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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  M I N I S T E R  O F  E D U C A T I O N

T h e  success o f  o u r  c h ild r e n  in  th e  N o r th w e s t  T e r r it o r ie s  school
system  is e v a lu a te d  a n d  do cu m e n ted  in a r e p o rt c a rd . T h e  re p o rt 
goes fr o m  s cho o l to h o m e  to  tell p a re n ts  h o w  w e ll th e ir  c h ild r e n  
are d o in g .

A  fe w  ye a rs  a g o , as w e  a ll r e c a ll, the  ta b le s  w e re  tu r n e d . T h e  
parents sent a re p o rt c a rd  to the D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n . T h e y
d id  it  th r o u g h  th e ir  h e a r t f e lt  a n d  in s ig h tf u l  p r e s e n ta tio n s  to  a 
c o m m itte e  set u p  b y  th is  g o v e r n m e n t, th e  S p e c ia l C o m m itte e  on 
E d u c a tio n .

Pa re n ts  to ld  us h o w  w e ll the schools w ere d o in g . In  th e  eyes o f
most people w h o  spoke to the  S pecial C o m m itte e  on E d u c a t io n , we
w e re  n o t d o in g  v e r y  w e l l , c e r ta in ly  n o t as w e ll as those p a re n ts  
w a n te d  us to d o , n o r as well as w e , as a D e p a r tm e n t , w e re  s tr iv in g  
to d o . We w ere f a ilin g  m is e ra b ly in  a tte n d a n c e , a n d  the n u m b e r o f  
students g ra d u a tin g , to nam e ju s t tw o  v e r y  basic areas.

In the s p irit o f  so m a n y  re p o r t cards read o v e r so m a n y  k itc h e n  
tables o ve r the ye a rs , w e  were told th a t we h a d  good p o te n tia l, bu t 
th a t w e h ad to w o r k  m u c h  h a r d e r , a n d  w ith  special e f f o r t  in c e rta in  
areas. T h a t  w as in  19 8 2 , w h e n  the Special C o m m itte e  released its 
re p o rt.

F i v e  years la te r , I fe e l w e c a n  say, as a D e p a r tm e n t , th a t w e are 
now  passing w ith  good grades. T h e r e  is s till m uch  to  be d o n e , but 
we h a ve  g re a tly  im p ro v e d . We have a lre a d y  a cco m p lis h ed  m uch o f 
w h a t w e w e re  to ld  w e s h o u ld  be s e ttin g  o u t to  d o . T h e  lis t o f  
su b je cts in  th is  r e p o r t is lik e  the  lis t  o f  th e  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  o’" 
the S pecial C o m m itte e  o n  E d u c a tio n . E n r o lm e n t is u p . A tte n d a n c e  
is u p . L o c a l  c o n tr o l o f  e d u c a tio n  is in c re a s in g  th r o u g h  new  
D iv is io n a l B o a rd s  o f  E d u c a tio n . C e n tre s  fo r  T e a c h in g  a n d  L e a r n in g  
arc p r e p a r in g  b ilin g u a l te a c h e rs , a n d  n a t iv e  la n g u a g e  te a c h in g  
m a te ria ls . M o s t c h ild r e n  w ith  spe cia l needs a re  n o w  ta u g h t in 
th e ir o w n  c o m m u n itie s . M o re  a n d  m ore o f  us are able  to keep our 
c h ild re n  at hom e lo n g e r, w ith  th e  a d d itio n  o f  h ig h  school grades in

3



a g ro w in g  n u m b e r o f  c o m m u n itie s . A n d  s lo w ly b u t s u r e ly , m ore  o f  
o u r  s tu d e n ts  are g r a d u a tin g . M o r e  a re  g o in g  to  u n i v e r s i t y , a n d  
som e are t a k in g  tra d e s  o r  d ip lo m a  courses a t o u r o w n  A r c t i c  
C o lle g e .

T h is  is n o t a f i n a l  re p o rt ca rd. O u r  w o r k  is n o t d o n e . C o m p a re d  
to  o th e r  p a r ts  o f  the  c o u n t r y , o u r  e d u c a tio n  s ta tis tic s  s h o w  th a t 
w e s till  h a v e  a lo n g  w a y  to g o . B u t as a pro g re s s  r e p o r t , o u r 
re p o rt ca rd is one to be p rou d o f ,  one tha t show s g re a t prom ise. 
T h a t  p r o m is e  lie s  in  w h a t is  p e rh a p s  o u r  g re a te s t s in g le
a c c o m p lis h m e n t o v e r  the  past f i v e  y e a rs : we h a v e  b u i l t  lin k s  o f
c o m m u n ic a tio n  a n d  r e s p o n s ib ility  b e tw e e n  th e  D e p a r tm e n t , the
schools and the  p are nts.

N o  lo n g e r  do es th e  p u b lic  h a v e  th e  r ig h t  to  s a y i t  has no 
c o n fid e n c e  in  the e d u c a tio n  system . N o  longe r d o  p are nts h ave  the 
r ig h t to say th e y  d o  no t fe e l th e  school is th e ir  school. It  is as 
m uch  the irs as th e y  choose to m a k e  it. T h r o u g h  D iv is io n a l B o ards 
o f  E d u c a t io n , th e y  can h a v e  as m u c h  c o n tro l as th e y  choose to tak e  
o n . F r o m  n o w  o n , w h e n  parents e v a lu a te  h o w  w e ll the school system  
is d o in g , th e y  w i l l ,  in  la rg e  p a r t , be p r e p a r in g  th e ir  o w n  r e p o r t  
c a r d , e v a lu a tin g  h o w  w e ll th e y  th e m se lv e s  a re  d o in g  in  r u n n in g  
th e ir  o w n  schools.

A n d  so it  is w i t h  g re a t p rid e  th a t I  p re s e n t th is  r e p o r t. It  
d e ta ils  th e  p r o g r e s s iv e  a c c o m p lis h m e n ts  o f  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
E d u c a tio n  in  recen t years. Based u p o n  these a c c o m p lis h m e n ts , I am 
o p t im is t ic  f o r  th e  f u t u r e  o f  e d u c a ti o n  a t a l l  le v e ls  in  th e
N o r th w e s t T e r r ito r ie s .

D e n n is  G .  P a tte rso n  
M in is te r
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

T h e  L e g is la tiv e  A s s e m b ly o f  the N o r th w e s t T e r r ito r ie s ' S pecial C o m m it 
tee on E d u c a tio n  w as set up in the sprin g  o f  1980. T h e  fo llo w in g  
exce rpts fr o m  the L e g is la tiv e  A s s e m b ly  at th a t tim e in d ic a te  the level 
o f  co ncern th a t led to  the c re a tio n  o f  the S pecial C o m m itte e .

"I b e lic v e ...th a t we d o  h a ve  a serious p ro b le m  w ith  e d u c a tio n  
in  the fa c t th a t m a n y  o f  the people o r c h ild re n  w h o  a rc 
supposed to be a c q u irin g  e d u c a tio n  w o u ld  r a th e r ...d r o p  o u t 
o f  schools."— T a g a k  C u r le y , M L A ,  A i v i l i k

" T h e  problem s arc u n d o u b te d ly  w c ll-k n o w n ...b u t th e  m ost 
a la rm in g  onc...is  the lack o f  c o n fid e n c e  b y  the p u b lic  in the 
system . N o t  o n ly  are the y o u n g  c h ild r e n ...d ro p p in g  out o f  
s c h o o L .b u t  p a re n ts  do n o t fe e l th a t th e  scho o l is th e ir  
school."— D e n n is  P a tte rs o n , M L A ,  Iq a lu it

" ...to  suggest in  the  s y s te m ...th a t o u r h is to r y  be ga n  w h e n  
A l e x a n d e r  M a c k e n z i e  to o k  h is  c a n o e  d o w n  t h is  b ig  
riv c r...n o w h e r c  have you in tro d u c e d  the h is to ry  o f  th e  D e n e , 
the  h is to ry  o f  the In u it  and m ade  it m a n d a to ry  th a t c h il
d re n  le arn th e ir  o w n  h is to ry ...S o , I re a lly  th in k  the system  
o f  e d u c a tio n  has to ch an ge."— R ic h a r d  N e r y s o o , M L A ,  M a c k 
e n zie  D e lta

T h a t  was the p o litic a l m ood in 1980 th a t set in m o tio n  the Special 
C o m m itte e  on E d u c a tio n . It  soon becam e clear th a t the p u b lic  m ood
was n o t m uch d iff e r e n t . A t  least 1,5 0 0  witnesses spoke a t 43 p u b lic
h ea rings in  34 d if f e r e n t  co m m u n itie s. T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  
was to ld  to let go o f  some o f  its c o n tro l o ve r E d u c a t io n , to a llo w  fo r  
m ore local c o n tro l o v e r  the  schools.

People asked f o r  a say in  w h a t is ta u g h t in the  schools, w h o  teaches
i t , a n d  in w h a t la ngua ge. T h e y  asked f o r  h ig h e r G ra d e s  in  c o m m u n i
ties, so th a t y o u n g  teenagers w o u ld  n o t have to  le ave  hom e to fin is h  
school. T h e y  asked f o r  special in s tru c tio n  f o r  h a n d ic a p p e d  c h ild re n  in 
th e ir c o m m u n itie s. T h e y  asked f o r  courses f o r  all ages m ore re le v a n t 
to l i f e  in the N o r t h , and m ore lik e ly  to  lead to jobs.

These concerns o f the  people w ere re fle c te d  in  the 52 rec o m m e n d atio n s  
m ade b y  the S pecial C o m m itte e  on E d u c a tio n  in  its 1982 r e p o r t, L e a r n 
in g: T r a d it io n  and C h a n g e . T h e  re p o rt was a call f o r  change.
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F o r  the past f iv e  ye a rs , the D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  has d e vo te d  its 
best e ffo r ts  to a n s w e rin g  th a t c a ll. In  large p a r t , the changes can be 
m easured in  im p ro v e m e n ts . T h e  purpose o f  this re p o rt is to o u tlin e  
those im p ro v e m e n ts  - the  p o s itiv e  a chie vem e nts o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f 
E d u c a tio n  in recent years.

In large  p a r t , the areas o f  a cc o m p lis h m e n t corre spo n d to m a jo r areas 
o f  co n c ern  o u tlin e d  b y th e  c itize n s  o f  the N o r th w e s t T e r r ito r ie s  d u r in g  
the S pe cia l C o m m itte e  h e a rin g s. In  th is w a y  the im p ro v e m e n ts  to  date 
are a c re d it to the  c a rin g  g u id a n c e  p io v id e d  b y  the people o f  the 
N o r th w e s t T e r r ito r ie s . F o r  th is rea son , this re p o rt is addressed to y o u .
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S T U D E N T  A T T E N D A N C E

T h is  y e a r there are 12,3 3 0  students e n ro le d  in schools th r o u g h o u t the 
N'uilliw est T c n iiu iics . G e ttin g  students e n ro ie d  is one th in g . G e t t in g  
the m  to a tte n d  school on a re g u la r basis is a n o th e r. Y e a r s  o f  p o or 
a tte n d a n c e  statistics p ro v e  th is p o in t all too  w e ll. B u t n o w  the  D e p a r t 
m ent o f  E d u c a tio n  has w h a t it hopes is a w in n in g  c o m b in a tio n  to 
im p ro v e  those statistics: a stro nge r la w , school a tte n d a n c e  co u n se llo rs, 
a n d  m ost im p o r ta n tly  new d e te rm in a tio n  on the  p a rt o f  parents and 
L o c a l E d u c a tio n  A u th o r itie s .

O v e r  th e  past f i v e  ye a rs , a tte n d a n c e  has g ra d u a lly  been im p r o v in g . 
L a s t  y e a r , the o ve ra ll a tte n d a n ce  at N .W .T .  schools was ju s t o v e r 82 
perce n t. T h a t ’ s f i v e  p e rce n t h igh e r th a n  it  was f i v e  years a go. A t  th a t 
tim e , th re e  schools had less th a n  f i f t y  pe rce n t a tte n d a n c e , a n d  nine te e n 
o th e r schools had less tha n s e ve n ty pe rce n t a tte n d a n c e . C o m p a re  those 
fig u re s  w ith  these: last y e a r, no school h ad less than f i f t y  pe rce n t
a tte n d a n c e . In  fa c t , o n ly  e ig h t schools h a d  a verage a tte n d a n c e  less 
th a n  s e v e n ty  p e rc e n t, a n d , as o f  D e c e m b e r, no schools w ere b e lo w  
s e ve n ty pe rce n t.

F o r t  L i a r d  in the  w e s t, a n d  R e p u ls e  B a y  in  the  east s h o w  the m ost 
d ra m a tic  in d iv id u a l im p ro v e m e n t. F i v e  ye ars a go , F o r t  L i a r d  had 33 
percen t a tte n d a n c e . L a s t  ye a r it  w as 75 pe rce n t - a re m a rk a b le  42 
percent im p ro v e m e n t, a n d  as o f  D e c e m b e r, 1986, it was 85 p e rce n t. 
F i v e  years a go , R e p u ls e  B a y  h ad 4 7 percen t a tte n d a n c e . L a s t  ye a r it 
w as 65 percen t - an im pre ssive  18 percen t im p ro v e m e n t, a n d  as o f  
D e c e m b e r, it  was 71 p e rc e n t.

Percent Attendance by Region 
1981/82 to 1985/86

1981/82 1982/83 1983/84 1984/85 1985/86
<7o <7o % % %

Baffin Region 72 77 77 77 79

Fort Smith Region 78 81 82 82 85

Inuvik Region 80 79 80 80 79

Keewatin Region 66 70 71 72 76

Kitikmeot Region 64 68 68 70 71

School District #1 87 93 93 93 94

School District #2 91 89 93 91 92

School District 04 93 91 93 92 93

N.W.T. Average 79 81 82 82 84

Note: Percent attendance are as of school year end. 

Information Systems. Oct./86
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T h e  im p ro v e m e n t in a tte n d a n c e  is d u e  la rg e ly to a g ro w in g  acceptance 
a m o n g  parents o f  the  need fo r  th e ir  c h ild re n  to h ave  an e d u c a tio n . 
T h e  L o c a l E d u c a tio n  A u th o r itie s  h a v e  asked f o r  a w a y  to m ake  sure 
school-aged c h ild r e n  go to school. A s  a result the E d u c a tio n  A c t  was 
ch an g ed  last S e p te m b e r to p r o v id e  f o r  the e n fo rc e m e n t o f  school a tte n 
d a nce .

U n d e r  N .W .T . la w , sch o o lin g  has a lw a y s  been c o m p u ls o ry f o r  c h ild re n  
age s ix  to f i f t e e n , unless th e y  w ere liv in g  o u t o f  to w n , in th e  b u s h , or 
on th e  land w ith  th e ir  fa m ilie s . E d u c a t io n  w as c o m p u ls o ry , b u t in 
r e a l i t y , a tte n d a n c e  w a s n o t . T h e  E d u c a t io n  A c t  w as a m e n d e d  to 
ch an ge  tha t.

T h e  change to  the A c t  puts the re s p o n s ib ility  f o r  school a tte n d a n c e  on 
the L o c a l E d u c a tio n  A u t h o r i t y , the school p r in c ip a l, the p a re n ts  and 
the c h ild . B u t  the la w  o n ly  applies in  c o m m u n itie s  th a t choose to  be 
c o ve re d  by i t . So f a r ,  28 o u t o f  60 school d is tric ts  h a v e  requested 
th a t c o m p u ls o ry  school a tte n d a n c e  a p p ly  in  th e ir  area.

Im p r o v in g  a tte n d a n c e  is a c o o p e ra tiv e  e f f o r t .  T h e  idea is n o t to p u n 
ish p a re n ts , b u t to e nco ura ge  s tu d e n ts . T o  h e lp  d o  th a t, c o m m u n itie s  
m a y ask f o r  s p e c ia lly -tra in e d  school a tte n d a n c e  coun sellors. T h e  c o u n 
s ello r’ s jo b is to g iv e  in fo r m a tio n  to  the p a re n ts , stu den ts a n d  the 
g en e ra l p u b lic , on the im p o rta n c e  o f sc h o o lin g .

A l l  d is tric ts  w h ic h  h a v e  requested c o m p u ls o ry  school a tte n d a n c e  have 
also asked f o r  a school c o m m u n ity  c o u n s e llo r. T o  begin w i t h , th e  14 
w ith  th e  greatest need w ill h a v e  th e m . Th e s e  a re  the ones, fr o m  those 
w h o  a p p lie d , w i th  on the w h o le  the p o ore st a tte n d a n c e  re c o rd s, o r w ith  
an id e n tifie d  large  g ro u p  o f  p o or a tte n d e rs : T u k t o y a k t u k , C o p p e r m in e , 
H o lm a n , R e p u ls e  B a y , R a e - E d z o , F o r t  F r a n k l i n , F o r t  G o o d  H o p e , W hale 
C o v e , E s k im o  P o in t , F o r t  L i a r d ,  R a n k in  In le t , F o r t  P r o v id e n c e , A k l a -  
v i k , a n d  Y e llo w k n if e  D is tr ic t  # 2.

F o r  n o w , the school c o m m u n ity  counsellors are tra in e e s. S ix  w eeks o f  
classroom  tr a in in g  has just begun in  F o r t  S m ith  this F e b r u a r y . T h is  
w ill  be fo llo w e d  b y n in e  to fi f t e e n  w e e ks o f  tr a in in g  in the f ie ld .

F i v e  o u t o f s ix  school d is tricts  in  th e  K i tik m e o t  R e g io n  a sked f o r  the 
co m p u lso ry a tte n d a n c e  law  to a p p ly  to th e ir  c o m m u n itie s . T w o  o f  
them  asked f o r ,  and got, school c o u n se llo r tra in e e  p o sitio ns. A l r e a d y , 
there is a s ig n ific a n t im p ro v e m e n t in  a tte n d a n c e  in  the re g io n  o ve r 
last y e a r. L a s t  ye a r th e  K i t ik m e o t  h a d  the  poorest a verage a tte n d a n ce  
o f  a n y  regio n in  the N .W .T .  I t  was 70 p e rc e n t. So fa r  th is  y e a r , it 
stands at 80 p e rc e n t, an im p ro v e m e n t o f  ten p e rce n t fo r  the re g io n . 
A n d  one c o m m u n ity , Spence B a y , is a v e ra g in g  close to 90 percent 
a tte n d a n ce .

W ith  a new la w , ne w  c o un se llo rs, a n d  new  c o m m itm e n t b y p are n ts and 
L E A s ,  a tte n d a n c e  w i ll  co n tin u e  to im p ro v e  all o v e r the  N .W .T .  Such 
im p ro v e m e n t is the fir s t  step to w a rd s  the real g o a l, seeing th a t all 
c h ild r e n  do w e ll in  school.
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L O C A L  C O N T R O L  O F  E D U C A T I O N

T h e re  is perhaps no o th e r area w h e re  the im p ro v e m e n ts  m ade o ve r 
the past ten years h ave  been m ore d ra m a tic  o r m ore fa r -re a c h in g . 
T e n  ye a rs ago th e re  s im p ly  w as no lo ca l c o n tr o l o f  e d u c a tio n , 
o u ts id e  o f  th e  C i t y  o f  Y e l l o w k n i f e .  T o d a y , 60 c o m m u n itie s  h a ve  
p u b lic ly - e le c te d  g ro u p s  t h a t  o v e r s e e , a n d  to  v a r y i n g  d e g re e s , 
a u t h o r iz e  w h a t goes on in  the  s cho o ls. T h e y  d o  th is  th r o u g h  
E d u c a t io n  C o m m itte e s , S o c ie tie s , D iv i s i o n a l  B o a rd s  o f  E d u c a t i o n , 
a n d  B o ard s o f  E d u c a tio n .

It  sta rte d  in  1 9 7 7  w ith  the E d u c a tio n  A c t . I t  created w h a t we have 
com e to k n o w  as "the L E A " . . . t h e  L o c a l E d u c a tio n  A u t h o r i t y . T h is  is 
th e  e lecte d g ro u p  th a t  serves as the  c o m m u n it y ’ s d o o r w a y  to  the 
D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n , a n d  the school.

A t  f i r s t  it  was a f a i r l y  n a r r o w  d o o r w a y . T h e  L E A s  in m ost 
c o m m u n itie s  w e re  s im p le  e d u c a tio n  c o m m itte e s . C o m m itte e s  h a v e  
li m i t e d  p o w e rs . M o s t l y , th e y  ca n ju s t g iv e  a d v ic e  to the 
S u p e rin te n d e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  in the regio n on h ir in g , p ro g ra m s , and 
so o n . N o  one is b o u n d  to ta k e  th a t a d vic e .

B u t  t h a t  has s te a d ily  c h a n g e d . E s k i m o  P o i n t  w as th e  f i r s t  
c o m m u n ity  to ta k e  a g re a te r a u th o r ity  back in  19 78 . S ince th e n , a 
t o t a l  o f  24 c o m m u n itie s  h a v e  c h o s e n  to g r a d u a t e  f r o m  t h e ir  
e d u c a tio n  "c o m m itte e s ". T h e y  h a v e  gone on to f o r m  e d u c a tio n  
"societies". T h is  y e a r , F o r t  S im pson a n d  H o lm a n  w ill be a d de d  to 
the lis t.

Local Education Authorities

Q  S o cie tie s « C o m m it t e e s

Note:
1 Tw o Education Societies are proposed for establishment in 1987.
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S o c ie tie s  h a v e  m o re  p o w e r th a n  c o m m itte e s  in tw o  k e y  areas. 
A lth o u g h  th e y  c a n n o t a c tu a lly  do th e  h irin g  o r f i r i n g  o f  teachers,
th e y  a re  in v o lv e d  in r e c r u itin g . T h e y  m ak e  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  on 
th e  h i r i n g  o f  s c h o o l s t a f f ,  a n d  th e se  a re  g e n e r a lly  f o l l o w e d . 
A ls o , societies h a ve  po w e r o v e r  some m o n e y . T h e y  can de cid e  h o w  to 
spend th e  m on ey th e y  are g iv e n  to d e liv e r  prog ram s .

B u t th e r e  is a n o th e r  fo r m  o f  L E A ,  w ith  s till  m o re  p o w e r ...th e  
d iv is io n a l  b o a r d . T h e  D i v is io n a l  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t io n  was pe rh aps 
the  k e y  re c o m m e n d a tio n  in th e  1982 re p o rt o f  th e  S pe cia l C o m m itte e  
o n  E d u c a t i o n , L e a r n i n g : T r a d i t i o n  a n d  C h a n g e . T h e  idea is th is :
S e v e r a l  c o m m u n it ie s  ( s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s )  in  a r e g io n  (s c h o o l 
d iv i s i o n )  com e to g e th e r to p o o l t h e ir  reso urce s sc th a t  th e y  can
a f f o r d  to h ir e  s p e c ia lize d  p e o p le , a n d  p re p a re  s p e c ia liz e d  class- 
room  m a te ria ls  f o r  th e ir  schools. T h e s e  can be ta ilo r-m a d e  to the 
s p e c ific  needs o f  th e ir  s tu d e n ts , a n d  th e  s p e c ific  c h a ra c te ris tic s
o f  th e ir  region ( i .e ., la n g u a g e , g e o g ra p h y , w i l d l i f e , etc .).

Designated Education Committee* and Societies
by Superinlendency and Education Division

Seperiatendeacy/Divlslon 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987

Baffin • IS Districts Societies 2 2 5 6 6 6' 6 6
Committees 15 15 13 13 10 9 9 9 9 9

Inuvik - 11 Districts Societies
Committees II II II II II

l
10

1
10

l
10

1
10

1
10

Kitikmeot - 6 Districts Societies . . 1 1 1 2 3 4 5’
Committees 6 6 6 5 5 5 4 3 2 1

Keewatin - 7 Districts Societies 1 1 2 3 3 3 5 5 5 5
Committees 6 6 5 4 4 4 2 2 2 2

Fort Smith - 18 Districts Societies . 1 1 1 1 2 3 4 6 7
Committees 18 17 17 17 17 16 15 14 12 11

Yellowknife - 1 District Societies
Committees 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1’

1 On April 1, I98S the IS Education Districts o f the Baffin Superintendency were established, under the 
Education Act, as the Baffin Education Division with a Divisional Board o f Education as the governing 
authority. The District Education Committees and Societies were retained and re-named as Education 
Councils as required by the Education Act.

1 & 1 II is proposed that the Education Committees for Holman and Fort Simpson be designated as Education 
Societies in 1987/88.

‘ It is proposed that five o f the Education Districts in the Fort Smith Superintendency be established as 
the Dogrib Education Division with a Divisional Board o f Education as the governing authority. The 
District Education Committees will be retained as Education Councils and the Rae-Edzo School Society 
will be dissolved.

1 It is proposed that the Education Society for Yellowknife Education District No. 4 be dissolved and that 
a Board o f Secondary Education be established, under a proposed amendment to the Education Act, as 
the governing authority for the Sir John Franklin High School. Education District No. 4 will be 
dissolved.

Department o f  Education
23 January, 1987
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T h e  g o v e rn m e n t s till o w n s  th e  s c h o o ls , a n d  de cid e s on th e  c o te  
subjects th a t h a v e  to be ta u g h t. B u t th e  d iv is io n a l b o a rd  is in 
charge o f  alm ost e v e r y th in g  else, f r o m  th e  la ngua ge  o f  in s tr u c tio n , 
to the b u d g e t. T e a c h e r s  in the d iv is io n  are s till g o v e rn m e n t 
e m p lo y e e s , b u t th e  d iv is io n a l b o a r d  chooses those te a c h e rs , a n d  
decides w h ic h  c o m m u n ity  th e y sh o u ld  w o rk  in .

A  d iv is io n a l bo ard is m ade up o f  o n e  re p re se n ta tiv e  fr o m  each L E A  
in the  d iv is io n . T h e s e  L E A s  a rc n o  lo n g e r c a lle d  c o m m itte e s  or 
s o c ie tie s, b u t e d u c a tio n  c o u n c ils . B a s ic a lly , each c o u n c il is in 
c h a rg e  o f  its o w n  c o m m u n ity  s c h o o l. T h e  d iv is io n a l b o a r d  is in 
charge o f  the th in g s  the co un cils share in co m m o n  w ith  each o th e r.

M o re  and m o re , N .W .T .  c o m m u n itie s  a p p e a r to  w a n t to  ta k e  on a m uch  
g r e a te r  r e s p o n s ib ilit y  f o r  e d u c a t i o n , th e  r e s p o n s ib ilit y  p o s s ib le  
th r o u g h  a d iv is io n a l b o a r d . In  19 8 5 , ju s t tw o  ye a rs  a f t e r  the  
S pecial C o m m itte e  R e p o r t , the fir s t  D iv is io n a l B o a rd  o f  E d u c a tio n  
was established f o r  B a f f i n  Is la n d  c o m m u n itie s . D o g r ib  c o m m u n itie s  
w ill fo r m  a d iv is io n a l b o ard  on the fir s t o f  A p r i l ,  th is ye a r. D c h  
C h o , K i t i k m c o t , a n d  K e e w a t in  c o m m u n itie s  are h o p in g  to f o r m  
d iv is io n a l boards n e x t y e a r , and o th e rs  seem sure to fo llo w .

T h e  d iv is io n a l b o a rd  is as close as th e  c o m m u n itie s  ca n get to 
h a v in g  a ll the pow ers o f  a B o a rd  o f E d u c a tio n , such as the  tw o  th a t 
h a v e  e x is te d  in  Y e l l o w k n i f e  f o r  ye a rs . T h e  b ig g e s t d if f e r e n c e
betw een a B o ard o f  E d u c a tio n  a n d  a D iv is io n a l B o a rd  o f  E d u c a tio n  is 
this: the Y e llo w k n if e  B o ard s m ust raise a q u a rte r o f  th e ir  b u d g e t
f r o m  ta x e s  c o lle c te d  f r o m  C i t y  la n d o w n e r s  w h ile  m o s t o th e r  
c o m m u n itie s  h ave  fe w  la n d o w n e rs  to pay taxes. W ith o u t a ta x  base, 
m ost c o m m u n itie s  c o n tin u e  to r e ly  e n t ir e ly  on th e  g o v e r n m e n t to
de cide  h o w  m uch m o n e y th e y ’ ll h a ve  to  spend.

In  spite  o f  lim ite d  ta x  bases, lo c a l c o n tr o l o v e r  e d u c a tio n  has 
c o n tin u e d  to in c re a se . I t  is a n in d i c a t io n  o f  th e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s 
w illin g n e s s  to  le t g o , a n d  o f  th e  p u b lic ’ s w illin g n e s s  to ta k e  
o v e r . I t  is a n e x p re s s io n  o f  the  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s in c r e a s in g  
c o n fid e n c e  in  the  c o m m itm e n t o f  p a re n ts . I t  is an a s s e rtio n  o f  
p are n ts ’ lo n g s ta n d in g  b e lie f th a t th e y  k n o w  best w h a t is good fo r  
th e ir  c h ild re n .

In recent years parents in  Y e l l o w k n i f e , a n d  parents in regions h a ve  
req u e ste d  c o n tro l o f  S ir  J o h n  F r a n k l i n  T e r r i t o r i a l  H i g h  S c h o o l. 
T h e  D e p a r tm e n t d r a f t e d  new  le g is la tio n  w h ic h  is n o w  b e fo re  the
L e g is la tiv e  A s s e m b ly. I f  passed the new la w  w ill  p r o v id e  a n o th e r 
m ea ns f o r  lco a l c o n tr o l in  th e  N . W . T . ,  a B o a r d  o f  S e c o n d a r y
E d u c a t i o n , w h e re  a h ig h  school serves lo c a l s tu d e n ts  as w e ll as 
students fr o m  o th e r regions.

E v e r -in c r e a s in g  lo ca l c o n tr o l o f  e d u c a tio n  in f a c t , has b e e n , a n d  
w i ll  be, th e  k e y  to th e  success o f  m a n y  o f  the  o th e r  goals the  
D e p a r tm e n t o f E d u c a tio n  has set fo r  its e lf.
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EXTENSION OF GRADES

"We d o n ’ t w a n t o u r k id s  to le ave  hom e so y o u n g . We w a n t 
o u r c h ild re n  to  stay hom e f o r  h ig h  school. O u r  k id s  get 
too lo n e ly  w h e n  th e y h ave  to  go stay in the hostels, a n d  
then th e y  just d r o p  out and com e back hom e."

T h is  is the  message the S pecial C o m m itte e  on E d u c a tio n  h e a rd  o v e r 
a n d  o ve r a g a in  d u r in g  its 1981 hea rings th r o u g h o u t the N o r th w e s t 
T e r r it o r ie s . P e o p le  w e re  a s k in g  f o r  m ore grades to  be ta u g h t in  
th e ir  o w n  c o m m u n itie s . T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  has res p o n d e d . 
F i v e  m ore c o m m u n itie s  n o w  have G r a d e  T e n , and tw o  m ore n o w  h a v e  
G r a d e  E le v e n .

INITIAL ENROLLMENT IN GRADES 10, II, 12 
1902/83 TO 1906/87

i m / U  1901/84 1914/15 1905/16 1W4/I7
Total Total Total Total Total

10 11 12 10 11 12 10 h 12 10 h 11 10 II 12

PANONIRTUN O 
• Allt|oyuk M 14 18 10 24 24 23 23 20 20 40

IO LO O LIK 
■ Attafutaluk 20 20 20 20

H AY RIV ER 
■  Diamond Jenncsi 40 52 28 120 35 35 47 111 39 32 31 102 53 36 38 127 35 50 34 110

IQ A L U IT  
• O .R .E .C . 83 47 16 144 110 42 35 i r 74 44 23 141 74 42 32 140 69 40 32 141

B A K E R LA K E 
• llliiijaqturvik 16 14 I . I I

RANKIN IN LET 
- K .R .E .C . 40 40 32 26 50

C O PPE R M IN E  
• Kuilukiuk 13 13

PIN E  PO IN T 
- M atonabbee i ; 17 19 SI 24 11 17 52 24 27 10 61 24 21 26 71 30 16 20 66

AKLAV IK  
• M o o k  Kerr 7 7 5 5 6 6 5 5

FO R T  SM ITH  
• P .W . Kaeser 53 39 28 120 51 29 33 113 32 33 24 89 28 24 28 80 38 25 23 06

C A P E  D O RSET 
- Pitieolak 16 16 10 10

C L Y D E  RIV E R  
• Quluaq 14 14

INUVIK 
• Samuel Hearne 78 73 48 199 85 58 42 185 71 60 40 171 78 49 41 168 67 59 38 164

YEL L O W K N IFE  
• Sir Joh n  Frtnklin 203 140 106 449 163 163 139 445 137 142 156 435 201 145 164 510 207 204 171 502

YEL L O W K N IFE  
■  S i. Patrick 28 Is 15 58 29 24 18 71 40 26 13 79 36 32 23 91 34 36 28 98

PO N D  IN LET 
• Takijualuk 14 14 14 14

FO R T  SIM PSO N  
• Thom as Simpson 8 8 7 7 13 13

T O T A L 531 383 260 1180 531 362 331 1224 455 364 297 1016 632 349 352 1333 603 476 346 1425
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Iq a lu it , F o r t  S m ith , H a y  R i v e r , P in e  P o in t , Y e llo w k n if e  a n d  In u v i k  
are s till the m ost a d v a n ta g e d . Th e s e  places h a v e  h ig h  schools th a t 
o f f e r  a ll the grades up  to G r a d e  T w e l v e . T h r e e  o th e r places, F o r t  
S im p s o n , A k l a v i k ,  a n d  P a n g n ir tu n g , h a ve  h ad up  to G r a d e  T e n  (in  
some cases on a n d  o f f )  f o r  the past e ig h t years.

L a s t  y e a r , G r a d e  T e n  w as a d d e d  in  P o n d  I n l e t , I g l o o l i k , C a o e  
D o rs e t, C o p p e r m in e , a n d  R a n k in  In le t . T h is  ye a r C ly d e  R i v e r  got 
G r a d e  T e n , R a n k in  In le t got G r a d e  E le v e n  a n d  so d id  P a n g n ir tu n g . 
N e x t  y e a r , f o u r  o th e r c o m m u n itie s  m a y  also be g e ttin g  G r a d e  T e n , 
a n d  tw o  m ay be g e ttin g  G r a d e  T w e lv e .

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  fe e ls  th is  is a s i g n if ic a n t  s ta r t in  m e e tin g  th e  
req ue sts o f  p a re n ts  a n d  s tu d e n ts  a lik e , a n d  in  p r o v i d i n g  e q u a l 
access to  e d u c a tio n  in  a ll re g io n s  o f  the  N o r th w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s . 
T h e  n e x t co uple  o f years w ill  be a n  im p o r ta n t test to see w h e th e r 
h a v in g  those e x tr a  grades a t hom e cu ts  d o w n  on the n u m b e r o f  y o u n g  
d ro p o u ts .



H I G H  S C H O O L  E N R O L M E N T  A N D  G R A D U A T I O N

1Г (h e  f i n a l  ic it  o f  a ic h o o l syste m  is w h e th e r  o r  n o t s tu d e n ts  
g ra d u a te  fr o m  it , then the N .W .T . D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  ca nn ot 
c la im  to h ave  done v e r y  w ell o ve r the years.

O n  a v e ra g e , o n ly  a b o u t fiv e  percent o f  the  to ta l n u m b e r o f  students 
w h o  e n ro l in  p r im a r y  school end u p  g ra d u a tin g  fr o m  G r a d e  T w e lv e . 
H o w e v e r , e ve n  here the re  h ave  been some h o p e fu l signs o ve r the  past 
seven years.

O ne* IS GraémiM -  19*8/81 to I90S/86 School Yaw

Готам аа Mm  M m и « и « * lagitl ц т и V i a * U ( i kaMr T M *
М». a m * IM aaiA ÉH QMiMd ■ m b é li.R.K.C. Mr M l M. FM'i

In — И—м FnakRa

Total:
eo 22 16 19 27 9 103 17 213
SI 18 h 10 29 9 101 12 190
82 23 14 14 30 II 77 II ISO
1 ) 19 8 24 21 12 84 12 180
14 15 4 20 29 14 96 10 188
85 22 II 21 26 21 84 19 204

Total
Non-Native:

80 13 15 18 17 4 95 16 178
SI 13 10 8 17 5 86 12 151
82 14 II 13 17 4 65 II 135
83 7 6 20 10 5 68 II 127
84 8 4 20 10 7 68 9 126
85 12 8 16 12 II 65 19 143

Total
Natives:

80 9 1 1 10 5 8 1 35
81 5 1 2 12 4 15 0 39
82 9 3 1 13 7 12 0 45
83 i : 2 4 II 7 16 1 53
84 7 0 0 19 7 28 1 62
85 10 3 5 14 10 19 0 61

Metis:
80 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 4
81 5 1 1 5 0 3 0 15
82 7 3 0 2 0 2 0 14
83 8 2 2 2 0 1 1 16
84 4 0 0 5 0 7 0 16
85 7 1 2 2 0 5 0 17

Inuit:
80 0 0 0 6 5 3 0 14
81 0 0 0 3 4 9 0 16
82 1 0 0 7 7 10 0 25
83 0 0 0 l 7 8 0 16
84 0 0 0 8 7 10 0 25
85 1 1 0 7 10 6 0 25

Dene:
80 6 0 1 4 0 5 1 17
81 0 0 1 4 0 3 0 8
82 1 0 1 4 0 0 0 6
83 4 0 2 8 0 7 0 21
84 3 0 0 6 0 11 1 21
85 2 1 3 5 0 8 0 19

Notes: I. 1st 3 years results based on total internal school examinations; last 3 years on external/internal 
examinations.

2. 1985/86 figures validated by Alberta Education.
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It used to  be th a t b a re ly  h a lf  o f  the y o u n g  people w h o  e n ro le d  in 
G r a d e  T e n  w ere s till e n ro le d  b y  G r a d e  T w e lv e . O v e r  the  past couple 
o f  ye a rs , th o u g h , th a t n u m b e r has im p ro v e d . I t  n o w  averages a b o u t 
s ix ty  p e rc e n t. We are s till n o t g ra d u a tin g  n e a rly  as m a n y  stu den ts 
as we need to , b u t stu den ts are a t least s ta y in g  in  school lo n g e r. 
T h e y  m a y n o t be g ra d u a tin g  fr o m  G r a d e  T w e lv e , b u t a b o u t a h u n d re d  
m ore per ye a r are g e ttin g  G ra d e s  T e n  and E le v e n  co m pa re d  to  seven 
years ago.

S e c o n d ly , th e  n u m b e r  o f  n a tiv e  s tu d e n ts  g r a d u a tin g  f r o m  G r a d e  
T w e lv e  is im p r o v in g , e ve n  th o u g h  the to ta l n u m b e r o f  G r a d e  T w e lv e  
g ra d u a te s  has c h a n g e d  v e r y  l it t le . S in c e  19 8 0 , th e re  h a v e  a lw a y s  
been a ro u n d  200 gra d u a te s  a ye a r. L a s t  ye a r there w ere 204. T h e  
d iff e r e n c e  is , s ix ty -o n e  r *  those g ra d u a te s  w e re  D e n e , I n u i t ,  o r 
M e tis . T h a t 's  a lm o s t tw ic e  the  n u m b e r  o f  n a t iv e  g ra d u a te s  s ix  
years ago. In  f a c t , the  n u m b e r o f  n a tiv e  g ra dua tes has g ra d u a lly  
increased e v e ry  y e a r since.

G iv e n  the nu m be rs o f  n a tiv e  students in  the N .W .T .  school syste m , 
the  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  n a t iv e  g ra d u a te s  is s till Io w ...a b o u t  t h i r t y  p e r 
c e n t. H o w e v e r , c o n s id e rin g  t h a t , ju s t s ix  y e a rs  a g o , o n ly  s ix te e n  
p e rc e n t o f  g ra d u a te s  w e re  a b o r ig in a l p e o p le , it  is a s ig n ific a n t  
im p ro v e m e n t.

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  hopes its c o m bin e d  e ffo r ts  to im p ro v e  
a tte n d a n c e , to in cre a se  local c o n tr o l a n d  to  e x te n d  gra d e s  in  
N .W .T .  s c h o o ls, w i l l  s e rv e  to  s tr e n g th e n  th e  tr e n d  o f  g r a d u a tin g  
m ore a n d  m ore stu den ts.
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S E T T I N G  S T A N D A R D S

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  is usin g th e  same c u rr ic u lu m  in  all 
N .W .T .  schools. C h ild r e n  are be ing ta u g h t the sam e t h in g , so y o u ’ d 
t h in k  t h e y ’ d a ll be d o in g  e q u a lly  w e ll in  s c h o o l. B u t  in d ic a tio n s  
a re , th e y  are n o t. T h is  has been an e spe cia lly co m m o n  c o m p la in t 
a b o u t G r a d e  N in e  stu den ts.

G r a d e  N i n e  is a tu r n in g  p o in t in  the  N .W .T .  school system . I t  is 
th e  la st g ra d e  o f  th e  N .W .T .  c u r r ic u lu m . I t  is th e  la st g ra d e  
b e fo re  h ig h  school a n d  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  A l b e r t a  h ig h  scho o l 
c u r r ic u lu m . F o r  m a n y  s tu d e n ts  it  is a lso  the  la s t g ra d e  a v a ila b le  
in  th e ir  hom e c o m m u n ity . T h e y  go on to  G r a d e  T e n  in  one o f  the 
la rg e r, p r e d o m in a n tly  n o n -n a tiv e  centres.

Te ac h e rs a n d  parents a lik e  h ave  o fte n  cla im e d  th a t c o m m u n ity  G r a d e  
N in e  gra d u a te s  are n o t re a lly  a t G r a d e  N in e  le ve l. T h e y  say th e y 
are r e a lly  b e lo w  th e  le v e l e x p e c te d  o f  th e m  to  p e r f o r m  w e ll in 
G r a d e  T e n , a n d  to com pete w ith  th e ir  classmates fr o m  the b ig g er 
centres.

T o  t r y  to  e s ta b lis h  ju s t w h a t  th e  G r a d e  N i n e  le v e l s h o u ld  b e , to 
m a k e  s u re  tea ch ers across the  N o r t h  k n o w  h o w  to test f o r  th a t 
le v e l, a n d  to  m ea s u re  w h e th e r  s tu d e n ts  across th e  N .W .T .  are 
r e a c h in g  th a t  le v e l, th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  in tr o d u c e d  the 
M id d le -Y e a r s  A c h ie v e m e n t T e s tin g  P ro g ra m  tw o  years a go . I t ’ s also 
ca lle d  th e  G r a d e  N in e  T e s tin g  P r o g ra m . I t  is a system  o f  q u a lity
c o n tro l-s e ttin g  sta n d a rds  to m ake sure G r a d e  N in e  is G r a d e  N in e  no
m a tte r w h e re  yo u  go to school in  the N .W .T .  So f a r  th e re  h ave  been
tests in  W r it in g , M a th e m a tic s , R e a d in g  a n d  S c ie n c e , a n d  a S o c ia l 
S tu d ies  test w ill  be in tro d u c e d  th is y e a r.

I t  is s t i l l  to o  s o o n  to  d e c id e  w h e th e r  a ll  o u r  s tu d e n ts  a re
re a c h in g  an acceptable G r a d e  N in e  le v e l, since the  tests them selves 
a re  s till  b e in g  r e v is e d  a n d  r e w r i tt e n . B u t th e re  is one  e a r ly  
in d ic a to r  th a t can p r o v id e  im p o r ta n t g u id a n c e  to the  D e p a r tm e n t o f  
E d u c a tio n . I t  came f r o m  last y e a r’ s w r it in g  test. S e v e n ty  pe rce n t 
o f  th e  essays w r it t e n  w e re  ju d g e d  to be a c c e p ta b le  o r  b e tte r f o r  
G r a d e  N i n e . B u t  la n g u a g e  m a d e  a ll th e  d iff e r e n c e . E i g h t y - f i v e  
p e rc e n t o f  th e  E n g lis h -la n g u a g e  s tu d e n ts  w r o te  a c c e p ta b ly . O n l y  
f o r t y  pe rce n t o f  the stu den ts w h o  said th a t E n g lis h  was no t th e ir  
f ir s t  la n g u a g e  w ro te  a c c e p ta b ly.

Ch an ce s a re , i f  language  m akes th a t m uch d iffe r e n c e  in  the  w r itin g  
te s t , i t  m a y  a lso  m a k e  a c o n s id e r a b le  d i f f e r e n c e  in  n a t iv e  
s tu d e n ts  p e r f o r m a n c e  in  a ll o th e r  s u b je c ts , s in c e  la n g u a g e  
c o m pre h e n sio n  is k e y  to all le a rn in g .
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T h e s e  e a r ly  results h a v e  a lr e a d y  g iv e n  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  a c le a re r
in d ic a tio n  o f  th e  d ir e c tio n  it  m u s t ta k e  to  m a k e  sure N .W .T .  
s tu d e n ts  c a n  a c h ie v e  the  d e s ire d  s ta n d a r d s . T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  m ust
e va lu a te  a n d  im p ro v e  la n g u a g e  pro g ram s  in  p r im a r y  school grades. 
We m ust also s e rio u s ly e v a lu a te  the  need f o r  m ore E n g lis h  Second 
L a n g u a g e  P ro g ra m s  in  N .W .T .  schools.

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t has a lre a d y  ta k e n  s p e c ific  a c tio n . A  c o n s u lta n t is 
w o r k in g  w ith  the G r a d e  T h r e e  a n d  F o u r  stu den ts in  F o r t  F r a n k l i n , 
F o r t  S im p s o n , a n d  E s k im o  P o in t to  assess the la n g u a g e  s k ills , and 
p a r tic u la r ly  the re a d in g  s k ills , o f  c h ild re n  w h o  are b e in g , o r h a ve  
b e e n , ta u g h t  in  n a t iv e  la n g u a g e s . H e  is d e v e lo p in g  w a y s  to  test
these s k ills , a n d  he w i l l  p re p a re  a r e p o r t  b y  th e  e n d  o f  th is
school ye a r.

We are also d e ve lo p in g  p ro g ra m  guides f o r  a ll a b o r ig in a l languages 
ta u g h t in  K in d e r g a r te n  to G r a d e  S ix  a n d  a b ilin g u a l la n g u a g e  p o lic y  
w i ll  be re a d y  to g u id e  a ll la ngua ge  pro g ram s  b y  th is  S e p te m b e r.

T h e s e  steps are be in g  ta k e n  because the  D e p a r tm e n t rec og n ize s  th a t 
a ll students m ust reach the  same degree o f  E n g lis h  la n g u a g e  skills 
b y  the e nd o f  G r a d e  N i n e , o r  p r e fe r a b ly  b y  the e nd o f  G r a d e  S i x , no 
m a tte r w h a t th e ir  language  b a c k g ro u n d  is w h e n  th e y  s ta rt school.

La n g u a g e  d e ve lo p m e n t is ju s t one area th a t m a y  be im p ro v e d  as a 
re s u lt o f  the fin d in g s  o f  the G r a d e  N in e  T e s tin g  P r o g ra m .



ABORIGINAL LANGUAGES AND CULTURES

I t  h as s o m e tim e s  b e en  s a id  t h a t  th e  b ig g e s t s in g le  t h r e a t  to  
a b o r ig in a l la n g u a g e s  a n d  c u ltu re s  in  the  N o r t h  has been th e  
schools.

T h e r e  is no d e n y in g  th a t in  the  past the  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n
has n o t h a d  a lo n g  lis t o f  successes w h e n  it  com es to  n a tiv e  
languages. H o w e v e r , th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f E d u c a tio n  can say th a t to d a y  
it  does h a v e  a lo n g  lis t o f  th in g s  it  is d o in g , a n d  has hopes o f  
d o in g  in  the  ye ars a h e a d , in  a n honest e f f o r t  to  re fle c t the  w ishes
o f  people in  c o m m u n itie s , a n d  to g iv e  c h ild r e n  the la ngua ge  s kills
th e y  need. A b o r i g in a l  languages h a v e  been m ad e  a p r io r it y  b y  the  
D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n .

T h e r e  is good reason f o r  this. F i r s t , the  people o f  the  N o r th w e s t
T e r r ito r ie s  h a v e  said th is is w h a t th e y  w a n t. T h e y  h a ve  said th a t
th e y  w a n t  th e  la n g u a g e s  o f  th e  n a t iv e  m a j o r it y  o f  th e  N o r th w e s t
T e r r it o r ie s  r e c o g n ize d  a n d  p r o te c te d . T h e y  s a id  it  th r o u g h  th e ir  
M L A s ,  in  L e g is la tiv e  A s s e m b ly  debates on the o f f ic ia l  languages o f  
the N o r th w e s t  T e r rito rie s . T h e y  said it  a ga in  in  the h earings held 
in  1985 a n d  1986 b y  th e  T a s k  F o r c e  o n  A b o r i g in a l  La n g u a g e s .

S e c o n d ly , th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a t i o n  is c o m m itte d  to  a b o r ig in a l 
la ngua ge  d e ve lo p m e n t because we n o w  k n o w  m ore  a b o u t h o w  c h ild re n  
le arn th a n  w e  d id  ye a rs a go. We n o w  k n o w  th a t i f  c h ild r e n  are to
do w e ll in  school in  a n y  o f  the subjects th e y  are ta u g h t, th e y  m ust
h ave  a good grasp o f  th e ir  o w n  la n g u a g e  fir s t .

W ith  the  m o n e y  a n d  tra in e d  people it  has a v a ila b le , th e  D e p a r tm e n t 
o f  E d u c a t io n  is tr y in g  to p r o v id e  th a t good base in  la ngua ge  th a t 
c h ild re n  ne ed. We are m a k in g  im p o r ta n t progress in  tr a in in g  m ore 
n a tiv e -s p e a k in g  teachers. We are d e v e lo p in g  m o re  a n d  b e tte r n a tiv e  
la ngua ge  bo oks and o th e r classroom  m a te ria ls . We are b e g in n in g  to 
e v a lu a te  the  progress o f  stu den ts b e in g  ta u g h t in  n a tiv e  languages. 
We are im p r o v in g  the  a b o rig in a l a n d  E n g lis h  la ngua ge  p rogram s f o r  
K i n d e r g a r t e n  to  G r a d e  S i x , a n d  w e  re c o g n ize  th e  n e e d  f o r  m o re  
E n g lis h  S econ d L a n g u a g e  P ro gra m s .

So f a r , th e  eastern A r c t ic  is s h o w in g  the  m ost progress in  the use 
o f  a b o r ig in a l la n g u a g e s  in  sc h o o l. M o s t B a f f i n  schools c o n d u c t 
a b o u t s e v e n t y - f i v e  p e rc e n t o f  t h e ir  p r im a r y  school te a c h in g  in 
I n u k t i t u t .  A t  the  o th e r end o f  the scale is th e  F o r t  S m ith  R e g io n . 
E x c e p t  f o r  F o r t  S im p s o n , w h e re  S la v e y  im m e rs io n  is ta u g h t in  G ra d e s  
O n e  a n d  T w o ,  o n ly  a b o u t ten p e rc e n t o f  class tim e  in  G r a d e s  
K in d e r g a r te n  to  T h re e  is n o w  in n a tiv e  languages.
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Aboriginal Language Coanc* 
Enrolment la IMS-16 
By Rcfloa aad Grade

Sludeati Earoled la 
Aboriginal Language Courte* Taugbl

Native
Enrolment K-9

As A First Language 
Enrolment 9b 

of Native Students

As A Second Languai 
Enrolment 9. 

of Native Students

NWT
All Gredes 8205 3729 (459«) 1987 (249.)

K-3 4347 2083 (489«) 1048 (249b)
4-6 2433 1051 (439«) 614 (25%)
7-9 1425 595 (429») 325 (239b)

Baffin
All Grades 2389 1933 (8 19«) 263 (119.)

K-3 1134 1027 (919») 56 ( 59b)
4-6 754 541 (729«) 91 (129b)
7-9 501 365 (73 9 .) 116 (239b)

Kecwatln
All Grades 1361 1310 (969») 90 ( 7 9 .)

K-3 731 715 (989 .) 40 ( 3 9 .)
4-6 424 397 (949.) 32 ( 89 .)
7-9 206 198 (969») 18 ( 99b)

Kitikmeot
All Grades 957 119 (I2 9 t) 688 (729.)

K-3 572 109 (199b) 404 (719.)
4-6 320 10 ( 3 9 .) 225 (70% )
7-9 65 0  ( 09«) 59 (91% )

Iuuvik
All Grades 1331 137 (109.) 452 (349.)

K-3 681 52 ( 8 9 .) 311 (469.)
4-6 358 59 (169.) 84 (239.)
7-9 292 26 ( 99») 57 (209.)

Fort Smith
All Grades 1795 230 (139.) 494 (289.)

K-3 1044 180 (179.) 237 (23% )
4-6 494 44 ( 9 9 .) 182 (379.)
7-9 257 6 ( 29«) 75 (29% )

Note:
1. The enrolment figures are based on Department o f  Education, October 31, 1985 enrolment, and the 

language information is based on the Aboriginal Language Survey published by the Department in May,

2. In some schools non-native children have been included in the aboriginal language courses, and some 
students have been counted as enroled in both first and second language courses.

P e rh a p s the  biggest single obstacle to n a tiv e  la n g u a g e  p rogram s in 
th e  past h as been th e  la c k  o f  a v a ila b le  q u a l i f i e d  te a c h e rs . T o o  
o fte n  n a tiv e  language  in stru c to rs  in schools h a ve  been people w ith  
g o o d  la n g u a g e  s k i l l s , a n d  g o o d  i n t e n t i o n s , b u t l i t t l e  o r  no 
k n o w le d g e  o f  h o w  to  teach. T h is  is c h a n g in g . L a n g u a g e , lite ra c y  
a n d  te a c h in g  s k ills  are a ll p a r t  o f  th e  N .W .T . ’ s tw o  T e a c h e r  
E d u c a tio n  P ro g ra m s .
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In  th e  w e s t, t h ir t y - t w o  b ilin g u a l D e n e  teachers h a ve  g ra d u a te d  fr o m  
th is  p r o g r a m . T h i r t y - e i g h t  m o re  b ilin g u a l s tu d e n ts  are e n ro le d  
th is  y e a r . I t  is e xp e c te d  th a t these n u m b e rs  w i ll  c o n tin u e  to
increase.

In  th e  e a s t, f o r t y - e i g h t  b ilin g u a l I n u i t  te a c h e rs  h a v e  a lre a d y  
g r a d u a te d . F o r t y  p e rc e n t o f  a ll K i n d e r g a r t e n  to  G r a d e  T h r e e
p o s itio n s  are f i l l e d  b y  b ilin g u a l s t a f f .  E v e n t u a l l y , m ost n e w  
te a c h in g  p o s itio n s  in  the  e a s t, a n d  th e  w e s t, w i l l  be f i l l e d  b y
n o r th e r n -tr a in e d  teachers.

M u c h  o f  this tea ch er tra in in g  is n o w  be in g  d o ne  in  the f i e l d , at 
th re e  n e w  C e n tre s  f o r  T e a c h in g  a n d  L e a r n in g . T h e y  are in  E s k im o
P o in t , F o r t  F r a n k l i n  a n d  F o r t  S im p s o n . A t  least thre e  m ore C e n tres 
w ill  be set u p  o v e r the n e x t y e a r. Te a c h e rs  are tra in e d  h e re , and 
c o u rs e  m a te ria ls  f o r  a b o r ig in a l la n g u a g e  a n d  c u ltu r e  classes are 
also p r e p a re d  h e re . B e tte r  tr a in e d  te a c h e rs , a n d  b e tte r p re p a re d  
te a c h in g  m a te ria ls  are b o u n d  to lead to b e tte r school p rogram s in
n a t i v e  la n g u a g e s  a n d  c u ltu r e s . I n c r e a s i n g l y , th r o u g h  t h e ir
d iv is io n a l  b o a r d s , it  w i ll  be u p  to  lo c a l p e o p le  to  d e c id e  on the
language  o f  in s tru c tio n  a n d  c o n te n t o f  language  pro g ram s .

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a t io n  is also a b o u t to  g iv e  c r e d it  to
stu den ts w h o  a lre a d y  h ave  good n a tiv e  la n g u a g e  s k ills . I t  is hoped
t h a t  b e g in n in g  t h is  y e a r , s p e c ia l e x a m s  f o r  N . W . T .  a b o r i g i n a l  
languages w ill  h elp h ig h  school students earn cre dits  to w a rd s  th e ir  
h ig h  school d ip lo m a .

T h e r e  is also progress in  d e v e lo p in g  r e le v a n t  n o r th e r n  c u ltu r a l 
p rogram s f o r  h ig h  school. T h e  D e n e  N a t i o n , a n d  the  In u it  S ila ttu q - 
s a r v i n g a t  o f  E s k i m o  P o i n t  a re  d e v e lo p i n g  a b o r ig in a l  s tu d ie s  
p ro g ra m s  f o r  th e ir  re s p e c tiv e  c u ltu r a l  g ro u p s . T h e  p ro g ra m s  w i ll  
in c lu d e  a b o r ig in a l h is t o r y , tr a d it io n a l  s k ills , a n d  t o d a y ’ s issues. 
T h e s e  w ill  be c re d it courses f o r  G r a d e  T e n .

F i n a l l y ,  a n  a lte r n a ti v e  p r o g r a m  to  te a ch  t r a d it io n a l  la n d  s k ills  
w i l l  be p ilo te d  in  c e r ta in  N .W .T .  schools d u r in g  the  n e x t school 
y e a r based on a L a n d  S k ills  P ro g ra m  b e in g  d e ve lo p e d  b y  a n a tiv e  
N o r th e r n e r .

T h e s e  a re  th e  th in g s  the  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a t io n  is d o in g  to 
s u p p o r t a b o r ig in a l la n g u a g e s  a n d  c u ltu re s  th r o u g h  N .W .T .  schools. 
T h e  D e p a r tm e n t hopes th a t these e ffo r ts  w ill c o n trib u te  to fu tu r e  
successes in  n a tiv e  languages.

20



ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS

W h at a b o u t a ll th e  y o u n g  people w h o  h a v e  n o t d o n e  w e ll in  the e x is t
in g school s yste m , no m a tte r h o w  h a rd  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  is 
t r y in g  to im p ro v e  it? W hat a b o u t a ll those w h o  s im p ly  w ill  ne ver 
leave th e ir  hom e c o m m u n ity  to fin is h  h ig h  school? In  m a n y  c o m m u n i
ties this is m ore ty p ic a l th a n  the  m uch  sm a lle r h a n d fu l w h o  a c tu a lly  
go on to  a re g io n a l h ig h  school a n d  g ra d u a te . T h is  is the k in d  o f  
q u e stio n  th a t has lead to the d e v e lo p m e n t o f  A lt e r n a t iv e  Scho o l P r o 
gram s in  the  N .W .T .

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  n o w  has t w o  in c r e a s in g ly  p o p u la r  
program s in te n d e d  f o r  this g ro u p  o f  c o m m u n ity  y o u n g  people: the 
C o m m u n it y  O c c u p a t io n a l P r o g r a m  ( C O P ) ,  a n d  th e  S e n io r  P r a c tic a l 
P ro g ra m  (S P P ). B o th  program s are tw o  ye ars lo n g . B o th  e m ph asize  
p e rs o n a l d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  w o r k  e x p e r ie n c e . T h e  g o a l is to  h e lp  
these stu den ts becom e good em ployees a n d  in d e p e n d e n t people.

T h e  C O P  p ro g ra m  has g ro w n  tre m e n d o u s ly  in  f o u r  y e a rs . A t  fir s t  
o n ly  B a k e r  L a k e  a n d  R a e  E d z o  c a r r ie d  th e  p r o g r a m . N o w  it  is 
a v a ila b le  in  13 c o m m u n itie s  a n d  19 7 stu den ts are e n ro le d  th is ye a r. 
T h e y  spend h a lf  o f  th e ir  tim e  in  s c h o o l, le a rn in g  p ra c tic a l E n g lis h  
a n d  M a t h  s k ills  s u c h  as b a n k i n g , c a ta lo g u e  s h o p p in g , u s in g  
telephones a n d  tele ph on e  bo oks, a n d  f i l l i n g  o u t fo rm s .

T h e  o th e r  h a l f  o f  th e  tw o  y e a r p r o g r a m  is s p e n t on th e  jo b . 
S tu d e n ts  m a y  r o ta te  th r o u g h  v a r io u s  jo b s  a r o u n d  to w n : s to c k in g
s h e lv e s  o r  c a s h in g  a t  th e  s to r e , h e lp in g  w i t h  c lin ic s  a t  th e  
N u r s in g  S ta t io n , h e lp in g  the  ja n it o r  a t the  s c h o o l, o r  h e lp in g  o u t 
at th e  c o m m u n ity  o ffic e s .

Community Occupational Program Growth

Community 1983-84 1984-85 1985-86 1986*87
Rae Edzo + + + +
Baker Lake + . _ +
Cambridge Bay + + +
Pangnirtung + + +
Pond Inlet + + +
G joa Haven + +
Sanikiluaq +
Fort Simpson + +
Arctic Bay + +
Coppermine +
Resolute Bay +
Rankin Inlet +
Iqaluit (Frobisher Bay) +
Tuktoyaktuk +
Total Communities 2 4 8 13

Note: This symbol indicates the program was not delivered that year.

T h e  S e n io r  P r a c tic a l P r o g r a m  ( S P P )  is n o t o f f e r e d  in  i n d i v id u a l  
c o m m u n it ie s . I t  is ta u g h t  a t r e g io n a l h ig h  s c h o o ls , so the 
students m ust be m a tu re  e nough to liv e  a w a y  fr o m  hom e in a hostel. 
I t  is also h a l f  c la s s ro o m , h a l f  t r a i n i n g , b u t  s tu d e n ts  c o n c e n tra te  
on one w o r k  area. In  R a n k in  In le t , f o r  e x a m p le , it w i ll  be T r a v e l 
and T o u r is m .
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S P P  has also e x p a n d e d . It  began in  F ro b is h e r  B a y  th re e  years ago. 
T h is  ye a r it  is also a v a ila b le  in  R a n k i n  In le t  a n d  I n u v i k .

It  is s till e a r ly  to m easure the  success o f  C O P  a n d  S P P . T h e  fa c t 
th a t b o th  p ro g ra m s  a re  g r o w in g  sh o w s  th e y  a re  f i l l i n g  a n e e d. 
T h e r e  is also some in d ic a tio n  th a t stu den ts m a y  g a in  e no ugh  s e lf- 
c o n fid e n c e  th r o u g h  th e  p ro g ra m  th a t  th e y  a c tu a lly  d o  b e tte r  in  
th e ir  a c a d e m ic  s u b je c ts  th a n  th e y  h a v e  e v e r d o n e  b e fo r e . T h a t  
gives hope th a t some m a y  even be a b le  to  u p g ra d e  them selves to the 
p o in t  o f  g e ttin g  th e ir  h ig h  school d ip lo m a  a f t e r  a ll. O th e r s  m a y  
catch up e n o u g h  to  q u a l i f y  f o r  tr a in in g  in  a tra d e .

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  is w o r k in g  to increase th e  n u m b e r o f  
h ig h  school g ra d u a te s , a n d  to redu ce  the n u m b e r o f  d ro p o u ts . T h e  
n u m b e r o f  d ro p o u ts  has been h igh  u n t il  n o w . We hope th a t as m ore 
g ra de s be com e  a v a ila b le  in  the c o m m u n itie s , as lo c a l p e o p le  ta k e  
o v e r  m o re  r e s p o n s ib ility  f o r  e d u c a tio n  th r o u g h  th e ir  L E A s  a n d  
d iv is io n a l b o a rd s , a n d  as a b o rig in a l language  a n d  c u ltu ra l program s 
a re  s tr e n g th e n e d , y o u n g  people w i l l  d o  b e tte r in  s c h o o l, a n d  w i ll  
be e n co u ra ge d  to stay in  school lo n g e r. A s  th e  n u m b e r o f  d ro p o u ts  
d e c lin e s  th e re  w i l l  be less need f o r  a lte r n a ti v e  p ro g ra m s  such  as 
C O P  a n d  S P P .

In  th e  m e a n tim e , a lte r n a tiv e  s c h o o l p r o g r a m s  a re  a n  im p o r ta n t  
a tte m p t to  e q u ip  y o u n g  people w i t h  th e  s e lf-c o n fid e n c e  a n d  s e lf- 
relian ce  th e y ’ ll need to liv e  u s e fu l live s .
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SPECIAL NEEDS

In  1982, the Spe cial C o m m itte e  on E d u c a tio n  m ade  several re c o m m e n d 
a tio n s  a b o u t s pe cia l needs e d u c a tio n  based o n  the p r in c ip le  th a t 
a ll c h ild re n  h a ve  the rig h t to  an e ffe c tiv e  le a rn in g  p ro g ra m .

T h e  S p e c ia l C o m m it t e e  s a id  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  s p e c ia l n e e d s , 
w h e th e r th e y  are h a n d ic a p p e d  or g ift e d , sho uld be able to liv e  in  
th e ir  o w n  c o m m u n itie s , go to the  lo ca l s c h o o l, a n d  be p a r t  o f  a 
r e g u la r c la s s ro o m . T o  h e lp  them  reach  th e ir  f u l l  p o te n t ia l , the 
S p e c ia l C o m m it t e e  s a id  these c h i l d r e n  s h o u ld  h a v e  t h e i r  o w n  
s p e c i a l l y - d e v e l o p e d  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m , a n d  s p e c i a l l y - t r a i n e d  
teachers.

F i v e  years la te r the D e p a rtm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  can say th a t it  has 
tak e n  m a jo r steps to w a rd s  m eeting the needs o f  the N .W .T . ’ s special 
needs stu d e n ts . In  1985 the  M in is te r  o f  E d u c a tio n  released G u id e 
lin es f o r  S p e c ia l N e e d s  E d u c a t i o n . T h e  g u id e lin e s  in c lu d e  an 
in v e n to r y  o f  the special needs in  the N .W .T .

T h e  n u m b e rs  in d ic a te  th a t f i f t e e n  p e rc e n t o f  c h ild r e n  e n r o le d  in  
N .W .T . schools re q u ire  special needs e d u c a tio n  a t one o f  the  three 
le ve ls a v a ila b le . O n l y  h a l f  a p e rc e n t need a s p e c ia l a s s is ta n t on 
a fu l l - t i m e  basis (a b o u t 70  s tu d e n ts ). A n o t h e r  tw o  a n d  a h a l f  
percent re q u ire  a special needs assistant f o r  m ore  th a n  tw o  hours 
each d a y . T h e  o th e r  12 p e rc e n t m a y  in c lu d e  som e s tu d e n ts  w ith  
severe le a rn in g  proble m s.

T o  h elp the special needs s tu d en ts , a b o u t 800 I n d iv id u a l  E d u c a tio n  
Pro gra m s  ( I E P s )  h a ve  a lre a d y  been set up  th r o u g h o u t the T e r r i t o r y . 
P a re n ts  w o r k  w i th  th e  s cho o l p r in c ip a l  a n d  the s p e c ia l needs 
te a c h e r/a s s is ta n t to  d e v e lo p  these i n d i v i d u a l  p r o g r a m s . T h e y  are 
based on th e  c h ild ’ s p h y s ic a l, c u l t u r a l , a n d  la n g u a g e  n e e d s , the 
c h ild ’ s a b ilitie s  r ig h t n o w , a n d  the p o te n tia l f o r  progress.

T o  h e lp  th e  S p e c ia l N e e d s  In s tr u c to r s , a n  a g re e m e n t w ith  M c G i l l  
U n i v e r s i t y  in  M o n tr e a l is b e in g  f i n a l i z e d  to p r o v id e  courses to 
c e r tif y  N .W .T .  teachers in special needs e d u c a tio n . O u r  goal is to 
h a v e  a ll  th e  s p e c ia l n e e ds te a c h e r s , a s s is ta n ts  a n d  r e g io n a l 
co o rd in a to rs  w e  need w ith in  the  n e xt three years.

T h e  special needs program s and teachers are an e xp e n sive  a d d itio n  
to the D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  b u d g e t. T h is  y e a r a b o u t f o u r  a n d  a 
h a l f  m i l l i o n  d o lla r s  w i l l  be n e e d e d . B u t  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  is 
c o m m itte d  to m a k in g  u p  f o r  an area o f e d u c a tio n  th a t was la rg e ly 
n e g le c te d  in  th e  p a s t. I t  is also c o m m itte d  to  r e f l e c t i n g  the 
wishes o f  N .W .T .  pare nts w h o  m ade it  clear to the S pecial C o m m itte e  
on E d u c a tio n . T h e y  w a n t th e ir  c h ild re n  liv in g  at h om e , no t in  the 
s o u th e rn  in s titu tio n s  w h e re  th e y  h a v e  o ft e n  been l i v i n g  in  the 
past, w ith  no sense o f  b e lo n g in g  a n y w h e re .



ADULT EDUCATION

" Y o u ’ re n e v e r too o ld  to  le a r n , arid y o u ’ re n e ve r too o ld  to 
go to school. L e a r n in g  is a life lo n g  ch allen ge."

T h a t  was the u n d e r ly in g  them e o f  the Spe cial C o m m itte e  on E d u c a tio n  
r e p o r t , L e a r n i n g : T r a d i t i o n  a n d  C h a n g e . A n d  t h a t ’ s th e  t h i n k i n g  
b e h in d  the im p ro v e m e n ts  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a t io n  has m ade  to 
the A d u l t  E d u c a tio n  P ro g ra m .

T h e  purpose o f  a d u lt  e d u c a tio n  is to h e lp  people a d ju s t to a r a p id ly -  
c h a n g in g  N o r t h . O n e  o f  those changes is the in c re a sin g  n u m b e r o f  
people w h o  a re  l iv in g  in  to w n  in stead o f  on the  la n d . T h a t  m eans 
more, people n e e d in g  jobs. M a n y  o f  th e m  need to  u p g ra d e  th e ir  e d u ca 
tio n  in  o rd e r to get those jo b s , a n d  m a n y  y o u n g e r a d u lts  w a n t to s ta rt 
by fin is h in g  the  h ig h  school d ip lo m a  th e y  d id n ’ t q u ite  fin is h  in  school. 
O th e r s , m o s tly o ld e r p e o p le , n e ve r h a d  a chance to go to school f o r  
lo n g , i f  at a ll , a n d  th e y  w a n t to le arn the  b a s ic s ...re a d in g , w r it in g  and 
a rith m e tic .

L a s t  S e p te m b e r, the A d u l t  Basic E d u c a tio n  P ro g ra m  - a d u lt  G ra d e s  O n e  
to N i n e  - was im p ro v e d  a n d  s ta n d a rd ize d  across the  T e r r ito r ie s . T h is  is 
one e xa m p le  o f  th e  D e p a r tm e n t’ s e ffo r ts  to im p ro v e  the  q u a lity  and 
the q u a n tity  o f  a d u lt  e d u c a tio n  p rogram s in  a ll parts o f  the  N .W .T .

Som e people need h e lp  w ith  p ra c tic a l th in g s : h o w  to  w r ite  a ch eq u e,
h o w  to m anage m o n e y , the p rin c ip le s  o f  good n u t r it io n , or h o w  to ru n  
a house in  t o w n , c o m ple te  w ith  a pp lia n c e s . O th e r s  need h elp w ith  life  
s kills: d e v e lo p in g  th e  pe rsonal s tre n g th  to cope w ith  the social changes 
a ro u n d  th e m ; d e v e lo p in g  the s e lf-c o n fid e n c e  to h a n d le  a jo b  in te r v ie w , 
a n d  e v e n t u a lly  a n e w  jo b . S til l  o th e rs  need to a c q u ir e  s k ills  to 
q u a l i f y  f o r  trades o r  a p p re n tic e s h ip  pro g ram s . B u t  m a n y  a d u lts  do no t 
w a n t to le a v e  t h e ir  fa m ilie s  a n d  h o m e  c o m m u n itie s  to get the 
u p g ra d e d  s k ills  th e y  need.

Number of Students Enroled in 
Community Adult Education Programs 

N.W.T. 1983/84 to 1985/86

Note: Education/Employment Oriented Training Programs Only. Students enroled in Arctic College extension 
and institutional programs are not included.

Region Population' Adult Pop.1 83/84 84/85 85/86
Inuvik 8,228 5,349 102 106 200
Ft. Smith 24,790 16,180 244 383 357
Kitikmeot 3,634 2,042 149 184 174
Keewatin 4,832 2,544 153 252 306
Baffin 9,528 5,048 1,382 1,393 1,533

Total: 51,012 31,163 2,030
(6 .5 % )'

2,318
(7.4% )

2,570
(8.2% )

Notes: 1 Regional Population June 1985

' Adult population 15-65+ and not in school full-time December 1984.

' %  o f Adults enroled in Education/Employment oriented training programs.
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A d u l t  e d u c a tio n  p ro g ra m s  h ave  been de ve lo pe d  to respond to  a ll o f  
these needs. A n d , just as im p o r t a n tly , the  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  
has m ade this ran ge  o f  p rogram s a v a ila b le  a t the c o m m u n ity  le v e l.

A d u l t  e d u c a tio n  p ro g ra m s  h a v e  becom e in c r e a s in g ly  p o p u la r . L a s t  
y e a r , in  th e  I n u v i k  r e g io n  a lo n e , th e re  w e re  tw o  h u n d r e d  p e o p le  
e n ro le d  in  e d u c a tio n /e m p lo y m e n t p ro g ra m s  f o r  a d u lts . T h r e e  years ago 
th e re  w e re  o n ly  h a lf  th a t m a n y . In  1985-86 o v e r e ig h t pe rce n t o f  the 
to ta l a d u lt  p o p u la tio n  o f  the N .W .T .  w as in v o lv e d  in  c o m m u n ity  a d u lt 
e d u c a tio n /e m p lo y m e n t pro g ram s .

A tte n d a n c e  fig u re s  are ju s t as r e v e a lin g . In  the  K i t i k m e o t  re g io n , f o r  
e x a m p le , a tte n d a n c e  at a d u lt e d u c a tio n  classes last ye a r was s e v e n ty - 
n in e  p e rc e n t— even h ig h e r th a n  in  some schools in  the  reg io n .

T h e  e n ro lm e n t a n d  a tte n d a n c e  fig u re s  are clear p r o o f th a t the D e p a r t 
m e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  has c o rre c tly  i d e n t ifie d , a n d  is su cce s sfu lly re s p o n d 
in g  to , c o m m u n ity  needs f o r  e d u c a tio n  at a ll le ve ls , a n d  f o r  a ll ages.

A d u l t  Basic U p g r a d in g  w ill  c o n tin u e  to  be im p o r ta n t f o r  some years to 
com e. B u t  as the  le a rn in g  needs o f  a d u lts  change a d u lt  e d u c a tio n  p r o 
gram s w i ll  also change to  p r o v id e  people w ith  r e le v a n t life -lo n g  le a r n 
in g  o p p o rtu n itie s .
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POST SECONDARY EDUCATION

E v e r y  ye a r m ore N o r th e rn e r s  a re  te m p o ra r ily  le a v in g  the N .W .T .  to 
s tu d y  a t s o u th e rn  colleges 01 u n iv e r s itie s . T h e  N .W .T . ’ s f i n a n c i a l  
a ssistance p r o g r a m  is n o w  set u p  to  e n c o u ra g e  these s tu d e n ts  to  
r e tu r n  to the N o r t h  to w o r k  once th e y  g ra d u a te . T h a t ’ s w h y  th e  
increase in  n u m b e rs is so e n c o u ra g in g . T h e  N o r t h  can lo o k  fo r w a r d  
to  re a p in g  th e  b e n e fits  o f  the s kills these people w ill b r in g  b a c k  
hom e w ith  th e m .

Regional Distribution of NWT Residents Attending Universities 
in Southern Canada and Receiving Financial Assistance

2 2 5 - / "

200- /

Regional Distribution o f NWT Residents Attending Colleges/Technical Schools 
in Southern Canada and Receiving Financial Assistance 

1983/84 to 1986/87

6  Keewatin 
B  Kitikmeot

Year 83/84 84/85 85/86 86/87
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In  th e  p a s t , th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  N . W . T .  s p o n s o re d  n o n - n a t i v e  
g ra d u a te s  f r o m  colleges a n d  u n iv e r s itie s  in  th e  s o u th  has a lw a y s  
been m uch  h ig h e r th a n  the percentage o f  n o n -n a tiv e  people . B u t n o w  
the re  are p o s itiv e  signs th a t m ore and m ore n a tiv e  people w ill  be 
am o ngst those g ra d u a tin g .

T h is  y e a r m a y  m a rk  the b e g in n in g  o f  a n e w  tre n d . In  19 8 6 -8 7, 738 
N o r th e r n  stu den ts are be in g  s po n so red , co m pa re d  to 387 in 1983-86, 
w h ic h  is an increase o f  26 % . T h e  m a jo r reason fo r  th is increase is 
th e  n u m b e r  o f  spo n so re d  n a tiv e  s tu d e n ts . N .W .T .  n a tiv e  s tu d e n t 
e n ro lm e n t in  the  sou th  has a lm ost d o u b le d , fr o m  1 1 0  last y e a r , to 
2 0 1 th is  y e a r . W h a t's  m o r e , th e  in c re a s e  in  n a t i v e  s tu d e n ts  
e n r o l e d  in  p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  s tu d ie s  a p p lie s  to  a ll  n o r t h e r n  
a b o rig in a l gro u ps.

T h e  biggest ju m p  in  e n ro lm e n t, th o u g h , is in  th e  n u m b e r o f  In u it . 
S e v e n ty  I n u i t  s tu d e n ts  a re  e n r o le d  in  s o u th e rn  in s titu tio n s  th is  
y e a r . T h a t ’ s a lm o s t tw o  a n d  a h a l f  tim e s  as m a n y  as th e  y e a r  
b e fo r e . T h e  D e n e  a n d  M e tis  s tu d e n t e n r o lm e n t in cre a se d  b y  60 %  
c o m pa red  to the 1985-86 e n ro lm e n t.

University and College/Technlcal School Enrollments by 
Ethnic Statua N.W.T. 19S3/S4 to 1986/17

Ethnic Statui 1983/84 1984/8S 1988/86 1986/87
Dene 26 20 25 45
Inuit 28 37 28 70
Metis 45 58 57 86
Non-Native 406 458 477 537
Total: 505 573 587 738

T h e  d ip lo m a s  a n d  degrees these N .W .T .  stu den ts w ill b rin g  b a ck  to 
the n o rth  w ith  the m  w ill c o n trib u te  to w a rd s  a goal o f  N .W .T .  s e lf- 
r e lia n c e  in  m o re  tra d e s  a n d  p ro fe s s io n s . T h e  n a tiv e  g ra d u a te s  in  
p a r t ic u l a r  w i l l  s e rve  as im p o r ta n t  ro le  m od e ls  f o r  o th e r  n o r th e r n  
stu den ts as th e y  co nside r th e ir  o w n  path s f o r  the f u tu r e .

Id e a lly , these e a rly  u n iv e r s ity  gra d u a te s  m a y  e ve n  h a ve  an im p o r 
ta n t role to p la y  one d a y  in the e s ta b lish m e n t o f  o u r o w n  u n iv e r 
s ity  here in  the N o r th !



A R C T I C  C O L L E G E

F o r  y e a rs  N o r th e r n e r s  h a v e  c o m p la in e d  th a t th e  best jo bs in
g o v e r n m e n t a n d  in  in d u s t r y  h a v e  gone to  p e o p le  f r o m  s o u th e rn  
C a n a d a . T o d a y  m ore a n d  m ore N o r th e rn e r s  re a lize  th a t the  o n ly  w a y
to  c h a n g e  th a t  s itu a tio n  is f o r  m ore  p e o p le  h ere io get th e
q u a lific a tio n s  th e y need to  f i l l  those jobs them selves.

T h e  m essage cam e th r o u g h  lo u d  a n d  c le a r d u r i n g  th e  S p e c ia l 
C o m m itte e  o n  E d u c a tio n . People s a id , " G iv e  us th e  schooling to get 
those jo b s , b u t g iv e  it  to us closer to  h om e .". F o r  th e  im m e d ia te
a n d  fo re s e e a b le  f u t u r e , A r c t i c  C o lle g e  a pp e a rs  to  be th e  k e y  to 
o p e n in g  those doors o f  o p p o r tu n ity .

I t ’ s g r o w i n g  a p p e a l is r e f le c t e d  in  its  n a m e ...A r c t i c  C o l l e g e ...  
c o lle g e -le v e l t r a i n i n g  f o r  a d u l t s , t h a t ’ s h ere  in  th e  N o r t h ,  
p r e p a rin g  people f o r  jobs here in  the N o r t h , a n d  g e ttin g  closer to  
h om e w i th  e v e r y  ye a r o f  the C o lle g e ’ s g ro w th  and e x p a n s io n . In  th e  
p a s t th r e e  ye a rs  e s p e c ia lly , th e r e ’ s been d r a m a t ic  g r o w th  in  a ll  
areaij.

C am pu ses

O n c e  th e r e  was o n e . S oo n  th e r e ’ ll be s ix . P e rh a p s  the  m ost 
s ig n if ic a n t  A r c t i c  C o lle g e  g r o w th  has b e en  in  the n u m b e r  o f  
cam puses. I t ’ s h a rd  to b e lie ve  th a t u n til  ju s t th re e  years a go , th e  
college syste m  fo r  the e n tire  N .W .T .  was r u n  out o f  one c o m m u n ity , 
F o r t  S m ith . T h e  F o r t  S m ith  T h e b a c h a  C a m p u s  m a y  h ave  been close 
e no ugh  f o r  people in  parts o f  the M a c k e n z ie  V a lle y . B u t  f o r  m a n y  
people in  o th e r parts o f  the T e r r i t o r y  it  w a s s im p ly  too fa r  to  go. 
N o w  th e re  a re  choices closer to h om e .

T h e  Iq a lu it  C a m p u s  becam e o f f i c i a l  in 1985. T h is  ye a r the  I n u v i k  
C a m p u s  has jo in e d  the A r c t ic  C o lle g e  system . T h e  K i t i k m e o t  C a m p u s  
in  C a m b r id g e  B a y  is due to b e gin  this y e a r also, on a sm all scale. 
T h e  K e e w a t in  C a m p u s  in  R a n k in  In le t w ill  be in  f u ll  o p e ra tio n  b y  
th e  f a l l  o f  n e x t y e a r . A n d , a lth o u g h  i t ’ s n o t a ca m pu s c o m p le te  
w i t h  p e rm a n e n t b u ild in g s  a n d  residences, program s a re  also ru n  f r o m  
a Y e l l o w k n i f e  C a m p u s.

P ro g ra m s  on C a m p u s

T h e  closer to  hom e yo u  o f f e r  the p ro g ra m , the gre a te r the in te re s t 
in  ta k in g  th e  p r o g r a m . T h a t  seems to be the tre n d  w i th  A r c t i c  
C o lle ge . T h e  n u m b e r o f  students e n ro le d  in  A r c t ic  C o lle ge  pro g ram s  
in  the e a s te rn  A r c t i c  has g r o w n  since the  o p e n in g  o f  th e  I q a l u i t  
C a m p u s  th re e  years ago. In  fa c t , it  has a lm ost d o u b le d  each y e a r , 
to  a to ta l o f  1 1 2  th is  y e a r . S i m i l a r l y , th e  n u m b e r  o f  p ro g ra m s  
o f f e r e d  o n  c a m p u s  has in c re a s e d  in  I q a l u i t  a n d  th r o u g h o u t th e  
A r c t i c  C o lle g e  system . In  1983 th e re  w ere 35 prog ram s . L a s t y e a r 
th e re  w e re  40.
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Arctic College
Number of Program* Delivered on Campui

Campus
Program Type 1983-84 1984-85 1985-86

Thebacha
Trades 21 22 22
Academic 8 7 7

Total 29 29 29

Iqaluil
Trades 1 1 2
Academic 1 1 6

Total 2 2 8

Yellowknife
T  rades 0 0 0
Academic 4 4 4

Total 4 4 4

Total College
Trades 22 23 24
Academic 13 12 17

Total 35 35 41

T h e  v a r i e t y  o f  p r o g r a m s o f f e r e d  is a ls o  g r o w in g . T e a c h i n g ,
R e n e w a b le  R e s o u rc e s, Social W o r k , a n d Business A d m in is t r a t io n  are
a lre a d y  w e ll-e s ta b lis h e d  d ip lo m a  or c e r tific a te  p ro g ra m s , a n d  so is 
the  C o m m u n ity  R e c re a tio n  p ro g ra m , w h ic h  has n o w  been tra n s fe rre d  to 
the  In u v i k  C a m p u s .

B u t m uch o f  th e  re s p o n s ib ility  o f  th e  new  A r c tic  C o lle ge  campuses 
is n o t a c tu a lly  "on cam pus". T h e  cam puses a re  also responsible f o r  
d e liv e r in g  pro g ram s  in  the  fie ld  to the  c o m m u n itie s . M a n y  o f  these 
"e x te n s io n  p ro g ra m s " are n o t a t as h ig h  a n  a c a d e m ic  le v e l as th e  
d ip lo m a , c e r tif ic a te  a n d  tra d e s  p ro g ra m s  o f f e r e d  o n  c a m p u s . B u t  
m a n y  people in  the c o m m u n itie s  do n o t ye t h a v e  e n o u g h  sch o o lin g  to 
q u a l i f y  f o r  a d v a n c e d  program s. T h e s e  people m ust d o  u p g ra d in g  o f  
one k in d  o r a n o th e r.

T h e  A r c t ic  C o lle ge  E x te n s io n  p ro g ra m  helps them  d o  this. I t  also 
o f f e r s  s h o r t-te r m  courses in  the c o m m u n itie s  f o r  s p e c ific  s k ills  
such as le a r n in g  to d r iv e , or le a rn in g  to be a tele ph on e  re c e p tio n 
is t, o r to o p e rate  a w o rd  processor.

L i k e  the "on cam pus" p ro g ra m s , the n u m b e r o f  e xte n sio n  program s has 
g ro w n . In  1983 there w ere 4 6 , a n d  this y e a r th e re  are 62. T h is  
y e a r  th e re  a re  a b o u t 480 s tu d e n ts  e n ro le d  in  e x te n s io n  p ro g ra m s . 
T h a t ’ s a lm ost a h u n d re d  m ore th a n  th re e  years ago.
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Arctic College Extension Programs

Campus 1983-84 1984-8S 1983-86 1986-87
Program Type No. Program Earolaĸol No. Program Earalmot No. Program EarataMflt No. Program Earolmol

Thebacha
Trades 27 208 54 428 18 159 16 124
Academic 19 180 31 304 29 300 27 207

Total 46 388 83 732 47 439 43 331

Iqaluit
Trades 12 113 9 73
Academic 3 39 10 73

Total IS 132 19 146

Total College
Trades 27 208 54 428 30 272 25 197
Academic 19 180 31 304 32 339 37 280

Total 46 388 83 732 62 611 62 477

Note: Number o f programs and enrolment peaked in 1984-85 because of additional training funds associated 
with the Norman Wells pipeline.

A r c t ic  C o lle ge  is also lo o k in g  a h e a d  to the jo b  m a rk e ts  o f  to m o r
ro w . N e w  p ro g ra m s  are be ing c o n s id e re d , a n d  som e are a lre a d y  be ing 
d e v e lo p e d , to  p re p a re  p e op le  to  w o r k  in  th e  T r a v e l  I n d u s t r y , 
J o u r n a l is m , T r a n s l a t i o n  a n d  I n t e r p r e t a t io n , M a r in e  S tu d ie s , the  
N o r t h  W a rn in g  S yste m , A i r p o r t  M a n a g e m e n t, a n d  the trades in  the 
M in in g  a n d  O i l  a n d  G a s  In d u s trie s.

E v e n  th e  a p p a r e n t  d r o p  in  in te r e s t in  the  N .W .T .  A p p r e n tic e s h ip  
P r o g r a m  is m is le a d in g . A r c t i c  C o lle g e  p la y s  a k e y  r o le  in  
p r o v id in g  the th e o ry  classes w h ile  in d u s tr ia l e m p lo ye rs  p r o v id e  the 
o n -th e -jo b  t r a i n i n g . In  19 8 3 , 4 1 9  a p p re n tic e s  w e re  e n ro le d  w ith  
A r c t i c  C o lle g e . L a s t  D e c e m b e r th e re  w e r e  3 83. T h is  co rre s p o n d s  
w ith ; tw o  th in g s : a s lo w d o w n  in  the  N .W .T .  e c o n o m y ; a n d  the e n d  o f  
the spe cia l tr a in in g  m o n e y a v a ila b le  th r o u g h  the  N o r m a n  Wells p ip e 
lin e  p ro je c t.

NWT Apprenticeship Program

Number o f  New Apprentices
1981

171
1982

104
1983

122
1984

128
1985

133
1986

101

Number o f  Successful Graduates 84 62 64 60 89 49

Number o f  Certificates Issued at the Journeyman 
Level to Non-Apprentices 93 88 90 86 139 150

Note:
1. The NW T Apprenticeship Program provides training to government and private business and industry 

sponsored trainees.

2. Graduates shown in the second row began their training 3 to 4  years prior to  the year o f  graduation.

A s  th e  N .W .T .  e co no m y recovers, so w ill the  n u m b e r o f  appre ntice s. 
I t  is a lre a d y  s ta b iliz in g . M a n y  people in  co m m u n itie s  h a v e  w o rk e d  
f o r  y e a r s  in  a tr a d e  w i t h o u t  b e in g  o f f i c i a l l y  q u a l i f i e d .  I f  
th e y ’ v e  w o rk e d  enough h ou rs th e y  can w r ite  a n  e xa m  to  become a 
c e r tifie d  jo u r n e y m a n  in  th e ir  tra d e . U n t i l  n o w , fe w  h a v e  b o th e re d .
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B u t fe w e r  jobs a re  a v a ila b le  to d a y . P e o p le  w h o  g o t w o r k  e a s ily  
b e fo re , n o w  k n o w  th a t  th e y  must be m ore c o m p e titiv e . M o re  a n d  m ore 
o f  these " c o m m u n ity -tr a in e d  tradesm en" a re  a p p ly in g  to w r ite  exam s 
and a re  becom ing c e r tifie d .

E m p lo y m e n t

I f  th e  p o in t  o f i t  a ll is to go to  sc h o o l so y o u  can g e t a jo b , 
then the  results to d a y  are e n c o u ra g in g .

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  a h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  s tu d e n ts  w h o  e n ro l in  A r c t i c  
C o lle g e  p ro g ra m s  o n  c a m p u s  a re  c o m p le tin g  th e ir  s tu d ie s . L a s t  
y e a r, f o r  e x a m p le , 754 students e n ro le d  in  program s on c a m p u s, and
6 14  co m p le te d  th e ir year. T h a t c o m p le tio n rate o f  81 p e rce n t has
been f a ir ly co nsistent o ver the past fe w  ye a rs.

Arctic College
Student Enrolment and Completion of Programs on Campus

Campus 1983-84 1984-85 1985-86 1986-87
Program Type Enrolment Completion Enrolment Completloi EaroimnM Completloi Enrôlant CoapMion

Thebacha
Trades 431 363 381 325 301 258 348 NA
Academic 250 201 241 144 175 141 221 NA

Total 681 564 622 469 476 399 569 NA

Iqaluit
Trades 8 8 43 34 53 50 32 NA
Academic 20 7 19 II 80 58 80 NA

Total 28 15 62 45 133 108 112 NA

Yellowknife
Trades 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Academic 75 58 131 98 145 107 125 NA

Total 75 58 131 98 145 107 125 NA

Total college
Trades 439 371 424 359 354 308 380 NA
Academic 345 266 391 253 400 306 426 NA

Total 784 637 815 612 754 614 806 NA
(82%) (75%) (81%)

Note: Enrolment peaked In 1984-85 because o f additional training funds associated with the Norman Wells 
pipeline.

A n d  the  c o m p le tio n  ra te  fo r  n a tiv e  a n d  n o n -n a tiv e  s tu d e n ts  is 
a lm o s t id e n tic a l. T h e  n u m b e r  o f  n a tiv e  s tu d e n ts  e n ro le d  a t the 
T h e b a c h a  C a m p u s  alone (2 0 3 ) is gre a te r th a n  th e  n u m b e r o f  n a tiv e  
s tu d e n ts  e n ro le d  in  u n iv e r s itie s  a n d  colleges in  th e  s o u th  (2 0 1 ) . 
M o re  n a t iv e  s tu d e n ts  a re  ta k in g  courses at A r c t i c  C o lle g e  a n d  
c o m p le tin g  those courses. In 19 8 5-86 th e re  w e re  a to ta l o f  133 
students enroled in  courses on th e  Iq a lu it  C a m p u s , a n d  95%  o f  these 
s tu d e n ts  w e r e  n a t i v e . L a s t  y e a r  the c o m p le tio n  ra te  f o r  n a tiv e  
s tu d e n ts  a t I q a lu it  was 8 4 % , a n d  it  w a s a p p r o x im a te ly  83% f o r  
n a tiv e  stu den ts at T h e b a c h a .
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Arctic College - Thebacht Campus 
Natlve/Non-Natlve Enrolment by Program Type 

1983-84 - 1985-8«

Native

%

Non-Native

%
Program Type Year Enroled Completed Completion Enroled Completed Completion
Academic 1983/84 182 148 81.3 68 53 77.9

1984/85 168 87 51.8 73 57 78.1
1985/86 117 96 82.1 58 45 77.6

Trades 1983/84 294 242 82.3 137 121 88.3
1984/85 247 205 83.0 134 120 89.6
1985/86 203 169 83.3 98 89 90.8

Note: In 1985/86 there were 53 students enroled in trades and 80 students enroled in academic courses at the 
Iqaluit Campus. Approximately 5%  or 7 students o f  the total 133 were non-native.

S e c o n d ly , A r c t i c  C o lle g e  g ra d u a te s  a p p e a r to be f i n d i n g  jo b s , 
a lth o u g h  these statistics are h a rd  to  get a t , a n d  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  
E d u c a tio n  has o n ly  been lo o k in g  in to  this f o r  a co uple  o f  years.

F r o m  the I q a lu it  C a m p u s , i t  appears tha t a b o u t s e v e n ty  pe rce n t o f  
g ra d u a te s  e ith e r  f o u n d  jo bs o r w e n t  on in  s c h o o l. A b o u t  f i f t e e n  
pe rce n t are k n o w n  to  be u n e m p lo y e d , and it  is no t k n o w n  w h a t the 
o th e r fi f t e e n  pe rce n t are d o in g .

Arctic College - Iqaluit Campus 
Labour Market Status o f Program Graduates 1985/86

1985/86 Graduates

Program Total Employed Unemployed Students Unknown
Diploma 76 47 19 4 6
Academic 17 6 . 5 6
Trades & Technology 140 99 6 7 28
Extension 63 22 20 4 17
Secretary Arts 35 22 2 6 5

Total 331 196 47 26 62
<%) (59.2% ) (14.2% ) (7.9% ) (18.7% )

F r o m  the  T h e b a c h a  C a m p u s , a b o u t 85 percen t o f  last y e a r ’ s graduates 
are e ith e r  e m p lo y e d , o r th e y  w e n t b a c k  to  s c h o o l. T h e  o th e r 
fif t e e n  percen t are th e  u n e m p lo ye d  o r the ’ u n k n o w n ’ .

*

<

ч
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Arctic College - Tbebacha Carapui 
Labour Market Statua of Program Graduatei 

1983/84 ■ 1985/86

1983/84 Graduate» 1984/85 Graduatei 1985/86 Graduate»
P r o f lM Total Eapi.' Uoeapl. M od.' Uaka. Total Empl. Uaerapl. S lid . Ualra. Total Eatpl. Uaeropl. 8ta4. Uaka.

Diploma' » 1 ' 26 26 31 21 3

Academic N/A N/A N/A N/A N /A 23 i t 7 27 2 23 2

Trade* & 

Technoloty' N/A N/A N /A N/A N/A 32 16 2 7 7 35 23 4 4 4

Heavy Equip. 40 N/A N /A N/A N/A 33 N/A N/A N/A N/A 31 23 9 4

Eniemion N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 44 34 5 4 73 30 II 7 3

Secretary

An* 13 12 1 10 10 18 15 2
,

Total 222 141 24 » 1»

(*) <«%) ôta») (ia%) (7%)

Notes: The following abbreviations are used:
Empl. - Employed; Unempl. - Unemployed; Stud. - Students; Unkn. - Unknown; N/A - Data not available 

1 Employed includes seasonal, part-time and casual workers

’ Students are persons continuing their studies either in the north or at an institution in southern Canada

1 Diploma Programs include: Social Services Program, Public and Business Administration, and Renewable 
Resource Technology

4 Trades and Technology Programs include: Electronics, Introductory Mechanics, Pre-employment Welding, 
and Pre-employment Cooking

F u tu r e  C o lle ge  G r o w t h

M o r e  courses a v a ila b le  in  c o m m u n itie s , m o re  courses a v a ila b le  
on m ore cam puses, a n d  m ore courses be in g  p re p a re d  f o r  th e  fu tu r e : 
these are a ll p a r t  o f  th e  b ro a d  p la n  o f  the  A r c t ic  C o lle g e . I t  is 
a p la n  to  p r e p a r e  N o r t h e r n e r s  f o r  w h a t  a p p e a rs  to  be th e  
in e v ita b le ...c o n tin u in g  a n d  som etim es ra p id  change.

T h e  goal o f  the  A r c tic  C o lle g e , as p a rt o f  the o v e ra ll goa l o f  the 
D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a t i o n , is to  h e lp  N o r th e r n e r s  p r e p a r e , so th a t 
instead o f  be ing o ve rw h e lm e d  b y  ch a n g e , th e y  w i ll  be able to take 
a d v a n ta g e  o f  a n y  o p p o r tu n itie s  ch an ge  m a y  b r i n g , a n d  d ir e c t the 
fu tu r e  o f  the N .W .T .
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