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22/7/85 MEtORANDCM OF UNDERSTANDING ON A COOPERATIVE 

PLANNING AND PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS FOR 
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AREAS

NOT FOR PUBLIC . .LEASE UNTIL 6:45 P.M., 0? jGUST 1965

T h is  agreement made t h i s  ^ - day of W1935.

BETWEEN: The Government of Canada (h e r e in a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to as
"Canada") rep resen ted  by the M in is te r  of the 
Environment.

AND: The Government of the Northwest T e r r i t o r i e s
(h e r e in a f te r  r e fe r r e d  to  as "GNWT") re p re sen te d  by the 
M in is te r  of Renewable Resources .

PREAMBLE: WHEREAS Canada and GNWT wish to support each o t h e r ' s  
o b j e c t i v e s  for the co n se rv a t io n  of w i l d l i f e  in the 
Northwest T e r r i t o r i e s ;

AND WHEREAS th e  implementation of n o r th e rn  w i l d l i f e  
c o n se rv a t io n  i n i t i a t i v e s  w i l l  he c o n s i s t e n t  with the 
N orthern Conservation S t r a te g y  anc with land use 
p o l i c i e s  and g u id e l in e s  developed under the 
f e d e r a l / t e r r i t o r i a l  land use p lanning  program, 
and with the DOE/DIAND Memorandum of Understanding 
r e s p e c t in g  N ational W ild l i f e  Areas;

AND WHEREAS CANADA is r e s p o n s ib le  for the p ro te c t io n  
and co n se rv a t io n  o f w i l d l i f e  under the Migratory E irds  
Convention Act and the Canada W i ld l i f e  A c t ;

AbTD WHEREAS GNWT i s  r e s p o n s ib le  for the p ro te c t io n  anc 
c o n s e rv a t io n  o f  w i l d l i f e  under the Northwest 
T e r r i t o r i e s  Act and the W i ld l i f e  A c t ;

NOW THEREFORE the P a r t i e s  agree as fo l lo w s :
F i r s t l y  The P a r t i e s  understand th a t  the M in i s t e r s '

o b l ig a t io n  to e x e rc i s e  t h e i r  s t a t u t o r y  d i s c r e t i o n  
s h a l l  remain u n fe t t e r e d  and th a t  th i s * e x e rc i s e  
•requires th a t  the M in is te r s  may o r  may not fo llow  
the  procedure d esc r ib ed  in the fo llow ing  a r t i c l e s ;

Secondly The M in is te rs  ag ree ,  in re s p e c t  o f  t h e i r  s t a t u t o r y  
and a d m in is t r a t iv e  d u t i e s ,  to use t h e i r  best  
endeavours to ach ieve the o b je c t iv e s  of th i s  
Memorandum of U nderstanding;

T hird ly  The a c t i v i t i e s  p e r ta in in g  to i d e n t i f y in g ,
e s t a b l i s h i n g  and managing w i l d l i f e  co n se rv a t io n  
a r e a s  (h e re in a f te r  r e f e r r e d  to  as "Areas") w i l l  be 
undertaken  c o o p e ra t iv e ly ,  and th a t  a 
f e d e r a l - t e r r i t o r i a l  Area Management Agreement 
d e t a i l i n g  the management a u t h o r i t y  and terms and 
c o n d i t io n s  for management w i l l  be developed fo r  
each Area.



DEFINITIONS:

In  t h i s  Agreement:

• W i ld l i f e  C o n se rv a tio n  Area* i s  an a r e a  fo rm a lly  e s t a b l i s h e d  
under one o r  more o f  the above A c ts ,  subsequent to t h i s  
Agreement, to  m ain ta in  h a b i t a t s  which are e s s e n t i a l  to  the 
w e l f a r e  of one or more w i l d l i f e  o r  m ig ra to ry  b ird  p o D u la t io n s .  in 
t h e  N orthw est T e r r i t o r i e s .

"D es ig n a t io n "  s h a l l  mean the e s ta b l i s h m e n t  of a w i l d l i f e  
c o n s e r v a t io n  a rea  pu rsu an t  to the  Canada W i ld l i f e  A ct,  the 
M igra to ry  B ird s  Convention Act or the  T e r r i t o r i a l  W i ld l i f e  Act.

"A; ! ? . * snaçe:T,ent: Agreement" i s  an agreement between the Canadian 
l M l c - i f e  S e rv ic e  and the Department o f  renewable Resources on 
fcenalf of t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  M in is te rs  which s p e c i f i e s  t h e r o ’ e« 
anc r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the Department of th e  Environment anc"the  
i.e p a r t  ment o f  Renewable Resources in managing am. a r e a .

r u t i i c  C o n s u l ta t io n "  is  the p ro cess  o f  s o l i c i t i n c  in p u t  from 
s o u rc e s  o u t s id e  government on p lan s  fo r  c e s ic n a t in c  and menacing 
A reas ,  in acco rdance  with the p o l i c i e s  of t h e  Department of '  
Renewable Resources and the Department of th e  Environment.*

PURPOSE:

.he purpose o f  t h i s  Agreement is  to  ensu re  the  maintenance and 
enhance.i*ent o f  w i^ d i i f e  and m ig ra to ry  b ird  poD ula tions  by 
p r o t e c t in g  t h e i r  im portan t h a b i t a t s ;  and to provide a mechanism 
fo r  c o o p e ra t io n  between departm ents  and c o n s u l t a t io n  with the 
p u b l i c  le ad in g  to the coord ina ted  manacement of w ild l i* *  and 
m ig ra to ry  b i r d s  and t h e i r  h a b i t a t s .

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COOPERATION

P r i o r i t y  S e t t i n g :

1) The Department o f  Renewable Resources and th e  Department of 
the  Environment ( h e r e in a f te r  r e f e r r e d  to  as "the 
D epartm ents") w i l l  id e n t i f y  im p o rtan t  a re a s  h a b i t a t  
p u rsu an t  to  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t e d  w i l d i i f s  manace" »nc 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

2 ) The Departments w i l l  c o o p e ra t iv e ly  rev iew  the importance o f  
in d iv id u a l  h a b i t a t  a reas  in o rd e r  to  determ ine p r i o r i t v  s i t e s  
for d e s i g n a t i o n .

The M in is te r  o f  Renewable Resources and the  M in is te r  o F 
Environment s h a l l  adv ise  the M in i s t e r  o f  Indian A f f a i r s  and 
Northern Development o f  these  p r i o r i t i e s  and s h a l l  seek 
h i s / h e r  s u p p o r t  in proceeding tow ards  d e s ig n a t io n .

3)



4) The M in is te r  of Renewable Resources and the M in is te r  of 
Environnent w i l l  on mutual agreement s e l e c t  cand ida te  Areas 
fo r  proposed d e s ig n a t io n .

5) T ie Departments w i l l  j o i n t l y  p re p a re  a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  each 
Area t h a t  i s  proposed for d e s ig n a t io n .  The j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
s h a l l  i d e n t i f y  the proposed l e g i s l a t i v e  b a s is  fo r  d e s ig n a t io n  
and s h a l l  s p e c i fy  which departm ent s h a l l  assume lead 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for developing an Area Management Agreement.

6) The Departments w i l l  p resen t the j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for each Area 
fo r  c o n s id e r a t io n  by th e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  M in is te r s .  The 
M in is te r  of th e  Environment and the  M in is te r  of Renewable 
Resources w i l l  by common agreement determ ine whether to 
pursue the d e s ig n a t io n  of each new Area.

Area Management Agreements:

Preparations for Designation:

7) An Area Management Agreement 
Departments for  each désigna 
r e s p e c t iv e  r o l e s  anc respcns 
b a s i s  fo r  developing  an Area

8) The Area Management Plan sha 
o b j e c t i v e s  and the msnagemen 
o th e r  arrangem ents  fo r  manag

P u b lic  C o n s u l ta t io n  and Informât

s h a l l  be developed by the 
ec. area  in o rder to  sp ec ify  
o : l : t r e s ,  and to p rov ide  the  
Management P lan .

.1 sp e c i fy  the goals  and 
, a d m in i s t r a t io n ,  f i n a n c i a l  and 
ng an Area.

or. :

9) Canada and Gh”vT ag ree  th a t  th e re  s h a l l  be pu b lic  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  with re sp ec t  to p roposed  Areas. GMvT s h a l l  
have prim ary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  p u b l ic  c o n su l ta t io n  on a l l  
Areas w ith in  the  Northwest T e r r i t o r i e s .  Canada w i l l  
p a r t i c i p a t e  in  these  pub lic  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  as a p o ro p r ia te .  
Costs o f  p u b l ic  c o n s u l ta t io n  w i l l  be a l lo ca te d * b y  mutual 
c o n s e n t .

10) P u b lic  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w il l  invo lve  the  community(ies) in  the 
Northwest T e r r i t o r i e s  p o t e n t i a l l y  a f f e c te d  by the  proposed 
Area (s) . Other groups, i n d u c i n g  f e d e r a l  and t e r r i t o r i a l "  
ag e n c ie s  and in d u s t r y ,  having an i n t e r e s t  in  the Area(s) 
w i l l  be i n v i t e d  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the c o n s u l t a t io n  p ro c e s s .

11) The Departments agree to co o p e ra te  in the development and 
im plem enta tion  of programs for p u b l ic  in fo rm ation  re sp e c t in g  
the  d e s ig n a t io n  and management of Areas e s ta b l i s h e d  under 
t h i s  Agreement. Any pu b lic  announcement regard ing  common 
a c t i v i t i e s  under t h i s  Agreement, as w ell  a s 'an v  o f f i c i a l  
opening ceremony for any p r o j e c t s  under t h i s  Aerc-ement, 
where such a ceremony is in d ic a te d  and a p p ro p r ia te ,  s h a l l  be 
a r ran g ed  c o o p e ra t iv e ly .



GENERAL:

The Departments s h a l l  p repare  annual p lan s  covering  a c t i v i t i e s  
covered by t h i s  Agreement.

This  Agreement s h a l l  be ad m in is te red  by the Regional D ire c to r  of 
the Canadian W i ld l i f e  S erv ice  Department of the Environment and the 
D ire c to r  of the W i ld l i f e  Management fo r  the Department o f  Renewable 
R eso u rces .

This Agreement may be amended or te rm ina ted  in w r i t in g  as acreed t o  
from t im e - to - t im e  by the M in is te r  o f  Environment and the M in is te r  of 
Renewable R esources.

SIGNATORIES:

IN WITNESS WHEREOF t h i s  Agreement has been 
Canada by the M in is te r  of the Department of 
b eh a lf  o f  the Northwest T e r r i t o r i e s  by"the 
Resources.

executed
Environ:

M in is te r

or
-.er
c:

b eh a lf  of 
and on 

Renewable

IN THE PRESENCE CF:

■<3 ■
’tâCAAÅl/')

DEPARTMENT CF ENVIRONMENT 
GOVERNMENT OF CANADA GOVERNMENT CF THE NORTHWEST 

TERRITORIES
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