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Dear Mr. Thomas:

De in the Eortbwest Terri {es

Our GCovermment feels very strongly that tbhe Native Icemsmic
Donﬁ?-ut Program ("NEDP") 1s sn impertant progres that
is umiquely suited to the Northwest Territorias. Twe thirds
of our pepulation is nstive end the obstacles to obtsiming
conventionsl dusiness finsuciag sre far grester than ia southern
Canada. The nstive business commumity fs repidly expanding
and weeds your hslp. )

Ve sre awars that the MNEDP has experienced implemestation
;:oblc-. a0t only in the INT, but in southern Canads ea Well.

avel sad communicatioms ars considersbly more difffemit
in the INT given the great distances imvelwed. o

The fact that the NEDP bhas not received great mumbers of
spplications from the WWT does not indicste fewer opportwmities
or 8 leck of entreprenurial drive. Quite the fte 1o
trus - oaly sdverse early rubueuy conceraning implementatien
problems bes prevented a flood of spplicstions. 1If the door
was opened, the northern native community would respond.’

There sre mov, snd will be, msny large projects appropriste
for NEDP ssefstance in the NWT. To name s few:

-"strategic imvestment” funding poels, curreatly being
sought by the Netis, Denedeh and Nunss{ Devel t
stions to allow them to pley key investmest end

fissncing roles im the north oo
-botels, such es ome being planned fu Pamgnirtung
-resl estste development ’

=8 reindesr industry

-sn squaculture industry

~8 lumber {ndustry

00',2 \




We are confident thst problems with implementation can be
solved, but it will teke a sincere end fonovative approach
to do so. 1 knov Jim Brittor will be able to help. My
Department 1s prepared to help as well. 1 would be ulllt:&
to second an Officer who would work in an MEDP office locat
in the Northwest Tarritories and provide other support such
as offices in the field assisting applicants.

We would hope to see the KRIDP playing o msjor role in the
development of the Territories’ economy. Given the dowmturn
in the Beaufort the program is mov more important than ever.

Native business people mnesd your help and are waiting for
positive results in the implementation of your valuable progrss:.

Sincerely,

Original Signed By
TAGAK CURLEY

Tapak Curley,
Minister.

¢.c. Honourable Bernard Valcourt
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