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Minister
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Mr. John H. Parker,
Commissioner,
Northwest Territories,
Yellovitoiife,
N.W.T.,
X1A 219.
Dear Mr. Parker:

Rb : Service Road For Arctic Bay

Wfe have received a request from the Deputy Mayor o f the Arctic Bay 
hamlet, Philip Qamanirq, for a lav standard road from Arctic Bay 
to Victor Bay.

: understand, the same request has been made several times Ьегсг'; tt 
the 3NWT but was rejected because of other priorities.

I was informed that the rationale for this road is to provide access 
to the soapstone deposit the community is using and to make i t  easier 
to transport the results of Inuit hunts in Victor Bay over the h ill 
to Arctic Bay.

Ri npp our new roads policy provides for the construction of oomunity 
access roads, I  would be prepared to participate in the funding for 
the construction of this road.

I t  'may well be that the road could be constructed by the Hamlet Council, 
thus creating work in the camtunity and possibly reducing the construc
tion costs. r.fe may also try to  involve the Nanisivik mine, i .e . ,  by 
providing seme equipment.

I f  you agree to pursue this issue, would you please contact G.N. Faulkner, 
АШ, Northern Affairs Program, to work out the details.

Yours sincerely,
OftiaiNAl SIGNED BY 

ORIGINAL 3 I0 N Í  PAR

JOHN C. MUNRO

John C. Munro

c.c. Mr. Philip Qamanirq



REASONS FOR VICTOR BAY ROAD

1. A rc t ic  Bay breaks up at le a s t two weeks p r io r  to that in 
V ic to r  Bay. Hunters b rin g in g supplies mainly in the form o f 
Muktuk, at that time o f year, must land a t V ic to r  Bay then 
haul th e ir  supplies overland to A rc t ic  Bay. As there is no 
road th is  task is  extrem ely d i f f i c u l t .

2. V ic to r  Bay is  a fa v o r ite  camping ground both during the time 
ic e  is  s t i l l  in the bay and during summer. In order to 
tra v e l there people run th e ir  ski-doo ovedand plus three 

wheeled a l l  te rra in  v eh ic les  . The resu lts  have been ugly 
scars on the surface o f  the land l e f t  by these v eh ic le s .

3. En route to  V ic tor Bay v ia  the western proposed route th ere  
ex ists  a stone quarry where the carvers o f  A rc t ic  Bay gather 
th e ir  stone. Apart from carry ing  i t  in small loads on th e ir  
backs the only other method o f e x tra c tin g  the va luab le stone 
is  during w in ter by sk i-doo. A road would f a c i l i t a t e  th is  
op e ra tion .

4. In order to  get to V ic to r  Bay by water one must tra v e l over 

43 kilom etres whereas the land rouie w i l l  be 4 k ilom etres.

5. There are many good grave l and sand s it e s  on the V ic to r Bay 

s id e  near where the proposed road runs. This could be made 
a year round source o f sand or g r a v e l .

6. Hunters o ften  cache food on the V ic to r  Bay area .

7 . A rc t ic  Bay w i l l  be cc/jstructing a processing p lan t fo r  country 
food  in 1985. Since much o f  the mucktuk is brought from 
V ic to r  Bay a road would prove a l l  the more valuable - in  th is  
case to the commerce and economy o f A rc t ic  Bay.

8. A rc t ic  Bay intends to expand i t s  toursim industry. /) road 
to  V ic to r Bay w i l l  be an added attractif/? fo r  these people 
who do not wish to walk overland as w e ll as to those tou ris ts  
who would l ik e  to p icn ic  away from the Community.
During the Summer months A rc t ic  Bay is  qu ite  windy. V ic to r 
Bay however does not experience these cond itions which makes 
i t  a more a t tra c t iv e  p lace to  v i s i t .



16 December 1983

The Honourable John C. Munro, P .C ., M .P., 
M in ister o f  Indian and Northern A ffa ir s ,
Les Terrasses de la  Chaudière,
Ottawa, Ontario.
Kl A OH4

Dear Mr. Munro:

Service Road for A rctic  Bav

c .c . Assistant Deputy M in ister, Northern A ffa irs  
Deputy Minister o f  Public Works

1ПТОГЛННОП iney can on th is SUb.lect and to  Ьр  тчми>ш<

Yours s in c e r e ly ,

John H. Parker, 
Commissioner,
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