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LA COMMISSION ROYALE SUR LES PHOQUES ET 
L'INDUSTRIE DE LA CHASSE AU PHOQUE 

AU CANADA

Palais de Justice, Room 9.80, 1 Notre-Dame St. East 
Montreal, Quebec ' H2Y 1B6 

(514) 283-4557

In accordance with the mandate received from the Government 
of Canada, this Commission will examine all the aspects of 
seals and sealing including the social, cultural, ethical, 
legal, scientific and economic implications, research 
management, and international comparisons.

The Commission intends to obtain the information necessary /to- 
fulfil its mandate by searching for existing material, carrying 
out research work, inviting the public to submit briefs, and 
finally by holding public hearings to examine briefs or hear 
oral testimony.

The initial hearings will take place in Montreal, commencing 
9:30 a.m., Tuesday, January 22, 1985, in Room 5.15 at the 
above address. Further hearings, if necessary, will take 
place in Montreal, elsewhere in Canada and abroad.

Although the hearings are only scheduled to take place at the 
end of January, 1985, we would appreciate knowing, prior to 
November 20, 1984, whether it is your intention to submit a 
brief and appear before the Commission. Kindly communicate 
your decision to the Secretary of the Commission, Mrs. L.A. 
Monaghan, in order to receive the Statement of Policy and 
Procedure which sets out the procedure which the Commission 
will follow during the hearings and gives you all the information 
reguired for the preparation of your brief.

Your early response will enable us to decide when and where the 
hearings will take place and assist us in the overall planning 
of the work of the Commission.

We look forward to hearing 

Albert H. Ma low
Chairman

from you.

N.vB• The Commission will only occupy its permanent offices at 
the above address on November Ï2, 1984. Until that time, 
kindly address all correspondence to Room 17.25 at the 
same address and your calls to (514) 873-3927.

October 12, 1984
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A Commission of Inquiry
i s  being ro u stitu ted  under P a rt 1  o f  the In q u irie s  Act to
I n vestig ate  and make recominenda14дд5-_од-аЛ,1-адресts  . o f  seaJL 
resource management ana se a lin g  in  Canada, and e s p e c ia l ly  on 
the economic v i a b i l i t y  o f the se a l in d u stry  and, w ithout lim itin g  
th e g e n e ra lity  of the fo rego in g, the 'Commission s h a l l  in q u ire  in to  
and report on:

(a) the s o c ia l  and c u ltu r a l impact and economic b e n e fits  and- 
c o sts , in clud in g reg u lato ry  c o s t s ;4 o f  se a lin g  in  Canada;

(b) the e th ic a l  con sid eration s re le v a n t to the h a rve stin g  o f ’ 
s e a ls ;

- i
(c) the s ta tu s  o f  Canadian se a l stocks and m easures cu rre n tly

in fo r c e  in Canada to  con serve, manage, p r o te c t  and re g u la te  
the h a rv e stin g  o f s e a ls , in cludin g the adequacy o f such, “ • â 
measures; ~ ‘ .

(d) the in te ra c tio n s  between se a ls  and com m ercially exp lo ited  
f is h  populations th a t may a f f e c t  food su p p lie s or 
con trib u te to  p a ra site  tran sm issio n ;

(e) the in te r a c tio n  between s e a l populations and commercial 
f is h e r i e s ,  in clu d in g , in te r  a l i a ,  com petition between 
se a ls  and fishermen fo r  f is h  sto c k s; in te r fe r e n c e  in  
fis h in g  a c t iv i t y  by s e a ls ,  in clu d in g  damage to  f is h in g  
gear and catch es; and the e f f e c t s  and r e la te d  economic 
co sts on the q u a lity  of f is h  catch es caused by tra n s
m ission o f paurasites by s e a ls ;

«
( f ) the p r in c ip le s  n ecessary to manage s e a l  sto ck s fo r  conservation  

purposes, including app ropriate c u ll  l e v e l ? ,  so as -to ensure v . 
the con tin uin g abundance and health o f  s e a l  sto ck s and . to 
minimize adverse in te ra c tio n s  between s e a ls  and Canadian 
fish in g  resources and o p e ratio n s;

(g) the methods fo r  h arve stin g  s e a ls  com m ercially and t h e ir  
s u it a b i l i t y ;

(h) the domestic and in te rn a tio n a l o p p o rtu n itie s  f o r  and c o n stra in ts  
on the pro cessin g and marketing o f Canadian s e a l  products;

the a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a lte r n a tiv e  sources o f# income and opportu
n it ie s  f o r  adjustment fo r  in d iv id u a ls  and communities 
c u rre n tly  dependent on the s e a l  h a rv e st;

( i )



2 чгУ

•<á)

(Je)

( 1 )

the concerns of in d ivid uals and groups with a d ir e c t  
in d ire ct or declared in te re st  in  sealin o in Canada, 
an* assessment of such in te r e s ts ; including

the public awareness and attitu d es in  Canada and abroad on 
f r ^ POUf is L ? ? d, a c t iv i t ie s  in Canada and the extent 
nf oínimh^SyCî  a t t } J udes could constrain future re v ita liz a tio n
i n f í ^ o CÍaÍ  8eî í i ? ? í  ° r  adversely af f e c t  other commercial ' in te re sts  and a c t i v i t i e s ,  and recommend approaches fo r  
removing those co n stra in ts;

the in tern atio n al comparisons, as appropriate, fo r the 
preceding elements? and

(m) the p o ssib le  new in tern atio n al i n i t i a t i v e s  fo r  managing 
a c t i v i t i e s e a l resources' for harvesting se a ls  and fo r  related
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Albert H. Malouf 
Ak P O C 4 c
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Montreal, Quebec H2Y 1B6 t>icjPj*crc ( 5 1 4 )  873 - 3 9 2 7 .

<bDAfl 12, 1984



*

V ^ S 'S V  ЛсгГКГ SY'C

w s 4  «A'V^íV ^ bPb CiVL>c «A^V'o-t^ Гь ^ с L<rl/^<íb ДсЧ^с Э<ь 
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?a>^c-t>?nrfc j j r c o-'p* S V  r^ < q j< rç L 'ic  <l L j  W b С>Ы< j '  V  а?П -
V b<bc-<1» L ’tC ;

( e )  CLb d<b L c -jn f*  o-V a c ^ j  ü ^ l ^ C X h  Db j  Ёа»>И>?ПГЧ>аг,<Р,эПь ,
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t>bi< j V  C' о-а^Ч'с ac P« o-^Do-h ;

( f  ) L c U *  J Q-C a-h Ь1_Гк ^P fU rX b Dc ac P j^ C A c L lr *  Пс Лг< J c Ak «dfÎVOe , 
â ' - L l r ' í » ^  > W n H > < b jH b , CLb d< ac »̂c <1Гr,<r’Tc áL 1_ЬгТЯ>соПь 
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1_с-1Дс Гк1хос ас Р'кР>'<г>< Ьа.СГ <l Lj  W k <T:P<bC>r<Paa <;^'L'L  
ас Pc fier Х к Э'к Ьо.СГ P><rbSen*.oe , <l Lj  W k Дк A r V W C 'L ÍC  «РГе • 
fa>!^r>?nW rJ<l,b<b Dc a^c <ИГо-к <J4_o л 'Ч ^ П О Р И Р ^  о-Ч W b 
<1'кРк С>1Р<ЗРПГ^‘ аЧ ^кС,Г‘ «гь ;

( l )  Pc.' ^<3c-llrj  CL®1 a W  <y fk('1T*o-V <y r'-f ' а'Ь^ПГ' L'Lb j  ЛГ<РПГЬ'>а^кЭлс 
<1L Lj

(m) Рс.'^«Ы 1Г jbC P ЛГ<?С>1^'ьЭ'Ь' <г<Ьс Ь1_ГИ>С P«'da оГс ЬаСГ a c ïc , 
a c V O ^ O Y '* аЛГ j  Гь o .


