u n c il's  f i r s t  in te res t was i t s  band membership and I b e lie ve  that 
any person that is  going to get into home-ownership, should not sign any papers by him self w ithout 
f i r s t  having a legal opin ion . And I think th is  could be Implemented as one of the pro tections i f  
we sign a lease, maybe not lik e  CMHC, say fo r the l i f e  o f the house or whatever hut somethinq tha t 
they are going to be happy w ith . That does not say that our land is  not to r sale but saying maybe 
that a long-term  lease is  b ette r for the whole membership.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Because the local associa tion  does not have any power or very l i t t l e  
re s p o n s ib il it y ,  would there be any d i f f i c u l t y  in the a llo c a tio n  of un its  in the community or the 
attempt to c o lle c t  rent and to do some maintenance work? I t  has been suggested that in some 
instances in some of the sm aller communities, that i t  may be not ju s t the band who should be 
concerned with the housinq association  but the m u n ic ip a lity  as w e ll.  In other words, a combination 
o f the hamlet and band coming together, i f  the community council is  t r u ly  represen ta tive  of the 
community. And making the association  a committee of the Hamlet so that there would be a greater 
strength because the representation is  not lim ite d  to o n ly  the tenants of the housinq associa tion  
but i t  is  expanded to take in everybody in the community. Would you care to comment on that?

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: That was my reason fo r s ta tin g  e a r l ie r  that housing is  a socia l problem and 
that becomes a community problem, therefore  my b e lie f  is  that th is  problem should be conducted at a 
community level w ith concerned representation from the local associa tion , band and the hamlet. 
They in turn could advise the NWT Housing Corporation that th is  is a concern in the community and 
advisp them what we want. We want to be involved in the planning p a rt. That I can see as a d ire c t 
step towards progress but not the way i t  is now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you v e ry  much, C h a rlie , I appreciate your comments. Are there any 
fu rth e r questions? Mr. Pedersen.
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MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Ak lavlk  has a population of abou. 7Ь0, what percentage of
the population does the baud represent?

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: I would say I t  Is Just, about equal between the Dene/Metls and In u lt .  A k lav lk
is  a very unique place fo r th a t.

MR. PEDERSEN: I re a liz e  you cannot qlve me art exact Figure but of the 70 northern re n ta l u n its ,
approximately how many of those are on hand Umi?

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: I would say about ?4 are p re se n tly  on b a rr i la n d .

MR. PEDERSEN: I th ink we are looking for the best possib le  so lu tio n  to houslnq and I know we are
convinced that there cannot be one so lu tio n  for the NWT, net even one so lution  by region . Some of 
the regions in the East are immensely la rg e .

I f  you set up a housing a u th o rity  in A k la v ik , ra ther than a housing associa tion , tha t was comprised 
o f the band and the hamlet c o u n c il, would It make any sense to block transfer those 70 houses to 
that, housing a u th o r ity  as ownership and put the to ta l re s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r those houses into the 
hands o f them as well as fu tu re  housing?

MR, CHARLIE FURLONG: Do yon mean a housing a u tho rity  as an appointed body? Is th a t s im ila r  to the 
housing a u th o rity  that they have In Hay R iver which Is elected from the tenants? My understanding 
o f a housing a u th o r ity  is that i t  is  an appointed body.

MR. PEDERSEN: Lets c e ll i t  a housing body then, comprised of Members from the bend council and the
hamlet co u n c il. I am try in g  to get a method whe^e a block of un its could be transfe rred  and the 
re s p o n s ib il ity  fo r fu tu re  un its under something akin to the HAP could be tra n sfe rred  to the 
community because of the man problems to the community rather than to the in d iv id u a ls  could be 
administered by the community.

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: 1 would lik e  to see something lik e  that set up, but again like  1 sa id , who
should know the problems more than the tenants themselves. The houslnq associations 1n any 
community are stuck with rent c o lle c t io n s , a llo ca tin g  o f un its  and the qeneral maintenance which 
keeps them very busy. I f  the committee is gpinq to make recommendations to the housing 1n 
Ye llow kn ife  It  is  that on planning these un its and planning the o ve ra ll development of housing fo r 
1986-87, there, Ĩ would lik e  to see the concerned groups in a community Invo lved . Not on ly Just 
the  regions t e l l in g  the housing associa tions "Okay, these look lik e  qood lo ts ,  w e 'l l  put x number 
o f public housing on th e re ". Vou know, maybe the hamlet, the hand or mn. ' i  the housing associa tion  
themselves would lik e  to argue with the ir d ecis io n s .

I would l ik e  to see the planning and develoDment of housing done in each community. Not the way i t  
Is  done now, where i t  is a l l  pre-planned in  Yellow knife and the regions are Just qoirn along w ith  
what land is a va ila b le  to them.

MR. PEDERSEN: Your concern then is  a lo t  more w ith  the houses that are going to be here tomorrow
rather than the ones of yesterday?

MR. CHARLIE FURLONG: W ell, we cannot step on the mistakes that have been made. It. is  now a
landmark across the North.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): 1 want to thank you very much, C h a r lie , fo r your very  candid comments.

MR. ANDREW O'NEILL: Good evening. My name is Andrew O 'N e ill  and I am the secretary-manager of the 
housing associa tion . The f i r s t  th in g  I would lik e  to ta lk  about is funding frem the government. 
Twenty Weber un its  were b u ilt  here and you w i l l  probably see fo r  yourselves that they are ju s t  In a 
shambles and whoever passed the inspection on them should not be in the job they are in because the 
roo fs  are caving in and they are not that old. So b a s ic a lly  th is  is  one of our f i r s t  problems 
because we are given such l i t t l e  funding to maintain these u n its .

The second th ing , is  a negative response we get Ira n  the corporation regarding programs fo r  people 
such as the purchase of northern re n ta ls . People have been w a iting two to three years for the 
purchase of these u n its  and every time we c a ll In u v ik , they t e l l '  us to c a ll Ye llow knife  and 
Ye llow kn ife  does not seem to know what is  going on e ith e r . So, we have to go back to the people 
and te ll them to keep w a itin g . Some Deople have been w a iting  fo r three years and then the 
government te l ls  me to encourage people to buy these un its  but when i t  takes three years o r more to 
purchase such a u n it , i t  is very d iscou rag ing .

» am

" _________ ^
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CHAIRMAN (Mr, M cCallu m ): I  am sure someone w il l  ra is e  the a u e s t.in n  hut j n « t  to n o t  I t  s t ra ig h t ,
you have been to ld  by the d is t r ic t  o f f ic e  tha t people cannot buy northern ren ta ls?  ’

MR, ANDREW O 'NEILL: They can buy them. They encourage people to buy them but 1t is  the length o f 
time 1t takes to  purchase them. They can apply fo r  them but I t  takes up to  two to  three years 
before the app lica tio n  1s approved.

CHAIRMAN (n r. McCallum): Thank you, Mr. O 'N e i l l .  Do you have other comments.

MR. ANDREW O'NEILL: I fe e l that the technica l advisers in  Inuvlk are not doing th e ir  job
p ro p e rly . For example, I got a telephone c a ll  two months ago regard ing an emergency rep a ir program 
that we had funding fo r and I was advised by the techn ica l adviser not to bother with 1t because 1t 
does not do that much to the u n it. I was to ld  that the $7000 a va ila b le  was not enough, so he tr ie d  
to ta lk  me out o f taking th is  funding. I fe e l that 1s insane, to say the le a s t, because some o f
the un its  could use the money because they are not up to e le c tr ic a l standard.

Another th ing  is  the lim ite d  money we have a va ilab le  to us. The corpora tion  in turn t e l l  us
b a s ic a lly  where to buy our m ateria ls and I got in trou b le  one time fo r  g e ttin g  m ateria ls cheaper 
than from the supp lie r they to ld  me to  get them from and i t  was fa r superior m aterial that I got as 
w e ll.  I got a memo t e l l in g  me I should get my m ateria ls from such and such a place because they 
have an agreement with th is  company and yet i t  might be 30 per cent higher. I b a s ic a lly  fee l we 
should get more o f a p o s it iv e  response from them ra ther than com pletely negative a ll the time.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are you g e ttin g  that advice from the regional d is t r ic t  o ffic e ?

MR. ANDREW O 'NEILL: Yes, from Inuv ik .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Questions? Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Mr. O 'N e i l l ,  have there been any of the northern renta l houses sold, and i f  so, how 
many?

MR. ANDREW O'NEILL: There has been q u ite  a few applied fo r but we are s t i l l  waiting fo r approval
from Ye llow knife .

MR. PEDERSEN: There have been none sold  and turned over?

MR. ANDREW O'NEILL: I b e lie ve  there may have been one or two but I would say that there  have been 
about 10 app lica tions and some people have waited three years . I have phoned Inuvik and 
Ye llow knife  and they keep re fe rr in g  me back lik e  a c ir c le .  People are ge ttin g  more and more 
discouraged and the un its are ge ttin g  o lder and more run down.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): And i f  they are rehabed, you cannot s e ll them?

MR. ANDREW O 'NEILL: That is  r ig h t .

MR. PEDERSEN: Mr. Chairman, I want to  get something on the record here, you and I looked at i t
today and i t  is regarding the rehabed houses. When they get rehabed, you cannot sell them, th is  is  
true and they do make a b e tte r house. The rehabing is  often ju s t i f ie d  to make the houses more
energy e ff ic ie n t  and yet when we checked them over today, we found that on one end wall there w i l l
be one and a ha lf inch o f f ib re g la ss  in s u la tio n  applied on the outside which has an R ra tin a  o f 6.7 
and th a t is i t .  There is  nothing e lse in i t .  We also find  that they are handing a sewaqe tank
underneath the b u ild ing  and the ju s t if ic a t io n  to  do i t  is to a larqe extent enerqy saving. To hann
a sewage tank underneath the b u ild ing  and then stick  a 220 v o lt  e le c t r ic  i,eater to keep the s tu ff  
from free z in g  does not appear to be too energy e f f ic ie n t .

That in  combination with the fa ct that i t  does not create any new housing un its  may be the reason 
that i t  is prompting people to suggest that programs should be looked at and p o ss ib ly  the money 
transferred to some house creatina  program. I ju s t wanted to get the two po ints of the in su la tio n  
and the tanks on record.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What we are saying, Mr. O 'N e i l l ,  is  that on the Ins ide  they have put new
tw o -by-fou r studs and sim ply put a vapor b a rr ie r  over the f ro n t ,  when they could have put at least
three and a h a lf Inches more o f in su la tio n  1n 1t. Granted 1t 1s expensive but i f  you qo around the
T e r r ito r ie s  as we have, there 1s Insu la tio n  h e ll west and crooked a ll over the place.

MR. ANDREW O 'N EILL: Who 1s I t  that does the designs on these b u ild in gs?

MR. PEDERSEN: The Housing Corporation in-house design se c tio n .

MR. ANDREW O 'NEILL: These Weber units would not even pass an Inspection 1n C a lifo rn ia .

- -L a u g h te r

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. O 'N e i l l ,  do you feel that there should be more money
spent on rehabing or more new units?

MR. ANDREW O 'NEILL: I fe e l i f  they designed a bette r house, more energy e f f ic ie n t ,  i t  would save
them money in the long run but they ju s t  keep adding on. For instance, next year I  am sure they
are going to f in d  fa u lt  w ith  these rehabs, they may be good fo r one year and then the next year the 
same problems are going to a ris e  again.

MR. GARGAN: So they should be going more toward the construction  of new houses.

MR. ANDREW O 'NEILL: Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. O 'N e i l l ,  i f  an in d iv idua l was to purchase that u n it before th is  rehab
goes on —  because the rehab 1s expensive, I dare say the cost of the rehab of those un its  must be 
$45,000 - -  1f an in d iv id u a l who purchased that northern renta l were able to purchase h is m ateria ls 
1n the manner that you suqgest, not being to ld  where but maybe given some advice as to where to get 
I t ,  and that in d iv id u a l given a grant by the government, e ith e r p a r t ia l ly  or t o t a l ly  repayable to 
about $15,000 to $20,000, I am sure the  ind iv idua l could do a better job  of i t  and at least would 
know where h1s problems would be. Would you want to comment on that?

MR. ANDREW O 'NEILL: When the un it gets rehabed i t  cannot be sold to the tenant. The corporation 
has made that q u ite  c le a r. I feel th e y  are spending so much on rehabing these Weber u n its . Why 
don't they make newer houses and b e tte r houses rather than spend a ll that money rehabing every 
year?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): How would you feel i f  there was a recommendation tha t even though the
northern renta ls are rehabed th a t they should be put up fo r  sale?

MR. ANDREW O'NEILL: That is  a good idea.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): On another m atter, what is  the track record in  rent c o lle c t io n ?  What 1s
the to ta l amount that you pick up in a month?

MR. ANDREW O 'NEILL: R ight now, we are c o lle c t in g  more than what we are assessed. That does not
mean that there is  nobody in a rrears. What it. means is we are c o lle c t in g  past a rrea rs . The to ta l 
amount in a month is  roughly $16,000.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you v e ry  much, Mr. O 'N e i l l .  I f  you should have fu rth e r comments
la te r on please do not hesita te  to come up again. Are there any fu rth e r comments that people would 
lik e  to make? We w i l l  take a short coffee  break.

— SHORT RECESS
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Now that we have had a break, are there any concerns th a t .you would l ik e
to comment on? Annie.

MS ANNIE GORDON: My name 1c Annie Cordon. Ĩ woo’ d lik e  to ask liie  ылии i l  Lee why they did not come 
around to  look at the houses before we had this meeting and then I th ink they would know what our 
complaints are? I would lik e  to now in v ite  you to  come and see our houses a fte r the meeting i f  you 
have time. I do not th ink I am the on ly one that has complaints about the houses we are l iv in g  1n.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What kind of complaints?

MS ANNIE GORDON: In the springtim e they changed the in s u la tio n  and t i le s  and s t i l l  h a lf  of the
c e ll in g  is  fa l l in g  down. In some of the houses they have put plywood on the c e il in g  and we have 
water d ripp in g  a ll over the p lace. The t i l e s  on the f lo o r  are breaking up because of the s h if t in g  
o f the houses. This is  rhy I fee l the committee should have come around to  see the houses before 
the  meeting so then they would know what we are ta lk in g  about.

I have fo rgo tten  how many years i t  has been since they have been t e l l in g  us they are going to f i x  
the houses and they never do. They te l l  us they do not have money to f i x  these houses. Í  an not 
blaming the housing here, I do not think i t  is th e ir  fa u lt .  When they started  b u ild in g  houses they
should have done a good job in the f i r s t  place and saved themselves a lo t o f money.

With the c e il in g s  fa l l in g  down the way i t  is ,  in the w intertim e we turn our thermostat up as h igh
as i t  w i l l  go and where does a ll  th is  heat go? I t  is going r ig h t  out of the house. The sewage
tanks freeze up in the w in tertim e.

So, I am asking you people i f  you have time would you please come around and v is i t  ju s t to  see and 
1f you do have a camera, b ring  i t  so you w i l l  have something fo r pro of.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Okay, Annie, we w i l l .  Before we leave town we w i l l  go down and see your
house and Sara's house. We have our a u th o rity  on Weber Homes, Mr. Pedersen, who would l ik e  to ask 
you a question.

MR. PEDERSEN: Mr. Chairman, I th ink I have asked a ll the questions about Webers that I want to
ask. On th is  whole t r ip  we have been on, the word "Weber" has been a d i r t y  word. They were a 
te r r ib le  m istake, the inspection should never have been passed and the plans should never have been 
passed and i t  is now u n fortu na te ly a mistake that we now a ll  have to l iv e  w ith . There was an awful 
lo t  of them b u i l t  r ig h t  across the T e r r i to r ie s .

They are being fixe d  up in some places where they are pu ttin a  com pletely new ro o fs  on from the 
outside and that seems to f i x  them up some and i t  is very expensive but i t  s t i l l  does not do 
anything fo r the w alls or f lo o rs .  Mr. Chairman, I r e a l ly  have no questions on i t  but we w i l l  come 
down and photograph i t  again.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Annie, have you s t i l l  got that pet mouse?

MS ANNIE GORDON: No, I got r id  of i t .

— Laughter

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): M ichael.

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. As you said the house leaks and you have to turn the 
thermostat up in the w inter and i t  loses heat. We a ll know that fue l costs a lo t in  the NWT. I f  
these houses were more heat e f f ic ie n t  and heat was not lo s t through the cracks, windows or whatever 
and i f  they were saving a few d o lla rs  on fu e l a ll across the T e r r ito r ie s ,  do you th ink tha t there 
would be more money to qo around to build  new houses?

MS ANNIE GORDON: Sure. I f  they b u ilt  the houses r ig h t  they would c e r ta in ly  save money on fu e l.
You w il l  see fo r yo u rse lf why we have to have the furnaces turned up so high.

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: My question was i f  they were saving fu e l,  do you think they could b u ild  a few 
more houses?

MS A N N I E  G O R D O N : Y e s ,  w h i c h  o f  c o u r s e  we n e e d  i n  s o m e  c o m m u n i t i e s .
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Annie, thank you very much fo r  your comments. We w i l l  make 1t a point to 
take a look at the u n its  before we leave.

MS ANNIE GORDON: Thank you. I ' l l  be w a itin g  outside the door.

— Laughter

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any more comments?

MR. JIM EDWARD SITTICHINLI : Mr. McCallum, and the re st of you gentlemen here, we are v e ry  happy to
see you because of the problems we have here 1n A k la v lk . Everyone of us 1n A k lav lk  has concerns
about housing. My daughter ju s t to ld  you about her house g e ttin g  1cy on the ro o f. I have the same 
kind o f house and i t  is  the same way. They work on th a t house every ye a r, they change the 
in s u la t io n , they put up plywood, they t i l e  1t, but 1t ra in s  so bad tha t the t i l in g  ju s t  comes 
down. R igh t now, I have a plywood c e llin g  but no in s u la t io n , the In su la tio n  got wet so they threw
i t  out. I was going to d ry i t  and t r y  to  save 1t and use i t  again but the housing came along and
took i t  a ll away. That is  one of the concerns I have about my house.

I came to  A k lav lk  In 1929. In those days the government did not bu ild  us houses, we did not know
anything about o il stoves. We burned wood and we b u i l t  our own log houses. I used to go out 1n 
the  summer and cut logs along the r iv e r  and bring I t  back w ith  a k ic k e r. In those days we had no 
t ra c to rs . I was lucky because there  was an o ld man here that had a couple of horses and they 
hauled a l l  my logs up fo r me. I t  did not cost me anything. I drove those horses m yself to haul
logs to bu ild  my house. In those days we did not get plywood, we got lumber so my house had a
lumber roo f and f lo o r in g . I never had no problems w ith  the house I b u i l t .

Since the government sta rted  b u ild in g  our houses, g iv in g  us o il  to burn, they a ive  us everything 
tha t we need, I get an o ld age pension now so I do not pay too much re n t, but s t i l l  i t  costs the 
housing people a lo t  o f money to run my house. The b u ild in g s  that we have now 1s not l ik e  before, 
even the doors are not the r ig h t kind of doors. The outside doors are more l ik e  p la s t ic  and the 
in s id e  doors are lik e  wallboard and when you bang i t ,  i t  breaks. The windows too are very p o o rly  
made.

When a person rents a house we cannot even build  a porch and l iv in g  in the Northwest T e r r ito r ie s  
a l l  houses need a porch otherwise a ll  the cold w i l l  come in through the door. That is h a lf of the 
problem, that too much a ir  is coming into a warm house and tha t makes steam and goes to the c e il in g  
and makes ice up there.

I do not have to say too much because what Charlie  has said before is  r ig h t  on. He has spoken fo r 
everybody that has housing problems in A k la v ik .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I would lik e  to ask a question before the o thers . Where did The Bay, the
p r ie s t 's  home, and ce rta in  other homes around here, where d id  they get the sh ip lap to bu ild  these 
o ld  homes? I believe  there use to be a portable  sawmill around here, is that r iq h t .

MR. JIM EDWARD S ITTICH IN LI: Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Those are f a i r l y  old homes around and they have done some work on them
but those homes are p re t ty  nice homes, energy wise and everyth ing . I t  seems to me somewhere along 
the lin e  that somebody lo s t out on i t  because i f  those homes have lasted th is  long. A ll o f a
sudden somebody comes in with a b r i l l i a n t  and wonderful idea that they w i l l  put in th is  Weber 
Homes. As C harlie  has sa id , we cannot undo what has gone on in the past but s u re ly  i f  the lumber 
is  here, and I have seen here tha t somebody has picked up the d r i f t  loas and is  b u ild in g  a log 
house. I guess i t  makes one wonder why somebody had to come in and do a ll these things because i t  
c e r ta in ly  has not been an improvement. Seeiny is b e lie v in g  and in v a ria b ly  when I "come to th is  
community I am always amazed at seeing sh ip lap hi is that r e a l ly  look s o lid  and are nice homes. I 
wonder why we are going around and try in g  to have the government come in and b u ild  homes. S ure ly  
somewhere along the lin e  the government has got to be a'ble to l is te n  to people in a community and 
say I f  you do not b e lie ve  that these are good homes in here, w e 'll  show you and never mind coming 
in with a l l  these new and wonderful and weird ideas about new homes".

I t  always amazes me when I come to  Aklavik and see that there is  no portable  sawmill around the 
area. I t  would generate employment in the community. You may have to qo to get logs but the loos 
can be taken in . '



MR. JIM EDWARD SITTICHINLI : When Inuv ik  was moved, th ey said everybody had to move but a lo t  of 
people did not want to move but s t i l l  they tore down a lo t  of pood b u ild in g s . A fte r  the government 
saw that the people did not want to move they started b u ild in g 'u p  houses. In the f i r s t  place, they 
never did ask people what kind o f m ateria l they wanted. They picked i t  out themselves and what you 
see is what we got.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do any of the Members have comments or questions? Michael.

MR. ANGOTTITAURUQ: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would l ik e  to make a comment to what the  gentleman 
is  saying, I think he is try in g  to say that the government came around when the o r ig in a l people 
were in settlements l ik e  Ak lavlk  and these o riq in a l people were th e ir  own designers o f the houses 
they live d  in ,  and they did not g ive  them a chance on planning these new houses."

At f i r s t  these new houses were b ea u tifu l but then they started ro tt in g  or something and now they 
cannot even g iv e  people money to b u ild  th e ir  own houses. They do not le t  them do re p a irs  on th e ir  
own and yet 1t is the people that know e xa c tly  what has to be done. So, I think what you are 
saying is  that the loca l people in the communities should have input on the design and type of wood 
and kind of in s u la tio n  that has to be used.

MR. JIM EDWARD SI1TICHINLI: I was to  Good Hope a few years ago and the government bu ild  the houses 
up there too. I t  is e xa c tly  the same kind of b u ild in g s  there as here and the people there are not 
happy e ith e r . The people there asked i f  they could haul logs and they b u i l t  houses w ith  log w a lls  
and then they get help fo r m ateria ls  to f in is h  the house from the government. Those houses are 
good. I have seen them. I have asked the people i f  they have problems and they have to ld  me they 
do not because i t  is the way they want 1t. Here, the government bu ilds us a house and maybp i t  is 
good fo r one year but then the problems s ta r t .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Perhaps we should have done more than ju s t p i lo t  p ro jec ts  in two 
communities and then i t  would have been shown that people in the community could do the work and 
would be happy with what they had done. Would anyone e lse  lik e  to make a comment? Ms I r is h .

MS SARAH IRISH: My name is Sarah Ir is h  and I would l ik e  to ta lk  about the problems I have in  my 
house. M ainly that the sewage keeps feezing up. Workorders have gone in to  have i t  repa ired . The 
who e tank was frozen and they had to drag i t  down the road, thaw i t  out and they put i t  in a box 
beside the house instead of underneath the house like  i t  was before. I had to take water out w ith  
a bucket. When they did come and f i x  the sewaqe, they cu t a hole in the washroom and a hole where 
the water dra ins out. To th is  date the tank is s t i l l  outside  and the holes are s t i l l  in the f lo o r .

A lso  they are forever taking the in su la tio n  out of the c e ilin q  and then they put i t  back and thp 
same th ing occurs year a fte r year. I would th ink  that they could design bette r houses for the 
North. We would lik e  to bu ild  our own home and have applied but I would also lik e  to see us qet 
more inform ation on the kinds of houses we can b u ild .

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You were turned down then, is that r ig h t  Sarah?

MS SARAH IRISH: Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anybody have fu rth e r questions? Thank you very much, Sarah. We 
appreciate your comments. I c e r ta in ly  appreciate your coming out and I know that i t  does become 
d i r n c u l t  a fte r te l l in g  so many people so many times about what is  wrong w ith  the housinq and s t i l l  
nothing has been done. Save to qo through those Weber homes and replace the in s u la tio n  without 
doing anything about the roof and having i t  fa l l  down and putting i t  back up, e tc.

P erso n a lly , I th ink that th is  community, to a great e x te n t, more than a lo t  of communities in The 
v a lle y  and in the D e lta , have c la s s ic  examples o f homes that do work. They have stood the  test of 
tune, they have been here. Of a ll communities that government should have learned from as to how 
housing should have been b u ilt  because they have been here, whether they were o riq in a l homes or 
whether they were homes of people who came here years ago. I th in k , pe rso na lly , that I  would l ik e  
to see is  to have that tattooed in to  the minds o f the people of the government that what has worked 
in Ak iavik  should be what can work in the fu tu re . Not to keep qoing and puttinq  in  new and 
d iffe re n t  designs.
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Though we had few of you come forward to  speak of the concerns, I want you to know that we do 
appreciate those concerns. We w i l l  be making recommendations 1n November on certa in  things we 
b e lie ve  can occur. And the reason why we want t.n do that because we can e ffe c t the budget fo r  
next ye a r. I f  we w ait u n t i l  March, 1t' 1s going to  be the fo llo w in g  year* and tha t” Is  the reason why 
we are t r y in g  to get something concrete, so that we can r e a l ly  make some hard-nosed recommendations 
In  November and have the government switch some o f i t s  p r io r i t ie s .  Because housing 1s a comnunlty 
concern then again have the government recogn ize  that as much as education I s ,  social se rv ice  Is ,  
so also Is  housing because people have a r ig h t  to  a home and not ju s t  a sh e lte r which 1s what has 
occurred. I th ink I  speak fo r the Members and fo r the Members who are not here, that we be lieve  
th a t, tha t people have a r ig h t  to a home because I th ink there Is a d is t in c t  d iffe rence  and here Is  
a community where you car r e a l ly  see where people may have a sh e lte r but they do not have a home. 
In a ll meanings of the word "home", they do not have any Input In to  11, they cannot do anything to  
Improve 1t and 1t 1s la id  on them and 1t i s  not th e ir  own.

That 1s what we are t r y in g  to do. I f  we do not have the answers to  the questions that you pose to 
us, I hope that you w il l  appreciate what we are doing here in  the ra tio n a le  fo r  being here In the 
f i r s t  place and that 1s to  hear those concerns. To go and see 1 t, and 1n the case of some of our 
Members, 1t is  the f i r s t  time they have been to the West. Conversely, when we went to B a ffin , i t  
was the f i r s t  time fo r  some of our Members to go to the B a ffin  and appreciate what they have. That 
Is  the reason fo r going around and lis te n in g  and seeing. What we are t ry in g  to do Is to  make you 
re a liz e  that we are Indeed serious about our re s p o n s ib il it y  and that we f u l l y  Intend to do 
something. We may not do i t  a l l ,  but I can assure you th a t th is  report w i l l  not stop at ju s t  
having a report made. That we intend to do something and tha t is why we want 1t done f a s t ,  1n time 
to  do something about the budgets because we have approxim ately three years le f t  in our mandate and 
we want to get something done th is  coming year.

On behalf of the Members here and our s t a f f ,  I would lik e  to say thank you ve ry  much fo r belnq 
coming o u t. We s in ce re ly  thank you fo r the h o s p ita l it y .  Thank you and good n ig h t.

— ADJOURNMENT
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