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Dear John:

Re: Inquest into the death of Philip MODESTE

On the 6th of February, 1985 | attended an inquest into the death

of Philip Modeste who drowned as a result of a boating accident on
Great Bear Lake. Philip Modeste was working as a guide for the Great
Bear Lake Lodge at the time he met his death. He was one of a number
of guides who were weather bound on a point with a number of fourists
for a period of several hours overnight last summer. Some of the
guides agreed unwisely to take tourists back to the lodge before

the wind had died down sufficiently for the lake to become calmer.

In addition to its findings on the cause of death, the Coroner's

jury made five recommendations which are attached to the inquisition
from the Jury. The recommendations are good ones. They address

the question of certification of fishing guides and minimum ages

for fishing guides. Both of these could be written into the Territorial
Regulations. At present, the Commissioner and Executive have chosen
not to write any tourist guide regulations. There was also a question
about the condition of some of the safety equipment, notably floater
cushions and life jackets and the jury recommended that a government
agency which could by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police carry out

an annual inspection before the beginning of each season to check
out equipment. The jury also recommended wearing of approved life
jackets, not just carrying them in the boat.

It would be appropriate before the beginning of the 1985 sport fishing
season to raise these matters in the Legislative Assembly of the

Northwest Territories with a view to having regulations drafted and

perhaps passed at the May session which might implement the recomrendations
(or some of them) made by the Coroner's jury.



As you can see, the jury members were all iocal people trom tort
Franklin. All of them seemed wel! acquainted with the lake and its
potential dangers.

For iurther detalls about the concerns of Fort Franklin people, and
particularly the Modeste family, may | suggest that you contact Jane

Modeste who can relay her parents' concerns to you. At present |
believe they are out at their camp in the bush.

Yours very truly,

JUB:nc
Encl.
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e undersigned and

T (Name of Jurymen, if applicable)
being duly sworn and charged to inquire for the Commissioner when, where

how and by what means the said 'P\n\\ P HMODES T
came to his thex) death, do upon their oath say:

L4

In witness wherenf, the coroner has hereunto set his hand (and, the jurymen

have hereunto set their hands), this é . day of
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