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11,11111, 

HD KAJESTI THI QUBGI 1n the ri&lat. ot 
Canada u represented b7 the Hin1at.er 
ot Citisenebip and Iad.gration (herein
after called •the IUnistor•) 

at THS FIRS'? PAm' 

- and -

THI ca4MUSSIONER OF !HE ROR'l'HWESr 
URRITORlES (hereinafter called •the 
Coaaleeioner") 

OF THB SBCORD PAH1' 

IIIDBlS under authorit.7 of the Indian Aot, t.he JU.n1ater may, 

eubject, t,o \be ·authorisation ot the Governor in CouncU, enter into 

an Agreement with \he CCllllieaion•r~ prodding tor the educaticn Sn 

accordance with the Indian Act, ot Indian chlldren in t.he lorthveat. 

Territorl••J 

ARD IIIIREA8 lt baa been aareed between the part,i.ea hereto 

that. centralisation of the adminletrat.icm ot educaticn 1n the !lorth

ve1t Territorl•• vll1 bring about increased •con<lll' and ettlc1enq; 

AID WHBRBAS the Govemor 1n Council baa by Order 1n Council 

P.c. 1954-1898, dated 1st December, 1954, autbor1Hcl the H1ni1ter and 

the Ccmiasioner to aucute this Agreement,. 

11011, THIHIFORS, th1a Agreement, witne11eth \hat, the JU.n1ater 

and the COlllld111oner acn• as tollows1 

!he Ccadssioner agne1 to 

-- - - ------(-a}- prodde tor the educat.icn of Indian -cM1aren-1n-we- -- ____ _: ----

lort.hnat Territorle■ in accordance with the 

prcrdaion■ ot the Indian Act and to provide the 

taoW.tlea theretori.J 

(b) provide educational facilit.iea 1n accordance with 

paragraph (a) or a standard equal to the educational 

facilities available to other residents of ~he North-

~ 
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I 
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; 



J.(l) 

IW 
an aco~, ot raoe in "flT acbool la llbloh laJlan 

chlldrvn aN oduc~todJ j 
(dJ subdt i-o 1-b• :11n1s"8r oop1o• ot all iup9GUon 

lfh1eh lntll&n chiltlren at,tAnd, aod co;,1•• ot all 

annul roport,• d•a111~ vlt.h eduOA\lcn 1D Ua• tior\h• 

we,, Territor1••• 

Tb• pu-\les a.re• Ulat. Uw in-o•cnrt, vran~nt, be,wen t.b• 

Corulaalcnor and the Ce;,artAffl\ of Monhena Attain and r.at.1onu 

kGao~• •hall coot,1nue vhenb1 UI• L'epvl.aent. prori'.1•• blllldlnc•• 
equ.lpaot,1 ~,-lle:J un«t ot.att tor tbo a41.d.n1.a~41,1an ot ~t..lon 

1n th• 119r\h111tt. 'l'orr1tor1•~~ i.And t:"l• Co::aJ.a,toner ,a,• w \he 

ot educaa.tlor, ot ebU dren who an t.h• reapouaiblll\7 or I.he 

Oovom•nt-_ot \he riorU1ve1t, Terrltorl••• and \hat. no port.len of 

t.h• cool, ot etluc~~ins Indi~Jl Children ln the Hort..'lw••" Terr1t.or-

1ea eh.U b• borne b,- the Co:a~aalonar. 

'lbe p.vt,le1 fl&rM t,o eetablish a C~\teo en lndiara 

eduoat.ion 1n the liort-hwaat, terr1t,or1••• which ahall be co:siposed ot 

t.h• t ollowln J H~ber1 I• 

Cha1J'Q·ui - 01Ncl,or or lndJ.An Atta1re, 
Ilttp.1r\Mnt. ot C1Uunoh1p and 
lJ:~graUon. 

• Juporinwndent, ot Educat,lm, 
Oepar\zMnt or J:it.lunl.blp and __ _ 
luni&NtJ.on. 

J(e:ziber - J\l~rlnt.endent, ot uiaacat.lon, 
Dopart.Mn\ ot Nor\hem Attalr• 
and llat.1onal H••ow-c••• 

:iecaber • Chiet, Terri tor-"1. ll1~11lon, 
L'ol,'Vt,,aent, o~ Nortbem Atta.1.n 
and NaUonal neaource,. 



,. • 
aa s,,q be necose&17 frm time to Um. 'l'h• duties of the 

coanlt,t,ee shall be u folJ.oaa-

(a) to recC1111HDd atandarda ot educa\lcm tor Indian 

children 1n tJi• lorthwNt, 1'err1kri••J 

(b) to NCCXltM:ld the estultahtamt, et bura&r1ea tor 

Toc:itionu tr~ining md hither education tor Indian 

cb.Udren in the Hortblfoet Tem.t,~ries, and to 

approve the seleQtion ot Indian children tor higher 

e<lucaUon thro\l&h eucb bursaries for vocational 

trainingJ 

(c) to arrange tor euch eurve.,a u aq trcm time t,o 

time be considered neceaa&17 into the coats ot 

operation ot dq acboola and reaidenUal school• 

operated b7 an qenq other than the Caaaieaioner 

and to reccaneod t,he rates of J)&1ll8Dt, Iv' the 

Coaniaeioner tor Indian children educated in auch 

achoolaJ. 

(d) to arrange tor such inveetiptiona u aq be 

necess&r7 from Ume to time and t.o recomoend the 

conat,ruction ot nev adloole or addiUona t,o 

ex:lating achoole at, 1dlich Indian children will be 

educated 1n the Northwest Territories, and to 

recommend from time to time the cloaing of_ &rlT 

exlating schools J 

(e) to recommend standards of qualifications tor 
• 

teachers, and revisfoi-ot salarieaJ ·-- ---- - - - · . ··- --::---:-:. ·---

(t) to consider any special report. of school 1ncpectore 

and the annual report of the SU.perintendent of 

Education ot the Hort.hweet. Territories, and 

recommend changes and ia.provmont11n the adldnia

tration ot education 1n the lorthweat Territoriea 

aa JBA1 attect Indian educationJ 

(g) to consider ant aatter dealing with education 

of Indiana in \he lorthwea\ Territoriet, which wq 



r,: 

• 

be retened to it bT \he partiiee hereto. 

(2) It, 1n M7 caaet the Comiaaianer doN not, acre• with a 

recoamendatJ.on ot the Ccmd.ttee 1n re8J)80t, of a matter ldd.ch 

rela\ee to the prodaion of education a.a hld down 1n the 

Indian Aot~ oo 1lill. consult vith the Minlster, Nhoae d8V8 

with reenrd to the NC'(uiJ'9!'1J8Jlt• of \he Indian Act, eh11U be 

final. 

The M1niater acre•• to make available vitbout, chars• t.o 

the Ccanieaion•r on the l.t ot April, 19SS, the echool bllildinp• 

equipDBDt, reeidences Md otber bulldinga now 01Ged and operated. 

b.r the Department, of Cit.1unah1p and Uon tor education 

of Indiana in the Horthweet, Territoriea. 

lo Indian children ehall be admitted \o naident.1al 

.,......_. I•••-

achoola owned and operated b., a rellgiou or charitable organis

aU.on or t.o hostel.a provided tor their acconaodat.icn without. the··~· 

approval ~ the Hinl■t.er. j 
6. The Committee referred to in clauae 3 aball reccmnend 

to the C(lllld.seioner euch regulations aa it considers neceeN17, 

\Older the School Ordinance governing the operation ot Naidential 

schools. 

The parties agree that 1n add1t1cn to the appointment 

ot the C(lllld.ttec, mentioned 1n paragrapi 3 ot t.hia Agreement, the 

emplo,eea ot the Indian Attaira Branch ot the Department of 

Citizenship and InmigraUon, and the e,aploJN• ot the Department, 

of Nonhem Attaira and National Reeourcea, wo are neponeible 

tor t,he acbiniatration ot the education of • and other 

Canadians 1n the Northwest Terr1tor1ee, v11l cont.iaue to 

co-operate toward• the irctprov,mumi, of admin:tetratlon ot education 

in the Northweat, Territories b7 ever, •ans at. their dlaposal. 



e. 

10. 

_,_ 

Th• Hiniater •ere•• to take the neceaa&.17 ac\1.m when 10 

requested bJ t.h• CCllllllasioner \o tranater t,o the Department, of 

Northern Attain and Ratianal Reeourcee the teaebf'ra, weltare 

t.eachen, caret.akere, and other IUlp].c,yeee ot t.he Gonrmant, of 

Canada 1n the Rorthlfeat Terrltoriee mo are at the thle of enter

ing into tide agre~ont employed 1o Indian educatianal aenicea 

1n the Northweet Territories. The Cmmieaioner agrees to 

recommend t.o the Minister ot Kort.hem Attain and Rational Reaourcee 

that such Government emplo,eea preaentl,T transferred traa the 

Department, ot C1t1sensh1p and lllld.grat.ion canUnue t.o be aapl.019cl 

b7 the Government, ot C&nada vi\h the Department, ot lort.hem Attain 

and H&t.ional Reaourcea, 

Thie aareement u.y be cancelled. at the end of any liacal 

1ear bJ either part,7 gi"fing notice ot euch cancellation at. leut 

twel n months prlor to the dQ' on which ncb cancellation 11 \o 

take effect. 

Subject, \o t.he apprcm.l of the Ccmdaaiooer 1n Council 

of t.he Northwest 1'erritoriea t.hJ.1 agreement vlll take effect on 

the firet dq of April, 1955. 

DADD at oitawa thie .. _'_· ___ ._"!-_ dlq ot -----· ._., __ ~.....__ l9S5 • 
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THE AGREa-ENT FOR Tt£ EDUCATION Of INDIAN CHILDREN IN TI£ 

NORTH\VEST TERRITORIES 195S. 

A Revtew Of The Documents Leading Up To This ~emtnl 

N>l1c Archives of Canad1, Records of the Dtpartment of Resow-en and 

Development, RG 22, vol. 324, f11t C>-10•7, 1nterdeplrtment11 commtttn 
on Indian Education. December 1953 to November 1955. 

LESLEY M.LEN 

APRIL 23, I 117. , c-:G\SLAT\VE LIBRARY 
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Background 

Prior to the Agreement for the Educ1tton or lndtan Chllcrtn In the 

Northwest TerTltortes 1955, education In tht Northwest Territories wn · 

\Mir the Jurtsdlctton or the Otpartment of c1uzenShtp n Immigration 

far lndtana, the Department of Northtm Affairs and National RISO\rCII 

for lrwtt and the Government or the Northwest Terr1tor1n for othlrl 

(non·t~lt). The Department of Cttlz1n1Mp and tmmt~t1on w11 

responsible for ten Federal Day schoo1s In the Northwest Territories and 

lddtttonal per cap1t1 grant• of $3! per lndlan "'4)11 were paid to 

Church-owned resident 111 schools. The Department of Northern Affairs and 

Nat ton11 Rtsourc:11 hid ten schoo11 tn thl TerTttortn Ind was planning to 

constnJct one more In 1955. This Department paid a S400 pt to 

Ctvch-owned rntdent111 schools ror lr111t education. 

The educatton of •othtrl· was extrtm1ly compHcatld. some ptC>lla were 

educated In Ye11~kn1ft Jt ~ tw.o lehoole.nJha ~~ lfflOJVICl Wtrt ft- ~-~ ~;;:-.. -

• • • • - • • a • • • • - - ., • -· - - • - - -

covered by tun and ,-.nla. Some were tweattd at M1ss1on ICho01I and 

the grants were patd by the Ttrr1tor111 govemmtnl Some were edUc1tld It 

mining schools n tht mining compantes and the Ttrr1tor1a1 govenvnent 
shared the costs. Flne11y, some were educltld In Federal Dl'f scnoo1a nl 

the Ttrr1tor111 govenvnent rtlmWWd thl Ftdlra1 govemnent on• bnl■ 

of S345 per year per ~II. 

The Ht11ton achools, tn tht Northwest Ttrr1tor111, were equally 

tntrtgutng. There were 33 Mission 1chools, 4 operated It r11111on Hospltals, 

4 were Mission R11ldent111 schools and 2' were Mission dwf 1Choo1s. In the 

case of Minton Hospital schools, the Federal govenvnent provfdld thl 

sch0o1 supplf 11 and teacherl' 11trf•1. For the MtII1on Rtltdentlal 

schools, the Federal government provided grants ror maintenance, tu1tton 

and achOol supplln. In the Ml11lon Day IChooll, the Ftdlrll govemnent 
provided lchool Mfl)11es and tu1t1on grants. The 11t1m1tld cost or 



edUcatton 1n the Northwnt T11T1tor1n ror I ~5-56, by the Fedtrll 

government, was S842,894'. The comp1e>e1ty or the educattona1 problems 

and admtntatrattve dtfftcultte1 necessitated 11ong tenn solution. In en 
attempt to conso1ld1t1 northern tducat1onal services, the Agreement of 

19!~ wn concetvld. 

The Agreement for the Education of lncllln Children 

In December 1953, tt was recommended that the Northern 

Admtnlstratton and Lands Branch of the Department of Resuces ~ 
Development should meet with tht lndlan Affairs Branch of the 

Department of C1t1zensh1p and Immigration to discuss eckJcltton In the 

north. A committee of six members wn ntlb11Shea to ex11n1n1 thl pt 
system and the ICl'nlntstratfon or pet'SOMII. Thi members or that 
commlttH were: Mr. Jackson, Mr. C\Mlf9'1ffl and Mr. Jacobson, 

rtprlllftt1ng the Northtm·Adm1ntslrltton tnd lands-tnldt-fll t11Jar-~~ ~ - ~ --~· - -
DIYty, Colonel Fanter and Colontl Jones, rtprtltntlng the lrldlan Affairs 

Branch. Thi convnltlet began work In January I~ 

An 1nform■1 agt eement was reached In 1953 between Northern 

Acmtnlslrltton and Landi Branch and tncHan Affairs eranch whereby the 

tatter would flll recau11tt1ons for tho11 schools In wh1CII the maJortty of 

ch11drtn were lndfan and Northern Administration and Landi Branch would 

ft11 requt1ttlon1 In which thl maJcrlty of chtldrln were thetr 

respona11>11tty. A similar tnronn11 1wHment was midi with respect to 
the d1v1s1on or ldmtn1atrat1v1 responstbl1tty for teacherl 1natructtng both 

Esk1moa and lndlans In hosptt111. Al a temporary fflllMN, In I~. the 

Committee agreed that Northern Admtnlatntton and Landi Branch would 

asswne an f lnanct11 costs lnarred In rending assist.a to thOsl mtn1on 
schools wherein the majority of chlldrtn were their respons1b1t1ty • 

.-



Thi Committee reellztd lhet the best means of Improving the situation 
1n the north was ror one department to accept adm tn11traUv1 

rtsponstb11tty ror 111 scho01s tn tht Northwnt Terr1tor111. It wn 
propoatd that Northern Admlnlatratton and Landi Branch of the Department 

of Northlm Affairs and Natlonel RtSOlrCtl ahould ISl\lnl responalblltty 

for northern ewcatton. This proposal would provide for the Department of 

Northem Affairs and National Resources to ~ for 111 tftl costs of 

tducetton or 111 chtldren In such schools and thin, recover In arrears from 

Indian Affairs Branch, amua11y, 1 swn of money calculated to cover the 

coats of the t<lJcat ton of lndtan children tn such schools. Some of thl 

ldventagea of 9UCh I proposal were: higher standards of ecklc1tton and 

personnel, reduced confusion or clJII ldmtnfstratlon, more eff ecttve 

control over IChools and program• Ind greater efffcency and 

1ff ecttvene11. There wu I strong desire to 11mp11fy and rattonaltzt 
ldm1ntstrattve-er,angemen~~ttCIHft tht=lerrl-=; ~~.; :.:..:.:-;: ~ 

wu liken throup)ut the c«ne of the Agreement to mHt tht legal 

ob1lgatton1 out11ned In the lndtan Act 

On September 17, 1954, a new proposal w11 suggested which would dO 

aw., wttn the achernt to hlvt the cosll or educlt tan of lndlm mncnn 
paid by the Department of Ctttztnlhtp and lmmt~tton. Instead, thl 

Department of Northern Affair. and National ReSOW'Ctl would bear thl 

costs of Indian educatton In the Northweat Territories. Thi •ement 
woutd 1t1pul1t1 that the coats of lndlan lduc1tton would be thl 

reaponstbtltty of the Federe1 govenvnent A stuct, of the eclJcatlonal 

arrangement• In the North WIS "9dlrtaken. 

On Dtcember I, 199-1, Order In C<Mnell P.C. 1954-1898 WIS pastd 

concerning the transfer the acntntstratlon of Indian schools tn thl 

Northwest Terrltortn to the Department of Nortl\em Affairs and National 

s 



Reamrces. M Ordinance to Authorize the Comm1111oner Of tne NOrthWnt 

Ten-ttort11 to enter Into an agreement with the Government of Canacsa 
reapecttng the Education of lndlans was assented to on Jaooary 27, 19!5. 

On February 14, 1955, the Agreement ror the EdUCatton of lndtan 

chtldren In the Northwest Terrttor1es was s1gned. Ten schools and 

approx1mate1y SOO lndtans (251 of the act,ool popu11t1on) were affected by 

thts Agreement A Committee of f O\r membera was establllhld to oversee 

lndtan education In the north. No further lnf ormauon la provided In the rne 
40· 10-7 regarding their contribution. However, the dutt11 of the 

Committee are clearly outllned In the I 9SS Agreement 

Th• Five-Year Plan 

A f lve-year northern educ1t1ona1 plan was dea1~ by the Department 

of Northern Affairs and National RH°'"'9. Thll plan cancentrltld on 

primary education, voc,Uona1 tra1ntng and hostel conatructton and 

auocr1t1d day adloo1 racnfttn. It wa clear that rn1e1ent111 racntun 
were needed n I result or the ·m1t,1tory trad1t1on· of the Native people. 

Centraltzed schooltng would become I re11tty In the north. Thi r.ostels 

would be constructtd In the MacKenzie Valley and while bu11t by the 

Department, the operation of thtlt hostels would be t\11\ed wer to either 

the Roman Clthollc 0uch or the Anglican Ctvcft. Thi Dvchll would be 

paid t,anll per ~11. Bishop Hlnlh of the Church or England Ind Bishop 

Troctlller of tht Clthollc Church agreed to these proposals. Day IChooll 

assoc11ttd with these hostels would bt enlarged. The propo11d 1oc1tfon1 

for the hostels Wert: Fort !lntth I host11 Roman Clthollc 

Fort Sf mplGn I ho1t11 Raman CllhOUC 

I hottel Angllcan 

Fort MlcPheraon 1 ho1te1 Angllcan 

Aklavtk I hostel Angllcan 

I hoat,1 Roman Cltho1tc 



In the Port Smith and Aklavtk IChOo1s, ~des 7-12, vocational and 

apect11tzed sub Jects would be taught. There would be no separation of 

students according to rellgton tn the higher grades. It was also 

recommende<I that vocational training schools Should bt ntlbllshld In 

v,nowkntf1 and Aklavlk tn the near futlft and In Frobisher Bay (lqalutt) 1t 

a later date.• This plan was rev1sld when the deetslon to move Ak1avtk 

WII fflldl. 

The Agreement ror the Educ■tton or 1ne211n EcaJcatlon 1n tne Nortnw11t 

Terrftortes ts an Important landmark In the history or edUCIUon In the 

Northwest Territories. The conception or this Agreement 11 

chronologtc111y outltned In tht next section. 

•Thi tnfonnatton for this section wn ODtalned rram: 
Public An:hlvn of Canada, Record& or the Department of ResCU'CIS and 

Development, AG 22, vol. 324, ftle 410·10-7, 1nterdtpartment11 Committee 

on lncHan EduclUon. December 19'3 to November 1955, SUbm1alan To H1a 

Excellency Tht Governor General tn CO\IICII, 17 November 1954 and Draft 

MtmoranNn for the Cabinet: Education ~ In the Northwnt 

Terrttort,1, 23 February 1955. 

1 



The f o11owtng people were the key players tn the rormatton of the 
Agreement tor the Educat 1on of lndlan Cht 1dren tn the Northwnt 
Tffttorln. 

The Department of Citizenship and Immigration 

w. HlfTII - Minister of Citizenship and 1mmtp1on ( 1953• 19") 
J. W.Ptckngtll - Mtntater of Cltlzenahlp and lmml,-atlon ( 1955) 
Col. L. Fortier - Deputy Minister of Ctttztnlhtp and lmmt,-atton 
Col. H. t1. Janes • Director or lndta, Affairs 
Major R. F. Davey - Supertntendtnt or Education of lndtan Affalrt 

The Department of Northern Affairs and Nat 1on11 RISCMl'CII 
(Prevtous1y, the Department or Rno~•• and Development • 1953) 

J. Lesage - Minister or Northern Affatrs and National ReSO\rCtl 
R. G. Robertson - Deputy Minister 
fT. Jlcleton • Asatstant Deputy Minister 
F.J.G. CUMlngham- Director of the Northern Acblntstratton and Landi 

ISrlnch 
F. Fraser- Acting Director Uate-1954-1955) • ·-·-· • : - ·· • •· • • 
J. V. Jacobson - SUpertntendentof Ecklcatton Northem Mntn11tr1uon 

Dtvtslon 

• 



P\Gltc Archives or Cenlda, Record& or the Department of RncUces and 
Development, AG 22, vol. 324, file «>-10·7, Interdepartmental commtttn 
on lndtan Education. December 1953 to November 1955. 

Dec. I 1953 

Dec. 3 1953 

Dec. 17 1953 

In a submission to the Cabinet, regarding 
asststance for eclJcatton tn the N.W.T., 1t was 
recommended by the Mint ater or the Department of 
ReSO\.FCIS Ind Devt lopment that hta department lhould 
dtscusa educat1on 1n the N. W.T. wtth the lndlan Affairs 
Branch of the Department of Cll1Ztnlhtp and 
Immigration. uwi., Note ror File by R.G.Roblrtson, 4 
Dec. 19S3. 

A memorandum was tssued which asked tne Cabinet to 
w11v1 the November 1951 dtctalon that the Terrttortal 
gov,mment pay the cost of tdueatlng chllchn tor 
which 1t wn reaponstble by means of an,al operating 
grants. The Clb1ntt was asked to WIIVI thtl 
decision, 1n ao r.- thlt It arrected educltton 
grant1, tn order that cons1dtrat ton could be given to 1 · 
propo111 that teachers tn mlnton achoo11 be paid a 
Federal C1Vt1 HrYanta. W4, Note far FIii, R.G.R 18 Dec. 
1953. - -- . . 

- .. 
- ·-.: l 1 ; . -~- •.,; -: -, 

Approval WII g1ven tor the establlallnent Of I 
commtttH ot she to took at northern education. 
.llwL Memoranun for the Mlnt1ter, R.GA, 17 Dec. 1953 

The two matn tssuea to be dlscuned were: 
1. thlt teachers In mt111on schools In the N. W.T. whlrt 
Elk1mos were eckJcattd should bi pa1d 1rf the 
Department and 2. that the old system of ,-ants should 
bi modified. 

Members or the comm1ttee Identified by the Minister or 
Rnou-ces end Development were : 
Mr. Jackson - A111atant Deputy Mtnl1ter 
Hr. CUmtnghlm - Director of Northern Acmlntstratton & 

Landi Branch 
Mr. J.V. J1coblon - Superintendent or ECIJcatlon 

Strvtcn 
wa., Lesage to Harris, I 7 Dec. 1953. 

9 



Jan. S 19S-4 

Jin. 11 l"44 

Jan. 19 1994 

Cabinet agreed that tfflCtfVI Slpternl>er 1, 1~, 
teachers employed at Department-owned lncnan 
restdent111 sehools would be petd ..s appointed by 
lndtan Affairs Branch In the sane mamer as teaehlrs 
tn Indian Day schools. Et9hteen Du-di-owned 
restdlnt1a1 schools were not covered by this dtcl1lon. 
lll1L Memorandlln for tT. Jackson, RG.R., 29 Dec. 1953. 
PAC AG 22 vol. l2i4 cabinet Doc. 342153 17 Dec. 1 m. 

The memberl rrom tne Department of ctttzenlhlp and 
lmmtgratton appointed to tht lnterdlpartrnent11 
Committee were: 
tt'. Fortier - Deputy Mtntater 
Col. H. M. Jones - Director or lndlan Affairs 
Major R. F. Davey - SUpertntendent of EclJcaUon of 

lncHan Affalre 
Thi Minister of Cltlzenahlp and lnvnfVatlon. w. Harrll, 
1nd1cated that the lnt-tll CommlttH should 
consider the more genera1 tnut1 or policy and 
ldmtntstratton and not deal solely tM present ayattm 

. ot pta. W4, Harr11 to Leuga, 5 Jin. I~ 
--· -.. : -. -,- ..... -, ·-- ., ... __ .. ;_, ... ·. _-_--- ·-- -----4 ... ... --· .---

The Commttttt wa to btg1n work anJnay 19, li54. 
Thtrt w11 cornp11t1 agreement that thl Committee w11 
not rntrtcted to the UJect or~ but lhOuld In 
ract dtscuss matters related to the treatment of 
lndflnl and ElkffflOI that Wert of cammon lntareat to 
the two departments. JIWL LIIIQI to Hlrrll, 11 Ja\ 
1954-

The ttrat me,ung of tne lntfflllS)lrtmlntll Commltlll 
was held. It was dec1dtd that more tnronnauon was 
needed regarding actual txpendlt1111 made by tht 
Department of Northern Affairs nS National RelOW'CII 
and lndtan Atrafrs. 1nronn1t1on was gathered for thl 
schools 1n the MlcKenzte Dl1tr1cl Thnt lChOoll Wirt: 
Fort Smith • Roman Clthollc Day Sdlool 
Fort Simpson - Roman C1tholtc Day School 
Fort Providence - Roman Cathollc Rll1dlntla1 School 
Fort Resolution - Roman Cathollc Rnldlntl11 School 
Ak11Y1k .. Roman Clthollc Rnldanttll 5Ctt001 
Ak11Y1k- Angltcan Rnldentt11 SChool 



Feb. 3 I~ 

Feb. 12 19541 

Fib. 18 1~ 

A Statement or Antstanc, to N. W.T. Hinton Schoole 
for 19S3-19S4 was comp11ed by It. JaeoblOn "MIJor 
Davey. PAC, RG 22, vol. 324, ftle C>-10-7 Mlmoran<Un, 
CuM1nflam, 3 Fib. ICJS4 

M 1nf onn11 agreement was made regrdlng tne d1vtston 
of 1cntnt1trettv1 reaponstb111ty rw teachn 
Instructing both Eskimos and lndllnl In hOSpltlll. 

Thta agreement stated that thl reapanslbl I lty far thl 
engagement of teachlrs should fan to the deprtment 
which hid the greater runber of patients In thlt 
hosptt■I. JIWL Jonn to Ctmtn;.n, 3 Feb. 1953. 

A Mtmorand\m for tht Assistant Deputy Mlnl1ter WII 
drawn up regarding the division of Nnlnt1trattv1 
responatb111ty for tcllcltlon In hoapttll1. n, 
Memorand\ln,CUMI~, 12Flb. I~ 

Thi Information required by thl lntlrdeplrtmlfttll 
Committee was Nmlttld In the farm or Tabin 
showing the htint ta which isifltlncl-W■ 1Mfl l0 , 
Ht111on Schools In the MlcKlnzle Dlltrtct by the 
Federal and Terr1tor111 Oovenvnent W4, Memcnncun 
tor Antatant Deputy Minister, ~. 11 Fib. 

'* 
Colonel Jones, Major Davey,,-,.. Frlllt, n-. JICOblOn, rt'. 
Slvertz and Hr. Jackson dllCUISed thl reapectlYI 
reaponstbtltty of the two Deprtments ep.ttcu1arly the 
proposal to hive Fedlrll teechlrl at 111 schoolll AIIO, 
tlll proposal that lndl1n Ml., ... Branch lbould 
turn aver to Northern Aff1fra and N1tton11 
R11ource1 (which would lncludl tbt Terrltorlll 
aovernment) tlll rnpon1tbtlltJ of the education 
of the lndlllll tn the N.W.T. Suell Ill arrangement 
WII provided for In the lndllft Act 
Section 113 (b) (It). The reltgtlUI rtgllll would 
be protected by Sections 117, 1201121 of tht 
lndllft Act. 

• • 



·it would be • 11tmpl1 matter or ICCOU'ttlng to cnarge 
the lndten Aff11rl Branch for the lndfan chllCNn who 
received education baaed on the overall coal In thf1 
w.,, the eat tmates of the lndl., Affairs Branch would 
st111 show the coat of ldm1n1strattng lndtan Affetra.· 
llWL Memorand\ln tor the Deputy Minister, Jackson, 23 
Fe. 195( 

March IS ,~ 1n I Memoran(bn to~. Jackson, A. G. AODertsan 
outltned tmr 1ltern1ttv11 to deal with education In 
the N.W.T. These were: 1. Northern Affairs and Natfonal 
Resources tlkt over the respons1bl11ty for 111 sehools 
In the N.W.T. and collect from the Department of 
Clt tzenshtp and lrnmt~t Ion In • rears for education of 
Indian chtlchn, 
2. Northern Affairs and Natfonat RNCMrCn take over 
responslbl1 lty for grants etc., for 111 mission schools tn 
the N.W.T. and collect rrom the Deprtment of 
C1ttzensh1p end lmmt~tlon In ■r11111 for tducltton of 
Indian ch11chn. The Dep111mtnt of Cttlzenshtp and 
lmmlgr1tton would continue to operate the tlflt lndtan 

. - 0.,-Schoo11, ~ .. -. - :, .. : ___ ~-, ----- . _ 
3. Fltltng 1 and1, I new plan of ,-ta to- -=~--~ =,.· == · 

mts11on aehools would be tn1tttutecl with Northam 
Affairs and Nltl~1 Resou-cn and CltlZtnlhlp and 
lmml~tlon tlCh paying their shire but on the same 
tndtvtdull bnt1, and 
~ ConttNJt as the two departments were operating. 
W4, Memorenclrn to tt'. Jackson rrcm R.8. RobertlOII, 
ISHnh 1954. 

March 2• 19!M Robertson and Fortier CIJICUlltG thl need for I long 
term so1utton to eellcatton In the N.W.T. Thi Minister of 
Northem Affairs and Nlttonal Rll<KrCtS Indicated that 
I long tenn eo1ut1on WII dtllreab1e. Fortier felt that 
arry long tenn so1uUon must meet Ula legal obUpttcn 
of the Dtplrtment of Cttfzenlhlp nl lnvnlvatton \llder 
the lndtan Act. Under Section 113, thl t1lnl1t1r of 
Cttfzenshtp and lmml~tlon ~ enter Into agreement 
for the education of lndlan Chllchn with the 
government of the c°'"n or the N.W.T. Robertlon 
pointed out that c~n• were llmtted to teglslattve 
power. and hid no control over the acm1n11tr1t1on. 
However. under the lnternNtAtlM Ar.t thA nrnvt~tM 

P14 
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tor agreements w Ith the provtncea would cover 
~ement1 wtth the government of the two 
Terrttortn. The Federal govenvnent would actually 
handle the operation of IChools tn tne N. W.T. 
There was I strong dntre to stmpltty a ratlonallzt 
ldmtnl1trattve arrangements far eclatlon tn the 
Terrttortea. JJwL Memorandwn rar It. Jackson, 
R.G.Roberteon, 2S MIii 'Ch 1954 

March~ 19'4 It WIS decided lhlt the 1nterdel)lrtmlnt11 commtttff 
should concentrate on an over-all arrangement for 
education of the Terr1tortn and CMP the present work 
on educ1t1on pta. lll14, Robertson to Fortier, 2S 
March 1954 

April s 19S4 ApproVa1 was gtven by tht Deprtment of c1t1zenahlp 
and lmmlW"tlon to conttru dtscusstons on I long term 
ao1ut1on to education In the N.W.T. J1WL Fortier to 
Robertson, S April 1954. 

May 18 I "4 In pre I 1m1mary dl1C'!9SIOOS betw~ ~. 
S14)1rtntendent or EMltton of thl N.W.T. n Davey, 
&c>erlntendtnt Of Educlt Ion, lndtan Affairs, It WII 
auggnted that an ~ement be nwn 1c, between the 
Department of Cttlzlnlhtp and 1mm1,-.uon llld the 
Gaverrvnent or thl N.W.T. Thl1.een,ent would: 
I. bi effective~• I, 1955, 
2. aupply educational ract1tt111 for lndtan chtlchn In 
the N.W.T. by the Comm1111oner, 
3. ens\N that 111 provtatona of the lndtan Act wn 
complied with, 
et allow no segregation of chllchn In IChOOJa on 
ICCO\l\t or race, and 
s. have the Department of Clttztnlhlp and Immigration 
pay to the Comm1111oner the coat of tclJcltlong lndtan 
children, baad on actual costs. Thi ~ement wa to 
cover onJw •wauan tn u. N.W.T. 
Jll1L Memoran<bn for the A1111tant Deputy MtntIter, 
0m119'1ffl, 18 twf 1954. 

~• .a 1954 Thi nrst draft or the ••ment ror thl EelJCat1on or 
lndtan Chtldren tn tht Northwest Terrltor1n wa drawn 
11, 



June ,~ 1954 In a meeting wtU\ fra11r, Jonta Ind oevey, the cnrt 
wnrevtHd. 

~• 17 t 954 The draft or tht ~ement bttwHn the Dtpartment of 
Ctttzenahtp and lmmtgratton and thl'Commtntoner of 
the N.W.T. was revtewld. J1WL Memoranclln rorrr. 
Jackson, Fr•er, 17 \iUW 19'4. 

~• 21 1954 A copy of the drift was sent to Re. ROblrtlOI\. 

July 21 1954' A copy or tne drift wn 11nt to Mr. Lnage. 

July 27 1954 More modtftcattona were madl rtf both Departments. 
~. Jonn to C\l'lnlnpffl, 27 July 19!4 

August 6 1954 Thi drift Af'ttment w11 rev1sec1. 

August 9 195.C Jones concwTld on thl amencmenta or AUgUSt e, 1954. 

August 12 19S.s A <nrt or the Mloote to c°'"n w• c1rcu11ted for 
comment• between the two Departments. WL 
t11morancMn for the Acting Deputy Minister,__ _ 
~1~, 12~-·~ _ .. -··- _ ··- _ 

August 27 19'.- Jones and Fortter dlacuased tne Chrt ~ent dated 
June I~ 19S4. WLHemorancun ror File, Jonn, 27 
August 1954 

Sept. 17 1954' A new propo11I ... IUl9llled Whlcll would do ••IJ with th1 Demi to MV• the Dlplrtm111t 
of Clttztnahtp fWNI the education of Inell• 
chl1dren In the N. W. T. It seemed more 1og1ca1 to hlVe 
the Department or Northem Arratrs n Nattonat 
RIIO\rCtl be reeponatb1e for bOth actnlntstratton and 
funding. Set 1ttlChld letter 17 September 1954. W4. 
Robertson to Fortlar, 17 September 1954. 

Sepl 29 I 954 Rtv1s1on or tht drift Agreement 

Fortier agreed wtth the proposed mOdtrlcatlon of the 
draft A""ment. JJwL, Fortier to Robtrtaan, 29 
September I 954 



A rednlf t of tht Agreement tnc;orpo1 •ted tne Chlngn 
agreed upon by Robertson and Fortier regarding funding 
or Ind ten educet ton. .llWL. Hemcnncun tor Deputy 
M1ntster, CUmlnghlm, 29 Sepl 1954. 

Oct. 12 19S4 Nason, tne legal Mllsor, IOOkeG It the ~eement and 
suggested several minor chlngn. JJmL Memormffl ror 
Autstant Deputy Minister, NIIOn, 12 October I~ 

Oct. 20 1 ~ The new drift was released thlt tncarporated tlW 
changes menttontd tn the Sept 17, 19541 letter (u, 
·paragraph(a) of HCtton e was deleted. J1WL Robertson 
to Fortier-, 20 October 1954 

oct. 2& 19'4 A thOrOUgh Sluctf Of the edUCatlonal aTqtmtnlS tn 
the North wa undertaken and would be completed by 
February 1955. Few d1t1t11 or tht1 ltuctf were 
Included tn the rne «>-10-7. JIWL Leage to Rl~t 
Reverend Troctlller 0.11.1., 26 October 1~ 

Ocl 29 1CJ5.4 The new cnft WII ICCIPted IPf fartler. Jldl, Fart1er to 
RobertlOn, 29 _()et~ 1 ~ . _ .. _ . _ . : __ ~-: -- - -- - -

---~.;;:!....a. .:.. .-..,,_.:...:...:.': •• ;.. ... -~:--! --~ .:.!........ _: ___ _!_ .. -- ...... ! .. ! .. - -&- - • -

Nov. 9 1954 The drift or thl N>m1aaton to CNICII was relenld 
for comment,. BwL CUnnlrfan, 10 November 19541. 

Nov. 10 I IS~ The drift WIS approved by Northern Affl1rl and 
National Resou-ct1. JJwl., Mlmoranclln for the Deputy 
HfnfIter, CUnnlnfllm, 10 November 1954 

Nov. 17 19541 Thi two Department, midi I Joint Slantaton to 
COIIICII or the A~ement ror the EWClttan or lndtan 

. Children tn the Northwest Ttn'ttort• 

Dec. 1 I 9M Cabinet agreed tttat 1e11111n11tr1tlon or lndlan 
IChoOII In tht N.W.T. lhould bi tnlllfllTld to 
tbe Department or Nortblm Affllrl 1111d N1ttonal 
R1aourcn Ind tll■t tllt "lnl1ttr or Clttzenllllp 
and lmmtgratton ahould enter Into 11119Ntmtnt 
with th1 Commt111oner of thl N.W.T. for tlll 
educatton of lndtan cllllclrln. ~Uy orcser 
tn CotKn P.C. l1!4-1898 was PIIIICI • dated 
December 1 1954 W4, Note for File. RobertlOn, 15 
Dtcemberl9M 



Dec. 2 195◄ 

Dec. 15 19S.i 

Dec. 211~ 

Jan. 17 1955 

orr1c1r1 of thl Privy COtllCII 1tarr auggnted tr.at two 
potnt1 needed clartflcattcn ThHe two polntl were: 1. 
the question of the trlnlf er of Jandl n bU11dtngs from 
the Department of Cttlztnahtp end 1mm1,-at1on to the 
Department of Northern Affairs and Natfonal Attoll"Cts. 
(It would be necessary to mike I f\rthtr submtuton to 
1110w ror th1I tranafer.) and 2. section 8 of tht 
Agreement which Involved the transfer of personnel -
There WII IOffll qutltton 19 to whither U'M>II being 
trensfernd were actually part of the Ctvn Service of 
Canada. (It w11 1 tecmfc11 potnl) Jg RObertaon to 
C\mtnghlm, 2 December 1954. 

A drlf t 0rd1nance wa drawn up, authar1z1ng thl 
Commtsatoner or the N. W.T. to enter tnto an agreement 
w Ith Her M1J11ty The Queen, reprnentecl by thl 
Htntater of Citizenship and lmmlptlon. Ordlr In 
COW'tC11 P.C. 19S4·1898 or 1 Decemblr I~ Wd., 
Robertson to Deputy Mtntlter of ~tlce, 15 Decemblr 
1954 

ThelendlDlv1slon~ecltblt.lnQlan~r.~.~ . _ ···- --· 
provide I COffl$tlJllt,_Q(_~.J---~-I~ ~t~-~= .·- · · ~ · 
bufld1ngs wn--,ituatid In ·uw Kw.T. --A lffl'iltt lo. - ~. - . . --- · . 
COW'tCtl recommended I tranaf er or thnt lnls from 
the Department of Cttlzenshlp Ind lmml,-atton to the 
Department of Northlm Affairs and Nattonal RIICU'CII. 
Also, par1g1 tph e of the Af'eemenl w• changed to 
reed ·other employ"' or tht Governnent or Cnldl9. M 
Ordinance was drlrttd and would bt prnentld tn 
J1r1J1fY 1 cass. lll14, t1emorancun rar Deputy H1n11t1r, 
°""'~• IS December 19S4 

A drift Prell release w11 ctrculated for comments 
regarding the Ordinance. JIWL, Bixler to Pht11tps, 28 
December 19M 

Rober1son requested from rr. Frear, Acting Director, 
Northam AdmlntatraUon, the fo11ow1ng: COit t19'ftl of 
various educattonal Items, the lndlan Act requirements 
and tht extent to which they were being met, 
tnformatfon concerning tht prnent (l~-55) achool 

II 



Feb. 11 195S 

Feb. 144 1999 

policy and program or lndtan Affair-. ald pnnl 
tnf ormetlon on lndllf'I education In the N. W.T. 

Robertson hid an agreement with Bishop Marlh 
regarding education programs In thl north and wa 
negot11ttng wtth Btahop Trocelller for a stmtlar 
northern lduc1ttona1 agreement JIWL, Memoranclrn for 
Fraser from A.G. Robtrtaon, 17 Jan. 1955. 

An Orcltn1nc1 ta AUU10rt11 u. commt11lantr of 
the N.W.T. to 1nt1r tnto an agreement with the 
eovernmtnt of C1111d1 respecting the Educltton 
or 1nc111n1 wn 11nntee1 to on J1nu1rJ 27, 1955. 

In I letter to the Deputy Minister, Fraser reported that 
draft blueprints of proposed ICho011 were bttng 
prepared tn order that t1Um1ted r If.NI would be 
rea1 lst tc. HI tndtceted that \lldef' the lndta, Act, lndtan 
children, between the age• of 7-16, were required to 
attend school. There were 425 lncHan chtlcnn 
attending school from an lndlan sehool age population 
of 1097. Thert_wert_l27 _Eak1_mo_dl11nrl •~tending 
school fun time and AOO. attending part~t• from_.. _ 
Eskimo 1Choo1 age popu1at1on of -21 te{727-/21 tt):-- -
Flna11y, the poltcy of lndtan Affairs Br■K:h WII to 
discourage constructt.on or restdentlal schools and 
hostels by Olrch authortttes. Instead, lndlan Afrllrt 
Branch felt that the11 lducattona1 facl1tt1n should bi 
constructed by the Ftdtrl1 government hi then t"111d 
wer to the mtnton 1Uthorlt111 for operattan. Thi 
average coat per ptC>tl w11 S34!5 per yer (exc1udtng 
boarding co1t1). WL Fraser to Deputy Minister, 11 Feb. 
1955. 

TIie Agreement rar t111 Education or lndlan 
Chlldren In thl N.W.T .... ••lflld by thl 
Htnt■ter of ctttzenlhtp and lm111,-.uon, J.W. 
Plc:kersgtll Ind tlll Commlaallllll' or tlll 
Norttaw11t T1rrttorl11, A. 8. AONl'tlon. A 
committee on lndtan education In thl NorthWnt 
Terrttorln WII Hllbllshed. Thll commlltll w■ 
composed of I chllnnan and thrN member& 

17 



Feb. 10 1995 

Feb. 23 195S 

Feb. 20 1955 

June23 '"' 

I • 

The Director of lndlan Aff■tn, Department of 
Clttzensh1p and lmml~tlon WII dnl,-,ecl n tht 
Chairman and the three members were 
the Sup1rlnt1nd1nt or Educatlan, Department of 
Ctttzenshtp Ind tmm1~tton, the SUperlntlllclent of 
Education. Department or Narthem Affairs n 
National Rnou-ces and the Chief, T11Tltor111 Dtvtston, 
Department of Northern Affairs and Nltlanal RelCM'Cn. 
~ P1dcergt11 to Lesage, 141 Flbrulry 1~. 

A d1rect1VI regarding the lrlnsftr of Stiff, 
arrangements for the tlke over of buildings and 1 
deacrtpt ton or land wn tasued. 

A drift Memorand\ln ror the Clblntt was prtprld. 

The necesury act1on needed for the erly lralsf er of 
employns mentioned In Section 8 to Northern Aff1tr1 
and Nat1ona1 RIIOlrC88 WII lntt11tad.~ RoblrtlGn 
to Wimberley, 28, Flbnay 1B 

A program to provtdt primary education to lndlm and 
Elktmo chtldrln ·tNer I rtve ye,r period of time wa 
Implemented. The decllnt In the ea fbou · 
poput1tton end the rea1lz1tton that native people could 
not longer rely •on I nattve ww, of 11r,· reinforced the 
belief that the emphalla should be on primary educlt1on 
Ind ttchntc11 n vocattona1 training. W4, Lnage to 
P1clcertg111, ◄ March 1999. 

Thi quntton or re11g1on for lncHan Chllehn wa 
c1r1fltd by Robertson. He atltld that the Af'Nmtnt 
between thl Commtaloner and tht Hln1ster of 
C1ttzenshlp and lmml~tton did not require that 
educatton be provided on I denomtnattonal baits. JIWL, 
Memoran<Un for the Mlnl1ter, Aobertlon, 14tA.ne 1955. 

The tnnsf er or control and 11111aget11ttnt or 
l1nc11 from the Department Cttlzlftllllp and 
Immigration to the Department or Northlm 
Afflll'I and N1tlonal RnOll'Cn, wltll reapect ta 
lndtan education In the Northwnt T11Tltarln, 
•• approved. P.c. 1955·917, 23m 1955. 

18 



R1f1r1nc1 

Pw1tc Archtves of Canada, RtcordS of tr.e Department of ReSO\rCtS and 

Development, RO 22. vol. 32-4, ffle 40-10-7, lnt~ental comm1ttet 
on lndlan Educatton. December 1953 to November 1955. 
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rt. ,..rd• •an1 la euoordaaoe dt.l& ll• .-.o-a4•U1i11\• 
,, ,.._ tlllerapvt,.crt.al c .. sttee r.terr..4 \o tr. s.otlOII a• be •1.-.. 

• •• 1ubl•o,1on I M e.dcSN t,o tll9 tollodn. atteot, 

"It.la-. .... tM ea..t .. sOG1tr do•• ~ apt,• •lt.la • ,..._ 
•••H• ot tbe 0-lltN 111 ,..,.n of• 11&tter .. t1aa, relate, '° ti. Jl'ffl■Sn ,.. eduoeUon •• lllcl doa ln tba tedlu Jn, 
be 1Mll ••-'• dlh '1118 llb11ter, ••• ri•\19 with n1ar4 lo 
1111 n,\11 .... 111• ., tlla I.U.u Mt 11'all N r1i;.a1 11

• 

11111 i1 •• '-• aocUti•~ 10 • te re..aon IIMI ol>U&di•• t• 
aet all tlll Jl\»Nal .... le ta OJerdlOlle Aa )'ft potlll•d °"'• &I 
la .-S• ,-.1,i. Illa\ .n - \lal 1.1 -, • dealra\le to Uaoon\lo• 
\Ill -,.nU• el • ,ant..iv Nheol. th!1 oould uppea it U. ,o~• 
l•tla of • ,_.a.u1-, .-.1....- •n to 4rop HftNly •• it • nt'1•• 
•Ill wn te •s-,,.ar, 1 ..... b 11ott.n u it "°" atand1 would 
111•• to MIii It 11,.nlltle \o 4hooa'1aue Iba o~:-atto■ or a aobool 
it It N•- obto1ele and l\1 "' 1 ..... n, ,, • Dtw oooool wn ••~ 
•1•• 1, .._. t• • lllat tm eo1uttn alpl '9 M 4rop Ihle ••MUoa ai........ I ..... - '"-' It I• ••••• ., II\ new ., .. ·••nl 
•UP'S• II ,,..s• .... , .. of • nawlan •~ lo \Ml pmrat l:, 
..a1•1e la .. llo,._.n ten11orte1 ml •lao ot tlle S,roTt1toa tor 
........ .,, .. Atrt.Nl7 Ollad••· 

Te11 •ua-••• In our dlacna■toa \bh aotDlftG ,,.., l\ 
•1114 N «..Sr•le to ,., .. arruge eftqthlnt 10 that tu11 ,.,,ooat• 
biHt, .... ,.,.,,oa .,. ,._. ower ,, 1h11 clep1n·111tat .. ot Aprtl 1, 
lNI, J - - • nuN -, 1h11 oallllft M dona. Jt • , .. _,., au, 
\be ..._ JOidl Wllllla 11111 •at ~ d•J8 I lhlnt I\ 1hou1d be ,OHib\• 
\o bw U. apee•fll 1tpe• 118d lo FNpaN ow ••tt11au1 UII &••ral 
;,ltM •• 1M ■■9Ullptl• t"-1 A1•U 1 will M tile date tor 11w .., 
ar••111 ■anu. 
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