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The story o f the
Northwest Territories pavilion at Expo 86
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When the people of the Northwest Terri­
tories decided to take part in Expo 86, my 
first thoughts were: ‘Can we pull it off?

‘After all, we’re only 51,000 people and 
we’ve never done anything as big as this 
before, we’ve got nothing in our experience 
to compare it with, and well be competing 
with a lot of powerful countries with all 
kinds of success at this kind of thing and 
all kinds of money.’

I thought to myself: T think we can do it,’ 
but I have to confess that at the time the 
question lingered in my mind: ‘Are we really 
ready to compete on the world stage?’

Looking back, now that Expo’s over, the 
answer's obvious: the NWT pavilion was a 
remarkable success. Our pavilion, the 
people of the North who worked on it and 
in it, and the people of the North who 
helped shape it, along with our corporate 
partners and sponsors, did an astonishingly 
successful job. We were rated the best of 
the Canadian pavilions at Expo and one of 
the top five of all the 80 pavilions there.

The people of the North came through 
with flying colors. And the world loved it.

Hon. Tagak Curley, 
Minister responsible 
NWT Expo



Hon. Tagak Curley, 
Minister responsible, 
N W Ĩ Expo:

The decision in 1983 by the Government of 
the Northwest Territories to participate at the 
1986 World Exposition came at a time 
when many jurisdictions were re examining 
the medium itself and the returns received 
on their investments of time and money.

Three years latei, I am pleased to report 
that Expo 86 has not only helped to re­
affirm international confidence in the 
medium, but it has also demonstrated that a 
well-planned and well-financed world exposi­
tion can provide the returns necessary to 
justify substantial investments from govern­
ment and the private sector.

I am honored, with this report, to provide 
an overview of the Northwest Territories par­
ticipation at Expo 86 and to provide some 
indicators of the success of the project.

As you will note from the body of this 
report, there are numerous statistical 
measurements which help support this 
conclusion.

For example, the pavilion operated at full 
capacity from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. seven 
days a week for almost six months. It at­
tracted over 1.5 million visitors, which was 
approximately seven per cent of the total 
attendance at Expo 86. Our visitors were 
hosted by more than 140 northern staff and 
entertained by over 300 performers and 
artists from every region of the Northwest 
Territories. Purchases in the North of goods 
and services, including arts and crafts, 
country foods and building supplies, along 
with staff salaries, were in excess of $5 
million.

And even though the pavilion no longer 
exists, the inukshuk, our symbol of friend­
ship and hospitality, continues to stand on 
the shores of False Creek as a Northern 
Expo Legacy.

In my view, there were a number of 
factors which contributed to the success of 
the Northwest Territories pavilion.

P a v ilio n  C o m m is s io n e r (le o rg e  Itrad e n
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First, our participation required the 
necessary political will to develop and pre­
sent a 'first-class' show and to accept that 
there would inevitably be cost overruns.

Second, while it took some time to 
develop, the project eventually achieved the 
credibility necessary to solicit the outstand­
ing support of 39 corporations and virtually 
every government department in tne regions 
and headquarters.

Third, it is clear that our design team, 
along with the people of ’he North who 
guided the development of ideas through to 
a building, storylines, exhibits, displays and 
programs, did, in my view, a superb job.

Finally, as both you and I have acknow­
ledged on many occasions, the staff and 
volunteers who worked at the pavilion were 
simply outstanding in their role as ambassa­
dors from the North.

Nevertheless, there were costs associated 
with the success of the project.

With respect to cost overruns, you already 
reported on this issue to your colleagues 
during the October session of the Legislative 
Assembly. This report provides more detail 
on this matter. However, I believe that when 
the offsetting value of inventory and assets 
which have been returned to the North and 
other factors are taken into consideration, 
the people of the Northwest Territories

received good value on their investment.
In conclusion, I recall a comment to the 

effect that we had created another northern 
'community' in Vancouver for six months 
during 1986. This community of young and 
old had its fair share of problems that one 
would normally expect from a group of 
people which usually averaged between 175 
to 200 at any one time.

However, it was the opportunity to share 
this northern community with the world 
which brought us together and which was 
the major attraction of the Northwest Terri­
tories pavilion. Our visitors were, in my 
view, genuinely interested in our message, 
and not just what was said, but how we 
said it -  with enthusiastic friendship.

On behalf of all the pavilion management 
and staff, our sincere appreciation for the 
support of you and your colleagues during 
these past three years.

It has been an honor for all of us to 
represent the people and the Government of 
the Northwest Territories.

Pavilion commissioner
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"No other 

pavilion at Expo 
86 did a better

I
job than the 
NWT.”

J im  Pattison,

! ch a irm a n ,

: E xpo  86.

In u i t  th roat sinners o n  p a v ilio n  stage

"Each m o rn in g  at 1 0  a .m ., w hen  

E xpo  o p en ed , p eo p le  at the Hast d a te  

w ho h a d  been  tra ilin g  to get into  the 

g ro u n d s  literally r a n  to o u r  p a v ilio n  

to  get in  line.

Sherri Wilson, o ffice  a n d  visitors 

service m a n a g er, g o t  used to the  

m o rn in g  rush-hour. So d id  h er  co  

workers.

The d a ily  line-up began in fr o n t  o f  

the pa v ilio n , b a ck ed  up p a st the 

w elcom ing  arm s o f  the h u g e  stone  

inukshuk  built at th e fro n t  o f  the 

bu ild in g  by Alvin K anak  o f  R ankin  

Inlet, a n d  snaked back  besid e the 

Northw est T erritoria l Airw ays Stage  

a n d  past 50 fla g s  o f  NW T co m ­

m unities. (M any o f  the fla g s  w ere  

d ev elo p ed  by co m m u n ities  especially  

f o r  Expo).

Som e days, the line-up d o u b led  

across n eig h b o rin g  Polk life  a n d  

a lo n g sid e  the P eople's R ep u b lic  o f  

China p a v ilio n  n ext door.

Visitors ca m e on foot, in  b a b y  c a r­

riages a n d  strollers, in w heelchairs, 

b y  m onorail, Skyride a n d  fe rry . Tor 

the o fficia l May 2  o p en in g  T heir

Royal H ighnesses The P rin ce  a n d  

Princess o f  Wales a rriv ed  by yacht at 

the E xpo  dock in fro n t o f  the N W T  

p a v ilio n .

People w aiting in line to get into  

the p a v ilio n  — a t tim es the line-ups  

w ere a s long as / 5 m inutes  — w ere  

a kin  to a  little U nited  Nations, f r o m  

ju s t  a b o u t everyw here: Seattle, Tokyo, 

Los A ngeles, Toronto, E din bu rgh , 

V ancouver, Australia, New  York, 

R egina, Poland.

C h in a  w a s  n e x t d o o r



T lu ' p a v ilio n 's  to w n  crie r Kick l’ o lia rn k
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consistently in

the top three
‘must see* at

Expo.”
H o n . Claude 
Rich m ond,
B . C. m inister o f  
tou rism /Expo 86.

E x p o  ekç> Northwest 

Territories gha кф holj 

su ats’ç tae t ’ à 

danahk'e nezj 

wek'èhodzç adza.
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The fu irilio n , in o rd er  to m ak e the 

n d it  ea sier f o r  them, p ro r id e d  a  

S d > 0 .0 0 0  en tertain m en t p ro g ra m  

staged ou td o o rs hy ÍOO artists a n d  

p erfo rm ers  f r o m  every  regio n  (a n d  a  

total o f  ,i<) co m m u n ities) o f  the SW T. 

Som e visitors, exp ectin g  m o re  tra d i­

tional g ro u p s  such as the Tort (.load 

H ope D en e D ru m m ers , w ere su rp rised  

to h ea r Iglootik's heavy m eta l ha n d, 

S o rth ern  Haze, ro ck in g  in Inuktitut.

At tim es the o u td o o r en terta in m en t  

on  the S W T  A irw ays Stage was so 

su ccessfu l you couldit t tell the p e r ­

fo r m e rs  fro m  the a u d ien ce : T rank  

C ockney a n d  others p la y in g  "old- 

t im e ”  m usic w hile p eo p le  f r o m  the 

crow d sp o n ta n eo u sly  ca m e up on  

stage to waltz to it; C harlie  

P a n igo nia k  gettin g  the a u d ien ce  to 

sin g  a  ch o ru s o f  his song, a n d  in In ­

uktitut, a n d  y o u n gsters  sp rin g in g  o ut  

o f  the crow d to p a rticip a te  in the 

M a ck en zie D elta blanket toss.

It w as this instinctive a n d  in fo rm a l  

fr ien d lin ess  betw een staff, en te r­

ta iners a n d  visitors that seem ed  to he

S W T  E xpo's ha llm ark , a n d  o n e  o f  

the m ain  reason s why we w ere ra ted  

— d ep en d in g  on  who was p a ssin g  

ju d gem en t  —  the top pa v ilio n , 

a m o n g  the top fiv e , o r  a m o n g  the top 

eight o f  the 8 0  p a v ilio n s a n d  a ttra c­

tions there.

As well, u n lik e  m a n y  pavilions, 

o u r  s ta ff  (w ith few  exceptions) w as 

a ll f r o m  the North, so they co u ld  tcdk 

with credibility  a b o u t the exhibits.

b i

t;

In u it ro c k  band o n  X e r o x  stage



S ta ff a n d  s trin g  gam es

a n d  displays, ib is  was u n lik e m a n y  

p a v ilio n s  that re lied  on  locally-hired  

p eo p le  f o r  sta ff

It teas p rim a rily  f o r  these reasons  

that a  p ro fessio n a l exit su rrey  ire  

h a d  co n d u cted  o n  visitor views told  

us that on  a  sca le  o f  o n e  to 10  a  

total o f  l,O i l  visitors selected a t ra n ­

dom  a fter  they left the p a v ilio n  rated  

us on the a v era g e  an S. t out o f  10 — 

well w ithin the ra n g e  o f  "excellent " 

as a n  attraction.

E ven  m o re  fla tterin g , 7-Í p e r  cent 

o f  the p eo p le  su rv ey ed  co n sid ered  o u r  

p a v ilio n  to be better o r  m uch  better  

than the other p a v ilio n s  they h a d  

visited.

So, a ll things considered , w hile we 

co u ld  h ave sa v ed  ourselves a  lot o f  

m o n ey  —  a n d  a v o id ed  a  large p a rt  

o f  o u r  a d d itio n a l u n exp ected  p e rs o n ­

nel expenses  —  by h irin g  sta ff in  

Vancouver, u n d ou b ted ly  we w ould  

not h a v e a ch iev ed  the fr ie n d ly  a n d  

in fo rm a l en v iro n m en t that seem ed  to 

m ea n  so m uch to E xpo 's visitors a n d  

to o u r  success. In  effect, o u r  north ern  

sta ff sa id  as m u ch  a bo u t the N orth as 

o u r  exhibits.

M eanw hile, o u r  excellent cultured  

p ro g ra m  — f r o m  storytellers a n d  

poets to p ip e  b a n d s a n d  throat 

singers  — was o n e  o f  the largest p r o ­

fess io n a l cultured  p ro g ra m s at E xpo  

H(> a n d , a cco rd in g  to E xpo  itself, o n e  

o f  the m ost successful.

A nd  Л И 7  E x p o  has three o f  its c o r ­

p o ra te  /m i lliers to largely  thank f o r  

the success o f  this varied  a n d  co m ­

p reh en siv e  cu ltu ra l p ro g ra m , beca u se  

it teas these p a rtn ers  — Northwest 

te rr ito ria l  Airw ays, HIIC N orthern  

Stores a n d  P a cific  W estern A irlines -— 

that, a m o n g  o th er  things, sp o n so red  

m any o f  the cu ltu red  events.

Nor c a n  we fo r g e t  o u r  flit) 

volunteers on vacation o r  retired  o r  

w orking in II. C. who w orked  gra tis  

with th e  entertainers, ch a tted  with 

visitors in the line-ups, a n d  sta m p ed  

over o n e  m illion Expo passports.

Y e llo w k n ife  Day a t th e  p a v ilio n





Pavilion awards

The 12 ,0 0 0  m anagers o f  C a n a d a 's  

tra ve I a n d  tourism  industry voted the 
N W T  p a v ilio n  the C a n a d i a n  
t o u r i s m  e v e n t o f  th e  y e a r  in  1986.

The C a n a d ia n  W ood Council, the 
n a tio n a l o rg a n iza tio n  o f  o u r  c o un­

t r y ’s forest-products industry associa­

tions, na m e d  the N W T  p a v ilio n  the 

b e s t n e w  b u ild in g  erected in 

C a n a d a  between 19 8 1 a n d  19 8 6  in 
which extensive use o f  wood was 

employed.

A lic e  S ulu k

The Y o rk to n  Short F ilm  a n d  Video 

Fe s tiva l — one o f  C a n a d a 's  fo re m o st 

— a w a rd e d  N W T  E x p o  's fe a tu re  fi l m , 

The Em e rg in g  N o r th : In  Search o f  

B alance, tw o a w a rd s  — a  G olde n 

S heaf f o r  the best m u s ic a l c o m p o s i­

t io n  o n  f i l m  in C a n a d a  in  1986, 

a n d  a  c e r tific a te  o f  m e r it  f o r  the 

film  itself.

P e r fo r m e r  G e o rg e  T u c c a ro



m in u te s  d u t  

m a k e  a t h i r d  o f  
th e  s e c o n d * 

la rg e s t c o u n tr y  
In  th e  w o r l d  

In tim a te .’ * 

Van cou ver Sun 
reviewing the 
p a v ilio n  f i l m .

Marlaknaktuq taima 

takiluangitkaluaktuq 

pikchasoq tam na. 

Canadam 

avaksaraluanga 

qupiplugu angitilanga 

nunakput, ami Canada 

tukliuyuk nunapayanni.

F ilin g  in  to  see p a v ilio n  film

F o r n in e  m onths a  north ern  film  

crew  p a c k e d  a  1 6 m m  F ren ch  A aton  

ca m era  a n d  all it ' accessories across  

the Territories, f r o m  Lake lla z en  to 

Pine Point, fro m  P a n g n irtu n g  to 

N a h an n i, a n d  f r o m  co m m unity  

d a n ces  to o il rigs.

Som etim es the crew  travelled  by  

ca n o e a n d  qa m u tiik , som etim es by  

helicopter, Twin O tter o r  Cessna to 

p ro d u c e  the p riz e-w in n in g  p a v ilio n  

film , The E m erg in g  North: In  Search  

o f  B a la n ce, sp o n so red  by Petro- 

C a n a d a  Resources.

“ The p ro ject w anted  us to do what 

an y  f i lm m a k e r  w ould  love to do  — 

get to the h ea rt o f  the subject  —  the 

spirit o f  the land, ”  said A la n  Booth 

o f  Yellow knife. T he film  w as entirely  

w ritten a n d  co -produced  by  

Y ellow knife F ilm s’ Booth a n d  L anny  

Cooke.

A h a u n tin g  m ix  o f  throat singing  

a n d  synthesized  m u sic  g a v e  voice to 

a  la n d  h a lf  as old  a s  tim e and , as 

on e visitor p u t  it, go o sebu m p s to the 

a u d ien ce .

The l()-m in u te  f ilm  was the f irs t  

fe a t u r e  visitors saw o f  the North a fter  

en te rin g  the pa v ilio n . They sat on  

ben ch es in the d a rk  —  2 5 0  a t a tim e  

—  to ex p erien ce  a  cellu lo id  a d v en ­

tu re  that elic ited  rave review s f r o m  

the visiting m ed ia .

The V a n co u v er Sun g a v e  the N W T  

f i lm  a n d  only two o th er a u d io /v isu a l  

p resen ta tio n s  —  out o f  a b o u t 6 0  a t  

E x p o  —  a  top ra ting o f  f iv e  stars. 

S im ila r a cco la d es ca m e fr o m  The 

G lobe a n d  M ail, V an co u v er P ro v in ce  

a n d  Toronto Star, to n a m e  a  few .  /Is 

well, The E m erg in g  N orth was a m o n g  

a  h a n d fu l o f  E x p o  f ilm s  selected b y  

the B.C. g o v ern m en t to be show n in  a  

g o v ern m en t tra d e  f a i r  f o r  p eo p le  in  

the m otion -p ictu re business f ro m  

a ro u n d  the w orld.

“ The f i lm  elicited  a n  ex tra ­

o rd in a rily  p o sitive response tow ards  

the Northwest T erritories f r o m  the 

fa ir -g o in g  p u b lic  as w ell as exh ib it  

a n d  f ilm  professionals, ” F ra n k  M ayrs

V ~ 'V  Z '1 V '



Musician David Gon

E x h ib its  w e re  v e r y  p o p u la r
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“ . . .  the display 

of the Northwest 
Territories was 
engaging. Its 
appeal lies in 
both Its artistry 
. . . and in its 

I content, 
j including an 

adult discussion 

about hunting, 
with pictures of 
adults without 

, gratuitous and 

! inevitable 
i smiles.”
J P eter P rangnell, 

j C a n a d ia n  

A rchitect 

m aga zin e.

o f  Ottawa, a  crea tiv e  co n su lta n t to 

the pa v ilio n , recently  wrote.

A nd w hen it w as over, a n d  the  

lights ca m e on, a  m irro red  d o o r  eight 

m etres high  sw ung open to let the 

m oviegoers e n te r  the special-effects  

a rea  — the L and sca p e G allery  — 

with its d a zzlin g  im ages o f  a n  im ­

m ense a n d  qu iet landscape.

The L andscape G allery d id  so m ething  

to people.

They w ere only  there f iv e  m in u tes  

befo re they m ov ed  on  to the exhibits.

Hut in that f iv e  m in u tes they felt  

som ething.

Not that they co u ld  a d equ a tely  

describe it. A bout the closest they  

co u ld  co m e w as to call it "som ething  

special. "

That's p ro b a b ly  beca u se the Ciallery 

was d esign ed  not to a p p ea l to their 

intellect bu t th eir feelin gs. A n d  it 

w orked.

The G allery was a  sensory e x ­

p e rien ce  o f  lights, m irro rs, ch a n g in g

so u n d s a n d  h u g e  la n d sca p e m u ra ls  

— with f o u r  kayaks a n d  ca n o es  

f lo a tin g  ' in the fo r e g r o u n d  —  that in  

co n cert took visitors in  a  m a tter o f  

m in u tes  f ro m  the d a w n in g  o f  a  new  

n o rth ern  d a y  to sunset.

“ IT V  w anted p eo p le  to co m e d o se  

to ex p erien cin g  the la n d sca p es they 

h a d  ju s t  seen  in the f ilm , " sa id  ex ­

hibit d esig n er D ave Je n s en  o f  D. 

J e n s e n  a n d  Associates o f  V ancouver. 

"By using m irro rs  a n d  p h o to gra p h s  

(the h u ge  land sca p es w ere d o n e  by a  

p h o to g ra p h er specially  co m m issio ned  

to shoot n o rth ern  scenes on a n  

H-by-K) ca m era )  we co u ld  recrea te  in  

the ga llery  so m e sense o f  the vast 

spa ce y o u  f e e l  in the North. "

S om e p eo p le  stayed beh in d  in the 

G allery while the others w alked on  

into the exhibit a rea . Others ca m e  

back a  seco n d  a n d  th ird  tim e ju s t  to 

ex p erien ce  a g a in  the sensation.

"To be in that sp a ce a lo n e  w as a  

very special ex p erien ce , ” sa id  visitor 

Jo h n  O sburn o f  Vancouver.

Lan dscape G a lle r y  leads to  exh ib its



S ta ff in  retail sales area

Sales w e re  go o d
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Ju zhah nitr’unttheu, 

gwichiivee mlih. Judrn 

giuhit gugwmah^in 

guuveenjit gwunaih. 

Jidii azhit gwizhit 

mtr’iinlu gwichiiwe k'it 

tr'oltsaih. Datthak 

ta'atgwik’etedzugwel-

■>eh.

“This pavilion is 
a triumph of 
imagination, 
integrity and 
belief in the 

sophistication 
and intelligence 

of the audience.” 
Stephen H um e, 

editor, E d m o n to n  

Jo u rn a l.

A n  educ atio na l e xp e rie n c e

A ny veteran o f  w orld exp o sitio ns will 

tell y o u  that p eo p le  do n  t rea d  in 

pavilions, they watch f ilm  o r slides  

a n d  look at p ictures, re a l p eo p le  o r  

objects; but they do n 't read.

H owever, in the S W T  p a v ilio n  

visitors not only  read, they lin ed  up  

to read. What ca p tu red  them in the 

exhibit a rea  w ere the w ords o f  n o rth ­

ern ers  —  ra n d o m  (padations that 

w ere p a rt  o ra l history, p a rt  d rea m s, 

p a rt fru stra tio n s.

O ur exit su rv ey  o f  o v er  1 ,0 0 0  

visitors show ed HI p e r  cen t o f  them  

fo u n d  the p a v ilio n  very inform ative, 

the sa m e p ercen ta g e  fo u n d  it very  in ­

teresting a n d  "2 p e r  cen t sa id  it was 

very im pressive.

M o re  o f  e xh ib it area

The m edia  ca lled  the exhibits  

"pow erful, eloquent " a n d  "a wealth  

o f  unspoken history. " They s a id  it 

was a "to u r o f  the N orth that leaves 

som e eyes moist. "

E xpo  H(> itself s u m m ed  it u p  in the 

co rp o ra tio n 's  a d ju d ica tio n  o f  the ex ­

hibit techniques used  in all p - r  Plions.

Passing ju d gem en t o n  ours. Expo  

w rote: "I'sing short, p o ig n a n t  quotes  

(ju in ted on the exhibit p a n els) teas a  

brilliant way to let the residents o f  

the N W T tell their ow n story, inviting  

the visitor to p a rtic ip a te  in a  w arm  

a n d  often  h u m o ro u s a n d  m ov in g  

dialogue.

These w ords o f  n o rth ern ers g a v e  

new  m ea n in g  to the p h o to gra p h s a n d  

objects on display.

People lo v e d  to to u c h  furs

M eanw hile, o v erh ea d  in the exhibit 

area, stretched in f ra m e s  a n d  Ht up  

by spotlights, scra p ed  m ooseskins  

p re p a r e d  by J a n e  D ra go n  a n d  

Elizabeth Hottrke o f  T ort Smith  

glow ed  like n o m a d ic  tents. C a rib o u  

clothing a n d  b ea d ed  a m a u tiit g a v e  

visitors a new  jterspective on tra d i­

tional cultures. A n d  thanks to 

a n im a l skins b a n g in g  on  the wall, 

visitors w ere a b le  to touch fu r s  (such  

as wolf, w olverine a n d  m uskrat) so 

critica l to the su rv iv a l o f  o u r  h u n tin g  

econom y.
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stay with you.”
B ontii R aines  

Kettner, 

V a n co u v er  

Province.
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A irc ra ft flo a te d  a b o v e  e xh ib its

Twelve bt'U" m odels o f  northern  

a ircra ft, f ro m  the legen d ary  B eav er  

to the m assive H ercules, flew  n e a r  the 

ra fters o f  the p a v ilio n  abo v e the 

C o m in co  m in e  d rift a n d  G ulf's d rill­

ing rig.

The m od el a ircra ft  w ere su p p lied  

by Northwest T errito ria l Airways, 

P a cific W estern A irlines, First Air, 

N o rd a ir, Calm  A ir a n d  Bathurst Inlet 

Lodge.

N W T  Fxpo  is also g ra te fu l to the 

fo llo w in g  co rp o ra tio n s f o r  the p ro v i­

sion o f  exhibits: Hsso R esources  

C a n a d a  Ltd., (d rill stem ); G u lf  

C a n a d a  Ltd., (a rtific ia l island  drill­

ing rig a n d  m od el ships); H BC  

N orthern  Stores, (furs); C om inco, 

N orthern  G roup, (m o d el m in e  drift); 

A rctic T ransportation  Ltd., (m o d el  

ships); C ape D orset Co-op (In u it  

scu lp tu re); a n d  the Balshein fa m ily  

f o r  its f in e  ca rv in gs collection.

P a u l A n d rew  o f  Inuvik  was asked  i f  

h e h a d  som ething to say a b o u t the 

North to p eo p le in the south.

“ Tell those p eo p le  dow n south, i f  

you get a cha n ce, to co m e up h ere  

a n d  see it f o r  y o u rs e lf  — enjoy  it. "

.1 sm iling P aid  a n d  his in fo rm a l  

invitation w ere p a rt o f  the ' Faces " 

a u dio-visual show  as y o u  ca m e out 

o f  the exhibit a rea . The slide show  

teas s/xm so red  by P etro-C anada  

Resources.

"l aces " was m a d e up o f  p o rtra its  

a n d  a cco m p a n y in g  com m en ts f ro m  

bush pilots, hunters, clerics, co m ­

m un ity  leaders, roughnecks, b ro a d ­

casters. elders, poets a n d  ju s t  abo u t  

every other category  o f  n o rtherner. 

F a ch  sfioke with h u m o r a n d  passion  

a bo u t their N orth  — a bo u t land  

claim s, tra p p in g  a n d  language, 

a bo u t six weeks in a n d  six  weeks out, 

a bo u t the past a n d  about the fu tu re , 

a b o u t the la n d  a n d  a bo u t the people.

A w riter f o r  the V a n co u v er Sun  

ca lled  the 20 -m in u te  show “sim ple  

a n d  hau nting , a  lovely p iece, but the 

p a rt  I liked was that the a u d ien ce  sits 

on bou lders ra th er than chairs. "

E n g ro s s e d  in “ I'a ces”  slide s h o w



Dene women in 
the gift shop 

who speak In 
whispers and 

had to fly 5,000 
miles to get 
here.”
P eter M cM artin, 

V a n co u v er Sun.

Dene ts’él| úzhag(|li, 

sylae lerml dech| 

gots'çh ejoh nlggde, 

kô, t'ahsli megháodendi 

naçndih mhzhçh tapie 

elets‘£ zháogindeh, 

kaondlh á segha nezy.

A bout the tim e the p a v ilio n  to p p ed  

the on e m illio n -v isito r mark', its gift  

shop rea ch ed  SI m illion  in sales, By 

the tim e F xp o  was over, sales w ould  

reach  S / J  m illion

What w as especially im pressive  

a bo u t the shop's rev en u e was that 

m a n y  o f  the item s w ere expensive.

"W e're not selling p o rk  a n d  

beans. " n its h o ir sales m a n a g er  

(leo rg e  l-errand  p u t it. "People have  

to think when they sp en d  S ,) ‘i<) n n  

sealskin p a rk a s a n d  h u n d red s  o f  

dollars on  soapstone carvings. "  

Virtually every item su p p lied  by  

1()2  businesses in  /6 N\\ Г co m ­

m un ities  sold  well, f r o m  p a v ilio n  

p in s  to b ea d ed  m ukluks  — 2 j 0  

p ro d u ct lines in all. Collectors 

sco o p ed  up  u n iq u e  item s fro m  a  r a b ­

bit a n d  w olverine p a rk a  to thousands

‘ ‘ Fac e s”  slide s h o w  w as a hit

o f  copies o f  "Arctic C om ic, ”  the 

o rig in a l n o rth ern  co m ic book by  

illustrator Nick B u rn s o f  R ankin  

Inlet.

The H B C  N orthern  Stores lo a n ed  

the p a v ilio n  the ca b in etry  it n eed ed

f o r  displays a n d  p ro v id ed  w arehous­

in g  sp ace in a d jo in in g  B u rn a b y  f o r  

the storage o f  m erchandise.

T ra d itio n a l clo th in g  o n  d is p lay

/■ or m a n y  shoppers it was a  first  

look at (jiviut. a m usko x  

"cashm ere" km it ted into scarves a n d  

tarns. Seal leather p u rses  — a  new  

p ro d u ct  — sold out. D em a n d  led  to 

qu ick  p ro d u ctio n  o f  a  p a v ilio n  video  

m id  cassette tapes o f  "Echoes o f  the 

N orthland. ’ ’ the o rig in a l so u n d sca p e  

f o r  the la n d s c a p e  C allery

"Sales rea d y  p ic k e d  up on a n y  

item  b ein g  dem onstrated . " sa id  F er­

ra n d . re ferrin g  to the rotating  

d em on stra tio n s by artists f r o m  the 

f iv e  regions o f  the N W T  on the shop's  

P ro ducers  ' Stage.

"O nce p eo p le  saw the work a n d  the 

skill w hich go es into a  piece, they  

co u ld  a p p recia te  its value, ”  sa id  

Ferra n d .

F erra n d  sa id  the p a v ilio n  "s d e ­

m a n d  f o r  n o rthern  g o o d s h a d  the 

b en eficia l effect in the north o f  sp a rk ­

ing the crea tio n  o f  m a n y  new  

p ro d u cts  in the IS  m onths b e fo re  

E xpo  opened . Out o f  this ca m e such  

diverse n o rth ern -m a d e item s as
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“Well, how do 

you like Canada 
so far?”
E xpo  visitor to a n  

N W T  g u id e .

H jdú  gots'£ deri *>ehda 

cançda sú negha 

gonezç?

?eyi Ex p o  gots’£ 

denéhl) xáhtá k'fnadai 

9eyi húhdá gots'ç dene 

•>екф ■>eghálayeda 

goghp dahudehke 

yà^ahçt’e.

sealskin m osquitos, co m ic  books a n d  

p o stcards  l.v well, sa id  the fo r m e r  

lo n g t im e  Hay executive. the p a v i l i o n  

ga v e m a n y  o f  these p ro ducts, a n d  

others f r o m  the north, exp o su re  to the 

in tern a tio n a l m a rk etp la ce  f o r  the 

first time.

"It 's this k in d  o f  ex p o su re  that 

leads to n a tio n a l a n d  in tern a tio n a l  

interest, contacts a n d  sales, ’ ' sard  

E errand .

The V a n co u v er Sun ca lled  the S W T  

gift shop sim ply the best at Expo.

Bert Try, w in n er in August o f  a 

fa m ily  trip to Yellow knife a n d  

C o p p erm in e  as the p a v il io n ’s 

m illionth  visitor, h a d  o n e  qu estio n : 

“ Can we leave to m o rro w r“

Bert, w ife M a rlen e a n d  their

l.i-year-old  son got their wish — via 

A ir C a n a d a  a n d  Sorthw est T erri­

t o r i a l  Airw ays.

"  7  w ant to go  there, ' That 's what 

m ost p eo p le  sa id  w hen they ca m e out 

o f  the p a v ilio n ,  "  a cco rd in g  to travel 

desk co -o rd in a to r Cynthia Mallon.

"Most p eo p le  knew  r t- r y  little about  

the SW T , but they su re w anted  to 

know  m ore, ”  Cynthia said.

The travel-desk co m plex , with its 

h u g e  d isplay m ap, teas the last 

attraction  befo re  visitors left the 

in terio r  o f  the pav ilio n .

A bout " 4 ,0 0 0  E xp lo rers ' C uides  

a n d  in fo rm a tio n  kits w ere d istributed  

to visitors. The dom estic a n d  in te rn a ­

tio n a l press w ere g iv en  l " ,0 0 0  m edia  

kits, which in c lu d ed  travel a n d  

alt fa ctio n  in fo rm a tio n . \’o lun leers

A n o t h e r  part o f  retail sales area

N o r th e r n  s ta ff lik e d  m e e tin g  people

h a n d ed  out N 00 .000  p o stca rd s m a d e  

f r o m  dra w in gs by S W T  school- 

children . They invited  visitors to 

write a n d  tell them  how  they liked  the 

pavilion.

Sorthw est T erritoria l A irw ays a n d  

the no rth 's six  tourism  zo n e  associa­

tions p ro v id ed  s ta ff  f o r  the travel
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ĸ j  T h e  p a v illo n  s p o p u la r ir a v c l desk

• i desk, the T ourism  Industry  A ssocia­

tion of the V U 7  p ro v id ed  the display  

m ap  of the S W T  a n d  the desk

a com plex, in c lu d in g  a  co m p u ter  on

» ’ which sp ecific  tra re l in fo rm a tio n

co u ld  he p ro v id ed  on request, a n d  the 

i very p o p u la r  stuffed  p o la r  h ea r a n d

m usko x d o n a ted  by H aw kins T axi­

derm ists Ltd.

A cco rd in g  to the scien tific exit 

su rrey  co n d u cted  fo r  us by  C a n a d ia n  

;< Facts, i J  p e r  cent o f  the visitors to

■ the p a v ilio n  w ere fro m  II. C ,  2 0  p e r

cent f r o m  elsew here in C a n a d a ,  J -1

шШШ

p e r  cent fro m  the w estern II.S., 10  

p e r  cent fro m  o th er p a rts o f  the U.S. 

a n d  o n e p e r  cent f r o m  the rest o f  the 

w orld.

T hree-quarters o f  the p eo p le  

su rv ey ed  sa id  they w ere m o re  in ­

terested in visiting the S W T  as a 

result o f  what they lea rn ed  in the 

p a v ilio n .

“O ur n u m b er-o n e  reason  f o r  g o in g  

to Fxp o  was to heighten  non-resident  

a w a ren ess o f  the Northw est T erri­

tories, “ sa id  Alan ' a u gh a n , p a v ilio n  

d ep u ty  com m issio ner. “ T here  / 

solutely no doubt that we a d m ira b ly  

a ch iev ed  this goal, a n d  not only  

a m o n g  those who visited the p a v ilio n  

b u t also a m o n g  the m illions (w ound  

the w orld who m ust have rea d  a n d  

h e a rd  a n d  seen  us through  o v er­

w helm ing m ed ia  attention. ”

The resid u a ! effect o f  a ll this e x ­

p o su re, he added , is b o u n d  to ba v e a  

b en efic ia l im pact on  tourism  in the 

north.

C a r v e r  S o n n y  M a c D o n a ld

“ Travel experts teP us this k in d  o f  

ex p o su re  is u n d en ia b ly  lin k ed  to in ­

crea sed  to u rism ,"  V aughan  said. 

“ O ur p res en ce  at Fxp o , co m b in ed  

with an  aggressive industry  a n d  

g o v ern m en t m ark etin g  p ro g ra m , will 

p ro d u c e  steadily-rising tourist fig u r e s  

o v er the n ext several years. ”

■ •* iÍ M
i s §

W \ r .



P a v ilio n  e n te rta in e r Bruce Fin la v s n n
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“We cannot 

forget the
I message and the

; dilemma of
I balance and
j change that you
i
j face.”

visitor Jo h n  

Hittdle,

K elow na, B.C.
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Kelowna, B.C.

"With V a n co u v er b ein g  the b irth p la ce  

o f  sev era l en v iro n m en ta l g ro u p s, 

fra n k ly  we exp ected  so m e p eo p le  to 

object to the h u n tin g  a n d  tra p p in g  

d o n e in the Sorti), " sa id  D oug  

Stew art o f  the T errito ria l g o v e rn ­

m ent 's d ep a rtm en t o f  ren ew a ble  

resources.

As it tu rn ed  out, few  p eo p le  did.

As a m atter o f  fact, a cco rd in g  to 

the go v ern m en t w ildlife o fficers  who 

a n sw ered  questions at the R enew able  

Resources tent there was  — a m o n g  

the p a v ilio n  visitors  — w idespread  

support f o r  subsistence use o f  

wildlife.

The s ta ff  was also su rp rised  at the 

p o w erfu l attraction that f u r  pelts  h a d  

b a n g in g  on the w ildlife tent.

"They acted like a  m agnet, " sa id  

Stewart.

Stew art felt that the tent's location  

on the P acific W estern Plaza n e a r  the 

p a v ilio n 's  exit p ro b a b ly  helped  

crystalize the p a v ilio n  exp erien ce .

In fo r m a tio n  desk

“It g a v e  p eo p le  a ch a n ce  to talk to 

w ildlife officers who w ork in the f ie ld  

about what they h a d  ju s t  seen in the 

p a v ilio n . Som e (m istakenly) thought 

species such as ca ribo u , m u sk o x a n d  

p o la r  b e a r  w ere en d a n g ered , a n d  

they w ere im pressed  with the w ildlife  

m a n a gem en t w ork bein g  done. ”

C a n a d ia n  a u th o r a n d  jo u rn a list  

Peter C. N ew m an was intrigu ed  by  

the new  ta n n ed  sea! lea th er p ro d u cts  

— briefcases, etc  — f o r  sale in the 

pa v ilio n , a n d  the red-dyed  sealskin  

chesterfield ch airs a n d  grey-dyed  

sealskin co ffee  tables in the upstairs  

C ov en to r's  Lounge.

S e a lskin-le a the r d ia ir s  an d tables

R e n e w a b le  Resources le nt

M u s k o x w as p o p u la r w ith  kids
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mukluks?”
visitor in the 

p a v ilio n

resta u ra n t, Icicles.

Icicles re s ta uran t w as fair fa v o rite

“ The (fu rn itu re )  prototypes a re  

stan d in g  up very w ell,"  Vew ntan was 

told by Robert (H ob) H ornal. H o rn a l, 

a  fo r m e r  NW'T resident, w as in  

ch a rge  o f  p ro m o tio n  o f  eco n o m ic  

dev elop m en t f o r  the pa v ilio n . With 

the su p p o rt a n d  initiative o f  G eorge  

W hitm an, p u b lic  a ffa irs m a n a g e r  o f  

the HHC N orthern  Stores, m a n y  

overseas business contacts w ere  

established at E xpo  a n d  n u m ero u s  

serious en q u iries  abo u t new  m arkets  

exploited, especially reg a rd in g  

sealskin. These a re  now  b ein g  

fo llo w ed  u p  by The Hay a n d  the 

go v ern m en t 's d ep a rtm en t o f

M u c h  o f  the re s ta u ra n t w as  o u td o o rs

««amewiwwinwww---

S m o k e d  ch ar

eco n o m ic  d ev elop m en t a n d  tourism .

What with the v irtual collapse o f  

the in tern a tio n a l sealskin m arket, 

a n d  the resultant hardship  o n  A rctic  

hunters, on e o f  the p a v ilio n 's  aim s  

was to develop interest a m o n g  the 

business co m m u n ity  in the d ev elop ­

m en t o f  a lternative sealskin m arkets; 

h en ce  the fu r n it u r e  prototypes.

The V a n co u v er S un 's f o o d  w riter  

ca lled  Icicles the second-best 

resta u ra n t on  the E xpo  site a fter  

Czechoslovakia's, a  rem a rk a b le  a c­

co lad e when y o u  co n sid er the n u m b e r  

a n d  variety o f  eating p la ces a t E xpo  

a n d  the fa c t  so m e co u ntries sent their  

cu lin a ry  elite to the w orld's fa ir .

W estern Living m a ga zin e  w ent 

even fu rth er . "Look f o r  the fa i r 's  best 

f o o d  at the Northwest T erritories  

p a v ilio n . "

A n d  Alaska A irlines m a g a z in e  

co m m en ted : . . the m ost en ticin g

m en u  ! 've seen  is f ro m  the Northwest 

Territories p a v ilio n . "

fc b I
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C o o k  Sarah T e y a



Icicles also was rated  the best ex­

otic g am e fo o d  restaurant not only  

a t Hxpo but in the whole o f  

Vancouver.

And a  Victoria rad io  station  — 

polling its listeners by phone  — 

fo u n d  the m ajority o f  them singled 

out the NWT p av ilion  an d  especially  

Icicles as the highlight o f  their visit.

Line-ups in the restaurant were 

stan dard  and. at times, surprised  

diners found themselves eating  

upstairs in the (iovernor's Lounge 

because there were no empty tables in 

that p a rt  o f  the restaurant inside the 

p av ilion  or in its outer h a l f  on the 

P acific  Western Airlines p laza.

When the last m uskox burger h ad  

been served o f f  the ou tdoor grill, 

to ta l sales by the restaurant were 

S I.85 m illion during the life o f  the 

fa ir .

There was m uskox  — the top-selling 

item  — reindeer, an d  countless Arctic 

ch ar an d  whitefish. They p roved  

northern fo o d s  could be just as  

p o p u la r  in the south. One visitor 

even tried to o rder a  "muskrat 

burger. ”

In total, 45,000 appetizers were 

sold, 90,000 meals, 30,000 desserts 

a n d  200,000 drinks.

Restaurant m an ager Don Anderson 

credited  the northern menu developed  

by Swiss-trained ch e f Marcus 

B urkhard  as the m ain reason f o r  the 

restau ran t’s success.

"Icicles also got a  lot o f  in terna­

tion al press a n d  pu b lic  attention by 

using 10,000-year-old iceberg chunks 

in drinks, ” sa id  Anderson. "When 

p eo p le  realize they're drinking

Ш г ,

som ething o lder than the Pharoahs, 

they're intrigued. ”  Icicles went 

through  3 'v tonnes o f  it. Pacific  

Western Airlines flew  gratis to Hxpo 

the tons o f  ice cut from  a  berg n ear  

Resolute.

The restaurant s t a f f  o f  "O north­

erners som etim es seem ed to spend as  

m uch time answ ering questions — 

"Are you from  the bannock tribe?" 

— as serving food .

It was tim e well spent, according  

to Ann Rees o f  The Province, Van­

couver's m orning newspaper.

"You c a n  go hom e again  at the 

Icicles restaurant, ”  she wrote.

‘ ‘Friendly s ta ff  an d  quality fo o d  

honestly p rep ared  gives a  sense o f  

old-fashioned, frontier-style hom e  

cooking  — with a  dash o f  f la ir .  ” 

Said Anderson: "After surviving 

Expo, the s t a f f  w ill be ab le  to handle  

any  restaurant jo b  in the North. ”

The restaurant 's p rim e w aterfront 

view overlooking Hxpo p roved  a  big  

draw . Icicles catered  to capacity  

crow ds ordering such drinks as 

M ackenzie Breakups an d  H erman  

Nelsons right up ’til midnight.

Correspondent P aul Lasley o f  the 

Los Angeles Times concluded: "A 

late d inner here tim ed to end with 

the nightly firew orks display is a
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receiving us so 
hospitably at 
your pavilion. 
For us Austrians, 

(It) provided us 
with the first 
glimpse of what 
the Canadian 

Arctic is all 
about.”

Otto Ditz,

A ustrian Em bassy, 

Ottawa.
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A Satuti A rab ia n  p r im e , b illio n a ire  

p u b lish er  M alcolm  Il.rbes, P rim e  

M inister B rian  M nlroney, Jo h n  

T urn er, i d  llroadbent, P ierre  

i r u d e a u , Jo h n  i iu e o iiu , l.dn -m ie, 

M ichael /. Pox, Shirley M ad.(tine, 

hockey ’s l.anny  M cD onald a n d  P  S. 

te lev is io n ’s le d  K oppel a re  ju st  a  Jew  

o f the 2 ,0 0 0  ViPs who sign ed  the 

XW T guest hook in the upstairs  

( it tre m o r  s lo u n ge .

T h t  G o v e r n o r 's  l.o un pe

The presid en ts o f  A ir C a n a d a  a n d  

co m m u n ica tio n s  g ia n t W a rn er Bros., 

the ch a irm a n  o f  ev en -b igger (ien era l  

Motors, m em bers o f  P arliam ent, a rch ­

bishops a n d  in tern a tio n a l leaders  

f r o m  every  country  rep resen ted  at 

E x p o  H(> were a m o n g  those who ex ­

p e r ie n c e d  northern  hospitalit y f irs t­

h a n d .

"W e alw ays in c lu d ed  the  A U  7 '  on 

o u r  very im portant VIP tours, "  said  

P a t Prior, a d m in istrato r o f  o fficia l 

visits f o r  Expo HÙ. "W hen p eo p le  

p h o n e d  with specific requests o f

S haring  cu ltures

p a v ilio n s they ’d  like to see, 7 5  p e r  

cent o f the tim e they a sk ed  f o r  the

\W T. "

The ( ,’<trem o r's  L ou n ge  — n a m ed  

after the IIBC S o rth ern  Stores 

beca u se o f  their substantial su p p o rt  

o f  the p a v ilio n  — served  not only  as 

a spectacular, elevated  VIP reception  

centre overlooking the T.xftu site, but 

also a s a u n iq u e  m eeting p la ce  fo r  

the p a v ilio n  's .V) co rp o ra te  p a rtn ers  

a n d  sponsors. O ver JO b o a rd  

m eetings, sem inars, recep tio n s a n d  

d in n ers  were hosted in the lo u n ge  to 

intro d u ce p eo p le to the p o ten tia l o f  

doing business with o r in the XWT.

One of the o u tstanding co m m ercia l  

p ro m o tio n s o f  the p a v ilio n  was the 

m a jo r fu r  fashion show sp o n so red  by  

The Bay. The in tern a tio n a l c o m m u n i­

ty, a lo n g  with m edia  f r o m  a ro u n d  

the w orld, tu rn ed  out to see top  

m odels display som e o f  the best f u r  

coats a n d  jackets fashion  has to 

"ffcr.

A  b o a t-tr ip  dance o n  E x p o ’ s N W T  D a y
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“ Nunatlanüut 

tautuqtittiviat 

pimmaringnighauyuq 

maniglij atuqtat 

akikinighaupluni." 

Vancouver Province

“Best pavilion 
with the lowest 
budget: North­

west Territories.”
V a n couver

Province.

h imi ш.. - j ? ’  » e .

W hile S W T  Tx/to req u ired  a n  in ­

vestm ent o f  SI  / . ~ m illion, in c lu d in g  

S i t m illion  fro m  sponsors in  m on ey  

a n d /o r  d o n a ted  services, the net cost 

o f  the p a v ilio n  to the T erritoria l  

go v ern m en t (after revenues a n d  assets 

re tu rn ed  n o rth) was S 6 .j  m illion.

H ow ever, Txpo cost the p eo p le  o f  

the north  relatively little in term s o f  

m otley  — a bo u t S I. I m illion  — 

b eca u se  S 5 .2  m illion o f  this S 6 .J  

m illio n  was spent on n o rth ern  

business a n d  on the salaries o f  n o rth ­

e rn e rs  a n d  northern  en te rta in ers / 

d em on stra to rs em p lo y ed  by S W T  

T xpo .

W hile a com plete f in a n c ia l  e x ­

p la n a tio n  o f  what Tx/to cost the SW ’l  

is co n ta in ed  elsew here in this book, 

the 5 6 ..j m illion  spent in the north  is 

b ro k en  dow n as follow s:

5 1.7 5 0 .0 0 0  : sa laries o f  n o rth ern

em ployees;

S 8 3 0 ,0 0 0  : p u rch a se  o f  n o rth ern  

arts a n d  crafts;

S 4 5 0 ,0 0 0  : p u rch a se  o f  n o rth ern  

country  fo o d s;

S 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  : northern

transportation ;

$  3 1 0 ,0 0 0  : salaries o f  n o rth ern

entertain ers/p erfo rm ers ,

a n d

5 1 .7 6 0 .0 0 0  : goods/services o f

northern  suppliers, a n d  

m iscellaneous expenses. 

A n d  the m edia , in m ak in g  f i n a n ­

c ia l com parisons betw een w hat Txpo  

cost us a n d  others, variously d e ­

sc rib ed  o u r  pa v ilio n  as "relatively 

in e x p e n s iv e"  (M a clea n ’s, Sept. I); 

a n d  "inexpensive  "  (C a n a d ia n  A rchi­

tect m aga zin e). A th ird  m a g a z in e

called  it a n  inexpensiv e trium ph.  ”  

M eanw hile, P eter M cM artin in the 

V a n co u v er Sun said: ‘ 7  like it that 

the S W T , with a p o p u la tio n  o f  only

5 0 ,0 0 0  sca ttered  ov er a  th ird  o f  the 

la n d  m ass o f  a ll C an ad a , co u ld  

throw its heart a n d  soul into  

som ething, a n d  with its h u m b le  fin a n ­

cial re s o u rc e s  p ro d u c e  what is o n e  o f  

the m ost evocative a n d  p ro fessio n a l  

p a v ilio n s  in the fa ir .  ”

"O ur budget wasn 't the sm allest at 

Txpo, b u t it ivasn  7  the largest 

either, " sa id  Alan Vaughan, p a v ilio n  

deputy com m issioner. "K eep in g  in 

m in d  w e ha d  to co m pete with 

nations such as the CSSII, USA,

T rance, the p ro v in ces a n d  sev era l 

m a jo r co rp o ra tio n s  with a n n u a l  

budgets exceed in g  the en tire  y ea rly  

budget o f  o u r go v ern m en t, a n d  w ere 

very successful in d o in g  so, / think  

o u r  b u d get was realistic a n d  

responsible. ' ’

S ta ff and c o m m u n ity  flags



N .W .T .  Pa vilion Pro ject 
R e ve n u e s  and Ex p e n d itu re s  by F is c a l Pe riod  

T o  D e ce m b e r 3 1 , 1986

R E V E N U E S 1964/85 1985/86
(u n a u d ite d )

19 88 /8 7
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T o ta l

P ro je c t
Retail S a l e s ........................................................................................... $ 0.00 $ 1,082.45 $ 1,292,041.74 $ 1,293,124.19
R estaurant S a le s ............................................................................. 0.00 150.00 1,854,486.00 1,854,636.00
C orporate D o n a tio n s ................................................................... 50,000 00 390,000.00 307,500.00 747,500.00
Acc om m odatio n R ec ove ry .................................................. 0.00 26,956.00 165,945.00 192,901.00
Entertainm ent R e c o v e r y ......................................................... 0.00 0.00 118,931.69 118,931.69
Capital Recoveries ...................................................................... 0.00 0.00 98,753.36 98,753.36
O th e r ........................................................................................................... 0.00 5,225.00 196,768.63 203,993.63

Subtotal $ 50000.00 $ 423,413.45 $ 4,036,426.22 $ 4,509,639.67

O P E R A T I O N S  A N D  M A I N T E N A N C E

P R O J E C T  S T A R T  U P
B u sine ss Opportunities ........................................ $ 450,278.20 $ 561,505.03 - $ 1,011,783.23
M arketing O p p o rtu n itie s ........................................ 0.00 19,197.45 - 19,197.45

E X H I B I T R Y  R E L A T E D  O P E R A T I O N S
Cultural P ro g ra m s ......................................................... - $ 69,868.15 $ 583,543.03 $ 653,411.18
M arketing/Visitors S e r v i c e s .............................. - 10,388.76 342,478.13 352,866.89
Pavilion O p eratio ns .................................................. - 119,098.01 1,314,181.45 1,433,279.46

R E S T A U R A N T  O P E R A T I O N S
Restaurant O p e ra tio n s ............................................ - $ 217,927.93 $ 1,577,222.82 $ 1,795,150.75

R E T A I L  O P E R A T I O N S
Retail O p e r a t io n s ......................................................... - $ 632,952.43 $ 970,790.98 $ 1,603,743.41

P R O J E C T  T E R M I N A T I O N
Site Rehabilitation ..................................................... - - $ 0.00 $ 0.00
Project R ec ords ............................................................ - - 0.00 0.00

Subtotal Operations $ 450,278.20 $ 1,630,937.76 $ 4,788,216.41 $ 6,869,432.37

C ap ital E x p e n d it u r e s ................................................................ $ 414,00000 $ 3,220,957.94 $ 564,214.46 $ 4,199,172.40

N e t Exp e n d itu re s of the p r o je c t..................................... ( $814,278.20) ( $4,428,482.25) ( $1,316,004.65) J L $6,558,765.10)

R e m a in in g  V a lu e  o f A s s e ts
T ra n s fe rre d  b y  P ro je c t (Note 1 ) ................................. - - $ 453,956.76 _$_ 453,956.76

A d ju s te d  N e t C o s t  o f th e  P ro je c t
to  th e  G N W T ....................................................................................... ( $814,278.20) ( $4,428,482.25) ( $862,047.89) _ L : $6,104,808.34)

Value of donated/loaned goods a nd  services . - - $ 660,000.00 $ 660,000.00

Investment in the project (Note 4 ) .............................. - - - $ 11,728,604.77



N .W .T .  E x p o  86 Pro je c t
O p e ra tin g  R e s u lts  b y O p e ra tin g  S e g m e n t — Ail Y e a rs  

T o  D e cem b e r 3 1 , 1986 
(U na udite d)

R E V E N U E S O p e ra tio n s R e ta il R e s ta u ra n t T o t a l
Sales ........................................................................................................... $ 0.00 $ 1,293,124.19 $ 1,854,636.00 $ 3,147,760.19
D o n a tio n s ................................................................................................. 747,500.00 0.00 0.00 747,500.00
Accom m odation R e c o v e rie s ............................................... 192,90100 0.00 0.00 192,901.00
Entertainm ent R e c o v e rie s ...................................................... 110,931.69 0.00 0.00 118,931.69
Capital Recoveries ....................................................................... 46,706.54 6,190.40 45,856.42 98,753.36
O t h e r ........................................................................................................... 95,493.63 108,500.00 0.00 203,993.63

Subtotal $ 1,201,532.76 $ 1,407,814.59 $ 1,900,492.42 $ 4,509,839.77

Cost of G o o d s  Available for
Sale .............................................................................................................. $ 0.00 $ 997,529.30 $ 874,540.04 $ 1,872,069.34
C o n trib u tio n ........................................................................................... $ 1,201,532.76 $ 410,285.29 $ 1,025,952.38 $ 2,637,770.43

E X P E N S E S
Salaries and B e n e fits ................................................................ $ 1,274,250.31 $ 381,410.95 $ 705,756.90 $ 2,361,418.16
Travel and T ra n s p o rta tio n ...................................................... 298,240.22 27,217.06 8,492.77 333,950.05
Material and S u p p lie s ................................................................ 289,213.48 36,822.39 52,708.54 378,744.41
Purchased Services ................................................................... 350.005.56 12,104.29 6,421.25 368,531.10
Utilities and P h o n e ....................................................................... 111,099.90 0.00 0.00 111,099.90
Contract S e r v i c e s .......................................................................... 825,610.37 9,106.26 8,352.45 843,569.08
Fees and Paym e nts ................................................................... 141,022.68 111,374.30 90,912.73 343,309.71
O t h e r ........................................................................................................... 181,095.69 28,178.86 47,466.07 256,740.62

Subtotal — Direct C osts $ 3,470,538.21 $ 606,214.11 $ 920,610.71 $ 4,997,363.03

Capital C o s t s ....................................................................................... $ 4,199,172.40 - - $ 4,199,172.40

Results of O p e ra tio n s ................................................................ ( $6,468,177.85) ( $195,928.82) $ 105,341.67 ( $6,558,765.10)

Value of Assets R eturned (Note 1) ........................... $ 370,156.76 7,800.00 76,000.00 _ $ _ 453,956.76

Adjusted N e t Contribution ( C o s t ) .................................. ( $6,098,021.11) ( $188,128.82) $ 181,341.67 ( $6,104,808.34)

Value of donated/loaned goods a nd  services . $ 660,000.00 _ _ $ 660,000.00

Investment in the project (No te 4 ) ............................... - - - $ 11,728,604.77

Notes to statements

1. Pavilion assets transferred back to the government have been valued at 60 per cent of their original cost, 
excluding freight.

2. The ‘‘Results of Operations" for the Retail and Restaurant includes only direct costs. There are no overhead 
allocations (e.g.: incremental capital cost, administration).

3. Some estimates have been used to prepare these reports (e.g.: final salary costs, some asset costs). All 
material transactions are included or estimated. Not all transactions have been recorded on F.I.S. at the time of 
preparation of this report.

4. Investment in the project reflects the total value of all services and goods donated or purchased by our cor­
porate partners in the construction and operation of the pavilion.



“ I am very 

proud that wc 
are a part of this 
and share in the 
pride all 
Involved have.” 
C.A.L. M orberg, 

President,

Calm  A ir.

“ ?edën nuwexél si 

beghy hásdi-u, barely y 

9elk’ízé beghp hôôdi 

húnédi 9at’e."

C .A .L .  Morberg, 

President, Calm A ir.

H ow  big  a  ro le  did the p riv a te  sector 

p la y  in the V U  "/’ pavilion!'

Pavilion C o m m ission er G eo rge  

B ra d en  su m m ed  it u p  at the o ffic ia l  

o p en in g  cerem o n y  on April 2 1 . l')H6.

“ Without the support o f  o u r  c o r­

p o ra te  p a rtn ers  a n d  sponsors we 

w ould  not be h ere at Fxpo  Hú. “ 

Thirty-nine “p a rtn ers  in p ro g ress ' 

ra n g in g  fro m  interna tio n a l m in in g  

a n d  oil co rp o ra tio ns to a irlin es  a n d  

sm a ll north ern  tourist operators, 

show ed their co m m itm en t to the 

N orth to the tu n e  o f  SÍ..P J m illio n  in 

cash, lo a n ed  exhibits a n d  services  

a n d  equ ip m en t.

C o r p o r a t e  p a r t n e r s

C om inco , N orthern  C ro u p ; H u d so n 's  

Bay C om pany, N orthern Stores; 

Northwest T erritoria l A irw ays; Petro- 

C a n a d a  R esources; a n d  P acific  

W estern A irlines.

C o r p o r a t e  s p o n s o r s

A rctic T ransportation  Ltd.; B athurst 

Inlet Lodge; Hi Hr ite-N ightingale Ltd.; 

B o m b a rd ier  In c. Calm  A ir L td .; CBC, 

N orthern  Service; C a n a  retie Sh ip p in g  

Co. Ltd.; City o f  Yellow knife; D aoust 

C onstruction Ltd .; Tsso R esources 

C a n a d a  Ltd.; P ederal N avigation  

Ltd.; First Air, G en eral Business 

F o rm s Ltd.; C M C  (Y ellow k n ife  

M otors); G u lf C a n a d a  Ltd.; H aw kins  

Taxiderm ists Ltd . , In terp ro v in cia l  

Pipe Lines L td .; Lavai in In co rp .; 

Y a m a h a  C a n a d a  a n d  n o rthern  

d ea lers ; Mark A nthony G roup (Mis­

sion Hill); N o rd a ir L td .; Northw esTel; 

O utcrop Ltd.; Phillips In fo rm a tio n  

System s; P olar Gas P roject , R o lan d

M usic Co. Ltd .; RCMP “ G " D ivision , 

Strathcona  M ineral Services Ltd.; 

T oronto-D om inion  Bank. 

Y ellow knife; lo w e r  A rctic Ltd.;

1 reclin e T ra p p in gs ; W ardair; a n d  

Marshall. M acklin, M onaghan  Ltd.

K id s c o u ld  p re te n d  on s n o w m o b ile s

R e s tau ran t to o k  in  S I .4  m illio n

W h a t  w e r e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  E x p o  t o  

t h e  N W T ?

■ In ju st u n d e r  s ix  m onths the N W T  

p a v ilio n  attra cted  m o re  positive  

exp o su re  f o r  the N orth in the rest o f



E x p o  86 ts'$ вфтЬа lç 

k ’eho|wo, haàniko 

Northwest Territories 

wet'à зфтЬа lç 

edegehtsy.

“ Expo 86 . . . 
participants are
b e g i n n i n g  t o  a d d  

u p  t h e  f a i r ’ s 

l o n g - t e r m  e c o n o ­

m i c  p a y o u t s ,  a n d  

n e a r  t h e  t o p  o f  

t h e  l i s t  o f  s a tis ­

f i e d  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  

is  th e  t r a n s l u c e n t  

p a v i l i o n  o f  t h e  

N o r t h w e s t  

T e r r i t o r i e s . ’ ’

P eter New m an, 

M aclean  's 

m a ga zin e.

A ll o u r  cultures w e re  at l:\ p o

the w orld than the N orth has received  

in a n y  single p erio d  o f  its history. 

A nd the fact the 1 2 ,0 0 0  m a n a g ers  o f  

the co u n try  's travel ind u stry  n a m ed  

us the tourism  event o f  the year in 

C a n a d a  suggests o ur p ro m o tio n a l  

efforts to tel! the true stor y o f  the 

North a n d  its a sp ira tio n s w ere abo u t  

as successful a s they co u ld  h ave been .

This non-resident a w a ren ess o f  the 

NW’T anti what w e're really like was 

the n u m b er-o n e  objective o f  Y U  7  

Expo an d , in o u r  o p in io n  —  given  

the m ed ia  attention a n d  reaction, 

atul the record-setting crow ds who 

ca m e to visit us a n d  th eir su rv ey ed  

response  — was overw helm ingly  

achieved.

■ It is estim ated  that the m edia  

co v era ge a ro u n d  the w orld  f o r  the 

Northwest Territories  —  p rin t, ra d io  

a n d  television  —  was worth in the 

n eighb o rh o o d  o f  S I. 5 m illio n  in f r e e  

advertising. In fa c t , its im pact was 

p ro b a b ly  in excess o f  this, b eca u se id! 

o f  it was ed ito ria l com m ent, which is 

m o re cred ible  than advertising. The 

tourism  p o ten tia l o f  this volum e o f  

co v era ge is m ajo r.

■ O ver the life o f  Expo, I it) short­

term  jo b s f o r  north ern ers were 

created . E qually  im portant, they livre  

(fuality jo b s  in the sense that the l it) 

n o rth ern ers on the p a v ilio n  sta ff  

received  a voca tio n al ed u ca tio n  in  

specific field s, lifeskills. co m m u n ica ­

tions, p u b lic  reUdions, social 

aw areness a n d  technology that no  

other co u rse co u ld  pro v id e, an  e x ­

p erien ce  that has d o n e m uch  to 

p re p a re  them  for a successful w ork­

in g  fu tu re in the north. It also has 

p ro v id ed  the north with a  new  reser­

v o ir o f  w ed-m otivated  a n d  vocation­

ally  m in d ed  young people.

S ta ff u n ifo rm s  d e signed b y  Sid ne y S p ro u le

C a rv in g s  display

■ Hy the p u rch a se  o f  n o rthern  arts 

a n d  crafts, co u n try  fo o d s  a n d  n o rth ­

ern  services a n d  bu ild in g  supplies. 

NW'T Expo stim u la ted  northern  b u si­

ness by in jectin g  S j.  5 m illion into



the T erritoria l econom y, m uch  o f  it 

in the sm a ller co m m u n ities  o f  the 

north. This total does not in c lu d e  the 

sa laries p a id  to (he NO n o rth ern ers  

w orking in the p a v ilio n  J o r  n ea rly  

six  m onths.

n The resta u ra n t a n d  gift shop in ­

tro d u ced  m an y  n ew  north ern  p r o ­

ducts into  the southern  m a rk etp la ce  

f o r  the f irs t  tim e  — fro m  ta n n ed  seal- 

leather fu r n it u r e  to chocolate p o la r  

hears a n d  ga m e-m ea t seasonings. As 

well, it g a v e  established n o rth ern  p r o ­

d u cers access to a  high-volum e sales 

outlet.

E xpo  thereby p ro v id ed  the north  

with a n  idea! test m arket f o r  

north ern  p ro d u cts a n d  sp a w n ed  

m a n y  inn o v a tiv e ideas in the p riv a te  

sector f o r  p ro d u ctio n  a n d  m a rk etin g  

developm ent.

m The p a v ilio n  was a  very successful 

fo r u m  J o r  telling 1.5 m illio n  p eo p le  

the MW T side o f  the anim a l-righ ts  

issue a n d  the va lu e o f  h u n tin g  a n d  

tra p p in g  to o u r  econom y. (The  

attitude o f  p a v ilio n  visitors fro m  

E u ro p e to the f u r  harvest a n d  f u r  

p ro d u cts  was m o re  p o sitive than the 

a n ti-fu r lobby w ould lea d  us to 

believe.)

u M W i Expo p ro v id ed  a  u n iq ue  

show case fo r  n o rth ern  tra d itio n a l 

cultures, a n d  by  stim ulating interest 

in them , h elped  to establish the MW7' 

as a distinct entity  (a n d  distinct 

tourist d estination) in C a n a d a  a n d  

a ro u n d  the w orld.

■ While the pa v ilio n  h a d  to he 

d ism a n tled  at the en d  o f  Expo, so m e  

o f  the eq u ip m en t was sa v ed  to ben efit  

the n o c'h . A bout S.i^O.OOO in  

p a v ilio n  assets —  front so u n d  systems 

a n d  sntnke detectors to exhibit 

displays a n d  p h o to  p a n els  —  has 

been re tu rn ed  to the MWT a n d  is b e ­

ing circu la ted  to co m m u n ities  f o r  

their use.

M o o s e s k in s  above- e x h ib its
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■ The p a v ilio n  sp a rk ed  a  rena issa n ce  

o f  tra d itio n a l skills — tapestries, 

costum es, kayaks, etc. These exhibits  

a re  fo r  the m ost p a rt  co m in g  h ack  

North as a legacy o f  Expo.

Ш The j ( ) 0  entertainers, d em on stra t­

ors a n d  artists f ro m  the north at 

E xpo  not only  g a in ed  in v a lu a b le  ex ­

p e rien ce  a n d  co n fid en ce  in w orld- 

class com petition, so m e o f  them  also  

m a d e im p o rta n t p ro fessio n al contacts  

in the south that will help  them  

sp read  both tra d itio n a l an d  m o d ern  

north ern  artistry o utside o u r borders.

Л The Northwest T erritories' success  

at Expo p ro v id ed  n o rth ern ers with 

u n d en ia b le  p r o o f  that they ca n  co m ­

p ete  with w orld-class com petition.

This has g iv en  all o f  us a  visible co n ­

fid e n c e  that in the f u t u r e  — in co m ­

m erce. in trade, in h u m a n  relations  

—  we ca n  co n tin u e  to d o  so.

ш While so m e o f  E xpo 's  benefits to the 

N W T w ere im m ediate, others a r e  

long-term . C h ie f o f  these is tourism  

a n d  business developm ent.

A lthough it is too early to 

d em on stra te a  co-relation betw een  

E xpo  exp o su re a n d  tourism , a lrea d y  

there a re  signs that tourism  will 

significantly  rise in the N W T  n ext  

su m m er a s a result o f  the p a v ilio n  

a n d  the 7 5 ,0 0 0  tourism  kits visitors 

took aw ay. A dvance requests f o r  the 

I9H 7 E xp lo rers ' G u id e  are a t a 

reco rd  level this w in ter a n d  the d e ­

m a n d  by the ind u stry  fo r  in fo rm a ­

tion a b o u t p a ck a ge fours is the 

highest in o u r history.

In business p ro m o tio n , a g a in  it is 

too early to dem onstrate the value o f  

Expo, excep t to say it is a n ticip a ted  

that the distribution  o f  1 5 ,0 0 0  fu ll-  

co lo r books  — M ore than ju s t  a 

p retty  p la c e  — on in restm en t a n d  

business o p p o rtu n ities  in the Ter­

ritories, a lo n g  with n u m ero u s  c o n ­

tacts a n d  m eetings betw een the 

pa v ilio n , n o rthern  business, native  

d ev elop m en t g ro u p s a n d  bu sin ess in ­

terests f r o m  a ro u n d  the w orld, is g o ­

ing to result in the attra ctio n  o f  new  

m arkets a n d  new  business a n d  invest­

m en t o pportunities f o r  the North in 

the m onths a n d  y ea rs  to com e.
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“ S u r p r is e  h i t .  A  superb, to u c h in g  h u m a n  p o r t r a i t .  P e r h a p s  th e  b e s t, f u lly  
l u m g w r J  p» » M o n  d e s ig n  a t E x p o . "  S e a ttle , W a s h ., P o s t-in te llig e n c e r . 

(F iv e -s ta r  r a tin g ).

“ I  th o u g h t th e  N o r th w e s t  T e r r it o r ie s  p a v ilio n  w as o n e  o f  th e  best o f  th e  

ч : f ai r , ' *  C o lu m n is t P c t c r M c M a r t i n , V a n c o u v e r  S u n .

,  .w e ’ ll  fo re c a s t th a t th e  p a v ilio n  f r o m  the  s p a r s e ly -p o p u la te d  
• N o r th w e s t  T e r tlt O r ie s  w i jl .b e  th e  surprise hit o f  th e  f a i r ,”  s y n d ic a te d  

v " C a n a d ia n  c o lu m n is t A ilĩtn  F m h e rln g h a Jtn  Id M a c le a n 's  m a g a zin e .

“ C a n a d a  is re p r e s e n te d  o n  th e  m a in  fa ir  s ite  b y  9 o f  its 12  p r o v in c e s  a n d  
t e r r it o r ie s , B u t  thfc nurprJtebit m a y  t>< th e  Ic e b e rg -s h a p e d  p a v ilio n  o f  th e  

• : ’ > t f c o * N e w  Y o r l t  t i m e s .

^ ^ e l l o w k n l f e r .

F e d e r a l
P re s s  th a t his

■■>,r . . .

“ T h e  N W .T  p a v ilio n  n o w  h a s  a r e p u ta tio n  as o n e  o f  the  to p  f i v e  p a v ilio n s  

o u t  o f  th e  ^ f t a t  Вжрр,**?. sjrv^rajj-dçsysp^pçjrs h a v e  e v e n  c a lle d  it  th e  best 

o n e  6$ a :

“ A l l  biases a s id e , th is  p a v ilio n  is  the  b e st o f  tb e  l o t ."  T h e  H u b .

. .  th e  N o r th w e s t  T e r r ito r ie s  im a g in a t iv e ly  d e s ig n e d  p a v ilio n  (has)

• ‘ .'A  p o w e r f u l , e lo q u e n t  s ta te m e n t o f  n o r th e r n  d re a m s  a n d  a s p ir a tio n s . Its
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