87-001 Jan. 5 Payments to Foster Parents Increased

87-002 Jan. 8 Territorial Justices of the Peace and Coroners
Subject of Review

87-003 Jan. 9 Norman Wells Sewage Treatment Project

87-004 Jan. 9 Department of Education rescues Lost Apprentice

Jobs at Northwestel
87-005 Jan. 12 Yellowknife Events Among Top 100
87-006 Jan. 13 Test Fishery Results in Spring
87-007 Jan. 13  Funding Received for Trapping Exhibit {
87-008 Jan. 13 Community Involvement in Housing Welcomed

87-009 Jan. 13 Funding Provided for tran31tlon Houses and a
Crisis Shelter

87-010 Jan. 14 Future of Northern Telev151on to be Discussed at
Symp051um

87-011 Jan. 15 Government Supports New Hotel

87-012 Jan. 19 North May Get its own Television Network
87-013 Jan. 19 Housing Corporation Recruiting Natives
87-014 Jan. 20 Mandin GNWT Claims Negotiator

87-015 Jan. 20 School Attendance up in the Kitikmeot
87-016 Jan. 20 Historic Expedition Receives GNWT éupport‘
87-017 Jan. 21  Government Assists Clinic

87-018 Jan. 22 Food Conference a First

87-019 Jan. 23 Government Introduces Employee Suggestion Awards
Program '

87-020 Jan. 23 Consultations Scheduled

87-022 Feb. 5 Salary Subsidy for Community Recreation Leaders
Available .






87-023

87-024

87-025
87-026
87-027

87-028

87-029

87-030

87-031

87-032

87-033

87~-034

87-035

87-036

87-037

87-038

87-039

87-040

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb..

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

5

5

10
10
10
11

11

17

16

17

.23

19

200

24

24

25

25

25

Operation Fox Moth

Community Recreation Leader's Program to be Based
in Inuvik

Tourism Strategy Paying Dividends

Updated Fishing Guide Released

" Family Life Education Curriculum Ready for Testing

"Brighten up Your Future" At The Yellowknife
Career/Job Fair

Throne Speech Dwells on Need for Positive Action
and Meeting Challenges

Toll-Free Tourist Information Number now in
Service

Government Budget Presented to Legistative
Assembly

Conference to assist in Promoting Northern Food

Municipal and Community Affairs Sets Priority on
Local Involvement

Growth in NWT Tourism Facilities

Interest Rates Reduced. for Municipal Capital
Projects

Compromise Sought on Aboriginal Self-Government in
Constitution

More Northern Students Attending Post-Secondary
Institutions

New and Continued Support for Northern Arts And
Crafts

New Territorial Judge Appointed to Live in Igaluit

University of Manitoba Welcomes Special NWT
Students







87-041
87-042
87-043
87-044
87-045
87-046
87-047

87-048

87-049

87-050

87-051
87-052
87-053
87-054
87-055

87-056

87-057

87-058

87-059

87-060

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Mar.

Mar.

‘Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

Mar. .

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

25

25

26

26

26

26

27

28

27

27

Dramatic Leaps in Student Attendance

Fort Smith Retail Liquor Agency Contract Awarded
Igléolik School Renovations and Construction
Yellowknife Dairy Milk Back on the Shelves
Increased Taxes will Increase Government Revenues
Expo '86 Report Released

Government Assists Drum Lake Lodge

Protest Launched on Proposed Division of Hudson
Bay

Regional and Tribal Councils Meet with Review
Committee

- Greater Control of Renewable Resources can Help

Territorial Economy

Daylight Savings Comes Earlier To N.W.T.

March 8th International Women's Day

New Northern Dene Language Scholarship Offered
Personnel Minister Calls for Support of Budget
"Eat Well - Live Well" - March is Nutrition Month

Solution to Question of Artic Sovereignty
Demanded

Language and Culture Program Created for Northern
Schools

Appointments to Advisory Council on the Status of
Women

Business Managment Development Programs Announced

Carving Stone Policy Announced







GOVERNMENT OF CANADA

News release

Feb. 27, 1987 Diand/GNWT Dollars to Assist Yellowknife
B Band ‘

Mar. 9, 1987 Navigational Aid Sites to be Cleaned Up







87-061 Mar. 9 Public works and Highway Helps Expand
Northern Economy

87-062 Mar. 9 Social Services Attempting to Address Wide
Range of Issues

87-063 Mar. 10 North Warning System Contacts to include
Benefits for N.S.T.

87-064 Mar. 10 Review of Workers' Compensation Board Released

87-065 Mar. 10 Economic Development offers more Programs at
Same Cost

87-066 Mar. 11 Government and Mining Industry Launch Joint
Effort

87-067 Mar. 13 Government Daycare Subsidies More Readily
Obtained

87-068 Mar. 18 New Minister Assigned Two Portfolios

87-069 Mar. 20 Plastic Piping for Sprinklers expected to
Save $$$

87-070 Mar. 20 Public Services Increased and Improved in
Last Year

87-071 Mar. 23 Legislative Assembly Approves Boards of
Secondary Education

87-072 Mar. 23 Punding Confirmed for Frame Lake South School
87-073 Mar. 23 Minister Sets School District Funding Levels
87-074 Mar. 24 Assembly Motion Supports Mining Industry

87-075 Mar. 25 Training Program Announced for Flight Service
Specialists

87-076 Mar. 25 Floating Lab First Chance to Test New Science
Policy

87-077 Mar. 25 Increases of Food Allowance for Persons on
Social Assistance

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA
News Release

April 1, 1987 The Agreement to transfer forest and fire
. management from federal to territorial control

will take effect today







87-078

87-079

87-080"

87-081

87-082

87-083
87-084
87-085

87-086

87-087

Gov't.

87-088
87-089
87-090

87-091

87-092

87-093

87-094

87-095

87-096

87-097

Apr. 1

Apr. 3

Apr. 6

Apri. 13
Apr. 13
Apr. 13
April 13
Apr. 13
Apr. 16
Apr. 16

of Canada

Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr,
Apr.

Apr.

Apr.

Apr.

Apr.

Apr.

16
21
21

24

27

27

27
30

30

30

Formal GNWT Response made to Closure of Pine
Point Mines

National Book Festival '87 - A World Of Words

Braden Named Deputy Minister of Economic
Development and Tourism

Government Officer for Pine Point

Smoking Ban to be Implemented in Government
Office, Institutions

Sibbestion Tours Baffin Region April 20-25th
Sibbestion to Present Portrait to Igaluit
Trout Lake Turns it on Officially

Yellowknife Employees Get Incentives to Leave
GNWT Housing

NACC Receives Government Assistance

-~ News Release Canada/NWT Economic Development
Agreement Extended

Landfill Investigation Results Released
Northern Firm Awarded Construction Contract
A European View of Canada

Cheque Presented to Sport North

Baffin Businesses get Minister's Attention

Stien Lal Departs for Canadian Human Rights
Commission

Heritage Centre's Annual Extravaganza

Canada -~ Northwest Territories Agreement on
Conservation and Alternative Energy

Alcohol and other Drugs Program Ready for Schools

"Open the Door to Help" Theme of Mental Health

Week, May 2-9






87-098

87-099

87-100
87-101

87-102

87-103
87-104

87-105

87-106
87-107

87-108

87~109

87-110
87-111
87-112
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87-114

87-115
87-116

87-117

May

May

May

May

May
May

May

May
May

May

May

May
May
May
May

May

May
May

May

11

12

13

14

14

14

15

15

15
15

15

National Tourism Week Celebrated in N.W.T.

Federal -~ Provincial/Territorial Wildlife
Conference Tuktoyaktuk, N.W.T. June 16-19, 13987

Nurses Honored May 10 to 16
Petroleum Prices to be Reduced in Trout Lake

Target Date for Implementation of Housing Policy
in Yellowknife Extended until September 1/88

Exhibit Traces History of 0il Sands
Government to Review Arbitrator's Report

Protest Launched Against Some Provisions of
Federal/Provincial "Meech Lake" Agreement

Fort Smith Region Decentralized in October
Bickert Named Deputy Minister. of Justice

New Executive for N.W.T. Forest Industries
Association ‘

Territorial Government Backs "Play it Smart"
Program

GJOA Haven New Primary School

Pond Inlet New Primary School
Calcium Chloride for NWT Highways
Safety Education Program to Continue

Psychologist will Work with Inmates, Corrections
Staff

01ld Eggs Will Help Scientists
Work Begins on Dene Standardization

Caribou Management Board Recommends Easing of
Restrictions







87-118

87-119

87-120

87-121
87-122
87-123
87-124
87—125

87-126

87-127
87-128

87-129
87-130
87-131
87-132

87-133

87-134
87-135

87-136

May

May

May

May
May
May
May
May

May

May

May

Jun .

Jun

15

19

21

26
21
21
21
21

27

27

5

June 8

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

10

10

10

Territorial Government Approves Revised investment
Program

Swedish Secretary for Nordic Affairs Visits NWT

Federal Minister for Status of Women &
Privitization Visits NWT

Emergency Communications Systeﬁ Improved

GNWT First to Have Computerized Emergency Response
Siméson Gets Emergency Cenerator

Generator Wheels into Aklavik

Emergency Responce Plan Approved

Northwest Territories to Challenge Meech Lake
Agreement

Mad Trapper's Grave to be Left in Peace

Businesses To Get Break on Petroleum Prices

Fashion Show Celebrates DiVersity of Inuit
Clothing

Polar Research Report‘on,Agenda of Yellowknife
meeting

NWT Student Attends Science Program for Gifted
teenagers

Executive Council Takes Action on Federal Funding
Freeze

Join Hands in Conservation: Eleven Winners

Law Reform Committee Recommends Implementation of
Jury Act

World Authorities Support Conservation and
Development Trends for Northwest Territories

Art?c Public Legal Education and Information
Soclety Receives Territorial and Federal Funds






87-137 Jun 10 Bring your Sunglasses to.the Northern Heritage Centre
87-138 Jun 10 Contract Security Pilot Project Extended

87-139 Jun 11 wildlife Conference‘to look at Spectrum of Issues
87-140 Jun 11 Sexual Harassment Policy Adopted by Executive Policy

87~141 Jun 11 Separate Supply and Labour Contracts Successful for
Northerners

87-142 Jun 11 New Elementary School Science Program Easier to
Follow

87-143 Jun 17 Territorial Initiatives on Northern Accord seen
as Positive

87-144 Jun 17 MeningitisControl Program Set for Northwest
Territories :

87-145 Jun 17 Special Training Program for School Principals

87-146 Jun 17 Co-ordination to Help Victims of Crime Proposed in
Legislation

87-147 Jun 16 Beaufort - Mackenzie Delta Regional Land use
Planning Commission Appainted

87-148 Jun 18 Innovative Approaches Sought in Awarding Northern
Business Contracts

87-149 Jun 22 Abe Miller Workshop Receives $200,000 Contribution
87-150 Jun 23 Territorial Covernment to Collaborate on Campaign
87-151 Jun 23 Forest Fire Update

87-152 Jun 23 Business as Usual at Forest Fire Centre

87-153 Jun 26 Joint Film and Video Agreement Signed

87-154 Jun 26 Native People Play Important Role in Conservation
87-155 Jun 26 Conference Auction Raises Money for Tuktoyaktuk
87-156 Jun 29 NWT Archives Acquire Bud Orange Papers

87~157 Jun 26 Conference Recommendations Cover Variety of Topics
87-158 Jun 29 Fire Hazard High in NWT

87-159 Jun 30 Regional Councils Review Committee Continues‘Consultation:

87-160 Jun 30 GNWT to Implement Hazardous Materials Legislation






87-161

87-162
87-163
87-164

87-165

87-166

87-167

87-168
87-169

87-170

87-171
87-172
87~173
87-174
87~175
87-176
87-177
87-178
87~179

87-180

87-181
87-182
87-183

87~184

Jun

Jun
Jul
Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul
Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul:

Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul

Jul

Jul
Jul
Jul

Jul

30

30

10
10

13

13

13

14

15

16
17
20
22
22

23

23
25
25

30

Northwest Territories and Yukon Sign Agreement on
Areas of Mutual Interest in Education

Circumpolar Education Ministers Meet
Administrator Appointed in Pine Point
Sibbeston Celebrates Canada Day in Keewatin

Government of the Northwest Territories Supports
Cites

Four NWT Women to Attend Trent University

Transportation of Dangerour Goods Regulations
Enforced

Renewable Resources Advisory Board Established
Inuvik Parks Receive Additional Funding

Housing Corp. Takes Part in International Year of
Shelter for the Homeless

New Additions to Heritage Centre Collection
Exhibit Gives Shape to Inuit Elders

Housing Corp. Announces Poster Contest Winners

‘Fire Activity High in Inuvik and Norman Wells

Fire Activity Remains High in Inuvik and Norman Wells
Forest Fire Near Good Hope Under Control

Duke & Duchess of York Tour Yellowknife

Recycling Studies Released

Fire Hazard high in Western Arctic

NWT to be Represented in Yukon Court Challenge
to Meech Lake Court

Conference to Fight Impaired Driving in NWT
Local Brownie Presents Royal Bouquet
Royal Couple to Receive Northern Gifts

Tourism Training and Manpower Needs Board Appointed







87-185
87-186
87-187

-87-188

87-189
87-190
87-191

87-192

87-193
87-194
87-195
87-196
87-197
87-198
87-199
87-200

87-201

87-202
87-204
87-205
87-206

87-207

87-208

Jul
Aug
Aug

Aug

Aug

Aug

Aug-

Aug

Aug
Auyg
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug

Aug

Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug

Aug

Aug

30

10.

11
11
12
12
12

14

14

17

19

21

21

25

Highway Repair Contracts Awarded
Junior Park Ranger Program Underway
Government Privatizes Printing of NWT Business Directory

Don Pruden Post-Humously Awarded for Contribution
to Parks

Parks Conference Convened in Baker Lake This week
Traditional Dene Camp Set up on Yellowknife Bay
GNWT Received Disaster Assistance Payment

Royal Couple Return Happy and Relaxed from
Canoeing Adventure

Pool Program Makeé Big Spash in NWT Communities
Marsh Paintings Document Inuit Lifestyle

Mining Investment Tour This Week

Housing Corp. Initiates workshops on homelessness
Kenyan to Share Housing Ideas with Northerners

NWT Residents Join in Terry Fox Run

"Area.Residents Help Uncover Past

Agreement Reached on Relocation Assistance

NWT Tourist Attractions to Receive British Media
Coverage

Chefs Featuring Northern Foods Take the Gold
Public Works and Highways Confracts Awarded
Additional Regional Tourism Officer to be Hired
Travel Keewatin Awarded Service Contract

NWT Ministers Visit the Yakut Autonomous Soviet
Socialist Republic :

Public Control of Education a Top Priority for the
Department of Education






87-209

87-210
87-211
87-212
87-213

87-214

87-215

87~216

87~217
87-218
87-219
87-220
87-221

87-222

87~223
87~-224

87~225

87-226
87-227

87-228

87-229

87-230

87-231

Aug

Sep
Sep

Sep

31

1

1

8

BH U

Sep

Sep

Sep

Sep
Sep
Sep
Sep
Sep

Sep

Sep
Sep

Sep

Sep
Sep

Sep

Sep

Sep

Sep

10
11
14
14
15

15

16
18

22

23
24

24

25

28

28

Coppermine Premiere for "They Look a Lot Like Us -
A China Odyssey"

Prohibition in Fort Simpson for Papal Visit
Nominations to be Re-opened
Jobs in Justice: Funding for Arctic Plei

BckiviNes  Mlaancd ,{:@: (& Eraseyy Aivowe nees boede -

Assistant Deputy Minister of Business Development
Appointed

Renewable Resource Board Sets Principles

Larger Funding Contribution for Yellowknife
Public Library

Commissioner Appoints New Assistaﬁt

Contracts Awarded to Northern Companies, Hamilet
Baffin Historic Sites Need Protecting
Pangnirtung Weavings Featured at Halifax Show
Exhibit Looks at work of Jessie Oonark

Ministers Discuss Airports with Federal Minister of
Transport

New Health Program Ready for NWT Schools
Tia, Travelartic Combine Efforts

Dialing for Degrees: Libraries "Reach Out and
Teach Someone"

"Brand-name Identity" in works for NWT Tourism
Baffin Outfitters Study Package Tour Development

Yellowknife Student Receives Scholarship to
International College

Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce to Provide
Services in Pine Point

Aids Awareness Program Launched today

Unusual Sculpture on Display







87-232 Sep 29 No Intervention Planned on Rideout Island

87-233 Sep 30 NWT Visitor Traffic Increased in 1987

87-234 Sep 30 Final Two Eda Sub-Agreements Signed

87-235 Oct 1 Contracts Awarded to Northern Firms

87-236 Oct 7 Opening Set for Aviation Gallery

87-237 Oct 7 Committee Recommends Proposed Date For Health Transfer
87-238 Oct 15 Agreement Teached for Transfer of Health to NWT
87-239 Oct 15 Executive Council Offers Advice to New Brunswick
87-240 Oct 15 ICG to Provide Rate Schedule

87-241 Oct 15 Dene Clothing Donated to Heritage Centre

87-242 Oct 15 sStranded Caribou: A Rare Event

87-243 Oct 19 Hay River Student Earns Top Marks

87-244 Oct 20 Community-Based Prevention is Theme for Annual
Crime Prevention Week

87-245 0Oct 21 GNWT Concerned Over Federal Tax Reform
87-246 Oct 26 Community Government Week to be Held Nov. 9-13
87-247 Oct 28 Petroleum Prices Increase

87-248 Oct 28 Health Transfer to be Studies by Assembly of
First Nations

87-249 Oct 30 Children's Book Festival Provides "A World to Explore"
87-251 Nov 2 Attractive Package Tours Developed for Baffin Region
87-252 Nov 5 Territorial Parks Improvements Approved

87-253 Nov 6 Worker Safety Training Program Planned

87-254 Nov 9 Wale Cove Council Encourages Energvafficiency

87-255 Nov 12 Computer Art Exhibited at Northern Heritage Centre

87-256 Nov 16 Patterson Names Portfolios for Eleventh Assembly
Ministers






87-257

87-258

87-259
87-260
87-261

87-262

87-263

87-264

87-265
87-266
87-267

87-268

87-269

87-270

87-271

87-272

87~273 .

87-274

87-275

87-276

87=-2717

87-278

Nov

Nov

Nov
Nov
Nov

Nov

Nov

Nov

Nov
Nov
Nov

Nov

Dec

Dec

Dec

Dec’

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

Dec

17

18

17

20

19

25

24

23

26

30

30

11

14

16

Arts & Crafts Catalogue Produced

Overnight Day Care at Mary Murphy Seniors Home to
Continue

Patterson Pays Tribute to Outgoing Ministers
Career Show to be Held December 3
NWT Municipal Administrators' Association Rejuvenated

Highlights for NWT of Canada-Us Trade Agreement
Released

Free Trade Gets Quélified Support from Government
of NWT

Government Leader Welcomes Soviet Canadian Trans-
Polar Expedition

8 from Baffin Receive Apprenticeship Awards
NWT Apprentices Honored
Mark Malone Named as Principal Secretary

Social Services Minister Plans Private Meeting on
Day Care

Two Year Collective Agreement Reached with NWT
Public Service Association

GNWT and Teachers Association Reaches Tenative Deal
Aklavik Program Supported by Department of Education
Artists in the Schools Program Underway

Increased use of Remote Sensing in NWT Planned

New Approaches and Directions Approved by Cabinet
Federal-Territorial Fish-Stocking Agreement‘Reached
Social Services Minister Tours Inuvik Region

Atlantic Fisheries Ministers Welcome NWT Participation

Emergency Preparedness Funding Received







87-279

87-280

87-281
87-282

87-283

87-284

87~-285

Dec

Dec

Dec

Dec

Dec

Dec

Dec

16

21

21
21

21

29

30

NWT Post-Secondary Scholarships Awarded

New Rules on Taxation of Travel Allowances
Benefit North

First Stage of Federal Tax Reform Gets Support
Minister Approves Rezonning in Hay River

NWT'S Laurie Dexter Hamed to Soviet-Canadian
Polar Expedition

Emergency Distemper Vaccination Program
Organized .

Appointments to Alcohol and Drug Services Board
Announced :
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87-001

PAYMENTS TO FOSTER PARENTS INCREASED

NEVAYS

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 5) Increased payments to: 75;
foster parents go into effect thls month, Minister of &j(
Social Services Bruce McLaughlin ‘announced today. £

SV
E)

"Foster parents make a valuable contribution to
the lives of the young individuals in their care and to
the child welfare system as a whole,"” the Minister
said. "The new rates provide a measure of recognition
for this important work."
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"We also hope that the new compensation package ?;/

will encourage the development of foster homes and IUU'
lessen the Department s need for other, more structured e
forms of care." Fﬁé
The basic daily rate paid to foster parents G}L

varies from community to community, depending on the &>/
cost of living. With the increase, it ranges from $20 Y
(in Yellowknife and several other neighboring - !(ff
b

communities) to $39 (in the most remote settlements).
The clothing allowance has been increased to $35 a
month, with an additional allotment of up to $330 for
seasonal needs. '
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PAYMENTS TO FOSTER PARENTS INCREASED PAGE: 2

- . i ——— . — D — T —— . " - —— — ] <4 - " - s e - ——

The new rates also recognizz the additional
time and effort required to foster children with
special needs. Rates have been set for children with
physical and behavioural problems and for those who
need help preparing for independence or a new
placement. 1In these cases, the payments will depend on
both the amount of extra help the child needs and the
local cost of living.

This is the first increase to foster parents
since 1982.

- 30 -
CONTACT:

Diane Doyle

Superintendent of Child Welfare
Department of Social Services
(403) 873-7709

OR

Candace Savage

Public Affairs Officer
Culture and Communications
(403) 873-7615



87-002

TERRITORIAL JUSTICES OF THE PEAéE AND CORONERS
SUBJECT OF REVIEW '

Yellowknife (Jan. 8) - Minister of Justice
Michael Ballantyne has announced the formation of a
task force to study all aspects relating to the Justice
of the Peace Program and Cornoner's Program in the
Northwest Territories. "

"A comprehensive review is an important step to
begin the process of improving the calibre and training
of our Justice of the Peace and Coroners" said Mr.
Ballantyne.

The task force has a wide mandate which
includes recommending a program that meets the special
needs of the northern justice system and the people it
serves. It will examine such issues as the
recruitment, qualifications, training, discipline and
tenure of Justice of the Peace. It will also consider
the special emphasis to be placed on increasing the
representation of aboriginal people and women as
Justice of the Peace.

"The Justice of the Peace Program is the
backbone of the judicial system in the Northwest
Territories." Mr. Ballantyne says, "it is through the
Justices of the Peace functioning effectively and
efficiently that we will be able to localize the
justice system to the community level."

The task force will study and review the
Justice of the Peace Act and recommend changes in
keeping with the Canadian Charter of Rights and

Freedoms. It will examine the reporting relationship
and the remuneration of the Justice of the Peace.

e

Northwest
Territories Culture & Communications

Government of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, NW.T. Canada X1A 2L9 / Telex: O34-45504
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JUSTICES OF THE PEACE SUBJECT OF REVIEW PAGE: 2

Improved training and educational programs for
Coroners will be examined by the task force. Serious
consideration will also be givef to developing a guide
for the new Coroner's Act.

The task force has representatives from across
the Northwest Territories. Members are Peter Baril,
President of the Northwest Territ®ries' Justice of the
Peace Association; Tony Whitford, a Yellowknife Justice
of the Peace and Coroner; His Honour Judge Robert
Halifax of Hay River; Tim Dialla, a Pangnirtung Justice
of the Peace and Coroner and Evelyn Storr, Justice of
the Peace and Coroner from Aklavik.

Mr. Ballantyne says the task force will begin
its work immediately and is to report by April 1987.
He says it may draw on expertise available inside or
outside the Northwest Territories. Mr. Ballantyne says
at a later date, he may expand the size of the task
force to accommodate any special interests.

- i -

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg
Press Secretary
Executive Council
(403) 920-6176
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87-003 S
NORMAN WELLS SEWAGE TREATMENT PROJECT (Z
YELLOWKNIFE ( Jan. 9) - Two NWT firms have 4%

been awarded contracts to construct a sewage treatment
facility and lift station in Norman Wells.

Public Works and Highways Minister Gordon Wray
announced the two contract awards today.

The project will include installation of
facilities to collect sewage and divert it utilizing a
lift station and a forcemain to Seepage Lake, north of
the community, for natural treatment. sy

y s

EMVS] I\WE-\\“AJ

A.T.A. Construction of Norman Wells was awarded
a contract valued at $434,391 to install a forcemain,
upgrade the existing road and construct a new road to
the treatment facility. Two NWT firms bid higher
amounts. Work started in early December and is
scheduled to be completed in March.

BORG

In addition, Clark-Bowler Construction of
Yellowknife was awarded a contract valued at $253,483
to supply and construct the sewage 1lift station
including a concrete wetwell, prefab building and twin
pumps and to perform alterations to the macerator
building. Four other firms, three from the NWT and one
from Alberta, submitted higher bids. Work will begin
in June and is scheduled to be completed by
mid-September.
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NORMAN WELLS SEWAGE TREATMENT PROJECT PAGE: 2

Another contract for the completion of the
Nommans Wells sewage treatment project will be tendered

this spring.

= A0 =
i~
CONTACT: Public Works and Highways
Yéllowknife

(403) 873-7256



87-004

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION RESCUES ‘LOST APPRENTICE
JOBS AT NORTHWESTEL -

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 9) - Seven apprentices laid
off late last fall by NorthwesTel have been recalled as
the result of negotiations by the Department .of
Education.

The Minister, Dennis Patterson, says the
Communication Electrician apprentices were employed in
Yellowknife, Hay River and Inuvik. NorthwesTel said
the general slowdown in the economy resulted in a loss
of revenue which in turn forced the company to lay off

staff.

"This extremely visible action on the part of
NorthwesTel not only resulted in the immediate loss of
jobs and training opportunities for Northerners, but it
also meant 7 less jobs in the future for NWT residents
after the North Warning System is complete."

As a result of his concern, Mr. Patterson says
his officials contacted NorthwesTel to negotiate the
reinstatement of the laid off apprentices and to
provide some form of funding support.

"I am very pleased that the seven apprentices
have been recalled effective December 1st, 1986, and
will continue their training to completion," said Mr.
Patterson.
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The Department of Education will provide a
salary subsidy out of the Training-on-the-Job Program
up to a maximum of $200 per apprentice per week. This
commitment for the 1986-87 fiscal year will draw
$24,000 from the program. Support for the next year, at
a cost of $70,000, will be continued if the
appropriations are accepted by the Legislative
Assembly.

According to Mr. Patterson, "to a certain
extent this support is provided to recognize the
economic situation of NorthwesTel. The economic
situation could change in 1988 and we have agreed to
assess the situation at that time before continuing
this kind of subsidy.

- 30 -

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg
Press Secretary
Executive Council
(403) 920-6176
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YELLOWKNIFE EVENTS AMONG TOP 100 (T
YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 12) - The American Bus 51i
Association has named Yellowknife's. .annual Midnight Sun Lg:
golf tournament and Raven Mad Daze as two of the top Gzi
100 travel events in North America this year. S

A,
A

The selection is significant because the [ﬁf
association, which represents the giant intercity bus

industry in the U.S., heavily promotes its Top 100 as ;77;

first-rate travel destinations for motorcoach tour il

groups in Canada and the U.S. @Za

Announcement that the two Yellowknife events Q;i

are among the Top 100 in 1987 was made today by Alan 7

Kaylo, director of marketing for TravelArctic, the ﬂTU

Territorial government's tourism marketing arm. :;4

vl

According to Norman Sherlock, president of the ;;2

Bus Association, joining the Top 100 automatically ﬁ(}

means national publicity in both Canada and the U.S. o

and invariably increases attendance at the selected p- i

events., Hﬁf

L

The association recently unveiled its Top 100 y 4

list at the organization's Marketplace in Nashville, Lj:

Tenn., the largest gathering of bus companies and p@g

travel industry members in the U.S.

\
\

"Besides the favourable publicity and
additional attention generated by the Top 100, it is a

|5\

—
significant compliment for these two Yellowknife events 4
to make the list," said Kaylo. "Only quality E;:
attractions are ever selectled." t{l

- 3 =

CONTACT: Barry Craig

(403) 873-7251
I'Q
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TEST FISHERY RESULTS IN SPRING

IQALUIT (Jan. 13) - Quotas for a commercial
arctic char fishery near Igloolik are expected to be
established by the federal Department of Fisheries and
Oceans this coming spring.

Once the quotas are set, the Department of
Economic Development and Tourism will be able to

determine if the establishment of a commercial summer
char fishery in the area will be financially viable.

Close to 20 well-paying seasonal jobs could be

created for Igloolik residents if the commercial arctic

char fishery goes ahead.

A two-year test fishery at Steensby Inlet near
the community was conducted under the commercial
renewable resource initiatives of Minister of Economic
Development Tagak Curley. It was completed in
September of last year.

"Developing viable char fisheries in the
eastern Arctic requires a considerable degree of
intensive field work. Before we proceed with
investments in facilities, we require at least two
years of test-fishing to determine if all the factors
underlying a successful fishery are indeed present,"
said the minister.

.
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This was one of the largest and most-thorough
test fisheries for char ever conducted in the NWT. Ten
different rivers were examined in each of two years of
test fishing. At the same time, local people - working
in small family groups - were employed as fishermen.
They also received training in the techniques of
handling and processing fish for commercial sale.

Results of the test fishery have now been
turned over to the federal Department of Fisheries and
Oceans for analysis. The size and location of the
commercial quotas eventually set will play a large role
in determining whether or not a commercial char fishery
is feasible.

Another factor which will play an important
role in the final decision will be the price of arctic
char in southern Canada, says Larry Simpson, economic
development officer.

At the moment, char prices are fairly low -
about $3 a pound wholesale. Char must also compete as a
product against the more popular salmon, yet the cost
of getting it to market from the north is fairly high.

Faced with such tight economics, the decision
on whether or not to go ahead will have to be very
carefully thought out, says Simpson, since a commercial
char fishery will be expected to pay its own way.

The Department of Economic Development and
Tourism is working on promoting arctic char to increase
its popularity both regionally and in southern Canada.

The department is also working to get approval
for a winter fishery when both the economics and the
logistics of getting the fish to market are better.
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According to regulations, the fish must arrive
unfrozen for inspection at a Fisheries and Oceans
licensed processing plant. 1If arrangements could be
made for inspections and supervision in the field, says
Simpson, then winter fishing through the ice might also

be commercially possibfe.

Fisheries and Oceans is expected to announce
commercial quotas for the Steensby Inlet area in March
or April. It should take about two months longer to

complete the financial analysis and make a final
decision on the establishement of a commercial arctic
char fishery for Igloolik.

- 30 -
CONTACT:

Larry simpson

Economic Development Officer
Resource Development

(819) 979-5311

OR

Sharon Buness

Public Affairs Officer
Igaluit

(819) 979-4245
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FUNDING RECEIVED FOR TRAPPING EXHIBIT ‘L/f
i
YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 13) - The Northern Heritage <}
Centre has received $36,000 to plan a major travelling <

exhibit on the importance of trapping to the people of
the North. 10N
11 : . Ev
When it's completed, in about a year and a L
half, the exhibit will be shown in both northern and ey
southern Canada," predicted Minister of Culture and pZE
Communications Nick Sibbeston. "This will be an }5:
advocacy exhibit, giving northern trappers an %><\
opportunity to present their point of view to a large héﬁ
national audience." E;;

The grant, which comes from the Museums —
Assistance Program of the National Museums of Canada, Un
is an indication of the Northern Heritage Centre's ~
national reputation for high professional standards, [Eﬂn

Mr. Sibbeston said. "We're also gratified that several Aar
major institutions across Canada have already expressed L
an interest in hosting the exhibit." ;;j
The display will be developed in consultation (U

with individuals and organizations in many northern e
communities and will consist of both objects and -
photographs. It will focus on the historical ﬁ%ﬁ
development of the trapping industry and its impact on [
human lives in the past and the present. =T
(¥
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The Centre will assign six staff people to
contribute to the project and will hire a co-ordinator
to oversee its development. Additional funding, to
construct and tour the exhibit, will be sought at a

later date.

- 30 -
CONTACT:

Lynette Harper 4
Curator, Education/Extension
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre

(403) 873-7684
OR

Candace Savage

Public Affairs Officer
Culture and Communications
(403) 873-7615



L

e O

_ <

=

87-008 Sodal

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN HOUSING WELCOMED =

. o _//V\

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 13) - People in the Northwest [42

Territories now have a greater say in matters relating <

to housing following the implementation of a

recommendation by the Special Committee on Housing. [ﬁj

. . 0 3 . /

Minister Responsible for the Housing P4

Corporation Michael Ballantyne says the move will help ;;Z

incorporate the practical needs and wants of northern &4}

communities. >i<

"Community councils will have the important i%f

duty of approving or disapproving public housing lots e

selected for construction," said Mr. Ballantyne. %4/
"Those councils and housing associations will be asked

to approve the positioning of new houses on the lots. 4}
We will use recommendations regarding changes whenever

possible.” Efi

[ur;

Most importantly, according to the Minister, Lot
"the councils, housing associations and people who have E{Z
recently lived in public and H.A.P. (Homeownership |
Assistance Program) housing will have the opportunity
to give their opinions on current designs."

A Design Committee of the Housing Corporation
has already begun the process of consulting with about

18 communities. It visited Rae on January 8th and will I
finish in the Baffin Region by early April this year. (Ef
©
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Mr. Ballantyne says ideas to improve existing
housing designs will be used where possible in the 1988
public housing and HAP designs. The criteria will
include cost effectiveness, technical feasibility and
legal building code requirements.

®

"If this community input process is successful,
the Design Committee will be sent out once again to
repeat the consultation exercise before any new designs
are developed," said Mr. Ballantyne.

"In addition to gathering specific information
about design preferences, the project will enhance and
develop better communication between the communities
and the Housing Corporation. 1It's another positive
step which meets not only the direction of the Special
Committee on Housing, but the goals of the Housing
Corporation as well."

- 30 -

CONTACT: Hiram Beaubier
President
(403) 873-7400
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FUNDING PROVIDED' FOR TRANSITION HOUSES AND A :Z, ~
CRISIS SHELTER (N
YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 13) - Two Transition Houses - 5ff
in Fort Smith and Igaluit - and a Crisis Centre in Inh
Tuktoyukuk will receive more than $160,000 from the P
Department of Social Services over the next three Z2
months. LT
(Y
The Minister, Bruce McLaughlin, says "these Ejz
programs have all come about through community i;\
initiatives and they will all be operated by local }ﬁ?
societies. We are convinced that this community-based i)
approach is our most effective option for providing B
help to victims of family violence." Ei
In Fort Smith, the Tawow Society opened its {?@
three-bedroom Transition House in November, with Terry e
Villeneuve as co-ordinator. Social Services, through (/4
its Family Violence Prevention Program, contributed Qﬂi
$58,000 to cover operations until March 31, 1987. [;;
"Nutarag Place", the Transition House in ?;f
Igaluit, will be opening scon. The House takes its name s
from a well-known Baffin elder who has been counselling li
people in the region for many years. The Baffin (o
Regional Agvvik Society has received $71,000 for |\
operational funding until the end of the fiscal year E=]
for the shelter. It has hired Susan Sammons as (Qﬁ
director. s
/L
o
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The Tuk Crisis Committee has received $34,200
to provide shelter and counselling to victims of
spousal assault, and others in crisis situations. The
centre will operate from a two-bedroom trailer and will

be open for 12 hours a .day, during the night.

"The people involved in establishing these
Houses have worked long and hard to build community
support, locate facilities and arrange funding," said
Mr. McLaughlin. "They deserve a great deal of credit."

The Family Violence Prevention Program also
provides operating funds for McAteer House, the
Transition House Program sponsored by the Yellowknife

YWCA.,

- 30 -

CONTACT:

Iris McCracken
Co-ordinator
Family Violence Prevention Program

Social Services
(403) 873-6257

OR

Candace SAvage

Public Affairs Officer
Culture and Communications
(403) 873-7615
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FUTURE OF NORTHERN TELEVISION TO BE DISCUSSED AT ~ /N
SYMPOSIUM 928
i\. )
YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 14) - The future of E}%
television in northern Canada will be discussed by | (T
participants from across the North at a symposium being el
held in Yellowknife January 15-16. E7//
s
The meeting, which has been convened by the NWT (Y9
Department of Culture and Communications, is bringing ij
together representatives of organizations concerned 5
with northern television programming from the NWT, “;ﬁ
Yukon, Arctic Quebec and Labrador. it
| E— 7,
Minister of Culture and Communications Nick i
Sibbeston says that the symposium will present a good (Y,
opportunity for potential users of television as a Lfi
communications vehicle in the North to determine what 9
they may be able to achieve together. ﬁ%f
. . . e
"Northern-oriented television programming has iy
been increasing in recent years, with CBC Northern L:f
Services and several aboriginal communications Vi 2%
societies starting into or expanding television p<e

. i —
production. As well, educators have begun looking to (gi
television for distance education purposes and the o
medium could become increasingly important for public iUU
information, including possible televising of some =
meetings of the legislative assemblies," noted Mr. ;44
Sibbeston. p—
F\’\"
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Among the issues to be discussed at the
Northern Television Symposium will be ' the possible
sharing of a northern television satellite transponder
by various organizations and ways in which northern
programming can be expanded.

- The recent federal task force on broadcasting -
policy in Canada supported the strengthening of CBC's
northern television service, and also suggested that
northern producers should have easier and cheaper
access to satellite time. The report also recommended
that the federal government fund a dedicated satellite
transponder to be shared by northern user groups.

Among the organizations which will be
represented at the symposium are six northern
aboriginal communications societies, the National
Aboriginal Communications Society, CBC Northern
Services, the Government of the NWT departments of
Culture and Communications and Education, the e, ,
Legislative Assembly of the NWT, and the Kativik School
Board from Arctic Quebec. Resource persons are also
attending from the federal departments of
Communications and the Secretary of State, the CRTC and

Telesat Canada.

Experiences encountered by the Learn Alaska
Television Network will also be considered, including
viewing of video tapes and a teleconference linkup with
participants in Juneau, Alaska.

The symposium is being held in the Legislative
Assembly Annex of the Yellowknife Inn.

_30_
CONTACT: Ross Harvey

Culture and Communications
(403) 873-7146
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GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS NEW HOTEL

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 15) - The Territorial
government is giving Nunasi Corporation $20,000 to help
it set up a company that would build a new hotel in

Pangnirtung. C—

The money will be used by the corporation --
the business arm of Inuit Tapirisat of Canada -- to \
incorporate the new company, assemble land in Pang and e
develop the hotel concept. ~

The corporation's plan is to finance the hotel
by offering 1 million common shares to the public, =
although 51 per cent of them would be reserved for
Inuit-owned or controlled companies or Inuit
individuals.

The government money is being contributed by )
the Tourism Facilities and Training Contribution Fund.

According to the corporation, a management -
study completed last summer proved there is a market in 7~
Pangnirtung for the new facility and a great deal of b
interest among companies and individuals in
participating in it. The corporation's tentative
schedule calls for it to be built in the fall of 1987.

1
= By

=V

|

—

"In this case, government is playing the very
legitimate role of helping people with demonstrated :
imagination and drive to achieve their goals," said
Tagak Curley, minister of economic development and :
tourism. "A new facility in Pangnirtung will also help :if
the people in the community by attracting more tourists 1
and providing jobs."
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Tourism is on the increase in the Pang area, in
part due to the creation of Auyittuq National Park near
the community and the development of nearby Kekerten

Island historical park.

- 30 -

CONTACT: Barry Craig
(403) 873-7251
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NORTH MAY GET ITS OWN TELEVISION NETWORK

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 19) - Northern Canada may
have its own television network as a result of an
agreement reached at the conclusion of a northern
television symposium in this northern capital Friday.

Representatives of broadcasters and potential
users of a northern network have agreed to urge the
federal government to accelerate funding for a northern
television transponder.

A northern transponder would give northern
broadcasters a complete television channel.
Programming from this new northern channel could be
received by all communities of the Yukon, Northwest
Territories, Arctic Quebec and Labrador, provided they
had appropriate receiver - transmitter facilities.

Those participating in the two-day symposium
included the governments of the NWT and Yukon; CBC
Northern Services; six aboriginal communications
societies from the Yukon, NWT, Arctic Quebec and
Labrador; the National Aboriginal Communications
Society; and the Kativik School Board (Arctic Quebec).
Resource people from the CRTC, Telesat Canada, and the
Federal Departments of Communications and the Secretary
of State also attended. The symposium was hosted by
the Territorial government's Department of Culture and
Communications.

|
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At the request of the symposium participants,
Minister of Culture and Communications Nick Sibbeston
and Minister of Education Dennis Patterson are sending
results of the meeting to appropriate federal ministers
and the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Culture and
Communications.

In addition to requesting a dedicated northern
satellite transponder, the deleglates agreed to carry
out an implementation study of a new northern
television network.

The study will examine the feasibility of
various options for funding and managing the new
network, and what the financial and technical
requirements would be. The report is to be prepared
within the next two and a half months by an independent
consultant who will report to a working committee of
representatives from the participating agencies.

The Department of Culture and Communications
has been asked to facilitate the network implementation
study and its review.

If a northern network does become a reality,
viewers from Yukon to Labrador would be able to tune in
a second channel which would carry a mix of
programming. This could include programs produced by
northern broadcasters (including CBC and aboriginal
communications societies); educational programming;
Coverage of the legislative assemblies; and programming
acquired from other sources which would be of interest
to Northerners - for example from other public
broadcasters, the National Film Board, or through
international exchanges.

The CBC national service would continue to be
available on its existing satellite channel. The new
network would be established as a separate, parallel
channel, giving Northerners another choice.
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In order to achieve this objective without the
communities having to dulicate existing satellite
receiving facilities, the symposium urged Telesat
Canada to review current channel assignments on Anik DI
and to identify a transponder for the potential users

for 1988.

Establishing the new network would require a
commitment from the federal government for the leasing
of the satellite transponder, as well as some other
related costs. This was a key recommendation of the
recent federal Task Force on Broadcasting Policy
(Caplan/Sauvageau), which recognized the current
limitations on expanding northern programming via
existing distribution systems.

The task force report recommended that
"...native communications societies and the CBC
Northern Service share a satellite transponder
dedicated to serving northern communities.

Furthermore, ... that the Government of Canada increase
allocations to the NNBAP in order to cover costs
associated with the shared transponder option.

The NNBAP (Northern Native Broadcast Access
Program), which is administered by the Department of
the Secretary of State, funds 13 aboriginal
communications societies to produce native-language
radio and television programming. The current NNBAP
expires on March 31, 1987 and the program is up for
renewal.

CONTACT: Ross Harvey
Culture and Communications
(403) 873-7146
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HOUSING CORPORATION RECRUITING NATIVES B

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 19) - The NWT Housing
Corporation is launching an employee recruiting drive
among native people. . L

Corporation representatives are to visit [
communities in every region to identify and contact ]
people interested in working for the corporation, (
While the corporation has an affirmative action s
plan that has already met with some success, it (i
believes the intense community awareness program it is
now launching will recruit a lot more native employees.

The awareness program was announced today by
Michael Ballantyne, minister responsible for the |0
corporation. o=

"Every effort will be made to contact people st
interested in seeking a career with the corporation,” V)
said the minister. e

The corporation is looking for people to fill i
both existing and future positions and in-service —
training positions. These positions are available in P
the communities, regional offices and Yellowknife
headquarters.

)

e

//‘
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e

People interested in finding out if the E;;
corporation will be visiting their community should §f&
call collect to the offices of the corporation in —
Yellowknife at (403) 920-6531. v d

L
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MANDIN GNWT CLAIMS NEGOTIATOR

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 20) - Dan Mandin is the
GNWT's Dene Metis Negotiator. He accepted the position
.effective January 2.

Originally from the province of Saskatchewan,
Mandin came North in 1981 as editor of Native Press, a
position he held until 1984.

In 1984, he became the Executive Assistant to
Nick Sibbeston who was then Minister of Local
Government.

In 1985, he was named Political Development
Advisor for the Aboriginal Rights and Constitutional
Development Secretariat.

Mandin holds a B.A. in film studies from
Carleton University. When he was offered the position
of editor of Native Press in 1981, he has completed 3.5
years towards his journalism degree also at Carleton.

Y-

CONTACT: Bev Latham
Public Affairs Officer
873-7343
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE UP IN THE KITIKMEOT

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 20) - There has been an
across-the-board increase in school attendance in the
Kitikmeot.

According to Minister of Education Dennis
Patterson, attendance in grades one to nine has
improved in each of the six communities in the region.
In November (the last month for which figures are
available), it stood at an impressive 84% overall, 9%
higher than the same month in the previous year.

"Credit for the improvement must go to local

education authorities, who have been actively promoting

school attendance," Mr. Patterson said. He suggested
that another factor may be the recent amendment to the
Education Act, which gave local authorities the power

to enforce attendance. "The publicity surrounding that

change has also kept the issue in people's minds."

Specific credit is due to each Kitikmeot
community, Mr. Patterson said. Spence Bay takes the
honour for highest attendance, with a rate of 93% for
November. Cambridge Bay is in second place with 88%.
Coppermine, Holman, and Gjoa Haven, all of which have
reached about the 80% mark, take the prize for
improvement, with increases of 19%, 15% and 12%
respectively. Pelly Bay showed a more modest increase
but continues to maintain the high average attendance
rate of 85% that it established last year.
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"LEA's and school staff in each community are
to be congratulated for their continuing interest and
hard work in helping to eliminate the attendance
problem in the Kitikmeot," Mr. Patterson said.

- 30 -
CONTACT:
Tom Stewart (403) 983~-2137
Regional Superintendent

Kitikmeot Region
Department of Education

OR
Candace Savage (403) 873-7615

Public Affairs Officer
Culture and Communications
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HISTORIC EXPEDITION RECEIVES GNWT SUPPORT

IQALUIT (Jan. 20) - Four adventurers who plan
to travel by dog team and retrace the route of the last
great Inuit migration from Baffin Island to Greenland
will receive close to $11,000 in support funding from
the GNWT.

The assistance was announced today by
Government Leader Nick Sibbeston who is also the
minister responsible for the Territorial government's

department of culture and communications. jzi
| SR
The funding is being provided to the @Z}
Qitdlarrsuaqg Expedition in exchange for photographs, Fi(
artifacts and educational and historical material from -
the expedition. The material will eventually be used Mﬁf
in the NWT school curriculum and by the Prince of Wales e
Northern Heritage Centre. The team plans to use the Ei;

funding to purchase traditional caribou and sealskin
clothing to be used during the four month journey over
some of the toughest terrain on Baffin Island and
Northern Greenland.

S

Mr. Sibbeston said the commemorative journey,
125 years after the arrival of the great Inuit leader
and shaman Qitdiarssuag - in Greenland - will "draw
significant attention to the fact that native people
were the original explorers of the Arctic.”

RS IR

He added that all residents of the Northwest
Territories and, in particular, its young people will
benefit from the increased knowledge of and pride in
the traditional ways of the Inuit that will result from
re-creation of the historical journey.
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Qitdiarssuag is believed to have been born in the
Cumberland Sound area of Baffin Island, near where
Pangnirtung is today. Historical records indicate that
he led the last gread Inuit migration to Greenland.

His group of about 40 men, women and children followed
a route which took them over the rugged terrain of
Baffin and Ellesmere Islands and across the frozen sea
ice of Smith Sound to the coast of Greeland in about
1862. Their arrival resulted in an exchange of
technology that proved to be extremely useful to the
survival of both groups.

The Qitdiarrsuaqg Expedition team includes
leader and organizer Renee Wissink, 28, team members
Theo Ikkumag, 32, and Paul Apak, 31, all of Igloolik,
as well as expedition photographer Mike Beedell, 30, of
Ottawa. Ikkumagq and Apak are direct descendents of
Qitdiarssuaqg. All four team members are experienced
Arctic travellers and each brings special areas of
expertise to the expedition. Three members are
experienced handlers and breeders of the hardy Canadian
Eskimo dog, which will be used exclusively for
transportation during the journey.

The group plans to leave Igloolik in mid-March
with 42 dogs in four teams. They will travel overland
north to Pond Inlet and Arctic Bay and then cross the
sea-ice of Lancaster Sound to Devon Island. The coast
of this area is a major habitat for polar bears. From
Devon Island they will travel across Jones Sound to
Grise Fiord, over south Ellesmere Island, and then
across Makinson Inlet where they hope to visit one of
the winter campsites left by the original expedition.
From Makinson Inlet, they will head further north to
Pim Island, crossing several major glacier-covered
headlands. This is expected to be the mest arducus and
dangerous portion of the journey. The team has been
preparing for it by practicing glacier and crevasse
rescue techniques in advance of their journey.
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From Pim Island, the expedition will head
across the frozen sea-ice of Smith Sound to Etah in
north Greenland, where Qitdlarssuaqg is believed to have
arrived more than a century ago with his group. From
there, the team will travel south to other small
coastal communities, and hopes to meet some of the
scattered descendants of the original expedition along
the way. They plan to arrive at Thule Airbase for an
airlift back home in late June.

In addition to support from the GNWT, the

expedition is being sponsored by the Baffin Tourism
Association, First Air, the Inuit Cultural Institute
the Donner Foundation, Indian and Northern Affairs
Canada, Canada North Outfitting Ltd. McLaren
Advertising, Daymen Photo, Olympus Cameras, Karhu
Skiis, a number of outdoor equipment firms including
Trailhead and Clorothylie, and through private
donations. Donations are tax deductable and may be
sent to "The Qitdiarssuaq Expedition, General Delivery,
Igloolik, NWT, XO0A OLO. Donors of $2500 or more will
receive an audio-visual presentation by one of the
expedition following its completion. Those who donate
$1500 will receive five custom photographic prints from
the expedition, and donors of $500 will receive a
limited edition lithograph of a scene from the
expedition.

Expedition members have been working with their
dog teams since last summer, preparing for the
gruelling journey. They have now entered a final
two-month intensive training period which will be spent
travelling and working in terrain similar to that which
they will encounter during their three and a half month
journey.
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They plan to make their official departure from
Igloolik in mid-March.

- 30 -
(Team member profiles, expedition background
and map attached).

CONTACT:

Renee Wissink
Qitdiarssuaq Expedition Headquarters

819-934-8883
OR

Sharon Buness
Public Affairs Officer
819-979-4245
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QITDLARSSUAQ EXPEDITION MEINBERS

RENEE WISSINK- 23 year old expedition lsader Rense Wissiak, (REAN-AY
WIS-SINK) ls 6 farmer school sclonce teachor whe hes besa ruaaing dag teams ia
Cagede's eastera Arctle the pest five years. He a0v lives ia Igloolik on Balfin
leland, where ho breeds Cansdiss Bokims dogs and operates ea cutfittiag business,
Ultima Thuls Expeditions. Bis company supplied close to half of the Canedian Eskimo
dogs ueed on the Steger laterastional Poles Expedivion’s successful 1986 uncupported
dog team expedition ta the North Pels. Stager has credited the eadurence and staming of
this herdy breod with gettlag the team over the tsughest part of the journey --through
the firet hundred miles of formidably procoure ice close to Fllesmere laland. Vissink
was 8 cuccesaful pecticipant ia the fiest descants of both the McEeand and Armshow
Bivers on Baffln lsland and ez o gulds and cutfitter Bas esndusted touce ln both
Auyuittuq Ratienad Park and on Bylot leland, Wiselak's dream of setracing the routes of
some of the great explorers by dog team 6ad hls fescinstion with the Qitdlarasusq
isgend led to the formation of the Qitdlaremuaq Bxpadition.

THEO IRKUIMAQG-— 32 ysar old Th 2 Ikkumag (THEE-08 IE-008-MAHK) is s direct
descendant of Qitdlacesuaq fram both (e Greeniend uad Beffln branches of the great
fesdor's clan. He grow up I selated cutpest camps sear | where his fumity
malntalaed ¢ very teaditionsl ehalstance huating lifestyle. As & result, Theo grew up
tround dog teams and eventually becase ¢ breedsr of Cansdiag Eskimo dogs ia his own
right. Following his education in Reaswable Resource Techaology at Thobachs Collage
in Fort Smith, NWT, Theo served as o Wildlife Officer with the Territorial Department of
Renowable Resources ia & aumber of Baffla communities. Ralsed in the teaditisnal
ways of the Intlt, Theo bringe to the expedition both o lifetime of experiencs living and
traveiling ia the harsh conditlens of esslera arcuc wintars as well as 4 stroag
techalcal backgronnd which lacludes suparties with polar bear detarrents,

PAUL APAK-31 yesr oid Paul Apak (PAEL AH-PAHE) was samed afler

's wife, Apak (Agpeq), and ie also a direct descondant of the groat chaman,
mudunmﬂmmewﬂnm'uhnudmummmm
teaditional of che 14 Baffin communities. Since his father relsed Exkimo dogs,
Peul has bees arcuad teams all his tife and Is now an expert dog hasdler aad breeder as
well as ¢ seasened Arctic travelier, For the last € years, he has bosg employed as o
tsievision cafisiiman and producer of Iauit cultural pregrams with the iauit
Broedcasting Carporation. Paul will ba sheoting film along the Wiy aad produciag o
talevision program for IBC based oa the Qitdlaresuaq Expadition's jouraey to Gresnland.

MIKE BEEDELL- At 30, Miks Beadalf (BEE-DELL) is siready well-known to maay
Casnadisns, both through his book of Arctic phatogrephy, ‘The Mageetic North " and
his recent jouracy through the Northwest Passage by calamaren with Joff Maclanis,
eon of reacwaed Arctic scleatit, De. Joo Maclnals. Based In Outews, Miks is
photsjournslist with ¢rodits in a long list of Canedian and interaational nature, sutdoor
and travel magesines. He loalao o eoe gulds with 8 years of eaperisace 1n Apctic
teavel. Mike has led ki tours on the Pesney lce Cop in Auyuitug Netiopel Park for
Trailhead of Otiewa, donte river rusning ea the Coppermine and Neheani Rivers and s
aa exparienced acean ksyaker. In additlon to providing ble coverage of the
in Bounislastciag end clacat teevel By tho e the Expodinn dogarts 1eaath ia
|oun en . )

said-March, he vlﬁ bave eoquired dog-loam driviag akills snd will run his cva Gzam
throughout the sxpeditien.
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QITDLARSSUAQ EXPEDITION

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Qltdiarseueq was & great Inuit leader and shaman who is believed to heve bean bara
in the Cumberlaad Sound erea of Baffin lsland, near where Pangairuag is today.
Historice! rocords indicets that he lod the last great lavit migration to Gresnlaad.
His group of sbout 40 men, women and children followed a route which took thea
over the rugged terrain of Baffla and Ellessaere Inlands and acrose the frozen 8ed ice
of Smith Sound to the cosmt of Greenland in shout 1862, Their arrival resultad in an
exhenge of technology with the Gresnlandic lauit that proved to be extremely
useful to the survival of both groups.

Qitdlaresunq niso travelied mnﬁvﬂ& on north Baffin Island during his lifetime,
and became knowa (o many psople for his powers as & shaman, There sre many
sories sad isgends aboutl this poverful man, both amoang the coastal peopls of
northern Gresnland ead the peaple of Igloolik and other north Beffin communities.
He was a8 much feared 83 heo was respacied. Bis same Is also mentioned in the writtea
records of & aumber of the Furopean explorers of that time, giving hilstoricsl
validity to o sega which might otherwise regisln only as legend.

Qltdlsresuaq's journey was in every sense @ true exploration. Although he followed
& treditions! overisnd routs to Gresalaad, it is belleved to have been unfamilise o
the psople of his time and known to them only through stories handed dowan from
the past. Qitdlarssuaq, with 8 spirit of edventure and & desire to see new places led his
poople into unfemiliar terrain, ssarching for ¢ aev land.

Oledlasssuang's oxpedidon differsd in oge major way, however, from the European
explorstions of the Ume. Instesd of travelling with & group of hardy male
edventurers, his expedition iacluded small chiidren sad vomen caArrylag young
babies la the hoods of their "emautiqs” (hooded caribou skin parkss). As ¢ he
wis ebligated to help the group find eaimals which could be huntad (o easure their
survivel during the srduous joursey. Travelling with such & lerge group also
glowed their progress. It must have wken & very strong leader lo preserve the
cohealveness of the group duriag the saversl years of difficulties encountered oa
this 1000 mile trek over soms of the toughest terraln in the vorld.

In 1908, Danish explorer Enud Resmiuseen recorded a detalled sccount of
Gitdlaresuag's migeation. The elory vas ioid to Bim by two Gresnisaders, Merquesq,
an old man Who wes bora during the ectual journey aad Paslgpak, whoss
grandfather was one of the originel immigrasts. They described aq as
being quite old when the journey begaa. He was balding, (“his forehesd was aot
covered by halr") an unusual occurence among Iauit, suggesting that he was very
old indesd, His hair was whits. Included in their tale was & list of the admes of
peopla who followed Qitdlarssueq, 80 that a later yeard it hes besn bls ta tracs
maay l:‘t;dﬂiu;rqu's descondants, vho now live in Igloolik, Pond Ialet end

Qlidlarpsung is belioved to have hed ssveral motives for his jouraey. It is thought
that he may heve been directly iaveived in the desths of & sumber of people near
Pond Inlet and Igloolik, poseibly through using his powers ae ¢ shaman, or that ke
wis s descendaat of & murderer. Either way, he became ¢ slrong targel for avenging
relatives. Thus, he had g siroag deslre o get eway o & place where the avengers
wore unlikely follow,
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Qitdlarseueq s aleo bellaved (o Bave hoard ¢f & small commuaity of people liviag ot
Etah, in cosstal Greenland [rom laglafield, one of the many explorers of around that
time who were searchlag for the Freakila expadition. From that iaformation,
Qitdiareeuaq developed o dosire to ezplore aad flad these other peopls.

Merqueaq conflrmed this, telllng Peamussea, "ANar Qlidlaresuaq heand that there
were lault over on the other elds of the sea, he could aever sottls down 1o saything
sgaln, He held greet eonjuretions of spirits 1o the presance of the people of the
village. Ho meds his soul take loag journeys through the alr, with his halplag
Epirits, ts look for the couatey of the etraage lauit. Al last one day he lnforsed his
fellow villagers that he had fousd the aew couatryl Aad he told them Lhat he wee
golng 1o journey to the strange people and he exhortad thea all to follow him. “Do
;ouﬂtiwgamm aev couatries? Do you kaow the desire lo 899 BeW peoplal,
] s them" ‘

ierquesq ssld the jouraey begas I wiater after the Light returaed. They travelled
with 10 huge eledges (kamatiqe) pulled by a8 many s tweaty doge each aad found
plenty of animals along the way. They were forced to make thelr way over huge
glaciers o avold strstehes of open waler, Whea the lce broke up la epring, they
would establish o permanent camp near & food fishing plece ead from there huat
for winter suppliss. As the dark seassa approached they built elone houses roofed
g&#‘:‘m aad from there walted uatil the light returned eaough o resume thelr

After two winters, recountsd Merguesq, oae of the oldest men Ia the g‘nup. Ocqe
(Okee) grew homesick, and begea loa to ¢ot whale smeat again, He bogan b0
caocul?gc pe&plo 6 fose thelr md o sli:d!mﬁaa tinih to tura Mf’m gm The
t¥o old men began W argue &a t the group. \ &8
aad 24 peapls turned back, leaving the other 3 o3 ‘glo 14 paople, hc.l‘m‘
Orqe's son Minlk, to continue the joursey.

Qltdlarsmiag assured his remalaing followers thet It was not much farther (0 the aew
countey. Rie sirong leaderahip helped 1 coavince them, It is sald that he had more
grenfth and endurance then the others even though he was the oldest. He was
siways the first to break camp, driving his aledge ahead of the rest. Peopls following
behind sald that &8 they struggled along after dack, "they could sse o flams buraing
ebove his head: so great was his might’.

Finslly they reached the opposite coast, discovering soms ¢mpty dwellinge, but ae
people, Eventually one day they sav two sirange slodges approaching and smet (wo
buaters from the tribe they Were looklag for. Qne of thess tWo had & wooden leg, and
Merquesaq's focy expleing thet at firet, the Baffin Inuit theught that all Greenland
Iault hed ane log sade of wesd, '

Merqueaq sald, "We taught these pecple maay thinge” They showed them how ta
build anow-huls with aa yndergrouad entreace {0 keep the cold out, how o make
gad use the bow and errow to get ceribou, how W spear "salmon® (erctic char") in
sireams and how to bulld and bunt from kayaks. All of the older Gresaland lauit had
died 1n sa epidemic and the kncwisdge had been lost 10 the young poople. They could
build makeahift anow huts, but dida't kaow how 10 huat ¢ariboy, or that it wis food
for people. They wore only sealakin clothing, and were aot able to make warmer
clothing from caribou skia, But the Grosnlenders also tsught the Beffla Isuit. The
Greealandic sledge, with its upright handles, was essler W maneuver sad was
guickly sdopted by the neveomen.

alite 4
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For alx years, the Baffln lault lived among the Gresnland Ipuilt, later-mesrylag ead
meking thelr home with them. But Qitdlarssuag, who "wasold by thea, with children
ead children's children® wes struck with o dsalre o see his country egaln before he
died. All vho came with him, decided to retura, except kils son Itsukusuk, who wanled
to stay behind beceuss his child was slck.

Qitdlarssung died durlag the firel winter of the return Jouraey. After thet, things did

aot go well for the remslning trevellers. Famine broke out during their second

wiater, ead maay began to starve. Qitdlarssuaq's wife, Agpaq died of hunger with

gaveral others, Two of the men who wore fefl begaa to esl the dead bodies sad

sommitied mupder to got mops to eat. Merqueaq sav his mother and father eaten end

;umdmn ufn hilmself, but his brother rescued him ln time. Merqusaq lost aa eye
& struggle.

The remalnlag fow decided to turs Yook, Five years afier leaving with Qitdlacesueq,
baving esteg all their dogs in order W survive, they arrived beck in Greenland on
foot. Only three ot four of the originel imwmigrants ware il alive ig Gresnland by
the tims Merqusaq told his siory 1o Rascmussen.

SOURCES:

MARY-ROUSSELIERE OBLI, Wg
1620, QITDLARSSUAQ, The Story of & Polar Migration, (Unpublished English
transistion.) Published in French by Les Presses de I'Usiveraite de Montreal,

UVDLORIAQ, Iauterssuaq
1976, Gltdlarssuakunnik ogelualaq, Yalstdlit-ausane, (Uapublished English
giusmm b;; Eenn Harper and Nevarsna Becper satitled “The Narrative of
tdlascaueq”,

RASMURSEN, Eaud
1908, The Peaple of the Palar North, A Record; Loadon

FETERSEN, Robert
1962, The Last Eskimo Immigration into Greenland, Folk, Void, pp 93-110,
Capenhazesn,
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GOVERNMENT ASSISTS CLINIC

INUVIK (Jan. 21) - The Territorial government
is contributing $20,000 to help a doctor here construct
the first private medical clinic in the community.

Dr. Terry Fellows has been a physician in
Inuvik for six years.

The government contribution, announced today by
Tagak Curley, minister of economic development and
tourism, is coming from the Financial Assistance to
Business program administered by Curley's department.

Dr. Fellow's clinic principally will involve
family practice and obstetrics.

Meanwhile, Curley intends to ask the federal
government to make the start-up costs associated with
private clinics providing personal health-care services
(such as medical, dental, eye clinics, etc.) eligible
for business-assistance funding under the next
federal-territorial Economic Development Agreement due
to begin in April. Such funding is not part of the
current EDA.

"This government encourages and supports the
development of the service industry in the north,
including personal health care," the minister said.
"These services are a vital part of our lives and of
our economy."

- 30 -

CONTACT: Culture and Communications
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(403) 873-7251
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FOOD CONFERENCE A FIRST

A
RIERTS NIERS NIERS

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 22) - Canada's first-ever
northern food conference will be held here Feb. 18 and
19.

The two-day meeting is being called to look at
ways to expand the domestic food industry -- one that
can supply northerners with a cheaper alternative to ox o
imported food -- and at the same time develop export ?Z?
markets in the south for the excess. =

=

Tagak Curley, minister of economic development }g{f
and tourism, is sponsoring the conference at The e
Explorer Hotel. ' ?ZZ

About 100 delegates are expected to attend from @Zz
all sectors of the northern food industry -- E:\
producers, processors, distributors, consumers -- along E§<
with government departments, native organizations and Hf/
regulatory agencies. Some southern representatives -
also are expected. 5@/

"The Territorial government is interested in @Z{
helping stimulate our small domestic food industry in E:\
order to reduce the need for high-cost imports," the .
minister said. "We already have programs to help T g
people establish country-food businesses but it's not |
enough." i;;

Curley added that it's also timely to discuss @x;
the development of export markets because of the £t
excellent reception northern country foods such as i<i
muskox, char and whitefish received at Expo through the .~
NWT pavilion there. IUlF

—/
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During® the conference a variety of northern
foods will be displayed while all meals will be
specially-prepared northern dishes.

Glenn Warner, head of the NWT Water Board and
an owner of Bathurst Inlet Lodge, is general chairman
of the meetings.

Delegates will discuss and make recommendations
in four areas: current and potential supply and demand
for products across the NWT and the rest of Canada; the
capacity of the existing infrastructure to meet current
and future demands; food-handling and public-health
regimes, and the respective roles of government and the
private sector in developing the industry.

During the two days a total of seven panels
will be held -- an overview of the northern food
industry (chaired by Warner); the Expo 86 experience
and aftermath (George Braden); Resources and production
potential (Bob Wooley); Meeting demand (Harry Baim);
Marketing and distribution (Peter von Lipinsky);
Regulatory environment (Mike Pontus), and Traditional
agriculture (Joe Kronstal).

Persons wishing more information, or a
registration kit, should contact Syd Kirwan in the
Department of Economic Development and Tourism in
Yellowknife at (403) 873-7391 or Alan Vaughan at
873-7115. Don Anderson, manager of the NWT pavilion
restaurant, Icicles, at Expo 86, is planning and
co-ordinating the conference. Registration is $25.

- 30 -

CONTACT: Culture and Communications
(403) 873-7251
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GOVERNMENT INTRODUCES EMPLOYEE SUGGESTION AWARDS
PROGRAM

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 23) - The Territorial
government today launched an innovative program to
reward employees for suggestions that improve the
public service.

The new Employee Suggestion Awards program is
expected to more than pay for itself, says Finance
Minister Tom Butters, by saving the government more
money than it will award employees for their
suggestions.

For most of the government's 4,500 employees
it's a chance to earn from $50 to $2,500 for practical
suggestions that, if implemented, save the government
money or increase its effectiveness, efficiency or
productivity.

"Nobody is more qualified to suggest how an
organization can save money or be more effective than
the very people who work in the system," said Butters.

Many organizations in North America operate
incentive and recognition programs to reward employees
because, in the case of most workers, it is not a
condition of employment that they improve the system
but solely function efficiently within it.

The size of cash awards will be determined by
how much money the government saves or, in the case of
intangible benefits, how much they improve the system.
All successful ideas adopted by the government will be
recognized by the program.

.

Northwest
Territories Culture & Communications

Government of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, NW.T. Canada X1A 2L9 / Telex: O34-45504
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The Employee Suggestion Awards program is being
administered by the government's Financial Management
Secretariat under the direction of a management
committee composed of several deputy ministers.

A number of employees are excluded from
participating, including deputy ministers and regional
directors. Management personnel under the government's
Hay Plan can only participate if their suggestions are
outside the scope of their normal responsibilities.

Suggestions with regard to government policy
are excluded from the program.

Explanatory literature introducing the program

~

cas AigEributa ~ = ey T ~3as
was distributed to all employees today.

CONTACT: Fred Chambers
Co-ordinator
Employee Suggestion Awards
(403) 873-7539
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CONSULTATIONS SCHEDULED

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan.23) - The Regional and Tribal
Councils Review Co-ordinating Committee will begin its
consultations with regional and tribal councils and
other groups and organizations in February, says
committee chairman George Braden.

The review co-ordinating committee was created
by Government Leader Nick Sibbeston in October, 1986,
to carry out a major review of regional and tribal
councils in order to provide a base from which future
directions and policies might be developed. It will
examine historical, current, and anticipated
developments of all regional and tribal councils,
whether incorporated under NWT legislation or not. The
committee's report will be submitted to Mr. Sibbeston
later this year.

At its second meeting, held in Yellowknife on
January 14, the eight-member committee developed its
plan for carrying out the review.

As well as developing the work plan, the
committee developed and reviewed draft questionnaires
to be circulated to groups throughout the NWT and to be
used as a basis for discussion with regional and tribal
councils. A list of groups and organizations which will
be consulted during the review was also discussed.

The review committee plans to meet with
Speakers and executive directors of all the regional
and tribal councils on February 25.
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"The next few months will be busy," said Mr.
Braden, "but our first two meetings have laid a solid
foundation for the major review task which lies ahead."

Committee member Gary Black, associated deputy
minister of the Executive, Government of the NWT, has
been chosen as the committee's deputy chairman.

Other members of the review co-ordinating
committee are: Al Menard, deputy minister, Department
of Municipal and Community Affairs; Charles Overvold,
Aboriginal Rights and Constitutional Development
Secretariat; former Rankin Inlet Mayor Jack Anawak;
former Inuvik Mayor John Hill; Mark Evaluarjuk,
Speaker, Baffin Regional Council; and Rae-Edzo Chief
Joe Rabesca, representing the Dogrib Tribal Council.

More information about the committee's work and
schedule may be obtained from committee co-ordinator
Dennis Lowing at 873-7910.

- A -

CONTACT: Dennis Lowing
(403) 873-7910
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SALARY SUBSIDY FOR COMMUNITY RECREATION LEADERS
AVAILABLE
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YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 5) - The Minister of
funicipal and Community Affairs, Gordon Wray, has
announced the introduction of a new program that will
provide salary subsidies of up to 80% to help
communities employ trained recreation leaders and
facility managers.
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According to Mr. Wray, the program was
developed in conjunction with Arctic College's
Community Recreation Leaders' Program (CRLP) and exists
primarily to provide salary assistance for graduates of

that program.

SINTEBVASN]

"As a government, we recognize the importance
of recreation in promoting healthier lifestyles in our
communities," Mr. Wray said. "In order to be assured
of broad-based recreation programming, we need
well-trained professional staff throughout the
Territories. These two programs, the CRLP and the
salary subsidy, are designed to make that goal a
reality."

AR
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Students are accepted into the CRLP on the
recommendation of their home communities, with the
expectation that they will return home to work as
recreation leaders when their two years of training is
complete. The salary subsidy will be available for
these graduates. An additional provision of the
program will allow communities to hire trained
recreation staff while their sponsored student is at
the CRLP.
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SALARY SUBSIDY FOR LEADERS PAGE: 2

The subsidy will also be available to help
communities hire other "qualified northerners" --
people who have lived in the North for at least three
years and whose training equals or surpasses that
provided by the Community Recreation Leaders' Program.
Existing recreation leaders who have these
qualifications will be included in the program.

Qualified staff who operate and maintain
recreation facilities are also covered by the subsidy

program, provided the community owns and operates two
or more major recreational facilities.

"In the past few years, our communities have
enjoved a significant expansion in recreation
facilities. We are aware of the need to have these
facilities staffed by competent personel,”" Mr. Wray
said.

A manual outlining the program in detail is
available from the Sport and Recreation Division of the
Department of Municipal and Community Affairs in
Yellowknife.

- 30 -
CONTACT:

Brian Burrill (403) 873-7755
Leadership Programs Supervisor
Municipal and Community Affairs

OR

Candace Savage {403) 873-7615
Public Affairs Officer
Culture and Communications
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OPERATION FOX MOTH

N
N,

=)

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 5) - A group of Yellowknife
residents has plans to construct a $300,000 Aviation
Hall at the Northern Heritage Centre, Commissioner John
Parker said today. A

% 2

S
N

N

\

The hall, attached to the museum, would allow D

for repatriation and display of the Territorial g
government's Fox Moth aircraft - presently on loan to (UL
the Western Canada Air Museum in Winnipeg. The Fox 2t
Moth is one of two aircraft of that type still in 'i<:
existence in Canada. ;???
|Uu

Members of the Yellowknife society, registered B

as Operation Fox Moth, plan to donate their own time C:i
and corporate efforts towards raising the necessary ~
project funds in southern Canada and in construction of t <L
the facility at no cost to the government. <

Dana Ferguson, of Ferguson, Simek and Clark and
president of the newly-registered society, said its
members will not compete with local charitable
organizations in their fund raising efforts. He said
there would be substantial "in kind" contributions by
society participants and that approaches for financial
assistance would be made to the aviation industry and
related corporations outside of the NWT.

Once the project is completed the assets will
become the property of the Northern Heritage Centre.
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OPERATION FOX MOTH PAGE: 2

Other executive members of the society include:
Chris Stephens, Director of the Northern Heritage
Centre (vice-president), Ted Richard, MLA Yellowknife
South (Secretary) and Gerry Avery, Hinchey, Wowk,
Williams, Avery & Co. (treasurer).

Founding members include the current executive
as well as Mark Dodd of NWT Air, Marvin Robinson of
Robinson Trucking, Nick Marach of the Territorial
Department of Public Works and Highways, Fred Russel of
PCL Constructors Western Ltd., David Lovell of the
Yellowknife Heritage Committee and John Argue,
executive assistant to Commissioner John Parker.

Tc date, the society has been incorporated,
project costs have been itemized, a project schedule

has been established and a marketing outline has been
drafted.

Ferguson said that "if half a dozen major
sponsors come forward, the project will begin in March
with an expected completion in July of this year."”

At that point the Fox Moth would be transported
from Winnipeg and exhibit design and fabrication will

proceed, using NWT Expo Pavilion materials., It is
hoped the public will have access to the Hall in late

summer,

The Fox Moth aircraft was designed and produced
in the early 1930's by De Havilland in response to the
demand for an inexpensive ($4,500), but
high-performance carrier. The aircraft carried a
maximum payload of 900 pounds and had room for three
passengers in additicn to the pilot. It had a cruising
speed of 96 m.p.h. and an air range of 375 miles.

While the 1930s saw use of the Fox Moth on
short domestic runs, the next decade saw the production
of "frontier-specific" designs.

The Canadian-built Moth had the cabin area
strengthened, the portside door enlarged to ease the
loading of bulky freight and stretchers and the cockpit
widened and covered. Mining, exploration and transport
companies used this version - equipped with wheel,
float or ski as one of the work-horses of the day.



OPERATION FOX MOTH PAGE: 3

Polaris Charter Co., owned by Max Ward, used a
Fox Moth for transportation out of Yellowknife in the
late 1940's. McAvoy Diamond Drilling and Development
Co. purchased a Fox Moth (CFBNL) in May of 1946. That
aircraft, piloted by Gordon Wonnacott, crashed at
Porridge Lake on October 4 of 1946.

In 1977, former NWT Commissioner Stuart Hodgson
approved a proposal to recover and rebuild a Fox Moth
for display at the Northern Heritage Centre. The main
aircraft frame came from the Porridge Lake crash site

and over a seven-year period the craft, using salvage
from two other Fox Moths, was restored to
near-airworthy standards.

However, once the restoration was completed,
there was no museum space available to properly display
the Fox Moth and it was loaned to the Western Canada
Air Museum. Since then, Commissioner Parker and the
Yellowknife Heritage Committee have been seeking a
display "home" for the aircraft.

With the proposal by business and professional
interest, Operation Fox Moth was born.

- 30 -

CONTACT: Chris Stephens
Director
Northern Heritage Centre
(403) 873-7685
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COMMUNITY RECREATION LEADER'S PROGRAM TO BE BASED
IN INUVIK

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 5) - The Community Recreation
Leaders' Program will be permanently based at the
Inuvik Campus of Arctic College.

The program, which is a joint project of the
Departments of Education and Municipal and Community
Affairs, was established last year to provide trained
recreation leaders in the NWT. It was delivered at the
Thebacha Campus in Fort Smith during its first year,
while a permanent location was being chosen.

According to Gordon Wray, the Minister of
Municipal and Community Affairs, all regions of the
Northwest Territories are represented in this program.
"Each region is guaranteed at least one student each

intake, with the balance of students coming from
communities displaying organizational requirements such
as effective recreation committees and recreation
facility infrastructure."

Minister of Education Dennis Patterson points
to the recreation facilities at the Inuvik Campus

(formerly the Canadian Forces Base) as one reason for
the choice of location. "The town of Inuvik has been
very supportive of both Arctic College and the
Community Recreation Leaders' Program. We see this as
a flagship program that will provide a real foundation
for the new campus."”
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LEADER'S PROGRAM TO BE BASED IN INUVIK PAGE: 2

The Ministers agree that the climate and
geography of Inuvik are also an advantage, since they
approximate the conditions students will encounter in
their home communities.

At present, there are eighteen students in the

two-year program, each selected and sponsored by his or
her home community. The students will return home for
a term of practical training in April and recommence
their courses in Inuvik in the fall.

_30_
CONTACT: Sandy Osborne (403) 920-6357
Public Affairs Officer
Arctic College

OR

Candage Savage (403) 873-7615

Public Affairs Officer
Culture and Communications
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TOURISM STRATEGY PAYING DIVIDENDS
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YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 10) - TravelArctic's new <
three-year Tourism Marketing Strategy is "already -
paying dividends," according to Economic Development iFU
and Tourism Minister Tagak Curley. £

o

He said today that three new tour wholesalers E;i
from Alberta have been identified and are interested in &2}
establishing new tours into the NWT. The tours are in
scheduled to begin this summer. ;i,

10N

The Tourism Marketing Strategy was designed to %::
pick up on the momentum established by the highly P 4
successful NWT Expo 86 Pavilion. E;:

v /L

The Alberta tour wholesalers are: David Li;
Thompson Tours, based in Red Deer; Arctic Adventure E:\
Holidays Ltd., based in Calgary; and Canada Motor Coach A

Tours of Edmonton, an affiliate of Greyhound Bus Lines.

Mr. Curley said TravelArctic has been working
closely with the southern-based operators, putting them
in touch with northern operators, cutfitters and
businesses.
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TOURISM STRATEGY PAYING DIVIDENDS PAGE: 2

"It's our intention to organize high quality
tour packages which will not only meet consumer
requirements but will also demonstrate and exemplify
the tradition and cultural richness of the Northwest
Territories,”" he said.

CONTACT:

Margaret Imrie
Senior Travel Counselling Officer
Travel Arctic
(403) 920-8767

OR

Beverly Latham

Public Affairs Officer
Culture & Communications
(403) 873-7373



87-026
UPDATED FISHING GUIDE RELEASED

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 10) - An updated version of
the awarding-winning Northwest Territories World Class
Fishing Guide was released today by Economic
Development and Tourism Minister Tagak Curley.

The publication, a free service offered by
TravelArctic, is designed to assist NWT fishing lodge
operators. World-wide circulation of the guide helps
to promote the Territories as a world-class fishing
destination and provides a tool for smaller lodge
operators to reach new markets that they would normally
have difficulty reaching.

The guide contains a listing of all lodges
operating in the NWT, along with their telephone
numbers and mailing addresses.

The booklet also contains information regarding
the Territories, various fish species found in northern
waters, popular lures used to catch the fish, water
safety procedures and a description of the Arctic
Angler Program. A map, indicating the location of the
fishing lodges along with a listing of air charters
companies, is also included.
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UPDATED FISHING GUIDE RELEASED PAGE: 2

TravelArctic distributes the guide through
consulates, the travel trade industry, consumer shows,
numerous fishing organizations across Canada, the
United States and Europe and in response to general
inquires on fishing in the NWT.

- 30 -
CONTACT:

Steve Vallillee

Travel Counselling Officer
TravelArctic

(403) 873-7200

OR

Beverly Latham
Public Affairs Officer
Culture & Communications
(403) 873-7343



87-027
FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION CURRICULUM READY FOR TESTING
YELLOWKNIFE (Feb.10) - The Family Life

Education unit of the NWT School Health Program is now
being prepared for pilot testing.

VSINENVVSINIEWWS

At present, approval 1is being sought from Local
Education Authorities in two selected communities to
proceed with the trial-run. The unit will be an
optional part of the health curriculum and will not be

; B
tested or taught without the approval of the Local r/gj
Education Authorities. —

(%

At present the Family Life unit runs from E>
kindergarten to grade nine and is designed to teach 5fi
facts and encourage the development of skills and &ﬁf

=

attitudes which contribute to self-understanding,
healthy interpersonal relationships and successful
family life. It is based on universal values which

N

include respect for self and others, kindness, C;i
responsibility, honesty and equality of all. $2i
Topics covered include reproduction, puberty E%f
relationships, families, personal hygiene, sexually e
transmitted diseases, heredity, sex-role stereotyping, Y 4
parenthood, birth planning and personal safety. i
o~
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CURRICULUM READY FOR TESTING PAGE: 2

If approval for the pilot test is granted,
those teachers who will be using the materials will be
provided with an in-service program to prepare them to
teach the unit. The Family Life unit will then be
reviewed and revised before being offered to Local
Education Authorities in other communities throughout
the NWT.

- 30 -
CONTACT:

Bob Imrie

Head

Health Information and Promotion

Department of Health (403)
873-7991

OR

Helen Balanoff

Program Specialist

Health Education

Department of Education (403)
920-8762
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"BRIGHTEN UP YOUR FUTURE"™ AT THE YELLOWKNIFE
CAREER/JOB FAIR

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 11) - Residents of
Yellowknife are invited to "brighten their futures" at
this year's Career/Job Fair, to be held in the
Katimavik Room of the Explorer Hotel from 9 a.m. to 8
p.m. on Thursday March 5.

Forty exhibitors, representing business,
industry, government, service agencies and educational
institutions, will be on hand with information on
careers, training and employment opportunities.

The show is designed to provide information --
and inspiration -- to people who are choosing a first

career or considering a change. This year's exhibitors

include NTCL, NCPC, Transport Canada, Esso,
Northwestel, Top of the World Tours, Arctic College,
and the Saskatchewan Indian Federation College, among
others.

- 30 -
CONTACT:
Lillian Hvatum
Employment Development Officer
Department of Education (403) 920- 8871
OR
Candace Savage

Public Affairs Officer
Culture & Communications (403) 873-7615
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87-029

THRONE SPEECH DWELLS ON NEED FOR POSITIVE ACTION
AND MEETING CHALLENGES

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb.11) - A budget that takes bold
initiatives and a plebescite on the proposed boundary
for division will form the major focus of the Ninth
Session of the Tenth Legislative Assembly.

In his opening address, Commissioner John
Parker said the devolution of power from the federal
government, the continuing work for recognition of
aboriginal self government in the constitution, and the
serious economic problems of the north must all be
dealt with.

Mr. Parker calls the signing of an historic
document outlining a proposed boundary for the division
of the NWT the most exciting.

"Your government continues to support this
important initiative in constitutional development of
the North, and urges that the boundary agreement be
placed before the people of the territories at the
earliest possible occasion."”
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THRONE SPEECH PAGE: 2

TERRITORIAL ECONOMY REQUIRES MUCH ATTENTION:

The Territorial government continues to be
active in achieving land claims settlements and in
national forums like Federal-Provincial conferences.
"While many of the provincial governments appear to be
opposed to be constitutional entrenchment of the right
of aboriginal peoples to self government, your
government is continuing in its efforts to play the
'honest broker' role in this process," said Mr. Parker.

The territorial economy and its serious
problems require much attention from the Legislative
Assembly. The devastating blows to the sealskin
market, to exploration and development of oil and gas
in the Beaufort Sea and to the northern mining industry
require "creative responses" according to Mr. Parker.
"This is not a budget that will appeal to the

weak-kneed or the timid.,"

"This is a budget that takes bold and creative
initiatives as a response to the economic crisis that
we are facing. It is designed to stimulate economic
activity and economic growth throughout the NWT. It is
designed to provide jobs and economic opportunities for
northerners in all parts of the NWT. It is a budget
that very much addresses itself to the future of this
territory and not simply to the narrow circumstances of
today."



THRONE SPEECH PAGE: 3

FOUR BROAD POLICY GOALS DETERMINE NEW MEASURES:

The Commissioner says policy measures of the
government are designed to pave the way for the long
term recovery of the territorial economy. "The
Government of the Northwest Territories must seek to
achieve a society that can be put forward as an example
to other jurisdictions in Canada."

The four broad policy goals have been developed
to help establish that example. They are STABLE
ECONOMIC GROWTH AND EQUAL ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY, SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
AND CULTURAL SURVIVAL, and EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT AND
RESPONSIVE GOVERNMENT.

"The cornerstone of our economic development
strategy is the enhancement of the renewable resource
sector. Here, while your government is pursuing
initiatives to foster overall development of this
important part of the northern economy, our long range
goal is to create secondary and tertiary industries
that utilize the renewable raw materials of the N.W.T."




THRONE SPEECH PAGE: 4

NEW INITIATIVES AND APPROACHES UNDERTAKEN:

Mr. Parker outlined a wide range of
accomplishments and important initiatives in the area
of Social Development and Justice which include the new
135-bed Stanton Yellowknife Hospital and the creation
of a smoke-free workplace for territorial government
employees. A number of communities have received
funding to address the issue of family violence, four
new transition/emergency homes have been established
and drafting for day care legislation has begun.

"In the area of culture, your government has
made progress on a number of fronts respecting the
development of language services," said Mr. Parker. An
interpreter/translator curse will be established in the
Arctic College system and work continues on amendments
to the NWT Official Languages Act that will guarantee
certain northern native language rights.

In the area of effective and responsive
government, the Commissioner said, "there are measures
that the government will introduce that are aimed at
improving and upgrading our political and
administrative institutions in the interest of greater
efficiency and the provision of higher levels of
service to the people of the north.”



THRONE SPEECH PAGE: 5

TWENTY-EIGHT BILLS FOR CONSIDERATION THIS SESSION:

Mr. Parker told Members of the Legislative
Assembly that 28 bills will be introduced for their
consideration. They will include amendments to the
Education Act; Insurance Act; Write-Off of Assets and
Debts Act, 1986-87; Home Owners's Property Tax Rebate
Act; Advisory Council on the Status of Women Act;
Criminal Injuries Compensation Act; Mechanics' Lien
Act; Revolving Funds Act; Territorial Parks Act;
Student Financial Assistance Act; Legislative Assembly
and Executive Council Act; and Elections Act.

New bills include: Charter Communities Act;
Cities, Town and Villages Act; Hamlets Act; Local
Authorities Elections Act; Settlements Act; Residential
Tenancies Act; Financial Administration Act; Statute
Law (Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms) Amendment
Act; Vehicles Act; Enforcement of Maintenance and
Custody Orders Act; Revision Act; and Property
Assessment and Taxation Act.

Four financial bills will be presented:
Appropriation Act, 1987-88; Supplementary Appropriation
Act, No. 4, 1986-87; Supplementary Appropriation Act,
No. 1, 1987-88; and Loan Authorization Act, 1987-88.

- 30 -
CONTACT: Cindy Clegg

Press Secretary
(403) 920-6176
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TOLL-FREE TOURIST INFORMATION NUMBER NOW IN
SERVICE

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 17) - The Arctic Hotline, a
toll-free tourist information line for the NWT,
officially went into service today with a call between
Tagak Curley, Minister of Economic and Development and
Tourism and Alan Cocksedge, Assistant Deputy Minister
of Tourism Canada.

"Our experience at Expo showed the need for
such a service, since many potential visitors require
basic information when making a vacation choice," Mr.
Curley explained. "Now, for the first time, anyone in
continental North America can pick up the telephone,
dial the Northwest Territories toll-free and obtain
information on travel and vacation opportunities.”

The toll-free number will serve a range of
needs. First, it will provide immediate answers to
vacation planning questions., Second, it will assist
all Northwest Territories operators with the marketing
of their products; and third, it will help the industry
to expand its data base by recording types of
information requested, geographical location of callers
and effectiveness of advertising media.

Jack Walker, President of the Tourism Industry
Association of the Northwest Territories, who assisted
at the official opening of the 800 number, explained
that the service is an example of government and the
tourism industry working closely to expand the industry
in the Territories., The mandate to operate this
government service has been contracted to industry. We
have accepted responsibility to ensure that it works to
the benefit of all sectors and operators within the

i try.,"
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TOLL-FREE INFORMATION NUMBER PAGE: 2

All people in the NWT who have a tourism
product to offer are encouraged to submit their
material to the Tourism Industry Association office, he
said.

An extensive advertising program has been
launched to publicize the toll-free number both to the
consumer market and to the travel trade. Once the
service is fully operational, the Tourism Industry
Association expects to handle some 100 callers per
week.

Data on all NWT facilities, regions, services,
events, and attractions - even weather and road
conditions is being assembled into an easily accessed
data base in order to provide speedy responses to each
caller., Service will be available from 9 to 5, seven
days a week, with an answering service to record calls
received outside of operating hours.

- 30 -

CONTACT: Rose Marie Karnes (403) 873-8699
Executive Assistant
Minister of Economic Development
and Tourism
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GOVERNMENT BUDGET PRESENTED TO LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb.16) - A budget focusing on
essential 'people' services and helping the short-term
economic performance of the NWT was released by
Minister of Finance Tom Butters Monday, February 16th
to the Legislative Assembly.

"Considerable progress must be made before all
northerners can enjoy public services comparable to
those that residents of southern Canada take for
granted. We must enhance essential people services
such as education, health care and recreational
facilities. We must devote resources to help extend
and strengthen our goal of equal employment
opportunities for persons of both sexes and of all
ethnic origins. We must extend and strengthen our
social support system to help alleviate social problems
that result in recourse to the judicial system or the

breakdown of the family unit."

The budget is for $826 million. It projects a
total expenditure of $790 million of which $166 million
are directed to capital expenditures and $624 million
to cperations and maintenance. Programs which are
entirely recovered from third parties are expected to
slightly exceed $36 million.
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GOVERNMENT BUDGET PRESENTED TO THE ASSEMBLY PAGE: 2

BUDGET TO HELP SHORT TERM PROBLEMS OF TERRITORIAL
ECONOMY:

Revenues are expected to total $721 million,
with $520 million or 72% coming from the federal
government under the Formula Financing Agreement,
After adjustments of $6 million for estimated
supplementary requirements and $19 million for
appropriation lapses -- this will leave a budgetary
shortfall of approximately $55 million.

Mr. Butters told the Legislative Assembly that
the government entered the 1986-87 fiscal year with an
accumulated surplus of over $60 million. "This amount
was intended to give our government room to manoeuvre
in addressing future special situations and special

needs: it was a surplus being kept for a raindy day,"
said Mr. Butters. "The economic downturn constitutes

such a rainy day and the time has come to reap the
benefits of past restraint."

Mr. Butters outlined the deterioration of the
NWT economy in 1986 and the corresponding downturn
throughout the country and around the world.



GOVERNMENT BUDGET PRESENTED TO THE ASSEMBLY PAGE: 3

NWT ECONOMY NEEDS INFUSION FOR JOBS AND
OPPORTUNITIES:

"Fortunately, there are a few bright spots.
Investment will remain our main problem area but some
investment will continue. Offshore, Gulf proposes to
drill two delineation wells at its Amauligak field in
preparation for seasonal production next year.
Onshore, some investment activity should take place in
the Mackenzie Valley. Overall, investment levels will
nonetheless remain depressed. Trapping should benefit
from continued strong markets. Gold prices are firm
and will have a favourable impact on gold mining's
output and profitability. Tourism should benefit from
our presence at Expo '86. However, my view is that in
the absence of stimulus from government expenditures,
we could experience another decline in economic
activity and employment could fall to unacceptably low

levels.,"

Mr. Butters, and his Executive Council
colleagues are confident that his budget presents a
sound financial strategy.



GOVERNMENT BUDGET PRESENTED TO THE ASSEMBLY PAGE: 4

ESSENTIAL SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCTURE GET
ATTENTION:

"It balances the need for economic stimulus
with the need for essentiav people services. It
balances the need for the enhancement of long-term
economic opportunities for our population with the need
for expenditure programs that are responsive to the
unique social and cultural conditions of the north. It
balances the need for equitable treatment of regions
with the need to help those areas more severely
affected by the economic downturn. It is an important
part of the government's overall economic and social
development strategy."

"I believe that our financial position allows

us to meet next year's significantly higher
expenditures without increasing taxes and without

jeopardizing our fiscal integrity."
- 30 -

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg
Press Secretary
Executive Council
(403) 920-6176
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CONFERENCE TO ASSIST IN PROMOTING NORTHERN FOODS

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 17) - Growth in the northern
food industry is long overdue according to the Minister
of Economic Development and Tourism.

Tagak Curley says discussions and resulting
resolutions from a conference to be held this week in
Yellowknife on northern foods will assist in further

developing the industry.

"A healthy food industry will not only reduce
substantially the $130 million spent annually on
imported food from the south, but will also foster
expansion and growth of the renewable resource economy,
and create employment opportunities in all sectors of
the food industry.”

Mr. Curley says everyone from harvesters and
producers to processors and retailers could benefit.

The Northern Food Conference, according to the
minister, is an initiative that the Department of
Economic Development and Tourism has taken based on
recommendations from last fall's Expo '86 Task Force.

The conference is expected to bring together
125 delegates with representatives from all sectors of
the food industry, native organizations and government

agencies.
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CONFERENCE TO ASSIST IN PROMOTING FOODS PAGE: 2

"It will provide a forum to examine existing
and potential demand for NWT - produced foods and
identify requirements to cope with the projected demand
and supply," said Mr. Curley. "The food handling and
hygiene requirements must be identified and the roles
of government and the private sector must be outlined
in the development of a viable northern food industry."

"The Department of Economic Development and
Tourism will do its utmost to take follow-up action on
the resolutions and where necessary, work to ensure
that they are implemented by the responsible agency."
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MUNICIPAL AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS SETS PRIORITY ON
LOCAL INVOLVEMENT

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 23) - Minister of Municipal
and Community Affairs Gordon Wray has told the
Legislative Assembly that a departmental
re-organization last June meant more than a name
change.

While introducing the largest budget ever
proposed for the department, Mr. Wray said MACA
(formerly Local Government) reflects the growing
importance of municipal institutions and community
involvement in the political development of the
Northwest Territories.

Mr. Wray says the proposed capital budget for
recreational facilities has doubled since last year.

"I am unapologetic about placing the
development of recreation facilities for all
communities on a level of priority at least equivalent
to the priorities for good water and sanitation
facilities, good roads, and proper municipal
administrative offices.™

.
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DEPARTMENT SETS PRIORITY ON LOCAL INVOLVEMENT PAGE: 2

COMMUNITY RECREATION FACILITIES GET HIGH PRIORITY:

"Good recreation facilities are an invaluable
support to the government's and the communities'
efforts to foster social development and to alleviate
disorientation on the part of community youth. As
well, a community recreation centre can be used to
provide a focus for numerous cultural activities, a
locale for community gatherings and in general, a
meeting place for people."

Mr. Wray says a proposed policy which has
already received approval in principle from Executive

Council will increase the autherity of local
governments for project management. "This will not
only increase local employment opportunities,”
according to the minister, "it will further the
government's goal of responsible, effective and

involved local governments.,"

Mr. Wray says there have been some problems in
applying the various Operations and Maintenance
formulas among various communities. As a result, he
says a review is underway and the prime principle

guiding the development of the policy is "respect for
the autonomy of local governments."
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NEW POLICY ALLOWS FOR FINANCIAL AUTONOMY OF
COMMUNITIES:

A water/sewage subsidy program has received the
approval of the Financial Management Board which will
determine the rates for water and sewage systems in non
tax-based communities. The program will also provide
appropriate subsidies for private residential and
commercial consumers.

According to Mr. Wray, "this program is
essential to achieving greater equity in the pricing of
municipal water and sanitation services in communities
throughout the NWT. \fter ensuring that the costs to
consumers reflect economic costs, attention will then
be focussed on programs which are truly underfunded by
this government."

Effective training programs in all major
aspects of community government are a high priority for
the minister. A training program for locally-based
Community Planning Technicians and community works has
begun. Proposed funding for training recreation staff
and volunteers is three times more than last year.

"These programs are intended to improve the
capability of community governments to more fully take
control of the planning and management of the future
development of their communities. We must improve
these capabilities if this government's goal of greater
grass roots involvement in the decision-making process
in the NWT is to be realized." y
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NEW POLICIES ALLOW FOR GREATER LOCAL INVOLVEMENT:

Mr. Wray says the Federal Cabinet is
considering a special onetime funding for the
construction of eleven airports which were left

undeveloped following the expiry of a federal program
two years ago. ‘

The proposed budget for Municipal and Community
Affairs totals $96,495,000. The proposed

appropriations for O & M are $49,189,000 and
$47,306,000 for capital.
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GROWTH IN NWT TOURISM FACILITIES

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 19) - Minister of Tourism
Tagak Curley has announced the "noteworthy" results of
a survey into the growth of tourist-related facilities
and services.

Mr. Curley says there has been significant

growth in several important areas. In 1975, there were
only 39 hotels and motels, 40 lodges and 13 outfitters.

"Today," he says, "71 hotels and motels, 54 lodges and
82 outfitters operate in the Northwest Territories."

"The doubling of this tourism infrastructure

over the last twelve years shows that we are working
together to build this important segment of our
economy., " '

According to Mr. Curley, this growth in
facilities and services means more business
opportunities and employment for northerners.

"For tourists, this means they have greater

choices in where to go and what to see throughout our
territory. Almost every community now has some
facility to accommodate tourists and visitors."
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87-035 ) Eﬁf
INTEREST ‘RATES REDUCED FOR MUNICIPAL CAPITAL i
PROJECTS —

/'—J/—‘
/>

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 20) - A program designed to
save millions of dollars on outstanding municipal loans
has been introduced by the territorial government.

Minister of Finance Tom Butters made the
announcement today on behalf of his department and
Municipal and Community Affairs. The loans have been
issued by the Government of the Northwest Territories
for municipal capital projects.

Mr. Butters says all loans with interest rates
greater than 10.5 per cent will have the rate reduced
to this level.

N BVAS N BA

"This decrease will benefit the municipalities \42
through both savings in terms of interest payments and (21

the potential for faster repayment of loan principal."

SN

The total amount of interest savings over the

next twenty years is expected to be approximately (24
$2,229,000. The savings will be retroactive to each Fym
loans's 1986/87 payment date. The outstanding loans ng

have been financed 1internally by the territorial
government.
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"Had the government required funds obtained
from long-term borrowing in order to finance such
loans," says Mr. Butters, "10.5 per cent 1is the
estimated current cost of this borrowing."

"As well," he adds, "it is a rate that will
encourage the municipalities to maintain their
outstanding loans with the G.N.W.T., rather than opting
to refinance the loans with borrowing from private
institutions.”

Mr. Butters says this will help protect
municipalities from the volatility of the interest rate
market,
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87-036 ](/
COMPROMISE SOUGHT ON ABORIGINAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN —
CONSTITUTION ( L

IS

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb 24) - Minister for Aboriginal
Rights and Constitutional Development Dennis Patterson
says the issues involved in establishing native rights
in the constitution are very complex and sensitive.

b

\

INIE}

Last week, Mr. Patterson attended a
federal/provincial/territorial ministerial meeting as

part of the preparatory work for the First Ministers' gzz
Conference on Aboriginal Rights in the constitution on ;2;
i

March 26th and 27th.

(]

EN

He says the meeting dealt primarily with one

issue: the issue of self-government for aboriginal LQQ
people of Canada.
5
"The position taken by the four national Lf;
aboriginal organizations is that aboriginal people had .o
self-governing entities before the arrival of the ﬁ%/
settlers in Canada. They take the position that iuj
Section 35(1) of the Constitution Act which recognizes S
and affirms aboriginal rights includes the right to <=
self-government." {g:

//Q/

Mr. Patterson says, however, several of the
provinces take the position that there is no inherent
right to self-government. "The governments are also

\“\

E

reluctant to grant a right to self-government without 5
such a right being clearly defined in advance of the (:f
inclusion of such a right in the constitution." A
/L
o
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The Northwest Territories has taken a position
similar to that of the aboriginal national
organizations. Mr. Patterson maintains that aboriginal
rights include the right to self-government. "We
support the process being undertaken by the federal
government, the provinces and the territories to seek
the definition and elaboration of that right to
self-government as opposed to the granting of the right
to self-government."

In seeking a compromise between the opposing
views, the province of Nova Scotia has proposed that a

clause be devised giving the aboriginal people the
right to self-government within the context of the
Canadian Federation. It also requires that such a
right would he negotiated hetween the governments

involved and the aboriginal people in a particular
community or area of Canada.

"It would appear that the Nova Scotia proposal

perhaps has the best chance of success," says Mr.
Patterson, " provided the various parties can agree to

appropriate wording."

"The Government of the Northwest Territories
will continue to pay a very active role and continue to
use its best efforts to persuade the parties involved
to arrive at a fair and equitable agreement."
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87-037

MORE NORTHERN STUDENTS ATTENDING POST-SECONDARY
INSTITUTIONS

INTEBVAZS INTTBVAS

LA

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 24) - There has been a
significant increase in the number of students
attending post-seccndary institutions supported by the
NWT Student Financial Assistance Fund in the last year.

\CQV

2\

Minister of Education Dennis Patterson says he E%L,
has taken many steps to improve the delivery of the =
financial assistance programs over the last several il
years in an effort to increase the participation of S
northern students in post-secondary programs. "I am Efi
happy to say that our efforts have been effective for Eg{f
both native and non-native students." L_m

7/

There has been an overall increase of 26 per 2

cent in the number of students being sponsored. 1In
1986-87, 738 students are sponsored compared to 587 in

AR
)

1985-86. Lo

/

1] *: 3 . A M

It is gratifying to note that the major reason Sl

for this increase is the number of sponsored napive E?é
students. This year, 201 native students are being

sponsored compared with 110 in 1985-86 for an increase RZ{

0f 83 per cent, This trend cof increased number of iy

native students in post-secondary programs is expected
to continue in future years and this will have a major
impact on the labour market as graduates take on
meaningful roles in industry and government."
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POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS' ATTENDANCE PAGE: 2

While non-native participants in post-secondary
studies increased last year by 13 per cent, Mr.
Patterson says the statistics for native students are
truly impressive.

"Dene and Metis student enrolment increased by
60 per cent over 1985-86 figures. The enrolment of
Inuit students showed a dramatic change, from 28 to 70
students, for an increase of 150 per cent over the same
period."

‘The Student Financial Assistance Fund was
established in 1982 and has been a strong incentive to
involve native students in higher education. Mr.
Patterson says in the year before the new regulations,
only 75 native students were involved in post-secondary

studies.

"The current enrolment of 201 native students
represents an increase of 168 per cent over five
years," says Mr. Patterson.
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NEW AND CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR NORTHERN ARTS AND
CRAFTS

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 25) - The Department of
Economic Development and Tourism is taking new
initiatives to support the northern arts and crafts
industry.

The minister, Tagak Curley says action is being
taken to encourage the production of quality fine arts
and to provide promotional support to dealers and
galleries. "In order to address the demands of the
marketplace, arts and crafts advisors will conduct
seminars and workshops in every region on printmaking,
carving, sewing and crafts."

In addition, Mr. Curley says the Executive
Council recently approved a new soapstone policy.
"This would reduce the cost of getting carving stone to
remote communities and result in more carving activity
in these centres," he said.

For the future, the government is considering a
policy which could allocate new capital building funds
to buy decorative arts and crafts. Mr. Curley says
this would stimulate local sales, provide unique
attractions to visitors and instill pride in local
products.

The department will make funds available for
selling catalogues, national and international
travelling shows, and to provide assistance for artists
to attend show openings. The new Trade Show Assistance
policy will also help northern craftspeople promote
their products.
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"The Department of Economic Development and
Tourism will continue to give strong support to
artisans throughout the Northwest Territories to
develop and promote their arts and crafts activities,”
says Mr. Curley.
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87-039
NEW TERRITORIAL JUDGE APPOINTED TO LIVE IN IQALUIT

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 25) - Minister of Justice
Michael Ballantyne announced today that Orval J.T. Troy
Q.C. has been named as the territorial judge for
Igaluit. Mr. Troy was selected from a short list of
four candidates recommended by the Judicial Council of

the N.W.T.

Mr. Troy was first called to the bar in 1952
and is a member of the Nova Scotia, Northwest
Territories and Yukon bars. He was appointed Queen's
Council for Canada in 1970.

Mr. Ballantyne says he's especially pleased

with Mr. Troy's appointment in light of his extensive
practical knowledge of northern communities.

"Mr. Troy is well known in the Northwest
Territories. He has spent 11 years as a Regional
Director of the federal Department of Justice at
Yellowknife, and as the Crown Attorney for the
Northwest Territories, he travelled on court circuit
throughout the territories between 1966 and 1977."

Mr. Ballantyne says it's important to note that
the new Territorial Judge is a member of the Northwest
Territories' Bar.

"We now have a very experienced legal community
in the Northwest Territories, and as far as possible,
we must make appointments to the judiciary from the NWT
Bar."
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By doing so, Mr. Ballantyne says the government
will ensure that judges are familiar with the
conditions prevailing in the territories, and are
sensitive to the cultural diversity of the NWT.

Mr. Ballantyne pointed to demands by the
Legislative Assembly for the appointment of a
territorial judge to be resident in Igaluit. Following
a motion last year asking for the judge, he says the
Judicial Council of the Northwest Territories made
recommendations and invited applications from suitable
candidates.
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UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA WELCOMES SPECIAL NWT
STUDENTS

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 25) - The University of
Manitoba has made a commitment to provide seats for NWT
native éeople in the engineering and pre-medical
professional programs beginning this fall.

Minister of Education Dennis Patterson says the
commitment comes following months of meetings with
senior officials of the University of Manitoba and the
Government of Manitoba. Mr. Patterson says the work
has been done in co-operation with the Departments of
Health and Public Works and Highways.

"I expect the details to be finalized shortly
which would allow the first students to enroll in
September of this year. The Engineering Access Program
and the Special Pre-Medical Program were of great
interest to us as both programs are designed for native
people and include significant upgrading and
counselling support."

Mr. Patterson says the government will continue
to investigate the possibility of entering into this
type of arrangement with other universities and
colleges where there are programs which respond
specifically to the educational needs of native
students.
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87-041
DRAHATIF LEAPS IN STUDENT ATTENDANCE

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 25) - "There is a growing
acceptance among parents of the need for their children
to have an education," according to Minister of
Education Dennis Patterson.

This need has been dramatically pointed out in
growing school attendance. "There is a new
determination on the part of parents and Local
Education Authorities to ensure that their children are
attending school regularly,” according to Mr.
Patterson.

Since 1982, attendance at territorial schools
has gradually been improving. Mr. Patterson says at
that time, "three schools had less than 50 per cent
attendance and 19 other schools had less than 70 per
cent attendance." Last year, the overall attendance at
NWT schools was just over 82 per cent. That's five per
cent higher than it was five years ago.

"We have come a long way. Last year, only
eight schools had an average attendance of less than 70
per cent and as of December, no schools were below 70
per cent,"

The most dramatic individual improvements were
in Fort Liard and Repulse Bay. Five years ago, Fort
Liard had 33 per cent attendance. At the end of
December 1986, it was 85 per cent. Five years ago,
Repulse Bay had 47 per cent attendance. By December of
last year, it was 71 per cent.
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Mr. Patterson says the Compulsory Attendance
Amendment made to the Education Act last September puts
the responsibility for making students go to school on
the Local Education Authority, the school principal,
the parents and the child.

"Improving attendance is a co-operative effort.
In the Kitikmeot region, which had the poorest
attendance last year, five out of six of the school
districts asked for the compulsory attendance law to
apply to their communities, Two of them asked for, and
got a school counsellor trainee position. As of
December the average regional attendance was over 80
per cent, a 10 per cent increase over last year."

Mr. Patterson says attendance will continue to
improve with the commitment of parents and Local
Education Authorities. "Such improvement is the first
step towards my real goal - seeing all children do well
in school.”
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87-042
FORT SMITH RETAIL LIQUOR AGENCY CONTRACT AWARDED

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 25) - A ten-year contract to
operate a retail liquor agency in Fort Smith has been
awarded by the Territorial Government.

Government Services Minister Tagak Curley
announced today that a proposal submitted by Jay-Corp
Holdings Ltd. of Fort smith to operate a liquor store
in that community has been accepted. The contract will
run from April 1, 1988 to March 31, 1998.

Three proposals for the operation of the agency
were received with Jay-Corp's being the lowest bidder.
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87-043
IGLOOLIK SCHOOL RENOVATIONS AND CONSTRUCTION

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 26) - A contract has been
awarded to perform major renovations and construction
of an addition at Attaguttaaluk school in Igloolik.

Amittug MLA Elijah Erkloo, on behalf of Public
Works and Highways Minister Gordon Wray, today
announced that PCL Constructors Northern of Yellowknife
was awarded the $4,492,736 contract. Four other firms,
two each from the NWT and Alberta, submitted higher
bids.

Work includes the demolition of the oldest,
centre section of the three wing school, major
renovations to the support facilities of the gymnasuim
wing and minor renovations to the classroom wing. The
two wings to be renovated will undergo a thermal
upgrade including installation of new insulation and
siding to increase energy efficiency. A new 1800
square metre addition will replace and supplement the
demolished wing.

Work on the addition is to start immediately
after sealift in August 1987. Renovations to the
existing wings will bee performed during the 1988
summer recess to minimize disruption. All work is
scheduled to be completed by the end of August 1988.

Education Minister Dennis Patterson noted that
the additicn is a result of concerns expressed by Mr.
Erkloo and the Igloolik Education Council that
Attaguttaaluk school was overcrowded due to increased
enrollment and the recent addition of Grade 10.
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87-044
YELLOWKNIFE DAIRY MILK BACK ON THE SHELVES

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 26) - Raising two jugs of
milk today in the Legislative Assembly, Minister of
Health Bruce MacLaughlin announced that Yellowknife's
Agriborealis dairy farm was back in operation. It had
been shut down early last week by health officials and
was allowed to reopen last Friday.

Mr. McLaughlin stressed that at no time was the
milk unsafe for human consumption. "The dairy farm has
been meeting without fail, the requirement to have each
batch of milk tested prior to it going on the shelf for
sale."

Changes recommended last week by the health
authorities dealt with making sure the whole operation
guaranteed that the milk was of a quality and standard
as high as anywhere else in Canada.

Mr. McLaughlin says the dairy owner and the
authorities have worked out an agreeable approach. "I
am confident that these changes in the milk processing
operation will further ensure the quality of product
made available to the public and therefore, enhance the
long-term economic viability of dairy operation
itself.,"
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87-045
INCREASED TAXES WILL INCREASE GOVERNMENT REVENUES

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 26) - Municipalities in the
territories will have tax increases in 1987.

Minister of Finance Tom Butters says the
Executive Council has agreed to increase property taxes
by 10 per cent for the 1987 year in taxation areas
outside the tax-based municipalities.

These taxes are collected by the Government of
the Northwest Territories in all locations outside the
eight tax-based municipalities of Fort Simpson, Fort
Smith, Hay River, Inuvik, Igaluit, Norman Wells, Pine
Point and Yellowknife. Based on the most recent
property assessments, this increase will generate an
additional $230,000 in revenue in 1987.

"Tax rates in these locations have not
increased since 1967 when property taxes were first
imposed," says Mr. Butters. "As a result, these taxes
are much lower than they are in those municipalities
which set and collect their own taxes."

The school levy set by the Government of the
Northwest Territories will also be increased by 10 per
cent for 1987 in the seven tax-based municipalities of
Fort Simpson, Fort Smith, Hay River, Inuvik, Igaluit,
Norman Wells and Pine Point.

Mr. Butters says "these rates have also not
been increased since 1967 and are much lower than in
Yellowknife where the rates are set by the two school
boards to cover expenses." This measure is expected to
generate an additional $150,000 in 1987.
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INCREASED TAXES WILL INCREASE REVENUES PAGE: 2

Mr. Butters says it's not possible to compare
property taxes in the various communities across the
Northwest Territories. "Over the past twenty years, a
property tax system has developed whereby the assessed
values in different communities have been altered by
applying local modifiers to the value of improvements.
Different communities have been assessed in different
years, which has also led to differences in assessed
values between communities.”

As a result of its examination of assessments
and taxes, the Executive Council has requested the
Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs to review
the method of assessing property values in various
communities. Mr. Butters says this work is necessary
to "ensure that the burden of property taxation is
fairly spread across all residents.”
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87-046
EXPO '86 REPORT RELEASED

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 26) - Minister of Economic
Development and Tourism Tagak Curley has released the
report on the territorial Government's participation in
the NWT pavilion at Expo '86. The report includes the
financial statements, a summary of northern benefits
and a description of pavilion activities.

The NWT pavilion in Vancouver attracted 1.5
million visitors over six months. It received several
national awards and many accolades from international
visitors and the media.

The financial highlights show that the NWT
pavilion required an $11.7 million investment.
However, the cost to the NWT was $6.1 million. From
that amount, $5.2 million was spent on Northern
residents for supplies, goods, services and salaries to
pavilion staff.

Mr. Curley said Northerners received many long
lasting benefits from Expo '86.

The Icicles restaurant sold $1.5 million worth
of food and drink. The craft outlets sold $1.3 million
of items from 192 northern businesses and artists.
These items ranged from parkas to comic books.

"The sale of northern arts and crafts sparked a
renaissance of traditional skills throughout the North.
The NWT pavilion purchased $830,000 in crafts and
$450,000 in northern foods.
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The ExXpo experience provided 140 temporary jobs
for Northerners. These positions, during the life of
the pavilion were a training ground for those
interested in pursuing careers in the tourist or food
service industries.”

Mr. Curley implemented an independent
measurement of the pavilion's role and its success.
The results of this study have been released. 1In
addition, this analysis will provide information for
future marketing and tourism strategies.

Three quarters of those questioned at the NWT
pavilion said they were more interested in visiting the
Northwest Territories., One-half said they would
consider a trip to the NWT when making future travel
plans. Eighty per cent praised the educational aspects

of the pavilion.

In fact, the positive attitude of European
visitors to the fur harvest issues portrayed in the
exhibits showed that the NWT message was coming across.

Mr. Curley said, "the public response to the
Expo pavilion shows that the NWT can compete with world
class competition.”

- 30 -

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg
Executive Council
(403) 920-6176
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GOVERNMENT ASSISTS DRUM LAKE LODGE

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 27) - Training in the
techniques of log construction will take place at
Wrigley Lake over a 16 week period thanks in part to
financial assistance from the Territorial government.

The operators of Drum Lake Lodge will receive
$23,322 from the Department of Economic Development and
Tourism through its tourism facilities assistance and
training contribution fund. A further $11,643 will be
provided by Canada Employment and Immigration
Commission through its Canadian Jobs Strategy/Job
Development Program.

Several people while being trained in the safe
use of a small sawmill and log building techniques will
be building structures at the lodge to add to the
existing facilities.

"This is a good example of leveraging funds for
on-the-job training while assisting a viable tourism
business", said Honourable Tagak Curley, Minister of
Economic Development and Tourism.

Drum Lake Lodge has operated for several years
southwest of Fort Norman as a sport fishing lodge.
Recently it has altered the focus of its service, by
offering services more of interest to naturalists.

- 30 =

CONTACT: Culture and Communications
(403) 873-7251
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87-048

PROTEST LAUNCHED ON PROPOSED DIVISION OF HUDSON
BAY

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 28) - The Government of NWT
has lodged a protest with the Government of Canada and
Quebec on a proposal to divide Hudson Bay among the
provinces.

In a recent newspaper article, a senior
official with the Quebec government suggested that
Hudson & James Bay be divided up between Ontario,
Manitoba and Quebec before there is a big battle over
potential oil and gas resources.

Minister of Justice Michael Ballantyne says
Hudson Bay north of the 60th parallel and certain
islands (including the Belcher Islands and the
community of Sanikiluag) in Hudson Bay, James Bay and
Ungava Bay belong to the Northwest Territories. "The
Northwest Territories has never relinquished its legal
right and jurisdiction over these areas."

Mr. Ballantyne calls it appalling that an
official of the Quebec government would have "the
audacity" to suggest dividing Hudson Bay without any
reference to the NWT. "It is this type of arrogance
and lack of appreciation for territorial positions that
gives us serious concern. The time has passed for
provinces and the federal government to take away
portions of the NWT without reference to the people of
the NWT and their elected leaders."
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Mr. Ballantyne is currently negotiating with
the federal government on the issue of the boundaries
of the Northwest Territories. He says when John
Crosbie was Minister of Justice, the issue of competing
interests in Hudson Bay was raised.

Mr. Ballantyne says, "Mr. Crosbie gave me his
fullest assurances that the claim of the Northwest
Territories to Hudson Bay will not be ignored -- and
that if there 1is ever a question of division of Hudson
Bay, the NWT would be involved in those negotiations to
ensure that its claim is dealt with equitably and

fairly."

Mr. Ballantyne says the Territories has
strongly maintained its opposition to the provisions in
the constitution allowing for extension of provincial
boundaries without reference to the Territories,

"Our strong opposition to that proposal must be
made before any steps are taken by the provinces or the
federal government on this issue."

- 30 -

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg
Press Secretary
Executive Council
(403) 920-6176



87-049

REGIONAL AND TRIBAL COUNCILS MEET WITH REVIEW
COMMITTEE

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 27) - The Regional and Tribal
Councils Review Co-ordinating Committee met Wednesday
with representatives of all NWT regional and tribal
councils.,

During the afternoon meeting, Chairman George
Braden explained the committee's mandate, activities,
and proposed schedule of travel to regional and tribal
council meetings.

The review committee was established by the
Executive Council in November, 1986, to review the past
and present activities of regional and tribal councils
and to make recommendations relating to their future
development.

The regional and tribal council representatives
presented eight principles on which they felt the
review committee should base its recommendations, and
full, frank, and cordial discussions were held on these

principles.

"We look forward to continuing these
discussions, individually, during our visits to the
regional and tribal councils during the spring", Mr.
Braden said.
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Members of the Review Co-ordinating Committee

include Al Menard, Deputy Minister, Department of
Municipal & Community Affairs; Charles Overvold,
Aboriginal Rights & Constitutional Development
Secretariat; former Rankin Inlet Major Jack Anawak;
former Inuvik Mayor John Hill; Mark Evaluarjuk,
Speaker, Baffin Regional Council; and Rae-Edzo Chief
Joe Rabesca, representing the Dogrib Tribal Council.

- 30 -

CONTACT:' Dennis Lowing
(403) 873-7910
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GREATER CONTROL OF RENEWABLE RESOURCES CAN HELP
TERRITORIAL ECONOMY

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 27) - Renewable resources
contribute in a major way to the socio-economic
stability and prosperity of the Northwest Territories.
Minister of Renewable Resources Red Pedersen says that
greater authority and control of these natural
resources can improve the government's abilities to
foster economic development.

In presenting the department's budget to the
Legislative Assembly, Mr. Pedersen says the goal is to
maintain the diversity and ensure the long-term
productivity of renewable resources while maintaining
the quality of the environment.

"The wise management of the renewable resource
sector is crucial to the future success of our northern
economy, physical health, the achievement of
self-sufficiency in food and fibre, and to spiritual
and cultural aspirations of northern residents." Mr.
Pedersen says the budget of the Department is allocated
to reflect this importance.

The Department of Renewable Resources is
requesting a budget of $i5.9 million to carry out its
goals in Renewable Resource Development, Wildlife
Management, Environmental Protection and Conservation
Education. Mr. Pedersen says programs like these help
create a better understanding of specific wildlife
resources,
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The largest part of the budget goes to
providing services in the area of renewable resource
development, conservation education and regulation and
enforcement. Mr. Pedersen uses examples like financial
assistance programs which support the hunting and
trapping economy. "Education and information programs
are a high priority, intended to make northern
residents aware of departmental activities and
conservation goals."

Twenty per cent of the budget is set aside for
programs’ which assess the status and productivity of
northern wildlife. "Efforts are focussed primarily
upon caribou, polar bear, gyrfalcon and muskox, with
secondary projects that deal with wood bison, Dall's
sheep and furbearers," says Mr. Pedersen.

Land use activities are monitored by the
department and wildlife-related concerns are dealt with
through participation in the land use licensing
process.

Part of the budget (5.1 per cent) is used to
maintain the high standard of environmental quality
that the north now enjoys. According to Mr. Pedersen,
"emphasis is placed on controlling spills of petroleum
and chemical products, management of hazardous wastes,
controlling the use of pesticidies, unsightly premises
and the administration of dangerous goods regulations."

Mr. Pedersen says in conjunction with the
forest resources transfer from the federal government,
a comprehensive forest policy and appropriate
legislation are being prepared.
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Mr. Pedersen says negotiations are underway to
develop a water resource management policy for the NWT
with the federal government and inter-jurisdictional
agreements with neighbouring provinces and the Yukon.

"OQur intention is to enhance the contribution
that renewable resources make to the territorial
economy and to the cultural heritage and aspirations of
northern residents. Our management programs will
continue to focus on the improvement of the economic
opportunities provided by the sustainable use of
renewable resources in the Northwest Territories."
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg
Press Secretary
Executive Council
(403) 920-6176







87-051
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS COMES EARLIER TO N.W.T.

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 2) - Government Leader Nick
Sibbeston has announced that Daylight Saving Time will
begin three weeks earlier this year across the
Worthwest Tervitories. Clocks will meve forward by one

hour on April the 5th.

Mr. Sibbeston explained this is a result of a
US decision to change its Daylight Saving Time to the
first Sunday in April in order to save money. This
extra hour of daylight during the working day will save
a great deal country-wide.

"The provinces which border the US and have
considerable international trade are changing in order
to avoid confusion and delay. To date, all but two
provinces have decided to follow the US."

Saskatchewan, which does not normally switch to
Daylight Saving Time, will remain the same.

Newfoundland has not yet decided.

Mr. Sibbeston says the change in daylight

saving time in the Northwest Territories will coincide -

with the province which is directly south of each
north/south corridor. The Yukon will tie its time
change with the province of British Columbia.

"We are fortunate that we have only three
north/south transportation corridors that are in
separate time zones and these will not create problems
if we follow the provinces directly south of each
zone."
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"If we do not follow the provinces south of us,
then great difficulties will result in transport
scheduling for three weeks each year," says Mr.
Sibbeston.

The Government Leader noted that even though
three weeks more of daylight saving time in the north
in the spring makes little difference, there will be no
hardship foreseen if we do change.
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg
Press Secretary
Government Leader's Office
(403) 920-6176
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MARCH 8TH INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 2) - Sunday, March 8th has
been proclaimed International Women's Day and is
expected to bring women together all across the
country.

The Minister Responsible for the Status of
Women, Red Pedersen, says there will be celebrations
going on in various places in the Northwest
Territories. "The women of Inuvik are calling their
celebration 'Northern Women's Talents' and other groups
are gathering in Igaluit, Coppermine, Hay River and
Yellowknife."

In 1911, European women chose a day for
suffrage (the right to vote) for women. It was
celebrated for 11 years in February or March and
focussed on a variety of social issues affecting women.
It wasn't until the late 60's and early 70's that the
holiday got into full swing in North American to honour
women's role in society.

Mr. Pedersen says March 8th this year is a
Sunday. "Fittingly, it's a day of rest. Take a few
moments of your time to reflect on the work, effort and
contribution of women across the N.W.T."

_30_
CONTACT: Toni Graeme

Women's Secretariat
(403) 920-8775
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87-053
NEW NORTHERN DENE LANGUAGE SCHOLARSHIP OFFERED

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 2) - Minister of Education
Dennis Patterson and the Boreal Institute for Northern
Studies have announced the creation of a new
scholarship.

"In 1987-88, the focus will be on Slavey and
while holding the scholarship at the University of
Alberta, the student will teach one course of
"Introductory Slavey," said Mr. Patterson. The
scholarship is available for one year of study at the
University of Alberta in any area that will contribute
to the preservation and/or the teaching of Dene
languages in the North.

People fluent in the Slavey language who have
been accepted as students to the University of Alberta
are eligible for the scholarship. 1Individuals who are
interested in studies in the area and who intend to
apply their new knowledge in the north are encouraged

to apply.

Mr. Patterson says the scholarship is worth
$10,000 for ten months and it may be held in addition
to any other financial support available to territorial
students for university education.
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"This new Slavey scholarship is an exciting
idea that I support to the fullest. It is one more way
that our department is working with other educational
institutions to promote higher learning for
northerners,”

The deadline for applications is April 1st,

1987.

- 30 -
CONTACT: "
Cindy Clegg OR Dr. Lynda Lange
Press Secretary Boreal Institute for
Executive Council Northern Studies
(403) 920-6176 University of Alberta

Edmonton, Alberta
(403) 432-4999



87-054
PERSONNEL MINISTER CALLS FOR SUPPORT OF BUDGET

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 2) - Minister of Personnel
Red Pedersen outlined to the Legislative Assembly today
the major accomplishments of his department.

He says growth of the Personnel Operations and
Maintenance budget represents costs associated with the
overall growth in the public service, costs associated
with the Affirmative Action Program and new initiatives
in the department. The budget is $18,902,000.

The department's capital budget of $5,619,000
is a reduction from last year due to the decline in the
construction of staff housing.

Mr. Pedersen says the reorganization of the
department into two units has helped strengthen its
areas of expertise. "Our operational organization
concentrates on the day-to-day delivery of personnel
services to the general public and to public service
employees. Our Headquarters functions address the
development of policies and directives, as they apply
to the entire government."

Mr. Pedersen says he's encouraged by the
success of the Native Employment Policy. "It has
allowed for the increased representation of native
people in the public service. Overall 35 per cent of
public service vacancies were filled by native people
in 1986."

€

Northwest
Territories Culture & Communications

Government of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, NW.T. Canada X1A 2L9 / Telex: O34-45504

dIENASIINIENVSIIN ERVSIN ER VSN ENVVSIIN EVESTIINIENM S S =0



MINISTER CALLS FOR SUPPORT OF BUDGET PAGE: 2

——— i ——— — — D " ———— - —— - — —— - —

Mr. Pedersen says 1987 will be busy for the
department. The contract with the Northwest
Territories Public Service Association expires on March
31st and the agreement with the Northwest Territories
Teachers Association expires in August. The minister
has <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>