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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING

FORT SIMPSON, MONDAY. AUGUST 13. 1984

MEETING WITH SHARON MOORE

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Okay, we really do not have anything to say at this time. We are going to 
meet with the band council and have a public hearing tonight at 7:00 p.m. Go ahead, Ms Moore and 
we may have some questions later on.

MS SHARON MOORE: To start off, I will just tell you why we do not have a board. The major reason,
of course, 1s because we do not have enough tenants who have no arrears, and our by-laws state that 
you cannot have any arrears before you can sit on the board. We have about five right now, and out 
of those five, there 1s only one that 1s Interested in sitting on the board. We had a board 
previously that was made up of part tenants and part community, but a lot of those people have lost 
Interest. It Is hard to get a board together, so the corporation decided that perhaps, until we 
get some more Interest, or generate a few more dollars from the tenants, that we will leave it 
without a board. So, I just work right under the corporation in the Hay River district.

I have been with the housing association here, just over a year now. I have been In Simpson for 
two years, and nothing really great, as far as big changes, have occured, other than that I have 
started a re-education program with the tenants, as far as getting them to pay their rent every 
month. They are a good bunch of tenants, there Is no doubt about that, they just had to be told, 
but they are doing very well.

Our arrears here are very high. We have quite a few tenants with very, very high arrears. They
have barely ever paid rent, they were never asked to In the past. We are bringing 1t down little
by little. We do_not ask for much, if they pay their rent and a few extra dollars In arrears, we
are happy. That Is all we can ask, because it Is the associations fault for not pressing 1t In the
past.

The majority of the houses are 1n, what I consider to be, poor shape. They need a lot of work, and 
the dollars are not there for a lot of the work, but we will work away at it until we get them back 
Into good shape. Basically that is it as far as the housing association goes.

We do a lot of the corporation business out of the office as well. Whenever people have questions
or needs, we take the messages and help them where we can. That is about It.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): You were talking about the by-laws and the arrears. Do you think that It 
Is a good idea not to have a board, because they owe so much money? Maybe the by-law can be 
changed.

MS SHARON MOORE: So that It does not matter it they have arrears or not?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Yes.

MS SHARON MOORE: I think where the problem would arise In that Is, is that If someone has arrears
and we are enforcing for payment of rent, whether it is one months arrears or more, it puts that
person in a pretty tough position to, say enforce on this person to pay their arrears when they
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themselves have arrears. I think that It would have to be worded In such an effect, that they 
cannot have arrears within the last, say, six months. I think that we would still have a problem 
getting seven people, because not too many people are really too Interested, because they have to 
make some reasonably heavy decisions. If somebody 1s going to be evicted because they have been 
wrecking the house, or not paying their rent, or something like this, they do not want to be 
Involved In those kinds of decisions, because they are local *n<j they they have to live here in 
town, m a l  is t'ne major problem that I found. Even 1n Just getting local coimiunlty members. The 
other thing 1s, they could never seem to find the time to attend the meetings, and it 1s hard to 
get a quorum together, that sort of thing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCE: You said that there 1s only about five tenants with no arrears, a zero balance. Is 
that correct!

MS SHARON MOORE: That 1s correct. There 1s only five tenants with a zero balance, and all of the 
rest have arrears. Most of them, I would say that the average arrears Is probably about $1500.

MRS. LAWRENCE: How do you get paid, what arrangement was made? The agreement that has to be
signed with the local, Is that done with the band or with the town council?

MS SHARON MOORE: The actual agreement for the housing association is a contract with the Housing
Corporation.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Is 1t done under the band council?

MS SHARON MOORE: No, It is directly, the housing association is a society on Its own. It has no
affiliations with the local groups.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Not even with the band or village council?

MS SHARON MOORE: No, the band sat on our board previously, that was all.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I thought to have a society you have to have people.

MS SHARON MOORE: Each one of our tenants Is a member of the society. They are members by virtue
of being rent payers. They are actually the only membership.

MRS. LAWRENCE: You are employed out of that agreement, 1s that right?

MS SHARON MOORE: That Is right.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Red.

MR. PEDERSEN: What Is your monthly rent assessment In total dollars?

MS SHARON MOORE: Right at the moment, I think 1t is about $3500 to $3800. That Is lust off the 
top of my head.

MR. PEDERSEN: So you are averaging just under $100 per house?

MS SHARON MOORE: Yes, with 35 units.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: You mentioned that you were having problems because most of the people could not pay 
their rents, so they cannot be on the board. The committee Is here to recommend changes to the 
corporation as well as to the housing authority. If there were to be changes made, what kind of 
changes would you like to see.

MS SHARON MOORE: In that particular by-law 1n order to get board members, or just In general?
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MR. GARGAN: Yes 1n general. You are In a situation where you are caught between the Housing
Corporation and the tenants 1n that you are doing all of the work that the corporation Is asking 
you to do, and at the same time trying to deal with the problems of the tenants. So, you are sort 
of caught In between. If you were to see changes made to the Houslnq Corporation. wh*t kind of 
changes would you like to see?

MS SHARON MOORE: At the present time, I do not have a lot of problems with the Housing
Corporation. Even though I am on my own here and I go to them for a lot of direction, they are
very prompt with giving me direction, and they stand behind everything that they say. If they say
that this Is the policy then that Is the way that It 1s and they are very reasonable. For example, 
In collection of arrears, 1t could have been to the point of the way that the lease agreement 
reads, we could have asked for total payment of arrears. It was strictly on my suggestion that 
they do not go for full collection you just try and get the people to pay their monthly rent and
anywhere up to five dollars a month extra on their arrears, they are quite willing to go with
that. As far as power arrears goes and stuff like that, they are willing to go with whatever I do 
with the collection of those, rather than evict tenants or just be nasty. The Housing Corporation 
1s really good and they are quick with their direction t;ick. So, I do not have a lot of problems 
in that direction where I would like to see change.

MR. GARGAN: Has this happened just recently? You have been working with the corporation for a
year now, so has It been that flexible since you started?

MS SHARON MOORE: I have never had any problems with Ha ■ River. When I first came they were just
undergoing some change, apparently they had a new comp* oiler brought into Hay River. There was
bookkeeping problems as far as keeping the records, the vay that they were done, but that has been 
changed and 1t Is a lot easier at this end. I had a board up until February or March of this
year. They pretty well went with whatever the board would suggest. Because the people on the
local level know what is going on and know what is best, I have never had any problems in that
direction, particular with Hay River because that is the only one that I do any work with.

I have, of course, probably the same complaint that every other housing association has, and that 
Is that my budget is not big enough, and I had to cut one person off my payroll this year because 
of It. But we are making do. It is tight this year and because of it we cannot do a lot of fixing 
up of the houses that we would like to do. But hopefully, things will change and maybe next year
we will get luckier. That is one area that I would like to see some change in, In getting more
money for the housing and maybe some more units.

Maintenance 1s also a big cost. Right now the houses a e etting old and a lot of the things are 
breaking down. We have a lot of hot water tanks for example, that does not sound like a big item, 
but when you have about 10 or 11 that go In in one year and you are not budgeted for any of them, 
It hurts. We have a lot of floors that actually have to be replaced.

MR. GARGAN: I would like to speak about the hot water tanks too, but I would just like to ask one
question before I do. How many applications do you actually have now?

MS SHARON MOORE: I have about 16 applications right now.

MR. GARGAN: Is that just for public houses?

MS SHARON MOORE: That 1s just for low rentals.

MR. GARGAN: How about the HAP program?

MS SHARON MOORE: The HAP program, they are going to start taking applications again fairly
shortly. I would presume that there will be quite a few for that as well.

MR. GARGAN: Is that under you?

MS SHARON MOORE: I just take the applications 1n. I send them to Hay River but I do not have
anything to do with that.

MR. GARGAN: You said that you were having problems with hot water. Has an electrician ever gone 
to these houses to check the thermostat that is built into the hot water tanks? I think that the 
maximum Is about 180 degrees that it could go up to. Do they put it down at all?
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MS SHARON MOORE: The problem with that Is, Is that the tenant can reset 1t If they want. It 1s an 
external thermostat, It Is not Inside the tank and 1t can be adjusted by whoever wants to. I would 
like to see It down and then some of the power bills will not be so high, because they are fairly 
enormous.

MR. GARGAN: Well, 100 to 120 1s about right.

MS SHARON MOORE: That Is very cheap. I do not thing that there Is a house that goes that cheap 
here.

MR. GARGAN: I mean the temperature.

MS SHARON MOORE: Oh, the temperature, yes, just so that Is Just below boiling. Unfortunately some 
of the tenants like 1t hotter. Some of them never touch It, sometimes 1t Is the kids fooling 
around with 1t, because It 1s available to anybody In the house, It Is not blocked off of anything 
like that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Ptidluk): Red.

MR. PEDERSEN: I would just like to clarify this hot water. Is that hot water heating or hot water
tanks?

MS SHARON MOORE: Hot water tanks. The heating here Is all forced air, oil burning.

MR. PEOERSEN: You said that you have 10 or 11 per year. The northern rental units listed here 1s
30. Do you have running water 1n your northern rental units?

MS SHARON MOORE: Yes, all of the units here have running water.

MR. PEDERSEN: That 1s certainly different from anywhere else. Northern rental units are not
equipped with that normally.

MS SHARON MOORE: Oh, Is that right? Well, these ones here are.

MR. PEDERSEN: Have you had any evictions since you have been In this position?

MS SHARON MOORE: No, but there Is one right 1n the courts.

MR. PEDERSEN: The reason for the one that Is in the courts, Is that because of arrears?

MS SHARON MOORE: That was actually started by the board before the boards term came up and 1t was
due to arrears parti cal ly. She had some $3000 1n arrears plus just some general wrecking of the
house. It has been to court once and she has been given all kinds of chances, letters and talking 
and even 1n the courts there has been a lot of work done on 1t and unfortunately, I think that the 
next time It goes to court It will go for an eviction.

MR. PEDERSEN: Under your staffing of the housing association, on the sheet that we have, there Is
nothing listed for maintenance. Do you have a maintenance person?

MS SHARON MOORE: Yes, we have one maintenance person full time.

MR. GARGAN: You were saying something about the courts, as far as not collecting that $3,000, Is 
it costing more to take that person to court?

MS SHARON MOORE: Well, I think that the thing Is that the house Is really —  I am not pushing the 
rent, as foi as the rent being collected. We tried to make a deal with her the last time before 
court just to repair the windows. The first time that we went to court, there were 10 broken
windows. Cost wise for heat and possible repairs as far as frozen stuff, this was earlier 1n the
wintertime, It would have been phenomenal. We tried to make a deal with her, where she would pay 
us $5 or $10 dollars a month. We would repair and she would pay for the repairs with this $5 or 
$10. She agreed to 1t both In court and by letter thereafter, but has not stuck to the bargain. 
There again, when we went to court the time before, there are letters on file a stack thick, but 
she just does not seem to have the Interest anymore.
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MR. 6ARGAN: Have you every tried talking to contractors about the conditions of the houses even
before they are built or after they are built?

MS SHARON MOORE: I have not been here before they were built. The way that some of the northern 
rentals were built is funny and we are having a lot of floor problems right now. We had one 
contractor tear one finer ?n?rt and repair It because 1t was in bad néeií ami yive us a report of 
exactly what needs to be done and how far out of code It Is. The floors in these particular units 
are under code and I am trying to use that as a little bit of pressure to enable me to get the 
floors repaired.

MR. GARGAN: Well It 1s, even when they were newly built they were just barely over the building
code.

MS SHARON MOORE: Yes, I have a feeling these things were built just to code and no further. If It 
were at all possible for a rule to be bent, 1t was bent, because those floors are like sponge 
rubber.

MR. GARGAN: How about the quality of the material that they use?

MS SHARON MOORE: It must have been good. It has stood up this long under the conditions that 1t 
was under. I do not know, It was either really good poor stuff or not bad stuff. It Is really 
hard, the stuff has gone through a lot of wear and tear and some of it is fairly rough, and It has 
stood up fairly well as far as the majority of It goes. Some of those places are 10 and 12 years 
old and plus. I am very surprised that some of the floors have not fallen out because they are 
just rotten and falling apart.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mike.

MR. BALLANTYNE: 
Corporation?

Are there any new houses that will be built this year with the Housing

MS SHARON MOORE: There are six HAP houses and three R and Rs, plus there is one other R and R that 
has just come up recently for resale.

MR. BALLANTYNE: With the northern rental houses, have they been offered for sale to the tenants?

MS SHARON MOORE: Yes, a women just finished paying off her arrears yesterday, so I am putting 1t
through as far as the purchase goes.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Is one of the major problems that because the houses are 1n bad condition, people
are not prepared to take them over?

MS SHARON MOORE: No, I do not think that that 1s the case. I do not think that that has ever been 
pushed here before, purchasing your northern rentals. Nothing has ever been pushed here for the 
people at all before. There is this one lady that Is planning on buying hers, and I have three 
others that are showing quite a bit of interest that are paying their rent and arrears off fairly 
quickly In order to purchase. There Is an Interest, 1t Is just that they were not aware of 1t.

MR. BALLANTYNE: How much are they selling them for.

MS SHARON MOORE: I think there is a set rule on how they sell. From what I can see from the form
that I filled out this morning. By the looks of it, I think that they have to pay a minimum of 
$1000. It looks like that 1s all that It is going to cost her for the purchase of her house, 
because most of the people have been in them since the first day that they were built or a few 
years thereafter.

MR. BALLANTYNE: You said that you instituted an education program about collection of rents. Did
you do that yourself or is that from the Housing Corporation?

MS SHARON MOORE: No, I did that on my own. They were not aware that they had to pay their rent
every month. No one had ever told them. When most of the people moved Into the houses, they moved 
into them from bush cabins or just from their own place, or something of this nature. When they 
signed their lease agreements, it may have been explained to them but they are already going

'La -л-i ■« .a'.-1. -I;-',
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through such a mass change of re-education as far as living quarters, that this was an extra and It
mnrh Ьеа ! Т  «2° muCh‘ Just ng t0 ]®arn t0 11ve from day to day In a new premises, that was too 
much. And, of course, over the years they have had such a large changeover of staff In the housing

tha?kîîi°nfanít i«ftS*nHdth U  d1ff1cult for them to retain everything. So, that was one thing
l k Í ° L 90M eft and the 5 гЛ агЛ and grew and grew unt11 1 came 1n- Then something has to bo done âbout the erresrs and that 1s just an AHiiraMnfi prô rariï fir zz letters -- talkiM" * * 

them when they come 1n, congradulatlng them when they were doing a fine job and stuff т"Гке'that” 
As far as I am concerned, they are really holding up their end and doing a good job.

Ïh h 1LLÎ!1T h E: 1ьТ " Г‘ would,!lt for you -  I do not know if you have anything In
horanco тП ц £  f T  С0,У d wr<te us a letter for the record on exactly how you do that,

S  tol d  th,tei»*Pw “ bie? appr0ich is "югс reisonab"  than " »  w » . c h  *  i » «  

MS SHARON MOORE: Sure.

aSr 1 u"derstand' right now you do not have a problem collecting the rent on a
month to month basis. Everybody 1s paying 1t right now, but It 1s just the arrears.

MS SHARON MOORE: I will not say 100 per cent of the people because you are always going to have a

apnprl? Е . Ъ вП*?9? м ^ р1е that d0 not‘ 11 is Just natural 1n flny group that you get, but on a
genera basis, think 70 per cent, approximately. If they do not pay this month for some reason,

in at thi f?r!t n J t dnfP?I°9 Zefî0*me/?í' the Hext "“ "t*1’ and pay the two "“ nths. or they will come1n at the first part of the month to tell me that they cannot pay and give me a reason.

I push very big the Item of, If you cannot pay It, come in and tell me about It, just so that I can 
Ip tJí t e Hf11e* 1 Wl1L n.0t «cited then, so then I will not have to Jrite you an arrears 
hpîSnco nf СЛ d y 0r s°methin9 U k e  this. I am quite willing, if they cannot pay this month 
h!ufUt L ° L SOme reaSonab1e expense, like if there Is a problem 1n the family or if they just do not
Auousth r5 aeymnnthfnr . “ ш  Start paying again, let us say pay Septembers and just pay me back
? ’ / 5f a month °.r. something. The money situation here with most of the tenants Is fairly

long runb 1 f0r S°me 1 S n0t‘ If y°U 9lve them a 1ot of chances> they will help you out in the 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Eliza.

«nn‘SStn!3CE: Y0U Sa1d that y?u have been here now for a Уеаг working with the association. Haveyou started any new programs, education?

Sa1dH£n°a ÏSthivhxcTc tharn hthe maiJOr ?ne thatJ  am ”orkin9 on right now is just getting the rents 
Pj” d .°J! a monthly basis. I have also been working with the tenants a bit. If they want to paint
пррн ntul °r °f 1|)е1г h0“se* for example, we will supply the paint and all of the materialsPthey 
i S r ' n n S  , 9°ing to do, where we will credit your account, but we actually pay them and then

acc°ur,t- If they want to pay their arrears off somewhat, we have had some
, " K  Hn S t  ast c?up1e °/ months In that with a few tenants. Some of them just want to do it
intLc t p H  V4  y0U kT *  f°r uSOmeth1ng t0 d0- Basically they are getting a little more
after he Sàlntedhai?aTde t S antr who do^  an R e l i e n t  job of keeping the exterior of his house and
the waî thJí hĩd« «  ? « S  r ote hlï a . 1 e t t e r  thanking him very much and congradulated him on the way that he was keeping his house. So it pays off.

MRS. LAWRENCE: In my past experience -- I am speaking for myself —  so manv times the DroDPr

" 7 a1on Hnu T0t 9iven -0 tht  people- People that should be Purchasing some íf these un1tSP Sere 
ifSLcShû inf°W you ru1. 9 about 91у1п9 the proper information to everybody, so that everybody 
knows the Information. That they can purchase the unit if they can or If they want? У У

MS SHARON MOORE: Every so often, I will do up a newsletter or just a letter of information telllna

harstartedSto90ní!sh°thSin *!н assoc1at1on- 1 did one Just recently on NCPC arrears, because NCPC 
^ u n ScoIfteS,ft0n,PUSh their disconnection after 30 days arrears. In the process of doing that, I 
also sent out those pamplets that they have out on the northern rental purchases.

about ̂ heREnNeCnEnia !£ f,S 0ka,y sPnd that information to those that can read and write, but what 
information6?^them?1 ^  " he bUSh °Г the pe°p1e that cannot read and write- How do 9* the



MS SHARON MOORE: We only have one tenant that Is out In the bush at any amount of all, and I feel
that he will not go out this winter because he Is getting too old. We will not allow the power to 
be disconnected. That Is policy that Is set down by the corporation, that the power cannot be 
disconnected. We are notified by NCPC, we are supposed to be notified a week, this last time we 
were notified on the day that they were going to HUrrmnect. He will go down or.d pay.

MRS. LAWRENCE: On a days notice.

MS SHARON MOORE: That Is all that they gave us. They give the tenants two weeks notice previous
^connection, Ьи^ they did not give us quite that amount this time. We will go down and pay 

the bills, and they know that we will so they will not disconnect any of our tenants, at least they 
have not so far.

MRS. LAWRENCE: You said that you had to let go of a person. Was that an office person or a
maintenance person?

MS SHARON MOORE: A maintenance person, I am the only office staff.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Red.

MR. PEDERSEN: The tenants In the northern rental, public housing and senior citizens home, are the 
tenants predominantly native people?

MS SHARON MOORE: The majority, yes.

MR. PEDESEN: What percentage?

MS SHARON MOORE: About 98 per cent.

MR. PEDERSEN: Just for a comparison. We have travelled to many places like Norman Wells and
Inuvlk, and we are catering to different groups with public housing In different communities.

MS SHARON MOORE: Most of these people, like I said, have been In the houses since they were built.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Sam.

MR. GARGAN: Do they have any rehab houses here?

MS SHARON MOORE: Not yet, no, but I am trying. I have sent out a few letters, but I do not think
that I will get any next year.

MR. GARGAN: Just going a little further, would you rather see the people purchasing their northern 
rental houses and then maybe being able to attain a grant rather than a rehab house, to fix their 
houses. Would that be a better approach?

MS SHARON MOORE: Yes. Some of the houses, I would not recommend that anybody buy them, because
h«ve t0 be t1orn down and rebuilt. We have an area down at that end of the Island

where there are about six houses and of those six I would say two are worth possibly doing any work 
on and the other ones should just actually be rebuilt totally. To those people I would not
recommend that they purchase it, because It is not going to help them at all to purchase something 

Æ b ar? ttarta11 over with. Most of the houses have unfortunately been
ERPed which I think were ERPed when they should not have been because some of them did not need 
It. That was In the past, and we did not have any ERPs this year.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you very much.

MR. PEDERSEN: We will be seeing some of these houses.

Sharon^ М̂ Г ’ Pudluk^: Yes’ and we w111 be havin9 a public meeting here tonight. Thank you again
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After that the territorial government formed the NWT Housing Corporation whereas before that there 
was some kind of government program where low-rental units were being built and I think there are 
about 31 of them In Fort Simpson. These were built once the territorial government moved north and 
some of these units need repairs. We let the housing association In town handle that and I think
they have a budget and the staff to do that. The band Is not really Involved with them.

And then afterwards we get Into the SSHAG program which we got Involved In 1n 1980. We have built 
a few units. ТЬй г р 1? » housing problem in Fur l Simpson ana we have tried to deal with the 
problems but with the existing programs It did not really help. We have had 1;o use the SSHAG 
program which 1s mainly material and sweat equity but at the same time that program created more 
problems than solving the existing one problem.

by tbat is we have t0 Ju99le the number of programs together. At first we had to use 
the SSHAG program from the Housing Corporation and then we had to get with the Job Creation branch 
of Manpower. It was a real haçyle, a headache to try to keep two programs going at the same time
as building a house. So It was a very difficult situation that we found ourselves In.

There Is always the problem of who selects the people that get their houses built and the program 
nas changed Into a HAP program and the same problem exists. Where right now there are six houses 
to be built In Simpson but we have money only for materials and the materials have all arrived but
there is no money for labour. Some of these people do not know how to build their own houses so we
run Into difficulty there. There is an attempt to start the houses but the way It Is going It Is 
not going to go very far. We have been Informed that Indian Affairs is going to be providing money 
for labour on that program. Kevin Menlchoche can speak on that because he knows more about 1t.

MR. KEVIN МШСОСНЕ.- Kevin Menlchoche, band councillor. At the beginning of this fiscal year,
inaian Affairs Indicated that there was some money for the labour component for these HAP houses 
that were to come along. It Is called the Employment Initiatives Program.

Initially what they wanted was to hire very cheap labour, something like $170 a week and Fort 
Simpson Is In a highly employable state this year because of other people visiting and all and It
would be very difficult for us to get good labour at basically the minimum wage. What we did was
we submitted our proposal and we have been recommended something like $17,000 per unit, but that 
too Is very slow 1n coming. Three-quarters of the building season is over. We received six HAP 
units this year and right now they are still fixing up the gravel pad and that should have been 
done 1 n the springtime. Most of these recipients are single mothers and they do not have the 
necessary skills to pour cement, etc., but we are still waiting for the funding. They told us it
w55 J, , tsst week and that was the best we could have hoped for but now we have to wait an 
additional week.

One of the things that the band council has been discussing is sort of a package deal where the 
materia and labour component money comes together as a one shot deal. That Is the present 
difficulty we are having right now, we are not even sure if the walls will be up by the end of 
September now. That Is all I have to say for now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions from the Members? Red.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In some of the other communities we have been to it has 
oeen emphasized many times that housing Is not a program of merely providing shelter but it Is a 
much, much broader program than that. It is probably one of the most important, if not the most 
important social single factor of the social development of any community. It affects school 
attendance from overcrowding, certainly health and everything else.

There has been some suggestions that rather than leave it to local housing associations, that is 
too narrow an avenue because really what they are is a tenants association and we were told today, 
for instance that there is no board of directors of the local housing association. You only have
i< Pfĸi 6 tu 1 u to be ün if they are not ln arrears because of arrears they are not 

been some suggestion that the control and planning of housing should come 
munIe lPu l i ? y\  In Fort SimPson» 1 believe you have a relationship between the 

municipality and the band council. Could there be one organization in Simpson that could handle 
tne planning, even to the extent of recommendations and type of houses, etc.?

CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE: There are two councils in town, the band and the village. We have had a
working relationship with the village for a few years now. Our relationship is very good at this
rlnLcTfw w e ud 0 .have ,j°1nt ™ и"СиЛ  me?î,in?s. not on a regular basis but whenever It has been 
requested, we do realize that there will be times when we have differences in our opinions but

i
I
I
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MEETING WITH FORT SIMPSON BAND COUNCIL

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): We will be having a public meeting tonight at 7:00 and If you guys want to 
come back you can, but we want to get your opinion on housing first. When you speak please tell us 
your name because it will be recorded. Please no

CHIEF JIM ANTOINE: I am the Chief of Fort Simpson. We do not have anything formal prepared but I 
would like to say on behalf of Fort Simpson I would like to thank you for coming to Simpson. I 
know this problem of housing Is a very Important one and 1t Is time 1t Is being dealt with, 
especially the way you a^e doing It, taking it back to the people. That Is the way to do things, I 
feel. The housing problem In Simpson, we have been addressing 1t for many years r,ow. I think 
since 1974 when I first got involved as a chief here, we are finding out first of all how we can 
deal with the housing problem, even then people were coming to us and asking us how we could deal 
with the housing problem. Since that time it seems to have gotten worse Instead of better. So to 
bring you up to date on the housing situation I think we will go back Into a little bit of 
history.

You all know that there was a treaty signed 1n 1921. I am going to use that date as a reference 
point. Prior to 1921 the majority of the people were living in their traditional areas along the 
rivers and there wasn't that much need for houses in Simpson at that time but everybody had their 
own houses out on the land. There are people from the band that still live out on the land, they 
do not have houses In town. They come to town In the summertime and live 1n tents, their permanent 
houses are out on the land. Some people do not even have tents In town, they just come 1n for the 
day and out again at night. There are not that many people living like that but there still are 
quite a few.

All the Dene were living like that before 1921 but as of 1921 when the treaty was signed —  the
?overnment people who do research Into the treaties are telling us that the point on housing Is not 
n the treaty. But our elders have been telling us since 1974, some of them have passed away now 

but the message that we got and this Information Is evidence to Justice Morrow when he had that 
caveat hearing. It Is in the records there and some of our elders have testified under oath that 
they remember promises made under housing, that houses were going to be provided to the Dene 
people. According to the treaty now they are saying that there is no mention of it but our 
position has always been that this was a promise made during treaty negotiations and it has to be 
dealt with.

So after 1921 some people were moving Into town, there were some Indian Affairs houses being 
built. I am going to use 1963 as another reference point. In 1963 there was a flood and some 
people were living on the flats in houses provided by Indian Affairs. These were pre-1963 houses 
and during the flood a lot of them experienced flood damages. What happened is that there was a 
switch of land with Indian Affairs and the missions and the area here where most of the people are 
living now used to be a big potatoe field. Indian Affairs had the land for the Dene people and it 
was switched with the mission. So In 1963 there was a lot of three-sided log houses built. These 
are the houses that you see over here, they were built in 1963 but some of the houses experienced 
flood damage, pre-1963, that were dragged off the island and placed over there, there are still a 
few of them In use there as well as on top of the hill, behind the Sub Arctic Inn, in that area 
there.

So we have Indian Affairs housing and most of these pre-1963 and built 1n 1963 were not built on 
cement footings so all the floors are rotten. To repair these units it will cost a lot because of 
the village by-law that states that anybody building or repairing houses on the island have to hook 
into the sewer system. Most of these houses that are heated by wood or space heaters, so you will 
need a better heating system once you repair these units.

What I am talking about now is Indian Affairs houses that the majority of the Dene In town are 
living in. The majority are wood heated, no running water, no sewer. We have tried to use 
existing programs to repair these units, but the only program we could hook into was the ERP, which 
is about $3000 per unit, this 1s a one shot deal, these units need more repair than $3800, $3800 
means material and labour. So in order to repair these old units we are looking at more than 
that. We need a water and sewer system in there so we would be looking at a heck of a lot more. 
That is one type of housing we are living in.
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L í Î f . i f ^ ^ í , ™ 1̂  thf, faZ tS 0f the hous,n9 situation but fn our discussions we also talk 
about ai ! the different implications of housing. We have tried to deal with housing In Simpson, we

n i n l  up №  !“  Wherf ,we brought ,n different people from CMHC and the Housing 
Corporation. We did make recommendations but It was never carried through. 3

Ï Ï t e î " » ! 5 Z f i ' i  ’" ™  “.sl"9:..l!l.al.s,0 .ï." s.ur,ci' îr> ?e,rs *9» * " < и »Ж С Л . , ? ta«-o™erVhip'-pr;rrí,,"'ti« irrĸ'tũ inrjsi» •«-„■ũ.îs .'s
CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Red.

M^ * P£D*?SEf?: 0n Z he home-ownership program. Through The Valley at least I think we have all
r h i n u n h ^ L i 1"?1"655 ^n .that People feel that the housing problems of the future should be solved 
through ->ome form of home-ownership program rather than a rental program. I think the suggestion 
1? ? 1 РиегЬар5 ev,f"/* the northern renta1 houses should be turned over to the present occupants 
fho :oiT|modat,n9 rate> as home-ownership houses, to get the corporation out of It. To get

Ï  to ï ?llsSîïbïe s S d ! ? d . 3Way °m and th6n P0"s1bly some sort of 9rant provided to fix t h L

rnmnnnon|IOKM?n Í a,n 9?tt1n?Jtï?1 imPress,on that some sort of an enhanced HAP program with a labour 
component buit In -- I would like to gel some comments from you on two things. First of all, what
I n ™  c l  “ Z 0" 1abour and A e r i a l s  to build a reasonable house and secondly, if J* had
J a O T e o f  b u i H i L thVm y0U ^ ntioned ^ а1- ,the PeoP’e getting the HAP units right now are not 
capable of building them, would an organization like the band be able to set up the construction
dodu 1 fnn? âre 3L a Pro9ram that 1s going to provide adequate housing for the
population, not only now but for the future and particularly for the many younq people who I am
îïie hienret\J<ke anywhere e1.se> 1s 11vin9 with their parents when really they would9 probably like to 
iioortunltv ll 0ww" accoT™ odat1°n - 1 think we are looking at a tremendous emploient generating 

Г  / w  !*e 1; ^  У°и *iave апУ ’deas on dollar figures that you could provide us with ft

riS t̂'hSr̂ -gatlrm^V’or^s îp!1 be a ■»— *'» bul '* <•
CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MR D0NALD ANTOINE: My name Is Don Antoine from the Fort Simpson Band. Just to discuss further on 

1 Г 1 5а,У,ПГ аг1,ег(̂  the W0rksh°p last August. What we tried to let the people and 
пДпгдт9 o etSh kn° ^ was ,that we were 1nterested in going In the direction of forming a whole 

Srnarxm9 whoro the ,SÍde\  to take care of housfn9. In the way of single source9 funding

G2fer;atteiâsWewoWu7dldtaĩe\;aa b  ïïSï^î!* ^  ̂  íb°Ut ^  °' ^  a*°Unt t0 bU'ld 3
Î J l aV,e ЬееП kthr°win9 some numbers around but in general we are looking at a five year program 
ïnnM we can build something like 50 houses. That is with single parent families, we were also 
looking at single mothers in different apartments within the comuni £  ’

f L ared0!ioïtf1î 5 r n n n \ n H h0Z Se; • Т Ч  T  re,ally know exact,y what U  ,s 90ing to cost but we 
material? 11п” ^ а 00.0пт! Й -^Ьаи 1S 1nc1udin9 freight, equipment rental, gas, labour funds and 
haup a tråin/nn C“ ty h?[e ’ tbere are Pe°Ple t0 administer the program. Defintely we can 

training program within that package and also we have our own materials up here.

really tîcked°lffmSa ?«? Zf n ,WaiyS hud in re9i r. to materials was that It took too long. Materials
poî cĩ where w í  had l ^ Z a l Z Z P 6 Z 6" ev*[ythln9 got rolling and we ran into this little northern
npooie Ï rf t i ?  a 1 V f . ? ra ?°nth or something like that for somebody to okay it from 
community1 Unnl °f the prob ems stenr,ed from people in government offices out of the
fho fili^' ь  ̂ immédiate occurrence, I guess, when we receive paperwork or anything like that,
апн o°ru S done' uthe work is done, the paperwork is done and we send the information back
the D r o h W  i n°W wh.en the next time is going to be when we will hear from them. That Is one of 

p °blems we run into all the time. That is in both repair programs and building programs.

ha^îr^mlfZi5! 1n n0t 1:00 long ago and summer is almost over and we are still waiting for
turn putsus on the "no^good" s l d l transportation of m-terials really stalls the program whidi in
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Maybe I can Just give you an example. We had received some funds through the emergency repair 
program. All summer the houses never got repaired and sometime 1n the winter I received a letter 
from someone in Yellowknife saying that they had finally awarded the supplies to Igloo Building 
Supplies when we would have had the stuff here a week after everything that got finalized. So, you 
see, that Is the kind of problem we run Into 1n the office. We go back to the people and tell them 
that 1t 1s coming and everythina and we ere on the bad end cf the stick and un Lop of that we try 
Io tell them that 1t is not us that 1s doing that. It Is somebody else.

I think changes should be made within policies because the people themselves are suffering and 
somebody out of the community does not realize the seriousness of 1t. What we were really striving 
for In August was to try to set up some sort of exploratory meeting where all these different 
funding agencies can sit together and find out who has what to offer. How we can work out a 
reasonable rate at what we can build a house on. It would depend on different sizes of families, 
etc. We were basically striving for a long-term program where we can build 50 houses for the 
people around Simpson.

That Is all I have to say right now. I would like to pass on some Information to all of you, 1t Is 
basically stats on some housing 1n Simpson. There are stats there from 1982 from a study we did 
but 1t 1s slightly off right now because the mobility of people and the Increase In population and 
whatnot.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Michael.

MR. BALLANTYNE: A couple of things, Jim. I found your opening comments very Interesting. I think 
one of the problems we have to recognize Is that the Housing Corporation Is limited a lot with the 
working relationship with CMHC. The CMHC programs are not very flexible because there are 
essentially southern programs that are superimposed on the North. '1 think the point that you were 
making Is very crucial Is that we have to establish a federal government responsibility for 
housing, for aboriginal people In the Northwest Territories. I think It is important along the 
line because 1n every community we have gone to and Eliza has had her own experience when the 
federal government has promised certain things. For Instance, if you move out of your house into 
ours, you only have to pay two dollars a month rent and they have not lived up to 1t. So, somebody 
1s going to have to get those statistics together and to build that rationale that CMHC has to look 
at the North and provide much more flexible programs In the North. I do not know If it should bp 
us doing that or 1f It should be you going to the Dene Nation. We will be talking to the Dene 
Nation also, but I think we have got to get that ammunition to say the North is different. The 
federal government has a responsibility up here and we need some very flexible program up here in 
order to provide housing in the North.

The second thing Is that everywhere we have gone we have heard people want more local control. 1 
think this coimilttee Is very sympathetic to that idea of local control. Right now, we have not 
decided what our recommendations are going to be but we are looking at possibly restructuring of 
the Housing Corporation. One of the Ideas that we have been floating around is perhaps the Housing 
Corporation should essentially just be a funding organization and perhaps provide some expertise. 
And that the local municipal councils or band councils should actually be the ones that are making 
the decisions, that they are actually the ones organizing. I think your five year plan is what 
you are talking about. I do not know what you will think of the idea, perhaps the Housing 
Corporation could be the ones to put together these programs in a package. Then, you as a band 
council could go to them and say, "Look, we want about 50 houses." They are the ones that get the 
labour components Involved and they are the ones to get the materials and they will be able to 
provide some package to the band council. Would you see the band council being Interested in 
actually taking over?

I am talking about everything, from the planning right through to the actual construction of it, 
whether you are using local expertise and local people —  one of the important aspects of housing 
that we should not forget, in every community, housing Is going to be a big economic development 
factor forever. There Is always going to be houses built and I think that the people in the 
community should get the full benefit- of employment and business opportunities. But do you see 
something like that idea, have you thought of anything like that, do you see any sort of positive 
aspects of looking at it that way?

CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE: Yes, we were looking at that and we were also looking at actually 
administering the whole program, in turn creating employment amongst the people. We are looking at 
something similar to Fort Good Hope, they have that one package deal also where they administer 
their own program and build their own homes at their rate.
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MR. PEDERSEN: I think we were looking even at an extension of the Fort Good Hope program to the 
extent —  I think what Mike Is suggesting that the corporation perhaps become strictly a funding 
agency. That they would not be allocated, If it was approved, say 10 houses a year over five 
years, they would no longer be providing you with a building package as they are doing now, they 
would be providing you with a financial package and you would order. Total decentralization of

'r' b °°ut* '^Р® was brought up that that Is what they wanted. They wanted even to be 
able to go out, once they had their financial package together for design of houses to whomever 
they wanted to design them.

CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE: That 1s the sort of direction we were trying to go a few years ago. He have 
tried to do that but with the northern policy and with government Involvement of northern 
preference, that got shot down by the Housing Corporation. We had our own lumber supply lined up, 
we had everything lined up but what the government program did was that It kind of slowed us down 
and took all the control right out of our own hands. So what Is being suggested here that the 
Housing Corporation become a funding agency, I think It Is a good Idea. Then the band and the 
people In the communities could be able to plan the type of houses that they want or to purchase 
their own material and they'll have their own program.

I would also like to mention the five year plan that Donald has been talking about. We brought 
this up to the Housing Corporation last year but we wanted a commitment from them for about 50 
houses in the next five years. So many houses a year, and with a single source funding with a 
package deal like Fort Good Hope. They Informed us that they do not know how long they will be 1n 
existence or what the program Is going to be next year, so, they could not conniit themselves for 
anymore than one year. The reason for that 1s that we have people who have applied for HAP houses 
last year, there was over 30 people, and we have only six houses to allocate.

Donald mentioned that we are on the bad end of the stick because we are the people that get all the 
shit after the decision has been made that only these six people are going to get it and the other 
Z4 people are not going to get it. So, If we know ahead of time, like five years ahead, that there 
Is going to be 50 houses, we would know who 1s going to get the houses every year and then people 
could start planning. That would work out a lot better in the long run, because the way It Is 
right now, we do not know how many houses we will get next year or if we are going to get any. It 
Is a real problem to plan.

f ' i ü i  ^  Ean elaborate on that? When we received the grant to build five houses 
In 1980, when we first received the SSHAG program, it was a pilot program and at that time we had 
trained at least 20 log builders and now they are still roaming around on the streets waiting for a 
job. They are home builders and we have the expertise to build the houses and we have the 
materials but now we just need the labour funding. The training program In 1980 is like a waste 
and about the only alley we can use to obtain funds to complete some of the houses that are half 
anlTthere* n°W S thr0U9h one of those LEAP programs and we just seem to get the run around here

One of the things that I would like to let you know is with regards to the Mackenzie Manor. It 
seems that nobody knows within that department of CMHC whose boss is who. Because a lot of native 
people have gone to the manor for an apartment and a lot of these people are working, I am sure 
they could pay their rent. The manager here says "Well, we will just have to wait for a decision 
from TelTowknife , and It takes six months. We have been in contact with a fellow in Yellowknife 
and he says "The man in Simpson is the boss and he makes the final decision". This has been 
happening for years since the present manager got in. A lot of people have been dlscrimated

,»îvtkStirund ^  9ati!er ,1nformat1on attitudes and stuff like that, and we have had 
discussions with the RCMP and with a lot of other people that had experience dealing with him. We 
have written letters to the Commissioner and also to his boss, to the head of CMHC and for so long 
nothing has been done. There is still native housing shortage and there are apartments there that 
* 2  that he just does not want to rent out. So, we really try to address that because there 
are a lot of single parents around that are in need of homes. Some of the homes that people are 
living in are two bedroom houses with no electricity, water or sewer.

I bave talked to the health Inspector also and if he were to condemn houses In Simpson, 40 families 
would be without a home. He could not believe this himself. So, these are the problems that we 
possibl "9 t0 address t0 the comm1ttee and try to alleviate the housing shortage as fast as
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HR. BALLANTYNE; I wonder, would It possible to make whatever letters and Information that you have 
on this matter, available to us and then we can definitely look Into that? Anything you have at 
all on housing, whatever, any research you have done. If you could make 1t available to the 
committee, 1t would really help us a lot.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Mr. Chairman, ny question 1s directed to Chief Jim Antoine. You mentioned about a lot 
of people not living In town and pursuing the traditional way of life. In all of the conmunltles 
that we have been to, I have not heard anybody mention anything about cottages or country homes. 
There 1s no such program right now and I do not know whether 1t would be under CMHC or not but Is 
this something that could be pursued to other than just local houses at the local level. You know, 
there should be programs for people that do live out 1n the wilderness.

CHICF JAMES ANTOINE: The people that live out on the land, they say their permanent address Is out 
on the land. For example, at Willow Lake River, there are about three or four houses there and the 
people living there do not have any other place. As well there are two families that spend the 
jjjortty of their time out on the land, lheir permanent address 1n not Fort Simpson. These are 
the type of people I am talking about, like the Mouse family out by the ferry crossing, they need a 
house real bad. They have a little shack and do not want to live in town.

I think the program should be open to people like that not only for people living in town. There 
Is an outpost programs but It Is just for a trapping cabin, that 1s all the outpost grant 1s for. 
And these people want to have their house right out on the land and I do not see why they are not 
eligible for a regular house because they do not live in town. I think they should also be 
eligible for the same type of housing as anybody that lives In town.

MR. GARGAN: My other question Is with regard to the rent scale. Whether you are living In public 
or nothern rental, the rent scale Is 25 per cent of your gross income. I do not know whether it Is 
fair or gives people the Incentive to go out and work if they are going to take a big chunk of your 
salary towards rent.

First of all whether you think the rent scale Is fair or should it be based on the condition of the 
houses, the type of houses, the geographical area, the economics of the community and also maybe 
the operation and maintenance of the house? Should it be based on that or that 25 per cent?

CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE: I cannot really address that because I do not live In such a unit.

MR. GARGAN: It will probably be addressed tonight then. The only other thing I wanted to mention 
1s that In some of your statements you mentioned that the Housing Corporation should change Its 
policy. I guess what we are here for is to change the whole structure of the corporation, whether 
we do it with the policy or not It really 1s up to the communities and any kind of recommendations 
that you come out with tonight will be considered. Just like the funding agency part of the 
corporation, that kind of recommendation we would like to hear.

CHIEF JIM ANTOINE: There are a lot of different ideas we do have on housing but the way the 
Housing Corporation is structered, Donald touched on it a little bit there 1n saying that It Is 
very Inefficient when it comes right down to building houses in the community. The problem that I 
see 1n Simpson here is that 10 years ago we wanted the home-ownership program. We needed log 
houses and they are finally coming around to having log houses approved which is good. But at the 
same time as we get more Involved in housing in trying to deal with the housing problem. We 
realize the housing association is only in place where the program is offered so we have to go to 
Ĩ a u ng Corporation and the way they are structered is they have a regional office 1n Hay River 
and headquarters in Yellowknife and —  to a point where we felt very desperate and would welcome 
any type of housing that the Housing Corporation had to offer.

So, I went to the housing association when we did have a board and met with them and asked them to 
request additional low-rental units. I know motions were made to have more low-rental units made 
available at that meeting because I was present. This was to alleviate the housing problem and it 
went to the Hay River regional office and that is where it stopped. It was never forwarded to 
Y? ° r 1fe4 , What haPPened here is that we are getting very little home-ownership programs to deal 
with the problem and it would help if we did have additional low-rental units, I thought at the 
time to alleviate that housing shortage problem. Because what happens here is that we have about 
Jl low-rental units, there is a housing shortage in town and there 1s a battle over each low-rental 
unit that becomes available. This causes hard feelings in the community and at the same time there 
is very limited home-ownership houses being made available every year and like I said over 30



people applied, six people got It, 24 people are very upset at the six people that got 1t plus at 
the band, so It causes more hard feelings In the community. It Is creating more problems than 
trying to solve that one problem we were trying to deal with In the first place. In this way we 
nave to have more houses as soon as possible. I do not really care what type of houses we qet at 
the present time. *

There Is overcrowding situations in the houses, there are up to 15 people living in one little 
house In some cases. These are the houses that have rotten floors, no running water and sewage. 
That Is the type of conditions that a lot of people In Simpson experience and It certainly has a 
big effect on the social condition 1n a community. When you live 1n a situation like that. If one 
member of the family decides to go out and get drunk then 1t disrupts the whole household. It Is a 
very awkward situation and It causes a lot of social problems as well.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I have a couple questions and a comment to make. You were saying about ordering 
for materials and that 1t 1s taking so long to arrive. Do you feel that It Is at the district 
office that It Is taking so long?

CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE: That Is where everything goes, to Hay River. Yellowknife has nothing to do 
with us, It Is all out of Hay River.

MRS. LAWRENCE: You also mentioned housing before 1921 when people use to own their own homes. I 
was brouaht up In a place where my parents owned their own house. When they decided to bring 1n 
the housing program Into the Territories, they were promised a home for two dollars and month and 
over a period of time they would own 1t. In the meantime they destroyed their original homes that 
they were In which were quite liveable homes and better built homes that are standing up now. Did 
some people experience that too around here because I remember when they moved my parents out of 
that house and their rents started going up and up and then when my Mom died, they tried to kick my 
Dad out and In the meantime they also said that they lost the policy so they did not know what we 
were talking about.

Also the policy that is being made too. I know in Fort Res they got a lot of lumber and stuff like 
that but for some reason 1t has to be purchased from different companies, for instance Igloo 
Building Supplies 1n Hay River, so Fort Resolution was losing out. That policy 1s changing slowly 
too, so they can purchase the lumber from there as well. So, that we are promoting the economy of 
the communities. J

I know Gerry Cheezle 1s sitting on the Housing Corporation board and maybe people like that could 
help us change the policies so things could be better because we are not meeting the needs of the 
people at the community level at this time.

CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE: Eliza, what you said about what happened to your parents, that same thing
happened here. Once the low rental program first came 1 n, a lot of people gave up their own homes 
to move into them for two dollars a month. In exchange they gave up their houses and a lot of 
t^es u 56 h0uses were destr°yed right away. They were not made available for another family 
which they could have been because a lot of these units were fairly well built. It was the 
government that was Involved at that time and It did fool a lot of people and once the rent 
starting going up these people had no place to go because their old houses had already been 
destroyed. That did happen here.

MRS. LAWRENCE: The Mackenzie Manor you mentioned, is that owned by CMHC?

CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE: Yes.

MR. BALLANTYNE: You were saying the problem you are having with the allocation of housing, for 
instance the six HAP houses that are being built this year. Who actually decides who Is going to

CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE: That Is a funny situation there because some years we decide but the last few 
years the district office in Hay River decided.

.MR. BALLANTYNE: Would you rather that the band council decide who gets them?
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CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE: Like I said 1f we had a five year plan where we know we are going to get 50 
houses, yes. But If it 1s like now where we do not even know If we are going to get anymore units 
next year and 1f they are only going to give us two then I would rather that the government decide.

— Laughter

MR. DONALD ANTOINE: What we were looking at within this five year program was basically based on
need. We looked at the family situations, how large the family 1s and who needs 1t the most. One 
of the problems we ran Into 1n deciding who would get the houses that one year we did make the 
decision —  we had to basically write down all the names and who needed It the most. Then this 
year when we found out we were going to get five houses, we got a list of the people who were to 
get the houses. The band had no Input as to who was going to get these houses. I really do not 
(enow how things are being run right now.

CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE: We did not decide who will get the houses but the band ends up running around 
looking for labour money, doing the paperwork and running around for Indian Affairs. So what 
happened here is somebody had to do It and we were in a position where we could do It so we are 
doing 1t right now.

Like Donald said, summer 1s almost over and only very recently the materials arrived and now we are 
waiting for labour money. That labour money 1s a "make work project" and you cannot get a decent
carpenter with those kind of salaries. We want to get away from that, we want to go Into the 
single source funding where the Housing Corporation provide the labour as well as material money. 
This Is the direction I think we have to go In.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Red.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Jim, could we sum up the recommendations In three short 
phrases called "single source financing"; "five year plan"; "local control"?

CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE: Okay. We are saying five year plan but If we could get 50 houses In five
years we would be satisfied with that but it has to go more than five years. Five years ahead at 
all times.

Another good reason for that 1s that a lot of people would like to build homes with logs and right 
now we do not know how many units we are going to get next year and we do not know who 1s going to
get the units. And you have to cut the logs at least one year ahead of time so that they can dry
properly. Everybody that knows they are going to get a house two years from now then they start 
their planning now and be ready in two years.

I am building my house right in the bush and I have to clear the land, build a road into it and you
cannot do that 1n one year so you need a lot of lead-time to prepare for your house.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else? Mike.

MR. BALLANTYNE: This idea of who allocates. In one community we visited the way they came to
grips with that is they had a public meeting with everybody 1n the community and they established 
criteria without mentioning any names and getting the community to agree to certain criteria with a 
point system. Number of kids is so many points, condition of your house is so many points, etc. 
Using that It takes the band a little bit off the hook as far as not being accused of favouritism 
because there Is a point system there. Do you see that as maybe being an appropriate way of doing

MR. DONALD ANTOINE: Yes, we looked at that but we also looked at basically who needs it the most. 
Some houses are condemned and have large families and those are the priorities we looked at. That 
Is basically how we were going to do it.

On the band's part of the criteria within the present program, we do not have any problems because 
basically they just tell us that "You guys should secure lots" and we do not have any problems with 
the village in trying to secure lots if we want to. And also we could get the logs on site and the 
labour money and work within their criteria after that. After that it Is basically two ends into 
one ball game but one end is sort of striking out at times.

MR. BALLANTYNE: On a broader scale, there is another problem. No matter what happens there will 
not be enough houses already built for every community in the North for a long period of time. So, 
there is a very major difficulty of which community gets how many houses.
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MRS. LAWRENCE: We did not get a request to visit from Liard and that area.

dividing the budget equally, half to the North and half to the South. 9 У

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Sam.
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for w hy’these different p ê o p î ^ s ^ d í ’ffíren?'T ï g ï 1"95' There is no real territorial answer for

CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE: 
members.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else have questions? Kevin.

thathe*Nd S S n n  nfLâhn Л а г Wh!n, /  was dl"iv1n9 around with Tom Beaulieu, he Indicated to me 
of people chosen that^alrpadl th S re9,on was bein9 done on a point system. There was a lot
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others that need two bedroom’accotmiodatloî d apartments for our single parents or

I would just like to introduce Eric Menlcoche. He is one of the band council
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GARGAN: Just going a bit further on what Kevin was saying. That point system Is quite true
г Just ™ent,0<n*d ' 14 1s not really the needy that are getting the houses
vnfir rpnt SJ£ tem‘ The po nt Jsystem 1s based on really your record such as 1f you paid
n®“r f a*rJ ^  !f ar® e^P^oyed and all that. So, 1t 1s true what vou are savlnn. It 1«

taiĸ'thrt'.re "°USeS “ “  are «•*‘ " 4  '*• «  '• P~Ple'that do nit Sind tho

CHAIRMAN {Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Red.

« ' in«^EllSEN: Chairman, on tbat P°1nt system there Is of course another factor too and that Is
°"9M as you have an under-aval lability of houses being built, the point system really does not

And thîn the locaieaL í  У° * Л к  UP w1lh 50 each with 50 po1nts on whatever the scale Is.
ÎÏÏ ff ? J fbh0dyc 9etS i f  grant opportunity to decide which five of those 50 are going to

same. Prob1em y°u are In now. You get the control of something when It Is an 
unpopular decision only and you end up as the bad guys. The point system might work fine but only 
If there was a adequate number of houses to allocate. 3 on,y

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else?

exneHTenrpHMOfnS thaM î T " 6 4  Ste* e Mo,seS‘ 1 WOu1d 1,ke to bring up one concern of mine that I 
th2re ĩ u h d J ni»he aSt coup1e.of. wTeeks- 1 had one of those SSHAG units and there Is a problem 
м п е Н е п г о  f ^ Ur Г°Леу S° m doin9 right now 1s still working on 1t with no carpenter

Im.nid. f U  Í! Л 1"9 "* Л 1 e‘ In the meantime I have tried to qet a place In town for the 
last couple of months, for example at the Mackenzie Manor. I have been co try and aet

T  / Yes*„ no,j y?S no" type of th1n9 until he real , ^ u t  and said that There Is 30 people ahead of you and that there 1s no hope for me type of thing.

,a ;(“ Viy " 1th.thre? kids and 1 have been running around town here looking for a place to 
*bay; J  f1na11y í°und a Place that belonged to Charlie MacDonald that use to own It throuqh one of 

0Soenlh„ r r ° Wr S prT a:i- He us Presently in Fort Smith and because he Is not coming back he
then the k e v s h b a c k ^ î ^ h í ^ h ^ 5^ ^ ?  t<? thf H.ousin9 Corporation and they have asked me to give 

keys back by the 15th. It 1s going to be another six months or so before I can finish and
п?ягр Л  ЬУ h0UkSe' L was w°nderi,n9 what will happen in the meantime if I have to move out of this 
It and t L ï  wpr«eecn Phonin9 them but I have not got an answer back. I phoned Nick's office about

“Г4Й ! L ^ k !ut tee are the k,nis °f
CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Were you aware that there was apartments available In Mackenzie Manor?

fîmnIEVTE nîoHûrf' ĸhr e was*Tbut he was ?ay1n9 somebody had already took It and because of my 
family I needed a two bedroom. There was single apartments available. I felt I was discrimated 
against because he is that type of person, he is real hard to deal with.

bv’ståtîs?líîT?M*ria 0nTh°pf the,thin9s that stalled progress on housing in Simpson was a study done 
by statistics Canada. They went around the community two years ago and they went to all the emntv

îrn ĩ;rsthtehy. wei p t0 Л  apr ^ ent building* they went t0 a11 the bacheloV^apartments, all the 
wĩw i^rS that were empty and they came up with a figure of something 3.2 per house. We went and 
did our own study within the band list and the Metis Local list and we come up with a figure of an 
average of 7.4 per house. About 75 per cent of all those houses were condemned

basirya n v S^irtWĥ / n nhwerce, tryin? ton tbe workshop last August was that Stats Canada just 
thinnc lhpfaid ?h>,Si,mPson is alright, they are okay in our records." So that is one of the 
things that really stalled us. Somebody coming from out of the community and sendinq us forms 
*ay|"9 we are okay in housing. We sort of looked at that point system but it has stalled us also 

s u b S î e f  of^he bVnd У ^ 1"9 at need a"d initiat1ve’ 1 forgot to address Eric Men1 coche, ou?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.

J hank yo,u’ Mr> Chairman. I wonder If there is any possible way that we can get our 
co-ordinator to get the manager of the apartment building to appear here tonight?
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CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE: There 1s quite a few.

MR. BALLANTYNE: And the people actually own them?

CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE: Yes.
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HRS. LAWRENCE: I think any recommendation 1s possible but we need direction from you people to 
give us your views and concerns. In our interim report 1n November we will be considering some 
really serious ones that are brought to our attention. But at the same time we certainly can 
Include Into our recommendations for the next recommendation that we make. Also every time wc 
travel like this v;c make plans fur two weeks travelling. This time 1t Is a 10 day plan and all 
this week and next week we have a community to go to. So, maybe we can fit In Liard and Wrlgley on 
our next plan for our next trip.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Sam.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I guess the recommendation has to come from you especially 
the old Indian Affairs houses, even If we could get a guesstimate. What Is going to happen Is If 
we leave 1t up to CMHC again they are going to give you just as little as they can. But If you 
were to say how much it 1s going to cost to repair some of these old Indian Affairs houses then we 
could base 1t on that.

CHIEF JAMES ANTOINE: The old houses that I mentioned, the pre-1963 houses, a lot of them have gone 
through the flood are pretty well all condemned but people are still living In them. It would be 
pretty expensive to repair these, I think 1t would be better to built new units. Houses built In 
1963 or after a lot of them are 1n pretty good shape, they just need new floors, probably re-w1r1ng 
and some of them wanted some plumbing done. So you are looking at at least $15,000 per unit.

MR. DONALD ANTOINE: The Indian Affairs houses that Jim was referring to, I have a brother that 
experienced trying to repair one of them. He tried to jack up the house and the whole floor fell 
apart. A lot of those houses that went through the flood, they froze right to the ground and then 
they rotted like that and If you jack up the house the floor stays there. Some of the frame houses 
that were built before that were insulated with sawdust and over the years the sawdust moistens 
down and half the house 1s not insulated. It is bad enough to try to make a living and then have 
to maintain a house like this and heat it. A lot of these houses are pretty run down.

We did a sort of scenario on the list of the people living in each household and stuff H k e  that 
and we came up to an average of something like 25 homeless families. People living in other 
peoples houses and so on. So that 1s where the problem starts.

MR. GARGAN: I do not know what your attitude toward your houses around here are but would say that 
they are using the cheapest grade lumber, the cheapest type of windows, etc? I think most of the 
houses have two-ply windows rather than triple and even for plywood I do not think they use the 
most efficient quality material that would save heat. I know in Providence, for example, a lot of 
the windows frost up 1n the wintertime basically because they are one or two-ply and that Is not 
good enough for up here.

MR. DONALD ANTOINE: That 1s one of the problems we have encountered when we ordered materials and 
supplies. We do not know what is going to come, how much is going to come and we do not know when 
1t is going to come.

MR. GARGAN: I am talking about the houses that are there now.

MR.- DONALD ANTOINE: Okay, we ordered some supplies. Lets say, for example, through the EARP 
program, we did not know what kind of supplies were going to come and when they were coming and 
they came to late and half the stuff still never came in.

So people out of the community administer, take care of all the money and just say "Here, there 1s 
some stuff here" half a year later. In turn, their reports says that "Simpson's ERP program was a 
failure." That sort of puts us on the bad end of the stick because somebody is creating problems 
for somebody else.
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W .  GARGAN: You still did not answer щу question. I was referring to the houses that were just
built recently, before 1974 and the material that you did get through northern rental, the housing 
corporation and the public houses. Most of the material that comes In to build these houses, I was 
Just wondering whether the quality 1s good or not. That Is what I was referring to.

MR. 0ÚNALU ANTOINE: Some of the quality 1s good and some of It Is not.

MR. ERIC MENICOCHE : Eric Menlcoche here. I guess I missed part of the meeting here, but there Is
one thing that I would like to say, and that 1s the question that has always been here, Is that we
have always needed houses, and there Is no problem there. The problem is that we need programs

f e ®a-Ŷ n9 here. There 1s a council here and we have our own responsibilities and our own
little jobs, but we do not have any people working 24 hours a day on the housing problems. We do
not have any Infrastructure to handle -- at this meeting, If we had our own people Involved that 
were Involved In strictly housing we could have came here with a pretty good package to show to 
you. It Is true that we need houses, but I think that we also need human resources people to run 
these programs. We cannot volunteer our services all of the time, so I think that if the 
government is willing to listen or help us, they should have some funds available for us to do a 
proper study on our housing problems.

U  seems like we are always being put 1n the position of reacting all of the time, so it would be
* Íuj 3i.ve °ur,own1 Programs, our own people running our own programs with an action plan saylnq

that this has to be done in the next five or in the next 10 years, Instead of everytlme there Is a 
problem with one house, everyone reacts. So I think that 1f the government 1s going to understand 

problem Пк th3t they Sh0uld help us out f1nanc1ally to hire our own people to handle the housing

MR. KEVÍN MENICOCHE: Just adding to Eric's point, if Fort Simpson is to get a program manager It
would be nice If he was directed to work more closely with the band council. Presently, as it 1s, 
we hardly see the secretary manager In band council meetings and right now she Is in the process of 
handing out eviction notices left and right, and we are not notified about that. There are all of 
these three or four families 1n these low rental units, and they are all scared of what to do 
next. The point that I would like to make is that the manager should work closely with the band. 
We can utilize the resources until such time when we can comfortably take over that program.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Sam.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just to answer some of Eric's questions. It Is true that 
the only time that housing becomes an Issue is in a reaction situation. I guess we are here to 
address that issue, but as far as human resources go, maybe it would not be feasible to have one 1n 
every community where they have a corporation.

Maybe it is something that could be dealt with at the regional level. It would have to be a
^ £ Т Г П*а1: °?,that, "0“ldí have ,to come from th.e fl0°r on that basis, like maybe what we need is an
architect or those kind of people. At the regional level there might be some of those people that
m Rht be able to help the Deh Cho Regional Council to shop around down south to get the best
possible deal for the best quality material and that sort of thing. It would be sort of taking the 
responsibility away from the corporation and the association and putting in at the regional level.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Eliza.

+ w h 0 LfWRENíE: 1 ,would ,Jusî 1ike t0 m.ake a comment. On the secretary manager, I understand that
r T t r i  no*. eno,u9^ People Interested in sitting on the board of the housing association, because 

of different policies that were set upon them. It is my feeling that if you had a housing 
MnMciIÜr00’ You car) have more say in it, whereas, this women that is working under the 
Housing Corporation, she is not reporting to any local group. I think that a lot of this interest 
has to come from the local level to request that the band, or some agreement should be made so that 
some more direction and more input can be put into it.

MR. ERIC MENICOCHE: The idea that Sam brought up sounds pretty good, but what I am concerned about 
is that before you get to the regional level, I think that at the local level the people have to be 
more educated and responsible. Before you build a house you need a foundation so I think that most 
or our people here need the education to take over the responsibility of taking care of our own 
homes. Before you get to a real high level, people have to be trained at the local level first.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Sam.

MR. GARGAN: Eric, I guess we are looking for suggestions and answers to the problems. We have had 
the problems for the last 10 years now, and we know what the communities have experienced. I think 
maybe we have educated ourselves to a point now where we are saying the corporation or the 
association are not working and that we have to find a new approach. Instead of alleviating the
problem right now, I think that we have created more of a problem. The Idea was good 1n the first
place, to provide shelter for the Dene people, but as soon as It became an Institution they forgot 
what the Idea was originally for, and that was to provide housing for the people.

So, the Housing Corporation Is sort of looking after Its own Interests, rather than the Interests
of the people 1t was meant to serve. So we are trying to find another avenue to look a t , to
change.

MR. ERIC MENICOCHE: Well my opinion Is that there will be no problem for the Dene council to
handle our own housing 1f the finances are donated by the territorial government. There would be 
no problem there.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Donald.

MR. OONALD ANTOINE: One of the things that we just realized 1n the last couple of years Is that
the local housing association here only does three things. They decide who gets the next house, 
maintain the house and collect the rent. It 1s just more or less a powerless body 1n the community 
that does not do anything. That 1s one of the things that I addressed In a meeting with Gordon 
Wray. I think that that Is one of the reason that nothing gets done within the housing 
corporation. It seems like the tenants 1n the buildings are getting more shafted than the people 
that are supposed to be helping them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you for your presentations.

— ADJOURNMENT



- 454 -

V
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

FORT SIMPSON. MONDAY. AUGUST 13. 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): First of all, 1 would like to thank everyone for coming out tonight. I 
would especially like to thank Chief Jim Antoine and the Fort Simpson Dene Sand Council for 
Inviting the Special Committee on Housing to hold this public hearing in your beautiful community.

The Special Committee on Housing consists of six elected MLA's and four alternate MLA's. We were 
appointed by the Legislative Assembly in February, 1984, to Investigate the concerns people in the 
communities have about housing. I would now like to introduce to you the committee Members present 
today: Mrs. Eliza Lawrence, representing Tu Nedhe; Mr. Red Pedersen, representing Kitlkmeot West; 
Mr. Sam Gargan, representing Deh Cho; Mr. Michael Ballantyne, representing Yellowknife North; and 
myself Ludy Pudluk, representing High Arctic.

Mr. Arnold McCallum, who represents Slave River and who also co-chairs this conmlttee with me, Is 
out of the NWT at this time. He w M l  be joining our tour next week, as will John T'Selefe, who 
represents Sahtu.

So far, this committee has held public hearings in 17 coirmunitles across the NWT. We have met with 
municipal councils, band councils and housing associations, in order to understand the concerns 
these groups have about housing.

In addition to Fort Simpson, we will visit the communities of Rae-Edzo, Snowdrift, Fort Resolution, 
Fort Providence, Detah, Lac la Martre, Fort Smith and Hay River 1n August. After this tour Is 
completed, we will visit an additional 15 communities in the Kitikmeot and Keewatin regions in the 
fall.

On the basis of what people tell us at the public hearings and other meetings held in the 
communities, this committee will make an interim report to the Legislative Assembly in November. A 
final report, which will include recommendations, will try to address the concerns raised In the 
communities.

An important part of this committee's mandate is to review the operations of the Northwest 
Territories Housing Corporation. This review will begin once we have heard from the people in the 
communities. We will study the present structure and operating procedures of the NWT Housing 
Corporation to see whether the programs are getting to the people in the most efficient and 
effective way. We will also make recommendations for changes in programs and policies that, we 
hope, will leaa to some real improvements In housing at the community level.

I would like to emphasize that we are elected representatives, not government employees. We do not 
work for the NWT Housing Corporation or for the Government of the NWT. We work for you, the people 
of the NWT. This committee was formed because so many of us in the Legislative Assembly were 
always dealing with housing problems in our constituencies. The problems basically seemed to be 
the same across the NWT and your Legislative Assembly decided that it was time to take a look at 
the NWT Housing Corporation and talk to the people in the communities to see if there could not be 
a better way of providing housing.
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Therefore, we have come here tonight to hear from you, the people of Ft. Simpson. These community 
hearings are the first step In finding out what people think about the housing they have now, and 
to collect the Ideas people have for changes and Improvements. At this point, we cannot tell you 
what our recommendations will be. We still have to visit many more conmunltles to listen to the 
people and the review of the NWT Housing Corporation will take some time. ue have to consider the 
housing situation across the h'WT and look at where the money would come from to fund any changes we 
might suggest. We have a responsibility to make sure that our recomnendatlons are realistic and 
positive. We are not Interested in making changes just for the sake of change Itself; Instead, we 
must make recommendations that would solve at least some of the major problems we have heard so 
much about over the past few months.

At this time, I would like to call upon other Members of the committee who
may wish to make a few opening remarks. Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to thank everyone for Inviting us to
Fort Simpson. As you all know, housing is a big concern all across the Territories. It Is getting 
to be a M g  problem, therefore when they made the motion to establish a Special cccmlttee on 
Housing, I supported It.

Like Ludy had mentioned, we are not working for the Housing Corporation or the government. We are 
all elected Members, and to make any changes we need your concerns and views. I would like to 
encourage anyone to come up and speak about your concerns. Especially the women, because I 
consider them to play a very Important part since they are the ones that have to stay home and look 
after the children.

Many times, the houses the way that they are built, it is not a good way of planning because there 
Is not enough room for closets and storage rooms. Some of the houses were just slapped together 
and now they are just falling apart. It 1s really Important for you people to have a say 1n how 
the houses are being built, as they have been Ignored in the past. So, I would just like to 
encourage everybody to come up and speak so that it will help us to make good recommendations and 
hopefully make some changes to benefit all of the coimiunities. Mushi cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. I think you have heard enough from this table for now. We
would just H k e  you to know that since arriving in Ft. Simpson this morning, we have been quite 
busy. We met with Sharon Moore, the housing associations secretary manager and also with the band 
council. We also toured around the community and were able to meet some of you.

I would remind you once again that we have come here to listen to you. Since we do not work for 
the Housing Corporation or for the Government of the NWT, we cannot answer questions about their 
B°]>ci eL as tbey apply 1n Fort Simpson, but we will meet with the district office of the Housing 
Corporation in Hay River next week. We will also review the entire Housing Corporation 1n the 
months to come, so your questions will not be forgotten. They will be recorded, as will the 
responses of the Housing Corporation.

Before I close, I would just like to say a few words about how these public hearings work. We are 
t w H UJ L ff r sl'!,u|1t3neous translation and tonight our interpreters are Sarah Menoza from Fort 
Providence, and Betty Menicoche of Fort Simpson. They will translate remarks from English to
Slavey and vice versa. If you wish to hear the translation, please get a receiver and headset.

*u are l"ecorc^ n9 this meeting so that we will have a record of everyone's concerns. Transcripts of 
the public hearings will be produced and copies will be sent back to you. It is necessary for 
anyone who wishes to speak to come forward to this table and speak to us through the microphone. 
Ini/*u 4.W9y’ the interPreters will hear your remarks and they will also be recorded. We would also 

<state your 1атЛ befor? i n n i n g  and that you remain at the table following your 
presentation in case any of the committee Members have questions to ask of you.

The floor is now open if anyone wishes to make a presentation.

MR. GERRY ANTOINE: My name Is Gerry Antoine. Presently I am working as the community secretary in 
dean Marie. I was not at the meeting today over at the band office, but I heard through the winds 
that Jean Marie has been mentioned. On behalf of Jean Marie I would like to invite the coamlttee 
members to visit Jean Marie to see how it is set up, and to see what kind of things are happening 
1n regards to log constructions.
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Jean Marie has a population of 56 people and It Is 44 air miles from here and 45 miles by river. 
It has a sawmill that has been generated by the people of Jean Marie through their own efforts. In 
the later years, the Government of the North-est Territories has assisted tiie ummunity in its 
problems, not only with the saw mill but with various other things 1n Jean Marie. But, I would 
like to invite the committee to visit Jean Marie.

The other thing 1s, I am not quite sure how to present It, because just tonight when I got In, I 
was told that there was a meeting here. One thing that 1 would like to mention Is that we are 
trying to see 1f we could have a log building course 1n Jean Marie next spring. I have spoken to 
Chuck Jacobson, who used to be 1n the Department of Economic Development, but since the training 
part of It has gone Into the Department of Education, he 1s now within the Department of Education 
with the training part of It. Earlier on this spring, I had mentioned to him that we were 
entertaining the thought of having a log building course, since there 1s a lot of log construction 
In the Deh Cho region, and 1n other regions as well.

Jean Marie 1s probably the ideal place to have a log building course. One of the reasons being Is 
that it 1s Isolated and it gets the log builders concentrating on log building. It also has a 
sawmill, and the sawmill hus equipment that the log building course could utilize. Also there are 
a lot of large logs that they can obtain from that area. I would just like to Just let the 
committee know that we are pursuing this idea of a log building course In Jean Marie.

Maybe If the recommendations that come out from this committee's findings 1n from the communities, 
If they are entertaining the thought of having such a course by way of the Thebatcha College In 
Fort Smith, maybe Jean Marie can be one of the places that they could have this log building 
course. I guess that is all that I wanted to say, and I hope that you have the chance to visit 
Jean Marie.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I think that we have already been invited to Jean Marie, but we cannot do 
It on this trip. We are going to make a plan before the fall session so that we can visit to that 
community after.

MR. GERRY ANTOINE: If you do visit Jean Marie, Ron Hardlsty is the area local government officer 
there, and he Is our contact person, so you can just contact him.

MRS. LAWRENCE: We plan for two or three weeks at a time, and in this trip we have community visits 
every day this week and next week, so our time for the next two weeks is taken up. The following 
week we already have other commitments, so as soon as our co-ordinator works it all out, we will 
let you know. We will contact you or Ron Hardisty and let you know when we can come Into your 
community. I would like to thank you for Inviting us and we will be happy to go to Jean Marie, but 
It 1s just that we were not invited before so your area was not included.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else!

MS BETTY MENICOCHf: My name is Betty Menicoche. I have prepared a presentation 1n writing, so I 
canjiead it-if— you would like me to. I have extra copies for anyone that would H k e  one. I have 
thought of writing this for some time now because housing has been an issue 1n Fort Simpson for a 
long time, and for me it has been personal. It is a different angle, but you said that you welcome 
different view points from different communities and this is my view point from listening to a lot 
of people over the last 10 or 15 years. I will just read it out. The title 1s "The Housing 
Question". A written submission to the housing task force of the Government of the NWT by Betty 
Menlcothe of Fort’ Simpson, NWT, August 13, 1984.

My query in regard to the housing needs of our community is directly related to the 1921 Treaty and 
what was promised to our Dene leaders. During the three days of debate between the federal 
government party and our Dene family leaders of this area, the Dene were promised, "That the 
government would take good care of the Dene to the point that if a man wanted to build a house 1n 
the bush, the government man would pack the boards and material on his back to the site, no matter 
how far it was to make that possible." This quote was related by the late respected leader of Jean 
Marie River, Louis Norwegian, at one regional meeting that I was present at during the 1970s.

Is housing not a provision under the 1921 Treaty and the Indian Act? The Indians on the reserves 
down south get funding from the federal government to build homes for their members. Understand 
that the federal government has an agreement with the Government of the Northwest Territoies to
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look ifter a lot of the provisions for Treaty Indians agreed to In the Treaties 8 and 11 and under 
the Indian Act, health care and housing are a couple of these provisions. I Just use these as an 
example. 1958 and 1959 were the last and only years that the Treaty Indians of Fort Simpson band 
ever received housing from the Department of Indian Affairs.

The treaty was signed In 1521 ami today ifc is 1984 and that is 63 years. Where are all the houses 
and homes that could have been built? Of course we have had SSHAG grants and HAPP grants since 
1980 to 1984. That Is four years, and a number of low and public rental units In the early 1970s 
In Fort Simpson, but It has and Is not adequate. We all know the problems with labour and 
qualified help needed to complete the homes, etc.

Housing has become a major frustration and cause of fighting amongst the Dene, and I speak from 
experience. There are families that do not own a house, an example that I am familiar with, Is a 
family group of 18 people Including children who do not own a house to call a home, and of this lot 
they are entitled to at least nine houses. That Is only an example of many In Fort Simpson, and 
this particular family has lived In th1? community, contlneously for 38 years.

The repair programs are not meeting the needs as they are on loan basis or so meager that they are 
useless. These grants do not meet the realities of the true financial picture of the Dene, most 
work on temporary and casual employment. The same applies to people receiving the last four years 
of home-ownership grants. Most work on and for native organizations which depend on government
Grants. What I am saying 1s that the grants do not take into consideration the native and of the 
Inanclal Income of the Dene. Most of the work is unstable due to grants and short nature of work 

available.

In other wordi, the home-ownership programs are falling short of providing adequate means and good 
homes. The people receiving grants are expected to build their own homes without any formal 
training or experience In log building, carpentry or house construction. This fact In Itself 1s 
the first stumbling block to frustration. I am glad that Gerry made that suggestion for Jean

I know of a family on a reserve down south that had only to choose a house plan and site and the 
band council hires a qualified housing contractor to build and finish h1s home. This type of 
building Is made possible through federal government funding for housing for Treaty Indians. What 
happened to this funding for the Northwest Territories? Sure, the North Is a land of opportunity 
and the last richest frontier 1n the world, just look at the pipeline and all the exploration that 
is happening In this region. So, how come the Dene people have become slum dwellers in their own 
homeland? To top off the Indignation, the Dene are 1n a negotiating position with the federal 
government for land claims, and this 1s all based on the 1921 Treaty.

Why could we not get housing benefits equal to our brothers and sisters that are treaty and live on 
the reserves? Why are we losing out? Where Is the housing provisions by the federal government 
and the Northwest Territories government for the treaty people? At least is this money Is 
Identified and found 1n the government bureaucracy of CMHC and Housing Corporation, a few more 
people in Fort Simpson would be happier to have a home of their own or a bed to sleep on for thatmatt at* r

I understand the federal government turns over money for Treaty Indian housing to the Government of 
the Northwest Territories? Where 1s It then? We are entitled to this benefit, at least until the 
land claims Issue Is resolved and settled. The provinces do not assume this responsibility, they 
why does the Government of the NWT, and even it if does, 1t has not done a good job. Only the 
housing program employees have benefited, not the long term and aboriginal people, the Dene.

1ита<и* ^ur*:*ier to argument, the Fort Simpson band has 700 plus members that are treaty and the 
NWT has approximately 7000 plus treaty members. There 1s a Department of Indian Affairs that 
updates this 11st monthly dnd annually. I guess that 1s probably why I was afraid, because every 
time you say treaty, everyone just turns a sour face. There are people like that In the NWT. What 
Is the per capita grants or funding provided by the federal government toward housing for the 
treaty members listed by the Department of Indian Affairs for the NWT? What kind of benefits have 
and are being equally and justly received 1n lieu of this money for housing? Is this a fair 
question? A lot of people have been tossing this around In their minds and around their kitchen 
tables, and I feel It 1s about time 1t comes out in the public.



These types of questions comes to your mind as you learn that NWT Dene are not Included In housing 
discussions by the rest of the Canadian Treaty Indians 1n their housing conferences, because there 
are no services or programs for Indian or Dene housing In the NWT. In the end, the Dene and 
especially the people who are listed as Treaty Indians 1n the NWT are losing out. Whether you like 
to admit, it or not, there ire Treaty Indians 1n the NWT. When are they —  we going to get equal 
and just treatment and programs and to start with housing, first.

I definitely believe as a result of this discrepancy of attitude and behaviour of the governments, 
territorial and federal, toward the treaty population of the Dene people, has created the housing 
problem. Crowded and rundown housing conditions and the poor provision towards housing 
construction 1n Fort Simpson has become factors In the social breakdown of the Dene.

So In closing, I recommend the following Ideas: The housing task force, and the Fort Simpson Dene 
Band, along with the Dene Nation, seriously consider the housing funding discrepancy 1n Fort 
Simpson and the NWT on behalf of the treaty population, and: a) to research and compare the 
housing service and program fundings to treaty people on the reserve down south by the federal 
government policies on housing, b) to research and make public the funding received from the 
federal government for Indian housing for the NWT and especially for Fort Simpson Dene band, c) to 
begin providing adequate moneys for complete construction by competent trades people to build 
houses for Dene, especially 1n Fort Simpson, d) to provide some funds toward final completion of 
the Incomplete SSHAG houses 1n Fort Simpson, soonest, e) to provide funding or hire people to 
research the area of Indian housing provided by the Department of Indian Affairs, 1921 to 1984 for 
the NWT. f) to establish an adequate housing funding and program comparable to reserves beginning 
Immediately until the land claims negotiations are finished, g) to consider reallocating present 
monies from government housing programs and departments and employees, to provide monies for Indian 
Dene housing as a last resource 1f above Information 1s hard to obtain.

In conclusion, I feel this program or funding Idea would not jeopardize whatever housing programs 
are now available, it would elevlate the present frustrations and apathy faced by Dene applicants. 
The present policies and requirements discourage the treaty people that really need Improving their 
living conditions and houses.

I am not advocating separating people and categorizing them as Treaty Indians. I am only 
identifying a group of people that have not received justice and fair treatment based on the 1921 
and 1928 treaties. We have become poorer by the 1921 and 1928 treaties and the land claims 
negotiations. By putting 1n this submission, I hope to stake a claim on housing benefits and 
provisions for the Dene people and, In particular, for the treaty people who have a rich legacy to 
property —  the land of the NWT or Denendeh. Mahsl Cho, for your attention. These are just a 
number of my Ideas, and I thought that I would just write them down and present It, and it might 
help you 1n your recommendations. Mahsl Cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you very much. That was an excellent presentation. Anybody else? 
Sam.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to thank you for your statement, Betty. I just 
wanted to tell you that Chief Jim Antoine did write a letter to Indian Affairs 1n Ottawa about the 
housing situation here. He requested that they get some assistance from the Department of Indian 
Affairs in Ottawa. Ottawa then returned a letter saying that they were not the same as a reserve, 
and that the federal housing program is actually designated to the people on the reserve, this was 
quoted from Munro's letter. I took this letter, made a copy of it and wrote a letter back to Mr. 
Munro, with regard to the Hay River Reserve, and if that is the case, then the Hay River Reserve 
should be getting that same kind of housing If It only applies to reserves.

I have written to him two times now since the first letter about two months ago, and I have still 
not gotten a reply back. He has not said one way or the other if the Hay River Reserve 1s entitled 
to it or what the circumstances are in regard to the federal department and the NWT Dene people. 
So, I thought that I would just let you know that, that I have not received a response as yet.

MS BETTY MENICOCHE: Well that 1s why I was recommending that you get somebody to research that, 
other than yourself, because there must be something there that you and I do not know and that 
Munro's letter does not imply.
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f * - GARGAN: /  °u, 0f recommendations that come to this table are going to be forwarded to the 
oolna to1compSSei4b th*t Bl?  hp9iV " to°* afs, Part of tbe presentation or the report, eventually that Is
Co-ord1nat?no'Council^ That t0 do the same th1n9 as the Alcohol and Drug
reserves haïe Ï Ï t  inH 2  a аГ6д 9 °1 "9 to be mak1ng comparisons, with what the

or responsif f î l S ï  d r  £  f i l i l ^ e ^ e E T l i S ' S  К Г Т У Ў Й ?  f i " » »
the whole picture If we are going to come up with any kind of final recomnendatlon. 9 P

5  BF I u «ME4NICP,!?HE,: We,11, the reason that I wrote all of this out Is that I have heard oeoDle talk 

?п°Йек5огГИ«Лге т 1 ? % 19? 5 and 7°S’ ab0Ut th1s money that should be 9°in9 t0 Indian housing
as ĩhJas wrltfnÍ V t h n V n h f ’i«í? 1 n  l ' í V / V " 9 !10 T  blg potl The more 1 think about It, and 
oJn 1 houses 'm d 9ê v w î ? h i n ! S h « ^  \  2 e federa1 employees -  down South they have to buy their 
EÎen In Fort Sim^nn Î i ^ ’nf f ^  96l  the t0p pay1"9 Jobs’ they set the best housing In the NWT.
hïÎ2 a hoSsî SInrf ?hic ? uS í°iSe! arc empty and there 1s a fami1y here that does n°t evennave a house, and this Is the richest land. Something has got to give.

HR. MKGAN: I realize that. The Department of Education has money for Indian education but vou
are right when you say that It Is all lumped Into one big pot. 0 ’ DUt* you

f l n d ï t  ï h T S r t ,  SUmmer* tï?y^hîd th1s g1rl h1red by CMHC* and 1 was kind of upset ton  no out that nobody In Fort Simpson applied because they have this fundlna nnllrv that nnno «f
people could apply because the people in the family were making $20,000 a9year, Уа п ? yet those are

» í r í ; « ‘t S n rs . po' ° " s - s° - r,sM °ff- H  the »“ ■ w " c » t s .  «  j?,t i « d S ”

!S;tfnnRGAN:i VoU menti°ned a1?° tbe HAP and SSHAG program about the package deals that they are 
getting. I guess as far as basic human rights go, shelter Is one of the H o h ĸ  nf the

f S  then9peCop0feh1îf the î t h  creati"9 the housing corporation was9to provide hoSsing

l S  " T i r e  X  W  of* & Г ; , 9а ,,Пг Г Р0Л , Г 61 rite t , ' Í  
corPontlon ts there to pro.fde houses,9 and e’ither gt°,e is » 1 î d  t o " , ? / *  Л  ÏÏ

with neon that? S V ’ ** US h3Ve U  a11, or do not bother providin9 It. Would you agrle

?НягВЕ1Гг!1ЕМ1С0С? Е:1 Y m ’ J  WOu1d agree w1th you* We were 1n a meeting a couple of nights ago and
aH s^ell th We Up We got a SSHAG house* but u  «as only enough to9buflda shell. We are both unemployed, and how are we supposed to finish that house? Sn we яго
concluding that the first grants that were given 1n 1980, and that is just four short years and
to^iini/thec6 h ° U enou9b Ending to do half a job and then they tell you to bring in BC builders 
to build these houses that are really worth $40,000 to $100,000. Who is qolna to aet that kindnf 
mortgage and money? That is why I recommended this. It 1s no use if they are n?t ooifo to olvl

w 11 h * everybodyP el s e*" * which 1 ° 2 Г  dolI°U fjUSt e"d iP w1th everybody bein9 frustrated 9and9figh?1ng " everyDoay else, which I was doing for a couple of years until I realized what was hannpnlnn
here. So even these HAP package deals do not even have the money for the labour. P 9

S l “ “ ãs f?0rSf UslI r t L thÍ í herC ls * " " “ " í »  of hopelessness here in that .hen the housing 
пям.,! ' parted, there was a promise of two dollars a month until you die but once the
native people were brought Into these houses, that the government sort of qot them *That there Is
now?"" "SSneSS “  ,r"stratil>"- »"< >«*s m e  the "native people ere soít ï? iaugït ! n T t r l p

?пиВ»1ТУг1МЕМ1*°?НЕ: K "  yes* and that is why 1 said frustration and apathy. If you qet a house
build°nods k i T l V T a t Whareh W3y tu,n f d y°u do not have the training and you do not have the log 
years aåo thíJuoh ĩhe гУ ! 9hl?9 t0 d°H ldentified the log bulling course here a number o? 

anv9 hein 95nthwh«*NAf ort,whatev,er and throu9b manpower and nothing ever happens and you do not
yourselves 1 and then прпп Ĩ hUSeJ  I°U 9et„,a house and then you end up all fighting amongst yourselves, and then people sit back and say, “Let us see how far he gets with his house."

y0U think tbat maybe job creation or the federal employment branch should be more
houses P?t Vs a ^ а с к я п Г ^ п Н 1 h°" " I V  V 1! Hous1ng Corporation, so that when they do allocate 
nouses, it is a package including the labour aspects of it? Also, whether vou think thet thp
mater1.lC°nr0r<h ° i V n Ulb bf  resPonstb,e for the design, construction and the supplying of all the
corporatfoii"shou"d just be" а"?ип(Шд °адепсу7^У °' °r tte f
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MS BETTY MEN I COCHE : 1 think that It should be a little bit of everything. I do not think that 
they should just leave It up to the Individual, especially if you just come from a bush envlornment 
and you have never built a house. If you want to have a good house, why not have the total 
package with a little bit of help from the Housing Corporation, or something like Lhe idea that the 
Dand had here sometime ago to set up a construction company to do that sort of thing for you.

MR. GARGAN: Do you think then, that 1t would work a lot better if the band actually took on the 
contracts and get the resourse people required to build houses? In other words, Instead of getting 
a contractor to do the houses, the band would take on the responsibility of hiring people to bid on 
the contracts and If they are successful, then they would hire the qualified people to work on the 
houses. Is that what you are getting at?

MS BETTY MENICOCHE: Hell something like that, and plus 1t would generate employment for a lot of 
people that do have the skills already and it would give them the encouragement to go on. I would 
think that we would still need qualified, professional people, because people are not going to 
school, they are not going for any special training or anything. So, I would also see some sort of 
training component Involved In that. I think that 1t 1s a good Idea.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to comment on your submission Betty. 
It 1s a really good one and you touch on so many points that are happening. It seems like the 
treaty people lost out on so many things when they signed that treaty 1n 1921. Anytime money is 
given on behalf of the native people, we lose out, because once 1t 1s in the hands of the 
territorial government, they are there to serve everyone.

So, naturally there are a lot of transient people coming to the Territories, and we have to share 
that money with them. By the time 1t comes to the community level there is not too much to go 
around, and it just frustrates everybody. It seems like 1t is that way in just about every program 
Including education. People come here to the Territories and they only have to live here for a 
couple of years and then they get grants, and then our children have to go without. Even some of 
the schools 1n some of the communities are very poor, they are just little trailers put together. 
Also 1t Is coming to the health program as well, and if we do not look out and the health program 
Is transferred to the territorial government, then we have had It, because the money Is not going 
to be there for the services. I would just like to say thank you for you submission, 1t was very 
good.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I would just like to say that It was a very good submission. I think that you 
illustrated at one point that it is especially important —  that the way that this conrnittee Is 
going to work, 1s that we are not going to finish with the public hearings until the end of October 
and we have to make an interim report for the November session. Obviously we have a lot of work to 
do after that, and it is going to be very important to do the research that you are talking about.

Chief Antoine was talking about the history and the promises that have been made and broken over 
the years, and I think that it is important for this committee to have that research capability and 
to be able to prove that to the federal government, that there were a lot of promises made and a 
lot of them broken, and also to compare the programs in the South with the programs in the North. I

I know that there some good programs in the South, and I have also been on some of the reservations 
In the South where the housing has been a lot worse than here. So I think that we can do, 
hopefully, better than that, if we do our homework properly. I think that what you have shown me, 
is that this committee is really going to need people to do that research, so that we can put 
together all the parts of this very complex problem and make a submission that is going to work and 
accepted. So, I really thank you for your comments.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else?

MR. PATRICK SCOTT: My name is Patrick Scott, and I am the executive director of the Deh Cho 
Regional Council. I do not have a written presentation because I am not as organized as Betty. 
First of all I would like to comment on one issue which relates to the small communities
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surrounding this community of Fort Simpson. Gerry has already mentioned Jean Marie. Kaklsa, 
Nahannl Butte and Trout Lake, none of these communities are represented and have a direct access to 
a housing program. In other words, they do not have people In the community directly dealing with 
houslnq, because there are no housing associations In those communities. These are all small 
communities and are under the territorial government, unorganized.

The other comment that I would like to make 1n that regard, Is that the housing In these 
communities are In general of a better quality than In the communities where we have a rental 
program run by the Housing Corporation. I think that 1t Is a very basic reality that people own 
their own homes and they are much better maintained.

I wanted to comment on what Is traditionally called the northern rental program. Sam previously 
mentioned about the commitment when these houses were built to have the rent at two dollars. That 
is another one of the promises that the government has not kept because of inflation, but they did 
maintain the five dollar treaty payment which 1s not affected by Inflation for some reason. The 
northern rental program was established as a lease/purchase program, and It is, 1n my opinion, an 
outright failure of the territorial Housing Corporation, that that lease/purchase program has not 
♦u6? ec^ ve, They have not provided an ongoing encouragement for people to purchase the units 
that they are living in, nor have they ever educated in many of the communities have they educated 
the people that are able to do that in the northern rental program.

Secondly, now what is happening with the Housing Corporation, I think 1s really Idisplctablel when 
people are telling the Housing Corporation that they want to own their own homes, the housing 
corporation 1n many communities Is beginning to renovate northern rental programs under a CMHC 
program and upgrade them to public housing, they make Improvements but it takes the ability for the 
people to own that home out of their hands. They become permanent rental homes, and I think that 
that 1s unfair for the people that live in them and 1t is unfair to the comnunity.

that the Housing Corporation should be disolved and eliminated as a bureauracy 
within the territorial government. I think 1t has been an utter waste of money and the money that 
is spent of the territorial Housing Corporation could be utilized much more effectively In 
delivering real houses Into each of the communities. There are many other methods of delivery of 
housing programs In the communities by using the existing organizations that are already in place, 
such as the band councils, and there are capable people there that know the needs. A district 
housing office, in this case in Hay River, will never be on top of the needs of the housing and the 
day to day concerns that people have in Fort Simpson, Nahanni Butte, Trout Lake, Wrigley or Fort 
Liard. It Is just Impossible for them to maintain a constant and good contact with each of the 
communities 1n their districts. For them to do it, it would be a waste of money when there are 
people In each home base that can do that.

In the regard of the Housing Corporation wasting money, I am amazed that the people suffer, because 
fusing corporation is carrying a mortgage of a place like Northern United Place. I do not 

think .hat that 1s fair to the people in the communities who need the housing, and the bureaucrats 
and the United Church of Canada who chose to build that place and could not afford to do it, why 
should the people have to carry that? I do not think that that 1s right.

The present structure of the housing association 1n each community is an unworkable structure. In 
my opinion. If you cannot disolve the Housing Corporation through your committee, do something 
about the housing associations. The housing association acts as a landlord and as a tenant, and in 
n? T ™  W1 that wor .̂ The housing association is made up of, technically the members in each 
of the houses, and in no way can a bureauracy which has to follow a management policy set down by 
the government through the housing corporation represent the tenants fairly. It is impossible, you

.“U r ' " 5 9“ e’ ”Ге е,Н'еГ 3 "nant " a ,andl°rd' and ,n th,s case
If the housing associations are going to be carried on, I would suggest that the associations 
become tenant associations and that the management of the programs In each of the communities be an 
employee/employer relationship, and scrap the bullshit of having a quasi tenant association to 
answer the needs of the tenants. It does not do it and it cannot.

One of the issues that affect housing and often is not addressed when housing is addressed, Is town 
planning. The Government of the Northwest Territories has undertaken to do town plans to improve 
many of the communities, Jean Marie Is an example of that, in consultation with the cormiunltles.
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In many of the cases though, I do not think that the town planners are sensitive enough to the 
types of needs that the community members have, and I will be specific In addressing this by 
referring to the community of Fort Rae. When the new town plan was developed there, the lots that 
the people were used to having so that they could maintain their dog teams, so that they could have 
room for their warehouses and the facilities that they need for hunting and trapping, the lots were 
simply urban size lots to reduce the cost of the delivery of water and sewage. I think that the 
criteria Is misplaced.

When you have urban planners from the territorial government, who have been trained 1n university 
and have little sensitivity to real community needs, and have no experience on the most part of 
living 1n the communities, It 1s really impossible for them to get a clear idea of how a community 
1s going to work. In that regard, I would suggest that the territorial government undertake to 
remove the town planners from Yellowknife and put them Into the regions, so that the town planners 
have real contact in each of the communities that they are working with.

Betty mentioned federal government housing being empty In this community and territorial government 
housing from time to time being empty. Because Fort Simpson 1s a service community, we have a 
vargraphlc example of a double standard, a government standard and a Dene standard of housing. 
This committee that you sit on has no power to address the federal government housing Issue In 
communities like Fort Simpson and the city of Yellowknife. It 1s a very serious problem, because 
the people who live in those houses are for the most part transient members of the community, and 
1n reality they have the cheapest and the best housing.

The federal government housing 1n this community tends to be three and four bedroom homes, many of 
them have full basements and when you live 1n a federal government house, you pay a flat rent and 
you get all of your utilities provided, and that Is water, electricity and heat. If you live In a 
low rental, you have to pay for your light bill as well as your rent, and in this community your 
electrical bills run very high or can. I do not know how this issue can be addressed through your 
committee, but I think that it has to be addressed, because there 1s a real injustice there.

The GNWT has developed a new policy which becomes effective in this community in the fall, where 
GNWT houses, or government employees have to begin providing their own homes. It is a nice Idea, 
but the manner in which they are going about it is totally unworkable because, again, none of the 
ground work has been done to ensure that the facilities are there for people to enter into a 
private market or to be able to build their own homes. I do not think that there are not enough 
lots here, on the island of Fort Simpson, for all the government employees to move out of their 
house within the next year, their GNWT house. It appears to me that a basic and critical issue 
such as housing is dealt with in a very haphazard and scatterbrain way, and it Inferlorates me.

We have a particular issue here in Fort Simpson which is, again, beyond the control of the people 
In the community. Back in the '60s, Fort Simpson was flooded, a flood plain was established and 
you cannot build in areas on this Island, which is most of the island now. A new policy Is coming 
into effect that if your house Is not above the 127 foot mark, in the event of a flood, you will 
not receive any compensation, which also means that you can not get a CMHC mortgage. That policy 
was supposed to come into effect in July, but it has not as yet, but we are now in the position 
where It probably will come into effect, within the next year, if not this fall. There are 
literally -  any of the lots that are available, tend to be below that 127 foot grade. How do we 
get around that? If I want to build my own house and the only lot that I can get Is below that 
grade, I cannot get a mortgage. There is a fellow who had a house burn down a year ago, and he 
cannot rebuild on that lot because it Is in the flood plain and it is a traditional family lot. 
Does that make any sense? There might be another flood in five, 10 or 20 years, but what Is he 
supposed to do in the meantime? It is ludicrous.

An issue was raised with me last week which I was unaware of until then, that because of new and 
improved standards for electrical wiring, NCPC will not hook up federal government houses that are 
either privately owned or that were build by the federal government back in the 60s, I think, and 
are privately owned, until the wiring is upgraded, if the house has been disconnected for some 
reason. So, there are at least three houses that I know of in this community that the people have 
to spend approximately $1500 to upgrade their electrical wiring because within the last few years, 
-heir wiring has been disconnected, either for non-payment or because they went out in the bush and 
had 1t cut off or whatever the reason is. So now they cannot get power, so what do they do, they 
run power cords or extension cords from their neighbors. Is that safe? Does that make sense? 
Their neighbors have the same wiring, was done at the same time, and has not been changed.
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I think that the last comment that I would like to make 1s that I strongly believe that If real
equal housing 1s ever going to exist and any type of private housing Is going to exist In the
western Arctic, the Government of the Northwest Territories should eliminate their $450 a month 
housing subsidy. It 1s a bloody fringe benefit for people coming In —  to attract people who 
coming In and now the people who have been established here within the territorial government and
who are trying to make a career out of it, 1t 1s to their benefit and to nccnc olscs.

If you are a small businessman, you cannot afford to pay $450 a month to every employee. If you 
a!c« rlat ve organization which depends on a variety of government funded programs, you cannot 
afford to pay each employee $450 a month housing subsidy. So, it adds another inequity. The 
government employees get the best housing and then they get the best subsidy on top of it, and it 
is tax free. I think that 1t should be eliminated.

I meke my comments to you with very little confidence that you will be able to do much about any of 
the issues that are raised. I am sorry that I have become arspectacle.) Your political group and
•ДУ view of the territorial government Is that It is run by the bureaucrats and not by the 
polltlcans. So, good luck with your report. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you for your comments Pat. I tend to agree with you that at least In the
pest It has been run by the bureaucrats and we are going to try to do something about that. What I 
would like to do Is make a couple of comments and maybe a couple of questions about the points that 
you brought forward. K

First one about the sale of northern rentals to its occupants. One of the major problems with that 
-- the concept Is good -  and I know in my constituency, in Rainbow Valley, many years ago some of 
the people actually bought their northern rentals in horrible conditions. They are stuck with them 
now and they are stuck with all of the high operational casts of those northern rentals. So, I 
think In fairness, before you ask people to buy them, that they should be fixed up. I think that 

with that? ^ b3d t0 3Sk someone t0 take over * tota11y insufficient house. Would you not agree

MR. PATRICK SCOTT: Not completely, no. I think that that is a scapegoat. That same argument was 
used with the people in Fort Rae a number of years ago when I lived there, when people were asking 
tne same question. They wanted to buy their own houses, and the territorial Housing corporation 
representatives said exactly the same thing, that the houses are not good enough for you to buy, 
but they are dam good enough for you to pay rent every month and go on living and living and llvlnq 
n them. So, either shit or get off the pot, frankly. Excuse my language, but If you say that 
they need to be fixed up, then the Housing Corporation has had umteen years to fix them and they 
have never done it.

Then, when they do start doing it, they change the program so that the people cannot buy their 
house. Then they take a northern rental house, strip the walls from inside out, take everything
nd leave just the studding up,, and they rebuild the bloody thing, because that is the way that

î « ^ u * an ?et to rebuild it, and they call it public housing, a new program, and it cannot be
rfpueinnoHS?n 1 Ие< Г 50П H shit °ut luck" He has ,ost his 33 per cent down Piment that he has developed in equity over the number of years that he has been in that house. If they are going to

Derson ffVffYt th6n provide a Program that will enable and assist theperson to Tlx it up. Do not do it the other way around.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

ü ^ « B iLL*îîTYNE\  ^  we are lookin9 at is exactly that. I agree that the w ay that is has been 
aone m  the past is wrong but I know that the people in my constituency have been stuck now, they 
,a£!LuPa ,ex°rbitant costs for houses that are inadequate and there has got to be something,

T IS befor.® or after, to help them out, and that is what I am saying. It has not been
done and I agree with you, that that is a big burden to place on somebody just for the sake of
aying, I own my own house." Yet the cost of that house of running that house goes up ten fold.

PATRICK SCOTT: I would agree with you that it has been done wrongly in the past, and what I 
see happening within the last two years in a number of communities, I think is even more criminal, 
it is totally wrong and it is even worse.

8
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MR. BALL ANT YNE: We have some agreement that It has not been done very well at all. Hopefully we 
will come up with some Ideas to Improve that. Another point that you brought up that 1s good, and 
1t has also been brought up in a number of other communities, and that 1s the role of the housing 
association. As you said, 1t 1s very difficult to be bulb landlord and tenant and also the housing 
association Is somewhat Isolated and does not have that much of a power base to deal with a group 
like the Housing Corporation.

An Idea that has been thrown around, and you brought 1t up again, was perhaps It would be better to 
have It as a tenant's association and have the band or municipal council take over direct 
responsibility for housing In the community. Is that basically your basic point?

MR. PATRICK SCOTT: Yes.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I think that that makes sense and we have heard that In other places.

MR. PATRICK SCOTT: Oust one comment there Mike. If the band or municipal council 1s going to take 
over the management of the housing programs 1n the communities, in the past, where communities have 
attempted to do this, 1t has been my experience that the Housing Corporation comes with the same 
kind of agreement that they bring to the housing association. I think that those agreements are 
far too limiting and far too waited to the benefit of the Housing Corporation. You have to
remember, if you go to a band council or a municipal council, you are going to a political 
organization within the community, which has a political responsibility, as much as a managerial 
responsibility. You cannot lose sight of that, and if you burden either the band council or the 
municipal council with a management agreement that binds them, then they are not going to be able 
to provide any better service than the housing association is doing presently.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Yes, 1 agree. I think that one of the major concerns that we have heard from
every community 1s that the housing association essentially has no power. It does the dirty work 
for the corporation, by evicting people, raising the rent and telling people that they do not have 
enough money to help them fix up their house. So, obviously that would not be adequate.

What we are looking at, and again, we have a lot more work to do, Is the possibility of redefining 
the role of the corporation, perhaps as a funding organization, and over a period of time, turning 
over a lot more responsibilities to the local band council and municipal council for the actual 
complete delivery of programs. Now, It is going to be a tough battle and we are going to need the 
support of everybody to be able to do it, and I think that we have the will ourselves to give It a 
good shot, but that is what I was thinking about. That sort of power, with that power goes that 
responsibility, and I think that a band or municipal council is a much better body to do that, then 
a housing association.

MR. PATRICK SCOTT: I agree with you.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Another point and I know that It has just started, in your new role with the
regional council, do you see the regional council playing some kind of a role as opposed to 
Individual communities —  some sort of a role that could perhaps, for example, that at a regional
council level, the council would decide the allocation of houses, community by community 1n a
region? Where do you see it at this point, or Is It too premature a role of a regional council?

MR. PATRICK SCOTT: There are a number of ways that I could answer that. Sam sits on our council
as a non-voting member and he shook his head yes. It is not an issue that we have talked about at 
an assembly level and I do not think that it would be appropriate for me to speak on behalf of the 
council on that. Personally, I think that it is a possibility for the regional council to be 
involved, but until it Is discussed at a regional meeting and I get a sense of direction that the 
council would want to go in, I do not think that it is my position to say that.

MR. BALLANTYNE: It might be good for us, sometime in the next few months, and if It Is discussed,
If you can get that information to us, on what sort of decision that the council made, It would be 
helpful.

MR. PATRICK SCOTT: I will suggest that we discuss it at our next regional meeting in the fall, and
we will be able to get back to you with that discussion.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.
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MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to comment on the point that you made 
on the policy of wiring for power. I also heard that now, the wny that the policy 1s set, Is that 
before they can put any rewiring for power, you have to have two plugs outside, and this Is going 
to be very difficult for the elders who have never driven a vehicle before. There are not too many 
changes that we can make In the federal act. because It. Is out of cur jurisdiction. But, I 
strongly believe that, certainly, there are some changes that we can make because the Assembly 1s 
made up of a majority of native people.

You think that you are frustrated, you can just Imagine how myself and some of the people that are 
sitting out here, like Betty, we live with It. If I felt that I was not going to do anything and 
just sit here and have no faith in everything that Is existing, I would not be here. Now that I am 
Involved 1n It, I have lots of faith that there will be some changes made —  there better be some 
changes made —  and this 1s where I really need your recommendations.

I am sorry to hear that you think that we will not be making any changes, and I do not blame you, 
because I have seen how the government —  the federal people pushed the programs down our throats 
without any Input from the local people to the point where 1t is getting out of hand. Now they are 
screaming back at us for our Involvement, so they will just have to listen to us. Any 
recommendations that are made 1n our interim report, I am sure It will be supported because, like I 
said, the majority of the Assembly Members are native, and we live with the problems all of our 
lives. Thank you for your submission.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk) : Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I guess this is one issue that the candidates that are In 
the federal election are going to have to deal with. One of the things that happened when we were 
down 1n the Sahtu area, was that the Sahtu Regional Council had a representative travelling with us 
while we were in that area. He was able to travel with us to gather material to make a regional 
presentation. It might be a good Idea for you to get a representative to travel with us in order 
to gather material to present at your next regional meeting.

The only other thing that I wanted to mention was, do you think that Instead of rehabing the 
northern rental houses, that the people should be encouraged to buy the houses, and then apply for 
maybe a grant to upgrade their houses, once they buy them, rather than convert them into public 
houses?

MR. PATRICK SCOTT: That is my view, yes, that the people should be given the opportunity to buy 
their houses and then the support, 1f they require it, be given the support to upgrade them. When 
Mr. Ballantyne raised the issue of it being basically immoral to sell somebody a house that 1s 
falling apart. I just really have a hard time swallowing that when the Housing Corporation will 
say, We cannot sell it to you, but we will continue charging you 25 per cent of your gross family 
Income for rent, until we get around to fixing it up." The person could have it fixed up by the 
time that the Housing Corporation got around to it, even by going out to the dump and qettlnq 
materials from there. s 3

MR. GARGAN: My other question is with regard to that $450 you mentioned. That is part of the 
benefits package for territorial/federal employees. If they were In their own privately owned 
homes, do you think that they should be entitled to that?

MR. PATRICK SCOTT: No, that is what I am saying, eliminate the $450 a month housing subsidy. 
Government employees probably average $25,000 to $30,000 per annum, and there Is no way that they 
really need that $5400 a year. It was thrown in there to pacify people when they were developing 
the new housing policy, it was a pacification policy. In places like Yellowknife, they were going 
to force government employees into the private market some how, and to keep them from belly-achinq 
they threw on a $450 a month subsidy, per employee.

So, where you have a family that have a husband, wife and possibly a son and daughter who still 
live at home, drawing a territorial government wage, they are getting $900 or more a month. But 
what about the local people, the people that the government are here to serve? They do not qet 
that subsidy, and that is the point. s

If I talk about the small businessman or the self employed person, a contractor, and I have been in 
that position, It is a bugger. It is hard to find housing, and it is hard to find housing that is 
affordable no matter what community you are in, because ft also Inflates the rents. Who cares 1f



your rent Is $900 a month, 1f you are getting $900 a month from the territorial government for 
nothing. But, If you are not a government employee, that $900 a month Is a pretty Ы д  chunk out of 
your family Income.

CHAIRMAN (Hr. rüulük); Hr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just wanted to make a few comments on Mr. Scott's 
presentation. It was very good and it echos a lot of things that we have heard 1n the other 
communities, and which was part of the election platform of most of the Members of this comnlttee 
too, I think in the last election.

You mentioned the rehab houses, saying that It removed them as potential owners units when they are 
rehabed. It does something else too, 1t removes the funding used for the rehablng from 
construction of new units, which we greatly need. The cost of rehablng a northern rental house, 
depending on the area within the NWT, we have found out runs anywhere between $50,000 to $70,000. 
There has- been some suggestion 1n other communities, and I am sure that a lot of the Members are 
thinking of it as a possible recommendation for imnedlate Implementation, Is to eliminate the rehab 
program altogether. Maybe this will encourage the present occupants of these northern rental 
houses to take them over on an ownership basis at a very reasonable cost, with a grant to fix them 
up. This would be considerably less than the $50,000 to $70,000 now spent of rehabs, and transfer 
the additional money from the program Into new construction. Some has existed, primarily in the 
single person's dwelling field, because that seems to be the one that is most In need.

Another suggestion that we have heard a number of times on the $450 a month subsidy, which you are 
not the only one to consider to be discriminatory to one group only, would be to in fact eliminate 
1t and to make it applicable to the population generally. To assist and encourage home-ownership, 
Instead of having a program like that to subsidize the cost of electricity, fuel and municipal 
services.

I would just like to comment on your suggestion to eliminate the Housing Corporation, which I am 
sure has been thought of by others as well. Like Eliza, I regret that you feel negative, but I can 
understand it, on whether or not we can do anything about the Housing Corporation. I feel that we 
can. The Housing Corporation was originally set up as a result of a committee of the Legislative 
Assembly on housing 1n 1972. They had two very basic recommendations in there, one was an 
accelerated home-ownership program and the other was subsidized utilities to make it possible. 
But, they forgot one very essential one, which I assure you that we will not forget, and that is to 
set up some sort of an overseeing body to make sure that the implementations are carried out. I 
feel very positive that we, indeed, can do something and we certainly intend to.

In discussions with the band council this afternoon, I got the impression that the program of 
accelerated home-ownership based on single source financing, including the labour component, should 
be adequate for material shipping, labour, design, and site preparation. With a five year plan 
continually updated and with the complete control at the local level with the housing corporation 
acting strictly as a funding agency, might be the desirable, in effect, a workable solution to the 
housing problem. Those are the only comments that I wanted to make.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Scott.

MR. PATRICK SCOTT: Just to comment on my skepticism. I am skeptical because there are at least 
two floors of bureaurcrats in Yellowknife that work for the Housing Corporation, plus all of their 
district offices. A lot of it, in my opinion, is excess baggage, and when you start eliminating 
something like the Housing Corporation, it is very difficult to deal with that excess baggage. I 
hope that you can do something about it.

The single source financing for the home-ownership, whether It is the HAP or SSHAG program, for 
both materials and labour, I agree with completely. Again, it is ludicrous the way that it is 
operating currently, because the Housing Corporate spends an awful long time deciding how many 
units are going to go into a community and only after that, can the community apply for some 
funding, and usually it is then from, funding from the federal government.

Again, it is a hit and miss thing. They may get funding to put up some of their houses, but they 
may not get funding to put up all of their houses. The idea of sweat equity is a nice concept, but 
I think that in most cases it it totally unrealistic. There are not very many people that can
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afior-d to take six months off to sweat out building a house. Number one. manv of the oeonle that
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that the government has provided. I had better quit, I have made enough Insult?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Gargan.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mr. Chairman, I just wanted to mention the rent scale. You are not the only one
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.
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5) That the GNHT provide funds to the Fort Simpson Dene Council for a housing worker In the 
community to do a comprehensive housing package. Basically to look Into how we could find out 
different Information from different people and set up where we could start Implementing. 
i l  Th® GIJWT recommend that funds be made available to the Fort Simpson Dene Council to repair all 
the old Indian Affairs houses. The houses we were referring to earllpr. thp 1о«з houses that went 
through the flood. There are approximately 30 of these units at $15,000'per unit!
7) The next recoimiendatlon refers to what Betty had said earlier said 1n regards to treaty. That 
the people who prefer to have their homes out on the land, be eligible for the home-ownership 
program. Pat Scott was also talking about this. When Pat was talking earlier about the turnover 

i jWi. ren*;aL jUn  ̂jS brining them up to par, I was thinking that maybe a recommendation
could be considered that the low rental units owned by the NWT Housing Corporation, could be turned 
over at a reasonable rate, depending on Income and that a guarantee would be make to upgrade upon 
Immediate occurance of the turnover of the unit.

I was reading through some material this afternoon and over the weekend and some of the problems 
that the SSHAG program used to have. So I put down some recommendations:

1) Reallocation of the capital budget for housing in the NWT in the near future should reflect the 
perceived needs of local people.
2) In regards to the present programs that are now in place, criteria should be made more elastic 
and should be opened to veto by local committees.
3) The home-ownership assistance program should be on a prorated basis regarding dollars to size, 
according to family needs.
4) The government should consider log construction for all buildings in the future. It would be 
good for employment as well as a distinct atmosphere of the GNWT's conduciveness to tourism, etc.
5) Funding should be made available for a study of log building techniques to Identify most 
efficient methods of building with logs. Basically, talking about efficiency, that is time, 
labour, and dollars.

One of the concerns brought up by a lot of the people around is that there is a lot of single 
parents that do not have proper accomodations to meet their needs. That is why I put In another 
recommendation:

6) That funding be made available to look into the implemention of a single parent unit program 
because In this community there is a lot of single parents and they are still living with their 
parents and this brings a burden on the family, it creates a lot of family squabbles and stuff like 
that. This concern was brought up in previous meetings before. Basically to find accomodation 
for young single parents.

You are pretty well aware of the feeling of where we are getting to I guess. We are leading to the 
five year program, the implementation of it. In your report I would like to strongly recomend you 
urge these kind of programs all over the North because that Is the only way that housing is going 
to faster ellevlated Instead of bureaucrats playing their little role and playing god over other 
peoples lives. It happens all over the North —  it is just a few people, it almost seems that we 
are talking about an empire of people who do not care. The creation of that empire did not come 
from the people, the money was supposed vo go to the people, some of it filters to the people. It 
seems that the creation of that has caused a lot of problems and a lot of burdens on people that 
were supposed to receive the funding. So I just wanted to state that I hope that these 
recomendations are implemented and carried on because in most of the communities you go to they 
are basically saying the same thing "We want to own our own home."

So as Pat was saying earlier, there are a lot of jobs that do not need to be there. That is one of
the things I am sure you have heard before. These are some of the recomendations we were talking 
about this afternoon after we met and I just want to thank you for listening to them and I hope 
some of them can be implemented. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody have questions?

MR. GARGAN: I guess there was a lot of need mentioned for Fort Simpson single apartments. There
is also a need for bachelor apartments and cottages?

MR. DON ANTOINE: Exactly, call it whatever, because there is a lot of young people living with
their parents and a lot of problems start from there. It is just basically a boost for them
because once you own your own home your have a lot of pride in it and you take care of it.
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W .  GARGAN: Just one more question Don. Which candidate are you supporting?

— Laughter

HR. DON ANTOINE: It's a secret.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Antoine.

CHIEF JIM ANTOINE: I am the chief of the Fort Simpson Band. We had a long discussion this
afternoon, I Just wanted to make that public. We covered a lot of areas and from the areas that we
covered like Don mentioned was that we came out with these recommendations. I gave you a copy of
them but we added more on to them. I also like to mention that the recommendations are from 10 
years of experience 1n trying to deal with the housing situation 1n Fort Simpson.It has been a long 
frustration 10 years In dealing with this housing shortage and we feel that the recommendations, 
for example the five year program that we are advocating, we know that 1t 1s unrealistic to have 50 
houses built at the same time because of funding and the logistics of building 50 houses at once —
we feel that the reasonable rate would be 10 houses per year for five years. That should solve a
lot of hard feelings and problems in Fort Simpson.

For the single source funding, well the problem with the Housing Corporation of course Is that the 
material 1s being provided but there 1s no labour funds and the labour portion should be equivalent 
to material.

Of course we are advocating that the Fort Simpson Band Council for no other group administer the 
program, we are suggesting that we administer the program.

Our main push behind the recommendations is that we are pushing for home-ownership, rather than 
getting Into low rentals. We know that low rentals in the other parts of the North are being built 
to the tune of $100,000 to $120,000 per unit. Whereas the Housing Corporatin Is providing HAP for 
$30,000. There Is a big difference -  $70,000 to $90,000 that we do not get. At the same time, 
the public housing units that are being built by the Housing Corporation in other parts of the 
North cost $100*000 to $120,000 to build and on top of that they are being subsidized at about 
$36 million a year or something like that for power and fuel. It Is an ongoing cost and the 
home-ownership program right now is $30,000 as a one shot deal and no further cost to the Housing 
Corporation. 3

In the long run 1t costs us a lot less for us to have home-ownership, but we seem to have to suffer
because we want to go home-ownership rather than low rental. We do not have enough labour funds to
adequately build the type of homes that we would want to have. For example, I have been trying to 
build my house for the last three summers. I am not a carpenter and it takes about three times as
long for me to figure out how to put up one wall. A carpenter that is well trained would probably
put It up in one-th1rd of the time that I try to figure it out. In the long run it takes a heck 
of a lot longer for me to build my house than If I had the proper funding for a qualified carpenter 
to come 1n and do 1t in a very short time. So these are the problems that not only I am 
experiencing, but all the other people that have got SSHAG and HAP programs are experiencing too 
We are trying to deal with It with the existing programs.

I would also like to address another area that we did not cover this afternoon, the whole area of 
Housing Corporation and the board of directors. I sat on the board of directors for a few years 
and I would just like to say that the way the board of directors are appointed and the type of
duties that you are expected to do is not adequate for running a corporation. I ws appointed by
the Legislative Assembly, I sat on the board and every three or four months we would get together
to talk about the whole program. Of course you have other duties and other board members have
other duties to perform besides the board of directors, you are not really In tune with the day to 
day activities of the corporation. You get together for two or three days to discuss three or four 
months of an operation -- you basically rubber stamp whatever is being presented to you. Unless 
you are very concerned about one topic or one issue, you try to raise hell about it.

I know who all sits on the board of directors, they are very good people but the way they have to 
make decisions and the way they have been chosen is not adequate and the type of decisions that 
they have to make with the amount of involvement and knowledge they have about the Issues, 1s not 
good enough. This is where the Executive, the hired help from the corporation, such as the 
president, the vice-president and the different program heads take the lead because they are 
Involved with the issues day to day. What happens there is that you more or less ask them to take 
the lead because they are the ones involved with the different Issues with running the whole 
corporation. a
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So what turns out Is that the Executive and different heads of the department more or less take the 
direction and make the recommendations and you try to think about It and reason 1t out as much as 
you can and then the decisions are made. Of course there are very good board of directors who know 
thp and ra1se b®11 about and take it back to the communities, that sort of thing, but In

m  Ü .  to 'et o” ĩ lr. »“ T a“ ™fĥ bfr .„SeL “! . î n.í  “ t ÎK .Í'J.V ™ "- ”f.',,rĸtors

,ĩud thenu the Programs that are supposed to provide the houses to the communities do not 
th.f dĩĩ thĸ SUCh as the problems that we have here with the different home-ownership programs 

ch н *uen experiencing In the last few years. So that Is my feeling on the board of 
directors and the way the corporation 1s set up at the present time. Mashl.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any questions? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mashl cho. I just want to comment on sharing your experience with us about serving 
P" ;he I î.rd of Erectors for the Housing Corporation. That Is the kind of view we were hoping to ĨĨZ-JA*!? never..sat °" tb? b?ard °I Erectors for the Housing Corporation and I do not really 
know what they are like. So thank you for sharing your experience with us.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I think J1m that 1s a very valid point. I think one of the problems with the way
T directors are set up is that there really 1s no accountability there, they have no

rnĩníîftiJ um  e[’ Pu.tt1n? aside now what direction we are going to recommend that the Housing
Corporation will be going In the future, assuming that whatever direction It goes that there will 

directors, have you thought of a better way of perhaps choslng that board of 
directors. A couple of Ideas that have come forward: each regional council, by election would
probably be better, would put forward a couple of names.

So you have those two directors, from your region for Instance, would be directly accountable to a
nn2 U  fhT?lZaM40,l 4 D0 y0U th1ní that ml9ht imProve the situation? Because the way it 1s done 

ÍLÎÎ*? the Minister recommends to the Legislative Assembly, a slate of names. There is no 
real criteria. The Minister tries to have each region represented. It does not always happen. It 
is a very tough position for somebody on the board of directors to be in because as you say you 

m°nthS’ y0U d0, ?ot have the t1me« y°u are not there and you know what sort of 
япн fhon°Th Percies ere presented to you, the board of directors rubber stamp them, as you say, 
?"d .th®n )bey are “sed as a scapegoat that they have made this policy decision. So It puts the 
d°?ectSrsdirmaídate7n 3 Ver7’ V6ry t0Ugh dec1s1on- Do *ou see 3 better way of giving the board of

2!!iFJÍÍ! 7hJ S Is, Jusî my Personal feeling. I feel that for one thing that In trying to
WVt!1 thA  district office In Hay River, I find that 1t is very difficult to deal with the 

‘ at1°" trough a district office, basically because the district office personnel, will decide
frustrationriHh^ttSa hM d ° Г 1се1'?1У co"t1nue or st°P right there. My whole feeling and

?n i îha7 a lot °f t me I would just like to see the whole corporation be a government 
better"6111, th3t S °ne thought that crosses my mind. Maybe things would get done a little

I Î L ^ eL 0pt,,r 1S 1eSSer of tw? ev11s* the suggestion that you are making there that the
bp ainl hotter thPaf0nt a representative to the Housing Corporation board of directors. It would
tn h 0t ' that оУ thon the iWay they are chosen now. That way there would be accountability 
înmlmít 69 vna cou?c 1* Presently the-.board of directors are not accountable to anybody, the 
suĩĩĸlîfto ronrl? t° d at the be91nn1n9 of-your tenure on the board of directors that you are not 
Pu2r«hnH.,t0 nrepresent your community or your region, you are supposed to be there to be fair to 
not"rnmpyVrnm" _ГеРГ*е®snt 1 n9 everybody in the NWT, which 1s kind of difficult to do. If you do
not come from the Eastern Arctic you do not know what is going on over there, you can't reallv 
™nlHSn n V hem,h T 6 Д  00 accountability as well, even to the community that you come from. You 
råaiiu9?» *a ”?.ard n,ee.t1n9i and come back and nobody really knows where you have been, you do not 
really have to discuss the Issues with anybody.

f r J M î  reaV y ? Weak s.e,t_up ,ri9ht now and 1 think that 1f the board of directors are selected 
direction frnm°thl councils, that they be accountable to the regional councils and also get 
be railed at ríÎ f V  1 35 d1ref«tlon on different Issues that may be problems that could
present syste ^  Ь d f d ectors meetin9s- I think that would work a lot better than the
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MR. GARGAN: As far as the rural and remote housing goes, If you do not fit Into a certain category 
you either cannot afford to get a loan to build a house or else your salary Is too high that you 
could do 1t on your own. As far as the powers of the board goes 1s to make grants and loans to 
Individuals or municipalities or other corporate bodies for the purpose of acquiring construction 
or improving houses. A lot or the local people that do apply to the corporation or the association 
are turned down, mostly because of the salaries that they make, little or too much. There is 
really no scale that can be used. The board of directors should Instruct the association or 
corporation to do Is that they accept all application and they in turn decide who should get the 
loans. Rather than the district office, I think they really dictate the range. I know Sharon did 
quote me in saying that if you make below $30,000 that you could get a loan. I myself went down 
to the same district office and was quoted something different —  $22,000 to $25,000, 1f you make a 
salary within that range, you would get a loan.

So your different districts really use different scales. I think really the district office, the 
associations should be Instructed to accept all applications and it 1s really up to the board of 
directors to decide who should be accepted.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else have questions?

MR. DON ANTOINE: There is a real housing shortage 1n Fort Simpson and people that apply for houses 
because of need, there are no other type of houses. There are very limited SSHAG houses. There 
are about 30 or 31 public houses or low rental units and any time that one becomes available there 
Is a major battle over it and there is a lot of hard feelings over It. Indian Affairs old houses, 
we counted 30 that could be renovated. There are people living In shacks, some houses that have 
been condemned and they are still living in them. There are rural and remote houses, three have 
been allocated to Fort Simpson. I know a lot of people applied for them. I do not know the 
reasons why they were turned down. If it is because of the policy that they have to make a certain 
amoount of money —  I do not really agree with it. The people who were applying for these houses 
were applying for these houses because of need. This is the situation in Fort Simpson.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else?

MR. PAUL GAMMON: I am secretary treasurer of the village of Fort Simpson. Most of the social 
concerns of the community have already been expounded upon and I am probably one of the fat cats 
that they are referring to because I get $450 a month housing allowance and I have one of the 
nicest homes 1n the community. Before you dwell too long on Mr. Scotts concerns that territorial 
employees and other government employees get too much in the way of housing allowance, before you 
consider•reducing the quality of life in the North, that the people who do not receive these kinds 
of benefits should be upgraded to the same standard In order for them to afford or maintain 
adequate housing.

Some of the concerns that I have, as a village dealing with the Housing Corporation, the district 
office personnel were mentioned and in some of the dealings I had with the district office is they 
feel that once they awarded a house, no matter which portion of the program it is under, basically 
the job Is done. From that point on they do not do any building inspections, they may not have a 
mandate, but I am supposed to have one as the village, so the quality of house that is received by 
the individual in the community is not at the same standard as the house that I live in or the 
federal or territorial government employees. Houses that the people in Simpson receive through the 
Housing Corporation program are not constructed at the same quality level. I think portions of the 
problems with the Housing Corporation and the packages that they do deliver. They say, here is 
your material, even if they provide the labour component, it does not matter, but what the 
individual ends up with is not the same as the house that I live in. It is not as well 
constructed. The people who work for the Housing Corporation could care less what type of house 
they end up with as long as they knock another name off their long waiting list. That seems to be 
their only concern.

Over a year ago, village council requested a $7500 grant under the Housing Corporation programs, to 
conduct a study on the housing situation in Fort Simpson. We know it takes a while but the prior 
fiscal period has expired, the new fiscal period has started and we have no been informed that we 
have or have not received the $7500 grant to conduct the study. I can't blame it all on the 
district office because village council wrote the president of the corporation a letter and many 
months passed and we did not receive a response, so we had to write to the Minister and endeavour 
to get a response from the president of the corporation. It was only after the Minister Interfered 
that the president responded. I think if that attitude starts at the top you cannot expect much 
more from the district employees.



Basically If the village council Is unable to get an adequate response from the corporation. I can 
understand how the Individual on the street feels when they deal with the corporation. That is all 
I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: With regard to the type of huuse you are living 1n, the federal or territorial
government houses, compared to the low rental houses. I got an opinion from a contractor that most 

j iír houses in the NWT are built to the bare minimum, just going over the housing code,
and that Is how houses are being built. Maybe after being occupied for one year it will qo below 
the building code.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Paul, one area that Pat Scott touched upon was the availability of land, that
whole area of land now cannot be used. What other potential land 1s there? What sort of costs are 
we talking about to make adequate land available, if that flood plain can't be used?

MR. PAUL GAMMON: The costs are difficult to determine at the present time, depending on the level
of service a person would want In a land bank or a land subdivision that would be created 1n the 
Fort Simpson area. We presently have areas allocated for residential housing that have absolutely 
zero services with exception of a road, no water, sewer, power was just put In but that was an 
afterthought. To the normal sophisticated subdivision that has power, sewer, water, road, it was 
kind OR. numerous.; Actually somebody mentioned tonight, complained about town planners and their 
urban attitude, we just invited the town planner from the territorial government to come to Fort 
Simpson, because he had been in the territorial government for three years and he had never been 
here. He appears to be a kind person and has consented to come and he will be discussing with 
village council the types of subdivisions that should be constructed in our area and problems that 
we may encounter with subdivisions.

As a village we presently have a lot of problems with the land section of the territorial 
government. We are in an awkward position here because we are the only village in the NWT and 
they are trying to extinguish us -- not land section, Local Government. We are in a situation 
where there has been little or no land development in this village for a 10 year period. In the 
last four months, the village has disposed of 22 lots which was virtually or entire inventory, we 
had 30 lots available. So we attempted to acquire more lots and because of the activity that Is 
occuring in the area, territorial government decided that we should enter into a sole vender 
agreement wherein the village would be totally responsible for all Commissioner's land that is 
disposed of within the community.

if the new Local Government Ordinance goes through in October or within the six month period after 
which the Legislature has Its first opportunity to review it, we will be given the choice of 
becoming a town or reverting back to hamlet status. With a hamlet status, we have no right to any 
land, we cannot deal in land, so the territorial government would have to make land available to 
the people requiring it.

A sole vendor agreement can only be entered into by villages, towns and cities. The financial 
condition of this particular community would not lend itself to becoming a town so we could look 
after our own land problems. So if the choice does come, we will probably revert to hamlet status 
therein we would resolve our own land problems because we would dump them back in your lap.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: The question I was going to ask is the whole question of the flood plain. I do
not know the history of it. Was that a freak flood that there has been overreaction to and in fact 
it is very unrealistic to put that off limits to new development? Do you think that is a viable 
hlnnon ,V? ? peop^e to ôok at that or ’n fact is there a reasonable concern that that will

MR. PAUL GAMMON: No, it is not a local concern. In fact we were not concerned about it at all. 
Most people were prepared to build anywhere on the island. This is a policy directive that has 
come down through Indian and Northern Affairs. In fact you probably noticed that Hey River on May 
Z9th was designated and there flood plain was delineated for them, saying that houses were only 
supposed to be built above a certain level. We were supposed to have been designated on July 1st 
as pat Scott indicated, just a minor change there, it was 127 meters above sea level. They 
actually came down and met with the village council and the band council at the same time and they 
snowed us what they would consider adequate what they would consider our flood plain protection
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This flood In 1963 was not the greeted flood, the one In 1857 was 1n fact higher. It did not 
bother too many people at that time. There have been minor floods since; In 1972 and 1976. This 
Is strictly an Insurance or senior government policy as far as relief 1s concerned In a disaster 
area. So once the area 1s designated 1n Fort Simpson, any houses constructed 1n that area after 
that date will not be liable to or suceptlble to any type of disaster funding from the federal 
government If In fact the dwelling Is destroyed or damaged during a flood. So this being forced on 
us by senior government so the land banks that we thought we had available on the Island, disappear 
at that date, without Increased costs. So anybody that puts a houses 1n the area below the flood 
plain has to flood proof 11, build 1t on stilts or piles and not have any living area below the 
127. In fact 1f you are In the flood plain you have to add half a meter to your dwelling height. 
So anything outside the 127 elevation has to be constructed 127.5.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: There was a fire in Chicago a couple of years ago, but they still build houses
there. I wonder though, Is this battle lost? Obviously you have made the point, that if the 
federal government is Imposing decision on you which Impacts your cormunity financially and 
otherwise, that there should be a certain responsibility or compensation from government. What has 
been their response, and have you really given up on this one at this point? Are there any other 
avenues that you can explore?

MR. PAUL GAMMON: We tend to be quite easy about the situation. The band has a great deal of
concern about the land and housing, wherein the village council, they have basically avoided the 
Issue over the years. We sort of have divided responsibilities around here, they consider the 
village as the people that look after the technical problems in the community, and the band that 
looks after the social concerns of the community. So, we have not done a very good job at keeping 
the water up to standard lately, so we do not have time for the housing problem.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Just one point of clarification, Mr. Chairman. I wrote down 127 feet, when Pat
brought 1t up. I put it down as feet and took It for granite that It was above some mean level of 
the river. Is 1t 127 meters above sea level?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else? I am now going to ask one of the members from
the special committee to make closing remarks because I can not think straight right now, because I 
lost my brother Inlaw a couple of days ago. Mr. Scott.

MR. PATRICK SCOTT: I just wanted to make a comment regarding that flood plain level. About two
thirds of the Island of Fort Simpson is below that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to say again, thank you for Inviting us 
and I appreciate you all coming out. The housing problem 1s all over the Territories and we have 
toured the High Arctic and if you think you have problems here, they even have bigger problems up 
there, because they are so Isolated and they have no trees. We are so lucky that we have trees
that we can cut down and build homes, but up there they are so Isolated and far awey and it Is very
hard for them to get materials and they are encountering a lot of problems. It took us two weeks 
to tour the High Arctic. Last week we toured the Delta and this month we are doing the Fort 
Simpson area.

Anything that has been said tonight has been recorded and we will seriously consider it for our
recommendations in our interim report at the November sitting. I have mentioned before, because we
are all elected members, hopefully we will make some changes for the better of all of the 
communities. I cannot think of anything else to add on, except to say thank you so much, and we 
are sorry that we cannot stay any longer. Maybe we will be going into Jean Marie River sometime, 
thank you.

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMUTEE ON HOUSING 

RAE-EDZO, TUESDAY. AUGUST 14. 19B4

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I would like to call this meeting to order and I always make opening 
remarks when we go to the communities. First of all, I would like to thank everyone for comlnq out 
tonight. I would especially like to thank Chief Joe Rabesca and the Dogrlb Rae Band Council for 
Inviting the Special Committee on Housing to hold this public hearing in your beautiful community.

The Special Committee on Housing consists of six elected MLA's and four alternate MLA's. We were 
appointed by the Legislative Assembly 1n February, 1984, to investigate the concerns people In the 
communities have about housing. I would now like to introduce to you the Committee Members present 
today: Mrs. Eliza Lawrence, representing Tu Nedhe; Mr. Red Pedersen, representing Kltlkmeot West; 
Mr. Sam Gargan, representing Deh Cho; Mr. Michael Ballantyne, representing Yellowknife North; and 
myself Ludy Pudluk, representing High Arctic.

Mr. Arnold McCallum, who represents Slave River and who also co-cha1rs this committee with me, Is 
out of the NWT at this time. He will be joining our tour next week, as will John T'Selele, who 
represents Sahtu.

So far, this committee has held public hearings in 17 communities across the NWT. We have met with 
municipal councils, band councils and housing associations 1n order to understand the concerns 
these groups have about housing.

In addition to Rae-Edzo, we will visit the communities of Fort Simpson, Snowdrift, Fort Resolution, 
Fort Providence, Detah, Lac la Martre, Fort Smith and Hay River in August. After this tour Is 
completed, we will visit, an additional 15 communities 1n the Kltlkmeot and Keewatln regions 1n the

On the basis of what people tell us at the public hearings and other meetings held In the 
communities, this committee will make an Interim report to the Legislative Assembly 1n November. A 
final report, which will include recommendations, will try to address the concerns raised 1n the 
communities.

îi” 1l?P°rtant part of this committee s mandate is to review the operations of the Northwest 
Territories Housing Corporation. This review will begin once we have heard from the people In the 
communities. We will study the present structure and operating procedures of the NWT Housing 
Corporation to see whether the programs are getting to the people 1n the most efficient and 
effective way. We will also make recommendations for changes in programs and policies that, we 
hope, will lead to some real improvements 1n housing at the community level.
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The first one 1s that of local employment. In the past there were contracts being awarded to 
people from other communities and not much thought was given to hiring local people of this 
community. I think the reason why this was the case was the amount of money that was needed by the 
contractor to cover the bond. I am quite sure this community, as you know, Is not like a lot of 
other communities, a lot of people do not have a couple thousand dollars stacked away 1n the 
pockets. We do not have that kind of people In town here. So, if there Is bonding required It is 
going to make It difficult for a contractor to bid on. I think this question was raised at our 
meetings 1n the past. I'll just turn this mike over to Violet.

MS VIOLET CAMSELL: I am Violet Camsell, band manager for the Rae Dene Band. What the Chief has
outlined is that If this bonding was not 1n place -- our local people do not have that much money 
available to participate 1n contracts. If the bonding money was lesser perhaps there would be more 
local contractors participating in the bidding. It 1s the local housing authority and governing 
bodies that have Identified these projects and I think that since the committee has identified It 
the jobs generating from those projects should go directly back to the community and not outside of 
1t because housing does not only generate shelter for our people but also an economy which Is 
beneficial to our community. So, therefore, we recommend that a certain percentage of the labour 
force and bonding be Identified as part of the tender document.

MR. HENRY ZOE: My name 1s Henry Zoe, secretary manager for the hamlet. While we are on local
employment and referring to contracts I would just like to add In that within the tendering of the 
contracts, If the Housing Corporation put In a certain clause within their tendering documents 
specifying that a certain percentage of the contract be local employment. I am sure this would 
enhance the contractor to hire local people.

CHIEF JOE RABESCA: We are on item two now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Before you go on to the next Item, we should see 1f any of the committee
members have questions. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: You made a good point that the whole area of local employment and local people
getting contracts Is very Important to the economy at a community. We have to keep in mind, that 
houses will continue to be built over the years and it has a potential to provide employment and 
business opportunities for the community for many, many years to come. I wonder, would It be 
helpful do you think 1f the Housing Corporation provided more training programs to train people so 
that they could take on contracts and did develop the skills to build houses?

CHIEF JOE RABESCA: I think the answer would be yes to that question.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else have questions? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. When you mentioned a certain percentage :f employment should 
be given to the local people. Violet, I guess what you mean is that before a contract is awarded 
to a contractor that maybe they should guarantee that for instance, 40 per cent of the employment 
would be to the local people.

MR. HENRY ZOE: What I meant was that when they are tendering out the contracts that a special
clause should be specified within that tendering document so that the contractor that Is bidding on 
it would have to abide by whatever the specifications are.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else? Okay, now we will go on to item two.

MS VIOLET CAMSELL: Item two, a flexibility of construction programs. The Housing Corporation has
policies in awarding contracts without proper community Input. We know of a few contractors In 
town who are not able to complete a contract and as a result they were reawarded out because of 
making poor judgment.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Henry, would this would be done in conjunction with local government?

MR. HENRY ZOE: Right, but local government 
leased to an individual or a corporation, it 
if it is the Housing Corporation, I believe 
In the last few years, there has been a lot

has only certain responsibilities, like once a lot is 
is up to the leasee to upgrade his lot. In this case 
that the onus would be on them but not on the tenant, 
or problems created in our community where the tenant
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would come back to the municipal office requesting that the drive way or their lot be upgraded, 
but, municipality has no funding for this source. In the community, the municipality would refer 
them to the Housing Corporation to upgrade their driveways and so forth. There has been a lot of 
problems where our local contractor that delivers water, cannot get to the housing units, due to 
tne arive way conditions, and 1t Is also the same thing during the winter time. So, I strongly 
feel that the housing corporation should do something regarding landscaping around their units.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any further questions? We can now go on to the next Item.

MR. HENRY ZOE: The next Item that I will touch on Is the planning process. I do not believe that 
the housing corporation has adequate capital planning in place, because I, as of today, still 
cannot recall what their capital planning for this area 1s. I would recommend that the corporation 
develop a five year capital plan where it can identify the housing needs and the planning aspect of 
housing, to do all of the identifying of certain lots that they require and this would also 
eliminate —  as you can see when you come Into town, a row of yellow houses —  so, this would 
eliminate the design aspect of 1t and a row of the same houses.

In this planning process, this could give both councils of Rae, adequate time to make decisions as 
to what type of lot or the location of a lot to be given to the Housing Corporation. If they have 
a planning process, this would also benefit the housing corporation by reserving certain lots for 
their units.

Through their planning process again, in the last couple of years we ran into some difficulties 
where the housing corporation were pressed for time by their funding source, where 1n order for 
them to get funding, they had to acquire land. That means having a lease hold to a property, and 
In the last Instance that I recall, the Housing Corporation in their planning process, they did not 
have a planning process, so they ran Into difficulties where they had to rush to both of the 
combined councils to select lots. Through proper planning, I am sure that these types of short 
notices that were burdened on the community would not happen. This can also be rectified if they
had a planning process in place.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: The concept of a five year plan Is something that we heard in Fort Simpson
yesterday, and it makes a lot of sense. In any community, in order to do any Intelligent planning, 
has to know well 1n advance of what their housing needs are and the possibility of getting those 
needs. One of the problems that we have heard from people, is the method of selection of who gets 
houses 1n the community itself, and then who decides what community gets houses over another
community. I wonder if you have any ideas about that? Would you like, as a housing authority, or
you make that decision now, who would get a HAP house, or who would get a rental house?

In a larger picture, the Housing Corporation now decides who gets houses. Do you think that maybe 
1t would be more reasonable if the regional council made that decision, so that all of the
communities in the Dogrib region would get together, talk to each other and decide among themselves 
who should get priority of houses?

MR. HENRY ZOE: Yes, Mike, what you are referring to will be discussed at the next tribal council
meeting, and I am sure that the Dogrib tribal region will be interested in that concept.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I think that we are asking for the future, not the next regional council
meeting. When we make recommendations, we would also like to put that on, because It is a concern 
of this area. We would like to get an opinion from you as soon as possible before the report comes

MR. BALLANTYNE: As soon as we can get an opinion —  we will probably be working on this for 
another year —  it is very, very important, what is important to us that after you have the next 
Dogrib Tribal Council meeting, that you get anything to us that is decided at that meeting as soon 
as possible.

A SPEAKER (Male): Since you are on a tour, are you going to visit Lac la Marte and these other 
communities? I will say this, some of these communities might not have associations such as this 
community, so we might not be at the same level. So, let us leave Rae as it is and let them guys 
make decisions for themselves. I think it would be a lot better that way.
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MRS LAWRENCE: You are right In saying that, because every community Is different. If you would
like to add anything on that you have not done so tonight, through your discussions with other 
meetings and so on, and you would like to add anything to 1t, you can always sent 1t to us In 
Yellowknife. We will leave the address with you, and any further recommendations that you might 
have you can send to us In Yellowknife.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, Pudluk): Yes, we were Invited to Lac la Martre, and we are going to go there next
Tuesday, August 21, but we were not Invited to Rae Lakes and Snare Lake.

MR. HENRY ZOE: I was still talking about planning process, and I would still like to continue on.
Within that planning process If the Housing Corporation can have a needs study undertaken, I am 
sure that this needs study would determine the number of units that would be required for the 
community. If this study Is updated from year to year, I am sure that this would also help them In 
their five year capital planning.

MS VIOLET CAMSELL: Another Item that we would like to discuss under programs, Is program
information or a system of education for the people at the community level. That they be made more 
aware 1n English and the native language 1n the community for various programs or projects that are 
made available to the community. Because, too often we hear of, you know, If I would have known 
about that project I would have applied for it or they would have perhaps obtained some funding. 
Now these types of programs are usually taken advantage of by the people that are educated or 
through a long process. People that do not know how to file or make proper application and that, 
It takes quite a while to educate them. Now, there are a lot of different programs. Like you have 
the ERAP, the RAP, the senior citizens, and the HAP program, that have different criteria and 
eligibility that has to be followed. Now if all these were read to the people properly I think 
that more people would take advantage of these programs and not just a few.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any questions or comments? Thank you.

MS VIOLET CAMSELL: Okay. Another item under program Is the EARP —  Emergency Assistance Repair
Program, and RAP and the senior citizens' program. We feel that these programs should be 
administered by the community, whether by the housing association or by the Oene Band Councils or 
by the municipal councils. We feel that these smaller projects can be better delivered by the 
community.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any questions from the committee? Thank you. Go on.

MS VIOLET CAMSELL: In Rae here we have a lot of housing shortage and that and we feel that the
purchase of units, whether 1t be northern or public units, be made available to the people to
purchase it If they so wish, for the tenants that are occupying the units.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I see by looking at some of the statistics that you have been able to sell about
20 of the rental units to the people in the community. My question 1s, are there still more people 
Interested in purchasing the units, number one, and number two, are some of the rental units in 
such bad shape that people would not want to purchase them?

MS VIOLET CAMSELL: That is right. In the community we have presently three units that are
condemned and as a result we are getting what you call replacement rehab. The other'two we are
just giving them to local senior citizens that really need units and do not have the funding or 
money to purchase or, you know, build up a SSHAG program. There are a lot of residents 1n Edzo 
that are purchasing their units also.

MR. BALLANTYNE: So in other communities they have not had very much success with this, but I take
it —  are you happy with the way that program is going in Rae-Edzo?

MS VIOLET CAMSELL: Well, the policy that was dictated to us indicated that the units that are
available for purchase only are northern rentals. We do not feel that should be the case. We 
think that any unit, whether it be northern, rehab or public units should be made available to the 
tenants that are occupying the said unit —  that they should be made available to purchase 1t If 
they so wish.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any further questions? Go on.
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MS VIOLET CAMSELL: Another Item we wish to bring forward is improvement of services. The level of 
services that the community has I do not think is very high. This is probably as a result of the 
funding or the budget that each association has and if those budgets were Increased to meet the 
demand of ttv> services ! think that they would get belter iiiainLenance services. I do not think It 
should also be limited to rental units, but also to private home dwellers as well. This can also
generate some revenue for the association and in Isolated places where you do not have 
electricians, you do not have plumbers, people that are trained at the housing association can 
provide those services. That would be that much more better.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions? No. Go on.

MS VIOLET CAMSELL: Another item that we have is long-term planning, which I think goes with our
planning process, is that long-term planning to phase out the honeybucket which is a health hazard 
and outdated. It should be looked into that a more pressurized system be put In place for those 
units.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions? No. Go on.

MS VIOLET CAMSELL: That concludes our presentation.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have two questions, because I have not been around here
for a while. I have not visited this community for a while. What became of those yellow houses 
that were not properly built so nobody was moving in? What happened to them? Did anybody move in, 
did they improve them, or what happened? Just out of curiousity, what happened?

MS VIOLET CAMSELL: What eventually happened was there was a problem with piling, like the
foundation. I think it was the local government that ran out of funding. Somebody else can 
correct me if I am wrong here. We needed units. There were a lot of people pressuring the 
association to move into those units and as a result moved in. I think it was poor construction. 
Part of the thing that we said was the design -- that we should have input in design and when those 
units came in it was more or less pre-fab, put together in a rushed way. I do not think they were 
designed for this type of environment, but eventually the tenants moved in.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Eventually they fixed it up and moved in, eh, because I know they sat there for a
few years without nobody moving in.

MS VIOLET CAMSELL: That is right, yes.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Yes. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thanks. Any further questions? Mr. Ballantyne.

A SPEAKER (Male): As I said when I started, we had 12 different items there. They all sound
different, but they all relate to housing. Something else that I would like to mention is that the 
population of Rae is growing pretty fast I think and it seems like more and more younger people 
want houses, but we are shorter of houses every year I think and that is something I would like to 
let you know, that there is a shortage of houses.

Before I turn the mike over to the gentleman over there, I would just like to talk to the people in 
the back. I would like to share with them just what we said about these 12 different items so they 
do not repeat us again, but if they have to, I will leave it up to them.

(Translation) He is just repeating over again, these guys were elected MLAs and they are 
travelling all over from place to place from the coast to the south, so they are travelling all 
over. Here in Fort Rae the population is increasing every year and they are short of houses. They 
want houses but they are short of houses. So now, if anybody wants to say anything, you guys can 
talk to them and say whatever you want. There is only the three of us talking so far, but maybe 
our words will not be strong enough. They are just talking about houses. They are not talking 
about roads or anything like that, but just the houses they are making in Fort Rae here. These 
guys here are working for us and they are MLAs and they were voted in, so whoever wants to talk, 
just talk about houses and that is all. You cannot talk about everything you think about, but only 
about housing and that is all.
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I just told them that we are talking about housing and there 1s no need to talk about anythlnq else 
except housing. 3

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MR* JEAN-PIERRE MICHEL: (Translation) Thanks a lot. You guys came 1n, thanks a lot. You are 
working for us and all iiial. Next month, on the 12th of September, I will be 70 years old. I am 
very happy you guys are talking about housing. This 1s the way you work for us. Thanks a lot. 
You are working for the people, so I want you to hear what I have to say. Slnaglnaut Power Dam 1s 
In our country over here. I am one of the first ones that built a log house here. I am old, I 
have my old age pension, but I have repaid my house twice with my own money and the government 
never helped me. I have power and electricity 1n my place and I paid over $1000 myself. Now I 
have put another addition on my house and I want power in there too, and they told me It would cost 
over $1000. 1 have not got any money. All I have 1s my old age pension. I am not the only one. 
There are a lot of old people here that are 1n the same way. The old people who get pension, maybe 
they should help them the most. Thanks a lot for everything.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Does anybody have a question?

MR. EDDY LAFFERTY: (Translation) My name is Eddy Lafferty. I live 1n Fort Rae. You guys are 
talking about houses -- thanks a lot for that too. We do not ask the government for these houses, 
but they build them anyway. The first houses were built when Jimmy Bruno was still alive. They 
wanted to build the houses and told us we would pay two dollars a month. I have been staying In a 
government house for over 10 years and I have 10 kids. I am not the only one. We are all the 
same. We are staying in rental houses and if we do not pay our light bill they take our meter 
out. Some people have a freezer in the house and they take the meter off and the meat Is all 
spoiled now. I see this with my two eyes. Now I see another person here, who has no lights and he 
cannot make a fire because he has an electric stove and they took the meter off. I have just seen 
that now. There is an old woman in there and there is no fire and no light, nothing. The fellow 
has no lights and he has to go to the next house to boil his tea and take it home. That is the way 
he is living right now and the old lady is over 90 year old. Maybe you guys do not know anything 
about it, but this is what I am telling you. You think the houses are good. They might be good, 
but If we do not pay our light bill they take our meter right out. There are two dams up at Strut 
Lake now. They are in our country here, but still they take our meters out.

I also know an old man here who is living in a tent now because they chased him out of the house 
and he has not got any boards or anything at all. It would be nicer if they did not take the meter 
out. If has got any money at all, maybe he should pay half if he cannot pay the whole shot. A lot 
of people get their meter cut off because they do not pay. At one of those yellow houses they took 
the meter out. The meter has not been in for two weeks now and he has some meat in the freezer 
and the meat is all spoiled. I just saw that, and that is why I am talking.

Now again you are talking about building some more houses. I have not seen any work. I have a 
bunch of kids and none of my kids have any jobs. I do not get a cheque. I am only 56 years old. I 
am still young. I have 10 kids. I am not the only one. A lot of people are that way. If they 
did not take the meter off the house, it would be nice. Maybe it would be qood for you quys to 
speak to NCPC. That is all I have to say. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Does anyone have a question to the gentlemen? I wonder 1f Mr.
Michele could go back to the witness table. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. This is with regard to the Chief and Violet, when they 
mentioned something about program information and education. There is a senior citizens' repair 
program, Mr. Michele, and the corporation provides to individuals grants not exceeding $5000 and I 
suppose these grants are given if the elders or the senior people require it and maybe you should 
try to get help from the housing corporation here to apply for that grant. You might probably qet 
help that way. 3

MR. JEAN-PIERRE MICHEL: (Translation) We know that there is such programs existing right now, but
I have a lot of bills to look after. All these years that I have been into repairing my home I 
have had to pay out of my pocket to get the building repairs, but the only problem I have 
encountered so far is paying for the electrical fixtures in my home. I am adding an addition to my 
home that needs some electrical lights and the installation of that is going to cost over $1000, 
which I do not have. This is my main concern. Thank you.

Л У__

---- - ---------;-
____________________ S_______ ^ __________
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MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Michele, 1n my own community there Is one senior person 
that applied for that grant and he got It. He got that $5000 but that was not enough to repair all 
his house, so this senior person approached me and i was able to approach the housing corporation 
1n Hay River —  that 1s where our district is —  and they were able to get additional moneys 
besides that $5000 to repair the houses. So, I guess you are going to have to take advantage of 
your MLA, James, and maybe tell him to help you In that area too, because you elected him and now 
he 1s working for you and he probably could help you 1n that area too.

MR. JEAN-PIERRE MICHEL: (Translation) Certainly we would appreciate It if our MLAs could back us
up for that $5000 grant that 1s made available for the senior citizens' home repair program.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MR. JEAN-PIERRE MICHEL: (Translation) Well, I hope that you people will consider my approach of
getting into the electrical fixtures for my home, because I certainly would like to see some lights 
in the new addition to my home. I need some help in that regard and that is why I have been asking 
this panel, to see whether they can help me out.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): We set up this committee I think for the good reason of trying to help our
people in the communities, younger people and older people as well. We will not forget what you
have had to say. I think that 1s the reason we are travelling to the communities. Thank you.

Does anybody else have a question? I would like to thank Mr. Michele at this time.

MR. JEAN-PIERRE MICHEL: (Translation) Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else?

MR. NICK BLACK: (Translation) My name is Nick Black and I was just recently elected to the band
council. I would certainly like to welcome the committee Members to Fort Rae. I am from Fort Rae 
and I just got elected to the band council last month, 1n July. Certainly, being a community 
leader, I think it 1s a very important area and I would imagine being an MLA for the Northwest 
Territories Is the same area too. If you think you could accomplish anything for your community 
and you are asked to run, I think you would accept your nomination, as would the MLAs, so I think 
we could all work together on improving our homes. Certainly we are not interested in building 
homes which are the so-called pre-fab buildings. We are interested mainly in building our own
homes with logs. The native people are born living in the traditional log buildings and we are not
Interested in living in the pre-fab buildings. The pre-fab buildings are not made for the northern 
part of the territories because it is colder living in them than in the log buildings. As far as 
the program is concerned I feel that all the designs and the type of buildings that the community 
would require should be left with the community councils. Being as the band council, I think they 
should have that type of thing given to them. It is good to have a log building -- not only the 
log building itself, but I certainly would like to see a woodstove in there, rather than having an 
electrical stove, because we are not used to electric stoves.

I think all the power has rested with the territorial and federal governments up to now. In the
past I have been hearing the government trying to tell us that we should be running our own
affairs. If that is going to be so, they should transfer all these things to the community 
councils so they can administer them to suit better at the community level.

I still have my dad living with me and he is very old. I am almost 67 years old right now. My dad
use to work hard in his younger days, now that he is as old as he is I do not think he will ever 
work as hard as he did in the past. Looking at the senior citizen homes —  I have my dad living 1n 
one of the low rental government homes and he had his home repaired just recently. I have heard 
that some people the same age as my dad have been turned away from their own home. I just hope 
that does not happen to my old folks.

I certainly would like to see the Housing Corporation people have more respect for the elderly 
people at the community level. There are some homes of the elderly people that are under repairs 
at the moment and the contractors are pretty slow repairing these homes. In the meantime these old 
people are living with someone else while their homes are being repaired and I would like to see 
the contractors speed up their construction. I would like to see your support in encouraging the 
Housing Corporation to improve the way they have operated the housing program at the community 
level.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.



I certainly have respect for what the chief and band manager have just said. They have spoken for 
the community. That Is about all I have to say right now. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any questions. Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to thank Mr. Black for his very wise words. 
Everything we hear at thecc meetings ir- 0f grc;t value to u» Tu. when we neve to make up our 
recommendations. What Mr. Black is talking abcut is right and we have heard it 1n other places 
too. In Fort Good Hope for Instance, we heard people ask for complete control of the housing 
program. They emphasized and I think we all agreed with them that housing Is not just a program of 
providing a shelter, a box, to sleep In. Housing 1s probably the most Important single Item 1n the 
development of a community. If houses are overcrowded It affects school attendance, health and It 
affects relationships between families. It is a much greater problem than just shelter.

In Fort Good Hope, what the people asked for there was simply to take over the entire program to 
decide not only who should live 1n what houses, what type of houses should be built, how big they 
should be, where they should be. Whether people should move from one to another when their family 
structure changed. In the design of the houses, they would like to be able to go to '? >■> architects 
themselves, work with the architects and come up with housing designs that fit their né;;';.

Many of the problems that your chief and his staff raised with us, could be solved I think If the 
complete control was put to the community. The problem of awarding contracts, if It was the 
community's responsibility there would be no problem with them. Whether you start the houses In 
the spring and build the pads the year before, that would also be solved. All these things I think 
would pretty well be solved If we could put the control into the community where it really belongs.

As for the log houses that Mr. Black mentioned, that they are not really interested in living 1n 
pre-fabs. I come from the Arctic Coast and so does our chairman. That does not apply to us 
because we are not lucky enough to have any trees. We have to live in pre-fabs. But it has become 
very obvious to me at least, and I am sure to our chairman, Mr. Pudluk, and the other members who 
have travelled with us from the High Arctic, when we have come into the Mackenzie Valley and around 
this area that the homes that you build from logs are -- they really stick out because If nothing 
else they look a hell of a lot better than the pre-fab houses that sit beside them. We have been 
In them and I certainly like them, I wish we could have them and I don't think there will be any 
doubt that when our recommendations come out, at least my feeling would be that where trees are 
available, of course they should be used. It makes better sense and that goes for heating too.

I would like to thank the chief and Mr. Black and everyone else who has been and who is still going 
to come up tonight for their comments. Many of the things we have heard before and I certainly 
agree with them. I have no questions but I just wanted to make those comments. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Pedersen. Where I come from we can build houses too. That 
1s out of snow. But we have to build it in the fall and melt it in the springtime. I would like 
to thank Mr. Black for his comments. Does anybody else have questions or comments? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I woulc like to make a comment to Mr. Eddy Lafferty. In 
my area we experience the same problem that you have whereas at one time we had our own houses and 
then the government decided to move in and started making houses for people and promising them that 
they could rent them for two dollars a month and over a period of time that they could own the 
home. In the process they destroyed all the houses that the people lived in and then raised the 
rent up to the point where some people were unable to keep up their rent, power and everything. 
That Is one of the promises made to us by the government that was broken. The same thing happened 
to some of my relatives and people that are living in my constituency and I guess because of that 1 
was very interested in sitting on this committee.

Also in one of the recommendations that was given to us by your chief and band manager, 1t stated 
that education information might help as well to get the proper information on power and things 
like that. I was surprised that they were cutting off the power because I did not think they were 
able to do that. I just wanted to comment on that and say that that same problem does exist 1n 
other communities as well. Mashi.
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MR. PIERRF WFD7ĨN: (Translation) ! am SI years old and so Is й\у wife. My wife rannul walk because
she Is crippled. In the wintertime It 1s very cold because there 1s no porch on the house. I am 
referring to the homes that were repaired 1n the last few years but mine has still not been 
repaired. There Is Just one guy that repaired my house, just the doors and the windows, and then 
they put the roof on the houses, that 1s all that he did. So, I am very concerned about щу house, 
and I think that It would be really good 1f they could rehab It again. I have asked them to do It 
and they have said no because the house Is not repairable. They said that they were not going to 
fix It but they are going to condemn the place. Every month I am still paying the rent. If they
repair 1t, like the rest of the ones that they have done around here, then I will pay my rent, but
If they do not I will not pay щу rent. Out of my cheque I pay for the rent, water and lights, but 
things are pretty high also.

We still get our pensions, but we are still poor, and we cannot pay for our rent out of our 
cheques. I am not the only one, everybody 1s the same. So you are talking about houses now, 
thanks a lot for that. Those people that always come in, we always tell them about It. We have a 
guy here that Is In charge of housing and we always ask him to come and see our houses, but he
never does. He just holds out his hand for our rent, I guess that he does not want to do anything
about It.

My wife and I are both 81 years old. She has rheumatism and I have had to look after her for seven
years. In the wintertime, we get a lot of snow coming in through the doors and windows, and 1t Is
still the same now. So, if you could repair It 1n a hurry, I sure would be happy. It 1s getting
cold now, and there Is a space about two inches high under the door, and you can see right 
outside. Like I said, my wife and I are both 81 years old, and we both get pensions. She is my 
wife and I have to look after her, but if we had a warm house it would be good, but it Is not that
way. So, If you could go over and take a look at my house, I would be very happy.

So, now we are talking about housing, 1 am not the only one. Some of the people 1n here have
crowded houses, and very poor houses. So, if all of the people that have poor houses came up to
the mike to speak, we would probably be here all night. We do not know who the boss Is. We ask 
the guy that Is looking after housing to look at our place, and he just says "I am not the boss,
the other guy is the boss, the other guy is the boss." That Is all we hear, that somebody else Is
the boss, and we do not know who the boss 1s. So, if you people can help us In any way, we would 
be very happy.

This is our land and our country. The dam is on our land and yet they still raise the light bills 
and the house rent. There is only one guy that worked cn my house, and I keep going over there to 
see him and he just tells me to leave him alone. I am still paying rent, but ft is not repaired.
I want It repaired the same as the rest of them, but they have told me that it Is condemned and 
that they are not going to repair It. I cannot leave the house because I have nowhere to go, I
have no other shelter to go to. Even though it is cold, I have to stay 1n my house.

For seven years now, my wife has not been able to walk. If I could get another new house to stay
in, it would be alright. I do not want to leave Fort Rae, and this 1s our country, so I would H ke
to get a spot here in Rae to put a house. So, if they could build me a new house, I would move 
Into It, wherever I want my house to be built. All of the other houses that have been repaired 
have new furnaces and everything. In my house they did not even put a new floor In it, they just 
put a door, windows and the roof on. I have been living in that house for 20 years now, and they
cid not even put a new door on, they put an old door on. In the wintertime it Is very cold in
there.

Us old people, we just live by fire, and when the heat Is on us, we are very happy. If we had a 
wood stove 1n there, we would be very happy. If you cannot build me another house, but get щу 
house repaired, I would be happy. I am happy that you people have come here to talk about housing- 
that is what I have to say.

I used to work in this country too. I used to trap here for seven years. In those days, I was
young and maybe one of you are one of my sons, I am not too sure.

-— Laughter

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Hi dad!

— Laughter

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any further comments or questions?
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MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Wedzln. I can understand the frustration that you are going
through# I wish that I could s^y that we could answer to your problems right away# but we are only 
here^to hear you out. We are here to listen to all of the problems that you are having, so that we 
can «ring t..ose concerns to the Legislative Assembly in November. Many times we do not understand 
the government. They take things right from our own area, they make money from It, and then we 
suffer because of 1t. That sort of thing, we cannot really control at this time, but maybe In the 
Input6 We W 6 some^ n9 about It. ,1 would just like to say mashi cho for yoiir

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, anybody else? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Pierre I would like to thank you for your presentation. You 
mentioned that your house was condemned, but I guess It is still good enough to collect rent on, so 
I just thought that I would mention that. We do also have what they call a rent scale that the 
housing association uses. I believe It Is 25 per cent of your Income, but I do not know If that Is 
a fair scale either. If you have an older house, I do not know If you should be paying more rent 
than people that do have running water, sewage and also the type of house that you are living 1n. 
it does not matter whether you are living 1n a condemned house, or a new house, everybody pays the 
same type of rent. I think that 1t 1s an unfair system, and if we were to hear a statement of that 
nature, then we certainly would consider it 1n our deliberations. So, I thought that I would just 
let you know that. 3 J

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, anybody else?

MR. JIMMY ERASMUS: I would like to talk about my daughter's house. This sunnier my daughter's
s ЬЛ 1п9 *reij3 fixed the roof, inside of the house and then they painted the house,

and then they told her, $8000 just to do that. It does not look like It Is worth $8000, because 
the roof Is still leaking. So, they sent her a notice saying that if she does not pay that $8000

ĩ ! L W!i!ihthf t0 Î2irt* J  11ке that very much- 1 d1d not 1et anybody know, I did noteven tell the chief anything about it.

I am a member of the band council also, so rçy daughter asked me to tell you this. She 1s all bv
herself, working for herself and she 1s feeding her kids also. So, If they want to take her to
court, there are a bunch of band councillors here, and If they do 1t 1n front of us, I would be 
hdppy#

I guess there 1s money available to repair all of the houses, so I would like to know how she would 
be able to get some money to repair her house? So, the way that I would like to do it, 1s If we 
could get the contract ourselves and pay ourselves to repair our own houses, it would be a lot

u0’ thi? 1s,what we want t0 d0- 1 am not staylnq in a rental building, and I
paid H 5 0 0  for my house, but It does not look the same as that. So, those people that repaired my 
daughter s house, I would like to get those people to come and look at my house and then talk about 
it, and then we would be happy.

We are all government people. We got treaty and we belong to the government, and the government is
supposed to help us. If there is a way that they could help us, It would be good. That Is why I
mentioned this, because I want everybody to know about that. That Is all that I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Eliza.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCE: 
mon.ey came from,

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just Hke to ask Mr. Erasmus, I wonder where the 
and who repaired your daughter's house?

MR. JIMMY ERASMUS: I do not know the name of the carpenter or the repair man. My daughter told me 
this and this Is just what I am announcing or saying.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Is your daughter In the hall?

MR. JIMMY ERASMUS: I do not think so. No, she 1s not here at the moment. Maybe somebody could qo
over and get her. 3

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you.
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MS MARY ANN TSETTA: Francis Richardson was under the HAP program which was administered by CMHC In 
Yellowknife. From what I understand, a lot of the money that she got was 1n materials. There was 
an outside contractor that was hired from Fort Providence and he was only supposed to be dolno the 
interior of the house. And, at that time, Mrs. Richardson was supposed to be adding on an addition 
on her own with help from, I believe, her son-in-law, Leonard. She said that he was going to be 
Installing a woodstove, and a septic tank for her. Part of this money went to the electrical 
wiring that was done 1n the house, complete rewiring in the unit and she had Insulation through the
celling and through the front porch, I believe. The door was fixed but It was not painted on the
Inside.

MRS. LAWRENCE: So, was that a loan that they got from CMHC?

MS MARY ANN TSETTA: I think that a portion of that was forgivable. I do not know what the amount
was, but In some cases, it goes up to $5000 which 1s forgivable. I do not know what her forgivable
portion was.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Wah-Shee, would you like to comnent.

MR. WAH-SHEE: My name, for the record, Is James Wah-Shee, and I am the MLA for Rae, Lac la
Martre. I would like to thank the committee for coming down to my constituency to hear the
concerns of щу constituents In regard to the housing problem, which I understand Is a universal 
problem right across the Northwest Territories. You have also heard similar problems throughtout 
the Northwest Territories, from the Eastern Arctic, High Arctic and the Mackenzie area and also 
from large centres. I would like to remind the committee In regard to the concerns, that we may 
have, 1n regards to the rural areas as opposed to large centres. 1 think that It Is very important 
to differentiate between the two, because the problems are fairly unique. You cannot identify 
concerns that people have in regards to large centres.

The thing that I would like to convey to the committee, and I know that I will have the opportunity 
as an MLA in the Legislature to debate your recommendations, and I would be very interested in your 
recommendations. So, I think the general message that I would like to bring out to the committee 
here, is that in our area anyway, we do have the Oogrib Tribal Council, which Is a regional 
organization. Which I feel very strongly should be more involved within the housing formation of 
policy, formation of housing programs within every area. You may be aware by now that the 
difficulties in different regions differ in various ways and I also think we have our unique 
situation from region to region. So, I would strongly recommend that the Dogrib Tribal Council be 
more Involved with the formation of policy, with the involvement of people in terms of the housing
program. Not only that but that the communities be more involved.

Yellowknife is not the only area that, because it is the capital and it is nothing to say against
my good friend Mike Ballantyne who has been very supportive of the Oogrib people throughout his
short term and I am sure we all do appreciate that. The thing I see Is I think we have to 
decentralize to some extent with involving the regional councils and the communities. We need to 
make available and it should be part of our aim to Involve more or less to ensure that the present 
programs that we have is better understood by the communities 1n the native languages. To use 
whatever we can in terms of conveying to the people in the communities what kind of programs we 
have in the native languages.

The other area is in regards to home-ownership versus rental programs. I think we ought to strive 
for people to own their own homes as much as possible. However, you also have a situation where 
there 1s a requirement for a rental program but I think that we have to look at the needs of both 
approaches.

The other area that I am very interested in Is with the elders. There is a program for elders and 
they are not being properly aware of the programs that are offered at the present time. But I 
would suggest to the committee that on the regional basis r.*e should perhaps form an elders group 
that would monitor the elders program to find out whether the program and policies that govern that 
program Is sufficient, is adequate, whether there is sufficient resources being given to that 
particular program. I am afraid that if we allow the Housing Corporation or the territorial 
government by themselves to monitor that program, I do not think that they will know the 
difficulties that the elders face. 1 would go beyond that, I feel the elders should form their own 
regional committee to monitor the programs and to make recommendations In regards to their own 
unique needs. Not only in regard to designing the facilities but also how it should be looked 
after. Again, that should involve the older people and I strongly believe in that.
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Because In the North as you know, we live In a very harsh environment and so the senior assistant
program you may find does not particularly meet the needs of the elderly. I would be the first one
to admit that I am not aware of what the elderly people want. As the MIA for this area I would 
prefer to hear the recommendations from the older people so that I can put forth and apply pressure 
to the Housing Corporation and the territorial government. That Is not to say that I am a youth 
and a young man of course, compared to Sam.

— Laughter

I would Just like to once again thank the committee for coming Into rçy community and I trust the 
MLAs have been very patient 1n listening to concerns of all the coirmun1t1es and I do appreciate
that there may be repetition 1n the submissions but I do appreciate you coming down. I await your
report as being one of your associates 1n the Territories. Housing has to be one of the biggest 
concerns 1n the Northwest Territories because people are Interested In their own housing and 
development. I will ask that you people do not come down only as a committee but that you come
down Individually to our area either for fishing or hunting or whatever. Of course, with the
blessing of the chief and band council and Dogrib Tribal Council.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pud'iuk): Thank you. Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to make a comment to Mr. Wah-Shee. I 
realize regional council and that Is very Important for long-term planning and for future 
planning. I would just like to make a suggestion to the elders that If they are having a lot of 
problems keeping up with their rent and that. Sometimes It Is very hard to wait for the planning 
to take place, in the meantime our elders are suffering. And because we are only here to do this 
conmlttee for a year and we will be making Interim recommendations In November, why not ask your 
MLA, Mr. Wah-Shee, for free rent to make that Into a recommendation for November because we all
need each other. He needs our support, we need his support and when we are sitting In the
Legislative Assembly, we all have to support each other. I would just like to say thank you to 
Mr. Wah-Shee for his comments. Mashl cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any further comments? Mr. Wah-Shee.

MR. JAMES WAH-SHEE: Mr. Chairman, I would be more than happy to support any move towards allowing 
free rent for the elders because I am very concerned about the older people having difficulty as It 
1s to make ends meet with their own pension at the present time. At the same time I think that the 
program that we have for senior elders ought to be monitored by the senior committee or council on 
a regional basis. Obviously, you can have a territorial-wide council if you wish where they can 
exchange ideas and make recommendations to the Housing Corporation or the Legislature but I am also 
very concerned, like Eliza is, In regards to the elderly and I would be more than pleased to 
support that move.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Your MLA and myself have been friends for many years.
When I was mayor of Yellowknife, he was Minister of Local Government and we worked closely 
together. I know he has worked very hard and very effectively for his constituents.

When I was elected MLA last November In Yellowknife North, about one-third of my constituents In 
Detah and Rainbow Valley are Dogrib people. James and I worked very closely together 1n all
matters concerning Dogrib people. I think that James idea that the Dogrib Tribal Council will have 
n .u í°íLP\ay^ is Л 900d one and because I represent Detah and Rainbow Valley I am part of the 
Dogrib Tribal Council. At the next meeting I would like to see a full discussion of the role the 
council could play 1n the whole area of housing. I think that all of us, as MLAs, came to realize 
that one MLA supporting their community is not enough. If we are to solve the housing problem 1n 
the Northwest Territories, it will take all the MLAs and the total support of all the communities 
in the Northwest Territories. So this meeting tonight is very good for us because we learn of your 
problems and we learn of your ideas and we have learned that many of the problems that you have, 
people in other communities have the same problem. So it is important that after tonights meeting 
that the hamlet council, the band council, the housing authority keep working on this problem and 
any new ideas that you have, write to us and let us know because 1t is a very difficult problem and
we will need your total support if we are to do anything to solve the problem.

I would like to thank the chief and the band council, the mayor and the hamlet council for Inviting
us here tonight. So far it has been a very good meeting and I hope the meeting will carry on and
more people will speak. Thank you very, very much.



CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. We will go back to Mr. Jim Erasmus, are there any questions or 
remarks for Jim? Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Yes, I do have a question. Mr. Erasmus mentioned, that If his daughter did not pay 
this $8000 that they were going to take here to court. I am still not sure who Is It that has 
threatened to take her to court?

MR. JIMMY ERASMUS: (Translation) I do not know where the letter came from.

A SPEAKER (Male): I think If we deal with 1t here ft 1s just going to confuse the meeting. We can 
deal with 1t -- maybe the combined council can support her on this. I think It would be a lot 
better If we deal with 1t away from this meeting. I think there are other people who want to speak 
on housing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I believe Jim Erasmus was talking about the contractor from 
Fort Providence. He has done some houses in Kaklsa too and we are getting Into that same situation 
1n Providence. I got a letter here from a widow who is on welfare and a collection agency has also 
asked her for $5680. If they do not pay they will take them to court and garnishee their wages and 
all these threats are being made. Other than that I have not found out any Information on who was 
1t that sponsored that program so maybe 1t Is a combined effort between maybe myself and James to
look Into it and try to find out where we can get answers. So again, we will follow the
suggestions of Joe and maybe just leave It for now and deal with it at another time.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Gargan. I think that is a good Idea. Anybody else have
comments or questions?

MR. SAM FOOTBALL: (Translation) I am one of the retired elders and I would certainly like to
welcome you to our community. I have heard a lot of good points from tonights discussion. In the 
past we built our own homes before the government started building houses for the community. I 
built my own log house and covered It with mud so the draft would not go throuqh. The logs are not 
all that big but I did it.

As soon as the government starting building homes for people they decided to dismantle my home so 
that they could build me a decent home. Being an elderly person 1t 1s quite difficult to live 1n 
the government buildings because you cannot look after yourself like cutting and hauling your own 
wood, this type of thing. At first they had woodstoves in the houses and some of us still have
them in our houses and we have to cut our own wood practically everyday In the wintertime and In
some cases we run out of wood and we have to scrounge around for wood and before our wood was 
delivered.

We have gone through a lot of political leaders and a lot of promises have been made when they are 
running for election. To me, I don't think we have gained anything from their politics. We 
certainly support them when they come around but I don't think we have gotten very much out of them 
in return. I have talked with my MLA about my needs but yet he doesn't seem to respond. We as 
elderly people have to pay for our light bills, water bills and all that and we are quite concerned 
as elderly people 1n the community. We as native people have been promised on many 
occasions —  for example 1f you look at the Snare Hydro dam when it was first built the government 
promised that we were going to have cheaper power. And now the power has escalated so high. These 
type of promises have been broken on many occasions.

When I was a young man I use to work hard and so did my wife but now that my wife Is crippled and I 
am getting older every year I cannot expect to cut my own wood everyday. The only support that I 
have gained out of the government is my pension. How do they expect a person to live off h1s 
pension when he has to pay for firewood and water? The homes are deteriorating every year because 
they are old and every year it seems like it gets colder and colder In this country.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody have comments or questions? Thank you, Sam for your
concerns.

MR. SAM FOOTBALL: (Translation) When I was young I use to trap out where the Eskimos are where
this guy comes from. Maybe I have a couple of kids out there in the Arctic too.
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-— Laughter

Anybody else have comments?

ï ï KFï0: j>Tl!ansl.at1on) ^ е у  told me to get out of the house and they cut the power off.

hSuse1 But11 thev"dfSen«?9i?nH M  °fhthe h0rS? because 1 th0U9ht that th^  had found "B another 
ml’ íh/ t í d 0t f d h1T a house’ 1 have an o1d tent that 1 am Hv1nq In now. They didnot tell me what the reason was for kicking me out, but If I did not have mv tent I would he

outside with nothing at all. I do not know 2hy they kicked me out of îy house У ’ *

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Bruno, who was It that told you to get our of your house?

MR. BRUNO EYAKFWO: (Translation) I was In the house and they cut the power off, so I took all mv
ÎnÍ2r9îndStOUíSf deh arLd Pau’ Ed1onzo and 1 moved out- Paul Edlonzo went to a house wîthout any 
power and to date he has no power and cannot cook or do anything at all. There Is also an old ladv

Ï rîh s setting cold now and If they could find me a place where I could stay, an olJ
building or something like that, I would be happy. These are what my concerns are.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

A SPEAKER (Male): Maybe I can comment on this question. I think what they have done In Rae Is

thlL^house^and nthet0lnbtU,ih moreh house.s and each °"e of the residents^an move into one of 
h„nn<h u d th 1oí they have chosen 1s the same lot he bad. So they want to remove that
shield doh from5 thnis SP°ndthf/ h t0h9et °U4  and,that 1s what he bas done» I think, but what we
m « n f dJ v L f this end is find him a house. That is what we were talking about. That is what we
here4 Von wawere ta1k1.n9 about starting to build houses in the spring. Look at this old man 
Snoí' Elen * hST er lS gon® r1ght now and the next thing you know we are going to have 
TranthE I n í n í h e í  L n î h  Cd n , h,us house tomo!:row* 1 bet you anything they will nbt make it In

î h . T «  5  h S . "  sn“ - Tl,at l! whil ' i,so “ Jnt * "  ' » s riferrl^  “

not апГя Ипмс1М0:ть (Trans1at.,on) 11 1s a week ago now that they kicked me out and still I have
am not th.ĩ ™  b? SOme ЬоиЛ е5, The Hous,ng Corporation here is in charge of that. I
wnniåSv^hí Г П9, \ П,У Г Г ^  am an o1d age Pensioner. So if they could find a house for me I 
would be happy and that Is the reason why I am talking.

inni,PfwK^R« ^ a l e T Ĩ, thi?k this gestion would rather be directed at housing In town here, but I 
looked around and I do not see anybody from housing in here.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any further comments or questions?

obérâtf,onsEoíKmî°Í.4/í.íTra?Slat10?2í 1 aiY Í r1wî1?d myse1f- 1 have been out to Edmonton twice to have 

a house for me I w S  be hîppj! 9 ^  1ÍV1"9 1П * tent r1ght "°W’ S° 1f they Cou1d find

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else?

MR. PIERRE KLOCKA: I am Pierre Klocka from Fort Rae. Thanks a lot for coming up. We voted for
hn .c«ySh\° Г : к fo,r .us.\ These new ye11ow bouses they are talking about they say are government
wasS?n’Ottawa rd0<anw0ta bieV e?  1t' 1 do not know how they cou1d be1ong to the government? When I
here Theî' w  „ ° n°f governmeüt houses, and these are just paper houses that they have down
У а п ’нп ey aUSt cut out some paper and build houses out of that. If you bump into them, they will 
[ I I I  1 d0f n0t think the government built those kind of houses. If wedo not pay rent? they
whon away from us. When the waterline breaks it stinks in the house and in the wintertime 
neinhhn P1pe1,.ne freezes you cannot do anything about it and you have to go to the next-door 
neighbour to get some water from them. The kids are going to school, so we would like to have a

i? 1 ’ J mp?: f  .t0 us- In Л 6 ™ rning.when they wake up ib cold, so how can they go to
mu nn I In the wintertime we cannot build a fire and cook outside for the kids. They have taken
п п / г Г Г  r°Ut Cbeiilow’, The 9°vernn,ent People do not want the women to cut any wood, but if we do

'£he kids.they d° not eat. It is not like in the past. Kids do not know how to build
anymore. Their mother is sick and I am the one in the house, if I do not put a fire on

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): This time I will ask my brother.
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there Is no fire at all. They took the meter off 1n the summertime and 1t Is cold 1n the house now 
and I cannot say It 1s very good. On the 8th of August they put back my meter. This Is our 
country and the power comes from our land here. Maybe If they waited at least two weeks for us to 
Р4У our bill It would be good, but they do not wait for us at all. If we do not pay the bill they 
take It off right away. Welfare pays the bills fnr * n  of us who do not work, because we have no 
joos.

It 1s the same story. When it first started the government told us we were going to pay two 
dollars a month rent and that Is the reason they started building the houses. Ever since I have 
known the government 1t has not done anything good for the people yet. They never told us the 
truth. We are living amongst rocks and in the wintertime It gets pretty cold. This old man that 
was here before me, they could not kick him out of the house, but they still did and he Is living 
In a tent. They should not kick an old man like that out at all.

If you take a look at ny house, It Is something pitiful. They built ny house right on little Pond
Lake and the mud 1s slushly. By rights the Housing Corporation should fix the landscaping around 
there every two weeks. Ever since I have been 1n the place the furnance has never been fixed or 
looked after at all. Last Monday I went over to seem them, so they just cleaned It out now and now 
1t Is going again. We Dogrlbs do not know anything about electric stoves or anything like that. 
They know that themselves. You can see beneath my door and all the snow comes right in when It 
blows. The people here should know about the contract coming out for repairing the houses before 
It Is put out for tender. I do not know how the government Is working. They are giving all the 
contracts to the white people. What about us Dogrlbs? We know a little bit about carpentry too
and we should get the contracts and do the work ourselves. A lot of kids here know carpentry.
They were trained for that, and getting them and the old guys together, we should be able to do all
the contract work ourselves. The kids know about carpentry and all summer long they do nothing and
when they have to go back to school they have no money. All winter long there Is just trapplnq and 
that 1s all so they have nothing to do at all.

The old people who get pensions should also get some wood, because their pensions are only to buy 
clothing and to eat. Those old folks have worked for us for many years and now that they are old
we do not know If they are going to live much longer. In those days they worked pretty hard for us
and those were tough old days. Those days are past and gone, but now they get an old age pension
and they should live off their pension without paying rent or paying water bills and all that. I
know that 1s what those old people want and if any of them freeze to death 1t will be the
government's fault.

One thing I have been thinking about, across at Edzo it has been built for all the kids to go to 
school. If they would help us out with lights and wood and whatnot It would be good, because the 
kids have got to go to school and they cannot be cold going to school.

Some of the old folks stay In their own houses and they cannot get any wood because they will only 
give you wood if you turn your building over to the government. I do not know who makes that 
decision or how It started. I do not think the government 1s asking for those old buildings. 
Those houses cost a lot of money. I do not think the government said that if you give me your 
house we will give vou free wood. If It 1s an old building, maybe they will tell us 1f you
dismantle your building we will build you a new one. It would be good If the government does not
ask for their buildings for wood. That 1s all I have to say. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Does anybody have a question? Thank you. Anybody else? Mrs. 
Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to thank the cormiunlty once more for
Inviting us. We have to -- sorry, I did not know there was someone up to speak. Go ahead.

MR. PHILIP DRYNECK: (Translation) I am concerned as well. I would certainly like to welcome you
people to our community. I am a community leader, and you people, being our MLAs, are other 
leaders who are working for the Territories and I guess we could work together and accomplish 
that. Our main concern up to now, as concerned citizens, is the question of the light bills. The 
power rates are going up every year, and we certainly do not expect the government to pay for our
power bills, but at least the power rates should be stable, because we also have to pay for our
fuel bills, water bills and all that. Most of the community people who are not living in the low

SHC^ as "Vself, who are living in private homes, are quite concerned about the 
light bills. That is about all I want to say for now.



- 492 -

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Does anybody else have a question? Any cornents? Thank you.
Anybody else?

MR. EDDY ERASMUS:' My name Is Eddy Erasmus. I am sub-chief of Rae and also the executive director 
for the Dogrlb Tribal Council. Regarding the regional housing program, back in February the Dogrlb 
Tribal Council had a mppt.lng In Deteh Village end at that thru; they had formed a housing cormilttee.

The Dogrlb Tribal Council at this time has no sort of funding to operate so I wanted to ask a 
question but I do not know 1f this committee can answer it. Where would one at a regional basis 
ask for funding of this kind to form a housing committee? How can that operate if we have no 
funding?

MRS. LAWRENCE: I am not quite aware of where you get your funding from to form a regional council,
probably from the regional office In Fort Smith or whatever. We cannot answer you at this time to 
say that you get your funding from the Housing Corporation or anything like that but I just assume 
that any planning that the regional council takes that when you are planning your budget forecast 
that Is when you should Include your budget for the housing coimilttee. Maybe some of the other 
Members might have a better answer for that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudlult): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In our region, the Kltlkmeot Region, vhich covers from 
Holman Island through Coppermine, Cambridge Bay, Gjoa Haven, Spence Bay and Pelly Bay, we do have a 
regional housing group which 1s composed of the chairman of each housing association and their 
secretary manager and It 1s funded for their meetings and for their travel through the district 
office of the Housing Corporation and I presume they get their funding from the head office of the 
Housing Corporation. That 1s the way it 1s done In our region and I Imagine It should be the same

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Eddy, it Is a slightly different situation In the East where they have set up
housing federations. That might or might not be a good way to go but I would suggest that for 
extra funding for your tribal council, that would come out of the Department of Local Government's 
budget and you could write James or I a letter. I am the chairman of the finance committee and we
will be discussing that In the budget and we can try to get more funding for that for the Dogrlb
Tribal Council through the budget process. So, maybe If you could just write me a letter as 
chairman of the finance committee, I will see what I can do for you.

MR. EDDY ERASMUS: Another thing that I heard from an earlier presentation Is the allocation of
housing to people. Is It true to say that the Tribal Council will do the allocation of housing
within the region?

MRS. LAWRENCE: If you have a regional committee formed they should be Involved along with the
local people.

MR. EDDY ERASMUS: The reason I was asking this Is because not all the communities In this region
are the same. For example, Lac la Martre does not have a housing committee as such. It 1s a fact 
that I know that they do not want anything to do with housing but they are striving for a housing 
ownership program, because everyone 1n that community wants to own their own home. I guess what I 
«"stressing here is that Lac la Martre 1s a separate town on its own and does not want to deal 
with government housing in that community even though they do have two or three in that community.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Eddy, that was an idea. Right now the way housing programs are allocated Is the
Housing Corporation decides themself. We are just looking at different Ideas to get the 
communities more Involved in making those decisions and that was one Idea. Maybe It would be
better for the communities 1n a region, to sit down, talk with each other and decide themselves 
which community has a priority rather than have the Housing Corporation do It. But It Is just an 
idea right now but 1t may be something worth discussing at your next tribal council meeting.
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MR. EDDY ERASMUS: Okay, thanks. Another thing that I would just like to express and some of the
elders expressed It earlier 1s that the way the housing was established In Rae-Edzo. The way I
understand It from the old people Is that what the government has done In earlier days when
everyone here had their own homes Is that they promised the people 1f they turned over their houses 
to them they would give them a free rnrrt of unorj every month, voter dell very arid all that. Cut 
whet they did not tell the people was that these houses are not theirs anymore that It Is the 
Housing corporation's houses. It Is just something that I would like to elaborate on again because 
the people here are very frustrated because they did not understand what was happening when the 
Housing Corporation houses were being built In the community. They took It for granted that when
the Housing Corporation houses were built and you moved Into It that 1t would be your own house and
you only pay two dollars a month and you get free water, wood delivery and they did not realize 
that they lost their own homes and they were moving Into Housing Corporation owned houses. This 1s 
what frustrates the people 1n this community.

I would also like to express my feelings that I appreciate the committee for coming Into Rae and 
listening to the problems and concerns of the people here. I hope that you make good 
recommendations and accomplish what the committee was set up for. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Eddy, I just wanted to tell you that I guess as far as the
housing situation 1s, 1s that we are here to find some other avenues or options that could be 
utilized as far as the housing situation goes. One Idea Is that where now they have a housing 
association and maybe this could be diverted Into what they call a housing committee which 1s a 
subcommittee of the band council. Then where they have district offices now, you probably could 
convert them Into regional housing boards and then you also have the territorial-wide level which 
maybe Is the Housing Corporation Itself may be diverted into what you call a housing commission 
which would designate to the regions and then the regions then designate to the communities the 
amount of houses that Is required.

Maybe the other option too is that In November when the Legislature meets and in January when our 
budget session happens and 1t could possibly happen that one of the recommendations, an Interim 
recommendation not the final, that we do start funding regional councils to look at what kind of 
organized body they would like to see 1n place as far as housing goes. Whether It Is housing 
committee or regional housing boards, etc. So that is the other option too.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Would anybody else like to say something? I will ask Mrs.
Lawrence to make our closing remarks now.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I would just like to say thank you. I do not mean to rush you but we came home at
12:30 last night from Fort Simpson and we have to go again 1n the morning to Snowdrift. Everything 
that you have said has been recorded and will be seriously considered when we make our 
recommendations. With the help of your MLA, I am sure a lot of you talk to him, ask him for 
support as well In some of the recommendations that we will be making.

We will be sending a copy of the transcript to the band office. Once again, I would like to say
thank you to everyone that came out and had their say. We are only sorry that we cannot say we 
will do this and that for you right now. We are not in a position to say that. Mashl cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Eliza. Chief Joe Rabesca would also like to make a closing
remark.

CHIEF JOE RABESCA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like at this time to thank you people from
Yellowknife for coming here and listening to our people. I know you have a lot of other 
communities to visit yet. As the leader of this community, I would like to thank you MLAs, our 
translator, our technician, those guys back there that might be reporters but I would also like to 
thank them. Also the people that I represent I would also like to thank them for coming out and 
listening to us.

I am pretty sure that together the MLAs, and some of the leaders like myself that did talk today 
still have a lot work to do yet to Improve these housing problems that were raised. So, again I
would like to thank you and thank my own people for coming to this meeting.



CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I would also like to thank you for coming out to this meeting This is mv

яа ,hu-1 ,o“'ĸ,
— Laughter

Thanks again and we will keep In touch with you. Thank you 

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

SNOWDRIFT. AUGUST 15. 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I now call this meeting to order. I will make my opening remarks first and 
then turn the meeting over to you.

First of all I would like to thank everyone for coming out today. I would especially like to thank 
Chief Felix Lockhart and the Snowdrift Band Council for inviting the Special Committee on Housing 
to hold this public hearing In your beautiful community.

The Special Committee on Housing consists of six elected MLAs and four alternate MLAs. We were 
appointed by the Legislative Assembly in February, 1984, to Investigate the concerns people 1n the 
communities have about housing. I would now like to Introduce to you the committee Members present 
today: Your MLA, Mrs. Eliza Lawrence, representing Tu Nedhe; Mr. Red Pedersen, representing 
Kltjkmeot West; Mr. Sam Gargan, representing Oeh Cho; Mr. Michael Ballantyne, representing 
Yellowknife North and myself Ludy Pudluk, representing High Arctic.

Mr. Arnold McCallum, who represents Slave River and who also co-chairs this committee with me, 1s 
out of the NWT at this time. He will be joining our tour next week, as will John T'Selele, who 
represents Sahtu.

So far, this committee has held public hearings in 19 communities across the NWT. We have met with 
municipal councils, band councils and housing associations in order to understand the concerns 
these groups have about housing.

In addition to Snowdrift, we will visit the communities of Fort Simpson, Rae-Edzo, Fort Resolution, 
Fort Providence, Detah, Lac la Martre, Fort Smith and Hay River in August. After this tour Is 
completed, we will visit an additional 15 communities in the Kitikmeot and Keewatin regions In the
• dll*

On the basis of what people tell us at the public hearings and other meetings held 1n the 
communities, this committee will make an interim report to the Legislative Assembly in November. A 
final report, which will include recommendations, will try to address the concerns raised In the 
communities.

An Important part of this committee's mandate is to review the operations of the NWT Housing 
Corporation. This review will begin once we have heard from the people In the communities. We will 
study the present structure and operating procedures of the NWT Housing Corporation to see whether 
the programs are getting to the people in the most efficient and effective way. We will also make 
recommendations for changes in programs and policies that, we hope, will lead to some real 
improvements 1n housing at the community level. I

I would like to emphasize that we are elected representatives, not government employees. We do not 
work for the NWT Housing Corporation or for the Government, of the NWT. We work for you, the people 
of the NWT. This committee was formed because so many of us In the Legislative Assembly were 
always dealing with housing problems In our constituencies. The problems basically seemed to be 
îî?e ^ ï e,.acr?ss îhe NWT .and У°иг Legislative Assembly decided that 1t was time to take a look at 
the NWT Housing Corporation and talk to the people in the communities to see if there could not be 
a better way of providing housing.
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Therefore, we have come here today to hear from you, the people of Snowdrift. These conmunlty
tnarî>^L?r thÍheíHl*cStnan n u  ífi f1"d1n9 out what people think about the housing they have now, and
to collect the ideas people have for changes and Improvements. At this point, we cannot tell you

recoiBiendatiens w in be. He still have to visit many more comnunltles to listen to the 
peop e and the review of the NWT Housing Corporation will take some time. We have to consider the
m?nhtП lunnict 0П ua ^  and !°°k a*’ Where the money would come from to fund anv rh*n«i« «
might suqaest. We have * responsibility to *,ак* ъиге that our reconmendations are realistic and

m ĸ t J r t .  гвгП1 е0„ ^ н пПпееГ^ 1^  chang?s Just for the sake of change itself; instead, we
mnrh Thnifr t” v that d so1ve at east some of the maJ°r problems we have heard somuch about over the past few months.

At this time, 1 am going to ask your MLA to make opening remarks but before she begins I am going

„ u í  Л  П ш т  bee" electfd as an MLA ,n 1975- 1 myself have been working hard to
w th*Jihe NWT Housing Corporation. They never seen to be listening that Is the reason 

why we set up this committee. Also, Eliza was elected last year and since then she has been

give thehfloor to your MLA? S the ^  °f PerS°n 1 W4nted °" th,s comn,ttee* Now- 1 *» going to

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mashl cho.

— Applause

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) Thank you. I did not realize he was talking about me, I though he
aul Î Ũ Í  J  rueal. n1ce.pers°n - “e have been travelling for the last few months now and the

7 1я5,11 ng by we bave been to his coimiunity and there are no trees or building materials 
around h1s community. The boat goes to h1s place only once a year and if the things are not 
brought In then, then they do not get anything until the next year. 9

klhat ar® s^tt1n9 here are all MLAs and we do not work for the government. We cannot 
wu are ?°jn9 t0 d0 whatever we s«y- We have to make up our report and you 

p®?p e ĨÎĨ s -t t ,n 9  here whatever you do not like or your concerns, then tell us and we will 
make note of them for our recommendations and report in the fall.

^ b P??Pl\ d° n0t 11ke tfle way the h0IJSes are made and the houses that are brought in from down 
. ь s. not tt,e same as down south. The houses are made for down south so once they are brought
up here because It Is very cold here they are not as good. People are saying that they should make

ÍÎníprnrfîrUt eS iar°Und Üere\  1 Üann0t prom1se th,s and that right now,y i 9have to listen to your 
«ЬпыГпп íi[St' If y0u„d? not understand something, you can call us or write us at the addresses 
shown on the papers. Whatever your concerns are we are going to base our report upon that. Thank

-— Applause

arriuî'nû í«r<:n« UaĩJî 4  7 hank you' 1 tMnk you have heard enou9h from th1s table for now. Since 

an exce?lent^guîde]^your^MLÂ,WMrsftLawrence.yOU ^ 1" 9 ar0U"d 1п У°иГ CCmmJn,ty- 0f course *е bad

thriloÎqÏM^Îrïnr*??^ л9й1гП w,e have come here t0 11sten t0 y°u- S1nce we do not work for 
вп?1г ? «  Corporation °r rfor ‘be Government of the NWT, we cannot answer questions about their
5  f ííeu,apS /  П Sn°wdr1ít’ but we will meet with the district office of the Housing 

A  . ^  River next week. We will also review the entire Housing Corporation in the

г ^ Я ' . н ^ с я г й й , : ' " not bs f“r9°tten- They *  re“ rd8d- -  ■ *.! &
ĩ ĩ l ° Z \ t ° \ eL \ r ]d 11keAJto say a few words about how these Public hearings work. We are 
rathnHnnf ть ta/\ei0U*S tr.an*1at1on and today our interpreters are Sabat Biscaye and Smokey
h e a î ^ J Ü : , „ Й , ! |1П translate remarks from English to Chlpewyan and vice versa. If you wish to 
hear the translation, please get a receiver and headset.

the3D u b H г°ГЬр Гн nnc t k" 9 50 ,that.we *n i  bave a record of everyone's concerns. Transcripts of
k , u Is w111 be Produced and copies will be sent back to you. It Is necessary for

In' thfsWÜàvW ' t h ĩ i Í t J S X J ?  <i°'îe hf0rWârd t0 thlS U b 1 e  and speak t0 us throu9h the m^rophone. 
ask that v ^ u ^ L f  nP 1 W! i hearu your remarks and they will also be recorded. We would also 
L S i l n  i f  y?k name befoie be9,nnin9 and that you remain at the table following your 

presentation in case there are committee Members that would like to ask questions of you. 9
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CHIEF FELIX LOCKHART: Good afternoon. My name Is Felix Lockhart and I am the Chief of the Lutfel 
k'e Dene Council. I am very pleased to see you all here today and I would like to welcome you to 
this comnunlty. I know for some of you this Is probably the first time In Snowdrift and I would 
like you to feel welcome.

I am especially pleased at this time to see that there are other people from other areas other than 
from the western territory. I would ilk? to make s special welcome to the Сматлаг,, Luúy ruuluk 
and likewise Red Pedersen, Michael Ballantyne and Penny Aumond, your co-ordinator, Sam Gargan and 
Eliza Lawrence, our MLA.

At this time I would like to also express some concerns on housing matters while at the same time I 
would like to have an opportunity to speak again after. Basically It is for the people In the 
community's concern and I myself am very Interested In how the concerns are put forward today. I 
think It Is going to be helpful especially because we have the translation If we could speak 
English or Chlpewyan and we will be able to listen to all the people who want to speak with regard 
to housing.

(Translation) Today we are having a meeting to discuss housing problems and these people have done 
a lot of travelling. They have been to the Arctic and the Slavey communities. After they leave 
here they will be making up a report expressing our concerns regarding housing. Our 
representatives Eliza Lawrence and Sam Gargan will be taking part In this.

By next year they will let us know what they will be doing about the housing. Whoever wants to say 
something can come up to the microphone and talk about their housing or any problems that they have 
concerning their housing. Whatever you say will be recorded and after we have talked about our 
problems they will make up a report on different problems that were expressed and they will make 
their recommendations from that. That Is all I wanted to say. (Translation ends)

After the meeting here you are welcome to supper or something to eat. It doesn't matter how long 
the meeting Is but keep It In mind that their Is a warm meal for you after the meeting. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you very much.

MR. PIERRE MARLOWE: (Translation) My name is Pierre Marlowe. Everybody else's house Is getting
fixed except mine. My house was built In 1962 and it has not been fixed since then except for one 
time they told me my house was going to be fixed and all they did was make a porch. At Christmas 
time, after the porch was finished, I received a letter and they told me that I owed them $3000 and 
I do not know why. I did not ask for money, that was not the reason they fixed my house. I do not 
have any money, why should they fix my house?

There have been no repairs done to my house since it was built. The windows and doors are still 
the same. They have not given me any paint, I have had to pay for paint with my own money. 
Everybody else's house gets fixed except mine. Even though I am working, I came over here to the 
meeting to ask 1f you can see that my house gets fixed. That is all I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody have questions? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) We cannot promise you anything, we can only listen to you. We can
tell whoever Is taking care of housing but we cannot promise to fix your house for you. Whatever 
you have said has been recorded and once we write our report we will take Into consideration what 
you have said.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else have questions? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Pierre, I understand you had to pay the $3000 for the repair
of that little porch that they did for you. The same kind of problems are happening In Kakisa and
yesterday we heard the same thing from Fort Rae and in Fort Providence we have the same problem 
too. We now have three areas where people did not know that they had to pay back that money under 
the RAP program. There is so much money that the government will be able to forgive, jor Instance 
If you owe them $3000, maybe they will forgive you for $1500, something like that and this has not 
been happening. I

I think this 1s one area where myself, from Deh Cho area, Eliza who 1s from the Tu Nedhe area and 
James Wah-Shee who is from the Rae-Lac la Martre area, we have to get together and try to find an 
answer to that problem. Because we are just now starting to hear people complain about the
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCF: ITrane 1*Hnn\ rv> >«-411 ».... . ,, .
• ------'  *•' ........... *-"c M»pe'> saying tnat you owe S30007

MR. PIERRE MARLOWE: (Translation) No, I do not think I still have them, but I will look for them.

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) Who collects the rent money?

did M ? ïk T o Lr0 the porchnS,aHel0dníd Î t ^ ï t ^ Î ^ V ^  T  the letter that stated 1 owed »000. 1 
them do I t .  I would h° ve refused. my knowled9e a"d "  I had known I wouldn't have let

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) When was this done?

Ж .  PIERRE MARLOWE: The porch was made 1n 1979.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Does anybody have questions? Mr. Gargan.

"  th'Se •*'" “  ">» «• 9 «  that

Ж .  PIERRE IMIOUE: I received the last letter last ,ear and none since then.

CHAIRNUt (Hr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else? I would like to thank Pierre Harlowe for co.ln9

---Applause

ST! SSPi“,2ff,i,.."ÏÏ,lS!iï“ md №"5 * " ' * • * «  Pf® ^ . '° S Æ s  there

and the house's not being used at all e"0“gh "oneJ' ,hen th*' *  finls|i «

{h.t” h î ™  bl^famlHes. S°We le“ d T l «  o'f"h'oullôo 'I W *  ‘  lot. b,røT'. especially for people 
H k e  that we would be happy. °US 09 n th s community and if we would get housing

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody have questions or coimients.

I T S  MARML0ÏE: (ĩrans,ation) My name Is Madeline Marlowe. I would also like to have mv

stay6In ít?" I have°two i i d s ^ ' s c S  that 1s why 1 l a s t ^nter I Sîd not
a look at It. Toni hasd written å1 couDle If lltt-r*6 ?  y°U c? ne over to щ  house and have 
received an answer. up e of etters for me about my house but I have never
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The Housing Corporation boss came here last winter but he never looked at my house. My house 
burned about 10 years ago and they gave me a new house but since then they have never given me 
anything else. Other people that got their houses fixed gave me their old tiles and that Is what I 
have 1n my house. If I had not received these old tiles, my house would not look very good.

is all I wanted to say.
to be fUeii ami I wouid like one ot you to come over and look at 1t

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Yes, we will go to your place and take some pictures of It. Anybody have
questions or comments? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) Can we all go to your house, Mrs Marlowe?

MRS. MARLOWE: (Translation) Sure, I do not mind. I would be very happy if you would.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else have questions? Is there anybody else that wishes to speak?

MS BERNADETTE LOCKHART: My name is Bernadette Lockhart and I am representing the people of
Snowdrift as a band member. There is a lot of concern about housing in Snowdrift and I am 
speaking for all the people of Snowdrift here and for myself. I have lived here all my life and I 
know what is happening.

First of all, I would like to speak about the low rental housing. Audrey is the one that has been 
collecting rent for the low rental houses and most of the time she is not here. She is in the 
states a lot of the time and people want to pay for their rents and they do not know where to go so 
they are stuck with the rents that they owed years ago. Some of the people have mailed their rent 
money.

Some of the houses are repaired and the repairs are not done well but still the rents increase 
after a few repairs have been done. I do not think that is right. And also the Housing
Corporation, I know looks after that and when I was in Fort Smith there is training for maintenance 
people. There was about 10 people that are training for maintenance and there was none from 
Snowdrift. I would like to know why they did not take anybody from Snowdrift to train them for 
house maintenance on these low rental units? It seems like there is never enough money for 
anything to be done in Snowdrift.

Also the log houses. These log houses are never completed and I wonder how they think a log house 
can be built for $6000 when in Fort Resolution they get $67,000 for one house. Why Is that 
difference there? So, we have about three houses that are not completed and the people thought It 
would be done by now but now they say they cannot make anymore houses unless those three are 
completed. The people have tried to get more money to finish the houses but it is because of the 
shortage of money that they put in originally for these log houses.

Also, I would like to mention for the people that need repairs to their houses. They vfíf 
years ago and I remember that, if they wanted to get their house repaired they havei^'^ 
agreement saying that they want their house repaired. It was misinterpreted by 
instance, so and so you have to pay so much a month and pay half of 
mortgage. That was not explained properly and that is why people, were®? 
thousand for their houses. * <3

I had my house built in 1965 and they have never made any repairs to It. Just is/ 
and I live in that house and my husband is employed by the government and I am s'e 
have set up policies for log buildings and low rental units saying "If you make.fcoqi 
are not qualified for those things" and I do not think that 1s right. Д' 
qualified as the person who does not have money to have a house too. I 
changed if at all possible.

I would like to say something about the people that are employed, thçy’j 
Snowdrift never seems to get staff housing. And as soon as they get^bTM' 
teachers or somebody from outside the community gets first choice. ; Wi 
working and qualified for such housing, why can't they get 1tofiçSt3i 
have to say. Are there any questions? ‘1 ' <щг

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

:- 5 W W
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MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you very much, Bernadette, you brought up some very valid points. I wonder
If I could ask you a couple of questions? Do you think 1t would help that when the Housing 
Corporation comes out with programs, whether 1t Is a HAP program or rehab program, that If they 
gave the Information out using the language of that community or would If help If they spent more 
effort explaining these programs? Because I know many programs are very confusing, very 
complicated and very difficult for people to understand. Do you think It would help If It was done 
In the local languaqe?

MS BERNADETTE LOCKHART: I think that would be good If It was done In English and also the local
language and maybe people would understand what they are getting themselves Into and if they have 
to pay something they would know that they have to pay.

MR. BALLANTYNE: The other point that you brought up was about training programs. Who does the
maintenance now on the rental housing In Snowdrift?

MS BERNADETTE LOCKHART: There Is nobody right now. If somebody has trouble with their furnace
there Is nobody to fix It. We do ask DPW to fix It but If they say "No" we have nobody.

MR* BALLANTYNE: Would 1t be helpful to have one or two people from Snowdrift trained to do the
maintenance on the houses here? Would you like to see that?

MS BERNADETTE LOCKHART: I think that Is the way It should have been because every other place has
their own except Snowdrift.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else have questions of Bernadette? Red.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Bernadette, do you know if the band or somewhere In the
community you get any maintenance funding from the Housing Corporation for the 12 northern rental 
houses that you have?

MS BERNADETTE LOCKHART: I cannot answer that question but maybe Audrey Orrey can answer that or
the band manager who 1s here can answer 1t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: We'll ask you after Tommy arrives from the office.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any further questions of Bernadette? Please help yourself to coffee,
bannock and cookies.

— SHORT RECESS

Any further presentations?

MR. TOMMY LOCKHART: My name Is Tom Lockhart and I am the band manager. I understand Eliza had a
question for me.

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) We wanted to know who collects the rent and who does the maintenance
and have you ever received any money for maintenance.

MR. TOMMY LOCKHART: (Translation) Audrey Orrey is the one that collects the money for the
low rental units and she brings It to the Housing Corporation. Whoever has problems with housing, 
Audrey phones Yellowknife and finds out from Yellowknife what has to be fixed and the malntenace 
people come in from Yellowknife.

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) The people sitting here do not know who Audrey is so could you tell
us who she is.

MR. TOMMY LOCKHART: Audrey Orrey has been a resident of Snowdrift for the past 10 years or so.
She operates Snowdrift Enterprises Ltd., the transient centre and she Is usually there about seven 
to eight months of the year and then she goes down south. She collects rents for the Housing 
Corporation right now and whatever rent she collects is passed back to the Housing Corporation or 
if anybody has any complaints it is also passed on to the Housing Corporation. And they In turn 
send someone or maintenance men either for furnace or carpentry to repair. With that they decide
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and then set up a program usually every sumer and then If the roofing or windows need repairs It 
Is passed back to the Mousing Corporation.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else have questions? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. CimmMdii. Tom, I am wondering If there might be somebody ulse that
might be able to take on that responsibility of collecting rent, for Instance the social worker or 
even the band council?

MR. TOfWY LOCKHART: I think If 1t was discussed with the Housing Corporation, usually a fellow
comes 1n and his name Is Robert Fegan and he is due to come In on the 28th of this month. If the 
band Is Interested we can ask Robert, usually he Is just a messenger boy and he Just comes here and 
passes things back to the Housing Corporation. He usually does not have an Immediate answer for 
what the band wants.

MR. GARGAN: There 1s quite a bit of concern expressed right now from the people we have heard
from, they are 1n a bad situation. Even for the shortages of houses, there 1s nobodyu taking th'jt 
responsibility on, so as long as that situation exists your probably would not be too successful In 
getting more houses.

MR. TOMMY LOCKHART: It seems that it is either the policy of the federal government or the Housing
Corporation that something like that, it 1s probably in the interest of the band to take over 
something like that, or what I would see to be better 1s if just one department would look after 
the materials and the labour funding. Also the experience we have had in the past with labour 
funding Is that usually its not enough, they usually give us four or five dollars an hour and that 
1s not enough for a community up North where the standard of living is very high.

What we would see is that 1n the past the Housing Corporation has been purchasing materials and 
providing funding and we would see maybe the band or maybe a housing committee would be formed and 
they would look after the housing situation in Snowdrift In terms of materials, purchasing 
materials and ordering them themselves, instead of the Housing Corporation looking after them 
because usually there is always a shortage of materials and there is a delay. Also the planning 
for funding Is Insufficient, you run out and you have to look elsewhere for funding. That Is one 
of the reasons why there are about three units that are Incomplete right now.

There is a question this morning about the band obtaining some money from Indian Affairs. I just 
got a call this morning, $20,000 has been approved for three units. I think It was Bernadette who 
asked that question, so we got some to complete those buildings, we hope that will be enough. We 
asked for more than $20,000 per unit but it is pretty hard because there is so much money that goes 
into the Territories from the federal government and there is bout 17 other bands that have to use 
that kind of money which Is made available by the federal government. So even that will probably 
help us complete the units this year.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I see you have 12 northern rental units here in Snowdrift, have they been offered 
for sale to the people here? Are people interested in buying the northern rental units?

MR. TOMMY LOCKHART: It would probably be best if there were someone from the Housing Corporation
here but it has been probably introduced in the past, the way I understood it when it was first 
started, that the rental would be to purchase, but even that program has not been explained to the 
people yet.

MRS. BERNADETTE LOCKHART: I got a person who wanted to buy those northern low rental houses. The 
condition that the houses are in now, nobody wants to pay for that kind of house. If they can pay 
$30 a month, they would rather stick to that instead of paying $300 for their fuel oil, lights, and 
everything else that is in there.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody have further questions?

MR. BALLANTYNE: How many people are asking for housing r o w  now? Do you have a number of
applications?

MR. TOMMY LOCKHART: Since the SSHAG units started about six or seven years ago, there is always a 
list of applicants, maybe 20 or 23 every year. Usually two to five are approved, in that 
neighbourhood.
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M R ‘JBAiLî!ITyNE:i The SSHAG рГа°9гат Is no longer, it 1s the HAP program now. I wonder Is there anv 
need right now In your community for new rental housing rather than^home-ownershlp? ™  y

r a  чъчи? zs: irt
s ^ ï t n e ^ t a ’t b ï ï s . г“лп|л9 w,ter’ f “n m r e - • «

MR. ERNIF MICHEL . ha»’« uíín working on log houses now for about three years We built a few

K 8  h o î s e s Í a i r i r i s 0L n e r y tSe^ n H We i0mpJeted them; Some People <" « «  and sllth who 
I  fu? ^ SA °  1t 1s t0 bu11d a log houses as It Is safer. The loq house, we will

want everything In there, we want a sewage tank under the house, we can do that we can have 
running water showers, a woodstove, there Is a lot of wood around In íîe bush lîe have rent 
houses and we have been living In there for about 10 years W^have a bio famHv rinht

sL\°,th;? f  ;;!,ters,- ?>sUï the « i»**"V , ■'^СТь?!family too, they have two families In there, they need new houses too. 9

ar?,9ett1"9 good at 1l* we are building a school right now and we 
should be completed finished this fall. If we finish 1t we would like to get back to SSHAG housfno

t æ  х я я м я  ĩ  г т а г  h : i H S
S M Í Ũ V J S

înĩrs^ertmtnh c í  that, V me’ sta.rtin9 out at five dollars an hour and then after a montait was

b e c . S I h e r e  . . Г ю ' * ’T j î f t . , . ' ”  1Ле "Ч М  "еге ' ЖГЫ%М the "” * »  «“  » « *  '«»»■

l ^ y ^ ú i T o ^ r  'iogt I T S ;  Z lkS T  HZ ĩo tíV Z ^  ĩ  Ji'St
the IMS th'u.hw  “ Г  ‘îtlr ° Z  f,°0(1 *"d evsr>'t>ll"9. he Just went'din tïere to sat ready fîí
this S  or eert lelt Ïïth ihnsl | Л ! co"»letc|» finish It. Those logs should be co»ln9 In 

If ĩnuhÅrf."?, 4W?eK’ tWith those lo9s that are coming In we will be building the qym next year 
So If anybody is Interested, we can show them how to usi the logs when we are building

WeiAhad^ more umoney we could teach more 9uys to build log bulldinqs because rlah t now thnro it
соо % \ 0и ш ^ г 1 ь1оон^ Рьг п r°trkln9 to9wether to awhne* if we í t î r s ; î ; : e ; ;e n
re , . S l t ’^s еГе,-еп ! Д  ' S № b Z T “« K *  J ' S b î ' S  Г Л  T J ' ^ Z Îis ashe°usĸ ын stae к sus 5*5-je
îïmP r « H alifh0.,ASin9 are "ot ? ery 9°od* the-f are a11 the same. Most of the houses around here are the 
*“"f and 1t У?“ are 9o1ng to sell the rental houses you may as well get ne^loq houses These Inn 

«  we build are pretty warm Inside 1n the wintertime. If we build new houses t’hev will be 
]; properly but we would like to have running water and sewage In them 5e » t  a new sewaïe

questions^? 2 l !  Ï Ï I e r " t h ï ! ' ^ a T l s ^ a l  M  I f ' Í ' S ĩ e " ! ! ;

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Pedersen.

Mnd^you^are talking' about/^* ke'P ГвРеГГ,Л!! “  "“0 ha,e' “  b“i,d"- ls thli the

“  -  S i h r n ^ r í Æ ; . 0 «a guy there, his name 1s Gordon Tranter(slc), and we are working for him on the school 

MR. PEDERSEN: Is this a company then that you have formed?

MR. ERNIE MICHEL: Yes, we have been working for them now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else have questions? Mr. Ballantyne.
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MR. BALLANTYNE: It sounds very good. In most of the communities that we have gone to, one of the
big problems has been that when houses are built they are built by outside contractors that do not 
hire anybody locally. I think It Is very Important that the people 1n the community build their 
own houses, so what you are doing Is very good. I wonder If you could give us a little more
information and send ft to us about exactly what you an» doing, because It sounds very Interesting.

MR. ERNIE MICHEL: Yes, we can do that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else have questions of Ernie.

MS EMERENCE CARDINAL: My name 1s Emerence Cardinal and I am on the Snowdrift band council. I
would just like to add to a few things that Philip Desjarlafs was saying. And most of the things 
that I want to say I think I have already questioned and Tommy, Ernie and Bernadette have already 
mentioned but what Philip Desjarlals was saying about a shortage of housing In Snowdrift 1s right.

Every summer they build about four or five houses and about 20 to 23 people apply for these houses 
and about four families probably get a house. Last sunnier, four houses were started and only two 
were completed. Because the houses were built smaller than they usually build these log houses, 
one man had to give up his house because It was too small for his family. He has 13 kids In h1s 
family and the house was just too small.

Philip also mentioned that the house he is living In, there are about six houses like his and they 
were built In I960 and poorly made. In the wintertime when 1t is about 30 or 40 degrees below 
zero, you can see frost Inside the houses on the walls. These people cannot afford to fix up their 
own houses and when they do apply for materials to fix their house, 1t 1s never completed right.
Some of these old people that have no Income and live on welfare, they cannot afford to buy a new
stove so they freeze all winter long.

Also the health people are always saying they are concerned about the health of people in these 
communities. They should have running water, because that is what Is needed here. If they are 
going to build rental housing they may as .«el 1 build them out of logs because low rental houses 
have been fixed In the past, they are putting 1n tiles that tears In a few weeks, they use the 
cheapest materials and people do not want to buy these low rental units. They would buy them maybe 
If they had running water and the houses were 1n better condition.

Just about every second house in this settlement Is overcrowded. About four or five families live 
In each house and they have complained to the housing committee but they have not done anything 
about It so far. People like me for instance, I live In a rental house because I am teaching but
they will not give me a SSHAG house because I am making too much money. I have lived in Snowdrift
all my 1 ife.

So the main concern In this settlement 1s that there Is a shortage of housing and very poor 
facilities. That is all I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody have questions or comments? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you. We would like to encourage everyone to express their views and concerns
to us so that anything that 1s brought to our attention will help us make our recommendations. And 
the sort of thing that you mentioned will really help us in making recommendations to make some 
changes in some of the policies. For instance, if you make over $25,000 a year, then you cannot 
get a house, If you make anything under that, you cannot afford to maintain It. So, I just wanted 
to say that you are bringing your point across very well and it Is all recorded. Mashi cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. A lot of the old northern rental houses that were built here 
are in poor quality shape right now. In a lot of the communities these low rental northern units 
have been sold for as little as one dollar to anywhere to about $7000 a unit and then these houses 
belong to the people that bought It. I was wondering whether maybe because the houses are 1n 
really bad condition it would be a good time to buy these houses and at the same time have maybe 
the district office be just a funding agency. And if these people buy these houses then they can 
apply for a grant to upgrade their houses. I would see that as a good approach In getting them, 
because once they repair these northern rental units, they usually become public houses and once 
they become public houses they never get a chance to buy them. It Is only a suggestion but if you 
were to make that kind of a recommendation, we would strongly support something like that.
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MS EMERENCE CARDINAL: Most people that rent these low rental houses are pensioners or people that 
do not have jobs, or 1f they do 1t 1s Just off-season jobs, and they cannot afford to pay fuel. 
Fuel 1s about $200 or $300 a month. That Is why everybody wants log houses, where they can burn 
wood Instead of fuel.

fffi. GARGAN: Okay, with regard to log houses, vĸe HAP program, U  is a progren that mayre should
not be in the control of the district office. We have an association In Providence too, but the 
thing Is they do not have any power on who gets the houses or what type of houses should be built. 
It 1s really Hay River that decides that. It Is a program that once an Individual builds a house, 
It is theirs and maybe the HAP program could be under the control of the band. Then the band will 
decide who gets the houses and the type of houses that they want to build. It really should be up 
to them to decide those things and maybe leave the district office to collecting rent.

MS EMERENCE CARDINAL: I would like to add too that these low rental houses, like we said are In
very poor condition and people are just getting discouraged about getting their houses fixed. It 
1s not being fixed the way 1t should be because they use poor quality materials and things like 
that and they do not want to pay rent anymore. And now they say they have to pay their own light 
bills and pretty soon they'll be paying their own fuel. And still they ask 1f we want more of 
these low rental units with a furnace 1n it. People do not want those kind of houses anymore and 
If they are not going to upgrade these low rental houses they might as well not bother to ask the 
people 1f they want to buy them, because nobody wants to buy a house In poor condition like that.

MR. GARGAN: Tell me, Mrs. Cardinal, were the people told when they first started this northern
rental program that they would be paying only two dollars a month or something like that?

MS EMERENCE CARDINAL: Nobody explained anything to the people. They just built these houses and
said "You move 1n that one, and It depends on how much you make, maybe $10 a month for rent". That 
was the condition the people moved Into those low rental houses. Since then the rent has gone up. 
It 1s okay for pensioners but people that do not even have jobs, the ones that live off trapping, 
$10 1s not much to pay for rent but still now the rent has gone up to $30 a month or more and they 
pay for their light bills.

MR. GARGAN: The other thing I wanted to mention is that especially for the elders, 1n some of the 
communities it was expressed, that these elders have earned their rest sort of thing and they 
should not be burdened with paying rent on the source of Income that they get. In some places 
where people are social assistance recipients, these people get anywhere from $300 to $600 a month 
but they are not obliged to pay rent based on that kind of Income. It Is an assistance and social 
services also pay for their rent. I guess as far as the pensioners go, It Is a source of an
assistance and really I do not think the they should be burdened with paying rent. They have
earned their right to rest. If it was to come from the floor here that pensioners should not be 
burdened with paying rent, it certainly would be followed up on.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else have comments or questions? Thank you, Emerence.

MR. JONAS CATHOLIQUE: (Translation) My name Is Jonas Catholique. I am living in a low rental
house and when I lived 1n a log house it was really good. When I first moved into the low rental 
house it was alright but now the house Is too cold because there Is a gap around the doors, so I 
fixed 1t. The windows too have big holes in between, the furnace Is constantly going burning up 
fuel. I have a lot of mice 1n щу house too. I pay $100 for this low rental house and the job that
I have now I do not get paid very much. I am getting about five dollars an hour and I have been
working for about eight years and I feel I am paying too much for my house.

The hinges on the doors are coming out because they are so rusty. My house 1s the same as all the
others and they are all made the same. I would be very happy if you would fix It for me. Every
night I play around with the mice and it Is not very nice. Thank you.

---Laughter

-— Applause

MS ANNIE CATHOLIQUE: (Translation) I would like to say something about my house. Everybody lives
in nice houses but my house is not very nice. My house Is very cold in the wintertime. My husband 
made a house for me a long time ago and I am really tired of my house because it is very cold in
it. If you could fix the windows and doors on my house, I would be very happy. I burn wood 1n my
house and I get assistance for my wood. I am too old to work at anything now, I cannot even cut my
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own wood anymore. We are helped with our firewood but If you do not have anything to cut the wood
with It does not do me any good because I cannot cut my own firewood. If the band council members
would say something, we might be able to get help. Like I said, my house 1s too cold. It would be 
very nice 1f someone could help me fix It up.

I received a letter In May and they asked me what kind of house did I want and did I want an oil
burning furnace or a wood burning stove. I told them I wanted a wood burning stove. I thought
they were going to bring me a house on one of those big barges but I have not received anything 
yet and summer Is just about over now. Who had promised me that house? That Is all I wanted to 
say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) Who send you papers promising you a house?

MS ANNIE CATHOLIQUE: (Translation) I cannot say who It Is but Allzette knows and she 1s not here. 
When I received those papers they asked me If I wanted a house with a furnace 1n it. I told them 
"No, I wanted one with a wood burning stove". So, they said "If that Is the kind of house you 
want, that Is the kind we will make for you".

WIS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) Is that person that promised that to you from here?

MS ANNIE CATHOLIQUE: (Translation) No, AUzette knows who 1t Is but she 1s not here right now.

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) Can we come over and look at your house?

MS ANNIE CATHOLIQUE: (Translation) Yes. That Is okay, I do not mind. I have boarded up my
windows with papers that people have thrown away.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else have a presentation, comments or questions?

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) Do you play with mice In the evenings too?

MS ANNIE CATHOLIQUE: Yes, It does not matter how old you are people like to play and have fun. If
I see a mouse I would like to play with 1t too.

— Laughter

MR. TOM LOCKHART: (Translation) The name of the guy that came 1n and did that survey 1s Robert
Fegan.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else from the audience?

MS BERNADETTE LOCKHART: I just wanted to point out that some of the old people on pensions cannot
walk or do anything for themselves. Some of them would like an old folks home but I would suggest
like Ernie said to have them built in logs. I think there Is about five old people that really
need their houses fixed, so I was thinking 1f we could build one bedroom houses made out of logs 
and with wood stoves, this 1s what they would prefer If they can get it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to answer some of Mrs. Catholique's comments.
It is with regard to the problems that she is experiencing with her home. They do have what they 
call a "Senior Citizens Repair Program" which is probably very difficult for the old people to get 
that grant because they do not really have anybody here to assist them in applying for it. It is a 
$5000 grant that the senior people could get for repairing their houses.

The other thing too is that social services do have a program called "Home Support Services" In 
which an Individual in the community could be hired to assist the senior people as a homemaker, for
cutting wood or things like that. I thought I should mention that to you.

MS MARY LOUISE RABESCA: (Translation) My name is Mary Louise Rabesca. My house is not very nice. 
The furnace is apart and the pieces are on the floor. I have 13 or 14 people in my house, what am 
I suppose to do when winter comes? There are three families in my house.



- 506 -

I have been sick for about a month and the doctor has told me that there are too many people living
In щу house that Is one of the reasons I am sick.

Ever since I got гцу house they have never fixed anything. My husband does not have a job and he
does not receive a pension. People are receiving houses except the people that are staying with
me. I would either like to have house flxsd Oi « b e  have a house made for me. In the 
summertime is the only time that my kids can get work otherwise they do not have a steady job.

That Is all I wanted to say because rqy husband did not want to say anything.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody have questions or remarks? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mary Louise, It seems like In Snowdrift because there Is no 
maintenance men, we seem to be running Into a lot of problems that require maintaining. I guess 
what we probably could do Is as soon as we get back to Yellowknife, is talk to those people at the 
Housing Corporation and tell them to send someone up here as soon as possible to do all the major 
repairs that are required before winter comes. Certainly, we could make something like that public 
too so that 1t applies more pressure on the people to get moving and start doing something.

I understand the problem and sympathize with you because there are no maintenance people here. We 
will try to pressure the Housing Coiporatlon Into sending someone up here as soon as possible. 
Thank you.

MS MARY LOUISE RABESCA: (Translation) I would like to say something else. That furnace at my
house Is no good. When It Is running now, it does not stop by Itself, it stops only when we shut 
It off and It 1s really cold at my house for kids. What Is going to happen to the furnace when It 
gets really cold? Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else? Thank you. Anybody else from the audience?

MS JUDITH CATHOLIQUE: (Translation) I want to also say that my house Is really cold in the winter
time. My mother Is 1n the hospital right now and when she gets out she 1s going to be living with 
me. In the winter we have to put plastic on the outside of the windows and had to put plywood on 
one of the doors because 1t was so cold and this left us with only one door. Since my mother will 
be living with me during the winter I would really like to have my house fixed up as soon as 
possible. If you want you can come and take a look at my house. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody have any questions or comments? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) Thank you. We cannot promise to fix your houses right now because
there 1s no maintenance person here. So what we will do as Mr. Gargan has said is write it up 1n a 
report and we will discuss It with the Housing Corporation. I will ask personally go get your 
house checked.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else from the audience?

MS EMERENCE CAROINAL: Could I ask you what time you will be leaving tonight?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): We are not looking at the time, It Is up to you people.

MS EMERENCE CARDINAL: Okay, 1f you are going around looking at houses I would like you to look at 
my mothers house. My mother is a widow and she needs a lot of materials for her house. Her house 
has not been fixed for about the last four or five years, or I don't think it has ever been fixed. 
She needs windows, insulation and a good stove. She is on social welfare so she has no income at 
all. So if you could go and look at her house I would go with you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): We have sitting in the back in the far end someone with a good camera and 
also Mr. Gargan has a good camera. You could take those two along to the houses to take some 
pictures of the inside of the house.

MS EMERENCE CARDINAL: Thank you.



CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else from the audience?

MS BERNADETTE LOCKHART: One concern that I have 1s that the people have been complaining about
their houses for years and years now and nothing has been done. We are just wondering after you 
leave here, how long 1s 1t going to take before we see any recuits? Hill ivc be getting any or not?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Do you want to answer that question Mr. Gargan?

MR. GARGAN: Eliza do you want to answer that question?

MRS. LAWRENCE: No, you answer 1t.

---Laugher

I didn't quite hear what she said.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In most of the communities that we have gone to, we have
been able to meet with the local people first and then have tried to meet with the district offices 
to try and get some answers from them as to why they are Ignoring some communities and why repairs 
are not done 1n certain areas. In doing this we have pressured them Into doing something. Now, as 
far as some of the problems that we are hearing -- so far we have been hearing Individual problems 
here In Snowdrift, what we would like to hear Is spme of the changes that you would like to see. 
Do we require a corporation or should the corporation be changed so that It Is Just a funding 
agency and let the communities be responsible for the allocations the designs and the construction 
of houses. This HAP program which 1s a half a deal, they give you the material no labour money. I 
mean do you want all or nothing, why give half. That sort of thing, It Is a basic rlqht for 
everybody to get shelter, food and clothing.

So the Housing Corporation was created In the first place to provide shelter and now they are 
giving houses that are only half and the Individual has to put his equity into building that 
house. Is It fair to the people especially when people are penalized in the communities like 
Snowdrift where houses are not completed because there Is no money and other people are waiting and 
the corporation Is penalizing the community because of that. What can we do about it? The thing 
we could do this fall In November 1s that we are going to come out with some recommendations, 
Interim recommendations and then we are going to have start thinking about the long term. What is 
going to happen to the corporation, what Is going to happen to the housing authorities? Should 
they become a subcommittee of the band? These are some of the things that we are going to be
looking at that Is probably not going to be finished until next year sometime, but In the meantime 
If there Is a great need or concern expressed we will probably use that as an interim presentation 
In our November session. I don't know 1f we are going to be meeting with the Yellowknife Housing 
Corporation but It Is a concern that we will apply to the corporation and see what they can do. In 
the meantime I will support Mrs. Lawrence with the pressure tactics to get someone over here to 
start working on the houses.

MS BERNADETTE LOCKHART: I have a suggestion then but I don't know if It will work or not. What I
was thinking then is that the band usually looks after the money when the houses are built. I
think that It has been mistreated or mismanaged. This is when things went wrong, the houses were 
not completed and like they say the Housing Corporation are using that against us. So what I would 
suggest Is that If all the four people that they selected to build the houses got together with 
maybe three or four other people and formed a committee to look after their own money. They could 
make sure that each house is built properly and make sure that the money was divided evenly between
the four houses and make sure also that the money was not mistreated in any way. If anybody
doesn't go to work then they should not be getting paid for it.

There should be a policy set up that If they have to work to finish the house and If they don't 
show up at work at nine they lose that time. In the past this hasn't happened. Even if they were 
not working they were getting paid and people would be working one day and then the next they 
wouldn't be working. I think this is where we are losing money. So I think there should be a
policy set up between the committee to make sure that people are at work on time and the money 1s 
spent the way it is supposed to be. Maybe if this was done we wouldn't have so much problems.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.
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accomplish. We donVwant to^aTsĩVJerybody h o p e s^a t^ íre^ o fna T o ’ 1П J Í V  COflm,ttee can 
month all the problems are going to be solved K ĩu s e t h e *  1?.9° aŵ  and 1n a matter a
the Individual problems that you have talked .tout l Ĩ Î L  2 г ^ а и  ’Ч 90,1" 9 t0 V I *  t1me' A]] 
and we will give her support on that one But hii« l nNhi°Ur í an ,e1p you w,th those ones 
complex and very d ifficult. Every coirmuriltv In thehNnrthPrhb €m wJ,th ho,u.s.1n9 1n the North Is very 
to be a lnnn and *WJhard н.;!!ИУ Л “ !У  th? .North has problems like you have. It  Is oolnb

It  Is going to be hard and we are going to
th»t .n — ил r .... b,," №  Because we
that all the problems will be solved very very soon 
need your help to do It also. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

so many р г о Ь ^ т в ^ Ь и Г ^ п с Г у о и ^ а ^ ^ ^ с и в ^ е ^  it*? knnwNNeSt<°n6?jUVh 1 d1dnlt real1ze there was

а ь г : э т г - , Л !'IXX ! S ,  W , r  r  *  • -
c M  s i r , n  - *  * *  £  a t î p ' ĩ ! . , . M “ t“  1 ? й и

— Applause

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

were comfng^over Е(зу р^Тпе^уо^^оЬаЫу ĩiotîced that therí"wÍs"a th® If9 housI1n9h When you

have to be the school prolect wh ch U hI ^ J L  <\ tSSHAQ ho^ses a"d a^ o  the latest one would 
doing all the log work.P Next1 yearthey w i n  be а е Ш п о  "intn .Jhese pf P 1e are the ones that are 
have 750 logs that they can put7p a goíd bid with9. 9 multi-purpose hall -  like they

and getting^l/Vhe contracts1 fo^åll*"the bulld W * *  S ° f i r  JsTo 0иЯ ,с1е havebeen coming In here 
could Identify with logs, because that has Ьррп 9theirS ^ ^ . I 09 s concerned people around here 
log houses now that's feasible and it Ns also che'aner " X e  nnfth? M PaSt Д п<1 n?w they can make 9°od 
log houses Is that they don 't have to be all the s * ™  h ° L ,fnA h1"9S that is happening with the 
houses In town. These oeoDle that not thoce ccuar u me ^e.s. 9n not like you see with the low cost 
rooms they want or if they want runnina watpr nr p°pSeS th!?\S .ou d have a lot to say 1n how many 
there are a lot of people Jut“  erê  than can d e o nn a пп°н ,WhiV ype of des,9" they want. I think 
get Into designing their own housebecauseat the „res9™ ?  н 9 h?hSe and a ?° the people here cou1d 
good quality log houses. People who have ^ o u s e ^ h e ™  thĩ 1 me íĩey are we 1 qua1ified now to make 
like labou/money has aiways been a problem? ’ they USUa,1y run 0ut of money for one th1n9-

i k h “ ™ 2« T i4  Ï Ï  Î L Ï aw . T , SHtlnJ ,0r * “•«• T"<? 9**» «s a design
30, so we ran out of supplies labour mnnpu "n UP a[Jd bui It our own design and it ended up a 24 x 
have been told there Is s t ill hope and we rrilaht ае^тпге*^5 w?,man?9ed to get our own design and we 
complete It this year anyway because there Л  м « 7 м т й РЙ  “ J -  maybe thls fal1 and we have to 
people to have a chance also because there is a ?arv !! ! У °f 9®tt,n9 more ne*t year for the other 
and hopefully with these houses beinafTnishoH A i ?  hous1n9 here. We have a lis t  from the band 
we have people here that are qualified Vo buNId them,^5* Pe°P 6 Wl11 9et 1nto 1og houses and that

4X S S X nX X X  ,°f SSXSs • T ? was 9We"t0 ths ь“й ^  «•«
also taking care of their o,„ funding I nness ,, f n r l L ^  °f the ich0°' »r“''ect >"« they are 
like that part is just In the nrnres9s „ A  9UTesS aS form'in9 1ike a company or like a association, 
but that Is one of things that will be Dut ’into9!!?arpthatn wiУ  happen and I guess we can't help 1t 
in this community will be made out of logs. Thank you. H°pefu y any other bu1 Tdlngs that come up

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.
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MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I guess there Is a need to —  this 1s one area that we could 
move Into quite fast and that Is the area of training for log building. The other part that 
probably requires training too Is with regard to training maybe someone at the community level 
working for the band. How do you on ehnut "«tting conli euls and bidding contracts and probably 
ttiet i* another area that needs to be refined so that we do have trained people that could bid for 
the band or If they wanted to do 1t on Individual basis. They should be able to do that.

MR. JC CATHOLIQUE: One of the things that we are doing right now, like we are part of the band
now. The band are the ones that are getting the contracts Its just that -- like we just go through 
the band same as this group they just go through the band. The band hasn't formed a corporation 
yet but they are In the early stages of that happening.

MR. GARGAN: The committee would be very interested In finding out the results In whatever happens
especially with your corporation If you do have one.

MR. JC CATHOLIQUE: There Is still a nursing station that needs to be built and we would like to
see 1t built out of logs and same as the SSHAG houses or any other buildings.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else have any questions or comments? Thank you.

MR. ZEPP CASSAWAY: (Translation) I am from Snowdrift. I have been living In the low cost housing
for a long time now for about 18 years now and pay rent. These places are supposed to be
maintained but I haven't seen anything yet. Two years ago they said they had fixed 1t, I think 1t 
would have been better If I fixed It myself. They had fixed It but it was not done very well. 
They had fixed the roof but it wasn't done very well because when It rains the windows and stove 
pipes leak so I have to put the dipper, which I drink my water out of, under the dripping water and 
dump 1t out after 1t fills. It doesn't look very nice 1n that house. The house was made out of 
nails, It doesn't have a cement base. I guess the wood has rotted because now I have a lot of bugs 
all over In my cubards.

I am 74 years old and I cannot fix things in my house because I am to old to climb a ladder to fix
my roof. The bathroom that I have does not have a very good honeybucket, when I first moved in
there was just a small honeybucket but it had spoiled and I threw 1t away. Now I just have another 
can In there and I have to keep dumping It every day. What happens some day 1f I trip, I will
probably kill myself. The tiles on the floor are very old and not very nice. I am not the only
one that lives 1n the house, I have my children living with me. Everytlme I get a letter all it 
says Is how much I owe or that the rent has been Increased. If the person that I have to pay the 
rent to fixed the house I wouldn't mind paying rent. If I pay for rent I don't have any money left 
for food. If my house can't be fixed this year then I would appreciate getting some materials and
fix the house myself. All I am asking Is to have my house fixed up. By rights low cost house
should be taken very good care of. The people that don't pay should be thrown out and the people 
that pay should be taken very good care of. You say there is no money. How could there be no 
money when there Is so many people living in these houses. If we help each other especially us men 
maybe we can fix them up. That is all I have to say about my house, I don't know if It is going to 
be fixed or not but I would be very happy 1f they did and would be very thankful.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) Thank you. You are right. If we help each other things can be
done. I will be coming back to have a meeting with the band council and the chief and also the
local people. I will be glad to discuss these matters with you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else. I think Chief Felix Lockhart would like to make
a presentation.

CHIEF FELIX LOCKHART: Thank you. I wish to at this time comment on the patience you have. I am
sure you have been travelling to a lot of places and have listened to a lot of concerns and
viewpoints that people have had, not only in Snowdrift but in other communities. I know that It
sometimes gets very tiring but everything that you have heard in the last two and one-half hours 1s 
very true. The people here have very legitimate concerns and I am sure that you :i understood the 
kinds of concerns, the kinds of viewpoints that people have. I am really appreciative of the fact 
that this is the first time that there has ever been any kind of special committee made up of 
people from the territorial council getting into the communities and really address the housing

Ш■ U'fk
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1t.shoul,d. be- Y°u have heard a lot Of concerns about low rental housing and even back 
In the mackenzle valley housing corporation that was set up previously to even take care of the 
houses hat were bu It by the federal government way back In the 19604 Those are log houses and

tha^noi 4 U?hí%AP t h í t ^ h ^ n L  1 1984’hfoĩ th® last tw0 or three years there was someSsHAG units m at now is the RAP that the people are having tn Hp .i with.

Sl!«S?UewCOnce'Lns here*uyOU Üave a1so 11stened to the fact that there are some concerns that the old
that there6 i s ^ n l d k^hn n0t/lfd V 13* there is a re9uest from one particular band member
that there Is old folks housing needed. These units should have at least one bedroom, living room

Й  fettlenient0' r S  nnw " y ?  °hUt °f ,l09i t0 be ab1e t0 compliment the 10 log workers that are In 
r»nfS?,Vm ^nt fl9ht You have a so heard that there are a lot of logs here and we are 100 per
theíe^4s Lenn.?.tehehnreS«0UrCeS benef1ts 1s that the топеУ stays In the cormiunlty and thatthere Is adequate housing needs that meet the people. J

InH1!» 5nVL a h»e7 f Shtr.on9 ?",Сег" to„tbe fact that we are dea1in9 with the NWT Housing Corporation
similar*concernshS?* w h T V npUt* ?f CT S?’ ,we understand that there are other communities with 
« 1  7  b whatJ s  very Important to us in this community 1s that we do have full

rfn??nS b 4 aspects of the housing functions 1n the community. For example, In terms of
2  h9; a n  W K r.h " 0.1 sat1sfifd w1th the collecting of rent. Right now somebody saldTt ?s
That И п Г о Г а 1 s1dtl/aHUnVwhetri)erSOn», S °f the соттипПУ but not considered part of the band. 
That kina of a situation where you have different structures where it is all divided into different
orySanv,°anuprnmenfrStand that *7 C pnnot геа1,У have any communication with the Housing Corporation 
eLu/h l n n  mnpfhl Pr°9Í T  °! e Com,un1tY- 1 think U  is уегУ ^portant that we have
thalle do have* dec 1 1 1 9 ' u f  may be 0nly one smaI1 part of U  but il ,s Important♦ « L * 6 M ve dec1s Ions made by a committee or a corporation made up from the band. And it has 
to be under the control of the band council and not any other arrangement.

h L Í S aVrhniÍflP°rntatht0 W *  W64 I0 h3Vu S?me dec1s,ons as to how we want houses built and how we can 
You havehhJard a lnî П? i f  i ? S; ® k ,° "0t Want the Hous1n9 Corporat1on to tell us how we live. 
vervhfactï!l d it u  Pï . i it9J V h " ? prob1erTIS>,У°“ “V  call it complaints but I think it Is something 
very tactual, It Is reality that you hear about the houses going out of shape over the vears For 
exampie the 12 low rental units that were put in here a numblr of years ago are In Уроог shape 

/ here, are. 3 lot. of broken w1ndows and everything is in poor condition, we feel 
nnthînl dh «  liWe d° "ot.want t0 P V  ,rent on houses that are not maintained properly. I feel that 

m?:°Ved b®cause of lack of communication with the HousingP Corporation, rent

o T S î e ĩ s  shnouîdhenbeyîîo ĩeT a? f r "  f " " il,eS , ÍV l"9 h0USeS- 1 th1nk those k,"d

t f a t l s t  JЙ Г  i î r í T  a0\c\hoolSK Cî s ^ ĩ d L Wc0o ^ t r ^ kte.on r T f t ' ^ l t î o J í î  
by December and Trend Construction is the principle contractor t h a t i s i r k i n g  on theschool. ÎÍ

labourteinn ethi<Ccn™imirand i H h  h3. 1” 11/  means that they are the ones that determine the ’local 
abour In this coimiunity. Although we have negotiated with DPW on the part of constructed with

' * hav.e managed to get about $155,000 and that is strictly for log panelling cuttinq of the 
Л Ĩ L  ' V h S?  tra n sp o rtin .9 the logs here. We have a good arrangement with local labour9 in that 
corporatfon f0AsfUrøuehîvé h l f as home-ownership programs that could be negotiated with the 

4n f î  * h, h d also’ there 1S the 1o9 construction that needs to be dealt with 
even in terms of other larger structures such as the nursing station.

JpcLrrofni °ffuther \re«  ,that we want t0 d0 is Just 9et 1nt° a strong utilization of local
we f it^ U Thate isâCthP k3L WenfWant t0 havf, 3S much people in this community doing the things that we see rit. That is the kind of communication we want to have. Future meetinas with the Hnusinn

thafxtn °nf °r anyikVnid °fw RAP °r EARP* SSHAG or whatever *** havf and I th7nk vie have to have 
î^at. k ’nd .°/, communication happening. Even if it is going to be your future workinqs after this 
As a committee, you want to set up future meetings. We would be very wiílino to have a meetino 
even in terms of having some input coming back from the committee in terms of just what vour

refît^ l î í ' b f outein°nat iyp°LhaVe preSenfted them t0 the territorial government. I Understand your
ovefiqht althouoh there is * ы  ‘ fr° V ° w - J he P^Ple here understand that nothing happens overnignt although there is a lot of work to be done. We have a few more months before winter
ah ? f f and We ma/  be ab e t0 90 on the Present structure as it is right now under old proqrams to be 
able to renovate some of the houses. I think in the long term the most imoortant thino that ?! 
going to be happening from this special committee hearing is that you will try to deal 9with the 
whole problem of housing for a long term effect. The peoples concerns that you hefd today are 
going to be worked on and not collecting dust somewhere as it was in the Dast You кппшУ nia

“  ,h“  ‘re tbĩt n S l M n g t e  iSen * n e ?  , a» “ureT h » t  !s
not going to be happening because we really believe in you and we know that we have good
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representation In the territorial legislative Assembly. We all know Eliza Lawrence and Sam Gargan, 
and we do have a lot of trust in each other and I think this hearing is a good Indication that we 
are not Just talking but will be working together to make things better.

With that, I would like to commend the chairman on the fine work you are all doing. Again, I think 
there is a lot of work we have been doing altogether *nd ! think it is not just one group that is 
going to be working on this. With the communities working with the special committee I think we 
can go a long ways to be able to meet the concerns of the people. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. I think Mr. Ballantyne has some closing remarks.

MR. BALLANTYNE: There are a couple of things 1 would like to say 1n щу closing remarks but first I 
would like to comment on some of the things the chief has said. I think the chief has said it very 
well and we have heard It in every community that we have visited is that the people in the 
communities want more control over the building of housing and delivery of programs in each 
community. The chief has said we have a lot of work to do, we are committed to this. It is going 
to be a very long hard battle to accomplish anything but also I think in every community 1t must be 
understood that the band councils, the hamlet councils, the people of the communities have a lot of 
work to do too. I think it would be up to the band council to organize whatever form you wanted to 
take. Whether it is a housing committee to put forward proposals of concrete things that you want 
to accomplish. I think that after tonight our work does not end it really begins and we would be 
very Interested in keeping in communication with the people here in Snowdrift. I think it is also 
very important that the chief, the band council, talk to other coimiunltles. I know in Fort Good 
Hope and Fort Simpson, the band councils have taken over a lot of the housing programs. I know in 
Fort Simpson, the band council has a proposal, a five year proposal and I know we can all learn 
from each other. I think that is very Important.

I really appreciate your remarks. You hit the nail right on the head and as far as our visit here, 
I would like to thank the chief, the band council and the people for inviting us here. Your 
hospitality has been fantastic. We have never had bannock and cookies before in another meeting 
and on very short notice, you are preparing a meal for us. We have all learned a lot here and for 
those of us who have not been here before, it has been a great learning experience.

I would also like to thank your MLA, Eliza Lawrence who is a very hard worker on your behalf and we 
all got in at the same time. There is Red, Eliza, Sam and I and Ludy is the experienced one here 
who keeps us in line. But Eliza is really educated about us, about her communities, she works 
very, very hard on your behalf, she is a very strong lady as you know. Eliza and I have had an 
occasional argument but she is doing a very good job on your behalf and you should be very proud of 
her.

So, thank you again. It has been a great meeting and I have learned a lot and I can give you my 
commitment and I am sure, our commitment, that we will try our very, very best to try to make the 
housing situation in the North a lot better. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) Thank you. I mean it when I say thank you. Yesterday morning when I 
phoned Tommy he had already made tea and bannock, now I will call him right away. The people who 
sit on the housing committee are upset. We are tired of travelling, tomorrow we were to go to Fort 
Res but an elder died there and they will be having her burial, so we will be going next Tuesday.
I know it is not a very happy time but we were supposed to go there so we will. A Member of our 
committee lost a relative in an accident. I would like to dance but we have a lot of work so I 
will have to go back. Thank you for telling us your concerns and I promise to give it m̂y best and 
try to help you. Thank you for giving us tea also.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mrs. Lawrence and Mr. Ballantyne. I am very happy with the way 
this hearing has gone so far. Yesterday when we went to Rae-Edzo we had a number of speakers from 
the audience and two of the older fellows had been to my part of the country and both of them were 
thinking that I was one of their sons. So, I started calling them Dad. I have five sisters and 
six brothers in my hometown and when I get back I am going to tell them that I found some relatives 
in the Western Arctic.

---Applause
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I would like to thank the many faces that are here tonight and especially the chief for making us 
welcome. I Introduced the motion to set up this coimlttee. I knew It was going to be hard work, a 
lot of travelling. I have a family myself too, I have five kids and I knew I was going to be away 
from them a lot. That did not stop me from travelling because 1 wanted to hear your concerns about 
houslnq.

Even our culture Is different, yours and mine, but that Is not going to stop me either. He want a 
review from the whole north, no matter where, because we are dealing with one government, the 
GNHT. Like Eliza was saying one member lost someone in the family. Last Saturday I left from home 
and after I left, гцу brother-in-law died. He was pretty young too and I was going to go home today 
but I decided to come along this way. I know 1t Is hard sometimes when someone loses someone In 
the family especially when we are travelling. I would Just like to thank you people, you can be 
here and we can be here. Thank you.

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) The people that I travel with are all men, I am the only woman. They
like to tease me but I get just as cheeky back.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): 1 have been travelling since 1975 and even before that but I have always
travelled with only men. We chose Eliza to come with us because she keeps us 1n line when we are
travelling.

MS BERNADETTE LOCKHART: (Translation) I would like to say thank you to all of you for coming over 
here and listening to all our concerns, I know you can't make any promises but I would like to say 
thank you. I know Eliza is working for us, we all say thank you to her. 1 know she Is coming 
back, maybe she will bring the white people or even some mice.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Right after this meeting we will go to see the three houses that we said we
would visit and then we will go and have something to eat after. Thank you, again.

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE OH HOUSING 

FORT PROVIDENCE. FRIDAY. AUGUST 17. 1984

CHIEF JAMES THOM: Mr. Chairman, honourable Members, I would like to welcome you to Fort Providence 
to address some of the Issues that we have relating to housing within the community. I am speaking 
on behalf of both the settlement and the band council as one of the main spokesman for our 
presentation. What we are trying to do Is address the different programs that the housing has to 
offer to the community. As you know, some of the programs that are offered, the community does not 
seem to know what program that they can take advantage of. As you can see from the charts, the 
programs that we have tried to evaluate, as both the settlement and the band, It is pretty 
complicated, because It is not all of the views of the community. It 1s the leaders that have 
taken part In some of the programs and we are trying to approach it as to the pros and cons of all 
of the different programs, and possibly follow up with some recommendations.

After the presentation, I would like to possibly call on some of the people that would like to 
express some views on housing. Maybe I can take to the drawing map and explain some of the thlnqs 
that we have been talking about with regards to our presentation.

Most of these programs have just recently been Introduced, with regards to the types of houses that 
could be built within the community. We had the first experience In the last three years, In 
having a HAP program 1n Fort Providence. One of the things that we experiences was the core design 
of the houses. I know they have been going to workshops to see 1f they could take part In the 
designs of the houses, but they are not given too many choices relating to the type of houses that 
they want.

As I understand. In Hay River where they had some of the workshops, they only had four options to 
the design of the houses that they could take part In and they have no alternate choice 
whatsoever. If they want to take part In that HAP program, they have to have one of those houses.

The program Itself, depending on the applicants, 1t Is more geared to the unemployed. With the 
Introduction of the HAP program Itself, there was very poor communication at the community level, 
which created confusion over labour and materials which was related to some of the problems of how 
to go about Implementatlng the program Itself. As it stands, the HAP program Itself, the owners 
have to do the labour part. Usually, depending on the different materials that arrive In the 
settlements, there 1s always confusion over who has got what materials under what ownership for 
those houses.

With regard to the materials coming in the settlement, I think that the timing end of 1t Is what 
created all of the confusion In the first place. All of the materials are received during the 
summer season and some of the staff on housing are on their holiday break and this creates a lot of 
confusion. In regard to the timing end of 1t, half of the time that we are proceeding with the 
project itself, we are doing It during the winter season, and the owners are trying to keep warm 
during the winter months rather than taking an active part In building the structure itself. Also, 
if you take a look at the labour hours, you are losing a lot of manpower that should be qolnq Into 
the project itself.
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?ÜÜL90?» th1,"9 a^ ut the НАР,,рГ°91ат 1s that 11 Promotes home-ownership. It sort of gives the 
community pride, Its an overall better picture for the housing conditions In the coimunlty and also 

enP4i°r,enh  L« t "Inter we had a number of people that took part with the two units
к ш ° '  thC S,tr“CtUure 0f the houses* 1t 9lves us the chance to use some of the local materials to build some of the houses.

IÎÎ1SCcíi^pr09ra,n* 1 understand that has been under the SSHA6 program, and we have taken part In 
the SSHAG program where we have had five units built out of logs, and that Is related to some of

converted t T t ta  ™ t  " « S ’ p ^ r ï ï .  the SSHAt pr09r™- 1 “"'’« ‘Stend no., th.t I t  Is

♦лW fh«pГu0âDram, are having problems with the administration end of 1t, which sort of 
t0 the HAP program with regard to the administration. There 1s no follow-up and we need 

some more moneys to do a better quality workmanship to promote home-ownership. One of the things 
wf could address Is that It Improves homes for a couple of years anyway to see If there Is 

be any follow-up. It also provides help to people who otherwise could not afford It, It
îy pr and a1s,° П  1nst11,s some home-ownership. Toward the end the people that 

are building their own homes would eventually gear up to having their own homes.

For the RAP program Itself which was just recently Introduced, I think that It was last summer, 
whereby some of the houses that are already In existance In the communities, they are trvlna to 
hS » c « e wh.1ch*ïïuld have been beneficial to some of the people who already om their d m  log 
PM.iitpri ♦î n <tÎ 1ní! tha« immunity 1evel there was very poor communication which
of tip h«!lch Í eJ n4 ? duî 1on of,th! RAP Pro9i"am. Some of the quality that has been put on some
of the hmüec T a] И thce Pe°P1e have to pay for some of the Improvements that are done on some
of the houses 1n the end. Some of the houses are built very poor, even thouqh there has been some 
Improvements, the people are stuck with mismanagement on the houses. The people are t£  oSes hit
« R g  " the end. On these other programs, maybe if 1 have missed s o m T ?  coííd ask Гаппе tS

expand on them a little bit, but Г would just like to carry on for now.

’ ■« «^«ord inary maintenance program, one of the things that we would like to 
*fcthe pr1or1ty shotí 1d chan9e from pe°P1e wh0 neglect their homes to people to try and 

^  í a< A 4 V hlmselve‘ or to long-term residents. A lot of people are trying to Improve their 
t h6y hav,e’ and tr1es t0 make some sort of diversion among the people themselves that 

IZ l  1  h ! n ï r „  trte pr,de’ -,ether 11 1s 1n a ,ow rontal Sr Shatever ! £ £  that
they are ftvVna 7n a!id t и « н  n°/ rf9lcven t0 peoPje that do not care too much for the houses that 
thtf ? h L  IpI u  / 3 <d 1 t k 1 n d .of discourages others rrom trying to keep a high standard of houses
thîísÍiuî* I h n " i 9 "f'h M°re h°*USeS Sh0u1d be al1°tted per district. Is is good for the people 
themselves who receive the money to upgrade their homes, and also the quality.

1^ а 1Ипн?ег10Г ClV ZtnSi repa1r plan, one thing that was stressed within our discussion, is that It 
t£?r 1?Й»1нГьнн««»° he1p som® of. °ur ^ d e r  people but they should have more money -  understand 
their Halted budget or the materials they could be getting. It is only up to $3000. If they want 
to upgrade the standards for elder people it should be more than $3000. In the long run it assists

thelrSeni0rinPÆ e t0 ffi9rad* the1t; houses‘ Also- most of th« e  older people tend to stay within 
and if Гп 2 h0n!es^ atherl than 9°in9 1nt0 the sen1or Citizens home. Most of them are cutting wood 

H.»! П9/ ^  the heating end of Providing for those older people, it Is better to
whateJprth Г r ,1tr.°f h°usei “ ^ е г  than spending all their income on buying a cord of wood or 
whatever. It makes 1t easier for them in the long run.

w°asr that TnTrnd T  tth [ l9 that waS. « P a s s e d  by the leadership of the settlement
to this nrnnram ^  Such to,the с о ш и п и у - There was 1 ack of information with regard
to this program. There was too many rules and restrictions for some of the people that wanted to
1пт1У п?ПкьРе0р 6 id dunot.have enou9h money. There should be a certain flexibility to overcome for 
o°m h fo nebPe£ e Wh0 Wi! t0 f0r this- This pr09raffl is 9°°d in the sense that U  ĩs JLred 

I l ajplj fSJ a î?og?ĩmW° П9, promotes havin9 their own homes and it gives them an opportunity

?ou“ s wh1cí 1s categorized under northern rental, I think we have quite a 
since 1967Un V t h  ík mníĩe nSfetthLement‘i 1 thi",k ,U  has been in existence for a number of4years, 
houses, 67' 1 th k k f th people around here have a11 exPer1enced living in those type of
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One of the things we like to stress 1s that the board of directors policy must change. It should 
be geared to Individuals who have Ideas relating to houses which will be built In the communities. 
Right now the present structure Is that just the tenants are allowed to sit on the board of 
directors, within the local housing assoc it ion. 5o what we are trying to recommend Is that the 
board of directors must gear up some of their present policies, because some of the board members 
who are sitting on the housing association do not tend to criticize the type of housing that could 
be Introduced Into the settlement. Once you have one board member who 1s sitting on the housing 
board and he Is shouting a lot, then there mny be some backlash from Housing In headquarters. That 
Is one thing we are trying to get away from.

Also It discourages home-ownership. I am not trying to criticize the tenants themselves but If a 
person Is living within a fixed rent It does not give him any Incentive to go and try to buy the 
houses which he 1s presently renting. If somebody Is paying $30 a month, well that Is 1t. Also 1t 
sort of does not give them the pride or whatever to take care of their own houses. There should be 
more of a long-term maintenance planning, because 1f you are trying to buy some of the houses 
within low rental, there should be long-term planning whereby If a tenant wants to buy those houses 
they have to have a guaranteee that It 1s a real good Investment before they buy that houses. So 
there has to be some major Improvement to encourage home-ownership for those low rental houses.

One thing, during the number of years we have been experiedng low rental houses 1s that we always 
did manage to have people live in some of those low rental houses whenever they were in need of 
them. Also we provide houses where none Is available for the people.

For the public houses that were just Introduced about three years ago, most of those houses are 
built In the back section of the community. Also you are very restricted in trying to Improve the 
house Itself. It Is public housing and there are very strict regulations and you cannot very well 
Improve the conditions of the house a tenant Is living 1n. You cannot make any major 
Improvements. Also It falls 1n with northern rental and it discourages home-ownership. Also It Is 
related to the same thing that It provides housing where none Is available and also provides to 
those that are 1n need.

For the northern purchase, as such the low rental houses, I think that the people are realizing 
that living 1n some of the low rental houses, as the rents are increasing and with the 
discouragement of some of the housing programs —  for this program Itself, 1f you want to go into 
home-ownership, some of the houses do not meet the standards of CMHC. Also, there Is no long range 
planning or any major repairs which will bring the houses up to standard before they are sold.

Dealing with that, I think that we are hassling quite a bit with the lots. If you are going to 
purchase a house, then the lot should be included with It. Otherwise you buy the house and then 
the lot belongs to someone else and then you pretty well have to move the house yourself. There 1s 
still a lot of problems relating to lots and houses. One good thing about it, 1s that ff you 
purchase your own house, it sort of gives you independence from paying rent or whatever.

There was very poor communication within the EARP program when it was first Introduced into the 
community. A lot of the people that had some of their houses repaired, thought that they were 
doing it just for the good of housing or whatever. They thought that it was just an outright grant 
and that they did not have to pay back what was supposed to be a loan. It was never explained to 
the people that had their houses repaired. Now, they are stuck with some heavy debts and are 
pressured by CMHC and the collection agency, but It was never even explained to them that it was a 
loan in the first place.

If there are going to be any improvements in that, and if they are going to repay some of the 
loans, then they should create more funding. Also some of the programs that have been carried out, 
there is no follow-up. After the program is finished, that is it and you never see them after. I 
know there Is about six or seven, and last year there was about four that experienced this, and the 
rest have all been carried out in Kaki sa where most of the programs have been carried out two 
winters ago.

What we are trying to do is give a presentation as to what is good about some of the programs that 
were Introduced into the communities and what can be improved. So, we would like to follow-up with 
some recommendations. One of the things that we would like to make is, change the policy of the 
programs, so that it does not discourage people from working. One thing that has been added to it,
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Is that If  I can stay 1n the house for a certain fixed price, then why should I bother working, and 
tn t h á i rent. w°u1d 90 “P’ 1 thínk is a clash, where people are working and trying
beneflts of tte Jĩogram. "  У® th0Se that are not work1n9 they are s t i l l  getting thé

advertTsVna X L l f r r t í Î ,  4 ass* more v1sits from the Pro9^ s  co-ordinators, morehi communication for all of our programs within the Housing Corporation. I f  It Is

introduceЬU  "V o tUlust thrown6 U  Sh,0Uiu be one of the people from the corporation tontroauce it, not just thrown Into the laps of the band or settlement council It shnuld h*
,tbaí  eaCh pr0gram 1s for th1s’ a"d that 1s T S r t “ “S  «  i e  all going 

to be confused. As it Is now, even myself, I am having a lot of difficulty 1n keeping tabs on all 
of the programs that are Introduced Into the community. y P 9 1

î îd ^ ^ Ín Í i í ' lh l . í  bh 1nterprete,:s when *»* discussions are going on with the tenants. Some of the 
tMnn th .f’th .ïïn «have soï e .ma30r repa1rs - they are 1n their houses and all of a sudden the next 
hh 91 h U ĥ r ^ nSr bb°dy s repa.1r1n9 the1r house- 0ne thing that should be kept In mind ã, 

„fntbey are go1ng t0 have a repa1r Program, they should have respect for the people. If  you 
nf6* i i  ПЛ ЬОч repa1r a house, do not just barge In just for the sake of repairing the houses. Most 
nit h!u«ef S Г Programs that are done, are done In the wintertime, and some of our elder people do 
not have furnaces, whenever 1t gets cold the furnace does not kick 1n and they have to usewood.

One of the major things that was expressed during the discussion was to work more closely with

™ ntChe M i n t s  crlter1a‘ Each “ ity should havea^ représentai veon tne territorial board. I know that we have had a representative sittlnn on thp Hnucinn
håIe°aSÎ12 îô J Utl^ e hfatdh ? и У 11tt1e..co™ u.n1cat1on Involved with the territorial board. He did n!t have any close ties with the community and at the territorial level.

b lllt  in SthpUl™ 1níV eSSed thaî J l « í he!:e are going t0 be houses built or any type of housing to be 
i i :  l J ^ thl CT U"u1ty* "í would like t0 emphas1ze that there be more opportunities for our local 
contractors to do the work on those houses. In Fort Providence a large percentage of the nennlp
W ^ a r e ^ x C e ^ L h 'lt SoJfd^hí 9еаг. toward ,havin9 a s1ngle apartment and small family Units, we are expressing that it should be in the planning stage in Fort Providence within three years.

expres s e d ® i T t L ? w^ J ph* I entaJ s b<u,1t W,!th1n the co™un1ty, and one of the things that has been 
« J  fth S  d* T  ? hous1n,g- We are sort of asking or demanding that we need three HAP

applications1 that ^ г е ^ н n h°USf L  for( bhe f i) e years. I understand that we have 27
4 u 1 Г  1 ? th,e wa1ting 11st and we would like to put In those units andreevaluate the housing program In five years time.

One thing, last but not least, we need more money with regard to planninq. If  you are trvina to

™  П J I T  °WnerShl ? ’ thecre has t0 be sonle raaJ'or repairs a”  the houses, and that îs 
bcjíí L Z h l« ”°,r»e. f“nd' n3' So'  ls the overall presentation that I was asked to present to the
prograrroTihat 1 .Used! '  f °r9e‘ ал* Ш п 9 - >Wbe 1 ca"  ask jM " " 8 “  f l "  <» » ,  of the

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Please state your name before you proceed.

h P r f îü ^ c n p ï^ ; *hMy na? ! ,1s J? f ne РЛкеУ and 1 ■» the settlement secretary here. Basically I am 
here to speak on the settlement s point of view regarding the municipal services and the problems
the гоооГп »  WUh thT  • 1 $nr 1n °n 311 0f the meetin9S *" thecoLunlty, and I 2  k E !  thSo  ̂ J feels very much in з Cetch 22 situetion. If  you provide lots of low rental hnucinn 
thefrC ownP yandd we°Uwnn?HÍr them all  °/. the time> У°и 9be people no Incentive to do anything on 
c Ï Ïm lt y  У ° 566 peop1e do1ng things on their own within the

L har J i dni! l0ĸ °f prob1en,su in the past with the housing association coming along and haphazardly
a?e actualiv s i t S ' o n ® ‘ иь l0t °f the ^fes that were built approximately 10 years ago 
fhĩ act.ual y s1tt11g on two lots. When you cannot divide things up very well when people ao to buv
Í  5 пеР\ ? ^ а ^ / е г ГЬЬа\0 A l0t °f ^ ^ а г Л п Л п Г о п  ZZ ÏS 5  I f  nĩthln^
with them in a c lre fíĩ Ln n l. in аге 1mp°ssib1e to rectify now, but we would like to dealwun them in a careful manner in the future so that we know what is happening and what is going
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We would like very much for the councils to be Involved and the senior administrator from this 
community, so that these types of things will not happen again. We want, within this community, to 
promote a pride In the community and for penplp to take care of their сяп things, even it 1s just a 
low rental unit. That 1s very much what we are Interested 1n within the council.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Could you please slow down a little bit.

MS JOANNE PILKEV: The major thing that the council would like, is to have community Involvement. 
Community awareness of what Is happening and to have the Input from the community 1n what Is 
happening within the community, so that we do not have these problems again.

From a municipal point of view, this Is a settlement, that Is, an unincorporated body. This Is 
something that was created by the territorial government as a temporary thing, and they have found, 
within the Mackenzie Valley, that 1t Is not very temporary because of a lot of other problems.

There Is a lot of pressure from the territorial government to Incorporate 1n some form or another. 
My council looks at me and says, "What do you think, should we Incorporate?" I look at the 
problems with the type of housing that is Installed, just because that Is what I have to supply the 
services to. I have to deliver the water, pick up the sewage and garbage, make sure that the 
streets are maintained and the people that are within those houses are happy.

If you are putting the national building code and the health code, for houses, standard four person 
houses, It Is 400 gallons of water and 800 gallons of sewer. The housing association 1s not doing 
that because 1t 1s too much capital expense. That Is true, it 1s a major capital expense to double 
the size of the water and sewer tanks, but we are the ones that are faced with that cost In the 
long run. The years and years and years of maintaining that, continuing to provide the service, 
that Is the responsibility of the community. If the community has to do this, then there 1s a 
problem.

People who own their homes privately, they are subsidizing the housing association and DPW, cheap 
capital decisions. It Is easier and cheaper, a 200 gallon tank at two dollars a gallon for a tank 
1s far cheaper than a 400 gallon tank, I will agree with that. But, capital money is far easier to 
come up with than operating money, and I am the one that is faced with getting the operating money 
and to continue on. If you are a private home-owner, I cannot say, "Well, the housing association 
has small tanks, so you have have to have this many deliveries, etc." My billing would be 
horrendous, so everybody pays two cents a gallon for water. The people who have been Intelligent 
and have put 1n large tanks and have spend a lot of capital outlay, they are the ones that are now 
subsidizing the housing association and OPW houses that have small tanks, and that 1s the problem.

There is no thought within the design of the house. It is just, "Here is a house, see you later, 
do not call us, we will call you." This design has the water in the front the sewage In the back 
and the fuel on the other side, so the poor home-owner lives in a house that is completely 
surrounded by the road because that 1s the way that the fuel, water and sewage trucks have to get 
1n. That Is the road that I have to maintain, because I cannot have all of these trucks getting 
stuck, so that costs me more on my road maintenance money, and that is a problem.

Why should I recommend to my council, the legal hamlet when these things are done, when I talk to 
the housing association about it, all they say is that it costs too much money and they cannot 
afford it, and that money does not grow on trees. I am an accountant, and I know that money does 
not grow on trees and I now have this community believing that I am the cheapest person on earth, 
because I am always saying, "Sorry, no money, you cannot have it." But, that is life and I realize 
what 1s happening, when I try to talk to them. In the HAP houses, they put in these 250 gallon 
sewer tanks with a heat tape on it. Now, what does that do to the home-owner who has to pay for 
the electricity to heat that tank? That costs him a lot of money, and that is not right. Sure it 
is cheaper initially when we put in these HAP houses, but the poor sucker is the one that suffers 
when December rolls around and he gets the bill for a 250 gallon sewer tank. But, what happens to 
the home-owner, there has to be some planning within this to understand what is going on. I

I am not trying to dump on the housing association or the government, but I think that people have 
to think and look ahead at the future of the problems. I come from Vancouver and it never gets 40 
below there, but it is different here, and you people have lived here all of your lives, and you 
know that it gets 40 below here and these are problems. There are a lot of excellent plans, 
excellent things within these plans. They promote home-ownership, pride within the community and
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tv S c hí lPhiec°Ph1„ncÍhatc re?f11y need 14  A se" l or c1tl2en not " a"t to *>ve when he has lived 50 
hînnĩi S b0*fe’ S0 / 0Ui*ca? makf, * l1vab1e fcr another five or 10 years and let him die 
happily there, then perfect, It Is well spent money. But, at the same time It Is not rlaht to
have the rest of the community subsidize throuqh other program*. д< j c*u mcncw à*** гл4>

andki knov[.th.at» but you have to have some forward planning*’ You have to say^Okay* 
these are the problems that we have, what ones can we solve, what ronev is it nninn tn t-»ko >nH 
how t »  the money that Is .llocitM, best he used. hot jost îry i d  M k J  & k ' l f k e
short-term héros, but let us look like long-term héros, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

enroíirîine^nther^n Mĩ' £ha1rman» I.ï'0“1d ,1ke t0 suggest that we take a short break here, so as to encourage other people to express their views.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Okay. When we come back I am going to ask the committee If thev have anv
questions on that presentation and then we will get to the reco^endatlons У У

— SHORT RECESS

rm elf J?fEI p,esnentat,on w,th rf 9ard to the recommendations, I would like to correct
myself if I may. Most of our younger people do not have houslnq readily available to them inm  
people with large families of ages 3o or more that are s t i l l  living with their 
no hous ng avaliable< for them. So I would like to correct mysel?91n saying ĩhSt ĩîSgle  ̂ apîîSents
y e a r s ' W 1 t V mreoar7 tn%he0Uhnd H e 1n thf p1anfn1n9 stage now and they should be built within two 
years. With regard to the housing requirements, I would like to also say that three HAP units and
two low rental units should be built every year for the next five years That Is tfcorreït myself

Ь е ^ 1РНппеЛ̂ ,0П \ ear,1er- 1 WOuld als” like to possibly add a bit “ t « Л  to the position of my people In the community In regard to housing. 9 t0

L k"°" íhat, ear11er- before the h5ar1"9. you did a small tour within the coimmity. I think some
thatthwhaht°^<SincrfH 4Ufhte hPrSSentf b 6 b.dUt 900d 1ooks on the outside does not necessarily mean 
the. what 1s Inside the houses Is good. Some of our older people who still live 1n low rental
housing cannot manage to live under some of the rents that havebeen imposed on them Thev have

1." » T..l,» the,r re"tS Г  ,ЛР' up '» date- "°s< p“ «P?e ire t ' a " ? ™oracket. I do not see It necessary to increase the rents or the power. I think it was 
Introduced two years ago that each person would pay for their own power I know there Is a lot of 
ma ntenance involved by the Housing Corporation which they have taïen care o fsincewe f i r s t L e d  
not°nalde °th thS h°W bfnt\  Un1ys- The people should be warned of power Increase, or If they have 

S S . Pea& l X ^ d u X  tSe w ï n t i r i n ^ ^  that the ^  COmpany aut0matica,ly ^uts the power

т г а ’ й г Ж
Into t h e L m u n i t L 5™ ? ^  thf3t b ltS in the office’ and when he wants something to do he comes 
cent I Ж  tiJt J  cdhn nSHPeh S h.ouse, 4  and th(L standard of workmanship on the houses is 100 per

suffer just because 3  f ï ï s ï a î e V ‘ĩ h l ' S v Î í e î t !  *" the Н°и$е$ Sh°Uld "0t Ь* the °neS t0

Corporation ЬУ "eed t0 have closer communications with the Housing
na “n a* 1° whê e they are putting the houses. It has been over a number of years that we 

V hb°U eS that are located on the band council lots and there has been to initiative on the Dart
n L S  h o S  °, ne9»t 'iti tte 1 tl"»k the attitude thrtVas t>k« . S  t h «  I t ^ w U
te thî a r m ^  lù S  Í  , the ,band ,ot and for9et about l ' 1 do not think that should
council fits andill^ fhiv arp9ir0rp0raH i0n-- A„s, 1 said* there are 12 units sitting on the band 
sake ÔÍ ^eis.;, go V e r n S t  ;?f[cei T e d ”  J"St PiSS a hare thosp ,dts’ jdst ' ° r

tlkp5 nriåolei cann0t ĩan.u9e uevery month t0 pay some of the rents- If you want to have the people 
íf thirents г Г с т Л Н  L  Hnnff there SÏ0U^  .be SOme S0rt of a credit* a маУ t0 compensate s?me 
improve soíe of íhP hmĸp, Æ c í V ĩ £ mple-íhaE theK tenants put In a certain number of hours to 
basements ripånÍnu,uh f '  M 1 t lhe un,ts have basements and occasionally people have flooded 
w S  It has tn9hp h h 9f8 wbatever* and ,f it not taken care of, I do not think anybody

ConditionsP h ĩ i n Æ  I 16 te?anîu -° c1ean u  up themselves. The number of hours used to improve conditions should be added on to their rent. This would give people with smaller incomes
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a chance to work off some of their rents. I have a couple of people that wish to express their 
views and they would like to s 11 up at the table, Mr. Chairman, to carry out their presentations.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Piidluk): "cfoie we call tne other two speakers are there any questions from this
conmittee7 Mr. 8allantyne7

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 1 would like to ask the chief a couple of questions.
First of all I would like to compliment the band on the quality of their presentation. It Is an 
excellent presentation. It is the sort of thing we need if we are to do our jobs well. I would 
like to ask some details. Through your presentation the concept of more community control comes 
up. I wonder 1f you could be more specific? You talked about the Idea that perhaps the way the 
housing association 1s structured, It Is not structured as well as It could be. In that area, do 
you think 1t might be better if the band directly took over that responsibility and the housing 
association reported directly to the band? My second question, what other specific powers would 
you like to see 1n the coinnunity as far as delivery of housing and housing programs?

CHIEF JAMES THOM: Related to your first question, when the housing association was first
Introduced, the community was given some control through the board of directors as to who gets Into 
a certain unit, and the evaluation of the rent. I think with the introduction of different 
programs within the community, 1t is very hard, for myself or even for the board of directors on 
the local housing, to really act on those type of programs. Also, the headquarters does not have 
much communication with the housing association. Simply, In the communication end of It, we are 
more or less isolated twice a year, at the break-up and at the freeze-up, and we do not see too 
many housing officials go Into the settlements.

Relating to your second point, having the housing association be under the control of the band, I 
think before there 1s any commitment from the band, the programs that are Introduced should be 
strictly direct negotiation with the Housing Corporation. If you want to give us funds to handle a 
certain project I think the band is quite prepared to take over the administration or the program 
itself. It Is quite prepared in dealing with the issue itself, but with the introduction of the 
different programs and with the different personnel, I do not think 1t could proceed within the 
next year or so. But there has to be an understanding that 1f there Is any carry over to the band 
1t should be done through the community process, to see how the people feel about 1t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to thank the chief for his fine
presentation. I have one question. You mentioned in your presentation about policy changes and 
policy and the board of directors, were you referring to the Housing Corporation board or a local 
housing board?

CHIEF JAMES THOM: I am referring to the local housing association. Right now as it Is structured,
only the tenants are able to sit on the board of directors, and they have the voting power In their 
assemblies. What we are saying is If It could be the community at large that has a different 
perspective on housing with the improvement and the maintenance end of it. We have a lot of people 
who are interested In housing but they do not want to live in the low rental units. They want to 
take part in some of the programs because of what has been carried out. If we had some other views
that relate to housing, I think it would be better for the housing association 1n the long run.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Okay. My other question is, who sets the policy saying that only tenants are on
that board? The Housing Corporation or the local association?

CHIEF JAMES THOM: The Housing Corporation. It states that right in their manual.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any further questions from this table? Mr. Ballantyne?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Yes, another point that you brought up which I think is a very valid one Is that
it is very important from an economic development point of view to get the people Involved In the 
building and the maintenance of the housing. Contractors that have come in here before, have they 
been adequate in hiring local people, number one. Number two, do you think that within the 
community now you have the capability to actually build the houses yourself, to rehab them or to do 
that total construction package here with people in the comunity?
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*? exPand on tbe point of having an outreach worker or a labour officer. I think we have the 
potential, In fact, we could do It with the amount of unemployment. And we have a conmanv that has

See co Td0ruPs0eratandd 1? i V  i S  ?  ? “tId ha"fd1e the job m i l / T t  have s i e ^ f c T ^ o p *  f t h *  we couia use and it Is just a matter of carrying It out. We have a conmanv that has been
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Sam?

w1nteGr?imAeN: Is^thî ffif ? Г’ Cha1r.man-, J1™» you mentioned things like houses being built In 
S ,.th timeframe a problem? I know that the band Is in Enterprise now and thev could

thîngs1 start C1n" March П9 ?n ̂ îarch’thev 5 1 н н И1" м  aí°ut the. government programs is that m o s t !  the 
nf hm.dc f í J  M « ? March they dec1de wh,ch community is going to get the houses the tvDe
Í l f e i l  to № р” г£ П91к 0 6 c°nstructed- D° y°“ think the timeframe wUhin the o^rnment^ls applicable to the communities or do you think it Is all backwards? a

nüinn w ESfIH0M: W1t,h* regards t0 the framework and the timing, the process of allotment of funds
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else? Mr. Ballantyne?

rpnr«intüJl;NE: T*Jankyou» Mr- Chairman. The chief mentioned the idea that he would like to see a
beP a b l  d fn?NlthL r ? rd °.f. d1rectors °f the losing Corporation from each coimiunity. That may 
re™?,*?!1 u j ^ cult because there are about 65 communities. I wonder about the idea if earh

m ° S  Й  rlesentatlve^from earhl reg1ofna1 coun.cil or at th* tribal council level and’from that
Do^you th i nk ̂ th a tannin 1  1  fr0m each COUnci1> wou1d sit on the board °f directors,uo you mime that would be better than the way it is done now?

ÍÛÍp Ĩ Jh ï S/ Hf°M: I*f9r!e -With you that community reps would be very large at the territorial
« й е г ^ & ' с ^  УеаГ "? af:ePresentative for the Mackenzie Uard i i

1  naa any communication with the representative that was sittinq at the territorial level at
%Zatn°X, ! ”  ,that f  1,4,9 our ™  ^nstu’uenc; . / T / r ' / ’c S X  
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Okay, do you want to call your next speaker please?
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The government seems to be very stingy. They are not willing to help people. I am talking about 
гду house and I complain about the door. In the wintertime it is very cold. They said at one time 
that they wuuld pay tor the power but tor the past two years we have been paying for our own 
power. This is what I find hard, everything has to be paid and we have to eat too. All the money 
that Is earned has to go to the government. I have many children and I am thinking of the future, 
this is why I am asking for a new house. It would be good if the government would put our rents 
down a little because I am only Dene, I am not a white person. This is all I have to say to you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Sam.

MR. GARGAN: I am not sure what you said. You said the government was stingy, din't they give you
five dollars this spring?

--Laughter

MR. JOSEPH BONNETROUGE: Whoever works has to pay rent, if you make more money you have to pay more 
rent. If you have running water in your home you are lucky in a way that you are not paying as 
much rent as other people. Some people have running water and everything in their own home. 1 do 
not have running water, they said they would put it in but I have waited for five years and still 
nothing and this is why I am requesting a new house. I do not know anything about putting things 
on paper, I do not know how to read or write, I just keep things in my head.

MRS. ELISE GARGAN: (daughter reads presentation) If we are behind on our rent we write letters
and warn you. If we want something to be fixed it takes a long time to have it done. Why bother
putting in running water and sewer if they are not going to finish the job. It Is just a waste of
money and time. They could have used the money on electric stove that a lot of people are
complaining about, burners that do not work and ovens that do not work. If we want some things to 
be done or fixed, it never gets done. Why pay so much rent if half of the things don't work in the 
house.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Gargan): Thank you. Sam.

MR. GARGAN: With regard to the people who are making presentations here. I guess sometimes it is
hard to bite the hand that feeds you but in this case anybody that does make presentations have 
nothing to hear with regard to the housing association or Housing Corporation. All presentations 
are public but if they are hasseled by the association, this is something we would also like to her 
about. So people in low rental houses should not be concerned whether or not their rent is going
to go up or action is going to be taken against them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any other presentations.

MS MARGARET THOM: I am a tenant in one of the northern rental units here in Fort Providence. I am
sure you have heard this before but it is definitely a concern here in Fort Providence. On the
rent assessments. They are based on gross income and no consideration is taken to the fact that 
you do not take home gross, you take home net. A lot of time it is not that much and you are 
forced to pay rent on money that is already committed to other souces. I am sure a lot of the 
other tenants have that same concern.

Another concern that I have is with flooded basements. Everytime the local housing association
representatives have been approached about this problem they give us the same song and dance, the 
bids are out, the contractors will be coming in. Now this is two years now that I have had this 
problem in my house and up until now nothing has been done about it, it is our own responsibility 
as tenants to bail out this mucky water that is in the basement. It is not only a damn mess but it 
is also a health hazard to the people that live in the houses. I have five children and two of
them lived in the basement but now we have to put them in rooms upstairs. We have only three 
bedrooms and you cannot cram two adults and five children into a three bedroom house and besides 
that especially if you have teenage children, they need their privacy.

Another concern is our sewage tank which is not even a tank, it is just a log structure that is 
embedded in the ground that has collapsed a few years ago and nothing has been done about it.
Again, the contractors are coming in. Where are the contractors coming from? Where did the bids 
go? They must be coming from a long ways because they haven't arrived yet. Where the sewage 
tanks have collapsed there is also big gapping holes which is very dangerous because young children 
play around your house. These are the concerns I have as a tenant. We could easily boycott our
rent but we are told by the association that the rent money that you pay is used to repair your
house but as far as I know little or no repairs have ever been done.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Pederson.

^ 0"1* are.9°1n9 tO have to parden my Ignorance. I come from a part of the
Territories where we cannot have basements. It Is all rnrk and 1s frozen to hoot. What exactly 
c-u^cs w..c iloudirigr m e  ground water seeping through your walls.

MRS. MARGARET THOM: Yes, there are numerous cracks In the basement, the floor, and the walls and
we have had the health people come 1n to check the water 1n the basement and It Is a health 
hazard. Environmental health was concerned about the situation.

MR. PEDERSEN: Are there any houses in town here where the basenjents do not flood? Is It because
of poor construction of your basements?

MRS. MARGARET THOM: Yes, I believe it пцу be the poor construction and I would like to say that I 
am not the only one experiencing this problem.

1 that Mrs< Thom and 1 am not suggesting that, I was just wondering 1f on
Î Ĩ V f i n n H  frîímem l ff U  II I E??ï'1y constructed basement or lack of waterproofing on them, or If It 
is a flood from the top that fills them up or what the problem 1s.

MRS. MARGARET THOM: No, It comes in from the cracks 1n the floor of the basement.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Sam.

no'act1onNtaken?nk У°и Cha1г,nan• Mrs- Thom* did * ou saY that the health inspector was there an

f!*; Tm M: I-mu*nu the loc? L ? urses here, they were quite concerned that from my collapsed sewer
tank, there might be a possibility of sewer leaking Into my basement. I think there was a bit of

r nt0 bas.ement because the water was very dirty, very yellowish and there was a bit 
or soapy foam on the water.

MR. GARGAN: Do you think more drastic action would be taken if it wasn't you but maybe say a
government house with a government employee? . y

! ! L Ü Î R t,'!ET TH0M: r0h 1 am.sl/re then» would have been because they would not go for that kind of 
garbage I am sure, I am positive about that.

h«o!fnf?SENi: Bef.°7,.we leave Fort Providence I would like to have a look at one of these flooded
basements. I would like to familiarize myself with the problem.

MRS. MARGARET THOM: Bring your swimming trunks and you can swim in my basement.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any other presentation.

v!m,,.'?0AN+£ PILK.EY:, Thank you, Mr. Chairman. This particular problem first arose last fall and 
Jim came to me in frustration and we had several discussions about it. Some people from Hay River 
oÏÏ! Пиа1 П "°Уе,тЬеГ^ еп the 9round was frozen and went t0 The nursing station and I quote "That's 
Ï H y uth\ 9?.. d 'S fr°zen Pr°ve it's sewage." And the next thing I knew, my phone was ringing 
situIt 1 пп$ thT6 T se ab°ututhis far off the 9round going that way, very upset about the the entire 
situation. I got on the phone to Jim Atkins in Yellowknife and had a discussion with him about it

thev а П  at pointl The reason there are nine houses w1th This problem is that
uihîrotho hctVe, ba*em®nts and ’T was the way that they were constructed that was the problem and 
and were b1aced- The cat went in dug all three basements like that, one swoop,

h thrnuo9h andkSinfn%h eJ Т ГуЛ М п 2 was packed back in* the sewa9e runs out of the tanks right through, and into the cracks in the basement. It has now gone out to contract, and as
but9thfwoSrakySv;nn'teys/'arte ^ " T a l k i n g  about this for two years, the contract has now been awarded, 
H m i n n „ WOĸi start* as 1 understand, until October. Again we are going to be dealing with a
timing problem, frozen ground, and higher costs. canny wiui

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Sam.
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MR. GARGAN: This could either be addressed to Joanne or Jim, I guess. The sewage that they have
dug out Is about the same level as a basement. If contractors do those they have to go below the
basement level. I believe there 1s a code for that that Uiey nave to go below the basement level 
to avoid the drainage Into the basement. I know S1g was the one that mentioned something like that 
to me at one time that those damn cesspools are the same level as the basements, so of course you 
are going to have that problem.

A SPEAKER (Male): I believe the structure themselves, 1t Is a log structure and I believe it 1s up 
to the maximum of four feet at the most and that 1s why 1s collapsed so easy. Also 1t does not 
necessarily have to be sewage, 1t could be the frost lying around the basement and with warmer 
temperatures, 1t thaws out. In the rainy season the basement started to flood.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else.

MR. JOACHIM BONNETROUGE: Mr. Chairman, committee Members. I am the manager of Digaa Enterprises
Limited. It Is a band owned company and we are going on two years In operation. I just wanted to 
say a few things. (Translation) I would like to say something about the housing association. 
About nine or 10 young boys are being trained to build log houses, they built a house a they did 
pretty good. The friendship centre built a log house too and they did a pretty good job. The HAP 
program money 1s not all the same, It Is like they changed It. The people should be trained to
build log houses, to do things for themselves. A long time ago the people used to build their own
houses. It should be the same now.

I guess people who are doing the most shouting will get houses built 1n their community. I
understand that Simpson has six new homes. I understand that there is a lady who has lived 1n 
Simpson for less than a year who has moved into one of the houses. The people who are shouting the 
loudest are eligible for a house. What do you think when it comes to distributing the houses for 
the people? Should we continue shouting? What is is best way. If programs are different, we 
should be looking at the things that are more important when it comes to building homes for the 
Dene people and people building their own homes is important. We are the ones who should decide 
who moves into the new homes. We should have a meeting. The people who need the houses most —  
the decision should be based on that. We want to manage our own affairs.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else from the audience?

MR. ART LOOK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen. I moved to Providence nine years ago 
and built my own house about three miles out of town. I retired from the government and I did not 
have enough money to complete the house, so I went to the Housing Corporation, and they said they 
could loan me $12,000. With the money I had and the $12,000, I built a house, my son and I built 
1t. This I have been paying off on a monthly basis at $110 a month. I have two questions here. 
Number one, I found out that very shortly after I got this mortgage that other people were getting 
the same thing or more as a grant. I guess that was just the way it went, I guess I was too early 
or too late or something but on top of that I never even did get a statement from the Housing 
Corporation until this year and they sent me a statement saying I had paid them $12,000 and now I 
owed them $12,820. I can't figure this one out really. I phoned Yellowknife and they said this is 
the way it is, this is the way a mortgage works. The point is that I was very silly to go with 
them, I could have got a better deal from the bank. What is the answer to something like this?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mike.

MR. BALLANTYNE: We do not have the answer right now but what we can do is look into It and get
back to you. What we are trying to do is get communities concerns and make recommendations but for 
something specific like this we will look into it and get the information back to you or back to 
the chief. Will that be alright?

MRS. LAWRENCE: I would like to say that the incident that you face has happened in other
corrniunities as well. Mr. Thom mentioned that when the funding was approved, It was not explained 
to them that they would have to pay it back. Even widowers and pensioners are faced with $4000 or 
$5000 bill right now. So aside from our committee, the MLA's from my constituency, Sam's and Fort 
Rae are going to get together and get some more information on what is happening when that funding 
was approved.

MR. ART LOOK: Thank you, Mrs. Lawrence. I just thought I would mention it while you are here.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I think Sam is going to make a presentation. Just take a five minute smoke
break.
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Education among the Dene communities was first Introduced by the missionaries. The federal 
government took the responsibility which Introduced the federal day schools. Eventually the 
responsibility was taken over by the territorial government. The Dene and Inult have been 
subjected to a system which has see their children schooled In a foreign language and subjects 
which Ignores the very existence and worth of the people and which have often served to teach value 
systems which are at odds with the social structure of the Dene.

A child from a poverty home starts school greatly disadvantaged, he Is not familiar with the 
stories, expectations and behaviours of middle-classed, yet the school system assumes that he has 
values and experiences which prepares him or her for beginning school. Naturally the deprived 
child 1s alienated by the strange cultural mores he Is expected to abide by. The curriculum Is
dull and Irrelevant and thus the cycle 1s repeated. The child returns to his Inferior housing. 
Inadequate diet and Intellectual environment. Soon the temptation of early earnings and the desire 
to be free of a system which only forces him to repeatedly fall, encourages the child to leave 
school as soon as he comes to an age where he can drop out. The parents probably would like 
their child to get an education but with their own limited understanding and education often do not 
provide appropriate or consistent encouragement for their children to make use of even the 
Inadequate conventional opportunities presented 1n such an environment.

Attitudes toward children are usually primed with middle class standards. When a child fails to 
measure up to these standards or when they are confronted with low opinion, the cycle Is repeated, 
poverty 1s reinforced. This 1s quite self evident in our travels among the Dene communities. To 
some degree honest Ignorance and to another degree, refusal to accept the discomforting realities 
-- alcohol abuse, violence, suicide and related accidents. Social conditions paralleled with 
grim health statistics, people living 1n cold, crowded, poorly built housing, their language and 
land under assault, a sense of defeat prevails. The humiliation of dependants Is accommodated by 
confusion, alienation, violence and despair and any form of escape Is welcome.

I am sure the Government of the Northwest Territories recognizes this problem, the pathetic social 
conditions of the Dene, yet It refuses to relax Its grip on the lives and land of the Dene people. 
There Is frequently expressed fear that any concession will result in interference of resource 
development, which remains the cutting edge of government policies In the North and which 1s often 
seen as holding the key to future wealth for the country, both at the federal and territorial 
level. Little mention Is made of the fact that approximately two-thirds of the land mass shown on 
official maps has never been subjected to legitimate transaction between the government and the 
people whose homeland they were, and still are 1n.

Self Interest, no matter how misguided it 1s, is seen to take precedence over hlstorlal truth and 
present Injustice. However self determination is no amedlble to division of convenience and 
inconvenience. It Is an unconditional right which becomes meaningless when restricted and 
delimited by self-interest.

The government and the public finds Itself in a dilemma it cannot accept or will not accept change 
1n policy which 1s what the communities really need, instead it attempts to compromise with 
patchwork, full of rhetoric, but minimal effect. Advisory committees, advisory boards, 
associations, etc. are encouraged but are never given executive power, consultation is recommended 
but rarekt occurs, local committees, boards, etc. are given impossibly huge and vague mandates with 
little salary and little power.

The catch-words vary from year to year, changing from “local involvement" to "consultation" to 
"devolution". But the results remain the same. Those who have served in positions of nominal 
responsibility with no real authority will understand the frustration which Is the reward of those 
cast In this role.
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observed Is that some of the tenants have sold their houses from Indian Affairs, and some have 
unfortunately have had their houses burned. These people have been penalized and have never been 
given the opportunity to get Into another low rental or public houses. This has got to change 
because I also see that there Is a bit of patronage happening here. A resident that Just had his 
house burned within the last two years has now got a HAP house. Who makes the rules around here? 
That has got to change.

I believe someone also mentioned that the rent should be based on net Income not on gross Income. 
One of my recommendations to this committee Is that the government restructure the whole House 
Corporation or else do away with the corporation altogether. It should be restructured so that we 
do have what they call a housing committee at the local level, a regional housing board at the 
regional level and a housing commission, which would be a funding agency to fund the communities. 
The regional level would be responsible to designate so much money to each community In their own 
region, and the communities are the ones that decide the design of the houses. Also, they are the 
ones who would be able to shop around down south to find the best quality material at the least 
cost. That would give the communities more Incentive, more responsibility rather than this 
business of package deals which really do not give the Incentive to go ahead and build their own 
houses. Of course, It would also mean that more power 1s given to these people, not just token 
power.

I guess the other area of concern I have Is with regard to log building training, also plumbing, 
electrical and carpentry. The members of the bands In the communities should be trained in tne 
area of how you go about bidding for contracts? Circumstances are that when local people do put in 
bids for contracts they are usually higher than contractors that are in existence. Now that Is 
unfair practise by the corporation and I think that should change. The other thing too 1s that If 
there Is no resource 1n the communities, the bands should still be entitled to bid on contracts and 
they 1n turn hire the professionals. This way the contractors are not responsible to themselves 
but to the communities at large. If we were to find band aid remedies for the housing association 
here. It would be that they become a subcormilttee of the band. I believe there should be a 
restructuring of that whole association.

One of the problems that we are having right now Is with HAP, the home assistance program. We are 
getting a half-assed deal, that Is, we are getting half a package. You get material for building a 
house and that 1s It. The Individuals of the band are the ones that have to take the extra effort 
and time to look for salary money to build these homes. I believe It should become one package, 
the material, the design and the wages all should be one package. In the HAP program as It exists 
right now the material 1s Inadequate. You need more money to get more material and more quality 
material.

Another problem we have Is with regard to the rent scale. The rent scale right now Is based on 25 
per cent of your gross income. It also depends on the number you have In your family. It 1s on a 
point system which gives disadvantages to people that are not living In low rental houses. How can 
you go on a point system for these people and expect them to get Into a low rental house 1f they 
actually have not been in a low rental house? So the point system is to their disadvantage because 
1t Is usually Is based on how much you pay a month, and have you been paying regularly. For the 
people who have not been In low rental It Is to their disadvantage. The rent scale should be based 
on the type of housing, whether the utilities are provided or not, running water, sewers. The 
number In the family should be considered. The incomes should be considered of the head of the 
household, and again, the type of houses, whether they are northern or public houses. There are 
also no programs In existence with regard to the Housing Corporation with cottages. People that do 
live off the land are losing out on housing programs because they are not living 1n town. Again, I 
think the Intention of this government was to centralize the people and try to make the Dene lose 
Interest In traditional pursuits. I believe there should be a cottage program that considers the 
hunters and trappers that do live off the land and that do have their houses on the land and they 
should not be forced to live In a centre 1f they do not need to.

One of the unfair practices right now of the association —  mind you, It is not their fault, they 
are caught between two systems —  Is the repair program. The operation and maintenance of homes 1s 
the responsibility of the housing association not the tenants. Buildings since 1979 and 1962 have 
been going through wear and tear and yet tenants are expected to pay for whatever repairs that have 
to be done. That is an unfair practice I believe. These are some of the problems that I see with 
the association and some of the problems that the tenants have Identified. I also got one short 
letter that was written by a tenant here In Fort Providence and I would like to read it because the
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tenant Is not here, he Is out on a trip. "I would like to be here for this meeting real bad but 
unable to make 1t because we have to make this trip to Hey River today, but can you put a few words 
1n on behalf of John and me about our home. I have been over to the office on Wednesday asking for 
the windows replaced and doors to be changed. I have complained about 1t for at least two years 
and they expect us to pay $233 each month. No repairs have been done to our house since we moved 
in. The toilet sewage stinks the whole house. It. give? us headaches every day. We go through a 
lot of aspirins on account of that. Is there a paper to be signed? Can you sign for us at the 
meeting? Thank you very much." This was signed by Denise and John?. So they have been 
complaining about their home for the last two years and unfortunately nothing has been done.

Another thing too Is with regard to power cut offs. This has been happening quite frequently. 
Irregardless of whether the seasonal circumstances have never been considered by the power people 
and so whether It Is In the middle of winter or the middle of summer If they feel you are not 
making an effort to pay your rent, then the power If cut off. But In talking with the utilities 
man here, I believe he mentioned that people are given up to two months to pay for their power, and 
then after two months, an effort 1s made to collect. In three months If they have not made any
effort to pay their bill then their power 1s cut off. So I believe there 1s a substantial amount 
of time but then again I am hearing different stories from Individuals In the communities. So that 
Is the extent of my presentation. I would like to thank the board for listening to me.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody have a question from the committee? Thank you. chief,
I wonder If you have closing remarks or comments?

CHIEF JAMES THOM: I just have one more from the housing manager from the housing association who
would like to express a few words.

MAGGIE LEVAVASSEUR: Mr. Chairman, I just have a few words to say. I do not want to take up too
much of your time. My name Is Maggie Levavasseur. I have been working for the housing association 
for one year. I have lived 1n Providence for two years and I am originally from here. I would 
just like to say that there 1s a definite need for more housing as I have experienced that myself 
when I first moved here. I had a hard time trying to find a house. One of the first items I had 
to work with when I started with the association was to submit a budget. When we did submit our 
budget the Housing Corporation did not consult us to say that they would cut back on our budget. 
We have been under budget In regard to the repairing of houses.

I heard today that there has been a lot of complaints on repairs being done to houses and there is 
a definite need for more money to repair houses. Also, any programs that have gone through 
housing, we have no say or no control through administration 1n the programs. What I am trying to 
say Is that I am sure the association can run some of the programs that the corporation handles so 
that local people can have employment. Also, the local association board has no say in which units 
can be fixed up and I think that this is one of the areas that the board is recommending. We have, 
under the extraordinary maintenance progam, submitted proposals. For instance, stoves and 
plumbing, we have never been able to get this. That 1s all I have to say. Thank you.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Maggie, when you submitted your budget for this year, did
you say that you were cut?

MAGGIE LEVAVASSEUR: I have not submitted one for this year but I was saying that last year when I
first started working, one of tpy first Items was to submit a budget and we were definitely cut 
back. I think we have been underbudgeted especially under repairs.

MR. GARGAN: One thing I wanted to mention 1s that when you do submit budgets, it is always safer
to add an extra' $50,000 or $60,000 because then you would probably get the actual budget that you 
submitted. That is just a word of advice. One thing that I wanted to mention, I realize that you 
are caught between two systems. You have listened to my presentation —  the association right now 
Is so Institutionalized 1t forgot the intention of that program in the first place. In 
Yellowknife, for example, there are about six staff that do have a budget of $1.5 million and this 
Is ridiculous, It Is damned disgusting. They have here for example -- and maybe you should put 
that in your budget too —  it 1s called special travel, and it Is to cover the cost of annual leave 
for people who go on holidays they get this special cost. It 1s $117,900. It is ridiculous the 
kind of benefits that they are reaping out of the program. This Is the reason why I have been 
criticizing the government for the way 1t has been functioning. I definitely would support the 
association in any kind of incentives that you have. Thank you.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else have a question? Thank you.

CHIEF JAMES THOM: Mr. Chairman, just one last thing to address the conclusion of the
presentation. One thing that was expressed from the members with regard to the clause of residency 
for the community, that you are supposed to be a resident of six months before you have housing.
Somebody wanted to address that problem and I was wondering If you could respond to that. It Is a
general question. I am not referring to anybody whatsoever. Maybe I could find out through the 
local housing association, but 1t was a concern so I would like to express that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Sam?

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Did you say that was a residency requirement before people
get Into low rental In the community or 1s that a territorial policy? Maybe Maggie might be able
to help.

MAGGIE LEVAVASSEUR: Maybe I can fill you In. It has just been recently Introduced by our local
board that any applicants that apply for housing have to have lived In town six months because we 
have people on the waiting list for years and years and yet there are people who come Into town
that apply that do get housing, so the members felt that that was not fair. So it has just been
Introduced recently, like I said. Thank you.

MR. GARGAN: J1m, you just wanted to find out who did that, 1s that all? Are you objecting?

CHIEF JAMES THOM: No, I am not objecting. It is just a concern that was expressed and somebody
did not want to appear before the presentation. Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank you for 
sitting In on this presentation and also the Members of the Legislative Assembly. I realize that 
we did not have too much of a turn out on behalf of the tenants who are living In low rental units,
but as you can see, 1t is a working day and I think we pretty well expressed some of the views from
the community under the leadership of the settlement and the band, so I think we pretty well 
covered, to a large extent, some of the housing problems that we have experienced 1n the 
community. So I would like to thank you for your time and mahsi.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to thank you, chief, for making a fine
presentation to us. It 1s a bad time today, it is Friday and the afternoon, and the weather is
just beautiful. But we did have a good turn out earlier and I am sure you spoke on behalf of all
of them, so mashl cho for coming.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Sam.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to thank Jim and the people that did attend
too. The thing that I wanted to mention is that by no means does the problem of housing that we 
are listening to now stops here. I am always around. If anybody has individual concerns that they 
are shy to express, they could approach me on that and I would probably be able to convey some of 
that to the committee, so I thought I would mention that. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think Sam 
wanted to make a presentation.

MR. SAM ELLIZE: My name is Sam Ellize. This letter is from my old lady. "Chairperson, special
committee on housing. Dear Sir: This letter is concerning about the house we are living In now.
We have been ignored for 11 years since our house burned down and we never got no help at all from 
housing. Our Dene band, the house we are living in now is old and will be hard to repair. The 
roof leaks and the door needs to be fixed and also is too small for us, so we hope for a new house 
soon. We would like our name for a log house. We are with the Dene band and should not be ignored 
concerning a house. Hope you answer soon. Yours truly, Sam and Margaret Ellize."

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Does anybody have any questions? Thank you very much for your
presentation. Sam?

MR. GARGAN: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I guess in all of the communities we have been
through everybody is crying out to get a house. Sometimes the association here in Fort Providence 
are the one who decides who will be getting the houses and in some other instances it Is Hay River 
that decides, especially the home assistance program is decided in Hay River. We are just going to 
have to work a lot harder to try to get more houses, especially log houses, for our residents.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. James.

CHIEF JAMES THOM: Yes, maybe I could possibly say a few words for Sam. It Is just the attitude
from the headquarters Itself. Years ago I think Sam lived 1n one of the low rental units and the 
unit Itself burned. Once you get Into low rental houses and once It 1s burned, then that Is It. I
think that 1s why they are having a problem trying to be on the waiting 11st for the houses. It Is
just the attitude that has to t>ê changed within headquarters, lhat Is all I have to say. Mashi.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Does anybody have a question? Thank you. I would like to
thank your people for Inviting us to come here. We are really pleased for your presentation and 
your recommendations. We still have to go to some of the communities. This Is not the last 
community that we are going to visit. We have been visiting 20 communities so far and on this trip 
we still have to visit Fort Simpson, Snowdrift, Fort Resolution, Rae-Edzo, Detah, Lac la Martre, 
Fort Smith and Hay River this month. We still have to do the Keewatln and Central Arctic. Your
speeches have been recorded and we are going to make a transcription and we will send you the
copy. I also want to say thank you very much for your time and your warm welcome too. Mashl cho. 
James?

CHIEF JAMES THOM: With regard to the presentation, could 1t be submitted to the coirmunlty In a
short while so that we can also have a copy for our files 1n the settlement and the band?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Okay, thank you.

— ADJOURNMENT



- 531 -

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

DETAH. AUGUST 20. 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I am going to call this meeting to order. Ladles and gentlemen, first of 
all I would like to thank everyone for coming out today. I would especially like to thank Chief 
Isadore Tsetta and the Yellowknife Band Council for Inviting the Special Committee on Housing to 
hold this public hearing in your community.

The Special Committee on Housing consists of six elected MLAs and four alternate MLAs. We were 
appointed by the Legislative Assembly in February, 1984, to investigate the concerns people in the 
communities have about housing. I would now like to introduce to you the committee Members present 
today: Mrs. Eliza Lawrence, representing Tu Nedhe; Mr. Red Pedersen, representing Kitikmeot West; 
Mr. Sam Gargan, representing Deh Cho; Mr. Michael Ballantyne, your MLA representing Yellowknife 
North, John T'Seleie representing Sahtu; Joe Arlooktoo, representing Baffin South; and myself Ludy 
Pudluk, representing High Arctic.

Mr. Arnold McCallum, who represents Slave River and who also co-chairs this Committee with me, is 
out of the NWT at this time.

So far, this coimiittee has held public hearings in 20 communities across the NWT. We have met with 
municipal councils, band councils and housing associations in order to understand the concerns 
these groups have about housing.

In addition to Detah, we will visit the communities of Fort Simpson, Snowdrift, Fort Resolution, 
Fort Providence, Rae-Edzo, Lac la Martre, Fort Smith and Hay River in August. After this tour is 
completed, we will visit an additional 15 communities in the Kitikmeot and Keewatin regions in the 
fall.

On the basis of what people tell us at the public hearings and other meetings held in the 
communities, this committee will make an interim report to the Legislative Assembly in November. A 
final report, which will include recommendations, will try to address the concerns raised in the 
communities.

An important part of this committee's mandate is to review the operations of the NWT Housing 
Corporation. This review will begin once we have heard from the people in the communities. We will 
study the present structure and operating procedures of the NWT Housing Corporation to see whether 
the programs are getting to the people in the most efficient and effective way. We will also make 
recommendations for changes in programs and policies that, we hope, will lead to some real 
Improvements in housing at the community level.

I would like to emphasize that we are elected representatives, not government employees. We do not 
work for the NWT Housing Corporation or for the Government of the NWT. We work for you, the people 
of the NWT. This committee was formed because so many of us in the Legislative Assembly were 
always dealing with housing problems in our constituencies. The problems basically seemed to be 
the same across the NWT and your Legislative Assembly decided that 1t was time to take a look at 
the NWT Housing Corporation and talk to the people in the communities to see If there could not be 
a better way of providing housing.
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Therefore, we have come here today to hear from you, the people of Oetah and Rainbow Valley. These 
community hearings are the first step 1n finding out what people think about the housing they have 
now, and to collect the Ideas people have for changes and Improvements. At this point, we cannot 
tell you what our recommendations will be. We still have to visit many more communities to listen 
to the people and the review of the NWT Housing Corporation will take some time. Me have to 
consider the housing solution across the NWT and look at where the money would come from to fund 
any changes we might suggest. We have a responsibility to make sure that our recommendations are 
realistic and positive. We are not Interested 1n making changes just for the sake of change 
Itself; Instead, we must make recommendations that would solve at least some of the major problems 
we have heard so much about over the past few months.

At this time I am going to call upon others Members of the conmlttee who wish to make opening 
remarks. Mrs. Eliza Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) Thank you. I will speak In Chip first then I will speak In English. 
Everybody that 1s here, we are all Indians here in the room so what you say will be all written 
down. This November when the Legislative Assembly meets again, we will have made a report on all 
that you have said. We have been travelling since June. Out In the High Arctic it 1s pretty hard 
to make a house because there is no timber. Those people depend on the boat once a year and If It 
does not bring 1n any supplies then It takes another year before anything comes 1n, so 1t Is really 
hard up there. So It Is up to you guys to tell us what you want so we know what the situation 1s 
1n every community. Mashl.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mrs. Lawrence. I think you have heard enough from this table 
for now. We would just like you to know that this afternoon we visited Rainbow Valley and we also 
toured around Detah. Before the meeting, we had a very enjoyable boat trip on Great Slave Lake, 
which was arranged for us by your MLA, Mike Ballantyne.

I would remind you once again that we have come here to listen to you. Since we do not work for 
the Housing Corporation or for the Government of the NWT, we cannot answer questions about their 
policies as they apply In Oetah and Rainbow Valley, but we will meet with the district office of 
the Housing Corporation 1n Hay River this week. We will also review the entire Housing Corporation 
In the months to come, so your questions will not be forgotten. They will be recorded, as will the 
responses of the Housing Corporation.

Before I close, I would just like to say a few words about how these public hearings work. We are 
set up for simultaneous translation and today our interpreters are James Rabesca and Ernie 
Camsell. They will translate remarks from English to Oogrlb and vice versa. If you wish to hear 
the translation, please get a receiver and headset. We also have two other translators from 
Baffin, Mai 1 i Curley and Mikle Langenhan, which will be translating from Inuktitut to English.

We are recording this meeting so that we will have a record of everyone's concerns. Transcripts of 
the public hearings will be produced and copies will be sent back to you. It Is necessary for 
anyone who wishes to speak to come forward to this table and speak to us through the microphone. 
In this way, the Interpreters will hear your remarks and they will also be recorded. We would also 
ask that you state your name before beginning and that you remain at the table following your 
presentation 1n case there are committee Members that would like to ask questions of you. Before 
we start the presentation I would like to tell you a little about your MLA, Mike Ballantyne. He 
has been travelling with us since we started travelling in the Baffin and the West and he is a very 
hard working man. He 1s finding out what the problems are and what the people want. I am very 
glad he has joined this committee.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. What we thought we would do is have the chief, Isadore 
T'setta make a presentation and then the band manager, Henry Beaulieu; and then the sub-chief, 
Edward Lacorne from Rainbow Valley and then Ernie Abel who 1s co-ordinating now the co-op. After 
they have all made their presentation, if it is all right I will make a presentation as your MLA. 
We will then open up the floor to the band councilors and then to the people. It Is very important 
that nobody should be shy. If anybody has any problems please tell it to our conmlttee. Thank you 
very much.



- 533 -

CHIEF ISADORE T'SETTA: (Translation) I certainly have concerns regarding the housing In Detah 
village, that there 1s a lot of problems In our community. There has been a SSHAG program 
developed but apparently they have ran out of funds during the construction of the buildings. 
There Is also some problems with the public housing that has been built by the territorial 
government under the Housing Corporation. They have: built these prefab buildings and we feel that 
they are not made for the North because 1n the winter months these houses are very cold. We have 
talked with the housing authorities 1n Yellowknife and also the Housing Corporation members but 
they have not changed any status that they got with the community level. We would like to see some 
new homes for the elderly people and the newlyweds.

I appreciate that you people have come to our settlement to look at our homes and also to hear our 
concerns regarding the housing situation. I would certainly like to see some of my community 
members speak on their behalf regarding this situation because I know that they have concerns. 
When the government first started building In our community they promised us native people that the 
rent would be only two dollars a month but now the rent is Increasing every year. I feel that the 
government doesn't seem to stick to their promises as they start building homes for the community 
people.

MR. HENRY BEAULIEU: I am band manager for the Yellowknife V Band. We feel that the housing 
situation In Detah and the Valley Is a sight for sore eyes because of such poor conditions. 
Because the houses are not built properly the first time, every four or five years there has to be 
repairs done. I have to agree with the chief when he says that better money should be used to do a 
proper job for the people in the Valley. For example, families that are In need of better housing, 
they should have running water and sewage and other proper facilities. This would alleviate social 
problems that are faced by the families because of Inadequate facilites and Inadequate rooms for 
the larger families. This has been a problem for many years and It should be adjusted by the 
people of the government. This problem has to be dealt with now, because if it Isn't we will have 
to wait another 10 years. Now 1s the time to deal with these problems and these Issues. Not only 
for the young people but for also the elderly people. Compared to what we see uptown, those people 
have everything going for them and we the native people live 1n such poor conditions. I feel that 
we should all work together and try to solve this problem because I know it will make the people a 
lot more happier. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else?

MR. EDWARD LACORNE: (Translation) I would like to welcome you people and would like to thank you 
for listening to our views. 1 think what one should do Is compare the housing 1n the Yellowknife 
uptown area to the housing 1n Rainbow Valley. The housing In Rainbow Valley is very poor, we have 
no running water and In the wintertime the houses are very cold because of such poor housing 
conditions. In the past we have have had meetings before on the housing situation and we have 
never seen any action. 1 hope that with meeting with you people from the Special Committee on 
Housing that we will take our recommendations seriously and hopefully we can see some changes in 
the future. Thank you.

MR. ERNIE ABEL: What I have been hearing from щу co-workers from Rainbow Valley and Detah is that 
the people would like to have more control over the housing programs and the policy making because 
they would like to have more employment and business opportunities in housing. What we have 
noticed since the arrival of the white people is that the natives were put into houses like what 
you see know. The non northerners that come to the North to work get better housing that what we 
do, we get left with the shacks. The native people would also like more input into the designs of 
the houses, instead of the government just throwing houses at them.

Another thing that the community has expressed concern in is in regard to the rent scale of those 
living 1n the northern rentals and public housing. When they moved in they said the minimum rent 
scale was $32 and the maximum was to be $200. In the last few months it has been going up and now 
It Is $400. They have been paying this increase in rent but they are not satisfied with the units.

What they would also like to see more of is all information regarding housing put Into their native 
language. I had expressed concerns to our ex-Mayor, now our MLA, about 11 units that were given to 
the people. I don't think that they were informed prior to the government transferring the houses 
over to them, there was no meeting or discussion with the people. So what happend was they were 
given these houses with no sewage holding tanks and no hot running water and we feel that this Is 
very bad for the health.
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!f?K1N J nuRa1?bow.VaJ leyJA rVd, De,tab wou1d !,ke t0 bu11d their own houses but the policy that exists 
mlĩf ^ J ^ ĩ us^n9 Is too difficult for any Individual to build their own houses because they have to
" /,е:1а П/ егЧи1гЛ те; 15/  ,7Te nlat1ve pe2p1® are not 9b e n  any opportunities to try and better
now Thank y o u ^  the Г fam es because of a11 th1s red tape that the NWT housing association has

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Joe Martin.

£  (Trans.lat1on) J  t0° would Hke to thank you, the special committee for coming here
n S h W  wo hïr v fl?Ü and c°nc®rns* We voted for you and now we want you to listen to our
problems that we have with regards to our poor housing conditions, not only here but all over the

2 . ° 1 ^ ь ° к е5 haV<L el®ctur1c1ty> but when the power goes off It gets very cold 1n the 
Г  • ma^ / h t. he h?uses should have are woodstoves, at least this way the houses wouldn't get 
so cold. Most of these houses were built In 1964, that is 20 years ago and they need a lot of work
c?t?Jns 'hnrûL’ fnrn<thpf eirt6 ?ther tbin9s that would be greatly appreciated would be to have an old

t Æ c m  o f t t Ï Ï !  ' S y *  ' “  " ast th l! "v  thw  саШ ke|“  “a™ •* ba«  “ • “ «

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

* (TfrhanS(!aV°ru) 1 Just want t0 say that a11 of these People that have spoken
they are telling the truth about the government rental houses and private houses. I have attended

J 0L í „ r  í 9S 8 i°Ve*r th*e *0Г?  and you hear the same th1n9* and that is that the houses are
not being built properly to start with. If a house Is not built properly to start off with, there
ãhmit bth0n°hn Г? but constant problems following. I was chief for four years and I used to talk 
f a m m « eh?uDSt h L Sltl!ni0n 8 th? t1me* but we never saw any improvements. People with large

Ü  íêkfrf r»HHhm dren fS ĩ9 00 f1oor because thRre 1s oo room anywhere else. Many 
times we asked for additions to the houses but nothing was ever done. All thev said was there was

thankfuL ^  ^  °f If y°U Pe°p1e help us w1th °ur hoũsiîg p í o U m s  we “  11 be viry

ÏÏÎIR2fa ( mV í, PUDd\U,k):* Thanky°u- There is coffee and pop in the back which has been provided by
w i n  MLA MIKe Ballantyne. Please help yourself. Thank you very much for your presentation. 1t
will be very valuable to us. Does the committee have any questions or remarks?

2n™oAnRfL00KTT00: LTrtns1atr1clnlA  1 am from the Eastern Arctic and I would like to make a short
comment. I am a Member of this conmlttee and I would like for you to feel welcome to sav anthlno 
you want and what you say will not be lost because It will be recorded. Thank you У 9

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

CHÍEI7 IsADORE SANGRIS: (Translation) We are talking about the houses not being very well built for
я int L í Î L 9°f?rnmenĸ tUrned °ver ,tbe ™ ney t0 the band we could build our own houses, it would be 

for us because we could build our houses the way we wanted them. All of the houses
oarpntç6 r „ rcr ded b?cause of ,1ack bousing. A lot of young people are still living with their 
parents, even though they are not married, they could build a house for them too. 9

thĩcî °?e h°USe here tha!l has 14 peop1e l1vin9 It because we are short of houses. Most of 
these people are overage and are working on their own. It Is not too good to have noisy kids and

thpfr hn°clef? a V Г9 П the Same house' There are two old folks here that were suppose to have 
îh S  tIu"?Srd ttey ha,S,,' t anïth,ns ab0“‘ 11 »“ • «  "  the room Z

eîder'^s^homes^at^lp’act- years °'d and I have a big family. With regard to repairing the
ns b°"^s at e. 1S some fundin9 raade available. At least $5000 per home. I have9 been
9 tb tw ereuÍSwth1Sĸtype.0f fu"di"9 ava11ab1e for repairing homes but I do not seem to get 

anythino my way. We have been here before Yellowknife was ever developed but yet Detah villaoe is 
overlooked and everything is geared to the City of Yellowknife. EverySLre we went, even tũ9Fort 
Rae, these communities have better housing than the community of Detah.

л Г 1 а1? ^ с Г ^ е19еГ5 h° " f  have been overlooked so I would lik e  to see a senior citizens home built 
in thP hnml, e RPirehSt °meS l  eSi elderS are irt'  have theffl ^Pa ired  and a furnace insta lled 
! L tf t h? h p l‘oi RJc9htb n,0Ŵ  HVerp at* my p1ace where the spec1al committee Members dropped in and they

?и“г1о;о15*1Гьо;га).к!:е i n r 1 ha,e- 1 have a ,itt,e ”»d aS «
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MR. ALEXIS LACORNE: (Translation) Thank you. My name 1s Alexis Lacorne. I have observed while
this meeting began and I have not said anvthlno, but all the rnmmunltv i.gHeps th° *lderc h*1'” 
spoken, what they talked about Is very true.' In the Northwest Territories' In'the winter time It 
1? co11 and d,°u nob, *lave runn n̂9 water and all that. We have outhouses and If you have to

out.house 1n the winter you have to wear a pair of boots because 1t Is cold. The housing 
associations In some communities are not doing their job properly, the way I look at It. In the 
past before the white people came Into our settlements, native people used to live In log bulldlnqs
fhim <WeIu covered up with mud to Insulate them so there were no draughts coming 1n through 
them In those days. It was better heated too.

I *..S n ue , u e ”4 ^  1eopl* came 1nt0 our settlements they tried to tell us to live In better homes 
so they built us fancier homes but the heat Is not there anymore. There are draughts coming Into

case? they bu11d the house UP on pilings and It Is way up off the 
^о1(1,а1г 9°es underneath them. No wonder the floor Is cold. We have a lot of 

p oblems with the housing today In our settlements. I just bought one abandoned home so I would 
certainly like to see It rebuilt. I have been asking the government If they could provide me with 
some sort of assistance or a grant so I could build one myself. I paid $300 for that home. I did 
not get a chance to Invite you people to go over to inspect It, but I would certainly like to see 

and L w o u 1m like y°u Popple to support me so I could get It rebuilt. It gets pretty
1n ^ he north- We need all kinds of boards, two-by-fours, and firewood and new windows to 

repair the housing. I am old and we are expecting a cold winter so I would like to move Into a 
decent home, so I hope you people will support me.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I think Eliza has a question.

üüSc LA.WR^ CE; u / ccordln9 ,to.this paper 1 have in front of me there are supposed to be four new 
houses built this year in 1984. Have those houses been completed or not? Completed?

S b ?J!!!!ÎS i m !GĨÍ;Í: Th?S? î°ïseï y0V re,^.!k1n9 about U  was in the Paper that they were built in1982 and 1983 and completed 1n November 1983. So there are five units where people have moved In 
already. Those are the northern rental units, public housing.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Okay, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mike?

Tha,3k уоЧ’ Mr,’ Cha1rman- My name is Michael Ballantyne. I am the MLA for
Yellowknife North. I would also like to welcome you to my constituency. It Is the first

f°i Т У 4LAs jto v’s1t Detah and Rainb°w Valley and there are many similarities between
the prob’ems In housing in these communities with the problems In all the comunlties we have

Th? ef’ the subchief, along with Ernie and Henry, Joe and Morris and some of the 
elders have detailed many of the problems we face In Oetah with regard to housing and I support 
™  t b d r presentations. The problems here are very, very serious. Members of the band 

thevC hauĩnd* P f°P 6 ofT.these two communities will give details tonight of the Individual problems 
thĩfrh« 1 f ff'i Theyt arf the peop1e that 1ive here and they have the best understanding of 
? — J.Vf5- 1 J *  conceived from the size of the crowd tonight, Rainbow Valley and

ГУ«. 1 h communities and there is a lot of interest. I am glad to see so many people
nave turned out. I hope to hear many views from the people here.

ípnr«.dnf SOme 9enueral. comments, not as a committee Member, but as an elected
n f ntat)ve f or this area. Housing is a critical problem in Oetah and Rainbow Valley. The 
asant h°uses .ar,e. seriously overcrowded, with up to 17 people living In small three bedroom

ThpShinH h^e e*rtpSt 09 houV n;  1S bad,ly in need of repair’ There are no facilities for the elders. 
„ and has made a request for an old age facility for the elders here in Detah and we are really

ж Ш п д  thst * , ш  ье p"’-su,n5 u

Iî,!r!f?nnrnf0n̂ itl0,n-Si /  the housing cause health problems, social problems and problems with the 
life' ЬI? will Ï p ' ^ ап- . .Monay ,spen^ on ^Proving housing will not only improve the quality of 
Iu p ĨuIh b? î0St af[ectlve in the lon9 run and I am sure it will lessen some of the huge costs 
involved in social assistance, corrections, alcohol and drug problems and high drop-out rates of

7 ~ ~ 4 • -'Ч, '■vvV--'/-.. .=
- ‘.■ЯЗ'Лй-г'Ь.'.Ъ. '
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students In the education system. The band council here, like community leaders everywhere In the 
north, want more control over housing programs. They want Input Into the design. They want more 
employment and business opportunities and ultimately, the band would like to deliver housing 
programs themselves 1n the community. They understand the problems and they have the ability to 
deliver the programs.

It has been mentioned here already that one of the major problems In Detah and Rainbow Valley 1s 
that they are so close to Yellowknife that they are often forgotten. Detah and Rainbow Valley are 
distinct communities with different problems than one finds In the city of Yellowknife and they
should be looked at 1n that light. Mr. Chairman, this is my first opportunity to make my own 
personal observations of the role of this committee from the viewpoint of an MLA for this region, 
and not as a committee Member. I feel that this committee is playing a key role, not only 1n the 
area of housing, but In the maturing of political evolution of the Northwest Territories. It Is 
giving credibility to the Legislative Assembly by bringing government to the people. Seldom, If 
ever, have this many MLAs had the opportunity to talk directly with the people 1n so many
communities. The response has been fantastic. Time and time again we have been told that the 
people feel Isolated from government and that they are really happy to see their elected
representatives 1n the communities listening to their concerns. It proves that we care. As the
chief has told me many times, politicians come around every four years and make promises and then 
many times they do not keep those promises. So I think it 1s an opportunity for all of us to prove 
to the chief that we make promises we intend to keep.

The Legislative Assembly makes decisions that affect the whole North and there are few 
opportunities for MLAs to visit communities outside their own constituencies. Civil servants 
travel freely and extensively through the North, but not elected Members. All the members on this 
committee have learned many things from these tours and they are learning many things by actually 
seeing your community here and in Rainbow Valley and when I mention Rainbow Valley and Detah in the 
Hnuco tho I «"bi.t jve Assembly, they will understand the problems and it will be easier for me to 

He problems here. We all have a better understanding of problems in other 
will all be better able to make decisions in the Legislative Assembly that

House, the Legislat 
get support for th 
communities and we
affect the whole North.

Another good thing about this hectic travel schedule that we are on —  altogether this committee 
will be visiting about 42 communities and it will be about 10 weeks of travel time, so it is very 
busy for us —  all of us here have gotten to know each other as MLAs, as people and as friends. I 
think that we have ’ll learned from each other. We have all developed a greater awareness of the 
different cultures and the unique problems in each region of the North. I think we are learning to 
u  ust each other, [ think that that trust that builds from this experience will be very important 
in developing policies for all the people of the north in their consensus government system, I 
have been Impressed with the dedication and commitment of the committee Members during long and 
tiring tours of communities. These Members have been away from their families for altogether ten 
weeks In the space of five months. I would also like to compliment our co-chairman, Ludy Pudluk, 
and Arnold McCallum, who is not here today, for the open and positive manner in which they have 
conducted public meetings.

We bave also been very fortunate with the staff we have. Here today, translating in Dogrib are 
James Rabesca and Ernie Camsell, and in Inuktitut, Mal 1i Curley, who has travelled with us during 
our whole tour, and Michael Langenhan. Chris Rogers who is our sound technician has been on the 
whole trip also. I would like to thank them, and our co-ordinator, Penny, for the hard work and 
the skill that they have shown in translating and making sure that all of this works.

You might have heard some criticisms in the media of the work of the committee and I would like to 
make a few comnents about them. Number one, the mandate of this committee is not to find 
scapegoats for the problems of housing in the North. We are not trying to blame anybody. If we 
are to produce posit've changes, we will need the support of the Executive Council, the board of 
directors of the Housing Corporation and the Housing Corporation itself. The problems about 
housing that have been made public during our tours are OMing from the people 1n the communities 
and not from the committee. Some people have said that we are talking about the problems. We are 
listenmg to the people in the communities. In every comnunity that we have visited people have 
ta ked about the same problems that your chief and band council and members of Detah and Rainbow 
alley will be speaking about today. We have heard the same problems in every community from every 

speaker. They have all been saying the things. So anybody who says that the present situation of 
housing is adequate is ignoring the realities. It is not true. We have Ы g problems. It Is up to



this committee to make recommendations to try to change them. We have a new Minister, Gordon Wray, 
who 1s very aware of the problems and 1s determined to find positive solutions. I am Impressed 
with the calibre of the board of directors of the Housing Corporation and their new chairman, Gary 
Jaeb -- all of you know Gary from Fort Rae. I feel It is Important that we work closely with them 
to implement solutions. The Housing Corporation has many loyal and dedicated staff and I am sure 
they will support realistic solutions to very different problems. We are not out to get anyone. 
We only want to Improve the delivery of housing and housing programs In the north.

I think 1t 1s a reality that the Housing Corporation, like all government Institutions, must adapt 
to the changing political and economic and social realities of the North. Over the years they have 
accomplished many good things in difficult situations, but they have also made mistakes, as we all 
have. We must not deny the mistakes. We must learn from them. The Corporation was set up 1n a 
different era dealing with different realities. It might be a little bit behind times. It was set 
up 1n 1974 when communities were not nearly as Independent, were not nearly as capable of handling 
their own affairs. I have been very impressed with the calibre of leadership and expertise 1n the 
communities, very Impressed with the calibre of leadership in this community, 1n Rainbow Valley. I 
feel that there has to be changes 1n the corporation to reflect the ability of communities to make 
their own decisions and to be responsible for programs In their own communities. We still have to 
visit many communities and the drafting of our final report will be complex and difficult. There 
are no easy solutions to these problems.

We must recognize that If we are to Improve the housing situation in the north, It will take the 
political will of the Assembly, the support of all the communities In the Northwest Territories, 1t 
will take the recognition in the Assembly of the wishes of the communities and it will cost money. 
We will have to find more money in our own budget and we will have to negotiate new arrangements 
with the federal government. I think the federal government now 1s providing about 60 per cent of 
the funding for the Housing Corporation and we need more flexible programs from the federal 
government that work in the North. I know the Minister is looking at that problem. I am sure the 
committee will provide him with ammunition for his negotiations with Ottawa.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, Oetah and Rainbow Valley have many problems with housing that must be 
addressed and addressed quickly. The people here want more control of their own affairs. I feel 
that the provision of adequate housing is a fundamental right of the people of the North -- in 
fact, of people everywhere in the country, and that the provision of adequate housing has to be a 
priority of this government. 1 think the credibility of our Assembly Is on the line and we have a 
major responsibility as MLAs to demonstrate to the people of the North that our housing report will 
not end up like so many reports, sitting on a shelf gathering dust, and nothing Is done about the 
problems. Thank you very much.

-— Applause

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I wonder if there are any questions from this committee? Thank you very
much, Mike. Would anybody else like to make a presentation?

MR. ALEX McKENZIE: (Translation) My name is Alex McKenzie from Rainbow Valley. All the speakers
have spoken truth about the housing problems. Myself and some other people in Rainbow Valley have 
moved into the government built homes, especially the prefab buildings that were built back in the 
1960s and the foundations have started shifting. They have been built on the permafrost so I guess 
if the ground shifts, the whole foundation starts shifting. There are some draughts getting in 
through the cracks in the wall or through the foundation. Maybe the people in the households have 
the right to speak. I am very concerned. We, as the elderly people from Rainbow Valley, myself, 
Ben, Sarah and Isadore Sangris from Rainbow Valley, are concerned. We have big families and we 
raised our families In the condition the houses were in anyway, but we just cannot live like that 
any longer. I have been working for one of the carpenters in the city of Yellowknife. His name is 
Ivor Johnson, of Johnson Building Supplies, so I know how to build a home because I have built a 
lot of homes in Yellowknife. Maybe the ladies in the households should talk about their homes 
conditions as well.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MR. ISADORE SANGRIS: (Translation) My name is Isadore Sangris from Detah. I am a concerned
citizen. What people have said about the housing conditions are true for Detah Village and Rainbow 
Valley. I helped build some buildings in Rainbow Valley and the foundations have been built on
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There are a lot of people that do not have decent employment to pay for their rent on the old 
abandoned buildings and the run down government buildings. That 1s all I have to say right now. 
Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mi . rudluk): Thank you.

MR. GABRIEL DOCTOR: (Translation) We are all here to talk about the housing situation and that Is
very good. I sat down here just to talk about housing, I have no other stories to tell. 1 have 
lived 14 years 1n Rainbow Valley and in all that time nobody has done any repairs to It. 
Everything 1n the house freezes at night and we have asked them to fix up the house so this will 
not happen 1n the winter every year. They have promised to repair гцу house but to-date nothing has 
been done.

I know you have heard many times that In some houses there are people sleeping on the floor because 
they have no way else to go and that Is true. Because of this a lot of people get sick. We are 
telling you MLAs about our problems -- the people voted for you and 1f you do something about the 
housing for us, we will be happy. That Is all I have to say, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MR. BENNY TSETTA: (Translation) You guys are here to hear our complaints and everything we are
saying about the housing Is true and we thank you for listening to us. Since 1969 when we walked 
Into the houses, they have never been touched or repaired. That is a long time to go without 
repairs. The white people change every five or six years but people around here are different, It 
1s not that way for us.

The houses we are living in are very cold. We say that the houses are made good but they have gone 
so long without repairs they are now falling apart. They are not on foundations, the houses are 
right on the ground and so they heave and shift and sometimes the doors do not close properly. In 
the wintertime the floors go down and then 1n the summertime it comes back up again the doors will 
close properly. We have told them about our problems but nobody has come to repair them and this 
Is the way we have to live in Rainbow Valley.

In my house I have 13 people living in it and that is too many for one little house, so we have 
them sleeping on the floor and we cannot throw them out because they are our kids. So everything 
we have said here is true and you people have seen all the houses and how they are made and you 
know how it 1s. This 1s the way it is here, all the houses are same and it is up to you people to 
help us Improve the housing situation. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Does anyone else have a presentation?

MS ELISE LISKE: (Translation) I am EUs e  Liske from Rainbow Valley. I wanted to talk about my old
house. Pierre Liske, Antoine's Dad, built that house In 1935 before Yellowknife existed and we are 
still staying in the same place. Our house was built by an oldtimer so that is the reason why we 
are still staying in the same place and we like it. We have asked for an addition and to have a 
toilet put in but we still don't have it. All my kids have left me now and I am getting old so if 
you people can help me with my old house I will be happy.

Mike Ballantyne came to my house once and he knows how it is built and all that. I heard that he
has been going house to house but he hasn't seen mine. I would like him to talk to the Housing
Corporation and gel my house in better condition. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MR. ALFRED BAILLERGEON: (Translation) I am from the Village and I guess you guys have come here to 
hear our complaints. Many times we have asked the white guys to fix our houses and all that but
they have been lying to us all along and have never fixed anything for us. Some of the people are
pretty poor and when they think they are going to get their house fixed they are pretty happy and
then nothing is done. We don't see these people after their promises are made.

We are living right in Yellowknife and we should have better housing. Really we are pretty
pitiful, we Indians don't have anything but all the people who come from outside are better looked 
after than us. Nobody seems to bother with us at all. What you are talking about now, if you 
could repair our houses right away, we will be pretty happy. But we don't want to see another 10 
years with the government lying to us and maybe you guys can talk for us and ask for better
housing.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk ) : Thank you.

CHIEF ISAOORE TSETTA: (Translation) The bus driver might be In a hurry but we are the boss and we 
can talk until midnight. There are a lot of people that did not speak yet and I Imagine some of 
them have something to say. A lot of the have not t-lkeu yei except one who spoke her mind.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

Ü ^ O P H I E  POTFIGHER: (Translation) I live 1n a house that belongs to the government. When the 
power goes off I have to run around to another house to cook. I am pretty old now and cannot run

]ikA  *fhe" \  * Л , у0иП9;ь Th? hou.se 1s bu11t on a staSe and оп]У a s'ngle floor and It Is 
cold. When the wind blows the plywood comes off and my old man keeps nailing It back on. The 
floor is not a solid foundation and because we are old we cannot fix It ourselves. I would like a 
wood stove 1n my house.

There 1s a gap of about one Inch under the door and when the wind blows from the North, the snow 
nû?eSní.n Vĩ.e *hous?i My house Is like ft 1s on a stage, you can almost walk underneath It and I do 

o thatĸ . if d r!*pa1r "O' house 1 will be very happy. My daughter asked for a wood
stove for me but I still haven t got It. The stove I have in there now hasn't been on for three 
days now and 1t Is no good. That Is all I have to say. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Just a comment about the bus. The bus will stay here as long as people want to
talk, if you want to talk until 12:00 o'clock or 1:00 o'clock, we are here to listen.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MRj . HELEN McKENZIE: (Translation) I have 17 people living in my house, seven of my k 1 ds are not
marr.ed and they live with us. I moved In my house In 1968 and in the wintertime the kids are left 
alone when I move to Gordon Lake. I have been going to Gordon Lake In the winter for five years 
now. I still have a daughter going to school but I have three other daughters that are worklnq and
living in my house. If they could build a house for them it would be alright and they could pay
rent because they are working.

My husband and I are getting old but we still go in the bush every winter because there are too
many living in one house here but I worry about my kids all the time I am away from them.

Usually after a meeting there Is a dance so maybe I will have a dance with you.

MRS. CELINE TSETTA: (Translation) I am Celine Tsetta from the Valley. As a housewife I am
concerned about the conditions and what the other speakers have talked about. Everything is very 
true. Some of the elderly people have spoken about the conditions and the homes are pretty old and 
rtnnr/лпа P1u5 bbes®,homes are cold in the wintertime, we have drafts coming in from the
»nårL and Î5e " ndows and the floors are sitting on pilings and they are too high above the ground 
and the cold air go-'- underneath it and this makes the floor very cold.

We just lost one of our elderly people, Vital Abel, because he caught a cold and there are diseases 
sick âre CaUS6d because of the conditions of our homes and it is no wonder that a lot of people get

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

S ' H ! ? RL n StAf GRIS: .[Trans1ation) Our buildings sitting on pilings are too high above the ground 
and the footings on it are not very safe anymore. I should say they are rotting away and if a lot
in гРЬр Ры ?гЛ ГД V lS, b,u 11 d 1 ngs the building might collapse in the future. The floors are cold 
n the wintertime and the doors oo not shut because the buildings shifts every year because of the 
permafrost Our houses were built in the 60's and they have never been repaired and we need new
t h i n T ? L c nd th\S type °f, thin9-. We ar* the citizens that elected our MLAs and MPs and ĩ *  S S  
tmnk these people are doing their job.



- 541 -

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else who would like to make a presentation?

MRS. THERESE SANGRIS: (Translation) I am eno of the concerned housewives that has a home and the
concerns expressed by the previous speakers Is the same as щу concern. They have done basic 
repairs to our homes by putting 1n new sinks and new bathtubs 1n our homes but the water U n e  that 
they have Installed -- all the water froze 1n the wintertime In many of ojr homes. The heating 
ducts are above the celling and not underneath the floor so all the heat stays up in the celling. 
Apparently heating ducts should be Installed underneath the floor but this 1s the way they 
Installed the heating In our homes.

These houses are just too old and the foundations are mouldy and rotting and we have some water 
bugs and ants are coming 1n through the foundations. Most of the ladles that have spoken have 
expressed the concerns that most of us housewives have. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MR. JOE CRAPEAU: (Translation) I am from the Village here and I guess I should say something. I 
am 60 years old and the house I am living 1n was built by my dad. I want to keep my house so I 
have not asked for help from the government, with the little money that we have we have made 
repairs to It. I would like to have help with repairing the windows and a new roof. I have never 
had government housing. That Is all I have to say, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else?

CHIEF ISAOORE TSETTA: (Translation) The people asking for repairs or better housing want to know 
when It will be done. This fall, next summer, when? I wanted to ask you this 1n front of all my 
people here?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: It is a very good question, Chief. We have been asked the same thing 1n every 
community. There are 40 communities 1n the Northwest Territories that have the same problems that 
you have here. What the committee Is going to do —  we will be travelling the rest of this week 
and then we will be going to the Central Arctic In September for two weeks and then we are going to 
the Keewatln for two weeks 1n October and then we are going to make an Interim report to the 
Legislative Assembly in November.

We have a lot more work to do. We have already heard from probably 400 different speakers and 
before we are finished we might have heard 800 to 1000 different people. So, we have to get all 
that Information together, we also have to talk to the Housing Corporation and It will probably 
take us nine months from now to have a final report, and to solve all the housing problems In the 
North, I am sure will take some years. So, we cannot promise that every problem that you have told 
us today Is going to be fixed right away. But we can promise, as a committee, that we are all 
dedicated to solve these problems and we will try our very best and perhaps some of the problems 
can be fixed within a year, other problems may take years after that. We will try to do it as 
quickly as we can. J

As one speaker said "It has taken many, many years to cause the problems", so we have a very 
difficult task to solve them. With the information that we have got from you today and your 
support and the information we have got from all the communities, will make our job much easier. 
Does that answer your question, Chief?

CHIEF ISADORE TSETTA: (Translation) So everybody talks for themselves. I have five kids and they 
are living with me and my house 1s pretty small. So, the guy that gets his house fixed, maybe 
he 11 tell you the size that he wants and all that. We all think the same way. Some of us that do 
not nave kids cannot chop our own wood. Those that get old age pension pay for their own wood and 
if they could get some heat in the house besides that, it would be pretty good.

Some of the people here thought that their houses would be repaired this fall so the quickest way 
you can do it we will be happy. You guys will be talking for us and we will wait to hear from 
you. That. Is all I had to say.
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( Transi at Ion) I Just got elected this summer and I am staying at Rainbow 
Valley. They gave me an old government house and щу house Is pretty cold and It Is very old The

b ï ï Î L ' V ' u  they,5re Just lik* 'P«Per and we are scared to live In there nnw
,i!s u "lu f ths-r ,ccu d put an eoo in on on my house I will be happy. All them

Ï Ï E S  îïny fhn !  T  heruuare*?n  th? same* the 1nsu1at1°" too is just like sand. It gets wet 
Î11 ĩhlíy .«2d Ta1 ling down. When they said they would fix our houses I was working with them and
î n L í Î H n n  h ^ ^ i i ^ f î i  An® * Л таке 1t 1ook Pretty. But the Insides are not that way, the
house tl0n h#S * fa 1en down 1n bet«een the rafters, we have water dripping all over In the

The cost of fuel and wood Is pretty high and we have to pay for our lights so we watch for that 
0 *uS do noî. bave J°bs and sometimes welfare helps us because they think we are pitiful 

so sometimes they pay for our light bills. When we do work we pay our own bills.

! ч Й 7 е Д ,Х v1dS an,d so"í.4"!?s they have t0 s1eeP on the floor and all I have In my house Is a 
little tin stove. I would like to get a new house 1f I can. You wanted to hear our problems, that

better ThanksTloCtame here’ S° П°" У°и are gett1ng 1t now* If * ои can helP us 11 would be 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MR. BEN LePAGE: My name Is Ben LePage. I am executive director of North of 60 Youth Federation.
is a political organization designed to make sure that the politicians of the Northwest

Territories do not abuse International youth year. nurtnwest

Now, you people haven't seen me since Aklavlk as well as my little statement In Inuvik, but I have

Й П п Г 5‘Л ИА | а V ttle intUií1on 1?,Tuk 1n 1ts re9ards to the Group 10 housing. I gave you 
pl lÍ L c r0U? 10,, the architects are from Winnipeg, Manitoba, and they did a very 

nasty job In the plans. Example, when you walk 1n the main entrance, to your left you have the
l l v ? ™ ' ™ ™ 1"’ tThaJlUr Г 9*г y01i Üave the cjoak foom and then ahead you have the entry door into the 
living room. There are two windows on the main floor and that is It, no second door. And these 
* ̂ ree bedroom units, one and a half storeys. They are in Inuvik, In Tuk and they are also

11т°П Pj ?gs and the architects in Winnipeg did not think of the wind factor
here In the Northwest Territories because when the wind blows these houses do a drastic shift.

The thing that I find absolutely disgusting within the design of these builders is that It got the
r rm  C??ada M°r} ga9e and Housing, as well as the seal of approval from the

the corporation Is playing °w"th human

» ) ! d S X t  S ÿ & î f r t u l î Æ ;  the‘ s ĸ £ d  dĩSr.0n,y °ther аПегпа1,,е " at“r í, ' î  <s “  Ьгеак a

There was a little incident that happened, I think it was two years ago, where the housina
agr?ed *° pu* in an additional door, but they don’t do that all the time. And in Tuk?

h 1 a C 0 U ? f  n?#lv? Seop]e building their own houses and they use common sense and put In a
deal "^stupidity terr f ed Housin9 Corporation does not deal in common sense. In my opinion they

aY1wav^Vtehph\aLdp thn.)Ch T entS Üereïi Is ,wel\ aS the com,nents in other communities. The comients are 
?n renard* in !’h n°thing go.od* 3 bad. I am not going to make the same comment I made in Inuvik 
eîes fre ooenin^a « becausf У°и P«°Ple., since you have been Involved in this, your 
Flo t  7nH Ptn ™  J r®at deaJ\. 1 have only been here in the Territories for three years and I see
does nit m í t t ĩ ’whît’г Л  -iiy,H aS 3 hUman £eÍng* t0 pass any know1ed9e 1 have onto others. It
S h i n n  nnfn ĩ  r d’ se*> or whatever. It is щу duty as one human being to p u s
o/and thPrp°iQhneulreth And 1 pass different bits and pieces to every politician I can get a hold
nit vî./îĩnnil heĸ ame p.i,ece? of information. Because what I am trying to do is try to
g you people to think because the Northwest Territories is changing at a very fast pace And the
housing situation will hopefully be the first one. y P

r ip u ïn iiS f  1 " Ve T j "  rf gârd to khe Group 10 housing situation I hope that you investigate the
s . ' V h V U ! hu” " " ,es *n/the 9гва,к‘ tMn9 thit -

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.



- 543 -

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mr. LePage, you are lucky that I am not the chairman. I would never have allowed 
you to speak at this time, you already spoke up when we went to Inuvlk. You are right, It Is 
everybodys right to speak up and you had your chance to speak up and there are some people sitting 
here that have lived here all their lives and they want to make presentations. So I am glad that 
you made your presentation short and thank you.

1«. LePAGE: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: (Inaudible comment)

MR. LePAGE: You haven't changed, Mike.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Would anybody else like to make a presentation?

IWS. ROSE BETSINA: (Translation) I agree with all the previous speakers about the conditions of
our homes. There Is a little washroom 1n our porch and it Is tilting, the roofing Is leaking and I 
have kids that have to go to school and this is something that I am greatly concerned about. At 
least they go to school from a decent building, I would appreciate that and I would you people will 
support us in this regard.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MRS. MURIEL BETSINA: Mr. Chairman, Members of the housing committee, I thank you for coming here
and listening to me. I wrote down about 11 different points that to me is very Important points.
I have lived in Rainbow Valley since 1958, my parents lived in my house where I am staying and my 
parents did live with me until I got married 1n 1968.

My parents moved away and I became a housewife. Today I have seven children and the youngest 1s 13 
and I feel that щу children need a better place to live. I can't see myself living uptown with 
white society. I respect the elders around me, I am happy I am a Dene person. I want щу children 
to respect their grandfather's traditional way of life. This is why I want tom live among my 
people. My husband 1s employed with the hydro department for 28 years. I respect him for this but 
still I respect the people around here for which there are no jobs. Inflation is so high, 
everything costs a lot. By the time they buy a little food, a little clothing for their children, 
what Is left to fix their houses? I don't think they have five dollars to repair their windows or 
to fix a doorknob, even a doorknob costs $17 to $30.

A year ago I fixed my own house with my own money. I borrowed $10,000 from the Housing Corporation
but still that was not enough money. I had to hire a labourer who I had to pay out of my wages
plus I had to pay for a lot of things out of my own pocket. I am happy I did it but still I am not
satisfied.

I was not at home when our MLA, Mike Ballantyne, came to my house. He saw the work that I had done
on the new section, It has new insulation, everything new, but the old part nothing has been done.
I have an old carpet to hide my linoleum because my linoleum is a pitiful sight and I cannot afford
new linoleum. Today I am still paying for the debts because we have lots of debts. We have seven
children, six of them are still staying at home plus I am looking after my grandchildren. The cost
of living Is so high I just cannot afford to build my own house. Even kitchen cupboards alone Is
going to cost about $2000 to $3000. I am not a carpenter, who am I going to ask? Everybody asks 
for high labour costs for carpenters. When I built my house I did not have any money for 
foundation. In the wintertime I have permafrost which makes my house rise about three to four 
inches high. Would you believe that is how much it rises? Where I added the addition, I had a 
good, good carpenter to help me to put the new and the old addition together but still my house 
fell apart. How am I going to fix it? I

I hope you MLAs will look at my request very seriously because even though my husband and I are 
both working, I like to be treated equal as any poor Dene people that asks for things. I know the 
government looks into the wages and the first thing they are going to ask you 1s "How much are they
making". It is always wages, "You're making enough money, you can afford it". But they do not
realize how many people I feed, they do not realize how many children I look after, they don't 
realize that some of the children are going to school without lunch. I provide lunch for them. I 
never go to the parents and say "Hey, I provide lunch for your children". I don't believe in that 
because my father always told me to provide for others.
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The thing that turned n\y husband and I off from applying for a house Is that there 1s too much red 
tape. You are right, Mike. I want to build myself a good house some dâ y but I do not want to go 
through all that red tape that the Housing Corporation 1s giving us. The people around here, when 
the government built them a three bedroom house, the bedrooms are so small, eight or nine by 10 and 
each bedroom Is the same sire. The homes are over-crowded, not enough closets. They only have one 
or two closets for a family of about 17 1n the one house. These are all adults, 1t's not too bad 
1f your children are very, very young but 1t Is not like that. All grown-up adults elbow to elbow 
1n a living room, elbow to elbow sleeping all over the place.

They have very poor conditions for cupboards too, just one little shelf and then the bottom shelf. 
When they drill a hole for pipes, a lot of families have come to me and said "Phone the Housing 
Corporation, there Is mice running around In my house" because they have crawled through the pipe 
holes. Also, the chimney shifts and the people are scared. When 1t 1s 40 below, your furnace 1s up 
high and your house Is shifting. In some of the houses, the stovepipes have never been changed, 
they can't afford new stovepipes and they are scared that the Insulation might burn. I have 
listened to a lot because they always come to me to phone for them.

In the future, 1f the government ever builds a house —  there are a lot of good people that can do 
the blueprints of their own house. I can do a blueprint. Anybody can do a blueprint. They know 
what they want. If they want two by eight walls, give it to them, fill 1t with Insulation, they 
will be satisfied. Sixteen Inches of Insulation on the floor and in the attic, so no hot air will 
leak out 1n the winter. That's the kind of houses we need. Very, very thick walls and Insulated 
very good, the windows maybe triple or not only one storm window, make it a double storm window on 
each house. That Is what we need. From here to further east to the Eastern Arctic. They need 
that kind of a place too.

I have a very Interesting question to ask as head of the household because my husband doesn't talk 
very much. He Is a very silent guy. I do the talking most of the time. I feel my children who 
are coming Into adulthood —  they go to school, they go to their friend's houses and they see what 
their friends have. I don't want my children to grow up as liars and I don't want them to be 
hypocrites and say "Oh, we have this, we have running water, we have a bathtub" because I don't 
have this. I have to run my water in an aluminum tub, heat 1t up for my children and myself to 
have a bath and I have a honeybucket toilet. I would really appreciate it If my MLA and the 
housing committee take a very, very close look at the Dene people's housing. What poor housing 
conditions we have, right In tourist country. Downtown they offer everything for tourists, they 
£*У " ^ s capital of Yellowknife, capital of the Northwest Territories, come down to Block 
500 and visit Rainbow Valley where the Dene people live". Tourists are shocked.

I have dealt with the territorial government in the past and they have said "We cannot help 
Yellowknife because they are too close to urban Yellowknife, we help only the people that live out 
of the city". So, we are left without housing, we are left without everything what other small 
settlements get.

The same thing with the hot lunch program at school. In Rainbow Valley, I think there are only one 
or two people that are employed, the rest are off-season, trapping, live on welfare and by the time 
they buy groceries, they have no money left. And children drop out of school on account of that. 
They do not want to go to school without lunch.

When I was a drug and alcohol counsellor, you had to learn three basic things. To be able to give 
love to your children or to anyone, and you got to have a shelter. If you do not have a shelter, 
if you do not have food in the house, if you do not have clothing in the house, how are you going 
to give love to your neighbour or your children. These are the three very, very Important things I 
learned as a drug and alcohol counsellor. Today I really believe we have to have shelter because 
so many of our adult children —  I am not a young woman anymore, I am in my early 40s and I have 
grown-up children. My son 1s married and living in Detah here, he has a child and a wife but he 
hasn't got a roof over his head. He is living in his wife's grandmothers house. I have a daughter 
living common-law and she has three children, where is she going to move to, she does not have a 
roof over her head. How is she going to give love to her children? She 1s going to worry about 
housing, clothing and food.
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I really respect you for coming here and listening to me. Another thing I really have to say Is —  
I talk about children sure, but older people —  a lot of the old people toda^y are pensioners. We 
do not have very many elders living with us anymore, «11 their lives they suffered and I have seen 
this with my own eyes. Ever since they were young, they worked very hard, they worked for 
everybody, they gave a hand to anybody. The flu came around and many parents died and many 
children were left as orphans. Until today they are still struggling, struggling to see If their 
grandchildren are living okay. They know that their grandchildren do not have a house so what 
these old people do 1s buy a few groceries for their grandchildren out of their old age pension. 
They buy a cord of wood and In 40 below zero that only lasts one week and then they are In debt 
again. This 1s a true fact because I have seen 1t with my own eyes. I live among them and I know 
them.

The population of Rainbow Valley Is from 180 to 190 and there are only 22 houses. So you can see 
how many people are sheltered In somebody elses house when It 1s 40 below. We have longer winters 
than down south.

This 1s why I felt It was Important for me to speak out today. I wrote a few points down which are 
very Important to me and I hope the people 1n this building respect what I said because this Is 
coming out of my heart. I really believe that the children are not going to be very healthy If 
they do not have a house. By the children, I mean young adults. Even my son living here, I worry 
about him because he does not have a house and they have a baby. How many other parents here feel 
as I do as a mother? My children are growing so fast in front of me. I do not want them to run 
around for shelter or freeze to death In the winter. Those young people have their own mind, body 
and soul and they get frustrated, they get fed up and this is why so many of our young people are 
drinking today. Two or three of the young people have told me "What are we going to do? Nobody 
wants to listen to us, the government does not want to listen, the social worker does not want to 
listen, our parents try to help but what are we going to do?" I do not respect their drinking but 
that 1s their choice. What are we going to do help and this Is what we are here for?

Many years ago 1n the early 1970s when the Housing Corporation starting building houses, they said 
chat they had to survey Rainbow Valley lots with territorial government before they can put up any 
houses. Otherwise they stated they would never build another house 1n Rainbow Valley. This Is 
very Important to me and I would really like to see you MLAs of the housing committee pass a 
resolution that they would build more houses In the Valley without a survey. I do not want Block 
500 to be surveyed because they are going to survey and say "Thats how many houses that are going 
to be built". The people know where they want to build houses, we live there, we know where the 
houses are going to be built, on rocks, on good foundation. There 1s a lot of good land there. 
But this 1s what they said about Block 500 in the early 1970s, that they would not build anymore 
houses. I never looked into that but maybe you people can look Into it for us.

Another thing I wanted to ask 1s about the maintenance of Rainbow Valley and Detah. We have to 
train our Dene people as maintenance workers. Train them to take care of the houses, teach the 
other people how to pay rent, how to look after a house so we can get permanent jobs for our own 
people.

Another thing I wanted to say and I guess you have already heard that there are so many people 
living 1n one house all across the Territories and one of the major problems Is the sewer tank. 
The sewer tanks are too small for each house and I would like to see bigger sewer tanks and water 
tanks when and if they ever build anymore houses.

Where I live In Rainbow Valley it Is an eyesore to the tourists, there are 11 houses using 
honeybuckets. These people deserve to have running water and sewer tanks. I am not asking for 
anything from the government but I really feel the people are suffering. They need something to be 
proud of. Thank you so much.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you very much. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to thank Muriel for her presentation.
I am sure we all experienced the same problems you are having and this is one of the reasons why 
we supported this committee on housing. I wish I could say we will do all the things that you 
requested but those are the points that we really need to make our recommendations. You made a 
very good point in identifying to encourage to build more houses without surveying. This 1s what 
you people requested. Also education on housing which is really a good point and bigger water 
tanks and materials like that. Comments like yours is what we are looking for to make 
recommendations to the Legislative Assembly when we sit in November.
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I would just like to say thank you and I understand exactly what you are talking about. Mashl cho. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

X ; « IÍAÍLA?T,r!,E! Миг1*е1Л  that w,a,s an exce11ent Presentation and we really thank you. I think one 
thing Muriel s presentation really points out Is what happened 1n the early 70s Is the old houses 
as you go Into Rainbow Valley were actually turned over to the people. So now they are owned by 

t ! ^ Pn8°PLe- fThe fh04Se M,uHel , V ves 1n a"d that ^ o l e  row of houses have no sewage E l d i n g  
thPtf 1 °,,Waf , a?k,ind * S rea11y a hea]th Hazard. Ernie and I have looked at that and what 
they tell us s that there are no programs right now available to deal with that. We have heard 
Í Ĩ L  ? ! г Л 7 Ь em " i T „ of the communities where I think they are old Indian Affairs houses and 
nowy thev aíĩ H t0 the pe?p1e- And the PeoP 1e dfd not really understand and
tMnk when re u « UCfk 1th tbem and they are saying now that It Is not their responsibility. But I 
«rnÜLnîl!? ta n? about n,ew Programs from the federal government and from ours to be able to 
eccornncmete that. It Is a real problem and you cannot say that there 1s no program and this 1s

t h e m .^Thank^u 09 US n°W* We rea11y aPPreciated your comments and we w i n  take good note of

MRS. MURIEL BETSINA: Thank you. I would like to say something for young children. I always have

n*HiMVln9ith»l1 r n ChooJ fr1ends come 1n the1r House, the children feel embarrassed
maĩbe al?fthe faï Ш  м fíi °®n0e ehouses- I d ° not want «1У children to grow up embarrassed and
maybe all the famines here feel the same way. I hope something Is done for us In the future.

rin? * î ï ï n9 b!l!1nd Ie *)еСе a"d he has very 9°od log houses and It only costs 50 per
cent of what the lumber, the material, of what the Housing Corporation offers. He has a lumber

Суо°иП5 Г о  ?П ь Г н " ^  fhUtT e 1f 1 fhver want a house* that the kind of house I want and I hSpe
you support him because he 1s a northern Dene person. He was born and raised in Yellowknife He
c S L Î r ? » " 1*» ï . " S k •*«•! «orthwesTel .nd he „.„ted to start M s  0 «  boMness » H h  S e  Hoisfll 
Corporation. A lot of our Dene people love that log house that he built on the flats across from 
the secondhand store. Maybe he would like to say a few words.Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

b a ô î LETX Д ЕпАиК  Gent1.®mer\ t!’is 1s "V first crack at any meeting for speaking. On a one to one 
ahmlt nh Й 1в “  f‘ h3Ve heard a 1ot of comnients ab°ut the problems and I have known

S I S  5 , l 4 S i i i . t T S ? rs ind 1 “ l n k 1 fMM ‘ !0' “,10Л t0 tta h M s " *  " robtas a"d that

L Î f t l m e s *  I f l V S i r Ü '  aeed,?!<‘ “ “  ls "hit they .ant because they ha.e mentioned It so
thlnac I651, : Cau hif P the, committee In anyway to give you information on how to set these
nalnfî PA, 4  We have a ot of benefits in this package Including employment for our native 
people. These packages are so simple that they can build them themselves.

I have a bitch to make, actually with the territorial Housing Corporation. It is unfortunate that 
they do not have a representative here to confirm what I have to tell you My tepfather fs a V

S Ĩ  h dl l T c t r T \ l ht  ]U e V n 3 109 í°USe 311 his life up 1n ® barrenlendsÍ ^ H e ^ s ' 77Syears 
the’loa house that A  n ï  T  pensi°ner a"d He needs housing. At the moment he Is living in 
rnniJ0! " ?  Seb4 building because he has nowhere else to go. I attempted to see what I
could do for him with regard to housing, whether it was a shack or whatever he wanted. I went to

thev^SüÎd^roliï^h Ü9 u J  wh?  they ?3nted t0 kn0W was how much of a pension he was Setting so he
over head As of 1° ",e* ,they are tak1n9 away His pension so he can have a roof
with He isd aoi!a í°df* h 1 d?es not. have anything except for what I am helping him out 

to have to go trapping again this year just so he can have a roof over his head 
house. b3rrenlandS- The rest you can fi9ure out, he will probably die before he gets his

L n l help yTOU 1n anyway* 1 wou1d like to invite the housing committee down to the house that I 
Ballaítîne9 if \ C nn pe°P!e Wt°u1d like to have both here and 1n Rainbow Valley. Mr.
brô]éĩ?î'«.u,d« е Й *  th«. opp,>rt”,,,,, t0 spelk t0 <" «■= « d r e  about this

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.
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HR. BALLANTYNE: We can look at your house tomorrow morning at 10:30, If that Is alright. Also, I 
definitely would like to talk to you. I am going to be travelling this week but next week we can 
sit down and your Idea I think is vpry Interesting to the CG<r«uIUee because there are other 
communities that are very Interested 1n building log homes.

In Fort Good Hope and 1n Snowdrift they are building log homes and 1t has tremendous potential for 
the North because essentially you can use logs from the North, you can create employment, you can 
build very nice homes much cheaper than the Housing Corporation build them. So 1t has tremendous 
potential. I know I speak for myself as an MLA and I am sure the committee, any Information you 
can give us, It may be tomorrow or anytime within the next few months, we will really welcome it. 
I think It Is an exciting Idea and we are really Interested 1n what you have to say. We'll see you 
tomorrow morning at 10:30.

MR. ALEX BEAULIEU: Okay but I have a confession to make. Those logs do not come from the North, 
they come from Alberta and the reason why I am pushing this type of housing up here 1s to support 
our allies 1n Alberta, the native people there that own 90 per cent of the manufacturing company. 
To help them support their cause as well as our cause up here. Thank you, gentlemen, Eliza.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Mr. Beaulieu, I just want to clarify the house you are talking about. Is that the
house at the base of the hill going down to Old Town?

MR. ALEX BEAULIEU: Yes, that 1s correct.

MR. PEDERSEN: Thank you. Mr. Chairman, I would like to make just a few comments on what Mrs.
Betslna mentioned before. I think this committee realizes and I think we realized before this
committee started but I think we have had it emphasized, that housing is a much wider problem than 
merely providing a shelter for people to live in. There is a huge difference between a house and a 
home. Housing Is probably the most Important single social element within any community 
structure. It affects not only how you live, it affects education, attendance in school, it 
certainly affects health. Although many of us would like not to say it or think of it, it probably 
has contributed over the years to the high rate of suicide among young children. I have five 
children of my own, four of them have no roofs over their head. They do not live alone. I also 
have 11 grandchildren, so they obviously have spouses with them.

I think the only way we can solve this problem Is a lot of political will. It Is going to take 
additional money. Your MLA mentioned this and he certainly works very hard for it and I want to 
assure you that there is a lot of political will on this housing committee. We are 10 MLAs total 
between the alternate Members and the original Members. We do not have to convince the Housing 
Corporation. We do not have to ask them to do anything, we have to tell them what to do. With 10
MLAs on side -- there only are 24 -- we may need two others, and I assure you we have them. I am
very confident that we will get something out of this, and it will be beneficial.

There have been many ideas presented to us. One which I certainly like, and it would solve many of 
the problems which you addressed such as what type of house, who should build it, where should it 
be built, is simply to turn the full responsibility over to the communities themselves. Let them 
decide what type of houses they want. Let them decide where they should be built. If they want a
contract with Mr. Beaulieu to supply the houses, fine, let them decide who should do it too. It'
would create a lot of employment.

Just one other comment. You mentioned that Rainbow Valley and Detah, because of being close to 
Yellowknife had been neglected, lack of school, etc., and I agree with you, it has. I have spent a 
long time In the NWT but it has all been up on the Arctic coast, it has not been In your part of 
the country. Probably one of the big benefits from this housing coimilttee with this many MLAs 
travelling is that for the first time those of us from the Arctic coast I think realize the 
problems that you face down here, and Í assure you that when it comes time to vote money 1n the 
future that we will be very sympathetic to Detah and Rainbow Valley having the same facilities as 
other communities throughout the NWT. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Any further comments or questions?

MR. ALEX BEAULIEU: I would like to make another comment at this time. It is my feeling that the
people here are looking for repairs to the houses. Obviously they will never be repaired in the
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next couple of years. I can build a house for these people here within 30 days turnover per family 
which is a lot sooner than you can ever have one house repaired. So If I could leave that note 
with you, it Is really something to look Into. Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you very much. Would anybody else like to make a presentation?

MRS. ALICE BEAULIEU: My name Is Alice Beaulieu from Rainbow Valley. Since I moved Into щу place 
1t has not been repaired yet. If you could get my house repaired I would be happy In a hurry. I 
have always been asking to get my house repaired and they say yes but that Is all. They put the 
plywood on the outside but It will be pretty cold 1n the winter again. Nobody knows this. That Is 
all I have to say, I do not want to talk too much.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else?

MR. ERNIE ABEL: Hello, my name 1s Ernie Abel. I have been listening to most of these old people 
and the elders talking here this evening and especially to help Alice Beaulieu out and other people 
1n her situation. She moved Into one of those houses that are privately owned. The NWT Housing 
Corporation has this policy under the repair program where they put a couple of pieces of plywood 
on it and to them they consider that to be repaired and they will never repair the house again. If 
they repair the house once In a lifetime that Is it, and her house has never been totally
repaired. The other thing 1s that Muriel mentioned earlier about things like sewage tanks. I live 
1n one of those northern rental 1n Rainbow Valley and there are eight of them. Out of the eight 
units there are only four sewage tanks and the capacity of those sewage tanks is 250 gallons. That 
serves two houses and It gets picked up twice a week. For large families It is just not adequate. 
The people from Rainbow Valley and Detah are constantly getting into problem areas such as special 
repair programs, they are once in a lifetime. Also it is hard for them to build their own houses 
because of lack of Income.

The NWT Housing Corporation want the people 1n the northern rentals to purchase their units but the 
majority of the people that Hve in those units are people who are receiving social assistance and 
they are seasonal employees and they cannot afford to maintain those units. They cannot afford to 
pay for the rents. According to the NWT Housing Corporation they will not repair a unit unless the
rent is up-to-date. If they are a month in arrears, It means their unit will never get repaired.
Before I moved Into my unit a year ago, my unit was the only one that has ever been repaired in 
Rainbow Valley since it was built in 1969 and they spent over $20,000 renovating my unit but the 
work that they did is pathetic and it is not worth $20,000. We are still constantly having
problems with heating, shifting, draughts and constant problems. Even now we still get mice in 
those houses. With the $20,000 they could have built a new house instead of repairing those ones. 
Plus when we stayed in there all winter we were having problems with the furnace and they just 
installed a brand new furnace. Every week I would have to call the heating company to repair it 
and that continued all winter long. It is just all this red tape that we have to go throuqh to 
maintain these houses.

The other thing is, and I am mainly speaking for those people who are staying in northern rentals, 
the houses are not in very good condition and they are a fire hazard too. The majority of people 
use just one door to go in and out. They have to block the other one to keep the heat in. The 
other thing we have noticed is that since the houses have been built they hardly ever have 
inspected things like the fire extinguishers and tnings like that. Chimneys are supposed to be 
cleaned once a year and they have not been cleaned for a couple of years. The majority of those 
houses down in Rainbow Valley are really quite old, they are over 20 years old and they are getting 
gotten and getting filled with ants and bugs. I said earlier the NWT Housing Corporation spent 
$20,000 renovating my unit and just last week we had to vaccuum everything to get rid of all those 
woodworms, or whatever they are called, that were all over the utensils and in the cupboards. That 
is what the people have to live with there. I just wonder how the NWT Housing Corporation would 
like to come down and live in those units for a while to see the problems that the people are 
really having. I know the people from Rainbow Valley would like them to go live in them or in the 
houses in Detah because of the poor conditions they are in.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Ernie, is that one of your recommendations for the
executive from the Housing Corporation to come and live in one of those low rentals for a week?
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MR. ERNIE ABEL: Oh sure, yes. If they want to they can, but for two weeks,

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you very much for your présentai ion. Mr. Gargan?

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. What I wanted to mention 1s that there 1s a great need to
reconstruct the whole Housing Corporation. There Is too much red tape, like Muriel mentioned. I 
Just wanted to mention that right here 1n Yellowknife where they have a six man staff, they are 
spending In the neighbourhood of $1.5 million. Out of that $190,000 Is for what they call special 

ant* for annual leaves and medical problems and that. The most effective program
right now and the least expensive In the North Is a program something like the Alcohol and Drug 
to-ordinating Council. What they do Is fund programs at the community level and it is the least 
expensive. I cannot say how much they spend 1n one year but it 1s a hell of a lot cheaper than 
what the Housing Corporation 1s spending right now. I believe If there 1s going to be any kind of 
restructuring done 1t has to be that kind of a system. 3

The other thing 1s that there Is a need for homes for the senior people, but I believe that the 
senior citizens should not be burdened with rent. If they build these houses I believe they should 
live In 1t for nothing. They should not be charged rent. They have earned that right. They have 

very harsh env1ronment- They are entitled to live In peace for the rest of their days. 
When I first got elected one motion that did pass was a raise In subsidy or the assistance that. .... —  - ---  ... subsidy
they get in the middle of each month of $75. I was not too successful In Increasing that basically 
beceuse Canada Pension do Increase their pension depending on the cost of living factor. So maybe 
this is one area that I will be 1n full support of, that our senior people do not pay rent in these 
homes or are on assistance. I thought I would just mention those two very Important points.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. I think at this time we are going to start making closing
remarks. I am going to ask Mike Ballantyne to make his closing remarks.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Does the chief want to say something before I make my closing remarks?

CHIEF ISADORE TSETTA: (Translation) I am Chief Isadore Tsetta from Detah Village. I understand 
that everybody has talked about the conditions of their homes. I would assume that the native 
people are looking forward to having decent foundations. There are a lot of people that have 
complained about the rotting foundations, that some bugs are crawling around, that the septic tanks 
should be larger and they do freeze and all these type of things have been brought to your 
attention. All the native people that spoke right after one another have given you some kind of 
recommendations and I would certainly appreciate it if you would take our recoimiendatlons 
seriously. We have been forgotten for many years and I hope that the Legislative Assembly Members 
do not disregard our recommendations. I would certainly like to thank the translators and all the 
people that came down to this evening session. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you, Chief, and I think your comments have been well noted. I too would 
like to thank Chief Tsetta, the band council and all the people that came out here tonight. I have 
had some meetings with the band council about housing and I got around to some of the houses I 
said to the people that it Is very important for them to come out and speak and they spoke very 
well. We heard from the Chief, from the band council, from the men, from the women and from the 
elderly and I can assure you that the other MLAs that came with me to Rainbow Valley this afternoon 
and to Detah tonight have learned a lot. We will take all your comments very seriously, and It 
will ,e7tlCh e^Sieü f0r mectQT9et support in the Legislative Assembly because these MLAs have been 
here and have heard you. So I can promise you that we will try our best and thank you very much 
for coming here tonight.

---Applause

CHAIRMAN (Mr Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Ballantyne. At this time I would like to thank you again. 
We have been travelling to the communities for quite some time now and we really enjoyed talkinq to 
people to get their views about the housing. Sometimes when we are dealing with the government or 
the Housing Corporation, even in the Assembly, it is very hard. We decided to set up the committee 
to review the communities and the people themselves. That is the reason we are travelling, we need 
your help to advise us on the problems in our communities. I think our future is going to be a 
little bit better for us living in these houses in the communities. We will try to make the livlnq 
happier than right now. We allowed only one visit to each community. We are not going to come
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beck after hearing these housing problems. If you have other Ideas please write to us. There Is 
heavy work still ahead of us and I am not planning to quit before we finish. It was щу Idea to set 
up this committee. I have a family home and I worry about them. I have seen these problems for so 
many years so ĩ decided to travel to talk to you to review your problems and what you want to s^y 
to us. I would now like to thank the chief and subchief « the band manager and the councillors for 
appearing at this hearing, and a lot of other speakers.

Before you leave, those people who are living In Rainbow Valley, the bus Is still waiting outside 
and It can take you back to Rainbow Valley. Also, before you go, just leave those receivers on the 
chair and somebody will pick them up and pack them up. Thank you very much for your hospitality 
and warm welcome to your community. Hope to see you again sometime. Mahsl cho.

— Applause

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

LAC LA MARTRE, AUGUST 21. 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I am going to call this meeting to order. Ladies and gentlemen, first of 
all I would like to thank everyone for coming out today. I would especially like to thank council 
chairman, Nick Mantla, subchief Johnny Nitslza, and the Lac la Martre settlement council for 
inviting the Special Committee on Housing to hold this public hearing in your community.

The Special Committee on Housing consists of six elected MLAs and four alternate MLAs. We were 
appointed by the Legislative Assembly in February, 1984, to investigate the concerns people in the 
communities have about housing. I would now like to introduce to you the committee Members present 
today: Mr. Red Pedersen, representing Kitikmeot West; Mr. Sam Gargan, representing Deh Cho; Mr. 
Michael Ballantyne, representing Yellowknife North, John T'Seleie representing Sahtu; Joe 
Arlooktoo, representing Baffin South; and myself Ludy Pudluk, representing High Arctic.

Mr. Arnold McCallum, who represents Slave River and who also co-chairs this Committee with me, is 
out of the NWT at this time.

So far, this committee has held public hearings in 21 communities across the NWT. We have met with 
municipal councils, band councils and housing associations in order to understand the concerns 
these groups have about housing.

In addition to Lac la Martre, we will visit the communities of Fort Simpson, Snowdrift, Fort 
Resolution, Fort Providence, Rae-Edzo, Detah, Fort Smith and Hay River in August. After this tour 
is completed, we will visit an additional 15 communities in the Kitikmeot and Keewatin regions in 
the fall.

On the basis of what people tell us at the public hearings and other meetings held in the 
communities, this committee will make an interim report to the Legislative Assembly in November. A 
final report, which will Include recommendations, will try to address the concerns raised in the 
communities.

An Important part of this committee's mandate is to review the operations of the NWT Housing 
Corporation. This review will begin once we have heard from the people in the cormiunities. We will 
study the present structure and operating procedures of the NWT Housing Corporation to see whether 
the programs are getting to the people in the most efficient and effective way. We will also make 
recommendations for changes in programs and policies that, we hope, will lead to some real 
Improvements in housing at the community level. I

I would like to emphasize that we are elected representatives, not government employees. We do not 
work for the NWT Housing Corporation or for the Government of the NWT. We work for you, the people 
of the NWT. This committee was formed because so many of us in the Legislative Assembly were 
always dealing with housing problems in our constituencies. The problems basically seemed to be 
the same across the NWT and your Legislative Assembly decided that it was time to take a look at 
the NWT Housing Corporation and talk to the people in the communities to see if there could not be 
a better way of providing housing.
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Therefore, we have come here today to hear from you, the people of Lac la Martre. These conmunlty 
hearings are the first step In finding out what people think about the housing they have now and to 

nũr £ave i 0r an2 ‘" P i m e n t s .  At this point, we cannot tell you what
ĩnA *nL W ljTbu' 4Й have t0 v1sit man> more communities to listen to the people
nd the review of the NWT Housing Corporation will take ъише time. We nave to consider the housing

scinmîít a ue°Sh»îae 1 41 wh*ere Ь!*е money wou1d come from t0 fund апУ changes we might
suggest. We have a responsibility to make sure that our recomnendatlons are realistic and

lnter*stad 1n,îalc1?9 changes just for the sake of change Itself. Instead, we 

so much about oTer the pnast few m°onlhs! “  leaSt SOme °f th* maJ°r pr°b1emS that we have heard

At this time I am going to call upon other Members of this committee who may wish to make opening
remarks. Mr. Gargan. 3

Thaunk you\, MrL Cha1rman- I Just wanted to thank the people of Lac la Martre for 
Inviting us over here. You have a very lovely community.

are no ren<;?1 programs here so probably your concerns would be based on the
home-ownership programs. We would like to hear all the concerns of Individuals that require 
housing, whether you are a senior citizen, a young couple, single parent or a single parent that 
X "  "9. We are looking at all aspects of shelter. It is a basic right to everyone and 

" hear everyone s concerns. The only way that we are going to get results from
these meetings Is that the more people that we hear from the more support we will get and be able 
to come out with a good positive recommendation that would consider the individuals the
communities, the regions and the territories. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. moiviauais, tne

1МГ' P.ud^uk): _T.hank you, Mr. Gargan. I would remind you once again that we have come 
h Ü ^ nu t sten t0 y0Ui Slnce we do not work for the Housing Corporation or for the Government of 
the NWT, we cannot answer questions about their policies as they apply in Lac la Martre, but we 
will meet with the district office of the Housing Corporation in Hay River this week We will also 
review the entire Housing Corporation in the months to come, so your questions will not be 
forgotten. They will be recorded as will the responses of the Housing Corporation.

If anybody wishes to speak, you will have to come up to this table where the microphone is. Before 
you speak, if you identify yourself so It will be recorded. I will now turn the floor over to you, 
If anyone would like to make a presentation. J

SUBCHIEf7 JOHHNY NITSIZA; (Translation) I would like to welcome the Special Committee on Housing to 
our community. There may be a lot of people that wish to speak but first I would like to exDress 
MpmhP°rcCernS ab0lí  th6f housin9 problems in this community. I certainly would like to seeP you
housesSдгр in A í l V i T  f i ĩ hie elderly Pe°P1e's homes to see for yourself what conditions the houses are in that we will be talking about.

We do have community leaders in which we respect especially the elderly people that have served on 
the band council for many years. I do not really like the way the Housing Corporation structured 
reason С ь Г ic^ on,/ °Г the community level. I would certainly like us to stay independent and the 
anHS°û ’* we 1ve n the hoines that we 3,1 own- They are not owned by the Housing Corporation 
and we do not pay any rent on them and that is the way we like to live. Because under the Housina 
5 rmnn?h10nS orghan1zat’ons a c h i n g  that you have left in the community for being away for x number
sLpthĩíS\h°fU ihaV® \° ,РЛ У f,0r *íhat you have left for safekeeping. I don't want to pay rent for 
something that is just like leaving something in a warehouse.
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We get left behind in a lot of things and the other communities get first opportunity because we 
are sort of Isolated from the head office in Yellowknife. The other areas that are closer to 
Yellowknifp are the communities that get the first opportunities to get the grants from the
territorial government. We have used the MP's in the past and they have helped us out 
occasionally. Wally Firth was an MP who helped us out with building the SSHAG houses in the past 
In our community and ever since then there has never been any more grants made available to our 
community.

I would sure like for you people to come and visit our homes, especially the elderly peoples 
homes. I know that there are a lot more people who are concerned about the housing problems In our 
community and I am sure that they will be expressing their concerns to you. There has been some
housing materials that have arrived to build some local housing in the past. The materials that
arrived were overstocked to the Individual homes and I do not think that things can be very well 
controlled when you overstock. Maybe what we should try and consider 1s having the lumber and
materials controlled by the band council or settlement council combined and figure out what Is 
exactly needed. They even got separate funding for the electrical wiring Inside the homes too, 
they got fundings aside from the one package deal. So there are two separate funds made available 
to the homes that are given to the local people In the community.

Again I will say that I would really like for you to come and take a look at some of the homes In
our community. There are homes that are very overcrowded and some elderly peoples' homes are very
deteriorated and 1t seems that nobody will do anything about it. This ic why I think you should 
take a look for yourself, then you will know what we are talking about. We feel that the housing 
does not suite the community. Since you people are elected to represent the North and represent us 
we hope you can do something for us.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anbody have a question.

SUBCHIEF JOHNNY NITS IZA: (Translation) So why don't you have the press along with you? I thought
maybe somebody would take some pictures of me, nobody seems to take pictures of me while I sit at a
table.

---Laughter

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): We have got two of them here and the press over there. Is there anyone
else who would like to make a presentation?

MR. LOUIS WEDAWIN: (Translation) As a concerned citizen I would like to express my concerns
regarding the home and the conditions I have lived in. I have a family of six and it is good to 
have our own home. When I first got married and moved to this settlement I happened to live in one 
of the homes. After living 1n that one home for so many years I made an extention, so now I am 
confused as to whether the home 1s actually mine or whether half of it belongs to the community. 
The only thing I own is the addition that I added on, the other half of it, I don't know who owns

I am quite concerned about the home that I am living in, because I don't have complete control over 
It because part of it is only mine. I thought I would let the Special Committee on Housing know 
about my condition and see whether they could think of building me a home In the future in this 
community. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MR. JOE FISH: (Translation) I am quite concerned about the home and the condition of my home. I 
have been living here for so many years and I didn't get the chance for the government to build me 
a home. The house I am living In is kind of small and we are very crowded because I have a pretty 
big family. We do not want to live in the public housing because we did not want to pay rent, that 
is why we did not want to get involved with the public housing. This is where the chief mentioned 
that we do not want to join the Housing Corporation's housing association in order to collect 
rent.

We as the native people feel that we have been overlooked for so many years. As far as the 
employment is concerned there is very little employment in our community, so how can we pay for the 
rent. We build our own homes and sometimes wire them ourselves and it costs money. The buildings 
are so old that the roofs and everthing else is falling apart. We have not got very much
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S i r  as the housing goes the homes are really run down because they were built long time ago. 
en2Lfhirt°U,f Reeled representatives and MLAs of the Northwest Territories can accomplish 
something for us as to having better and decent homes built fnr <« <« ccssunily We tuulu

th.eí í i i i ? 2 u 0 °TMPr?Se!îi homes. i f -e h«ve too but we don't know where we can get 
,b:y ĸtheî mate, J aJ«V J h * Ï® s,t and wa1t for somebody to come along and help us

out. This is why I would like to see the MLAs or some other group support us on this deal so that

* ‘V *  There ,S achief «nTband council t h a r s o ^ t í ™ s
thev »!■!. л f h t0u a or ,ederal government. Actually we don't know what
they are going out there for, whether they are talking for us to gain more housinq for this

bestUtimn’tnehr-dt0n 1 kn0W' R 9ht n0^r 1 th1nk we are ta1k1n9 to the right people, and now Is thebest time to bring up our concerns. Thank you for listening to me.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

ÜÏB! S Ü  J0S Í  JiITSI/kA: Й <T,;ans1at,on) 1 Just thought of another idea, so I thought I would come 
salH9?hP« h*H9 « d1 9 the h°us1"5* we were ,n Yellowknife talking to the Housing Corporation. They 
to î,,nHythuld, som\ mney the materials but they told us there was no money for harvestlnglogs 

b ‘ rthorM OHW^ h0,neSfW WH 6 oWe were 1n Ye11owknife «е talked with the Housing Corporation 
thev^rf monld df l Д 61 <W ith kUS at 2:00 °'clock 1n the afternoon, which we did. They said that 

«.u°ney*.̂ or mater1a1s but no топеУ tor harvesting logs. 1 questioned them about them
bí Î Ш  Г  ,n ,Laî la H artre-, 1 ? k* {  them ho" much9they had\udgeted fir and they s a ™  

those Л  Г  around and told him that maybe they should knock off $5000 on
for materiaH fn rf lii hSj°°° could 9° toward at least logs and the other $25,000 could be used Tor materials, and with that you could make a decent home.

Ihf !?"J? 'w !,Setll4  if the logging, I think we could administer it better ourselves, better than

a d «  th9. . ° S 0rJ i ,r  rT ‘™ U t ' r  thí'  *> ™ ‘ l">~  «« conditl«„'of the c o -u n u "and yet they go and buy the materials, sometimes they overstock. If we look at it and do thp
Й 1?ь9 °U?.e VeS Г  Cr i d probably d0 3 better J°b than the Housing Corporation's représentâtiîe 
thevthpeupnetc V f T nhS/i /id0n 1иШ п к  that the^ know the condition of the community that good before
W  hi l í r t l i f t h í d9et n5' L n 0ld them t0 at 1east knock off 15000 Per unit and out of

r e dS  th it th Sf° '0001as,de for harvesting logs and then the remaining $25,000
IZ a  b ĩrî Л  ■ и I. U even at0 bul,d one home- 1 mi9ht co,ne back to the table from time to 

! п Г п  K We d°n 1 have.everything written in front of us in order to talk about it but however
we will go by memory. So if I think of anything else 1 will come back to the table.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody have a question? Thank you. Anybody else?

vni’i f!?rTrnmbfNTi 'A: (Yra,]s1at1on) I would like to welcome you people to our community, and thank
and fI can't SDeaknford al l of" Ĩ L  ° ,V1eWS- , 1 ^  0ne of the elderly PeoPle fr™  this coimiunity 
Actual 1» V J Í  Í  in of bhe e,derly Pe°Ple ,n the community but I could speak for myself, 
foas InH L m  ml i  h9 " thDe government support buildings because I just went and cut my own
t»nr f„d. i ï ,1U my °wn h°m! ‘ Before 1 Parted building my own home out of logs I was living in a
a loq buHdino™UAftPrantdh/trT  wevnt 1 ?ent ' nt0 the tentframe and then a bouse and then I built 
th*?9r nntdf r £  thAft that \ tried on an additi°n by buying some lumber. The only supportthat I got from the government was a litt le  addition and that was the porch. M

T errU oríí а г Г и ^ Г Л  ,arefhconcer,;ed ab°Tut bornes, so you as the MLAs of the Northwest 
u  inritlw < he 6 t0 help the Pe°P1e and 1 really do hope that you can help us. Where my home 
т«м1« 1!Й area where there is water> the 9round is not to level so there are always
puddles around that area. The location is not that good, but however I do have my home there

b ĩj lĩd ^ a^ e tte r^ h ^ T ? «,e°P’■? ЬеГе 1 9° d°Wn t0 See them and ask them if theY can he1P me to
ĩ retht  Sneí t h ï  oPtUîhp resÇ»ndedto my ideas or anything. Some community members
was -ЬС1Д *  th® first Pr ior,ty- The only support that I ever got out of the government
was for some insulation because in the wintertime it  is very cold. If  you people came down in the
understand that ™ ^  pr,obau1y find 0ut for y°urselves how cold the houses really are. We 
tou S  Pe0p e COme t0 1lsten t0 us on our views and ideas on our homes. Thank
tha/wo nft a9 u wn a,nd Jistening to our personal views on our own homes. It is not very often
are here9ĩ ceríiaMv%h°aníal n t0 th* PT ’e T f *  t0 l00k int° the housin9 problems. Now7 ь а Г у о и  are nere I certainly thank you once again and hope that you take our views seriously.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody have a question? Thank you very much. Anybody else?

MR. ALPHONSE APPLE: (Translation) I am a band councillor from Rae Lakes and regarding the housing 
In our community, 1 am concerned about the location of the houses. There Is an airstrip and the 
people that try to relocate to the site past the airstrip are wondering 1f NCPC will string the 
wiring over the airstrip t.n the new location where the new site is supposed to be. I think NCPC 
decided to bury the line where the new site Is proposed along the other side of the airstrip. He 
thought maybe that If they were going to go and put new houses In that end of the proposed site and 
supposedly 1f they put power poles over In that area that that might be kind of dangerous for the 
approaching aircraft coming Into the settlement.

Regarding the home-cwersh1p, that we own our own home, we would like to own our own home 1n the 
settlement. When the Housing Corporation provides some housing to the settlements they are giving 
us some strict rules. They even have to let us agree to make an agreement not to sell our own home
for at least five years. In selecting the site and the land you have to be entitled to the land
before they give you the necessary fundings to build your own home. We within the settlement don't 
find 1t very good because we don't want to buy our own land after living here for so many years.

MR. LOUIS WHANE: (Translation) I am from Snare Lake and I am the subchief from that area. I
thought I might say something regarding n\y community since I am here. Right above the treeline 1t 
Is very cold. We like to live 1n the log buildings but above the treeline 1t Is pretty hard to 
find a decent log to build a log building out of. So what we want from the Government at least Is
to give us some support, maybe at least some lumber to cover our log building because the logs are
not that Ы g above the treeline and staying there It gets real cold in wintertime. I would like 
the government to give us some lumber so we can at least make some flooring, windows and door 
frames. The last support that we got from the government goes back to at least 20 years ago, ever 
since then we have never had support from the government.

I would certainly like to see you come down to my settlement and see for yourselves the condition
of our housing that we live In. People would really appreciate for you to come down and people
would speak to you freely because there are a lot of elderly people there and there are some ladies 
that look after their own homes that are concerned. Being as a subchief for Snare Lake I would 
like to Invite you to my community. I hope you accept my Invitation and come down so you can see 
for yourselves the conditions of the homes that we are living In.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MR. LOUIS WELLAH: (Translation) I too am concerned about the house that I am living In now. I
have a M g  family and have a home but my home 1s pretty old and the roof leaks when 1t rains and if 
It rains all night you see puddles all over the floor in the morning. Not only that but 1t 1s cold 
1n the winter time because we do not have a decent stove. I asked the Housing Corporation In 
Yellowknife for their support but they turned me down because they thought I was from Fort Rae. 
Originally I lived In Fort Rae but moved to Lac la Marte because I married a local lady. I can't
move back to Fort Rae with my family so I have to étay here and raise my family over here. With
the condition of my home I don't know where to get a grant to upgrade my home. So I would
certainly like to see the Housing Corporation's board members or the Special Committee on Housing
look at my house and see for themselves what kind of condition my house Is In.

There Is very little employment in this community to support our deteriorating buildings that we 
are 1n, we have to look after and feed our families too and aside from that we can't look after our 
homes although it 1s deteriorating. So I hope you people can support us In that regards.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody have a question from this floor? Thank you.

MR. ALPHONSE APPLE: (Translation) I would certainly like to Invite you people down to Rae Lakes
where I come from. I don't come from this community but I would like to send an invitation out to 
you to come down because I am not the only concerned member on the band council from the 
community. The people might want to bring up ideas about the housing problem. There 1s a lot of 
community concerns around Fort Rae Itself because every time the government looks at the outlying 
communities they always look only at Fort Rae for their leaderships. As far as the chief Is 
concerned we are all under one chief so they think the only people that they should be listening to

S T
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Is the chief, whereas the main chief 1s from Fort Rae. Being as a subchief 1n the outylng 
communities they have always been overlooked, we have never been looked after properly. Being as 
Isolated as we are at least somebody should be listening to us. This Is why you people should 
maybe come down to our community and see for yourselves the homes that we are living In.

He expect the chief from Fort Rae to speak for us but It 1s pretty hard for him to speak for us
while at the same time he 1s speaking for M s  own community as well. Even for the people living at
the mouth of Marlon River there Is about, four families living there. The chief 1s not speaking for 
them and I am wondering who will speak for them If they want to build a home for themselves. Being 
as a band councillor from the out line communities I have talked to the people from the Housing 
Corporation In Yellowknife and put In some kind of an application for them to gain some necessary 
fundings to upgrade their homes or build new buildings for themselves at the community level. 1
have Invited you and I am wondering If I can get a response right away on whether or not you will
come to щу community. Thank you for listening.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): For that Invitation I cannot promise you whether we can go there because we
already have a schedule. We have to go to Fort Resolution this afternoon and tomorrow we have to
go to Fort Smith and Hay River. I am sorry we cannot make It this time. Mr. Sam Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just talking with the co-ordlnater about the trips to the
smaller communities we are also looking at going to Jean Marie River and Trout Lake and Nahannl 
Butte. These are smaller communities that have invited us to there communities. The only problem 
that we have right now is that we have a travel commitment up until October and the territorial
session starts In November. We might be able to go In November to visit these smaller communities
during that month, this Is what we are looking at.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MR. JOHNNY BISHOP: (Translation) I am one of the elderly people from this community. In my
younger days I was raised around here and my father and mother both died here. When I was a young 
man at that time I moved to Fort Rae and stayed there for 20 years. I had a house In Fort Rae that
was built In the 1950's by Indian Affairs and I have been asking the housing association and the
people from the territorial government to repair my home for me but they have not done anything up 
to date. I then decided to move back to Lac la Martre. When I first came to this community there
wasn't any home available to people just arriving back in the cormiunlty. So they loaned me a
building that was abandoned that I have repaired and have lived in up to now. Being an elderly 
person 1n the community and a pensioner as well you are always being left out because you have 
nobody to back you up. The older you get you can't help yourself, you can't go out trapping like 
you used to do In the past, so there 1s no income coming In except for the old age pension cheques 
that I get monthly. I would certainly like to see the people from the housing build me a new home 
If possible and hope you people can give me a hand on 1t.

We certainly welcome you to our community. You came here to listen to us and I express my concern
and hope you can respond to my Immediate action. We are here to listen to you too, so I hope you
can have a decent reply for us as soon as possible.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Sam Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Johnny, in my own area in Fort Providence there is one
senior citizen that didn't get $5000 for repairs to his house. I believe here 1n Lac la Martre
there 1s one person that did get a senior citizen repair program. The only thing about the repair 
program for senior citizens is that there Isn't that much money put into that program and It Is one 
senior citizen In maybe each community getting some of that money to repair their houses. What the 
district office In Hay River 1s proposing 1s that some of the money that goes for the HAP program 
like one HAP grant Is about $38,000. What they are trying to do is redistribute one HAP house so 
that at least six or seven senior citizens could get $5000 each to repair that program. The only 
other way of helping our senior people Is probably through legislation, to increase the senior 
citizens repair program because 1t is Inadequate right now. There isn't that much money for our 
senior people. So I thought I might encourage you and hope we can do something about it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. T'Selele.
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HR. T'SELEIE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, I want to go on the record right now to say 
that one of the recommendations, I want to say a little bit about what I think one of our 
recommendations should be, just for the record right now, so that the committee when It comes time 
to make recommendations can remember some of the situations that we have seen In our travels In the 
Western Arctic. I think this 1s the first community besides Colville Lake that we have seen where 
there Is no housing Corporation rental housing and I think this 1s a major Issue that has to be 
addressed 1n our recommendations. That people for years have been providing their uwn housing 
which is a good thing, but at the same time we have a Housing Corporation that says that it has a 
responsibility for housing all over and yet It Is not delivering.

I am not sure If I am clear on what I am trying to say right now but I know I have talked to a 
couple of you about the situation that we have seen 1n these communities where, for Instance In 
some communities we have seen the same population as Lac la Martre and yet the corporation 1s 
spending thousands and millions 1n that community on housing for fuel costs. In the Western Arctic 
we have seen communities basically Independent, asking to remain Independent except for more 
programs that would give them some grants to encourage themselves to own their own homes. In the 
long run that saves the government money and I wanted to go on the record today to point that out 
to the committee and just to be aware of It, that It Is a major area. Because I think that at 
least half of the people In the Mackenzie Valley communities are not living 1n corporation housing 
and we have heard probably a couple of hundred people say the same things to us and I wanted to 
point that out today so that In the future It will be remembered.

Further to that I also wanted to say that all of these programs like HAP, Senior Citizens Repair, 
EARP programs, If you remember they are not the main programs of the Housing Corpratlon they are 
just something like tack-on programs. They are not major programs and what I have been hearing 
people say Is that those are the programs they want to tap Into. But with the нау the corporation 
1s today, the amount of dollars they put Into that Is basically just a drop 1n the bucket compared 
to the amount of dollars that they are putting Into rental and public housing. So, I hear people 
saying that those are the kinds of programs that they are Interested in.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MR. HARRY ALEXIS: (Translation) I have a big family In this community too as well and I am living 
In one of the older homes. The roof Is all torn up so there is a lot of rain that drips through 
and the wall Is not all that good so In the wintertime It is cold. I am getting my pension now, 
just recently, and I am not able to go out on the land and trap because of my family. I have to 
look after them because they are still young and cannot look after themselves. Since my family 1s 
Increasing I need an addition to my present building and would like some support on getting some 
lumber for the floor, windows and doors and maybe some roofing if possible and a stove. Also maybe 
some linoleum for the floors. I would appreciate some Information on how to obtain some funding 
from any programs if there is any. Thank you, that Is all I have to bring up for now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Wah-Shee do you want to say something?

MR. WHA-SHEE: I am MLA for Rae Lac la Martre. I would like to thank the committee Members for 
coming down to Lac la Martre community which Is in my constituency. I imagine the committee 
Members have heard similar concerns from the other communities that they have travelled to so far. 
However you maybe aware by now that some of the communities are fairly unique and different from 
others. In that Lac la Martre at the present time has under their housing program is basically log 
construction or constructed housing and as It was pointed out by John T'Selele that in Lac la 
Martre we do not, have low rental units. Most of the log houses that you will see in Lac la Martre 
were built by the people 1n the communities and they took advantage of some of the government 
programs which allowed the people to harvest logs to build their own units with some assistance to 
purchase housing materials.

This particular community is having difficulty in terms of housing repairs to the existing units. 
They have problems with continuing to maintain their units In terms of replacing windows, doors and 
In some cases to acquire woodstoves. However I will go Into that later on. Under the home- 
ownership assistance program, there used to be a requirement that 1n order to be eligible for these 
various programs particularly for log construction you were required to acquire title to the lots 
before you can be eligible for home assistance program. Now this poses difficulty in some of the 
Dene communities, particularly in Lac la Martre, Rae Lakes, Snare and perhaps in other of the Dene 
communities because It is generally the feeling of the Dene people that why should they purchase 
lots within their own community when it is communal ownership, it is owned by the people In the 
communities totally. So it causes difficulty when the government makes a requirement on the part
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a requirement on the part of the Dene community that they have to purchase title  to their lots 
b®' ?rtutbty can t3*e advanta9e of the various home ownership programs. What I would suaaest 1s 
that the Government of the NWT consider an alternative to that that the band council сктпи he
as*!*whnSi T h \Ьа*и°*hS иНе t U |? t0 311 the lands w1th1n the’ community on behalf of the tribe
ôf t V Ï Ï  a d J l t Í t  hbd c?" then lease these lots to the Individual for the purposesof taking advantage of the various housing program. K F

isUbasVcanv ^hp dp«i«S nf^rhfUl*Г :0ffi? jn,ty V ;t ",ost lî,« houses are built out of logs and It 
L  £  V /  th d Ĩ  °/ the People to continue with more construction of houses made out of 

look’ atSV L H t u r «f9° "9 t0 С0ГкЧ пие w’th tbe 1o9 construction units then we are going to have to 
nrnnraJL h,j nlhp ! programs that need to be co-ordinated not only from the Housing Corporation 
t K T w u l  Û " Ги*'еГ lt°r1a1 Programs that may be Interrelated. I will give you an example that ft™ '“I t  th6 °9 houses “" « s  bere burn wood. So we have to look at the availability of 
aoĩno to' haup tothw arf pro9rams that allow the people to harvest logs to burn wood then we are 
going to have to look at some sort of a co-ordinated program, whether It comes under Economic 
a i T r i V " ?  °kher dePartments- If  you build the majority of units In Lac la Martre that Is 
going to require to burn wood then you are going to have to have a program In place which would 
support the people In the community to harvest firewood.

ÛÍLÛfJJ í!161*6 *s a need ^°r community based maintenance of these various units. Granted at the 
Ĩ me person that owns the log units, the tenant is responsible for looklno after the 

notПVnnpir9 ? ũ es? units’ whether u 41s repairs, replacement of windows, doors, etc. 9There does 
not appear to be a major program which support the people in the community to assist them to 
continue to maintain these units and home repair. As well you have heard that the DeoDle 1n the 

L W0Ul c ,,ke 1 ° Ье ■oreĸ 1nv°JVed ,n the ePmlnlstraUon of home constructionP?°P theí? Sîn 
communities. If you have a number of units allocated to Lac la Martre, for Instance, then it is
the reouirempnti'Jfnr ththat ?hou12 be Involved in the administration of these funds to co-ordinated 
would arrive In the c°USJn;i m1terA a1s and the timing when all these housing materials
fir  ̂ t h ' n th '  co” ”n,tí' “ u,d hí*e «° I»  ■ ' « P ™ " » .

The other point that I would like to make Is that we have got to have a separate Droaram for 
b?as1.n9 w°r the As y°u may be aware that some of the elderly people would like to live 1n
the log houses they want to continue to burn wood. However it is not possible for 'some of thĩ

because if “t h i l r M ?  °iiLand ]°9S and resP°nsible t0 construct their own housing units
Tfu the1r a9e" Under existing programs there Is no money allocated to harvest logs for one 

g- ; hfre J s "»ney allocated for labour which makes it difficult for ^ e l d e r l y  p e r s o n E  
ît ^ t h°niSe a n d 4  ab e/ °  ue 1r'dePendent t0 have the opportunity to do so. Youiqy have 

to look at not only wood stove for the elderly but you may have to look at oil furnaces in the lnnn
Droaram^hliV т S? th S W3ntS t0 have an old folks home* that is an entirely different
?1 vino within1 thPink you. w111 f,nd that most of the elderly people would like to still continue 

"líí’" îîae.1r own homes as long as possible. You will find that some of the elderly are also
p l r í î L Í V , inh! r reila4t1vel- But we shou1d allow a clear cut program for the elderly?Particularly in communities where you do not have low rentals. ^

M*rihrpd oaLSOi ’i!ke t0w cnd,cate the comm,ttee that particularly for our area, Rae Edzo, Lac la
Martre, Rae Lakes and Snare and possibly for Detah would be entirely up to them, but I would like
2 fho 3 ,??ss b ^У n which the Rae area office could somehow be involved in the administration 

r L l V f  p f  , T 9ramcS and,s!rv ces Î0 our area which wou,d require theV support of L a c la Martre
соГсе ît’wnn?dLrîeS; Sn?hfi Lâke a?d 3150 0etah‘ Th1s is something that should be considered. Of course it would require the support of the communities within our area.

The other part of the home-owership program I think we would require is a tralninq component that 
"e <ar,f 9oi.n9 to seriously consider a home-ownership program which allows the people to retain 

heir independence and encourage the people to maintain these units because it wilГье/опо ь  Й е т

ееПс " п; 0? S°an ^ ь ^ ? р аГ  ? Pr°9raü Wh1*h Dassi,sts them’ You have rece1ved a" Invitation from
nedC C Г ь d « Ь n  toulcomf dow? to, Rae Lakes and also Snare Lake- 1 hope that when you

!nNd .th L Î Í ^ nthatfy04 + w * be able t0 make 1t: t0 these other two communities because that gives 
Lake. opportunity to see the differences between Rae Lakes and Lac la Martre and also Snare

nfW M.Hnne<i 1° 1níf°™ thS C0mm,t4tee that we als° have some families that live in a small coranunity 
of Merlon Lake, it is not considered a community as such but we do have four families that live 
there year around and they wanted to construct their own log houses as w i l l T h e y  a rf not ask м

that Sis bas ica Ffv aĩl that lar9e coirmunities would get but if that could be noted. s2
that is basically all I have to say and I would like to thank you for coming down.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody have a question?

MR. WILLIAM BEAVERHO: (Translation) I am a pensioner right now, retired from trapping which Is the
only trade that I did all my life. I have lived In Fort Rae for many years and live In one of the 
low rental homes. I live In the low rental housing and one time I went out trapping for two years 
and lived 1n a tent. When I came back to my house 1n Fort Rae my arrears had built up. The 
housing association told me that my bills had gone hlqher that what, they were, «« they asked me 
w««t I was going to do, was 1 going to p^y It off or was I going to move out. I could not pay it 
so I had to move, this 1s why I am now living 1n Lac la Martre where I am originally from. Now 
that I am here I moved Into one of the local abandoned homes. I would like to ask the government 
to support me In trying to rebuild the home and make the conditions liveable so that me and my wife 
and life 1n there. Being as a pensioner me and my wife find 1t hard to live 1n the condition of 
the house. I have quit trapping now for many years and the only Income that I have Is my pension.

All the people that have spoken about the conditions of their homes are telling the truth. It 
would be nice if the committee could come out and tour some of the local elerly persons homes. All 
the speakers here would like to Invite you to their homes so that you can see for yourselves what 
type of buildings that they are living 1n. We have been left by ourselves for so many years, and 
this Is why we would like to have the committee come and inspect our homes before you go back to
Yellowknife. I would certainly like to see you people give us a hand and see whether we could gain
some government programs to Improve our present buildings. I have expressed my concerns regarding 
the conditions of my home and I would appreciate if you people could come down and visit my home. 
Thank you for coming down and listening to us.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else?

MR. NICK MANTLA: I am from Lac la Martre and I am also the settlement chairman. I would like to
thank you the committee for coming to Lac la Martre. As you can see from the concerns that my 
people have made, I hope you will take them very seriously and I just want to thank you for coming
to our settlement. I have a few things that I have in mind about the housing projects that we get
for housing In this settlement.

My concern Is about the labour costs of building a housing unit which we don't get wood housing 
material that the NWT housing brings to this settlement. We only get the material for the housing 
and they don't include the labour costs for that housing project. It would be a lot better If they 
included the labour cost with the housing that they build for the people Instead of us looking for 
other ways of getting money to have the nouse built in the settlement.

Another thing I have in mind with that is the training program should be included with the 
housing. As in the past we always get people to build houses without training and It Is not done 
properly. Training such as carpentry, electrician and all other training required for the 
housing.

I have another thing in mind about the old housing that goes way back. The houses that are 10 
years old and under that have been here in the settlement for a long time. These house are pretty 
old and are not comfortable 1n the wintertime. In the summertime they leak and in the wintertime 
the water that you have in there freezes. All of these old houses are not well Insulated, which 1s 
a major concern of these people because after all this is the North that we are living In. We feel 
that we should have a comfortable house to live in. Most of the people that I have talked to and I 
know I lived with my father before I got married, we lived in a house that is about 20 years old. 
Everytlme we wake up everthing Is frozen. In the summertime it Is leaking all over, you have to 
look all over for pails to put under the leaks.

As you can see from the people that there is a lack of employment in Lac la Martre for people to 
earn their own money so that they can fix their own houses. It seems to me that we are all looking 
forward to getting some help from the NWT Housing or however is responsible for the housing 
program. These are some of things that I have in mind, so thank you for coming to our settlement.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE:- I wonder if I can ask Nick a question? As John T'Seleie said there are no rental 
housing 1n your community, so that means that all the people own their own houses and are 
responsible to pay the heat, utilities and light in their own houses. Is that correct?

MR. NICK MANTLA: Yes.
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MR. BALLAMTYNE: How much for Instance would 1t cost for an average house per month to operate?
Like electricity, for light and heat.

MR. NICK MANTLA: Nobody uses furnaces around this settlement Just only the government staff I
guess. We all use the woodstove, It Is a lot better plus the older people cannot get their own 
firewood. They have to pay In the wintertime the young people or whoever has a skidoo to get some 
wood for them, they have to pay out of their old age pension cheques. Same thing goes for the 
electricity. I would image ahmit ? little more thon half of à pension cheque.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Okay, also as John said, one of the major problems that we have Is that most of
the programs that the Housing Corporation has don't apply to people that own their own homes. Most 
of the programs are to rehab rental homes or to fix up rental homes and that 1s something we have 
to look at. Because you said half John -- people who own their own homes in the Western Arctic? 
There are very few programs that they can go to to get any assistance, and that Is the sort of 
thing that we are going to have to look at to see If the Housing Corporation and the federal 
government, CMHC, can deliver more flexible programs so that people who own their own homes can fix 
up their homes. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else have a presentation?

MR. JOE CHAMPLAIN: (Translation) In listening to some speakers from this community express their
concerns, It Is true. I have been living here for the past 12 years, I have been living in one of 
the homes that was built before I got here. We go house to house because there Is nowhere else to
go In  this community. We live here year around In all kinds of weather. Supposing It Is a rainy
day, we go and visit somebody else home because the roofs are leaking and we have pots and pans all 
over the house. So everything the previous speaker said was all true.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): If we could have a guide after the meeting, we do not mind going to see
some of those houses. Is there anybody else who would like to speak? Any closing remarks?

MR. BALLANTYNE: On behalf of the committee, I would like to thank the council chairman and the
subchief, the chief and the band council for inviting us to Lac la Martre. I think we learned many 
things from what you have to say to us and we will try to visit the smaller communities. As Is is 
now, we will be visiting 45 communities 1n the NWT and we travelled for two weeks 1n July, two 
weeks 1n August, two weeks In September, two weeks in October and two weeks in June. Many of the 
concerns that you have given us today, we have heard from all the other communities. Housing is a 
very, very difficult problem and we can't promise you that we will solve all your problems but this 
committee of MLAs will work very hard on your behalf and do our best to try to help you.

I would also like to thank you MLA, James Wah-Shee, who works very hard on your behalf and talks to 
us all many times of the problems In your community. So thank you very, very much for your 
hospitality and the words you have spoken today will help us in our work.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Mr. Ballantyne. I myself, the co-chairman, would like to thank
this community for Inviting us and for your hospitality and the very fine dried fish and coffee. 
If we could get a guide, some of us Members would like to go and see some of the houses. Thank you 
very much for coming. Mahsl cho.

— Applause

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

FORT RESOLUTION. AUGUST 21. 1984

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): I would like to call this meeting to order. Ladles and gentleman, first of 
all I would like to thank everyone for coming out today. I would like to thank Chief Robert Saylne 
and the community council for Inviting the Special Committee on Housing to hold this public 
hearing.

The Special Committee on Housing consists of six elected MLAs and four alternate MLAs. We were 
appointed by the Legislative Assembly In February, 1984, to Investigate the concerns people 1n the 
communities have about housing. I would now like to Introduce to you the committee Members present 
today: Mrs. Eliza Lawrence, your MLA, representing Tu Nede; Mr. Red Pedersen, representing 
Kltlkmeot West; Mr. Sam Gargan, representing Deh Cho; Mr. Michael Ballantyne, representing 
Yellowknife North, John T'Selele representing Sahtu; Joe Arlooktoo, representing Baffin South; and 
myself Ludy Pudluk, representing High Arctic.

Mr. Arnold McCallum, who represents Slave River and who also co-chairs this Committee with me. Is 
out of the NWT at this time.

So far, this committee has held public hearings In 22 communities across the NWT. We have met with 
municipal councils, band councils and housing associations In order to understand the concerns 
these groups have about housing.

In addition to Fort Resolution, we will visit the communities of Fort Simpson, Snowdrift, Lac la 
Martre, Fort Providence, Rae-Edzo, Detah, Fort Smith and Hay River 1n August. After this tour Is 
completed, we will visit an additional 15 communities In the Kltlkmeot and Keewatln regions In the

On the basis of what people tell us at the public hearings and other meetings held In the 
communities, this committee will make an Interim report to the Legislative Assembly In November. A 
final report, which will Include recommendations, will try to address the concerns raised in the 
communities.

An Important part of this committee's mandate Is to review the operations of the NWT Housing 
Corporation. This review will begin once we have heard from the people In the communities. We will 
study the present structure and operating procedures of the NWT Housing Corporation to see whether 
the programs are getting to the people In the most efficient and effective way. We will also make 
recommendations for changes 1n programs and policies that, we hope, will lead to some real 
improvements In housing at the community level.

I would like to emphasize that we are elected representatives, not government employees. We do not 
work for the NWT Housing Corporation or for the Government of the NWT. We work for you, the people 
of the NWT. This committee was formed because so many of us In the Legislative Assembly were 
always dealing with housing problems 1n our constituencies. The problems basically seemed to be 
the same across the NWT and your Legislative Assembly decided that It was time to take a look at 
the NWT Housing Corporation and talk to the people in the communities to see If there couldn't be a 
better way of providing housing.
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Therefore, we have come here today to hear from you, the people of Fort Resolution. These
community hearings are the first step In finding out what people think about the housing thçy have 
now and to collect the Ideas people have for changes and Improvements. At this point, we cannot 
tell you what our recommendations will be. We still have to visit many more communities to listen 
to the people and the review of the NWT Housing Corporation will take some time. We have to
consider the housing situation across the NWT and look at where the money would come from to fund
any changes we might suggest. We have a responsibility to make sure that our recommendations are 
realistic and positive. We are not Interested In making changes just for the sake of rhwnnw
Itself. Instead, we must make recomme'dît ions that would solve at least some of the major problems 
tnat we have heard so much about over the past few months.

At this time I am going to call upon other Members of this committee who may wish to make opening 
remarks. Your MLA, Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) All the people here are Members of the Legislative Assembly. I
cannot make a decision by myself, so whatever you say will be listened to by everyone. Some people 
wish to have their own house and some people wish to buy the house they are living 1n now. 
Whatever you wish, we will make a recommendation on that. We have been travelling around for a 
long time, we have been up 1n the Arctic, some of the people 1n the High Arctic are even worse off
than you. The boat only comes 1n once a year and sometimes they do not send the right stuff. The
houses are not made properly. That Is why the person sitting beside me is Interested In what you 
have to say. I do not want to talk long, I know something bad happened, somebody died. I heard 
they are going to bring the body home to town tomorrow, so I will not keep you too lonq. Thank 
you. Mahsl cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Eliza. I will remind you once again that we have come here to
listen to you. Since we do not work for the Housing Corporation or the Government of the NWT we 
cannot answer questions about their policies as they apply In Fort Resolution but we will meet with 
the district office of the Housing Corporation in Hay River this week. We will also review the 
entire Housing Corporation In the month to come. So your questions will not be forgotten, they 
will be recorded, as well as the response of the Housing Corporation.

Before I close I would like to say a few words about the public hearing. We are set up for 
simultaneous translation and today your Interpreters are Sabet Blscayne and Smokey Catholique 1n 
Chipewyan and In Inuktitut, Main Curley and Mikle Lanoenhan.

We are recording this meeting so that we will have a record of everyone and trascripts of the 
public hearing will be produced and copies will be send out to you. It Is necessary for anyone who 
wishes to speak to come forward to this table and speak to us through the microphone. The 
Interpreters will hear your remarks and they will also be recorded. We also ask that you state 
your name before beginning and that you remain at the table following your presentation 1n case any
of the committee Members has a question to ask of you.

I will apologize because something has happened 1n this community and I know you are not very happy 
because It happened twice, last week and this week. Also myself, I lost my brother-in-law about a 
week and a half ago, I was going to go home but I decided to come this way to see you to hear you
voice your views. I am sorry about it, very much. Joe would like to make an opening remark too.

MR. ARLOOKTOO: (Translation) Thank you, Mr. Chairman, I would just like to make a short comment. 
My language 1s Inuktitut. I am very happy to be able to come to your community. I am from the 
East. I have seen a lot of different types of housing 1n my travels. They have a lot of different 
assistance programs and some of them are not assisted by the government. I am happy to be able to 
be part of the committee and I will listen to your concerns.

I would like to make a closing comment. I am happy that we are able to speak our different 
dialects such as Inuktitut and your dialect, as well as English. I am pleased about that because 
we are able to help each other and understand each other better. I would like to close for now and
say thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): If anybody would like to make a presentation, please go ahead. If there
1s nobody, we can stop the meeting right now.
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MRS. LENA McKAY: I Just want the Housing Corporation to know that my greatest concern Is with our 
old folks 1n Fort Res. Last year there was two people that got kicked out of the old folks home. 
I hate to see that, old folks getting kicked out. They are both sitting out here today —  Lucienne 
Bugglns. It really hurts me to see those people get thrown out In the wintertime. Цу concerns 
are with those old people, and If I could do something for them I would help them today. You guys 
are here to make things easy for us and I hope you can do something for our old people because that 
Is my greatest concern. That Is all I have to say to you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Mrs. McKay, 1n a lot of the cormunltles that we went to, one of the recommendations 
that has been emphasized Is with regard to the senior citizens. Our senior people have earned the 
rlght to a peaceful life and they should not be burdened with rent. I find that to be a problem In 
a lot of the communities. There Is also a problem with providing adequate wood for our senior 
people. We go and burden them with these rents that sometimes not realistic to their own Income. 
One of the things, if and when, this committee does get an Interim support, I will support 
recommendations to emphasize that senior citizens should not be paying rent for where they are 
staying and they should be provided with better shelter.

MRS. LENA McKAY: But that Is not the case here. They pay rent, and on top of that they get thrown 
out, Just for having a drink. I do not think It Is fair to them. I can't see 1t. I think we 
should respect our elders and give them the best. They are too old, they cannot do any harm and we 
should have respect for them. I hate to see them out on the streets. I hope It never happens to 
us again 1n Fort Res.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else! Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Again, In most of the communities that we went to a lot of the concerns -- I Just want 
to highlight some of the stuff that has been identified as problems, and that Is in regard to 
corporations or associations at the community level being underfunded to maintain houses in the 
communities. The rent scale is another one that is causing a lot of problems In the communities, 
because whether you are here or 1n the High Arctic you pay the same amount of rent and that is 25 
per cent of your income. Should we change that scale? The attitudes of headquarters staff In the 
district offices too, they do not really know the issues of the communities yet, they are In to so 
many housing programs without actually knowing or understanding the consequences that could lead to 
a lot of operations and maintenance costs. We are looking for long term solutions, goals. If we 
make those decisions now 1t is going to affect everybody, so we need the participation of everybody 
here, individually, community wise, regional wise and territorial wise. We will base our decision 
on that collective base. So anybody who has concerns, we really want to hear them. Thank you.

MR. LLOYD CARDINAL: I would like to thank you now for coming down to Fort Res and giving us this 
opportunity to express our views. First of all I would like to begin on the management part of the 
structure of the Housing Corporation. I think if unnecessary costs were cut from the management 
level, maybe to revamp the structure of the Housing Corporation to meet the needs of the people. 
Unnecessary money that is being spent now, perhaps could be put into different areas of housing 
programs, specifically home-ownership.

A lot of money is being spent on the management part to construct low rental units after they are 
being completed. A lot Is being spent on the delivery of small housing programs, specifically 
home-ownership again. The other portion, rural and remote, does not even meet the needs of the 
people 1n the community of Fort Res. A lot of money is being spent on programs that we do not even 
see here in the community because the people in this community do not need the needs of those 
programs. So the needs of the people should be met, bring the Housing Corporation structure down 
to the level of people in the community. We know what they people of this community want, not 
people from Yellowknife who are dictating the policies and the criteria that people would have to 
meet in order to be eligible for these programs. I

I would like to now talk on home-ownership. More money should be spent on home-ownership programs, 
specifically the HAP program. In this day and age when government 1s pushing for development and 
telling people to be aware and ready for megaprojects, on the side of socioeconomics and 
environment, shouldn't housing be the priority Issue so we can adapt more readily to the projects 
that the government are trying to push down our throats.
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I think the basis of how we live and how we adapt to such projects coming 1n the future, start at 
home, a comfortable home and a home that we can all call our home. s

W S .  LENA McKAY: We live In slums, In the dumps. Give somebody something half decent to live In.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Lena, would you like to come up to the m1ke7

MRS. LENA McKAY: You can hear me, you don't need a mike for my voice.

nĸS. LAWRENCE: No but If you come up to the mike 1t Is all recorded and translated and we will
have copies of 1t. So If you want to come up to the mike along side of Lloyd, you can take turns, 
would you like to do thatr

MR. LLOYD CARDINAL: If I could Just continue here. When we own our own home we have the
responsibility of maintaining and operating It. People living In low rental units are dependent on 
*ĨĨSLÆVCfrn2,5nî • consequently are unable to cope and maintain for themselves. I think that Is
something that 1 hope you have heard a lot of throughout your travels. It Is something that I 
would like to stress to this committee that people 1n low rental units are dependent on the
government. I would like to touch a bit on the low rental units. One thing before I do, I know 
♦ 6 ua * s encountered and faced with an agreement, one clause which reflects what Í Just
talked about —  megaprojects and development and this sort of thing —  is an agreement that
specifically says that we should not be allowed to promote or start a business 1n a low rental 
unit. Government are now encouraging economic development, why then should we be unable to start a 
business 1 n a low rental unit? When government are promoting free enterprise, shouldn't It be 
allowed to flourish wherever possible?

I would like to say, stop building low rental units that are costing the corporation bundles of
i!ir,t tiU,i„ltl.11 honieSt to goodness home-ownership units. To build low rental units In our 

community Is a slap In the face when we have the resources here, the skills whlcn we are unable to 
ultnize, the manpower -- 50 per cent of them are unemployed. Resources, we have the sawmill here, 
! * * > ■ * •  1umber that Is needed to build houses. Money saved on low rentals are moneys that can be 
spend on home-ownership programs. Costs to management level can be reduced by cutting out low
rentdI units.

{ w 1S°*itihie1„0- a1d un1ts was $19-9 In 1981 that level Increased to
»35.08 million, In 1982, $43.9 million was spent on 0 and M. As you can see from these figures as 
the years go by the costs of maintaining these low rental units are Increasing dramatically and 
a lot of money Is being spent just to look after these units. So I think what we are looking at 

IT!?i'ey ,that ,can ^  freed up from other Pr°9rams that do not suit out needs, money that 
kiü. П s*raî Is using to deliver programs that do not even effect us, unnecessary money that

hnmanun9* sE?nt by the C0T i Ьи,ее' I think we should free up more money so that we can have 
home-ownership programs available to us that suit our needs.

°r 198?,a p1]ot pr°Ject was started here building log units. We head five of them built 
end they are all good units. Why couldn't something like that have kept on going? Why just a one 
nfnniihlf9?tb Look at A he HA,P Programs that we delivered here last year, four of them built by the 
people of the community. Labour money that our community manager had to go out and qet and now 
this Уеаг they turn around and say there is no money available. This year they turn around and 
they are building four low rental units. What for? These are just some of the concerns that I 

Assembly У°ТЬапк yoiT someth1n9 wi11 come out of ft and таУ Ье make recommendations to the whole

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody have a question from this committee? Mr. Ballantyne.

very тисЬ/ ог y°ur points, they are very valid and we have heard the 
unu6 th^n£e71S fthidt y?u have exPressed from just about every community. I would like to ask you, do

community? ^  °9 h°meS ^  3 v1able anSwer here? Wou1d you like to see ,nore log homes 1n your

cn^<»?yDifAR?iNAL: Wel1 1 use this as an exan,P,e of what this community can do. I am not saying
buîĩt. Ca У thât WC W3nt °9 houses- 1 refer t0 that and also 1ast years project which was lumber
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HR. BALLANTYNE: I am asking because log homes have a lot of potential here In the Territories. We
can harvest the logs here 1n the Territories, create employment In harvesting of the logs, create 
employment In the actual building of houses. Especially 1n the Western Arctic, many communities 
are Interested In developing programs In log houses. Do you think people would rather have log 
houses here rather than stick built houses?

MR. LLOYD CARDINAL: Well I can't truthfully answer that because I don't know the actualy thoughts 
of everybody here 1n the community but I think the five people who have log houses are very, very 
satisfied with them and they are well appreciated and they are being well looked after. It Is a 
start.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Last year I think there was only $2.5 million In the budget for home-ownership
programs, If we Increased that people still finding problems with that program, problems In finding 
the labour money, you have to find It from a different source, If you are making too much money you 
are not eligible. Do you have any Ideas how to make that HAP program more accessible to more 
people? Sometimes they will give you the $30,000 or $38,000 and then you have to find the labour 
money from a different source and that 1s difficult. Do you think single source funding would be 
helpful, Increasing the Income that you can make and still be eligible, would that be a good Idea?

MR. LLOYD CARDINAL: Well I don't know. But I think the number one priority In housing eligibility 
should be on needs rather than on affordability.

MR. BALLANTYNE: What would you suggest for people who have a low rental and let's say the
government would provide them with a house, how would they pay for the operating costs of the 
house? If they don't make enough money?

A SPEAKER (Female): He wouldn't know because he has a high Income eh?

— Laughter

MR. LLOYD CARDINAL: Well there Is a starting place for everything, as you know. A person who has 
been dependent on the government for so many years, well actually before low rental houses were 
Introduced to the community, people had their own houses. They did their own thing with their
hoses and they maintained It properly. Then the government come 1n and established low rental
units, saying to the people, you give up your house and we will give you a low rental unit. You 
can live In it for free. What has happened Is that the people are dependent on the Housing 
Corporation or the government to maintain It for them, There 1s where you have to start. That 
person who Is getting a house should know, realistically what he has to do 1n order to maintain 
it. We are not that far under, that a person Is useless.

MR, BALLANTYNE: So basically you think that home-ownership 1s the answer 1n your community.

MR. LLOYD CARDINAL: Well sweat equity should have a major play 1n home-ownership programs. They
had a program in northern Alberta, I believe, for an example four people were going to be getting 
units. Those four people had to work alongside the people who were also building 1t, but they did 
not know which house they were going to get until it was all completed. That was their sweat
equity. Introducing something like that I think would I think would start them off on the rlqht

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS, LAWRENCE: Lloyd, thanks for your concern and your views. We encourage everyone to tell us 
their views and hopefully we will make recommendations for the better. Home-ownership Is a big 
concern In some communities. Some people would like to own homes but they only allow two or three 
home-ownership grants. It Is causing more hardship than good because there are 10 people 1n Une 
and there are only two who get It out of 10. I would certainly encourage any home-ownership In our 
area because we certainly have enough logs to build homes. Mahsl cho.

MRS. LENA McKAY: Last time the Housing Corporation people came from Hay River they said there was 
going to be no more home-ownerships in Fort Res because there was about four homes not finished 1n 
Fort Res. But I live In a log home and I am telling you, getting away from low rental was the best 
move we ever made, even though our house wasn't finished, we moved 1n there and I am telling you 
It s a lot better than low rental. I lived under low rental for six years. I used to wash my floor 
and the water used to freeze and my kids could have skated on It. That's the kind of homes we qot 
In Fort Res. s
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People are crying and complalnlna and they talk about tenants havlnq to follow their aoreement 
What about the landlords part of ft7 The landlords should be there to see what Is going on. I even
asked a guy from Housing. I don't know what the heck his name Is. but I asked him to Spend a night 

t L  í . SeeiJÍ»t V  n  Гкев11у tou l1ue 1n a 1o" rental b°use In fort Resolution. It's 
ofthere * d 1 9 *d t0 ** the c0"*nUtee Members th1s- It's the pits and I ', glad I moved out

aï^f^HhïIi’w l t M h ^  TJ?” «.rece1vers are not to be taken outside, so please leave them when you

MRS. LAWRENCE: I would Just like to make a comment on some policies that were set by the Housing
™ ^ ? î ! 0ni.uaiEvft1 n the#reJ? sca,les, araset UP without any Involvement of the people 1n the 
Г Л ,е'е1' One of the policies that were set for home-ownership was, 1f you make over 
J25.000 then you are not entitled to that grant to own a home and If you make under then you are 
not able to maintain It, so you are not able to get the home. So It Just seems that there are so 
hear ?t,de neS and pol1c1es set* so апУ recommendations you people could make, we would be glad to

MR. CECIL LAFFERTY: I do not want to go Into too much detail. I think Lloyd Cardinal pretty well
.the communities concerned. With regards to Mr. Ballantyne's question to Lloyd 

Cardinal about low Income people for home-ownership. That Is no problem In a comnunlty like Fort

tn Snthit ch^MiHnCn°n? ^ P!)e ,alwT  burn woo,d and that 1s what people are looking forward
to. So that should not exclude the low income people from home-ownership.

Also that last word that Lena said that started with a "p", should have started with an "s". 

-— Laughter

S i r 9 tĸ0„1hir e;0WnerSh,1',‘ t0 exPer1ence a home-ownership program here last
year, we built four units which I think Is the answer to the communities problems. With
home-ownership programs you don't have people crying back to the Housing Corporation that houses 
ÍInnirûn nd?Wn’ vn0t n,aintained and they are not paying rent and so forth, and you are not kicking 
people °ut. You are not creating problems, with the home-ownership program you are solving the 
problems. Also once you build a home It Is not subsidized for 20 or 30 years after. It Is given 
to the home-owner, It Is his responsibility, he has pride and respect for his house. It Is a 
proven fact In a community like Fort Resolution.

Some of щу experience with the home-ownership program last year. The program Is okay, but as we 
went along a lot of the material packages are changed by the Housing Corporation and their staff. 
A home-owner did not really get what he requested because somebody In the head office goofed up.

î"®th*r prob1e"\ that1 1 encountered when I was dealing with the Housing Corporation at the regional
thÍ ni.h,lad °// ce„ S, V at th!re ũas t0° many peop1e mak1n9 decisions. There were people all 

1n6a Co* P ?tC m4k °9 dec1s1ons and nobody really knew what was going on. It just caused problems

Based on those experiences I think that home-ownership, whatever low rentals are left over, should 

5!«tĩrlĩ?d J>ver.Í0 »the l0Cal leve1 for 1oca1 contro1> In fact, even better then that, the houses 
thfJ \h.fr.e that £an never be rJePa,red should be given to the people to do what they want with 
« Ĩ ! L ” wth У î?,use you can d0 what you want w,tb if* because you will never repair It up to
standards and you will never get enough funding to do it. You are expecting people to pay full

bĸa2se“£fn that ,n 4are ,not ?  to standards. People are getting kicked out
hnjrHSfhniHthat' S°, lu1» uk everYth1n9 is Strongly toward home-ownership and I think that this 
board should recommend that home-ownership Is a strong priority and it should support that.

Going on to senior citizens, I think they should be taken care of a little better, with better 
, , 'h,2в ь1 Ь И Н  fu  i n V  that we have here, whoever designed that, I don't know where he comes 
íhåt h,niH?nb K í JÎ 10. feetkoff the ground. You can't expect a 90 year old woman to climb Into
that building but they have been doing that. It 1s very poorly designed and that should be looked

101̂ Л н Ге(„»ОГ »°ulder people that гери1ге should bp looked at. The comnunlty council 
ha* ? .T! iA ooked.*nto tbe matter, we have a proposal out but we require support. I think this
board should support our request and proposal that has gone into Social Development.

É î M k A ï . :  . >'
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With regard to the senior citizens repair program that they have Introduced last year. All they 
did was tease people. We only had one program In Fort Resolution and they have that program 
available. If they don't have enough money why start programs that they can't complete. So I 
strongly recommend that they should get enough money to repair private homes and also to upgrade 
and make the senior citizens liveable.

With regards to the home-ownership. I will touch back on that again. Ynn ar* *i 1 swsre thst the 
Housing corporation offers the package and It Is the communities responsibility to go and find the 
funding from CCOP or Canada Works or Indian Affairs. It Is fine If you get It, 1f you don't It Is 
actually up to the home-owner to find ways of building h1s house. The programs that are offered 
are very minimum wage, $200 or $210 a week, whatever It Is and It Is hard to get people off the 
streets to work for $200 or $210 a week when unemployment Insurance Is giving Just as much, 
welfare 1s giving Just as much. So It Is hard to get people to do that. We managed to build four 
houses last year but I found 1t was very difficult to keep a steady worker on for $200 a week. So 
that should be looked at.

I think I touched on the head office and regional office. Everytlme we have a problem we have to
call the regional office. They can't make a decision so they have to call YelloiAnlfe and they got
to talk to five or six people in Yellowknife, get back to the regional office and then get back to 
the local level. In the meantime we have problems here and the guys In Yellowknife can't really
make up their minds, the guys In Hay River can't really make up their minds. So to eliminate all
those problems, a lot of the powers and controls should be transferred over to the local level 
where we can manage 1t properly.

Home-ownership should be geared to log or stick homes. It will be up to the Individual -- he or 
she. The policies that are drawn up for the low rental units are drawn up with absolutely no Input 
from the local level. It 1s drawn up by someone 1n Yellowknife or whatever, there 1s no local 
input as to rental scales or lease agreement. It Is all done In Yellowknife. There should be some 
local Input, they are going to have to compromise on both sides but It Is just like a law that Is 
set, I think 1t should be so that both sides understand. This Is not the case now. This Is all 
the concerns I have now.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Your concern 1s similar to all other communities. We hear the same story all the
time. I understand that there Is some northern rental units that are abandoned or stripped and 
there Is just the shells given to people, what are they talking about?

MR. CECIL LAFFERTY: There are four or five houses that were going to be demolished because they
are being replaced with new rental units but the council here said Instead of demolishing them,
Just give them to the council and we will give them away If somebody can make use of them, repair
them and live In ft. They are bigger than some of the small shacks we have. So that Is what 
happened.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I see you have 29 northern rentals. Have these northern rentals been offered for
sale to the people and Is there any Interest of the people to purchase these northern rentals?

MR. CECIL LAFFERTY: Lately It has been out In the community that they have the option to buy.
What they are worth, I don't know? I don't really know the details but I know they are available.
I don't know if they have to be brought up to standard before the Housing Corporation will sell 
them or sell them the way they are, I don't know. It has to be looked Into.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I understand that they sell them exactly the way they ar and they rehab them,
northern rental. If they becomes public housing then they will offer them for sale. One of the 
problems that we found 1n other communities is that the houses that are in very bad condition, the 
people do not want to take them over because they are so expensive to operate. I just wondered If 
you had the same experience here.

MR. CECIL LAFFERTY: Yes possibly the people do not want to take them over but 1f we give 1t to 
them for nothing I think you would be saving a lot of headaches on both sides.

MR. BALLANTYNE: You mentioned one of the problems we have heard 1n other communities about getting 
labour money for the HAP program. Do you see any ways that the HAP program could be Improved?
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MR. CECIL LAFFERTY: It can be. Based on my experience last year, the tøty that HAP program can be
improved Is that the funding be turned over only to communities that can manage the money, I am not 
saying all the communities. And also to find a subsidy for the labour dollars only then you can do 
proper work. Like last year, because somebody at head office made a mistake on ordering 
materials -- all the materials have changed. The cost went up because of somebodys mistake, so
they had to cut off some of the mechanical work like wiring, installing the pressure system,
hooking up the power and so forth. The home-owner had to suffer because of somebodys mistake. I
think If things were done properly with both home-owner ship and the Housing Corporation, that 
things could have been worked out better. He would have a better r»l«Mnn<Hn.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I understand that there Is five or six designs for HAP housing, do you think that 
the people should have more input 1n the design of houses? Are people happy with the design of 
houses, for Instance the houses you built last year?

MR. CECIL LAFFERTY: The people who received those houses are happy. With regard to the design, 1
think that there should be more Input. I know the four people who received those HAP houses last 
year, had the opportunity to sit down and redesign, If they did not like certain walls here or 
there they had the option to move 1t. We have a local guy here 1n town, Donnie Morin, who 1s In 
the log business, he helped designed those prints that they have available. There could be Input 
from other communities also, there could be more than four or five designs so people had more
choice.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Any questions.

MR. JOHN BJARNSSON: I am a contractor, I am building some of the rural and remote low rental
houses In town now. I was going to make a comment on that and a couple of other things. Younger 
people in the age group of 20 to 25 come to rçy place wanting to know how much It would cost to 
build small houses, by small I mean 12 by 16, just something so that they could get out of their 
parents homes. They realUe when they are talking small they are talking about something that they 
can afford to maintain at any time. I don't know If It Is something that housing doesn't want to 
do, building small houses because of the possibility of creating slums later but l know that there 
are a lot of young people that are Interested in that.

I like what Lloyd said about the low rentals as opposed to the home-ownership. 1 believe the 
hpme-ownership program last year came 1n under $50 , 000 a house and I am presently building some 
that are running at under $100,000, with housing management costs added Into them. The houses that 
I am building are designed with a tremendous amount of waste cost in them that don't translate Into 
a comfortable house or usability. Something else Involved In the houses that houdng Is putting 
out for the contractors like me to build -- there Is a lot of desire In the (ummunltles for 
community Involvement in building these houses. These houses are Inspected by engineers and It 
makes 1t hard for the contractor to hire a lot of local labour because of the high degree of spec 
and unneccessary building codes and styles that are designed into them. They are made difficult to 
build for the average people. The home-ownership programs that were designed and put in last year 
were —  I have never seen a simpler design, they were very good they were very easy for the people 
to build. Like Cecil said everybody seemed to be very happy with them.

The five houses that I am building right now 1n the community, I am having trouble getting a flow 
of local people working for me, I am having to spread the work out and trying to find spots to put 
in because of the high degree of skill required to build them. Most of that skill Is there because 
housing has found it comfortable to hire engineers who find it comfortable to put a lot of stuff 
Into houses that don't require It. Housing has been built for thousands of years, literally, up 
until the latter few years, the last 20 or 30 years most people have built their own houses and we 
are quite happy with that. Most people can't build these houses that are being speced by engineers 
and most of these houses are not needed anyway. They are just totally overdesigned and the cost of 
maintaining them afterwards is great for the first 10 years because they have everything but after 
that when the things start going down a little bit again, the costs are high on maintaining them.
I think Lloyd also mentioned that on h1s houses, that the cost 1s escalating on maintaining them.
I don't have too much else to say on that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Red Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: You say you are building houses. Exactly what type of houses are they, are they two
story type?

MR. JOHN BJARNSSON: No, they are bungalow.



MR. PEOERSEN: You mentioned young people coming to you wanting quotations on smaller units and you 
were wondering If there are any being built. There are Indeed some being built throughout the NWT 
this year In a number of communities. They are called nlne-plexes, In some of the row housing 
units that contains eight one bedroom units and a three bedroom supposedly a caretaker unit on the 
end; We have not seen any of them yet but we have seen materials on site 1n a couple of places but 
we have yet to see the final results, maybe some of them will be In later this year. That Is all 
for now.

MR. JOHN BJARNSSON: I don't think nine plexes are what these people are wanting, they are wanting
something for themselves and not something that they have to worry about 1f their neighbour Is 
having a party or If they want to have a party or turn their stereo up loud. They want Individual 
small houses, just some place that they can call their own. They realize of course that they can't 
afford to maintain these bigger houses with all of the facilities, they don't want all of the 
facilities like running water and flush toilets and everything like that. They just want something 
that they can put a woodstove Into and have electricity so they cook and sleep 1n 1t. Porta-potty 
Is something still pretty popular around here.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you for your comments, you are quite frank and It Is good to hear that. I
wonder 1f you could perhaps write a letter to us and give us some examples as to how some of the 
houses are overcomplicated. Because that Is a new side, we have heard that 1n many communities 
that here has not been very much local hiring but no one has ever given us one of the excuses as It
were that they could use. Could you give us now or send us a letter of some of the examples of
these things that are put 1n houses that are not necessary, that make 1t difficult for local people 
to be Involved 1n building these houses. We would very much appreciate that.

MR. JOHN BJARNSSON: I could do that. I cannot do It now but I can write a letter and answer as to
some of the stuff that 1s put In the houses that Is not required.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Could you please sit there for just a second. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. As a contractor you would probably know the building code
that 1s used by the territorial government. In your opinion would you say that they are built to 
the maximum building code or barely to the minimum?

MR. JOHN BJARNSSON: The houses are built by housing. The ones that we are doing are built almost
to maximum specs 1n a minimum house. Like they are small —  I guess a guy could use the word "shit 
box" but they are highly speced, everything Is up to CMHC standards or better and that again makes
It hard for a lot of unskilled local Involvement In these houses. And I can understand because in
this coimiunlty there Is no problem at all to the extent that people can build their own houses, 
they have the experience here, there Is a lot of experience and yet I am having trouble 
incorporating a lot of labour. I am going all local labour In these jobs but It Is a problem. In 
some communities contractors are have a tremendously hard time Incorporating the local labour.

I was up In Repulse Bay last year, they had a design of a house going 1n there that had Insulated 
metal panais 20 foot by four feet, they were sort of a prefab engineering design that somebody came 
up with In Manitoba. It was just totally Impossible to Incorporate any local skill, just totally 
Impossible. Housing 1s just too simple to be made that way. I know one of the problems Is 
Incorporating of engineers instead of contractors or people with contracting skills, by housing. I 
don't know 1f the universities have pumped out too many engineers and they have to find a place for 
them but they sure are not required 1n the housing market. It should be considered way beneath 
their skills to even be there, 1t 1s a shame that they even get involved in housing and because 1t 
Is way beneath their abilities. I guess they got to find something for using themselves. They 
have to incorporate some of their knowledge in some of the things that they have learned and such. 
But the housing doesn't require that.

MS LUCIENNE BUGGINS: Excuse me, Mr. Chairman. John I would like you to use slmpller terms. You 
know we are not all educated like you and a lot of the people don't understand what you are talking 
about, so I wish you could use slmpller terms.
MR. GARGAN: I guess I am going to ask for another professional opinion. One excuse that the
Housing Corporation uses a lot of the times 1n the communities, in regard to the terrain and the:’- 
environment. A lot of the communities do have good solid soil and gravel but they don't seem to be;1 
promoting basements. In your opinion with Fort Resolution for example, because you are working; 
here, does this community have potential to have basements built? \ "
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MR. JOHN BJAR'ISSON: Somebody came In here a couple of years ago and did a study and said that the
water table was a foot to two feet below the surface and Housing has based their building, since 
then, on that factor. The water table here, I believe, Is between 12 and 16 feet. I just by 
chance ran Into that engineer who did that study. I don't know how they got that Information, I 
think 1t was done when the ground was still frozen a few feet below the surface and 1t was 
retaining the water, Until the frost goes out of the ground the water won't run away. There Is a 
lot of belief and talk about permafrost. Permafrost hardly exists at all where the sun can get at 
the land. It exists out In the bush where there Is shaded areas. But like In communities where 
the land Is cleared off, there really not that much permafrost at all, and I think some of the 
decisions are based on that.

Mil. GARGAN: Thank you, you have been very helpful.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else have a question. Thank you. Is there anybody
else that would like to make a presentation?

MS LUCIENNE BUGGINS: (Translation) I really need a house right now. I would be very happy If
someone could make a house for me. It doesn't have to be a very big house, just big enough for
myself and my brother. That 1s all I want. If they build me a house I would be very happy, I 
don't want anything else, just a house with all the right stuff In 1t. If that happens then I 
would be my own boss of my house. Thank you, that 1s all I wanted to say, I said it and now I feel 
fine.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you.

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) If you are finished then, thank you.

MS LUCIENNE BUGGINS: (Translation) If the house was made just for me, I would feel fine. I would 
be happy just living my myself.

MRS. LAWRENCE: (Translation) I will make a house for you tomorrow.

-— Laughter

— Applause

MS CHARLOTTE JEROME: (Translation) I don't know how they make a house. I have been living in my
house for II years and every year they have been making me promises, I want a new one. There are 
four of us and we have been living 1n the house for 11 years now. They always promise us things 
but we never get 1t. When we first moved In they said after 10 years it would become our own house
and still nothing, we still pay for it. We don't know what the agreement is, it is not even my own
house. I have been asking for a stove for how long now and they still have not given me one. That 
is all I wanted to say, thank you.

— Applause

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Would anybody else like to make a presentation?

MR. JOHN SAYINE: (Translation) I have been living in my house for the last 15 years and they are 
always promising me that they will be fixing up n\y house next year. My stove in my house is not 
very good. My in-law bought it so now he has a cook stove. I don't know what they mean when they
say they are going to fix 1t because every springtime they come over and write everything down and
say what they are going to do. Then they take it back and then we never seen anybody again. You 
people were coming around buy you never came to my house. I have been living there for about 15 
years now. I have raised five children in my house. Other people that are thrown out, I let them 
stay at my place because I feel sorry for them. If they want to leave then they can just go. I am 
not working and the house is in my name. When they first gave it to me, they told me it was two 
dollars a month and since then it has been going up. Now I pay $32 and my kids don't work. When 
my kids were working I was paying over $100. Now my bill is very high, it is over $1000 now. It 
hasn't been in my name for the last four years, it is now in my wife's name. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Anybody else have a question? Is there anybody else who would 
like to make a presentation?

- t
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MR. JOHN RYMER: I had a house one time. I stayed with my sister 1n Fort Simpson for three 
months. Welfare pays for гцу rent. I look after myself. Twice a week I work for the garbage, I 
work Monday and Friday and make $40 a week. An old lady makes $200 a month and she can't cook for 
herself, I cook for her every morning. In the wintertime I come back here and look after the old 
lady, she 1s half blind and she can't look after herself. They took her house away for no reason. 
I need help, I had a hard time, it's a good thing I worked for Jack last winter. Tuesday and 
Friday I got $15 each day. I'm stuck now and I need help. Me too, I'm half blind too and I can t 
work like I used to. Welfare says I can work but I can't like I used to. I'm 57 now, on July 14th 
I was 57. I think I'll go to Yellowknife next month.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. We just heard that we have to be at the airport at 10:15 
because there are no lights out at the airstrip.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a couple of recommendations to make to the 
committee, not as a committee Member but as an elected member for Tu Nedhe. Before I do that I 
would like to encourage more people to come up and put ti.alr concerns to the committee. Sorry, but 
I didn't realize that there was no lights out at the airport, I just assumed that there was 
lights. So now we have to leave at 10:15. Does anybody else want to speak up. Okay the pilot 
wants to say something. I guess the pilot is going out to the airport to see 1f he can put the 
lights on. There used to be lights but they have been out since last Friday. Is there anyone else 
that would like to speak up?

MS VIOLET BAILEY: I brought this matter up to Fort Res housing and finally they said they could 
not do anything about 1t. They over charged me for four months rent at $390 a month. They guy 
that I was living with at the time was renting from low rental in Fort Simpson and I couldn't see 
myself paying $390 out of my wages at the Bay. That was in 1982, August, Semptember, October and 
November. My rent was supposed to be $99 a month and they charged me $390. I brought this up to 
Fort Res housing and they said they could not do anything about It because all the files were taken 
to Hay River and they could not correct their paper work. I am wondering if there 1s anything that 
can be done about it because Its about $1500 out of my pocket and I cannot afford it. That Is all 
I want to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Violet. I would just like to make a comment. The rent scale 1s set by 
the Federal by the Housing Corporation and we have a lot of complaints about the rent because there 
was no input from the people at the community level. They hired some consultants and set the rent 
scale according to Federal rate and it 1s very hard especially single parents. One concern that 
was brought to our attention was that they deducted the rent on gross salary not on net salary 
because some of the money on gross salary is already committed to different things and still they 
base It on that. So your concern is recorded. If that is all, nobody else wants to speak because 
they are too shy and sitting way in the back, I would like to make a couple of recommendations. I 
will just make them in English because It is translated anyway.

The things that I would like to say is that it is our fundamental rights of people to have adequate 
housing. I think we are neglecting our elders the senior citizens. I realize that they are dying 
off so fast. I would like to make a recommendation to the housing committee members to seriously 
look at the homes that they own now, to try and maintain it so that they can live peacefully for 
their last days. A lot of them don't wish to go into senior citizens homes and if they have to pay 
power In I'heir own homes they should be subsidized so that they can have free rent. I would like 
the committee to seriously consider to encourage and make more funding available to the Housing 
Corporation to encourage home-ownership especially In this area since we have all the logs that we 
want. I would like the Housing Corporation to change their policies so that we can purchase our 
lumber right here from our local sawmill. It doesn't seem fair when they are subsidizing our 
sawmill and on the other end we can purchase lumber from the Territories.
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The last recommendation that I would like to make is that arrears should be forgiven on the house 
that they are living in right, now for mismanagement for the way It has handled the program, poor 
explanation, not proper explanation given out. The policies and everything set by the Housing 
Corporation, the district people can make any decision, therefore the local people that are working 
are having a hard time in dealing with these programs. So I would like to see all arrears forgiven 
and outright purchase of the northern rentals for penplp that wish to purchase thcni, ылпе of them 
are 1n very poor shape. Like Cecil Lafferty mentioned it would save a lot of headaches on both 
ends. Before I finish off, these are the recommendations that I would like the committee to 
seriously consider.

There was a time when we used to own our own homes. We didn't depend on the government subsidy or 
nothing. Then the government moved 1n and moved people into low rentals, changed the policy in the 
meantime and destroyed their real homes to the point where people are helpless, they don't know 
which way to turn. It 1s causing a lot of hardships, a lot of Internal fights, I don't have that 
sort of time for fighting. Therefore these are the recommendations that I would like to make to 
the committee. Thank you for everybody coming to hear our point of view, and also for them bring 
out their points. If there are any other speakers please do so now because we are running out of 
time. Mahsl cho.

— Applause

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else like to make personal remarks from this table?

MS LENA McKAY: This senior citizens program, 1 have a great concern about it because we were told 
that there was a lot of applicants in this town. It is now two years down the road and the way I 
see our old people dying off I think we should hurry it up and make it a little bit more 
comfortable for them. I think that the whole executive should take a look at the homes that we 
have in this town, take a close look at it. The houses here are not even fit for humans to live 
in but this 1s what we are getting dished with. I think we should consider our old people and if 
there is anything that we can do we should hurry things up a little bit because I know there is a
lot of applicants for the senior citizens program but it is a long way down the road. I am council
and I know what I am talking about, so I think we should try and improve things for our old people,
lets give it a try. Thank you.

MS LIZ BEAULIEU: Eliza was talking about the regulations. When I first moved into my house 14
years ago, everyone was given an agreement. On the regulation it says that even if a person works 
they will not have to pay rent any higher than $60. When Joyce Beaulieu took over from housing she 
said there was never no such papers or whatsoever to show about regulations. But I am wondering 
where she got the errors from 1f there was no such paper to show. Five years ago someone shot 
through my house and everytime we have a meeting I have asked them to repair it. I had my
cupboards, walls, ceilings and windows shot through. I was lucky my. children did not get killed.
They were smart enough to run into one bedroom and lay down on the floor. I have been asking them
to repair those windows and everything in the house, all they say is yes. Seven different people
have come to measure my windows, so I am wondering If I am going to get it in silver or gold...

— Laughter

...since it has taken this long. A couple of years ago I brought it up to the meeting again. I 
asked them when are you going to repair my cupboards and walls because I have great big holes. 
Housing authority in Hay River said that if they gave me the material would my husband repair it 
himself. He was willing to do without pay, if you give me the material I will fix it up. I got a 
letter from housing from Fort Resolution and a letter from Hay River saying they were giving us the 
material. To date I haven't got it yet and I am without windows. Everytime I bring the subject up 
to the meeting they just yell at me and call me down. Is that the way to get things done in your 
house?

I am also wondering why everyone has running water in their houses and they never did put any in my
house. I think I am the only one that digs a toilet hole outside and has an outdoor toilet. My
water is running right outside my house, there is a pipe sticking out from the house. That is 
hazardous, germs spreading all over around my house. If I told them that they would just laugh at 
me again, maybe it is because I am small. That is all for now because I have a bad cold.

---Laughter
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just want to read you a paragraph about the history of the 
Indian housing 1n the NWT. Actually the program started In the Eastern Arctic, It was called 
uSklmO Rental Housing Frogram and it started 1n 1965. At that time two dollars was the monthly 
rent. They changed that to Include the Treaty Indians. It turned into what they call the Northern 
Rental Housing Program. That was In February 1969 and it was based on 20 per cent of the family
Income and the highest a person could pay was $67 a month. For the pensioners and the welfare 
recipients two dollars a month. Now I guess the Northern Rental Program, 33 percent of your actual 
rent that you pay goes toward the purchase of your house also a $100 per year Is put In which they 
describe as the reserved account for tenants. I guess a lot of people have put a hell of a lot In 
20 years Into these rental programs. Most of these people that have bought houses and we have a 
11st and 1t goes anywhere from a one dollar purchase to about a $16,000 purchase and 1t takes about 
five years to pay for It whatever It Is that Is required.

I believe that the Housing Corporation should be a funding agency. And that the responsibilities 
of allocating moneys of the comnunlties for design and construction should be left up to the 
communities. Also the other thing 1s with regard to the northern rental houses that you do 
purchase. If a person purchases at the price that -- they could get 1t now without repair then 
maybe what could happen Is that If a tenant does purchases a house and 1n turn the Housing 
Corporation should have moneys available to upgrade the house. These are the kinds of things that 
we are trying to get into, hopefully we will be able to get it.

MS LENA McKAY: I am not living in low rental but I know the condition that those houses are 1n and
I am telling you that 1t is sad, 1t 1s sad to see our people 11 ve that way. I hope something will 
come out of this meeting. To at least have our people live up to their standards, they pay rent 
but they don't see anything coming out of 1t, they get the worst end out of it. If you really want 
to see what I mean, go check those low rental housing and see what kind of conditions that those 
people are living in then maybe you will believe It. They want the tenants to keep up too the 
obligations, I think they have obligations as a landlord, to live up too their obligations.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Anybody else have a question. Thank you.

— Applause

I believe the airstrip has lights now so we can spend more time here tonight. Does anybody else 
have a presentation? Mr. Gargan.

MR, GARGAN: I just wanted to say something else before we close. In the North right now a lot of
the transients that come up here to work for the government, they are paying flat rates for a 
really good home. In most of the communities where government employees are working they get the
best facilities, they get the best houses and also they get housing subsidies and are charged a
flat rate and that would include their fuel, their rent and their power and whatever else that Is 
required. So this is the unfair treatment that we are getting from the territorial government and 
federal government and I think that it Is past due that the government started recognizing that 
they do owe the people. After all if It was not for us they would not be up here In the first 
place. I don't think that It Is fair that we should be the ones that are living 1n slums In our 
own land. A lot of the communities have been hurt by the changes that happen and the native people 
are getting the rotten end of the stick. So I thought I might give you that to think about and 
that certainly we are in support of any drastic change that is required 1n order to make a more
liveable place for our own people In our own land.

---Applause

CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you. Eliza.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I would just like to say thank you to the community people that did the supper for
us and I am very sorry that we are unable to stay a little longer. I was going tour the committee 
Members through the community and show them some of those nice log cabins that we have as well as 
the bad side of the buildings. We are going to take some picture and also our famous sawmill that 
we have. But because of our time limit that we have we are unable to visit and stay any longer. 
So thank you again for everyone coming out again. Thank you.

— Applause
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. Pudluk): Thank you, Eliza. I would like to thank this conmunlty for Inviting us to 
come here for the public hearing. Being an MLA for almost nine years now I have been fighting the 
Housing Corporation since I have been elected and never seemed to get nowhere. Me set up this 
committee to get your views so we can fight. We learned a lot since we have been travelling to the
different communities. I am glad a lot of people came to this table to talk to us about their
problems. In the fall when we yo back to Yellowknife we are going to start discussing these
problems to the Assembly when we are sitting 1n Yellowknife. We will not forget your presentation
to us tonight. Fort Resolution Is a very nice community and everywhere else that we go we are 
always welcome because they want to give us their views on what they think about the housing 1n 
their community. We are going to s 11 In Yellowknife this November and we are going to discuss the 
senior citizens situation. If you have any other views that you wish to express you can write to 
us 1n Yellowknife or contact your MLA 1n your community. Mahsl cho.

— ADJOURNMENT
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

FORT SMITH, AUGUST 22. Ш 4 

MEETING WITH FORT SMITH HOUSING AUTHORITY

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Just move your thairs around and si .ch that mike around because when we
are going through 1t we keep recordings of everything that goe on. In the case of Joe and Ludy we 
do instantaneous translation 1n Inuktltuk and I hope someone will be here soon to do the 
translation but that should not deter you from starting now, ts both Members understand the English 
language enough to get 1t going. I will ask you Angle, if yuu will, just speak into the microphone 
so It can be recorded.

MS ANGIE BEVINGTON: First of all I would like to welcome you gentlemen and lady to Fort Smith and
we hope that you have had a pleasant vist> so far. Our chairman was unable to attend today, he had
to go to Yellowknife so I am vice-chairman therefore I will be taking his place.

On my left 1s Dora Jones, she is a new member on the board. To my Immediate right 1s Karen Bohnet 
who Is our manager, next to Karen Is Margaret Shott she had been on the board a few years ago and 
she Is back with us again and on my extreme right is Yvonne Kaskamln, a new board member also.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much, Angle. I just want to Indicate who we were and what 
we are. We are a special committee of the Legislature appointed by the Legislature, not the 
government and not appointed by the Housing Corporation. We are a special committee of MLAs and as 
well as Ludy Pudluk, who 1s the co-chairman with me, we usually make note of the fact that not very 
often a group or public gets to such a number. We have six members of the committee full time and
we have four alternate Members. In some instances we have had a full compliment of 10 people but
1t 1s not very often that we get out or people in communities get a chance to talk to 10 MLAs at 
one time. That represents just under about 70 odd per cent of the total Legislative-Assembly. I 
think that Is worth-while noting that it gives you an opportunity because we have such a good 
membership in our committee that when we hear presentations or representations from Individuals or 
people that you have a good start If you can convince this group that things may be brought about.

We are here to listen to concerns about housing in Fort Smith. We have been already to the High 
Arctic and we have been to the Baffin, we have been to the Mackenzie Valley from Fort Franklin to 
Tuktoyaktuk. We will be going 1n September for about 12 or 13 days into the Central Arctic, 
Kitlkmeot from Holman Island, Sachs, Pel 1 y Bay, Spence Bay, Gjoa Haven, Coppermine and Cambridge. 
In October we will go and visit communities 1n the Keewatin.

We are responsible to the Legislature in that we must make a report in November session. In fact 
the session starts October 31st and I hope that we do not have to make our report on Hallow'en day
because we want to do It with a little more reality to 11. Nevertheless, we are to make a report 
to the Legislature in the fall session. What we will do is make this interim report and try to 
bring about some kind of changes within the budget of the NWT government which will come out next 
February and March. Our time is very short because we have heard already from such a large number 
of people in the communities. I think when It is all over we will have well over 1000
presentations made to us and we will have visited about 40 of the 70 communities 1n the Northwest
Territories.

So that 1s an indication of who we are, what we represent, why we are here, where we have been and 
what we are going to do. We do not have any answers to any questions that you have. I want to
make It perfectly clear that we are not part of the Housing Corporation or part of the GNWT, that 
1s the Executive Council. We are a group of MLAs.
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So, with that Introduction we very well may have questions of you after you make your presentation 
but I wanted to make 1t clear that we do not have the answers, that 1s why we are around. Me are 
here to listen to people give their concerns about housing and when 1t comes back, hopefully that 
we will be able to take care of some of the concerns 1n our Interim report. So with that we will 
start.

M3 ANGIE ôti/ĨNúiUN: Mr, McCallum, I understand that you had taken the group on a little tour of
the town.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Yes, we have been around the town.

MS ANGIE BEVINGTON: We have 104 units, 28 are senior citizens, two are northern rental and 74 are 
public housing. We had hoped to have our manager take you to one or two of our units to see what
they are H k e  Inside. A good one and one that has been damaged by tenants or has had rough
treatment.

When we found out that you were coming, we were not exactly sure whether you would have a set of 
questions for us to answer or just what you are looking for. We have a few ideas that we would 
like to present to you.

One of our problems Is the shortage of one and two bedroom units. We have quite a number of
applicants who are looking for these units and we do not have enough of those. We had expressed
the Idea that possibly we could have some of our three and four bedroom units converted into suites 
to house two small families rather than have the units given to somebody who did not really need
such a large unit. However, 1t 1s not working out very well.

We have also tried putting two single parents with maybe a child each, In a three or four bedroom
unit and that has not always worked very well. I should tell you that we have 54 three bedroom 
units which at one time, families were larger but now they seem to be smaller and we really do not 
need that many. That Is a little over-balanced. We have eight four bedroom units and we have only
four two bedroom units and we have eight bachelor units which In this day, when we have so many
young people, Is not the right balance of accommodation.

Right now we have 14 applicants for bachelor units, 16 applicants for two bedroom units and only 
four applicants for three or four bedroom units.

Our board and staff with the aid of the corporation is doing the best we can with what we have to 
work with and to operate smoothly. We feel unhappy that we cannot accommodate some of the people 
that require one and two bedroom units and bachelor units. We had a meeting last night and we had 
a young girl who was looking for a bachelor unit and there Is just nothing that she can find in
town and she was most unhappy 1n not being able to find one.

We have problems and many of them are with the tenants themselves. Quality of care by tenants Is 
often not very good. We have some very good tenants who are taking good care of the units but we 
have the odd one that gets pretty badly shaken up. We find, as you realize, our minimum rent Is 
$32 a month and we find that the biggest damage Is done by the occupants of the units where they 
are paying only $32 a month. Those tenants who have jobs, both working or one person working, seem 
to look after the units much better.

I think I will ask our manager to speak on the rent scales because she is very familiar with it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Just before you go Angie. Do any of the Members have questions to Mrs.
Bevington's opening remarks? Mr. Pedersen.

MR, PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You mentioned that you wanted to convert some three and
four bedroom units to multiple units. Do you have any three or four bedrooms unoccupied available 
for such purposes?

MS KAREN BOHNET: We have approximately 10 units that are sort of a split level type. They have a
living room, kitchen and two bedrooms upstairs and in the downstairs there is another bedroom and 
the rest of the basement 1s not finished which could be made into another living room, kitchen and 
a second bedroom as well. We would have to put in a second entrance so that you would separate the 
entrance going upstairs and it would be made into a sort of basement suite. The windows downstairs 
are all ground level and there is a large window in the area that would be for the living room.



These units are all occupied at present so it would mean moving people around while the renovations 
are being done.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Angie, when you say you have had problems with some of your tenants as far as 
causing damage is concerned and the tenants that pay the lowest rent seem to be the worse 
culprits. I wonder do you have any form of education program to explain to tenants their 
responsibility and maybe you could give us a little detail about that.

MS ANGIE BEVINGTON: As far as I know, no. This is something that I have talked about and
suggested, that possibly we should start a program like that. I do not know how well it would go 
over because sometimes a lady may resent being told that this is how you do this and this 1s how 
you look after the fridge and the stove. One thing we are doing now, if I may digress a bit, Is 
starting to purchase self-defrosting fridges because we have had a problem where people will not 
defrost their fridges and consequently they use knives or something to take the ice off and they 
are ruining the fridges. So, that is one of the methods we are using and hoping to sort of take 
care of our properties. Also, we have stopped supplying washers and dryers.

Going back to the other, we really haven't, I must confess, unless the social services and the 
home care people are doing something, I really do not know.

MR. BALLANTYNE: We have run into the same problem in other communities and apparently the Housing 
Corporation itself has not developed any sort of education program. But individual housing 
associations and authorities, on at least two occasions that I recall, have done it with a certain 
amount of success. They found that after the people have been educated as to how to look after the 
houses that that has really improved considerably. So it is really something that you should 
think about.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a question for Karen. Do you have funds for
renovations to these three and four bedroom units to be converted?

MS KAREN BOHNET: No, we do not have the funds for that nor do our staff have the time to go in and 
lay out plans and make up a proper proposal.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any further questions from the Members?

MS KAREN BOHNET: I just listed down a couple of items that have been concerns from various people 
and from ourselves. We feel the $32 minimum is way too low. There is absolutely no incentive for 
people who are not working to go to work. Why should they go to work when they can have a nice big 
three bedroom house and all they have to pay is their power and $32 rent which nine times out of 10 
the social services is paying for them anyway. These are the ones that are not looking after their 
houses and I don't think it is a problem that they do not know how to look after them, they just 
don't bother.

Also, the 25 per cent of the gross income for the rent scale. They are being charged a percentage 
of an income that they don't see because they do not see the dollars that go to income tax, CPP or 
UIC. Yet they are paying a percentage of that out of their net income onto their rent and as soon 
as they go to work and they make a few dollars more, their rent goes up. So, they think why should 
I go to work. The rent scale does not provide any type of incentive for them to look after their 
houses or to even want to go out and go to work.

The same with government staff, now that the territorial government is getting out of housing and 
we do have some people that are already in our housing and then they get government jobs and right 
away they are told they cannot have their housing allowance because they are living in public 
housing, unless their wages come to an amount where they are paying the maximum rent, then they are 
able to obtain it. Which is rather unfair to them too and which again discourages them from going 
to find a job.

One thing that would be of aid to the authority would be better legal advice. We use to use a 
fellow out of the Justice department in Yellowknife but we never got anything done. Now we are 
trying to use a fellow in town but we don't seem to be getting too much done there either. They do 
not know how the authority runs, he is not overly familiar with the Landlord and Tenant Ordinance
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and so on, along the lines of collecting arrears from people and speeding up the process of 
eviction because nine times out of 10 when you evict someone they just take It out on you by 
demolishing the house.

One other thing that I wanted to question was the R and R program and the HAP program, ĩt 1s my 
understanding that In both programs when a person applies, the approximate maximum salary they can 
have 1s around $25,000 a year, which seems to be rather unfair when on one program you get a house 
on a forgivable grant and the other program Is a 25 year mortgage. You are making payments other 
than just your utilities, you are also making a mortgage payment where on the other hand you are 
not. The maximum for the applicant there should be different range. Those are the main things 
that I had listed.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any questions of Mrs. Bohnet? In dealing with this whole
business of rental scale and of course dealing with the HAP program and there are three R and R 1n 
town. Have they been picked up as yet?

MS KAREN BOHNET: Two of them have.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any questions? I have a couple questions, Karen. When you
talk about 25 per cent of the rental scale, are you suggesting 1t should be more or less?

MS KAREN BOHNET: I am suggesting that it should be less, taken off the net rather than the gross
if necessary.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): One other thing, when you talk about the R and R and HAP program. The R 
and R maximum fluctuates depending upon the area. Here, I think It Is $25,000. What are you 
suggestions on that, are you suggesting that It should be less or more?

MS KAREN BOHNET: I suggest for the R and R that they should be able to be allowed to make more
because their expenses are more.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Would you like to offer a figure?

MS KAREN BOHNET: I would say at least maybe a $10,000 difference between the two.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): If a family has a gross income of $35,000 they should be able to get in
on that mortgage?

MS KAREN BOHNET: I would think so.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anyone else have questions?

MS ANGIE BEVINGTON: Another idea with regard to the rent that we had tossed about, was charging
rent according to the size of the units. A set scale, so much for a four bedroom unit, etc. That 
may be a way we could do it too.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Rather than based on the income of the family. If it is an extended
family, the more people that work, the higher the rent goes. You are saying that it should not be 
that way. It should be on what the unit is worth, regardless of the number of people who
contribute to the money coming into the unit.

MS ANGIE BEVINGTON: Well, that could be another way of doing 1t. We had discussed that. I wonder
if any of the other board members would like to make a comment of any kind? Yvonne.

MS YVONNE KASKAMIN: I would just like to make a couple of comments about damages. I was in three
units today making rounds and doing inspections. Two of them were left very clean and satisfactory 
and one, just off the top of my head, I would say had between $2500 and $3000 worth of damage to 
it. I would like to emphasize that point. The other thing is that I wanted to ask if this 
committee is open to new alternatives regarding housing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Let me answer the second. The second is absolutely correct. We are
looking for suggestions of any kind of changes that may come about or people may have about 
housing. We are open to any kinds of suggestions and the more that we get, the better. That is 
why I was indicating the specifics in terms of it.
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I think that Is the only thing that we would have to go on. If we get specific recommendation then 
we can discuss these amongst ourselves and try to bring It In line with what we have heard 1n other 
communities. I should Indicate to you that the concerns you have raised are no different than the 
concerns that we have heard In many of the cutimun i 11 es that we have been to.

The rental scale Is something that comes up all the time. Too low a maximum of gross Income for 
rural and remote, 1s another topic that has been raised. The business of 25 per cent of the net 
Income I think has been a topic that has been raised by a number of Members of this committee on 
different occasions In other communities. The business of the care of units, the eviction policies 
that you have, whether they are written or whether they are just ad hoc policies that you mê y have 
of the authority. I should say that I think this Is the first area we have been to with an 
authority, we have been mostly dealing with housing associations because there are not that many 
authorities In the Territories.

Yes Mrs. Kaskamln, we are open to suggestions from anybody about any aspect of housing. We have 
been concerned primarily with the allocation, and the delivery. The allocation of housing to a 
community and then the allocation within the community to whomever. With delivery, how public 
housing Is delivered to the people of the communities. Other areas, we are concerned with the 
construction and In all other aspects, but any aspect of housing that you feel Is worth-while for 
us to hear then we will be more than willing to hear your suggestions. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am glad that Mrs. Bohnet brought up the question about the
rent scale based on rent. In a lot of the communities that I have been to, I have been trying to 
lead the witness to give us that kind of a statement. There Is one community and It has been 
Identified that the rent scale Is unfair.

One of the questions that I wanted to ask 1s with regard to the design and the construction. Who 
actually Is responsible for that, Is that still with the district office? Do you have any say or a 
certain selection that you probably could chose from and do you have any say In who constructs the 
bulldings?

MS ANGIE BEVINGTON: No, I don't believe we have much say. The three houses that were put up by 
the corporation that are rural and remote, we had no say In that.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you. I believe this is one of the main problems with the district office right 
now and probably we need to change that whole structure. In your opinion, do you feel that maybe 
the Housing Corporation or even the district offices should be more of a funding agency and that 
the responsibllity of the design, the construction of the units should be left up to the 
associations?

MS KAREN BOHNET: I wouldn't say that it should be left up to them totally because with the board,
the authority, none of them are architects. I think they should be asked for their opinions but I 
do not think that it should be just dumped in their lap and say "Here's your money, you decide what 
you want to do with it".

MR. GARGAN: In most of the communities that we have been to, most of the designs of arctic compact
and they are all done somewhere 1n Manitoba or those areas and most of it is to such a high 
standard that it is hard to use local resources. Also, the metric system is another factor. These 
are the kind of problems we have heard and it is up to the district offices to go to the architects 
usually done south, to make selections of houses. For example, there are companies in B.C. and
Alberta that do build good homes at a reasonable price and as long as it goes over the building
code then that is all that really matters.

MS KAREN BOHNET: The community should have a say on the type of house but the three R and Rs that 
we have here, I know that the Hay River office had a completely different design. They did not get 
what they wanted. Yellowknife changed it. I

I think there could be some revamping in the construction division in Yellowknife. Even the two
bedroom units that we have here have been goofed up. In fact they built them but they never
finished the landscaping, they did not put up any kind of fencing and I still have a battle royal
going on for the last two years trying to get the yards done up. Now, where those designs came 
from, I do not know, but those too were not constructed or designed to suit the northern cold 
weather.
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IiLfí Sĩ ??fUn tS thr\.uWe have th,at were turned over through the government, or bought that were 
V U U ’ some.of then] were older and some of them were like the trailers, like In two parts 

where they are moved up and then put together. The Insulation and stuff In them 1s Just terrible

throuahWtheewhnĩp vbUl1d"UP <П corners and Уои can fee1 the draft going right

S i . 1" ?  stratTon d - „.aînĩ enanĩ’e t h o T e ^ V e
НпосГн6 Sttre y°! fS íu with1n your bud9et- But when 1t comes to fuel, power and utilities, 1t 

no o l tef L ĩ hatb hL r ^ Sn ^ 1tn f c ,11J9et covered- We11» rather than spending an extra 
thåt’need t o ï e  donehy 1 Ш в  th® J100,00° and f1x UP the houses. Things like that are things

When we trave11ed 1" the Delta was that as far as the district 
eJ \ n°  <ĩe t „9Ulder11пеЛ  or P°lic1es to who 1s eligible for what programs. This has

when was in the ÍĩsÎHrt ĩffirp л Г г  'Ĩ Й  $33'°°° and Fort SimPso" 1 th1nk 11 was »0,000 and
betwJn m n th/nHd t?x nnn fU  d ,Forb s1lĩ|PS0n 1s Part of that same district, I was quoted
that v!u c a n T  a h l f ĩ h î 0 ' If y°U ïîke uthat then you are eligible and If you make below

Cuafl a b o v e  that you are making too much money. So really the district office sort of 
chooses whatever number they want to come up with and use that as a figure. Probably if 
d?ffpJpnHS t",ent tL the district office from the same community, they probably would be quoted
differently too. There Is no clear policy and this we hope we can change. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any further questions? Mr. Ballantyne.

me"t1or!ed bef°re’ this Is only the second housing authority that we have 
*P°k e ь V 5' Generally you have housing associations. Perhaps you could tell me the difference 1f 
! « » п Н д п еП УОиГ resPons1b,lity and how you are chosen from the housing association which 1s

,y "f, b te;A"tts “  «here ,s “  c,Kt,°" »' tenmts for th" board of
directors. Could you tell me the difference between yours and a housing association.

S w A|!r:IL B,EVIr!GT0.N: 0ur board consists mostly of volunteers. We have advertised for board members 
Dfts1Hniïcad thiunîhers put 1!?е r n?mes Forward. In the case where there were more volunteers than 
selected!’ У WerS Ch°Se" У 3 matter 0f VOtin9 amongst the board members that were already

We bave dec1ded b0 Increase the number of board members from eight to 10 and we 
madea11owance for four board members to be tenants and to hold positions for one year The 

other board members hold their positions for two years, however, at our last general meeUnq we had

oterhl,ePT n r ™ Ut.„0fbiS"aniSH- !' r re f°r f»“r bo.'rd members who" J r b S  w  didnot have a quorum so we could not choose. We had one volunteer, so conseauentlv we have six
E S? : L f  " * «  *°’“? « . rei « Ч  one who Is a tenant right no». T h e « j o r í , ' S r o ĩ r A m b e r s  lie 
not tenants or at least they are not chosen from the tenant section.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

h m i s f n n ^ s c c n r Tbank. y.ou‘ Mother concern that we heard from other corrmunlties is that the

d9oes or n thp3n n, n h T h r V sev ‘he h0USln9- authority* really ba* very little power and In 
f ° n 4 9h ji b f<?r corP°ratl°n- You have to collect the rent, you have to

otlfy people of an increase In rent, if worse comes to worse you have to evict people without anv

ínstanceh°here' ifVhfmïnri^î °Ut 1n \ nu?ber of meetings that perhaps it would be better if for 
In I * f th munc1P?1 council took over the responsibility for housing and the -  this Is
an idea, I can see some reactions and this is good. a

H o í s í í a V ^ ^  t0 the munciPal council Instead of directly to the
it ai a theory pn?nciple0.0k h’S f°r 1ndividua1s Evolved in this whole thing, just look at

— Laughter

MS KAREN BOHNET: Do you mean DPW as a muncipal department of public works or just the council?

resDonsiLblNI Ytn: tho°’ П (W°Un1d be au,thor1ty- In this Prem’se the authority would be directly 
Г  r î l  f L  that thpnC, ? ? L aT nrCl1 A nd, Pr0bta.bly .with a couple of alde™ a n ,  councillors, on It. 
that it- L y0U bhat îhe ratlona1e for tbat is that because a muncipal council is structured in a way 
that It has access to money to support staff and then there would be rrore power.
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If the municipality was dealing with the Housing Corporation rather than just the authority. Does 
the Idea have any merit or do you have any Ideas of how you would Improve that?

MS KAREN BOHNET: I disagree. 1 do not think that is a very good Idea at all. The council has
enough to do running the town, never mind running the authority. We have enough power. We have 
everything we need, the housing authority has the authority to do the jobs and the corporation 
backs us up whenever we have to do anything. The only time they will not back us up is when they
think we are wrong and I have yet to come across that and I have been here almost three years. 1
haven't heard of any cases prior to that where they did not back us up. We have their backing and 
we do what we have to do and I do not think that we have to get anyone else Involved.

We have always had a fairly good board with a fairly (jood representation of the different areas of 
town. We have tried to enlist a member representing the Metis Association and a member 
representing the band. We tried to have the tenants come forward and be represented but they did 
not seem to have enough Interest, so our authority consists of members that are strictly volunteer 
Individuals that are interested and I think they do a fair enough job.

MS DORA JONES: I am sorry, I just wish Karen would Include the maintenance service that we have.
I do not know 1f you are aware of the extent of our maintenance services.

MS KAREN BOHNET: Yes, until late we did have three servicemen. One supervisor and two servicemen
but our supervisor has resigned but our apprentice completes his apprenticeship so we will have a 
qualified journeyman again. We have a very good painter and they are very good at doing what they 
do which Is maintaining the units. We just wish we had more time and money, but doesn't 
everybody.
The only thing that we are lacking that would be really a necessity would be a proper building for 
a workshop because the one we have right now Is not located in a proper zoning area. It Is too
small, It floods every spring, we lose approximately six weeks of man hours a year due to this. It
would be Ideal if we could combine the administration office with the maintenance. I think we can 
run things quite well with the help of the corporation. I think the corporation has a few areas 
where there needs to be some changes made but I do not think we have to Involve the muncipal 
council.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Can you give us some examples of where you would like to see changes 1n the
corporation?

MS KAREN BOHNET: The one 1n the construction where they build houses and so on without consulting
the communities. The three houses they build here, they are not disasterous little houses or
anything but they definitely do not fit into this community, Things along that Une. They sent
down a guy from Yellowknife for three days to survey some lots where we have bachelor units and two 
bedroom units and he went back to Yellowknife and a contract was issued to do some work and the job 
still Is not done and nobody seems to know what is going on. There are just too many chiefs and 
not enough Indians type of thing. There is too much passing the buck. There should be some
straightening out along those lines. What is the proper chain of command, who is doing what and
when and where. In my experience so far, it has all been coming from Yellowknife.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I also have a suggestion here, maybe not as good as Mike's.
It 1s with regard to a credit system where a person takes the incentive to improve his house and
whatever materials or hours he puts Into it is used toward the rent. The other thing is with 
regard to tenants that do damage their dwelling, again too, they could work it off by working for 
the corporation.

MS ANGIE BEVINGTON: We have tried giving tenants paint to do some painting. We were told that
they could paint and then discovered that the job was very poorly done, so that is one thing we 
have discontinued. As far as making changes in the structures of the basements and so on, we have 
not really allowed the tenants to do that. We feel that 1f they want any changes done we can 
either agree or disagree with their request. We would rather do it ourselves than have a poor job.

MR. GARGAN: Your statement could be contradictory. If you want more control from the district
office then certainly the tenants should also be entitled to that option of wanting to change 
things. If we were to change the Housing Corporation certainly the association too has to change 
its attitude toward the tenants.
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MS KAREN BOHNET: That Is kind of a touchy subject, Vou see the tenants are renting a unit. Now
some tenants may move 1n and stay there two, three or 10 years and that is fine If they want to do 
their own paint Job or If they want to put up some wallpaper or 1f they want to put up a partition 
In the basement, If they stay there and they live with It. But what happens when the next tenant 
comes along, 1f they do not like that particular wallpaper or they have furniture that doss not 
iiiàlui ur they do not like the way they have partitioned off the basement or something. They can
say "We do not want the house like that", and then we have to go In there and change It. Things 
like that can occur as well. Like Angle mentioned, people will say they know how to do something 
and then they do 1t and It Is not done right. Then again, you do get people who do It and do It 
right, but how are you to know which ones do and which ones do not?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You only have here two northern rental units. Have you had
more and have you sold them? Is that why you only have two left?

MS KAREN BOHNET: Yes, we only have two left. We had I think 10 at one time but they have all been
sold off to the tenants that were living in them, except for the two that we have left now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there further questions of the Members? Perhaps I could just pose
one. Do you have a member or a representative on the authority from the town now?

MS ANGIE BEVINGTON: No, we do not.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is the authority made up of a tripartite agreement?

MS ANGIE BEVINGTON: I am sorry, do you mean the town council?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Yes. Is there nobody from the town council on the authority now?

MS ANGIE BEVINGTON: No.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Did there used to be?

MS ANGIE BEVINGTON: I do not think so, not In my time.

MS KAREN BOHNET: Excuse me, It 1s щу understanding that there was a member from town council and 
someone from CMHC and someone from the corporation that used to, along with the current board, do 
the selecting from whoever submitted their name for appointment to the board, but they did not 
actually sit on the board as a member of the authority.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): To get an idea, Karen, of what kind of income, either yearly or monthly
and a ballpark figure —  what kind of income do you get from the public housing? What Is the

total Income? What kind of rent do you get? Do you have a total ballpark figure?

MS KAREN BOHNET: Our assessments come to approximately $17,000 a month.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): For 74 units, is that correct?

MS KAREN BOHNET: That is for all 104 Including the senior citizens.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Okay, 104 and it is approximately $17,000 a month. What is your total
budget that you get from the corporation, ballpark again.

MS KAREN BOHNET: Something like $260,000.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): If I could just very quickly take up from where Mr. Ballantyne started,
we have had representation from other communities and towns who suggest that the housing
association board, as Mr. Ballantyne had indicated, responsible to the community, that Is to the 
local government, the town or village council and in some cases the band council or whatever. The 
concern is that housing is a community problem, it is not just the problem of an individual and 
since the local government, if you like, is involved with community problems then it should, In 
their minds, just follow that the town should be involved. Now we have an indication from you,
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collectively, If I may, that that Is not the way you would see 1t here In Fort Smith, you do not 
think that the municipal government should be Involved with the housing. Just to Indicate to you 
that that Is the basic rationale for havlna л community Involved become fiûüîHiÿ !» a umnuniiy 
ргйЫеш. I think tnat 1s why It would be raised. We have had that kind of representation made to 
us. Mrs. Bevlngton, you Indicated In the first place that you have a shortage of one and two 
bedroom units and In actual fact you have a surplus of the three bedroom units, that Is, they are 
not properly utilized. If you were able to convert, do you see or do you suggest that there 1s a 
housing shortage?

MRS. ANGIE BEVINGTON: Yes, there Is a housing shortage 1n that respect.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): If you were to convert the three or four bedroom apartments 1n the manner
In which you suggest, would there still be a housing shortage 1n your opinion?

MRS. ANGIE BEVINGTON: I think we would still be short of the bachelor units. As you know our
young people have grown up and there 1s no place with the parents. If they get married they are 
overcrowded because a lot of them are living with parents, and they want to be out on their own. 
And the young single ones want to be out on their own. We have 19 year olds —  that Is the minimum 
age we can rent to —  19 and 20 year olds who are looking for their own accommodation and there Is 
none available. Excuse me, I think Mrs. Kaskamlm wants to speak.

MRS. YVONNE KASKAMIM: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I can go along with the fact that there 1s a housing
shortage here 1n Fort Smith. I would like to ask the question, has there been money allocated for
new housing? Do you folks know anything about that? And If so, when is the deadline to submit a 
proposal?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Well, again, I think those are questions that you would have to ask of
the corporation. We do not know but we have some Idea through a budget exercise that there are 
moneys obviously for public housing. Whether 1n fact Fort Smith Is to get new public housing this 
year, we will have to wait and see from our budget that the government brings forward which we will 
not see publicly until January or February.

MRS. YVONNE KASKAMIM: Okay, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I am sorry, I guess we are not really 1n the know with the corporation
because we are not part of the corporation. We get an idea of what the corporation Is going to 
plan through last years budget, but that can change depending upon the Input of district offices 
that we would not be made aware of unless the Minister took it upon himself to inform individual
MLAs that you are either going to get it or you are not going to get any.

MR. BALLANTYNE: One thing I will say though is that if you have not at this point made an
application, It 1s getting very, very late because they are really finalizing next years budget 
right now. So if you want to do what I suggest, you do It yesterday.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mrs. Lawrence?

MRS. LAWRENCE: I just wanted to comment to Mrs. Kaskamlm that that would be a good question to ask
your MLA at another time, not as a committee Member, but as your elected representative.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I just have one further question of the association. Do you have a
policy for eviction? Is 1t stated, written or ad hoc?

MRS. ANGIE BEVINGTON: Yes, we have.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): If so, could we get a copy of it? Is it public? It must be public 1f
you have one.

MS KAREN BOHNET: Excuse me, I am not sure just what you mean by stated policy?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Well, you have a process whereby you evict people. Is it a written
policy? Is there a certain process by which you evaluate a tenant before you evict that tenant? 
Is It a written one, is it a stated policy, or is it simply something that you meet on an
individual basis?
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!SiïffEïhî°!!NET! N0’i jh 1S n0t 4 wrUten po,1icy- Basically U  comes with non-payment of rent, 
»m Íh S ^ ег® *re comP^a|[’ts or fessons to believe that someone 1s neglecting their unit or not 
abiding by their lease, then an eviction notice Is served. But there Is really no stated policy.

Ch a i k m a n (Mr. McCall urn): Do you have many tenants In arrears, and could you give me a ballpark
figure of how much money would be arrears from tenants? ’ v

MS KAREN BOHNET: Current tenants or previous tenants?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Whatever.

rnrrilE\ l ° l NfcT: rPk 7,1ouS tenants* we have a lot of arrears that we have been unable to collect. 
Current tenants, I believe we have maybe four or five.

^ 9 0 ^ 7 0 ^ 5 0  о?С! о о Г ,: Whât percentage of the assessed rent 1s actually taken 1n? Are you close

MS KAREN BOHNET: We have been running very close to 100 per cent almost each month.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan?

nü: Thank M r - Chairman. With regard to the housing programs that are 1n place right
Î5' "<“  Ass,sti"ce p™9r«», the SSHAG, the senior dt'teis m d  ilsi 

the public housing, which would you prefer here in the community of Fort Smith? Is there a lot of 
ncenttve for home-ownership for example, or Is more of a gearing toward public housing befauJe 
they cannot afford home-ownership? What Is your Impression. "

« î n . ' î h e r j ^ r j ;
the píbîlcreta"?„rfor » c o S l f L . TI’ey *  h" e the lnCOme t0 rent prl,atc,J sp

MR. GARGAN: Are there people in the public units that are looking for alternative housing?

Ü L t AS  В0Н^ Т Ч  X s* 1 wo,uld think a 9°od many of them are. I was just going to say that in the 
he*ar*i,m0st of th^ rura and remote clients, not just the three R and Rs that were built and

Ï Ï s e bcUÎleî?sreweaiee oW m S ' Ï Î M Î !  that ^  b°U9ht °" the R and R p" * ” "- the of

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Just one further question along the same Unes
employees are now in public housing? How many government

MS KAREN BOHNET: I would say I have maybe only about 10, If that. I do not have all that many.

S K  p S o S »10 out o f 104 ”" , t s  th ” 9h t t a t  are 0ССРр,ей *  °p

™  ?°uNET4  Yes- Th,ey are e1ther the leasee, the head of the household, or his spouse has 
gotten job, not necessarily that they were government employees when they became tenants* but are

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That begs a further question if I may.
tnat, having government employees occupying public housing?

What does the board feel about

majority*of d° f n0t m,1nd U V Thfy are paying ful1 rent* $60° or $650p and the
îfthiyqualifv and S? let,US faci  itp there 1s a financial element involved too and
u  tney qualify and are good tenants and pay their rent, we are quite happy with the Income We 
have about a third of the units that are $32 tenants. So about 30 are paying $32 a month for Ĩ

cornent^ but' Г ^ е ^ г ' i.il/L"04 Л° "юпоро’.,2е this «  I am sure other Members would want to 
cånĩSt affointn h1 j < havtL the other gestion. Public housing is for people who normally
5 Г employees who are hv Í i  U r ĩ * op®n .?|arkf -  *°u are using 10 units for Government of the 

emP |0yees «no are, by and large, eligible for a housing subsidy of $450 a month, does it not



follow then that there must be some other people around who are looking for units that you would
better serve regardless of the financing, the money Involved? You know public housing is for
people who cannot afford it. Those who are worklno for thp territorial government are getting o
salary plus $450 a month, and 1f it is a husband and'wife they are getting $10,800 a year, right?

MS KAREN BOHNET: If I could speak, I have one young couple right now. He works seasonally with
forestry and she has been mostly unemployed and she just now has obtained a Job with the
territorial government but the territorial government 1s getting out of housing and even when they 
were in housing, you were not eligible to apply and obtain their housing 1f you were hired locally, 
only if you were hired from outside. In their particular instance, prior to her getting her job, 
with his income they were under the maximum. They were not making enough money to pay the maximum 
rent which we use here, the market rent, which is equal to what is being charged in the private 
sector.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Again, it intrigues me. Are you saying that local hires under the
territorial government are not eligible for government housing?

MS KAREN BOHNET: This is what they have been told and this is what has been happening.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Federal government I know, but I cannot believe that the territorial
government local hires are not eligible for housing.

MS KAREN BOHNET: Territorial as well, that is right.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I just want to make sure that Chris is going to notice that when we come
to it. That is a question I would like Chris to put an asterik along that part of it. I do not 
know whether we have heard that before in other communities, that local hires for the territorial 
government are not eligible for territorial housing. The federal government we know that if they 
hire locally they do not provide federal housing. I should say to you that we have another public 
meeting at 7:30. I am not trying to cut this off. We will continue for a few minutes but we would 
like to break it off because I do not think that what we are discussing here should be public. 
Sam?

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. With regard to the point system that is being used, I
believe that when you apply for public houses, R and R or the HAP program, I am just wondering, are 
you using that kind of a point system now or do you just go on the need more than the income, or 
whether you have been living in low rental before and that sort of stuff?

MS KAREN BOHNET: When we have a unit available, the board reviews all the applicants and looks at 
all their individual situations, financially, where they are currently residing, they look at all 
of them, past records as well, if they have been former tenants, they look at all of it and try to 
make the best selection they can to accommodate the people that are in need of housing.

MRS. ANGIE BEVINGTON: We also consider the length of residence in the town. We do not give
housing to people who have just moved in. We always give preference to long-time residents first. 
Karen mentioned very briefly hiring a lawyer for the association. We think that would be a very 
good idea. Perhaps you could put a big one or two or a big star beside that because that is a very 
important issue.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Further questions from either your side or our side? Well, if there are 
not, I would like to thank you very much for being here. Again, I am not trying to shut things 
off. I appreciate the opportunity for our Members to be able to hear the concerns that you have. 
As I had indicated in the beginning, we are here to listen and inquire of you. We do not have the 
answers. We are not associated with the corporation nor the Executive Council of the government. 
We are set up by the Legislature. We will take your concerns very seriously and the
recommendations you did make because, as I said, they are not different than what we have heard in 
other communities. We will be making an interim report in November when this Legislature next sits 
and hopefully we will be able to do something with some of the concerns that you raised. We are 
not promising that we will take yours and make those as a priority. We have to put it In 
perspective of the totality but there are distinct differences in various parts of the Territories 
so therefore we would take that. Again, I want to thank you on behalf of the board for coming here 
and sharing with us your concerns. I hope it has been worth-while for you because I know it has 
been for us. Thank you very much.
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MRS. ANGIE BEVINGTON: Thank you ladles and gentlemen. I also do want to say that there Is a
difference between a housing authority and a housing association and I think the housing authority 
is possibly more unbiased than the association because we are not tenants running our own thlnq. I 
wish you success In your further trips. s

CHAIRMAN (Mr, McCallum): It makes you more objective.

MRS. ANGIE BEVINGTON: I guess that Is the word I was trying to think of. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, McCallum): Thank you very kindly again.

— ADJOURNMENT

MEETING WITH FORT SMITH PUBLIC

I would like to begin the meeting now although we are seven or eight 
minutes behind and I would like to begin the meeting by Indicating to you what this coimilttee Is or

mi L WL f ren aĸd fíy ?r? í ere' t0 91 ve you an ,dea of what we are t0 d°* We are a coimilttee of 
NthefhLe9fS T tUI?* aS. 3 re?.u U  of a mtlon by my co-cfia1rman, Mr. Pudluk, to look Into 

housing In the Northwest Territories. We are not part of the Housing Corporation, nor are we part
21 r r r n,ti A XeCU<t,Vf1.C0unc11- We bave no answers to the questions you might possibly have. 
We are here to listen to the concerns of the people nf the community with regard to any and all 
aspects of housing. In the beginning we thought we would deal with the problems of the 

к0П’ allocation and the financing of public housing, but we have heard concerns about a 
great number of aspects of housing across the Territories.

l L Arun<°ld .МсСД 11ш| and I am the MLA for Fort Smith. My co-chairman 1s Ludy Pudluk who Is 
MLA for the High Arctic and 1s from Resolute Bay. To my far left If Joe Arlooktoo who 1s the 
и « ? еяпн°п Baff,1n rSouth and he 11ves 1n Lake Harbour. Mr. Red Pedersen 1s a Member for Kltlkmeot 
West and lives 1n Coppermine. Mrs. Eliza Lawrence is MLA for Tu Nedhe and lives in Yellowknife but 
b a s k a H y  represents the area in Fort Resolution. To my far right Is Mr. Sam GargSn who k  MLA for

HnîeCh0MandM ívesn ? F*0rt Pr 0Vldfnce- Mr- John T 'Seleie' MLA for Sahtu who lives 1n Fort Good 
Hope. Mr. Mike Ballantyne 1s MLA for Yellowknife North and lives in Yellowknife. We have Penny
înükt?tiî°Jrt UT 0 1 ° : ^  nht0r;h We hiT  our, Interpreters who interpret simultaneous English to 
inuktltut and vice versa when the occasion arises, since we have two Members who speak Inuktitut. 
We have Chris who 1s our technician as well.

tn 3S J  *Sa1?i fc? concerns of housing, any and all aspects of housing. We are
ГЛР°Го A°j the Legislative Assembly In November about the findings thus far. We have 

h l w ! ^  approximately 10 or 11 communities. We have been to the High Arctic. We
have been to the Mackenzie Valley and into the Beaufort from Fort Franklin to Tuktoyaktuk and just
FnrthPrn»i2!nLSW "u9 h3Ve Detah» Lac la Martre, Resolution, Fort Simpson, Snowdrift and
Í Z Ĩ  Г„°н1?ь * i n W w d,re A ' V 0 90 t0 the Central Arctic or the Kitikmeot area, both east and 

w L b? d(lne J n, SePtember. In October we go as well to the Keewatin. What we will 
attempt to do would be to take the concerns and suggestions of people that we have heard from 
necessarv"У Л  и У ”rittfn Presentation, to make some kind of changes -  if those changes are 
anythlng^elVe 4 h US ng n the Northwest Territories. I am not sure whether I need go into

ÜÜvnmf ?et prev1°usly w1th the local housing authority and heard their concerns. They are very 
we come to make those concerns public if they wish to and to add further to any kind of concert 
îut in !h^aISed here' , l recT Ue that U  is difficult at the best of times to Jet Jeople to come

meetings In ;therC" S i t i e s  №  ^  meeti"9S 1n °ther conmuni'ties- have had long

c WaA  t0 rindicate* 1s "ot Pact of the Housing Corporation and we are not part 
, к „ Л Г еГЛ,ТГ *  S Ex®cutlve Council. Our mandate comes from the Legislature as a whole. With 
w n i % h ™  °+?n ng remarks, unless our co-chairman, Mr. Pudluk, would like to make a few remarks, we 
hmiiinn °WMrheDmHietJ9n9 п РеА  t0 anybody wh0 wou1d wish t0 make comments on housing or any aspect of 
remaíks? ĩ  Would any other Members of the committee who would like to make any opening

ÎĨ 1 !*ou.ld as.k y°u to> if you are to make any kind of presentation to us, to take the seat

Tdentify t ouÍ-m Î ?  DHnr0Pth0ne t ■He reCOrd everyt.hin9 that is bein9 given to us. I would ask you to 
yo.ur?a1f prior t0. making a representation to us so that we can make sure that when we ao 

back through these transcripts that we know just who is saying what. You need not bother slowing9
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down 1n speaking because our interpreters are very competent and 1t Is simultaneous. That does not 
mean that you can rev 1t up too fast but you do not have to pause and wait for them to do It, it 1s 
done simultaneously. So with those few opening remarks I would ask anybody to come forward and to 
miiVp * presentation or to give us your thoughts or concerns on housing 1n the community, In the 
town ofFort Smith, so I throw 1t open to you people.

MR. KIT SPENCE: Mr. Chairman, Members of the committee, my name 1s Kit Spence. This presentation 
to the committee Is made on behalf of the Metis Association of the Northwest Territories and as 
such covers not only Issues expressed to us by members of our association 1n Fort Smith but up and 
down the Mackenzie Valley.

The concerns expressed 1n this brief are ones that have been raised by our membership at various 
times 1n the past. Some of these members, however, are reluctant to bring their concerns forward 
1n a public forum such as this because of the fear that local housing authorities will take their 
concerns as crltlsms of their administration rather than as criticisms of the system as a whole.

Unfortunately, I haven't been able to provide you with written copies of this presentation, 
however, this will be done shortly. The executive of the Metis Association 1s unfortunately 
occupied with other responsibilities at the present time and therefore asked me to make this 
presentation.

Housing 1s obviously one of the Issues that Is of primary Importance to us all. The need for food, 
shelter and clothing are basic and In the North the need for adequate housing is essential. The 
days when the government could provide match boxes and five 12s are long past. Housing has 
Improved radically since these days with the development of new energy efficient designs and with 
the greater use of new log building technics. There is, however, still room for Improvement.

In this brief we are attempting to identify some of the problems and offer some solutions. 
Unfortunately, we do not have solutions to offer 1n all those cases and can only Identify the 
problems. Hopefully, this committee can identify some solutions in Its report to the Legislative 
Assembly.

There are a number of programs to house people 1n the North but the most important one for our 
membership at present Is the social housing program. And a number of concerns have been raised 
concerning this program including rent levels, overcrowding, maintenance and rehablHatlon, 
budgeting and the bureaucracy. I will try to deal with each briefly.

Rent levels. There Is a concern that the minimum rent level of $32 per unit that is charged to 
people with no income as opposed to 25 per cent of income which is charged to those with earnings 
may be a disincentive for some to work. There also appears to be little incentive on the part of 
some of those paying the minimum levels to be concerned about the conservation of energy since they 
are not aware of the actual cost for heating and electricity. The disincentive to work becomes 
more acute If both the head of the household and the spouse are working and both Incomes are taken 
Into account in determining the rent levels. The ceiling level, which is the market rate does 
provide some relief in this sort of case.

Overcrowding. In many communities there are serious problems with the lack of adequate numbers of 
units of social housing which results in families being required to live in units which are not 
large enough. This situation might be alleviated by providing more units and by identifying those 
who might take advantage of other programs such as home-ownership.

Maintenance, rehabiliation and budgeting. These points are all tied together and so should be 
dealt with together. The budget for utilities, particularly for heating is apparently an open 
ended budget so that heating costs are provided no matter what the budgeting is and that there is 
always heat in the unit when necessary. The budget, however, for maintenance is apparently fixed 
which means that not all the necessary maintenance and repairs can be carried out. It has been 
suggested that in the long term with rising fuel costs that there should be a greater concentration 
on the rehabilitation of certain units to bring them up to modern standards which would then reduce 
fuel costs and free up funds to do necessary maintenance.

Bureaucracy is a common problem to most of the housing programs. There is an Impression that there 
are too many levels of bureaucracies and too many agencies delivering programs related to housing 
and this makes it difficult for people to access all of these programs. Local housing associations 
or authorities do provide some alleviation of this problem but there may be some other mechanism to 
disseminate information on programs.
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That briefly covers the major Items of concerns with the social housing programs. There are a 
number of other programs that are of concern to our membership.

The primary ones are home-ownership programs like the former SSHAG program, now the Home Assistance 
Program funded by the territorial government, the northern rental purchase plan, also a territorial 
program and the rural and remote home-ownership program which Is a joint CMHC, Housing Corporation 
program.

More and more people are becoming Interested in owning their own homes and these programs are a 
great boom to those whose financial situation might not otherwise allow them to do so. The HAP 
program provides a home package to an owner/bullder who Is expected to put sweat equity Into the 
project. The problems that arise with this program occur when the owner/builder Is unable to 
provide that sweat equity and therefore has to find labour funds. The other problem aspect Is that 
the cost of land Is not Included 1n the assistance package. This presents a great problem In 
communities where serviced land may cost anywhere from $20,000 to $35,000.

CMHC roral and remote home-ownership program provides assistance to purchasers or builders and 
subsidizes the mortgage and operating costs of the unit. It Is a 75-25 federal territorial cost 
shared program. And unlike the HAP program provides financing for land as well as the house. The 
Legislative Assembly committee should give serious consideration to ameliorating the financing of 
this program and providing more units under this program.

Both programs are good programs but there are some drawbacks. While it was Initially expected that 
the participants In botn programs should be Involved 1n the start, there have been cases where 
homes have been built on speculation and then provided to clients. It has been argued that this 
diminishes some peoples participation 1n the process and thus their sense of responsibility. Some 
consideration should be given to examining this aspect of these programs.

A greater emphasis on programs like HAP and a greater effort to Identify clients who might take 
advantage of the rural and remote home-ownership program might free up units In social housing for 
those 1n need of those kinds of units.

The final program that deserves mention 1s the CMHC co-op housing program. This program funded the 
Borealis and Hillside projects in Yellowknife and Frobisher Bay and I am Informed is funding a 
project here 1n Fort Smith. While this 1s a completely federal program delivered through CMHC, the 
territorial government could play a role In providing information and assistance to prospective 
clients. The program requires that residents of the project be a mixture of those requiring 
subsidies like the people 1n social housing and those who don't. The development of more projects 
of this nature might also relieve the burden on existing social housing program systems.

I have mentioned the problem of bureaucracy previously In this presentation 1n reference to the 
social housing program. This problem is common to many of the other programs also mentiioned. The 
recent annual general assembly of the Metis Association passed a resolution calling for the 
establishment of a housing program. The impetus behind this resolution is two-fold. First, Is the 
difficulty that some of our membership have In dealing with the bureaucratic maze in the desire to 
have a single window approach to the issue and secondly, the need for a program that would provide 
labour funds to compliment the HAP program.

Some research has been done into what kind of a program we could establish. At present the best 
opportunity seems to be to become involved in CMHCs residential rehabilitation assistance program, 
the RAP program or the emergency repair program under the rural and remote housing that CMHC has. 
Both of these programs are designed for delivery by client groups such as the Metis Association and 
in fact in the mid 1970s the Metis Association delivered an emergency repair program. Eventually 
this was taken over by the now defunct Mackenzie Valley Housing Authority.

It is not likely that our association could become involved as the delivery agent at the present 
time because the two programs are funded on a fee for service basis. The fee schedule is $400 a 
unit for RAP and $225 a unit for ERP which would not be adequate to cover our costs. If some core 
type funding could be provided our association, we would be willing to seriously considered acting 
as the delivery agent for these and other programs.

This completes our formal presentation and members are requested to ask for elaboration or 
clarification on any of the points that have been raised and the Metis Association would like to 
thank the members of the committee for the opportunity to present their concerns and wish you well 
in your deliberations.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much, Mr. Spence. I am sure that there are members who 
may want to ask questions so if you would bear with us while we try to sort it out. Mr. 
Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Mr. Spence, your comment that you would like to see more emphasis on the rehab 
program. We've got a different message from a lot of the communities and I want to tell you some 
of the problems we have with the program and just get your comments about It.

1) The average cost per rehab now 1s $73,000 a unit. 2) When they are actually rehablng a house, 
that house Is taken out of the housing stock for that period of time that 1t Is being rehabed and 
we have situations where people have to actually live 1n tents when they are rehabing their house. 
3) You are not Increasing the housing stock in the Territories through a rehab program. 4) They 
are finding that some of the rehabs they did, for Instance 1n 1980, have to rehabed already. Th.y 
were done poorly.

So the thinking then In many of the communities Is that 1t might be better to take that money that 
would have been used in rehab, and I think It Is close to eight million dollars last year, and put 
that Into building new housing. 1 do not know what your feeling about that might be.

MR. KIT SPENCE: I can appreciate that, 1f you are paying $73,000 and this point was raised 
particularly with regard to Smith. I think that you could provide units for less than $73,000 a 
unit In Fort Smith. The point was not so much that the units should be rehabilitated but that 
units should be provided where not so much money is being spent on fuel and utilities so that there 
Is a greater pool of money to do the maintenance that is necessary in some of the units.

The argument was that so much money Is being spent on fuel that there is not enough money to be 
spent on adequate maintenance. Certainly if it is going to cost $73,000 to rehab, 1t does not 
Increase the stock but 1t Improves the stock and that 1s Important. Whether or not the rehab Is 
adequate, that's a management function. I think that they should ensure that whomever they are 
contracting 1s competent to do the work. But really the point is that shouldn't try to spend a lot 
of money on fuel in a house that has two by four studs, they should try to concentrate on spending 
the money on maintenance and do something about those houses that are blowing heat out the windows.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In your presentation you mentioned about where there is a 
number of families earning Income, their rent is based on the income from the head of the 
household. I wonder if it were to be changed, what would be the fairest way of assessing rent in 
that type of circumstance?

MR. KIT SPENCE: I think the point Mr. Chairman, was that we agree that 25 per cent of the head of 
the household and 25 per cent the gross less $75 for spouse and to a maximum of $75 for dependants 
who are earning income and a ceiling at the market level is reasonable. I think the point that was 
being made is that for some people they are almost better off if they are at the low end of the 
income scale not to bother to go out and get a job because so much of it goes to housing.

We don't have any solutions to offer to you and unfortunately we can only identify a problem. I 
don't think that there is any argument that 25 per cent —  CMHC sets that 32 per cent of Income Is 
a logical figure for a person to be spending on housing and utilities and for the corporation to 
charge 25 per cent -- with the scale of 25 per cent for the head of the household and the spouse 
and then the maximum was $75 being included as gross income for other dependants and the market 
rent as a ceiling is certainly fair. And we are not arguing with that part of the scale but there 
is however some suggestion that $32 is not adequate. Now obviously that $32 comes out of social 
assistance and it is really in a large sense not coming out of the individuals pocket in any 
event. So, I don't know how you would get around the problem.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Should the rent be based on gross or net income?

MR. KIT SPENCE: We have discussed this somewhat particularly with some of the executive members 
and while there is some misinformation I think among some people that you could end up paying $900, 
$1200 or $1500 if you had four people in the house working and it was based on everybody's gross 
income. But no, I don't think, that after discussing it with people on the executive, anybody 
disputes 25 per cent of gross income as being a fair number.
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MR. GARGAN: My other question 1s with regard to Incentive for employment. Do you think that 
people In the communities that work outside the communities, should their rent be based on wages 
that they earn outside the communities. For example, people that do work 1n Norman Wells, If they 
work outside the communities they are expected to pay accommodation the same as any of the 
communities but In actual fact they are paying two types of rent. So the incentive Is not there 
For them Lo go out of their community to work because they are paying two rents, one for the 
Housing Corporation and the other with Esso Resources.

MR. KIT SPENCE: Yes, I can see where that could lead to problems, however, the corporation has to 
base It on a person's gross Income. There may be some opportunity in cases like that and I can 
think of other places besides Norman Wells, Nanlslvlk and Polaris and things lixe that, where they 
have a rotational work force. Where that ssme consideration can be given to the fact that the 
person 1s paying double but 1t wasn't a point that any of our members have raised with us.

MR. GARGAN: With regard to the Inult as well as the Dene and the Metis population, a lot of the 
native people are still pursuing the traditional way of life, hunting and trapping. And there 1s 
really no such programs for these people, maybe a cottage program or something like that. So, 
these people don't necessarily have to build In the community but outside the communities. I 
wonder if you might have anything to say about that.

MR. KIT SPENCE: The fact Is that most of those people end up back 1n the community and keep their 
families 1n the community to a large extent, particularly for the school year. Trappers assistance 
does provide some assistance to people who go out on the trapline and I don't know if that is 
adequate to cover building what could be considered a residence outside of just a trapper's cabin. 
But If you are trying to house everybody and we have the problems of overcrowding and stuff it is 
difficult to look at providing somebody with essentially two homes, one on the line and one In 
town.

MR. GARGAN: I am bringing up these questions because I believe in 1969, when the transfer of 
housing programs were delivered to the territorial government there was such a thing as Eskimo 
housing program which was based on two dollars and the maximum was $67. Then it went tc include 
the Treaty Indians and that also included all the northerners. So what was at one time a program 
for the Inuits and Dene people, has sort of been put In one big pot and everybody benefits from 
this particular program.

The other thing too is that 1n 1969 when Jean Cretian was Minister of Indian Affairs, he did write 
to the territorial government with regard to the transfer of housing and that it would include the 
whole north. I believe at that time too was when the native organizations got together to create 
the Indian Brotherhood and eventually the Metis Association. I guess one of the Intent of the 
federal as well as the territorial government was to centralize the people so that maybe they do 
not pursue too much of the traditional way of life. Whether it was an honest Intention or 
Ignorance this is something that I have been questioning and most of the questions that I do ask is 
leading to that sort of thing to find answers to why all the incentives for housing programs are 
toward larger locations. Very little incentives for the hunters and trappers and that is what I 
was trying to get at.

MR. KIT SPENCE: Mr. Chairman, I can appreciate the concerns that Mr. Gargari is raising and if you 
look at some areas, a couple of points. On Reserve, Off Reserve Housing Program that is 
administered by the Department of Indian Affairs, in the south and northern parts of the provinces 
particularly northern Quebec and Labrador. I think if you look at the program that has been 
delivered from 1969 to 1984 and compare it to what was delivered in those areas from 1969 to 1984, 
you will find that program that has been delivered in the Northwest Territories has been far 
superior.

The other point is that whether what the centralization is to do is obstensibly to deliver 
services to people. To bring them into the community so social services could be delivered to 
them. I won't argue that point one way or the other but to house people on the trapline and to 
house them in town means that you are housing them twice.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Thank you. Do any other Members have questions or comments? Mr. 
Ballantyne.



- 591 -

MR. BALLANTYNE: Mr. Spence, In your presentation you mentioned the wish of the Metis Association 
to get Involved In the delivery of some of the housing programs that are now administered by the 
Housing Corporation or perhaps some of the ones administered directly by CMHC. I wonder were you 
referring to the central Mel is organization or to Metis locals actually delivering those programs?

W .  KIT SPENCE: The Metis Association has tried to function and the executive at the present time 
feels t‘-at the headquarters function should be fairly small and that the local themselves should be 
responsible for most of the programs. That the headquarters function should be to develop policy 
and to disseminate that policy to the local level. And that, for Instance, we have been funded for 
an economic development program, which will see an economic development program at each local 
level. But rather than having the fieldworkers or the economic development officers In each 
community responsible to the headquarters and paid by the headquarters, we feel that It should be a 
local responsibility because locals can better manage the people who are working for them, better 
keep track of whether or not the work Is being done and In the process develope an administrative 
capability on their own. I think at the present time what we are looking at Is to have the 
headquarters of the Metis Association do the leg work because we have the staff and personnel who 
can do 1t to develop a program but we would like to see it delivered as much as possible at the 
local level because that has been the thrust of the association overall.

But as I stated, 1t would be Impossible for us to deliver that program under the fee for service 
and there are really only two programs. Both of them being delivered directly by CMHC at the 
present time that we could get involved in. I think that the other side of it is that we could act 
as an Information service. I notice at the Housing Corporation that they have been collecting some 
booklets and leaflets that are good things about money management, how a family can manage their 
money and then by learning those kind of techniques can be better able to get Into home-ownership 
and how to go about securing a mortgage and things like that. If we can provide that vehicle for 
our members, some of whom are reluctant to go to government because they feel that they just qet 
shuffled from pillar to post and there are too many programs and it is difficult for them to decide 
where they best fit In.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I think, Mr. Spence, your concept of delivery at the local level falls in with 
what we heard in just about every community. In some communities, what they would be prepared to 
do Immediately 1s actual take-over of the total delivery of all of the programs. They would like 
to build the houses, they would like to decide on the design of the houses, they would like to let 
out the contracts for the housing using local labour, decide who is going to have the housing and 
they would like to take over each and every program. Do you see your organization, the Metis 
Association in the long term looking at that concept positively?

MR. KIT SPENCE: Certainly, we don't want to develop any redundant levels of bureaucracy and 
further confuse the situation. If that was being done on a local level then I don't think that 
there would have been any push from the people at the Assembly a couple of weeks ago, to set up a 
housing program. The fact is that they saw that as being an avenue to improve the delivery of the 
housing programs and if they had that local involvement they probably wouldn't have asked for 1t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I have a couple of questions, Mr. Spence. In the first instance you were 
talking about rental scales and 1n one of the suggestions you suggested that the minimum rent was 
too low. Do you have any further suggestions with regard to rental scales?

MR. KIT SPENCE: No. We discussed this at great length and we have been wrestling with it and it 
is a difficult question. As I said people who are on social assistance are being charged the 
minimum levels and people who are not are being charged a percentage of their gross. So, it is a 
question of a sense of responsibility I think that we are looking at and you could raise a person's 
rent to $1200 a month but social assistance would still be providing that $1200. And it is sort of 
robbing Peter to pay Paul, in a sense. I don't know —  it is the same kind of problem that comes 
up when a person is on unemployment, for instance, and finds two half days of work a week, it is 
hardly worth his while to do those two half days because it reduces his unemployment 
significantly. And it falls into that same kind of category.

So, unfortunately I don't see any alternative aside from perhaps involving people in their own 
maintenance and upkeep of the unit and perhaps requiring some sort of work within a housing project 
or something like that. It is a question of responsibilities. The same question comes up in 
home-ownerhship if a person —  I think that we agree in the Metis Association that the idea of 
sweat equity is a good concept, that a person feels a greater responsibility for the unit that he 
is living in if he has had some input into the building of the unit.

.
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S!!îI!!!llN«i?!i,t!íĩa11u,nV , * Aîut!îe1uîop1c' !f 1 may< You referred to the rural and remote program 
and you said that you felt that this committee should do something to ameliorate the equities 1f 
you like of it. May I ask you, how would the Metis Association ameliorate?

MR. KIT SPENCE: Not 1n equities, Mr. Chairman. What 1 was saying 1s that as 1t 1s the 75-25 per 
cent cost shared program with CMHC and the territorial government, perhaps If the territorial

т а Г ь Г т п ^ С,т fÍ ní n a hireatHr sÏ2rf then the match1n9 share from CMHC might Increase and there 
ava1,lab1e under that program. And that program has the advantage of covering all 

<ta*V costs for a unit> has the advanta9e of not necessarily being strictly new units but 
could be existing units that could be purchased by somebody.

CHAĨRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): One other comment on the R and R. Has the Metis Association talked about 
the maximum amount that one person should have coming 1n as Income to meet the requirements of that 
program. Have they talked about increasing or decreasing it or leaving it the same?

thé qualiflcatlon^lèveîs^are'1'*' 6Ven d^scussed at a^  and 1 am not even personally aware of what

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): One other thing, you talked about the co-operative housing concept. We
were in Frobisher Bay where Communltas Incorporated has been involved with it and as I recollect in 
c re r submission to this committee that they felt that co-op housing would not work in a community 

\uSnl th a?d very few other communities. I think the comment that was made In those 
communities that need the co-op housing, it does not work in those communities. So you have a 
Th»!atl° u  y,ou p?°P^e Retting Into a co-op housing program that really don't need it. 
They could get involved with other ones. I just raised that as a comment because you mentioned 
it. But it seems to me that was a comment that their people made to us at that time.

ü?thfnITa S„PENCE: jP ,e4.udy a? î a9e í hat we see in the co_op Pr09ram is that it  does provide a mix 
within a co-op unit, that there have to be people at the upper end of the scale and people at the
tho6oi-hoí « н 1 «f \Са ®. andT/°“ 9et away from sort of "Oh yeah, those guys in social housing way on

it п 1 ы ? с '  S V 5 f L  n 1 mix and so U  ,s a certain cross subsidization within the 
units and it provides some alleviation for the other social housing units.

MrAICnonriMr,u MCiĈ 11um^: Tbank you- Any further questions from the committee? Thank you again,
Mr. Spence. Would anyone else like to make a presentation?

hMy name V  °e?n1s Bev1n9ton and I suppose I represent the construction 
familiar with-it5 t0Wn’ hav °9 worked in construction here for some odd 17 years and I am very

ĩnterleîîå f1rSit thVl9.s I uwou1d 1ike t0 addres.s is -  Mr- Gargan, you mentioned that there is some 
9ettln9 houses and land outside of established communities, closer to where they

гп1 п Й и е»СиГ1е Г  ®conTonl1,c- ?ase of some kind‘ 1 th1nk that is an important point that the 
r a n t i n g  ^fS t0 20k at* Í ttllnk there bas been a lot of mistakes made in the past in our urban 

nthr.es. te™ s °f community planning for peoples needs. We see a lot of urban areas where there 
f a e m H i k i n '  РУ h°Ufhn? that really doesn't allow people much room to expand and use their 
facilities in a way that can expano their economic horizins and their self-sufficiency. I think
economy lmportant 1ssue to address now because we certainly do have to build that into our

în7lnSetlmcffjCÍeĸnCy and<. se1f-suff,'ciency of individuals is a good first step. Housing programs 
Isdit better forU usantoCen i 7 St fhe ulgí density type livin9 and we have to make a decision,
have J m t i e  L !  în PJickfu?9'Bther „for,. heat °r 15 11 better for us t0 set ourselves apart so we 
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and very, very specific reg1ma‘ 1n terms of construction costs, construction timetables and all 
those things. These are Important Issues that housing people have to address. How do you make 
housing accessible to people, and useful for people In their future life, and the future 
development of our territory.

In terms of housing, I am Involved 1n a construction company, we build houses and we found over the 
years, because we haven't had all that much work and because we haven't had that much Investment 
capital, it has necessitated us to develop a complete house where we build everything In the 
house. Through this process, I have com° to the realization that there 1s room 1n this economy up 
here for components to be manufactured for the housing Industry. The windows, the doors, the 
cabinets, they are a significant part of the house cost and to maximize the northern labour input 
Into our housing Industry, then we should be looking seriously at what ways we can best set up a 
components industry. This 1s being done, I mean I have moved ahead in our business on this already 
and I must say that the Housing Corporation is interested and perhaps in the future we may see that 
this will go ahead.

For Fort Smith this Is fine and I think this could be carried on with proper training of the 
carpenters that we are training now to make sure that they have the ability to move ahead 1n the 
component area. They may find that in the future they cannot supply that need to their community 
and add valuable labour, time and return money to the community rather than putting it out in other 
ways. With the rehab programs you find that this is very much a cost effective way of doing things 
because of certain industry -- especially in the window industry which is a great deal of the 
retrofit and rehab programs of the Housing Corporation. You find that small manufacturers can 
compete on the retrofit market because the larger companies standardize sizes and the sizes may be 
standardized in a way that does not fit with the older windows that people are taking out. So 
there are some areas in there that could be looked at too.

In terms of the Housing Corporation we, as a company, have worked for them in the past in Fort 
Smith. We noticed some problems that they have. The Housing Corporation is set up to provide 
money to build houses and it Is doing that to some extent. It is having problems, and the problems 
we were running into with them were in terms of the ability of middle management to deal 
effectively with the contractor relationship. We found that for the Housing Corporation placed its 
emphasis on a specified product rather than more co-operation between the contractor and the owner 
where you could make changes more rapidly. Sometimes the specifications for houses are designed by 
outside consultants and all the specifications would not necessarily fit to the particular building 
needs of the area. In order to make the changes -- because these are architects' plans that are 
devised and stamped by someone and before any change is taken they must go through an approval 
process -- and we found that middle management may have wanted to make the change and it was a 
benefit to the project, but because of the immense amount of paperwork involved in getting the 
approval from an outside consultant, or architect these changes were not made and money was wasted.

In other words I think there is a real need to strengthen the middle management position of the 
Housing Corporation, the district managers, so that they can respond more quickly and more ably to 
the projects they are assigned to. There were some other areas that I wanted to talk to you
about. Perhaps I will open it up to questions and if it comes to me, I will bring somethinq up
later.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Questions of Mr. Bevington? Mr. Ballantyne?

MR. BALLANTYNE: I think your comment about trying to develop a local manufacturing cottage
industry is a good one and I wonder as you get more into it, any information you get if you could 
make that available to the committee in the weeks to come would be appreciated.

MR. BEVINGTON: Sure. I must admit I am in private business and I am not going to give away all my
trade secrets —  I worked hard for them -- but I think the concept is there. One of the problems
is that the carpenters up here are not trained in mill work, in the components of the house. They
are trained to install components not to look at the building design of them. You might say there 
could be a need for some sort of training program of that nature, it is something that the future 
holds.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Maybe you could give us your concepts but do not give us the details. Some people 
say that politicians only deal in concepts and not in reality anyhow.

MR. BEVINGTON: I am speaking not as a politician here. I have enough of this the rest of the
week.
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MR. BALLANTYNE: I have a second question to put to you. In your opening statement you were trying 
to get across the idea that there has to be a lot more flexibility in housing programs that fit the 
need of the people in the various communities that you do not find now. And your last comment was 
about the problems you were having with the middle management of the Housing Corporation, the 
bureaucracy, the red tape. Do you think that perhaps in order to solve the first a way to do 1t 
would be to give the communities a lot more control in delivery of housing programs? If you 
dealing directly on the community level with, whether it is a municipal council, a band council, a 
hamlet council, would 1t be easier than dealing with the regional office who has to in turn deal 
with the headquarters in Yellowknife?

MR. BEVINGTON: Well, there are two ways of looking at that. Now the problem is designing houses 
for individuals and designing houses so that individuals can fulfill whatever goals they have 
themselves in life, and providing that for them. Communities can answer those needs for their 
people, for sure. What I have seen in Fort Smith which Is the town that I have resided in for a 
good deal of time, is that the problem has been with the urban planners. We pull in a community 
planner out of Edmonton and he likes to build mill work up here and It just does not work. It is 
not really what we need up here, it is confining. We really have to look at the community planners 
and that whole process by which our towns and communities are designed and see better how we can 
work for the people in that regard. I think that perhaps you might be able to throw some comments 
about this from a Yellowknife perspective. In Yellowknife perhaps the problem is even more 
compounded in the higher density areas. I see a large urban population with very little ability to 
develop individual endeavours.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): He is here as a Member of this committee, not as a former mayor. Are 
there further comments of Mr. Bevlngton? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. As a contractor do you find a lot of problems with the type 
of designs that are coming out of, say Winnipeg, and those areas? Do we need all that excess 
baggage?

MR. BEVINGTON: After being Involved in one project, I and the project manager and most of the 
other people that were involved in the project thought that if the architect ever came around the 
site again —  and he was from Winnipeg —  we would get rid of him. Yes there are some real 
problems with that. I really do not understand how the architects can make so many errors. I used 
to have a great deal of faith in professional people but sometimes through projects like this when 
you can see the kind of mistakes they can make, your faith is lost in them. Maybe some day their 
opinion will be raised in my eyes, I do not know.

I think what we need up here is some sort of communication ability within builders, within 
community people, some sort of process by which we can get together on housing designs and ideas 
can be shared to a greater extent. I do not see any design awards for northern houses. I think 
there is something wrong there. Definitely we should be awarding people for creating good 
housing. It is something that is done in a lot of other areas of the country and in the North we 
certainly need it. I could also see a conference of builders, developers, community planners and 
community people where they discuss needs so that you can have some sort of interplay between the 
elements. It would also be a useful tool. I am scared of conferences -- I have gone to a lot 
where I have never done anything -- but I think if the right elements are involved it may well work

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. In your opinion as a contractor, what would the price range 
be just for capital, to build a house?

MR. BEVINGTON: Well, I can only speak from my experience in Fort Smith, but we have a house that 
is going on the market now and it is approximately the same size as the houses we built for the 
Housing Corporation, and I think that it is corning about 20 per cent under that budget and that 
budget was something in the order of $90,000. We are coming at least 20 or 25 per cent under that 
sizethS h0USe 1S °f comparable quality or even a little better quality and it is certainly the same

Builders know how to build houses. If you build houses in regions you gain a lot of experience in 
the ways of building houses and building them for less cost. Sometimes when you get a contract 
that has specifications that are designed by someone who does not know the area, sometimes, for 
safety sake or for overkill, they put up their specs to a degree that they are not needed. A 
builder who is experienced in the area can understand what is needed to build a house. You fall
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under CMHC guidelines then you are okay and you usually do follow CMHC guidelines just 1n case you 
might want to sell the house afterwards. I think local builders can definitely do the job 
cheaper 1f they have access to the specifications of the job.

MR. GARGAN: When you read blueprints, In most of the communities most of the people are still
using the Imperial measurements. How do you find the metric system?

MR. BEVINGTON: It has taken me less time to understand the metric system than 1t has to understand
the french language. No problem. Most tapes these days have the metric on one side and the 
imperial on the other side. It may be a problem for some people who have worked for a longer time 
1n Imperial measurement. Metric measurements are usually used In a building these days to 
establish your ground level, your building size and then afterwards they are Ignored. In other 
words you use the metric until you have established the contours of your building and then you 
revert back to Imperial. You are caught between two worlds, but so what.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any further questions? I guess the only question I would have Dennis, If 
you were putting on the market a house that is roughly 25 per cent less than one you built for the 
Corporation, are you suggesting that the additional 25 per cent was because of the specifications 
laid down by the architect or were there other extenuating circumstances Involved?

MR. BEVINGTON: Specifications are funny things, they tie you Into a system. When a builder builds 
a house by himself or herself, you have the option of picking and choosing. You can make things go 
for yourself rather than to a set of specs. I know when I built some houses for the Housing
Corporation we started off with the assumption that there were going to be no changes unless 
certain conditions were met with the architect, but after architects' boo-boos mounted up then the 
Housing Corporation started to change its mind and it started to listen to us and we started to 
suggest changes to them and we changed buildings around from that point on. We would delete here 
and add here and we ended up with a superior quality building for the same price.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): But you are not suggesting that that is because contractors are taking
advantage of government contracts are you?

MR. BEVINGTON: Well, I have not noticed it in my hip pocket.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): It is 25 per cent less, that is pretty substantial. You are talking
about nearly $20,000 or $25,000.

MR. BEVINGTON: You will find that that is the way it is.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I know, that is exactly the point I am making. I do not want to prolong
it and I am not trying to be facetious, but that is a real concern that we have had. Why the hell 
does it cost more to build government houses than it does private homes, built by the same people 
to basically the same kind of concerns? Nevertheless are there any other questions of Mr. 
Bevington? I just have one. In terms of constructing, you are in the construction business, what 
do you suggest would be an adequate home for people? What would you suggest should be the size of 
it? I recognize that you can go all through the spectrum but I am saying, as a model, what would 
you suggest to be an adequate sized home? We are talking social housing.

MR. BEVINGTON: Okay, I will answer that in two ways. That depends on how much money you have. If
there is no shortage of money then the size does not really matter, but when you are dealing with 
young families or people that do not have a lot of money, then of course I would suggest that you 
keep your housing size down to something you can afford. I also say that if you are building small 
houses they should be designed with an eye to the future expansion of those small houses and that 
is really important. Any time you build a house that is 800 square feet or smaller 1t should be 
designed so that you can make that house into an attractive unit with more floor area. I would say
to somebody starting out, build small and add on. This is the age of creativity and it is also the
age when the mortgages really hurt.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Well, I thought you were going to add some other things but okay. If
there are no further questions, thank you very much, Dennis.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You are never going to get eight MLAs together again, you might get one
or a Minister, but you have eight of them. That is a third of the membership of our Legislature. 
Convince us and you are a third of the way home.
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MR. DAVE GRUNDY: I would like to welcome the comnittee Members here to Fort Smith, It was just a 
short time ago you were here meeting in an Assembly and we appreciated your presence then and we 
appreciate your presence now. I would like to thank Penny Aumond for contacting me and inviting me 
here. My name Is Dave Grundy and I am representing what we call at the present moment the Garden 
City Housing Co-op.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is that the same one with a new name7

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: Well, we have a problem. I would like to give you a little historical 
perspective on how we got into this position and why I am here tonight. Through the student 
council of Thebacha College it was noted that a number of our students were having problems in 
housing. In fact right now we are turning down students from coming here to attend courses because 
we do not have married accommodation. In the attempt to remedy this situation from a council point 
of view, the executive started to look at various programs whereby housing could be attained. One 
of our people, Mike Heron by name, became very familiar with funding sources, especially with the 
federal government, and he came across CMHC, co-op and non-profit housing schemes. From this a 
proposal was made, support was sought from the community. We approached the town council, the 
Metis Association, the Government of the Northwest Territories, at the regional office, and we 
gained their support. Mike worked very hard to draw up a basic proposal which was forwarded on to 
CMHC and lo and behold we got approval. We started in September 1983, we received funding in May.

Our task right now is to do a feasibility study on the establishment and the operation of 
co-operative housing here in Fort Smith. 1 was rather interested, Arnie, at your comment about 
Communitas, saying that it might not be viable here. Before I am finished there might be some 
dimensions added to this to make it more realistic. We met as a small group to begin with to 
decide just what we were going to do and then we finally had to become a public organization. We 
advertised the fact that we were Interested In forming a group and doing a feasibility study for 
this project and through a series of meetings —  we have about 25 members right now who are paid up 
members —  other people have expressed sincere interest in this project.

Unfortunately we have run into a problem. I cannot publicly state what the whole problem is at 
this stage, but let us just say that there was suspected mishandling of funds. We have turned this 
over to the RCMP and it is presently under investigation. This Is a sad thing but I think we 
caught it very early and hopefully we will be perceived as being responsible and we wani to do 
things above board and we want to try to meet the needs of the people who expressed an interest in 
this kind of housing.

As a result everything is sort of in limbo. Because of this and because of the summer holidays it 
was very hard to have meetings. I would think that come September we will be into the full swing 
and we hope to have our total proposal to CMHC and approved or disapproved by the end of December. 
It might be interesting to note that the former federal Minister of Housing sent us a letter 
congratulating us on our efforts and saying that they have saved or allocated funding for 30 single 
unit dwellings if our feasibility study proves that it is okay.

Since that time he has provided me with a list of criteria and this is something that I will really 
fight. They suggest that single family dwellings will only be suitable for handicapped or elderly 
people. Our concept and what we have been working on is that we have lots of room. There is no 
reason in the world for people in Fort Smith to have to live in crowded housing. We have been 
working on a lot plan. We devised a scheme whereby not one backyard bumped into another. There is 
open space, there would be garden space, recreational space, lots of space. In fact, if we do it 
right, almost half of the land will be vacant or used for recreational or gardening activities or 
whatever. This is something that we really want to fight. There is no reason.

I have a feeling that a lot of this urban crowding that Dennis was referring to earlier is due to 
the cost of servicing and secondly, it is a profit motivated scheme. If a developer has a piece of 
land he wants to get as many lots as he possibly can on it to make the biggest profit, either by 
selling the lots or providing houses and making a profit on each unit. So that is a profit 
incentive based activity. A co-op is designed for people, it is not supposed to be profit 
motivated. In a co-op no one who belongs to the co-op is supposed to gain financial benefit. It 
is to provide quality living and this is what we want for our people.

In our feasibility study, if we get through that, we have another $65,000 that will be coming to us 
to do the developmental side of the project. That will be hiring lawyers, acquiring land, doing 
the furniture in a sense, everything is all there, it arrives at your lot site, your foundation is 
all ready to go.
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In 15 hours the building 1s enclosed and 1n two weeks you have the keys and you are In your house. 
The wiring, the plumbing, everything Is all there, 1t comes complete. The Swedes have been at this 
for a long time. There 1s a local businessman who Is promoting the sale of these homes. We 
consider what he has been telling us as only one proposal. I am hoping that people like Dennis and 
other construction firms locally here, will approach us “ 1th different kinds of proposals. Wc want 
the best dollar value we can get, the best buy that we can get for our money. I was amazed at the 
ease with which we got our Initial funding. I am not amazed at what hoops we have to go through to 
get the project approved and get 1t all done. It Is going to be a lot of work but I think It will 
be worth 1t.

That Is really all I have to say. I am a private house-owner myself and speaking not for the 
housing co-op but for myself, I just would like to make this comment. When I first came here and 
decided after living here for two years that I wanted to stay In Fort Smith, there was some rumour 
that the territorial government was going to be getting out of housing. I was just fortunate that 
I had a little money and I decided to leap Into It and afterwards I thought, "Have I done the right 
th1ng7" because a lot of the old people were starting to leave —  and this Is no reflection on any 
of the members here but the quotes were the "brown politics" and everything —  that does not 
concern me at all but this was an event that was happening. I wondered If I was crazy. I do not 
think so. I think It has worked out very well and I think the fact that the government Is getting 
out of housing has given Fort Smith a sense of permanence that maybe was not here before. I think 
our population Is much more stable and I do not regret It one bit, and I do not mind seeing members 
of different races on our Legislative Assembly. That 1s all I have to say. Are there any
questions?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any questions of Mr. Grundy? David, just on the concept of the co-op
Itself, you say that you have X number of people signed up. What Is the cost of membership?

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: It Is $50. At this stage we call that a provisional membership.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What do you envisage then being the kind of equity one would have to have
put In It should the concept come to fruition?

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: We believe that It will be around $1000. Shares equalling $1000.

MR. CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What do you anticipate the cost a unit?

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: We have been told that a celling-would be around $90,000, but we are hoping to
come under that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Get Dennis, he can do 1t for $75,000.

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: Well, this 1s what I was thinking.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): So that an individual member of the co-op would have an equity of $1000
in 1t. Does that equity grow?

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: No, it does not.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): The individual who then leaves a unit simply turns back his membership to
the co-op, who In turn will then look for someone else to take It over.

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: That is correct. You would have to be a share member to live in a co-op. Only
If the membership dropped below, lets say 30, if there are only 25 shareholders, then we could go 
out and rent privately. We could go on open market but again it would on the same rent structure 
as what the co-op members would pay.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What do you anticipate for the costs to that individual to run that unit?

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: I really don't know yet. That is all going to have to be based on a number of
things. We are still learning, they take the lower end of market and for the first three years
what CMHC does is they finance the project 100 per cent. We have been given a $10,000 loan to do



tendering, whatever Is necessary. Possibly hiring a group like Comiunltas to come and help us. 
Then we will be given funding for the actual construction of the houses. That would be mortgaged 
over 35 years and for the first three years we are assessed an interest rate of two per cent of 
that total loan, CMHC picks up the remainder. If the rate is 15 per cent, CMHC 1s paying 13 per 
cent and we are paying two. Then after that, In each successive year the rent, whatever that has 
been based at, at that subsidy level will go up by five per cent a year. But the rent Increase 
will be based on a flye per cent increase.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I am sorry, after how many years7

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: After the third year. The end of the third year.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): The first two years Is two per cent amortization, after that the fourth
year could be seven?

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: No. Lets say our rent starts off at $400 a month, so for the first three years, 
this 1s based on that two per cent. Then 1n the fourth year, you take five per cent of that which 
Is $20, so your rent for the next year 1s $420 a month. And we don't want to call it rent because 
every person living In that Is a mortgage payee. They are not renters, they all own a piece of the 
action. At the end of the next year, the rent goes up by five per cent again so 1t five per cent 
of $420 and so on until you get the low end of market or until you get to the normal pay back at 
the regular mortgage rate.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Okay, I just want to get it clear. Does the amortization over the 35
years the co-op pays two per cent? Is that what you said?

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: For the first three years. I don't know what happens after that. I am not well
educated enough yet.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Oh, come on, don't kid me. I understand the arrangement on the
amortization, $35,000 at two per cent. The feds pick up the other at whatever the going market 
rate Is, but 1t Is locked In for three years at two per cent. If It Is 15 when you get 1t out, 
they are paying the 13. They are locked In to paying 13 for the first three years. I guess my 
question Is, what rate are you going to be paying 1n the fourth year in subsequent years?

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: As the rent goes up, our subsidy will go down. I must mention too that,

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): It Is not going to go down very much if it is only going to go up five
per cent, $20 a unit.

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: That is right, It won't go up very much and this is the advantage. We have a lot
of people who are single parents. They are paying $700 a month rent for a two bedroom apartment,
they may have day care costs. That is a lot of money and we can see that this is going to be very 
beneficial to this kind of person and again if we can get the spread of incomes through the thing, 
it will be just fine. The other thing is that 15 per cent of those units have to be for social 
assistance as well. What we see the effect of is not really harming the private market. We 
honestly don't think at this stage that we are going to have any influence on the sale of private 
homes in this town because those houses are going to be locked in for 35 years. They are not going 
to come on the private market.

The second thing Is that we will be aiming at people for the most part that really couldn't afford 
to go out and buy a home right now. I know that people that have expressed an Interest in this 
have gone and I know the local real estate agency have said "Why not try R and R", they try R and R 
and there is no money.

So_ I see us as being in between the social assistance and the NWT Housing Corporation and the 
private sector and I think we will be doing Fort Smith a great service and the people that live in 
those homes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): One final question. Does an individual who puts in some equity, that is 
S1000 or whatever amount, able to make a return on that investment? Can they increase that equity?
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MR. DAVE GRUNDY: No, they can't.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): In other words you pay in $1000, if you get out, you get $1000 back.
That's 1t.

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: Right, but I see II especially in the beginning years, where they should be
paying below the market rent level, they are making a savings. Now that savings can be whatever 
you want to call it, savings, maybe spending a little extra money here to live a little better or 
whatever but that 1s where the equity is going to be coming 1n.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there further questions? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I would like to make a couple of comments about the co-op in Yellowknife. I was
fairly involved in it. That co-op worked very well in Yellowknife but I wouldn't even presume to 
say how 1t would work here. But at that time there was a very, very tight housing market and the 
private market could not provide enough housing. Now, 1f that co-op hadn't gone up 1n Yellowknife, 
those 50 units, we would have a horrendous situation right now. I think the cost per unit 1n 
Yellowknife was about $90,000 or $93,000 per unit. I think the average rent now 1s probably about 
$750 a month. Essentially the low Interest rate subsidizes the rent. That is actually how It 
works. And as I said, It worked very well there. I know in Yellowknife and Frobisher Bay they had 
a lot of problems dealing with CMHC with a lot of the negotiations and CMHC ended up being flexible 
1n some them. So, I wish you the best of luck and don't give up.

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: No, we won't. Thanks Mike.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Another comment I'd like to make that Dennis made and you made about the problems 
of planning In the community and some of the reasons you touched on as to why it Is difficult to 
give that sort of flexibility in a community. I'll tell you one of the reasons we found in 
Yellowknife and I am sure you find here, 1s the way that land Is provided from the territorial 
government to the municipal government. What happened in Yellowknife 1s when the Mackenzie Valley 
pipeline fever was going nn it seemed then that there would be a tremendous need for housing. And 
so, the municipal government borrowed millions of dollars from the territorial government and 
provided all sorts of serviced lots and nothing happened. But the way that arrangement is between 
a municipal government and the territorial government Is that there 1s interest and principle 
repayments on an annual basis and the reality Is that the city didn't sell any lots for three 
years, so Interest payments build up and build up.

I guess one of the major problems that we found and I am sure the mayor here has found that it is 
very hard to predict what sort of a land assembly that a municipality really needs. So what 
happened 1n Yellowknife 1s that we had the equivalent of 400 lots that we had to pay interest and 
principle on. We had to sell those lots first and we were not able to look at any alternate sort 
of lots. We were locked Into a situation that really wasn't the municipalities making. So, I 
think that if we are going to solve that, the municipalities are going to need a lot more 
flexibility 1n developing enough lots. Otherwise that problem that Dennis talked about and you 
talked about is going to happen over and over again. That 1s all I wanted to say and good luck 
with your co-op.

MR. DAVE GRUNDY: Thank you very much and we will keep in touch. When does this committee come all
apart and report?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): We will make a report during the November session. Thank you very much,
Mr. Grundy. Would anyone else like to make a presentation? Mr. Beaver.

MR. HENRY BEAVER: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First I would like to welcome all of you to Fort
Smith. I would like to comment a bit on Mr. Grundy's proposal. I think it 1s something that 1s 
good but I feel also that we have a problem in Fort Smith right with housing privately. And we are 
still going to have a problem even though this proposal may go ahead.

Another thing is Kit Spence, on behalf of the Metis Association had said that it doesn't matter 
what amount of money the rent is that social services will pay for it. The last couple years I 
have been dealing with people that have come to me and said that social services will not pay for 
rent such as an apartment for $400 a month. So it does matter what the rent cost is on houses.



One of the other things I would like to comment on 1s repair of housing. One of the suqqestlons I 
think you made Mr Chairman, on possibly making new houses rather than repair 1no them I thĩîk’lt
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About five months ago they approved moneys to my next door neighbour under the RAP program. At 
that time he was living 1n a very small house and he wanted moneys to repair that house. They had 
some of their own money available and decided to build a new home and they had to return the money 
that came from RAP. They could not Invest that money Into their new home which I think was wrong 
because they were going to pay 1t back anyway. As a result of that It took them two years to get 
lu the stage where they are right now on their new house by really scraping by sort of thing. You 
know, that Is very hard on people. The moneys that the government gave him he could not use It on 
new home but yet he could use 1t on his old home. I feel there has got to be some give 1n that 
program —  If a person has enough money from h1s own pocket to build a new home then there should 
be room there to transfer the other moneys to assist him In building his own home as long as he 
puts his own sweat and equity in. I think that 1s all I have to say right now. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any questions of Mr. Beaver? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Beaver, I do agree with you that the Housing Corporation 
does have that flexibility to change from year to year different programs to suit their own 
department. I guess one of the problems 1s that there Is quite a variety of flexibility depending 
on where the district office is. They quote you on different prices to be eligible for the RAP or 
HAP, depending on your Income, different districts say different levels of Income.

Also, if there is a policy put In place It really doesn't address the comnunlty needs but rather to 
suit their own needs. This has been something expressed 1n pretty well all the communities we have 
been to. I do not have a remedy but this is something that we will have to address as a long term 
goal. I certainly would support more home-ownership rather than the low rental housing program.

I know that 1n a lot of the communities where people work for the government or are affiliated with 
the government 1n some form or another would say that because kids have to go to school, people 
have to build houses 1n a location where there Is a school. I have mixed feelings on that. 
Certainly for the Dene perspective, maintenance learning 1s part of the Dene culture and that you 
have teach your children to live off the land in case you do not make it in the white economic 
world. And I feel that that shouldn't be the excuse using a lot of instances. I justed wanted to 
give you may views.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. Beaver.

MR. HENRY BEAVER: I agree with you, Sam. If I had a choice where I could build my house I would
rather build it 1n the bush because I feel with the education curriculum that is going on now, I
feel I can teach my children better than If they were in school.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Times have changed.

MR. HENRY BEAVER: That 1s right and I think a lot of the young people would like to see that. If 
you had more flexibility you would have more people building their homes out on the land and being 
able to get back to the land in teaching their young people both in English and learning how to 
read and write, arithmetic and all and things like that. I believe there is enough young people 
that really want to go back there and they do have that knowledge.

Another thing that came to mind while Sam was speaking is the old age home-ownership program. I do 
not know if there is any available at this time but we have a fair amount of older people who live 
in older houses on serviced land. There are services available right in front of their lot but are 
yet using out-houses and I really feel it is a shame because in one instance -- for a whole year
during the time a young person was going to school, did not get off the bus in front of his house.
He got off around the corner and walked around to his house every day of the school year because he 
was ashamed to get off in front of his house. He thought his friends would make fun of him in
school. Therefore, I think there should be more emphasis on people where there is a need. Some of
those people may not have spouses, they may have passed away. I still feel that there is a need at
least in this community to improv" those houses, maybe to build new houses, one or two each year in
that area with all services available. It will make it look a lot better. I mean, there are
houses here where one house has services, the next one doesn't and I think there should be money 
available so we can be able to hook up to all the houses.

It is fine and dandy for the mayor and council to implement by-laws saying you have to hook up 
within one year. I probably voted for it too, because I am councillor but I still feel that some



of these people can't afford 1t and as long as they live, they will never be able to afford that.
I think with assistance from the government we should look at the possibility of trying to hook up
those homes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any further questions? Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: I just wanted to go a bit further with what you said regarding the senior citizens
homes. This "Housing Needs and Delivery" was done 1n April 1984 but for the senior citizens
program, the capital budget for that Is only about 4.4 per cent of the total budget that is going 
toward the housing programs. I believe that they have been badly neglected especially In the
smaller communities but even in the larger communities that we have been to, these are the people
that are losing out on programs. Basically because of their lack of education and also because 
they are not aware of the programs that exist. It Is not until you scream and shout for a senior 
person that things are done on an Individual basis rather than a collective basis. I certainly
would like to see changes 1n that area too. I believe that we will be addressing that this fall.

The other thing with regard to the embarrassment of native people living in substandard houses and 
that. I believe it Is true that as far as the education system goes 1s that the education system 
Is based on middle class standards. And 1f native people do not meet up to those standards, they 
are considered a failure. It 1s quite true what you say that It is the attitudes of the education 
system that makes native people the way they are. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any further comments? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mashl cho. I would just like to say thank you to Henry Beaver for his presentation 
and also the others as well. We are here to listen to your views and concerns. The problems that 
you have Identified here tonight are similar to the other communities. Some people made it very 
clear the problems that exist with the contractors and different problems that are happening. They 
are unable to hire local people due to the way the housing is designed. It is a fundamental right 
for people to have adequate homes especially the elders, they earned their living and should be 
left 1n their own homes if so wished. And that is one of the concerns that keep coming up all the
time and that Is the elders. There should be some kind of program developed for the elders 1f they
want to stay in their own homes. Again, I would like to say thank you for all your views and 
concerns. Mashl.

CHAIR’ ’N (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. I have a couple of questions, Henry. In the beginning you
said that you had some concerns about the proposal made by Mr. Grundy. Would you like to elaborate
further on that?

MR. HENRY BEAVER: I don't want to criticize them but I can't help but feel that they are trying to
segregate themselves and I don't like that. I feel the college is a part of the community and I 
fue1,ihu t ,wer here have to work together to get adequate housing for the college and I think it 
should be left up to the people within the area. Mr. Grundy is a part of this community but I also 
feel that the government has a responsibility to house the people that are coming in, that are long 
term courses, short term courses. I feel the government has to put mn^p °mphasis on housing for 
the students that are coming about and the courses that are coming about. I don't feel that they 
get up one morning and say "Oh, I am going to start this course tomorrow" and then there is no 
housing available. I feel there is planning available, I think there is years or at least months 
of planning ahead of time and with that planning in mind, I feel they can look at every perspective 
of housing availability within this community.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, McCallum): You also said that there was a concern about rental scales and you
referred to what Mr. Spence had put forward. Would you like to elaborate on that?

MR. HENRY BEAVER: One of things I feel that as a trapper, I trapped and worked for the government
and I am still working basically because the trapping season wasn't worth it. You can't penalize a
person because that is the way he wants to live. He wants to go out in the bush and try to make
his living out on the land and leave his family at home. Maybe that is all he can afford and he
may be able to get assistance from social services but like I said I have had people come to me and
had to send them to an appeal board. There is no one in this crowd at this time that belongs to
tne appeal board to let you know that there was people coming to them. They didn't want to pay for
their rent that was $400 and that was in Spruce Manor. They had two children and it was the middle
of winter and yet they did not want to pay for their rent. In this sense I disagree because I was
involved personally.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What do you suggest 1n terms of rental scales? Do you suggest that they
should be lower or they should remain as they are? I think the gist of Mr. Spence's comments was 
that the rental scale was fair although che minimum rent was not sufficient. What are you 
suggesting In terms of rental scales?

MR. HENRY BEAVER: I think when you qo to social services fnr assistance they bring themselves up
to date on what you are doing and 1f there 1s plenty of work out there and you tell them that there 
is no work. At that place and time they will not give you the assistance that you require because 
you have to go out and look for a job and that 1s basically how the assistance works.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I guess what I am trying to come to 1s that whether there 1s funds
available from social services I guess I am more concerned with the rental scale. Do you have 
difficulty with the rental scale?

MR. HENRY BEAVER: No, I don't have any difficulty but I feel there Is two things to this scale. I 
think the scale is fine, $32 In some areas maybe Is too low. I feel with some people, maybe that 
1s all they can afford at that time. Because the more money they get from social services would 
cut off on their food allowance If it Is over a set amount.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You mentioned about going out on the land trapping and having difficulty 
when you come back in to acquire accommodation. What would you suggest as remedy to that?

MR. HENRY BEAVER: The thing that I would like to see is if a person 1s renting a home -- and I do
not know 1f it has changed over the last year or so since the new board came 1n -- but I know that 
as a trapper If you left you had to release your home to the local authority here. Then at that 
time you have to reapply. Sometimes 1f you reapply 1n the spring or early before the spring time, 
sometimes when you get into town you still do not have a home. What I would like to see is the 
person who Is trapping being able to hang onto that home and use it as a home base while he is also 
out on the land.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): And still pay rent on it?

MR. HENRY BEAVER: That is right.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): But you would like the unit held during the time the Individual is out on
the land?

MR. HENRY BEAVER: That Is right. It is sort of based on a private home, If you do not want to
rent it you could always come back to it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): One other thing. You talked about the rehab and about the HAP program.
I do not want to get Involved if you are concerned with the local housing authority about 
maintenance work. I think that Is something that should be brought up with the housing authority,
I do not think we should get into that, but you talked about the identification of the rehab, who 
should get it. What agency do you feel should identify what houses will be rehabed? Who should 
identify who gets the grants under the home assistance program? What agency would you suggest? I 
take It that you do not feel comfortable with the present set up. Just whom do you think should do 
that Identification?

MR. HENRY BEAVER: I am not talking about who gets it or who does not get It. What I am talking
about Is how it Is governed, how the moneys come to be, whether it Is only $30,000 or only $10,000 
or only $18,000, whatever the set amount is. The other way is to be able to say what kind of home 
you should build. That is the more Important thing at this stage. That is what I am saying. It 
does not matter to me who chooses who stays in there or who gets it. The thing that I am concerned 
about is how adequate is that home, or how big is that home, or how many rooms in that home, for 
this family. If it is two, fine, a two bedroom home is fine. If it is four, then maybe lets make 
it a little bigger. That is what I am trying to get at. I should not be able to try to tell you 
that because you are ordering a home and there is X number of dollars of available, if you can 
build a four bedroom for $30,000, then you should be able to build a four bedroom home or a six 
bedroom home or an apartment, whatever it is.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): One final thing. You talked about these home assistance grants that
should only be given to people on serviced lots and then you get Into the business of saying you 
should be able to build it anywhere. How do you reconcile both of those?

MR. HENRY BEAVER: The program that is now available is given to people that are in town. The
other thing I would like to see Is to make it more flexible. If a person wants to build his home 
out on the land It should be up to him because maybe that is where he wants to live, not In town. 
But yet he has to live in town because right now I can tell you that it takes a lot of money to go 
out on the land. It Is not Just a matter of getting up and going. A lot of us have to equip 
ourselves. To basically go out in the bush right now for a family of four they are putting out 
about $1000 just to stay a few months. And that is a $1000 that maybe you do not have. Maybe the 
home-ownership assistance would be able to help you identify where you want to live permanently or 
at least for part of your life anyway.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any further comments or questions? Mr. Gargan?

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Beaver, you mentioned that some people had arrears.
What do you think of individuals who take thî Incentive to improve their house or try to pay rent 
through a credit system. For example, if you were to paint your house so much is taken off your 
rent. Or else if you are far enough in arrears you could work off your arrears. I believe the 
Housing Corporation or the housing association here has said that they only have two maintenance 
people who are working on houses, so it would be a good kind of arrangement. What is your comment 
on that?

MR. HENRY BEAVER: I think the new board has changed, but at one time it did not matter. If you
did your own home you did not get any credit for it, but I think as time has gone on -  I am not
too sure -- but I feel that is something that should be in place. If it is not in place then let
us put it in place. I feel that a lot of people have skills that could be used to subsidize their 
rent and maybe that 1s what they are looking for. Maybe they could do it after supper or on
weekends, fixing up their doors, as long as they have the money available or the housing
association gives them the material to do the work. Maybe they could subsidize the rental costs
for that month. If the program is not in place I think we should look very seriously at 
implementing it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Well thank you very much, Mr. Beaver. Anybody further who would like to 
come up? Freida?

MRS. FREIDA MARTSELLOS: My name is Freida Martsellos and I guess I just want to make one comment.
I believe in the democratic system that if you want to be democratic about something I really feel 
that you should have an elected board governing each place and that is including Fort Smith. If 
you do not get people on that board that actually live in those houses and see those conditions, 
then how are you going to know that you are getting what people really feel and the conditions they 
have to live under and everything else. Most people on those boards are a very elite group. I
know my husband put his name in and we never got an answer back and the answer that he got through
hearsay was "Well we could not put you on the board because your father-in-law lives in one of 
those houses." That really hurt me and that was a few years ago and I just do not feel that it is 
democratically run and I really feel that unless you get elected boards in any community, that you 
will not get what the people really want.

I very strongly feel that all boards are alike, whether it be any board in any community, that 
until you get the people electing those boards on behalf of those people, and get the people that 
are actually living in those houses and have to live in those conditions, then you are not getting 
what the people really want to say. I do not see anybody in this room tonight that is living in
public housing. How do you know what the people are really saying? They are not going to come to
the meeting here to say what they want. I see the people in this room all own their own private 
houses and paying taxes like I do. I cannot speak on their behalf. Those people should be the 
ones that are on those boards saying their concerns and presenting their presentation to you in an 
honest way because they know what they are going through in those houses and until that is done, I
do not believe in listening to a lot of these presentations. I know people who have a lot of
concerns but they are not going to come here. They do not have the guts to sit here in front of 
you and in front of other people that they do not know to express their feeling*. It really hurts
me when I see stuff like this and that is all I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Just before I recognize others I think we are not just concerned about
social housing or public housing.

Ï.~r-T\t£  I
Л' . ;V



MRS. FREIDA MARTSELLOS: Yes, I understand that, but most of the houses In this town that concern
housing authority are the public housing or low cost housing. That is where I am concerned. I 

think Henry gave a very good presentation on some of the issues regarding these people, but there 
are a lot of problems out there and I know there are a lot of problems. The only waiy you are going 
to solve those problems is if those people that are 1iving in those houses are sitting on those 
boards. I would not want to sit on the board. I am living in a really good, decent house on the 
main street and I cannot speak on their behalf. I do not know what they are feeling when they live 
In those houses. That is just the way I feel.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mrs. Lawrence?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Freida, when you are referring to board are you talklnq
about the housing authority?

MRS. FREIDA MARTSELLOS: The housing authority board, yes. Every once in a while you see an
advertisement in the paper where they are advertising for new members or whatever and most of the 
people that live in those houses would not answer to an ad like that, or the people that do answer, 
most of them would not get answers anyway, not even an acknowledgement that their name was put in. 
Or when you get on the board you are just one number and you are voted out every time anyway. I 
have been on some of those boards myself, not on the housing board, but other boards, and that is 
exactly the way I feel.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I agree that we should have someone speaking about their problems on the local
housing board.

MRS. FREIDA MARTSELLOS: But not just only one person, do you know what I mean? The majority of
those boards should be people that are living in those houses. I should not be on that board
because I am living in a decent house with all the luxuries. I should not be speaking on their
behalf but someone has to, and until those boards are elected democratically, you will not qet the 
proper input that you are here to get. 3

MRS. LAWRENCE: I agree wholeheartedly, and I am very disappointed that none of them came. I was 
very much looking forward to meeting them and hearing their views and concerns. What do you 
suggest we do to bring them out to a meeting, maybe a place other than this place? On their
street?

MRS. FREIDA MARTSELLOS: Well, I really feel the first step is that you have an elected housing
authority, all elected people on the boards. It is very, very important because until you have the 
people in your community representing you -  that refers to the people living in those houses —  
you are not going to get a true picture. I cannot give you a true picture and I have lived here 
all my life. I was born and raised here. And there is nobody in this room who lives in public 
housing today. K

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Just to get it straight, there is one person here who lives in public
housing. Further questions of Mrs. Martsellos? Just the one comment, the housing agency is the 
housing authority here. What you are suggesting is that it goes back into a housing association, 
because under the housing authority at the present time, an authority is made up not just of 
tenants. There are three people on the housing authority who are tenants at the present time and 
tnat is not all of them. The authority obviously operates differently from a housing association. 
There are very few authorities in the Territories but they were developed in the beginning because 
there were tripartite agreements between the municipal council, the federal government and the 
territorial government and that is where the authority came from. To change it I think there has 
to be some input from the people involved or then is laid on from the top, and it rnay be that that 
wi 1 be something that we could do, to suggest that there should be housing associations. In other 
communities there has been quite a bit of talk about what a housing association can or cannot do 
and -- Ivory soap, 99 and 44/100ths of them suggested that they do not enough, they want much 
more. They want even more to do with housing than they presently have, so there may well have to 
be other changes made concurrently with it. But certainly your suggestion that the agency who 
looks after housing should be made up of tenants is a recommendation that we will look into.

MRS. FREIDA MARTSELLOS: Maybe not all tenants but private people that have concern for housing and
l.now what they are talking about, say tenants and other people in the town. But, it has to be 
elected, it has to be a board that is autonomous, that people know when they go to that board that 
they are going to get a fair hearing. That is with regard to anything to do with the housing
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authority, not only the tenants t,nat are living In there but private business people that have gone 
there and have not been given a fair hearing, people that have gone with applications and just 
because of who they are toe applications have not gone to where they are supposed to have gone. 
That are the people that I am concerned about because I have heard a lot of comments regarding this 
board and that 1s why I am making this submission. Sometimes these boards can be really cliquish 
little boards. This friend gets on and then this friend gets on and then the other friend comes in 
and pretty soon 1t 1s a friendly little clique. The people are not being represented, that Is what 
I am saying.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I am not too sure that would not occur with the housing associations
tenants groups too because we have heard the same kind of comment made by the associations.

MRS. FREIDA MARTSELLOS: But I think if it happens in Fort Smith It will be represented properly
because the people 1n Fort Smith will make sure that it is done properly.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall um): Now you and I have been around the track a couple of times and given the 
history of people who stand for election to various things in this town, we might have to twist a 
lot of arms to get people to put their hands up to serve on an elected board. But nevertheless I
think your comments are certainly welcome to us and that is something that we will take Into 
consideration. There is not much sense for us to get Into a philosophical argument on it but we 
have heard the comments on It and we will take that as a suggestion. Do you have any other 
comments that you would like to make?

MRS. FREIDA MARTSELLOS: No, that is it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Okay, thank you.

MAYOR JOHN VOGT: Good evening. My name is John Vogt. I noticed that you were welcomed many
times, so at this time I just would like to bring greetings from the community to you. I am also, 
of course, very pleased that you could hold your hearing here in our fair town, that people could 
express their views. Last night|s council decided that the town itself would not make a 
presentation, however, that each individual councillor could come to the hearing and speak on what 
he or she has learned or heard through the comnunity and bring those views forward to you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): We had quite a turn out, did we not?

MAYOR JOHN VOGT: I am pleased that so many councillors came, like Henry. I personally would like
to speak to the concern of the HAP housing and I believe you used to also call it the old SSHA5
housing program. At one time the association would offer maybe $30,000 or $50,000 to build a house
or whatever. It is a very worth-while program and I would like to see It continue, in fact, be 
Increased. It worked very well in our community. One thing I would like to comment on though Is 
that the responsibility of having the individual that was selected for the program to build his own 
home for a simple reason. Mr. McCallum also built his house as being his own contractor and put a 
lot of sweat and effort into the home Itself and maybe got friends tc help or qot the subtrades 
much cheaper.

We heard earlier why housing sometimes when it is standardized much higher, because the 
subcontractors are up here, when you bid to an architect or to specification and when you come as 
an individual and say, "Look Charlie, would you put my plumbing in? The pipe is going to go here 
and this is what I have. I have a toilet, a sink and a bathtub in my house" and this particular 
plumber would come over and rough this plumbing in or do the work for you for a much cheaper rate
than if you have a paye of specifications written up and specified certain items that maybe even
have to be imported from England or what have you.

So what I am saying is, I would not like to see the corporation lump together again housing under 
program and pick a specified contractor to build those units. I would rather see that it 

would continue with the individual to build those units because they would put more effort into it, 
they would take more care of the home because they have put their own sweat and effort into it and 
they would also take more care later in their home because tî'.ey would realize how hard it is to 
accomplish that. That is all I have to say on that. I would like to see the program somehow 
incieased so that more people could take advantage of that particular program because that has 
seemed to work very well here instead of the public rental housing. Of course we do need rental 
housing, there is no doubt about that.



-  607  -

I have about two or three other concerns that I would like to bring forward but if you want to 
question me on this particular one first?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Just to get It straight 1n my own mind, when you say that the home
assistance program should be Increased, do you mean the amount of the grant Itself, or do you mean 
the number of grants and the total amount of money?

MAYOR JOHN VOGT: Well, I believe that as every year goes by there is an increase of materials and 
a little bit of Inflation or what have you. We also heard earlier that If you build a home as a 
contractor you are talking about $90,000 and then you go back $25,000, $65,000 or $70,000, so I 
would say It all depends on the Individual too. If you are more skilled and can do more work on 
your home, you put out less money, because you need less money, there Is no two ways about it. 
However, I would say that between $50,000 and $60,000 Is a fair figure 1f you tried to get Into 
your own home. This 1s what I would suggest is the price in order to build your own home and do a 
lot of effort yourself. I am sure it could be done with local lumber or logs within the
community. What I mainly want to say though, is that, it should be Increased by numbers. It should
be available to more people, this is what I am saying.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Okay, that is the point I want to make. You are saying that there should 
be more grants, but at the same time you are saying that we should be increasing it now from 
roughly an average of $30,000 or $35,000 right, depending upon the locale?

MAYOR JOHN VOGT: I believe it was somewhere closer to $50,000 was it not?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That depends on where you are. Further into the North and tV? west I
think the grant was somewhere in the proximity of $35,000 to $40,000 whereas here I think the 
maximum may be closer to $30,000. You are saying both ways?

MAYOR JOHN VOGT: I am saying both ways. If your maximum is $30,000 I would agree with that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Okay, you have other comments that you wanted to make, Mr. Vogt?

MAYOR JOHN VOGT: Well, the other couinent was on the senior housing renovation program. Again, as
a couple of people mentioned it should also be increased by numbers and it should also be left
with the senior citizen. Especially speaking of this community we have plenty of contractors here 
and a lot of the senior citizens are very familiar with some of the local contractors and they 
should deal with them directly and get the work done. Again, the three or four that were approved 
for Fort Smith were lumped together and some contractors come here from another community -- I am 
not mentioning the community -- to come here where we have 17 contractors or maybe even 18 or 20, 
in fact another one started the other day. For a small community we have some coming in from out 
of town to do this little work for the senior citizens and in fact, it has never been done. I am 
sure that there are going to be snowflakes flying pretty soon and it is going to get cold out and 
those senior citizens who were selected for the program have still not got their work completed, or 
even started. I am quite concerned about that.

I am sure it would be better if those people could select and pick their own contractors. In fact 
some of them are capable of doing a little bit of work themselv.es because one of them used to be a 
carpenter. So let them decide how they are going to get it done the best, with some supervision 
that the work is going to be completed, what they have asked for. Not that someone says, "I am 
going to put a window in" and then they go out and buy themselves a little car with the money, I do 
not mean that. But_ for the corporation to lump it together again into one contract and hire a 
contractor from Frobisher Bay or Edmonton to do the work, I do not think that is the right thing to

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is that being done now?

MAYOR JOHN VOGT: That is what is happening right now. I talked to one of them the other day and
he is still waiting for than to come -- well, they are coming from Hay River, let us put the cards 
on the table —  and the contractor still has not shown up yet. I talked to Henry the other day 
about it, so I am quite concerned about it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Well, I know that in the past the local band did it.

MAYOR JOHN VOGT: There was some negotiation with the band but I do not know what happened, I do
not know the details. What I would like to see again, and I have seen program similar to that, for
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the upgrading of houses the individual picked their own contractor and the work was completed and 
it worked out. In fact, some of the painting was done by the people themselves and it worked out 
very well. I think the minute the corporation would call a tender on remodelling and upgrading 
houses and senior citizens' homes, especially when the home 1s a little older, and If you ask for 
tender to go to contractors, the price again is going to go way up. But if the senior citizen 
himself could provide a little bit of help and do some work himself, things would work much better 
than having the corporation go out for tender and getting the work done that way.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do you have other comments, Mr. Mayor?

MAYOR JOHN VOGT: Very briefly it was mentioned earlier that there are a lot of single parents or 
young people that are looking for housing and I am also concerned about those young people because 
they have no choice to get out and they are at an age where they are still living with their folks, 
with their relatives or what have you. They cannot really expand their way of life or live a life 
they way they want to live it because they are tied in. Maybe their relatives or their folks are 
drinking, and maybe they would lead a different life if they lived by themselves. They find it 
very difficult to find a place to rent. I am talking about a bachelor or at least a one bedroom 
apartment with a single parent, and there is a great need for such housing in the community.

I have listened to Mr. Bevington when he mentioned that he was speaking on behalf of the 
construction people in Fort Smith. However, I am sure he only spoke about his own business. I 
would like to add to it and say that the restrictions of specifications and what have you and 
giving a little room to manoeuvre around in doing your own thing I think is well welcomed in the 
area of HAP housing. The individual does his own thing and has to live with it after, his little 
mistakes or whatever changes he or she would like to make. But when it cornes to the point where 
the corporation is going to call tender on three or four or six houses and goes out to contractors 
to bid on, you have to have some standards, some specifications so that each contractor would know 
what they are bidding on and what type of material they should be putting in there. With that I 
would say there has to be some plan at least that was developed, and I agree that maybe there could 
be some changes or plans adopted that would fit in the North. I said that a long time ago.

In fact in DPW and also the Housing Corporation many times the architects would be working to come 
up with a plan and we still hire a southern architect to come up and they still have not found an 
answer for It. If we get together with contractors and what have you and get down to the basics. 
The best house that I experienced during the time I have been in construction is the ??split-entry 
home that you could keep quite compact in order to save on your heating bill and it would be about 
a two bedroom, split-entry home, and have the basement come out of the ground about four feet, have 
larger windows in there and as your family grows, you can develop the lower floor and put two more 
bedrooms or even three more into your lower floor and that way as the time goes by you can develop 
it into a four bedroom house. You may not have the kind of family room you would like to have but 
I am sure, out of this particular split-entry home you have a kitchen combination dining room, you 
have a living room and two bedrooms and a washroom upstairs and you can very easily have two 
bedrooms and a small family room or laundry room downstairs.

I think that is one of the homes that should be looked at more, the split-entry home. Sure, we 
like to have other designs come along, but this is something that I would say is like driving a 
Chev car. If you do not have the money to build an elaborate home and get into a better way of 
living or a better start, the split-entry home is one of the most economical places to build and 
also would serve the purpose of a larger family later on.

I think I have said what I wanted to say except for one other thing. We kicked around a lot of 
ideas trying to come up with costing of a house. When you talk about what a should a house cost in 
the North or anywhere. The fact is of course what you are putting into it and what type of 
materials are you going to be using. And it also has a lot to do how good a workmanship you are 
expecting from a home in order to bring up, get up or add to your cost. I am not knocking certain 
things but you know that when you are a contractor you can go out there and bang a house together 
and save a lot of time but then again you can build a home and good workmanship still takes a fair 
share of time. There is, and I have to repeat, particularly in this area the native population is 
experienced in carpentry, plumbing and the electrical end and there is no problem for them to put a 
good home together. That is about all I have to say.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.
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MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr, Chairman. Mr. Mayor, I believe you built some houses down In Fort 
Providence and those were northern rental houses that were built at that time. Compared to the 
public housing, what are your opinions to the way northern rental houses were constructed as 
compared to maybe the prefab public houses that are now being built? What 1s your opinion on the 
quality?

MAYOR JOHN VOGT: At the time I built 1n Providence I don't know who came up with the design at the 
time. There was no architect involved but the design was done by OPW because at that time I do not 
think there was even a housing board or association. The design was In fact very old fashioned. 
There was supposed to be flat roofs and there was 2 x 8s to be used for flat roofs and In fact I 
went to Yellowknife myself and said let's do away with these flat roofs on the housing. Let's put 
cable peaks on these houses and do things around a different way. I tried to get the Insulation 
value Improved. In fact the sheeting on the walls was not specified, we were to use strapping and 
fasten the siding to the strapping. I wasn't happy with that either but I had specifications to go 
by and we only had 2 x 4 studdings at the time. I would have rather seen 2 x 6  construction on the 
exterior wall at that time and six inch Insulation.

However, there was also plumbing and at that time Providence did not even have a pipe 1n the 
ground. There was no water and sewer. At least if they would had made provision for a pump out 
tank or whatever but the house was too small, you couldn't actually put a good size water tank In. 
Maybe it would have been possible If it had been planned better. The design, the layout was poorly 
planned and the specifications with what we had to work with. And I am not looking for an excuse 
but if those changes would have taken place I think that -- I was very annoyed, they were nice 
little units but people still had to come along and use slop palls and you couldn't put the 
plumbing 1n. Either you are going to go all the way to provide people with a decent house or else 
you should leave It alone completely. I think that people could live the way they used to live, 
they had a way of disposing of and living within their little log buildings or whatever. This Is 
the way I felt about the housing 1n Providence.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Comparing the old northern rentals to the public houses that 
are now being built. My feeling is that the construction that they did at that time was good, they 
all had basements too and those are the houses that have less shifting compared to the public 
houses that are now built on pads. They are forever having problems with those, they had to redo 
all those houses a couple of years ago and I don't know how much it cost. They have to use steel 
beams now to support those buildings.

I guess my other question to you would be as a professional contractor, would you say that with the 
terrain In Fort Providence it would be better to build basements and that It would pay off in the 
long run?

MAYOR JOHN VOGT: As I mentioned earlier, if the basement is put out of the ground four feet so you 
could utilize your lower floor as your family grows because the house upstairs Is not very large. 
In fact the windows that were shipped for the basements were much, much smaller than what we 
ordered so the basement could not h v e  been utilized at all. Actually a basement like that Is 
really a waste because all you can use it for is storage or maybe if you need a water storage tank, 
it would be good for that. However, in this day and age, it would be a costly thing to be used 
just for storage because concrete is very expensive now. But 1 believe in Fort Providence you 
could with the formation, the soil is very stable, that you could also use treated wood basements. 
And bring the basement four feet out of the ground and utilize it so that later on you could put 
bedrooms and what have you, in the basement. I think that would be a much better way of doing it 
and building the house much larger and spread it out and have much more exterior facing to the cold 
and the wind. It would be cheaper to heat too.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any further questions or comments? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Obviously from the comments from the people that have come to the meeting there 
are problems with housing in the community. I wonder what do you see as the role of your council 
administration dealing with these problems?
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MAYOR JOHN VOGT: Personally, Í think council and myself should have spent a little more time In

think9 11 9w?c rnfnMi. Г  f? yC^ Pf ° ^ e ‘ Howf er- we have heard from the Metis Association and I 
think It wa„ council s feeling that there would be people making presentations that knew more « м

problems that It would be enough to hear from them and you would 
get enough out of that to hear about the problems that we have In fort Smith.

Z i ? ? / " ! ?  !Üen  are 0f 1ocaL peop1e that are *>«Hd1ng their own homes in Fort Smith. LikeI mentioned edrller, d better wav of rtnlnn it wjtMn -.... .« • » , • . .
people build and own their own homes, that" Is under the НдГрги^ат. ' 1  w^ouTd'VatheTsee^that than

Z . Ĩ  ou? 'C,n ?rS n9iHe?atJS° 3 lot °f timeS people are se1ected that are In public housing aid th J move out, so 1t would leave room for others to move behind. y 1

MR. BALLANTYNE: I don't think you actually answered my question. I will try to rephrase it In

íesíona?ibîiitvryt h p T ?  1У tha? W?,VIS U ?d 11 W3S the dtí3lre of the Pe°P,e to b*ve more Input, more
c o u ^ l / l n / h a m l S  in „ rîïc ° V  i hous n9 programs in their community. And we have met with band 
councils and hamlet councils and they are prepared to take on that responsibility. And if. 1. If
you agree that there should be more local control of the delivery of housing programs. What I 

Ï S  ? „ с е \ Л . . К ® 1 о УЛ “,!!„е^ ,,е i ï ' W 18 ,0" V , S a I’* » 1»" m  would « U  to see for
« Ï Ï Î lh' '” k >,ler M,iS' 0r “  X ”  S M  * ™ "  ^

No» I don't think the town or the council should play within that role Thev 
should be concerned about the shelters and housing within the cornnunlty^ut as you heard e'arlie/

people from theT!Vd°netheh Mltu elected board ,such 35 a housing association or agency with all 
people from the band, the Metis, a very mixed community. to administer and look after that

tîle herauJSa?C m  ?” °Г WhatT r y°u wou1d с а П  ib- 1 N»"* a body such as that could sp^nd íiSre
time because a, you know council as it is is overloaded a lot of times and I think there could bn a
тм?и ĸb6?íer H°b d°ne those people having only one function to attend to. I think it would be 
muc bet er done by having a mixed variety of people and I think the housing authority if you leave 
t like this, I don t know if it Is possible to have an elected board that way or if you will have 

to form an association in order to get an elected board. У У

Íeîethîĩa11yí f?nak1if9 âS 3 may0r’. аП<1 1 u ann0t Speak on beha1f of my council but 1 wou1d H ke to
f H r H n n c  uni/ hd f y0U are 90ing to have the band or the Metis then you are going to have
frictions again because one or the other may not deliver the program the way it should. 9

MR. BALLANTYNE: Maybe I will be more specific then. For instance. I guess what we are lnnkinn at
M a v o / å n / f  L11ty °f What.!ver organization looks after housing in9your community. Would yoî

“ Ï 5 Œ  iand 1 know you, can. t speak for your council but perhaps give us some personal ideas be
a member of t h e T t  i T / n ™ ?  ? ? Ce’ that,.fu С0|ЛЬ have an authority with a member of the band, 

of th.e Metj s loca1* a town councillor, perhaps three or four people elected by a tenants

piау1пд1а°го1а/ i/a/assocĩatĩo/such3^ ]that? WũUld У °“ 506 the ™ nic)pali^  being interested In

Z lïr i înüNfhîGI : H W0Uld 9° A!0"9 u ith that- In fact> we ,jse t0 have a councillor on the housing
I think that wOlnH hP0n ar°Se V e1 0thTer da/ that we d0 not have a councillor on the board anymore i tninĸ that would be w y  useful. I would support that. J

MavorBAh/ANTrïîhi n i haVu T  " Г  4.u*st,on4and you can put your contractor's hat on top of your 
Mayor hat right now. We heard an interesting thing in a community a couple of days aqo where a 
contractor said that one of the problems that he has found in being able to hire local people to 
a r c h i t p r t / p / h Z 'ьГ 0Г rehabll itetton of housing is that the specifications that are designed by 
m s . jeç here or consultants from the South are overcomplicated for the North. Needlessly 

complicated and it takes a degree of skill that is not found in communities. Would you agree that
there is some over complication of the specifications? wou id you agree that

nNtt<nn°nü V?GI- 1 h°n^ tly would have t0 see what the architects specified but if it was just to 
inside9 ptr s,d'n9'.?uttln9 some type of richer insulation on the outside and maybe upgrading the 
’"3'de* ы  1,.bell?*v®.that there is every skill pretty well in every community and maybe the 
contractor0/ ?  o'rder/n яП« / / 1Пд the blfueprint- readin9 the specifications. In fact, the 
exDlain/t lîthPr L / /  i°Ür carPenbers . or your carpenter helper within the community to 
from an architect » inl i f  t ™ 3 W ’?9 ab°ut one item on1y- Because in the S w i n g s

drawings you get very c o n f u s e d . ' ^ U ^ h ^ ^ ^  you^rTtaiking î S r t b u / ĩ  а П и Я  ĩha?
they wouldn't use material that would be completely out of line that the9 local people сГиId not



cope with. I like to refer to when we built Brynant Hall. In fact a lot of the local native 
carpenters had to adjust to metal studdlngs and things as such. And It was basically the same 
principle In using wood studdlngs and they adapted so quickly. I was rt-Oly amazed and I don't 
in ink that should be a problem. It could be maybe if you go further north but I an sure that, In 
fact In what I have heard and learned over the years, there are carpenters and carpenter helpers 
that could easily adapt to.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much, Mr. Mayor. I just wanted to make one comment and 
perhaps I should have made it when Mrs. Marsel 11 os was here but since the question was raised about 
the role of the town council. As I understand It, the housing authority board consists of seven 
members. And as I know, there are four native people, three non-native and of these three 
non-natives, two of them are long term residents. So, I think that 1s a pretty good mixed board 
there. There are four people who own their own homes on that board and three of them are tenants. 
Aside from being elected, would you suggest that that 1s a fairly good representation of the town?

MAYOR JOHN VOGT: I would say yes providing that It could happen sometimes you may stay on a board
too long and that could become a problem sometimes. I don't know what there mandate 1s and how 
long you can remain on that board but you can have problems with elected people too, there Is no 
doubt about that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Doesn't the electorate always have problems with the people they have
elected? I recall very well sitting In this august chamber and In particular this chair on 
different occasions that when the town council did have a member on that board because It was a 
tripartite agreement. We had to put up some of the equity to get the public housing otherwise we 
would not have St. Anne's street now.

MAYOR JOHN VOGT: The town at that time I believe had to also put a percentage of tho maintenance
budget in one agreement but I believe that has been changed.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any further comments or questions of the Mayor? No, then thank 
you very much, Mr. Mayor.

MS ANGIE 8EVINGT0N: I would just like to clarify a matter for the benefit of the public and we
would like to advise you that the housing authority has held a special general meeting of tenants 
only for the express purpose of electing four tenants to sit on the board. We have approximately 
78 heads of households and that Is not counting the senior citizens residence. We had set a quorum 
at 25, only 13 heads of households showed up so we could not elect four members. We now have a 
Metis representative on the board, we asked the Dene band to please suggest a name and we don't 
have one yet. We have three vacancies so if the town council could choose someone tomorrow please 
do so. I felt that I should clarify this matter for the benefit of the public and thank you very 
much.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Any further comments? If there are no further comments then 
I would just like to close it by indicating to those of you who are still here and hopefully 
publicly to those who did come In that we certainly appreciate the time that you took to come to 
make presentations to us. We are not on an ego trip of our own, we are here to listen to the 
concerns of people within communities, not only in this community but in other communities as to 
what they suggest or what their concerns are regarding housing. And because housing Is something 
that everybody kno4* *omething about then those comments that we receive are well taken. I

I am sure I speak for the rest of the Members of the committee when I say that we appreciate very 
much you coming forth. We would have hoped to have had more people but given the time and the 
weather and everything else, it is sometimes difficult to get people to come out. I specifically 
asked to come down here on Wednesday because I always felt that Wednesday was the only night that 
there wasn't anything else on. I did not know that there were bingos cn Wednesday night.

---Laughter

I figured Wednesday was the only safe night. Regardless, we appreciate very much the number of 
people who have come out and put forth their views and again to Mrs. Bevington and her group, thank 
you very much for coming out earlier and speaking with us. We take to heart those kind of 
concerns.
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I d° not think that we are going to be able to solve all the problems of housing, hopefully that 
when we do come out with an Interim report and a final one that 1t will contain some of the 
remedies to some of those concerns voiced here tonight.

°«.U-r 1 » « t  t° thank you very much for your patience and listening and taking

nightC°nd m a s h í ' c h o k ndS °f quest1ons we posed to those who made presentations to us. Good

— ADJOURNMENT



SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON HOUSING 

HAY RIVER. AUGUST 23 - 24. 1984

MEETING WITH HAY RIVER RESERVE

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum):, * , , . Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to call the meeting to order here.
What I should do first and foremost is just indicate to you just who we are. We are s special
committee of the Legislature made up of about eight MLAs, which 1s exactly one-third of our total 
Legislature, we have 24 Members. We have on this committee here today, eight MLAs. We are not a 
committee of the Housing Corporation. We are not a committee of the government's Executive 
Council. We are a committee appointed and set up by the Legislature as a result of a motion made 
by the co-chairman Mr. Pudluk. We are all MLAs and it may be a first in a lot of communities where 
communities can ask all eight of us MLAs questions. You may sometimes get your MLA, both past and 
present, and other members of the government, but rarely do you get an opportunity to meet with 
such a large number of the MLAs.

The reason why we are here is to hear your concerns about housing. You have asked us to come and 
listen to the concerns you have. We will listen to you and hear those concerns on any aspect of 
housing. We were concerned with the allocation and delivery of homes but we are not concerned with 
the construction and anything else that people may want to talk about.

My name is Arnold McCallum and I am the MLA for Fort Smith. I am a co-chairman along with my 
colleague Mr. Ludy Pudluk who is the MLA for the High Arctic and lives in Resolute Bay. To my far 
left, the Member for Yellowknife North, Mr. Mike Ballantyne who lives in Yellowknife; Mr. Joe 
Arlooktoo, MLA for Baffin South and he lives in Lake Harbour; to the far right, Mr. John T'Seleie, 
MLA for Sahtu and he lives in Fort Good Hope; your MLA, Mr. Sam Gargan, MLA for Deh Cho and lives 
in Fort Providence; anH Mr. Red Pedersen, MLA for Kitikmeot West and he lives in Coppermine; Mr. 
Eliza Lawrence, MLA for Tu Nedhe, she lives 1n Yellowknife but the main part of her constituency is 
Fort Resolution. There are two other alternate Members of this committee who are not here.

As I indicated to you why we are here. We as a committee have been travelling throughout the 
Northwest Territories. We have travelled to 10 or 11 communities in Baffin. We have just 
recently concluded a trip through the Mackenzie Delta from Fort Franklin to Tuktoyaktuk. In the 
past week this committee has been travelling through the area around Great Slave Lake from Fort 
Simpson to Fort Resolution, Fort Providence and other places. We will be going in September to the 
Kitikmeot, Central Arctic area east and west, as well as to Holman Island and Sachs Harbour, but 
Coppermine, Cambridge, Pelly Bay, Spence Bay and Gjoa Haven. We hope to-be able to travel to the 
Keewatin sometime iri October. That will then give us a good cross section of a number of 
communities. In all, by the time we are ready to make our first report to the Legislature, we will 
have visited approximately 40 to 50 communities in the NWT.

We are to make a report to the Legislature in the fall session which begins October 31st. Since 
that is Hallowe'en, I am not too sure we want to put a report in on that day, but it will be durinq 
that session. 3

Ws are concerned with all aspects of housing and we would like to hear what you have to say. How 
you feel about housing here in your community and I would hope that you would not be reluctant to 
come out and say something. We do not have the answers to your questions if you want to talk about 
the corporation or the government. What we are here for is to hear those concerns, then to try to 
bring all those concerns from various communities together, then to try and make a report that will 
contain some recommendations for change. Of the number of conerns that you have we may not be able 
to address each and every one of them, but hopefully we will be able to do justice to the kinds of 
concerns that have been noted and have been indicated to us and make some changes or suggest 
improvements for our particular government and its agency, the Housing Corporation.

•-"s'1- v !/-- ;
: л  ' . . .  -  -
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We conduct Instantaneous translation, so the ability to speak In English 1s not necessary. 
Margaret Lelshman will be doing the translation 1n Slavey. We have Instantaneous translation In
Inuktltut for our eastern Members as well. It Is not necessary for you to speak and stop and wait
for translation, but please do not talk too quickly. There should be certain pauses as you speak.

We are ready to hear of your concerns now unless my co-chairman or other Members of the committee 
wish to speak. We welcome the opportunity to be here. For some of us it Is not the first time 1n
the community, for others It 1s the first. So I thank you for the Invitation on behalf of the
committee to come and hear your concerns on housing and I ask you to come forward if you are to 
make a presentation, just come to the table and give us your name because we record everything that
1s being said and we want to make sure that you are properly identified. So with that I would like
to thank the chief and band members for the Invitation and I throw the meeting open to anybody who 
wishes to speak to us of their concerns.

I ask your local MLA, Mr. Gargan, to say a few words. After you make a presentation, just remain 
seated because Members may want to ask questions of you. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to thank the chief and the band members and the 
community for coming and also the Special Committee on Housing for responding to our request to
come over to the reserve. I will be taking the witness stand to talk about the Indian On Reserve
Housing Program, Indian Off Reserve Housing Program, and what has been happening with regard to 
the Hay River Reserve and correspondence to and from the Housing Corporation, between the federal 
and territorial government and the Housing Corporation. I will be giving a brief outline on the 
kinds of problems as far as federal responsibility for "on reserve" housing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum); Thank you, Mr. Gargan. Any concerns on housing? Come forwrd to the 
table.

CHIEF PAT MARTEL: (Translation) Thank you for coming before us today. I hope 1n the future you
can help us with our concerns on housing. All the concerns that people have, It is good to hear 
those concerns. We have many concerns on housing so it Is a good opportunity to talk to you. The 
concerns we have about housing 1n the past should make It a lot better in the future. Anybody that 
wants to tell their concerns about housing, now 1s your chance. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Chief Martel. Don't be shy. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: I represent this constituency as your MLA. I just want to go into a brief history of 
the Hay River Reserve and what has occurred as far as "on reserve" housing goes. I will go through 
a brief summary on the documents I do have. There is a sequence of events that did happen since 
1921 when treaties were signed. Northern Affairs branch in 1956 introduced the Eskimo Housing Loan 
Program with the intention that the Inuit people would live in houses and pay two dollars rent. 
Also the maximum was $67 that they could pay. In 1957 several sawmills were constructed in the 
souther NWT, results were Increased wage employment, increased Indian building skills and 
increased housing construction activities.

From 1958-59 Indian Affairs branch annual report mentioned improved housing conditions, especially 
in the Mackenzie area. The beginning of housing assistance, cash, building materials, etc., from 
government officials other than Indian Affairs, was also recommended.

In 1958-60 the beginning of the welfare housing or the so-called Indian Housing Program was
implemented. Funds for projects were included in the main estimates of Indian Affairs branch.

1958-62 Indian Affairs branch assisted in the construction of 239 homes in the NWT. With grants of 
up to $300 to $4000 depending on the type of house and the builders contribution. IN other words I 
guess sweat equity was a contribution that native people use and harvesting of logs and main 
material for tiles, stoves, windows and doors, were all assisted by the government.

In 1963 a sessional paper of the Legislative Assembly was introduced, called a Social Benefit 
Program for Residents of the NWT, the paper called for integration of all programs administered by 
Indian Affairs, Northern Affairs and the Government of the NWT, and also for the provision of
programs along non-ethnic lines. The Government of the NWT set aside funds for housing programs
with the objective of providing low cost housing In the NWT irrespective of their status.

In 1965 Northern Affairs branch Introduced an Eskimo Low Rental Housing Program which was a
replacement of the failing Eskimo Housing Loan Program.



In 1966 Indian Affairs branch and Northern Affairs branch joined under a new department, Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development. Responsibility for Indians 1n the NWT became the responsibility 
of the Northern Affairs branch. The northern administrative branch recommended to DIAND Minister 
that housing programs be further integrated along non-elhnic lines.

In 1968 Eskimo Rental Housing Program was renamed to Northern Rental Housing Program and expanded 
to Include Treaty Indians. Northern Purchase Program was also Introduced at that time, the 
Introduction of the Indian Off-Reserve and Eskimo Establishment Program.

1969 was when the federal government transferred the housing program to the NWT. 1971 was when the 
task force on housing was established. And In 1974, I guess was the birth of the Housing 
Corporation of the NWT, which took on the responsibility of the housing program.

Just a brief description of the Indian On-Reserve Housing Program. At the time that the 
responsibility of housing was transferred to the territorial government In 1969, there were no 
Indian reserves 1n the NWT. Hay River Reserve was established In 1974. In 1976 a representative 
of the restive attempted to qualify for housing under the on-reserve program, at that time DIAND 
offleals refused the application on the grounds that housing for all people In the NWT was the 
responsibility of the territorial government. There was also a dex sent to us from Indian Affairs 
housing directorate in Ottawa on Monday, stating that this position has still not changed.

The Indian Off-Reserve Program was Introduced In 1965. The Indian On-Reserve was designed to 
provide mortgage assistance to Indians who were relocating In larger communities for employment. 
Ellglbile communities were named: Yellowknife, Hay River, Fort Smith and Inuvik. I guess It Is up 
to the discretion of the Minister to say which other communities could be eligible for that 
program. To date there have only been a few successful candidates who moved to Pine Point for 
employment. Perhaps the greatest single factor behind this low utilization of the program was 
that most Indian people had not been iri the labour force long enough to build up a credit record 
that would make them eligible for the mortgage assistance.

There 1s nothing in the information collected to date that indicates that the off-reserve program 
no longer exist. On the contrary Margaret McGee's paper document -- I have the document here —  
mentions that the paper has received Increased funding from the Department of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development, officials anticipate no problems in having communities such as Tuktoyaktuk 
and Norman Wells added to the eligibility list. The paper also suggested that there may not be any 
problems providing funds for Indian families already residing in the larger economic centres. I 
should remind you that the paper 1s not a statement of official policy.

As far as the RAP, Residential Assistance Program, goes, this one here applies up here too and it 
applies only on the reserves down South. It Is based on a loan that Is forgiveable and CMHC will 
give loans of up to $25,000 in the North, depending on your adjusted income. Anybody that makes 
over $23,000 does not get forgiveness. Anybody that is making $17,000 or less, would receive back 
$5000, $15,000 —  you get back $6500. Anybody making $13,000 or less, you get back $8250 back. So 
this Is the program that Is probably more in line with the reserve.

The correspondence that I have to date that has been going to and from the reserve. One of the 
things that the band insisted in April 1976, "The band council insisted that the housing program 
available through this corporation does not meet their needs and desires. They are not interested 
in any programs that involves a monthly payment for rent or mortgage. The band wants houses that 
are either free or at a very low down payment with no obligation for further payment. They have 
done some research and find that the program that provides housing to Meander River, Alberta, meets 
their requirements of free housing.”

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Excuse me, Mr. Gargan. Is that under the federal program or is that 
under Alberta?

MR. GARGAN: It is a federal program. It goes on to say that they should be eligible for 
on-reserve housing as it is down south. Response to that from -- with regard to the Commissioner's 
response -- this letter was addressed to the managing director in Yellowknife from the regional 
representative in Ottawa and again it emphasizes the same thing that the chief and council were 
and are being told that "As the territorial government is responsible for all houses in the 
Territories, it will also be responsible for housing for Indians. The fact that the Hay River 
Reserve has been established in Hay River, does not alter the situation." So this has been going 
on since 1975. I guess the federal government is not in the position to provide that service to 
the reserve.
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I am not too sure when the last housing program was, when major housing projects were done here on 
the reserve, but most of the people that are living 1n non rental houses or are living In houses 
that were built some time ago —  they do need some major repairs. A lot of them, are senior 
citizens. I have met with the Social Services department right here 1n Hay River with regard to 
the study that they are doing, with regard to the senior citizens housing program and whether there 
1s a need for shelter for senior people here on the reserve.

Mr. Chairman, again the document 1s pretty complicated and 1t is all based on statistics and really 
we made a short tour around the communities and looked at a number of houses and certainly we need 
major repairs to a lot of the houses so that they are energy efficient. The other thing Is that 
Social Services during this well paid study, really 1s to conceal the true problem. In other 
words, Social Services Is aware of the problem. That is one of the problems that was told to me 1n 
visiting the people here before this committee came. The other thing too Is that the Hay River 
Reserve Is part of щу constituency and as of the last Legislative Assemblly, the Hay River Reserve 
1s separate from the town of Hay River. Their consideration here should be Isolated from Hay River 
itself. They do have housing programs across but there Is no kinds of rental programs here on the 
reserve.

A lot of times too, the people who do own their own homes have looked at pressurized water systems 
and told its for their residence, but it seems that one of the major problems here is that most of 
the people use wood for fuel. I don't see that as an excuse to upgrade the present houses they are 
living in and there is always the conversion of fuel and woodstoves that could be bought and 
utilized here on the reserve as part of the answer. Mr. Chairman, that Is all I wanted to say, 1f
there are any questions I may be able to answer them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan, you talked about a dex received, is that just this past
Monday that you received It?

MR. GARGAN: Yes, the 21st of August.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Could we have a copy of It? Is it available to the committee? You
talked about a Margaret McGee paper Is well, 1s that her university work?

MR. GARGAN: Yes. This Is an Indian housing study. It is available to Members. I believe I have
a couple of copies.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You then talked about other correspondence from the band to the
Commissioner?

MR. GARGAN: This is between the Housing Corporation from the regional representative, from the
Department of Indian Affairs, G. F. Kelly. This was based on meeting with the band at that time.
I believe Dan was the chief at that time.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Can the band make that correspondence available to the cormilttee? If
that could be made available to the committee it would be appreciated. Any questions? Mr. Gargan, 
you suggest that what is wanted by the band for this community, is simlllar to the deal that is 
given to the reserve at Meander River.

MR. GARGAN: Yes similar. In reading the correspondence, I am saying that is what was said In
1976, I don't know if the situation has changed since. I was justed referring to the housing 
programs on the reserves, that the band has been trying to get from the federal government. Also,
I have written to the Department of Indian Affairs, John Munro, with regard to this special 
situation based on the correspondence that was written to Jim Antoine, who requested some 
assistance from the federal government to provide housing in Fort Simpson. Mr. Munro replied that 
it only refers to on-reserve people and this was based on his correspondence. I then wrote to him 
and asked him what the situation was to this particular reserve, whether these people are eligible 
for such a program, I wrote around April, I waited another month and wrote another letter In June 
and I haven't recieved anything.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You are not likely to get anything from Mr. Munro now. You are talking
about a proposition that the band wanted eight or nine years ago and you are not sure if that is 
still their position.

MR. GARGAN: I want to stress that the federal government has not changed their position since. 
The territorial government provides all houses for everyone in the North, and that happened before 
Hay River became a reserve and that still stands.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): So what took place 1n the 50's and 60's still holds true today In 1984,
regardless of when the band was formed, which was In the early 70's. Any further questions? I 
would hope that we would get some sort of Indication today, from the band, whether that position 1s 
changpd, Mr. T'Seleie.

T'SELEIE: I wonder, Sam, what the feeling of the people here is, whether or not they think
that the Mousing Corporation should handle the housing on the reserve or whether It should be the 
responsibility of the federal government?

MR. GARGAN: Based on the documents I have, and the circumstances here In the Hay River Reserve
with regard to the town of Hay River, you all have seen the new extension that they are doing to 
the community hall. People here are quite capable of building good log houses without any outside 
help. I believe if there was going to be a program 1n place, it has to be that moneys are 
designated to communities so that they are the ones who should decide on the kinds of houses, 
plans, that should be Implemented. That is my personal feeling.

MR. T'SELEIE: So you think that it does not really matter who Is responsible for 1t, as lonq as It 
Is there?

MR. GARGAN: In June we had a meeting here and I have been trying to get Information for the
reserve with regard to whether they are eligible under the fedearl program. To date I have not 
received anything, so to take a position right now Is premature. You would have to talk to the 
band, what their aspirations are, that Is what I am going to strive for.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Mr. Gargan.

MR, JOHN SMALLGEESE: We are getting a three unit house on the reserve, one of the new ones, I
would like to talk about that. I have the blueprints here. I have six things that should be 
required on that new house. It 1s a HAP house.

First of all the building plan is In metric. But some building materials are In Imperial
measurement. Second, the gyprock through the house and you require a specialized person to tape 
and finish 1t. Who is paying for that person? Third, no building inspection mentioned to the 
Housing. Fourth, no heating for the bedroom or washrooms. Fifth, no closets thoughout the
building. Sixth, no building inspection being done on our new house In construction. No money
allowed to hire qualified project manager to assist or to advise on the building, accordining to 
national building codes. If anyone wants to look at the blueprint, they can go ahead.

With a brand new building coming up like that, it should be done properly and should have a project 
manager or something. That is what I would like to bring up and that is why I am here today.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): So there is no project manager for the project, it is done on an
individual basis. But you say there 1s no inspection. Is that with mechanical or electrical?

MR. JOHN SMALLGEESE: Yes, that is roger.

MR. PAT MARTEL: Mr. Chairman, we have a project manager for the extension on our band office. But 
there are a lot of things wrong with the type of building that these guys are getting, so I think 
the person that you want to get to explain it is -  I will ask him to come up.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Just before we do this I will ask if there are any questions of John.

MR. T'SELEIE: I just want to comment on this. We have heard about these blueprint problems 1n
other communities. I know one other problem with the home-ownership program 1s that the 
corpordtion has a certain number of designs that they require people to choose from. I really do 
not see why it. has to be like that. I think it is a fairly minor kind of detail that is within the 
power of this committee and the corporation to change. On the home assistance program I think that 
$?nPnnfts,h? , be al1owed t0 develop their own blueprints as long as they remain Inside of the 
530,000 limit. People should be allowed to work in the measurement they want, metric or imperial. 
So those are minor details, so when we start to get together on making some recommendations, there 
are many minor recommendations I think we could make and have the corporation change th1elr 
policies.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The timing for construction of the units too, 1s quite a
problem. We are just about at the end of August and people have not started building their houses 
yel. The materials only came 1n July. So the timing 1s quite bad for the people. This Is 
something that should also be considered 1n our deliberations.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): John, did the material come from Hay River?

MR. JOHN SMALLGEESE: I think It came from Igloo Building Supplies.

MR. GARGAN: Also some of the material was supplied locally, but also other material for the HAP
program was from as far away as Winnipeg.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): If there are not further questions perhaps we could have the project
manager.

MR. BILL THOMAS: I am acting project manager for the band for their band office extension. I went
through the blueprints for their new housing, the material for the outside of the building 1s in 
Imperial measurement and the material for the Inside Is 1n metric, so you require extra rafters, 
extra studs Inside because your studs are not going to match up with your outside wall, same as the 
rafters. The heating system that they have designed for that Is a wood cast Iron stove, which Isa 
good heating system except there Is partitlans in the house, there is running water for the 
bathroon, there Is no ventilation for the heat to get out, the bedrooms are the same thing. So the 
bathroon and bedrooms are going to be freezing. It is a very poor heating system.

Another thing, the blueprints are very hard to understand, they are mixed up. They do not have 
special pages for mechanical, they do not have a special page for electrical, it Is throughout, and 
unless It Is a qualified person reading the blueprints —  where do you start? I do not understand 
why there are no building inspections carried out over here. I checked over some buildings and 
they way the buildings are designed, not just for over here but for anywhere, is to the national 
building code, which is the bare minimum you can get away with. If you try to get away with less 
than that, your building is unsafe and it takes a qualified person, I think, to know what the 
national building code Is or how to read the book. So if you are going to supply a housing 
package, material for $30,000 and not have someone qualified to put it up, it is a waste of money 
as far as I am concerned.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Mr. Thomas. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Mashi, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Thomas, I remember there was a time when we used to be
able to build our own homes and our own community halls with the material that was available in our 
area, there are certain standards that have been imposed on us in the past few years, such as the 
national building code, buildings that have to be in packages and then fall apart in a few years. 
And yet we have to live to their standards not to our environment. You were saying that the 
materials were in metric and imperial. Would it not be cheaper to get the materials from the 
Territories rather than from outside, like lumber. We have all kinds of trees up here. If we get 
logs from up here that would create employment as well, since the economy is not all that good in 
the Territories.

MR. BILL THOMAS: The building that I am working on right now was designed by a government engineer 
outside of Fort Smith. He specified that it had to be 10 inch milled logs and there was nowhere I 
could get them in the Territories. All the rest of our material, like lumber, came from Igloo 
BuiIding Supplies.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You are referring to the extension to the band office, was that the 
engineer from Fort Smith. Was that J.P. Levesque?

MR. BILL THOMAS: No, Tony Leaver drew up the blueprints for that and he is carrying out the
building inspections as we progress, which I feel is right because they are overseeing that it Is 
being built in a safe and proper manner. What I do not understand is why they are not doing the 
same thing for the housing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): He indicated that it had to be 10 inch milled logs. In the HAP units
that John was referring to, if you were going to use a cast iron stove to heat the units, what 
would you suggest as a means for you to have a flow of warm air, how would you correct that?
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MR. BILL THOMAS: Those houses are designed with a cathedral celling, so your celling 1s fairly
high and all your heat Is going to rise up. The only way I could see to correct that 1s to put 1n 
those two variable speed fans, mounted right to the top beam, there 1s one running down the centre 
and putting 1n a vent for each room on the top and a vent for each room on the bottom as well, to 
have some air flow.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Would that be difficult?

MR. BILL THOMAS: No 1t 1s not but It 1s an added expense which I do not know whether or not 1t can 
be afforded or not.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Would you suggest then that there should be something done about the
actual design of 1t and get away from a cathedral celling?

MR. BILL THOMAS: Well cathedral celling 1s a lot of wasted space, as far as I am concerned. And 
with a cathedral ceiling that Is where all your heat is, you are roasting up there and freezing 
below.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I would just like to make a comment to the other speaker as well, Mr. Smallgeese,
he brought up a real good point for our recommendations and it has been brought to our attention by 
the other communities as well, and that Is the designing of the building, no closet space, no 
heating for bathrooms, bedrooms, it is so poorly designed. I do not know If the community itself 
had any Input In the design. Was there anyone who had an Input?

MR. BILL THOMAS: Not that I am aware of anyway. And they are designed to the bare minimum
standards. As I was saying, 1f you do not have a thorough knowledge of the national building code 
and nailing specs, all your different specifications to make a building safe and sound, well they 
are not going to stand out. There are no building specs carried out on it to see if they are being 
built right. That is why I feel you have a lot of housing problems here. You might think that
some people are not looking after their houses quite as well as they should, but if a house is not
build well in the first place, I don't care who is living there, it is impossible to look after it.

MRS. LAWRENCE: So the construction of the units you are building -- you have to go according to 
the national building code, is it federal?

MR. BILL THOMAS: Yes, it is right thoughout Canada and with any set of blueprints you get
specifications besides your blueprints and you have to be able to understand them to build in the 
proper manner.

MRS. LAWRENCE: And you are suggesting that we should have our own standard inspection for the
Territories?

MR. BILL THOMAS: I am not suggesting for the Territories, but there should be -- I feel for any
housing programs over here, they should have housing inspections, the same as anywhere else. If I
was building a house on the other side of the river, there is going to be someone there inspecting 
my electrical, my plumbing, my structure, to make sure it is built according to that code. Why is 
it not being carried out on this side?

MRS. LAWRENCE: If it is national, federal, we have problems changing that.

MR. BILL THOMAS: Well I was in Cambridge Bay for four years and up there they followed a national
building code.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do you know whether this is just applicable or in relatin'- ":o the HAP
units -- where there are no inspections? Or do you feel it is more of a problem, that t *re are no 
inspections simply because it is over here on the reserve?

MR. BILL THOMAS: I believe it is because it is here on the reserve. Because I have worked around
the Territories, as well as down South, and there is always building inspections being carried out
to make sure it is being built in the proper manner.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I do not mean to put you on the spot, but when you were Involved
throughout the Central Arctic, those were done with public housing through the corporation?
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MR. BILL THOMAS: Yes, but I worked for the territorial government up there. Another bad fault
with those blueprints 1s that there Is only one entrance. I feel that there should be another exit 
1n case of fire.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you for your concern and we will consider this 1n our reconmendatlons. 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Pedersen.

MR. PEDERSEN: Just a comment on the Inspections. To щу knowledge and щу experience, 1t is not
only corporation owned and public housing units, privately built houses, no matter where the
funding comes from also has to be Inspected, certainly by an electrical Inspector, before any power 
company is allowed to hook up to the building. So the Inspections have to apply throughout the NWT 
arid If it does not apply here It has to be because it is a reserve.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Bill, in your opinion what would be the best way of constructing a home up here.
Would It be logs or stick built?

MR. BILL THOMAS: I would have to say stick built with staggered studs for your insulation value on
all your exterior walls. Wood has very poor Insulation value, the cold goes right through 1t, the 
heat works the other way, in the summer it comes right through. So your most sound home that is 
going to last a hundred years or whatever, would have to be a stick built home.

MR. T'SELEIE: I have pretty good information that logs are one of the best —  I could find you
scientific studies that logs have one of the best kinds of insulating values. I live in a log 
house and I use wood heat and my place costs less to heat than a public house which I guess is 
built to the national building code. I am a lot happier with my place than any of those people 
living in those places. I agree with you too that a frame construction done properly, can be good, 
but I do not agree with you —  log building done properly is also good and if it is not done
properly it 1s no good. We should not dismiss log construction like this. So 1 wanted to point
that out.

MR. BILL THOMAS: I was not saying that a log structure was not sound. The log structure is
probably one of the most sound buildings there is. What I was saying for energy efficiency, a 
staggerered stud building is much more energy efficient than any other type of building. If you 
look at a building up here, where people figure "I’ll put up eight inch two by eight studs on all 
my exterior, fill that with insulation and I am going to have a good warm house". You look at the 
house in the wintertime and you can pick out every stud in there because the heat is coming throuqh 
that eight inches of wood.

MR. T'SELEIE: That would be because of the contractors, I guess.

— Laughter

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I think Mr. Thomas was asked for an opinion and I think he gave it in
there. There may very well be decending voices as to the relative merits of one of the other, but 
I think Mr. Gargan did ask him his opinion. Are there further questions of Mr. Thomas? Thank you 
very much Mr. Thomas, we appreciate it. Roy I saw you jump once, are you going to jump again?

— Laughter

Don't be bashful 1 now.

MR. ROY FABIAN: Normally I like to speak in Slavey, but for your benefit I will speak your
language. I am a member of the Hay River Dene Band and have lived the major portion of my life 
here on the reserve, or in the village because it has only been a reserve for nine years. Like I 
said in the beginning, I prefer to speak in my native tongue but since you are providing 
translation for the elders I will say what I have to say 1n English.

I have been quite involved with the band for quite a few years now. As a child I watched the 
village change from just a camp into a community. I saw Hay River go from a village into a town.
I saw all the developments take place and saw all my people at their best and saw them after the
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developments had taken place, at their worst. Not because they wanted to be that way but because 
of circumstances that always led to the fact that native people or native people in any area will 
go through these social problems. Our people have always been nomadic people, they have travelled 
after their food and didn't really need any permanent structures until the white settlers came In 
and brought in their fur trading and the missionaries came in and brought their churches. It was 
then we had to start worririg about permanent structures and that is when"the house building came to 
be. The native people adapted very easily in being able to build probably the best log houses any 
where. You went down to the village and saw some of those old log houses, some of those log houses 
have been there for well over 60 years. These buildings were put together in such a manner that 
the art of building this kind of a building has gone on with our elders that have passed on. We 
can no longer build our houses that well. Again I have to disagree with the previous speaker that 
logs are not as good as stick built because I feel that logs have a better insulation than any 
other material that they have to offer up to now. Probably the most cheapest to get also, because 
if you want to buy insulation a bundle will cost you more that $20 to cover a few feet.

Just to get back to what we were saying before regarding our elders being able to build their own 
homes. They built them pretty well all over place. Wherever they moved after their food that is 
where they built them. After they started using permanent structures they found the convenience of 
it and started using it, they built them wherever their traplines were, wherever their fish camps 
were and wherever their hunting grounds were. These structures were always made of logs and 
provided a very good atmosphere. The native people being strong families had always depended on 
this type of housing. The need for rooms and things like that were never really taken into 
consideration before. They had one big room where everybody lived in, that was their kitchen, 
living room, bedroom or whatever they used it for.

As our people began to depend more and more on the wage economy in order to survive and because of 
the incompentance of the federal government in trying to keep our land, 75 per cent of our land has 
been burnt out and the other 25 per cent has been developed. Our people could not go out onto the 
land anymore and they had to start depending on the town of Hay River for their jobs and up until 
10 years ago they had totally depended on either the wage economy or welfare. The housing was very 
poor in regard to the kind of housing that the Department of Indian Affairs or the territorial 
government had provided up til then. Before that when they provided their own houses with their 
own logs they provided very good homes for themselves but because of our people losing the art of 
building their own homes they had to start depending on the Department of Indian Affairs too build 
their own houses.

The first house that I can remember being built was built by my father who had built probably one 
of the first stick built frame houses in Hay River. My father had gone through pretty well the 
whole development stage, he was a trapper, a hunter by trade and did a lot of work with the wage 
economy where he had picked up a lot of these skills from his work and therefore was able to build 
his own house. For its age it is probably one of the most soundest house still that Is on the 
reserve at this moment. He built it well and it was one of the first stick built houses. As the 
years went by, when there was the flood here in 1963 most of the houses were damaged by water and 
most of the insulation in the houses was destroyed. They had to have a housing program, they had 
to build these people houses in order for them to survive the winters that were to follow.

The Department of Indian Affairs again came in and built, I believe, 20 houses for the native 
people here. These houses were built about a mile and a half from where they are situated now. I 
don't know if it was pointed out to you when we took you on the tour but the houses were built in 
an area about a mile an a half from where they are now. They had to be dragged by bulldozers too 
where they are sitting now. These houses within two or three years, the floors started dropping 
out of them, the ceilings started falling in and the walls were falling apart. This was because 
these houses were moved around so much and they were probably twisted and did all kinds of funny 
little tricks trying to get over any bumps. But these houses were very very poor and these houses 
were built by the Department of Indian Affairs, they gave someone a contract and they were built 
through contractors. The people that owned these houses were allowed to work on the program with 
the contractors and work on their own houses for I believe some kind of ration or welfare 
assistance while they did that.

So, the families did provide some help into building these houses. But the quality of these 
buildings were not up to standards and they started falling apart. On numerous occasions we were 
told that we did not know how to take care of our own homes, but we knew how to take care of them, 
it was just that the houses were built so poorly that they just didn't keep up. That is one of 
things that I am happy that the previous speaker had pointed out. That in order for any building 
to survive a long time it has to be built up to standards and if not they will fall apart.
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In 1973 or when the reserve was created the band asked the Department of Indian Affairs for more 
housing and through the help of the Department of Indian Affairs the territorial government and 
also the NWT Housing Corporation the band was able to get some funds to build 10 more units. With 
carefull planning by the band council and also the band manager they were able to build the ten 
houses out of logs, the houses that you saw here today. The way they built those was they put logs 
on the outside and put 1n two inch walls of insulation in the inside. To date I haven't been in a 
house that isn't warmer than these. When it is 30 below outside —  I live in one of those houses 
and all I use Is a wood cookstove with a oven on 1t to heat my house. In the evenings because I 
have small kids and because 1t gets pretty cold I have a space heater for the evenings. These 
houses are very well built. The only problem Is that the houses were built on too small of a pad 
and the footings are starting to fall out from under them but that can easily be solved.

Back In the early 1970's when the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline was looming on the horizon the people 
up to then were just living on their own, people never paid too much attention to them. They lived 
on their own, no electricity, no telephones, no highway and no water delivery service. They might 
as well have been living 200 miles out in the bush, although they were just straight across from 
Hay River. The people were asked to move away from the reserve and this was really low down for 
the territorial government or some of the people that took part in this to have done. But they 
didn't want the people in the villages, NTCL wanted that land and the town wanted the land, but the 
native people were living on It.

One of the things that used to lure them off of the land was housing. This is the kind of thing 
that we have had to live with in the last 10 years. The exact amount of families that were living 
In the two villages and at that time it wasn't the reserve. The exact amount of families that were 
living on the reserve, the exact amount of low cost houses were built in Hay River. The people 
were told that if you guys move off into these nice houses with running water, you don't have to 
pay for fuel, you don't have to pay for electricity, all you have to pay is $10 a month and if you 
keep up your payments, 20 years from now you can own those houses. A lot of times it was not 
explained to them, that if 20 years from now they own those houses, that they will have to pay 
taxes and pay for all of the other things that the people in Hay River have to pay for. This was 
not explained to them.

The people looked at those houses and turned around and said no. No matter what kind of conditions 
that we are living in now we cannot live in that kind of a condition. We are native people and we 
have a way of life and cannot live the way you want us to live. You want us to live in houses with 
running water and electricity with a little lot, we can't even build a smoke house outside to smoke 
our fish and don't know where in hell we are going to tie our dogs. At that time most of the 
families had dog teams. The people considered it and refused it. Some families went and to date 
the social problems that they have run into, if you look into the history of all of these families 
that did take these homes you will see that the families are broken up or have very social problems 
and cannot function in your society.

This is the kind of thing that the government had used through housing to get the people off of the 
land and I for one am very proud of my elders for standing up too that. I just wanted to point out 
to you that housing is a need and there are certain standards that the Canadian government has 
established for all people in Canada for their needs for housing and yet the territorial government 
and some other people have used this kind of a thing to try and lure the people off of the land and 
get them into a situation that would have totally destroyed them. Following that the band found 
out that the town was trying to pull out the land from under them so they went and created a 
reserve. The point here that I am trying to make is that housing had been used, in our case maybe 
this has not been the case in other coimunities but in our case housing had been used against us. 
Because at that time the band did not want to go into those low cost housing there has never been a 
repair program in the village in those five or six years because they wanted the people to move off 
of the reserve off the land here. That is the kind of tactics that the government used and in 
return following that they created the NWT Housing Corporation which I think was a big mistake. 
The native people now are probably in a worse situation than they have been when they were dealing 
with the Department of Indian Affairs. At least the Department of Indian Affairs provided the 
project manager and they provided you with food while you built your own home. Now what the NWT 
Housing Corporation is doing is taking all of the materials and dumping them in your yard and 
expecting you to build those houses, no project manager, no one to make sure that you are building 
your house right. That is the kind of thing that the NWT Housing Corporation stands for.

I am very glad that the previous speaker pointed out that if you don't build your house up to 
standards that your house will fall apart. I know that some of these houses that have been built 
the inspectors are the program directors from the NWT Housing Corporation. Those people are 
working in offices, they are not carpenters and yet they go out and inspect houses to make sure
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that they are built the right way. How can they do that, when they don't know what the national 
building code Is. This Is something that I know we have always used our own standards in the past 
but here on the reserve my belief Is that the people do not live off the land any longer they have 
to depend a great deal on the wage economy, our land Is all burnt out and fish are pretty well all 
fished out, we can't get as many fish as we could before. These people have to depend on permanent 
houses In this community structure. They need homes, whether they are log houses or stick built 
houses. They need good homes and the territorial government, I know for a fact because 1 did some 
research on this that the territorial government 1s supposed to be responsible for housing on the 
reserve. In fact the territorial government 1s supposed to be responsible for all services on the 
reserve, this was an agreement that was made back 1n 1974 between the federal government and the 
territorial government and probably the band has all of this documented and they will be making 
their own presentation so I will let them do all of the proving.

This 1s something that the band had gone through to get where they are at right now and I just 
wanted to point 1t out to you. The housing Is poor and my feeling Is, I don't know too much about 
Inspecting houses and It is unfortunate that you didn't have the time to see some of those houses, 
you saw tne outsides of them but not the Insides. Most of the houses should be condemned. Out of 
those 20 units that were put up in 1965 just shortly after the flood, they should all be 
condemned. There were four units that were built by some job creation program in 1972 have only 
one door going out and only two windows 1n the whole building. These types of houses are fire 
traps and yet people are living in them because they have no where else to go. In fact 1n the late 
1960's one man did burn to death in one of those houses and this is the kind of conditions that we 
have to live 1n.

My belief 1s that the people here are not ready to start building their own homes and now they are 
very seriously worried about the conditions that they are living 1n. The band council has done a 
great deal of work to try and provide these homes but because of the kinds of programs that the NWT 
Housing Corporation admlnsters for the territorial government they can't get the right amount of 
houses for our people. Our elders are the ones that are suffering the most. They are the ones 
that are living in the houses that should be condemned, in the homes that were built In 1965. The 
NWT Housing Corporation provides this housing assistance program. This program works on a priority 
basis, unless you are married and have a family you do not get a home, and most of the elders are 
single and they cannot get any housing. Bachelors and single people have to live with their 
families in crowded homes in order to survive. There is a group of men on the reserve that have no 
place to live, most of them live wherever someone will take them In. These men have no place to 
live on the reserve and they don't want to live in Hay River. They are native people and they want 
to remain on the reserve. The NWT Housing Corporation does not provide housing for these type of 
people all they provide housing for is the families and these people need a lot of help.

One of the problems that I ran into was that I wanted to build an addition onto my house. I 
applied to the NWT Housing Corporation for a RAP program, a.i assistance program. After a few phone 
calls I just gave up on it. Because what they were telling me was as long as I am on the reserve I 
have to get a ministerial guarantee 1n order to get a loan for my house. All I need was 2 or 3 
thousand dollars to do it. Now what I had to do was dig into my meager savings and the house that 
I am working on right now I am using all of my savings In order t.o build that house. The CMHC will 
not lend me any money until they get a ministerial guarantee and as you are aware we don't have a 
minister, they are all too busy campainging and there is no time to worry about one little guy that 
1s up 1n the Northwest Territories.

One of things that was told by CMHC was that they said they were not sure who was responsible for 
housing on the reserve. They said we are sure that Indian Affairs is responsible for it but since 
we are In the Northwest Territories Indian Affairs has said that the territorial government is 
responsible for housing. We think maybe the Government, of the NWT Is responsible for your loan. 
So they didn't know what to do and I was really stuck and I still don't know what I am going to 
do. I started building my house and like I said I am using my own money. It looks like now I am 
going to have to go back to work faster than what I had planned. I will not be able to finish my 
house If I don't get back to work and start earning my own money to buy materials.

This Is the kind of thing that we ran up against living on the reserve here. The NWT Housing 
Corporation does not feel that they are responsible for us and that the Department of Indian 
Affairs should be the ones responsible for us. There is very poor comnuni cat ions between the 
departments, between the territorial government, Department of Indian Affairs and the NWT Housing 
Corporation. If they all sat down together I think they could probably solve the problem, but 
nobody has taken time to do that.

:: -/•
X .
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There is one other thing I wanted to mention. When I was still working as a band manager, one many 

nnme,nHP hl° ff 4 ™  and said his h0,JSe waî геа11У snail a"d his kinds were growing
nnf а \ л  !T Í J ' S  h J  Д ,  f° d0M !ome ^ rk on h1s house> he wondered if the band could help him 
°“î'M So 1 ta1ked t0 the chief *nd said to go to NWT Housing Corporation and find out —  we'll

sn th°“SetJ SH S0°? 35 ?  ? "  ^  r yhe -h?y csn hc!p h;'" Ù"1 »• neantime ter a short 
ínĩe* J° lh4  . us 4  app,y for the Emergency Repair Program. So I put In an application for 
them and about two or three months later and said "George Small geese isn't w l i c a b l e  for the 
Emergency Repair Program because his house had this a few years ago." ^

hÅ aW3y *.un0W tbat.1n 1979 after I spent one year here the band wanted to repair some of the
f!US!li!taUSe lhey were in Poor condition. So we wrote a letter to the Housing Corporation asking 
to nnStlS thÂC M,aïd thie y usan d thu y W<ere not respons)ble for housing on the reserve. So they told us 
thar not 6 Va кУ nousing, oo we wrote them a letter and they told us the same thing,
that they were not responsible for housing repairs on the reserve, oo to the department of Indian
î and tfley4 saind,atheii ï!re not resPonsible either, that they had an i ^ e m e n t  with
the territorial government In 1974 and they are responsible for it.

In the end, I fought with them for nearly five months, trying to qet an answer I aot tired of it
and I talked to the DIAND and said the band council’wants to hold a meet ng with al the partie

П  l b i f n d i et 5 £ y t 0 uS°1Ve ? ' s da:nn prob1em here‘ So wfi went 1» a"d down and th?y were 
ĩJl V n ĩ Í  th f îh°ther' We Spend four hours s1tt1n9 there and arguing with them. Eventually they 
did agree that there was a problem and that it should be resolved and It took another three

abetter thlrh* Л ы 9?н S20,00° of 1# о Л л 1Л и!;1п9 Ccrporation. They sent up the cheque and 
Иг.гг^Ь?Г kb cb s? d they were giving us $£.0,000 for housing repairs. We said fine. We had 30
ÎH00 ner h!LrrPa,^ea'iiWe d,d ^  w e .could and divided “P the топеУ and it came out to exactly
И oorfna ïnri l l  re. T r d d°, W,th that at the t)me was cnsffletic 'terns, like windows and

d ?ud, Г!' „Ie nfc/ J ed t0 put some extra msulation into the attics. We were not told in
v M r ] eii?prthf H  the î20,0,n0 .was rePa1r 10 houses or eight houses, we were not told that. Four 
years later this guy wants to put an addition onto his houses and he applies for a urant and we

bíndlÎadlihfPtîIpe?í*ntreC,Thdt l800 f°r a" Emergency Repair pr°9ram and that this was once in a Duilding lifetime grant. That house can never receive money from the Emergency Repair Program.

So that is the kind of thing we are running into on the reserve. Mainly because of the noor
t M n k níhÅt1?hÍ th3t t0°k Pla(ce ,between{ the departments. But I wanted to point out to you that I
th*'L. f  the reserve here is in a unique situation because it is the only reserve here in the NWT 
and the Department of Indian Affairs feels that it is not responsible for it because ‘t i" j„ the

eî r°trh.;SthaIÍ ДСЗиДе °f аП a9;eer nt.thatc WaS s,9"«* in 1974 and'the terH tori al government
Í S s  i f ' k s ' u U e  « 7 S r e  °r '*• S° the K“ S'n9 Согиг* " ”' d0M "s

The NWT Housing Corporation is going to have to -  this is my own personal feeling, because wnen

U U Tw ork for t h f X r l m l n t 0" T6/ 61"6 $54°° t y! ar for h0“sin9. a housing allowance they call 
t : \ c i  non If  l h government. If  a person works for the government for 10 years that comes out
íraít5í ,02há f h -,MrkS / ° Г / °  years that is $108>000- Tet when we talk to them about housing
grants, they are willing to give us a "once on a lifetime" grant of $30,000. Now the house that I
h n J j V " t 1П; the baPf rece1ved î10»000 for that house and that is all they used to build that 

1tyJ T S fr°m T : ; '  1f 1 am sti11 l1ving a"d If I am living in that house -- if the 
government would have provided me with $10,000 to live in that house, meanwhile a government
? Е ’° Г Л‘ r« e,« d <» 20 «"* -  «08.000. To *. for №at S r S t
таке sense and it really bugs me when a government employee tells me that I am lookinq for a
for the’ nnv^nmínf f J al k t0inhem ? housln.g pro9ram- And I know damn well that if he works
a?r„î5w nnf I» h 1 f t 10 years he is Setting ">ore money than I will ever receive because Ialreacy got my house, I will never get another housing grant.

ir e min 0th llhL s l l U n! J ^ h«h , S .P0Sltl0n- • A11 the " ative p,ÎOple' ri9ht alon9 the Mackenzie Valley 
is  fa ir  I I n i  t n° ’n tbe wor1d that you or anyb0(Jy can cor,vince me that th is
of the thinns Vha f 1ПьвииР it0 the 9иУ ,thab thinks he is going to argue with me and I know that one 
benefft th The Îïaïontht L  y ***■''■ work for the government and this housing is a 
they aíé lb ln o  In  the ÎS r  ?  receiving that benefit is because they are working in the NWT and

Ï  r  !n î be  ̂am liv in g  in the NWT, my father is liv inq  in the NWT whv can't he
c Ehat kJ,nd of nioney to build himself a home? And everybody says we are always’ lookinq for a

™  “ n 7l!a k  Ж Т Л  “ T  .As fa1 *S ' “  c m «''№ d ’ this .hole Ш Т а! Г УоЛе Ы 9 2ei?arlprogram. That is all it is and yet people can stand up and tell me — it reallv buos me when I

Setting0 fo 7  a s a la ry  ^ A n d ^ t h ^ ’У th<2 T  HHUSÍn9 C o rp oration  employees, I know wifat they are 

S Í  fh’ e po t„ t ? « a : t 'e d  7 a k? t X u T / s  '  “ У "  ,00к,Л8 f0 '' a handd“t ' Sd ,s
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Thank you for listening to me and for your patience and I am sorry I took up so much of your time 
but to me this Is been an Item that I have always wanted to point out to someone.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Thank you, Roy. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: An excellent presentation and I think It shed a lot of light on the problems that 
you have here on the reserve. I would like to say a couple of things here. I see there 1s a 
double problem here and I see some slmlllarltles within my constituency within Detah and Rainbow 
Valley. It Is not a reserve but 1t 1s federal land reserved for Indians and there has been a lot 
of problems with the federal government, territorial government, and the municipal government, all 
saying that It Is the other guys responsibility. I see the problem you have here with both the 
territorial and federal government passing the buck back and forth and you are caught In the 
middle. 3

I see another problem that 1s slmlllar with the reserve here and Detah and Rainbow Valley, they are
so close to a big centre and they tend to be forgotton. People tend to lump the reserve with Hay
River and people tend to lump Rainbow Valley and Detah with Yellowknife and tend to Ignore 1t. So 
I think I understand your problem very well.

The question I would like to ask is: Would you support the Idea, if they committee made a
recommendation that the Housing Corporation and the territorial government take over the 
responsibility, unequivocally, of housing programs here, not the federal government. But to do it 
and to do It properly. If It was done properly, could you support that Concept?

MR. ROY FABIEN: My presentation was a personal one. Right now I am not working for anybody and I
am just here as an interested tenant. I would think that, for the reserve here, we need some kind 
of a housing program, who delivers it I do not think 1s important. But the thing that I would like 
to say Is of course like everybody else, we will take whoever has the best to offer. If the
territorial government Is golne to do it, fine, but 1f It is going to be done through the NWT
Housing Corporation, I don't think It is the answer because the Housing Corporation Is just another 
bureaucratic system that we have to work with. I know we have to work with a bureaucratic system 
but that one Is the most bureaucratic. In order for the money to get down to us, It goes through 
three levels before It even reaches the guy that Is supposed to be benefiting from It. It qoes 
from the federal government to the territorial government to the corporation and then to the
district office, four different levels before we get the money that the Minister 1s promising us. 
When you go through all that, we are losing several million dollars on wages and housing
allowances, before we get that and then the people here are entitled to a meager $30,000 to build a

on $30,000 1s that It Is an Inadequate grant for materials. It takes a lot to 
build a house. I thought I could put an extension onto my house with logs but already a month has 
gone by and I am just finishing off the floor right now. So It takes a lot of time to build a 
home. It Is alright if you had a steady job for 10 years and you had enough savings and you could 
take maybe three months off, leave without pay, and you know you will have job at the end of 1t. 
You could probably then take time off to build a home. But amongst the native people, here on the 
reserve, that Is not the situation. If you quit your job that is it. You are are guaranteed a job 
three months down the road after you have finished working and who is going to feed your family? 
In most cases the money that you are making -- you are living on that money, right now. There is 
no provisions, you can't save any money. And everyone knows the economic situation we are in rlqht 
now, you need at least $25,000 in order to save money to live.

Most of these people are living away below the poverty level and then at the same time they are 
expected to c;.ild their own homes. It sounds a little weird but that is the way It Is. If you can 
take three months off to build a home, fine. But with the native people we do not have that 
luxury. I have no trouble with the NWT government providing a housing program on the reserve 1f it 
is better than what the Department of Indian Affairs 1s going to offer us and that it won't go 
through 10 hands before it gets to us. ĩ am all for getting the money directly from the federal 
government because at least that way it does not pass through three other hands and several 
thousand dollars worth of administrative costs before it gets to me. That Is the point I would 
like to make.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.
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MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Roy, with regard to the Housing Corporation and the district 
offices, In your opinion should It be an administrative body or should 1t be more of a funding 
agency that, designates so much money to the bands, the bands are the ones that go shopping around 
for the best deal, the best design, and utilizing local resources as a basis for Implementing 
housing programs?

MR. ROY FABIEN: My feeling 1s that If the band receives the money directly from the territorial 
government, minus the NWT Housing Corporation, maybe 10 years ago we could not do that, or five 
years ago we could not do what we can do now. But now, we have an administrative body that can 
handle all that. What 1t may mean that we may have to hire one person to order materials and 
organize the whole thing but at least the money Is going to someone that really deserves it. And 
it does not take 10 people to do It, Right now that is how it works. I don't know that wage scale 
of the Housing Corporation but I assume that It is over $25,000 a year and we could do 1t here for 
that amount of money.

The other thing Is that I think the local businessmen would give us a better deal 1f they knew that 
year after' year we will deal with them all the time, on lumber and all housing materials, 1f we 
went to them year after year. But up until now, they won't give us a deal because they are not 
sure that we are going to give us the business In the next year's housing program. So if the band 
got the money directly 1t would be better.

MR. GARGAN: With regard to the headquarters office in Yellowknife, they have a sick staff that go 
with a budget of $1.5 million. They have "special travel" and that Is to cover costs for annual 
leave and some medical travel south when the employees get sick and 1t is $118,000. I thought I 
would mention that.

The other thing I wanted to mention Is Bill Thomas mentioned In regard to the housing directorate 
1n Ottawa. It 1s true what Bill said, the Department of Indian Affairs, it says here that "the 
annual construction and renovation target as set by cabinet of 2004 new units that meet minimum 
standards of the national building code". So all the houses that are built for native people are 
just barely making the national building code. It is quite something.

MR. ROY FABIEN: That $1.5 million for wages, that Is equal to 50 HAP grants.

MR. GARGAN: Their salary budget is something like $1.5 million. Something like the Alcohol and 
Drug Co-ordinating Council or the National Native Alcohol Abuse Program Is a body of people that 
decide who gets the alcohol programs and things like’that and they do not spend that much money 
deciding those things, thpy meet four times a year and decide on those things. Maybe 20 years ago 
we could not take on that responsibility, like you said, but certainly we are capable of doing that 
now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Roy, you touched base with me on a lot of points, you pointed out your concerns 
very well. I suppose because I live with those problems all my life as well. There was a time 
when they first introduced the housing in Fort Resolution and they offered the people new housing 
for two dollars a month, and said that over a period of time they could own those houses. In the 
meantime they destroyed their original home that was built by my grandfather, to the point now 
their rent Is out of control, they are in arrears and people who used to build their own homes are 
put in a spot where they cannot apply for any grants because of their arrears. I guess this is one 
of the concerns that was brought to my attention many times and because of that I supported the 
motin to establish a special committee.

We. have a pretty good idea of what some of the houses are like inside because we checked some of 
the houses in the other communities. We are sorry we could not have more time to visit some of 
your homes. You made a lot of good points and I would like to say that I know exactly what you are 
talking about and I thank you very much for your participation.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. T'Seleie.

MR. T'SELEIE: I thank you for your good presentations. I will be going back over the transcripts 
and reading your presentaton with interest. I think you have a chance here on the reserve to get 
into housing in a good way because you are not caught up with the corporation yet, the way some 
communities are. So what you say about handling everything yourselves here, I think the committee 
thinks along those lines and we have heard that in other communities as well.



One of the areas that the committee is looking at, has to do with the allocation of new housing 
every year. The Housing Corporation gets about 75 per cent of Its money from Canada Mortgage and 
Housing and the other 25 per cent comes from the GNWT. So really the part that we can control 1s 
only 25 per cent of their budget. That 1s what we see and what we approve each year. What vw 
approve each year has to do with how many houses go to the East, to the West, where.they go, which 
communities do they go to. Many of these decisions are made by the bureaucrats and we get to see 
them sort of at the last stane and unless we see something grossly wrong with the decisions that 
the bureaucrats have made, at that stage there Isn't much we can do about 1t.

We are told that the way they make their decisions about which communities get housing, Is based In 
need, they tell us. Yet at the same time we have the feeling sometimes that which MLA makes the 
most noise will get housing In their region. So the committee 1s Interested In suggestions about 
how those decisions should be made. There can be something inside the recommendations to help 
decide who should get new housing each year. I just wonder whether you had any Ideas on that.

MR. ROY FABIEN: I haven't really thought about It. The only thing I have been concerned about Is 
that the Housing Corporation spends quite a bit of money trying to deliver programs. I have not 
thought about how these houses should be allocated. My own experience with my band Is that It has 
always been on a priority basis and the elders are going to have to be commended for their 
suffering because they are always willing to stand last in U n e  for young children. That Is the 
way we have handled 11. I know 1t Isn't fair to the elders but they are always willing to 
sacrifice. The band has always done it on a priority basis.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much Roy. Are there any other comments or questions of 
Mr. Fabien? Thank you very much.

MS VERNA TAMBOUR: I am a band member in Hay River. I am a single parent with two kids. The only 
program available to me at present 1s the HAP progrm and If their priority Is that a couple be 
married with at least seven or four or five kids, they will get a house before I will. My problem 
1s that when all the married couples with kids get their house and I become a priority, by that 
time, say they give me a HAP unit, they can plunk a bunch of material down at my doorstep, but I 
have no carpentry skills whatsoever, no experience building houses and I have nobody else to rely 
on. This also presents a problem to "me. I would just like to point out that this program is 
discriminating against single parents, most of who are women, they are headed by women. Either I 
get married and have 10 kids and become a priority, or I wait.

Presently I am living in a house that should be condemned. It was built 20 years ago, 1t has been 
through a flood, and as Roy has already pointed out, we are not really eligible for an ERP program, 
Emergency Repair Program. I feel that 1t Is useless spending thousands of dollars rehabilitating a 
house that should be condemned, which means ripping out rotten floors, reinsulating walls. The 
foundation that It is sitting on, the cement, It Is so broken up It is just nonexistent. The money 
should go toward construction of a better house that will last another 50 or 60 years.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Verna. Any questions or comments. You say you are living in 
one now, is that one on the bank Verna?

MS VERNA TAMBOUR: Yes. There are 20 of those units. So that is 20 families that are presently 
waiting for a better house. Fort Smith Region probably gets about 20 units a year, so 1f we gets 
four units a year, that is five years down the road that all those families will have houses. But 
it does not address the problem of all those kids living 1n those houses right now with their 
parents, who would like to get married but have no other place to live. I was wondering 1f this 
Issue was addressed by other women?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I don't think it has, to be quite honest. I know there 1s a demand for 
single parent dwellings but more in the sense of social housing. Whereby you would look for social 
housing to come up and you would pay rent for 1t. But you are talking about home-ownership, it may 
have been brought to our attention but only in the sense of social housing, but not 1n a 
home-ownership program. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Verna, I agree totally with you that there may be some 
discrimination going on within the Housing Corporation and as far as attititude goes, its something 
else too. I guess there is not set policy for programs. I think they go on a point system but 
usually if they do get a policy it Is not toward the needs of the community but toward their own 
protection. They create a policy that makes it difficult for people to obtain shelter.
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The Interesting thing about the budget this year Is that Just about 60 per cent Is allocated 
toward public houses. Home-ownership Is only 18 per cent and senior citizens Is four per cent and 
major renovations is 24 per cent. I believe 1t should be the other way around, there should be 
more budgeted toward home-ownership and less toward public houses. In every community we have been 
to, this has been the case, that people are striving toward home-ownership and do not want to pay 
rent the rest of their lives. I just thought I would mention that and I think John mentioned this 
at a previous meeting, as far as the HAP, ERP and SSHAG programs go is that they are more of a 
tack-on type of program and maybe the Housing Corporation should lake a major interest In that 
program 1n providing the people with assltance 1n building their own houses. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am sure your concerns will be’ considered by our
committee. I strongly agree that It Is a discrimination against single parents. It was brought up 
in щу constituency as well, where there was a single parent with three children and right now they 
are helping her build a home but at the end of the month —  the group that Is working on It is 
called Beavers -- they will be leaving the North. She came and talked to me and wondered If there 
was anyway she could get assistance to finish the house because there 1s absolutely no way she 
could do 1t on her own with three little Ones. So your comments are all recorded and we will be 
looking at it.

MS VERNA TAMBOUR: I would also like to mention in regards to the application that you submit to
the Housing Corporation for your HAP unit, 1t has how much money you spend on your food and 
whatnot and my salary just covers that, plus the expense of my two kids. They ask how much money 
you are willing to put toward your house, now if my salary only covers my living expenses, I do not 
even have any money to put toward a house. At the bottom they list a bunch of trade skills. I am 
a bookkeeper, and In order to build a house I do not want to go and take another frlggln trade —  
they don't even have a bookkeeper down there.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Verna, If I may just ask a question. You are talking about the
home-ownership, HAP program?

MS VERNA TAMBOUR: That is the only program available to me on the reserve.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is not the Rural and Remote Program available on the reserve?

MS VERNA TAMBOUR: I have never heard of that program.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Rural and Remote Programs are available 1r. the Territories. That is a
program whereby the corporation are building houses and you then can get Into a purchase deal. It 
is done 1n other communities. Whether it is done here or can be done here, we can find out.

MS VERNA TAMBOUR: Barba will probably address that question as to why we cannot have low cost
housing or public housing on the reserve.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You are looking at trying to get a home and you can't hammer a nail
straight -- I recognize that this 1s a situation that is peculiar here and as Mrs. Lawrence says 
there are situations In other communities. Obviously one would like to own their own home and it 
is something that is fundamental to what we are trying to do because it should be a basic right of 
anybody to have a home and not just an accommodation and the means by which that is available to 
you Is what we are going to be concerned with.

MS VERNA TAMBOUR: If I owned a house now, 20 years from now when my son wants to have a house of
his own —  he has one.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): So you bring up a good point and we would like to take what you are
saying and try to find out what 1s going on and try to find out why programs are not available to 
people such as yourself.

MS VERNA TAMBOUR: They seem more ready to give a married couple that has a family a house rather 
than one to a single parent who,may be living in a condemned house.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.
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MR. GARGAN: I just wanted to make a correction here about the allocation of money for housing 
programs, I said 58 per cent, actually for public houses 1n the Territories It Is 82.2 per cent. 
So the rest Is toward home-ownership, and that is very little, and even less toward senior 
citizens.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any other presentations.

MRS. BARB O'NEIL: I am the band manager of the Hay River Reserve. We prepared a report to this 
committee and you have copies. Most of the points that were raised 1n this report were covered by 
various people today, so I am not going to repeat them so you can all breath a sigh of relief. I 
understand that time 1s running very short here and you have been sitting for quite sometime and I 
appreciate your ongoing Interest but I know that we all have our limits.

There are a couple of points that I would like to highlight In this submission. To address Arnie's 
question to Verna, indeed the reserve land status does complicate very much what the reserve has 
access to 1n terms of Housing Corporation programs. The security of the land becomes a very major 
issue for the Housing Corporation when dealing with CMIIC nr any other agency that they may be 
getting loans for. So it does Interfere with them being able to provide a program where they have 
to go through CMHC agencies.

Roy talked about trying to get a lousy $2000 loan through the RAP program and I just pointed out 
all the agencies that a band member on the reserve would have to go through and there are seven of 
them Including the band council. I am sure all of you as MLAs can appreciate how all thee agencies 
can tie you up for a long time.

Sam had pointed out the correspondence that came about when the reserve was formed. The agreements 
that were made between the federal government and the territorial government as to how the reserve 
would be serviced. It has been a very difficult struggle, even getting that corrspondence, to 
determine who Is responsible for what. I have Included a couple of excerpts from letters that were 
exchanged between those two senior governments and I think they are quite self-explanatory. Given 
the Intents that are 1n those excepts, 1t seems that there are a number of questions that remain in 
my mind. Does this reserve have the same access to reserve programs 1n the South. Are we a 
reserve or aren't we a reserve? And Is the reserve eligible for all the programs that are 
available under the Housing Corporation as is Fort Providence'or Fort Har d  or Aklavlk? We are not 
getting those questions answered.

We also wrote a letter to the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs In response to the letter he 
wrote to Mr. Antoine saying that they only provided housing to reserves. We wrote and told him 
that he had a reserve'up here. We have not received an answer to that letter as well. •

I have Included some numbers here, statistic kinds of Information. From that you can see that we 
do have a large number of aging units on the reserves. As was pointed out, a lot of them have 
senior citizens living in them. I have outlined the space and crowding conditions within the 
houses. The average house on the reserve 1s approximately 526 square feet and we average about 
four people per unit. Seventy per cent of our units have two bedrooms or less In them. Those 
numbers indicate a serious overcrowding problem.

Mr. Allan Reid who Is a technical officer with the Housing Corporation district office, had come 
out and evaluated five houses for us. They were not our worst houses, they were some our worst, 
some of our middle worst and some of the better houses. He felt that they were a fair sampling of 
the houses on the reserve. This was done in May so it is recent material. I will quote from his 
examination, Mr. Reid found that 14 of the houses "Were well below the existing building standards 
and had outlived their useful life, continued habitation 1s a definite and safety hazard." In 
plain terms, 34 houses on this reserve should be condemned. We have four new houses going in this 
year, we still have a problem. Mr. Reid estimated that 26 of the units could be rehabilitated. 
The total cost of that was in the estimate of $280,000.

As has been highlighted to you, the programs that are available on the reserve are limited. They 
have basically been offered home-ownership through SSHAG or HAP or an Emergency Repair 
once-1n-a-lIfetime program. In our tracking down how much money had actually been spent In 
maintaining houses on the reserve, the total was probably no more than $30,000 In the lifetime of 
housing provided on the reserve. I think everybody has gone on about the failures of the HAP 
program, formerly the SSHAG program. The weakness of providing materials, not providing a 
comprehensive housing program —  1f you have the responsibility of providing houses, then for God's 
sake do it! Don't play some game of providing materials and have everybody wander around and track 
down leaver money. That's not providing housing.
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I would H ke to respond to a question that John asked Roy, and this is my point of view as a band 
manager and having been involved in local government for a number of years. What would be som* nf
devei°nnne?iS V  tei4ms the Hous1n9 Corporation and some of their programs. I think with'the 
development of regional councils, pressure could be put on the territorialgovernmentif 1t reallv 
i L f å î 1"?. inl° decentralization and devolution, to h*ve the district offfees b e c o m e l l  
administrative body of the regional councils and that staff could then become employees of the

that°thiyC°rTiervinng.ead °f emp1oyeeS of a vast government body that 1s separate f r m the people 

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Ballantyne.
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NR. BALLANTYNE: You just give them all the hassles. My specific question was, 1n you
presentation, I think the major thrust In this community, as It 1s In most communlltles In the 
West, 1s toward home-ownership programs. But you would think that there Is a need here, even
though most of the housing units that you would want to build would be under some type of
home-ownership program, Is there a need for public housing? For those people who find It difficult 
for any number of reasons to fit under the quũl1f1catioMs that you need m  order to be eligible for 
a home-ownership program. Oo you see the need for some public housing units In your community?

MRS. BARBARA O'NEIL: My personal opinion, and has been stated before, a couple of years ago the 
reserve stated that home-ownership was the Ideal. My personal opinion Is that owning a home
anywhere is that owning a home anywhere 1s a great responsibility, not always do people have the 
level of Income that 1t takes to maintain a home and 1f It means sacrificing housing always being
able to achieve an Ideal of home-ownership, then maybe we are going to have to look at some
alternatives.

MR. BALIANTYNE: The same thing that Chief Antoine said Is that we want to emphasize
home-ownership, but we need housing and we'll take them anyway we can get them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: I don't believe you met with Bertha Allen, was the question of reserves mentioned to
her?

MRS. BARBARA O'NEIL: We raised the Issue with some of the problems dealing as a reserve, 1n
particular just not bein" able to get the Information as to what 1s available out there as an
alternative to the territorial government programs. Issues like not being able to even get a
response to the Minister for a reserve that comes directly under him.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Copacetic Sam?

MR. GARGAN: I saw 1t in the newspaper but I haven't read It.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I guess the final comment, as regards the federal government, there are
times when one would feel that you people are not unique, that the Territories Is one great 
reserve.

MRS. BARBARA O'NEIL: I think one of my frustrations as a band manager is that we are trying to
deal at a level with the federal government, that really should be up to the two senior levels to
have worked out and it Isn't being worked out and we are not getting any co-operation of, let's say 
1n the Housing Corporation, of anybody digging to find out -- if they don't have the funding, they 
were promised the funding by the feds, get in there and get it.

MR. GARGAN: A recommendation is that as far as the housing goes 1n the Territories Is that there
1s really no clear mandate for associations, even the district offices, and those should be
identified because the people are the ones being shafted. Because 1t changes from year to year 
depending on the situation the previous year. That has to change and this is one area we really 
have to work on. Also an alternative to the Housing Corporation, regional housing boards or
something like that would probably be an alternative to district offices.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you, Mr. Gargan. Go ahead Roy.

MR. ROY FABIEN: I just wanted to clarify something in regard to a question that Mike asked
regarding home-ownership. In my opnlon, home-ownership on the reserve 1s Ideal, because number one 
we do not have to pay municipal taxes. I am living In one of the HAP or pre SSHAG houses, it Is 
probably one of the first houses under whatever program was before SSHAG and it is not costing me 
that much to maintain. I believe there are nine other families living in those houses, those 
houses were built in 1977. To date the federal or territorial government have not put another 
penny into those houses. The families have maintained those homes and they are in perfect 
condition, except once in awhile you have to level them off, mainly becaus of the foundation, the 
gravel pad it was built on was not big enough.
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So home-ownership can be done on the reserve for a minimal costs, as long as the house has been
built and paid for and all you have to do Is maintain It. It Is not going to cost that much Mv
rÅnSm^nt*fnníh2i °n tb i? s *ЬаА  a.s. lon9 as economy on the reserve Is developing, the people 
can maintain their own homes. At the moment, nobody Is on welfare on a permanent basis any more

h * Í S0 ? M c rh ^ f a« i l Qrh<deve1op,nent and are ready for a11 these wonderful things that other people 
nwn6*, .This home -ownership program can happen and I believe It Is not going to cost us as much to
„°? 3 S eu.her0e< 0n tbe rele?,e “  1n.other communities. Also the c o s t V r ?  Is the same as in Hav

the'direction ĩ t h  ínk'tKĩn^Ííoul d ь Г К ” " ^  t0 MVe ,n 4nywhere 1n the NWT' So that 1s

t0 РтаУ Р и.ь1,с housing, they are going to lose. Because 1t Is going at $600 or $700
S kU te 3 of ,,loney, At the moment people cannot afford that. EVen a 

single parent could own a home on the reserve at a minimal cost, If they are willing to live -  
heat all our homes with wood, no running water. We can do without running water.

Home-ownership makes us independent. Once you move Into a low cost housing you are no lonu^r 

Is here ï^theJUdoarsio Ï K Î e nïls!.thG 90Vernment< The government no longer spends as much money on

ü!d tern tor 1Ï 4 ho: er d nÍ  correspondence that 1s going back and forth between the federal
recnnlThi, fní kH ? e« 1 w,th regard to housing on reserves. The territorial government Is 
respnslblu for housing Irregardless of ethnic background. The problem right now Is that the 

' т е » 110" °n,ï P " » ' * »  for People who are living In low rental or “ rthern renUl 
houses. If you own your own home, there Is no program 1n existence. Or if you are slnqle there 
Is no program. The point I am trying to make Is that If the territorial government are responsible 
for housing, why are they limiting It? Why do you have to meet certain criteria? reSpons,b1e

The, ba,nd here j14* a1ways d1scussed low cost housing or public housing but they have 
Into^ n?ihl'irbhnnc!n favour ° V 4  °"e hundred per cent of us own our own homes but once we move 
nrnhifm P h 1+ r,h S ‘ ure 90 ng t0 have t0 worry about 1600 a month, on whatever. It creates a

S i l l  M r t  ï L T l S ? Pofe m n n p lM nTh C,l0 th e S ’ he3tJ ng ”  bUt °nce yOU 9et 1nt0 pub l,c  housing n
ãsked ?he hånd tiåî ? L  , 2 '  I he peop,e are now better off. We had a meeting on Monday and I 

íffîrH Ьн  n  th У .are 9°1n9 to have to consider low cost housing for people who think they 
can afford 1t but 1t was just a question but I don't think we ever took a position on it But ft 
1s really not that desirable, If that Is all they have to offer - - t h a t i s  the beauty of the

h S - L i ^ h f p S s ^ h r a n ï w e r . ^  1ndependent* we own °ur ow" homes here. I think we are hippy ш  

MR. GARGAN: Thank you Roy, you've made my job much easier.

presentations' ^ Î a V í s  h e L T Í / ?  thank th°se "ho d1d come anQ speak to us and for making presentations. What has been said Is on record, It will be our job to brlno It all toaether
b f  !erv d Î f f S  dr dt T  ,t1hef.concerns tha* were raised. We want to Indicate to you that it^llí
Tlrritorîís we w m  Tttemot Д thât ^  exp.ressed' We are looking at U  throughout the e ruories, we will attempt to do as much as we can in our report to rectify and correct some nf
comiuni'tуГПn'i want tc' thank you for being here, I want to express again to^he chief and tĩ the 

0U/  aPPrec1ati°n f°r asking us to come here, short as 1t Is, 1t qives us some Mnd of
Й  Ü 5  S„s ° ™  V Ï Ï  M S  ,t.h,at ,0uj , ‘ cl  th ,s  « и ш п и / which I s  în tq ĩe  ill t h ilerruories. bo on behalf of the committee, mahsl cho. Chief Martel.

th e Eba£dTc o S : 11кеЛ °  mf ke my aPPr e c ia t io n  known to the co rm ltte e , from m ys lf and
more I ran saJ  ‘ t Í  h Ь ĩ  l ? 1 ° Т сопсегп!; tbat have been mentioned but there Is  not much 
more i can say. There are some band members and older people who d id  not soeak but some of t-he
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---Applause

— ADJOURNMENT
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MEETING WITH НЛУ RIVER PUBLIC

MR. DON STEWART: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My name 1s Don Stewart and I am the MLA for this area. 
I had not Intended to speak tonight at all, I had expected that the municipality would have

“ r.f if !.ú. u .̂i.! ! < I ~. ! ■ ta Sr mar*- ow i.im a 1 Un WnlH n ĸ a i no • I n 1 >nn 1 .4- >■ nn! nn fit f U AltA Í Pви'c»entat1vcs heie omi lhal this matter would be held on a local plane but seeing that there Is 
no one here -- I should not let this committee leave here with the Idea that Hay River does not 
require housing.

We have particularly bad conditions on Vale Island, the housing there was condemned In 1963 after 
the flood but because there were no other houses they were allowed to stay erected and they are 
still being rented and providing housing on that Island. Those are houses that were condemned 20 
years ago and they are still In use. There are no houses available basically for rent, the rents 
are high for young couples and so on. The costs of trylrig to build their own homes In this 
particular area are extremely expensive and some type of government assistance Is absolutely 
essential.

Now, basically I think In the early days of the Housing Corporation areas such as Yellowknife, Fort 
Smith and Hay River were organized and managed to get quite a few units of public housing before 
the rest of the Northwest Territories really received any. But I would suggest to you, 1n the case 
of Hay River and possibly Fort Smith, that we have really fallen behind In the last few years as 
far as units being provided. I think that the situation Is now In reverse that most other places 
on a per capita basis has far more public housing than Hay River does and I Imagine that percentage 
Is very, very large, the difference on a per capita base. Now, certainly we don't need as many 
houses here as a lot of the Eastern Arctic settlements and the Western Arctic settlements because 
we do have a financial base and people can afford, in some instances to provide their own housing. 
But unfortunately there is a fringe of people who cannot do that and we do not have adequate 
housing to provide these people with the basic necessities of life.

The single persons quarters has always had a long waiting list, 
years. We require additional space in that regard.

It has been full to capacity for

The Vale Island situation again is the worse section of the town as far as substandard housing Is 
concerned. And It is time that the government took a serious look at trying to clean that up down 
there. It has been now recognized as an area that can be developed for housing, for family 
dwellings and if that is the case then we got to do something In regard to replacing a lot of these 
units, especially the ones that were condemned in 1963. I think that is all I have to say at this 
time and I will answer any questions that I can.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thar!; you very much, Mr. Stewart. And you notice I am going to say Mr. 
Stewart, I am not going to bow to any kind of other position. We don't get an opportunity as MLAs 
to do that, it is usually In great difference to your august position on our Legislature. But 
right now, you are just an ordinary MLA like the rest of us.

I should say as well that you kind of beat us to the punch. When Ludy or I chair a meeting we 
usually have a pretty good preamble to go through. You have simply preempted that so there 1s not 
much sense In me going through it. Nevertheless, I think it is vital that we come Into a community 
regardless of the turnout and to get a look around although most members have been here on previous 
occasions. I think it 1s still necessary to come into a community that requested us to come In and 
that is the case here. I am sorry that the local housing authority or representation from It and 
the local municipal government are not here. Since we are dealing with construction as well 
delivery and allocation of housing I would have hoped that there would have been somebody from the 
construction industry here as well because I know that Is part and parcel of some of the concerns 
that have been expressed over the years about housing In the Territories.

Suffice it for me at this time, Mr. Stewart, to thank you very much for coming forward and giving 
us your views and letting us know the concerns as you see them 1n regard to housing and especially 
in Vale Island. I think Mrs. Lawrence would like to make a comment and possibly there are other 
members of the committee who would like to pose questions to you.
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MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to say thank you to Mr. Stewart for
at warm welcome received from you today. Also I would like to comment that when nobodv showed up 

for our meeting I just assumed that you were doing such a good job with the housing that they have

Author ft î bît' т Г Л а Ы 1 nnbn* di.sappo1"ted that nobody showed up from the Hay River Housing 
Author ty but, like I said, no news Is good news and I Just assumed It was all good news. Your
point 1s well taken. Your concerns are all recorded regarding Vale Island and that some of those 
houses are condemned. I am aware of that. Mahsl cho.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much, Mrs. Lawrence. Mr. Ballantyne?

MR. BALLANTYNE: I seldom have an opportunity to have Mr. Stewart in this situation and I think I
h«Ulc l eJ ° A ak* th!s opportunity to rule Mr. Stewart out of order. This Is question period and 
he Is making statements. I too would like to thank the MLA for this region for his warm welcome 
Hf?h ,M Pp0l«.kt<i'J thau nob°dy thought It Important enough to turn up tonight. This 1s the
fifth public meeting that we have had 1n three days and we made a special effort'to get down here
concern? t o SUsPP° S î t V î î î i  3 few peop,e thought It worth-while to come and present their 
concerns to us. But I will make an offer to the community, on behalf of the committee, 1f there
u m CfüvÎrnL fr0lî ?üy ,ndi''1d;ja1s or from the council they can present them to us In writing and we 
will take note of them. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Any other comments or questions about housing in Hay River from the MLA?
not ind’cate to you people here that Mr. Stewart has represented this particular 

constituency for some time and 1s very knowledgeable about the community, both as an MLA and of 
n ° M 4e a mun1.c1pa1 Politician. Perhaps I could ask a question, Mr. Stewart. You talk about 

f f u b  n^’ do,y?u bave any comment to make about the home-ownership programs, and I am talkino 
about the home assistance program, the rural and remote program. Obviously there must be concerns 
спшо лг ^  TL f 1t,z®ns repaie or rebab. I am not trying to promote things, but these are 

w3S iV1*1; we have heard from 1n other communities. You have Indicated that Hay River, 
being one of the first communities to be Involved with public housing, may have slid by In gettlnq 

^ " ° L at,0V f p”bl1c housing. In your opinion, Is there still a great demand for public 
housing as we know it or 1n some other form, bachelor units as you suggested? I wonder if you 
would not mind commenting on those areas. aa e 1 you

thatDthPrIEu RL :,uIhf c  y0U’f 1 Ш г >к that the requirement Is In both sections. I strongly believe 
MH fh4 < 1 segment, especially among our young people, that if they could get assistance

r p n . t l i t  1 T  Ĩ T V  But at the same time 1 feel that the straight public housing Is a
fuH anH has J " ? ? ? C e d  t0 say,’ and thanks for reminding me of it, that our old folks home Is 
Ihi K se; era1 years’ and also has a waiting list. I really cannot understand
why there has not been some form of presentation been made to this committee and I certainly would

Th e r e ° certalnl v"h 1 sГSa thãt thÍ job has been 50 wel1 done that there Is no requirement,inere certainly Is a very severe need and I am sure that Is true of all of the Northwest
Territories, but we have it too, and we do need some consideration for units.

ll!e raserve has been on a catch-up basis here and so I have not actively really gone
hn?! f in * J housing per se because I had no official requests from any groups in town to do so,
niîf Í fe 1 thab Inasmuch as money was being spent In that area in Hay River that we were probably 
Doînt w h ^  Í '  Sh3re °f tbf bud9et. But that situation over there now I think is comingPu? to a
point where its average condition over there is as good as it is in certain other sections of the
rfpveinmfnt n be\nh9 ovehr1°°k.ed entirely. That is the point that I want to make. I am glad to see 
development over there but this other section needs looking at too. It is in worse shape basically
than our people are now on the other side of the river. snape oasicai ly

McCallum): Could I ask you to, If it is not putting you In too difficult a position, 
.Luav1wtw0 furt,her- areas that I would like a comment from you if it does not jeopardize you 1n anv 
n f L Í ,hhaeP* 0Г ? ГЛ  Ibe/ 1rst ts ,n terms of construction industry or thfsîppií b f business 
people because I know that you are and have been a businessman. And the second one is 1n the area

f o r ^ i e  yaeSarse.XPer еПСе “  3 municipal offic1a1- in fact, the chief executive officer of the town

Let me take the last one first. In a number of other communities, specifically I 
think In some of the smaller communities, in Mr. T'Seleie's area for one that we heard there was a 
comment or a suggestion made that it should be the municipal government, be it a band, be It a 

_ 5* settlement, be it a town, because housing is a community concern, that the
deĩiveryyof°units! ^  municipal 9°vernment should play a greater role in the allocation and
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For example, 1f I may and perhaps other Members would want to talk about 1t further, In Fort Good 
Hope the settlement and the band came together and what they would like to do 1s to have housing 
come under their umbrella and then do the allocation and delivery, etc. Any monies that are spent 
on housing In anv way, shape or form come to that local municipal government and the municipal 
government gets directly Involved. We heard the suggestion as well in Frobisher Bay. So I wonder 
1f you would like to comment on that? Do you have comments to make about business people who 
supply goods and/or services as regards to housing? If that, does not present s problem to you, I 
wonder if you would like to comment on that?

MR. DON STEWART: Mr. Chairman, I have no problem replying to It. When the first type of housing 
1n the Northwest Territories —  1 have forgotten the name of It, there have been so many different 
terms used with regard to public housing that I cannot recall exactly what the first one was -- but
the first one was run by the municipality. But the municipality found that they were In a
particularly difficult position and they wanted to divorce politics from housing, and as far as
giving out the housing and this type of thing. They felt that It may not be absolutely fair If It
was done by a political body, that they may have favourites, people that supported them at the 
election polls or whatever reason, and that the allocation of housing may not be fair. As a result 
they took great pains to divorce the political Identity from the housing authority and that has 
been true In Hay River for many years.

That Is one of the reasons I was not prepared to speak tonight because the housing authority has 
basically always looked after the housing In Hay River with no political Interference of any kind. 
They got support when they requested new units or required repair money or something of that 
nature, but no direction as far as who could occupy the houses or anything of this nature. Now It 
was felt that this was necessary and over the years 1 think probably that this is true, that 
probably It 1s a bad mixture to put the local town council or the local chief and his band with 
complete authority about who Is going to get a house. You could get Into trouble because people 
are people and they have people they like and people they dislike. Unless It Is done on a very 
fair basis, housing can become a real political club to be used by politicians If they want It. So 
I think probably the best system is to keep them divorced because no matter what a politician does, 
he 1s always suspected of being crooked. I think this holds true wheri deciding who gets the 
house. It 1s very difficult and I think it is a bad mix. That Is a personal opinion.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Just hold it there. Are there any other Members who would like to
comment on that? I wonder then if you would not mind talking about the former topic, that is the 
supply of goods and services to the corporation, I mean as a businessman.

MR. DON STEWART: Well, I think you know that I have interests in Igloo Building Supplies Limited. 
Now Igloo Building Supplies Limited is a holding company and is not actively engaged 1n the sale of 
building materials. Igloo Building Supplies group, which is my family, own and run that company. 
But there is really not arm's length with regard to sale of building supplies in the territories
and the committee should be fully aware of that, so I am declaring possibly a conflict of
Interest.

The thing that I have noted is that I think a ?ot of the housing authorities are spending large 
sums of public money without going to public tender, and I do not think that this is correct. I
think that a certain amount should be set that they can spend up to but over and above that they
should be required to go to public tender, because after all this is public money. For the record, 
the housing authorities are not required to go to tender, and I think if they are spending public 
money they should have to go to public tender. I think that 1 would strongly recommend to the 
board that this be put in as a recommendation. Now certainly for $5000 or $10,000 for a few things 
like that I do not think that is necessary, but when they are coming up with their sumner budgets, 
$50,000, $60,000 or $70,000 worth of material, I think they should not be able to arbitrarily
choose favourites. Whether it be Igloo Building Supplies or whomever, I think 1t should have to go
to public tender and be handled as a public tender.

As far as business is concerned, we always find ourselves in a quandary with regard to quality of 
material. We have the situation where we have sawmills in the North that want to sell their 
product -- our friend from Resolution understands that problem no doubt -- yet until such time as 
there is proper facility to drive that lumber, we are getting a lot of complaints if we ship that
lumber and we have gotten to a point now that very" little of it is seeing the actual housing
market.
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Now they have a lot of air-dried lumber now that is a great improvement over what they had before 
and it is coming along now. That lumber is acceptable. But I hope they keep along that path 
because this green lumber situation to be shipped out of here at great expense to areas that we are 
Serving In the Western Arctic, that transportation has more value than the lumber. We are shipping 
lumber up into these areas that 1s green and by the time it gets there it will be a mess. That is 
not a proper method of business, yet we want, to «import the local mills so pert of the problem then 
is to get proper drying facilities, whether it be air-dried lumber, and to be subsidized to carry a 
year's supply so they can operate a year behind their production and properly air-dry their 
material. Then we can get a good product. But certainly we should make provision to use the wood 
that Is produced In the Northwest Territories if we can, but we should not sacrifice the houses In 
the Western Arctic because we have green lumber that we have to get, rid of here. That is not good 
either, so the answer is to get drying facilities, whether they be natural air-dried or with a 
kiln.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I just have a question to ask. It was brought to our
attention in other communities in getting board members on the housing authority, appointing them, 
and it. was brought to our attention that they should be elected bodies sitting on the housing 
authority. Many times you get on some of these things and they are all grouped together, friends 
and relative y Hying in these
units, the low rentals, public housing and northern rentals. According to this piece of paper in 
front of me the housing authorities are looking after the northern rentals and public housing 
through the Housing Corporation. How are these people selected?

MR. DON STEWART: The people in this municipality -- I am going by memory and sometimes it is not 
too good -- the appointments were made to the board on recommendation of the local town council, 
names submitted by the town council, and the town council would elicit names from various different
organizations around town to try and get a mix. Now what they have been doing in the last four
years I do not know.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I see familiar names with the town council as well as the housing authority and
that 1s the complaint that we got in the past. It 1s not fair to throw this kind of question at 
you but since you are the only one here you realize that we have no choice?

MR. DON STEWART: Sure, go on.

MRS. LAWRENCE: So maybe this is why they do not want to show up I wonder?

MR. DON STEWART: Well I firmly believe that any housing authority should have to sit on a regular 
basis publicly where the press and the public can come and ask questions of them, something like 
this forum. I do not think that every meeting to do their business necessarily has to be always 
open but they should certainly be required on a regular basis to be responsible to the people that 
they are serving in a public manner. I think that should be part of their requirement. I think
they all sit in their offices or whatever and once they are on the board they sit and do their
business and nobody knows what they do.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Well, we do not come here too often, this will be the first and last time and it
would have been nice to meet some of these people.

MR. DON STEWART: I am sorry, I do not know why they are not here, I have no idea.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there further questions of Mr. Stewart? Well, Mr. Stewart, I thank
you very much on behalf of the committee for sharing with us your concerns and attempting to 
respond to some of the queries that we have made of you, so I thank you very kindly.

MR. DON STEWART: Thank you very much. I might say in defense, a lot of these people may be on
holidays, I do not know.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Those of you who are here, would any of you want to indicate
anything? That goes for the Fifth Estate as well.
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MRS. EILEEN VAIL: Good evening. My name 1s Eileen Vale and at this moment I am a private citizen 
and 1f I passed away there would not be any estate anyway. One of your conments, Mr. McCallum, 
concerned representatives from the construction trade. To my knowledge there are no real 
house-building companies 1n Hay River any longer. There are some carpenters who can be hired to 
help you construct your house, but there are no construction companies that are engaged In the 
building of houses In Hay River and there has not been for some years. That Is all I wanted to s*y 
to set the record straight. House construction is occurring, but 1t Is usually done by people who 
go to the bank, get a loan to build It themselves, or get a housing package and hire an electrical 
contractor. We have electrical contractors but no house construction firms. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Eileen, do you mind just sitting -- you are knowledgeable about the
community as well and there very well may be people who want to ask you about it. What usually 
occurs 1s as any private Individual may want to do, they become their own general contractors, as 
It were, and then hire and get the best deal they possibly can to get the mechanical, the 
electrical, even the actual construction and everything else. There used to be construction 
companies in town, is there any reason for that, or Is that just the way of doing things now?

MRS. EILEEN VAIL: I think It is a reflection of the economic situation. We used to have Joe
Ml s 1 ak who built houses and he was In the cement business. We have a couple of cement 
contractors...

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I know, they are over In Smith now.

MRS. EILEEN VAIL: ...and they have been building foundations for houses and buildings and so on, 
but generally -  I am trying to think of the one chap's name -  Eric Kujat who builds houses, but 
the good old days appear to have gone by the board.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Could I Just ask one other question of you, Eileen, and again it may be
unfair but as I say I put It out because I know you are knowledgeable about the community. How do 
you feel or what do you discern the reaction to the territorial government's proposal to sell 
government housing? Has this been good, bad or Indifferent? In other words, having government 
employees provide their own accommodation? If that 1s an unfair question to ask of you, say so, 
but In your circles you obviously report and everything else, and I appreciate that you are now 
talĸlng as a private citizen, but being a long-term resident I would wonder 1f you have ony 
comments to make.

MRS. EILEEN VAIL: What I perceive of Hay River is that over the past 15 years it has become less 
transient. We are finding that -- this may sound a little macabre -- but when we first moved to 
Hay River if there was a death In the family usually they shipped the body south. They do not now 
and we have second and third generation spending their time 1n Hay River. The sale of government 
housing I think has served to stabilize the community. We find teachers are buyiiig their own home, 
making a commitment to the town. It is also a reflection of the poor job market In the south, I am 
sure, but the turnover of teaching staff at the school is minimal now. I thir.k this is a good 
sign. ï am also aware, and would certainly confirm Mr. Stewart's statement that there are severe 
housing problems. I am aware of two families who have been trying to get a home since last October 
In Hay River and one man finally succeeded in doing that and is moving his family up from BC just 
In time for school, and he has been trying to do this for several months. Another lady who 
happened to be talking to Mrs. Allan the other morning, has been doing the same thing, and I cannot 
give you her name or any of the details.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have no choice but to ask you a question. I asked this 
question to Mr. Stewart and he mentioned that people who are appointed on the housing authority are 
appointed by the council. Is that the same Steve Brooks on the council as vice-chairman of the 
housing authority? Do you know if that Is the same guy?

MRS. EILEEN VAIL: Yes, as far as I know there Is only one Steve Brooks 1n town. I do not know 
what political hat he wears by the way, Eliza, but I would assume it is the same fellow. Show a 
little respect, take your hat off in the House.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Okay, thank you, I can give you my hat If you like.

MRS. EILEEN VAIL: It is all right, thank you. I have some News/North caps I would be happy to
distribute.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there questions of Mrs. VallT Mr. Ballantyne

MR. BALLANTYNE: Can I have one last one, Mr. Chairman?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Certainly.

55; A]ong îïe saine lines. In a lot of the other communities we visited senior citizens

senior cîtlîens1 DoP voĩi ? м  W* haVe asked by man* communities for some form of rel ef f0r 
rfninr r tHĩnc' ь th1nk 1n your comiunlty right now in the area of hous<nq that there are

MR. BALLANTYNE: Thank you very much.

T ^ t V i l t u n ,  I.nd,.c,« S ltthrtt û y0" put
or unfairly criticizing the local hous1nq authority Y  ? isrespectfu1

s r s  Secrir.sisri 5,jrsj{ s ; ai qult; " " л ч s,::

» T i - î 7

Г Л Т м Г - П  i l  r Se’Z  T r ,  ■ Ï Ï T J '  T  *  °' 5 ?know that that has occurred. У У e 1 may have felt that It would Inhibit them because we

" « “ ot^b'ecL*" Î T V s V X Ï t ï ï  l l / S Z  “ ‘V*,!' " l9hV  '<er' fe* ° f Р«Ы1с hoosin,

would have been involved and ’l uîink w^ a n  wnuiH f C w l ™ ,  °f thu community and I felt that they 
C M , ,  is .„ere J  . ^ „ 1 “',! ” Й ' ’s p ' S to , S ,  E " M "' f w

! L m “ ?L There « Р" и “ Ь? п £ ,,Л «  Ce»i2C;; "r,- Cha,r„«"-. ' J » «  *a,e t.o so9j,estiohs for the
familiarize itself with the efforts of a T o m m U t e e ^ h a t 0 u  nS that,,/ feeĩ the committee should
units for our senior citizens in our town 23d Î thirl t J l  "0W„ T , kin9 °? try1n9 to ^ a l n  "«re
for the committee Members to read T h e h’o s î S J  í Upd?îed rep0rt wou1d be a 9°°d thing
that report from, or town hall The secondP f t H ’th*t \ ИЛ и d be fthe peop1e to 9et a copy of

whe, they « m e  Into this c-munity. Thet is ге.1%%,1''“ ь ; Г { о % й ^ 1 “,,|1‘е,,е
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Just before you leave then, Mr. Rob, this committee, the local committee 
that are Investigating or looking at senior citizens' accommodation, has that been long 1n 
existence!

MR. MICHAEL ROB: Oh yes, very long.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Is there a chairperson?

MR. MICHAEL ROB: I think the most knowledgeable person on that would perhaps be the hospital
administrator or the municipal council's liaison or contact person or committee member on that 
particular committee.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): As I understand you Just have a new turnover of hospital administrator?

MR. MICHAEL ROB: Oh yes, I guess that would present a problem, but nevertheless --

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I recall the two previous ones. I do not know the present one but I knew 
the two previous ones. Okay, regardless, I thought If they had the concerns they would have been 
here to present them to us at the same time. I am n?t sure other Members knew of the existence of 
this committee, but It would have been an Ideal opportunity to come forward with something too. 
Regardless, I thank you very much for that information. Just on the highrlse units, It may be 
unfair of you as well to talk to you about It, but can you give me an Idea what really would be an 
economic rent for a one bedroom or a two bedroom apartment? Any idea?

MR. MICHAEL ROB: I would rather not comment on that, but as a further point on that topic, one of
the reasons I suggest that 1s because many people who come to Hay River -- me Included, I came to 
this community two years ago and I was almost forced Into paying what I thought was too high a 
price for a highrlse apartment. Luckily I did find accommodation but other people who have come to 
thts community have not been so lucky as to have choice. Many people do not have choice 1n this 
community and the highrlse Is their only option. It Is discouraging If you come to this community 
and you want to live In reasonably priced housing.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): There Is not much then of a housing market for rental units, Is that what 
you are saying?

MR. MICHAEL ROB: To give you an Idea, I work at the newspaper and we carry a number of real estate 
ads for a number of house owners In this community and we are swamped by calls. The paper Is out 
on the stands and 1n an hour we are receiving calls on houses that are listed 1n our real estate 
section.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Wanting to rent them?

MR. MICHAEL ROB: Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): But the price Is too high?

MR. MICHAEL ROB: Well, I do not know what they discover. I just know that they are interested.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You'could not indicate to us any idea what a three bedroom home, detached 
unit that might be for rent, would go for? Would It be $400, $500, $600, $800 a month?

MR. MICHAEL ROB: No, I am not knowledgeable on that to be specific about.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Well, I thank you very kindly, Mr. Rob, for those two suggestions. There 
may be questions from other Members. We would be very much Interested In the work of th!e 
committee on the senior citizens aspect of housing. As a point of information I guess 1t would be 
good for us to know what the occupancy rate of that building is and the rental structure that 1s 1n 
effect there as well. Do any Members have any questions of Mr. Rob? Well, thank you very kindly,
Mr. Rob, I appreciate you coming forward. Nice to have met you.

MR. AL VAIL: My name is A1 Vail. I am in Mr. Gargan's riding so I am not a resident of the town.
I just wanted to make a couple of observations for the committee. A thought occurred to me that to 
my knowledge the committee of which Michael was speaking is probably the committee that has to do
with chronic care facilities. That is my understanding, so I just raise that as a possibility.
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My concerns are twofold. One has to do with the number of units of Indian housing located In the 
west channel section of Vale Island. It would appear that they have been there as long as I have 
been here which 1s a considerable number of years with nn visiM* Improvement;, no fscllitics for 
additions as families grow up and multiply as normal, and I am a little bit concerned about the 
standards that have been maintained over the years In this particular location. There has been 
some improvements, of course, on our reserve area because that Is a Treaty Indian location carried 
within the town limits of Hay River, I thought It would be something that perhaps this committee 
might be Interested in.

The other comment that I wanted to make has to do with the building known as the Blue Manor. It 
was closed down for whatever reasons and the occupants moved Into the hlghrlse for about a month or 
two and then they found alternate accommodation because It was Just too high. I do not know all 
the ramifications of the closing down of the Blue Manor but It alleviated the housing need here 
very considerably at the time, and since its closing there has been a perennial and a very serious 
housing shortage. I would say probably the housing appeared always to be fairly substandard but 
then there are certainly some ways that this can be brought up to acceptable standards and would 
certainly provide ar Immediate means whereby to alleviate the problems of housing In Hay River. 
That 1s all I have to say, thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much, Al. I am not going to try to sound facetious but I 
thought you said blue mackerel and there was something fishy to 1'., but the Blue Manor, okay. Was 
the Blue Manor privately owned?

MR. AL VAIL: It was privately owned I understand but It was taken over by CMHC under default. 
That Is what I understand. I do not know whether that is true or not, that is just a scuttlebutt.
I am not sure whether Mr. Stewart might know. Anyway, as I said. It Is a scuttlebutt. It was 
closed down some years back.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Yes, I recall when 1t was personally. Are there questions you would have 
of Mr. Vail? I take It, Mr. Vail, you are saying that in It all you are reiterating what has been 
said by previous people, that there is this need to provide more reasonable priced bachelor units, 
single parents etc.

MR. AL VALE: Certainly that. There is a need for more housing regardless of whether it 1s good, 
bad or Indifferent. There 1s a very serious need, as great a need here 1f not more so than 
anywhere else in the territories because it 1s sort of a commercial centre, a hub of commercial 
activity. All the housing seems to go into Yellowknife because there is a better monetary base 
there but there is still a housing shortage even there. We feel it very much, and I personally, 
just through the different number of people that I know, know that it is a very serious problem.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): The private business sector would not be able to provide new housing or
it would be just too expensive, in your opinion?

MR. AL VAIL: No. I think there is no organized house building going on here simply because when
the crash came here back in the late 1970s, we lost all our house builders and there have been no 
developers here willing to put money into the market for a number of years. There was no sales for 
privately built houses. Now I would suggest that there 1s a very good solid market If a developer 
could be found and Is willing to locate and build units for private sale here. Certainly with the 
government program that would help that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Are there any questions from the committee of Mr. Vale? Thank you very
much, Al, I appreciate you coming forward.

MS -INDA MANDEVILLE: My name is Linda Mandeville. Just on the authority here In Hay River, we
have had our application In for three years now. We have three children and we are living 1n a two 
bedroom apartment. They say that we can afford living there so our application has more or less 
been put down at the bottom of the list I guess. I think that there 1s definitely a need for more 
public housing 1n Hay River.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): There is five in your family and you live In a two bedroom apartment and 
the answer you get from the local authority is that because you can afford the rent in the two 
bedroom apartment, you can stay there.
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MS LINDA MANDEVILLE: I find It very difficult especially with three little children to stay in an
apartment. We have looked at renting a house or other suitable accommodation but it is just too 
expensive.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Have you pursued the HAP program? That Is the former SSHAG housing or
HAP program, whereby you get a grant.

MS LINDA MANDEVILLE: Through the Housing Corporation?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Yes.

MS LINDA MANDEVILLE: Yes, we tried but they said we were making too much money so we would not be
eligible for that program.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Questions? Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: You wouldn't happen to know off hand what the size of the waiting list Is for
public housing here In town? Do they ever tell you that there Is a waiting 11st and tell you how 
many people are on that waiting list?

MS LINDA MANDEVILLE: I have seen the waiting list and there is about 30 families on 1t and we are
at the bottom.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do you have any suggestions, Ms Mandeville, how things could be made more 
equitable? In your Instance you obviously feel 1t 1s not equitable situation.

MS LINDA MANDEVILLE: I would suggest that they build more public housing. There Is a great need
for It here In Hay River. Either that or -- I don't know how they would go about it but maybe 
check Into the people that are already In public housing because I know for a fact that there are a 
lot of families that are in low cost housing that do not really require it. There are single 
people living 1n low cost housing that do not have a need for a three bedroom house.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Would you prefer to own your own home?

MS LINDA MANDEVILLE: Sure but we just cannot afford it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): The rural and remote program must be available in Hay River.

MS LINDA MANDEVILLE: Yes, they did have three houses that were suppose to be going up but
apparently at the last minute there were changes at the head office and now they are not going 
through. We did have our application 1n for that but like I said we are making too much money and 
they won't give us that and we are not making enough to rent privately.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I guess that is what I was talking about suggestions -- would you see a 
change to the ground rules by which you would become eligible for it? Would you see a change to 
the ellglblity rules? They are saying you are not eligible for rural and remote because your gross 
income 1s too much.

MS LINDA MANDEVILLE: I am sure that If they would either bring your Income to, lets say, make It
less, I don't know how It works really.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to comment on your concerns, Linda. It 
has been brought to our attention In other communities that a lot of people would like to own their 
home but because of the policies set by the corporation where If you make over $25,000, you are 
making too much money and if you are making under then you cannot afford It. Would you like to see 
changes in the policies in that area so that people like yourself could apply on grants.

MS LINDA MANDEVILLE: Yes. I would like to see something like that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.
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MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr, Chairman. Linda, when the responsibility of the federal housing
program was transferred to the territorial government It became the responsibility of the 
territorial government to provide housing. Now one of the problems that we have right now 1n the 
Northwest Territories 1s that 1f you are not living 1n low rental mihUr houses it is really not 
the responsibility or the territorial or the Housing Corporation to fix up your own private 
houses. The other thing too \'s that for the people that are now living In public houses is that 
they have built up this credit rating or whatever you want to call 1t. So that In most cases, 
Fort Providence for Instance, !s that people that are now living In existing public houses or 
northern rental houses are the ones that would become eligible for home-ownership. A lot of times 
It leaves the private citizen out of It.

I know this summer, there are three HAP houses going up and all those people are good wage 
earners.

MS LINDA MANDEVILLE: Well, we are finding 1t difficult just getting Into public housing so 1 guess 
that doesn't give us very much chance to even be able to purchase.

MR. GARGAN: Especially If they go on a point system too, It is bad for people just getting Into
that program.

MS LINDA MANDEVILLE: That Is why I suggest maybe that someone should look Into perhaps the people 
that are already 1n the houses and see If they are still eligible to be In low cost.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): At the present time you have a difficult time getting an answer to that
kind of question from your authority?

MS LINDA MANDEVILLE: Ves.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We will be meeting with the Housing Corporation district
office tomorrow morning and maybe that Is one of the questions we can ask.

MS LINDA MANDEVILLE: The corporation and the authority are two different offices.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I realize but they usually have an agreement made between the housing authority and 
the corporation, so the corporation still accounts for what they are doing. I would just like to 
say thank you for your concerns. Those are very good valid points that you have made to us.

MS LINDA MANDEVILLE: Is that meeting going to be open to the public or Is It private?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Tonight 1s the public meeting and tomorrow It Is just a private meeting.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anything further? Thank you very much, Linda. Mr. Stewart, you wanted
to say something further.

MR. DON STEWART: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just to try and clarify a few points for the board.
One, with regard to the committee that has been in effect 1n Hay River for some time, that Indeed 
Is for chronic care and I do believe that some honourable Members when they were Ministers received 
very strong applications for the use of a building that as a sense been pulled out of use to use it 
for this purpose but we did have some difficulty with the Minister of the day and we were not able 
to convince him that it was a viable program.

Now with regard to the Blue Manor the problem there was that CMHC held mortgages on both 
properties, the hlghrlse and the Blue Manor and both of them were not filled and the result was 
that they said that we could only maintain one and they chose the hlghrlse as being by far t1 v best 
building. Since then, private enterprise has on several occasions looked at the viabü y of 
re-opening the Blue Manor and due to the cheapness of construction the inadequacy of the heating 
system. Heating is probably the most costly and it is really cheaper to start all over again and
build a new building than try to fix that one so it would meet present day standards and 
requirements. It would not qualify for any loans because of the Insulation factors and the 
business with regard to fuel efficiency and all of these things. You could not afford to heat the 
place with the present price of oil.
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There 1s one point that I missed and would really like to put toward your conmlttee. The 
government I know by policy, 1s very anxious for home-ownership as being really the ultimate and 
the course of action that we would like to see adopted more widely 1n the Northwest Territories. 
And I think that every Member of the Legislative Assembly feels the same way but we find a 
Situation 1r. the Housing Corporation") that is in eiTet.1 rigid luuay where there is ifisuiTiciefd 
money to meet the needs of people over 65, pensionable age, for repairs to their own homes. Homes 
that they have built themselves and have maintained themselves, have provided electricity for 
themselves, who have provided their own heat and have become the age of 65 and they want S50CX) and 
they are told "No, I am sorry, we are out of money 1n this program".

There are 45 people on the waiting list In this area for repairs to their homes. Now surely one 
situation defeats the other. Why not throw up your hands and say "Look, lets everybody go In 
public housing and why should we own our own home". We do not get the assistance that we require. 
Now surely if we cannot look after our old people, people beyond 65 who have looked after 
themselves all these years, never asked the government for anything and then they want $5000 to fix 
up their house for their old age and they are told "I am sorry, we are out of funds, we can't do 
It". There has got to be something wrong but that Is the case and I would like the board to really 
look Into that.

With regard to people In houses that shouldn't be there. There may be some reluctance on behalf 
people to mention names. I have a son that Is living In one and he qualified when he moved In, 
they have raised the rents and they pay for their own oil and everything else. They pay the same 
as government people. I don't think that that Is an appropriate approach but still as long as the 
Housing Corporation leaves It like that, people are going to stay there. So I think they have to 
do one of two things and say "That Is the way It Is going to be" or raise these rents to make 1t 
unfeasible to stay there.

I would hope that what I have said here 1s not a public Issue, I don't pretend to want to make It 
one but these are the facts. There are a lot of people who have mentioned that probably with wages 
that should not be 1n these houses. But then we get to these arguments that our Eastern Arctic 
people and everybody use with regard to housing that you shouldn't combine the wages In a 
household, that It should be just the person that lives there. We are caught between the devil and 
the deep blue sea. You can't have two or three different sets of rules but I would bet that If 
this committee were to find out the dollar for dollar that 1s being paid for public housing in Hay 
River 1s higher by far than anywhere In the Northwest Territories, Including Yellowknife and Fort 
Smith. That our housing authority has prided themselves with getting their rents paid with 
charging maximum for the facilities provided. And they have operated as a strict business 
situation.

Now as an MLA, I know that this 1s not true 1n other areas. I know that In most other areas you 
can get grants, you can get pretty near everything. But In this area, people of the same wage 
earning capacities are turned down because they are making too much money where in other places 
they are making twice as much as that and getting these grants. There definitely 1s a distinction 
and a line drawn and I am not sure whether it encompases Fort Smith or not but it certainly 
encompasses Hay River and Pine Point. I know 1t is a real problem and people have a legitimate 
beef and they have a legitimate beef with regard to people living in these accommodations that 
could be somewhere else.

But I would like you to find out the dollar value being paid for the housing in Hay River as 
compared to anywhere else and you'll find it is by far the highest of anywhere else.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): It kind of defeats the purpose of public housing.

MR. DON STEWART: Public housing really has been defeated for quite awhile because people who did 
not pay their rents whenever they left or they could be eased out, they were replaced with people 
that could and these people went up and got better salaries and everything and the housing 
authority was quite happy to leave them there because they were paying their rents.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): It kind of takes away from the whole rationale of public housing though.

MR. DON STEWART: It does except that the public housing was supposed to be at the beginning to pay 
to your ability and to provide housing which actually this housing authority -- I am not condemning 
them for doing this, they are following the rules as they were originally laid out. But the rules 
have changed so drastically in other areas that the people that are living in public housing In Hay
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River are actually being unfairly treated. Completely and absolutely because they have to pay 
their own oil, electricity and all these different things, they have to p«y themselves. So I would 
imagine, I am not sure, that the average rent for public housing in Hay River Is about $250 to $300 
a month plus utilities. I don't have facts on those figures so they may not be right but I know It 
1s far more than It Is 1n most communities.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I just want to ask one question before the others. It Is 1n regards to 
the business of senior citizens In privately owned homes and repairs. What would you suqqest as 
something that could occur?

MR. DON STEWART: I would suggest that the number one priority If you want to push home-ownership. 
If these people can provide a need for the assistance that they need, they get looked after first. 
They are 65 years old and they do not have long to be on this old world and they should be looked 
after. If you are not going to look after your older people, how are you going to talk the young 
ones into going Into home-ownership. They are going to tell you where you can put 11, and I don't 
blame them. So money should be first thing. If we can't look after our old people, what can we

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do you know 1f the town participates and to what extent in tax rebate for 
senior citizens?

MR. DON STEWART: Yes, there is a tax rebate system 1n effect here the same as 1n most of the other
settlements.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do you know what the arrangment Is here?

MR. DON STEWART: No.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think In just about every community that we visited
there was a big concern regarding senior citizens and I appreciate your comments on that. Also the 
comment that you made earlier, you really convinced me that we should divorce ourselves from 
politics because of the conflicts.

According to this Hay River Council, Steve Brooks is on the council as well as the housing 
authority, as well as the Housing Corporation board. If that Is not a conflict, I don't know what
1s..s.° 1 .re*14  a9ree w,th you that they should not play politics with housing because that Is 
nothing to fool around with. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Stewart, I also agree with you with regard to this
government pushing more toward home-ownership because I guess as far as the capital budget goes 
82.2 per cent actually goes to public houses only and only 8.4 per cent actually goes toward 
home-ownership. I believe that there should be some kind of equalization. And for senior citizens 
it Is only 4,4 per cent.

I have met with the Housing Corporation here a couple of weeks ago with regard to the senior 
citizens program of that $5000 grant and one of the answers that they were looking at Is maybe to 
designate moneys that are actually going toward public or home-ownership divert It toward the 
senior citizens so that there would be more moneys that way too. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. Ballantyne.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Just a bit of clarification to Mr. Gargan's last statement. I think It wasn't
tl0ITI h®me“ownersh<P. It was the rehab program that they were looking at. I think it 

is agreed that there Is probably not enough money in the home-ownership program right now to meet 
the needs especially of the Western Arctic.

I will get off to another subject since I have this opportunity. I assume from the
iff? tonight that there probably is a need for another apartment building 1n town, 
rair assessment?

statements made 
Would that be a
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MR. DON STEWART: More accomodation. An apartment building with the same rental rates as the
hlghrise Is of no benefit to us because the hlghrlse Is not full. S$ It Is a matter of economic 
seeking. Yes, reasonable or public accommodation In an apartment building. I am sure there Is 
need for that but on the other hand we just had representation here that had a two bedroom 
apartment for a family of three Is too small. So apartment living 1s really not. the answer fnr *  
yuung married couple raising a family either.

Without a survey being done to see which was the proper way to spend money, I can't give you an 
answer. Whether It. should be an apartment or more houses, I don't know. We need both but which Is 
the one that we need the most.

MR. BALLANTYNE: What 1 was trying to do, Mr. Chairman, just for the record. I have some Ideas of 
why apartments are not being built by the private market 1n Yellowknife but just for the record, 
why do you think that the private market Is not moving Into this area? What are the barriers for 
private enterprise to put up an apartment building here In town?

MR. DON STEWART: For the record, Instability of the future of the town of Hay River. Complete
lack of support basically by the territorial government on putting Into this town one large 
government department that we know 1s going to stay here to stabllze the future. We have been 
promised several things over the years and none of them really have ever really happened. But 
until you have a stabllzed economy, people are not going to Invest money Into apartment or houses 
or anything else because we have seen too many Goldfields, we have seen too many Uranium Cities. 
We have seen too many of these places and Hay River until such a time as 1t has an assured base and 
the only thing we have got at the present time 1s a government department or the Housing 
Corporation Itself to come here and set here and then we have a base to build around.

NTCL, 1s 1t going to be like the will-of-the-w1sp? Is 1t going to leave here? History would
Indicate, yes, NTCL In the not too distant future will probably leave Hay River. The almighty 
dollar, the economics of transportation are the things that are going to decide that. It left
Smith. Fort Smith thought at one time 1t was impossible, NTCL would never leave there. I have
heard the oldtlmers in Smith —  when we were trying to coax and get NTCL to move over here, they 
said "No way, they've got Bellrock, they've get all this heavy Investment In Fort Smith, they'll 
never move". How long did It take them once they decided to? And what was the effect on Smith at 
that time? It was devastating. We are facing the same thing today and we don't have any
stability. We need a large government department or a crown corporation with headquarters here.
The Housing Corporation would be a good one.

That 1s the answer to your question why private enterprise will not put any money in.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I feel as though I gave you a great opening making a statement like that.

MR. DON STEWART: I was going to make you sweat if I got one, you would know that.

— Laughter

MR. BALLANTYNE: I might say that in Yellowknife which I think does have a fairly .stable economy
base has a demonstrated need for an apartment building and private enterprise Is still not coming 
Into Yellowknife so I don't think that will solve all your problems. As a comment I think there 1s 
a problem with Interest rates. As I understand it, to build an apartment in Yellowknife you would 
have charge with Interest rates today, about $900 to $1000 a month just to break even. Which puts
1t really out of the market and no one is interested in doing that.

The second problem in Yellowknife Is that I suppose that the private entrepreneur can make about 
double the money in office space as he can on return on your dollar with apartments.

MR. DON STEWART: I don't disagree that the Interest rates and everything have a direct effect on
housing not only in the Territories but in all of Canada. I don't think there is any doubt about 
that. And the United States, 1f you want to go further. Housing 1s a universal problem but we are 
far worse off here because of the lack of security of the base.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anything further from the members? Thank you very much, Mr. Stewart.
Anybody else have a presentation?
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dell, we are not In an auction sale so I will simply say that on behalf of the committee I 
appreciate those of you coming out. We would have H k e d  to have had more but you can't control 
those particular concerns.

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: My name 1s Matt Villebrun and ! am from Pine Point. I am sorry to say that I 
didn't know anything about this until I read It In the paper so I brought the clipping with me and 
made arrangements to come down here.

We have a little problem with goverment houses In Pine Point and that Is the main Issue here, for 
me anyways. I don't know whether to speak for myself or the people.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You Just do as you want.

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: In 1969 they built 20 houses In Pine Point with the Intention for the
natives. To help the native people so they could work In Pine Point. The following year there was 
suppose to be 20 more houses built but that has never happened. I left Pine Point In 1974 and went
back 1n 1980 and I've got another five years there. Now there Is a training program and there 1s
an agreement between NWT Housing Corporation and Pine Point housing authority and Comlnco. That 
agreement Is about an apprenticeship program and that an apprentice has first preference to 
government housing. I guess what 1t bolls down to Is Comlnco wanted an apprenticeship program and 
told the government you supply houses and we will ytart a program. I have no objections against
apprenticeship and stuff like that but what I don't like very much Is out of 20 units It 1s a 50-50
split. That means 10 apprentices or 10 natives living 1n those houses.

The Housing Act calls for —  you have to be employed for Comlnco In order to qualify for a house. 
You have to be either a single parent or married with a family. You'll have to excuse me because I 
have never spoken In public before.

The main issue Is what I would like to see 1n Pine Point and I don't know If It Is possible but I
understand you have to go through the territorial and federal government for this. That Is to
change the Housing Act. The Housing Act has been changed In 1975 or been revoked from 1971. The 
preference here was that natives had first choice. Under this new act, trainees have first 
choice. The people who have been a resident of the Northwest Territories for three years have 
second choice and people who are born and raised 1n the North are the last choice.

Most of the apprentices there and I don't know If there are any natives but I think there might be
a couple, but I read 1n a Comlnco report that they had 50 graduates last year. The other thing 1s
that It Is people from down south that get the apprenticeships. My opinion Is that the 
apprenticeship program Is being abused. People are taking an apprenticeship course just to get a 
house.

Pine Point now has more natives working than ever. It 1s somewhere around 10 or 12 per cent and It 
should be 15 per cent. There should be 25. So there are a lot of these people that are living 1n 
single units. Myself I had no doubt of a house a year ago but someone else got that place and I 
stay in a single unit. I even applied for a house here three weeks ago and I know there are three 
applicants for it, I am one of them. I won't be turning it down because I'll be moving my children 
over here. I don't know If you people are familiar with the November 1981 Housing Assembly but I 
have three resolutions that I would like read and I think it would be of some Interest to this 
committee.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Excuse me Matt but is that the Metls/Dene assembly?

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: Yes. No. That was In 1981. That was the big housing assembly held In
November 17 or 19. Yes, there was a Dene/Metls housing assembly held 1n Yellowknife.

I'll just re*d the motion that I made myself from Pine Point and It states here that:
"In Pine Point, land should be set aside for about 10 to 30 units for the native people and that 
funding for rental and home-ownership programs also be made". That was carried.

The other one is: This motion was moved by Janet Wilson of Fort Smith, seconded by Margaret Shott 
of Fort Smith. "That all housing authorities or association board of directors may be made up of 
one band member, one Metis associated member, one town council member, one tenant member and that 
all these positions be reserved for these people, all other seats be filled by people from the 
communities". That was another motion that was carried.
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Motion 14, moved by Janet Wilson of Fort Smith and seconded by Margaret Shott of Fort Smith: "That 
the board of directors members on NWT Housing Corporation and board and local housing authority 
board should have a maximum period of time that they sit on a board, a two or three year period 
might be considered". That again, was carried.

The reason behind that motion Is that some people have been on the board or the chairman -- I think 
in Pert Smith it was Mr. Ferguson ever sir.ee the Housing Corporation started. It is nothing 
against the chairman himself but there are some people that have been 1n there for 10 years and 
they are still on the board. At that time anyways.

Motion 13 in all fairness -- take Pine Point for example, there Is only one board member who Is a 
native or who Is a tenant. I was on the board of directors at one time but I gave It up because It 
was 1nterferr1ng with my work. And 1t 1s all -- Pine Point personnel are under. The chairman 
himself Is a Pine Point employee and just about everyone. There 1s not one person from town 
council. In all fairness, those house would be Issued fairly. Am I being out of point here by
bringing In Pine Point?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Not at all. We have not had any request to go to Pine Point.

MR. MATT /ILLEBRUN: Like I mentioned I only read about 1t In the paper.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): We have made representation to every community In the Northwest
Territories and/or organizations that we would be willing to speak with them. But we didn't have 
anything from Pine Point. You are not out of order at all, Matt, to come here and speak to It.

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: I want to point out that I took a night off today to come here. This 1s my
last night shift and I asked for a days leave because I am Interested.

Another thing Is the repairs on the houses in Pine Point Is very slow. I have a name here but I
don't know if I should mention his name but anyway this guy had a picture window that was cracked 
and tilted and he asked for it to be repaired or replaced three or four years ago and It still has 
not been done.

I guess what I am really trying to say Is that I would really like to see another 20 units built in 
Pine Point. I would also like to say that Pine Point has the cheapest rent In all of Canada 
because we pay a $100 a month for houses there but it 1s subsidized through Local 804, the union. 
Government houses are not subsldzed by the union. I don't really know how the fuel system works 
but I understand 1t Is like all the other corporations but I know Comlnco pays the housing 
authority $66 per month for each government unit.

Rather than see too many employees on the apprenticeship program -- like I said I have no 
objections to them having a house but the percentage should be smaller. For Instance out of 20 
units, I figure five units for them, 25 per cent for the apprentices and 75 per cent for the 
people. Since there are a lot of oldtimers in Pine Point now, over half the town qualifies for a 
government house under the Housing Act. If you have been there for three years you qualify, it 
doesn't matter what your race is or whatever you are.

I talked to some people about home-ownership and I am not really Interested. Today I know It Is 
better to rent a place than own a place. I was under the remote program in Fort Smith. I bought a 
house through the rural and remote and I sold it back to the government. That rural and remote 
program is a 25 year program. My mortgage payments were based on my employment at the time which 
was $1200 a month which came to $205 and It would never increase more than that. As a matter of 
fact I got a better job after that and it would decrease as my payments went down. But I figured 
out $205 for 25 years is something like $199,000. I paid $18,000 for the house, plus $1000 lawyers 
fees. I found out that the mortgage is not in your name until seven years has gone by and only 
then it slowly brings your payment down. But $199,000 1s 10 times the amount. The percentage was 
alright, only nine per cent but over 25 years. I sold my house back to the government and I made 
$2400 on it and my mortgage was paid off.

Will this committee be making recommendations to the Housing Corporation when you meet with them 
tomorrow?



CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): No. We are meetina with the local district office tomorrow to get an
Idea of what their programs are and to ask them questions. We will not be recommending to the 
corporation at all. We report to the Legislative Assembly who then either will accept 
recommendations that we make and then direct the government to do something who 1n turn because the 
corporation Is a division of the government will tell them to change things.

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: I would like to see the Housing Act changed 1n all fairness to the people.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): When you say the Housing Act, Matt, you are talking about the
territorial...

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: No. The Pine Point Housing Authority Act.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That agreement with Pine Point?

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: I understand the hous'ng 1n Pine Point reports to the corporation here. This 
is the main office here.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): The Pine Point local authority deals with the district office here.

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: And In turn this office deals with the office In Yellowknife.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That Is right.

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: So when you talk to this office they tell you to go to Yellowknife and
Yellowknife tells you to report back to Hay River.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Which Is about par for government, I guess. I shouldn't say that, god
will get me or somebody will.

---Laughter

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: As far as rent for low cost housing I understand that In Hay River they are
paying high rent and they are paying fuel and their own lights and that, I don't know how Fort
Smith Is running It yet. But It wasn't supposed to matter how much money you made as long as you 
lived three years In that community you qualified for low cost housing. But there Is a clause In 
there and low cost housing was based on 25 per cent of what you earned. So, If somebody earned 
$1000, he pays about $100 a month and if someone is earning $3500 a month, they are paying 
somewhere around $800 or $900 a month. That is why a lot of people think that is not fair —  the 
people that are paying high costs or they don't qualify.

I have never seen the housing authority yet refuse a person because they did not qualify. They 
paid their money, they got their rent. Based on the qualifications, If you qualified as a
resident. To vote in a community, you have to be a resident for three months and for territorial
wide vote is one year. That is my main concerns.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Are there questions? Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just like to say, Matthew, you did very well with 
your presentation with the limited time you had. All the concerns that were brought to our 
attention will be considered at our Interim report at the Legislative Assembly in November. So we
are not here working for the Housing Corporation or the government. We are all elected bodies
travelling and the only reason we did not go to Pine Point is that nobody Invited us to come down
and I am sure that a lot of people do not know that such a committee exists. Maybe now that you
have made this presentation, who know, we might get an invitation to go down there. Did you ever 
mention your concerns regarding the Housing Act in Pine Point to your MLA?

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: No, I have not. I thought about it only after I became involved with the
Metis. I have not had a chance to see him yet.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Maybe It would be a good idea 1f you do bring 1t up so that when we do make
recommendations, we will have his support as well. Thank you for your input.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Matt, with regard to the residency —  the unfair way that
houses are designated In Pine Point. What would you consider a fair way7

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: A fair way would be since there 1s a big percentage of Comlnco employees,
people like myself are natives and are sticking to their jobs. I have 10 years with this outfit
now. and if I had not gu1t. hetwepn 1974 and 19WV I would have 14 we*r$ now. Put Ĩ think s f»ir
way would be 25 per cent, don't take all the houses away because the Intention of the housing to 
start with was to keep native people working at Comlnco. I wish Isidore McDonald, was here because 
he was Involved In all that.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Yes, he was.

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: In order to keep the native people working at P1ne Point was to come up with 
some kind of housing and they came up with 20 units. I understood It was to be 40 units but they 
never did build those other 20 units the second year.

Also the board of directors should be split among the people, the council, a native person, a
tenant, there Is no objection with the chairman because he Is from Pine Point and he Is probably 
qualified for it.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you. My other question 1s with regard to the unfair rent scale, that 25 per
cent. What would you consider to be maybe a fair rent to be paying.

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: Do you mean for all people?

MR. GARGAN: Well, right now it 1s 25 per cent for all people regardless of your wage.

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: It is supposed to be based on low cost housing, 1t actually was suppose to be
low cost housing and If you were making lots of money, you should not be getting a house. But then
the Housing Act says that as long as you are a resident of that community you qualify for a house.
I think all housing authorities have that same act. So, some people pay $90 a month and some 
people pay $700 a month. And yet on the other hand when you are paying $700 a month and you are 
unemployed for six months, your rent will drop down to $79 or $58. That has happend in Fort
Smith. A fair shake I think would be across the board rent. Everybody pay the same.

MR. GARGAN: In the Northwest Territories they do have what they call Commissioner's land and land
reserved for Indians that Is used for building houses and that. In Providence as well as here in
Hay River, not the reserve, houses have been built on them. I guess regardless whether you are 
Indian or not, you still get into these houses on land that Is reserved for Indians. I don't know 
whether It is fair or not. For instance, Disneyland here, that whole row of houses 1s built on 
land reserved for Indians and I am sure that about 80 per cent are not Indians living in that area.

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: I thought it was all low cost housing?

MR. GARGAN: They are low cost housing but it Is built on land reserved for Indians.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I only have one question, Matt. It has been indicated to us that the
housing authority should be an elected board. How do you feel about that?

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: I think it should be an elected board.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You think it should be as well and let the various organizations select
or elect their own persons.

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: Yes, or the people in the town. The way the board of directors is chosen --
Don Stewart said the town council has something to do with it. I don't think the town council and
the housing authority -- they are two different organizations. Council looks after the town and 
thathousin9 f e r i t y  looks after the units that they were given out to rent and pay bills and

The way I got on the board was, I was a tenant at the time, and I got a letter saying that there 
was an opening on the board of directors and was I interested. In the meantime they wrote to every
one of them and I was the only one that said I would try and within a month or two I got a letter



from the Commissioner of the Northwest Territories appointing me for a two year term on the board 
of directors for the Pine Point Housing Authority.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Where there are associations, they are made up of tenants and they select 
their own tenants. An authority because 1t Is a tripartite, and Pine Point Is a classic example, 
territorial government, municipal government and Comlnco. That Is why 1t Is an authority.

Are there any further questions of Mr. Vlllebrun? Mr. Vlllebrun, I want to thank you very much for 
coming out here and I would hope as Mrs. Lawrence has Indicated that you would be able to get some 
kind of f e d  frc.~ other people In t'ne luninunily about a concern of housing in nine Point and then 
we could get some submissions from Pine Point.

MR. MATT VILLEBRUN: The problem In Pine Point Is the same as here In Hay River, nobody will show 
up. People are afraid to speak up. I do not know 1f I will be praised or cursed at when I get 
home but they can't hurt me for what I have said.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you very much, Matt. I appreciate you coming out. Again, I thank 
you for all coming out. We will just call It to a quit and hope that we get something else In the 
town some other time. Thanks very much.

— ADJOURNMENT
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What we have done basically, Tom, Is when we have talked t.o different 
people from the district office Is get an idea from them and, now you and your colleagues, on how 
you see the programs going. I'll grant you that It may at sometimes put you 1n a difficult 
situation but that goes with the heat 1n the kitchen. In the other two places both gentlemen were

Л гЛ пк w1tîl .?s «./égards to the Programs, the delivery, the allocation, the trials and 
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We are not here on a wood chunk with you of any kind. I think we all recognize that there are 
difficulties that you experience. You have a large district. We just want to get some idea from 
you about what you are doing and we have generally had some questions back and forth to you as 
well, 1f you don't mind that. I am not going to keep you here very long, only as long as you feel 
it Is necessary to keep on going.

So, If I could just ask you to give us an idea what you have doing, the role you see you and your 
office playing. Maybe you could again go over, although I know and I am sure that Sam will know 
the area Involved as well as Eliza, you go from Providence to Res.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: Regularly to Smith. We have the programs split up between -- Allan Reid Is our 
technical officer and he along with Carl Simms who Is another person that works 1n our office do 
all the technical end, all the maintenance and everything. All the projects of the housing 
associations are with Carl and Allan. So if you guys have any questions or anythlnq that we have 
to present on the technical end, Allan Reid will do it.

Dave Morgan and I are doing program officer work where we have split up the programs. What I can 
do Is talk on the programs that Ĩ have been involved in, and as far as housing associations and the 
mortgage program goes, if you have any questions related to that then you can ask Dave.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That is fine.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: First of all as far as we are concerned -- I know we have heard all kinds of 
things in the media about how bad the corporation is and things like that, so I would like to 
present some things to you guys that I think we have done and I can only speak for our district, of 
course, and only over the last four years since the HAP program or the SSHAG program has expanded. 
What we have done over the last four years in the district basically on the programs that I have 
been involved in and what we hope to do in the next few years.

I'll start with the Northern Territorial Rental Purchase Program. This is a program under which 
the tenants of these units are allowed to buy their units following the program under rental 
credits and all that stuff that is involved in a program. We have sold 14 units in this district 
and they are not all complete and it is hard to say what is going to happen with them over the next 
few years. We have had some problems with the land, therefore the program has come along very 
slow because there is nine different types of land that those units sit on. Two generally, federal 
and Commissioner's. But under each one there is a total of nine different types. So there could 
be nine different ways to get access to all these lots that our northern rentals sit on. This 
makes it kind of difficult to sell sometimes. But the program is going as fast as it can really, 
there is just not that many applicants. For example, Fort Smith is a big home-ownership community 
and we only have two of these units left. We sold all the ones in Fort Smith except for two.

Like I said it is hard to say what is going to happen to this program in the future.
Under the senior citizens home repair program which was given to us over the last two years and 
during those two years we had a budget of $30,000 per year at $5000 per unit which is only six 
units per year. We had a total of 64 applicants under this program. So it is very well advertised 
and poorly funded. So, of course, we have a tremendous pile of applicants and we are only able to
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This year, the head office has told us that the budget between HAP and the senior citizens home 
repair program will be combined and we will be using our own discretion on how to allocate the 
moneys between the two programs. So what we decided to do In order to catch up, was to do 24 
senior citizens home repairs programs in 1985.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Could t just stop you there for a moment, Tom. You are going to do 24 
and you said you had 64 applicants. That is out of the district?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: Right.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Ar.u juu have dune 12 out of those bn. Do you have any idea what that 
represents 1n terms of the total number -- do you have any idea what percentage that Is of the 
total number of senior citizens 1r. the area?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: Sure I have Idea that it could be as high as 75 per cent of senior citizens
homes 1n our district.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That is 64 represents 75 per cent?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: That Is an estimate, ft could be off anywhere from 20 to 30 per cent but that Is 
my estimate and we will not know that until we finish our need studies.

So, we now have 52 applications left on file. In 1985 we hope to do 24 units and In 1986 we hope 
to do 30 more. We planned on doing 24 and we are going to do 24 In 1985. Hopefully, in 1987 we 
will do what is there and perhaps clear up the program unless we get a bunch more applications. 
The only way that I can tell what the percentage is, is by the amount of applications that came in 
all of a sudden and then It slowed down where they are coming in about once a month now. I guess 
under the senior citizens program we are looking at 1987 to hopefully catch up to all the 
appl1cat ions.

CHAIRMAN (Mr, McCallum): How do you find the $5000 maximum does In terms of satisfying the
requests of the Individual?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: I think there are basically two different types of requirements that we have run
into. The guys in the real small conmunfties can pretty well get their house renovated for $5000. 
And people 1n the larger places like Fort Smith, Simpson, Hay River they can do quite a bit with it 
but It depends on the size of the unit and things like that. I hope that they would be satisfied 
with It if we do $5000 worth on the unit,

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do you see a need to increase that?

MR. ALLAN REID: I am Allan Reid, technical officer. I have done some of the Inspections for these 
SCRAP houses and I have found that In some of the cases the $5000 is more than enough and in other 
cases the $5000 doesn't even scratch the surface.

Now in one Instance in Nahannl Butte, we piggy backed this SCRAP with the RAP program which Is a 
CMHC program and it worked just fine. And if we can do those type of things, I think this $5000 is 
okay. But in a lot of instances this $5000 1s not enough.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mr. Beaulieu.

MR. TOM 8EAULIEU: I guess that 1s about all that I can outline on the senior citizens home repair
program. I guess the next thing would be the HAP and SSHAG or the home-ownership assistance 
program and the SSHAG program. Since 1980 we have expanded into the communities like Fort Smith, 
Fort Resolution and that was before we were in the remote communities so I just have gone back as 
far as 1980.

We have given out 74 forgiveable loans from 1980 to 1984 and of that 57 of these units are now 
occupied or 80 per cent of them. Two of these units have burned and the rest of them are at some 
stage of completion. I would say that of the 15 units that remain about 10 of them are closed in 
and the other ones are not quite at that stage yet. We hope to deliver approximately 100 more HAP 
units in our district over the next five years.



- 653 -

MR. BALLANTYNE: Excuse me, Mr. Chairman. Do we Just wait until the end or do we do program by
program as questioned?

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I think It would be best If we do It program by program. Mrs. Lawrence.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. When you mentioned the HAP program you also mentioned

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: No, I didn't.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Okay, It Is Just that RAP program then, CMHC doesn't come In the picture Just yet? 

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: No, not Involved with the HAP or SSHA6 program.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Ballantyne.

Wl. BALLANTYNE: You said you sold 14. Out of how many do you have left In your northern rental
stock?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: Approximately 100, I would Imagine.

MR. BALLANTYNE: With that one, one of the problems we have heard In communities Is because of the 
poor condition of some of the northern rentals the people are not prepared to buy It because their 
0 and M cost would be so high. Is that a valid concern, would you say?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: As far as the condition of the units go -- we have a maintenance budget and what 
we have done here Is try to monitor...

Maybe Allan should speak on this. I'll Just turn It over to Allan as far as what maintenance 
materials we have plus I find a lot of the cases the condition the units are In could be tenant 
damaged. With the amount of money we got —  when I turn it over to Allan, Is what we had to try 
and keep up the units.

MR. OAVE MORGAN: I would like to mention something else too. A lot of our northern rentals are of
course are under a different program called EARP which Is program for a major fix up for these
units. We got about 20 1n the last two years. We are talking $7600 per unit to fix It up.

One of the other problems In this program Is that people cannot have arrears to buy these units. 
So that may be another big problem why a lot of them are not sold. People living In those units 
cannot have rental arrears to buy these units.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): What Is the upset price as far as arrears 1s concerned, before you can? 
How far back do you have to go with arrears?

MR. DAVE MORGAN: Right back to when they starting renting.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): If I am In arrears a month or two months, an I eligible to purchase?

MR. DAVE MORGAN: No. You have to be up to date.

MR. ALLAN REID: Could I speak on that too? I think the tenants concern is justified the houses
are really not worth purchasing In some instances. But that opens up a whole new can of worms as 
to why they are no good and I have some statistics here that I got from our office as well as I 
have compared them with GNWT staff housing. I was over and talking to the area service officer, 
the maintenance supervisor and I got some figures from him. For Instance we have a total of 316 
buildings which Includes 310 houses, there are senior citizens homes, triplexes and those type of 
things. So, 316 buildings, they have 114. We have 10 staff actual people out on the field looking 
after those houses, they have 30. Another Instance, we have an average salary of about $22,700, 
their average salary is up around the $30,000 and $32,000.
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We have a capital budget which Includes EARP and ЕОИ of $353,000. They have a budget of $300,000 
for many less buildings. This Is not the only reason for our poor performance In maintenance 
area. They have a carpenter, an electrician, a plumber. We have maintenance men that have had 10 
to 12 week* training so they esn't do the Job that these qualified personnel c«n do so that is one 
of the reasons why the houses а-ч not In a condition where the people want to buy them.

There are other reasons as well and I don't know 1f I need to go Into that. That Is social 
problems. We have tenants that are more Inclined to be harder on the buildings and people that are 
working and have steady jobs, things like that. That 1s a whole new area as well, so there are 
reasons for this poor maintenance.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Just to clarify that. When you are talking about comparing the Housing 
Corporation or the authorities and association's maintenance staff as opposed to OPWs maintenance 
staff for staff housing. You didn't sqy that, just so it Is clarified for the record. We have 
heard that In all the communities and the fact 1s OPW 1s very well off compared to the corporation 
or their agents 1n all communities. That 1s a valid point.

Ml. ALLAN REID: Yes, that Is correct.

MIS. LAWRENCE: The concern was brought to our attention —  like some people request different 
funding to repair their home, arrears and all that. Some people think that It Is just handout. 
They think It Is more of a handout to give that $450 a month subsidy to you people. You guys are 
the ones that are on the handout more so than the tenants.

I am getting at a point, okay? If you should stay, all of you, 10 years In the corporation It 
would cost the corporation $162,000 for housing subsidy. If you give $35,000 grant to individuals 
once 1n a lifetime, It doesn't even cover the subsidy that you are going to be getting In 10 
years. And any time the community requests something, you people cannot do ft because there are no 
funds available and yet there are funds for this sort of thing. I am just trying to make a point 
because this Is what was brought to our attention.

The people In the northern rentals would be far better off If the arrears are forgiven and given 
that low rental at a minimum price with a little bit of money on top of that so that they can 
maintain It and get It off your hands and let them go because they use to own their own homes at 
one time. They can go back to doing that again. Because for a few reasons the program was 
Implemented very poorly when It first started because of the turnover of the people, different 
governments got Involved, the program was transferred to territorial for various reasons.

If we gave these northern rentals -- at one time 1t was with the intention of purchasing It at two 
dollars a month —  you remember that little deal that they made that over a period of time they can 
own it. That has never happened because the policies have changed, the program has been 
transferred, there Is a big turnover of people in departments 1n both governments. It has caused 
so much hardship today, 1n fact there is a constant Internal fighting In many communities that we 
have went to so far. I thought It was just in my area and when I saw It 1n other communities, I 
felt a little better about the whole thing because now we can make some changes.

What are your feelings on what I said about getting rid of these northern rentals for the people 
that wish to purchase. I don't think everybody wants to purchase because somebody mentioned that 
because they are In such poor shape but for the people that would like to outright purchase and 
maintain it but they are unable to do 1t because they have arrears.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: First of all you are referring to the $450 that we receive. Were you talking 
about us three guys here?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Yes, not just the three of you but other too. Other people in housing association, 
Housing Corporation Itself, the headquarter staff. And yet we are looking at these little $16,000 
or whatever arrears and yet we are dealing with a lot of figures for headquarters and the 
corporation Itself. What I am suggesting Is that even if we do forgive those arrears, get rid of 
the northern rentals once and for all and let them go on their own. I just wanted to know. I am 
not just aiming at the three of you.
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MR. TOM BEAULIEU: I was going to say that we live In houses too and operate our own units and that 
Is necessary I think iron the government. All government employees get It and unless the policy 
changes I don't see how you can compare that with what Is happening with the Northern Territorial 
Rental Purchase Program.

As far as giving the units away —  at one time In Frobisher Bay we were selling these units for 
onu dollar and the same tenants were turning around and getting $3000 for the first home Initiative 
program. That was happening all over Frobisher Bay at one time. We set a minimum of $1000 on it 
and as far as your original agreement goes where you are referring to two dollars a month rent. It 
states right In that agreement that one-third of the rent total paid on the unit will go to the 
purchase of the unit. It never said that they were going to buy 1t eventually. I got that 
agreement from your brother as a matter of fact. He said that one-third of that —  It says right 
1n the agreement and 1t was signed. There Is nowhere In the agreement does It say that they had to 
give away their units or get rid of their units. So, I don't know If that deal was made verbally 
between whoever was representing the government at that time and the people or what the case was.

As far as arrears go. The arrears are accumulated over a long period of time and we have records 
of those arrears. Things are documentated where —  the arrears are there, the person lived 1n 
there and we supplied him with accommodation, heat and power during all that time that he lived 1n 
there. And what you are saying to us 1s lets forgive this guy while some other person who has been 
paying rent for the last 14 years 1s now at the same level as the person who sat back and paid 
nothing for the past 10 years. So what you are saying as far as I am concerned is that you are 
going to make the person who has been paying all these years say "No use paying, may as well sit 
back and 10 years from now they are going to give me my house". Do you want to set that kind of 
precedent?

MRS. LAWRENCE: Maybe so If it comes to that. Okay, for whoever has been paying rent regularly up 
to date, If they so wish to purchase, let them purchase It or give It to them. There was so much 
misunderstanding, things had not been explained to the people when this was taking place. At one 
time 1f a southern came up and said something, right now we threw ourselves at them and followed 
them along. That is no longer the case now. We question and because of our questioning we become 
a threat to some departments but I don't care about that. The point that I am trying to make Is 
that because there was so much misunderstanding that went on, even with CMHC. Right now today 1t. 
Is happening as well. We had a lot of complaints on that.

I would like to see how much rent has gone Into some of these units, Individual northern rentals, 
for someone that has paid up to date and for someone that did not pay up to date and how much they 
are worth today. I am speaking more for my area now but as well as for the other conmunltles that 
we have visited and has shown this kind of concern. It would be nice to have something like that.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: We can go across our district and dig up rental records for our 376 units but 
the way we prefer to do it —  we can do 1t for the 100 northern rentals units. But what we have 
done 1s that when a person has shown interest we have let them know how they stand. Rent wise, 
and explain the program to them. I think the people that got into the program, at least 1n our 
district, have been completely, 1n my opinion, satisfied with the way the results were. Because 
people were able to buy units where the market value on the lot was $10,000 and they were able to 
buy units in Hay River for a total of $4000 and that Included the land, unit and everything. I 
can't see why we should take the drastic step of all of sudden starting to give these units away 
for nothing, forgiving arrears and giving them money on top.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Maybe I can say that because of our touring and the complaints that we have heard. 
We did not hear any complaints from —  well, I shouldn't say any, we did hear from Hay River, there 
was 2n]J  UP last night out of all of Hay River and I do not know what the reason 
was behind this. But the one that did show up had a very good complaint.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Do you at this time have discretion over allocations of
budget? You mentioned that some of the money that is going Into HAP right now might be diverted 
Into senior citizens. Do you have that discretion or is that just being Implemented?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: You are talking about the difference between the HAP and the senior citizens
repair program or the HAP program when we are actually delivering the program?
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Okay. My other question 1s with regard to the RAP program that was done last year 1r

MR GARGAN: Maybe taking one house unit away and diverting It  so пщуЬе six or seven senior
citizens could actually get their house repaired. Do you have that discretion?

£•  Е Л ' .  $ ? .  A*».-.. “• 1« "«  •»« «  this y.tr.
home's. » . « r í^ « V n ĩh . , r « , o p «  b o V e l'llfr ih s t  “ “ * *• “"  “  n , ‘ "  !,x sen,or

MR. GARGAN: The other one Is with regard to -  you do give directions to the associations, right? 

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: Right.

MR. GARGAN: One thing I found out yesterday with regard to some of the units here 1s that some of 
'  ?*°P!!nn1heatn are actua11*  V v1ng 1n those un1ts « ° " '1 qualify or else maySe the units a ^ t S Í

what^we 1ehe ar tS a?d îhat s°rt °f th1n9* 1 dor|,t know If that Is true or not but that was 
what we were hearing yesterday and that maybe there are families In need and thev are belna denied 
because they have been living In those houses before then. I was just wondering about that?

u n U í ^ T h ^ h m Í c í n ?  a,.1f)cat1n9 of units, the Housing Corporation does not do the allocating of 
units. The housing authority or association themselves do that In a town or vlllaqe. Thev have 
certain guidelines that they must follow but they do the actual allocating, we do not9 do It.

alternative « « 1 Й « ? о ^ и"',еГи," ,гв‘1, d° h* "  that ," scrat"”> *° ■ '-«*. ■ *»« •* »«■*

MR. DAVE MORGAN: Our district manager has the discretion overruling any board of directors of anv 
housing associations or authorities when it comes to allocating units. If the complaint comes in

ÎL ‘::tW 7o o r.? ,tb.St*!"UÏÏ„S4!yPC °f “ ,n8 tne" ^  -Ч Й  i. Л Й
MR. GARGAN:
Kaklsa.

MR. DAVE MORGAN: That Is a CMHC program, we have nothing to do with that.

MR. GARGAN: People In Kaklsa, Fort Providence as well as in Fort Rae where this Droaram was
HnPnn?eînnd !üve be<en »tiíireu tieií* w1t>1 wa9e 9arn1shee and taking them to court and all that I really
do not know where In the hell to start and try to solve that. I know that we have pensioners !- I

hMnpn?nn°!íinkht0Wn MrSĸ s 'îi4 ??d She has 90t a ,etter and those are the k1nds of things that are happening right now by collecting agencies 1n Edmonton, I believe. 9

MR. DAVE MORGAN: I am not sure of how CMHC is delivering the programs. The RAP program does have
haf n19<HVei,ab if poütlon t0, j ta . 1 th1nk r19ht now 1t Is about $800 but there Is a portion that has to 
nĩnnL « ж  wou th.nk that the Pe°P1e delivering the program would explain that to the
people getting these grants that there Is this portion that you have to pay back.

MR. GARGAN: $5000 something was what...

№  “ S o J i f í î c J  a™"»". "  ,S 9™  "p lP аЬои'  1800 that ,s ^elveablm no.. »n depending on

MR. GARGAN: So really It is not within your jurisdiction at all?

ThN°* hn0t 0ur Jur1sdict1on at all. That is their program and they deliver it out
of Yellowknife. They have one person taking of that 'or the whole Western Arctic.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Thank you. Mrs. Lawrence.

answerSRthSt:uoIuW!iii°i[n9 t0 ask him a 2uestion on the sa"ie line that Seen mentioned but you guys

running around ^ t h ^ S ' î h S î t l î S  I j W K S S u ĩ S  Й е ^ А д Ь  №  « T L j ĩ ĩ M ' ? h 5 ? p1f 
am even confused and I can read and write a little bit but for someone that can't read or write —
I notice even lawyers are confused with their wording, so you can Imagine what 1t does to these 
people. When they get these repairs done under CMHC at the end they end up paying a whole pile of 
money and they are on social assistance, there is no way that they can run that kind of program.
In fact we don't need that kind of hardship put upon us right now when we have enouqh to deal 
with.
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MR. DAVE MORGAN: One other problem with this program was that CMHC really did not have a full time 
person working on that. The last person they had was on a contract basis and I believe she Is 
finished now. My understanding 1s that they do have a position now for a RAP co-ordinator but for 
the last couple years they have not had a full time person on that program.

MRS. LAWRENCE: That RAP co-ordinator, is that wttn the Housing Corporel ion.

MR. DAVE MORGAN: No, that 1s CMHC.

MRS. LAWRENCE: About the local housing authority. Some people are living 1n apartments with three 
kids and I understand that there 1s a guy living 1n a three bedroom house and when he got the house 
he had a wife and child but 1t has been a few years now that he has been living alone In that 
house. There are a couple of others like that too. That was brought to our attention last night. 
Is there anything that could be done for people that live In an apartment with three kids and...

MR. OAVE MORGAN: The housing association and authority board of directors can under the tenancy
agreement, switch people around in these houses If they want to. They can actually give the person 
who Is one person living In a three bedroom house a 30 day notice and say "Look, we would like you 
to move Into one of our apartments". They can do that.

The only way we find out about these things 1s If the housing authority themselves or the people 
tell us or write to us. We do not always know this stuff 1s going on. What we expect from people 
In our houses that If they have a problem and they can't solve 1t at the local level, they should 
be writing us In Hay River. We end up getting some phone calls over the phone but never followed 
up on It, we would like something In writing from people.

MRS. LAWRENCE: You see, you know that, I know that now, but these people do not know that. They
are not really trained but that 1s the only alternative they have In their mind Is this housing 
authority. And they have nowhere else to go because they do not know this. It 1s easy for us 
because we have dealt with this program for years, 1 am learning a lot of things now but you guys 
have dealt with 1t for the last two years so you know but these people at the community level do 
not know that. Especially In the big centres It is even worse. Yellowknife is even worse because 
there are so many governments running around the country In that town, it confuses everyone.

Like she said last night, "The housing authority rejected my application, 1t went right to the 
bottom". To her that is the end of the line. She has no where else to go but to us here last 
night and that is what happened.

MR. DAVE MORGAN: All the communities that I go In and that is where we have housing associations,
all the people that I have talked to know that they can come to the Housing Corporation If they 
disagree with a decision made at the local level. That doesn't mean that we will over turn that 
decision because we have to work with the man years and the boards there too. And they may have 
valid reasons for turning down applications. But they have that choice to come to us If they want

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Mike.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I have a number of questions. If I could go back to the Idea of arrears in 
northern rentals. Obviously, that is a hinderance to selling the northern rentals. I agree with 
you it is very difficult to set the precedent of just forgiving it carte blanche because you are 
right, nobody is ever going to pay again. 8ut I wonder, do you have any Ideas how that situation 
could be handled, other than paying up the arrears?

MR. DAVE MORGAN: Of course in other housing units, public housing units, people in those units who 
are up to date can if they chose, apply for those units to buy it, northern rental. They can do 
that. If you are talking about the actual people in units right now who have arrears. The best we 
are trying to do Is get their arrears up to date and we are doing a pretty good job.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Do you have an idea of the extent of those arrears. A ball park figure. 
Is there somebody down $4000 or $5000? Down $1000 or more is likely a years rent that that person 
is back because the average cannot be anymore than $100 a unit.



However, we are*'at the ТосаГ1 evel°Pnow,'^collect/ngC° U,îto^t1 dcodI»4* °Г three t !?(mand 1n drears, 
figures show In our assessments and collections1 that ĸthĩ J !  pay1"9 someth1n9- Our 
shows 100 per cent. Now. of course thu  4he end Ju,y* our *®ar to date figure
present but our people In the associations are dolna a aoorf in's f^4 1n9.Past arrears also plus 
necessarily saying “Look we are oolw to kick n?.t 9< Л 9 i ° b and a fa,r Job* are not
$?ООЛ". uí „ í  Jf.. * ?.oin9 ™ lc1cl( y °u out 1" seven davs because vmi M v o  «nt « . ы  ........

'  “ *.. » r^Oĸ.c a uiaiiye lo pay a certain mount back. ' "  r “'“ Jum
MR. BALLANTYNE:

ï s  s x æ t å j x s  т ~ ~  iî
house or do you think that Is a way you could handle It ы  Л  T  \  as, soon as the> had the
soneboi, . 1 »  that the, still Ь а , , ^ Г г , | р ™ | ь , ^  for t h V i r ë . r * l ’ 5''" 11"  *ppearan“  tp

figure of the mortgage^Jfth*th ^ 'o rr^ ^ T p i^ t^ o T h a .e ^ h arrears ,п*° the mortgage. Hove a total 
five, six years, fh .t Is pUsIble , ,  ta, £„é  thrt r ø  ° ,er "h lto er 11 ls> *hr“ .
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and the on the senior cuite'ns 9°°I Hhe^he'ldeâ^h.í a,te™ at,ves 1 bave a questloo on the HAP 
reason those are together is because hot both й а п И . г Н ^ 5?*? ,,e’" b"  lt>' a"« I guess the

H g h t  now?r0 b *em 15 ând 1 " иМ  1, ke ^ Г е’ С Т ^ ^ ^ пЬ ^ Г уГ ь Г Г  h Í W Ĩ Í

those applications m V  not *Ье e^glbfe* beea use* of*‘rental1 Créais to гь“ 1Ь,е V 134, "P t0 80 of

youn if’ the coimiunfty*1 s^gettVng^an а П o V í o T  L ^ a l T t h S0Jiew,hf.re down th* " п Г н А Р  couîd^ssîst 
that may happen but right now the only thing we have i s ^ e V l T l n “  reTs W r ï V o t  е П д Г ы Г 9*

essentially Agoing t o T ' r o S l n T r ^ l w T n  о г Ь е ^ Д о "  t T î i l l  Ĩ 'с Ш  zens repays?9 "Р? Агв y°U 

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: Yes. that Is right.

and you are still ^lloweT t h V f l e x i b l í ^ / 0^  Р°1П4 °f Vl6W <S 4h3t 1f that total budget went UP 

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: Right.

program 1s finding th^Tabou?component.^Now01"*! understand the0^ !  м 7 ипН у  w1th the HAP 
labour component was a sweat equity that snmehnH? J,4 i?? thf °r191na' philosophy was that that 
contribution. What we haveSaid' is t h a t I t T K  d W I c u f t S ^  U  and, 14 WOu1d be the1r 
and still provide the labour In their house and thei have o n ™  2™e ,people to hold down a J°b 
labour money. Now we have heard from j « t  about Î X r ï  nIJS 4u fed?ra government programs for 
see some form of single source fundlnoJ n« ,e e y ?!.'ce we have been that they would like to 
any comments to make about that principle o/havinn ??n4ih 09 wron9 with that Idea or do you have 
would be $50,000 instead of $30,000t o $ 1 5,00 0 o r Jhatevl?* 1 t ° \ ï ï *  d1"9 3nd perhaps 3 9rant

3n' t h a ^ V s ^ f .  Г д Г п о 1  ̂ " f r e ' ^ v l i i ^ S ^ O  'woííh a-SP,eCth1°f U * 1 have some v1ews
electrical enough to hire an electrician to wĩreThehouse Nnl 1nc1udes freight and
they are using that material to build a house t h a ? V  nnt'nn"? ’ Ü m?st instances that $30,000, 
are getting from the federal Government the,? , < not p to code because the money that they
allowed to pay their workers 9$?nn nor ar? given certain restrictions on that. They are
qualified ĩ "  *. 4i;,h0“r w e k - * ». i a t  k S d  rf
labour build these houses end the, are Just not g l u i n g Ĩ  g S d ^ d u c ? 4 ' 1Г' h,r'n9 “,"'“a" f 'e<,



So If It was single source funding then I think we could monitor It a little better. He could have 
control» we give them certain stages of construction with no limit on how much they p&y their 
employees. We could tell them "look, we will give you $5000 for labour to complete the foundation, 
so much more to complete the framing". Then with the assistance of the home-owner, which we still 
like to have although there Is a problem with having to work and all that, we still think that he 
should put in his sweat equity sane how and If he could hire a proper carpenter to ao In there and 
iieip m m  with that house, we would get a much better product.

BALLANTYNE: That was rpy point I heard examples of, for Instance, a band helping to build five 
HAP houses and they hired 12 labourers at $200 a week and It takes then five months. They could 
have hired four skilled people at $800 a week and did it better and faster. But because of the 
strings attached to the federal money, they can't do that. So you answered my questions then, that 
would be helpful, from your point of view, to ha''e that single source funding.
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MR. ALLAN REIO: Yes. I think It would be.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I just had one question. Under the home-ownership assistance program, we 
have heard the concerns expressed that there really Isn't much monitoring, 1n other words, there 
are no Inspections being done. Is that correct?

MK. ALLAN REIO: That 1s not correct. We have no control over how those clients build those 
houses. We can go 1n and say look, you don't have that lintel over the window, you should put a 
lintel over the window. That 1s all we can do. We can't say we are taking back the material 
because they are not building their house right. We see 1t all the time, people just don't know 
what they are doing, but we have no control over It. We give them the material up front, If we 
only give them so much material at a time maybe that 1s one way we could control It but we don't do 
that either. And quite honestly 1t Is no feasible for us to do that because 1t would cost us more 
than the $30,000 to deliver so much material at a time. So we have no control at all, we go In and 
we see the problems and we point them out, but that Is all we can do. We could even write It down 
If they want but I don't think writing It down will solve the problem

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): There Is something wrong then with what Is going on because you are 
giving your money away. These are grants to people to do provide it. Somewhere along the Une 
there has to be a better system. If we, as MLAs are giving the government the authority to provide 
home-ownership grants of somewhere roughly an average of $30,000 each and then we do not do 
anything to, no only ensure that the money Is well spent, or help the people to build a proper 
home, somewhere along the line something Is wrong. I don't want to take this as a criticism 
against this district, but somewhere along the line something Is wrong because we are not putting 
out public funding because It Is a territorial program, surely somewhere along the line we have to 
be able to look after those two concerns. One that the Individual 1s going to get the proper 
products and secondly that we are getting goods for services. I think to some degree, personnaly, 
that that may be a reason why under the SSHAG or the present HAP that some of these units are not 
being completed. It could be one of the reasons, I know there are others.

Because somewhere along the line a guy wonders "What in the hell do I do now?". I see the homes 
going up but all of a sudden there Is a difficulty with windows and doors, properly spaced 
studding. We want some Idea from you as to what we would do. How would you correct that. Youa re 
talking about putting up 100 more 1n the next five years at $35,000 a crack. Now that Is a 
substantial amount of money, just In this one district.

MR. DAVE MORGAN: One of the big problems up front in the program part of it Is that we have to 
talk to these people and make decisions whether these peopl are qualified to build a house to start 
out it. We technically do not have the proof behind to say whether a guy 1s or is not a carpenter 
If he says he is. One of the biggest problems is that we are told in this program that we have to 
find people who can build their own house. That 1s a tough thing to do. To find people who you 
know can build their own house. The one funding step would be that we could control it more, 
especially 1n the Inspection stage.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I agree with Dave in that respect but I am not too sure that that should 
be a criteria, to be quite honest. Because there 1s a possibility to hire the expertise to do 
it. The houses have to be built under the national building code. Now when you get into the 
electrical, a guy gets an electrlans helper or you get some kind of guy who has some kind of 
knowledge about it and puts in the elctrlcal in the house, if there is no kind of Inspection on it 
pretty soon you run into a difficulty that could cause a tradegy. Somewhere along the line there 
is a Irresponsibility —  maybe on the part of the legislators as well. Do you feel comfortable 
with this and if not what would you suggest the corporation do to try and do something about It?

MR. ALLAN REID: We do not allow unqualified electricians to wire these houses, we provide so much 
in that grant to hire qualified electricians. We supply the materials and then we supply money to 
hire an electrician. That is one area that we don't budge on. But there are other areas like 
structural soundness, there are some areas where it just should not be allowed but again what can 
we do about it. Single source funding would help, there are others we have thought about over the 
years but nothing has changed. I don't know whose fault it is, maybe the Legislature should get us 
more money then we could do a better job.
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Money does not solve all problems.

MR. ALLAN REID: I have a personal opinion too. I haven't really talked to anybody about this,
there are probably a lot of flaws 1n this as well but If this $30,000, ft fs GNWT money, what 1f
this 1s used as a mortgage program to offer grants to people to go out and buy a house. We could 
go out an Inspect It and say w* will give you $20,000 towàrd à morlgege. Then we could look at the
house and determine whether or not It Is up to code. Then they could go to the bank and say I want
to buy this house and have $20,000 as a down payment. Most banks would be glad to loan money under 
those circumstances.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I think 1t would be fine for people like yourself, who are working.

MR. ALLAN REID: Oh I am not saying to change th HAP program entirely, just for those who would
want to do that.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Yes, but It would be hard for some families 1n the community who do not have a 
steady Income because you know what It 1s like to borrow money from the bank, so they are going to 
have problems.

Any comment I have made to the three of you, I am not doing It because I want to run the three of 
you down, that 1s not the case. The system has been 1n place before you people came, so anything
that has happened up until now, it is really not your fault but we still have to make the comments
and deal with because we are on the special committee, there are new people on the Legislative 
Asembly. I am going to have problems with finances on housing because I am sitting on the finance
committee as well. Sam has a real nice figure on headquarters, I don't know how many million
dollars for a few people. Yet we cannot meet the needs of the people at the community level. So 
something has to give, something has to go. I would really like some Input, like forgive those 
northern rentals. Why I am saying that 1s that it Is causing such a hardship In so many 
communities. We are all new, and if anything happens from now on, okay, we will deal with ft. 
If we can spend so much money on benefits for Housing Corporation employees, we also have to look 
at the needs of the people and the conditions they are living in. It really opened my eyes when I 
travelled Into the community. We took pictures as well. I know in many cases the tenants are to 
blame but we are here to give services and if there is any kind of improvement to be made we must 
make it. That Is my recommendation.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: I would like to comment on the HAP again. As far as the HAP program goes, like
we said, we have a material package, we have an electrician. They purchase the lot, we do the site 
work and from then on, right now what has been happening, like Allan mentioned earlier, they are 
getting money from the federal government. I don't know 1f you are aware of this, but the Housing 
Corporation had just about received that money Instead of the federal government, and we were 
hoping to maybe put something like what you guys are suggesting across, but it did not happen. But 
as far as like what you guys were saying, there is no inspection and so on, it is just about 
impossible for two technical guys to inspect 22 units when they are all coming up at the same time, 
at each stage. We requested inspections on every stage of construction, these houses won't be 
finished for a few years. Some work so slow, it is amazing and some work so slow, it Is also 
amazing.

— Laughter

So it 1s very difficult to try to co-ordinate the -- it is amazing. But the technical officers 
have gone in there if a guy has expressed that he has a problem with something, or if we are 
travelling into a community, we have gone and looked at the unit. We don't really nave anything in 
the HAP program that says it has to be inspected at these stages.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): One other thing we have heard in other communities. You have your plans
for your HAP unit, you don't have a page for the mechanical or electrical. Secondly you have the 
outside measurements in metric and you have the others in imperial, or vice versa. That may be any 
great deal to people who are conversant, but to the ordinary joe -- because there is a difference 
between a yard and a metre, about three and a half inches, and that makes all the difference in the 
world in squaring up a unit. Somewher along the line, those things, in some way, should be 
changed. So you can be consistent in all ways. It may not be too much of a problem to some but it 
could be in the ordinary joe who has to put the sweat equity into it. I just think that those are 
some of the things that are frustrating to some. I know we have seen plans were there are no plans 
on mechical or electrical.
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MTC. ALLAN REID: I think those are the older SSHAG drawings because we have complete sets of
drawings now. I don't consider those problems small because together they are a big problen and we 
do need some refining and we have done some refining and we will continue If we can get people to 
listen to us. We are the people out in the field, we see the problems and deal with them every 
day. The do not phone the head office and tell them the problems they pass It on to us and we In 
turn pass It on to head office when we can. We can't comment on everything that Is said, 
obviously, we are not allowed to say those things on the phone.

— Laughter

But we do pass our consents on and a lot of It 1s listened to, some of 1t does not sink 1n because 
I guess they don't really realize that It 1s a problem.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): The district managers get together at certain times of the year, there
has to be situations that come up, surely to hell you can tell the guy In construction tn make 1t 
consistent. I know In a case of one we saw yesterday, and it 1s not an old SSHAG unit, these are 

get 1deasS ^  We ^  П°1 1П * confrontat,on s t a t i o n  with you, we are meeting with you to

MR. DAVE MORGAN: We have similar frustrations as people in the field. We have to take things that 
we recommend to our head office and as A1 says, sometimes It gets done and sometimes It doesn't, 
we are as frustrated as many times as the clients and many times our hands are tied. As you know 
1t starts from the top up and comes down.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: The metric and imperial confusion, we are trying to alleviate those problems 1t 

tryîngato affevVate jrteCently‘ We just had a caPita1 Project approval form filled out and we’are

MR. GARGAN: You mentioned that your office has the discretion reallocate, do you also have the
if «« ê m°ney1 th/  moiley 11 a11ocated- 1 applied for HAP too but I don't have It yet,
if an Individual could apply for it and say this is how much the house will cost and maybe put In 
the rest through mortgage or something.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: No, we don't have that kind of budget right now. It is just the HAP and the

mortage and grant ̂ combinedf^' *  d°n,t а П у Ш "9 <П ho"“ ershiP ‘hat ties into

MR. SAM GARGAN: The other thing, with regard to the utilities, I believe in Hay River in public
housing they pay the electricity and the fuel and in other communities they pay electricity.

MR. ALLAN REID: The clients in Hay River pay their own power, they do not pay their own fuel.

r ; 0̂ “ í:rC“í".reå ^ dheodSuîh«re' ,f a perî™  "  " vi"9 ,n s touse “  *»

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: If the association allocates a northern rental unit to them, then they can

appĩiedetoththe ^(Sgram"1* ^  ^  Cred1tS accumulated while they were in public housing will be

MR. GARGAN: How about the person who was living in the northern rental?

MR. DAVE MORGAN: If there is a person living in northern rental right now, there is no arrears.

Weil âĩ<L ref.eurrÍn? t0 s.om®body buying somebody elses house or switching.
Well the association would like them to switch and the guy who is living In the northern

the c o w n u n i t y ^ e v e l П° intentions of buyin9 the unit* 1 imagine that deal could be worked out at

4As faC a* î h e .9ra"ts ?°, wou1d u  malce it easier if it was not a grant but a 
contr but1°n. Accountability is what I am talking about, for a grant it is outright, you do not

S o n t r í b u K  f0P â contribution -  *ou mi9ht be ab1e to get a mortage if you made a

MR. ALLAN REID: A forgivable loan maybe, where you are forgiven over a certain number of years,
n^v nS°+?UCh for9iven every year and if you sell that house and make money you have
pay back whatever portion you haven t earned todate.



I

- 663 -

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: 
Involved In It.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Just getting back to that comment you made about the two tenants. If the two 
tenants can agree —  1f somebody 1s living 1n a public house and would like to purchase a northern 
rental, by agreement of the tenants they can switch, 1s that what you are saying?

Yes and with the agreement of the local authority or association has to be

MRS. LAWRENCE: i would like to know what is happening to that house in tort Resolution, where
Henry Pierrot was building a special project. What is happening?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: That was a special project unit. The Housing Corporation applied $75,000 to 
complete these units. Then 1n some cases an additional $6000 and In Pierrot's case that money 
wasn't given, he was not given the —  the unit was not turned over to him because he had arrears of 
$6400. So I spoke to the Pierrot's and they said that they had approximately $67,000 worth of 
equity plus the difference of what he was getting paid as wages as a home-owner and what another 
person was getting paid working on those units. He figured there was approximately $67,000. So we 
paid him that equity by selling him a unit for the amount of his arrears and paid off the 
association and cleared h1s named and reallocated the unit to a person who paid those arrears off.

MRS. LAWRENCE: So who has the unit now?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: 
is Alief now.

A person called Billy Elief and Freida. She used to be a Jones but I think she

It seems to me that one of the major problems is in long term planning. I wonder
a 1T •

MR. BALLANTYNE:
if within the HAP program, have you developed a five-year forecast for allocation of housing. Or 
don't you know at this time what your budget is going to be and you are doing it year by year.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: We only have a general Idea of what our budget Is, and yes we do, personnaly
anyway, since we run the HAP program, try to look five years ahead.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Have you looked at it overall. Would it be helpful if the corporation developed a 
five year plan with estimated budgets in place, that it might be easier if you built more HAP units 
1n one community. Right now it is politically sort of spead out, three or four here, two here, it 
1s a political exercise. But if there was a five year plan that people could see they would know 
that in 1987 in their community they could get 15 houses, they may have to wait two years jut you 
would get them all in one year. Do you think that would help you logistically in better managing 
the projects?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: I don't know if it can be done because of the changes of family size, new 
families coming up, families moving, there is always a certain need in each community. I really 
don't think we have a need in any community to build 15 units, we have a need to build three in a 
community over the next five years.

MR. BALLANTYNE: I will give you an example, Fort Simpson, they have a proposal in to the 
corporation, they want to build 50 units over five years. Ten units a year. It would be a useful 
tool to develop a five year forecase, which like any other five year forecast is not cast in stone, 
but it would be a useful tool.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: Yes I agree.

MR. BALLANTYNE: In every community that we visited communities want more and more control. Do you 
see ways that you could improve that responsibility and control at the community level? I am 
referring to housing programs in general. The example is the HAP program in Fort Simpson, but what 
they would really like to do is that the Housing Corporation allocates to them, let's say we do 
this single source funding, it is $50,000 a unit, just for the sake of an argument, they would like 
to get $500,000 a year. They then would take on all the responsibi 1 Ites. They want total control 
but obviously other communites are not in a position to do that. What do you see yourself 
suggesting to us so that we can make recommendations to address more clearly that whole area of 
more community control.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: We have had programs in the past there were run by the band, that were related 
to the SSHAG and HAP, or any other special programs. I can't honestly say they ware as successful
as we were, delivering the program ourselves.

- / __________i / v
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MR. BALLANTYNE: There was a demonstration program 1n Fort Good Hope, there was one 1n Fort
Resolution. I guess Fort Good Hope was more successful than the one 1n Fort Resolution. Then they 
stopped and the problem Is 1n the construction 1n the North, they use a lot of southern 
contractors, who also made all sorts of mistakes. If people had been making those mistakes and 
learning from them 10 years ago, they probably would be able to do 1t right now. It seems to me 
that what they did, Is because they ran Into problems the first time, they stopped. Oo you see a 
benefit In continuing those programs, all of us realizing that mistakes are going to be made? BUt 
they are going to be made In the community, they are qolnq to have to live with those mistakes and
hopefully they are learning from those mistakes. Do you see some posltve aspects of that sort of
philosophy?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: If they do the housing for five years, I am sure units will continue to Improve.

MR. ALLAN REID: These special projects In Fort Good Hope and Fort Resolution, these people were
given $75,000. We are given $30,000 and are expected to build proper houses. They were given 
$75,000 with no strings attached, other than turn out a good project. I think that with the staff 
the Housing Corporation already has, I think 1f they were given $75,000, they would do a good job.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Let us just talk about HAP. Rather than do you think the idea that, the band or
municipal council could take over the repsonsibllIty of delivering that HAP program, co-ordinating 
It, etc., etc., and the band would get, right now it is $30,000 each, a house, so with 10 houses 
they would get $300,000 and they are responsible for delivering 10 houses. Do you see that as 
working?

MR. ALLAN REID: Well it Is pretty hard to see into the future but I would Imagine that they would
probably run the same problems as we have.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Well all things being equal, they are saying they want to do it and of course they 
are going to run Into the same problems, of course they will, they will probably not handle them as 
well as you are handling them now. But more and more they are saying that they want to have that 
responsibility in the community, everywhere.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: What will you guys do with us?

MR. BALLANTYNE: Well It is obvious that something like this Is going to take many, many years,
before any community Is delivering all their programs. You will be retired, but what I am saying 
Is to start the process now, aiming toward that in the future. I am not talking about getting rid 
of all your jobs now.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Tom, you mentioned having the band control things and it was not that successful.
It was brought to our attention in communities that so long as things are run at the community 
level where you group friends and relatives together on the association or authority, things are 
not going to change and if you put the control over them you are going to have a war. Because 
according to some of the councils and bands, they have husbands, wives, sons, etc. and they just 
group together and they will stay like that so long as they don't make changes.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: When I referred to a program not being as successful as the way we handled it, I
was referring to HAP or something in construction. Are you referring to housing?

MRS. LAWRENCE: I was talking more on control, like Mike mentioned, take the district office to
Fort Smith or Fort Res, I don't think it will be that effective right now because of how the
associations and authorities are set up by relatives and things like that. So long as that happens
I would really be reluctant to do that. As far as doing away with your position, that is not what 
we are here for.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: I was not worried about it, I was just joking.

MR. BALLANTYNE: You could actually do away with our positions much easier.

— Laughter

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: I don't find that in our district. I find it difficult to try to grasp, I could
go through our district on authorities and that —  Fort Simpson doesn't have a board; Fort 
Resolution doesn't have a board; Hay River has boards that are appointed by the Commissioner; and i 
Fort Smith, three or four of them are voted in by the tenants themselves; in Fort Providence they
have a board and I am not sure I could refer to that board as family.



MR. TOM BEAULIEU: I find it difficult to find a family when there is only one manager and his
assistant running the whole tning. In Fort Simpson and Fort Resolution that is the case.

MRS. LAWRENCE: In Hay River and Fort Smith they brought it to our attention. In Hay River, they
have the Deputy Mayor Red McBryan and on the council they have Steve Brooks, and on the authority 
they have Wilson McBryan and Steve Brooks on the housing authority vice-chairman, they are all the 
same people and they should be elected. In Fort Res they have two girls who *rp doing housing and 
they are also on the council, they also have Cecil, husband of one of the girls. So those are the 
things brought to our attention.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: We hired those managers before they were on council. People elected them to
council after they started working on the association, they must have liked them.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum) Mr. Gargan.

MR. GARGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. With regard to the time frame, especially with the HAP
program right now, I believe you get your budget like everybody else in April, but the time frame, 
most of the material comes in late fall. Is that a problem?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: Yes it is a problem for us too. As far as the HAP program is concerned and the
time frame of delivering materials, we run into a whole bunch of obstacles when we are trying to 
deliver the HAP materials. First of all we try to get an early jump on it so we allocate the units 
in January. Some of these allocations do change as the year goes on, if the person goes into 
arrears or decides they can't handle the program. We bring all the people in in February and
discuss with them what we would like to see them do for us in return and we will do something for
them. And they will be 1 ri a warm house by the end of the following winter. We give them a two 
year building time frame on the agreement. A lot of times when we start delivering materials, we 
can request materials on a certain date, it goes up to our head office, materials management, they 
then go out to tender on these units. The tendering has to come back in, they give it to us so we 
can start CPAs. Then they go after the contractors to delivery the materials. Again it is out of 
our hands.

MR. GARGAN: When you go into public tender for materials and that, presumably you are not getting
that $30,000, you are going for the lowest bidder right? The maximum is $30,000.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: No. We don't really have a maximum on it, we have the program, the material
package, we have seven designs, and the material package om each of these designs, the total cost 
of that, plus site work, plus electrical and freight. It has worked out to approximatley $30,000 
but it has gone as high as #35,000 in our district.

MR. GARGAN: With regard to the northern rental, if a person isn't Interested in purchasing the
house, how long does it take before the transaction actually takes place?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: We have had some applications take -- some have never even been complete. One
guy gave up after waiting for so many years. Applications have taken a couple of years to be
finalized. What we have been doing lately is we have been taking the tenants in, we had to control 
put into the districts on April 1st, now we take the application, if the application is going to be 
approved, we do the contact with the land, try to get it done as soon as possible, that they deal 
with Local Government or the Dene bands or whoever to obtain that lot of for individual, whether it 
is a lease or purchase. We put this person interim occupancy and try to get them mortgages drawn 
up as soon as possible. It has been down to about two or three months in a couple of cases, from 
the time they applied until they made their first mortgage payment. In other cases, it has taken a 
long thing.

MR. GARGAN: My final question is with regard to, I guess, power over the associations. In Fort
Simpson we met there and the following day a decision was made by the housing manager to allocate 
three HAP houses, or RAP houses -- rural and remote. Anyway in this Instance the housing manager 
got a house and he has been there a year. I believe two single mothers got the other two houses.

MR. DAVE MORGAN: This is a mortgage program we are talking about now. This isn't HAP or any grant
program. Those houses are going to cost $95,000. Somebody has to sign and mortgage and pay back
payments for 25 years. We had 11 applicants on the program, and any loan program they have to 
qualify for payments, the manager qualified under the program, along with two other people and they 
got the house.

M R S .  L A W R E N C E :  W e l l  it w a s  b r o u g h t  t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  1n t h o s e  s a m e  a r e a s  y o u  b r o u g h t  up.
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MR. GARGAN: One other problem too was that there was no consultation with the band.

MR. DAVE MORGAN: The band has nothing to do with R and R houses. The Housing Corporation are
building the houses and selling them under this housing program. The assoclatln has nothing to do 
with It either. I am the one dealing with the problem In the end because I am the one that made 
the decision for the houses. But the band were Involved In that they knew were were coming In for 
Interviews and they could have sent their members there but they did not.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): On the sale of northern rentals. Tern, 1s land the problem fm Uie length 
of time it takes to make the transaction.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: Yes, land Is definitely the problem.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCAllum): From what I can understand there has been very few of the northern rental
houses sold In Hay River. Why?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: First of all, we have sold two and are In the process of selling another unit,
because of the situation we are having with land right now. 1 have asked all the associations and 
authorities to put the program on hold until somebody from head office comes down and meets with me 
and tries to straighten out the applications we have now. To try to get them on the go. Hay River 
is the same as any other community, the problem Is land. I heard now from the association that 
there are some people interested and will be applying as soon as we get what we have now, 
straightened out.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You have difficulty getting somebody from headquarters down to talk to
you?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: No. What happened is, like I said, at one time we were dealing ourselves and
then to head office for them to do the land, lawyers and everything for us. On April Ists the onus
is being put on us, so some of the applications that were being tied up because land and whatnot, 
we have just made arrangements to have somebody from head office come down at the end of this
months to try and straighten everything out. There is no problem getting them down, it was just
that this was the best time to do it.

MRS. LAWRENCE: Dave Morgan, I have difficulty accepting your comment, in saying that "The know I
am coming, they should have been there". There is eight of us coming here and nobody showed up and 
we are in the centre here where there is phones, radios, we have access to everything. In a small
community you do not have that kind of communication and maybe that is one of the reasons that
houses are given to people that shouldn’t have them and there is really eternal fighting over 
that. It is easy for you to sit there and say that. I could have said the same thing tonight. 
There was seven of us here last night, four of us today. It is that sort of attitude -- I am going
to have trouble accepting that because it is not helping the people at the community level. We saw
results of that.

MR. DAVE MORGAN: Call it lack of communication because I disagree because I think communication in
the smaller communities is much better in the larger centres.

MRS. LAWRENCE: That is not what happened last night.

MR. DAVE MORGAN: I said smaller communities, like Simpson or Res. What we did before we went into 
those communities about those three houses is, we wrote and called the band office. We also wrote 
and called the Metis Association. We also put up posters in The Bay, bank and the post office 
before we went in there. Now two band members, one who works in the band, applied for the program, 
so obviously somebody knew about it. As far as I am concerned, word of mouth in a small community 
gets around very, very quickly, because a lot of people came in and talked to us but they did not 
qualify for the program, either their income levels were too low or their credit rating was bad, 
this type of thing. This is a different type of program than all the rest of them, you have to pay 
it back, this is a mortgage program and it is CMHC funded, we deliver it for them.

MRS. LAWRENCE: That CMHC program that you delivered in some of the communities, Is that the one
they are having problems with and they are getting threatened notices on?

MR. DAVE MORGAN: No, you are talking about RAP, the rural and remote program.

C H A I R M A N  ( M r .  M c C a l l u m ) :  H o w  m a n y  a p p l i c a t i o n s  d o  y o u  h a v e  f o r  t h e  R  a n d  R p r o g r a m ?
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Нк. üAVt MUKtiAN: Ие have 41 now.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): How many R and Rs are you building.

MR. OAVE MORGAN: We are building three In Simpson this year, spec. We hope next year to build 
three here 1n Hay River. We have 41 clients 1n the district.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You are only building three In the district this year.

MRS. LAWRENCE: What Is your legal fee on giving notice for court notice? Does It amount to a
lot. I know I spoke to a lawyer a couple of months ago and It cost me $200. Legal fees to write
letters, getting after the people to collect fees and whatnot?

MR. DAVE MORGAN: That 1s not our legal fee, 1f the association wants to do legal work with a
lawyer to collect money, they have to do It out of their own budget.

MRS. LAWRENCE: So 1t Is the association. My next question 1s, getting back to this question of
single people living 1n a three bedroom house, maybe you are aware of this guy, h1s name Is Doug
W1mp here In town, apparently he Is living In a three bedroom house, he Is working on the highway,
so obviously he is working for the government, and at the time he got In the house he had a wife
but I guess she has since left. Anyway, Is there any way the district office could look Into
situations like that. It does not seem right and I think people have a good reason to complain.
Also 1t was brought to our attention too that there are people going out and getting a couple of 
kids so that they can get a house, and then they let them go. This was brought to our attention. 
Could you comment on It.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: In that one case I don't think that guy 1s grossly over-housed, he lives in a
two bedroom and he has a daughter.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I understand that the daughter and the mother left town and he Is all alone 1n that
house.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: H1s daughter lives with him, although she may have left recently, but she
definitely did not go with the mother.

MR. BALLANTYNE: We understand that the district office does not make the polices, you live with
the policies set down. We will be talking to headquarters in October. That is our responsibility, 
not yours, to change those policies if they are not effective. So I think 1t Is just that you are 
readily accessible -- but I wonder, we are a little pressed for time and I don't think that you,
Tom, finished your presentation, we just got down to the HAP and SSHAG programs. Do you nave
something more you would like to say?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: I did three, the NTRPP, the SSHAG and the HAP program. As far as the programs
go the housing association programs and the R and R program are run by Dave. So as soon as I make 
a comment, I would like to turn 1t over to Dave.

My experience with the Housing Corporation 1n the past seven years 1s that I find that the 
corporation has a lot of Individuals that go Into the field and do an excellent job and people do 
not say anything about that. Never, you never hear them say somebody did a good job. So I hope 
that when you go to the Legislative Assembly with your presentation that it Is not going to be only
negative. Because that is all you are going to hear 1s negative things. When a guy gets a brand
new house, he moves h1s family 1n and he shuts his mouth and that is what is being happening. So 
you are going to hear only from the people who are not satisfied yet. But we are working here and
are paid to do a job and we are paid to go into those communities and try to satisfy the needs of
the community. I think as far as the district office goes, we are making an effort to satisfy
those needs but it is an ongoing thing. Like everything else.

So I hope that presentation is only negative because that is the impression we get now. So I hope
that Isn't somet mg that is going to carry on. If it does, it does. We are here doing our job
and that is all we can do. There is a lot of outside interference in our job. Sometimes we make 
decision and they are overturned and we have to work under those conditions. And not only that,
when we get something like this, where only negative aspects of all thr programs are brought 
forward, then we are not getting nowhere. I think it should be brought to a point where the 
corporation has done a lot of good in all the districts, a tremendous amount of good. A satisfied 
person has nothing to say, so you never hear that.
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MR. BALLANTYNE: Obviously when we are going around the communities, and what you are hearing on
news right „On, OHU yuu are hearing the bad things, and 1 think we all know that obviously the 

Housing Corporation has done a lot of good things. And In no way are we looking for scapeqoats. I 
know I have publicly stated, and I know the chairman has, and I think all of us have, that In order 
to make this situation better, we have to work together on this. You don't hear our positive 
statements from the press either. This Is not good press. I just wanted you to know this too, 
tnat we are not doing this In a negative way and In order for this to work we need your Ideas mid 
your co-operation. I have heard good things about what you are doing here, by the way, so It Is 
going to have to be a combined effort to Improve the whole situation.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I just want to say, we have no control over the press. They travel with us 1n many 
cases. Like last night CBC was not with us, but your local reporters for the papers were here. We 
have no control over the CBC. Everytlme the Interview me, I have to make sure they quote 
everything I have said otherwise, forget It.

MR. DAVE MORGAN: I will make a few comments on the rural and remote mortgage program In our
district. As of today, from 1979 we now have 42 clients In this mortgage program In our district. 
The mortgage program 1s a CMHC program which we deliver. It Is geared to lowere Income families wh 

0bt?,n /\ nanc*al assltance from other agencies, such as banks, agencies, trust companies, 
and CMHC direct loans. We do expect these people when the move Into these houses to make their 
payments plus pay all utilities and maintain the units. We do check these people out, under credit 
rating and everything else. It Is a loan, same as you go to the bank, so we have to check these 
people out.

As I mentioned before, we are building three spec units In Fort Simpson this year. Last year we 
built three In Fort Smith and next summer we are hoping to build three In Hay River. Under this 
program we also buy existing houses 1n usually Fort Smith or Hay River, and put them under this 
program for people.

The payments are based on 25 per cent of the persons monthly income. An example would be If a 
♦ innn11 Were buy n9 a ^ouse worth $80,000, 1f the mortgage payment at 13.5 per cent, say It would be
$1000 a month, the person would only be paying $500 out of his own pocket, the other half would
be subsidized by ourselves and CMHC. The person 1s responsible for Insuring the unit and 
maintaining it. The mortgage 1s on a five year term, amortized over 25 years. It Is a completely 
wide open mortgage where a person can make extra payments at any time, without penalty.

I think one of the biggest problems that we have up here Is that this Is the only mortgage program
that we have. We tell ourselves that we are supposed to be a great home-ownership district and we 
are gearing toward home-ownership, and this program Is not really ours, It Is a CMHC program. We 
need more home-ownership programs. I won't use Alberta as an example, but I know they have between 
20 and 30 home-ownership programs down there, compared to our one and HAP, which really Isn't a 
home-ownership program. J

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCalum): What would you suggest.

MR. DAVE MORGAN: Well we had thought of a couple of other programs and one was for people who were 
already starting to build a house and all of a sudden ran out of money and no place to go for 

ĩh *cnnnks jOU*\drn v e ,, ^  to tfiem ”  we thought we could help the person with anywhere 
Detween a $5000 and $15,000. Repayment from anywhere between five and 15 years. We would have 
control of funds, our Inspectors would look at the house to see what had to be done, make the 11st 
up and make sure It was completed. And it would be a mortgage at a reasonable.

get the money?CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): Where would you

MR. DAVE MORGAN: Well hopefully from the territorial government.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Would you suggest an Interest rate?

MR. DAVE MORGAN: Yes, 10 per cent. Our northern territorial program 1s 10 per cent. Somebody
mortgage3 northern territoria1 unit now gets a mortgage of 10 per cent which Is a wide open

I L ? ° UldT bl niCue t0 h!ve °Lther mort9age programs apart from CMHC, but again it Involves a lot of 
we do’not have It^** f°r the pe0p e in the 180,000 ran9e* 1t invo1ves a lot of money and obviously
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CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCaUum): Would you see the local district run that?

MR. DAVE MORGAN: Yes.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn) Any other comments.

MR. DAVE MORGAN: We could throw out a little more of the housing associations, housing
authorities. AS you know, each housing association or authority that has a board has signed a 
management agreement with the Housing Corporation, they also have their own by-laws that they must 
follow. We consider ourselves pretty lucky down here because we have some pretty good managers and 
some good boards too. In Hay River, Glen Williams Is our manager and has been about six years 1n 
the Job. His assistant has been 1n there four or five years. In Fort Res, Joyce Beaulieu has been 
our manager for eight years, her .assistant has been there about two years. In Fort Smith, our 
manager has been there for two years plus. Fort Simpson and Fort Providence, both managers have 
been there for a year and three months. We consider that all five managers are excellent and doing 
an excellent job.

In the rent collection phase, I will just give you an example for the year-to-date 1n each
community: Fort Resolution, 155 per cent; Fort Simpson, 97 per cent; Fort Smith, 103 per cent;
Fort Providence, 92 per cent; and Hay River 97 per cent.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCall urn): How do you people feel about a secretary manager being chairman of an
authority? Isn't there a conflict?

MR. DAVE MORGAN: Well I do not like It. There 1s a conflict. It 1s unique here. They report to 
us, he is a paid employee.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Eliza mentioned It, we are here and we are going to have to be above
board -- but I do not understand that. I don't understand the other members of that board allowing
that. I don't understand how a board of director of the Housing Corporation can be a member of the
local housing authority and be a very prominent town councillor. I just say that to you because
you people are Involved with it. I don't understand Steve Brooks, I thought he would be a little
more on the line and I would say that to him too. But we are here dealing with that here and this 
1s a real situation. I understand full well that the local authority Is a very successful one. I 
personally think that sometimes they lose sight with what they are doing. They have a good record 
and good management practice and everything else, and they have a good record, but we are 1n social 
housing, 1t may be unfair for you to comment but Tom you are 1n the position...

MR. DAVE MORGAN: I will comment on it. Two and one half to three years ago when Tom and I were
first 1n here, we knew this was happening in this authority and we tried to do something about It. 
We took 1t to our district manager then. He tried to do something about it and we were told “hands 
off". So we left it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): You wouldn't want to elaborate on that?

MR. DAVE MORGAN: That's what we were told from the corporation. I know it Is CMHC practice.
Steve Brooks cannot be a councillor and be on the board In Yellowknife and everything else. That 
is a policy CMHC set down.

MRS. LAWRENCE: It was brought to our attention last night that housing problems should not be a
little political game, you people have nothing to do with this, but I just want to make a comment 
for the record. On the town council we have Steve Brooks, on the housing authority we have Steve 
Brooks, on the Housing Corporation we have Steve Brooks. If that Is not a conflict, I don't know 
what the hell is.

MR. DAVE MORGAN: We agree with you. We couldn't do anything about 1t.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): That is Steve Brooks' problem, but I raise the other one because the
secretary manager I think is a real blatant one. It Is mind boggling. If 1t were to ocdr In Fort 
Smith that Karen were to become chairman of that board, I would raise holy hell as a local MLA. 
That may be political Interference but I am going to get the God damn crap as the MLA. Were you 
told about Glen Williams "hands off" too?

MR. DAVE MORGAN: Yes.
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W .  BALLANTYNE: The whole area of housing associations and authorities, one of the consistent 
comments that we got from every community, especially from the small ones, Is that they have to do 
the Jobs for the corporation. They have to collect rent, they have to notify people about 
Increases In rent and they have to notify people of eviction notices. They do not have enough 
money to do their job properly, their maintenance budget Is Inadequate. On the other side they 
have very little power to have Input Into the design and allocation of houses. They are very 
frustrated and I am amazed that people stay on these associations some time, because obviously a 
lot of political pressure is put on them. What do you see as a role of an association, how should 
It evolve or should 1t be done 1n a different way? Should an association per se, made up of 
tenants only outlived Its usefulness? What 1s your feeling on that?

MR. DAVE MORGAN: A good example of tenant associations Is 1n Fort Simpson and Fort Res 1n our 
district because we can't come up with boards there because we can't get enough people who do not 
have rental arrears which of course 1s a by-law, you have to be up-to-date on your rent to be on 
the board and we have had difficulty getting a full board 1n those places. I agree that the 
secretary manager Is probably the toughest job 1n this whole bloody thing, they get a lot of flack 
at the community level. We try to back them up. The board In Smith I think Is very, very good. 
They do back their manager up. They will sign a letter of eviction, they will go and knock on the 
door 1f they have to and we don't have that In a lot of places.

The association, I think It Is stil okay, but the problem 1s getting tenants on the board who are 
willing to do these things. They sign a management agreement which of course they get a big long 
document that they don't understand, they see a set of by-laws that thick, that they do not 
understand. We try to go In and help them but that can be very tough. If you have a good board In 
the community who 1s willing to work with the manager and do some of the dirty things too, I think 
1t could work.

MR. BALLANTYNE: We will have to look at this whole area of associations. The point has been 
brought forward that associations made up only of tenants 1s perhaps not the best organization to 
make decisions concerning housing affecting the whole community. Very seldon 1n other places do 
you see a tenants association that actually has a mangement function at the same time. That seems 
to me to be an Inherited conflict.

MR. DAVE MORGAN: Yes. But again you are looking at tenants just dealing with our housing. 
Thirty-one units In Res, 79 in Providence and maybe 40 some In Simpson. We have not any new public 
housing in our district for about five years and since we are designated a home-ownership community 
1t 1s doubtful we will be getting more public housing down here>for a while, If we do. So we are 
not talking about going up In units as such, getting more units to manage. The authorities where 
the people are appointed, In Smith we tried to do It both ways, half and half, having four people 
appointed and four people elected. It turned out that not enough tenants showed up to have the 
four people elected so we had to go back to an authority again and have them all appointed. So 
that 1s another problem. On the authority you are going to have people who will be appointed but 
again, as you said, Hay River 1s a bad example because there Is a lot of conflict of interest on 
the board, who gets appointed and who has the final say and signs the bottom line. We do not sign 
the bottom line.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): I personally see nothing wrong with having somebody from the local 
municipal council on a housing authority either. But I sure as hell have trouble accepting the 
fact that the housing authority hires somebody to be their number one administrator and then that 
person becomes the chairman of the authority. It would be the same thing here, we hire Penny for 
It and Penny 1s going to be the chairman of this group, there is no way.

MR. DAVE MORGAN: We agree with you, but we have to live with it.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Anyway, look 1t is 1:00 o'clock.

MR. BALLANTYNE: Just one question? One of the concerns we have heard is that because of the 
bureaucracy in any government Institution including the corporation, that somebody in the community 
has to go to the district office and your hands are tied a lot and you have to go to headquarters 
and it takes some time to get back and forth. What would you do to Improve the effectiveness of 
the district office, what powers would you like to see decentralized to the district office?
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frø. TOM BEAULIEU: I think some of that has already begun to happen. We have a control of our
home-ownership budget, we have the final expenditure, the district managers' signing expenditure 
has gone up to $50,000 and so on. We are qalnlnq that control. This 1? actually the first year. 
As the years go on, even with what we have now, it will continue to Improve. We now have full 
control of the HAP, SCHRP and NTRPP programs. I guess you are referring mostly to the 
home-ownership programs?

MR. BALLANTYNE: No, I understood the areas you do have control In. Are there any other areas that 
you do not that you would like more control over?

MR. DAVE MORGAN: I would like to have some of our own mortgage programs, Instead of going through
our head office. You see 1n this R & R program we have to get approval from head office.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): How many people do you have on staff?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: Six.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): How many communities?

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: Well, counting all our remote communities, we have 13.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Some of which we do very little or nothing, like Enterprise. And also
Kaklsa.

CHAIRMAN (Mr. McCallum): Well, look there are planes to catch. You may very well have other
comments you would like to make but I would just like to thank you for being here. If you have
other comments you would like us to receive, we would be more than appreciative to receive them In 
a written communication. What you have said to us is between us and being open about It. We have 
Indicated to other people that we are not trying to go back to the corporation and tell them they 
have a bad bunch of guys down there and we are dissatisfied with the situation. Just to comment on 
the comment you made, Tom, any kind of news media will only print 1t because that 1s the way of 
life. Nobody promised you a rose garden. That is the nature of the game. We are not going to 
have any memorial built to us either. There are times that somebody needs a pat on the ass to keep 
going, even if you are a small "L" Liberal or a large "L" Liberal, It Is not very often you get a 
pat on the back for what one does. We are not going to do 1t either. The thing 1s, we are not 
here to highlight the negative things. What we are here for Is to try to ascertain the credibility 
of a lot of things that we have heard, because nobody is going to come back. As you said if people 
are satisfied with something, what the hell Is there to complain about? But complaining about 
things Is a way of life 1n today's society.

I do not want to go away leaving you thinking that we are trying to jeopardize or go against what 
you people are doing. I know full well what goes on and has gone on for some time. Whether 1t 
comes out negative or not, we are not satisfied with the way that the corporation is working, you 
are not satisfied with the way the corporation Is working. There are good and bad things about 
everything and that Is the nature of the position and the job that you have, the same as we do. 
Some days I feel like a priest at confession because all we are hearing are the terrible things 
that go on. That 1s part of the territory. Sometimes It Is difficult and other times you know 
that you can refute some of the allegations that are being made. We intend to do that too.

MRS. LAWRENCE: I have just one comment. I would like to thank you. Of all the district meetings
we have had up to date, I think I enjoyed yours much more. As far as the press goes, they wanted 
to be here this morning and we said no, so that is why they are not here. I want to thank all 
three of you for coming, and I am sorry you guys could not come to our meeting last night, 1t would 
of been nice. Mahsi cho.

MR. TOM BEAULIEU: We were not sure about that meeting anyway.

MRS. LAWRENCE: It was open.

— ADJOURNMENT




