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Dear S i r :

Re : Task F o rce  on S p o u sa l  A s s a u l t ,  F in a l  R ep o r t

As you a r e  aw are ,  th e  Y e llo w k n ife  Y.W.C.A. has p ro v id e d  a s s i s t a n c e  
t o  hu n d red s  o f  v i c t i m s  o f s p o u s a l  a s s a u l t  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s .  
Knowing t h e  u rg e n t  need  f o r  im proved s e r v i c e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  we a r e  
g r e a t l y  e n c o u rag e d  by t h e  recom m endations o f  t h e  Task F orce  on 
S p o u sa l  A s s a u l t .  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  we a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i r  em phasis  on 
th e  need fo±. p r o v i s i o n  of s a f e  s h e l t e r ,  c o u n s e l l i n g ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  
s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  t o  v i c t i m s  o f  s p o u s a l  a s s a u l t .

The Y.W.C.A. has  d e v e lo p e d  a p r o p o s a l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a t r a n s i t i o n  
h o u s e ,  which s p e c i f i c a l l y  m ee ts  t h e  recom m endations o f  t h e  Task F o rc e ,  
i n c lu d in g :
. C o u n s e l l in g  f o r  v i c t i m s  and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
. R e c o g n i t io n  o f d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r a l  needs  
. S a fe  s h e l t e r  u s in g  e x i s t i n g  community b u i l d in g s  
. P ro v id in g  s u p p o r t  program s
. U t i l i z i n g  e x i s t i n g  community r e s o u r c e s  and e x p e r t i s e  
. E n su r in g  a mechanism f o r  ongo ing  community in v o lv em en t  
. A v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r e g i o n a l  c e n t r e s  f o r  v i c t im s  who may w ish  to  

le a v e  t h e i r  community even f o r  a s h o r t  t im e .

We en d o rse  t h e  recom m endation t h a t  "community commitment be a s s e s s e d  
a s  one of t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  to  s e t t i n g  up and s t a f f i n g  c r i s i s  c e n t r e s . "  
S u p p o rt  r e c e i v e d  from:
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. Dene N ation

. S .A .F .A . ( S o c ie ty  A g a in s t  Fam ily Abuse)

. N.W.T. N a t iv e  Women's A s s o c i a t i o n  

. Tree of Peace

. S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  Y e llo w k n ife  Area O f f i c e  & In u v ik  R eg io n a l  O f f i c e  

. Women's S e c r e t a r i a t ,  Government o f  t h e  N.W.T.

. N.W.T. F am ily  C o u n s e l l in g  S e rv ic e s  

. C i ty  of Y e l lo w k n ife
as  w e l l  as  many o t h e r  a g e n c ie s ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  and  p o l i t i c i a n s  has 
been a p o s i t i v e  i n c e n t i v e  f o r  t h e  developm ent o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .

In  k ee p in g  w i th  th e  Task F o rce  on S p o u sa l  A s s a u l t  recom m endation  
t o  "use e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s , "  th e  Y.W.C.A. has t h e r e f o r e  i n i t i a t e d  
a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  C.M.H.C. t o  p u rc h a s e  and r e n o v a te  an e x i s t i n g  d u p lex  
under  t h e i r  2% m ortgage  S o c i a l  H ousing Program.

The Y.W.C.A. s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  recom m endation t h a t  s a f e  s h e l t e r  
be a v a i l a b l e  in  e v e ry  community, b u t  t h a t  " r e g io n a l  c e n t r e s  be 
e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  v i c t i m s  who may w ish  t o  l e a v e . . . e v e n  f o r  a  s h o r t  
t i m e ."

As you w i l l  n o te  from th e  e n c lo s e d  summary o f ou r  p r o p o s a l ,  we a r e  
a p p ly in g  to  th e  Government o f  th e  N.W.T. f o r  c o r e  fu n d in g  t o  c o v e r  
t h e  c o s t  of o p e r a t i o n s  and m a in te n a n c e .  This  i s  in  k e e p in g  w i th  
t h e  recom m endations o f  t h e  Task F o rc e ,  which a l s o  p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  
s h e l t e r s  must be " a d e q u a te ly  and f a i r l y  funded"  i f  t h e y  a r e  t o  be 
e f f e c t i v e .

We would a p p r e c i a t e  i t  i f  you would in fo rm  your c o l l e a g u e s  in  t h e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly a b o u t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  and o u r  re sp o n se  t o  t h e  
Task Force r e p o r t .

S in c e r e ly

C a th e r in e  Timberg 
P r e s i d e n t

E n c lo su re



PRO PO SAL SUMMARY

T r a n s i t i o n  House S e r v i c e s
Y e l lo w k n i f e ,  N.W.T.

High Demand The Y e l lo w k n i fe  Y.W.C.A. has been p r o v id in g  
s h e l t e r  t o  women e x p e r i e n c i n g  s p o u s a l  a s s a u l t  
s i n c e  1966. Demand f o r  such s e r v i c e  h as  i n ­
c r e a s e d  t o  an a l l - t i m e  h ig h  when s h e l t e r  was 
g iv e n  t o  19 women and 24 c h i l d r e n  i n  a one 
month p e r i o d .  Over t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s  t h e  
Y.W.C.A. h a s  p ro v id e d  750 b e d n i g h t s  t o  v i c t i m s  
o f s p o u s a l  a s s a u l t .

C ro ss  C u l t u r a l  C l i e n t e l e A p p ro x im a te ly  33% o f  t h e  women s e r v e d  u n d e r  t h e  
Y.W.C.A. s p o u s a l  a s s a u l t  program  have  b een  from 
o u t  o f  tow n; 50% o f  t h e  women who u se  t h e  
s h e l t e r  s p e a k  E n g l i s h  a s  a s e c o n d  la n g u a g e .
The p ro p o s e d  t r a n s i t i o n  house  p rogram  would t a k e  
t h e s e  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s '  i n t o  a c c o u n t  
and would d e v e lo p  r e s o u r c e s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e s e  
n e e d s .  *•

W orking Group In A p r i l  o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  a  Y.W.C.A. B a t t e r e d  
Women's Program Working Group was formed whose 
m andate was t o  " d e s ig n  t r a n s i t i o n  house  s e r v i c e s  
f o r  v i c t i m s  o f  s p o u s a l  a s s a u l t . "  The work o f  
t h i s  Group c o n t i n u e s .

P h i lo s o p h y Each woman h a s  t h e  r i g h t  and pow er t o  d e c id e  
f o r  h e r s e l f  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of h e r  l i f e  a c c o r d in g  
t o  h e r  own v a l u e s  and  n e e d s .

R o le  o f  t h e  Y.W.C.A. The r o l e  o f  t h e  Y.W.C.A. i s  t o  o f f e r  t h e  v i c ­
t im  and  h e r  c h i l d r e n  c o u n s e l l i n g ,  s a f e  < 
r e f u g e ,  s u p p o r t ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  and r e f e r r a l  

s e r v i c e s ^

T a r q e t  Group The t r a n s i t i o n  house  would be f o r  women i n  
c r i s i s  o r  t r a n s i t i o n ,  w i th  t h e  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  
b e in g  g iv e n  t o  v i c t i m s  o f  s p o u s a l  a s s a u l t  and 
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

R e q io n a l  R eso u rc e In  k e e p in g  w i th  t h e  recommendation .t from th e  
Task F o rc e  on S p o u sa l  A s s a u l t  t h a t  r e g i o n a l  
c e n t r e s  be made a v a i l a b l e . f o r  v i c t i m s  who may 
w ish  t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  community even  f o r  a s h o r t  
t im e  t h e  Y.W.C.A. t r a n s i t i o n  h o u se  would s t i l l  
b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  r e g i o n a l  c l i e n t s .

P h y s i c a l  F a c i l i t y The s e l e c t e d  f a c i l i t y  would conform  t o  b o th  
C i ty  b y - law s  and P u b l i c  H e a l th  r e q u i r e m e n t s .
The t r a n s i t i o n  house must be a b l e  t o  accommodate 
u p  t o  15 p e o p le .



*

Proqram R e c o g n iz in g  t h a t  s h e l t e r  i s  n o t  enough f o r  
v i c t i m s  o f  s p o u s a l  a s s a u l t ,  a co m p re h en s iv e  
p ro g ram  would be d ev e lo p e d  t o  m eet t h e  needs  
o f  women and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

Should  t h e  woman w ish  t o  s t a y  a t  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  
h o u s e ,  s h e l t e r  would be a v a i l a b l e  t o  h e r  
f o r  a t  l e a s t  s i x  w eek s .

I n - h o u s e  c o u n s e l l i n g  would be p ro v id e d  by 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  on an i n d i v i d u a l  and g ro u p  
b a s i s ;  a  t r a i n e d  c h i l d c a r e  w o r k e r '  would be a 
k ey  com ponent o f  t h e  p rogram .

S t a f f i n q T here  w ould  be a minimum o f  one s t a f f  p e r s o n  
on  d u ty  a t  an y  g iv e n  t im e .  S e n io r  s t a f f  would 
p o s s e s s  a u n i v e r s i t y  d e g re e  a n d / o r  e x p e r i e n c e  
i n  r e l a t e d  a r e a s .  S a l a r i e s  would, be b a se d  on 
t h e  c u r r e n t  Y.W.C.A. pay  s c a l e .

P e r s o n s  o f  n a t i v e  o r i g i n  would b e  a c t i v e l y  
r e c r u i t e d .

V o lu n te e r s V o l u n t e e r s  w ould b e  i n v o lv e d  a t  v a r i o u s  l e v e l s ,
d e p e n d in g  on t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  and  i n t e r e s t .  
T r a i n i n g  o f  v o l u n t e e r s  would be p ro v id e d  on an 
o n g o in g  b a s i s .

A d v iso ry  C o u n c i l An A d v iso ry  C o u n c i l  to  th e  t r a n s i t i o n  house  w i l l  
be an i m p o r t a n t  component t o  c o n t in u e d  i n p u t  
f rom  a g e n c i e s  and governm ent d e p a r t m e n t s .  I t ' s  
m em bership  w i l l  be d e s ig n e d  when th e  recommend­
a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t  a r e  
f o r m u l a t e d .

L ia i s o n The r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f th e  Y.W.C.A. program  w i th  
i n d i v i d u a l  a g e n c ie s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  would v a ry  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t a s k  in v o lv e d ,  and n e tw o rk in g  
w ould b e  u n d e r ta k e n  t o  e n s u r e  o n g o in g  communica­
t i o n .


