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Larry Aud!-"k: “l gel annoyed whem ... Canadians think of this place as a no-man's land”.

. k(l.. . s . i [
T By W 'AM MARSOEN m/ alter Audla crouches low behind - Behind Audla Is Barrow Strait,’ . L
o of_Tip Gazalle - ""his Honda threc-wheeler. His rifle were the U.S. iccbreaker Polar Sea .

. rests against the seat, pointing down a ¢d one-rmonth earlier wilhout-Cay-
- RESOLUTS. DAY, BIGH ARCTIC ~ - shatluw gravel gully toward the figure han consent, spirking renewed po-
On the shores uf Resolule Day, beyond | of a man outlined in black against a litical cries to protect Canada's so--,
u graveyard cf fusting suowmobiléy, - white target. g vereignty. Now, the red and white;;
; o Caradian Iccbreaker Sir Joho A. Mac-
i Tyt donald rests at anchor. . - i

‘Audla, braclug against a sub-zern -
wind sweeping inland off tho North.' -
west Passage, aims, fires and bits thg -1 v
target figure squarely in the chest. |
. He's getting reatly for the enemy. * . |
1n bis unlform, a scarlet baseball .

cap and armband, Audla stands on

guard for thee. Should the Red Army .

suddenly dash over the ice packs, he
‘and his men — a milllary reserve unit

of 15 Inuit called the Rangers — would -
. probably fire the first shots in anger, If

r’ .

. (306 THE NORTH, Page A4) ° -
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Inuit have transformed
High Arctic from

'frontuer into

(Oomlmnd trom Page A-1)

the world wasn't already nuked.
Outfitted with 303 bolt-actlon
Enfleld Second World War rifles
ané 300 zounds of ammunition a
Y are Carida’s only perma-
zn( military preseace In the ligh
And that preaence haa recently
1aken on a pew meaning here, where
Interest In the Bangers soems to rise
and fall Acconiln; 10 the latest US.
lMp going through the Northnest

When the oll Lapker Manhaltan
went through the passage In 1859,
lunrt pluult ml seactivated by

tional defence.

'I"M Polar Su hn Initiated a new
n-ny of recrulting and training ses-
slona. At Resolute Bpy, for instance,
four new recruits were enrolled last
month,

Casual group

Audla, 17 Is lerfunl of the Reso-
Tute Bl casual group
n( Inul ltl led in Arctic survival

homeland’

and carelessness of the Arctic and its

e.
""f et very annoyed when I think
that Canadians think of this place as
a no-tan's land,” says Larry Audls-
Juk, deputy lire chief for Gnn Fiord,
a tiny settlement of 105 people on
the soutbern end of Ellesmere Island
- most of which essentially is a no-

mnu hnd TR,
ere s ago
and un{ll this P ar Sea (m hap-

pens It’'s slmost s if they forgot lhey
pu( lll ug here.”
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Rabbits nibbls food above Cominco's Polaris Mino on Little Comwalli.. i.land. Minur.

know that untll
IIH. C‘Mdhn Inuit did not live in

the Ill Arctic. The only residests
were statloncd at an air force
base Al Resolute Bay (established In

1947 and since closed) and several
RCMP “flag stations™ (with ]
comuhln ired from Grunlmﬂ)

non orﬁreenhnd Tauit cruulu
Smith Sound to hunt on Ellesmere

nd,
In 1953, fearful of losing Arctic so-
wvereignly, the federal government
asked Inuit families (nm Port Har-

whoso job is to report ll(nuun of rison in northern Quebec to move I+
:nbmarlna and strange alr 800 kilometres north to Henlu“

‘The Rangers would act as a nmd Bay and rhe Fiord. Six familics vo-
ern version of the Indlan scout Il the  lunteerad

regular -my ever had to fight an
Am.ln cnmpa gn.

lorces perlodi-
Clll{ condnct mlnuuvrel in the
Arcllc. But Canada’s permanent
armed force In Lhe vast Arctic archi-
pelago, with its million square kilo-
melres of land and sea, is just two
tiny Ranger uni{s of about 15 men
each, one in Resolute Bay and the
other 383 kilomelres northeast in
Grlne Fiord, the nallon’s Lwo most

{ communlties.

“The Intent Is to provide a mill.
lary presence In the Arctic,” Brig.
Gen. Mark Dodd, commander of the
Arclic Rangers, says from bis base
in Yellowknife.

“We have to do our part,” Audla
ny:, veﬁc serlously. “But it bas its

and bad pan. Inutt don't
hke Iulllnx people”

The Rangers don't actually patrol
23 8 group. They simply go about
their normal fives of hunting and
fishing and working around the set-
llemm\. i lhey see & submarine, for

re expected to neon

m sighting tn beadquarters In Yel-

lowhcue. which would then dispalch
& reconnaisance aircraft.

notinblo wespon

At 8 recent session with the Reso-

Iule Bay patrol, members were

ubmarines on

tho surface — just so they would
Iuww what they looked like,

ee army regulars (one & Brilish

pnmmo r) trained them to use

radios and maps and bow to fire the

303, which bodd says Is a-“highly

reliable weapon”

Throughout the Northwest Terrl-
torles lnd Labrador there are 36
Ranger p-uoll with about 700
memf Inthe past few years, they
have reported several aircraft sight-
Inga over Labrador. But the aircralt
turned out to be West German plancs
flying out o y.

There w; itln,

A lmplhl lhl lelt the families on
gravel shores during the summer,
with whlever ossesslons they
could urlz ing caribou tents,
some tea, (lour and two boxes of am-
‘manition.

More families moved north and
today the 200 Inuit in Gris and Res-
olute are ouc of our most solid ar,
menls for ”leml over the High
Arctic islands and surrounding
vmen, said Nell Faulkner, assis!

depuly minister of northern affairs.
“Tremendous aclivity’

The loult have transformed the
High Arctic from a “frontler Into a
homeland. There's tremendous ac-
tivily up there.”

In the space of 32 yeary, their lives

have changed dnmltltllly They, thi

live in tidy bungalows with modern
fridges, stoves, freezers and the oc-
casional microwave oven. Seal,
musk ox, caribou and aretle char arc
i1l eaten but the main dict Is bee!
and pork and frozen bles.

The Inult, a sturdy, lean people,
have become voracious consumers.
The young, modera lnult hunter
pull sealsi ki trousers and parkas
over deslgner jeans and T-shirts that
read “I wanna rock.” He climbs into
a large aluminum power boat or Ski-
doo and beads out (o find whale or
seal herds while his Sony Walkman
feeds his head with music and at
home his Betamax records his favor-
ite television show.

The moderaization of the Inuit,
however, bides the fact that these
are essentlally artificial communi-
ties kept alive by federal govern-
meat wellare. Housing Is largely
subsidized. Heating, utllitles, educa-
Uon and health care ~ [ncluding
drugs — are (ree. Whites — too
often bere to fili thelr pockets and
return south — perform most of the
steady labor.

The environmental group Green-

bot it vn ntver canllrmcd‘god

“y

‘hllonnl Delence is preparing &
white paper on defence poficy. Dodd
8ays he expects our military pres-
ence in the Arctic to expand.

“We will probably be glving (the
Rangers) vniforms and build ar.
morlu for a mote permanent pres-

ence.”

For' the'rﬂ-ph: who iive In {he
North, the Polar Sea voyage was less
a thallcnge 10 sovereignly — a war
of words that was played out by the
paliticians ~- than another painful
reminder of the South’s ignorance
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seal-skin trade and the effect has
dragged down the price of other

petts.

Liquor s destroying the soclal and
family structure. Incidents of wife
beating and child molesting ai
frequent and harsh that a Northwest

- Territories Lask force recently stal-

ed (heu numbers ate of “grave pro-

Populahon growih Is stagnant.

These communities prnduu al-
maoet nothing but a sense of {solation
and the satisfaclion among southern
map readers that we have a presence
way up here.

tant 33 that make ﬂylng an adventure,
our red-tipped

“4
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Maps shows the vastness of Canada's North.

LN
Commercial airlives fly four Boe-
Ing 737s Into Resolute Bay weekly
from Montreal and Edmonton. But
bolding togetter Canada’s sovereign
Arctic communities are Twin Otters
and Second World War Douglas DC

Twin
Otter s nyln; nonhwt lrom Reso-
lute toward Grise under & cloudlm.
d&p blue sk MJ ‘The flat landscape of

th smooth lakes and
thln mlnu

As we reach the mouth of the
fiord, a strong north wind catches

e Twin Otter. It rocks and '"K’
violently. The pilot veers east of tl
settiement, banks against the moun-
tain side and drops the plane toward
the whits landung atr'p when sudden-
1y a second wind sweeps the place
offline.

A woman screams as the pilot
g\uu his engines and lifts the nose.
he mountain lurches toward the
plane’s front window, The pilot veers
out 1 se2 banking close Lo the mouy-
tatn side.
He circles back and Arlproachn
the strip from the west.
the plane down hard on to the snow-
covered runway, cuts his engines,
taxis to a stop and lcts fly a barrage
of curses reflecting badly on the reli-
glous and sexual habits of the north
and west winds.

Boxes unioaded

Peaple In parkas gather around
the plane. The passengers — two
Inult women, a white weather tech-
niclan, & white biologist here to
measure whales, three whites wlio
will build & communlty centre, anda
Sournalist — |umr out Into the clear,
cold (-4 C) morning. Boxes of fresh
oranges, tomatoes, frozen foods,
spare parts, tools and luggage are
unloaded. Two RCMP constables
watch who and what comes off and
gels on. The school principal-teach.
er, heading for a convention in Fro-

so0 bisher Bay, climbs on. The plane

takes off.

The settlement is about 100
metres downhill from the landing
strip. A bulldozer is rebullding the
coastal road apparently washed aut
a day earlier by a storm.

The first bullding along the raad s
8 Uldy, whitewashed RCMP station
Consi James Herman and his assist-
ant, $pecnl Const. Imooshee Mu.

daragjuk, made six arrests (dran!
and disorderly) last year. Herman, 2|
tall, smiling, friendly guy with not a|
to do, nyl the count Is Iow be-|
and doesn't have|
an alcoh
Against many houses, seal skins|
for making winter clothing are!
stretched out to dry on wnoden
racks. A trostorey hotel 3
night Including meals —
bunkbeds for visitors. For u 000
tourlsts can (ly from here to the
North Pole and

$11.89 for cofles

‘The Grise Inult co-op store, wi
a 360-gram tin of collee ull- for]
$11.89, is managed I‘:'y 1 Tucker,
2 white man {rom ape Breton 1s{
land. 30 & fund, clotiing, h..;Jn.nli

and appliance store rolled into or
1t also operates the Grise Fior
Vidco Club, annual membership $10,
tilny sental §5. The sclection is mast:|
ly fumily films.

Philipoosi Novalinga, 79, is Grise's
oldust citizen. fle came to Grise In

1953 wiih the original settlers from,

Port Harrlson In northern Que!

Tle’s sick. His fingers are stained.
with nicotine from chain-smoking
Player's and he coughs constantly.
He's crippled with arthritis and em-|

rhyscm: and hus a heart pacer. Ths
ace Is round and his smile broad.

He sits beside his bed coughing.

nM hacking and nmokmx and watch-
ing the news he can't understand on’

color television. [lc speaks through .

an Imerprelur

“It it wasn't for the government, I
don't think I would be alive now.”

When Phllipoos! lelt Port Harri-
son, the life ex{)cclancy of the Inuit
was about 30. Plipoosi is of an ers
when an Inuit famlily starved to
death If it missed the caribou migra-
death i it missed the Carlbou migra-
tion. Disease could casily ravage an
Tnult commonity.

Port urrison is where explorer
and film-maker Robert Flaherty
made the famous 1920 silent film
Nanook of the North. Philipaost is
10 that movie. Nunook went hunting
one day and never rcturned. Plull-
yoosn went porth to Giise.

“In Part Harri-on Ilwre were lood
shartag s Orc y
governnient did [t
bringing us up hiie ll
game."

Younger Inult «u not share hi,

Larry Avdlaluh came to Grise

with his parents v.lien he was two

ars old. As & deputy fire chief, be

s employaﬂ b;ll.. government of

Norihwest Ter itorles. llis basic

maleml peeds ln all looked after
by the government.

Yet, along with many other Inulit
of his age, he want; the government
1o pay the lnuit what mey call settle-
ment compensation Translated, that
munlu wants moncy for ‘maintain-

nada's sover.igoly in the Uiigh

ing Ca
Arctic. His Englis is [luenl, So is hiy -

political savvy.

“They Ien us with nothing They
brought us to a l»hrc that was just
empty. It was like taking you off a
lhlp and leaving you on a deserted

here wasn't cnough snow to

hnlld igloos (Griz.'s annital average

snowfall: 15.2 cm; mean high tem-

perature in Janvi.y -37.2 C). Igloos

are very warm. /¢ had lo Ilvn in

tents which s j...( like Hving out-
side”

Setflement con., pensation Is part
of the land clair.. currently being
negotiated with (. Jcral government
by the Inult politi..al arm, the Tnult
‘l‘aﬂlrlm of Cans

ut PMIIpoosl .pposes settlement
compensati
“'l'he only hard hip we suifercd
was the darkness. We weren't usedto
darkness for fuar months, They
shouldn't talk al.. ot that. We're nul
starving now We don‘t necd
money."

m. nllrcmen,
nurses, doctoi:, adventurers,
wealthy America. , who puy $20.000
& shot o crulse 1l.2 Northwest Pas.
sage on Egrope.s luxury ships wll
come and Inevital.ly lcava,

Larr F Holt cav..2 noth last Jan- -
wary. Tle was hirc J by the territerlal
flovcfnlmeg.l a8 ;1 Mll‘):. \:ul:ct ol

esolute Bay wh. re abaut 100
live but don' % sccn o |.Le+17!'r'mn|£
jan't Tand. This 7. Tce™ says Soruh
Amn;mlla An orizinal Resoluie sct-

[(RYAT always cold.")
Ugly town

Resolute Is an ugly town, a gravel
pit with butlding:. Its atrport is a
transit arca for le going some:
where else. It :icsn't have the
mountains of Gri . viurd tu g
riety and grand ur o th
landscape. Nor i it have
munity spirit o0 -1 e, Lan out of
Isalation,

1t's an old bq,,ur with a terrible.

drinkis
l.nl:‘ ':T: one Tnuit drove hi-

snowmohite of 2 (Iff. Auather sk
her brarter n clf-defence and .
third tried vy .
childrea. Con:t
made two art

hersedd and hey

Ngrmand Iradel

is for ¢very 62
all erazy drunk
way bronght here
He's a psycholo, 1.t frota Yemoria.
University in oundlaid.

“Last Friday Ldf (s town wi
drunk,” he said .-l-hnr,
abuscisamayor o
the Aretle

BTV SR pj
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azetls, Wilism

r8 = bank $45,000 a year.

%My bring cases of whisky ig

frou Frobisher and Yellowknife and

+ they wil down and drink It untll I(s
gor. Unforlunately, there are

le here ready to pay the Inult dn
00 pathet lgan nf:'.fm
“There is a tremendous amount of

alecliol abuse leading to g{% m%
«« {9 spousal assaull and also sexun!
assau!
T amazing thing Is (he govern.
mer’ has spent millions up here stu-
dyin the ice, the age, (he movement
of 11 ~ jce, the marine life, counting
bir':* eggs and whales, and they
doi't. spend a cent finding out any-
thin about the people. Nobody has
ever hothered to study why the Lnuit
drin': the way they do.
¢ "L he government just givesevery,
sthivr'to them. 'To ficap goods on'a ,
eopie and expect eomething good ta
eohi'ﬂ' of i{ s ridiculous.” ,

In-ido Resolute’s three-room
sched house, teacher Goorge Gra-
niln watches as an Tnuil &icﬁer
F ve : the older children their daily
ot of Inuktitut. One child is plar
inp » spelling game with an Apple
cuniyter,

“W would be a very small minori-
ty of children who are not abused,”
Grativn sald. '

Th= school is kindergarten to
Grad~ 8, Children must go 1,500 kilo-
mels s southeast to Frobisher Bay to
attend high school. Like most chil-
dren, Inuit do not like to leave home
at ape 13, They simply complete
their educalion at Grade 8.

“In me, (the Innit) are Canada’s
valld claim to this area but the
aren't being told that,” Graham said,
“They are just given things. In com-

arl-n, all these wealher stations

" aund rientitic research don't count

for arything.”
e

Oue of the firs} sights you see as
you fly sato Comijneo's Polaris Mine
on Lit'le Cormwvallis Isiuid is a glant
Canadtian flag » *nted on the roof of
the mine’s lead . d zine storage
bulldi-g.

Th~ flag was the idea of a Hungar-
fan cnnineer who fled to Canada dur-
ing th* uprising in 1956. He wanted
the lizpest Canadian flag In the
countiy. He got it.

Wokers come to this fat gravel
Island ritting over 1,500 feet of per-
mafrust for one reason: the mathe-
matic-.

A miner works nine months a
year, 12-hour shifts, seven days a
week, {ree food, lodgings and travel.
Taxcs are the second lowest in Can-
ada, Jle can easily bank $45,000 a
year il he's single.

“If you can tell yourself you'll do
that fer four years, you can come out
with a Iot,” said miner Ted Wesley,
who wxs born In Zambia,

One Inuit miner, Phil Oﬁluk,
saved ~nough money to buy a farm
in New Brunswick. That's how life is
up here. Everything Is handed to you.
And il you work hard and save
enough moncy, you can get out.

Polauis js the only industry of note

-In the Migh Arctlc. The ore is esli-
mated fo last 20 to 25 years. By
about 2010 the world’s most norther-
1y mine probably will be closed. And
the bignest Canadian flag of all will
rest on an empty shell,




