SPECIAL ARDA FUNDS TO FORT GOOD HOPE HUNTERS AND

eE, 5 TRAPPERS ASSOCTIATION
80-002 Jan 3 SPECIAL ARDA FUNDING FOR HUNTING CABINS
80-003 Jan 2 EXECUTIVE TRAVELS TO YUXON
80-004 Jan 4 SPECIAL ARDA AID FOR RAE-EDZO AREA
80-005 Jan 4 TURNER ACCEPTS SPECIAL ARDA OFFER

‘ FIVE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES CO-OPERATIVES ACCEPT
80-006 Jan 10 SPECIAL ARDA OFFERS
. S S SPECIAL ARDA FUNDS METIS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
| STUDY ,

80-008 Jan 10  MUNICIPAL SYSTEMS DESIGN SEMINAR
80-009 Jan 14 CENTRE'S NORTH GALLERY OPENS JAN. 19

Jan 17 HEALTH MINISTER JOINS NON-SMOKERS

80-010
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PRESS RELEASE

RELEASE .
NUMBER DATE - CONTENTS
80-011 Jan 17 %%?iigggscggigaFOR EXPARDED STUDY BY PUBLIC
80-012 Jan 18 SPECIAL ARDA FUNDS HUNTING SHELTERS
80-013 Jan 18 | BAKER LAKE EIRM_AIDED BY SPECIAL ARDA
80-014 Jan 18 ~ TOM BUTTERS ATTENDING TRANSPORTATION CONFERENCE
B0-g14- | Jan:l8 . [ PEORG EEEERERS
80-016 Jan 23 | DON PRUDEN APPOINTED TOURISM CHIEF
80-017 Jan 30 | AVOID THE RUSH ON LICENCE PLATE STICKERS
80-018 Jan 31 ggggigﬁ 2§g§IEgNDS TWO NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
80-019 Jan 31 gggg%@%sARDA FUNDS FOR PANGNIRTUNG AND WHALE COVE
80-020 Feb 1 MORE RESPONSIBILITY FOR LEGISLATURE
'80-021 Feb 4 DEFICIT BUDGET POSSIBLE
80-022 Feb 5 EMPLOYEES COMPLETE ADMINISTRATION COURSE
80-023 Feb 5 ARTS AND CRAFTS SHOW OPENS SUWDAY
80-024 Feb 5 BUTTERS INTRODUCES BUDGET
80-025 Feb 5 NAME REMAINS THE SAME
86-026 Feb 5 EPP WON'T BE ASKED
' 80-027 Feb 7 COURNOYEA QUESTIONS HOUSING POLICIES
80-028 Feb 8 WATER BOARD TO APPEAR




PRESS RELEASE

RELEASE
NUMBER DATE CONTENTS
80-029 Feb 8 COMMUNITIES CAN'T HAVE FINES
80-030 Feb 7 POLAR BEAR QUOTA
80-031 Feb 7 COMMUNITY OPPOSES TRAVER
80-032° Feb 11 IT'S HEART MONTH
80-033 Feb 11 HOUSING BUDGET EXAMINED
80-034 Feb 13 | URANIUM TOPIC OF SCIENCE SERTES
80-035 Feb 13 NORTHERN PARKS EXHIBIT
80-036 Feb 12 LOCAL INPUT IN HOME DESIGHN
80-037 Feﬁ 12 INSURANCE EXPLAINED
80-038 Feb 12 RENT RECOVERIES
180-039 Feb 12 McCALLUM PLEDGES BETTER HOMES
80-040
80-041 Feb 13 ASSEMBLY 7O WORK ELECTION DAY
80-042 | Feb 13 SKI TEAM GETS TELEGRAM
80-043 Feb 13 POLICY CHANGES COMING
86—044 Feb 14 - MANDATE OKAYED
80-045 Feb 14 RECEIVING HOMES' FUTURE UNCERTAIN
80-046 Feb 14 [ PSYCHIATRIST COMING




PRESS RELEASE

RELEASE

NUMBER DATE. - CONTENTS
80-047P ‘Feb 15 SHEAD RESIGKS
80-048 Feb 15 MLASIWAHT PROOF
80-049 Feb 15 AIR TERMINAL FOR BAKER?
80—0%6. Feb 18 PHOTO RELEASE - FEBRUARY IS HEART MONTH
80-051 Feb 25 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CHIEF APPOINTED
80-052 Feb 19 CONSUMER SERVICES CHIEF APPOINTED
80-053 Feb 19  SAFETY CHIEF APPOINTED
80-054 Feb 18 VOLUNTEERS TO GET EXPENSES?
80-055 Feb 18 THIRTEEN PER CENT JOBLESS
80-056 Feb 18 LIQUOR ADS MAY VANISH
- 80-057 Feb 19 AD BAN LIKELY
80-058 Feb 19 MLAs WANT PHONES IMPROVED
80-059  Féb 19 S.T.E.P. MAY MOVE
80-060 Feb 20 DENTIST SOUGHT
80-061 Feb 20 TWO DEPARTMENTS TOGETHER AGAIN
80-062 Feb»20 MLAS WANT LOCAL CONTROL
80-063 Feb 20 SAWMILL LOAN OKAYED
80-064 Feb 25 ~ SMALL RESPONSE TO LICENWCE PLATE STICKERS




. PRESS RELEASE

. CONTENTS

RECOGNIZE ABORIGINAL RIGHTS - PAPER.

'PHOTOGRAPHIC DISPLAY AT HERITAGE CENTRE

0-067 | rep 2L | powr porooss, savs rmaseR
20-068 | 'web 22 | MDiIMUN WnGE HIKE S0UGHY
s0-a69~ | reb 22 | xnc wnuss suvsons -
s0-070 |reb 22| couss costs SToT>

} 'Eeb '

86;372?_;'f€?§¢2§~ LAND CLAIMS PAPER DEFERRED
80—073; fﬂ;Fe§4?7 - MLAS WANT WORKS BACK
80;é74i,%__Feb_27 COMMiTTEEs TO DISCUSé CARIBOU FIRST
80-075 ‘ Feb 28 = | HOURS EXTENDED

- Feb

28

EDUCATION PROBE.APPROVED

éo’bij;ﬁéfgéészi- WATER BQA?D OPERATIONS DISCUSSED
86;6%?  f5”é¢bwgg kGR%ﬁ?S TO BE EXAMINED
80-079 i;-Ma£;3 ITC RECOMMENDATIONS DEFERRED
éo-;ég‘ | mar 3 CANINE IMMIGRATION CURBS URGED
90;03£  ‘Mar 3 'BETTER RELATIONSHIP' REQUIRED
80-082 Mar 4 LOCAL CONTROLS ON WILDLIFE
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PRESS RELEASE

RELEASE
NUMBER DATE - CONTENTS
80;100 March 10 NORTHERN PREFERENCE TO IMPROVE
80-101 March 10| 1980 EXPLORERS' GUIDE RELEASED
80-102 March 11 _JfPfisQLE‘EXPANDED,'IMPROVED
80-103 March 11| DENE NATION ADDRESSES COUNCIL
80-104 March 11 | BROUGHTON ISLAND RCMP DETACHMENT URGED
80-105 March 12 | LEGAL SERVICES FUNDING URGED
8@-106 March 12 ENERQ¥_PQLICY(.MINISTER RECOMMENDED
8@-107 March 12 | YK REFERRAL CENTRE OPPOSED
8@-108 March 13 | PETROLEUM TAXES DOWN, LIQUOR UP
- 80-109 March 13 | GRANTS, BURSARIES TO BE STUDIED
8@-110 March 13 [ EXPANDED RADIO-TV SERVICE URGED
8@-111 March 14 APPOINTMENTS APPROVED BY COUNCIL
8@-112 March 14 | ORDINANCES, AMENDMENTS RECEIVE ASSENT
8@¥113 March 14 | BUDGET ALLOCATIONS APPROVED
8Q-114 March 18 | EQUIPMENT, ATTITUDES SAVING ENERGY
805315 March 26 | ENERGY AGREEMENT SIGNED
8@-116 March 19 | MUSEUM OFFERS PHOTOS, THEATRE
80-117 .March 19 | NOVEL PROGRAM PREPARES YOUNG PATIENTS
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PRESS RELEASE

RELEASE

NUMBER DATE CONTENTS
80-118 March 20 ASSEMBLY REVIEWS PETROLEUM TAX HIKES

(replaces #80-108)

80-119 March 20 PLATE DEADLINE NEARS
80-120 March 27 ALCOHOL, DRUG PROGRAMS FUNDED
80-121 March 27 CARIBOU, BEAR COUNTS PLANNED
80-122 March 31 JOB AND CAREER SHOW APRIL 10, 11, 12.
80-123 April 1 TAX DISCOUNTERS CONTROLLED
80-124 April 10 PUBLIC INPUT SOUGHT ON GAMBLING REGULATIONS
80-125 April 10 WELFARE BENEFITS HIKED
80-126 April 11 PROHIBITION FILM TO BE SHOWN ON CBC
80-127 April 11 CONSERVATION EFFORTS APPLAUDED
80- 128 April 16 CORRECTION TO RELEASE # 80-125
80-129 April 16 FIRST ISSUE OF STATISTICS QUARTERLY PRINTED
80-130 April 21 ENERGY MINISTER NAMED
80-131 April 18 GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS FUND FOLK ON THE ROCKS
80-132P April 21 SOUTH AMERICAN VISITOR WELCOMED
80-133 April 22 MEETINGS WITH HUNTERS AND TRAPPERS BEGIN
80-134 April 24 NEW ALCOHOL AND DRUGS CO-ORDINATOR NAMED
80-135 April 24 POPULATION STATISTICS RELEASED




POPULATION STATISTICS RELEASED 80-135

YELLOWKNIFE (April 24) - The population of the
Northwest Territories decreased in 1979 by just over 300
people, according to just-released statistics from the

Territorial government's bureau of statistics.

According to Ralph Joyce, head of the bureau, the
Baffin and Keewatin regions experienced small population gains
last year, while the Fort Smith and Inuvik regions lost

population.

Again, there was an out-migration from the
Territories - 1,349 people, as of December 31, 1979. However,
this population loss was almost offset by a natural increase
(births over deaths) of 1,019 people.

(more)



POPULATION STATISTICS RELEASED - 2

The population statistics were compiled with
information from the Registrar General of Vital Statistics
and the Family Allowance statistics provided by the Department
of National Health and Welfare.

"We will be able to be even more precise in our
figures when our health registration system is fully in place"

said Joyce.

- 3 -

Contact: Judy Paul
Telephone: 873-7615
Telex: 034-45504
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1.

2.

POPULATION ESTIMATES

Introduction

This report presents Northwest Territories population estimates for
December 31, 1979 and outlines estimation procedures. Further
methodological detail and descriptions of procedures for 1977 and 1978
are provided in the Appendix.

Population Highlights

Population estimates for December 31, 1979 indicate that:

the population of the Northwest Territories decreased by 330
persons to 46 063 during 1979.

the Baffin and Keewatin Regions ekperienced small population
gains, while the Fort Smith and Inuvik Regions lost population.

all Regions continued to experience net out-migration, with the
Northwest Territories as a whole registering a net out-migration

of 1349 persons.

in relative terms, .net out-migration was least in the Keewatin
and greatest for the Inuvik Region.

for the Northwest Territories as a whole, . natural increase
(excess of births over deaths) was 1019, offsetting for the most

o . " ! e
part-populationloss resulting from migration.

this offsetting effect was accentuated in the Eastern Arctic and
dampened in the west, resulting in a -small eastward shift in
population balance.



3. Estimation Procedure

Population estimates were developed for all communities by adjusting
year-end 1978 population figures for the effects of birth, death and

migration during 1979. The schematic for this procedure is as
follows:

Population
December 31, 1979

Population, \
December 31, 1978 |/* Net Migration |+ | Births N~ | Deaths

Birth and death information was provided by the Registrar General of
Vital Statistics, while migration estimates were developed from Family
Allowance Statistics with adjustments for school enrolment informa-
tion. Details are provided in the Appendix.

Population figures for Frobisher Bay and Rae-Edzo incorporate revised

estimates for December 31, 1977 based upon improved information for
those communities.,
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POPULATION ESTIMATES, by Region
Northwest Territories, .December 31, 1977 to 1979

Population Percentage Change
1977 1978 1979 1978/7T 1979/78
Northwest Territories 46 370 46 393 46 063 - =0.7
Baffin 7 987 8 168 8 233 2.3 0.8
Keewatin 4 056 4 146 4 179 2.2 0.8
Inuvik 7 514 T 435 T 331 -1.1 -1.4
Fort Smith 26 813 26 644 26 320 -0.6 =-1.2

COMPONENTS OF POPULATION CHANGE, by Region

Northwest Territories, .December 31, 1978 to 1979

Population Components of Change
1978 1979 Change Births Deaths Migration
Northwest Territories 46 393 = 46 063 =330 1212 193 -1349
Baffin 8 168 8233 65 262 35 -162
Keewatin 4 146 4 179 33 112 15 =64
Inuvik T 435 7 331 =104 205 33 =276
Fort Smith 26—644——26-320—=324 633 10 =BT —

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION, by Region

Northwest Territories, December 31, 1977 to 1979

1977 1978 1979

Northwest Territories 100.0 100.0 100.0
Baffin 17.2 17.6 17.9

Keewatin 8.7 8.9 9.1

Inuvik 16.2 16.0 15.9

Fort Smith 57.8 5T.4 57.1




POPULATION ESTIMATES, by Region and Community

Northwest Territories, .December 51, 1977 to 1979

Population Percentage Change

1977 1978 1979 1978/77 1979/78

Baffin T 987 8 168 8 233 243 0.8
Arctic Bay 41y 403 377 =2.7 -6.5
Broughton Island 348 329 314 5.5 - -4.6
Cape Dorset 684 693 725 1.3 4.6
Clyde River 412 411 4y3 0.2 7.8
Frobisher Bay 2 423 2 490 2 45) 2.8 -1.4
Grise Fiord 95 99 95 4.2 =4,0
Hall Beach 349 396 396 13.5 -
Igloolik T37 753 766 2.2 TuT
Lake Harbour 268 301 300 12.3 =0.3
Nanisivik 264 273 2901 3.4 6.6
Pangnirtung 872 878 | 909 0.7 3.5
Pond Inlet 620 649 652 b7 0.5
Resolute Bay 181 167 177 =TT 6.0
Sanikiluaq 320 326 334 1.9 2.5
Keewatin 4 056 4 146 4 179 2.2 0.8
Baker—Lake 1021 17007 1T017 =T1.4 1.0
Chesterfield Inlet 256 291 281 13.7 =3.4
Coral Harbour 423 41y 414 =2.1 =
Eskimo Point 891 960 980 T.T7 2.1
Rankin Inlet 987 978 956 -0.9 =2.2
Repulse Bay 296 295 328 -0.3 11.2
Whale Cove 182 201 203 10. 4 1.0
Alnuvik 7 514 T 435 7 331 -1.1 -1.4
Aklavik 797 761 750 -4.5 -1.4
Arctic Red River 119 111 79 -6.7 -28.8
Colville Lake 73 73 73 - =
Fort Franklin 463 512 554 10.6 8.2
Fort Good Hope 446 446 41u6 - -
Fort McPherson 790 813 781 2.9 -3.9
Fort Norman 290 329 312 13.4 =5.2
Norman Wells 330 352 361 6.7 2.6
Paulatuk 160 163 166 1.9 1.8
Sachs Harbour 173 177 170 2.3 =4.0
Tuktoyaktuk T46 760 T4T 1.9 =1.7
(cont'd)



POPULATION ESTIMATES, by Region and Community (cont'd)
Northwest Territories, December 31, 1977 to 1979

Population Percentage Change

1977 1978 1979 1978777 1979/78

Fort Smith 26 813 26 64l 26 320 =0.6 =1.2
Bathurst Inlet 28 29 30 3.6 3.4
Bay Chimo 66 66 66 - -
Cambridge Bay 859 853 864 -0.7 1.3
Coppermine 801 803 766 0.2 =4.6
Enterprise 40 40 40 - =
Fort Liard 325 327 344 0.6 5.2
Fort Providence 566 556 571 -1.8 2.7
Fort Resolution 519 e 523 0.4 0.4
Fort Simpson 1103 1080 1 001 =2.1 =T.3
Fort Smith 2 434 2 347 2 234 -3.6 -4.8
Gjoa Haven 454 v 464 - 493 2.2 6.3
Holman Island 306 328 336 T.2 2.4
Jean Marie River 49 48 49 -2,0 2.1
Kakisa 40 4o 1 - 2.5
Lac La Martre 22y 225 231 0.4 2a7
Nahanni Butte 96 oY 92 2.1 =2.1
Paradise Gardens 57 58 58 1.8 -
Pelly Bay 258 287 . 281 11.2 -2.1
Pine Point 1 878 1 763 1719 -6.1 =2.5
Port Radium 132 152 140 15.2 =T.9
Rae-Edzo 1 437 1 467 1 367 2.1 -6.8
Rae Lakes 171 172 177 0.6 2.9
Reliance 9 9 9 - B
Snowdrift 258 262 264 1.6 0.8
Spence Bay 464 45y 470 =2.2 3.5
Trout Lake 61 60 61 -1.6 1.7
Tungsten 325 423 506 30.2 19.6
Wrigley 174 175 163 0.6 -6.9
Northwest Territories 46 370 46 393 46 063 - -0.7




COMPONENTS OF CHANGE, by Region and C uni
Northwest Territories, .December 31, 1978 to 1979

Population Components of Change
1978 1979 Change Births Deaths Migration
Baffin ' 8 168 8 233 65 262 35 =162
Arctic Bay 403 377 =26 16 1 =41
Broughton Island 329 314 =15 9 6 =18
Cape Dorset 693 725 32 14 2 20
Clyde River 411 443 32 27 1 6
Frobisher Bay 2 490 2 454 =36 73 1 -98
Grise Fiord 99 95 =4 3 = =7
Hall Beach 396 396 - 9 2 =7
Igloolik 753 766 13 26 1 =12
Lake Harbour 301 300 =1 15 1 =15
Nanisivik 273 291 18 5 - 13
Pangnirtung 878 909 31 36 5 -
Pond Inlet 649 652 3 19 1 -15
Resolute Bay 167 177 10 3 3 10
Sanikiluaq 326 - 334 8 T 1 2
Keewatin 4 146 4 179 33 112 15 -64
Baker Lake 1 007 1.017 10 18 y -4
Chesterfield Inlet 291 281 -10 9 1 -18
Coral Harbour 414 41y - 15 - =15
"Eskimo Point 960 980 20 23 y 1
Rankin Inlet 978 956 =22 23 3 =42
Repulse Bay 295 328 .33 17 2 18
Whale Cove 201 203 2 T 1 =4
Anuvik T 435 7 331 =104 205 33 =276
Aklavik 761 750 =11 15 7 =19
Arctic Red River 111 79 =32 1 1 =32
Colville Lake 73 73 . - = - o
Fort Franklin 512 55)4 42 15 1 28
Fort Good Hope 446 Ju6 - 14 - =14
Fort McPherson 813 781 =32 22 5 =49
Fort Norman 329 312 =17 5 N -22
Inuvik 2 938 2 892 =46 95 14 =127
Norman Wells 352 361 9 6 1 y
Paulatuk 163 166 3 5 2 =
Sachs Harbour 177 170 =T ; 6 - 1 =12
Tuktoyaktuk 760 TU7 =13 21 1 =33
(cont'd)
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COMPONENTS OF POPULATION CHANGE, by Region and Community (cont'd)
Northwest Territories, .December 31, 1978 to 1979

Population Components of Change

1978 1979 Change Births Deaths Migration
Fort Smith 26 644 26 320 =324 633 110 - =847
Bathurst Inlet 29 30 1 1 - =
Bay Chimo 66 66 = - = =
Cambridge Bay - 853 864 1 24 5 -8
Coppermine 803 766 =37 14 7 =44
Detah 162 - 161 =1 - 1 -
Enterprise 40 40 - - = -
Fort Liard 327 344 17 6 1 12
Fort Providence 556 571 15 13 3 5
Fort Resolution 521 523 2 9 2 =5
Fort Simpson 1 080 1 001 =79 25 8 -96
Fort Smith 2 347 2234 =113 60 16 -157
Gjoa Haven 464 493 29 22 2 9
Hay River 3 398 3 345 =53 68 1 -110
Holman Island 328 336 8 8 = =
Jean Marie River 48 49 1 1 - =
Kakisa 40 41 1 1 - -
Lac La Martre 225 231 6 8 2 -
Nahanni Butte 94 92 - =2 1 3 -
Paradise Gardens 58 58 - - - =
Pelly Bay 287 281 -6 12 3 -15
Pine Point : 1 763 1719 -4y 58 3 =99
Port Radium 152 140 =12 = - =12
Rae-Edzo 1 U467 1 367 =100 4y 3 =141
Rae Lakes 172 177 5 5. - -
Reliance 9 9 - - = -
Snowdrift . 262 264 ) 2 9 2 =5
Spence Bay 45y 470 16 11 2 T
Trout Lake 60 61 1 2 1 =
Tungsten 423 506 83 4 2 81
Wrigley 175 163 -12 - - =12
Yellowknife 9981 9918  -63 227 33 =257

Northwest Territories 46 393 46 063 =330 1 212 193 -1 349
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A,

Populati Esti ion Procedur December

Population figures for December 31, 1979 were developed by estimating
numbers of children 0-17 years of age, parents with children 0-17
years of .age, and other adults, .for each community. The estimation
procedure also provides birth, death and net migration information.

Data Sources

1978 population estimates (revised)

December 1978 and 1979 Family Allowance (FA) records, adjusted for
school enrolment information

Vital Statistics

1976 Census

Estimation of Child Population

1. Children Estimate, 1978: FA children at December 1978, adjusted
for births and infant mortality during 1978.

2. Children Estimate, 1979: FA children at December 1979, adjusted
for births and infant mortality during 1979.

Adjustments to FA data were for children less than 1 year, whose popu-
lation tends to be understated by FA records.

Estimation of Adult Population

This procedure develops separate estimates for parents and for other
adults:

1s Parents Estimate, 1978: FA families at 1978, times parents per
family at June 1976 (1976 Census).

2. Other Adults Estimate, 1978: Population at 1978, minus parents
and children at 1978.

3. Parent Deaths Estimate, 1979: All adult deaths during 1979, times
parents at 1978, divided by all adults at 1978.

4, Other Adult Deaths Estimate ¢ All adult deaths during 1979,
minus parent deaths during 1979.

5. Preliminary Parents Esti ~ Parents at 1978, plus
estimated number of parents added due to birth of first child

during 1979, minus parents with one child 17 years of age at 1978,
minus deaths to parents during 1979. (Excludes migration.)

6. Preliminary Other Adults Estimate i Other adults at 1978,
plus children 17 years of age at 1978, plus parents with one child
17 years of age at 1978, minus parents whose first child was born
during 1979, minus deaths to other adults during 1979. (Excludes
migration.) |

- 13 -



10.

11.

12.

Preliminary Families Estimate : FA families at 1978, plus
estimated number of families formed by birth of first child during
1979, minus families with one child 17 years of age at 1978.
(Excludes migration.)

Parents per Family Estimate ¢ Preliminary parents estimate,
divided by preliminary families estimate.

Final Parents Estimate, 1979: FA families at 1979, times parents
per family at 1979. (Includes migration.) '

Net Migration of Parents Estimate, 1979: Final parents estimate,
minus preliminary parents estimate.

Net Migration of Other Adults Estimate, 1979: Preliminary

estimate of other adults, time net migration of parents, divided
by preliminary estimate of parents. ‘

Final Other Adults Estimate, 1979: Preliminary estimate of other
adults, plus net migration of other adults during 1979.

Estimation of Total Population, 1979

Sum of children estimate and final estimates of parents and other
adults.

Vital statistics records.

Deaths

Vital statistics records for children, parents and other adults

categories.
Migration
1. Net Migration of Infants Estimate, 1979: FA children less than 1

3.

year of age at 1979, minus reported births, plus infant deaths
during 1979. (Calculated only if positive)

Net Migratio f Children Estimate ¢ Children 1-17 at 1979,

minus children 0-16 years of age at 1978, plus net migration of
infants, plus deaths to children 1-17 years during 1979.

Net Migration Estimate, 1979: Sum of net migration for children,
parents and other adults.

- 14 -



B.

C.

Population Estimation Procedure, December 1978

Population estimates for Northwest Territories communities at December
31, 1978 were developed by adjusting year-end 1977 population figures
for birth, death and migration.

Components of this estimation were:
1. Base population figures for December 31, 1977.

2. Change in community population due to migration: Net migration
identified for children aged 1-14 years from Family Allowance
records during 1978 was transformed into an estimate of total
migration using age proflles for communities or groupings of
similar communities;

3. Births for each communlty, estimated from Family Allowance
statistics;

4y, Deaths during calendar year‘bf978, based on Vital Statistics
information. |

Population Estimation Procedures, December 1977

|
December—31;—1977populationfigures—for Northwest Territories commu-

nities were obtained using a variety of procedures.,

The enumeration of small communities in the Northwest Territories was
co-ordinated through Government Regional Offices: Frobisher Bay
(Baffin Region), .Rankin Inlet (Keewatin Region), Inuvik (Inuvik
Region) and Fort Smith (Fort Smith Region). Government field service
personnel completed updated lists of permanent community residents,
including persons absent for reasons of a temporary nature.

Estimation and enumeration procedures were used to develop population
figures for municipalities., Enumerations were organized through local
administrators under the supervision of the Statistics Section,
Department of Planning and Program Evaluation. Estimation procedures
employed the most accurate and recent ‘data available. Frobisher Bay's
population was determined from survey information provided by the
Northwest Territories Hou31ng Corporatlon and the Baffin Regional
Office.

- 15 -



Procedures employed for each community are summarized in the following
table, using the following abbreviations:

S' L.

R. o.

EN.

Est.

OTH.

Settlement lists submitted by the Regional Offices.

Population figures provided by the Regional Offices; not
accompanied by settlement lists.

Enumerations carried out by local municipal government
administrators under the supervision of the Statistics
Section, or by government agencies.

Estimation procedure based upon number of occupied dwelling
units, and occupancy ratios.

Other procedures including personal communication with
companies in single-resource communities and local admini-
strators. :

- 16 =



POPULATION ESTIMATION PROCEDURES

December 31, 1977

Baffin Fort Smith
Arctic Bay R. O, Bathurst Inlet S.L.
Broughton Island R. 0. Bay Chimo S. L.
Cape Dorset R.O. Cambridge Bay S. L.
Clyde River R. O, Coppermine S. L.
Frobisher Bay EN., R.O. Detah S.L.
Grise Fiord R. O, Enterprise Oth.
Hall Beach R.0. Fort Liard S. L.
Igloolik R.O. Fort Providence S.L.
Lake Harbour R.O. Fort Resolution S. L.
Nanisivik R. 0. Fort Simpson EN.
Pangnirtung R.O. Fort Smith Est.
Pond Inlet R.0. Gjoa Haven S. L.
Resolute Bay R.O. Hay River Est.
Sanikiluaq R.O. Holman Island S. L.
Jean Marie River S. L.
Kakisa S. L.
Keewatin Lac La Martre S. L.
Nahanni Butte S.L.
Baker Lake Oth, Paradise Gardens S.L.
Chesterfield Inlet R. 0, Pelly Bay S. L.
Coral Harbour R.O. Pine Point EN.
Eskimo Point R.O. Port Radium Oth.
Rankin Inlet R: 0, Rae-Edzo Est.
—Repulse-Bay R<Os Rae—Lakes S Lo
Whale Cove R.O. Reliance S. L.
Snowdrift S.L.
Spence Bay S.L.
Inuvik Trout Lake S.L.
Tungsten Oth.
Aklavik S.L. Wrigley S. L.
Arctic Red River S.L. Yellowknife Est.
Colville Lake S.L.
Fort Franklin R. O,
Fort Good Hope S. L.
Fort McPherson S. L.
Fort Norman S.L.
Inuvik EN.
Norman Wells Oth.
Paulatuk SeLs
Sachs Harbour S, L.
Tuktoyaktuk S. L
Note: S.L. Settlement List
R.O. Regional Office
EN. Enumeration
Est. Estimation
Oth. Other procedures
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NEW ALCOHOL AND DRUGS CO-ORDINATOR NAMED 80-134

YELLOWKNIFE (April24 ) - Douglas (Doug)
Knockwood, former director of the Arctic House Community
Residential Centre here, has been named co-ordinator of the
alcohol and drugs section of the social services department,

Territorial government.

Knockwood is replacing Jim Anderson, who left
B B B e e ————

Knockwood, 51, has had several years of
experience with alcohol-related counselling organizations.
He was with Northern Addiction Services from 1975-76 before
leaving to work as a counsellor with the Workers' Compensation
Board in Edmonton.

Knockwood, a Micmac Indian originally from
Springhill, N.S., was a social counsellor with the Quebec
Indian Association from 1974-75 and an alcohol co-ordinator
with the Union of Nova Scotia Indians from 1971-74.

(more)



NEW ALCOHOL AND DRUGS CO-ORDINATOR NAMED - 2

He also serves on the board of directors of
the Native Court Workers, and is a senate member of the
Tree of Peace in Yellowknife.

-~ 30 =~

Contact: Judy Paul
Telephone: 873-7615
Telex: 034-45504



MEETINGS WITH HUNTERS AND TRAPPERS BEGIN 80-133

YELLOWKNIFE (April 22) - The first in a series of
regional meetings to discuss transferring wildlife management

responsibility to hunters and trappers in the eastern Arctic

- has been scheduled for April 29 - May 1 in Rankin Inlet.

This meeting comes out of an agreement reached

between the Territorial government and the Inuit Tapirisat of

Canada (ITC) on March 12, in response to an earlier

suggestion by ITC to the Legislative Assembly.

Representatives from hunters and trappers associations
across the Keewatin district will have an opportunity to speak
directly to Minister of Renewable Resources Richard Nerysoo
about changes they would like to see in the delivery of wildlife

services.

(more)



MEETINGS WITH HUNTERS AND TRAPPERS BEGIN - 2

"I expect we will discuss various wildlife concerns,
which might include management of the Kaminuriak Caribou herd,"

said Mr. Nerysoo.

"I tried to move quickly on ITC's request and have

been pleased with the level of co-operation," he said.

Similar meetings have been planned for Cambridge Bay

and Frobisher Bay in May.

Contact: Judy Paul
Telephone: 873-7615
Telex: 034-45504



SOUTH AMERICAN VISITOR WELCOMED 80-132P

YELLOWKNIFE (April 21) - Greetings from the
Northwest Territories were extended to a visitor from the
most southerly capital of South America by Commissioner

John Parker Friday.

Jose Cesar Azzalini, in Yellowknife following
a 90-day journey from the capital of Tierra del Fuego at

__the tip of South America, was met by the commissioner at

the conclusion of his hemispheric trip. Tierra del Fuego
is a province of Argentina.

Gi fts and greetings were exchanged between the
Territorial government and Azzalini, representing the
Argentinian government.

Azzalini arrived in Yellowknife by air due to
the closure of the ice bridge over the Mackenzie River.
Most of the trip was made in a small two-cylinder automobile.

« 30 =

Contact: Craig Yeo
Telephone; 873-7343
Telex: 034-45504



South American Visitor Welcomed

Photo release to accompany release #80-132P




e e s bt T et —

Commissioner John Parker offers best wishes
and a territorial flag to Jose Azzalini, (left) in Yellowknife
last week fol]owihg a 90-day overland journey from his home
at the southern-most tip of South America.




GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS FUND FOLK ON THE ROCKS 80-131

YELLOWKNIFE (April 18) - Two departments of the
Territorial government have contributed $5,000 each to assist
a local society in staging the summer festival Folk on the

Rocks .

The Department of Economic Development and Tourism
and the Department of Local Government have given grants to
the non-profit——Seciety for—the Encouragement—of Northern—Tatlent
which is sponsoring the June folk concert here.

Speaking on behalf of both departments, Minister
of Economic Development and Tourism George Braden said it is
part of Local Government's mandate - through its recreation
division - to provide assistance to cultural groups, while
Mr. Braden's department is contributing to the society as a
means of encouraging the northern music industry.

Minister of Local Government James Wah-Shee is

out of town.

(more)



GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS FUND FOLK ON THE ROCKS - 2

“Folk on the Rocks is an ambitious project
which will bring together southern name performers and
traditional Northern artists," Mr. Braden said.

“The concert, held on the weekend of the longest
day, will be a great tourist draw," he said.

Contact: Judy Paul
Telephone: 873-7615

Telex: 034-45504



ENERGY MINISTER NAMED 80~-13¢C

YELLOWKNIFE (April 21) - George Braden has been
named energy minister for the Territorial government.

This decision was taken by the executive committee
in response to concerns expressed by the Legislative Assembly
over energy matters, particularly high energy costs.

Mr.—Braden is also minister of economic development
and tourism. His new responsibilities include co-ordination
of the development of an energy policy for the Northwest
Territories.

“This government faces a major challenge in the
development of a comprehensive energy policy. Fuel and power
must be available at a price that does not handicap northern
~governments, domestic users and the Territorial business
community," he said.

(more)



ENERGY MINISTER NAMED - 2

"The executive committee is intent on taking the
jnitiative in the development of an energy policy. To that
end I presented some proposals to the Legislative Assembly
at its last sitting, which will be discussed at the next
session. Approval of the proposals will guide the Executive
in developing our policy and dealing with related matters.

“The Tong term aim of the proposals is energy
self-sufficiency for the Northwest Territories. This can
only be achieved by control of resources through northern

~government institutions."

He said the executive recognizes that important
questions concerning land and resource ownership remain to
be resolved through aboriginal rights negotiations and future
constitutional development.

“As a result, we will want to ensure that imminent
federal decisions on non-renewable resource development, such
as the Norman Wells proposal, will not prejudice control in
the future, nor our goal of se]f—sufficien;y."

Mr. Braden said movement towards self-sufficiency
would assure that serious interruptions in the supply of
energy do not occur. An assured volume, at reasonable rates,
would allow the north's potential for economic growth to
mature.

Peter Hart, a policy officer with the executive
committee secretariat, has been assigned to the minister's

office for a one-year period.

(more)



ENERGY MINISTER NAMED - 3

As a special assistant, he will be co-ordinating
energy policy development and recommending a plan to achieve
energy self~sufficiency and other policy principles accepted
by the executive committee.

In addition, research will be undertaken to
determine how much the high cost of fuel depresses northern
economic activity and a detailed analysis will be done to
identify chief energy users in the north and the characteristics
of their consumption.

“The material will be required to .negotiate an
energy pricing system with the federal government that will
soften the impact in the north as Canada moves towards world,
or Chicago, prices - over the next number of years,"

Mr. Braden said.

Meanwhile, the minister said that alternate energy
sources in the N.W.T. must be identified and developed if they
prove feasible.

He said the government will undertake an examination
of alternate sources at the community and regional levels.

"An effective and unified approach must also be
taken to conservation programs. An energy conservation unit
has already been formed within the department of renewable
resources and is taking a lead role in this and other related
areas."

-~ 30 -

Contact: Department of Information
Telephone: 873-7146 Telex: 034-45504



FIRST ISSUE OF STATISTICS QUARTERLY PRINTED 80~129

YELLOWKNIFE (April 16) - The statistics quarterly
being distributed by the Territorial government's bureau of
statistics will assist government officials, businesses and
other organizations with information about the Northwest
Territories, says Ralph Joyce. '

f the bureau of statistics,

The Quarterly provides data in a variety of
areas: population, education, health, social services,
alcohol, crime, employment and income, prices, business
activity, energy, mining and transportation and
communications.

Over 900 copies have been distributed across the
north and to southern markets.

(more)



FIRST ISSUE OF STATISTICS QUARTERLY PRINTED -~ 2

Publication problems delayed the first edition
of the quarterly, which contains statistics avajlable as of
December, but the bureau hopes to be on schedule by the time
the June edition 13 published, said Joyce.

The bureau of statistics plans fo publish a
comprehensive population breakdown for the N.W.T. sometime
this month. As well, an annual publication will be distributed
next fall, providing a thorough statistical overview of the
Northwest Territories.

Contact: Judy Paul
Telephone: 873-7615
Telex: 034-45504



CORRECTION: 80-128

To Press Release 80~125 issued
April 10, 1980 entitled "Welfare
Benefits Hiked"

Page 2, paragraph beginning: "Zirth says social
welfare officers..." This paragraph should read:

Zirth says social welfare officers will approve
the special clothing allowance according to department
~guidelines and based on documented needs.

Page 3, paragraph-beginning:+—"The hike—in—food
allowances..." This paragraph should read:

The hike in food allowance benefits will mean
increases of between $9 for single applicants and up to

$75 per family.

Contact: Department of Information
Telephone: 873-7343
Telex: 034-45504

16 April 1980



CONSERVATION EFFORTS APPLAUDED 80-127P

YELLOWKNIFE (April 11) ~ Fort Smith region
wildlife officer Jim Bourque has been named Wildlife-officer-
of-the-year for 1979. '

Bourque received the award from Renewable Resources
Minister Richard Nerysoo at a presentation ceremony in
Yellowknife this week.

The award is sponsored by Shikar-Safari Club
International in the United States and annually recognizes
individuals who "contribute a special effort in their service
to the wildlife conservation effort".

A 17-year veteran of the Territorial government's
Wildlife Service, Bourque received the award in recognition
of his long-standing contribution to wildlife conservation in
the N.W.T,

(more)



CONSERVATION EFFORTS APPLAUDED - 2

"It's an honor to be recognized by such an
international organization," conservation education supervisor
Ron Williams said, "Jim's done his job very well."

"~ Bourque served with the federal wildlife service
in Wood Buffalo National Park before joining the Territorial
~government's then-Game Branch in 1962.

The award consists of a'plaque and scroll bearing
the insignia of the sportsmen's assocjation.

Last year the award went to Rene Mercredi, also
a wildlife officer with the Ft. Smith regional office.

-~ 30 -

Contact: Craig Yeo
Telephone: 873~7343
Telex: 034-45504



Conservation Efforts Applauded

Photo to accompany release #80-127P




Renewab]e Resources Minister Richard Nerysoo
(left) presents Jim Bourque, wildlife officer with the Ft.

Smith regional office, with the Wild1life 0ff1cer of the
Year Award.



PROHIBITION FILM TO BE SHOWN ON CBC 80-126

YELLOWKNIFE (April 11) - A film about how communities
in the Northwest Territories control alcohol will be shown on

CBC TV April 22.

The color film, Prohibition in the North, was
co-produced by the Territorial government's Department of
Inf . o 1k ] . 1.C . .

Corporation.

The CBC is showing the English version of the film
on April 22 at 5:30 p.m. in the Keewatin, 6:30 p.m. in the

Eastern Arctic and 11:00 p.m. Mountain time.

Pangnirtung, Fort Franklin, Igloolik and Pond Inlet
are the communities featured in the film, along with the
residents of these communities talking about how they feel

their alcohol controls are working.

(more)



PROHIBITION FILM TO BE SHOWN ON CBC - 2

The communities illustrate the types of local
alcohol regulation being used in the N.W.T. - prohibition,
rationing and a third form of regulation called local

controls.

Since 1975, 19 communities in the Territories
have voted to introduce controls on alcohol and two-thirds

of these have complete prohibition.

The half-hour film has been months in the making
and the CBC program on April 22 will be its first showing.

As well, Prohibition in the North will soon be
available for distribution through the Territorial government's
regional offices and the Department of Information and
Department of Social Services in Yellowknife. Communities,

groups and schools interested in borrowing the film should

1 -
c—one—o

Fh

T
,
)

~Aonda3c
cultcac

In addition, Prohibition in the North has been
translated into Inuktitut, Slavey, Dogrib and Loucheux, and
CBC plans to televise the film in several of the native
languages this fall. Dates of these showings will be

announced later.

In the meantime, the native-language versions of
the film also will soon be available for borrowing by
communities, groups and schools. Again, contact one of the

government agencies mentioned earlier.

(more)



PROHIBITION FILM TO BE SHOWN ON CBC - 3

The film also will be shown on Alberta's educational
television network. As well, several film distributors in
southern Canada have already displayed an interest in purchasing

it.

Prohibition in the North was directed by the

Department of Information's Peter Crass.

- 30 -

Contact: Barry Craig
Telephone: 873-=7251
Telex: 034-45504




WELFARE BENEFITS HIKED 80~125

YELLOWKNIFE (April 10) -~ All social welfare
recipients in the N.W.T. are receiving increases in food
allowances while those who need it will receive additional

clothing allowances,

The announcement was made this week by Social

Services Minister Arnold McCallum.

Both increases in benefits were effective April

Food allowances have been increased 10 per cent
for all reecipients. This across~the-board increase is '
intended to offset inflation.

Meanwhile, special or seasonal clothing allowances
of up to $200 per person per year are now being made available
under newly-approved assistance guidelines. This special
allowance will be made available at the discretion of social
welfare officers im addition to the $240 per year allowances

ordinarily available to each family member.

(more)



WELFARE BENEFITS HIKED ~ 2

"Raising these allowances was primarily a response
to concerns raised in the Legislative Assembly last session,”

MeCallum says.

"We thought the concerns were valid and brought

in these measures to meet the need.

The increase in food allowances is expected to
add almost $300,000 annually to the finmancial assistance
division's budget, which is currently reaching the $3 million

mark.

The special or seasonal clothing allowances are
expected to cost the division up to $500,000 annually. Basic
clothing allowances paid by the department now total $620,000

annually.

Financial assistance services co-ordinator Sandor
Zirth says the new special clothing allowance is an indication
of the department's commitment to increase support paid to

long-term social assistance recipients.

Zirth says social welfare officers will approve
the special clothing allowance according to department guidelines

without the need for recipients to apply for the assistance.

All or part of the up-to $200 provided annually
will be for such items as winter clothing or clothing needed
to equip recipients to supplement their food supply with
country food through hunting or fishing.

(more)



PUBLIC INPUT SOUGHT ON GAMBLING REGULATIONS 80-124

YELLOWKNIFE (April 10) - Community and charitable
organizations are being asked for their suggestions on the
licensing of lotteries and other games of chance prior to the

drafting of new governing regulations.

The new regulations will define what constitutes

a charitable purpose or organization and set operation, frequency

. AFRTAT-1A-OF T PTG | 1 J . e W |
the galilinty events—and thexrr Orgairrzecrs,. VITLY

charities can apply for licenses to operate games of chance and

the money they raise must be used for charitable purposes.

Until now, no clear set of guidelines governing

the licensing of gambling events has been in force.

Consumer Services division chief Bill Johns says
the new regulations will serve to eliminate the "grey areas"
now existing in the identification of charitable purposes and

causes.

(more)



PUBLIC INPUT SOUGHT ON GAMBLING REGULATIONS - 2

Submissions out-1lining problems involved in staging
bingos, lotteries and similar events and suggesting solutions
are being solicited from charitable, sport and community

organizations as well as band and community councils.

"Tt is hoped that we will have an all-encompassing
study and that organizations presently involved in lotteries will

make their concerns known," Johns says.
The provinces and territories are empowered under
the Criminal Code to grant licenses and set regulations governing

the operation of gambling.

The submissions will be taken into account in the
division's consultations with legal advisors before drafting the
new regulations. A review of similar regulations in force in the

provinces is now underway.

Since 1972, the division has granted licenses to any
non-profit organization applying. Current guidelines require the
organizer to submit statements of account showing expenses, profits,

and the total contribution to the cause being supported.

Licensing has been available for single events or
series events for terms of up to one year. Licenses granted now
expire June 30, 1980, at which time new regulations will hopefully

be completed and in place.

Written submissions will be accepted by the Consumer

Services division until May 16.

The Criminal Code allows for penalties of up to two
years imprisonment for operating a gambling operation without a

license.
- 30 -

Contact: Craig Yeo Telephone: 873-7343 Telex: 034-45504



TAX DISCOUNTERS CONTROLLED 80-123

YELLOWKNIFE (April 1) ~ The need for an early
tax rebate needn't force consumers to pay unduly high interest
charges on the total refund, the Consumer Services division

warns.

Federal legislation makes it illegal for tax

‘discounters to charge an interest rate exceeding 15 per cent

It is left to the consumer's discretion to decide whether
service charges are too high to warrant negotiating the

early return.

The early refund is not strictly a loan but a
purchase by the discounter of the right to claim your return.
Forms available at the Consumer Services office lay out the
conditions of the purchase contract and must be filed with

the department of national revenue with the tax return form.

(more)



TAX DISCOUNTERS CONTROLLED ~ 2

Consumers dealing with a tax discounter will
have their returns verified for accuracy by the discounter,
who then assumes the right to have the refund cheque made

out in his or her name in exchange for the early refund.
The Consumer Services division will investigate
complaints of unfair or illegal operations by tax discounters.

No formally incorporated tax discounters are operating in the

territories this year.

- 30 ~

Contact: Craig Yeo

Telephone: 873-7343
Telex: 034-45504



JOB AND CAREER SHOW APRIL 10, 11, 12 80-122

YELLOWKNIFE (March 31) -~ Yellowknife's job and
career show has been expanded from two to three days this year

because of growing interest in the annual event.

The show will run April 10 and 11 (9:00 a.m. -
4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.) and April 12 (10:00 a.m. -
4:00 p.m.) in the William McDonald Junior High School.

"Last year over 1000 people attended the show,"
said Jack Witty, Chief of the Employment and Training Division,

Department of Economic Development and Tourism.

"There were young people who had not yet entered
the work force as well as adults who were looking at possible

job or career changes," he said.

"The show is filling a definite need, and this
year we have more than 30 representatives from industry,
associations, educational institutions and government service
who will talk to the people about what they can offer," said
Mr. Witty.

(more)



JOB AND CAREER SHOW APRIL 10, 11 and 12 - 2

He added the majority of exhibitors were northern-
based, so the show continues to give northerners a chance to
look at the range and variety of Jjobs and training available
in the Territories.

Some new exhibitors include Bowspringer Kennels,

Parks Canada, Environment Canada and Pacific Western Airlines.

Many of the organizations and companies that sent
representatives last year will participate again in the 1980
show: Department of National Defense, Giant Mines, Cominco

and the Certified General Accountants Association.

Educational institutions will be well represented,
with people from the Southern Alberta and Northern Alberta
Institutes of Technology, the Fort Smith Adult Vocational

Training Centre, and the Keyano College in Fort McMurray,

Alberta.

Government agencies such as Canada Manpower, the
Territorial Department of Personnel and Northern Careers will

take part in the show.

In addition to the many exhibits, films and audio-

visual displays will be shown in a special viewing area.

A smaller, portable career show is available for
careers displays in other N.W.T. communities by contacting
Leigh Brintnell at 873-7369.

Centact; Judy Paul
Telephone: 873~7615
Telex: 034~45504



CARIBOU, BEAR COUNTS PLANNED 80~-121

YELLOWKNIFE (March 27) ~ Local hunters and trappers
associations are bkeing asked for input into this year's caribou,

polar bear and muskox surveys.

Population counts and behavioural studies that
allow the department of renewable resources to plan wildlife

management programs for the future will be going on in regions

£  arrIine

Complete population surveys of six caribou herds
are planned for this summer. As well, behavioural studies
that help the department to better understand why caribou
select certain areas for calving and water crossings will be

carried out.

Aerial population counts of the Bathurst, Beverly,
Kaminuriak, Lorillard, Prince of Wales/Somerset Island and
North Baffin herds will take place subject to the
recommendations of hunters and trappers associations and

local band councils.

(moxe)



CARIBOU, BEAR COUNTS PLANNED - 2

In some areas, surveys of muskox and wolf
populations will be carried on in addition to the caribou
surveys. Survey work to determine the sex and age of muskox
in the Queen Maud Gulf area is planned. Wolves feeding on the
Bathurst caribou herd will be tagged with ratio collars to track
their movements. And in the South Baffin, survey workers will
be tagging caribou to gain a better understanding of the move-
ments of the herd.

New work includes the pioneering of a way to count
caribou from aircraft flying at higher altitudes, thus decreasing

the possibility of disturbance to the caribou during calving.

Bruce Stephensen, the department's supervisor of
wildlife research, explains the new higher level photographic
counts of the Bathurst herd will be going on at the same time

as the usual count so that results and costs can be compared

to determine the best counting method.

"At 1,000 feet, you can't effectively count caribou
with the naked eye." Stephensen says of the need to fly over

herds low enough to get an accurate count.

Surveyors now make a series of passes over known
calving grounds to piece together a strip map of caribou
locations and areas of concentration. Counts taken along the
strips are then multiplied to provide a total population figure
throughout the estimated range of the calving ground.

Since the calving herds are mostly females and
yearlings, the figures are then combined with ground and aerial
counts taken in the fall to provide a figure that includes the

total male and female adult population.

(morxe)



CARIBOU, BEAR COUNTS PLANNED - 3

Surveying during calving is important to the
population count effort since scattering of the herds after
the fall mating makes winter counts inaccurate and unreliable.

Winter counts are no longer used.

The result of the counting effort gives a population
figure Stephensen says should be accurate to within one-fifth
of the size of the herd.

Population and movement studies of polar bear in
the Lancaster Sound area will be starting in May in the final
year of a threeryear study.

Working out of Pond Inlet, the survey team will be
capturing, ear-tagging and lip tatooing the bears to gather
information on the animals should oil and gas exploration in

the area go ahead. This information is also needed to set

polar bear harvest quotas in the area. Survey workers hope to
be able to retrieve collars fitted on bears last year that
broadcast radio messages to a satellite, showing the bear's

location and movement.

Increasing industrial activity in the Prince of
Wales and Somerset Islands area is one of the reasons surveyors
want to study caribou migration habits between the two islands,
as well as surveying the local muskox population. Populations

of the two animals have not been surveyed for five years.

- 30 ~

Contact: Craig Yeo
Telephone: 873-7343
Telex: 034-45504



ALCOHOL, DRUG PROGRAMS FUNDED 80~-120

YELLOWKNIFE (March 27) ~ Over $1 million for 15
community alcohol and drug related programs has been approved
by the Northwest Territories Alcohol and Drug Co~ordinating
Council.

The 22-member group also adopted a ministerial
recommendation to reduce the number of its full-membership

meetings in the interests of saving administrative expense.

The council, which advises the Legislative Assembly
on drug and alcohol programs and policy, had been meeting at

three-month intervals in various N.W.T. communities.

A steering committee of up to six persons will
now be selected from its ranks to confer between annual general
meetings to approve and administer new and existing programs.
While supporting the measure to save as much as $30,000 in
conference expenses annually, members expressed the hope the
full membership could still meet twice annually, rather than

the single meeting recommended.

(more)



ALCOHOL, DRUG PROGRAMS FUNDED - 2

Funding approved at its recent conference will
re-finance the operations of 13 existing drug and alcohol
programs at a total cost of $1,012,742. Some $114,047 of
this money comes from the National Native Alcohol Abuse
Program (NNAAP) of the federal department of Health and

Welfare.

Two new initiatives were also approved for

funding.

Some $50,000 was set aside for a regional drug
and alcohol conference in Snowdrift this summer. Dene community
leaders will meet for seven days in June to discuss local
alcohol problems and map policy and possible approaches to

dealing with the recommendations locally.

The second new approval allocates NNAAP-provided
funding of $8,500 for the setting up of a drug and alcohol

counselling and education service in Arctic Bay.

Two further proposals for the establishment of
drug and alcohol programs in Igloolik and Hall Beach were
deferred by the council until further information on the

proposals is provided.

Funding of an interim nature is already in place
for drug and alcohol programs in Rankin Inlet, Fort Smith and
Tuktoyaktuk. Approved last December, the $61,285 in interim
funding plus the most recent approvals all but exhausts the
council's total $1,151,795 budget for the 1980-81 fiscal year,
all but a small portion of which is provided through the

Territorial government's department of social services.
g p

(more)



ALCOHOL, DRUG PROGRAMS FUNDED - 3

Major recipients of grants are:

- the Kativik drop-in alcohol and drug information

centre in Frobisher Bay, $63,240

-~ Yellowknife detoxication, rehabilitation and

recovery program of the Northern Addiction Services, $339,348

- Information and recovery programs provided by
the Inuvik Alcohol Rehabilitation Program, $242,886

- the Baffin Region Information Centre for Alcohol

and Drug Committees, $71,620

- the Peel River Alcohol Centre in Fort McPherson,
$65,000

Past chairman Pete Fraser was re-elected to a
further two-year term by the council while Dr. Ross Wheeler
was appointed vice-chairman. Al Wilson of Health and Welfare

Canada will carry on as the department's NNAAP representative.

Fraser looks forward to more effective handling of

council business with the move to a steering committee.

"It'll be a matter of efficiency. You can do a

lot more in smaller groups." he said.

Contact: Craig Yeo
Telephone; 873~7343
Telex: 034-45504
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PLATE DEADLINE NEARS 80-119

YELLOWKNIFE (March 20) - Fines or interruptions
in driving privileges face drivers who fail to renew their
operators permits and plate registration in time for the
March 31 deadline.

o
But with the annual deadline little more than

a week away, vehicle owners and permit holders in major

-

=

“W.T. centres are showing little interest in avoiding

prosecution or inconvenience.

The renewals are available in 34 Government of
the N.W.T. area offices and eight contract offices throughout

the territories.

Fees for the new operators permits have risen té
$5 this year from $2 last year, while the cost of new passenger
vehicle registration varies between $5 and $25. Rates are
based on vehicle weight and the highway system the operator
has access to in the local area, with different rates for

different regional systems.

(more)



PLATE DEADLINE NEARS - 2

Deputy registrar of motor vehicles Angie
Maksymowich reports that while the renewal trade is brisk
in the smaller centres, residents in major centres are

leaving the chore to the last minute.

"They're dribbling through," Maksymowich says
of the number of renewals processed by the Yellowknife office

since new registrations went on sale Feb. 11.

Of the approximately 6,000 potential permit
renewals to be processed by the Yellowknife office, about
half remain to be filled.

The Yellowknife office will extend its hours to
8 p.m. on Monday, March 24 to accommodate the increased trade.

Maksymowich still predicts waits of as long as four hours

for persons leaving their renewals to the last minute.

She says part of the reason for poor response
this year is that renewal stickers, not license plates, are

being offered for sale.

"If we're selling plates, people come in for the
low numbers." she says, "We're only selling stickers so

people aren't interested."™

Drivers who fail to renew their operators permits
have a six month period of grace to renew before having to
undergo retesting. Holders of expired licenses lose their
driving privileges however and face fines for driving without

a valid permit.

(more)
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A total of 18,561 operators were licensed in
the N.W.T. last year while plate registration for vehicles
of all types totalled 18,923.
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Attention: This information replaces Release # 80-108, dated
March 13, 1980. Please ensure substitution of this release

for any rebroadcast or publishing.

ASSEMBLY REVIEWS PETROLEUM TAX HIKES 80-118

YELLOWKNIFE (March 20) - The N.W.T. Legislative

Assembly doesn't want petroleum taxes to rise to the level
recommended by the Territorial government's Financial

Management Board.

A report by its standing committee on finance,
tabled during the winter session here, states the Territories
is so "totally dependent on expensive transportation over
vast distances" that it couldn't accept any substantial

increases on fuels at this time.

(more)



ASSEMBLY REVIEWS PETROLEUM TAX HIKES - 2

Recommendations of the committee, approved by the
House, urge the administration to reduce its proposed petroleum

tax hikes to:

. 4 cents per litre from the proposed 5 cents

per litre for diesel truck fuel.

. 3.5 cents per litre from the proposed 4 cents

per litre for gasoline.

. 3.5 cents per litre from the proposed 4 cents

per litre for propane and butane used for motor vehicles.

The tax on diesel locomotive fuel for railway
use, on the other hand, will increase to a point higher than

the 1.9 cent hike recommended by the financial management board.

The—committee reporturged an increase of 4 cents
per litre to place diesel locomotive fuel "on a par with diesel
fuel used for highway transport purposes" and in doing so
"eliminate the unfair advantage of the railway over the trucking

industry."

MLAs also accepted a committee recommendation to
go along with the financial management board's proposed .7 cent
tax jump for aviation fuels.

No changes were suggested to tax rates on home

heating fuel.

(more)



ASSEMBLY REVIEWS PETROLEUM TAX HIKES - 3

Reduction of the financial management board's
proposed tax increases will result in a projected shortfall
of about $503,450 in additional revenues that were to be

generated by the administration's proposal.

To offset this loss in projected revenue, the
committee recommended a 4.1 per cent increase in the cost of

liquor.

It had no hesitation in pressing for the increase
because "liquor cannot by any stretch of the imagination be

classified as an essential item for survival in the North."
The House also adopted a committee recommendation
calling for the imposition of territorial income tax after the

application of any federal tax credit.

Calculation of the territorial income tax in this

way, committee figures show, will result in taxpayers receiving
the maximum benefit from tax credits since tax is calculated on

a lower net amount following the deduction of credits.

The recommendation is contrary to amendments
proposed by the administration to the Income Tax Ordinance that
would have provided for calculation of territorial income tax

before application of the federal tax credits.
Meanwhile, an amendment to the Tobacco Tax Ordinance

calls for an increase of 0.2 cents per cigarette or 5 cents per

package of 25. No increase on loose tobacco was proposed.

(more)



ASSEMBLY REVIEWS PETROLEUM TAX HIKES - 4

The committee's recommendations, accepted by the
administration, were dismissed during deliberation of proposed
amendments to the Petroleum Products Tax and Income Tax
ordinances.
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NOVEL PROGRAM PREPARES YOUNG PATIENTS 80~-117

YELLOWKNIFE (March 19) - A new education program
will attempt to take the sting out of a child's first experience

with hospital care.

The program, scheduled to start next month, was
developed by Laurie Kuss, pediatric head nurse at Stanton

Yellowknife Hospital.

"It's basically designed to let kids know what
to expect. In a lot of cases, they come into hospital in an
emergency situation. If they have no preparation, it can be

a frightening experience," Kuss says.
" "That's especially true when we get a child from

a small settlement who hasn't even been to a city before, let

alone a hospital."

(more)



NOVEL PROGRAM PREPARES YOUNG PATIENTS -~ 2

Teachers in community schools will be introducing
the program in April with the hope that a little foreknowledge
will arm elementary school children with a familiarity that

will prepare them for their first hospital visit.

The program tries to take the hospital to the
child -- at least in part -- through the preparation and

distribution of "travelling suitcases".

The kits have been stocked with a variety of
hospital equipment such as oxygen masks, syringes, thermometers
and stethescopes and teaching aids for grade school instructors
who will introduce children to hospital life through classroom

presentations.

Hand puppets are included. Working from a prepared

script, teachers will use the puppets to show pupils the
processes of hospital admission, care and even surgery, giving

them some idea of what to expect.

Films, cassette and slide presentations are also
included to provide more interesting and elaborate knowledge
of hospital care. The cassettes and slide shows have been
cross~culturally prepared, with voice tracks available in
Inuktitut, Dogrib and English. Puppets, slide characters
and figures, in a specially prepared coloring book, also aim

at providing a multi-cultural example.

(more)



NOVEL PROGRAM PREPARES YOUNG PATIENTS - 3

The suitcases are loaned to the community schools
for one month at a time before being returned to the hospital
and restocked with books and hospital items for redistribution.
Local schools must provide audio~-visual equipment for screening

of films, slides and the use of cassette recordings.

Funding for the program, prepared by volunteers,

was provided by various local community groups.

Communities with nursing stations or hospitals
are also advised by the kit instruction manual to take advantage
of local health care workers and facilities in introducing
the subject to the children.

The orientation idea was adapted to northern

culture and the problems posed by travel to health care

facilities from a similar successful program at the Isaac Walton

Killam Children's Hospital in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

‘Kuss looks forward to real benefits from the
awareness program: "It's a lot easier to deal with a co-

operative child. We can meet their needs better."

She hopes to be able to extend the program to
day care centres in the larger communities, though primary
school introduction to hospital care is her best hope for the

smaller centres.
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MUSEUM OFFERS PHOTOS, THEATRE 80-116

YELLOWKNIFE (March 19) - An award-winning photo
exhibition and a play high-lighting the lives of the people
of the Mackenzie Delta are among the special presentations
offered by the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre this

month end.

"Kicker", the latest production of the Edmonton-

based Theatre Network players, will be opening at the centre

auditorium March 29 for a three-day run.

Written by troupe members following a visit to
the region last summer, the play incorporates the lives and
experiences of local personalities in its portrayal of life
in the Delta.

The play is being presented under the sponsorship
of the Yellowknife City Band. Ticket prices have yet to be

announced.

On display until April 15 in the centre's mezzanine

~gallery is the touring photo exhibition "Megalithic Landscapes”.

(more)



MUSEUM OFFERS PHOTOS, THEATRE - 2

The work of British photographer Chris Jennings,
the display is a collection of views of standing stone circles

and monuments, some dating back as far as 4,000 years.

The collection was photographed in more than 300
sites in Britain over a period of three years and comes to
the Heritage Centre following successful tours of Europe and

southern Canada.

"In many cases they seem to act as a focal point
in the landscape, bringing together the sky, the horizon and

the land," artist Jennings says of his presentation.

Museum staff invite the public to take advantage
of special extended hours over the Easter weekend to view

- the photo display as well as the centre's regular exhibits.

The centre will remain open from noon to 5 p.m. April 4, 5
and 6.
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ENERGY AGREEMENT SIGNED 80-115

YELLOWKNIFE (March 26) - A four-year agreement
that will pump $3.3 million into projects designed to develop
and demonstrate renewable energy sources and conservation
techniques has been signed by the federal and territorial

governments.

The agreement has been announced by Marc Lalonde,
federal minister of energy, mines and resources and N.W.T.

renewable resources minister Richard Nerysoo.
The agreement provides for federal funding of

75 per cent of project costs to a total of $2.5 million with

the territories contributing the remaining $833 thousand.

(more)



ENERGY AGREEMENT SIGNED - 2

Nerysoo called the agreement a "great opportunity
for the N.W.T. to play a major role" in the development of

technologies geared to energy use in northern climates.

"If there are any projects that people have in
mind, this program should make some significant developments
possible. I think we have the opportunity at the moment to
develop some very good projects. We have the availability
of all the renewable resources possible. We should take

advantage of the opportunity."

Project proposals will be reviewed for approval
by a four-man panel consisting of two federal and two
territorial representatives. Proposals will also be cross-
referenced against a central computer registry to ensure no
duplication of projects by other agencies. The agreement will

be administered by the territorial government.

Cost effectiveness of proposals, their
contribution to national and territorial energy objectives,
technical merits of proposals and their potential for significant

future application will be considered in approving funding.

Examples of projects suitable for funding include
development of alternative sources of energy, such as wood, wind
and solar power, energy conservation awareness campaigns,
development of technologies to more efficiently utilize
existing non-renewable energy sources and development of more

energy conscious building designs.

(more)
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Information and guidelines on submitting
proposals is available from the department of renewable

resources.

Commissioner John Parker, a signator in the

agreement, has observed:

"Energy saving technologies developed for
conditions in the territories might find widespread application
in other regions of Canada. The territories will benefit from
reduced dependence on oil achieved by substitution of
alternate sources of energy from biomass, wind and sun. Both
the public and private sectors can be expected to share in
the energy savings and economic opportunities created as a

result of this program."

Western Arctic MP Dave Nickerson has pointed out —
A B SRS

the agreement "should lead to a great deal of innovation in
an area of extremely high energy cost where research and

development has a potential for paying great dividends."
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EQUIPMENT, ATTITUDES SAVING ENERGY 80-114

YELLOWKNIFE (March 18) - Low wattage lighting
has resulted in energy cost savings for the Territorial
government, according to Doug Squires of the department of

public works.

Statistics show savings of as high as 51 per

cent in electricity consumption over identical time periods
thanks to the installation of energy wise lighting systems

in government buildings.

But the right equipment, it seems, is only half
the secret.

(more)



EQUIPMENT, ATTITUDES SAVING ENERGY - 2

Installation of low wattage lights has been
accompanied by increased awareness among employees of the
real savings possible from taking the energy to save energy.
Light switches, says Squires, have been popular items since
the switch to the new bulbs.

Energy conscious lighting was introduced to
government offices, schools and other institutions between

July and November.

Public works building and works supervisor
Squires explains that in addition to installation of new model
fluorescent light bulbs which produce comparable or increased
light at lower energy levels, the lighting of individual areas

has been reassessed by public works staff.

-_— "Task lighting", as the procedure -is known, provides
just the right amount of light for the type of work being
carried on in different areas based on a current re-thinking of

interior lighting needs.

So, Squires says, areas like corridors where there
is little need for strong light have their fixtures fitted
with "dummy" bulbs which produce no light but maintain the
circuit. Other bulbs produce sufficient light for the task
at hand, from high intensity light in drafting or school

sewing rooms to lower light needs in filing and storage areas.
The combined effect of lower power-load bulbs and

the task lighting review has meant power use reductions

ranging from "negligible to truly remarkable amounts."

(more)



EQUIPMENT, ATTITUDES SAVING ENERGY - 3

In the government's Laing Building headquarters

power consumption has dropped between 26 to 51 per cent.

Installation of timers on parking plugs that
turn the power supply on and off at half hour intervals is
now beginning to show their benefit in the form of still

better power savings.

For the small businessman who might want to
take advantage of similar savings, Squires recommends an

experimental approach.

Although the initial cost of dummy and more
efficient bulbs is high, Squires says the new lower watt
bulbs pay for themselves in power costs saved in just over
a year at Yellowknife power rates. For the remaining three

to five year life of the bulb, the user is looking at clear

savings.

In Sir John Franklin High School in Yellowknife
alone, upwards of $6,000 has been saved since the switch-over

took place five months ago.

Power rates have changed and a sliding scale of
rates pegged to consumption make clear statements of savings
complicated and difficult. But Squires points to the lesson
of halved power rates as a clear incentive for further

economy measures.

"It's quite obvious we've made a considerable

saving for the government," he says.

- ) -
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BUDGET ALLOCATIONS APPROVED 80-113

YELLOWKNIFE (March 14) - Projected expenditures
totalling $338 million for the 1980-81 fiscal year received
Legislative Assembly approval Friday.

The total allocation, including work done by the

government on behalf of third parties, reflects a 9.27 per cent

increase over last year's main budgetary estimates.

Total operations and maintenance estimates of
$261.9 million, will account for the bulk of government spending,
reflecting an increase of 12.38 per cent over the previous

fiscal year.

Capital estimates of $54.6 million show a 2.88 per

cent increase.

(more)



BUDGET ALLOCATIONS APPROVED - 2

Various government revenues, the largest of which
is income tax, are expected to increase 8.16 per cent in the

coming year to total $40.6 million.

Capital and operating grants made by the government
are expected to increase 6.08 per cent this year to a total of
$215 million.

The estimates show an anticipated net decrease in
the number of territorial government employees, with 86.4 fewer
man years resulting in a 2.8 per cent decrease in total government
staff.

The Assembly also approved supplementary
appropriations to the 1979-80 budget totalling $13.5 million.

Consideration of the budget estimates made up the

bulk of MLAs' work during the five-week winter session.
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ORDINANCES, AMENDMENTS RECEIVE ASSENT 80-112

YELLOWKNIFE (March 14) - Approval was given to 17
ordinances on the final day of the Legislative Assembly's winter

session in this northern capital.

Key among the ordinances passed Friday were changes
in the Petroleum Products Tax Ordinance which will result in an

estimated loss of $503,450 in petroleum tax revenues. Tax

reductions on gasoline, diesel truck fuel and propane gas used

for transportation purposes were passed.

The loss in petroleum tax revenues is expected to
be off-set by a recommended 4.1 per cent increase in the cost of
liquor. A further amendment to the Tobacco Tax Ordinance will
raise the cost of a package of 25 cigarettes by 5 cents in

additional taxes.

(more)



ORDINANCES, AMENDMENTS RECEIVE ASSENT - 2

Amendments proposed to the Income Tax Ordinance
which would have ensured the levying of territorial income tax
before the application of any federal tax credit were turned
down by the House at the recommendation of its standing

committee on finance.

Instead amended legislation passed Friday allows
for the subtraction of tax credits before the application of
the territorial tax rate, a measure which decreases the amount
of territorial tax paid by lowering the net taxable income on

which taxes are calculated.

An amendment to the Labor Standards Ordinance
raises the minimum wage for workers 17 years of age and older
to $3.50 per hour from $3.00. The minimum wage for workers

under 17 was also raised to $2.95 per hour from $2.55.

An amendment—to the Employment-Agencies Ordinance—

will soon make it legal for licensed employment agencies to

operate in the territories.

Forbidden since the passage of the original
ordinance in 1947, the amendment allowing for licensing of
agencies came about as a result of requests from the Inuit

Development Corporation.

Legislation committee chairman Dennis Patterson
(MLA Frobisher Bay) explained the amendment will allow "for the
Inuit Development Corporation to enter into agreements with
Cominco for the setting up of an agreement to provide employees

for a fee."

(more)



ORDINANCES, AMENDMENTS RECEIVE ASSENT - 3

Other amendments to existing ordinances passed

include:

- provision for hospital boards of management to
advise the Commissioner in formulating regulations governing

the operation of the boards of management

v - an amendment to the Pharmacy Ordinance making it
illegal for herbalists to operate in the territories without a

license

- an amendment to the Defamation Ordinance to
protect the rights of publishers and broadcasters to fair

comment on matters of public interest

- an amendment to the Creditors Relief Ordinance

; : A
extending the life of a sheriff's w

= pA

outstanding debts from one to 10 years.

Commissioner's assent was received on all amendments

submitted for his approval.
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APPOINTMENTS APPROVED BY COUNCIL 80-111

YELLOWKNIFE (March 14) - Appointments to vacancies
on the N.W.T. Water Board, Housing Corporation and Heritage
Council received Legislative Assembly approval and Commissioner's

assent Friday.

Lou Menez of Fort Resolution and D.J. (Don) Gamble
of Ottawa were appointed to the N.W.T. Water Board to fill two

existing vacancies.

Ib Kristensen of Fort Smith was re-appointed to the
board of directors of the N.W.T. Housing Corporation, while Chief
James Antoine of Fort Simpson, Simonie Amarualik of Resolute Bay,
MLA Nellie Cournoyea (Western Arctic) and MLA William Noah

(Keewatin North) were named to the board for the first time.

MLA George Braden (Yellowknife North) was appointed

as the Assembly representative on the N.W.T. Heritage Council.

All appointments received Commissioner's approval

before pro-rogation of the winter session.
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EXPANDED RADIO~-TV SERVICE URGED 80~-110

YELLOWKNIFE (March 13) ~ Expansion of the northern
communications program designed to provide satellite-fed
radio and television services has been urged by the N.W.T.

Legislative Assembly.

Nellie Cournoyea (MLA Western Arctic) said

increasing the number of communities to be serviced under

the program would mean increased public awareness.

Her motion, requesting the population criteria
for the existing program be lowered to 150, was supported by

a majority of members.

The northern communications program is currently
designed to provide satellite feeds of CBC's northern regional

radio network and its northern television service.

The program was established by the Territorial
~government's department of information two years ago and has
provided services to six of the 18 communities that fit the

existing population criteria of 250 to 500.

(more)



EXPANDED RADIO-TV SERVICE URGED -~ 2

Locations with populations over 500 are serviced

directly by the CBC under its accelerated coverage plan.

"I think the people in the smaller communities
have a right to be just as involved as those in the larger

communities," Cournoyea said.
Dennis Patterson (MLA Frobisher Bay) was not
successful in an attempt to amend the member's motion to

allow for extension of radio services only.

"Television is more harm than good ... we don't

need it," he said.

Mr. Patterson said that if the need is to keep

northern residents better informed, members should be aware

the CBC northern television service provides almost no news

coverage of territorial matters.

"Radio, on the other hand, provides not only news
coverage, but it provides it in the native languages as well,"
he stated.

Mark Evaluarjuk (MLA Foxe Basin) said the Assembly
should not deny television to those communities that really

want it.

It is up to locally elected councils in the
eligible communities to decide whether they wish to have the
facilities, which provide for local access to both the radio

and television transmitters for community programming purposes.

(more)
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Cournoyea's motion would add the communities of
Sachs Harbour, Paulatuk, Wrigley, Whale Cove and Rae Lakes
to the list of eligible locations.

Still to be serviced under the department of
information's existing program are the communities of Holman
Island, Snowdrift, Hall Beach, Sanikiluaqg, Broughton Island,

Clyde River, Lake Harbour, Lac La Martre and Repulse Bay.

It hopes to have those communities serviced by
the 1981~-82 fiscal year.

Meanwhile, Bruce McLaughlin (MLA Pine Point) won
approval of a motion calling for local approval of Canadian

Radio and Television Commission licenses.

"Our interest is to make sure that when television
is going to be broadcast in a community that the people should
have the right to decide whether they want it and to decide

what kind of television it's going to be."
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GRANTS, BURSARIES TO BE STUDIED 80-109

YELLOWKNIFE (March 13) - Lengthy procedural
wrangling and emotional debate in the N.W.T. Legislative
Assembly surrounded an attempt this week to peg the granting
of student bursaries and grants to the recipients' ability

to pay educational costs themselves.

Three hours of debate spread over two days

resulted in a motion to "review the student grants and

bursaries program for vocational and higher education" and

report findings to the House during the summer session.

MLA Dennis Patterson (Frobisher Bay) presented
the original motion, directing the department of education to
change the policy so that grants are given on the basis of

financial need.

(more)



GRANTS , BURSARIES TO BE STUDIED - 2

Calling the present system of awarding grants
without the application of a means test for recipients a
"free ride", Patterson asked, "...should territorial residents
have an automatic right to grants and bursaries regardless of

their ability to pay?"

Grants to students for education in post-secondary
institutions in southern Canada totalled $828,806 in 1978-79.
Grants cover the cost of tuition, travel to and from the
educational institution for the school term and at Christmas,
a book allowance and a weekly living allowance. No reference

to parental income is made in the granting of applications.

Various councillors took exception to the "blanket"
motion, first referring it to committee of the whole for
consideration and then moving deferral of the motion to the

as-yet vacant education committee for study.

MLA Don Stewart (Hay River) led the drive for
deferral of the motion, arguing "I can't agree with the premise
that by cutting back on this program you're going to free any

more money for other programs."

Stewart stated the promise of educational
assistance to the children of territorial residents is "part
of the compensation for people who are willing to live in the

Northwest Territories."

The program makes up for the absence of some
cultural and educational facilities and the implications of
restricting the availability of the assistance would have to

be fully considered before any changes are made, he said.

(more)



GRANTS, BURSARIES TO BE STUDIED - 3

MLA Bob MacQuarrie cautioned councillors on the
danger of "throwing the baby out with the bath water", saying
supporters of the motion "did not think very deeply about this

motion and there may be other implications..."

MacQuarrie said the department of Indian and
Northern Affairs' refusal on 10 occasions to impose means tests
on status Indians applying for educational bursaries was one
indication of the complexities which must be considered in any

change to the existing policy.

Patterson countered that the motion of deferral
was "obstructive and unnecessary", and stated that arrangements
between the federal government and Inuit and Indians in the

Northwest Territories had no bearing on the motion.

"Tf it's because this is a fringe benefit...then

Territories."

MacQuarrie continued to argue "ability to pay is
not the only concern. It may be there are parents who do not

recognize the value of education and so refuse to pay."

MacQuarrie also suggested withdrawal of some
assistance would result in an "immediate demand" for higher

educational facilities in the territories.

MLA Bruce McLaughlin supported the economy of
the present grant system, saying, "it's probably costing a lot
less per student to send them out than it would to provide

these services here."

(more)



GRANTS, BURSARIES TO BE STUDIED - 4

McLaughlin also said the cost of administering
a means test and its enforcement would eat up funds intended

to be freed for other educational programs.

"T don't believe in having a lot of people
going around, sneaking around...to see who deserves a grant,"

he said.

MLA George Braden (Yellowknife North) condemned

councillors' elaborations of the motion.

"They're really scraping the bottom of the barrel,
as far as I'm concerned, with visions of parents screaming for

universities," he said.

"We're not going to make changes without a

thorough examination and if there's some fat that can be cut,

okay. Let's give the administration a little credit."

Clear direction for the administration was then
called for by MacQuarrie in putting forward the adopted

amendment calling for a review of the policy.
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PETROLEUM TAXES DOWN, LIQUOR UP 80~-108

YELLOWKNIFE (March 13) - A 4.1 per cent increase
in the cost of liquor to offset projected $503,450 petroleum

tax cuts has been recommended by the Legislative Assembly.

The recommendations, contained in the third
report of the Assembly's standing committee on finance, were
adopted by the House Thursday in its consideration of
""""‘*""amendments—tU*bUth‘the*petrcieum*products*tax*and‘Income‘taX“““““*

ordinances.

As Well, the Assembly adopted a committee
- recommendation calling for the levying of territorial income
tax against taxable income after the application of any federal
tax credit. Computation of the territorial tax in this way,
committee figures show, will result in taxpayers' receiving
the maximum benefit from tax credits since tax is calculated
on a lower net amount following the deduction of the tax

credit.

The adopted recommendation contradicts amendments
proposed to the Income Tax Ordinance that would have provided
for calculation of territorial income tax before the application

of federal tax credits.

(more)



PETROLEUM TAXES DOWN, LIQUOR UP - 2

An amendment to the Tobacco Tax Ordinance
adopted for third reading by Council is a proposed increase
of 0.2 cents per cigargtte or 5 cents per package of 25
cigarettes. The tax per cigarette is to rise to 1.2 cents
from one cent while no increase in the tax on loose tobacco

is proposed.

Various reductions in the taxes levied against
petroleum products were recommended because "the cost of
fuel in the North is already too high and will continue to

rise..."

the committee report said.

"The Northwest Territories is so totally dependent
on expensive transportation over vast distances that we cannot
accept any substantial increase in taxation on fuels." the

report says.

The adopted recommendations urge that taxes be

reduced to:

. 4 cents per litre from 5 cents for diesel truck

fuel for an anticipated revenue loss of $350,253

. 3.5 cents per litre from 4 cents for gasoline

for an anticipated revenue loss of $185,088
. 3.5 cents per litre from 4 cents for propane

and butane used for motor vehicles (no figures were available

estimating the loss of revenue)

(more)



PETROLEUM TAXES DOWN, LIQUOR UP - 3

The tax on diesel locomotive fuel for railway
use is recommended to increase to 4 cents per litre from
1.9 cents for an anticipated revenue increase of $31,891.
No changes are recommended in the taxes on aviation fuel and
home heating fuel, now taxed at a rate of 0.7 cents per litre

each.

While the committee report notes a suggestion to
lift all taxation on non-motive or heating fuels were
entertained, the»anticipated loss of $1,534,000 in revenue

made the adoption of the proposal impossible.

The committee recommended the lost revenue be
made up by increased liquor taxation since "liquor cannot by
any stretch of the imagination be classified as an essential

item for survival in the North."

The increased taxation on diesel locomotive fuel
was recommended to "put it on par with diesel fuel for road
use. This will eliminate the unfair advantage of the railway

over the trucking industry." the report said.
The committee also noted "the N.W.T. had fallen
behind the provinces in the rate of tax levied on fuel used

for motive purposes..."

"Simply following the provincial example should
never be used as justification for anything we do. The only
criterion must be: What is best for the people of the

Northwest Territories?" the report says.

(more)



PETROLEUM TAXES DOWN, LIQUOR UP ~ 4

The Financial Management Board had also urged

increases in the taxes imposed on petroleum products.

The committee recommended the computation of
territorial tax after the application of federal tax credits
since "the amendment as proposed is not in the best interests

of Territorial taxpayers."

"While tax increases may not be large, it is felt
that there are already too many disincentives to the working

person in the North."

The report points out "that Alberta is the only

province which levies lower taxes than the N.W.T."

The changes in the various petroleum taxes were

recommended following consultation with the executive committee
and the secretary of the Financial Management Board, Eric

Nielsen.

Commenting on the proposed decreases, Commissioner
John Parker said, "We, as a financial management body, have
some regrets in not seeing the taxation levels raised to the
extent we had proposed, especially since we are going into a

deficit year."
Regardless, Parker said the decision was made to

~go along with the recommendations of the standing committee on

finance.

(more)
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Also passed during the day's debate were
supplementary appropriations to the 1979~-80 budget totalling
$7,382,400 in operation and maintenance and $6,134,300 in

capital.

= 30 =
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YK REFERRAL CENTRE OPPOSED 80~107

YELLOWKNIFE (March 12) ~ The need to support
smaller regional health facilities before increasing
sophistication of central referral centres was hotly debated

by Territorial MLAs Wednesday.

MLAs voiced the consensus in defeating a motion
forwarded by MLA Bob MacQuarrie (Yellowknife Centre) for the

setting up of a committee to obtain input on planning for the

proposed referral centre in Yellowknife.

In opposing the motion, councillors argued that
health facilities in the communities must be given priority
for funding before any attempts are made to provide increased

levels of service at central facilities.

"I'm against any motions that implies the building
of another monument in Yellowknife," MLA Bruce McLaughlin
(Pine Point) said, "when communities like mine don't even have

cottage hospitals."

MLA Nellie Cournoyea explained her opposition is

not based on "trying to make things hard for Yellowknife."

(more)



YK REFERRAL CENTRE OPPOSED - 2

"We want things close to home. We want to be
involved. Don't build big things right now. We need things

in our region."

Councillors argued that increased promotion of
regional hospitals would provide a hospital environment less
alien to native patients, make the supply of "country food"
more easily obtainable and overcome what they saw as a

tendency to ignore basic local health needs.

- Yellowknife MLAs argued the expansion of specialized
facilities at the Stanton Yellowknife Hospital would lessen the
need to send residents to southern centres for care or for

training in the case of health care workers.

"If we don't start working on having those
facilities," MLA Lynda Sorensen (Yellowknife South) said, "then

we'll have to continue to send those people south to be trained."

\ "The decision on whether we go with this hospital
or not should be based on facts, not on feelings for or against

. Yellowknife," she said.

MLA Bob MacQuarrie (Yellowknife Centre) said "members

have not diligently looked into the facts" in opposing the hospital.

A further motion put forward by Cournoyea calls for
renovation and expansion of the current Stanton Yellowknife
Hospital "but that planning for the proposed referral centre be
. deferred until priorities are developed for primary, secondary

and tertiary care facilities in the regions of the N.W.T.".
Debate on Cournoyea's motion continues.

-~ 30 ~
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ENERGY POLICY, MINISTER RECOMMENDED 80-106

YELLOWKNIFE (March 12) - Finance committee
recommendations urging appointment of an energy minister
and the staged development of an N.W.T. energy policy

received Legislative Assembly approval Wednesday.

—_— fhe—recommendations—were—cornrteined—in—a—report—
of the standing committee on finance that was tabled in the
House by committee chairman Lynda Sorensen (Yellowknife South)

and adopted for executive committee consideration.

The report makes nine recommendations in response
to what it calls the "desperate need for this government to
develop an action plan" to come to grips with "budgetary

difficulties" resulting from "massive increases in energy costs"

(more)
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Policy evolution, the report says, must be
staged because of lack of government ownership of energy

resources and authority in their management.

"However, while resource management and ownership
is fundamental to a comprehensive energy policy there is no
reason why we cannot begin developing a policy in stages." the

report states.

Among the most important "fundamental elements" to
be addressed by the policy are "conservation, supply, pricing

and alternate sources."

Further recommendations contained in the report

include:

development of a policy "specific to our needs."

- consultation with "community councils, consumer groups,

business, and industry" to review the N.C.P.C. Act.

- completion of an "energy inventory" by the N.W.T. Science

Advisory Board

- addressing of "fundamental questions" regarding dependence
on imported versus territorial energy sources and the
consequences of continued dependence on imported energy

supplies.

The report attempts to point the way for "this
government to take a strong position on energy and to exert
political pressure on the federal government" while providing
direction to administrative attempts to deal with rising

energy costs.

(more)



ENERGY POLICY, MINISTER RECOMMENDED - 3

The report also identifies 10 formal actors whose
roles in energy administration and use must be rationalized
under the terms of the new policy. Key among these groups are
territorial government departments and divisions, the department
of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, N.C.P.C. and the

N.W.T. Housing Corporation.

Little discussion resulted from the tabling of
the report, begun by the standing committee on finance in

November.

- 40 w-
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LEGAL SERVICES FUNDING URGED 80~105

YELLOWKNIFE (March 12) - Recommendations urging
increased or initial funding for three legal service agencies

received Legislative Assembly approval Wednesday.

The motions call for increases in funding to the
existing Maliiganik Tuksiiniakvik Legal Centre in Frobisher

Bay and the N.W.T. Native Courtworkers Association and

allocation of funds this year for the proposed Western Arctic

Legal Centre in Tuktoyaktuk.

Frobisher Bay MLA Dennis Patterson's motion calling
for increased funding for the Maliiganik Tuksiiniakvik Legal
Centre also recommended "that grant policy for legal services
centres and native courtworkers be reviewed in consultation

with those groups".

Additional funding of $15,980 for the N.W.T. Native
Courtworkers Association was moved by MLA Lynda Sorensen
(Yellowknife South).

(more)



LEGAL SERVICES FUNDING URGED - 2

Courtworkers director Gail Cyr told council the
additional funding is needed to overcome increased costs for
office space, salaries and air travel between the organization's

. Yellowknife headquarters and community offices.

Arguing her motion for funding this year of the
proposed Tuktoyaktuk legal centre, MLA Nellie Cournoyea
(Western Arctic) told councillors "the proposal for the
Western Arctic Legal Centre has been in the federal and

territorial government works since 1976."
Cournoyea said her constituents "bowed" to the
need for a legal centre in Frobisher Bay at that time but that

"I would like to see it considered this year."

"The situation in the Western Arctic is that we

don't have a lawyer in the area and we don't have a person to

develop an awareness of the law."

Pointing to the "high degree of success" of the
legal services group in Frobisher Bay, Cournoyea said, "...we
too have to try to develop some kind of approach for people

who have problems with the law."

The legal service agencies provide clients with
information on their legal rights, speak to sentence in courts,
take legal aid applications and provide assistance and general

information to persons unfamiliar with the legal system.

Contact: Department of Information
Telephone: 87307442
Telex: 034-45504



BROUGHTON ISLAND RCMP DETACHMENT URGED 80~-104

YELLOWKNIFE (March 11) - A motion calling for the
establishment of an RCMP detachment in Broughton Island received

Legislative Assembly approval Tuesday.

MLA James Arreak (Baffin Central) forwarded the
motion in response to what one MLA termed Broughton Island's

"urgent request" for the establishment of a police detachment

in the community.

The Baffin Regional Council and the local council
in Broughton Island have both expressed support for the location
of a detachment, members were told.

RCMP Chief Supt. A. H. Buttler, appearing as a
witness during committee discussions, told the Assembly the
cost of setting up a permanent detachment to deal with the
minimal criminal activity in the community had resulted in

RCMP reluctance to provide resident police service.

(more)



BROUGHTON ISLAND RCMP DETACHMENT URGED - 2

A total of 41 complaints were dealt with in the
community by constables patrolling on a rotational basis out
of the permanent Pangnirtung detachment, Buttler said. An
- extra member is assigned to the Pangnirtung detachment to
provide rotational patrol service to Broughton Island and other

communities without detachments.

"My views concerning the policing of Broughton
Island have not changed over the last year." Buttler said,
while allowing the matter is still open to discussion "should
the Commissioner of the Northwest Territories feel strongly

that a detachment should be opened there..."

Buttler responded to a variety of questions
regarding RCMP activities carried out under the Police Service

Agreement, the federal-territorial accord providing police

service by the force in the territories.

Budget estimates for this year indicate police

service will cost the N.W.T. some $7.5 million.

Councillors expressed particular concern for the
RCMP's role in providing non-police services such as by-law
enforcement, with mixed views on the principle of continuing

to provide the services expressed.

Buttler told Council the force will continue to
provide non-police services now being carried out, though the
services come in for annual identification and review during
the annual federal-territorial discussion on terms of the

agreement.
- 30 ~
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NEWS

DENE NATION ADDRESSES COUNCIL 80-103

YELLOWKNIFE (March 11) - The N.W.T. legislative
assembly gave unanimous support Tuesday to a recommendation
calling on the federal government to finance and then enter
into negotiations with the Dene Nation for a settlement of

outstanding aboriginal rights.

Council adopted the motion following a one-hour
position statement from Bob Overvold, Dene Nation director of

aboriginal rights.

The motion urges the minister of Indian Affairs
and Northern Development to "reinstate loans to the Dene Nation”
to finance "preparation of their formal negotiating position

respecting (the) aboriginal rights".
As well, it calls on the minister to "make. a
commitment to begin formal negotiations with the Dene Nation

after a start-up period of approximately six months after

funding is provided".
(more)
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DENE NATION ADDRESSES COUNCIL - 2

In addressing members, Overvold pointed to a
"new and positive relationship emerging between the Assembly

and the Dene Nation".

Overvold declared a new "era" in which the Dene
Nation was open to discuss with niembers various proposals to
determine the most effective and mutually satisfactory form

a new political order in the N.W.T. should take.

In outlining the Dene position on self-determination,
Overvold took the opportunity to declare that "while we have
not issued a formal position on the Nunavut proposal, we do
support the I.T.C.'s desire for...a single form of government

on Inuit land."

"...we seek a single form of government on Dene

land," Overvold said.

"We, like I.T.C., are proposing that the existing

N.W.T. be divided into two separate jurisdictions."

Overvold also voiced categorical condemnation of
~the recent report of C.M. (Bud) Drury on Constitutional
Development for the N.W.T.

"I urge you," Overvold said, "...to dismiss this

report... It in no way encompasses the present realities of

our people and our relationship with you."

(more)



DENE NATION ADDRESSES COUNCIL - 3

Labelling Drury's report as "out of date" and
lacking "any innovative or iméginative suggestions", Overvold
called for "imaginative and bold new ideas" in such areas as
redistribution of resource revenues from federal government

control to finance political self-determination in the N.W.T.

Overvold also charged that Drury's report was
"less than honest" since he said it dismisses "Nunavut and
the Dene Nation proposal as racist when Mr. Drury did not have
the input from the two organizations who together represent

two-thirds of the N.W.T. population".

Overvold reaffirmed the Dene Nation perception
of nationhood, pointing to the "right to self determination"
and the legal recognition of the representative authority of

band councils as reasons why aboriginal rights negotiations

should be carried on between the federal government and the

Dene.

"We agree, however," Overvold allowed, "that.this
does not mean the Assembly has no interest in the negotiation

~of political rights with the Dene."

Overvold also told members that if the Metis
Association cannot be persuaded to join in presenting one
position to the federal government the Dene Nation would
proceed unilaterally to negotiate for all Dene as quickly as

it can get Ottawa to start the negotiations.

(more)



DENE NATION ADDRESSES COUNCIL - 4

"We believe we must get them started by summer
at the latest," Overvold said in launching his concluding
appeal for assembly support aimed at stirring the federal

government to action.

Various members stated their support for the

Dene Nation initiative to open negotiations.

Unity Committee chairman Bob MacQuarrie
(Yellowknife Centre) called the presentation clear and
forthright.

"His report shows that there are many hard
issues that have to be resolved in the months ahead and a
desire to address these most difficult problems, to meet them

head on..." MacQuarrie said.

MLA Nellie Cournoyea (Western Arctic) said the
Dene Nation should be applauded for the kind of involvement

they have at the community level.

"It's not easy when you don't have something to
hand out to the community" as territorial councillors can in

their campaigns for community support, Cournoyea said.

"I would say that...it is very easy to be a
territorial councillor," she explained, adding later that, "I
hope that in our efforts to work with the Native groups...that
‘none of us get lost...in this special jurisdictional power

that's called the Northwest Territories government."

(moxe)



DENE NATION ADDRESSES COUNCIL - 5

MLA Tom Butters (Inuvik), while agreeing with
Overvold's observation that "differences" still exist between-
MLAs and the Dene Nation's basic philosophies, expressed the
hope that the new spirit of dialogue could lead to resolution
of these differences.
\
"What is wrong is when those differences of

opinion don't get stated." Butters said.

MLA George Braden also expressed his appreciation

for Overvold's presentation.

"I think there is a lot of potential in the future
and I'm pleased a member of the Dene Nation would appear in

this House to discuss those views." Braden said.

Referring to a recent motion recommending the

replacement of the Commissioner as chairman of the executive

committee by an elected member, Braden asked for the Dene
Nation's view on "change of that magnitude within the existing

structure of the N.W.T. government."

Overvold replied that personally he thought it

didn't represent a significant change.
He compared the move to "changing the driver of
a car."
- 30 =
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J-P's ROLE EXPANDED, IMPROVED 80-102

YELLOWKNIFE (March 11) - Motions to expand and improve
the contribution of justices of the peace in the N.W.T. received

Legislative Assembly approval Tuesday.

Members recommended that justices of the peace be
trained to hear summary conviction trials and that they receive

an increasing amount of training opportunities.

A third motion calls for the appointment of more
native people as justices of the peace and further encourages
them to "sit together in groups of two or more" in hearing

cases.

MLA Dennis Patterson (Frobisher Bay) presented the
three motions he said would improve the ability of the "backbone
of our legal system" to deal with prosecution on a more "human"

level.

Appointment of native justices, Patterson said,
recognizes the importance "especially at the summary conviction
level" of being "judged by people who speak their language and

have their respect".

(more)



J-P's ROLE EXPANDED, IMPROVED - 2

Of 99 justices of the peace now under appointment in
the terxrritories, 46 are natives, Justice and Public Services

Minister Tom Butters (Inuvik) told council.

Patterson pointed to the cost of providing circuit
court service by Yellowknife-based territorial court justices
as one reason for training Jjustices in hearing summary conviction

trials.

Patterson said that in Frobisher Bay, 80 per cent of
cases heard are on summary conviction and that great savings
could result from having trained justices on hand in the

community to deal with this portion of the case load.

- RO o=
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1980 EXPLORERS' GUIDE RELEASED 80-101

YELLOWKNIFE (March 10) - What is the highest
waterfall, the average temperature in July, or the only boat
rental firm in Tuktoyaktuk?

Travellers who want to know almost everything about
the Northwest Territories can answer their questions with
the 1980 Explorers' Guide just released by TravelArctic, the

N.W.T. government's tourism section

The annual publication is into its 10th year of
production. It has expanded to 80 pages from 32 at the beginning

of the seventies.

"Facilities have grown a great deal over the decade,"
says Brian Thompsen, travel marketing officer for TravelArctic.
"For instance the number of hotels has risen from 23 to 49.

Airlines have grown from 14 to 36."

(more)
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Some exciting new holidays are being offered in the
Territories this year, he adds. Qaivvik Ltd. is running a
six-day spring experience spent with an Inuit family on the
sea ice off Baffin Island. Igloos and dog sled rides are part
of this scenic, cultural experience. For the less adventurous
(and less well-heeled) there are a growing number of bus tours
from Alberta up the Mackenzie Highway. Bus tours from the
Yukon up the Dempster Highway to Inuvik will be the first

to cross the Arctic Circle.

The booklet lists tourist operators and also outlines
background information to help travellers enjoy their stay.
Historical, angling, hunting, crafts and parks information is
included as well as a northern crossword puzzle to help pass

the time at airports and ferry crossings.
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NORTHERN PREFERENCE TO IMPROVE

YELLOWKNIFE (March 10) - Improving the preference
shown to N.W.T. firms bidding on government public works and

housing projects is the aim of an Assembly motion passed Monday.

Moved by MLA Tagak Curley (Keewatin South), the
motion resolves to investigate lowering performance and bid

bonding requirements to put bidding on contracts within reach

of smaller northern business concerns.

As well, the motion attempts to more clearly
identify a "northern" business, making residency or incorporation

in the territories a prerequisite for preferential consideration.

Economic Development and Tourism Minister George
Braden (Yellowknife North) told the Assembly his ministry is
also drafting a policy to increase granting of government

~goods and services purchase contracts to northern outlets.
Braden said upwards of $61 million in public works
and government supply department contracts could be made more

fully accessible to northern businesses by the new policy.

(more)
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A re-evaluation of the Small Business Loan Fund
policy is also underway with a view to making financing to
fulfill bid and performance bonds more readily available to

the businesses, he said.

"I believe we all have to recognize that the
Territorial government's ability to stimulate the northern

business community ... is quite substantial."

A preferential tendering policy, recommended by
the executive committee in June of 1976, is now in place.
Councillors' criticism of the lack of force in the existing

policy was a reason for the tightening up of the policy.

"I suggest that the present policy is neglecting

the resources of the contractors existing in the territories.'

MLA Dennis Patterson (Frobisher Bay) told the Assembly.

Patterson also outlined two possible further
benefits of granting contracts locally: improved recourse
in cases of unsatisfactory work and increased location and

incorporation of contractors in the territories.

"I would point out," Patterson said, "it may well
have the effect of encouraging more southern contractors to
move north and incorporate in the north" to qualify under the

proposed territorial incorporation requirement.

MLA Tom Butters (Inuvik) went one step further in
proposing the government look to the possibility of setting
itself up as the general contractor in the case of large

construction projects.

(more)
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The government, he said, could then sub-contract

portions of projects to northern businesses.

-~ 30 -
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LOCALS TO DELIVER GOODS 80~099

YELLOWKNIFE (March 10) - Members of the N.W.T.
Legislature moved Monday to establish a beachhead for the
handling of sea-lift goods from dock to door by local transport

companies.

The motion, presented by MLA Tagak Curley (Keewatin

South) , recommends the territorial government look for ways

to"redefine and rearrange the terms of its agreement with
NTCL (Northern Transportation Company Limited) that would
allow local businessmen to deliver supplies from dock or

beach to destination."

Curley said the present NTCL monopoly on the
unloading and delivery of goods has "taken employment away from
the people who used to be hired for unloading" and that the

time has come for local businesses to take over delivery service.
"Initially, the capacity didn't exist," Commissioner
John Parker said of the reason for NTCL dominance in local

delivery, adding, that the capacity has since been developed.

(more)



LOCAL TO DELIVER GOODS - 2

Parker explained that five years ago, when goods
were in some cases literally "dumped on the beach", that the

setting up of a NTCL delivery service was necessary.
Negotiations will begin with NTCL for a handing
over of the responsibility for local delivery, Parker said.

~ 30 -~
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INCREASED NATIVE EMPLOYMENT WANTED 80-098

YELLOWKNIFE (March 10) - Motions intended to
beef up the authority and capability of the Office of Native
Employment to improve native participation in the public

service received Legislative Assembly approval Monday.

The motions recommended the office be made

responsible to the executive committee rather than the

department of personnel and that the executive "greatly" expand
the office.

Two persons are now employed in the office
monitoring the level of native employment in the public service
and advising the department of personnel on ways to increase

native employment.

MLA Nick Sibbeston (Mackenzie-ILiard), the mover
of both motions, levelled criticism at the office on a number
of issues during the debate. Sibbeston condemned the lack of
any staff member able to speak a native language, direction of
the office by a non-native and what he said was a lack of

autonomy in decision making.

(more)



INCREASED NATIVE EMPLOYMENT WANTED - 2

"I find it ironic that the position (of program
supervisor) is held by a non-native," he said. "I'm just
surprised when you say the group is effective. You don't
have any Inuit employees. How do you represent the Inuit

people?"”

Deputy Commissioner Bob Pilot, responsible for
the department of personnel, explained that while the post of
office manager was advertised, the successful non-native
candidate was thought to be the "most suitable" person to fill
the position. Pilot added that the department of personnel
intends to increase the number of natives employed by the office

and that terms of reference for the office are now being drafted.

Pilot also discounted accusations by Sibbeston
that natives were hired for jobs on the basis of the importance

of the position.

Sibbeston charged that, "the decision on whether or
not to hire a native person comes down to whether it is an
important job or not...and if it is an important job, the native

doesn't get it."

Pilot denied the accusation, stating that "it is
not the practise of this government to hire according to the
importance of the job but whether or not the person is capable
of doing that job."

However, Pilot did admit that it was his "personal
observation" that the government had not had "tremendous success"”
in involving native persons in the public service, particularly

in senior positions.

(more)



INCREASED NATIVE EMPLOYMENT WANTED - 3

Pilot said there's no difficulty in getting

local people employed at lower levels.

MLA Nellie Cournoyea (Western Arctic) expressed
qualified support for the two motions dealing with the office,
though she said more "incentive" to natives to join the public

service 1s needed if the program is ever to succeed.

"There's more people trying to find ways to put
natives in the public service than there are natives in the

public service," she observed.

"T see very little need in just giving more money
so you have more people sitting around monitoring what other
people are doing," she said, adding that more "imagination" is
needed to convince natives of the desirability of a job in the

public service.

The question of who should benefit from office

programs was also raised by MLA Don Stewart (Hay River).

"We have a great many people who are getting the
same treatment relative to being native northerners, though
they may only have been residents of the territories for

several years," Stewart said.

Contact: Craig Yeo
Telephone: 873-7343
Telex: 034-45504



MLAs WANT MORE ACCOUNTABILITY 80-097

YELLOWKNIFE (March 7) - The N.W.T. legislative
assembly wants an elected member to replace Commissioner
John Parker as chairman of the government's executive

committee.

It also wants elected members to be responsible
for the departments of public works, and information, the

financial management board and regional operations.

Dennis Patterson (MLA Frobisher Bay) introduced the
motion to select an elected member to chair the executive,
during committee discussion at the assembly's winter session

Friday.

He told members the step was consistent with the
assembly's earlier request that the commissioner relinquish

control of his departmental and program responsibilities.
"This motion is no reflection on the present
commissioner. We are talking about positions, not people,”

Patterson stated.

(more)
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He added that his request was not "a radical or a
strange idea" and that it was a conclusion reached in the
Drury Report and one that the commissioner himself was

generally receptive to.

A day earlier the commissioner had told the House he
would expect to divest himself of departmental responsibilities

within the life of the current assembly.
He added that the question of stepping down as
chairman of the executive was a different matter, something

that would happen over a period of time.

"Most certainly, as a natural leader evolves, I

should step aside from chairing the committee."

Patterson's motion, approved by a majority of MLAs,

calls for a progress report on the matter at the assembly's

next session.

Tagak Curley (MLA Keewatin South) put the motion
calling for the commissioner to delegate his departmental and

program responsibilities.

He said it was time these departments and programs
were accountable to elected representatives rather than to the

commissioner and his deputy who are appointed by Ottawa.

A subsequent motion presented by Lynda Sorensen
(MLA Yellowknife South) requested the assembly to urge eastern
arctic members to accept some responsibility for the running
of the government by filling two vacant positions reserved

earlier for them on the executive committee.

(more)
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She said the divesting of departmental responsibilities
by the commissioner would mean heavier workloads on the five

existing ministers.

"I think the time has come for our eastern members
to look seriously at these two vacant seats ... and take on
these additional responsibilities they have just given to the

existing members."

Her motion was later ~amended to request eastern
MLAs to accept any additional executive committee positions that

might be established.

The amendment recognizes the fact that the positions may

not necessarily be filled by members from the east.
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COMMISSIONER ALMOST BACK IN HOUSE 80-096

YELLOWKNIFE (March 7) - A motion to bring the
commissioner back into the House during formal sessions went

down to narrow defeat Friday.

The motion, presented by Tagak Curley (MLA
Keewatin South), would have made the commissioner available

for members' inquiries during the formal question period of

each day's sitting.

The previous assembly revoked his seat in the
assembly at the conclusion of the last session, a move intended

to diminish the chief executive's role in the proceedings.

"My concern is that I don't think the previous
council was very wise in letting the Commissioner walk out...with
all those very expensive departments on his shoulders." Curley

said.

(more)
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Curley argued that the re-seating of the
Commissioner would make him immediately available for questions
from members on matters related to his responsibility for such

government departments as public works and regional operations.

Dissenting members countered that the daily
provision for the submission of written questions on matters
of departmental operation provide a suitable avenue for members
wishing information on departments which are not the

responsibility of elected members.

"A legislative assembly is for elected people,"
MLA Arnold McCallum said. "As we want witnesses to appear in

the House, we ask for them.,"

MLA Dennis Patterson supported what he said was the

most "practical" way of getting the business of government done

and suggested members were too worried about appearances.

"T think the Commissioner should be here to remind
us all that the key ministeries are all in his hands," Patterson

said.

Opinion on the motion remained sharply divided
throughout debate.

The motion was defeated in a nine to eight vote

with three members abstaining.
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CORRECTION TO PRESS RELEASE 80~092 HEADLINED: 80~-095
PARKER WILL "STEP ASIDE"

Page 2, paragraph 2, replaced with:

"I would certainly expect to divest myself of
my direct reporting relationship with regard to individual
departments within the life of this council." Parker

predicted. The present Assembly's term expires in 1983.

Contact: Department of Information
Telephone: 873~7442
Telex: 034-45504



EASTERN MINISTERS SOUGHT 80-094

- YELLOWKNIFE (March 7) ~ Eastern Arctic MLAs have
been formally asked to occupy seats on the Territorial govern-

ment's executive committee.

v A motion approved Friday cites the "increased
workload" that could result from a turning over of departmental

responsibilities from the Commissioner to elected members,

—and calls for “eastern arctic members to accept responsibility

in the running of this government".

The motion was presented by MLA Lynda Sorensen
(Yellowknife South) following passage of an earlier motion
that called for the Commissioner to turn over responsibility
for public works, information, regional operations and the

financial management board to elected members.

"If the earlier motion is actioned, the workload

will be heavy," Sorensen said.

"I think the time has come for our eastern members

to look at the vacant seats...and take on the responsibility."

(more)



EASTERN MINISTERS SOUGHT - 2

There are seven seats on the executive committee
for elected members. Only five are filled at the present time.
The remaining two seats have been left vacant in the hope that

eastern arctic members would accept appointments.

Eastern Arctic MLAs have until now refused the seats,
saying time spent away from their constituencies performing
executive committee functions would hinder their ability to
keep abreast of the on-going concerns of the community members

they represent.

They offered little hope of immediate or eventual

assumption of executive committee seats.

"If no Eastern Arctic members are available for

those seats tomorrow, then let those who are available take

them over," MLA Dennis Patterson (Frobisher Bay) said.

"However, I am still interested in negotiating
conditions for participation on the executive committee."

Patterson said.

"I would insist that the office...need not be in
- Yellowknife," Patterson said, repeating the view that distances

involved place undue strain on constituencv relationships.
"Maybe it's unreasonable to keep these seats open
for an undue length of time," Patterson added, "but we're still

looking at the situation."

(more)



EASTERN MINISTERS SOUGHT - 3

Tagak Curley (Keewatin South) argued that Eastern
Arctic members have already been "instrumental" in providing

input on executive committee deliberations.

~ 30 =~
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SECRETARIAT EVALUATION URGED 80-093

YELLOWKNIFE (March 7) - An evaluation and review
of the Territorial government's Land Claims Secretariat has

been requested by the N.W.T. Legislative Assembly.

Members approved a motion Friday calling for the

. : rro—H ] ] i

staff.

The motion also recommends that money saved
through staff cuts be made available for "specifically identified
technical support only when there is direction and when something
is going on that requires work to be done in areas of

constitutional/political development."

(more)



SECRETARIAT EVALUATION URGED - 2

The motion was presented by MLA Nellie Cournoyea
(Western Arctic) during consideration of the secretariat's
$264,000 budget allocation. The executive offices administer
the five-person secretariat, charged with keeping the

government abreast of developments in the area of land claims.

Cournoyea voiced sweeping condemnation of

department personnel and their past performance.
"Right now, I can clearly tell you these people
are not capable of providing advice in the area of constitutional

development." Cournoyea said.

She alleged there were many cases...where personnel

of the secretariat had slowed the progress of Inuvialuit claims.

"T don't want anyone to think these people are no

good;" she explained. "They're just not suited for this role."

MLAs Dennis Patterson (Frobisher Bay) and Tagak
Curley (Keewatin South) joined Cournoyea in piling criticism
on the secretariat's ability to deal with native groups on the

land claims issue.

"They do not have confidence in many of the
personalities in the secretariat," Patterson said of Inuit

Tapirisat of Canada leadership.
"This assembly must listen to the native

organizations'when they say they have a lack of confidence.

Whether that lack of confidence is fair or not, it is a reality."

(more)



SECRETARIAT EVALUATION URGED - 3

While the motion passed unanimously, various MLAs

were cautious in qualifying their support for the review.

MLAs Tom Butters (Inuvik) and Arnold McCallum
(Slave River), both past ministers responsible for the
secretariat's activities, expressed their readiness to accept
responsibility for any policies or actions brought forward

during their ministerial tenures.

Butters and McCallum also joined other MLAs in
pointing out that current dissatisfaction with the secretariat
could be based on a change in philosophy and direction by the
new assembly, not the competence or conduct of the secretariat
staff itself.

"I would hope there isn't a determination ahead

of time of what that performance will be," MLA Bob MacQuarrie
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consideration of secretariat performance.

"But the last assembly had a particular position
on constitutional development and land claims and that

secretariat tried to serve that assembly," MacQuarrie said.

MacQuarrie advised councillors to ensure their
criticism of secretariat action was not a redirection of
dissatisfaction with the past council's land claims policy
against the body most closely involved in carrying out the

policy.

Commissioner John Parker told the assembly
secretariat staff possess a combined 39 years of experience
dealing "with very positive attitudes" towards native people

and organizations.

(more)



SECRETARIAT EVALUATION URGED - 4

"I was also going to say, almost in jest, that
we should check their philosophical outlooks...39 years in

the service of the government might almost be a detriment."

While the motion recommends that funds saved by
the elimination of staff be redirected to other land claims
priorities expressed by members, there is no assurance this

will be the case.
The executive committee will have to redistribute

budget allocations in its final review of Assembly recommendations

taking the entire budget into consideration.
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PARKER WILL "STEP ASIDE" 80-092

YELLOWKNIFE (March 6) - Chairmanship of the
executive committee will be turned over to an elected
representative "within the life of this council", Commissioner

John Parker told the Legislative Assembly Thursday.

The commissioner was asked his reaction to
C.M. (Bud) Drury's report on Constitutional Development
in the N.W.T.

Drury recommends, among other things, that the
commissioner "divest himself of all his remaining territorial
departmental responsibilities and transfer them to elected
members of the executive committee during the life of the

Ninth Council".

The report also recommends the executive committee
be given responsibility for senior government appointments,
and that any transferred federal powers be allocated to

elected executive committee members.
"I think the conclusions Mr. Drury has drawn are
very good conclusions," Parker said in response to MLA Dennis

Patterson's request for the commissioner's views on the report.

(more)



PARKER WILL "STEP ASIDE" - 2

Parker said he would place a "high priority" on
"accommodating the transfer of power and authority from

appointed persons to elected officials.

"I would certainly expect to divest myself of my
authority...within the life of the council," Parker predicted.

The present Assemblv's term expires in 1983.

"I think that is the direction in which we must
" go...and I don't have any hesitations unless it is in regards

to timing.
"Most certainly, as a natural leader evolves,"
Parker explained, "I should step aside from chairing the

executive committee."

As to the assumption by the executive committee

of responsibility for senior government appointments, Parker
pointed out that "for some time now the executive committee
has been consulted on senior appointments. I would expect

that to continue."

Parker further promised he would "only under very

exceptional circumstances disagree with the executive committee.'

Parker says that even after the handing over of the
chairmanship to an elected member, he will continue to sit on

the executive committee to hear members' views "first-hand."
~ 30 ~
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BRADEN MAPS DEPARTMENT PRIORITIES 80-091

YELLOWKNIFE (March 6) = Greater human resource
development and reliance on the private sector to create new
jobs will be needed to meet the tough economic problems facing
the North this decade.

That was the message Economic Development and

Tourism Minister George Braden gave the Legislative Assembly
Thursday.

MLA Braden (Yellowknife North) was opening debate
on his department's $13.7 million budget which councillors
subsequently approved. Allocations for the department are down

$1.3 million in this year's budget.

"I believe we in the North are facing...the major
problem of developing and maintaining meaningful employment in
our ever-expanding workforce of young men and women," Braden
said in addressing four areas of "concern" department strategy

will attempt to deal with in the new decade.

(more)



BRADEN MAPS DEPARTMENT PRIORITIES - 2

Key among these concerns, Braden said, is the
lack of control or long-range policy-making authority over

the "vast" energy resources of the Territories.

Braden said it is "disturbing to have the federal
government continue to make decisions concerning the value and
export of northern energy resources" while at the same time
providing no relief for N.W.T. residents from high energy-product

costs.

Zeroing in on the "ridiculous condition of the
operation of NCPC", Braden promised to table proposals for
"development of a northern energy policy" for debate in the

next Assembly session.

One avenue of relief from the "boom-and-bust"
economy faced by the N.W.T. in the past, Braden said, could be

"better use of our resident business community.

"The N.W.T.'s small business sector is in jeopardy"
due to rising product and service costs, the slow-down in
development, and fiscal restraint in government, Braden said.

The minister pointed to greater preference to northern businesses
and management assistance as steps the government could take to

improve the lot of small business.

However, Braden made councillors grimly aware of
the problem of lack of employment skills among new entrants to
the work force. This factor, he said, seriously compounds the
difficulty of filling the 5,000 new jobs N.W.T. Science Advisory
Board statistics indicate will be needed by 1985.

(more)



BRADEN MAPS DEPARTMENT PRIORITIES - 3

Braden also expressed fears over the ability of
the economy to provide the jobs needed by the burgeoning
18-to-35-year-o0ld age group.

"Our most valuable resource (our young people) is
not able to contribute to the maximum extent possible," Braden

said.

"Tf we don't make some changes, I think we're going
to perpetuate the present practise of going to the South for

expertise while northerners stand at the sidelines."”

Braden concluded by appealing to MLAs for direction
in addressing these problems.

D

Contact: Department of Information
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COMPULSORY RESIDENCE URGED 80-090

YELLOWKNIFE (March 6) - Mandatory N.W.T. residency
for owners of new tourist and fishing lodges was unanimously

recommended by the Legislative Assembly Thursday.

The motion requiring the new residency status, put
forward by MLA Tagak Curley (Keewatin South), came up during

Assembly approval of the office of tourism and parks' $1.7 million

budget estimates.

Explaining the intent of his motion, Curley said
the requirement "would ensure this money (from lodge operations)
stays in the North."

Curley told councillors his research indicates 10

lodges in the Keewatin are owned by non-N.W.T. residents, which

"indicates this government has to take some control."

(more)



COMPULSORY RESIDENCE URGED - 2

New lodge operations, after receiving site approval
from the federal lands department, are subject to licensing by

the office of tourism and parks.

Economic Development and Tourism Minister George
Braden (MLA Yellowknife North) told members the legislation will
serve to "give us a stick" to encourage local hiring and greater

taxation benefit for the Territorial government from new lodges.

During debate, the N.W.T. Tourist Industry

Association was broadly condemned.

The association was funded $65,000 by the tourism
office in its last budget, a sore point with some members

outraged over recent statements by an association official.

Members pointed to "vicious" and "insulting" remarks

made in the association newsletter, saying such remarks are not

in keeping with the integrity expected from an organization

receiving government funding.

Braden admitted he was "somewhat alarmed" with
remarks contained in the December newsletter. However, he said
the association's president has indicated "we won't have a repeat

of that problem in the future."
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MLAs APPROVE "TOUGH" DEVELOPMENT STAND 80-089

YELLOWKNIFE (March 6) - A "tough stand" to ensure
employment and taxation benefits from major development projects
accrue to northerners received resounding approval from

territorial MLAs Thursday.

Members voiced their agreement for a "hard line"
approach in future federal-territorial development project
negotiations in response to an appeal for an assembly mandate
from MLA Lynda Sorensen (Yellowknife South) and economic

development and tourism minister George Braden.

Sorensen pointed to the province of Newfoundland's
new legislation requiring oil companies to give provincial
residents first hiring preference as a model the N.W.T. could
do well to follow.

(more)



MLAs APPROVE "TOUGH" DEVELOPMENT STAND - 2

"I think it's a marvelous opportunity to take a
stand and to bring in some controversial legislation to ensure

northerners get the benefits," Sorensen said.

"Newfoundland wasn't and isn't afraid of the big
companies," she said. "I'd like to see us stand up to the federal
government if we don't think a project will be of benefit to

northerners."

Responding to the initiative, MLA Braden (Yellowknife
North) told members he had not taken a public position because he

wanted direction from the assembly.
"With the direction of this assembly we are prepared
to take a much harder stance. "We'll try to get the best deal

possible," he said.

Indiyidual members then took up the appeal as an

opportunity to trigger the development of government policy on

resource development.

"Of course, the aboriginal people of the N.W.T. feel
that the resources belong to them and that there should be no
development before land claims," MLA Dennis Patterson (Frobisher

Bay) observed.

"But the federal government seems to have ignored
this and has made no progress on land claims. So I say 'Yes'.
Get tough with the companies. We want those jobs. My people
want those jobs. If we don't get tough with the companies, they

aren't going to deliver."

(more)



MLAs APPROVE "TOUGH" DEVELOPMENT STAND - 3

Patterson pointed to the shattered illusion of
vast employment benefits for northerners from the Nanisivik
mining project as an instance where a harder territorial line
would have meant greater employment opportunities for N.W.T.

residents.

MLA Bob MacQuarrie (Yellowknife Centre) also voiced
his approval for a "generous, a fair share" of royalties and

taxes.

"Part of the problem is a strictly private
enterprise approach," MacQuarrie said, recommending the government

must get off the back seat and take the initiative.

MLA Tom Butters (Inuvik), agreeing with the need
for a louder territorial voice, said that in his experience major

companies don't care who receives the royalties.

"I think the real problem will be prying our fair

share out of the federal government."

MLA Arnold McCallum (Slave River) took the initiative
one step further, suggesting the territorial government attempt
to wrestle control of development lands from the federal government

as a first step by gaining control of property leases.

"We may talk about resource revenue sharing, but
we have to go one step further. We have to press to make sure
the lands are transferred to our control," he said.

"We can no longer allow people or corporations to
come into the territories and be subject to miniscule taxes on

improvements."

(more)



MLAs APPROVE "TOUGH" DEVELOPMENT STAND - 4

MLA Tagak Curley (Keewatin South) supported greater
territorial control of resource development as "the only way" to

modify the social consequences of future developments.

"I think it's important that economic development
take a firm position in trying to minimize social impact," he

said.
Rather than "speak in haste", MLA Nellie Cournoyea

(Western Arctic) reserved comment on the appeal for mandate, while

other councillors voiced no opinions.

- 3 -
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DRURY REPORT RECEIVED 80-088

YELLOWKNIFE (March 6) - The Drury Report drew
favourable response from the N.W.T.'s seven-member executive
committee during an initial review of the document this

morning.

The report appears to be an "excellent blueprint"

for constitutional development in the Territories, members

stated.

They said there are certain recommendations in the

200-page report that could be put in place right now.

"However, we will want to assess reaction from the
legislative assembly, native organizations and the public

before action is taken on the majority of its observations."

The report is the work of former federal cabinet
minister C.M. Drury, appointed two years ago by Prime Minister
Trudeau to examine and propose avenues of constitutional

change in the N.W.T.

(more)



DRURY REPORT RECEIVED - 2

The Executive is seeking a week-end meeting with
Drury who is scheduled to hold a press conference here

Friday morning.

It will be in a position to announce the steps
the government will be taking in connection with the report

once members had time to consider its contents in more detail.

Local Government Minister James Wah-Shee noted
some of the report's recommendations support steps already taken

by the executive.

"Drury's observation that a single minister should
be responsible for discussions relating to aboriginal rights

and land claims is an example", he said.

A sessional paper on the matter, scheduled to be
discussed at the next session of the legislative assembly,
was developed by the executive and tabled recently by the

minister.

The paper calls for a minister of the Territorial
Government to enter into consultation with native organizations
to determine areas of common interest and co-operation on

these fundamental issues.
Drury's observations on division of the Territories
also seem consistent with the executive and assembly's

approach to the matter.

(more)



DRURY REPORT RECEIVED - 3

The report supports a united N.W.T. at this time and
argues for reform to present institutions rather than

focussing on division from the start.

Executive members also feel the report reflects its
position on the diminishing role of the commissioner, the
process of decentralization and devolution now underway and

the need for a new financial arrangement with Ottawa.
"We are in the happy position of having already set

in motion a number of the recommendations made by the special

representative," said executive committee member, Arnold McCallum.
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NERYSOO - ITC TO MEET 80-087

YELLOWKNIFE (March 6) - Renewable Resources Minister
Richard Nerysoo and William Noah, MLA for Keewatin North, will
meet next week in Ottawa with ITC to discuss wildlife

management in the Arctic.

Mr. Nerysoo asked Inuit Tapirisat of Canada (ITC)

for the meeting after the Inuit organization in a presentation

to the Legislative Assembly recently suggested control of
wildlife management north and east of the treeline should be
turned over from the department of renewable resources to the

people.

The minister and his staff, and Mr. Noah, will be
meeting with ITC next Tuesday and Wednesday. They leave
Yellowknife Monday for Ottawa.

"What I want to achieve with ITC is a comprehensive
understanding of their views on the control of wildlife
management and how they see such a transfer occurring,"

Mr. Nerysoo said. The minister is MLA for Mackenzie Delta.

(more)



NERYSOO - ITC TO MEET - 2

Mr. Nerysoo said he is very supportive of the principles
of local control over wildlife, as is, he said, the Legislative

Assembly as a whole.

He cited examples of this support during the current
Legislative sitting in Yellowknife -- the call for increased
consultation between the renewable resources department and the
native people and the need for more input by native people,
in wildlife management; the creation of the Assembly's Committee
on Unity to gain consensus with native groups on political
change, and the sessional paper on aboriginal rights and

constitutional development.

"Although the Assembly deferred voting on this paper,"
Mr. Nerysoo said, "it shouldn't be forgotten that the majority

of MLAs agree with its basic principles, including the need to

establish a dialogue with native groups on land claims

negotiations."

Speaking of the upcoming meeting with ITC, the
minister concluded: "We are sensitive to the issues they

have raised and wish to respond to them quickly and responsibly."
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ASSEMBLY ATTACKS ENVIRONMENT SERVICES 80~086

YELLOWKNIFE (March 5) -~ The Legislative Assembly
Wednesday questioned the ability of the government's environmental

services division and even wondered if there is need of it.

The criticism came in response to environmental

services' increase in budget from $60,000 to $209,000.

Thedivision, part of the department of renewable
resources, was created recently with a staff of five. Previously,

the work was the responsibility of a single administrator.

Though they eventually approved the division's
budget, councillors levelled a series of scathing attacks on,
among other things, the division's lack of a qualified

environmentalist.

MLA Nick Sibbeston (Mackenzie Liard) called for
detailed accounts of the salaries, education and work experience
of the five people the division employs. He questioned the
division's ability to attack environmental complaints because

of a lack of experience.

(more)



ASSEMBLY ATTACKS ENVIRONMENT SERVICES -~ 2

Meanwhile, a motion by MLA Nellie Cournoyea
(Western Arctic) to cut back the division's budget to its
previous $60,000 was defeated after councillors were told
there was no assurance the money saved could be diverted to

wildlife services.

"I doubt very much it would go into the Wildlife

Service," Commissioner John Parker said.

"I would hope the commissioner would do this,"

said Sibbeston. "Otherwise we would have our first conflict."

The division is responsible for administration of
the Environmental Protection Ordinance, the Clean Air Act of

Canada, the Pesticide Ordinance, and the Scientists Ordinance.

Charges under the administered legislation have
never been laid by the division, Minister Richard Nerysoo told
the Assembly. The division's function, he said, is to manage
the monitoring and enforcement of the regulations and work in
concert with federal Environmental Protection Service experts

trained in field enforcement.

As well, said Nerysoo, the division will begin the
work of "finding out the responsibilities of the division" in
anticipation of federal handing-over of enforcement responsi-

bilities.

"The unit has been drawn together by taking people
who were already engaged either full-time or part-time in
environmental matters, " Commissioner Parker said of the need
for the divisional chief, two project officers, and clerical
staff.

(more)



ASSEMBLY ATTACKS ENVIRONMENT SERVICES - 3

"In order for me to respond to any environmental
concerns, I need someone to do the work for me," Nerysoo said,
"to do the footwork."

"I don't believe this is an area where one should
be trained on-the-job." MLA Lynda Sorensen (Yellowknife South)

said of the division.

"I think this government must realize it can't

' she said,

create a new division because it has extra bodies,'
calling the division's staff "excess baggage" found "on the
sixth floor (of the Territorial government's Laing Building

headquarters).

"If you hire people who are not sufficiently

knowledgeable in the environment, how are they going to tell

you what you need to know?"

However, Sorensen and other members were told by
the commissioner and Renewable Resources Deputy Minister Ivor
Stewart that the employees had worked in the environmental field
for several years and were conversant with the problems and

concerns involved in the division.

"I think that to try to wash this awav too quickly

... will put us in a very dangerous position,"” Stewart said.
"I don't think that one more year without a department
with full-fledged bodies in it is going to hurt that much,"

replied Cournoyea.

(more)



ASSEMBLY ATTACKS ENVIRONMENT SERVICES - 4

MLA George Braden (Yellowknife North) also cautioned
members that "before we make a decision on reducing our

capability, we'd better make sure the feds are going to cover
for us."

"I feel that we are taken care of sufficiently by
the federal government," Sibbeston said. "I feel that all our

efforts should go into doing a good job in wildlife."

Contact: Department of Information

Telephone: 873-7251
Telex: 034~-45504



MORE MONEY FOR CAMPS 80-085

YELLOWKNIFE (March 5) - Increased financial assistance
for the outpost camps program received Legislative Assembly

approval Wednesday despite some misgivings about the program.

A motion presented by MLA Dennis Patterson (Frobisher
Bay) called for "increased support" for the program, which

supplies food, shelter and fuel to groups setting up hunting

camps closer to food and fur-bearing animals.

At a cost last year of $350,000, the program
assisted 782 persons in 65 camps at an average per capita cost

of $400, said Renewable Resources Deputy Minister Ivor Stewart.

Patterson's motion calling for this year's $350,000
allocation to be increased means the executive committee will
have to try to re-allocate funds from other programs within the

department of renewable resources.

(more)



MORE MONEY FOR CAMPS - 2

"The outpost camps program is a worthwhile investment
for the Government of the Northwest Territories," Patterson
said. "It reduces the cost of social assistance ... reduces
generally the cost of providing services for the people of
the N.W.T."

Patterson pointed out the program provides an
opportunity for persons who might be dependent on government
welfare programs to gét out on the land and become self-
sufficient harvesters of the resource base. He also said the
camps are one production source of native handicrafts and often
break ground for the subsequent development of tourist and

fishing camp operations.

Patterson's call was Ifor more camps, not increased

funding to individual camps now set up under the program.

Some members' concerns, however, centred around the
type of persons taking advantage of the program and the basic

principle behind such a form of assistance.

"People who are setting up outpost camps in the Baffin
Region are only surviving by getting assistance from the

government," said MLA Joe Arlooktoo (Baffin South).

"Those people who start outpost camps should be able to
live on the land. They should only start outpost camps when
they know how to support themselves," he said. Arlooktoo
added that steady increases in the number of camps could
eventually threaten the animal populations available to

established communities.

(more)



MORE MONEY FOR CAMPS - 3

Preservation of hunting and trapping skills is just
one more point in favor of continuation of the program,
contended MLA Mark Evaluarjuk (Foxe Basin). "Kids nowadays

have only experienced being in warm places."

"That is why they really need assistance -- outpost

camps —-- for those people who want to go out on the land."

However, increases in the number of camps could
eventually serve to defeat the basic idea of the program,

Commissioner John Parker told the Assembly.

"I think we have to be very careful the program doesn't
get spoiled and create a number of communities where the

population is so high the people can't live off the resources."

' Patterson

"Let's look in our own back yard first,'
said in opposition to arguments of undue social assistance and

creation of yet more communities requiring municipal services.

"It's fine to talk about reducing dependence on
government but ...my point is people are far less dependent on
the government when they're not in the settlements eating up

our precious funds."

Increased transportation costs in supplying the camps
has already eaten into the program budget, Deputy Minister

Stewart told councillors.

Minister Richard Nerysoo (MLA Mackenzie Delta) told
members: "There is a desire for more outpost camps but there isn't
the money to do it."
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RESOURCES BUDGET APPROVED 80~084

YELLOWKNIFE, (March 5) - Debated for five days,
budget estimates totalling $6.17 million for the department
of renewable resources were approved by the Legislative
Assembly Wednesday.

The approved estimate is a $1.02 million increase

over the previous year's $5.15 million budget.

However, money must now be found in the newly-
approved departmental budget to finance a lengthy series of
motions passed by the Assembly recommending increased financial
support for a number of programs, mostly under the Wildlife

Service.

The final decision on the re-allocation of funds
rests with the commissioner and executive committee . They will
attempt to rationalize councillors' priorities with fiscal

realities.

Wednesday's debate on the department also saw the

passage of nine new motions, including:

(more)



RESOURCES BUDGET APPROVED - 2

- - Approval of an initiative to promote on-the-job

training of wildlife officers, particularly native people;

- - Re-institution of a bounty on wolves throughout
the N.W.T. as a step towards reducing predatory losses in the

declining caribou populations;

- - An attempt to fund the hiring of two wildlife
biologists for the Inuvik and Baffin regions to carry out

population counts and related duties;
- - A motion making it mandatory for trainees and
wildlife officers employed in the Eastern Arctic to know how

to build an igloo;

- - To provide funding to the hunters' and trappers'

associations in Repulse Bay, Chesterfield Inlet, Coral Harbour

and Baker Lake for search~and~-rescue equipment and operations;

- = Recommendation of a quota for two musk ox kills

for hunters and trappers in Repulse Bav, and

- - A directive to the Science Advisory Board of the
N.W.T. to "investigate possible dangers of uranium exploration
in the N.W.T.".
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MORE CONSULTATION NEEDED - ASSEMBLY 80-083

YELLOWKNIFE (March 4) - The Legislative Assembly
wants increased consultation with native people to bring an
end to what one MLA called the "state of war" that exists
between wildlife managers and users.

No motion was presented on the issue. However,
members agreed that more consultation between native people

and the department of renewable resources is required, and

that native people should have more input into wildlife

management as well.

The initiative arose in response to what several

MLAs said is the lack of respect the government shows to the
advice of native people on matters of wildlife management
policy.

"We've had a very difficult time agreeing to equal
and meaningful participation," MLA Nellie Cournoyea (Western
Arctic) said of her experience with community members who

attempt to act as a resource to wildlife management officials.

(more)



MORE CONSULTATION NEEDED - ASSEMBLY - 2

"T don't believe they (wildlife personnel) really
understand what the people are talking about," she said,
explaining that these personnel "...continually downgrade the

native people's interest in wildlife as greed."

"After a while, it seems like the whole department
is at war with wildlife and the people who are using the

resources," she said.

Insensitivity and "heavy-handedness" in enforcing
wildlife regulations "in order to earn the respect, if not the
fear, of the hunters" was also charged by MLA Dennis Patterson
(Frobisher Bay).

Patterson joined other MLAs in calling for more
formal recognition of the value of community experience in

formulation and management of wildlife policy.

One target of criticism over the effectiveness of
community input was the Game Advisory Council. The council,
whose status is now under review, was set up - with appointed
representation from across the Territories - to advise the
department of renewable resources on local concerns in the

formulation of game policy.

"It became the creature of the commissioner...of

the administration," charged MLA Tagak Curley (Keewatin South).

Curley also pointed to the formation of a committee
to study depletion of the Kaminuriak caribou herd proposed last
fall at a meeting of community, government and native organization
leaders in Igloolik. He called it a potential sore spot in the

consultation question.

(more)
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"I know from my experience that the people are
very frustrated, that they have not been properly consulted,"

Curley said.

"T will continue to reject that committee unless

we have some input into that."

Renewable Resources Minister Richard Nerysoo denied
his department has any intention of assuming undue control of
committee make-up or mandate. He said: "...my department will
not in fact write the terms of reference of that (caribou)
committee. It will be up to the hunters' and trappers’

associations in that region."

Nerysoo added: "I think I am very interested in
hearing those concerns. I will address issues according to the

decisions made at those meetings."

Nerysoo also called on assembly colleagues to
"give direction" in future formulation of wildlife policy

sensitive to local concerns.

Commissioner John Parker also discounted any
intention of the Territorial government to exert restrictive

control over committee make-=up.

"It was never the government's intention to form

the committee without the involvement of the people of the

Keewatin," the commissioner said.

(more)
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"We are not saying that we have all the answers
to the caribou situation in that area...and we do need the
help of the people in the Keewatin...to determine the true

facts."

The commissioner's reference to the "true facts"
was in response to a suggestion by MLA William Noah (Keewatin
North) that as many as 35,000 caribou may have been missed by

wildlife population counts.

"We don't want to hear anything about over-hunting,"

Noah also said.,

In response to the general allegations of lack of
community input in the department, Nerysoo explained that with
the pressing duties of the previous three months now behind him
he will shortly be meeting with representatives of community

groups to sound out local concerns.

Nerysoo said plans call for meetings with Inuit
Tapirisat of Canada, the Baffin Regional Council and the Keewatin

Inuit Association.

B
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LOCAL CONTROLS ON WILDLIFE 80~082

YELLOWKNIFE (March 4) ~ MLAs Tuesday passed
important motions calling for increased local controls over

wildlife and its management.

A total of nine motions involving wildlife were
approved during consideration of the department of renewable

resources' $6 million budget.

Several of the motions echoed the previous Assembly's
intention to hand over the control and management of wildlife

programs to community organizations.

As a result, councillors gave approval to a key
motion calling for departmental examination of "transferring
responsibility and management of wildlife to the regions and

communities”.

The motion was put forward by MLA Nick Sibbeston
(Mackenzie Liard) and received the unanimous approval of the

Assembly.

(more)
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"I don't mean the regional government," Sibbeston
said of his intention to delegate the government's authority

for wildlife programs.

"In the Eastern Arctic, I suppose it could mean
the Baffin Regional Council. The idea is to promote
transferring the responsibility for wildlife to the aboriginal

people.

"If this would eventually happen, there would be
no wildlife people responsible for wildlife here in Yellowknife,"

Sibbeston said.

The Assembly, after considerable debate, also
adopted a motion calling for the renewable resources minister

to "recognize the Dene Band Councils as official local bodies

responsible for advising and assisting game officials in the

management and administration of wildlife matters."

The motion calls for legislation to be brought

forward at the aAssembly's next session to implement this policy.

Opinion was sharply divided on whether to approve
the motion, described by MLA Bob MacQuarrie (Yellowknife Centre)

as "vague".

"I think it's time this Assembly wake up and realize
that these band councils are there," Tagak Curley (Keewatin
South) said of the need for recognition of community-based

political organizations.

(more)
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"I think the Dene Band Council is a legal body,"
James Wah-Shee (MLA Rae~Lac La Martre) said. "That's why the

federal government negotiates with them.”

However, MacQuarrie and Lynda Sorensen (Yellowknife
South) expressed doubt whether the local band councils were
truly representative of the overall body of opinion in each
settlement. It was pointed out Metis might be excluded from
contributing their views on band council policy should they
decide not to join the groups.

"...it is our responsibilitv to ensure that the
rights of all the people are protected," MacQuarrie said of

possible Metis non-involvement on the councils.

"Maybe the invitation is open to them, but maybe

they don't want to join."

Reflecting this stance, councillors approved the
exclusion of the communities of Aklavik and Inuvik from the

policy statement.

As Nellie Cournoyea (Western Arctic) pointed out,
the high proportion of Inuvialuit as well as Dene persons in
the two communities would make recognition of only the Dene

Band Council a prejudicial stance.

Other motions passed in the flurry of resolutions

included:

(more)



LOCAL CONTROLS ON WILDLIFE - 4

.examination of the possibility of providing
compulsory survival training and kits to hunters in the
interests of protecting life and reducing search and rescue

costs;

.setting of separate quotas for musk ox and polar

bear kills for outpost camps as well as communities;

.support for the principle of transplanting musk

oxen to suitable areas in which they are not now found;
.lobby the federal government for protection of
the right to harvest narwhals and beluga and bowhead whales

inshore;

.review the fur incentive and trappers' assistance

~grant policies;

.turn over profits from the sale of hides of bears
killed by hunters in self-defence to local hunters and trappers

associations or settlement councils;

.establish cultural, language and survival training

programs for wildlife officers serving in the communities.
The final motion, put forward in the Monday session

by Curley, aims at promoting increased credibilitv for wildlife

officers working closely with community members.

(more)
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A motion by Dennis Patterson (Frobisher Bay) to
allow spring hunting of migratory birds for food and sport
purposes was deferred until the next session. Research will
be done on legislation regarding spring kills of migratory

species.

Debate was also begun on a motion by Sorensen

to fund on-the-job training of wildlife officers.
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'BETTER RELATIONSHIP' REQUIRED 80~-081

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 3) - The N.W.T. Legislative
Assembly began consideration of the Department of Renewable

Resources $6 million budget Monday.

The department operates the Territorial wildlife

service, environmental services and energy conservation programs.

Speaking to the budget, Tagak Curley (MLA Keewatin
South) said he hoped a better relationship could be developed

between the wildlife service and hunters in the North.

Mr. Curley charged that past actions had not been
encouraging. He cited cuts in the outpost camps program, cuts
in trappers' incentive grants and "harassment" of hunters by

biologists and game officials.

"Last fall, the Minister (Richard Nerysoo) said
he'd bring native hunting rights to the people. There's not
a thing mentioned here (in the minister's introductory remarks)

about bringing control of caribou hunting to the people".

(more)
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Dennis Patterson (MLA Frobisher Bay) told members
"there would be instruction coming from the Assembly on

changing the directions of wildlife management".

"Let the local groups take responsibility for
controlling the resource", he said. "They're the ones most
effected".

To foster a greater understanding between wildlife
officers and the local population, Mr. Curley proposed the
executive committee find the money to provide six-month
training courses for both existing and new officers. The
courses would teach survival skills, native languages and

culture.

"Past experiences between native hunters and

~government biologists and wildlife officers generated distrust",
Mr., Curley explained, and a basic knowledge of the language
is needed for credibility because "sending in green people

from the south is an insult to the hunters".

The Assembly will vote on Mr. Curley's proposal

tomorrow.

Members yesterday also approved the $75.7 million
Department of Public Works budget and passed a motion, put by
the Standing Committee on Finance, to encourage curbing
excessive energy consumption by tenants in Territorial

~government staff accommodation.

(more)
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The department's energy bills are estimated at
$29 million for the coming year. Deputy Minister Paul Moody
told members this figure could rise in seven years to $150

million if anticipated fuel cost increases are taken into

consideration.
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CANINE IMMIGRATION CURBS URGED 80~-080

- YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 3) -~ Mongrels, mutts and lap
dogs are unwelcome in northern settlements as far as the

people of the Eastern Arctic are concerned.

MLAs approved a motion today that will eventually
allow municipalities the right to regulate which dogs can be

imported into the community.

Tagak Curley (MLA Keewatin South), who introduced
the motion, said residents of many northern communities were
worried about the decreasing quality of native northern sled
dogs because cross-breeding with imported dogs produced poor

quality strains.

The Kingmik or Eskimo Dog, renowned for its Arctic
endurance, had almost disappeared as a unique breed. Only a
purebred breeding program located in Yellowknife saved it from

extinction.

(more)
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The N.W,T. Municipal Ordinance must be amended
first giving the municipalities the authority to regulate
dog imports. The required legislation will be dealt with in

the next session.

Frobisher Bay MLA Dennis Patterson told members
that the municipality of Frobisher tried to establish these
regulations in the past but couldn't because the authority

was lacking in the ordinances.
He observed that there were a "lot of short

legged Huskies" running around Frobisher whose "peculiar

temperments were generally not appreciated”.
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RESOURCES BUDGET APPROVED 80~-084

YELLOWKNIFE, (March 5) ~ Debated for five days,
budget estimates totalling $6.17 million for the department
of renewable resources were approved by the Legislative
Assembly Wednesday.

The approved estimate is a $1.02 million increase

over the previous year's $5.15 million budget.

However, money must now be found in the newly-
approved departmental budget to finance a lengthy series of
motions passed by the Assembly recommending increased financial
support for a number of programs, mostly under the Wildlife
Service.

The final decision on the re-allocation of funds
rests with the commissioner and executive committee . They will
attempt to rationalize councillors' priorities with fiscal

realities.

Wednesday's debate on the department also saw the

passage of nine new motions, including:

(more)
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- - Approval of an initiative to promote on-the-job

training of wildlife officers, particularly native people;

- - Rer~institution of a bounty on wolves throughout
the N.W.T. as a step towards reducing predatory losses in the

declining caribou populations;

- - An attempt to fund the hiring of two wildlife
biologists for the Inuvik and Baffin regions to carry out

population counts and related duties;

- - A motion making it mandatory for trainees and
wildlife officers employed in the Eastern Arctic to know how

to build an igloo;

- — - - — — — = = _T9 provide funding to the hunters' and trappers'- - - - — —
associations in Repulse Bay, Chesterfield Inlet, Coral Harbour

and Baker Lake for search~and~rescue equipment and operations;

- = Recommendation of a quota for two musk ox kills

for hunters and trappers in Repulse Bay, and

- — A directive to the Science Advisory Board of the
N.W.T. to "investigate possible dangers of uranium exploration
in the N.W.T.".

- 30 -

Contact: Department of Information
Telephone: 873~-7251
Telex: 034~-45504



MORE CONSULTATION NEEDED - ASSEMBLY 80-083

YELLOWKNIFE (March 4) - The Legislative Assembly
wants increased consultation with native people to bring an
end to what one MLA called the "state of war" that exists

between wildlife managers and users.

No motion was presented on the issue. However,
members agreed that more consultation between native people

and the department of renewable resources is required, and

that native people should have more input into wildlife
management as well.

The initiative arose in response to what several

MLAs said is the lack of respect the government shows to the
advice of native people on matters of wildlife management
policy.

"We've had a very difficult time agreeing to equal
and meaningful participation," MLA Nellie Cournoyea (Western
Arctic) said of her experience with community members who

attempt to act as a resource to wildlife management officials.

(more)
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"T don't believe they (wildlife personnel) really
understand what the people are talking about," she said,
explaining that these personnel "...continually downgrade the

native people's interest in wildlife as greed."

"After a while, it seems like the whole department
is at war with wildlife and the people who are using the

resources," she said.

Insensitivity and "heavy-handedness" in enforcing
wildlife regulations "in order to earn the respect, if not the
fear, of the hunters" was also charged by MLA Dennis Patterson

(Frobisher Bay).

Patterson joined other MLAs in calling for more
formal recognition of the wvalue of community experience in

formulation and management of wildlife policy.

One target of criticism over the effectiveness of
community input was the Game Advisory Council. The council,
whose status is now under review, was set up - with appointed
representation from across the Territories - to advise the
department of renewable resources on local concerns in the

formulation of game policy.

"It became the creature of the commissioner...of

the administration," charged MLA Tagak Curley (Keewatin South).

Curley also pointed to the formation of a committee
to study depletion of the Kaminuriak caribou herd proposed last
fall at a meeting of community, government and native organization
leaders in Igloolik. He called it a potential sore spot in the

consultation question.

(more)
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"T know from my experience that the people are
very frustrated, that they have not been properly consulted,"
Curley said.

"T will continue to reject that committee unless

we have some input into that."

Renewable Resources Minister Richard Nerysoo denied
his department has any intention of assuming undue control of
committee make-up or mandate. He said: "...my department will
not in fact write the terms of reference of that (caribou)
committee. It will Dbe up to the hunters' and trappers’

associations in that region."

Nerysoo added: "I think I am very interested in
hearing those concerns. I will address issues according to the

decisions made at those meetings."

Nerysoo also called on assembly colleagues to
"give direction" in future formulation of wildlife policy

sensitive to local concerns.

Commissioner John Parker also discounted any
intention of the Territorial government to exert restrictive

control over committee make=up.

"It was never the government's intention to form
the committee without the involvement of the people of the

Keewatin," the commissioner said.

(more)
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"We are not saying that we have all the answers
to the caribou situation in that area...and we do need the
help of the people in the Keewatin...to determine the true

facts."

The commissioner's reference to the "true facts"
was in response to a suggestion by MLA William Noah (Keewatin
North) that as many as 35,000 caribou may have been missed by

wildlife population counts.

"We don't want to hear anything about over-hunting,"

Noah also said.

In response to the general allegations of lack of
community input in the department, Nérysoo explained that with
the pressing duties of the previous three months now behind him
he will shortly be meeting with representatives of community

groups to sound out local concerns.

Nerysoo said plans call for meetings with Inuit
Tapirisat of Canada, the Baffin Regional Council and the Keewatin

Inuit Association.
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LOCAL CONTROLS ON WILDLIFE 80-082

YELLOWKNIFE (March 4) -~ MLAs Tuesday passed
important motions calling for increased local controls over

wildlife and its management.

A total of nine motions involving wildlife were
approved during consideration of the department of renewable

resources' $6 million budget.

Several of the motions echoed the previous Assembly's
intention to hand over the control and management of wildlife

programs to community organizations.

As a result, councillors gave approval to a key
motion calling for departmental examination of "transferring
responsibility and management of wildlife to the regions and

communities".

The motion was put forward by MLA Nick Sibbeston
(Mackenzie Liard) and received the unanimous approval of the

Assembly.

(more)
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"I don't mean the regional government," Sibbeston
said of his intention to delegate the government's authority

for wildlife programs.

"In the Eastern Arctic, I suppose it could mean
the Baffin Regional Council. The idea is to promote
transferring the responsibility for wildlife to the aboriginal

people.

"If this would eventually happen, there would be
no wildlife people responsible for wildlife here in Yellowknife,"

Sibbeston said.

The Assembly, after considerable debate, also
adopted a motion calling for the renewable resources minister

to "recognize the Dene Band Councils as official local bodies

responsible for advising and assisting game officials in the

management and administration of wildlife matters."”

The motion calls for legislation to be brought

forward at the Assembly's next session to implement this policy.

Opinion was sharply divided on whether to approve
the motion, described by MLA Bob MacQuarrie (Yellowknife Centre)

as "vague".

"I think it's time this Assembly wake up and realize

that these band councils are there," Tagak Curley (Keewatin
South) said of the need for recognition of community-based

political organizations.

(more)
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"I think the Dene Band Council is a legal body,"
James Wah-Shee (MLA Rae~Lac La Martre) said. "That's why the
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