
87-001 Jan. 5 

87-002 Jan. 8 

87-003 Jan. 9 

87-004 Jan. 9 

87-005 Jan. 12 

87-006 Jan. 13 

87-007 Jan. 13 

87-008 Jan. 13 

87-009 Jan. 13 

87-010 Jan. 14 

87-011 Jane 15 

87-012 Jan. 19 

87-013 Jan. 19 

87-014 Jan. 20 

87-015 Jan. 20 

87-016 Jan. 20 

8 7 ~ o 1 7 Jan. 21 

87-018 Jan. 22 

87-019 Jan. 23 

87-020 Jan. 23 

87-022 Feb. 5 

Payments to Foster Parents Increased 

Territorial Justices of the Peace and Coroners 
Subject of Review 

Norman Wells Sewage Treatment Project 

Department of Education rescues Lost Apprentice 
Jobs at Northwestel 

Yellowknife Events Among Top 100 

Test Fishery Results in Spring 

Funding Received for Trapping Exhibit 

Community Involvement in Housing Welcomed 

Funding Provided for transition Houses and a 
Crisis Shelter 

Future of Northern Television to be Discussed at 
Symposium 

Government Supports New Hotel 

North May Get its own Television Network 

Housing Corporation Rec~uiting Natives 

Mandin GNWT Claims Negotiator 

School Attendance up in the Kitikmeot 

Historic Expedition Receives GNWT Support 

Government Assists Clinic 

Food Conference a First 

Government Introduces Employee Suggestion Awards 
Program 

Consultations Scheduled 

Salary Subsidy for Community Recreation Leaders 
Available 





87-023 Feb. 

87-024 Feb. 

87-025 Feb. 

87-026 Feb. 

87-027 Feb. 

87-028 Feb. 

87-029 Feb. 

87-030 Feb. 

87-031 Feb. 

87-032 Feb. 

87-033 Feb. 

87-034 Feb~ 

87-035 Feb ... 

87-036 Feb. 

87-037 Feb. 

87-038 Feb. 

87-039 Feb. 

87-040 Feb. 

5 

5 

10 

10 

10 

11 

11 

17 

16 

17 

23 

19 

20 

24 

24 

25 

25 

25 

Operation Fox Moth 

Community Recreation Leader's Program to be Based 
in Inuvik 

Tourism Strategy paying Dividends 

Updated Fishing Guide Released 

Family Life Education Curriculum Ready for Testing 

"Brighten up Your Future" At The Yellowknife 
Career/Job Fair 

Throne Speech Dwells on Need for Positive Action 
and Meeting Challenges 

Toll-Free Tourist Information Number now in 
Service 

Government Budget Presented to Legistative 
Assembly 

Conference to assist in Promoting Northern Food 

Municipal and Community Affairs Sets Priority on 
Local Involvement 

Growth in NWT Tourism Facilities 

Interest.Rates Reduced for Municipal Capital 
Projects 

Compromise Sought on Aboriginal Self-Government in 
Constitution 

More Northern Students Attending Post-Secondary 
Institutions 

New and Continued Support for Northern Arts And 
Crafts 

New Territorial Judge Appointed to Live in Iqaluit 

University of Manitoba Welcomes Special NWT 
Students 





87-041 Feb. 25 

87-042 Feb. 25 

87-043 Feb. 26 

87-044 Feb. 26 

87-045 Feb. 26 

87-046 Feb. 26 

87-047 Feb. 27 

87-048 Feb. 28 

87-049 Feb. 27 

87-050 Feb. 27 

87-051 Mar. 2 

87""."052 Mar. ·2 

87-053 Mar. 2 

87-054 Mar. 2 

87-055 Mar. 3 

87-056 Mar. 3 

87-057 Mar ... 3 

87-058 Mar. 4 

87-059 Ma~. 4 

87-060 Mar. 5 

Dramatic Leaps in Student Attendance 

Fort Smith Retail Liquor Agency Contract Awarded 

Igloolik School Renovations and Construction 

Yellowknife Dairy Milk Back on the Shelves 

Increased Taxes will Increase Government Revenues 

Expo '86 Report Released 

Government Assists Drum Lake Lodge 

Protest Launched on Proposed Division of Hudson 
Bay 

Regional and Tribal Councils Meet with Review 
Committee 

Greater Control of Renewable Resources can Help 
Territorial Economy 

Daylight Savings Comes Earlier To N.W.T. 

March 8th International Women's Day 

New Northern Dene Language Scholarship Offered 

Personnel Minister Calls for Support of Budget 

"Eat Well - Live Well" - March is Nutrition Month 

Solution to Question of Artie Sovereignty 
Demanded 

Language and Culture Program Created for Northern 
Schools 

Appointments to Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women 

Business Managment Development Programs Announced 

Carving Stone Policy Announced 





GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 

News release 

Feb. 27, 1987 

Mar. 9, 19 8 7 

Diand/GNWT Dollars to Assist Yellowknife 
B Band 

Navigational Aid Sites to be Cleaned Up 





87-061 Mar. 

87-062 Mar. 

87-063 Mar. 

87-064 Mar. 

87-065 Mar. 

87-066 Mar. 

87-067 Mar. 

87-068 Mar .. 

87-069 Mar. 

87-070 Mar. 

87-071 Mar. 

87-072 Mar. 

87-073 Mar. 

87-074 Mar. 

87-075 Mar. 

87-076 Mar. 

87-077 Mar. 

9 

9 

10 

10 

10 

11 

13 

18 

20 

20 

23 

23 

23 

24 

25 

25 

25 

Public works and Highway Helps Expand 
Northern Economy 

Social Services At~empting to Address Wide 
Range of Issues 

North Warning System Contacts to include 
Benefits for N.S.T. 

Review of Workers' Compensation Board Released 

Economic Development offers more Programs at 
Same Cost 

Government and Mining Industry Launch Joint 
Effort 

Government Daycare Subsidies More Readily 
Obtained 

New Minister Assigned Two Portfolios 

Plastic Piping for Sprinklers expected to 
Save$$$ 

Public Services Increased and Improved in 
Last Year 

Legislative Assembly Approves Boards of 
Secondary Education 

Punding Confirmed for Frame Lake South School 

Minister Sets School District Funding Levels 

Assembly Motion Supports Mining Industry 

Training Program Announced for Flight Service 
Specialists 

Floating Lab First Chance to Test New Science 
Policy 

Increases of Food Allowance for Persons on 
Social Assistance 

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 

News Release 

April 1, 1987 The Agreement to transfer forest and fire 
management from federal to territorial control 
will take effect today 





87-078 Apr. 

87-079 Apr. 

87-080 Apr. 

87-081 Apri. 

87-082 Apr. 

87-083 Apr. 

87-084 April 

87-085 Apr. 

87-086 Apr. 

87-087 Apr. 

1 

3 

6 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

16 

16 

Formal GNWT Response made to Closure of Pine 
Point Mines 

National Book Festival '87 - A World Of Words 

Braden Named Deputy Minister of Economic 
Development and Tourism 

Government Officer for Pine Point 

Smoking Ban to be Implemented in Government 
Office, Institutions 

Sibbestion Tours Baffin Region April 20-25th 

Sibbestion to Present Portrait to Iqaluit 

Trout Lake Turns it on Officially 

Yellowknife Employees Get Incentives to Leave 
GNWT Housing 

NACC Receives Government Assistance 

Gov 1 t. of Canada -- News Release Canada/NWT Economic Development 
Agreement Extended 

87-088 Apr. 16 

87-089 Apr. 21 

87-090 Apr. 21 

87-091 Apr~ 24 

87-092 Apr. 27 

87-093 Apr., 27 

87-094 Apr. 27 

87-095 Apr. 30 

87-096 Apr. 30 

Landfill Investigation Results Released 

Northern Firm Awarded Construction Contract 

A European View of Canada 

Cheque Presented to Sport North 

Baffin Businesses get Minister's Attention 

Stien Lal Departs for Canadian Human Rights 
Commission 

Heritage Centre's Annual Extravaganza 

Canada - Northwest Territories Agreement on 
Conservation and Alternative Energy 

Alcohol and other Drugs Program Ready for Schools 

87-097 Apr~ 30 "Open the Door to Helpu Theme of Mental Health 
Week, May 2-9 





87-098 May 5 

87-099 May 5 

87-100 May 5 

87-101 May 5 

87-102 May 7 

87-103 May 8 

87~104 May 7 

87-105 May 8 

87-106 May 8 

87-107 May 11 

87-108 May 12 

87-109 May 13 

87-110 May 14 

87-111 May 14 

87-112 May 14 

87-113 May 15 

87-114 May 15 

87-115 May 15 

87-116 May 15 

87-117 May 15 

National Tourism Week Celebrated in N.W.T. 

Federal - Provincial/Territorial Wildlife 
Conference Tuktoyaktuk, N.W.T. June 16-19, 1987 

Nurses Honored May 10 to 16 

Petroleum Prices to be Reduced in Trout Lake 

Target Date for Implementation of Housing Policy 
in Yellowknife Extended until September 1/88 

Exhibit Traces History of Oil Sands 

Government to Review Arbitrator's Report 

Protest Launched Against Some Provisions of 
Federal/Provincial "Meech Lake" Agreement 

Fort Smith Region Decentralized in October 

Bickert Named Deputy Minister of Justice 

New Executive for N.W .. T. Forest Industries 
Association 

Territorial Government Backs "Play it Smart" 
Program 

GJOA Haven New Primary School 

Pond Inlet New Primary School 

Calcium Chloride for NWT Highways 

Safety Education Program to Continue 

Psychologist will Work with Inmates, Corrections 
Staff 

Old Eggs Will Help Scientists 

Work Begins on Dene Standardization 

Caribou Management Board Recommends Easing of 
Restrictions 





87-118 May 15 

87-119 May 19 

87-120 May 21 

87-121 May 26 

87-122 May 21 

87-123 May 21 

87-124 May 21 

87-125 May 21 

87-126 May 27 

87-127 May 27 

87-128 May 

87-129 Jun 4 

87-130 Jun 5 

87-131 June 8 

87-132 Jun 8 

87-133 Jun 9 

87-134 Jun 10 

87-135 Jun 10 

87-136 Jun 10 

Territorial Government Approves Revised investment 
Program 

Swedish Secretary for Nordic Affairs Visits NWT 

Federal Minister for Status of Women & 

Privitization Visits NWT 

Emergency Communications System Improved 

GNWT First to Have Computerized Emergency Response 

Simpson Gets Emergency Cenerator 

Generator Wheels into Aklavik 

Emergency Responce Plan Approved 

Northwest Territories to Challenge Meech Lake 
Agreement 

Mad Trapper's Grave to be Left in Peace 

Businesses To Get Break on Petroleum Prices 

Fashion Show Celebrates Diversity of Inuit 
Clothing 

Polar Research Report on Agenda of Yellowknife 
meeting 

NWT Student Attends Science Program for Gifted 
teenagers 

Executive Council Takes Action on Federal Funding 
Freeze 

Join Hands in Conservation: Eleven Winners 

Law Reform Committee Recommends Impleme:ptation of 
Jury Act 

World Authorities Support Conservation and 
Development Trends for Northwest Territories 

Artie Public Legal Education and Information 
Society Receives Territorial and Federal Funds 





87-137 Jun 10 Bring your Sunglasses to the Northern Heritage Centre 

87-138 Jun 10 Contract Security Pilot Project Extended 

87-139 Jun 11 Wildlife Conference to look at Spectrum of Issues 

87-140 Jun 11 Sexual Harassment Policy Adopted by Executive Policy 

87-141 Jun 11 Separate Supply and Labour Contracts Successful for 
Northerners 

87-142 Jun 11 New Elementary School Science Program Easier to 
Follow 

87-143 Jun 17 Territorial Initiatives on Northern Accord seen 
as Positive 

87-144 Jun 17 MeningitisControl Program Set for Northwest 
Territories 

87-145 Jun 

87-146 Jun 

87-147 Jun 

87-148 Jun 

8 7-149 Jun 

87-150 Jun 

87-151 Jun 

87-152 Jun 

87-153 Jun 

8 7.,..154 Jun 

87-155 Jun 

87-156 Jun 

87-157 Jun 

87-158 Jun 

87-159 Jun 

87-160 Jun 

17 

17 

16 

18 

22 

23 

23 

23 

26 

26 

26 

29 

26 

29 

30 

30 

Special Training Program for School Principals 

Co-ordination to Help Victims of Crime Proposed in 
Legislation 

Beaufort - Mackenzie Delta Regional Land use 
Planning Commission Appainted 

Innovative Approaches Sought in Awarding Northern 
Business Contracts 

Abe Miller Workshop Receives $200,000 Contribution 

Territorial Covernment to Collaborate on Campaign 

Forest Fire Update 

Business as Usual at Forest Fire Centre 

Joint Film and Video Agreement Signed 

Native People Play Important Role in Conservation 

Conference Auction Raises Money for Tuktoyaktuk 

NWT Archives Acquire Bud Orange Papers 

Conference Recommendations Cover Variety of Topics 

Fire Hazard High in NWT 

Regional Councils Review Committee Continues Consultation 

GNWT to Implement Hazardous Materials Legislation 





87-161 Jun 30 Northwest Territories and Yukon Sign Agreement on 
Areas of Mutual Interest in Education 

87-162 Jun 30 Circumpolar Education Ministers Meet 

87-163 Jul 1 Administrator Appointed in Pine Point 

87-164 Jul 1 Sibbeston Celebrates Canada Day in Keewatin 

87-165 Jul 2 Government of the Northwest Territories Supports 
Ci~es 

87-166 Jul 3 Four NWT Women to Attend Trent University 

87-167 Jul 6 Transportation of Dangerour Goods Regulations 
Enforced 

87-168 Jul 10 Renewable Resources Advisory Board Established 

87-169 Jul 10 Inuvik Parks Receive Additional Funding 

87-170 Jul 13 Housing Corp. Takes Part in International Year of 
Shelter for the Homeless 

87-171 Jul 13 New Additions to Heritage Centre Collection 

87-172 Jul 13 Exhibit Gives Shape to Inuit Elders 

87-173 Jul 14 Housing Corp. Announces Poster Contest Winners 

87-174 Jul 15 Fire Activity High __ in Inuvik and Norman Wells 

87-175 Jul 16 Fire Activity Remains High in Inuvik and Norman Wells 

87-176 Jul 17 Forest Fire Near Good Hope Under Control 

87-177 Jul 20 Duke & Duchess of York Tour Yellowknife 

87-178 Jul 22 Recycling Studies Released 

87-179 Jul 22 Fire Hazard high in Western Arctic 

87-180 Jul 23 NWT to be Represented in Yukon Court Challenge 
to Meech Lake Court 

87-181 Jul 23 Conference to Fight Impaired Driving in NWT 

87-182 Jul 25 Local Brownie Presents Royal Bouquet 

87-183 Jul 25 Royal Couple to Receive Northern Gifts 

87-184 Jul 30 Tourism Training and Manpower Needs Board Appointed 





87-185 Jul 

87-186 Aug 

87-187 Aug 

· 87-188 Aug 

87-189 Aug 

87-190 Aug 

87-191 Aug 

87-192 Aug 

87-193 Aug 

87-194 Aug 

87-195 Aug 

87-196 Aug 

8 7-19 7 Aug 

87-198 Aug 

87-,199 Aug 

87-200- Aug 

87-201 Aug 

87-202 Aug 

87-204 Aug 

87-205 Aug 

87-206 Aug 

87-207 Aug 

87-208 Aug 

30 

6 

6 

6 

6 

7 

10 

9 

11 

11 

12 

12 

12 

14 

.. 14. 

17 

19 

19 

21 

21 

21 

21 

25 

Highway Repair Contracts Awarded 

Junior Park Ranger Program Underway 

Government Privatizes Printing of NWT Business Directory 

Don Pruden Post-Humously Awarded for Contribution 
to Parks 

Parks Conference Convened in Baker Lake This week 

Traditional Dene Camp Set up on Yellowknife Bay 

GNWT Received Disaster Assistance Payment 

Royal Couple Return Happy and Relaxed from 
Canoeing Adventure 

Pool Program Makes Big Spash in NWT Communities 

Marsh Paintings Document Inuit Lifestyle 

Mining Investment Tour This Week 

Housing Corp~ Initiates workshops on homelessness 

Kenyan to Share Housing Ideas with Northerners 

NWT Residents Join in Terry Fox Run 

Area Residents Help Uncover Past 

Agreement Reached on Relocation Assistance 

NWT Tourist Attractions to Receive British Media 
coverage 

Chefs Featuring Northern Foods Take the Gold 

Public Works and Highways Contracts Awarded 

Additional Regional Tourism Officer to be Hired 

Travel Keewatin Awarded Service Contract 

NWT Ministers Visit the Yakut Autonomous Soviet 
Socialist Republic 

Public Control of Education a Top Priority for the 
Department of Education 





87-209 Aug 31 

87-210 Sep 1 

87-211 Sep 1 

87-212 Sep 8 

87-213 u 

87-214 Sep 3 

87-215 Sep 9 

87-216 Sep 9 

87-217 Sep 10 

87-218 Sep 11 

87-219 Sep 14 

87-220 Sep 14 

87-221 Sep 15 

87-222 Sep 15 

87-223 Sep 16 

87-224 Sep 18 

87-225 Sep 22 

87-226 Sep 23 

87-227 Sep 24 

87-228 Sep 24 

87-229 Sep 25 

87-230 Sep 28 

87-231 Sep 28 

Coppermine Premiere for "They Look a Lot Like Us -
A China Odyssey" 

Prohibition in Fort Simpson for Papal Visit 

Nominations to be Re-opened 

Jobs in Justice: Funding for Arctic Plei 

j 

Assistant Deputy Minister of Business Development 
Appointed 

Renewable Resource Board Sets Principles 

Larger Funding Contribution for Yellowknife 
Public Library 

Commissioner Appoints New Assistant 

Cont.tacts Awarded to Northern Companies, Hamilet 

Baffin Historic Sites Need Protecting 

Pangnirtung Weavings Featured at Halifax Show 

Exhibit Looks at work of Jessie Oonark 

Ministers Discuss Airports with Federal Minister of 
Transport 

New Health Program Ready for NWT Schools 

Tia, Travelartic Combine Efforts 

Dialing for Degrees: Libraries "Reach Out and 
Teach Someone" 

"Brand-name Identity" in works for NWT Tourism 

Baffin Outfitters Study Package Tour Development 

Yellowknife Student Receives Scholarship to 
International College 

Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce to Provide 
Services in Pine Point 

Aids Awareness Program Launched today 

Unusual Sculpture on Display 





87-232 Sep 29 No Intervention Planned on Rideout Island 

87-233 Sep 30 NWT Visitor Traffic Increased in 1987 

87-234 Sep 30 Final Two Eda Sub-Agreements Signed 

87 - 235 Oct 1 Contracts Awarded to Northern Firms 

87-236 Oct 7 Opening Set for Aviation Gallery 

87-237 Oct 7 Committee Recommends Proposed Date For Health Transfer 

87-238 Oct 15 Agreement ~eached for Transfer of Health to NWT 

87-239 Oct 15 Executive Council Offers Advice to New Brunswick 

87-240 Oct 15 ICG to Provide Rate Schedule 

87-241 Oct 15 Dene Clothing Donated to Heritage Centre 

87 - 242 Oct 15 Stranded Caribou : A Rare Event 

87-243 Oct 19 Hay River Student Earns Top Marks 

87 - 244 Oct 20 Community-Based Prevention is Theme for Annual 
Crime Prevention Week 

87-245 Oct 21 GNWT Concerned Over Federal Tax Reform 

87 - 246 Oct 26 Community Government Week to be Held Nov . 9-13 

87 ~247 Oct 28 Petroleuci Pribes Increase 

87 - 248 Oct 28 Health Transfer to be Studies by Assembly of 
First Nations 

87 - 249 Oct 30 Children I s Book Festival Provides 11 A World to Explore " 

87 - 251 Nov 2 Attractive Package Tours Developed for Baffin Region 

87 - 252 Nov 5 Territorial Parks Improvements Approved 

87 - 253 Nov 6 Worker Safety Training Program Planned. 

87 - 254 Nov 9 Wale Cove Council Encourages Energy Efficiency 

8 7 - 2 5 5 Nov 12 ~ __ Computer Art Exhibited at Northern Heritage Centre 

87 - 256 Nov 16 Patterson Names Portfolios for Eleventh Assembly 
Ministers 





87-257 Nov 17 Arts & Crafts Catalogue Produced 

87-258 Nov 18 Overnight Day Care at Mary Murphy Seniors Horne to 
Continue 

87-259 Nov 17 Patterson Pays Tribute to Outgoing Ministers 

87-260 Nov 20 Career Show to be Held December 3 

87-261 Nov 23 NWT Municipal Administrators' Association Rejuvenated 

87-262 Nov 19 Highlights for NWT of Canada-Us Trade Agreement 
Released 

87-263 Nov 25 Free Trade Gets Qualified Support from Government 
of NWT 

87-264 Nov 24 

87-265 Nov 23 

87-266 Nov 26 

87-267 Nov 30 

87-268 Nov 30 

87-269 Dec 1 

87-270 Dec 1 

87-271 Dec 1 

87-272 Dec 4 

87-273 pee 7 

87-274 Dec 4 

87-275 Dec 7 

87-276 Dec 11 

87-277 Dec 14 

87-278 Dec 16 

Government Leader Welcomes Soviet Canadian Trans­
Polar Expedition 

8 from Baffin Receive Apprenticeship Awards 

NWT Apprentices Honored 

Mark Malone Named as Principal Secretary 

Social Services Minister Plans Private Meeting on 
Day Care 

Two Year Collective Agreement Reached with NWT 
Public Service Association 

GNWT and Teachers Association Reaches Tenative Deal 

Aklavik Program Supported by Department of Education 

Artists in the Schools Program Underway 

Increased use of Remote Sensing in NWT Planned 

New Approaches and Directions Approved by Cabinet 

Federal-Territorial Fish-Stocking Agreement Reached 

Social Services Minister Tours Inuvik Region 

Atlantic Fisheries Ministers Welcome NWT Participation 

Emergency Preparedness Funding Received 





87-279 Dec 16 NWT Post-Secondary Scholarships Awarded 

87-280 Dec 21 New Rules on Taxation of Travel Allowances 
Benefit North 

87-281 Dec 21 First Stage of Federal Tax Reform Gets Support 

87-282 Dec 21 Minister Approves Rezonning in Hay River 

87-283 Dec 21 NWT'S Laurie Dexter Harned to Soviet-Canadian 
Polar Expedition 

87-284 Dec 29 Emergency Distemper Vaccination Program 
Organized 

87-285 Dec 30 Appointments to Alcohol and Drug Services Board 
Announced 
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87-001 

PAYMENTS TO FOSTER PARENTS INCREASED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 5)- ""l','. Increased payments to 
foster parents go into effe9,t§ tnis mon,,th r.: Minis,Jer of 
Social Services Bruce McLaughlin ·., annotinced today. · 

"Foster parents make a valuable· qop-tr;Jbu~i~t1· to 
the lives of the young in'dividµgls . in tneir care and to 
the child welfare system as a wh'ole," the Minister 
said. "The new rates provide a :measure of recqgnition 
for this important work." 

"We also hope that the new compensation package 
will encourage the development of ,foster n;p.me$. and 
lessen the Department's ne.~,d for otner, more structured 
forms of care." 

The basic daily rate paid t9 foster parents 
varies from community to community, depending on the 
cost of living. With the increase, it ranges fr9m $20 
( in Yellowknife and several other ne'ighb.oring ·· 
communities) to $39 (in the most remote settlements). 
The clothing allowance ha~ been ~increased to $35 a 
month, with an additional all.otment of up to $33':0 .for. 
seasonal needs. 
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PAYMENT'S TO FOSTER PARENTS INCREA.3ED PAGE: 2 

The new rates also recognize the additional 
time and effort required to foster children with 
special needs. Rates have been set for children with 
physical and behavioural problems and for those who 
need help preparing for independence or a new 
placement. In these cases, the payments will depend on 
both the amount of extra help the child needs and the 
local cost of living. 

This is the first increase to foster parents 
since 1982. 

- 30 -

CONTACT: 

Diane Doyle 
Superintendent of Child Welfare 
Department of Social Services 
{403) 873-7709 

OR 

Candace Savage 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7615 



JAN 9 

87-002 

TERRITORIAL JUSTICES OF THE PEACE AND CORONERS 
SUBJECT OF REVIEW 

Yellowknife (Jan. 8) ~ Minister of Justice 
Michael Ballantine has announced the formation of a 
task force to study all aspects relating to the Justice 
of the Peace Program and Cornoner's Program in the 
Northwest Territories. 

"A comprehensive review is an important step to 
begin the process of improving the calibre and training 
of our Justice of the Peace ~nd Coroners" said Mr. 
Ballantyne. 

The task force has a wide mandate which 
includes recommending a program that meets the special 
needs of the northern justice system and the people it 
serves. It will examine such issues as the 
recruitment, qualifications, training, discipline and 
tenure of Justice of the Peace. It will also consider 
the special emphasis to be placed on increasing the 
representation of aboriginal people and women as 
Justice of the Peace. 

"The Justice of the Peace Program is the 
backbone of the judicial system in the Northwest 
Territories." Mr. Ballantyne says, "it is through the 
Justices of the Peace functioning effectively and 
efficiently that we will be able to localize the 
justice system to the community level." 

The task force will study and review the 
Justice of the Peace Act and recommend changes in 
keeping with the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. It will examine the reporting ' relationship 
and the remuneration of the Justice of the Peace. 
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JUSTICES OF THE PEACE SUBJECT OF REVIEW PAGE: 2 

Improved training and educational programs for 
Coroners will be examined by the task force. Serious 
consideration will also be given to developing a guide 
for the new Coroner's Act. 

The task force has representatives from across 
the Northwest Territories. Members are Peter Baril, 
President of the Northwest Terr ies' Justice of the 
Peace Association; Tony Whitford, a Yellowknife Justice 
of the Peace and Coroner; His Honour Judge Robert 
Halifax of Hay River; Tim Dialla, a Pangnirtung Justice 
of the Peace and Coroner and Evelyn Storr, Justice of 
the Peace and Coroner from Aklavik. 

Mr. Ballantyne says the task force will begin 
its work immediately and is to report by April 1987. 
He says it may draw on expertise available inside or 
outside the Northwest Territories. Mr. Ballantyne says 
at a later date, he may expand the size of the task 
force to accommodate any special interests. 

- 30 -

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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NORMAN WELLS SEWAGE TREATMENT PROJECT 

YELLOWKNIFE ( Jan. 9) - Two NWT firms have 
been awarded contracts to construct a sewage treatment 
facility and lift station in Norman Wells. 

Public works and Highways Minister Gordon Wray 
announced the two contract awards today. 

The project will include installation of 
facilities to collect sewage and divert it utilizing a 
lift station and a forcemain to Seepage Lake, north of 
the community, for natural treatment. 

A.T.A. Construction of Norman Wells was awarded 
a contract valued at $434,391 to install a forcemain, 
upgrade the existing road and construct a new road to 
the treatment facility. Two NWT firms bid higher 
amounts. work started in early December and is 
scheduled to be completed in March. 

In addition, Clark-Bowler Construction of 
Yellowknife was awarded a contract valued at $253,483 
to supply and construct the sewage lift station 
including a concrete wetwell, prefab building and twin 
pumps and to perform alterations to the macerator 
building. Four other firms, three from the NWT and one 
from Alberta, submitted higher bids. Work will begin 
in June and is scheduled to be completed by 
mid-September. 
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NORMAN WELLS SEWAGE TREATMENT PROJECT PAGE: 2 

Another contract for the completion of the 
No man Wells sewage treatment project will be tendered 
this spring. 

- 30 -

CONTACT: Pubic Works and Highways 
Yellowknife . 
( 403) 873-7256 



87-004 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION RESCUES ;LOST APPRENTICE 
JOBS AT NORTHWESTEL 

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 9) - Seven apprentices laid 
off late last fall by NorthwesTel have been recalled as 
the result of negotiations by the Department .of 
Education. 

The Minister, Dennis Patterson, says . the 
Communication Electrician apprentices were employed in 
Yellowknife, Hay River and Inuvik. NorthwesTel said 
the general slowdown in the economy resulted in a loss 
of revenue which in turn forced the company to lay off 
staff. 

"This extremely visible action on the part of 
NorthwesTel not only resulted in the immediate loss of 
jobs and training opportunities for Northerners, but it 
also meant 7 less jobs in the future for NWT residents 
after the North Warning System is complete." 

As a result of his concern, Mr. ~atterson says 
his officials contacted NorthwesTel to negotiate the 
reinstatement of the laid off apprentices and to 
provide some form of funding support. 

"I am very pleased that the seven apprentices 
have been recalled effective December 1st, 1986, and 
will continue their training to completion," said Mr. 
Patterson. 
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DEPARTMENT RESCUES LOST JOBS PAGE: 2 

The Department of Education will provide a 
salary subsidy out of the Training-on-the-Job Program 
up to a maximum of $200 per apprentice per week. This 
commitment for the 1986-87 fiscal year will draw 
$24,000 from the program. Support for the next year, at 
a cost of $70,000, will be continued if the 
appropriations are accepted by the Legislative 
Assembly. 

According to Mr. Patterson, "to a certain 
extent this support is provided to· recognize the 
economic situation of NorthwesTel. The economic 
situation could change in 1988 and we have agreed to 
assess the situation at that time before continuing 
this kind of subsidy. 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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YELLOWKNIFE EVENTS AMONG TOP 100 

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 12) - The American Bus 
Association has named _Yellowknife's . ,annual Midnight Sun 
golf tournament and Raven Mad Daze as two of the top 
100 travel events in North America this year. 

The selection is significant because . the 
association, which represents the giant intercity bus 
industry in the U.S., heavily promotes its Top 100 as 
first-rate travel destinations for motorcoach tour 
groups in Canada and the U.S. 

Announcement that the two Yellowknife events 
are among the Top 100 in 1987 was made today by Alan 
Kaylo, director of marketing for TravelArctic, the 
Territorial government's tourism marketing arm. 

According to Norman Sherlock, president of the 
Bus Association, joining the Top 100 automatically 
means national publicity in both Canada and the U.S. 
and invariably increases attendance at the selected 
events. 

The association recently unveiled its Top 100 
list at the organization's Marketplace in Nashville, 
Tenn., the largest gathering of bus companies and 
travel industry members in the U.S. 

"Besides the favourable publicity and 
additional attention generated by the Top 100, it is a 
significant compliment for these two Yellowknife events 
to make the list," said Kaylo. "Only quality 
attractions are ever selectled." 

CONTACT: 
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TEST FISHERY RESULTS IN SPRING 

IQALUIT (Jan. 13) - Quotas for a commercial 
arctic char fish~ry near Igloolik are expected to be 
established by the federal Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans this coming spring. 

Once the quotas· are set, the Department of 
Economic Development and Tourism will be able to 
determine if the establishment of a commercial summer 
char fishery in the area will be financially viable. 

Close to 20 well-paying seasonal jobs could be 
created for Igloolik residents if the commercial arctic 
char fishery goes ahead. 

A two-year test fishery at Steensby Inlet near 
the community was conducted under the commercial 
renewable resource initiatives of Minister of Economic 
Development Tagak Curley. It was completed in 
September of last year. 

"Developing viable char fisherias in the 
eastern Arctic requires a considerable degree of 
intensive field work. Before we proceed with 
investments in facilities, we require at least two 
years of test-fishing to determine if all the factors 
underlying a successful fishery are indeed present," 
said the minister. 
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This was one of the largest and most-thorough 
test fisheries for char ever conducted in the NWT. Ten 
different rivers were examined in each of two years of 
test fishing. At the same time, local people - working 
in small family groups - were employed as fishermen. 
They also received training in the techniques of 
handling and processing fish for commercial sale. 

Results of the test fishery have now been 
turned over to the federal Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans for analys~s. The size and location of the 
commercial quotas eventually set will play a large role 
in determining whether or not a commercial char fishery 
is feasible. 

Another factor which will play an important 
role in the final decision will be the price of arctic 
char in southern Canada, says Larry Simpson, economic 
development officer. 

At the moment, char prices are fairly low -
about $3 a pound wholesale. Char must also compete as a 
product against the more popular salmon, yet the cost 
of getting it to market from the north is fairly high. 

Faced with such tight economics, the decision 
on whether or not to go ahead will have to be very 
carefully thought out, says Simpson, since a commercial 
char fishery will be expected to pay its own way. 

The Department of Economic Development and 
Tourism is working on promoting arctic char to increase 
its popularity both regionally and in southern Canada. 

The department is also working to get approval 
for a winter fishery when both the economics and the 
logistics of getting the fish to market are better. 
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According to regulations, the fish must arrive 
unfrozen for inspection at a Fisheries and Oceans 
licensed processing plant. If arrangements could be 
made for inspections and supervision in the field, says 
Simpson, then winter f~shing through the ice might also 
be commercially possible. 

Fisheries and Oceans is expected to announce 
commercial quotas for the Steensb7 Inlet area in March 
or April. It should take about two months longer to 
complete the financial analysis and.make a final 
decision on the establishement of a commercial arctic 
char fishery for Igloolik. 
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CONTACT: 

Larry simpson 
Economic Development Officer 
Resource Development 
(819) 979-5311 

OR 

Sharon Buness 
Public Affairs Officer 
Iqaluit 
(819) 979-4245 
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FUNDING RECEIVED FOR TRAPPING EXHIBIT 

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 13) - The Northern Heritage 
Centre has received $36,000 to plan a major travelling 
exhibit on the importance of trapping to the people of 
the North. 

"When it's completed, in about a year and a 
half, the exhibit will be shown in both northern and 
southern Canada," predicted Minister of Culture and 
Communications Nick Sibbeston. "This will be an 
advocacy exhibit, giving northern trappers an 
opportunity to present their point of view to a large 
national audience." 

The grant, which comes from the Museums 
Assistance Program of the National Museums of Canada, 
is an indication of the Northern Heritage Centre's 
national reputation for high professional standards, 
Mr. Sibbeston said. "We're also gratified that several 
major institutions across Canada have already expressed 
an interest in hosting the exhibit." 

The display will be developed in consultation 
w1cn individuals and organizations in many northern 
communities and will consist of both objects and 
photographs. It will focus on the historical 
development of the trapping industry and its impact on 
human lives in the past and the present. 
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The Centre will assign six staff people to 
contribute to the project and will hire a co-ordinator 
to oversee its development. Additional funding, to 
construct and tour the exhibit, will be sought at a 
later date. 
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CONTACT: 

Lynette Harper 
Curator, Education/Extension 
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7684 

OR 

Candace Savage 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7615 
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN HOUSING WELCOMED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 13) - People in the Northwest 
Territories now have a greater say in matters relating 
to housing following the implementation of a 
recommendation by the Special Committee on Housing. 

Minister Responsible for the Housing 
Corporation Michael Ballantyne says the move will help 
incorporate the practical needs and wants of northern 
communities. 

"Community councils will have the important 
duty of approving or disapproving public housing lots 
selected for construction," said Mr. Ballantyne. 
"Those councils and housing associations will be asked 
to approve the positioning of new houses on the lots. 
We will use recommendations regarding changes whenever 
possible." 

Most importantly, according to the Minister, 
"the councils, housing associations and people who have 
recently lived in public and H.A.P. (Homeownership 
Assistance Program) housing will have the opportunity 
to give their opinions on current designs." 

A Design Committee of the Housing Corporation 
has already begun the process of consulting with about 
18 communities. It visited Rae on January 8th and will 
finish in the Baffin Region by early April this year. 
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Mr. Ballantyne says ideas to improve existing 
housing designs will be used where possible in the 1988 
public housing and HAP designs. The criteria will 
include cost effectiveness, technical feasibility and 
legal building code requirements . 

. 
"If this com~unity input process is successful, 

the Design Committee will be sent out once again to 
repeat the consultation exercise before any new designs 
are developed," said Mr. Ballantyne. 

"In addition to gathering specific information 
about design preferences, the project will enhance and 
develop better c9rnmunication between the communities 
and the Housing Corporation. It's another positive 
step which meets not only the direction of the Special 
Committee on Housing, but the goals of the Housing 
Corporation as well." 

CONTACT: 
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Hiram Beaubier 
President 
(403) 873-7400 
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FUNDING PROVIDED · FOR TRANSITION HOUSES AND A 
CRISIS SHELTER 

YELLOWKNIFE (Jane 13) - Two Transition Houses -
in Fort Smith and Iqaluit - and a Crisis Centre in 
Tuktoyukuk will receive more than $160,000 from the 
Department of Social Services over the next three 
months. 

The Minister, Bruce McLaughlin, says "these 
programs have all come about through community 
initiatives and they will all be operated by local 
societies. We are convinced that this community-based 
approach is our most effective option for providing 
help to victims of family violence." 

In Fort Smith, the Tawow Society opened its 
three-bedroom Transition House in November, with Terry 
Villeneuve as co-ordinator. Social Services, through 
its Family Violence Prevention Program, contributed 
$58,000 to cover operations until March 31, 1987. 

"Nutaraq Place", the Transition House in 
Iqaluit, will be opening soon. The House takes its name 
from a well-known Baffin elder who has been counselling 
people in the region for many years. The Baffin 
Regional Agvvik Society has received $71,000 for 
operational funding until the end of the fiscal year 
for the shelter. It has hired Susan Sammons as 
director. 
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The Tuk Crisis Committee has received $34,200 
to provide shelter and counselling to victims of 
spousal assault, and others in crisis situations. The 
centre will operate from a two-bedroom trailer and will 
be open for 12 hours a .day, during the night. 

"The people involved-·in establishing these 
Houses have worked long and hard t~ build community 
support, locate facilities and arrange funding," said 
Mr. McLaughlin. "They deserve a great deal of credit." 

The Family Violence Prevention Program also 
provides operati~g funds for McAteer House, the 
Transition House Program sponsored by the Yellowknife 
YWCA. 

CONTACT: 

Iris McCracken 
Co-ordinator 
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Family Violence Prevention Program 
Social Services 
(403) 873-6257 

OR 

Candace SAvage 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7615 
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FUTURE OF NORTHERN TELEVISION TO BE DISCUSSED AT 
SYMPOSIUM 

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 14) - The future of 
television in northern Canada will be discussed by 
participants from across the North at a symposium being 
held in Yellowknife January 15-16. 

The meeting, which has been convened by the NWT 
Department of Culture and Communications, is bringing 
together representatives of organizations concerned 
with northern television programming from the NWT, 
Yukon, Arctic Quebec and Labrador. 

Minister of Culture and Communications Nick 
Sibbeston says that the symposium will present a good 
opportunity for potential users of television as a 
communications vehicle in the North to determine what 
they may be able to achieve together. 

"Northern-oriented television programming has 
been increasing in recent years, with CBC Northern 
Services and several aboriginal communications 
societies starting into or expanding television 
production. As well, educators have begun looking to 
television for distance education purposes and the 
medium could become increasingly important for public 
information, including possible televising of some 
meetings of the legislative assemblies," noted Mr. 
Sibbeston. 
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Among the issues to be discussed at the 

Northern Television Symposium will be · the possible 
shar ing of a northern television satellite transponder 
by various organizations and ways in which northern 
programming can be expanded. 

< 

The recent federal task force on broad·casting -­
pol icy in Canada supported the strengthening of CBC's 
northern television service, and also suggested that 
northern producers should have easier and cheaper 
access to satellite time. The report also recommended 
that the federal government fund a d~dicated satellite 
transponder to be shared by northern us~r groups. 

Among the org aniz ations which will be 
represented at the symposium are six northern 
aboriginal communications societies, the National 
Aboriginal Commu nications Society, CBC Northe~n 
Services, the Government of the NWT departments· of 
Culture and Communications and Education, the . . 
Legislative Assembly of the NWT, and the Kativik School ' · ·, 
Board from Arctic Quebec. Resource persons are also ' 
attending from the federal departments of 
Communications and the Secretary of State, the CRTC and 
Telesat Canada. 

Experiences encountered by the Learn Alaska 
Television Network will also be considered, including 
viewing of video tapes and a teleconference linkup with 
participants in Juneau, Alaska. 

The sympos ium is being held in the Legislative 
Assembly Annex of the Yellowknife Inn. 
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CONTACT: Ross Harvey 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7146 
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GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS NEW HOTEL 

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 15) - The Territorial 
government is giving Nunasi Corporation $20,000 to help 
it set up a company that would build a new hotel in 
Pangnirtung. 

The money will be used by the corporation -­
the business arm of Inuit Tapirisat of Canada -- to 
incorporate the new company, assemble land in Pang and 
develop the hotel concept. 

The corporation's plan is to finance the hotel 
by offering 1 million common shares to the public, 
although 51 per cent of them would be reserved for 
Inuit-owned or controlled companies or Inuit 
individuals. 

The government money is being contributed by 
the Tourism Facilities and Training Contribution Fund. 

According to the corporation, a management 
study completed last summer proved there is a market in 
Pangnirtung for the new facility and a great deal of 
interest among companies and individuals in 
participating in it. The corporation's tentative 
schedule calls for it to be built in the fall of 1987. 

"In this case, government is playing the very 
legitimate role of helping people with demonstrated 
imagination and drive to achieve their goals," said 
Tagak Curley, minister of economic development and 
tourism. "A new facility in Pangnirtung will also help 
the people in the community by attracting more tourists 6 providing jobs." 
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Tourism is on the increase in the Pang area, in 
part due to the creation of Auyittuq National Park near 
the community and the development of nearby Kekerten 
Island historical park. 

CONTACT: Barry Craig 
(403) 873-7251 
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NORTH MAY GET ITS OWN TELEVISION NETWORK 

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 19) - Northern Canada may 
have its own television network as a result of an 
agreement reached at the conclusion of a northern 
television symposium in this northe r n capital Friday. 

Representatives of broadcasters and potential 
users of a northern network have agreed to urge the 
federal government to accelerate funding for a northern 
television transponder. 

A northern transponder would give northern 
broadcasters a complete television channel·~ 
Programming from this new northern channel could be 
received by all communities of the Yukon, Northwest 
Territories , Arctic Quebec and Labrador, provided they 
had appropriate receiver - transmitter facilities. 

Those participating in the two-day symposium 
included the governments of the NWT and Yukon; CBC 
Northern Services; six aboriginal communications 
societies from the Yukon, NWT, Arctic Quebec and 
Labrador; the National Aboriginal Communications 
Society; and the Kativik School Board (Arctic Quebec). 
Resource people from the CRTC, Telesat Canada, a nd the 
Federal Departments of Communications and the Secretary 
of State also attended. The symposium was hosted by 
the Territorial government's Department of Culture and 
Communications. 
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At the request of the symposium participants, 
Minister of Culture and Communications Nick Sibbeston 
and Minister of Education Dennis Patterson are sending 
results of the meeting to appropriate federal ministers 
and the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Culture and 
Communications. 

In addition to requesting a dedicated northern 
satellite transponder, the deleglates agreed to carry 
out an implementation study of a new northern 
television network. 

The study will examine the feasibility of 
var i ous options for funding and managing the new 
network, and what the financial and technical 
requireme n ts would be. The report is to be prepared 
within the next two a nd a half months by an independent 
consultant who will report to a working committee of 
rep r esentatives from the participating agencies. 

The Department of Culture and Communications 
has been asked to facilitate the network implementation 
study and its review. 

If a northern network does become a reality, 
viewers from Yukon to Labrador would be able to tune in 
a second channel which would carry a mix of 
programming. This could include programs produced by 
northern broadcasters (including CBC and aboriginal 
communications societies); educational programming; 
coverage of the legislative assemblies; and programming 
a cquired from other sources which would be of interest 
to Northerners - for example from other public 
broadcasters, the National Film Board, or through 
international exchanges. 

The CBC national service would continue to be 
available on its existing satellite channel. The new 
network would be established as a separate, parallel 
channel, giving Northerners another choice. 
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In order to achieve this objective without the 
communities having to dulicate existing satellite 
receiving facilities, the symposium urged Telesat 
Canada to review current channel assignments on Anik D1 
and to identify a transponder for the potential users 
for 1988. 

Establishing the new network would require a 
commitment from the federal government for the leasing 
of the satellite transponder, as well as some other 
related costs. This was a key recommendation of the 
recent federal Task Force on Broadcasting Policy 
(Caplan/Sauvageau), which recognized· the current 
limitations on expanding northern programming via 
existing distribution systems. 

The task force report recommended that 
" ••• native communications societies and the CBC 
Northern Service share a satellite transponder 
dedicated to serving northern communities. 
Furthermore, ••. that the Government of Canada increase 
allocations to the NNBAP in order to cover costs 
associated with the shared transponder option. 

The NNBAP (Northern Native Broadcast Access 
Program), which is administered by the Department of 
the Secretary of State, funds 13 aboriginal 
communications societies to produce native-language 
radio and television programming. The current NNBAP 
expires on March 31, 1987 and the program is up for 
renewal. 

CONTACT: Ross Harvey 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7146 
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HOUSING CORPORATION RECRUITING NATIVES 

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 19) - The NWT Housing 
Corporation is launching an employee recruiting drive 
among native people. 

Corporation representatives are to visit 
communities in every region to identify and contact 
people interested in working for the corporation. 

While the corporation has an affirmative action 
plan that has already met with some success, it 
believes the intense community awareness program it is 
now launching will recruit a lot more native employees. 

The awareness program was announced today by 
Michael Ballantyne, minister responsible for the 
corporation. 

"Every effort will be made to contact people 
interested in seeking a career with the corporation," 
said the minister. 

The corporation is looking for people to fill 
both existing and future positions and in-service 
training positions. These positions are available in 
the communities, regional offices and Yellowknife 
headquarters. 

People interested in finding out if the 
corporation will be visiting their community should 
call collect to the offices of the corporation in 
Yellowknife at (403) 920-6531. 
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CONTACT: Dept. of Culture and Communications 
Yellowknife 
(403) 873-7251 
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MAND IN GNWT CLAIMS NEGOTIATOR 

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 20) - Dan Mandin is the 
GNWT's Dene Metis Negotiator. He accepted the position · 

. effective January 2. 

Originally from the province of Saskatchewan, 
Mandin came North in 1981 as editor of Native Press, a 
position he held until 1984. 

In 1984, he became the Executive Assistant to 
Nick Sibbe~ton who was then Minister of Local 
Government. 

In 1985, he was named Political Development 
Advisor for the Aboriginal Rights and Constitutional 
Development Secretariat. 

Mandin holds a B.A. in film studies from 
Carleton University. When he was offered the position 
of editor of Native Press in 1981, he has completed 3.5 
years towards his journalism degree also at Carleton. 

CONTACT: 
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Bev Latham 
Public Affairs Officer 
873-7343 
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE UP IN THE KITIKMEOT 

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 20) - There has been an 
across-the-board increase in school attendance in the 
Kitikmeot. 

According to Minister of Education Dennis 
Patterson, attendance in grades one to nine has 
improved in each of the six communities in the region. 
In November (the last month for which figures are 
available), it stood at an impressive 84% overall, 9% 
higher than the same month in the previous year. 

"Credit for the improvement must go to local 
education authorities, who have been actively promoting 
school attendance," Mr. Patterson said. He suggested 
that another factor may be the recent amendment to the 
Education Act, which gave local authorities the power 
to enforce attendance. "The publicity surrounding that 
change has also kept the issue in people's minds." 

Specific credit is due to each Kitikmeot 
community, Mr. Patterson said. Spence Bay takes the 
honour for highest attendance, with a rate of 93% for 
November. Cambridge Bay is in second place with 88%. 
Coppermine, Holman, and Gjoa Haven, all of which have 
reached about the 80% mark, take the prize for 
improvement, with increases of 19%, 15% and 12% 
respectively. Pelly Bay showed a more modest increase 
but continues to maintain the high average attendance 
rate of 85% that it established last year. 
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"LEA's and school staff in each community are 
to be congratulated for their continuing interest and 
hard work in helping to eliminate the attendance 
problem in the Kitikmeot," Mr. Patterson said. 

CONTACT: 

Tom Stewart 
Regional Superintendent 
Kitikmeot Region 
Department of Education 

OR 

Candace Savage 

- 30 -

Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 

(403) 983-2137 

(403) 873-7615 
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HISTORIC EXPEDITION RECEIVES GNWT SUPPORT 

IQALUIT (Jan. 20) - Four adventurers who plan 
to travel by dog team and retrace the route of the last 
great Inuit migration from Baffin Island to Greenland 
will receive close to $11,000 in support funding from 
the GNWT. 

The assistar,c-e was anrrounced today by 
Government Leader Nick Sibbeston who is also the 
minister responsible for the Territorial government's 
department of culture and communications. 

The funding is being provided to the 
Qitdlarrsuaq Expedition in exchange for photographs, 
artifacts and educational and historical material from 
the expedition. The material will eventually be used 
in the NWT school curriculum and by the Prince of Wales 
Northern Heritage Centre. The team plans to use the 
funding to purchase traditional caribou and sealskin 
clothing to be used during the four month journey over 
some of the toughest terrain on Baffin Island and 
Northern Greenland. 

Mr. Sibbeston said the commemorative journey, 
125 years after the arrival of the great Inuit leader 
and shaman Qitdiarssuaq - in Greenland - will "draw 
significant attention to the fact that native people 
were the original explorers of the Arctic." 

He added that all residents of the Northwest 
Territories and, in particular, its young people will 
benefit from the increased knowledge of and pride in 
the traditional ways of the Inuit that will result from 
re-creation of the historical journey. 
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Qitdiarssuaq is believed to have been born in the 
Cumberland Sound area of Baffin Island, near where 
Pangnirtung is today. Historical records indicate that 
he led the last gread Inuit migration to Greenland. 
His group of about 40 men, women and children followed 
a route which took them over the rugged terrain of 
Baffin and Ellesmere Islands and across the frozen sea 
ice of Smith Sound to the coast of Greeland in about 
1862. Their arrival resulted in an exchange of 
technology that proved to be extremely useful to the 
survival of both groups. 

The Qitdiarrsuaq Expedition team includes 
leader and organizer Renee Wissink, 28, team members 
Theo Ikkurnaq, 32, and Paul Apak, 31, all of Igloolik, 
as well as expedition photographer Mike Beedell, 30, of 
Ottawa. Ikkurnaq and Apak are direct descendents of 
Qitdiarssuaq. All four team members are experienced 
Arctic travellers and each brings special areas of 
expertise to the expedition. Three members are 
experienced handlers and breeders of the hardy Canadian 
Eskimo dog, which will be used exclusively for 
transportation during the journey. 

The group plans to leave Igloolik in mid-March 
with 42 dogs in four teams. They will travel overland 
north to Pond Inlet and Arctic Bay and then cross the 
sea-ice of Lancaster Sound to Devon Island. The coast 
of this area is a major habitat for polar bears. From 
Devon Island they will travel across Jones Sound to 
Grise Fiord, over south Ellesmere Island, and then 
across Makinson Inlet where they hope to visit one of 
the winter campsites left by the original expedition. 
From Makinson Inlet, they will head further north to 
Pim Island, crossing several major glacier-covered 
headlands. This is expected to be the most arduous and 
dangerous portion of the journey. The team has been 
preparing for it by practicing glacier and crevasse 
rescue techniques in advance of their journey. 
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From Pim Island, the expedition will head 
across the frozen sea-ice of Smith Sound to Etah in 
north Greenland, where Qitdlarssuaq is believed to have 
arrived more than a century ago with his group. From 
there, the team will travel south to other small 
coastal communities, and hopes to meet some of the 
scattered descendants of the original expedition along 
the way. They plan to arrive at Thule Airbase for an 
airlift back home in late June. 

In addition to support from the GNWT, the 
expedition is being sponsored by the Baffin Tourism 
Association, First Air, the Inuit Cultural Institute 
the Donner Foundation, Indian and Northern Affairs 
Canada, Canada North Outfitting Ltd. McLaren 
Advertising, Daymen Photo, Olympus Cameras, Karhu 
Skiis, a number of outdoor equipment firms including 
Trailhead and Clorothylie, and through private 
donations. Donations are tax deductable and may be 
sent to "The Qitdiarssuaq Expedition, General Delivery, 
Igloolik, NWT, X0A 0L0. Donors of $2500 or more will 
receive an audio-visual presentation by one of the 
expedition following its completion. Those who donate 
$1500 will receive five custom photographic prints from 
the expedition, and donors of $500 will receive a 
limited edition lithograph of a scene from the 
expedition. 

Expedition members have been working with their 
dog teams since last summer, preparing for the 
gruelling journey. They have now entered a final 
two-month intensive training period which will be spent 
travelling and working in terrain similar to that which 
they will encounter during their three and a half month 
journey. 
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They plan to make their official departure from 
Igloolik in mid-March. 

- 30 -
(Team member profiles, expedition background 

and map attached). 

CONTACT: 

Renee Wissink 
Qitdiarssuaq Expedition Headquarters 
819-934-8883 

OR 

Sharon Buness 
Public Affairs Officer 
819-979-4245 
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I PROFILBI 

QITDLARBSUAQ EXPEDITIOO mBmBERB 

REn-1 WISBIDI:- 11 JW old llfldiUN ~ IIDN 'l'illlAt. (1111•.AY 
WIS-SUll:) 11 A luau 1l1p, ec1'oo1 teitace INCll.tt who llu MN 11uu1JJ11 do1 &Nat la 
Ctaldl'I ......... Arcdc for •• ,. rm JNtl. a. Aff ll\'tl la l~llt - 11111A 
IIJud, fttN bffl«II Clat4lia lalao do11 ud o,-N&M U outftWA1 Mi._ 
wiiiiia Thull EaNJUA.11. IJI •~J 1Upfllt4 clNI to lllU of &bl CUMl&a Miao 

lltllt lawulloul Po.tu lzpNJ&loa'I IUCCtlll'Ul 1916 uaeu,fOIIN 
t0tMUU1U1 Pitt. ktiU bM cnd.ktd U11 1adUnace ud ,te■l11 or 

lll'IAllll,l!iill■ •• &Na ffU die toupN& Jiff of Ult ,.,..., ··tbnuP 
di, 1uu,11lNS or nt1U11Milt et.-.n let e.lGM to Ellnaln 1111114. WJlll.at 
911 11 mcc..-u1 ,attlcifu& !a at aacu.11 of bodl die KeEMU ud .Anubff 
I.wen OA l&ffla lllud, ud u & plde au OUL'iaat UI eoadUe&td tbun IA bolli 
Au,utuu, Nl&leaal Pvk ..... .,,_ Wud. Wlltla.t'• dtNa.., NWUiAI tllt toUlll of 
mae ot Ult lrtl& Uflottn ltJ &It& tMa 1M ,._ tuclal&ioa Yilll &lat QiWlnlUII 
»add W to da1 lonulloa .,._. ~ _,,.ttoa. 

THEO 11:EUfflA.Q--,z,-rtMft:;:'ct lttUU4 (Tlfl-ol 11:-GOl·IWII) Jaadirtc& 
dNctadaat or OlldlltllUII fNa NIii Gnlallad 1acl 8lffta bnl.ch• ot Ile ltll& 
1Mdor'1 clu. II INT UJ la IIIIMM tulfMI C111P1 aw l&JoOllt., ,rl&m Ml hailf 
a.&J.at&lnld I ttNidtHl&l .... ft Jant.la1 llfN&ylt. Al • tNUl&. Theo Ifft' u, 
ltOUAd •• Md nu.a, ..... ,.,.., or CMMIU lltlao ••• Ja lJI OYA 
riaht. Follm.al ·bJ, NUNlioa la lutvult lellurct Tteulloff && Tbtblclla Colltp 
1D. For&Saldl, nr, Tbto llffMMI 1'1ldllll OffloltYWl d&1Tvrkorill .,.,....,., 
learnMI letouNtl 1a , auaMt of ldfla eo .. uWN. l&illd la Ult tndltilla&I 
ftJI ti me lauk. Tl&• wuap tt •• eQNldoa bMII, 1lrMIIII of IQtrinct liTial •• 
&ta'flllial la die Jlll'III. CO&didlal of .... INdc Y!atln U 'flJ1 U & w, 
11c1'alctJ. b&ck&rouad 'ftkl Jaclufll a,u1111 YWl JG,lar Mir dlllfflall. 

PAUL APAIC-Jl Jt&r Did Paul AJlt (PAIL AB·PAB) ,,.. aUlld tlllt 
~•• •1fl, A.Pit (Alfll). ud ii IJM I di.Ne& dltctadu& or &Ile Itel& lllMM, 
Ba ud Tbto lllu~ 1tt COUIIA1. Paul w, laota ud tlllecl !a l11oillt. at MC 
tnd1Lioau arm, tc ldft1l co■aualdll, I.lace Ml IIUltt NilN C:UwUu Niau dip, 
Plul hM NIA muad CMaulll llJl llft ud JI UY U aplftdol llaadw ad UMditM 
YIU u ....... Atfllc tra'lflll. Fot U&I Ill& Iii,.,.. lie Ml .... ea,JoJN II. 
iiltvJ.iiu ~ aad ,,__. of laud& euflun.l f161ft1U widl &be L\Ui& 
ltoedCM&Ja1 Cot,on&lu. Ptul WW M IIIN&ial ft.la lloal Ult ft1 &ad lndUcJ.11 & 
talffillol pl'O.,.. tor IIC buN oa Ille~ 11,edllioa'I Joun17 to GtN1Nfl. 

fflll:I BIIDELL-. A&,-,. lllb l11dlU (111-IILL) II ikWJ ftll·tana &o WJ 
Caalldila1, hdl Ulnup hJI Noter Afflio pe&11ftP7. 7J#M11111M,1111U• •• 
JUI ncu, JoutatJ dlnup &111 llullftl& Pallp 'J waa ,rWl Jeff JMcla&Ja, 
.a ot ttalftN Antic ldtali& Dr. JN 111.claaJa. luN 1a OUaft. lf1b JI a 
JllOIOjMJtallil& v.hl cndbl ua I tu1_lllt of Culdlu 11d lalUU&ilall AIIUre, outdllt 
Md &nftJ et.,,4•. It JI &IM &9i.lMNMI pW. 91dl t,wt of~- la ANUo 
lfffll. MJlt Ml Md lt1 IOUII oa th PtaMJ IN Clp la ._, ll&tM1II hrt tot 
Tn.U.llNd ol O&tn&. doat ritv tuaaJa1 q d&t eo,,e.ra1u u.d ..... , 11Tttt ... JI 
u ex,eriuctd oeeu a,abr. la lddllioa &e prnldiA1 ~bk cnet111 II tilt 
~ El1Mj&loa'1 )oun.,, IOb WW IMO luiaa IO-.. apNAloa .J, tQrlrilact 
la aouataiaMria1 ud sJMlu t.mt!. Ir tu uat Ult ~• •~ l&loolit Ja 
ald-l&ffll, Ill wW !l-. u,u.,.. ........ dfflia1 .W. ucl YiU ,ua 1111 wa 11111 
anupoui a, a,edldoa, 
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QITDLARSSUAQ EXPEDITIOD 

HISTORICAL BACl:GROUOD 

01~14 vu a treat ln.ui& 1..a1111r d.UWl Tho ii bellned to blVt bNa NtA 
OJablrlud Souad &rK ot Blffln IIIUd, AW Ybltt "41Alrwa1 II IOd&y. 

nH11,n.P1.e:&1 neotdt ladlctte lb&& ht ltd tile Ila 1NM lauit alpa&Joa to Gnt.al&ad. 
111 1roui, or about 40 men.. yom111 chlldrta tolloYed a rouit Yhich toot Uwa 
over the ru11ed teff'IJA of Blff.m uul Elletatte lllu.dl u.d 1en11 the ftoltA N61ce 
ot Saith Sound 10 tilt COi& ot Gntni&nd J.a about 1162. Tht!r 1ttiftl rt1U1"4 la IA 
tlhMI• of tacluioloff with I.he CtNtalu.dJc lauii &hi& ptoved to be mnuly 
UllfU1 to tbe 111ntn1 ot bofJl 1roup1. 

~w.auaruaq a&o wv1llld mo1.lh'1t, 011 .nottb Blffln Il!U.d dUtiAI 1111 ur,11.me. 
"°'un bOYia &o auy ,-opt, lot Jd1 JkAftn u • lhuwi. Then an ,uay 

ii0.r1.6i oou, Lilia ,owettut both U\OAI &he eouu1 peoi,11 of 
,uH•uu1111"n GreealM.d &nd the 1MM>'1t ot l,.toollt u.d other north Bd11A coaauaitlu. 

,ru u aucb. .......... , ..... _.. u be WU rupected. Bil Allh 11 lllo IUI.UOAN i4 the •rluea 
Nt!:l.'iNM ct a AUakr ot the lun,eu. tip.lore.rt of dll& ...... 9h'ln1 .billotictil 
ftlld1ty to , .,, Yhicb mJ1Ju otb.1rv1N na&.t.tl only u te1ud. 

01~·· Joutnl)',,., in fflrJ NAN, V'UI exp.tcrldoA. Alttu:aup hi folloTod 
a. tr'ldJUoaaJ. ovetlud route to Gnu.llad. 1, ii believed to have beu. uaremu 10 
the people ot hit lime ud taOYA &o lb.ea oaty throu&h ltOriN huded dov.a from 
tile ,ut. ~14, ,r.it.h a 1puit ot·••atun u.d a dNiN to tN aw t1Ku ltd .bil 
people hlto UAfuiUtt tun!A, 1Ntehm1 tor I Aff l&Dd. 

~•• 01pldit1o11 dlttlnd m oat lllfOt ny. lo11ner. rrcm Ule EUro,-a 
11pl.otldba1 or the um.e. lalteld ot 1r&••WA1 wills 1 1nup of httdy mtJ.e 
ldflatunn, hil 11,edidoD IACIUdtd IIWl childHA &ad Y011t4 CUtJ1'f:.1:UAI 
Nbiu la Chi .boodl or Lhtif "&maut111· (hooded caribou ula ,artu). Al t he 
wu oblil&kld co heJJ) tb.e 1roup ft.ad uiJUII vhieh coutd bt Jlu.atad IO enaun llleir 
aunriftl cmria1 tbe t.NUou1 Jouraey. Tnv,WA1 with 1Uch , l&tp 1tou, 111G 
.... Ulelr JfOlttll. 1, mu• h,., IIUA 1 •• ,.,. aroa1 1Ndl.r lo Jtollffl the 
cohNLveaNI of Ille 1roup durla1 the •·ttHl yun of 4ltt1eu1tJu ucouauertd oa 
th.It 1000 milt vet over •m.a or I.be &ouput ternil. ta tbe world. 

I.a 1981, knllh 11.Plortt fllUd mmutllD recorded a dltl.lltd ICCOUIU of 
01~14•1 -111.Uun. T.h• _,,., waa to ala w, wo GrMAiMdtn, 11trqu114 .. 
u oJd mu Yho YU bota durla1 the sewu JourAl'f ud Puil»&t, Yiu• 
1ruuU'll.ber YU oat oft.be ori1JA1.t laai1ru.t1. T.bq dNcriNd Qildlvau14 u 
k1A1 quite old Yb.en the Jouraey uaa■d.&. Be TU b&ld.lA&, ( 11bil tonheld YU aot 
ccvettd tr, hilt") u uauauAI cccuttaee am.oa1 Inuit, 11111NCJA1 Ula he YM ••rv 
old ii.dead. BJ, hllr YU Tllite. Included in, their t,Je YU & lia or Ult AMIN or 
peoJle followed QUdlarNU&q; IO tbM 11 'PHN it Jlu Mt4 ,otlible &o &tact 
... , or QitlardtlulMfl dNcead&Atl. who AOY live 111 111otJJL had IAllt Md 
GtleallAd. 

Oi~sq 11 bellned to bav, bid uv~1n1 aouvu r~ ht, journey. It JI lb.oupt 
dlU Ill IUf llffl bNft cllreCUy iflTtdVed iA Ult dlltb.1 of I AU&Nr or poople AW 
Poad I.ale& ud ltloollt, ,olllbly danu1h u11A1 hJI &aWr11H M I lhl&U.. or that."* 
wu a dtlce11dut or a murderer. Either fly, he bewne I Mto.11 1&r1et tor 1v1a1m1 
n1atlftt. Thul, he hid ., 411'11111,·~,Hloll,IB dM1ft to 11t &Y&y to & ,11c, Whitt Ult a.,ru.a1u111.u,r;a 

.en unllbt, fo11GY. 
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COIILAU!l&W of ,topll ltf14& M 
•H••-•llli!llli/•,."'I _ ..... w .. , •1rn1a1MN or arouad tb11, 

n11D1um 11.oiNUaoa. lla&l iahr...U.a. 
tlN~n ,eopll. 

MJl&liaa Rd1111111Na, • After Ql~ hlVd &h&t mere 
could .D.fflt llttle dowa IO MJdllAI 

coa1unWAtlt or 11111111 ~ 11·• IA the ,rn1ace ol tht ,etflt of Lb• 
Jout6tfl dl.rou&b tb.t &it, wltb hll lltlJlal 
auup laulL. At lut ca, day be 1.aroraed 1111 

Aff OOUIW,I Aad ~• &old data &bl& be 'ftl 
"""""'---- 1101,■ u 101ttH mea au so tollff Ilia. •DD 

JOU &bl dtlin to • aw JNpil?. 

Me.rqu uu, 1111u nwtatd. TlltJ t.nv1Uod 
witll 10 IINIIIN u:u11H&1:11 • 1nUW1 t,y aaay u tnaty do11 nch ud rcuad 
,1e.1u.y o llllilli£,'ll,IIJUllllilllUIP 'fltt forced to MU Lllelr 'ftJ mr au1• 

Wllu tb1 let btob UJ 11 lptln.1, Ila, 
a aood ft1lda1 pllel ud rtGa mett 11.ua, .... .,,Nlehtd they bull& MAI hoUNI NOfld 

'IN.ltaa lilt Up& nwraed eaou1h ao nauu lltJt 

Afttr m •Iatan, n~"'1Dl4N lltttUIII, oat or Ille a.Idea ••• 11 tile 1rou,. Orqe 
(otN) lfff hoaulct. Md Y'lll\llifilN,I loAlill to tit Thllt 11111. Bl btpa 10 
eacourqe ,.o,1o 16 dltir J.a•~ u.d to tum blct ,rUb Jwl. n, 
two old atll MIU to ar1u• Ud dlllt ., ....... ~, lhl lfOUJ. Fiul!J,' &led&• 
Md M ,eofll tutatd back. INflAI &lat odw ' litdlN &ad 14 ,-op.I,, 1Adudfa1 
Oft1'1 IOA Ulqlk_ &o NalUlUI jtU,NtJ. 

na1tata1 nm.1inNJNUl1& U vu aoi auch t&rdlor &o lb• an 
eouatry. lliK'WHl .1t1111tr11u1 hll,ed to eoa?iaee thea, U 11 Mid &hit he Jlu aote 
IV'IAl\h ud IAlllfUH t.bu. 11\t oUltfl nu t.bouaJi •• ftl the oldNl. • 'ftl llfl,- the flNI to breo etaf, VffUll bll 111qt aeid of die NI&. hoplt tollw.ta1 
behind llid ... u UltJ lttUllild 11ta111ttr Wl, "tb.ey could IN I t1ult bura1A1 

hil held: N lftlt WM bJI aJpi•. 

&.U, lllq NMt&N &111 ,,,-te d1tclftriA1 -,i, dYeUJap. but ao 
,-,1 •. htawllly 0111 dl:f dlr, tff two ILnAI• -· 'PPl'OIChi.11 ud at1, WO 
luuu,n ttea &be ltllte Ult)' lootl11 ru. Ga• ot Lil• wo !lad I YOOdtA 1t1, Md 
lllrqu11,r1 11,111a1 "" " fttA &be llffla laub 111ou1Ju U\11& &U GtM1 lud 
lault bu oat Midi otYNd. 

ll•t'4uaq .W. ••• &au1h, U\lap.• Thq lllwid &Ilea Jlo,r ta 
build n.mr•lluta Yldl u u1.11t1JrouJ11 ,u,Ulllciftl!dllll to blp tile cold ou&. llw IO 111b 
ud UM fl• boY Ud lffOV lo.,.,. 11NhM'\11 (uc&.ic cll11t .. ) ja 
MaNII..M!I &ad hrw IO build All of Ult oldet GmAl&Dd lauk lll!d 

u epWaalc tad loa &o Ill• ,oua1 ,eopll. T.b.q eou14 
build ■lbtbU\ MOY but,, hf# '° huat caribou, or &hi& It ftl food 
tor ,eo,i.. Tbq wore oaly ud ftft aot lh.lt to IIM.I 'Wlnltt 
c10thhl1 rroa C&rlbou u.ta. tbe BlttiA h\uil. The 
Gnu.1Md1e t.ltq1. •1th 1tl u.d YM 
tUlctly ldolle4 by 
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87-017 

GOVERNMENT ASSISTS CLINIC 

INUVIK (Jan. 21) - The Territorial government 
is contributing $20,000 to help a doctor here construct 
the first private medical clinic in the community. 

Dr. Terry Fellows has been a physician in 
Inuvik for six years. 

The government contribution, announced today by 
Tagak Curley, minister of economic development and 
tourism, is coming from the Financial Assistance to 
Business program administered by Curley's department. 

Dr. Fellow's clinic principally will involve 
family practice and obstetrics. 

Meanwhile, Curley intends to ask the federal 
government to make the start-up costs associated with 
private clinics providing personal health-care services 
(such as medical, dental, eye clinics, etc.) eligible 
for business-assistance funding under the next 
federal-territorial Economic Development Agreement due 
to begin in April. Such funding is not part of the 
current EDA. 

ttThis government encourages and supports the 
development of the service industry in the north, 
including personal health care," the minister said. 
"These services are a vital part of our lives and of 
our economy." 

CONTACT: 

0 
Northwest 
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Culture and Communications 
Yellowknife 
(403) 873-7251 

Territories Culture & Communications 

Government of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T. Canada XlA 2L9 /Telex: 034-45504 
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FOOD CONFERENCE A FIRST 

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 22) - Canada's first-ever 
northern food conference will be held here Feb. 18 and 
19 .. 

The two-day meeting is being called to look at 
ways to expand the domestic food industry -- one that 
can supply northerners with a cheaper alternative to 
imported food -- and at the same time develop export 
markets in the south for the excess. 

Tagak Curley, minister of economic development 
and tourism, is sponsoring the conference at The 
Explorer Hotel. 

About 100 delegates are expected to attend from 
all sectors of the northern food industry --
producers, processors, distributors, consumers -- along 
with government departments, native organizations and 
regulatory agencies. Some southern representatives 
also are expected. 

"The Territorial government is interested in 
helping stimulate our small domestic food industry in 
order to reduce the need for high-cost imports," the 
minister said. "We already have programs to help 
people establish country-food businesses but it's not 
enough." 

Curley added that it's also timely to discuss 
the development of export markets because of the 
excellent reception northern country foods such as 
muskox, char and whitefish received at Expo through the 
NWT pavilion there. 

0 
Northwest 

Territories Culture & Communications 

Government of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T. Canada XlA 2L9 /Telex: 034-45504 
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---------------------------------
During the conference a variety of northern 

foods will be displayed while all meals will be 
specially-prepared northern dishes. 

Glenn Warner, head of the NWT Water Board and 
an .owner of Bathurst Inlet Lodge, is general chairman 
of the meetings. 

Delegates will discuss and make recommendations 
in four areas: current and potential supply and demand 
for products across the NWT and the rest of Canada; the 
capacity of the existing infrastructure to meet current 
and future demands; food-handling and public-health 
regimes, and the respective roles of government and the 
private sector in developing the industry. 

During the two days a total of seven panels 
will be held -- an overview of the northern food 
industry (chaired by Warner); the Expo 86 experience 
and aftermath (George Braden); Resources and production 
potential (Bob Wooley); Meeting demand (Harry Baim); 
Marketing and distribution (Peter von Lipinsky); 
Regulatory environment (Mike Pontus), and Traditional 
agriculture (Joe Kronstal). 

Persons wishing more information, or a 
registration kit, should contact Syd Kirwan in the 
Department of Economic Development and Tourism in 
Yellowknife at (403) 873-7391 or Alan Vaughan at 
873-7115. Don Anderson, manager of the NWT pavilion 
restaurant, Icicles, at Expo 86, is planning and 
co-ordinating the conference. Registration is $25. 

- 30 -

CONTACT: Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7251 
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GOVERNMENT INTRODUCES EMPLOYEE SUGGESTION AWARDS 
PROGRAM 

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 23) - The Territorial 
government today launched an innovative program to 
reward employees for suggestions that improve the 
public service. 

The new Employee Suggestion Awards program is 
expected to more than pay for itself, says Finance 
Minister Tom Butters, by saving the government more 
money than it will award employees for their 
suggestions. 

For most of the government's 4,500 employees 
it's a chance to earn from $50 to $2,500 for practical 
suggestions that, if implemented, save the government 
money or increase its effectiveness, efficiency or 
productivity. 

"Nobody is more qualified to suggest how an 
organization can save money or be more effective than 
the very people who work in the system," said Butters. 

Many organizations in North America operate 
incentive and recognition programs to reward employees 
because, in the case of most workers, it is not a 
condition of employment that they improve the system 
but solely function efficiently within it. 

The size of cash awards will be determined by 
how much money the government saves or, in the case of 
intangible benefits, how much they improve the system. 
All successful ideas adopted by the government will be 
recognized by the program. 

0 
Northwest 

Territories Culture & Communications 

Government of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T. Canada XlA 2L9 / Telex: 034-45504 
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The Employee Suggestion Awards program is being 
administered by the government's Financial Management 
Secretariat under the direction of a management 
committee composed of several deputy ministers. 

A number of employees are excluded from 
participating, including deputy ministers and regional 
directors. Management personnel under the government's 
Hay Plan can only participate if their suggestions are 
outside the scope of their normal responsibilities. 

Suggestions with regard to government policy 
are excluded from the program. 

Explanatory literature introducing the program 
was distributed to all employees today. 

CONTACT: Fred Chambers 
Co-ordinator 

- 30 -

Employee Suggestion Awards 
(403) 873-7539 
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CONSULTATIONS SCHEDULED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan.23) - The Regional and Tribal 
Councils Review Co-ordinating Committee will begin its 
consultations with regional and tribal councils and 
other groups and organizations in February, says 
committee chairman George Braden. 

The review co-ordinating committee was created 
by Government Leader Nick Sibbeston in October, 1986, 
to carry out a major review of regional and tribal 
councils in order to provide a base from which future 
directions and policies might be developed. It will 
examine historical, current, and anticipated 
developments of all regional and tribal councils, 
whether incorporated under NWT legislation or not. The 
committee's report will be submitted to Mr. Sibbeston 
later this year. 

At its second meeting, held in Yellowknife on 
January 14, the eight-member committee developed its 
plan for carrying out the review. 

As well as developing the work plan, the 
committee developed and reviewed draft questionnaires 
to be circulated to groups throughout the NWT and to be 
used as a basis for discussion with regional and tribal 
councils. A list of groups and organizations which will 
be consulted during the review was also discussed. 

The review committee plans to meet with 
Speakers and executive directors of all the regional 
and tribal councils on February 25. 

0 
Northwest 

Territories Culture & Communications 

Government of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T. Canada XlA 2L9 / Telex: 034-45504 
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---------------------------------
"The next few months will be busy," said Mr. 

Braden, "but our first two meetings have laid a solid 
foundation for the major review task which lies ahead." 

Committee member Gary Black, associated deputy 
minister of the Executive, Government of the NWT, has 
been chosen as the committee's deputy chairman. 

Other members of the review co-ordinating 
committee are: Al Menard, deputy minister, Department 
of Municipal and Community Affairs; Charles Overvold, 
Aboriginal Rights and Constitutional Development 
Secretariat; former Rankin Inlet Mayor Jack Anawak; 
former Inuvik Mayor John Hill; Mark Evaluarjuk, 
Speaker , Baffin Regional Council: and Rae-Edzo Chief 
Joe Rabesca, representing the Dogrib Tribal Council. 

More information about the committee's work and 
schedule may be obtained from committee co-ordinator 
Dennis Lowing at 873-7910. 

CONTACT: Dennis Lowing 
(403) 873-7910 
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SALARY SUBSIDY FOR COMMUNITY RECREATION LEADERS 
AVAILABLE 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 5) - The Minister of 
Municipal and Community Affairs, Gordon Wray, has 
announced the introduction of a new program that will 
provide salary subsidies of up to 80% to help 
communities employ trained recreation leaders and 
facility managers. 

According to Mr. Wray, the program was 
developed in conjunction with Arctic College's 
Community Recreation Leaders' Program (CRLP) and exists 
primarily to provide salary assistance for graduates of 
that program. 

"As a government, we recognize the importance 
of recreation in promoting healthier lifestyles in our 
communities," Mr. Wray said. "In order to be assured 
of broad-based recreation programming, we need 
well-trained professional staff throughout the 
Territories. These two programs, the CRLP and the 
salary subsidy, are designed to make that goal a 
reality." 

Students are accepted into the CRLP on the 
recommendation of their home communities, with the 
expectation that they will return home to work as 
recreation leaders when their two years of training is 
complete. The salary subsidy will be available for 
these graduates. An additional provision of the 
program will allow communities to hire trained 
recreation staff while their spons ored student is at 
the CRLP. 
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The subsidy will also be available to help 
communities hire other "qualified northerners" -­
people who have lived in the North for at least three 
years and whose training equals or surpasses that 
provided by the Community Recreation Leaders' Program. 
Existing recreation leaders who have these 
qualifications will be included in the program. 

Qualified staff who operate and maintain 
recreation facilities are also covered by the subsidy 
program, provided the community owns and operates two 
or more major recreational facilities. 

"In the past few years, our communities have 
enjoyed a significant expansion in recreation 
facilities. We are aware of the need to have these 
facilities staffed by competent personel," Mr. Wray 
said. 

A manual outlining the program in detail is 
available from the Sport and Recreation Division of the 
Department of Municipal and Community Affairs in 
Yellowknife. 
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CONTACT: 

Brian Burrill (403) 873-7755 
Leadership Programs Supervisor 
Municipal and Community Affairs 

OR 

Candace Savage (403) 873-7615 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 



87-023 

OPERATION FOX MOTH 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 5) - A group of Yellowknife 
residents has plans to construct a $300,000 Aviation 
Hall at the No~thern Heritage Centre, Commissioner John 
Parker said today. 

The hall, attached to the museum, would allow 
for repatriation and display of the Territorial 
government's Fox Moth aircraft - presently on loan to 
the Western Canada Air Museum in Winnipeg. The Fox 
Moth is one of two aircraft of that type still in 
existence in Canada. 

Members of the Yellowknife society, registered 
as Operation Fox Moth, plan to donate their own time 
and corporate efforts towards raising the necessary 
project funds in southern Canada and in construction of 
the facility at no cost to the government. 

Dana Ferguson, of Ferguson, Simek and Clark and 
president of the newly-registered society, said its 
members will not compete with local charitable 
organizations in th~ir fund raising efforts. He said 
there would be substantial "in kind" contributions by 
society participants and that approaches for financial 
assistance would be made to the aviation industry and 
related corporations outside of the NWT. 

Once the project is completed the assets will 
become the property of the Northern Heritage Centre. 
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Other executive members of the society include: 
Chris Stephens, Director of the Northern Heritage 
Centre (vice-president), Ted Richard, MLA Yellowknife 
South (Secretary) and Gerry Avery, Hinchey, Wowk, 
Williams, Avery & Co. (treasurer). 

Founding members include the current executive 
as well as Mark Dodd of NWT Air, Marvin Robinson of 
Robinson Trucking, Nick Marach of the Territorial 
Department of Public Works and Highways, Fred Russel of 
PCL Constructors Western Ltd., David Lovell of the 
Yellowknife Heritage Committee and John Argue, 
executive assistant to Commissioner John Parker. 

To date, the society has been incorporated, 
project costs have been itemized, a project schedule 
has been established and a marketing outline has been 
drafted. 

Ferguson said that "if half a dozen major 
sponsors come forward, the project will begin in March 
with an expected completion in July of this year." 

At that point the Fox Moth would be transported 
from Winnipeg and exhibit design and fabrication will 
proceed, using NWT Expo Pavilion materials. It is 
hoped the public will have access to the Hall in late 
summer. 

The Fox Moth aircraft was designed and produced 
in the early 1930's by De Havilland in response to the 
demand for an inexpensive ($4,500), but 
high-performance carrier. The aircraft carried a 
maximum payload of 900 pounds and had room for three 
passengers in addition to the pilot. It had a cruising 
speed of 96 m.p.h. and an air range of 375 miles. 

While the 1930s saw use of the Fox Moth on 
short domestic runs, the next decade saw the production 
of "frontier-specific" designs. 

The Canadian-built Moth had the cabin area 
strengthened, the portside door enlarged to ease the 
loading of bulky freight and stretchers and the cockpit 
widened and covered. Mining, exploration and transport 
companies used this version - equipped with wheel, 
float or ski as one of the work-horses of the day. 
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Polaris Charter Co., owned by Max Ward, used a 
Fox Moth for transportation out of Yellowknife in the 
late 1940's. McAvoy Diamond Drilling and Development 
Co. purchased a Fox Moth (CFBNL) in May of 1946. That 
aircraft, piloted by Gordon Wonnacott, crashed at 
Porridge Lake on October 4 of 1946. 

In 1977, former NWT Commissioner Stuart Hodgson 
approved a proposal to recover and rebuild a Fox Moth 
for display at the Northern Heritage Centre. The main 
aircraft frame came from the Porridge Lake crash site 
and over a seven-year period the craft, using salvage 
from two other Fox Moths, was restored to 
near-airworthy standards. 

However, once the restoration was completed, 
there was no museum space available to properly display 
the Fox Moth and it was loaned to the Western Canada 
Air Museum. Since then, Commissioner Parker and the 
Yellowknife Heritage Committee have been seeking a 
display "home" for the aircraft. 

With the proposal by business and professional 
interest, Operation Fox Moth was born. 

CONTACT: Chris Stephens 
Director 
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Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7685 
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COMMUNITY RECREATION LEADER'S PROGRAM TO BE BASED 
IN INUVIK 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 5) - The Community Recreation 
Leaders' Program will be permanently based at the 
Inuvik Campus of Arctic College. 

The program, which is a joint project of the 
Departments of Education and Municipal and Community 
Affairs, was established last year to provide trained 
recreation leaders in the NWT. It was delivered at the 
Thebacha Campus in Fort Smith during its first year, 
while a permanent location was being chosen. 

According to Gordon Wray, the Minister of 
Municipal and Community Affairs, all regions of the 
Northwest Territories are represented in this program. 
"Each region is guaranteed at least one student each 
intake, with the balance of students coming from 
communities displaying organizational requirements such 
as effective recreation committees and recreation 
facility infrastructure." 

Minister of Education Dennis Patterson points 
to the recreation facilities at the Inuvik Campus 
(formerly the Canadian Forces Base) as one reason for 
the choice of location. "The town of Inuvik has been 
very supportive of both Arctic College and the 
Community Recreation Leaders' Program. We see this as 
a flagship program that will provide a real foundation 
for the new campus." 
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The Ministers agree that the climate and 
geography of Inuvik are also an advantage, since they 
approximate the conditions students will encounter in 
their home communities. 

At present, there are eighteen students in the 
two-year program, each selected and sponsored by his or 
her home community. The students will return home for 
a term of practical training in April and recommence 
their courses in Inuvik in the fall. 
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CONTACT: Sandy Osborne (403) 920-6357 
Public Affairs Officer 
Arctic College 

OR 

Candage Savage (403) 873-7615 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
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TOURISM STRATEGY PAYING DIVIDENDS 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 10) - TravelArctic's new 
three-year Tourism Marketing Strategy is "already 
paying dividends," according to Economic Development 
and Tourism Minister Tagak Curley. 

He said today that three new tour wholesalers 
from Alberta have been identified and are interested in 
establishing new tours into the NWT. The tours are 
scheduled to begin this summer. 

The Tourism Marketing Strategy was designed to 
pick up on the momentum established by the highly 
successful NWT Expo 86 Pavilion. 

The Alberta tour wholesalers are: David 
Thompson Tours, based in Red Deer; Arctic Adventure 
Holidays Ltd., based in Calgary; and Canada Motor Coach 
Tours of Edmonton, an affiliate of Greyhound Bus Lines. 

Mr. Curley said TravelArctic has been working 
closely with the southern-based operators, putting them 
in touch with northern operators, outfitters and 
businesses. 
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"It's our intention to organize high quality 
tour packages which will not only meet consumer 
requirements but will also demonstrate and exemplify 
the tradition and cultural richness of the Northwest 
Territories," he said. 
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CONTACT: 

Margaret Imrie 
Senior Travel Counselling Officer 
Travel Arctic 
( 403) 920-8767 

OR 

Beverly Latham 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture & Communications 
(403) 873-7373 
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UPDATED FISHING GUIDE RELEASED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 10) - An updated version of 
the awarding-winning Northwest Territories world Class 
Fishing Guide was released today by Economic 
Development and Tourism Minister Tagak Curley. 

The publication, a free service offered by 
TravelArctic, is designed to assist NWT fishing lodge 
operators. World-wide circulation of the guide helps 
to promote the Territories as a world-class fishing 
destination and provides a tool for smaller lodge 
operators to reach new markets that they would normally 
have difficulty reaching. 

The guide contains a listing of all lodges 
operating in the NWT, along with their telephone 
numbers and mailing addresses. 

The booklet also contains information regarding 
the Territories, various fish species found in northern 
waters, popular lures used to catch the fish, water 
safety procedures and a description of the Arctic 
Angler Program. A map, indicating the location of the 
fishing lodges along with a listing of air charters 
companies, is also included. 
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TravelArctic distributes the guide through 
consulates, the travel trade industry, consumer shows, 
numerous fishing organizations across Canada, the 
United States and Europe and in response to general 
inquires on fishing in the NWT. 
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CONTACT: 

Steve Vallillee 
Travel Counselling Officer 
TravelArctic 
(403) 873-7200 

OR 

Beverly Latham 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture & Communications 
(403) 873-7343 
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FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION CURRICULUM READY FOR TESTING 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb.10) - The Family Life 
Education unit of the NWT School Health Program is now 
being prepared for pilot testing. 

At present, approval is being sought from Local 
Education Authorities in two selected communities to 
proceed with the trial-run. The unit will be an 
optional part of the health curriculum and will not be 
tested or taught without the approval of the Local 
Education Authorities. 

At present the Family Life unit runs from 
kindergarten to grade nine and is designed to teach 
facts and encourage the development of skills and 
attitudes which contribute to self-understanding, 
healthy interpersonal relationships and successful 
family life. It is based on universal values which 
include respect for self and others, kindness, 
responsibility, honesty and equality of all. 

Topics covered include reproduction, puberty 
relationships, families, personal hygiene, sexually 
transmitted diseases, heredity, sex-role stereotyping, 
parenthood, birth planning and personal safety. 
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If approval for the pilot test is granted, 
those teachers who will be using the materials will be 
provided with an in-service program to prepare them to 
teach the unit. The Family Life unit will then be 
reviewed and revised before being offered to Local 
Education Authorities in other communities throughout 
the NWT. 

CONTACT: 

Bob Imrie 
Head 
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Health Information and Promotion 
Department of Health 
873-7991 

OR 

Helen Balanoff 
Program Specialist 
Health Education 
Department of Education 
920-8762 

(403) 

(403} 
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"BRIGHTEN UP YOUR FUTURE• AT THE YELLOWKNIFE 
CAREER/JOB FAIR 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 11) - Residents of 
Yellowknife are invited to "brighten their futures" at 
this year's Career/Job Fair, to be held in the 
Katimavik Room of the Explorer Hotel from 9 a.m. to 8 
p.m. on Thursday March 5. 

Forty exhibitors, representing business, 
industry, government, service agencies and educational 
institutions, will be on hand with information on 
careers, training and employment opportunities. 

The show is designed to provide information 
and inspiration -- to people who are cho?sing a first 
career or considering a change. This year's exhibitors 
include NTCL, NCPC, Transport Canada, Essa, 
Northwestel, Top of the world Tours, Arctic College, 
and the Saskatchewan Indian Federation College, among 
others. 
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CONTACT: 

Lillian Hvatum 
Employment Development Officer 
Department of Education (403) 920- 8871 

OR 

Candace Savage 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture & Communications 
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THRONE SPEECH DWELLS ON NEED FOR POSITIVE ACTION 
AND MEETING CHALLENGES 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb.11) - A budget that takes bold 
initiatives and a plebescite on the proposed boundary 
for division will form the major focus of the Ninth 
Session of the Tenth Legislative Assembly. 

In his opening address, Commissioner John 
Parker said the devolution of power from the federal 
government, the continuing work for recognition of 
aboriginal self government in the constitution, and the 
serious economic problems of the north must all be 
dealt with. 

Mr. Parker calls the signing of an historic 
document outlining a proposed boundary for the division 
of the NWT the most exciting. 

"Your government continues to support this 
important initiative in constitutional development of 
the North, and urges that the boundary agreement be 
placed before the people of the territories at the 
earliest possible occasion." 
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TERRITORIAL ECONOMY REQUIRES MUCH ATTENTION: 
The Territorial government continues to be 

active in achieving land claims settlements and in 
national forums like Federal-Provincial conferences. 
"While many of the provincial governments appear to be 
opposed to be constitutional entrenchment of the right 
of aboriginal peoples to self government, your 
government is continuing in its efforts to play the 
'honest broker' role in this process," said Mr. Parker. 

The territorial economy and its serious 
problems require much attention from the Legislative 
Assembly. The devastating blo~s to the sealskin 
market, to exploration and development of oil and gas 
in the Beaufort Sea and to the northern mining industry 
require "creative responses" according to Mr. Parker. 
"This is not a budget that will appeal to the 
weak-kneed or the timid." 

"This is a budget that takes bold and creative 
initiatives as a response to the economic crisis that 
we are facing. It is designed to stimulate economic 
activity and economic growth throughout the NWT. It is 
designed to provide jobs and economic opportunities for 
northerners in all parts of the NWT. It is a budget 
that very much addresses itself to the future of this 
territory and not simply to the narrow circumstances of 
today." 
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FOUR BROAD POLICY GOALS DETERMINE NEW MEASURES: 
The Commissioner says policy measures of the 

government are designed to pave the way for the long 
term recovery of the territorial economy. "The 
Government of the Northwest Territories must seek to 
achieve a society that can be put forward as an example 
to other jurisdictions in Canada." 

The four broad policy goals have been developed 
to help establish that example. They are STABLE 
ECONOMIC GROWTH AND EQUAL ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY, SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND CULTURAL SURVIVAL, and EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT AND 
RESPONSIVE GOVERNMENT. 

"The cornerstone of our economic development 
strategy is the enhancement of the renewable resource 
sector. Here, while your government is pursuing 
initiatives to foster overall development of this 
important part of the northern economy, our long range 
goal is to create secondary and tertiary industries 
that utilize the renewable raw materials of the N.W.T." 
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NEW INITIATIVES AND APPROACHES UNDERTAKEN: 
Mr. Parker outlined a wide range of 

accomplishments and important initiatives in the area 
of Social Development and Justice which include the new 
135-bed Stanton Yellowknife Hospital and the creation 
of a smoke-free workplace for territorial government 
employees. A number of communities have received 
funding to address the issue of family violence, four 
new transition/emergency homes have been established 
and drafting for day care legislation has begun. 

"In the area of culture, your government has 
made progress on a number of fronts respecting the 
development of language services," said Mr. Parker. An 
interpreter/translator curse will be established in the 
Arctic College system and work continues on amendments 
to the NWT Official Languages Act that will guarantee 
certain northern native language rights. 

In the area of effective and responsive 
government, the Commissioner said, "there are measures 
that the government will introduce that are aimed at 
improving and upgrading our political and 
administrative institutions in the interest of greater 
efficiency and the provision of higher levels of 
service to the people of the north." 
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TWENTY-EIGHT BILLS FOR CONSIDERATION THIS SESSION: 
Mr. Parker told Members of the Legislative 

Assembly that 28 bills will be introduced for their 
consideration. They will include amendments to the 
Education Act; Insurance Act; Write-Off of Assets and 
Debts Act, 1986-87; Home Owners's Property Tax Rebate 
Act; Advisory Council on the Status of Women Act; 
Criminal Injuries Compensation Act; Mechanics' Lien 
Act; Revolving Funds Act; Territorial Parks Act; 
Student Financial Assistance Act; Legislative Assembly 
and Executive Council Act; and Elections Act. 

New bills include: Charter Communities Act; 
Cities, Town and Villages Act; Hamlets Act; Local 
Authorities Elections Act; Settlements Act: Residential 
Tenancies Act; Financial Administration Act; Statute 
Law (Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms) Amendment 
Act; Vehicles Act; Enforcement of Maintenance and 
Custody Orders Act; Revision Act; and Property 
Assessment and Taxation Act. 

Four financial bills will be presented: 
Appropriation Act, 1987-88; Supplementary Appropriation 
Act, No. 4, 1986-87; Supplementary Appropriation Act, 
No. 1, 1987-88; and Loan Authorization Act, 1987-88. 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
(403) 920-6176 





87-030 

TOLL-FRE E TOURIS T I NFORMATION NUMB ER NOW IN 
S ERVICE 

Government Ubrary 

Government of N.W.T. 
Y911owknife, N.W.T. 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 17 ) - The Arctic Hotline, a 
toll-free tour i st information line for the NWT, 
officially went into service today with a call between 
Tagak Curley, Minister of Economic and Development and 
Touri~m and Alan Cocksedg e , Assistant Deputy Minister 
of Tourism Canada. 

"Our exper i ence at Expo showed the need for 
such a service, since many potential visitors requir e 
basic information when making a vacation choice ," Mr. 
Curley explai ned. "Now, for the first time, anyone in 
continental North America can pick up th e telephone, 
dial the Northwest Territories toll - free and obtain 
information on travel and vacation opportunities." 

The toll - free number will serve a range of 
needs. First, it will provide immediate answers t o 
vacation planning questions. Second, it will assist 
all Northwest Territories operator s with the marketing 
of their products; and third, it will help the industr y 
to expand its data base by recording types o f 
information requested, geographical location of caller s 
and effectiveness of advertising media. 

Jack Walker, President of the Tourism Industry 
Association of the Northwest Territorie s , who assisted 
at the official opening of the 800 number, explained 
that the servi c e is an example of government and th e 
tourism i ndustry working closely to expand the industry 
in t he Terri t o r ies. The mandate to operate this 
government service has been contracted to industry. We 
have ac c ept ed respon sibility to ensure that it works to 
the be nefit of all sectors and operators within the 
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All people in the NWT who have a tourism 
product to offer are encouraged to submit their 
material to the Tourism Industry Association office, he 
said. 

An extensive advertising program has been 
launched to publicize the toll-free number both to the 
consumer market and to the travel trade. Once the 
service is fully operational, the Tourism Industry 
Association expects to handle some 100 callers per 
week. 

Data on all NWT facilities, regions, services, 
events, and attractions - even weather and road 
conditions is being assembled into an easily accessed 
data base in order to provide speedy responses to each 
caller. Service will be available from 9 to 5, seven 
days a week, with an answering service to record calls 
received outside of operating hours. 
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CONTACT: Rose Marie Karnes 
Executive Assistant 

(403) 873-8699 

Minister of Economic Development 
and Tourism 
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GOVERNMENT BUDGET PRESENTED TO LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb.16) - A budget focusing on 
essential 'people' services and helping the short-term 
economic performance of the NWT was released by 
Minister of Finance Torn Butters Monday, February 16th 
to the Legislative Assembly. 

"Considerable progress must be made before all 
northerners can enjoy public services comparable to 
those that residents of southern Canada take for 
granted. We must enhance essential people services 
such as education, health care and recreational 
facilities. We must devote resources to help extend 
and strengthen our goal of equal employment 
opportunities for persons of both sexes and of all 
ethnic origins. We must extend and strengthen our 
social support system to help alleviate social problems 
that result in recourse to the judicial system or the 
breakdown of the family unit." 

The budget is for $826 million. It projects a 
total expenditure of $790 million of which $166 million 
are directed to capital expenditures and $624 million 
to operations and maintenance. Programs which are 
entirely recovered from third parties are expected to 
slightly exceed $36 million. 
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BUDGET TO HELP SHORT TERM PROBLEMS OF TERRITORIAL 
ECONOMY: 

Revenues are expected to total $721 million, 
with $520 million or 72% coming from the federal 
government under the Formula Financing Agreement. 
After adjustments of $6 million for estimated 
supplementary requirements and $19 million for 
appropriation lapses -- this will leave a budgetary 
shortfall of approximately $55 million. 

Mr. Butters told the Legislative Assembly that 
the government entered the 1986-87 fiscal year with an 
accumulated surplus of over $60 million. "This amount 
was intended to give our government room to manoeuvre 
in addressing future special situations and special 
needs: it was a surplus being kept for a raindy day," 
said Mr. Butters. "The economic downturn constitutes 
such a rainy day and the time has come to reap the 
benefits of past restraint." 

Mr. 3utters outlined the deterioration of the 
NWT economy in 1986 and the corresponding downturn 
throughout the country and around the world. 
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NWT ECONOMY NEEDS INFUSION FOR JOBS AND 
OPPORTUNIT:IES: 

"Fortunately, there are a few bright spots. 
Investment will remain our main problem area but some 
investment will continue. Offshore, Gulf proposes to 
drill two delineation wells at its Amauligak field in 
preparation for seasonal production next year. 
Onshore, some investment activity shoul~ take place in 
the Mackenzie Valley. Overall, investment levels will 
nonetheless remain depressed. Trapping should benefit 
from continued strong markets. Gold prices are firm 
and will have a favourable impact on gold mining's 
output and profitability. Tourism should benefit from 
our presence at Expo '86. However, my view is that in 
the absence of stimulus from government expenditures, 
we could experience another decline in economic 
activity and employment could fall to unacceptably low 
levels." 

Mr. Butters, and his Executive Council 
colleagues are confident that his budget presents a 
sound financial strategy. 
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ESSENTIAL SERVI-CES AND INFRASTRUCTURE GET 
ATTENTION: 

"It balances the need for economic stimulus 
with the need for essentiav people services. It 
balances the need for the enhancement of long-term 
economic opportunities for our population with the need 
for expenditure programs that are responsive to the 
unique social and cultural conditions of the north. It 
balances the need for equitable treatment of regions 
with the need to help those areas more severely 
affected by the economic downturn. It is an important 
part of the government's overall economic and social 
development strategy." 

"I believe that our financial position allows 
us to meet next year's significantly higher 
expenditures without increasing taxes and without 
jeopardizing our fiscal integrity." 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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CONFERENCE TO ASSIST IN PROMOTING NORTHERN FOODS 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 17) - Growth in the northern 
food industry is long overdue according to the Minister 
of Economic Development and Tourism. 

Tagak Curley says discussions and resulting 
resolutions from a conference to be held this week in 
Yellowknife on northern foods will assist in further 
developing the industry. 

"A healthy food industry will not only reduce 
substantially the $130 million spent annually on 
imported food from the south, but will also foster 
expansion and growth of the renewable resource economy, 
and create employment opportunities in all sectors of 
the food industry." 

Mr. Curley says everyone from harvesters and 
producers to processors and retailers could benefit. 

The Northern Food Conference, according to the 
minister, is an initiative that the Department of 
Economic Development and Tourism has taken based on 
recommendations from last fall's Expo '86 Task Force. 

The conference is expected to bring together 
125 delegates with representatives from all sectors of 
the food industry, native organizations and government 
agencies. 

Government Library 
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-------------------------------------------------
"It will provide a forum to examine existing 

and potential demand for NWT - produced foods and 
identify requirements to cope with the projected demand 
and supply," said Mr. Curley. "The food handling and 
hygiene requirements must be identified and the roles 
of government and the private sector must be outlined 
in the development of a viable northern food industry." 

"The Department of Economic Development and 
Tourism will do its utmost to take follow-up action on 
the resolutions and where necessary, work to ensure 
that they are implemented by the responsible agency." 
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MUNICIPAi AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS SETS PRIORITY ON 
LOCAL INVOLVEMENT 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 23) - Minister of Municipal 
and Community Affairs Gordon Wray has told the 
Legislative Assembly that a departmental 
re-organization last June meant more than a name 
change. 

While introducing the largest budget ever 
proposed for the department, Mr. Wray said MACA 
(formerly Local Government) reflects the growing 
importance of municipal institutions and community 
involvement in the political development of the 
Northwest Territories. 

Mr. Wray says the proposed capital budget for 
recreational facilities has doubled since last year. 

"I am unapologetic about placing the 
development of recreation facilities for all 
communities on a level of priority at least equivalent 
to the priorities for good water and sanitation 
facilities, good roads, and proper municipal 
administrative offices. tt 
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COMMUNITY RECREATION FACILITIES GET HIGH PRIORITY: 

"Good recreation facilities are an invaluable 
support to the government's and the communities' 
efforts to foster social development and to alleviate 
disorientation on the part of community youth. As 
well, a community recreation centre can be used to 
provide a focus for numerous cultural activities, a 
locale for community gatherings and in general, a 
meeting place for people." 

Mr. Wray says a proposed policy which has 
already received approval in principle from Executive 
r:onn 1'""i 1 ,;,•.rill increase the authority of local 
governments for project management. "This will not 
only increase local employment opportunities," 
according to the minister, 11 it will further the 
government's goal of responsible, effective and 
involved local governments." 

Mr. Wray says there have been some problems in 
applying the various Operations and Maintenance 
formulas among various communities. As a result, he 
says a review is underway and the prime principle 
guiding the development of the policy is "respect for 
the autonomy of local governments." 
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NEW POLICY ALLOWS FOR FINANCIAL AUTONOMY OF 
COMMUNITIES: 

A water/sewage subsidy program has received the 
approval of the Financial Management Board which will 
determine the rates for water and sewage systems in non 
tax-based communities. The program will also provide 
appropriate subsidies for private residential and 
commercial consumers. 

A~cording to Mr. Wray, "this program is 
essential to achieving greater equity in the pricing of 
municipal water and sanitation services in communities 
throughout the NWT. After ensuring that the costs to 
consumers reflect economic costs, attention will then 
be focussed on programs which are truly underfunded by 
this government." 

Effective training programs in all major 
aspects of community government are a high priority for 
the minister. A training program for locally-based 
Community Planning Technicians and community works has 
begun. Proposed funding for training recreation staff 
and volunteers is three times more than last year. 

"These programs are intended to improve the 
capability of community governments to more fully take 
control of the planning and management of the future 
development of their communities. We must improve 
these capabilities if this government's goal of greater 
grass roots involvement in the decision-making process 
in the NWT is to be realized." 
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NEW POLICIES ALLOW FOR GREATER LOCAL INVOLVEMENT: 

Mr. Wray says the Federal Cabinet is 
considering a special onetime funding for the 
construction of eleven airports which were left 
undeveloped following the expiry of a federal program 
two years ago. 

The proposed budget for Municipal and Community 
Affairs totals $96,495,000. The proposed 
appropriations for O & Mare $49,189,000 and 
$47,306,000 for capital. 
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GROWTH IN NWT TOURISM FACILITIES 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 19) - Minister of Tourism 
Tagak Curley has announced the "noteworthy" results of 
a survey into the growth of tourist-related facilities 
and services. 

Mr. Curley says there has been significant 
growth in several important areas. In 1975, there were 
only 39 hotels and motels, 40 lodges and 13 outfitters. 
"Today," he says, "71 hotels and motels, 54 lodges and 
82 outfitters operate in the Northwest Territories." 

"The doubling of this tourism infrastructure 
over the last twelve years shows that we are working 
together to build this important segment of our 
economy." 

According to Mr. Curley, this growth in 
facilities and services means more business 
opportunities and employment for northerners. 

"For tourists, this means they have greater 
choices in where to go and what to see throughout our 
territory. Almost every community now has some 
facility to accommodate tourists and visitors." 
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INTEREST RATES REDUCED FOR MUNICIPAL CAPITAL 
PROJECTS 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 20) - A program designed to 
save millions of dollars on outstanding m~nicipal loans 
has been introduced by the territorial government. 

Minister of Finance Tom Butters made the 
announcement today on behalf of his department and 
Municipal and Community Affairs. The loans have been 
issued by the Government of the Northwest Territories 
for municipal capital projects. 

Mr. Butters says all loans with interest rates 
greater than 10.5 per cent will have the rate reduced 
to this level. 

"This decrease will benefit the municipalities 
through both savings in terms of interest payments and 
the potential for faster repayment of loan principal." 

The total amount of interest savings over the 
next twenty years is expected to be approximately 
$2,229,000. The savings will be retroactive to each 
loans's 1986/87 payment date. The outstanding loans 
have been financed internally by the territorial 
government. 
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"Had the government required funds obtained 
from long-term borrowing in order to finance such 
loans," says Mr. Butters, "10.5 per cent is the 
estimated current cost of this borrowing." 

"As well," he adds, "it is a rate that will 
encourage the municipalities to maintain their 
outstanding loans with the G.N.W.T., rather than opting 
to refinance the loans with borrowing from private 
institutions." 

' Mr. Butters says this will help protect 
municipalities from the volatility of the interest rate 
market. 
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COMPROMISE SOUGHT ON ABORIGINAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN 
CONSTITUTION 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb 24) - Minister for Aboriginal 
Rights and Constitutional Development Dennis Patterson 
says the issues involved in establishing native rights 
in the constitution are very complex and sensitive. 

Last week, Mr. Patterson attended a 
federal/provincial/territorial ministerial meeting as 
part of the preparatory work for the First Ministers' 
Conference on Aboriginal Rights in the constitution on 
March 26th and 27th. 

He says the meeting dealt primarily with one 
issue: the issue of self-government for aboriginal 
people of Canada. 

"The position taken by the four national 
aboriginal organizations is that aboriginal people had 
self-governing entities before the arrival of the 
settlers in Canada. They take the position that 
Section 35(1) of the Constitution Act which recognizes 
and affirms aboriginal rights includes the right'to 
self-government." 

Mr. Patterson says, however, several of the 
provinces take the position that there is no inherent 
right to self-government. "The governments are also 
reluctant to grant a right to self-government without 
such a right being clearly defined in advance of the 
inclusion of such a right in the constitution." 
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The Northwest Territories has taken a position 
similar to that of the aboriginal national 
organizations. Mr. Patterson maintains that aboriginal 
rights include the right to self-government. "We 
support the process being undertaken by the federal 
government, the provinces and the territories to seek 
the definition and elaboration of that right to 
self-government as opposed to the granting of the right 
to self-government." 

In seeking a compromise between the opposing 
views, the province of Nova Scotia has proposed that a 
clause be devised giving the aboriginal people the 
right to self-government within the context of the 
Canadian Federation. It also requires that such a 
~ight ~ould be negotiated between the governments 
involved and the aboriginal people in a particular 
community or area of Canada. 

"It would appear that the Nova Scotia proposal 
perhaps has the best chance of success," says Mr. 
Patterson, "provided the various parties can agree to 
appropriate wording." 

"The Government of the Northwest Territories 
will continue to pay a very active role and continue to 
use its best efforts to persuade the parties involved 
to arrive at a fair and equitable agreement." 
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MORE NORTHERN STUDENTS ATTENDING POST-SECONDARY 
INSTITUa'IONS 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 24) - There has been a 
significant increase in the number of students 
attending post-secondary institutions supported by the 
NWT Student Financial Assistance Fund in the last year. 

Minister of Education Dennis Patterson says he 
has taken many steps to improve the delivery of the 
financial assistance programs over the last several 
years in an effort to increase the participation of 
northern students in post-secondary programs. "I am 
happy to say that our efforts have been effective for 
both native and non-native students." 

There has been an overall increase of 26 per 
cent in the number of students being sponsored. In 
1986-87, 738 students are sponsored compared to 587 in 
1985-86. 

"It is gratifying to note that the major reason 
for this increase is the number of sponsored native 
students. This year, 201 native students are be'ing 
sponsored compared with 110 in 1985-86 for an increase 
of 83 per cent. This trend of increased number of 
native stud ents in post-secondary programs is expected 
to continue in future years and this will have a major 
impact on the labour market as graduates take on 
meaningful roles in industry and government." 
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While non-native participants in post-secondary 

studies increased last year by 13 per cent, Mr. 
Patterson says the statistics for native students are 
truly impressive. 

"Dene and Metis student enrolment increased by 
60 per cent over 1985-86 figures. The enrolment of 
Inuit students showed a dramatic change, from 28 to 70 
students, for an increase of 150 per cent over the same 
period." 

,The Student Financial Assistance Fund was 
established in 1982 and has been a strong incentive to 
involve native students in higher education. Mr. 
Patterson says in the year before the new regulations, 
only 75 native students were involved in post-secondary 
studies. 

"The current enrolment of 201 native students 
represents an increase of 168 per cent over five 
years," says Mr. Patterson. 
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NEW AND CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR NORTHERN ARTS AND 
CRAFTS 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 25) - The Department of 
Economic Development and Tourism is taking new 
initiatives to support the northern arts and crafts 
industry. 

The minister, Tagak Curley says action is being 
taken to encourage the production of quality fine arts 
and to provide promotional support to dealers and 
galleries. "In order to address the demands of the 
marketplace, arts and crafts advisors will conduct 
seminars and workshops in every region on printmaking, 
carving, sewing and crafts." 

In addition, Mr. Curley says the Executive 
Council recently approved a new soapstone policy. 
"This would reduce the cost of getting carving stone to 
remote communities and result in more carving activity 
in these centres," he said. 

For the future, the government is consid€ring a 
policy which could allocate new capital building funds 
to buy decorative arts and crafts. Mr. Curley says 
this would stimulate local sales, provide unique 
attractions to visitors and instill pride in local 
products. 

The department will make funds available for 
selling catalogues, national and international 
travelling shows, and to provide assistance for artists 
to attend show openings. The new Trade Show Assistance 
policy will also help northern craftspeople promote 
their products. 
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"The Department of Economic Development and 
Tourism will continue to give strong support to 
artisans throughout the Northwest Territories to 
develop and promote their arts and crafts activities," 
says Mr. Curley. 
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NEW TERRITORIAL JUDGE APPOINTED TO LIVE IN IQALUIT 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 25) - Minister of Justice 
Michael Ballantyne announced today that Orval J.T. Troy 
Q.C. has been named as the territorial judge for 
Iqaluit. Mr. Troy was selected from a short list of 
four candidates recommended by the Judicial Council of 
the N.W.T. 

Mr. Troy was first called to the bar in 1952 
and is a member of the Nova Scotia, Northwest 
Territories and Yukon bars. He was appointed Queen's 
Council for Canada in 1970. 

Mr. Ballantyne says he's especially pleased 
with Mr. Troy's appointment in light of his extensive 
practical knowledge of northern communities. 

"Mr. Troy is well known in the Northwest 
Territories. He has spent 11 years as a Regional 
Director of the federal Department of Justice at 
Yellowknife, and as the Crown Attorney for the 
Northwest Territories, he travelled on court ciicuit 
throughout the territories between 1966 and 1977." 

Mr. Ballantyne says it's important to note that 
the new Territorial Judge is a member of the Northwest 
Territories' Bar. 

"We now have a very experienced legal community 
in the Northwest Territories, and as far as possible, 
we must make appointments to the judiciary from the NWT 
Bar." 
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By doing so, Mr. Ballantyne says the government 
will ensure that judges are familiar with the 
conditions prevailing in the territories, and are 
sensitive to the cultural diversity of the NWT. 

Mr. Ballantyne pointed to demands by the 
Legislative Assembly for the appointment of a 
territorial judge to be resident in Iqaluit. Following 
a motion last year asking for the judge, he says the 
Judicial Council of the Northwest Territories made 
recommendations and invited applications from suitable 
candidates. 
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UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA WELCOMES SPECIAL NWT 
STUDENTS 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 25) - The University of 
Manitoba has made a commitment to provide seats for NWT 
native people in the engineering and pre-medical 
professional programs beginning this fall. 

Minister of Education Dennis Patterson says the 
commitment comes following months of meetings with 
senior officials of the University of Manitoba and the 
Government of Manitoba. Mr. Patterson says the work 
has been done in co-operation with the Departments of 
Health and Public Works and Highways. 

"I expect the details to be finalized shortly 
which would allow the first students to enroll in 
September of this year. The Engineering Access Program 
and the Special Pre-Medical Program were of great 
interest to us as both programs are designed for native 
people and include significant upgrading and 
counselling support." 

Mr. Patterson says the government will continue 
to investigate the possibility of entering into this 
type of arrangement with other universities and 
colleges where there are programs which respond' 
specifically to the educational needs of native 
students. 
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DRAMATIC LEAPS IN STUDENT ATTENDANCE ., 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 25) - "There is a growing 
acceptance among parents of the need for their children 
to have an education," according to Minister of 
Education Dennis Patterson. 

This need has been dramatically pointed out in 
growing school attendance. "There is a new 
determination on the part of parents and Local 
Education Authorities to ensure that their children are 
attending school regularly," according to Mr. 
Patterson. 

Since 1982, attendance at territorial schools 
has gradually been improving. Mr. Patterson says at 
that time, "three schools had less than 50 per cent 
attendance and 19 other schools had less than 70 per 
cent attendance." Last ye~fr, · the overall attendance at 
NWT schools was just over 82 per cent. That's five per 
cent higher than it was five years ago. 

"We have come a long way. Last year, only 
eight schools had an average attendance of less than 70 
per cent and as of December, no schools were below 70 
per cent." 

The most dramatic individual improvements were 
in Fort Liard and Repulse Bay. Five years ago, Fort 
Liard had 33 per cent attendance. At the end of 
December 1986, it was 85 per cent. Five years ago, 
Repulse Bay had 47 per cent attendance. By December of 
last year, it was 71 per cent. 

Northwest 
Territories Culture & Communications 

Government of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T. Canada XlA 2L9 /Telex: 034-45504 



DRAMATIC LEAPS IN STUDENT ATTENDANCE PAGE: 2 

Mr. Patterson says the Compulsory Attendance 
Amendment made to the Education Act last September puts 
the responsibility for making students go to school on 
the Local Education Authority, the school principal, 
the parents and the child. 

11 Improving attendance is a co-operative effort. 
In the Kitikmeot region, which had the poorest 
attendance last year, five out of six of the school 
districts asked for the compulsory attendance law to 
apply ·to their communities. Two of them asked for, and 
got a school counsellor trainee position. As of 
December the average regional attendance was over 80 
per cent, a 10 per cent increase over last year." 

Mr. Patterson says attendance will continue to 
improve with the commitment of parents and Local 
Education Authorities. 11 Such improvement is the first 
step towards my real goal - seeing all children do well 
in school." 
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87-042 

FORT SMITH RETAIL LIQUOR AGENCY CONTRACT AWARDED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 25) - A ten-year ~ontract to 
operate a retail liquor agency in Fort Smith has been 
awarded by the Territorial Government. 

Government Services Minister Tagak Curley 
announced today that a proposal submitted by Jay-Corp 
Holdings Ltd. of Fort smith to operate a liquor store 
in that community has been accepted. The contract will 
run from April 1, 1988 to March 31, 1998. 

Three proposals for the operation of the agency 
were received with Jay-Carp's being the lowest bidder. 
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87-043 

IGLOOLIK SCHOOL RENOVATIONS AND CONSTRUCTION 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 26) - A contract has been 
awarded to perform major renovations and construction 
of an addition at Attaguttaaluk school in Igloolik. 

Amittuq MLA Elijah Erkloo, on behalf of Public 
Works and Highways Minister Gordon Wray, today 
announced that PCL Constructors Northern of Yellowknife 
was awarded the $4,492,736 contract. Four other firms, 
two each from the NWT and Alberta, submitted higher 
bids. 

work includes the demolition of the oldest, 
centre section of the three wing school, major 
renovations to the support facilities of the gymnasuim 
wing and minor renovations to the classroom wing. The 
two wings to be renovated will undergo a thermal 
upgrade including installation of new insulation and 
siding to increase energy efficiency. A new 1800 
square metre addition will replace and supplement the 
demolished wing. 

Work on the addition is to start immediately 
after sealift in August 1987. Renovations to the 
existing wings will bee performed during the 1988 
summer recess to minimize disruption. All work is 
scheduled to be completed by the end of August 1988. 

Education Minister Dennis Patterson noted that 
the addition is a result of concerns expressed by Mr. 
Erkloo and the Igloolik Education Council that 
Attaguttaaluk school was overcrowded due to increased 
enrollment and the recent addition of Grade 10. 
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YELLOWKNIFE DAIRY MILK BACK ON THE SHELVES 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 26) - Raising two jugs of 
milk today in the Legislative Assembly, Minister of 
Health Bruce MacLaughlin announced that Yellowknife's 
Agriborealis dairy farm was back in operation. It had 
been shut down early last week by health officials and 
was allowed to reopen last Friday. 

Mr. McLaughlin stressed that at no time was the 
milk unsafe for human consumption. "The dairy farm has 
been meeting without fail, the requirement to have each 
batch of milk tested prior to it going on the shelf for 
sale." 

Changes recommended last week by the health 
authorities dealt with making sure the whole operation 
guaranteed that the milk was of a quality and standard 
as high as anywhere else in Canada. 

Mr. McLaughlin says the dairy owner and the 
authorities have worked out an agreeable approach. "I 
am confident that these changes in the milk processing 
operation will further ensure the quality of product 
made available to the public and therefore, enhance the 
long-term economic viability of dairy operation 
itself." 
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INCREASED TAXES WILL INCREASE GOVERNMENT REVENUES 
' 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 26) - Municipalities in the 
territories will have tax increases in 1987. 

Minister of Finance Tom Butters says the 
Executive Council has agreed to increase property taxes 
by 10 per cent for the 1987 year in taxation areas 
outside the tax-based municipalities. 

These taxes are collected by the Government of 
the Northwest Territories in all locations outside the 
eight tax-based municipalities of Fort Simpson, Fort 
Smith, Hay River, Inuvik, Iqaluit, Norman Wells, Pine 
Point and Yellowknife. Based on the most recent 
property assessments, this increase will generate an 
additional $230,000 in revenue in 1987. 

"Tax rates in these locations have not 
increased since 1967 when property taxes were first 
imposed," says Mr. Butters. "As a result, these taxes 
are much lower than they are in those municipalities 
which set and collect their own taxes." 

The school levy set by the Government of the 
Northwest Territories will also be increased by 10 per 
cent for 1987 in the seven tax-based municipalities of 
Fort Simpson, Fort Smith, Hay River, Inuvik, Iqaluit, 
Norman Wells and Pine Point. 

Mr. Butters says "these rates have also not 
been increased since 1967 and are much lower than in 
Yellowknife where the rates are set by the two school 
boards to cover expenses." This measure is expected to 
generate an additional $150,000 in 1987. 
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Mr. Butters says it's not possible to compare 
property taxes in the various communities across the 
Northwest Territories. "Over the past twenty years, a 
property tax system has developed whereby the assessed 
values in different communities have been altered by 
applying local modifiers to the value of improvements. 
Different communities have been assessed in different 
years, which has also led to differences in assessed 
values between communities." 

As a result of its examination of assessments 
and taxes, the Executive Council has requested the 
Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs to review 
the method of assessing property values in various 
communities. Mr. Butters says this work is necessary 
to "ensure that the burden of property taxation is 
fairly spread across all residents." 
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EXPO '86 REPORT RELEASED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 26) - Minister of Economic 
Development and Tourism Tagak Curley has released the 
report on the territorial Government's participation in 
the NWT pavilion at Expo '86. The report includes the 
financial statements, a summary of northern benefits 
and a description of pavilion activities. 

The NWT pavilion in Vancouver attracted 1.5 
million visitors over six months. It received several 
national awards and many accolades from international 
visitors and the media. 

The financial highlights show that the NWT 
pavilion required an $11.7 million investment. 
However, the cost to the NWT was $6.1 million. From 
that amount, $5.2 million was spent on Northern 
residents for supplies, goods, services and salaries to 
pavilion staff. 

Mr. Curley said Northerners received many long 
lasting benefits from Expo '86. 

The Icicles restaurant sold $1.5 million worth 
of food and drink. The craft outlets sold $1.3 million 
of items from 192 northern businesses and artists. 
These items ranged from parkas to comic books. 

"The sale of northern arts and crafts sparked a 
renaissance of traditional skills throughout the North. 
The NWT pavilion purchased $830,000 in crafts and 
$450,000 in northern foods. 
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The Expo experience provided 140 temporary jobs 
for Northerners. These positions, during the life of 
the pavilion were a training ground for those 
interested in pursuing careers in the tourist or food 
service industries." 

Mr. Curley implemented an independent 
measurement of the pavilion's role and its success. 
The results of this study have been released. In 
addition, this analysis will provide information for 
future marketing and tourism strategies. 

Three quarters of those questioned at the NWT 
pavilion said they were more interested in visiting the 
Northwest Territories. One-half said they would 
consider a trip to the NWT when making future travel 
plans. Eighty per cent praised the educational aspects 
of the pavilion. 

In fact, the positive attitude of European 
visitors to the fur harvest issues portrayed in the 
exhibits showed that the NWT message was coming across. 

Mr. Curley said, "the public response to the 
Expo pavilion shows that the NWT can compete with world 
class competition." 
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GOVERNMENT ASSISTS DRUM LAKE LODGE 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 27) - Training in the 
techniques of log construction will take place at 
Wrigley Lake over a 16 week period thanks in part to 
financial assistance from the Territorial government. 

The operators of Drum Lake Lodge will receive 
$23,322 from the Department of Economic Development and 
Tourism through its tourism facilities assistance and 
training contribution fund. A further $11,643 will be 
provided by Canada Employment and Immigration 
Commission through its Canadian Jobs Strategy/Job 
Development Program. 

Several people while being trained in the safe 
use of a small sawmill and log building techniques will 
be building structures at the lodge to add to the 
existing facilities. 

"This is a good example of lever~ging funds for 
on-the-job training while assisting a viable tourism 
business", said Honourable Tagak Curley, Minister of 
Economic Development and Tourism. 

Drum Lake Lodge has operated for several years 
southwest of Fort Norman as a sport fishing lodge. 
Recently it has altered the focus of its service, by 
offering services more of interest to naturalists. 
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CONTACT: Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7251 
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PROTEST LAUNCHED ON PROPOSED DIVISION OF HUDSON 
BAY 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 28) - The Government of NWT 
has lodged a protest with the Government of Canada and 
Quebec on a proposal to divide Hudson Bay among the 
provinces. 

In a recent newspaper article, a senior 
official with the Quebec government suggested that 
Hudson & James Bay be divided up between Ontario, 
Manitoba and Quebec before there is a big battle over 
potential oil and gas resources. 

Minister of Justice Michael Ballantyne says 
Hudson Bay north of the 60th parallel and certain 
islands (including the Belcher Islands and the 
community of Sanikiluaq) in Hudson Bay, James Bay and 
Ungava Bay belong to the Northwest Territories. "The 
Northwest Territories has never relinquished its legal 
right and jurisdiction over these areas." 

Mr. Ballantyne calls it appalling that an 
official of the Quebec government would have "the 
audacity" to suggest dividing Hudson Bay without any 
reference to the NWT. "It is this type of arrogance 
and lack of appreciation for territorial positions that 
gives us serious concern. The time has passed for 
provinces and the federal government to take away 
portions of the NWT without reference to the people of 
the NWT and their elected leaders." 
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---------------------------------------
Mr. Ballantyne is currently negotiating with 

the federal government on the issue of the boundaries 
of the Northwest Territories. He says when John 
Crosbie was Minister of Justice, the issue of competing 
interests in Hudson Bay was raised. 

Mr. Ballantyne says, "Mr. Crosbie gave me his 
fullest assurances that the claim of the Northwest 
Territories to Hudson Bay will not be ignored -- and 
that if there is ever a question of division of Hudson 
Bay, the NWT would be involved in those negotiations to 
ensure that its claim is dealt with equitably and 
fairly." 

Mr. Ballantyne says the Territories has 
strongly maintained its opposition to the provisions in 
the constitution allowing for extension of provincial 
boundaries without reference to the Territories. 

"Our strong opposition to that proposal must be 
made before any eps are taken by the provinces or the 
federal government on this issue." 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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REGIONAL AND TRIBAL COUNCILS MEET WITH REVIEW 
COMMITTEE 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 27) - The Regional and Tribal 
Councils Review Co-ordinating Committee met Wednesday 
with representatives of all NWT regional and tribal 
councils. 

During the afternoon meeting, Chairman George 
Braden explained the committee's mandate, activities, 
and proposed schedule of travel to regional and tribal 
council meetings. 

The review committee was established by the 
Executive Council in November, 1986, to review the past 
and present activities of regional and tribal councils 
and to make recommendations relating to their future 
development. 

The regional and tribal council representatives 
presented eight principles on which they felt the 
review committee should base its recommendations, and 
full, frank, and cordial discussions were held on these 
principles. 

"We look forward to continuing these 
discussions, individuaily, during our visits to the 
regional and tribal councils during the spring", Mr. 
Braden said. 
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Members of the Review Co-ordinating Committee 
include Al Menard, Deputy Minister, Department of 
Municipal & Community Affairs; Charles Overvold, 
Aboriginal Rights & Constitutional Development 
Secretariat; former Rankin Inlet Major Jack Anawak; 
former Inuvik Mayor John Hill; Mark Evaluarjuk, 
Speaker, Baffin Regional Council; and Rae-Edzo Chief 
Joe Rabesca, representing the Dogrib Tribal Council. 

CONTACT:' Dennis Lowing 
(403) 873-7910 
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87-0.50 

GREATER CONTROL OF RENEWABLE RESOURCES CAN HELP 
TERRITORIAL ECONOMY 

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 27) - Renewable resources 
contribute in a major way to the socio-economic 
stability and prosperity of the Northwest Territories. 
Minister of Renewable Resources Red Pedersen says that 
greater authority and control of these natural 
resources can improve the government's abilities to 
foster economic development. 

In presenting the department's budget to the 
Legislative Assembly, Mr. Pedersen says the goal is to 
maintain the diversity and ensure the long-term 
productivity of renewable resources while maintaining 
the quality of the environment. 

"The wise management of the renewable resource 
sector is crucial to the future success of our northern 
economy, physical health, the achievement of 
self-sufficiency in food and fibre, and to spiritual 
and cultural aspirations of northern residents." Mr. 
Pedersen says the budget of the Department is allocated 
to reflect this importance. 

The Department of Renewable Resources is 
requesting a budget of $15.9 million to carry out its 
goals in Renewable Resource Development, Wildlife 
Management, Environmental Protection and Conservation 
Education. Mr. Pedersen says programs like these help 
create a better understanding of specific wildlife 
resources. 
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The largest part of the budget goes to 
providing services in the area of renewable resource 
development, conservation education and regulation and 
enforcement. Mr. Pedersen uses examples like financial 
assistance programs which support the hunting and 
trapping economy. "Education and information programs 
are a high priority, intended to make northern 
residents aware of departmental activities and 
conservation goals." 

Twenty per cent of the budget is set aside for 
programs'which assess the status and productivity of 
northern wildlife. "Efforts are focussed primarily 
upon caribou, polar bear, gyrfalcon and muskox, with 
secondary projects that deal with wood bison, Dall's 
sheep and furbearers," says Mr. Pedersen= 

Land use activities are monitored by the 
department and wildlife-related concerns are dealt with 
through participation in the land use licensing 
process. 

Part of the budget (5.1 per cent) is used to 
maintain the high standard of environmental quality 
that the north now enjoys. According to Mr. Pedersen, 
"emphasis is placed on controlling spills of petroleum 
and chemical products, management of hazardous wastes, 
controlling the use of pesticidies, unsightly premises 
and the administration of dangerous goods regulations." 

Mr. Pedersen says in conjunction with the 
forest resources transfer from the federal government, 
a comprehensive forest policy and appropriate 
legislation are being prepared. 
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Mr. Pedersen says negotiations are underway to 
develop a water resource management policy for the NWT 
with the federal government and inter-jurisdictional 
agreements with neighbouring provinces and the Yukon. 

"Our intention is to enhance the contribution 
that renewable resources make to the territorial 
economy and to the cultural heritage and aspirations of 
northern residents. Our management programs will 
continue to focus on the improvement of the economic 
opportunities provided by the sustainable use of 
renewable resources in the Northwest Territories." 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS COMES EARLIER TO N.W.T. 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 2) - Government Leader Nick 
Sibbeston has announced that Daylight Saving Time will 
begin three weeks earlier this year across the 

-·Northwest Territories. Clocks w-i 11 move forward by one 
hour on April the 5th. 

Mr. Sibbeston explained this is a result of a 
US decision to change its Daylight Saving Time to the 
first Sunday in April in order to save money. This 
extra hour of daylight during the working day will save 
a great deal country-wide. 

"The provinces which border the US and have 
considerable international trade are changing in order 
to avoid confusion and delay. To date, all but two 
provinces have decided to follow the us." 

Saskatchewan, which does not normally switch to 
Daylight Saving Time, will remain the same. 
Newfoundland has not yet decided. 

Mr. Sibbeston says the change in daylight 
saving time in the Northwest Territories will coincide 
with the province which is d.i.rectly south o-f · each 
north/south corridor. The Yukon will tie its time 
change with the province of British Columbia. 

"We are fortunate that we have only three 
north/south transportation corridors that are in 
separate time zones and these will not create problems 
if we follow the provinces directly south of each 
zone." 
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"If we do not follow the provinces south of us, 
then great difficulties will result in transport 
scheduling for three weeks each year," says Mr. 
Sibbeston. 

The Government Leader noted that even though 
three weeks more of daylight saving time in the north 
in the spring makes little difference, there will be no 
hardship foreseen if we do change. 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Government Leader's Office 
(403) 920-6176 
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MARCH 8TH INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 2) - Sunday, March 8th has 
been proclaimed International Women's Day and is 
expected to bring women together all across the 
country. 

The Minister Responsible for the Status of 
Women, Red Pedersen, says there will be celebrations 
going on in various places in the Northwest 
Territories. "The women of Inuvik are calling their 
celebration 'Northern Women's Talents' and other groups 
are gathering in Iqaluit, Coppermine, Hay River and 
Yellowknife." 

In 1911, European women chose a day for 
suffrage (the right to vote) for women. It was 
celebrated for 11 years in February or March and 
focussed on a variety of social issues affecting women. 
It wasn't until the late 60's and early 70's that the 
holiday got into full swing in North American to honour 
women's role in society. 

Mr. Pedersen says March 8th this year is a 
Sunday. "Fittingly, it's a day of rest. Take a few 
moments of your time to reflect on the work, effort and 
contribution of women across the N.W.T." 
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CONTACT: Toni Graeme 
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Women's Secretariat 
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NEW NORTHERN DENE LANGUAGE SCHOLARSHIP OFFERED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 2) - Minister of Education 
Dennis Patterson and the Boreal Institute for Northern 
Studies have announced the creation of a new 
scholarship. 

"In 1987-88, the focus will be on Slavey and 
while holding the scholarship at the University of 
Alberta, the student will teach one course of 
"Introductory Slavey," said Mr. Patterson. The 
scholarship is available for one year of study at the 
University of Alberta in any area that will contribute 
to the preservation and/or the teaching of Dene 
languages in the North. 

People fluent in the Slavey language who have 
been accepted as students to the University of Alberta 
are eligible for the scholarship. Individuals who are 
interested in studies in the area and who intend to 
apply their new knowledge in the north are encouraged 
to apply. 

Mr. Patterson says the scholarship is worth 
$10,000 for ten months and it may be held in addition 
to any other financial support available to territorial 
students for university education. 
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"This new Slavey scholarship is an exciting 
idea that I support to the fullest. It is one more way 
that our department is working with other educational 
institutions to promote higher learning for 
northerners." 

The deadline for applications is April 1st, 
1987. 

CONTACT:' 

Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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OR Dr. Lynda Lange 
Boreal Institute for 
Northern Studies 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta 
(403) 432-4999 
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PERSONNEL MINISTER CALLS FOR SUPPORT OF BUDGET 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 2) - Minister of Personnel 
Red Peder sen outlined to the Legislative Assembly today 
the major accomplishments of his department. 

He says growth of the Personnel Operations and 
Maintenance budget represents costs associated with the 
overall growth in the public service, costs associated 
with the Affirmative Action Program and new initiatives 
in the department. The budget is $18,902,000. 

The department's capital budget of $5,619,000 
is a reduction from last year due to the decline in the 
construction of staff housing. 

Mr. Pedersen says the reorganization of the 
department into two units has helped strengthen its 
areas of expertise. "Our operational organization 
concentrates on the day-to-day delivery of personnel 
services to the general public and to public service 
employees. Our Headquarters functions address the 
development of policies -~ am:l~-a-t-rErctives, -as they apply 
to the entire government." 

Mr. Pedersen says he's encouraged by the 
success of the Native Employment Policy. ~rt has 
allowed for the increased representation of native 
people in the public service. Overall 35 per cent of 
public service vacancies were filled by native people 
in 1986." 
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Mr. Pedersen says 1987 will be busy for the 
department. The contract with the Northwest 
Territories Public Service Association expires on March 
31st and the agreement with the Northwest Territories 
Teachers Association expires in August. The minister 
has directed that negotiations begin with the two 
associations. 

Other initiatives include an increased 
concentration on providin9 more efficient service and 
information, on reviewing marketing and recruitment 
strategi~s, examining the barriers to employment and 
the use of experts in the pension and insurance area. 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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•EAT WELL - LIVE WELL• - MARCH IS NUTRITION MONTH 

YtLLOWKNIFE (Mar. 3) - Wearing an "EAT WELL -
LIVE WELL" button, Minister of Health Bruce McLaughlin 
has declared March as Nutrition Month. 

"Proper nutrition helps lead to a healthy body 
and the promotion of good nutrition is a major goal of 
all involved in the health care field in the Northwest 
Territories." 

Mr. McLaughlin says there has been a growing 
awareness of good nutrition over the past five years. 
He says this increased knowledge is due to the efforts 
of the Nutrition Liaison Committee of the NWT and their 
annual campaigns for Nutrition Month. 

The campaign is the result of efforts by the 
territorial departments of Health and Education, the 
NWT Region of Medical Services Branch of Health and 
Welfare Canada, the Native Women's Association and the 
Hudson Bay Company. 

Mr. McLaughlin says excellent kits have been 
developed which promote healthy eating. They will be 
distributed through volunteers, nursing stations, 
community committees and throughout the school system. 

"The quality of the NWT Nutrition campaign has 
received widespread recognition in both Canada and the 
United States at conventions of Canadian and American 
Dietetic Associations." 

CONTACT: 

Northwest 
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Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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SOLUTION TO QUESTION OF ARCTIC SOVEREIGNTY 
DEMANDED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 3) - Canadian sovereignty in 
the Arctic cannot continue to withstand threats from 
other nations according to Minister of Justice Michael 
Ballantyne. 

"The time to resolve this issue is now 
before it is too late and before the situation gets out 
of hand." 

Mr. Ballantyne says control of the Beaufort Sea 
has been recently challenged by a proposal of the 
United States to issue exploration permits for oil and 
gas. "Your government strenuously objects to this 
incursion into Canadian territory. I have made sure 
the Prime Minister, the federal Minister of Justice and 
the Secretary of State for External Affairs are aware 
of our objections." 

Mr. Ballantyne has been told that in response 
to territorial concerns, a strong protest from Canada 
has put the proposed activity in the Beaufort Sea on 
hold. 

"While this provides temporary relief, it is 
not a solution to the problem. Until this dispute over 
sovereignty is finally resolved, there will continue to 
be incursions and threats to the Canadian Arctic." 
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Mr. Ballantyne is calling on the Government of 
Canada to assert itself by increasing its activities in 
those threatened areas. He says, "if exploration for 
oil and gas is the only issue, there is still a chance 
to resolve the question fairly with the United States." 

"It is high time that this matter was resolved 
once and for all so that Canada would continue to 
assert its sovereignty in the Arctic." 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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LANGUAG~ AND CULTURE ?ROGRAM CREATED FOR NORTHERN 
SCHOOLS 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar . 3) - Minister of Education 
Dennis Patterson has announced that a new program has 
been established to develop aboriginal language and 
cultural programs for all of the Northwest Territories. 
A former school principal in Fort Franklin, George 
Cleary, is the manager. 

Mr. Patterson says centres for teaching and 
learning are being set up in the various aboriginal 
language regions as part of the plan to move the 
development of these language programs away from 
'headquarters'. 

"The transfer of these tasks away from 
Yellowknife to field locations will permit greater 
opportunities for local language resource people to 
become involved in this work, and will also result in 
more relevant and appropriate materials." 

Teaching and learning centres were established 
4.his past year in Fort Franklin, Fort Simpson and 
Eskimo Point. Next year, plans are for more centres to 
serve the Baffin, Dogrib, Inuvialuktun and Kitikmeot 
language areas. 

Mr. Patterson says the centre in Eskimo Point 
has developed a course for a language/cultural 
instructors course. It is also revising the Grade 7-9 
Inuktitut Cultural Enrichment program and will have 
another ready for Grade 10 in the next school year. 
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The centres in Fort Franklin and Fort Simpson 
are working on the development of programs and 
materials for the North and South Slavey languages. 
Field-based teacher trainee programs are also underway 
at these centres. 

Mr. Patterson says the overall co-ordination of 
the centres for teaching and learning will be provided 
by Mr. Cleary from Yellowknife, but says that all 
aboriginal language needs for each region will be 
co-ordinated and provided for through the centres. 
"The centres will also serve as a location for field 
based teacher education programs and for the 
development of aboriginal history and cultural 
programs." 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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APPOINT~ENTS TO ADVISORY COUNCIL ON THE STATUS OF 
WOMEN 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 4) - Minister Responsible for 
the N.W.T. Advisory Council on the Status of Women Red 
Pedersen has announced two new members and re-appointed 
six to the Advisory Council on the Status of Women. 
The term for all of these appointments is for three 
years. 

"It was a very difficult decision choosing two 
new members since there are so many talented women in 
the N.W.T.," says Mr. Pedersen. After careful 
deliberation Elsie Casaway and Florence Barnaby were 
finally selected as the two new members. 

Elsie Casaway, from Snowdrift, has held a 
variety of positions with the Federal and Territorial 
governments and native organizations. The primary 
focus of Ms. Casaway's work has been related to native 
employment. She has also served as board member for a 
number of N.W.T. native organizations. 

Florence Barnaby lives in Fort Good Hope and is 
currently a board member of the Drug and Alcohol 
Committee. Additionally, she is involved with the 
drop-in centre and has had a continuing interest in 
women's issues. 

The re-appointment members are Edna Elias from 
Coppermine, Janet Armstrong of Iqaluit, Katherine 
Peterson of Yellowknife, Rita Cli of Fort Simpson, 
Peepeelee Nutaralak of Broughton Island, and Leonie 
Duffy of Coral Harbour. 
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"I have been impressed with the committment of 
time and work members of the Council have given to the 
concerns of women across the Territories and am 
exceptionally pleased to see many of them willing to 
sit for another term. Much of the progress this 
government has made in addressing the concerns of women 
is thanks to the research, advice and lobbying from 
Council members", says Mr. Pedersen. 

~The re-appointed members have served well and 
shown an on-going commitment to work with this 
government to improve the Status of Women in the 
North." 

For further information contact can be made 
with the Women's Secretariat, Government of the 
Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T., X1A 2L9 

CONTACT: 
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Toni Graeme OR 
Women's Secretariat 
(403) 920-8775 

Nancy Austin 
women's Secretariat 
(403) 920-8928 



87-059 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS ANNOUNCED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 4) - The Department of 
Economic Development and Tourism has plans to establish 
a special business man agement career p r ogram_ 

Minister of Economic Development Tagak Curley 
says that at least four native northerners will be 
hired each year by his department. As part of the 
program, these people will attend an academic 
institution like Trent University which offers 
upgrading in economic development for native people. 
The Trent program in particular allows mature students 
as well a s high school and Arctic College graduates. 

The Department of Education will pay for the 
academic costs of the program and the Department of 
Economic Development will cover the balance. "These 
employees, as Economic Development Officers in training 
will be assigned during 'school breaks' to work with 
northern businesses," says Mr. Curley. "The 
combination of upgrading, formal education, private 
sector experience and on-the-job training will provide 
the Department of Economic Development and Tourism with 
excellent managers~" 

Mr. Curley says in addition to this new 
program, the Arctic Business Management Project will 
continue. 
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"Last year, this project was carried out in the 
Eastern Arctic. The results were nine trainees for 
officer level positions within the department. This 
year, the program will be administered from Inuvik by 
the Department of Education. Ten trainees will be 
selected from the Inuvik, Fort Smith and other 
regions." 

The project will cost $200,000 with $60,000 
coming from the Department of Education, $40,000 from 
Economic'Development and $100,000 from Canada 
Employment and Immigration. 

Mr. Curley says, "these initiatives reflect my 
cnmmitm~nr ro incrPa~ing the number of Northwest 
Territories residents in management and officer level 
positions in the Department of Economic Development." 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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CARVING STONE POLICY ANNOUNCED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 5) - Economic Development and 
Tourism Minister Tagak Curley has announced a new 
policy that will help ensure a consistent supply of 
material for northern carvers. 

He said the Carving Stone Supply Policy is 
designed to "recognize the importance of the carving 
industry to the northern economy." 

His department will assist agencies involved in 
I 

procuring supplies of carving material with planning 
and financial assistance. In addition, it will provide 
assistance in locating deposits of stone and with the 
training of local personnel in quarrying methods. 

The minister stated that where a reasonable 
supply of carving material is not "readily available to 
a community" that a process of inter-settlement trade, 
with a transportation subsidy, will be encouraged. 

Under the new policy, organized community 
groups acting on behalf of carvers will be eligible for 
assistance in their efforts to provide raw materials 
for carvers. Those groups might be co-ops, community 
councils, hunter's and trapper's associations, carver's 
guilds, community artist associations or Inuit art 
foundations. 

CONTACT: 

Glen Wadsworth 
Head, Arts & Crafts 
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mic Development and Tourism 
873-7516 .. , 
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Mr. Wrav exlained there ha<.1 been repeated. attempts over a number of years 
to clear things up. "Now all the parties are involved and committed to 
seeking a solution." 

First, the band will discuss the issues of taxation and revenue sources, 
recreation, nousing, education, municipal services and by-iaws. It will 
also study options for control and actminisuation which may be open to 
the band under Lhe Indian Act and the Municipal Act or proposed 
territorial leqjslation. 

Once the preliminary work is done, recommenctations will be discussed with 
the three levels of government, native organizations and band members in 
a series of workshops. Territorial and federal authorities plan to keep 
in touch with the band's progress throughout the study and provide as 
much information and assistance as they can. 

Mr. McKnight noted that other bands in the country have similar problems 
being located within municipal boundaries and he hopes progress made here 
in Yellowknife might also serve as a model for other Indian communities. 
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For further information contact: 

Don Ellis 
Superintendent 
Municipal anct 
Community Affairs 
Fort Smith 
(403) 872-7286 

John Ivey 
A/Director 
Community Affairs 
Indian & Inuit Affairs 
Yellowknife 
(403) 920-8277 

Ted Buracas 
Land Use Coordinator 
Yellowknife B Band 
(403) 873-8951 
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DIAND/GNliJT DOLLARS TO ASSIST YELLOWKNIFE B BAND 

, Northwest 
' Territories 

YELLO~JKNIFE (February 27, 1987) - The federal and territorial 
governments have agreed to contribute a total of $20 000 towards a 
community development study for the Yellowknife "B" Band, a Dene 
residential area adjoining this northern capital . 

Territoires 
du Nord-Quest 

The announcement was made today by Bill McKnight, Minister of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development and Gordon Wray, Minister of Municipal 
and Community Affairs with the Territorial government. 

Each government is contributing $10 000 towards the study scheduled to be 
completed over the next six months. 

This also falls within the timeframe established for the City of 
Yellowknife's Generai Plan Review which will coordinate planning between 
the residents of Lot 500 and the City to ensure the compatibility of 
future development. 

The money will pay for a preliminary community development survey and an 
analysis of options which will determine the residents' wishes for the 
future of Rainbow Valley, an area of the City in which the federal, 
territorial and municipal governments all have responsibilities. 

This factor has caused a dilemma for residents of Rainbow Valley (Lot 
500) who have often been confused about who they should turn to when 
problems concerning the provision of community services arise. The 
majority of Lot 500 residents -- who form part of the membership of the 
Yellowknife "B" Band -- are on federal crown land set aside for Dene 
use. The land, however, 1s located within the municipal boundaries of 
the City of Yellowknife . 
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Mr. Wray exlained there hall been repeated attempts over a number of years 
to clear things up. "Now all the parties are involved and committed to 
seeking a solution." 

First, the band will discuss the issues of taxation and revenue sources, 
recreation, hou~ing, education, municipal services and by-laws. It will 
also study options for control and administration which may be open to 
the band under t;he Indian Act and the Municipal Act or proposed 
territorial legislation. 

Once the preliminary work is done, recommendations will be discussed with 
the three levels of government, native organizations and band members in 
a series of workshops. Territorial and federal authorities plan to keep 
in touch with the band ' s progress throughout the study and provide as 
much information and assistance as they can. 

Mr. McKnight noted that other bands in the country have similar problems 
being located within municipal boundaries and he hopes progress made here 
in Yellowknife might also serve as a model for other Indian communities. 
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For further information contact: 

Don Ellis 
Superintendent 
Municipal and 
Community Affairs 
Fort Smith 
(403) 872-7286 

• 

John Ivey 
A/Director 
Community Affairs 
Indian & Inuit Affairs 
Yellowknife 
(403) 920-8277 

Ted Buracas 
Land Use Coordinator 
Yellowknife B Band 
(403) 873-8951 
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NAVIGATIONAL AID SITES TO BE CLEANED UP 

YELLOWKNIFE (March 9, 1987) -- Nine communities along the Mackenzie River 
will provide labour and equipment for a clean-up project to clear naviga­
tional aid sites this winter. The project, funded with $300,000 provided 
by Indian Affairs and .Northern Development (DIAND) and managed by the Coast 
Guard, was encouraged by the Action Force on Arctic Initiatives . 

The Coast Guard called for proposals from communities along the river almost 
a year ago, but was unable to proceed with contracts because of a lack of 
funds. 

This cooperative use of available federal money was encouraged by the Action 
Force formed last September to help the economy of the Northwest Territories . 
Chaired by the Hon. Bill McKnight, Minister of DIAND, the Action Force 
members are Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources, Marcel Masse, Minister 
of National Health and Welfare, Jake Epp and both NWT Members of Parliament, 
Dave Nickerson and Thomas Suluk. The Action Force works iri cooperation with 
their territorial counterparts. 

Clearing the sites will involve cutting, removing and piling all trees, 
brush and deadwood around the navigational aids fixed to the shores of the 
Mackenzie River. When the sites are cleared, the Coast Guard expects them 
to be more visible and useful to people using the river,and less susceptible 
to destruction by forest fires. 

The following contractors are being awarded contracts of up to $30,000, 
based on their earlier-submitted tenders: Digaa Enterprises (Fort Providence); 
Community Council (Jean Marie River); Nogha Enterprises (Fort Simpson); -
Band Council (Wrigley); Bosworth Creek Enterprises (Norman Wells); Hunters 
and Trappers Association (Fort Norman); Band Council (Fort Good Hope); 
Inc. Band Ltd. (Fort McPherson) and Adams Services (Inuvik). · 

The work will be completed by March 31. 

The Coast Guard has 320 shore-based navigational aid sites which require 
clearing . 
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For further information contact; 

Harry Dubinsky 
District Manager, Canadian Coast Guard 
Hay River 
( 4 03 ) g 7 4 2 11 o e 

Canada 

Gilles Patenaude 
Director, Minerals & Economic Analysis 
Indian & Northern Affairs 
Yellowknife 
(403) 920-8565 GC 194 7540-21-886-3757 
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87-061 

PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS HELPS EXPAND NORTHERN 
ECONOMY 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 9) - Minister of Public Works 
and Hi~hways Gordon Wray says the responsibility of 
delivering highways, buildings, works and equipment 
programs has grown considerably. 

"While continuing to ensure that we operate in 
an efficient and cost effective manner, the department 
also has now assumed greater responsibilities. we 
provide important leadership in this government's 
efforts to expand and support the northern business 
economy and through this support, to provide job 
opportunities for northern residents." 

Mr. Wray says Public Works and Highways is 
increasingly successful in helping to support and 
develop northern contractors. Last year, 84 percent of 
its construction, operation and maintenance contracts 
went to northerners. The value of these contracts was 
more than $47 million. In 1985, 76 percent of the 
contracts stayed in the north and in 1984, 66 percent 
of the work went to northern contractors. 

Northern architects and engineers were awarded 
89 percent of the department's business last year. Mr. 
Wray believes that the policy of selecting northern 
professionals has greatly encouraged new consulting 
businesses in the territories. 

Mr. Wray says the stepped-up capital project 
plan for next year will provide more local employment, 
business opportunities and new infrastructure. In an 
effort to enforce the local and northern involvement in 

.o-••~~~e projects, Mr. Wray says contracts will call for 
ar reports on the inclusion of northerners. 
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"We will continue to place ever increasing 
attention on these measures to help combat the recent 
downturn in our nofthern economy, by ensuring that a 
high percentage of government dollars remains in the 
north. My department and I persist in exploring ways 
of expanding both the application of our existing 
contracting policies. We are developing new, 
innovative policies, procedures and project management 
techniques that are unique to our northern environment 
and that continue to increase local involvement." 

In response to concerns raised by northern 
communities and their residents, Mr. Wray says the 
priorities include controlling summertime dust 
problems, making small docks available and providing 
adequate supplies of crushed gravel. 

Energy conservation and economical construction 
methods remain important to Public Works and Highways 
as well, according to the Minister. 

Mr. Wray says the Residual Heat Recovery 
program is another priority. "It identifies, designs 
and constructs waste heat recovery systems for heating 
community buildings across the north with waste heat 
from NCPC diesel generating plants. To date, six 
systems have been commissioned and seven more will be 
in place by 1990." 

The Minister says it's important to develop 
northern residents to assume jobs in the architectural 
and engineering fields. "As part of our Affirmative 
Action program, we are taking steps to address the lack 
of northern native candidates graduating from 
engineering programs at the post-secondary level, by 
identifying and supporting candidates to enter the 
University of Manitoba's Engineering Access Program." 
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He noted that the past year was extremely 
productive for the department, mainly because of its 
undertaking to increase local and northern 
participation in all aspects of its work. Mr. Wray 
says next year will see Public Works and Highways 
involved in even more construction projects. 

"We look forward to the challenges facing us in 
1987 to implement our assigned programs on schedule and 
within budget, while maximizing the economic 
developmE;nt opportunities to the north." 

-30-

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
(403)920-6176 
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SOCIAL SERVICES ATTEMPTING TO ADDRESS WIDE RANGE 
OF ISSUES 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 9) - Minister of Social 
Services Bruce McLaughlin says his department is trying 
to address a wide range of problems and issues brought 
forward by politicians, local councils and members of 
the public. The department's proposed budget for 
1987-88 is $59 million. 

He says the priorities include making sure that 
people living on social assistance are able to meet 
their families' basic needs for food and clothing. 

Developing community services and self-help 
groups to deal with family violence and providing help 
to troubled children and their parents are high 
priorities. ~r. McLaughlin says supporting young 
people contending with alcohol and drug abuse and 
providing services to the elderly are also important to 
his department. 

"I strongly support the need to provide more 
supervisory and specialist support to social service 
workers, and to continue to provide much needed 
training to assist staff coping with increasingly 
complex demands related to child sexual abuse, spousal 
assault, young offenders, suicide prevention, alcohol 
and drug abuse and other family crises." 

Mr. McLaughlin says the increased budget for 
1987-88 is largely due to getting more services to the 
communities along with social assistance payments, 
improved foster care allowances, alcohol and drug 
contributions, and personal care for the aged and 

'Jnlltgl\. capped. 
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"Discussions are presently being undertaken to 
negotiate with several communities which have indicated 
a desire to assume greater responsibility for 
participating in, or delivering, social service 
programs," said Mr. McLaughlin. "Places like Coral 
Harbour, Snowdrift, Fort Simpson and Fort Providence 
have already let us know they are interested." 

Mr. McLaughlin says the Community Corrections 
Program will be further decentralized by providing 
alternatives to jail in all regions. 

Social assistance scales and food rates were 
increased last October and the proposed Social Services 
budget shows there will be a second increase on April 
1st, 1987. As well, increases to foster care and 
clothing allowances were put into effect on January 1, 
1987. 

Mr. McLaughlin says, "the improved allowances 
are intended to adequately compensate foster parents 
for providing care and supervision to children who have 
suffered as a result of neglect or have 
behavioural/emotional problems." 

Under the ~ohol and Drug program, more money 
was budgeted for unity groups trying to deal with 
the issues. An addi ional $200,000 has been targeted 
for programs related to young people. Also in the 
budget has extra money to allow project groups to use 
existing community buildings which need minor 
renovations to meet fire and safety standards. 

Mr. McLaughlin says major capital spending will 
be in the services to the Aged and Handicapped program 
for Senior Citizens' Facilities and group homes for 
handicapped adults. 

CONTACT: 
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Cindy Clegg 
(403) 920-6176 
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NORTH WARNING SYSTEM CONTRACTS TO INCLUDE BENEFITS 
FOR N.W:T. 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 10) - Minister of Economic 
Development Tagak Curley says northern employment and 
business plans must be part of the proposals to operate 
and maintain the North Warning System. The federal 
government has asked for proposals from five bidders. 

Mr. Curley says each one has to identify goods 
and services to be purchased in the North. Each bidder 
will also be required to show how large components of 
the work will be broken down into smaller packages. 
The potential for creating new businesses must be 
examined. The bidders are being asked for commitments 
for equity participation by northerners. 

"In the employment plan," Mr. Curley says, "the 
bidders must clearly define their plans to recruit and 
train local workers. They must set out affirmative 
action programs and opportunities for advancement." 

Mr. Curley says in addition to these positive 
steps, there are certain requirements that have been 
put into the request for proposals. 

Northwest 
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"Each bidder has to identify measures to ensure 
non-unionized workers and contractors have access to 
work if the contractor selected is unionized. Bidders 
also have to explain plans to transfer technology and 
expertise to the north." He says the successful bidder 
must be prepared to commit to northern benefits in 
their contracts. 

Mr. Curley says federal Minister of Defence 
Perrin Beatty should be congratulated on his innovative 
approach to the North for ensuring that the maintenance 
contract~ result in maximum benefits for northerners. 

CONTACT: 
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Cindy Clegg 
(403) 920-6176 
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REVIEW OF WORKERS' COMPENSATION BOARD RELEASED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 10) - The Minister 
Responsible for the Workers' Compensation Board has 
made a review of the board public. It is called 
"Workers' Compensation in the NWT - Reports of the 
Review Committee". 

Bruce McLaughlin says a committee was appointed 
last April to review the Workers' Compensation Act and 
the system by which workers and the~r dependants are 
compensated for injuries and death from work-related 
accidents in the Northwest Territories. 

Mr. McLaughlin says the first committee report 
was made in August 1986. The recommendations were put 
into effect in a bill which was introduced at the 
October Session of the Legislative Assembly. 

The final report includes 133 recommendations, 
including those which were dealt with by the Assembly 
last fall. 

According to Mr. McLaughlin, many of the 
recommendations can be put into effect without changes 
to the legislation. "In fact", he says, "some of them 
have already been acted upon by the Workers' 
Compensation Board." Many of the recommendations in 
the report will require amendments to the Workers' 
Compensation Act. 
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Territories Culture & Communications 

Government of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T. Canada XlA 2L9 / Telex: 034-45504 



REVIEW OF WORKERS' COMP. BOARD RELEASED PAGE: 2 

The recommendations in the report cover almost 
every aspect of Workers' Compensation. These include 
recommendations on: 

A) The Board itself, its composition and 
its responsibilities; 

B) Benefits for workers who are 
permanently disabled as a result of 
accidents; 

C) Pensions for dependants of workers who 
are killed; 

D) workers' Compensation funds and 
possible ways to invest such funds; 

E) And, about the overall costs of the 
scheme which is, of course, entirely 
paid for by employers. 

Mr. McLaughlin says Workers' Compensation 
affects everyone who works in the Northwest 
Territories. "It affects self-employed people and it 
affects every employer. It is hard to think of anyone 
over the age of 16 who is NOT affected by the workers' 
Compensation Act." 

The Review Committee received at total of 37 
submissions from a wide variety of sources including 
employers and organized labour; associations, unions, 
government departments, municipalities, and from 
individuals. The committee was chaired by Letha 
MacLachlan and members were George Foley and Lyle 
Hawkins. 

CONTACT: 
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Cindy Clegg 
(403) 920-6176 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFERS MORE PROGRAMS AT SAME 
COST 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 10) - Minister of Economic 
Development Tagak Curley says his department's budget 
will only grow from 3.5 percent to 3.9 per cent of the 
overall government budget next year. In presenting his 
departmnent's $34.5 million budget to the Legislative 
Assembly, he stressed that Economic Development is 
doing a great deal to create opportunities for the 
people of the territories. 

Mr. Curley notes the economic dilemma facing 
the Northwest Territories. "There is a rapidly growing 
population scattered in a number of small remote 
communities. Communities with limited markets and 
often lacking a trained work force. There is a 
downturn in the oil, gas and non-precious metals 
industries. Prices remain severely depressed for seal 
skins and many commercial lenders now believe that the 
north is simply not a good place to invest in. The 
financial resources available through government to 
address these problems are also quite limited". 

Mr. Curley says however that there are 
opportunities especially in tourism, arts and crafts, 
the renewable sector, precious metals and in the long 
term, oil and gas. He adds that northerners are 
becoming trained and are aggressively searching out 
opportunities. 
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Mr. Curley outlines six principles which will 
guide the development of the NWT economy over the next 
several years. "Diversifying our economy, bringing 
smaller communities to economic self-sufficiency, 
developing export markets, businesses, planning and 
channelling of our resources so we can do more with 
what is available and cooperating with the 
non-renewable companies are initiatives which will be 
implemented through this budget. 

Mr. Curley says the direction of the budget was 
taken from recommendations presented at the regional 
economic' development conferences, at the recent 
Northern Food Conference and from the Nordic trip. 

Mr. Curley says three million dollars will be 
av.::iil;:ihle::> to suport the growth of the renewable resouce 
sector to support the construction of new 
infrastructure - such as meat and fish processing 
plants, abattoirs, tanneries, fishing vessels and 
agricultural facilities. 

"The more we can produce fov ourselves, the 
less that we will be dependent on expensive southern 
imports, and the greater the number of jobs that will 
be created for northerners. Furthermore, surpluses can 
be exported to generate increased profits for 
northerners." 

Mr. Curley says the arts and crafts industry 
has an important role in creating jobs and businesses 
for all northerners. He says seminars and advisors 
will be helping artists and crafts people produce goods 
which are of consistently high quality and meet 
contemporary consumer tastes. 

For the first time, the minister says, there is 
a comprehensive government tourism marketing strategy 
which will be used to guide the amount of money spent 
on tourism. 
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"1986 was a banner year for the NWT tourism 
industry. We were a hit on the world stage at 
Vancouver, and as a result, people from around the 
world know that there is a Northwest Territories in 
Canada. Now that we have people's attention, the 
challenge is to convince them to visit us." 

Mr. Curley says active Business Development 
Programs are providing capital and management 
assistance for business expansion, modernization and 
for setting up new ventures. Last year, $28 million 
was generated through the Business Loans Fund, Eskimo 
Loan Fund, Special ARDA, grants and contributions, and 
the Economic Development Agreement~ This year, $7.3 
million is proposed for the first year of the new 
Economic Development Agreement. The Business Loan and 
Guarantee Fund will also be increased by another $2.5 
million. 

"Economic Development is currently working on a 
departmental planning framework which will tie together 
community, regional and territorial planning. The 
planning will focus on the long term; it will be based 
on the principle 'Grass Roots Upwards', and will 
support the work of the proposed Executive Council 
Economic Development committee." 

Mr. Curley states that, "the department's 
budget points to the future with increased private 
sector employment, and a larger and healthier northern 
business community and increased self-reliance for all 
northerners through a diversified territorial economy." 

CONTACT: 
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Cindy Clegg 
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GOVERNMENT AND MINING I NDUSTRY LAUNCH JOINT EFFORT 

YELLOWKNIFE, (Mar. 11) - Final plans for a 
joint industry/government mining initiatives package 
have been an nounced by the Minister of Economic 
Development and Tourism. 

Tagak Curley says the idea is to maintain and 
increase the mining industry's contribution to the 
northern economy. "To achieve this, new mines are 
required, northern labour must be trained and northern 
business must be in a better positi9n to meet the needs 
of the mining industry." 

In an effort to create more interest in 
northern mining, a tour for investors is being 
considered which will demonstrate that the Northwest 
Territories i s a worthwhil e investment. 

11 The Chamber of Mines a nd the Department of 
Economi c Development and Touri s m will also begin to 
aggressively market the north's mining potential", says 
Mr. Curley. "The intent is to promote the NWT as a 
good place to develop new mines and to demonstrate that 
we have a well-developed service sector and a supply of 
skilled labour." 

0 
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Mr. Curley outlines a proposed training program 
for prospectors which could help northerners become 
involved in the early stages of the mineral development 
process. It would be similar to the successful program 
now run in the Yukon. 

A service industry guide will be published to 
put northern businesses at the fingertips of the mining 
industry .. 

Mr. Curley says the feasibility of an assay 
laboratory in Yellowknife will be studied. 11 At the 
moment, all ore samples are shipped south. Such a lab 
in the north would benefit the mining industry and 
provide more jobs." 

Representatives of the mining industry told the 
m nister of their concern that tax reform may bring an 
end to flow-through share financing. Mr. Curley says 
that the territorial government shares the worry and 
has lobbied the federal government to continue 
flow-through share financing. 

CONTACT: 
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Cindy Clegg 
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GOVERNMENT DAYCARE OBTAIN ED 

YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T. (Mar. 13/87) - Working 
parents who qualify for assistance wit h th e cost of 
childcare wil l no longer have to re-apply in person 
each month. 

Minister of Social Services Bruce McLaugh lin 
has told the Legislative Assembly that a new 
streamlined system has been put in place to help 
parents already receiving help. "As well, this new 
process will attract parents who have been overwhelmed 
by the monthly application for aid." 

Mr. McLaug hlin says the day care s ubsidy exists 
t o help low-income pa r ents and t o make sure they are 
a ble to remain in the workforce. 

The new approach to childcar e- subsidies allows 
parents to mail in their re-application for grants. 
Th e government provides the blank form, the 
self- addressed envelope and the postage. Every six 
mont hs, parents must r e -apply in person for their 
subsidies. At that time, they must provide receipts 
for r ent, heat, power, wa ter and chil d care along wi th 
proof of their income. 

Mr. McLaughlin says, "this n ew procedure allows 
mor e people asking for help to retain their dignity 
whil e making life s impler for e veryone ." 

CONTACT: 

Northwest 
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NEW MIN ISTE R ASSIGNED TWO PORTFOLIOS 

YELLOWKNIF E, N.W.T. (Mar . 18/87 ) - Governmen t 
Leader Nick Sibbeston has announced change s i n 
Executive Counci l assig nmen t s . 

The new ly appointed Ministe r Lud y Pudlu k ( MLA 
High Arctic ) wil l be responsible for the Departmen t o f 
Cultur e and Communica t ion s and for Governmen t Services. 

Mr. Sibbeston says Mr. Pudluk brings many 
positive qualitie s t o his new assignment s . "As a n 
a borigina l person, he wil l have specia l insight s into 
the cultura l and language need s o f native peopl e . I am 
confident tha t Mro Pud l uk wil l carry forward t he 
initiative s in t h i s area that previous minister s hav e 
made wh i le b ringing h is own fres h ideas . " 

Mr. Sibbeston will undertak e th e respo n s i bili t y 
for th e Departmen t o f Economi c Deve l opmen t and Tour i sm 
whic h wa s l e f t empty fo llowing th e departur e of Taga k 
Curley from Executive Counci l . 

Mr. Sibbeston says a cabine t shuffl e onl y a f ew 
months ago mad e him consciou s of trying t o create th e 
leas t possible disruption t o the curren t opera t ions o f 
governmen t. 

Mr. Sibbeston stresse s tha t Econom ic 
Deve l8prn en t and Tod:r.-i s m is an tong the highes t prioritie s 
of thi s governmen t~ 11 The downtur n i n th e economy and 
the need fo r strong , positive action by thi s governmen t 
in ful l partnersh ip wit h the busines s commun i t y 
convinced me t o take on thi s job . I intend t o give i t 
my ful l and undivided attention over th e ne x t f ew 
important month s . i i 
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PLASTIC PIPING FOR SPRINKLERS EXPECTED TO SAVE$$$ 

YELLOWKNIFE, (Mar. 20/87) - Minister of Justice 
Michael Ballantyne has announced changes in the type of 
piping allowed in the use of sprinkler systems in the 
territories. 

Specially designed plastic pipe is already 
widel y used in the United States and is now being used 
in Quebec. The system fully meets the legal 
requirements of the Fire Prevention Act and National 
Building Code. The NWT Fire Marshall has now given his 
approval to the u se of plastic piping for sprinkler 
systems in public buildings. 

Mr. Ballantyne says it's expected that this 
product will now be applied to construction across 
Canada by the end of this year. 

"The advantages of this system include great 
cost savings produced by lower transportation and 
labour costs and greater versatility of the material." 

Mr. Ballantyne says several hundred thousands 
of dollars can be saved in the construction of 
buildings currently planned for the Northwest 
Territories. 

"Thi s initiative is especially welcome at this 
time when capital construction costs continue to 
escalate," he says. 
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PUBLIC SERVICES INCREASED AND IMPROVED IN LAST 
YEAR 

YELLOWKNIFE, (Mar. 20/87) - Minister of Justice 
Michael Ballantyne has told Members of the Legislative 
Assembly that the Public Services Program has stepped 
up its activities. 

Mr. Ballantyne outlined increasing action in 
Mining Inspection Services saying that recommendations 
from the Bardswich Report will continue to be 
addressed. 

"There will be an increased emphasis placed on 
the role of the Mine Occupational Health and Safety 
Committees during their visits to the mines. New 
resources are being devoted to the occupational health 
aspects of the program." 

A medical consultant in Occupational Health is 
now working to directly address health issues in the 
workplace. 

The Minister says the Mine Occupational Health 
and Safety Board will continue to meet four times a 
year to review a broad range of issues in the mining 
industry. 

Safety Education and Awareness has been the 
focus of the Safety Division for the past year. Mr. 
Ballantyne says workshops in Iqaluit, Inuvik, Hay River 
and Yellowknife have been held. "On-site job safety 
continues to be monitored through inspections at 
workplaces throughout the Northwest Territories." 
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Education and information for the public and 
for those holding liquor licenses are goals for the 
Liquor Licensing Board. Mr. Ballantyne expects the new 
chairman will streamline the work of the board. 

"At the request of the communities, we plan to 
increase the funding for part-time liquor inspectors. 
These inspectors fulfill an important function by 
working in their home communities and dealing with 
problems such as under-age drinking." 

A toll-free line is being installed for people 
wanting the use of the Labour Section of the 
department. The Labour Standards Board continues to 
fulfill its mandate as an appeal body. The Minister 
explained that it faces a large workload, with some 
cases involving large amounts of money. 

"A number of fire fighters trained to an 
internationally recognized standard continues to 
increase and there's plenty of activity planned in this 
area in the next yea-r," says Mr. Ballantyne. 

"I look forward to continuing success over the 
next year in our Public Services program. These 
services are delivered directly to the people of the 
Northwest Territories and are, as a result, especially 
important in establishing the credibility of this 
government. 

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
(403} 920-6176 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY APPROVES BOARDS OF SECONDARY 
EDUCATION 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 23) - On Friday, March 20, the N.W.T. 
Legislative Assembly passed an amendment to the 
Education Act permitting the establishment of Boards of 
Secondary Education. 

"This amendment should help us resolve a long-standing 
issue," said Education Minister Dennis Patterson. 

"Up until now, Sir John Franklin High School in 
Yellowknife has been a Territorial high school operated 
by the government. The majority of the students are 
from Yellowknife, but we have not been able to transfer 
responsibility for the school to a local body, because 
residents of communities across the North continue to 
view Sir John as their high school. Through discussion 
with School District #1 as well as Community Education­
Society #4 and communities and regions sending students 
to Sir John Franklin school, my department arrived at 
the amendment." 

In the case of Sir John Franklin, the Board of 
Secondary Education will be made up of seven members. 
Mr. Patterson explained that two will be appointed from 
the Fort Smith region to represent the students from 
that region, one will represent the Kitikmeot region 
and four members will be appointed to represent 
Yellowknife. 

Staff will receive direction from the new Board of 
Secondary Education but will continue to be members of 
the public service. Program decisions will be the 
responsibility of the board, although major changes 

· 1 be made only with ministerial approval. 

Northwest 

istration of the school will be fully in control 
e board. 
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Special Education funding to the Yellowknife boards has 
also increased substantially, from $124 per pupil in 
1986-87 to $245 per pupil in 1987-88. This increase, 
which brings funding much closer to the actual costs 
incurred by the boards, accounts for a large portion of 
the overall increase. 

-30-

CONTACT: Paul Devitt 
Department of Education 
(403) 873-7739 
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FUNDING CONFIRMED FOR FRAME LAKE SOUTH SCHOOL 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 23) - The Honourable Dennis 
Patterson, Minister of Education, and Diane Doyle, 
chairperson of the Board of Yellowknife School District 
#1, on Friday March 6, signed an agreement transferring 
funding from the Government of the Northwest 
Territories to the Board for the construction of a new 
12 classroom school to be built in Frame Lake South in 
1987-88. 

The school was originally scheduled to be built in 
1989-90. "A four classroom portable school was set up 
in Frame Lake South in 1985 to look after the community 
primary school needs in the meantime," said Mr. 
Patterson. "However, it soon became obvious, given 
projected enrolment growth in the lower grades, and 
over 90% utilization of all facilities, that the 
project would have to be advanced by two years to 
1987-88." 

Mr. Patterson also credited the efforts of local MLA 
Ted Richard (Yellowknife South) in advancing the school 
construction date. 

"This new school will permit adequate school capacity 
for Yellowknife into the early 1990s," Mr. Patterson 
concluded. 

The new school, which will be of standard design, will 
include an administration area, resource centre and 
gymnasium, as well as classrooms. The total project is 
estimated to cost $4,100,000. 

-30-

~~~~ mcT: Jim Moffat 
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MINISTER SETS SCHOOL DISTRICT FUNDING LEVELS 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 23) - The net effect of applying 
formula funding to Yellowknife schools is an increase 
of $39,000 over 1986-87 grants to School District #1 
and an increase of $281,000 to School District #2, 
Minister of Education Dennis Patterson announced today. 

"It gives me a lot of satisfaction to be able to 
announce these increases," said Mr. Patterson. "They 
are the result of a new education funding formula which 
ensures that all school boards, divisional boards and 
regions are treated equally when it comes to 
educational financing from the Government of the 
Northwest Territories." 

During the past year, superintendents from all boards 
and regions worked together with financial managers in 
the Department of Education to develop the formula. 

In the case of the Yellowknife boards, kindergarten to 
grade 9 costs will be funded at 75% of the funding 
level calculated through the formula. The remaining 
25% is expected to be raised through a tax levey, 
although the actual amount is determined by the school 
boards themselves. 

All grade 10 to 12 schools will be funded at 100% of 
formula grants. This results in an increase of 
$110,000 for School District #2, because until this 
year St. Patrick's High School was funded at the same 
level as Yellowknife elementary schools. 

Northwest 
Territories Culture & Communications 

Government of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T. Canada XlA 2L9 / Telex: 034-45504 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY APPROVES EDUCATION PAGE: 2 

The Government of the Northwest Territories will 
provide full funding for all approved programs and 
staff allocations. 

"The Board of Secondary Education is an organizational 
structure that successfully satisfies the needs of 
residents of both Yellowknife and the regions," said 
Mr. Patterson. "Most importantly, it is a transition to 
full board status when all regions have their own high 
schools and are no longer required to send their 
children· to Yellowknife for completion of their 
schooling." 

-30-

CONTACT: Gail Joyce 
Department of Education 
(403) 920-6220 



87-074 

MAR 2 7 ~~~7 

aa.,ernment of N.W.T. 
vt11ow~nife. N.W.T. 

ASSEMBLY MOTION SUPPORTS MINING INDUSTRY 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 24) - A motion passed 
unanimously last week by the Legislative Assembly 
recommends that the Federal Government retain 
provisions for tax deductions for peo~le investing in 
the mining industry. 

A request will be sent to the federal Minister 
of Finance asking that provisions for flow-through 
financing not be eliminated in tax reforms expected 
this spring. 

In introducing the motion, MLA Michael 
Ballantyne (Yellowknife North) noted the flow-through 
program "has been the single most important incentive 
to keep exploration going." 

The investment incentive program permits 
investors to purchase shares in an exploration company 
and receive tax deductions equivalent to $1.33 for 
every dollar invested. "Such an important plan 
attracts much needed funds to the exploration 
business", Ballantyne added. 

During debate on thP motion; Ballantyne 
recognized the importance of the mining industry to the 
NWT, with seven producing mines providing over 2000 
jobs. "The total expenditure in exploration yearly is 
$40 million with approximately 75 per cent of that 
financed by flow-through shares, "he added. 

Northwest 
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NWT Finance Minister Tom Butters also noted 
that the share arrangement "assists mining companies, 
raises money to locate new mines and provides 
employment to northe t n residents." 

In seconding the motion, High Arctic MLA Ludy 
Pudluk said that, "because the exploration industry and 
any mines that might be developed create so many jobs, 
it is ve r y important that the Federal Government keep 
this program to help the northern mining industry." 

-30-

CONTACT: {403) 873-7556 
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TRAINING PROGRAM ANNOUNCED FOR FLIGHT SERVICE 
SPECIALISTS 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar.25) - Minister of Education 
Dennis Patterson has announced the creation of a 
training program at the Iqaluit Campus to train flight 
service specialists for the Eastern Arctic. 

Mr. Patterson says the course is the result of 
an agreement made with the Federal Minister of 
Transport last year to help in locating and training 
northerners for employment in the air transportation 
industry. He says the Iqaluit program is the first 
joint venture resulting from this agreement. 

"Five students started the program in February, 
and, depending on their progress, will complete the 
program within one to two years", says the minister. 
"The program includes academic upgrading at Iqaluit, 
participation in the Airport Observer/Communicator 
Training course at the Thebacha Campus in Fort Smith, 
and a period of training at the Transport Canada 
Training Institute at Cornwall, Ontario. This course 
work will be supplemented by periods of work experience 
at operating airports in the NWT." 

The first group of students to participate in 
the program are Inuit from Rankin Inlet, Iqaluit, 
Pangnirtung, Lake Harbour and Igloolik. 

Money for . allowances during training, 
transportation costs and salaries during periods of 
work experience will come from the federal government. 

Northwest 
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Mr. Patterson says Arctic College will provide 
the instructors for the Academic Upgrading and 
Observer/Communicator components of the program. 

"I am pleased to say that the students are 
settling in to their new routine at the Iqaluit Campus 
and are making good progress in their studies. I take 
it as a positive sign that cooperative ventures like 
this particular program can provide northerners with 
skills they can apply in their own communities." 

-30-

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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FLOATING LAB FIRST CHANCE TO TEST NEW SCIENCE 
POLICY . 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 25) - Planning the research 
agenda of the Polar 8 icebreake-r will be a first test 
of the new national policy on science and technology, 
according to Dr. Robert Janes, executive director of 
the Science Institute of the N.W.T. 

As science advisor to the Territorial 
government, Dr. Janes spoke for the N.W.T. in the 
national deliberations leading up to the signing of the 
policy. He also represented Science Minister Red 
Pedersen at the official signing in Vancouver last 
week. 

The policy signals a commitment by federal, 
provincial and territorial governments to work 
together, and with the private sector, in promoting 
scientific and technological innovation. The overall 
objective is to ensure that research is focussed and 
coordinated so that Canadian industry can maintain and 
improve its place in the international marketplace. 

B-ut, as Dr. Jane:s expl-a-ins, tne agreement also 
recognizes the importance of equitable economic 
development throughout Canada. The policy pledges that 
all Canadians will share in the benefits and 
opportunities created by science and technology. This 
means we're not just talking about high-tech industries 
in the south. Northerners have a right to expect 
tangible benefits as well. 

Northwest 
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"Planning the research to be carried out on 
board the Polar 8 is a logical place to start. In 
light of the new policy, we can hope for direct and 
meaningful northern involvement in this project." The 
Science Institute has presented this view to John 
Crosbie, the federal Minister of Transport, and is also 
contacting organizations that have an interest in 
northern research to alert them to the potential 
opportunity for input. 

The importance of northern input was apparent 
during the development of the new policy, Dr. Janes 
says. "In its opening position, the federal government 
emphasized the development of new technologies, such as 
robotics, artificial intelligence and biotechnology. 
But we took the position that high-tech industries are 
only one road to the future. Canada already has 
achieved international leadership in northern 
technologies -- permafrost construction techniques, 
arctic oil-and-gas technologies, energy conservation in 
cold climates, and the like. We argued that the 
refinement and marketing of these existing technologies 
was as important as the creation of new industries. I 
think we were successful in pressing this point of 
view." 

In addition, the NWT called for "the 
decentralization of northern science policy, 
administration and activities" and recommended the 
establishment of a northern research centre and fund. 
"If research priorities were identified in the North, 
projects could be more closely directed toward the 
social, cultural and economic wellbeing of northerners. 
At present, research funding and infrastcucture are 
generally concentrated in southern Canada." He said 
that the projected transfer of research laboratories in 
Inuvik, Igloolik and Iqaluit from the federal 
government to the Science Institute would be a step in 
the right direction. 
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or. Janes also emphasized the need for 
collaboration between formalized, mainstream science 
and the informal science of aboriginal people, whose 
expertise is based on many thousands of years of 
first-hand experience. "Scientists have no monopoly on 
truth or objectivity." 

The signing of the national policy was the 
first step in an on-going process of intergovernmental 
consultation, which is to be carried out through seven 
"working· groups." or. Janes will continue to 
contribute a northern view point as a member of the 
working group on the social and cultural impact of 
science and technology. 
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Dr. Robert Janes 
Executive Director 
(403) 873-7592 
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Candace Savage 
Information/Education Co-ordinator 
Science Institute of the N.W.T. 
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INCREASES OF FOOD ALLOWANCE FOR PERSONS ON SOCIAL 
ASSISTANCE 

YELLOWKNIFE (Mar. 25) - Increases to the levels 
of food allowances for persons on social assistance 
were announced today by the Minister of Social 
Services, Bruce McLaughlin. The increased levels of 
assistance will go into effect on April 1, 1987. 

"Rates were increased in October 1986 and this 
is the second phase of the overall plan to provide more 
assistance to those in need," the Minister said. 

Revisions to the rates resulted from the 
1985-86 survey of food costs across the N.W.T. 
conducted by the Department of Social Services and the 
Bureau of Statistics. Food costs in N.W.T. communities 
were measured and compared to those in Yellowknife and, 
as a result of the survey, the number of food sales 
were increased from six to ten to accommodate the cost 
of living spread between communities. 

This means, for example, that an individual 
living in Yellowknife would be eligible for $132 per 
month for food purchases, while in Pelly Bay an 
individual would receive $252. Calculations for 
families will be based on the new levels and are based 
on family size. 

The Minister stressed that the Department of 
Social Services will continue in its efforts to assist 
individuals and families in meeting their requirements 
to purchase food. 

CONTACT: 

Northwest 
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Richard Clarke 
Director of Social Services 
Department of Social Services 
(403) 873-7160 
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YELLOWKNIFE (April 1, 1987) -- The agreement to transfer forest and fire 
management from federal to territorial control will take effect today. 

The Honourable Bill McKnight, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development and the Honourable Red Pedersen, Minister of Renewable Resources 
with the Government of the Northwest Territories, signed an agreement 
which lays out details of legislative amendments, property and housing 
transfer, treatment of federal employees and continuing land use under 
overlapping jurisdictions. 

The agreement significantly affects a large portion of DIAND ' s resources 
in the NWT. It involves a program with an annual budget of $24.1 million 
and buildings, facilities, land and assets valued at $24.5 million. In 
addition, 47 full-time employees and as many as 145 seasonal employees 
(totalling approximately 192) have been transferred from the Northern 
Affairs Program to the Territorial Government. 

As part of this transfer, Bill C-43, An Act to Amend the Territorial 
Lands Act, which was passed in March, deletes references to timber from 
the Territorial Lands Act, thereby removing federal jurisdiction over 
timber in the Northwest Territories. Together with certain Orders-in­
Council, the Bill provides the Territorial Government with legislative 
jurisdiction and administrative control over this major resource 
management program. 

"I am pleased that I have been able to obtain the necessary approvals for 
this to take place. The federal government has met all of its commitments 
and legislative requirements by April 1 and I congratulate all the parties 
involved for contributing to this success," said Mr. McKnight . 

"In assuming this provincial-type role, we are taking another large step 
towards fully responsible government," said Mr. Pedersen. "We have 
learned from this experience and are applying it in areas of health, 
Northern Canada Power Commission, scientific resource centres and other 
programs up for transfer." 
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The agreement includes a special arrangement for a three-year buffer 
period during which the federal government will supply supplementary 
funding if a bad fire season demands more than the $8.2 million 
designated for fire fighting. The agreed figure was arrived at through 
careful analysis of fire occurrences over the past 20 years. 

The transfer also includes funds for the use of two CL-215 water 
bombers which operate in the Northwest Territories. These will remain 
the property of Transport Canada, but the GNWT now replaces DIAND as 
the contract administrator. 

In subsequent years, funding for these programs will be provided 
through, and in accordance with, the Canada-Northwest Territories 
formula financing agreement. 

"It is consistent with my approach to constitutional, political and 
economic development in the North," noted Mr. McKnight. "And it 
reflects the federal government's commitment to see the administration 
of government located, wherever possible, at the level closest to those 
directly concerned." 

Mr. McKnight also took the opportunity to thank his transferring 
employees for their years of dedication and service to the Government 
of Canada. 

Ref.: 

Daniel Veniez 
Minister's Office 
DIAND 
(819) 997-0002 
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Bob McLeod 
Policy Advisor 
DIAND 
(403) 920-8565 

Bob Wooley 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
Dept. of Renewable Resources, 
GNWT 
(403) 873-7420 
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TRANSFER OF FORESTRY AND FIRE MANAGEJ1ENT TO THE 

GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

BACKGROUNDERS 

Chronology of Major Events Leading to the Transfer of Forest 
and Fire Management 

Principles of Transfer 

Main Features of the Agreement 

Role of the Dene-Metis 

GNWT/Legislative Requirements 





April 1984 

July 1985 

September 1985 

September 1986 

December 1986 

February 1987 

March 1987 

CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR EVENTS LEADING TO THE 

TRANSFER OF FOREST AND FIRE MANAGEMENT 

The transfer issue was raised in the Yellowknife 
Legislative Assembly. 

The territorial Department of Renewable Resources 
officially requested the transfer of the Forest 
Resources Program. 

An Agreement to Transfer was signed by the Department 
of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and the 
territorial Department of Renewable Resources. 

The Agreement included a set of guiding principles 
for transfer negotiations. 

The Dene Nation and the Metis Association announced 
their full support for the transfer. 

The Government of Canada approved transfer of the 
Forest Resources Program. 

The Executive Council of Government of Northwest 
Territories approved the negotiated transfer package. 

The Federal Treasury Board approved the transfer 
package. 

The Act to Amend the Territorial Lands Act was passed 
by Parliament. 

The Governor in Council approved Orders in Council to 
transfer the assets of the Forest Resources Program to 
Government of Northwest Territories, and to authorize 
the Commissioner in Council, Government of the Northwest 
Territories to make ordinances concerning forest and 
fire management on territorial lands under the control 
of the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development. 





PRINCIPLES OF TRANSFER 

The transfer agreement was negotiated according to the following 
principles for renewable resource management programs which were 
agreed to in September 1985 by both Governments. 

1. Transfers will be made through a process of agreement between 
the Federal and Territorial Governments with the support and 
participation of involved native groups. 

2. The Federal Government will make every effort to transfer 
programs identified as priorities by the Territorial Government. 

3. Transfers will not prejudice further political evolution in 
the Northwest Territories. 

4. Transfers will not prejudice land claims. 

5. While specific transfers may require certain one-time incremental 
costs, existing levels of funding will be maintained. Specific 
future program enhancement will be considered where required 
within the established financial approval processes of both levels 
of governments. 

6. The Federal Government will ensure that total resources devoted 
to programs to be transferred are identified and made known to 
the Territorial Government during the negotiation process. 

7. Upon completion of a program transfer, all associated program 
policies and procedures will become the full responsibility of 
the Territorial Government. 

8. Program transfers will be managed by both levels of government 
in a manner which will ensure continuity and maintain the level 
of service to the public during the transitional period. 

9. Both levels of government will develop a joint communications 
strategy to keep staff and public informed of transfer activities. 

10. All federal staff affected by transfer actions will be offered 
equivalent positions by the Territorial Government and both levels 
of government will work together to deal equitably with staff. 





MAIN FEATURES OF THE AGREEMENT 

Financial 

- An increase in transfer payments to Government of 
the Northwest Territories 

A transfer of assets estimated at 

The assets are: 

(a) Land and infrastructure 
(office buildings, warehouses, garages, 
fire towers, et~.) 

(b) Public property 
(vehicles, boats, office furnishings, 
fire fighting equipment, etc.) 

(c) Housing 
(Department of Public Works' houses 
presently occupied by forestry personnel 
- 31 units) 

$24.l million 

$24. 5 mill ion 

$12. 2 mill ion 

$ 8. 9 million 

$ 3 .4 million 

- Agreement includes a formula whereby Government Northwest Territories 
will have access to the supplementary estimates process for a three­
year period in the event of severe fire years. 

- A number of multi-year contracts including the CL-215 operation and 
maintenance contract are being assigned to Government Northwest 
Territories. 

- Increase in transfer payments to Government of Northwest Territories 
will be offset by reductions in Department of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development budget and by savings to the Federal Treasury. 

- Transfer of $24.1 million and 47 full-time employees and as many as 
145 seasonal employees (totalling approximately 192) to Government 
of Northwest Territories will reduce the Northern Affairs Program, 
Northwest Territories, leaving it with resources of $17.9 million and 
173.5 person years. The $24.1 million includes $8.2 million which is 
an estimate of the amount that the Department of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development would receive for fire suppression through 
supplementary estimates each year. 

( 2 •.• ) 
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Personnel 

- Federal employees (approximately 192) affected by the transfer have 
been offered positions with Government of Northwest Territories. 

- Transferring employees that receive vacation travel assistance while 
with the Federal Government will continue to receive travel assistance 
for a four-year period. 

Legislative 

- Legislative jurisdiction for forest and fire management is being 
transferred to Government of Northwest Territories. 

- The following steps are being taken: 

the Territorial Lands Act and the Territorial Timber Regulations 
are being amended to remove all reference to forest management 
in the Northwest Territories. 

Orders in Council pursuant to the Northwest Territories Act to 
authorize the Commissioner in Council, Government of the 
Northwest Territories, to make ordinances effective April 1, 1987, 
concerning forest and fire management are being processed. 

Integrated Resource Management 

- The Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development will no longer 
have any responsibility for forest and fire management in the Northwest 
Territories but will continue to manage land and the Territorial Lands Act 
will continue to apply. 

- A mutually acceptable administrative process is being established by both 
Governments to review before issuance of any approval under the Territorial 
Lands Act by DIAND and any timber permit by GNWT. 





GNWT LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 

FOREST MANAGEMENT ACT - Passed by the NWT Legislative Assembly 
in October 1986. Allows the Government of the Northwest Territories 
to undertake the responsibilities being transferred by the federal 
government. 

FOREST MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS - Being developed through a consultative 
process with represenoatives from the Dene Nation and Metis Association 
as well as with a broad range of public representatives. 

NWT FOREST PROTECTION ACT - Allowed fire suppression activities to be 
carried out in the Northwest Territories under federal management. 
Remains in effect under the transfer agreement. 

FOREST MANAGEMENT POLICY - Will be developed as the result of 
consultation with groups and individuals affected. 

FIRE SUPPRESSION POLICY - Remains the same as federal policy to 
allow the Government of the Northwest Territories access to supplementary 
estimates for three years. During this period, the GNWT will be 
consulting on a 'made in the north' policy for forest fire suppression. 
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FORMAL GNWT RESPONS E MAD E TO CLOSU RE OF PINE POINT 
MINE S 

YELLOWKNIFE (April 1) - The Government of the 
Northwest Territories announced today the response to 
the permanent shutdown of the town's main employer, 
Pine Point Mines Limited. 

The mine announced in January that it will 
phase out its operations over the next three years. 
Mining will end by July 1987 and milling operations by 
the end of 1987. Shipping and sales of concentrate 
will continue up to three years after milling ends. 

Gordon Wray, on behalf of the Executive 
Council, says discussions between the territorial 
government and the town must get underway to plan for 
the orderly closure of the Town of Pine Point by 1990. 

Mr. Wray has been designated as Minister 
responsible for coordinating the territorial 
government's overall plan in response to the closure of 
the current mining operation. The Town of Pine Point 
has ·i d entified a number of priorities in its Community 
Adjustment Plan that it deems to be of the utmost 
concern. -

In replying to those concerns, Mr . Wray says 
the GNWT accepts that it has responsibility to the 
residents and Town of Pine Point to assist where it can 
in addressing the effects of the closure of Pine Point 
Mines Limited. 

Northwest 
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"Specifically, essential services such as 
health, social services, education and protection named 
in the Community Adjustment Plan will be provided to 
meet the needs of residents in the short term." 

The Town of Pine Point has identified equity 
compensation for home owners and businesses in Pine 
Point as one of its priorities. Mr. Wray says the 
territorial government understands the importance of 
this issue to the residents of Pine Point. 

"We consider resolution of this issue to be the 
responsibility of Pine Point Mines and the federal 
government, however, the GNWT is prepared to use our 
offices to assist in this regard. I have Pxpressed 
this view to Bill McKnight, Minister of Indian and 
Northern Affairs and to the president of Pine Point 
Mines, Dave Johnston." 

Mr. Wray has told the Pine Point mayor Mike 
Lenton that a senior officer of the territorial 
government will be spending more time in Pine Point to 
provide information and assistance. The GNWT Steering 
Committee chaired by Deputy Minister of the Executive 
Louise Vertes will be meeting soon to continue its 
efforts to coordinate the territorial government's 
plans. 

Mr. Wray says that in any community dependent 
on a single mining operation, the ultimate closure of 
the mine is inevitable. "That still does not make the 
situation Pine Point finds itself in any easier. The 
GNWT has committed that it will do all it can to ensure 
the effects of the announced closure of the mine on the 
residents of ?ine Point will be addressed in a 
coordinated and planned approach which is ever mindful 
that we are dealing with people and their future." 

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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NATIONAL BOOK FESTIVAL '87 - A WORLD OF WORDS 

YELLOWKNIFE (Apr. 3/87) - The ninth annual 
National Book Festival will take place from April 25 to 
May 2, 1987. 

The theme of this year's Canada-wide 
celebration of published works of fiction, poetry, 
drama, literary criticism and writings for children is 
"A World of Words". 

A number of public libraries in the N.W.T. have 
initiated community projects for National Book 
Festival. 

In Iqaluit and Pangnirtung, Public Library 
Services is sponsoring a short-term writer-in-residence 
programme funded, in part, by Canada Council. 

Renowned playwright Paul Thompson will visit 
these communities to talk about his highly innovative 
and popular theatrical techniques. As artistic 
director of Toronto's Theatre Passe Muraille, Thompson 
produced some of Canada's best known plays including 
Maggie and Pierre, Les maudits anglais, The Farm Show, 
The Spirit of '85 and Doukhobours. Thompson is 
currently working on a sports-related show which will 
tour Canada for the 1988 Games. 

Thompson is famous in Canada and 
internationally as the major proponent of using 
collaborative and improvisational techniques to create 
dramas. Thompson will act as a resource person through 
community workshops with a wide variety of groups in 
Iqaluit and Pangnirtung to show residents how they can 

Northwest 

the techniques he has pioneered to explore and 
rate life in their own communities. 
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John Lazarus is another of Canada's most 
successful playwrights. His works, prduced across 
Canada and around the world, include Babel Rap (the 
one-act play most frequently produced in Canada), 
Dreaming and Duelling, The Late Blumer, and a number of 
plays and film scripts especially written for children 
and young adults. 

Lazarus will visit Fort Smith, Yellowknife and 
Hay River giving drama workshops to all ages and public 
readings of his works. 

Igloolik Library is sponsoring an exciting 
week-long project "From Oral to Written: the Igloolik 
Bookmaking Project" which will include storytelling and 
the writing of student literary journals. The project 
will culminate in the production of three original 
bilingual (English and Inuktitut) illustrated books for 
children. 
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CONTACT: Barbara Jo May 
Community Services Librarian 
Hay River, N.W.T. 
{403) 874-6531 

Beverly Latham 
Public Affairs Officer 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. 
{403) 873-7343 
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BRADEN NAMED DEPUTY MINISTER OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM 

YELLOWKNIFE, (Apr. 6) - Minister of Economic 
Development and Tourism Nick Sibbeston announced the 
appointment of a new Deputy Minister for the department 
today. George Braden of Yellowknife undertakes his new 
responsibilities immediately. 

Mr. Braden has been Special Advisor to the 
Minister of Economic Development since October 1986. 
Prior to that, he was Commissioner of the highly 
acclaimed NWT Pavilion at Expo '86 in Vancouver. Mr. 
Braden was elected as Government Leader of the NWT from 
1980 to 1983 while representing Yellowknife North as 
MLA. During that time, he was Minister of Economic 
Development and Tourism, Justice and Public Services, 
and Energy. 

Mr. Sibbeston says Mr. Braden brings "a great 
deal of expertise in many areas to the Department of 
Economic Development and Tourism." 

"As a former Government Leader and an MLA, he 
brings considerable political wisdom and as the 
Commissioner of the territorial pavilion at Expo Mr. 
Braden has a proven record of success. He's a winner." 

Acting Deputy Minister of Economic Development 
and Tourism Alan Vaughn will continue as Assistant 
Deputy Minister of Tourism and will have additional 
operational and policy responsibilities. 
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Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 

Northwest ( 4 0 3 ) 9 2 0 - 6 1 7 6 
Territories Culture & Communications 

Government of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T. Canada XlA 2L9 / Telex: 034-45504 





87-081 

GOVERNMENT OFFICER FOR PINE POINT 

YELLOWKNIFE {April 13) - The Government of the 
Northwest Territories has made an Executive Officer 
available in Pine Point. 

Gordon Wray is the Minister responsible for the 
government's response to the closure of Pine Point. He 
says an Executive Officer will be in the community to 
provide information and assistance to the residents. 

Pine Point Mines Limited, the main employer in 
the community has begun handing out lay-off notices in 
anticipation of the final shutdown of the mine by 1990. 
In response, the Government of the Northwest 
Territories will close the community by 1990. 

Mr. Wray says the officer in Pine Point will 
serve as an information contact for the Government of 
the N.W.T. and will be available in the government's 
office on Tuesdays and Thursdays for 10:30 am to 12:00 
noon and 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. The officers will be Bob 
Snyder and Mike Vaydik from Fort Smith Regional 
Headquarters. 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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SMOKING BAN TO BE IMPLEMENTED IN GOVERNMENT 
OFFICES, INSTITUTIONS 

YELLOWKNIFE; {April 13) - Minister of Health 
Bruce McLaughlin has announced a No Smoking policy for 
all territorial government offices, schools and 
institutions beginning on June 1st, 1987. 

"It must be clear," Mr. McLaughlin says, "this 
is a total ban on smoking. No special areas will be 
set aside for smokers in our buildings." 

"As a result of evidence released by the 
Surgeon General of the United States, doubt no longer 
exists that there is a cause and effect relationship 
between smoking and lung cancers, between s~oking and 
cardiovascular disease and between smoking and chronic 
obstructive lung disease," says Mr. McLaughlin. "In 
fact, smoking is implicated in causing so many diseases 
that it is the largest preventable cause of death in 
Canada." 

"It is the duty of the government to protect 
the general public who are using government services 
and to provide a healthy working environment for all 
government employees." 

Mr. McLaughlin says health hazards of smoking 
exist for the smoker and the non-smoker. "The 
non-smoker suffers the second-hand effects including 
eye and nasal irritation, headaches, impairment of lung 
function and aggravation of respiratory allergies such 
as asthma and an increase in pulse rate and blood 
pressure. Non-smokers have an increased risk of 

eloping lung cancers as a consequence of chronic 
~~~~ure to tobacco smoke." 
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The ban on smoking will come into effect on 
June 1st for the following places: 

- Headquarters 
- Workers Compensation Board 
- Headquarters Housing Corporation 
- Housing Corporation District offices 
- Regional Headquarters 
- Regional and Community offices 

Beginning on September 1st, 1987 the following 
will also be included in the No Smoking policy: 

- All schools 
- Arctic College campuses 
- Residential Institutions {Corrections 

facilities, hospitals, group homes, 
senior citizen homes) 

"It is the intent of this government to protect 
the general public who have access to government 
services and our own workers in the workplace." 

Several territorial government departments and 
buildings have already voluntarily implemented bans on 
smoking in the workplace. 

Clinics for those employees who wish help in 
quitting smoking will be available through the 
Department of Health. 

"I strongly believe that the benefits of our No 
Smoking policy will be quickly felt through decreased 
absenteeism, lower medical costs, less on-the-job time 
lost through illness, and cheaper maintenance costs and 
less property damage," says Mr. McLaughlin. 
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BACKGROUNDER 

The smoker in the workplace has a significantly 
higher risk of death and a consequent seven year 
reduction of life expectancy. These statistics show an 
increased risk of illness to a person and proof that 
smoking contributes to absenteeism. Tobacco use has 
been estimated to account for 45 million days of 
disability in Canada which is more than 5 % of all 
disability days. Increased absenteeism due to smoking 
has been shown in numerous studies over the past three 
decades. Those who smoke are absent from work 50 % 
more than non-smokers, and those who smoke 40 
cigarettes a day are absent twice as often. 

Source 

ANNUAL COST OF EMPLOYING SMOKERS 

Annual Cost per smoker 
(Cdn) 

Absenteeism •••.•.•••••...•••..••••••..••.•.• $ 305 
Medical Care................................ 320 
Morbidity and early death 

(lost earnings) ...••...•••.•••.••••.••.••• 1060 
Insurance (excluding health) ..•.••.••••.•••• 125 
On-the-job time lost ••••••••••.••••••••..••• 2530 
Property damage and depreciation •••••••••••• 695 
Maintenance ••.•.••••••••.••.•.•••••••••••••• 695 
Involuntary smoking......................... 920 

TOTAL COST PER SMOKER PER YEAR $6650 
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*Table adapted from information gathered by William 
Weis, School of Business, Seattle University, Seattle, 
WA (1981) 

-30-

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 

Jim Peterson 
Tobacco Officer 
Department of Health 
(403) 920-8946 



87-083 

SIBBESTON TOURS BAFFIN REGION APRIL 20-25TH 

YELLOWKNIFE, (April 13/87) - Nick Sibbeston 
will wear two hats during his tour of the Baffin Region 
next week. 

As Government Leader, he has promised to visit 
all regions of the territories this year and as 
Minister of Economic Development and Tourism, Mr. 
Sibbeston wants to meet with businessmen in the area. 

Mr. Sibbeston starts his visit in Iqaluit. He 
will be made this year's Grand Toonik during the 
opening ceremonies of Iqaluit's spring festival, Toonik 
Time. Following that, Mr. Sibbeston will present a 
portrait of the respected elder Arnaitok Ipeelie to the 
Town Council. 

The next day, he will meet with the Iqaluit 
Chamber of Commerce before flying to Cape Dorset and a 
meeting with local officials. He will return to 
Iqaluit that night for an awards dinner and the 
presentation of certificates to graduates of the GNWT's 
Management Development Program. Long Service Awards 
will also be presented to territorial government 
employees with ten and fifteen years of service. 
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Following his visit in Iqaluit and Cape Dorset, 
Mr. Sibbeston will travel to Pangnirtung, Pond Inlet, 
Resolute Bay, Igloolik and Hall Beach where he will 
meet with local officials, tour the communities and 
present Long Service Awards to government employees. 
Mr. Sibbeston will also meet with officials of the 
Polaris Mine at Little Cornwallis Island. 

"I look forward to returning to Baffin this 
spring," says Mr. Sibbeston. "I am anticipating 
learning more about the region, the needs of the people 
and the work of the Department of Economic Development 
and Tourism." 

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
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Government Leader's Office 
(403) 920-6176 
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SIBBESTON TO PRESENT PORTRAIT TO IQALUIT 

YELLOWKNIFE, (Apr. 13/87) - A highlight of 
Government Leader Nick Sibbeston's six day tour of the 
Baffin Region next week will be the presentation of a 
portrait of respected elder Arnaitok Ipeelie to the 
Iqaluit Town Council on April 20th. 

In April last year, the community mourned the 
loss of Mr. Ipeelie who died at the age of 61 after a 
long struggle with cancer. He served as Deputy Mayor 
and as a member of the Town Council. Mr. Ipeelie was 
also a Lay Reader in the Anglican Church. 

Born in Cape Dorset, Mr. Ipeelie was the son of 
the famous carver Inutsiaq and his wife Panigag. He 
spent his early years living and travelling on the 
land. 

Mr. Sibbeston says that following his arrival 
in Iqaluit in 1944. "Mr. Ipeelie became an important 
community leader, known for his common sense, 
generosity and tolerance. He has been praised as a man 
who served God by helping others, and his life was seen 
as a model for others to follow." 

Arnaitok Ipeelie is remembered for his strong 
tenor voice which lead the singing of the national 
anthem on Canada Day in Iqaluit for many years. In 
1985, he was asked to sing "Oh Canada" in Inuktitut at 
the National Canada Day ceremonies in Ottawa. The 
event was recorded by CBC and was televised across the 
country. The portrait to be presented to the Town 
Council was made from film taken during this event. 

Northwest t 
Territories Cultµre & Communications 

Government of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T. Canada XlA 2L9 / Telex; 034-45504 



SIBBESTON TO PRESENT PORTRAIT TO IQALUIT PAGE: 2 

Mr. Sibbeston is travelling to the Baffin 
region as Government Leader and as Minister of Economic 
Development and Tourism between April 20th and April 
25th. 

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
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Government Leader's Office 
(403} 920-6176 

Sharon Bunness 
Public Affairs Officer 
Iqaluit 
(819) 979-4245 
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TROUT LAKE TURNS IT ON OFFICIALLY 

YELLOWKNIFE (Apr. 13) - The tiny community of 
Trout Lake (pop.80) joined its neighbours across the 
territories today by turning on the power. 

In a ceremony with Government Leader Nick 
Sibbeston and drummers from Dettah, Trout Lake 
officially became an electrified community. Visitors 
from surrounding communities joined the people of Trout 
Lake in a feast to celebrate the day. 

Mr. Sibbeston says the project to bring power 
to Trout Lake has been a success. 

"We began our work to electrify Trout Lake last 
year following requests from the people who live there. 
I think it's exciting that as a government, we have 
been able to respond and give Trout Lake the ability to 
have television and washing machines and all the other 
things that many of us now take for granted." 

Northland Utilities NWT Limited of Hay River 
began the project in early December of 1986. The work 
included the provision of a three-generator plant, 
distribution lines to serve the 31 customers and the 
wiring of the individual residences in Trout Lake. 

Northw(?st . 1 Territories Cultu_re & Communications 

Government of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T. Canada XlA 2L9 / Telex: 034-45504 



TROUT LAKE TURNS IT ON OFFICIALLY PAGE: 2 

Ringland Ford of Hay River supplied and 
assembled the self-contained generator building and 
Mackenzie Electric of Hay River contracted the house 
wiring. Employees of Northland Utilities did the rest. 

Northland Supervisor Steve Brooks says it's a 
job well done. "This was a $300,000 project of which 
80% was funded by the Government of the N.W.T. It was 
completed in record time and was under budget. In 
addition, our compnay has trained a resident of Trout 
Lake to handle the day to day running of the plant." 

Mr. Brooks says maintenance of the power plant 
will be done by Northland's Hay River staff. 
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CONTACT: Steve Brooks 
Northland Utilities (NWT) Ltd. 
Hay River 
(403) 874-6879 

Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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YELLOWKNIFE EMPLOYEES GET INCENTIVES TO LEAVE GNWT 
HOUSING 

YELLOWKNIFE (Apr. 16) - Employees of the 
Government of the NWT living in Yellowknife who have 
overstayed their one-year entitlement to 
government-provided accommodation will find their 
housing allowances cutback beginning on June 1st. 

Minister of Personnel Red Pedersen says, "this 
is an incentive for employees to move into the private 
housing market in Yellowknife." 

According to the minister, "employees are given 
one year in government housing before they are expected 
to find their own accommodation. We have many 
employees who have overstayed their entitlement and can 
reasonably move into the private market." Mr. Pedersen 
says this initiative supports those employees who have 
already moved out of government housing. 

As of June 1st, 1987, Yellowknife employees who 
have stayed past one year in staff accommodation will 
have their housing allowances reduced by one hundred 
dollars every six months to a maximum of $450. 

Mr. Pedersen says, "hardship cases, trainees, term 
employees, employees reaching retirement and employees 
appoi n ted at ministerial pleasure are to be exempted 
from ~uch reductions." 

Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
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NACC RECEIVES GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE 

YELLOWKNIFE (Apr. 16) - Culture and 
Communications Minister Ludy Pudluk has approved 
$35,000 in emergency funding £or the Northern Arts and 
Cultural Centre. 

The funding will enable the Centre to eliminate 
the immediate possiblity of a shut down. 

Mr. Pudluk said officials of his department 
will be in continuing discussions with the NACC Board 
of Directors in an attempt to examine optional 
approaches to the operation and funding of the Centre. 

"For instance, we will be examining various 
Federal sources of financial assistance and, if 
necessary, make representation at the ministerial level 
on behalf of NACC to obtain some degree of financial 
support for the Centre.," he said. 

At the moment, NACC is eligible for staff 
development assistance from Canada Council. But this 
assistance is in the area of Board development, rather 
that monies to assist with operational costsc 

Mr. Pudluk added that he is hopeful that his 
department might be able to assist NACC in working out 
a solution that would see a process of joint financing 
develop between all levels of government and the 
private sector, supplemented by revenues from the 
northern public, either through a combination of annual 
donations or ticket sales. 
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(403) 873-7556 
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For release - Pour publication 

Northwest Territoires 
Territories du Nord-Quest 

nique 

YELL<W<NIFE (April 16 1987) - The Honourable Bi I I McKnight, Minister of 
Indian Affairs and Northern Development, and the Honourable Nick 
Sibbeston, N.W.T. Goverrment Leader and Minister of Economic Development 
and Tourism, today announced the extension of the canada/Nortt-,,Jest 
Territories Economic Development Agreement (EDA). The original EDA was 
signed Decent>er 21, 1982 and was designed to run to the end of March 1987. 

The federal signatories to the Agreement are the Ministers of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development, Regional Industrial Expansion, the 
Honourable Michel cote, and Errployment and lnmigration, the Honourable 
Benott Bouchard. The Goverrment Leader, who is also Minister of Economic 
Development and Tourism, and the Coomi s·s ioner are the s igiator ies for the 
Governnent of the NorthvJest Territories. 

Fol lowing t..pon the original theme of the EDA as "the door to a better 
future", the extension of the Agreement wi I I keep the door open for 
northerners to launch that future with viable businesses in key sectors. 
The fol lowing sectors for econanic development in the NorthvJest 
Territories were jointly established as priorities for the EDA: 
renewable resources, tourism, mining, smal I business, and arts and crafts 
as wel I as continued work in econanic planning by camunities. 

Since its creation in 1982, the EDA has supported growth in the business 
and tourism sectors and has helped northerners identify business 
opportunities arising fran traditional econanic pursuits such as hunting 
and trapp ing_ EDA programs have enabled individ..Jals, organizations and 
camunit ies to explore opportunities in the service sector as wet I as in 
fisheries , wi ldlife harvesting, agriculture and forestry. 

. . ./2 

Canada 





CANAOA/NJT ECONOMIC OEVELOPtENT AGREEtENT EXTEN)E[) 

2 2 2 2 

The federal and territorial goverrrnents are in the process of negotiating 
a nt..JTt>er of st.bsidiary agreements to be acininistered under the EDA. 

For further information contact: 

Bob McLeod 
DIAN> 
(403) 920-8565 

Craig Yeo 
Regional Industrial 
Expansion 
(403) 920-8571 
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Don v.br ra I I 
Econanic DevelQD'11eflt 
and Tourism, G.N.W.T. 
(403)_ 873-7390 

Dick Reid 
CEIC 
(403) 920-8420 





NJT/EC(N)HIC OEVELCPfelT A~ 

The first Econanic Development Agreement for the North was sig,ed in 
Yellowknife in Decamer 1982. The objectives of that agreement were: 
econanic diversificatiot1; irrproved cooperation between goverrments; and 
coordination of feder~I and territorial progranming in econanic 
development. These objectives remain unchanged for the extension of this 
agreement. 

The thanes of the agreement five years ago have been expanded sanewhat 
and wi I I look to: 

- inplementation of business opportunities in the renewable resource, 
smal I business, tourism and arts and crafts sectors. 

- acceleration of geological mapping activities to encourage exploration 
by mineral development carpanies. 

- applied econanic planning for camuni ties IJ\lhich wi 11 produce tangible 
results such as econanic development projects. 

Additionally, goverrrnents and the private sector wi I I be asked to bui Id 
stronger I inks between the envirorment and econanic concerns and to make 
those I inks at the planning stages of development. The theme wi I I be one 
of an econany-envirorment partnership. 

The EDA Pol icy Conmittee is the intergovern-nental body responsible for 
activities specifically related to the EDA and rrore generally for the 
progress of goverrrnent econanic development programs in the N.W.T. The 
corrmittee closely rronitors problems which emerge fran the delivery of 
programs under the subsidiary agreements. This ensures that any 
acininistration problems wi I I be resolved for future program delivery. 
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LANDFILL I NVESTIGATION RESULTS RELEASED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Apr. 16) - Recent disposal of a 
small amount of caustic soda in an Inuvik landfill site 
was not proper but it does not pose a serious threat to 
the environment, according to an investigation by the 
Pollution Control Division of the Department of 
Renewable Resources. 

Officials of the department said today the 360 
kg. (about 800 pounds) of caustic soda was mixed with 
about 120 cubic metres of other materials transported 
from an abandoned petroleum exploration staging site 
near Fort McPherson. 

The Town of Inuvik has two dumps, one for 
public use and another site that has been designated by 
the Town for the disposal of scrap metal and other 
light industrial material. Disposal of the soda, mixed 
with other refuse, took place in the industrial 
landfill site and was placed on top of about 4,000 tons 
of material from drill sites. 

Regardless, officials said, caustic soda is 
classified as a dangerous good under the Transportation 
of Dangerous Goods Act and should not have been 
transported and disposed of in this fashion. As a 
result, Pollution Control is considering regulatory 
action against Points North Transportation who was 
operating under contract to the Federal Department of 
Indian and Northern Affairs to dispose of the staging 
site materials. 

Northwest 
Territories Culture & Communica tions 

Government of the Northwest Territories, Yellowknife, N.W.T. Canada XlA 2L9 / Telex: 034-45504 



LANDFILL INVESTIGATION RESULTS RELEASED PAGE: 2 

The Pollution Control Division's investigation 
concludes that this material does not pose a serious 
threat to the environment if left on site providing a 
cap consisting of well-compacted fill material, at 
least 1 metre thick, is placed over the disposal site. 
The cap should be graded so that runoff of water 
readily occurs and a drainage ditch should be 
constructed to divert all runoff waters away from the 
site. The landfill site in question is not near any 
major water bodies. 

Results of the investigation have been 
communicated to the Town of Inuvik, Points North 
Transportation and Indian and Northern Affairs. 

CONTACT: Emery Paguin 
(403) 873-7654 
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The Tr an sport and Disposal of Dri 11 i ng Fluid Additives ( Chemicals) 
to the Town of Inuvik Airport Dump by Points North Transportation Inc. 

The Department of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) awarded a contract to 
Points North Transportation to clean up an abandoned petroleum exploration stao­
ing site located aporoximately three kilometres from Fort McPherson on the west 
bank of the Peel River. The contract stated the removal of fuel tanks (6) and 
non-combustible scrap metal, burning combustible debris and disoosing of fuel and 
drilling fluid additives in an environmentally acceptable manner. 

Points North Transportation initiated clean up of the McPherson staging area in 
accordance with the contract conditions transporting eight (8) loads, aporoxi­
m ate l y 160 m3 of d r il 1 i n g fl u i d add i t i v es , d i rt and snow, to the Town of In u v i k 
airport dump. Three drilling fluid additives, including an estimated 360 kg of 
caustic soda which were located at the McPherson site but were not included in 
the site inventory, were deposited at the dump site, levelled and buried with the 
r ern a i n de r of the d r i 1 l i n g fl u i d add it i v es • Po i n ts North Tr an sport at i on h ave 
stated disposal shall be completed in accordance with contract conditions during 
the summer of 1987. 

The Town of Inuvik, in a letter to Indian and Northern Affairs Canada stated that 
the Town will not allow chemical disposal at this site. The Town previously 
authorized Points North Transportation to bury approximately 4000 tons of Shell 
Canada I s "dry refuse 11 at the same site. The exact contents of this "dry refuse" 
are unknown, but does contain some drilling fluid additives. 

The Pollution Control Division undertook an investigation (l)to determine the en­
vironmental acceptability of the manner in which the McPherson drilling additives 
were disposed of and (2) compliance with the Transportation of Dangerous Goods 
Act in re9ard to this material's transport. 

Conclusions: 

A. Environmental Protection Act. All materials, with the exception of caustic 
soda, is suitable for disposal by landfill. Taking into consideration: 

1. the estimated quantity of caustic soda being 360 kg.; 

2. some weathering of the caustic soda had occurred at the Ft. McPherson 
staging site; 

3. the caustic soda is "mixed" with approximately 120 m3 of material suit­
able for landfill; 

4. the 120 m3 of material has been placed on 4000 tons of "dry refuse"; 

5. all of the material is located in a suitable landfill site which is not 
in close proximity to major water bodies; 

we recommend that the drilling fluid additives remain on site. 

A cap consisting of well-compacted fill material, at least 1 metre thick and 
extending 1 metre out from each site, should be placed on the disposal site. 
The cap should be graded such that runoff of water readily occurs. A drain­
age ditch should be constructed so as to divert all runoff waters away from 
the site. 

B. Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act. Caustic soda is the only drilling 
fluid additive in question which is classified as a dangerous good under the 
Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act. The requirements of the Act were not 
complied with by either the consiqnor or transport carrier in regard to its 
transport. Subsequent regulatory ~ction is being considered. 
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NORTHERN FIRM AWARDED CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT 

YELLOWKNIFE (April 21) - The contract to 
construct the Iqaluit campus of Arctic College has been 
awarded to PCL Constructors Northern of Yellowknife. 
Iqaluit MLA Dennis Patterson made the announcement 
today, on behalf of Public works and Highways Minister 
Gordon Wray. 

PCL's contract is for $4,517,653. Seven other 
Canadian firms, including three N.W.T. contractors, 
submitted higher bids. The new academic building will 
combine college and community adult education services 
in the same facility. 

The 2,568 square metre building will 
accommodate a fullscale college program. The 16 
classrooms will include a home management room, a 
science laboratory and a computer laboratory. 

There will also be four seminar rooms for the 
instruction of small groups, a learning resource centre 
with a study carrel area, and lounge areas for students 
anJ staff. Offices will also be provided for the 
instruc~qrs, for counselling, as well as for the campus 
and adult .education administration. 

Construction started in early April, and is 
scheduled to be completed in the summer of 1988, in 
time for the start of the fall classes. 

CONTACT: 

Northwest 
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Cathy Jewison,, 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7615 
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A EUROPEAN VIEW OF CANADA 

YELLOWKNIFE (April 21) - Quintessential Canada, 
a photographic exhibition produced in 1933 by Felix H. 
Man, will be on display at the Northern Heritage Centre 
beginning April 22. 

The exhibit is being circulated by the Public 
Archives of Canada. The collection includes almost 800 
black and white negatives and prints taken by the 
internationally acclaimed photographer while on 
assignment in Canada at the height of the Great 
Depression. 

The 27 photographs on display show that the 
European visitor was overwhelmed by Canada's vastness 
and wilderness. Travelling by trian, boat and plane, 
he crossed the Prairies, mountains and Arctic ice. He 
considered his journey to the North to be one of his 
great adventures. 

Man reduced Canada to several quintessential 
themes. - ,Careful examination of his work reveals that, 
in order to tell his story, he was willing to 
manipulate his negatives, adding drama through the 
technique of photo-montage. 

His photo essay reinforced his European 
audience's perception of Canada as "a few acres of 
snow" and "the breadbasket of the world." Life in 
Canada was portrayed as a struggle against the 
wilderness. 
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Born in 1893 in Freiburg-im-Breisgau, Germany, 
Hans Felix Siegismund Baumann adopted the pseudonym of 
Felix H. Man early in his career, during which he 
achieved international recognition for both his photo 
essays and his reportage-portraits. 

Quintessential Canada will be on display at the 
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre until May 31. 

CONTACT: Judy Edgar 
Administrator 
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Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7686 

Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7615 
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CHEQUE PRESENTED TO SPORT NORTH 

YELLOWKNIFE (April 24) - The Territorial 
Gove r nment is contributing $375,300 to the Sport North 
Federation this year. 

Dennis Adams, director of the Sport and 
Recreation division of the Department of Municipal and 
Community Affairs, is scheduled to make the first 
installment of $187,150 on behalf of department 
Minister Gordon Wray in Yellowknife Saturday. He will 
present the cheque to Sport North President Ron Kapicki 
at the federation's annual general meeting. 

This is the second year of a two-year operating 
agreement between the Territorial Government and Sport 
North. 

Sport North provides a variety of services to 
territorial sport governing bodies. It allocates 
grants to conduct annual general meetings, core 
administration, coaching and official clinics, player 
development and competition assistance, as well as 
administering a bulk reduction in airfare for member 
sport associations. 

The federation is also responsible for 
preparing teams for the Arctic Winter Games and Canada 
Games. 
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Sport North's funding consists of the 
contribution from the Territorial Government, lottery 
proceeds and donations from private companies or 
individuals. 

-30-

CONTACT: Dave Hurley 
Executive Director, 
Sport North 
(403) 873-8112 

Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
( 403) 873-7615 
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BAFFIN BUSINESSES GET MI NISTER'S ATTENTI ON 

IQALUIT, N. W.T. (Apr. 27) - "Business is 
thriving in the Baffin," declared Minister of Economic 
Development and Tourism Nick Sibbeston at the end of a 
six - day trip to the region. "I am especially pleased 
to see the growth of entrepreneurial spirit among 
native people in the area9" 

Mr. Sibbeston met with municipal councils, 
Chambers of Commerce and many individual businessmen 
during his seven community tour of the Baffin last 
week. 

Throughout the region, the need to nurture the 
fledgling fisheries for halibut, shrimp and Arctic char 
was raised. Mr. Sibbeston calls the fishery a rare 
opport unity. "There is tremendous untapped potential 
for this industry and a chance to create new jobs and 
businesses in a region that has limited economic 
options." 

The minister says he will pursue a meeting with 
federal Fisheries Minister Tom Siddon to discuss 
increased quotas and technical assistance for the 
region's fishermen. 

" I will also be seeking an exception for the 
eastern fis h ery that will allow them to market fish 
directly to buyers in Eastern Canada rather than 
through the Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation." 
This is e xpec t ed to r educe costs and improve the 
quality of the product ar riving in the South. 
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In Igloolik, Mr. Sibbeston announced the 
Department of Economic Development and Tourism would be 
funding a packer boat for the local char fishery. As 
well, a $50,000 marketing study of the N.W.T fishing 
industry will be undertaken this year. The department 
also intends to fund the development of a fisheries 
course to be offered through Arctic College. 

The shortage of quality soapstone for the 
carving industry was another issue raised in almost 
every community visited by Mr. Sibbeston. "In the 
coming months and years, the department's major thrust 
will be to find new quarries. This $8 million dollar 
industry is vital to the eastern Arctic and we will do 
all we can to ensure it continues to grow and prosper." 

During his tour, the minister met with the 
Iqaluit and Baffin Chambers of Commerce. Concerns were 
raised about the government's Lease Only _Policy for 
land. The policy prevents individuals from owning land 
in the eastern Arctic which in turn, makes it difficult 
for businesses to obtain mortgages and other long term 
financing. 

Mr. Sibbeston calls this a delicate issue 
because of land claims but says, "progress must be made 
soon if business is to continue to thrive in the 
Baffin." 

The minister also agrees with the Chambers of 
Commerce that the territorial government's business 
incentives grants and programs needed to be changed. 
The Chambers call them inadequate and ineffective in 
encouraging northern business. 

Mr. Sibbeston told them the Public Works 
Minister Gordon Wray is working on a "Value Added" 
policy which would modify the present Incentive policy 
by replacing the 10 percent across-the-board incentive 
with performance-related measures tied to local 
employment and benefits. 
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"As well," he notes, "the department of 
Economic Development and Tourism is now studying tax 
incentives with the Department of Finance that could 
replace the grant and contributions programs for 
businesses now run by the government." 

While in Cape Dorset, Mr. Sibbeston encouraged 
the communiity to develop a proposal for improved 
banking services. He indicated that when that is done, 
some help may be provided to help Cape Dorset achieve 
its goals. 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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STIEN LAL DEPARTS FOR CANADIAN HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION 

YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T. (Apr. 27) - Mini ster of 
Justice Michael Ballantyne has announced the 
resig nation of Deputy Mi ni ster of Justice St i en Lal. 
Mr2 Lal will be leaving the public service of the 
Nort hwest Te rritori es in J un e to take up his new 
appoi n t ment as General Co unsel to the Canadian Human 
Rights Commission in Ottawa. 

"As with many members of our hard working 
public service, Mr. Lal's o utstanding contributions 
will be unknown t o most North e rners. I would like to 
personally thank h i m for his concern and commi tment t o 
the people of the Northwest Territories," says Mr. 
Ballantyne. 

Mr . Lal served a s Deputy Minister of Justice 
since 1981. In this capacity, Mr. Lal also served as 
the legal advisor to the Executive Council assisting 
the Government with many delicate issues and intricate 
negotiations. Mr. Lal advanced northern issues and 
c o ncerns during the 1982 national discussions 
concerning the patriation of the constitution. 

During this time, the minister says, "Mr. Lal 
served with compassion and sensitivity t o the rights 
and impact that the constitutional process wou ld have 
on the territories. 

More r ecently, Mr. Lal represented Canada at 
the "International Inquiry into the Air India 
Disaster." 
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Mr. Lal joined the Government of the Northwest 
Territories as a solicitor in 1977. Two years later, 
he was appointed as Director for Legal Division in the 
Department of Justice. His role included advising the 
Executive Council and Legislative Assembly on various 
legal and constitutional matters. 

Mr, Lal was called to the English Bar in 1965, 
having received his training as a barrister at the 
Middle Temple in London, England. Mr. Lal practised 
law in India for several years before moving to Canada. 
He is a member of the Nova Scotia Bar and the Law 
Society of the N.W.T. In recognition of his service to 
the Government of the Northwest Territories and other 
achievements in the legal field, Mr. Lal was appointed 
a Queen's Counsel in 1983. 

Mr. Lal's new position as General Counsel to 
the Canadian Human Rights Commission will give him an 
opportunity to continue the work he began in the north, 
protecting and enhancing human rights throughout 
Canada. 

"I know I speak for the entire government when 
I say that this man's moccasins will be hard to fill," 
says the Minister, Mr. Ballantyne. 
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CONTACT: J. Stephenson 
Executive Assistant 
Minister of Justice 
(403) 873-7130 
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HERITAGE CENTRE'S ANNUAL EXTRAVAGANZA 

YELLOWKNIFE (Apr. 27) - A human oil sand, new 
galleries, videos about flying and lots of contest 
prizes are only a few of the attractions at the 
Northern Heritage Centre's annual open house Sunday, 
May 10, from noon to 5 p.m. 

This year's theme is Under Construction. 
You'll get the chance to see how work is going on the 
centre's newest additions. Construction on the 
aviation gallery, is scheduled to be completed by July. 
It will eventually house the Fox Moth, a type of bush 
plane used in the N.W.T. about 40 years ago. The 
discovery gallery, scheduled to open June 21, will give 
you the chance to handle those things you're not 
usually allowed to touch in museums. 

To get the perspective from the past, the 
archaeology section will show how construction was done 
in prehistoric times. And the people from the N.W.T. 
Archives will show you how they build an archival 
collection, using Doug Wilkinson's collection of 
photos, books and tapes. Mr. Wilkinson's collection 
dates back to the 1950s, on north Baffin Island. One 
of his photos was used on the back of the old $2.00 
bill. 

The open house will mark the opening of the 
exhibit Alberta Oil Sands: The Long, Long Trail, which 
traces the history, geology and technology of the oil 
sands region. Bituman, Alberta's Superhero, will be 
there and will transform himself from sand to oil. 
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The Detour Contest offers lots of prizes, 
including scenic flights from local operators, meals at 
a number of restaurants, baseball caps and hard hats 
from PCL Constructors Northern, and Wally Wolfe's 
Aviation Activity Books. 

Famous bush pilot Stan MacMillan will show a 
video of his flying experiences with Punch Dickens. 
Special displays will look at the new toponomy program 
-- the names of places in the North. 

And you'll get the chance to look behind the 
scenes at the day-to-day work of the Northern Heritage 
Centre. 

If it's all too much for you to take in at 
once, you can take a break and revive yourself with 
coffee and snack at Chuck's Coffee Wagon. 

CONTACT: Judy Edgar 
Administrator 
Prince of Wales 
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Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7686 

Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7615 
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CANADA - NORTHWE ST TERR I TO RI ES AGREEMENT ON 
CONS ERVAT ION AND ALTERNATI VE ENERGY 

YELLOWKNIFE (Apr. 30) - A short-term agreement 
on conservation and alternative energy ha s been signed 
by th e Honourable Marcel Masse, Minister o f Energy, 
Mines and Resource s Canada, the Honourable Gordon Wray, 
Minister of Public works and Highways for the Northwest 
Territories, and John Parker, Commissioner of the 
Northwe s t Territories. 

The agreemen t - th e e ight h signed between 
Ottawa and the province s and territorie s - i s designed 
to coordinate and integra t e some o f th e conservation 
and alternative energ y activities o f the Government of 
Canada wi th t hose o f th e government o f the Northwe s t 
Territories, and to ensure information sharing on other 
energy activitie s implemented b y either government. 

"This agreemen t i s a key element in ou r 
nation a l conservation and alternative energ y 
initiative ," Mr. Mass e said . "Despite current world 
oil price s , we beleive conservation and alterna t ive 
energ y o f fer attractive opportunitie s f or increasing 
energy e f ficienc y , redu c ing energ y cost s and creating 
new jobs. " 

11 Thi s agreemen t encourages both governme nt s t o 
plan and work together more effective ly, in me e ting th e 
needs o f the Northwest Territories ," Mr. Wray said. 
"Effective energ y managemen t initiatives that meet our 
need s can significant ly protect th e Northwest 
Territories from it s very expensive and vulnerable 
reliance on imported oil." 
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The two governments estimate they will spend 
approximately $300,000 on jointly funded conservation 
and altenative energy projects during the life of the 
agreement. 

A management committee, based in Yellowknife, 
with equal representation from Canada and the Northwest 
Territories, will implement the agreement. 

The agreement includes energy conservation 
projects in the residential, industrial and commercial 
sectors and promotes the development of renewable 
energy technologies and alternative energy. 

CONTACT: Jim Cumming 
Director 
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Conservation and Renewable Energy Office 
Energy, Mines and Resources Canada 
(403) 920-8478 

Ron Hawkins 
Chief 
Energy Conservation Division 
Department of Public Works & Highways 
Government of the Northwest Territories 
(403) 873-7203 



BACKGROUNDER 
CANADA/NORTHWEST TERRITORIES CONSERVATION 

AND ALTERNATIVE ENERGY AGREEMENT 

- The agreement allocates up to $300,000 for projects 
and activities supporting conservation and 
alternative energy. 

- The agreement also provides for increased 
cooperation, coordination and information sharing 
on conservation and alternative energy projects 
delivered independently by each government. 

- The agreement will support consumer awareness 
activities, alternate energy demonstrations 
and technology transfer, with the goal of 
encouraging investment in energy efficiency and 
alternative energy. 

- The agreement has two components: conservation and 
alternative energy. 

(i) In conservation, the emphasis will be on 
information sharing, technology transfer through 
publications, training courses, demonstrations and 
other activities, including the development and 
implementation of energy conservation standards. 

(ii) In alternative energy, the emphasis will be 
on demonstration of promising technologies as options 
for the future, and information-sharing between 
suppliers and users of alternative energy technologies. 

The agreement expires on March 31, 1988, and 
has a wind-down provision on approved projects to March 
1989. 
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ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUGS PROGRAM READY FOR SCHOOLS 

YELLOWKNIFE (Apr. 30) - A specially designed 
course "ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUGS PROGRAM" is now ready 
to be distributed to Kindergarten to Grade Six classes 
throughout the territories. 

The ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUGS course will be 
available up to Grade Nine later this year. This 
particular unit has been developed jointly by the 
Department of Social Services and Education. 

Minister of Health and Social Services Bruce 
McLaughlin says the development of the course wa s 
unique. " It combines the talent of addiction workers 
with the expertise of educators. It's an imp::,rtant 
tool in preventive education that's badly needed." 

Minister of Education Dennis Patterson explains 
that the program is designed to promote healthy 
lifestyles and to help student s develop a positive 
self-image. 

The "ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUGS program will help 
young people acquire skills related to decision- making 
and coping and also provides them with factual 
information. This will allow them to make responsible 
decisions about th e use of drugs in their own lives." 

The newly-launched Kindergarten to Grade three 
section is the first part- of the new School Health 
Program for territoria l schools. It deals mainly with 

ardous substances such as poisons. Students also 
about why people use medicine s and the safety 
related t o their use. 
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The Grade 4 -6 portion of the program focuses 
on decision-making, well-being and elementary facts on 
specific drugs such as caffeine and alcohol. 

The Junior High program (Grade 7 - 9) is 
expected to be ready in June. It will deal with a more 
in-depth look at decisions regarding the use of drugs, 
peer pressure, advertising and factual information on 
alcohol, cannabis and other drugs and the laws which 
relate to the use of drugs in the Northwest Territories 
and Canada. 

The program is designed to be used by teachers 
and co~~unity alcohol workers cooperatively. Training 
sess ns are being planned for both groups to assist 
them in using the materials. 
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CONTACT: Helen Balanoff 
Program Specialist 
Health Education 
Department of Education 
(403) 920-8762 

Jo-Ann Crate Thomas 
Program Specialist 
Alcohol and Drug Services 
Department of Social Services 
(403) 920-8005 
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•oPEN THE DOOR TO HE LP " THEME OF MENTAL HEALTH 
WE EK, MAY 2 - 9 

YELLOWKNIFE (Apr. 30) - Minister of Health and 
Social Services Bruce McLaughlin is urging northerners 
to observe National Mental Health Week by "opening the 
door to help." 

Mr. McLaughlin notes that emotional distress or 
illness strikes people from all walks of life, in all 
kinds of jobs. 

" Mental illness and e motional distress affects 
more Canadians every year than all o t her health 
p r oblems combined, including cancer and heart disease. 
One out of three Canadians will suffer temporary 
emotional problems during their lives and one out of 
every six will be serious enough to require 
professional care." 

The NWT branch of the Canadian Mental Health 
Association is marking the special week with a series 
of activities to promote the concept of well-being 
e d uc ation a nd awa r e ness. 

Executive Director Marjories McClelland says 
there are a n umber of programs during the week in 
Yellowknife designed to encourage the understanding of 
emotional distress and to help st r engthen personal and 
community g o als in i mproving the status of mental 
health. 

0 
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Mental Health Week kicks off with a Strawberry 
Tea on Saturday, May 2nd at the Yellowknife Inn. The 
rest of the programs will be presented during the noon 
hour from Monday, May 4 - 8. 

Mr. McLaughlin says no one is immune to mental 
illness. "In the north, we face serious problems 
ranging from family violence to suicide. We owe it to 
ourselves, our friends and our families to learn how to 
cope, how to prevent, and how to support each other. 
Mental Health is within everyone's grasp." 
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cn~~~r~: M. M0r1Pll~~a 

Executive Director 
Canadian Mental Health Association NWT 
Yellowknife, N.WoT. 
(403) 873-3190 



MONDAY, MAY 4: 

TUESDAY, MAY 5: 

WEDNESDAY,_MAY_6: 

1rHTJRSDAY, _MAY _7: 

FRIDAY, MAY 8: 

MENTAL HEALTH WEEK, MAY 2 - 9/87 

STAWBERRY TEA 
GOLD ROOM - YK INN 
2 - 4 PM $2.50 MEMBERS 

$3.50 NON-MEMBERS 

NOON 

NOON 

NOON 

NOON 

NOON 

1) Loving Relationships 
Mental Health Office 

2 ) "Open House" 
Menal Health Office 

3) Film Presentation 
Library, 5th Floor Precambrian 

1) Coping with Stress 
Mental Health Office 

2) Stress Relaxation Therapy 
Tate Dance Studio - $2.00 

3) "Young at Heart" film 
Tree of Peace 

1) Self Help & Support Group 
Information and Display 
Mental Health Office 

2) Film Presentation 
Library, 5th Floor 
Precambrian Bldg. 

1) Confidence Building & Self 
Esteem 
Mental Health Office 

2) Self Massage 
Tate Dance Studio - $2.00 

3) Fort McPherson Youth 
Tree of Peace 

1) Adult Children of Alcoholics 
Mental Health Office 

2) Film Presentation on Suicide 
Library, 5th Floor 
Precambrian Bldg. 
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NATIONAL TOURISM WEEK CELEBRATED IN N.W.T. 

YE LLOWKNIFE , N. W.T . ( May 5) - In recognition of 
tourism ' s important contribution to Canada, the 
Northwest Territories has joined with the federal 
gover nment a nd communities ac r oss Canada to declare May 
11 - 17 , the first ever National Tourism Week. 

Min i ster of Economic Development and Tourism 
Nick Sibbeston urges northerners to consider the 
importance of tourism to their communities . "Last 
year , about 44,000 visitors contributed $40 million to 
the economy of the Northwest Territories and supported 
more than 1500 full t ime and 2000 part t i me jobs." In 
Canada , the tou r ism industry employs over 600 , 000 
people and contributes $22 billion dollars a year to 
the economy . 

"There is strong evidence to suggest 
considerable potential for future growth in what has 
become one of the world's fastest growing industries," 
says Mr. Sibbeston . 

Jack Walker , the President of the Travel 
Industry Association of the Northwest Territories is 
pleased with Mr . Sibbeston's comments. "Literally 
scores of organizations , businesses and communities a r e 
affected by tourism in northern Canada. We are 
delighted that the territorial gove r nment is supporting 
t he efforts of our i ndustry with such positive 
co-operation". 

Government of the Northwest Territories • Yellowknife, N.W.T., Canada XlA 2L9 • Telex 034-45504 



NATIONAL TOURISM WEEK IN N.W.T. PAGE: 2 

The minister, Mr. Sibbeston says, "by all 
accounts, last year's Expo celebration is making the 
Northwest Territories a star on the world stage." 
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CONTACT: Travel Arctic 
Government of the NWT 
Yellowknife, NWT 
(403) 873-7200 

Travel Industry Association 
Yellowknife, NWT 
(403) 873-2122 
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FEDERAL - PROVINC I AL/TERRI TORI AL WILDLIFE 
CONFERENCE TUKTOYAKTUK, N.W.T. JUNE 16-19, 1987 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 5) - "Wildlife - An Agenda for 
Tomorrow" is the theme of the 51st Annual Federal­
Provincial/Territorial Wildlife Conference to be held 
June 16-19 in Tuktoyaktuk , Northwest Territories . The 
conference will be hosted by the Government of the 
Northwest Territories. 

N.W.T. Renewable Resources Minister Red 
Pedersen says the site of the meeting is significant. 
"In Tuktoyaktuk , people still live traditionally -
hunting, trapping and fishing - while some of North 
America's most important oil and gas exploration is 
happening just offshore in the Beaufort Sea. It is a 
graphic example of the challenges facing wildlife 
managers today." 

A review of wil d life in the past and present 
will start the conference which will then move on to 
wildlife challenges for the future. Participants will 
be divided into workshops to decide on courses of 
action on a variety of wildlife issues including: 
wildlife values ; managing endangered wildlife; 
environmental contaminants ; and the economic aspects of 
wildlife. 
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"By the end of the week, we hope to have enough 
material to make up a wildlife agenda for the next 
fifty years in Canada," says Doug Pollock, Secretary 
for the conference. "We hope to leave Tuktoyaktuk with 
something concrete which the different participants can 
use to plan their strategies for wildlife management in 
the future." 

One important activity during the conference 
will be a panel discussion on "The Emerging Role of 
Native Organizations in Wildlife Management in Canada's 
North". A number of native organizations will sit on 
the panel. 

Yukon Minister of Renewable Resources David 
Porter will be giving a keynote address called 
"Wildlife Challenges for the Future". 

The first federal-provincial wildlife 
conference was held in 1922. Several conferences were 
held over the next few years, and it became an annual 
gathering in 1945. Discussions focus on wildlife 
problems and ways of improving wildlife management. 
Recommendations of the conferences, together with input 
from various wildlife and conservation organizations 
play an important part in developing a national 
approach to managing wildlife in Canada. 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
Government of the NWT 
Yellowknife, NWT 
(403) 920-6176 

Sharon Dominik 
Communications Directorate 
Environment Canada 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
(306) 780-6002 



INVITATION TO MEMBERS OF MEDIA 

Members of the media are invited to attend the 
51st Annual Federal-Provincial/Territorial Wildlife 
Conference in Tuktoyaktuk from June 16-19. There will 
be a media centre established for your use. Any 
special requirement should be related in advance of the 
conference. 

Members of the media are also invited to 
participate in the workshops. The workshops will be 
chaired by skilled wildlife professionals. A list is 
attached. 

The Federal-Provincial/Territorial Wildlife 
Conference provides an opportunity for the exchange of 
wildlife management information between Canadian 
federal, provincial and territorial wildlife managers, 
as well as their U.S. counterparts. As well, in recent 
years, many non-government organizations have been 
represented: World Wildlife Fund (Canada); Canadian 
Wildlife Federation; Canadian Nature Federation; Ducks 
unlimiited; Wildlife Habitat Canada; Fur Institute of 
Canada; Canadian Federation of Humane Societies; 
Greenpeace Canada; native organizations; universities; 
and private individuals. Several international 
organizations have sent representatives in the last 
couple of years, i.e. International Association of Fish 
and Wildlife Agencies; International Fur Trade 
Federation; and Counseil International de la Chasse et 
de la Conservation du Gibier. 
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If you would like to cover the 
Federal-Provincial/Territorial Conference or would like 
further information, please contact: 

Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
Government of the NWT 
Yellowknife, NWT 
(403) 920-6176 

Sharon Dominik 
Communications Directorate 
Environment Canada 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
(306) 780-6002 

Confirmation of attendance is necessary by May 29, 1987 
in order to arrange accommodations. 



Workshoe__~ 

examining Wildlife Values 
-ethics 
-cultural 
-religious 
-economic 
-biological 
-social structure of the North 
-native hunting rights 

Works hoe __ _?_ 

Accommodating Demands 
for Wildlife 
-native needs 
-commercial needs 
-recreational needs 
-preservation 
-subsistence 

Chairperson: 
Mary Simon 
President 
Inuit Circompola 
Conf. 

Rapporteur: 
John Baird 
Chief, Wildlife 

Biology 
N.B. Fish and 
Wildlife Branch 

Facilitator: 
Kirk Smith 
Executive Director 
Public Information 

Committee 
Fur Institute of 

Canada 

Chairperson: 
James Bourque 
Deputy Minister 
Dept. of Renewable 

Resources 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. 

Rapporteur: 
Al Stewart 
Chief Negotiator 
Ontario Wildlife 

Branch 

Facilitator: 
Bob Andrews 
Director 
Alberta Fish and 
Wildlife 



Workshop __ -l 

Managing Canadian Endangered 
Wildlife 
-COSEWIC 
-CITES 
-New Endangered Species 

Recovery Fund (WWFC) 

Workshop 4 

Environmental Contaminants 
-toxic chemicals 
-heavy metals 
-radioactivity in the 

atmosphere 
-acid rain 
-long-range transport of 
air pollutants 

Chairperson: 
Monte Hummel 
President 
World Wildlife Fund 

(Canada) 

Rapporteur: 
Dave Pike 
Director 
Newfoundland 
Wildlife Div. 

Facilitator: 
Art Martell, 
Regional Director 
Canadian Wildlife 

Service 
Pacific and 

Yukon Region 

Chairperson: 
Michael Keating 
Environmental 
Reporter 

Globe and Mail 

Rapporteur: 
David Peakall, 

Chief 
Toxicology and 
Research Div. 

Canadian Wildlife 
Service 

Facilitator: 
Merrill Prime, 
Director, 
N.S. Wildlife 

Division 



Workshop 5 

National and International 
Cooperative Agreements 

-North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan 

-CITES 
-RAMSAR 
-Canada Wildlife Act 

Agreement 
-Polar Bear 

Workshop 6 

Piecing Together the 
Economic Picture 
-game ranching 
-hunting 
-trapping 
-outfitting 
-tourism 
-maintenance and 
pu~suit of traditional 
values 

Chairperson: 
J.A. Keith, 
Director 
Wildlife and 
Canadian Wildlife 

Rapporteur: 
Hugh Monaghan, 
Yukon Fish and 
Wildlife Branch 

Facilitator: 
Louis Lemieux, 
President 
Canadian Wildlife 

Federation 

Chairperson: 
Hon. Nellie 

Cournoyea 
Mem. of the 
Legislative 
Assembly 

Rapporteur: 
George Finney 
Regional Director 
Atlantic Region 
Canadian Wildlife 
Service 

Facilitator: 
Don Simkin 
Director of 
Wildlife 
Ministry of Natural 
Resources Ontario 



Workshop 7 

New Approaches and Initiatives 
for Wildlwife Support 
-excise taxes 
-user fees 
-licences and permits 
-national parks fees 
-stamps 
-tax refund check-off 
-sale of share in wildlife 
projects 

-new cooperative arrangments 

Workshop 8 

Ecological Reserves or the 
Refuge Approach 
-refuges 
-landscapes 
-encouraging landowners 
-economic values 
-economic issues 
-environmental contaminants 

Chairperson: 
Barry Turner, MP 
Ottawa-Carleton 

Rapporteur: 
Dennis Sherratt, 
Saskatchewan 
Wildlife Branch 

Facilitator: 
Jean Cing-Mars 
Regional Director 
Quebec Region 
Canadian Wildlife 
Service 

Chairperson: 
Larry Jahn, 
Wildlife Management 
Institute 

Rapporteur: 
Jim Walker, 
B.C. Wildlife 
Branch 

Facilitator: 
Paul Griss 
Executive Director 
Canadian Nature 
Federation 



Workshop 9 

Participation in Resolving 
issues 
-structures 
-cooperative arrangment 

to enhance wildlife 
management 

Chairperson: 
Douglas Pollock, 
Marketing Program 
and Operational 
Support Canadian 
Wildlife Service 

Rapporteur: 
A. Hoole, Director 
Manitoba Wildlife 

Branch 

Facilitator: 
D. Stewart Morrison 
Exec. 
Vice-President 
Ducks Unlimited 
Canada 
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NURSES HONORED MAY 10 TO 16 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 5) - Northerners should take 
time to learn more about the N.W.T. health care system 
during Nurses Week, May 10 to 16, says Minister of 
Health Bruce McLaughlin. 

"Nurses play a key role in northern health 
care," he says. "Their hard work and wide range of 
responsibilities is invaluable in ensuring quality 
health care in the communities." 

The International Council of Nurses (ICN) has 
declared May 10 to 16 International Nurses Week, which 
coincides with the May 12 birthdate of Florence 
Nightingale. Miss Nightingale is recognized as the 
founder of modern nursing. 

The ICN is an independent federation of 
national nursing associations in 95 couontries, 
representing one million nurses. 

Nurses Week gives northerners the perfect 
opportunity to visit their local nursing stations and 
learn more about the services provided, Mr. McLaughlin 
says. It's also a good chance to find out how to 
become involved. 
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"The health care system offers northerners a 
variety of interesting and exciting job opportunities," 
he says. "Nurses Week would be a good opportunity to 
visit the local nursing station to learn more about 
them." 

-30-

CONTACT: Lou Richard 
Executive Director 
Registrar 
N.W.T. Registered Nurses Association 
(403) 873-2745 

Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7615 



GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

87 -1 01 

PETROLEUM PRICES TO BE 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 5) - The price of heating fuel 
and gasoline i n Trout Lake will be reduced by 20 cents 
a litre , effec tive May 11. 

The Department of Government Services has 
recently fin i shed the construction of a tank storage 
f acility in Trout Lake , which will be able to hold 
90 , 000 litres of heating oil and 90 , 000 litres of 
gasoline. 

For t h e fi r st time , the department will be able 
to supply the community with bulk products . In the 
past, petrole um products were supplied in 45- gallon 
drums, which meant high prices . 

Heati n g fuel prices will drop to 49 cents a 
litre from 69 c ents , and gasoline will drop to 61 cents 
a lit r e from 8 i ce n ts . 
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"Normally, changes to GNWT retail prices do not 
occur until October of each year, but due to a large 
price decrease, I have decided to lower the retail 
prices effective May 11, 1987, to maximize the benefit 
to the consumer in Trout Lake," says Government 
Services Minister Ludy Pudluk. 

i 
I -30-

I 

CONTACT: Merv Homenuik 
Chief of Petroleum Products 

, Department of Government Services 
-( 403} 873-7201 

Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7615 
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TARGET DATE FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF HOUSING POLICY 
IN YELLOWKNIFE EXTENDED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 1/88 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 7) - Minister of Personnel Red 
Pedersen says the Government of the Northwest 
Territories has decided its Staff Accommodation Policy 
in Yellowknife will be fully implemented by September 
1, 1988. 

The implementation date had been set for June 
1, 1987. The minister says that the territorial 
government recognizes that the housing situation is 
more difficult than it had originally thought. 

The Staff Accommodation Policy is designed to 
encourage government employees to move out of 
government housing after a one-year occupancy. Mr. Red 
Pedersen says the government remains fully committed to 
its policy which supports the development of private 
housing markets throughout the Northwest Territories. 

"It is our goal to get out of housing in 
Yellowknife and we are very pleased with the 
significant number of employees who have already moved 
into the private market." 

Mr. Pedersen met this morning with the 
Presidents and Executive Directors of the Northwest 
Territories Teachers Association and the Public Service 
Association. "In our frank and open discussions, I 
received helpful information and suggestions that will 
assist the government in achieving full implementation 
of the housing policy." 
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"The territorial government will take immediate 
steps to cancel leases or to allow block leases to 
lapse," says Mr. Pedersen. "In such cases, the unit 
would go back to the original owners allowing the 
tenants to remain where they are. We feel this is 
especially important to long-term employees who would 
simply be changing landlords." 

"The government will continue to meet with 
employee associations in an effort to resolve the 
difficult housing situation in Yellowknife," says Mr. 
Pedersen. "As well, we will inform in writing all new 
employees, hires and transfers about the one year 
occupancy conditions in Yellowknife. 

The Government of the Northwest Territories 
will retain a small pool of housing to allow for 
accommodation of new employees for the first year and 
in particular for those people included in the native 
employment policy. 

-30-

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 

Al McDonald 
President 
N.W.T.T.A. 
(403) 873-8501 



GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES . 

87-103 

EXHIBIT TRACES HISTORY OF OIL SANDS 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 8) - Edmonton's streets were 
never paved with gold, but they were once paved with 
oil sands. 

Ever since the first native caulked his 
birchbark canoe with bitumen separated from oil sands 
along the Athabasca River, many have seen the potential 
of the resource. 

The story of its development is told in the 
exhibit Alberta's Oil Sands: The Long, Long Trail, 
on display at the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage 
Centre from May 10 to June 21. 

Alberta's Oil Sands presents the history, 
geology and technology of the oil sands region through 
specimens, ethnographic and technological artifacts, 
historical documents, photographs, models, 
illustrations and audio-visual units. 

Visitors will be able to feel and smell the oil 
sands and look through a microscope at the structure of 
the grains of sand and bitumen. A computerized, 
animated flow chart shows how the bitumen is separated 
from the sand and upgraded into synthetic crude oil, 
which can be further upgraded at refineries. 
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The exhibit is produced by the Provincial 
Museum of Alberta and funded by National Museums of 
Canada. 

CONTACT: Judy Edgar 
Administrator 

-30-

Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7686 

Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7615 



GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES -

87-104 

GOVERNMENT TO REVIEW ARBITRATOR'S REPORT 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 7) - Minister of Education 
Dennis Patterson has received the report of arbitrator 
H. Allan Hope , Q.C., on the matter of the removal of 
John Rouble's designation as principal of Sir John 
Franklin Territorial High School in Yellowknife. 

Hope ruled in Rouble's favor. 

"It's a 61 page award," Mr. Patterson said. 
"We have to consider all aspects of it carefully. We 
shall be doing a detailed review and will make our 
position known at that time." 

-30-

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary to the 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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PROTEST LAUNCHED AGAINST SOME PROVISIONS OF 
FEDERAL/PROVINCIAL ' MEECH LAKE' AGREEMENT MAY 1 1 m~P 

r-(~.W$iTtff:'2f\t of N.W.T~ • 
. YeMo\vkn,tc. N.W.T. 

YELLOWKNIFE {May 8) - Government Leader N1Lc~k:._., _______ _, 
Sibbeston is expressing grave concerns about some 
provisions of the agreement reached with provincial 
premiers at Meech Lake on April 30th. A letter will be 
hand-delivered this morning to the Prime Minister 
outlining the "over-riding sense of betrayal" 
northerners feel. 

Mr. Sibbeston says that while congratulations 
are in order for an agreement allowing the province of 
Quebec to become a full participant in the country's 
business, he claims the agreement strikes a damaging 
blow to the constitutional aspirations of the NWT and 
Yukon. 

The main thrust of the agreement is to 
recognize the uniqueness of Quebec and to protect it 
through requiring unanimity for constitutional 
amendment that might affect her rights. Mr. Sibbeston 
says the unanimity rule however also has been extended 
to the creation of new provinces. 

"The change has made it even more difficult for 
Canadians living in the NWT and Yukon to achieve their 
legitimate long term aspirations - to become full 
partners in Confederation", says Mr. Sibbeston. "No 
other province in Canada has had to face such 
difficulties. The irony of this is that in the process 
of bringing one 'distinct society' into the club, the 
Prime Minister and Premiers have permanently barred 
other 'distinct societies' from full membership." 
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Mr. Sibbeston goes on to say that because the 
NWT has a majority of native people who make up a solid 
majority of the Legislative Assembly, there is a 
special sense of betrayal. 

"Where Canada's native people were flatly 
denied any such recognition exactly one month ago, the 
Prime Minister and the Premiers should understand if 
the people of the NWT do not rejoice with other 
Canadians over the recognition of Quebec as a 'distinct 
society within Canada'." 

Another irony according to Mr. Sibbeston is the 
recent discussion with the US on sovereignty in ~he 
Arctic. "If Canada wishes to affirm that the Arctic is 
indeed a part of Canada, nothing could strengthen that 
case more emphatically than the fact of sovereign 
provincial governments delivering their programs to 
northern people in the same way the ten existing 
provinces do for their own residents." 

The Northwest Territories and Yukon were not 
invited to participate in the deliberations at Meech 
Lake. Mr. Sibbeston calls the exclusion of northern 
Canadians from constitutional talks on obvious 
injustice. 

"Given that the Prime Minister either chooses 
to ignore or is unaware of the special interests of 
Canadians living in the NWT and Yukon, the Government 
of the Northwest Territories must be represented at all 
future constitutional conferences. Any achievements 
in conferences will inevitably be clouded by the fact 
of the effective disfranchisement of all northern 
Canadians." 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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MAY 1 1 ''"''~.7 \ 

FORT SMITH REGION DECENTRALIZED IN OCTOBER ~~:·:·_n;~";,i•:tt j 
YELLOWKNIFE (May 8) - Government Leade LL~N~1~·c~k~ -----­

Sibbeston has announced the decision on the 
re-organization of the GNWT Fort Smith region. 

"As a result of our review," says Mr. 
Sibbeston, "the present regional structure will be 
replaced by three area administrators located in Fort 
Smith, Fort Simpson and Rae-Edzo". 

Mr. Sibbeston says the Executive Council has 
tried to be sensitive to the concerns of the community 
and to the needs of the territorial government 
employees. 

"The goal of the reorganization was to improve 
the efficiency and effectiveness of government by 
bringing its adminstration closer to the people being 
served". 

"In particular," says Mr. Sibbeston, "we wanted 
to remove administrative roadblocks and bottlenecks so 
decision making could be quicker and more in tune with 
local needs". 

The reorganization report prepared by Gary 
Black, the Associate Deputy Minster for the Executive 
shows that the primary need at this time was to create 
separate Finance, Personnel and Government Service 
operations in Fort Simpson and to strengthen Municipal 
and Community Affairs in both communities. 
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Mr. Sibbeston says that as a result, "there 
will be 12 additional positions created in Fort Simpson 
and 2 in Rae-Edzo. There will be a reduction of 15 
positions in Fort Smith". 

Of the 15 positions leaving Fort Smith, 9 are 
vacant and 2 are filled on a term basis. Only 4 
permanent employees in Fort Smith will be effected by 
t~is reorganization. 

Mr. Sibbeston says these individuals will have 
opportunity to transfer to Fort Simpson or Rae. "At 
most, one house in Fort Smith will have to be sold as a 
result of these changes so there will not be disruption 
6f the housing market". 

The reorganization of the region will be 
undertaken by Gary Black following his move to 
Yellowknife this summer. 

"I am very pleased with this plan," says Mr. 
Sibbeston. "The government will be achieving its goal 
of improving the delivery of government programs to 
people while causing little upheaval to Fort Smith." 

CONTACT: 
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Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403)920-6176 
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BIC KERT NAMED DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 11} - Justice Minister 
Michael Ballantyne has announced the appointment of 
Geoffrey M. Bickert of Yellowknife as Deputy Minister 
of Justice. Mr. Bickert replaces Stien Lal who is 
leaving the public service of the Northwest Territories 
in June to take up his new Appointment as General 
Counsel to the Canadian Human Rights Commission in 
Ottawa. 

Mr. Bickert has been the Senior Counsel and 
Director of the Yellowknife Regional office of the 
Department of Justice (Canada) since 1980. In that 
position, he is responsible for the conduct of all 
civil and criminal litigation in the Northwest 
Territories involving the Attorney General of Canada 
and the N.W.T. Under Mr. Bickert's direction, Crown 
Counsel conduct all criminal prosecutions through the 
NWT and provide civil, property and advisory services 
to federal department and agencies operating in the 
NWT. 

In 1979, Mr . Bickert moved to the Northwest 
Territories from Edmonton where he was in general law 
practice with Brosseau, Maccagno Hutton to become 
Assistant Crown Attorney with the Department of Justice 
(Canada). He has been active on several committees of 
the Law Society of the Northwest Territories. 
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Mr. Bickert was appointed by the Territorial 
Minister of Justice in 1986 to the Law Reform Committee 
of the NWT. He is currently a member of the board of 
the Arctic Public Legal Education and Information 
Society (APLEI) and a member of the Canadian Bar 
Association, Public Legal Education Forum~ 

"Mr. Bickert has a wealth of northern 
experience and he's well . respected in Ottawa. His 
knowledge of ' issues ranging from Young Offenders, to 
family violence .to env~5 onmental law will certainly be 
an asset to our government," Mr. Ballantyne noted. 

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403)920-6176 
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NEW EXECUTIVE FOR N.W.T. FOREST INDUSTRIES 
ASSOCIATION 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 12) - One of the first jobs of 
the new president of the N.W.T. Forest Industries 
Association will be to consult with the Department of 
Renewable Resources regarding proposed scaling methods 
to be used in lumber production in the N.W.T. 

Eugene Patterson of Hay River was elected 
president of the N.W.T. Forest Industries Association 
and Alan Anderson of Fort Simpson was elected 
vice-president at the annual general meeting held May 
8th in Hay River. The N.W.T. Forest Industries 
Association assume s the role of the previous N.W.T. 
Grade Stamping Agency. 

Its main objectives are to ensure maintenance 
of high lumber grading standards in the N.W.T., the 
training of operators in lumber grading in conformity 
with national quality control regulation for lumber, 
and to promote the general welfare of the forest 
industry and the interest of those engaged in the 
forest industry in the N.W.T. 

The Association receives approximately 80% core 
funding from the Department of Economic Development and 
Tourism. In addition, Economic Development and Tourism 
under its Commercial Renewable Resou rce Use Policy may 
provide contributions to industry to reduce the costs 
of new road construction to access timber supplies and 
reduce carrying costs associated with the production or 
acquisition of inventories of logs or lumber. 
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With the recent devolution of forest management 
to the territorial government, the Department of 
Renewable Resources assumes responsibility for 
mangement of the forest resource as outlined in the 
approved Forest Management Act. 

Currently, Forest Management Regulations for 
day-to-day operations are in the final draft stage. A 
working group consisting of industry, the public and 
government has had input into the drafting process. 

The need for updated stock assessments in many 
areas was identified for attention but priority will be 
given to ensure current operators have access to 
adequate timber rights. 
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CONTACT: Kevin Lewis 
Forestry Development Officer 
Economic Development and Tourism 
(403) 920-6435 

Beverly Latham 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7343 
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TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT BACKS nPLAY IT SMART• 
PROGRAM 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 13) - The Government of the 
Northwest Territories will be an active participant in 
the Long-Term_)~ational Program on Impaired _Q~!._ving, 
Social Services Minister Bruce McLaughlin and Justice 
Minister Michael Ballantyne announced today. 

"We fully support the initiatives taken by 
Federal Minister of Health and Welfare Jake Epp in 
setting up this program," the ministers said. 

The program is aimed primarily at people aged 
16 to 24 years, and will compliment and maintain the 
impact of the legislative amendments on impaired 
driving which became law in December of 1985. 

On a national basis, y0ung people represent 
only 16 per cent of the population, but they account 
for 36 per cent of those apprehended for impaired 
driving. In addition, 70 per cent of all single-driver 
accidents that occur on weekends involve 16 to 24 
year-olds. Alcohol is a factor in 50 to 60 per cent of 
all traffic fatalities involving people in this age 
group. 

Despite major public campaigns, there is still 
a great deal of evidence to show that impaired driving 
remains socially acceptable. The new program is aimed 
at changing this attitude and reducing the heavy costs 
to young people, estimated at 1,900 deaths and 50,000 
injuries each year. 
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The task is not an easy one. For this reason, 
the national program will involve a 20-year campaign, 
for which the federal government has allocated $19.5 
million for the first five years. 

"The Canadian public has expressed strong 
demand for government action in this area, and we in 
the Northwest Territories will be doing all we can to 
co-operate," Mr. Ballantyne said. 

The national advertising and promotion campaign 
includes the message "Play it smart/J'ai toute ma 

A. -- -------------

tete," and is aimed at increasing public concern and 
community involvement to combat drinking and driving. 
Support for community-based activities will be the 
major emphasis of the program. 

Another component is a Server Education Program 
for owners and employees of public drinking 
establishments, which will enable them to help their 
customers prevent impaired driving. 

In addition, preventative education will be 
aimed at the new driver. It is hoped that driver 
education will include a substantial component on 
impaired driving. 

Some of the activities in the Northwest 
Territories will include wide-spread distribution of 
translated versions of national resource material and 
an extensive multi-media campaign involving newspapers, 
radio stations and television spots. 

Both Mr. McLaughlin and Mr. Ballantyne urge all 
northerners to make themselves aware of and support all 
activities which help northerners to "Play it Safe." 
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CONTACT: Jo-Anne Crate Thomas 
Program Specialist 
Alcohol and Drug Program 
Department of Social Services 
(403) 920-8005 
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GJOA HAVEN NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL 

YELLOWKNIFE ( May 14) - A contract has bee n 
awarded to construct a ne w primary school in Gjoa 
Haven . 

Public Works and Highways Minister Gordon Wray 
annou nced today that Norland Construction has been 
awarded the $2,204, 7 10 contract . Six other firms -
three from the north , two from Alberta and one from 
On t a r io submitted h i gher bids. 

When constructed , the new school will follow 
the recently impleme n ted standardized , stand- alone 
primary school plan developed by the departments of 
Education and Public Works and Highways . These 
standardized primary schools are expected to have 
significantly lower design, construction and operating 
costs and will enable easy expansion as student 
enrollment grows . 

The new school will be for kindergarten to 
grade six. It will contain a k indergarten room , 
multipurpose room and six class r ooms. As part of this 
contract , renovation s will be perfor med to the e x isting 
school. These incl ude the addition of a new science 
room and partitioning of the open teaching space to 
yield separate class r ooms . 
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Local employment arrangements will be maximized 
through liaison with the community council. The 
contractor will use the Amundsen Hotel for 
accommodation purposes. Kudlik Construction of Rankin 
Inlet has been subcontracted for painting and roofing. 
Construction is scheduled to commence in late August 
and will be completed by April 1988 for the 1988-89 
school year. 
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CONTACT: Rob Given 
Policy and Planning Officer 
Public Works and Highways 
(403) 873-7347 

Beverly Latham 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7343 
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POND INLET NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL 

YELLOWKNIFE ( May 14) - A contract has been 
awarded to construct a new primary school in Pond 
I nlet. 

Public Works and Highways Mi n ister Gordon Wray , 
a nnounced t hat Norland Construction was awarded the 
$2 , 349 , 036 contract . Eight other firms - three from 
the N.W . T ., four from Alberta and one from Ontario 
submitted higher bids . 

The new school is one of the recently 
implemented standardized , stand- alone pr i mary schools 
developed by Mr . Wray and Education Minister Dennis 
Patterson and their respective departments. These 
standardized primary schools are expected to have 
sig n ificantly lower design , construction and operating 
costs a nd will enable e xpansion when student enrolment 
grows . 

The ne~ school will contain a kindergarten 
room , resource centre , multipurpose room and six 
classrooms . The current aim is to remove kindergarten 
to grade three classes from the e x ist i ng school to 
allow e xpansion of grades four to 12 , due to program 
and enrolment growth . I n future , grades four to six 
will be t ransferred to the new school . 
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Local employment arrangments will be maximized 
through liaison with the community council. The 
contractor will use the Sahoonik Hotel. Work is 
scheduled to commence with the arrival of the 1987 fall 
sealift and the school will be ready for classes for 
the 1988/89 school year. 
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CONTACT: Rob Given 
Policy and Planning Officer 
Public Works and Highways 
(403) 873-7347 

Beverly Latham 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7343 
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CALCI UM CHLORIDE FOR NWT HIGHWAYS 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 14) - Two contracts have been 
awarded for the supply and application of calcium 
chlor i de to the NWT highway system. 

Public Works and Highways Minister Gordon Wray 
announced today that General Chemical Canada of 
Richmond, British Columbia , was awarded the two 
contracts. 

One contract valued at $166 , 168 will encompass 
about 50 kilometres at 17 locations on the Dempster 
Highway #8. As well, calcium chloride wi ll be applied 
in Fort McPherson and Arctic Red River. Work will be 
performed during July. 

The second contract valued at $624,594 will 
cover about 274 kilometres at various locations on 
Highways #1 through #7. As well, calcium chloride will 
be applied in all communities accessible by the highway 
system. Work will be performed during June . Townsend 
Truck i ng of Hay River has been subcontracted to perform 
the application. 

Calcium chloride is a hygroscopic chemical, 
meani ng it continually absorbs water from the air. 
When applied to a road surface , it combines with the 
top layer fo r ming a hard crust thereby minimizing dust . 
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CONTACT: Beverly Latham 
Public Affairs Officer 
( 403) 873- 7 343 
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SAFETY EDUCATION PROGRAM TO CONTINUE 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 15) - The Territorial 
Government will continue the safety education program 
for workers and employers. The new agreement, in 
effect until December 1987 , will place special emphasis 
on student and pre- employment safety awareness. 

"Every effort must continue to be taken to 
prepare workers and employers throughout the Northwest 
Territories with the necessary knowledge to deal 
effectively with the dangers in the workplace," said 
Justice Minister , Michael Ballantyne . 

The safety ed ucation program , which was 
sponsored by the Workers' Compensation Board and 
del i vered through the safety division of the Department 
of Justice, marked the end of its trial period on March 
31. 

Safety divis i on delivered 22 courses throughout 
the Northwest Territories and awarded 451 certificates 
during the trial period . 207 of the total certificates 
issued went to st ude n ts . Courses offered were on 
explosive actuated tools, scaffolding , defensive 
driving and safety awareness . 

" I have bee n very pleased with the public 
r eaction to the course , " Ballantyne reported , "letter s 
of commendation have been received from employers , 
workers , a nd students . " 
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The safety division of the Department of 
Justice plans to continue present programs and the 
development of individualized courses based on requests 
from employers and workers. 
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CONTACT: Al Collinson 
Safety Education Officer 
(403) 920-8081 

Beverly Latham 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7343 
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PSYCHOLOGIST WILL WORK WITH- I NMATES , -···coRRECTIONS ­
STAFF 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 15) - It's the day-to-day 
contact with corrections staff that makes the 
difference for inmates, says Alan G. Downe , the new 
psychologist for the Corrections Division of the 
Department of Social Services. He's planning to spend 
about a third of his time doing clinical assessment, 
treatment and counselling with the inmates. The rest 
will be spent on staff training and program 
development. 

"I ' ve tried to specialize in the development of 
programs that call on informal helping systems," Mr. 
Downe says. "A guy may not want to talk to the 
psychologist, but he may talk to the cook, the teacher, 
or the security officer. I hope to help develop that 
counselling component of their positions . " 

The Corrections Division created the position 
of Psychologist because it is crucial to helping 
inmates deal with behavior problems. 

"We often deal with people who have difficulty 
living in their community because of a behavior quirk," 
says Don Maeers , acting Chief of Corrections. "And 
that quirk leads to crime . " 

Mr. Downe will be working with inmates and 
staff at the Yellowknife Correctional Centre, the South 
Mackenzie Correctional Cen tre i n Hay River a nd the 
Baffin Correctional Centre i n Iqaluit . He wi ll also 
act as a consultant for social workers in the 
communities whose caseloads i nclude people who have 
gone through the corrections system . 

Government of the Northwest Territories • Yellowknife, N.W.T., Canada XIA 2L9 • Telex 034-45504 



PSYCHOLOGIST WILL WORK WITH INMATES PAGE: 2 

Since joining the department in mid-February, 
Mr. Downe has been catching up on the backlog of 
inmates needing assessment and treatment. He's looking 
at a number of programs to start in the future, 
including help for people who batter their families, 
helping the inmates deal with the separation from their 
families and communities, helping the inmates make 
plans and set goals before they are released and stress 
management. 

Mr. Downe holds an undergraduate degree in 
Psychology from Acadia University in Nova Scotia, and a 
Masters Degree in Counselling Psychology from the 
University of Calgary. 

After receiving his first degree, he spent 
three years working in a juvenile detention facility in 
Calgary. He also worked there part-time while he 
studied for his Masters. 

After finishing his second degree, he worked 
for the Calgary region of the Canadian Mental Health 
association doing workshops and training sessions on 
topics like suicide awareness and stress management. 
He later worked as the Senior Co-ordinator of Direct 
Services and dealt with suicide intervention, children 
in violent homes, counselling people who have been 
bereaved by suicide, and counselling-people with me-nta-1---­
illness and their families. 

He later moved to Edmonton, where he was 
manager of programs for an agency that dealt with 
troubled teens and their families. Part of his job 
there was to develop new programs. He established a 
family support service in Camrose/Stettler, and another 
program in Grande Prairie which provided training for 
foster parents who were taking emotionally disturbed 
children into their homes. 
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CONTACT: Alan G. Downe 
Psychologist 
Corrections Division 
Department of Social Services 
(403) 920-6246 
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OLD EGGS WILL HELP SCIENTISTS 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 15) - Former Yellowknife 
resident William McDonald has set aside a nice little 
nest egg for future generations. Literally. 

From 1924 to 1963, Mr. McDonald collected eggs 
from all types of birds in the western N.W.T. Many of 
these 517 eggs have been identified and are being kept 
at the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre. 

The eggs are valuable because most of them were 
gathered in the 1930s and 1940s, before there was much 
pollution in the N.W.T., says Joachim Obst, a fauna 
assistant who has been identifying them. They can be 
used in the future to see how pollution is affecting 
birds and animals. 

For example, when the pesticide DDT was 
introduced during the Second World War, it was believed 
to be safe for vertebrate animals. One of the most 
obvious indications that it wasn't, was how it affected 
birds' eggs - the shells became so thin that the female 
would crush them as she tried to keep them warm. 

"It's important to have a collection of old 
eggs, free from chemicals and pollution," says Mr. 
Obst. "If there is another environmental disaster like 
there was with DDT, we can measure the effect by 
comparing the shells for thickness and changes in 
chemical composition." 

Researchers at the University of Alberta have 
already done some tests on the eggs. Part of the 
collection was willed to the University after Mr. 
McDonald and his wife, Alice, died in 1971. The eggs 
were sent to the Northern Heritage Centre in 1977. 
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Some of the eggs from the original collection 
were also given to the centre by Dr. Robert Bromley, a 
Yellowknife bird of prey biologist. 

The collection contains eggs from 81 species of 
birds, gathered from an area ranging from Hay River to 
north of Great Bear Lake, and from the Mackenzie River 
to the Eastern Arm of Great Slave Lake. There are just 
over 200 species of birds in the N.W.T. 

The eggs were gathered from 145 clutches, or 
nests. Identifying the eggs isn't a simple task. 
Although Mr. McDonald had left labels with the 
different types, they have become mixed up over the 
years. And identifying an egg's species isn't the only 
consideration. 

"It's important to know which region they're 
from, because there are variations in color and size 
within the same species," Mr. Obst says. 

He's still working to identify the rest of the 
eggs, and will probably be given a helping hand by Dr. 
Bromley, who has also done work with the collection in 
the past. 

CONTACT: Judy Edgar 
Administrator 
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Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7686 
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WORK BEGINS ON DENE STANDARDIZATION 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 15) - Five working committees 
will soon start to formulate standard alphabetic 
writing systems for each of the five Dene languages. 
The standardization project was initiated in response 
to recommendations of the N.W.T. Task Force on 
Aboriginal Languages. 

The five languages, Chipewyan, Dogrib, 
Loucheux, North Slavey and South Slavey, use Roman 
orthography alphabets produced in the 1950s and 1960s. 
But because of different pronunciations between 
communities, the spelling of words differs within each 
language. That means information or teaching materials 
produced for Fort Providence has to be revised for Hay 
River, Fort Simpson, Fort Liard, and so on. 

"The result is that the publication of Dene 
language material has been seriously delayed. That 
hurts language preservation, since Dene language 
educators can't get the materials they need," says 
Assistant Deputy Minister of Culture and Communications 
Ethel Blondin-Townsend, who is overseeing the 
standardization work. 

The project is only concerned with establishing 
standard spellings, and is not intended to standardize 
the speech of the Dene. 

Organized by the Department of Culture and 
Communications, the project started several months ago. 
A planning committee has been holding regular meetings 
to define the project and appoint the working 
committees. 
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Besides Ms. Blondin-Townsend, the planning 
committee consists of: Edna Elias, Director of the NWT 
Language Bureau; George Cleary, Manager of Language and 
Cultural Programs for the Department of Education; Enna 
Vittrekwa, Andy Norwegian, Margaret Mackenzie and Sabet 
Biscaye. 

The job of the working committees will be to 
agree on a standard set of Roman orthography symbols to 
make up the official alphabet of each language and to 
decide on standard spellings for words within each 
language group 

The working committees are made up of native 
language specialists and elders. They will be holding 
their meetings in the regions, to give people from the 
communities a chance to voice their opinions. The 
members will also keep people informed of the 
committees' progress. The working committees will hold 
their first meetings by the end of June, and are 
expected to complete their part of the project by 
December 15. 

The information then goes to a 
co-ordinator/writer, who will put together the final 
report and develop a reference guide for the production 
of aboriginal language material. 
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CONTACT: Ethel Blondin-Townsend 
Assistant Deputy Minister, 
Culture and Communications 
(403} 920-6348 
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CARIBOU MANAGEMENT BOARD RECOMMENDS EASI NG OF 
RESRICTIONS 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 15) - The Beverly and 
Kaminuriak Caribou Management Board has recommended to 
Renewable Resources Minister Red Pedersen that 
restrictions on caribou use be eased. 

The Board, at a recent meeting in Saskatoon, 
has recommended that people who have lived in the 
N. W.T. for at least two years be allowed to take five 
caribou annually, as they did in the 1970s. 

At present, the limit is three caribou per 
year. The recommendation was made in view of the 
healthy condition of the herds and the excellent 
survival rates of yearling calves. 

The Board is made up of caribou users from the 
Keewatin, the western N.W.T . , Manitoba , Saskatchewan, 
representatives from the Governments of the N.W.T . , 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan , the federal Department of 
Indian and Northern Affairs and the Canadian Wildlife 
Service . The Kaminuriak herd moves between the N.W. T. 
and Manitoba, while the Beverly herd moves between the 
N.W . T. and Saskatchewan . 

The Board also passed resol u tions recommendi ng 
that some native groups be allowed to make limited, 
local commercial use of the herds . 
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One resolution supported a request from the 
Fort Smith Hunters and Trappers Association (HTA) that 
a local commercial use quota of 200 caribou annually 
from the Beverly herd be approved. The quota will 
allow caribou meat to be sold locally from the HTA 
store. Strict conditions were applied in recommending 
the quota, which will expire on March 31, 1989. 

The Board also passed a resolution recommending 
approval of a request from the Keewatin Wildlife 
Federation for a local commercial use quota of 350 
caribou until March 31, 1989. The animals would be 
sold in Baker Lake, Rankin Inlet, Whale Cove and Eskimo 
Point. Conditions identical to those developed for the 
Fort Smith request were applied. This would replace an 
existing inter-settlement trade quota of 350 caribou 
for the same communities. 

At its next meeting, to be held in Winnipeg in 
August, the Board will consider a request for a 
limited, licenced hunt for Manitobans, particularly 
residents of Churchill. 

Dave Nutter, general manager of the N.W.T. 
Chamber of Mines, gave a presentation in which he 
argued for the removal of the boundaries of the caribou 
protection areas established under the auspices Caribou 
Protection Measures. These areas are established to 
assist resource managers in their efforts to manage 
human activities during the critical calving and 
post-calving periods. The Board agreed that the 
Protection Measures were working well and were flexible 
enough, although more research into caribou-human 
interaction is needed. 

The Board put the finishing touches on its 
Caribou Management Plan, which has been in preparation 
for several years. Members voted to set aside $25,000 
from the operating budget so that a committee can visit 
people in the N.W.T., Manitoba, and Saskatchewan in 
order to explain the plan. A special sub-committee 
will visit the Manitoba communities of Lac Brochet and 
Tadoule Lake after the August Board meeting to meet 
with caribou users. 
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Budget allocations were made to execute other 
parts of the plan. Thse include a preliminary 
assessment for a study to look at the value of wildlife 
and human activities on the caribou range to enhance 
fire management strategies. Money was also designated 
to establish a scholarship fund for students studying 
caribou or caribou-related work. Board members agreed 
to allocate $1,000 annually for an awards program for 
school children in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and the 
N.W.T. 

An independent consultant reported that the 
Barren Ground Caribou Schools Program is extensively 
used and rated highly by teachers. Money was budgeted 
to keep the program current. The program is supplied 
to schools in caribou-using communities in the N.W.T., 
Manitoba, and Saskatchewan, and concentrates on the 
ecology, biology, and behavior of the caribou. It also 
focuses on the cultural and economic importance of 
caribou to the communities. 

Members got their first look at a Dene-language 
supplement to the program, which will soon be shipped 
to Dene schools in northern Saskatchewan. 

CONTACT: Paul Gray 
Supervisor 

-30-

Habitat Management 
Wildlife Management Division 
Department of Renewable Resources 
{403) 873-7765 
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TERRI TORIAL GOVERNM ENT APPROVES REVISED INVESTMENT 
PROGRAM 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 15) - Minister of Economic 
Development and Tourism Nick Sibbeston has announced 
the expansion of the successful Venture Capital 
Program. 

"As a result of consultation with Chambers of 
Commerce, native development corporations and 
individual businessmen, the Venture Capital Program 
will be expanded to include all communities in the 
north and businesses located on the land between 
communities ". The $500,000 budget for the program is 
expected to bring $1.7 million in investment capital to 
territorial businesses. 

Investors are invited to put a minimum of 
$50,000 into eligible northern businesses. Through the 
Venture Capital Program, investors would be reimbursed 
$3 for every $10 put into the companies. Mr . Sibbeston 
says, "the program allows large infusions of cash into 
small businesses and encourages investment in the 
northern economy " . 

Proposed changes to the federal Income Tax 
Regulations will entitle investors in venture capital 
corporations to benefit from preferential treatment 
given under the Income Tax Act , effective for 1986 and 
subsequent years . 

Government of the Northwest Territories • Yellowknife, N.W.T., Canada XIA 2L9 • Telex 034-45504 



TERRITORIAL GOV'T APPROVES REVISED INVESTMENT PROGRAM 
PAGE: 2 

Mr. Sibbeston says half of the $500,000 fund is 
guaranteed for smaller communities. In addition, he 
says the program for Yellowknife will be limited to 
those businesses involved in the renewable resource 
industry because of its more developed business and 
financial community. 

In addition, the lower-risk government 
lease-back construction projects will be excluded from 
the program. Last year, such projects made up half of 
the approved contribution payments. 

"I expect the venture Capital Program to grow 
because the business and legal community is more 
familiar with it 11

, says Mr. Sibbeston. 

The program was initiated in February 1986 to 
increase investment capital available to small 
businesses located in a restricted list of territorial 
communities with high unemployment. 

Mr. Sibbeston says, 11 the adoption of this 
improved Venture Capital Program will expand the number 
of northern businesses and locations eligible and it 
indicates our willingness to listen to the business 
community of the Northwest Territories". 
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CONTACT: Larry Adamson 
Co=ordinator, Venture Capital 
(403) 873-7381 
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SWEDISH SECRETARY FOR NORDIC AFFAIRS VISITS N.W.T. 

YELLOWKNIFE {May 19) - The Swedish State 
Secretary for Nordic Affairs, Bernt Carlsson is 
visiting the Western Arctic this week. He is the guest 
of Minister of Economic Development and Tourism Nick 
Sibbeston. 

Also on the tour from Sweden are Per Carlsson, 
Head of Section of Nordic Questions, Ministry of 
Foreign Trade and Ake Edin, National Chairman of Remote 
Areas, Nordic Commission. 

According to Mr. Sibbeston, "the tour by Mr. 
Carlsson and his party will further relations between 
NWT and Sweden in the interests of Economic Development 
and planning in northern areas." Last year, a group 
from the Northwest Territories were on a Nordic tour to 
explore areas of similar concern. 

The party arrives in Inuvik from Whitehorse on 
Tuesday, May 19th where meetings with local officials 
will take place. On Wednesday, May 20th, Mr. Carlsson 
and his group will travel to Fort Simpson where they 
will be met by Nick Sibbeston. A community tour and a 
visit to Nahanni National Park has been arranged. 

On Thursday, May 21st Mr. Carlsson will be in 
Yellowknife for meetings with the NWT Business Council 
and local officials. 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
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FEDERAL MINISTER FOR STATUS OF WOMEN AND 
PRIVITIZATION VISITS NWT 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 21) - The Honourable Barbara 
McDougall, Minister of State (Privitization, Regulatory 
Affairs) and Minister Responsible for the Status of 
Women begins a three day tour of the NWT on Saturday, 
May 23rd. Ms. McDougall is visiting at the invitation 
of territorial Minister of Finance Tom Butters. 

She will be met in Inuvik on Saturday, May 23rd 
by Mr. Butters, Mayor Gordon Campbell, Deputy 
Commissioner Ag nes Semmler and GNWT Regional Director 
Dan Norris. 

Ms. McDougall will meet with local women, 
members of the Progressive Conservative Party and 
community representatives. 

On Sunday, May 24th, the minister and her party 
will fly to Yellowknife and depart immediately for 
Snowdrift. Later that evening, a reception and dinner 
will be held for Ms. McDougall in Yellowknife. 

On Monday, May 25th - the minister will travel 
to Iqaluit where she will tour the community, visit the 
sewing centre, the jewellry shop and the museum. Ms. 
McDougall will also go to the newly-opened spousal 
assault home in Iqaluit. 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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Er ERGENCY COM.-UN ICATIONS SY STE M r-t PR 

YELLOWKNIFE (May 26 ) - To facilita e 
communications bet ween Emergency Service s s 
headquarters during emergencies, the territoria l 
government ha s bough t three hand-held VHF radio 
telephone s . 

The new equipment wil l improve commun ications 
between Eme r gency Services staf f in the field and 
emergency headquarters in Yellowknife, said Gordon 
Wray, Minister responsible for Civil Emergency 
Measure s, in making the announcernento 

Emergency Service s bough t the radios under th e 
Join t Emergenc y Plann i ng Program , a join t - f unding 
agreemen t between the te rr itorial governmen t and 
Emergency Preparednes s Canada. The federa l government 
contributed 60 per cent of th e funding for the 
purchase, and th e territoria l governmen t contributed 40 
per cen t . 

CONTAC T: 
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Sue Farrel l 
Public Af fairs Offi ce r 
( 40 3) 873-7251 
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YELLOWKNIFE (May 21 ) - Th e territoria l 
governmen t is th e first j urisdi ction i n Canad a to 
acquir e a computerized eme rgency respons e system 
developed by Emergency Preparedness Canad a. 

The new software syst em wil l pu t the name s and 
addresse s o f al l people an d resour c es neede d t o comba t 
a dome stic emerg2ncy a t the fi nger tips of Emergency 
Services staff. 

"Th e purchase of the microcomputer i s the first 
step in mee t i ng the governmen t's ob j ec tive of 
developing a c ompu terized re source i nventory file fo r 
all Emergency Mea sures Orga ni zat ions in the NWT, 11 say s 
Gordo n Wray, Minister respon si ble for Ci v il tmergen cy 
Measure s. 

Emerge ncy Service s will be combining th e 
Emergency Resource Database softwar e with a 
mi crocom puter it boug ht l as t yea r. 

The territoria l gove rnment wil l be spend i ng 
$ 13,50 0 und er th e Jo in t Emergency Planning Program on a 
consultant and computer accessories ; such a s a printer 
an d bac k - up system , t o ma k e th e system operational. 

Si x ty per cen t of the project cost s will com e 
from Em ergency Prepa redne ss Canad a, and 4 0 per cen t 
from the territoria l go vernme nt under th e Join t 
Emergenc y Pl an ning Program. 

CON TAC T: 
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Sue Farrel l 
Publi c Aff a irs Offi c er 
( 4 03) 8 7 3 - 725 1 
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SI MPSON GETS EMERGE tCY GENERATOR 

FORT S IMPSON (May 21} - Th e Vill ag e o f Fort 
Simpson now ha s a s tandby generator capable of powering 
enough buildings to shelte r th e ent i r e corn.mun i ty d uring 
a n emergency. 

The new generator, purchased with funds from 
th e f edera l - terr i torial Joint Emergency Planni ng 
Progr am can supply power to tw o s chools and a studen t 
residence. During a l ocal emergency , the 1 ,100 peopl e 
in the community can be move d t o those l ocations. 

Eac h spri ng the island commun ity is th r eatened 
by flooding. Th e bac k-up generato r wil l provid e 
electricity to the three building s whe re Fort Simpso n 
resident s can seek shel te r. 

The buildi ng s serviced by th e bac k- up genera tor 
will also be used a s a temporary she l ter for th e 
o utly ing communities of Jean Marie River, Nahann i 
Butte, Fort Liard, Trou t Lake, and Wri gley, i n 
eme rgencies. 

The $160,000 cos t of t he generator wa s split 
60- 40 bet ween the federal and territorial governments 
res e cti vel ya 

CONTACT: 
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Su e' Farrel l 
Public Affairs Offic er 
( 403 ) 8 7 3- 72 51 
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GENERATOR WHEELS I~TO AKLAVI K 

AKLAVIK ( May 21) - A generator o n whee ls wil l 
make i t s home in Ak l avik as a standby power s ystem. It 
may be put t o th e tes t in the nex t few week s a s the 
comm unity e xperiences spring break-up and th e 
accompanying threa t o f flooding. 

" I am pleased tha t th e federa l governmen t wa s 
quick t o respond t o ou r proposa l f or a new generatora 
I am especial ly plea sed tha t it wil l be in p lace during 
thi s year' s spring break- up, " sa id Gordon Wray, 
Minister respon s ib l e f o r Ci v i l Emergency Measure s. 

Th e generator wi ll be housed i n the hamle t 
office- f ire ha ll complex - the on ly building in th e 
communi ty tha t ' s above f l ood - level . 

The $5 ,50 0 emergenc y generator is being 
supplied under the Join t Emergency Planning Program in 
which t he fe deral governmen t pick s up 60 pe r cen t of 
the cos t , and the territorial governmen t p i cks up th e 
othe r 40 per cent. 

CONTACT: 
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Sue Farrel l 
Public Affair s Office r 
( 403 ) 87 3- 725 1 
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EMERGEN CY RESPONSE PLAN APPROVED 

SACHS HARBOUR {May 21 ) - An e mergency 
c omm unications block has been removed in Sachs Harbour 
with the i nstallation of a pager r epea t er system. 

Funded by the settleme nt, the territoria l and 
the federal governme n ts, the pager repeater system on a 
VHF frequency wil l co ver communications to and from the 
community as wel l as within the co~~unity, to the 
comma nd ce ntre, and to the disaster site. In a n 
emerge ncy situation, i t wil l also provide i mmediat e 
notification of key pe rsonne l within a se v en mi le 
radiu s of Sachs Harbour. 

Previously, using Nor t hwesTe l and loca l radios, 
the c orrur1 uni ty could only operate an e mergency 
commun ications se r vice to and from the communit y. The 
new system wi l l a l low e mergency communications t o 
conti nue even if t h e re is a power or telephone failure. 

CONTACT: 
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Sue Farrel l 
Public Affairs Officer 
( 40 3) 873 - 725 1 
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7 0RTHWES 1r TERRI TORI ES TO CHALLENG E 1iEECH LAKE 

AG REE 1.1.f;N T 

YELLOWKNIFE, (M ay 27 ) - Governmen t Lead er Nick 
Sibbeston announce d today he wil l file a chal l eng e t o 
the Meec h Lake Accord in the Supreme Court of th e 
Northwes t Terr ito r ies on Fri day, May 29 t h. 

" I .van t t o stre ss tha t I am f i 1 in g th i s 
petition a s an i nd i vidua l whos e right s ar e being 
Jenied. Whi l e the ter rito ria l governme n t is supporting 
my a ction, t hi s i s no t a squabb le betwee n t wo 
government s ~ It i s a matt e r of fund ame nta l f r eedom an d 
equality. I am act i ng on beh alf of al l pri v ate 
citi zens in th e Northwe st Territories. 11 

Mr4 S ibbeston says among o t her thi ng s, he will 
be seeking redres s und e r Section 15 of the Chart er 
which g uarantees eq ua lity before a nd unde r the law and 
provide s equal p r ote ction f r om discr imi nati on. 

"These righ shave b~en viol ated by the 
proposed ame ndment s tha t would den y any territoria l 
resident t h e oppor tuni ty t o be appoin ted to either th e 
Canadian Senat e or th e Supr eme Cour t o f Canada.TT 

Mr~ Si bbes ton claims t ha t his i nd ivid ua l right s 
are bein g v iol ated by th e failure t o allow te r ritoria l 
participa t ion in First Mini sters' c o nferences and by 
the Con stitutiona l Amending Formula . 
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~The political development of the North~est 
Territories will be frozen in time by these 

islative 
BI, as a terri::-:o-cial r=:::sid?nt, will ne\7er 

enjoy the rights and privileges of provincial residents 
because the Northwest Territories will likely ~ever 
a c h i e \7 e pr o v i n c i a l s t -:1 t 11 s . " 

Mr. S ibbeston 'dent on to say, "moreover, 
because the territocial government is not allowed to 
participate at First inisters' conferences where major 
policy issues are debated, I and all territorial 
:cesidents have been effectively disenf:canchised. 11 

Y kon Gove:c nt Leadec Tony Penikett filed a 
similar but separate petition in the Supreme Court of 
t:he Yukon this mornin9. Mr. Sibbeston says, "our 
i n t e :c e s t s i n th i s m ,3_ t t e r are i de n t i c a 1 • " 

Both territorial government leaders will be in 
Ottawa next ~eek despite the fact they have not been 
invited to take part in further discussions on the 
Meech Lake Accord. 

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press S,ecretary 
Executive Council 
( 403) 920···6176 



GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

87-12 7 

; AD TRAPPE R'S GRAVE TO BE LEFT IN PEACE 

•r\o:i 0. ., .· ' 
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YELLOWKNIFE, (May 27) - An applic tion ~~ t>ee n~~~~-
denie d t o disinter the body of Alber t John on, known0rnl ~~"-l ­

~<'(\' \\0• the Mad Trapper o f Rat River. ~" :-:~"-f\ 
--<•~o 

A Whitehors e author, Dick North, ha s 
a book abou t Alber t Johnson. He now want s to e s ta b lis h 
the identity o f th e Mad Trapper a s tha t of Joh n K. 
Johnson, who wa s j ai l ed a t least twice i n the Unite d 
States. Mr . Nort h intended t o have th e grave in 
Aklavik du g up wi th fingerprin t exper ts i n attendanc e 
i n th e hope tha t an y evidence wou ld settl e th e que st ion 
o f identity. He then planned to wr ite ano ther book. 

Mini s ter o f Ju s tice Michael Bal l an t yn e say s 
tha t whi le approva l for the proposed ve nture ha s been 
obtained from th e Hamlet o f Aklavi k, consen t i s al so 
needed from th e owner o f the ceme t e ry - th e Angl ica n 
Bishop of th e Arcti c . 

Mr. Bal l antyne says , "wh ile th e proposa l ma y be 
an interesting one, the nega t ive reaction from chur ch 
authoritie s, elder s and other s i n the community coupled 
with the f ac t tha t the true ident i t y ma y not be f ound 
suggest s tha t thi s sh o ul d no t go aheada" 

CONTACT: 
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Ci nd y Clegg 
Pres s Secretary 
Executive Counci l 
( 40 3) 92 0 - 617 6 
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BU S IN ES SES TO GET BR~ AK ON PETROLEUM PRICES 

YELLOWKNIF E ( May ) - Some busines s organization s 
in Aklavik, Inuvik and Norman Wel ls wi ll get a break on 
the price of petroleum products from th e Norman Well s 
refinery, effective June 1. 

The Government of the NWT and Esso Petroleum 
Canada have reached an agreemen t in which Esso wi l l 
charge businesses that quali fy unde r- the GNWT Busines s 
Incentive Policy the same rates a s thos e charged t o 
smal l consumers. The discussions were initiated by Tom 
Butters, MLA for Inuvik, wh ile he wa s Minister o f 
Government Services. 

A "smal l consumer" is defined as a norther n 
cons umer using less than 45,000 litres annually. 

The large consu mer price is abou t eight cents 
per litre higher than the smal l consume r price. It' s 
been causing concern for business organizations in 
Aklavik, Inuvik and Norman Wel ls, who have had to pay 
the highe r price. 

The new plan wil l allow northern, 
co~uunity- based organizations using more than 45;00 0 
litres annually t o buy petroleum product s at a lower 
rat e than other la r ge consumers. 
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11 The l a c 9 e con .s um e r pr i c e c a n no t be e l i rn i n a t: e d 
entirely, due to the limited amount of refined product 
avail:1ble at the Nor;nan :-Jells refinery," says 
Government Services Minister Ludy Pudluk. nBut the 
extension of the small consumer price to organizations 
that qualify under the GNWT Business Incentive Policy 
is considered to be a si 13nificant chan9e. 11 

CON'I'ACT: Merv Hornenuik 
Directcc of Petroleum Products 
Department of Government Services 
( 403) 873--7201 
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FASHION SHOW CELEBRATES DIVERSITY OF INUIT 
CLOTHING 

JUNO 5 1o(p 

Gov.mmem of N 
'rsnowk •r • W T 
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YELLOWKNIFE (June 4) - Inuit Annuraangit: Our 
Clothes is a living exhibition of Inuit clothing from 
across the Canadian Arctic. This unique fashion show 
celebrates the diversity, history and art of Inuit 
material culture. 

The exhibit will have two showings at the 
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre: June 7 at 2 
p.m., and June 11 at 7:30 p.m. 

The fashion show was created with the 
encouragement and advice of Inuit elders. Over the 
last 15 years they have noticed a decline in the number 
of young women who know how to prepare skins and create 
skin clothing. The exhibit is intended to encourage 
young Inuit seamstresses to learn traditional skills, 
while giving others a glimpse of Inuit styles. 

The show_ features clothing for men, women and 
children from the Baffinland, Igloolik, Caribou, 
Netsilik, Copper and Mackenzie Delta Inuit. The styles 
range from elaborate, beaded parkas for festive 
occasions to everyday clothing. 

One of the parkas in the display was made by 
Agnes Nigiyok, an 81 year old resident of Holman 
Island. Her creation is a replica of the 
short-waisted, long tailed style that was worn by the 
Copper Inuit in the early 1900s. 
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A contemporary Copper and Mackenzie Inuit style 
parka was made by June Klengenberg of Coppermine. The 
hood is finished with a halo of wolf and wolverine skin 
called a sunburst. Trim made from tiny geometric 
pieces or skin and rows of crocheted red and blue yarn 
accent the parka. 

Selma Karetak of Rankin Inlet has lent a rare 
parka style worn by young, unmarried, childless women. 
The beadwork on the parka was done 50 years ago by 
Hattie Niviaqsarjuk and Mrs. Poop for Winnie Crawford 
of Baker Lake. Winnie used a small mouth drill to make 
holes in a number of caribou teeth, which were attached 
to the end of beaded fringes. 

Inuit Annuraangit: Our Clothes was planned by 
Inuit Silattuqsarvingat, a project of the Inuit 
Cultural Institute. The show is co-ordinated by Jill 
Oakes, Department of Clothing and Textiles, University 
of Manitoba, with the assistance of Sally Karetak, 
Museum Development Officer for Inuit Silattuqsarvingat. 

The exhibition will be shown in communities 
across the Canadian Arctic, as well as Winnipeg, 
Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa. 

CONTACT: 
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Judy Edgar 
Administrator 
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage 
Centre 

(403) 873-7686 
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POLAR RESEARCH REPORT ON AGENDA OF YELLOWKNIFE 
MEETING 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 5) - Organizations with an 
interest in the development of northern science met 
here this week to debate the recommendations of a 
recently released federal report. 

A dozen institutes and associations from across 
northern and southern Canada were represented at the 
workshop, which was organized by the Science Institute 
of the Northwest Territories. The purpose of the 
meeting was to develop a collective response to Canada 
and Polar Science, which was released early last month 
by the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development. 

"The large attendance at this meeting is a 
clear indication of the importance of the issues under 
discussion," says Robert Janes, Executive Director of 
the Science Institute. "We must seize the opportunity 
to make our v i ews on the report known." 

Canada and Polar Science makes a number of 
recommendations including the creation of a National 
Polar Research Commission; the development of a 
comprehensive Polar Information System; the increased 
involvement of northern institutions in polar science; 
greater emphasis on northern research by federal 
government departments; and the establishment of a 
national center for scientific communication, based in 
Ottawa. 

The organizations represented at the 
Yellowknife meeting expressed general agreement with 
the report's recommendations but called for an even 
greater concentration of activities in the North. 
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The organizations participating in the 
discussions included the Dene Cultural Institute, 
Northern Heritage Society, Dene Nation, Metis 
Association of the NWT, Inuvialuit Joint Secretariat, 
Churchill Northern Studies Centre, Association of 
Canadian Universities for Northern Studies, Arctic 
Institute of North America, Boreal Institute, Center 
for Frontier Engineering Research, and the Science 
Institute of the NWT. Another dozen or so 
organizations were unable to send representatives to 
the meeting but will be consuJted by phone and mail 
over the next few weeks. 

A collective response should be ready for 
release by mid July. 

-30-

CONTACT: Robert Janes 
Science Institute 



SCIENCE INSTITUTE OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

87-131 

NWT STUDENT ATTENDS SCIENCE PROGRAM FOR GIFTED 
TEENAGERS 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 8) - The Science Institute of 
the Northwest Territories is providing a $3,100 
sponsorship to send a NWT student to the Shad Valley 
Program for Gifted Teenagers. 

Carol Boudreau, a graduate of Samuel Hearne 
Secondary School in Inuvik, will be the first 
northerner to participate in the program, which is 
described as "a school for scientific entrepreneurs". 
Following a four week, residential session at the 
University of Calgary (June 28 to July 25), Carol will 
be provided with two weeks of employment by Ferguson, 
Simek and Clark, engineers and architects, in 
Yellowknife. 

Before entering the program, students go 
through two screenings, one by program faculty and the 
other by local sponsors. To be successful, applicants 
must be in grade 11 or 12 and show high academic 
achievement, especially in math and sciences. They 
also must provide indications of creativity, 
demonstrated initiative and drive, and good 
interpersonal skills. There are only 250 places 
Canada-wide. 

Carol earned entrance into the program with a 
record that includes an honours academic standing and 
four Arctic Winter Games medals for speedskating. She 
is also a debater and a member of Junior Achievement in 
Inuvik. 
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The Shad Valley Program combines lectures by 
university professors with hands-on learning 
experiences. Subjects dealt with include mathematics, 
computing, engineering and business, with an emphasis 
on developing independence of thought and an innovative 
approach to problem solving. 

The program is organized by the Canadian Centre 
for Creative Technology in Waterloo and is funded 
through sponsorships like the one provided by the 
Science Institute. As more northern organizations 
choose to sponsor students, the participation 0f NY-IT 
students can be expected to grow. 
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CONTACT: Candace Savage 
Science Institute 
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL TAKES ACTION FEDERAL 
FREEZE JUN o 

~•,nrr I] , ·· 
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YELLOWKNIFE (June 8) - T ~ cfwe .\ <;ci/ ·rfci i is 
seeking an emergency meeting with key f eciErr-~ini ters 
respecting a funding freeze on projects relate~ 
Special ARDA, the Native Economic Development Program 
and the Economic Development Agreement. 

Last week, the Government of - the Northwest 
Territories was informed that the federal Department of 
Regional Industrial Expansion (DRIE) had cut off 
funding worth more than 175 million dollars to the NWT 
economy. 

Government Leader and Minister of Economic 
Development and Tourism Nick Sibbeston says the 
Executive Council has placed priority on securing 
Treasury Board Agreement to the DIANO components of the 
Economic Development Agreement. 

"To this end, GNWT ministers will be ca111ng 
Treasury Board mlnisters to seek their support this 
week. In addition, the Executive Council will be 
taking measures to ensure that the DRIE components of 
the Economic Development Agreement are considered by 
the Treasury Board as well." 

Mr. Sibbeston says senior officials are now 
travelling to Ottawa to begin making arrangements for a 
meeting with Bill McKnight (DIANO), Bernard Valcourt 
(Small Business and Tourism) and Michel Cote (DRIE). 
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Federal support is also being sought to have 
the Special ARDA and Native Economic Development 
Programs immediately reinstated as well. "We simply 
cannot afford to have the program frozen for even a 
short period of time," says Mr. Sibbeston. 

Mr. Sibbeston says he will be attending a 
meeting of federal, provincial and territorial 
ministers for Small Business on June 22nd in Montreal. 
At that time, he will discuss the matter with other 
affected governments and with the federal minister. 

"I must emphasize the Executive Council's deep 
concern over the federal government's current and long 
term commitments to funding the EDA, Special ARDA, and 
the NEDP." 

- 30 -

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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JOIN HANDS IN CONSERVATION: ELEVEN WINNERS 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 9) -
picked in the 1987 GNWT 

awards button. 

have been 

17 years, 
in the 

The annual spring contest, sponsored by the 
GNWT Department of Renewable Resources, drew 1,547 
entries this year. Ten schools received class and 
school awards. More than 200 entries won honorable 
mention and an awards button. 

This year the theme of the contest was "Join 
Hands in Conservation: Wildlife Needs You". The theme 
is set by the National Wildlife Federation which also 
judges the national competition in Ottawa. 

So far NWT students have represented the 
territories notably well. Last year, for the third 
time in six years, the national winner was from the 
NWT .. 
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NWT National Wildlife Week Poster Contest 1987 
winners are: Sharlyn Carter, age 16, grade 11, Diamond 
Jenness Secondary School, Hay River - "Be Wise. Keep 
us around to see for future eyes"; Bobby Drygeese, age 
15, Kaw Tay Whee School, Dettah - "Give Room for Them 
to Give Life"; Devon Kruggel, age 13, grade 7, Diamond 
Jenness Secondary School, Hay River - "Let Wildlife 
Never Become Old News"; Oqituq Laisa, age 10, Pitseolak 
School, Cape Dorset - "Save My Babies"; Bernice Lyall, 
age 16, grade 9, Ilihakvik School, Cambridge Bay - "God 
Gaveth Why Take Too Much Awayeth"; Angela Marie 
Mcinnes, age 14, Samuel Hearne Secondary School, Inuvik 
- "Shield Our Heart Don't Let Wildlife Die; Kirn 
Norwich, age 16, grade 11, Samuel Hearne Secondary 
School, Inuvik - "Join Hands in Conservation Wildlife 
Needs You"; Donna Sammurtok, age 16, grade 9, Victor 
Sammurtok School, Chesterfield Inlet - "Think Twice 
Before Killing You!"; Leanne Taneton, age 6, grade 1, 
Great Grandfather Ayah School, Fort Franklin - "Animals 
Need Homes"; Lionel Vegso, age 17, Diamond Jenness 
Secondary School, Hay River - "Saving One May Save 
Many"; and Justin washie, age 13, Rae Lakes Territorial 
School, Rae Lakes - "Keep to the Spirit of Our Land". 

This year there are 10 awards for schools and 
individual classes. jrhese awards recognize general 
excellence, high participation, originality, and 
understanding of conservation issues. 

Each winner will receive an engraved plaque and 
Arctic Animals, a recently published book by Fred 
Breurnmer. The winners are: Diamond Jenness Secondary 
School, Hay River; Netsilik School, Spence Bay; Nuiyak 
School, Sanikiluaq; Princess Alexandra School, Hay 
River; St. Joseph's Elementary School, Yellowknife; 
Class 3, Aquiggiq School, Lake Harbour; Grade 1, Great 
Grandfather Ayha School, Fort Franklin; Grade 4, J.B. 
Tyrell Elementary School, Fort Smith; Class 5 and 6, 
Mezi Community School, Lac la Martre; and Grade 6A and 
6B, Nakasuk School, Iqaluit. 
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CONTACT: Esther Tennenhouse 
Conservation Education 
Renewable Resources 
(403) 920-8716 



GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

87-134 

LAW REFORM COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS IMPL 
JURY ACT 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 10) - Minister 
Michael Ballantyne says the Committee on 
actively seeking solutions to the legal pr ems facing 
the Northwest Territories that recognize cultural 
uniqueness. 

It has completed its first working ·paper, in 
which it examines the recent amendment to the Jury Act, 
permitting unilingual aboriginal people to sit as 
jurors at a trial. The paper explores the legal and 
constitutional validity of the amendments, as well as 
ways to implement it. 

Mr. Ballantyne says the Law Reform Committee 
report calls the aim of the amendment beneficial, but 
says implementation is not without difficulty. It goes 
on to say the amendment is worthwhile and should be put 
in place. The report will prepare its final report 
after the report has been circulated publicly. 

According to the minister, the Law Reform 
Committee has made substantial progress on its next 
project, aimed at thorough reform of the Mechanic's 
Lien legislation of the NWT. "A great deal of research 
material has been gathered, and submissions have been 
sought from a wide range of interested parties." 

Other subjects to be studied include 
implications of culture on the justice system, the role 
of community elders as resource people in the criminal 
justice system, family law, and a study of the circuit 
court in the north. 
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Mr. Ballantyne says, "the government will 
continue its efforts to ensure that the people of the 
Northwest Territories have a legal system that is in 
keeping with their needs, aspirations and cultures." 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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WORLD AUTHORITIES SUPPORT CONSERVATI 
DEVELOPMENT TRENDS FOR NORTHWEST TER 
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YELLOWKNIFE (June 10) - Minister or , -
Resources Red Pedersen today outlined four 
recommendations which apply directly to the NWT from 
the "Only One Earth Forum" held last month in New York 
City. 

The forum, sanctioned by the United Nations 
Environment Program, brought-··over 100 in·ternational 
authorities together to discuss conservation and 
development trends. Mr. Pedersen says they also 
proposed practical steps for the world community to 
address critical issues. 

"During this forum, I spoke of conservation and 
development in the NWT", he says, "emphasizing that 
long term economic health will be intimately bound to 
the health of the natural environment." 

"We need to build a stable and balanced economy 
which can withstand external pressures caused by 
changes in the prices of minerals, oil or furs. The 
work of the Department of Renewable Resources is to 
develop an NWT Conservation Strategy as a primary tool 
in promoting sustainable development." 

The four recommendations were agreed to 
unanimously by the "Only One Earth Forum". ,,,.. 

1. Nature conservation and management 
practices should take into account not only the 
information and policies developed in academia and 
government, but also traditional knowledge, values and 
current management practices to be found among the 
actual users of the natural environment. 
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2. Development polici e s, projects, and 
legislation influencing tradit i onal hunting and fishing 
areas used by indigenous people shall be planned and 
implemented together with those people and without 
adversely affecting their food procurement 
possibilities. 

3. Dominant societies shall take prime 
responsibility in promoting, through legislative or 
other measures, the development of markets for products 
originating from aboriginal subsistence economies. 

4. Military installations and activities 
should be located so as to avo i d negative effects on 
civilian populations, particularly in terms of 
interference with traditional l and uses as well as 
impacts on important ecosystems. 

Mr. Pedersen says the territorial government 
must develop strategies to manage natural resources, 
renewable and non-renewable, so they yield the greatest 
sustainable benefit to present gen~rations, while 
maintaining the potential to meet the needs of future 
generations. 

"The NWT Conservation Strategy being developed 
by my department will help provide such direction and 
identify specific actions which promote the integration 
of environmental and economic goals." Mr. Pedersen 
says the first phase of this work will be completed 
this summer resulting in a conservation policy to be 
presented for formal approval. 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403} 920-6176 
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ARCTIC PUBLIC LEGAL EDUCATION AND INFORM 
SOCIETY RECEIVES TERRITORIAL AND FEDERAL 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 10) - Minister of Justice 
Michael Ballantyne has announced that funding for the 
Arctic Public Legal Education and Information Society 
will continue for another year. 

Mr. Ballantyne has signed an agreement with the 
federal Minister of Justice -Ray- Hnatyshyn - for - $70,000 
for Arctic P.L.E.I. The Government of the Northwest 
Territories will contribute $52,000 towards the 
operating expenses of the Society. 

Arctic P.L.E.I. is a non-profit organization 
set up in December 1985 to explain the law and the 
legal system to northerners. 

According to Mr. Ballantyne, the Society has 
been very successful in a short period of time by 
undertaking several projects to educate people in the 
north about the law. "This summer, two law students 
will travel to several NWT communities to hold seminars 
on everyday topics such as common law relationships, 
divorce, spousal assault, wills and impaired driving. 
The students will also explain the criminal justice 
system and court procedures." 
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Among Arctic P.L.E.I.'s other projects are a 
videotaped puppet show designed to teach children the 
moral and legal consequences of stealing. The show, 
produced in Yellowknife with local puppeteers has been 
translated into the native languages and will be 
distributed to elementary schools in the fall. The 
organization has also produced mock trial kits based on 
two famous northern court cases for use in junior and 
high schools and ran the 'Brown Bag Law Series' this 
year at the Yellowknife Public Library. 

Mr. Ballantyne says, "Arctic P.L.E.I. works 
closely with lawyers, courtworkers and police to 
produce materials of interest to the public. Public 
education of the law is of vital importance and I 
support the fine work being done by Arctic P.L.E.I." 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 

Judy Cross 
Executive Director 
Arctic P.L.E.I. 
(403) 920-2360 
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BRING YOUR SUNGLASSES TO THE NORTHERN 
CENTRE 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 10) - The Prince of Wales 
Northern Heritage Centre will be celebrating this 
year's summer solstice with the opening of its new 
Discovery Gallery. 

"It's completely different than what people 
usually exp~ct from museums," says Lynette Harper, 
Curator of Education/Extension and Professional 
Programs. "They'll be able to handle the displays and 
discover for themselves. The gallery will be of 
particular interest to families." 

The Discovery Gallery offers all sorts of 
things to learn about. There will be a wardrobe of 
clothing from across the North, and the world, for 
people to try on, including moosehide clothing, an 
Inuit parka designed for carrying a child, a Mexican 
poncho and Japanese farm work clothing. 

Another area features the northern version of 
Noah's Ark and materials to build your own inukshuk. 

The Heritage Centre is preparing a Northwest 
Coast Indian-style button blanket, and people will be 
able to add to it by sewing on buttons. There will be 
activity kits on hand so people can learn about trash 
can archaeology, how feathers work, spices from across 
the world and much more. 

Also included will be collections of rocks, 
bones and archaeological artifacts, a plastic human 
skeleton and a mounted muskox. 
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The Discovery Gallery will open Sunday, June 21 
at 2 p.m. The festivities start at 1:30 p.m., with a 
parade leaving from the Yellowknife Public Library, 
which will feature music and colorful characters like 
Ramona the Raven and the Pied Piper. Everyone is 
welcome to join in. 

Since the event is being held on the solstice, 
the theme is the sun. People will be able to draw 
their own sun calendar, the Pied Piper will be telling 
stories about the sun, and lemonade and sun-cookies 
will be served in the auditorium. 

Although some parts of the Discovery Gallery 
will be open during the Heritage Centre's regular 
hours, most of the displays will be open only part of 
the time. Summer hours for the Discovery place will be 
Wednesday to Saturday, from 1 to 3 p.m. 
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CONTACT: Lynette Harper 
Curator of Education/Extension and 
Professional Programs 
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7684 

Judy Edgar 
Administrator 
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
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CONTRACT SECURITY PILOT PROJECT EXTENDED 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 10) - The Minister 
Economic Development and Tourism is pleased to announce 
that the Contract Security Pilot Project is being 
extended throughout the Northwest Territories. 

"In addition to the program being extended, the 
$50,000 ceiling on the amount of security provided for 
any one project is being raised to $100,000~" said Nick ­
Sibbeston. 

The announcement followed a recommendation, 
supported by the NWT Housing Association, the 
construction industry, and the Territorial Business 
Loan Board, that the successful program be extended and 
the ceiling raised to $100,000. 

"Since its inception two years ago, the pilot 
project has helped 11 contractors in obtaining a total 
of over $4.2 million in contract securities," said Mr. 
Sibbeston. "This has levered contractors of over $4 
million and has created about 20 northern man years of 
employment." 

In 1985 the Department of Economic Development 
and Tourism initiated the two-year pilot project to 
combat a trend whereby northern contractors, who could 
not meet bonding or security requirements, could not 
get construction contracts. The proJect applied to NWT 
Housing Corporation and Department of Public Works and 
Highways contracts. 
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No money is physically transferred to the 
contractor, but funds are allocated for this purpose, 
and are payable to the owner if the contractor defaults 
on the terms of the contract. 

"To date, I am pleased to say, no contractors 
have defaulted, and no funds have been paid to the 
owner," Mr. Sibbeston said. 

CONTACT: 

.. , 
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Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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WILDLIFE CONFERENCE TO LOOK AT SPECTRUM OF ISSUES 
JUN l 2 i987 

nt of N.W.T, 
YELLOWKNIFE (June 11) - Delegates vst,aow·11., tte. N.W.T. 

Annual Federal-Provincial/Territorial Wildlif~e=---------­
Conference will be looking at a broad spec~ m~o~ 
issues during their stay in Tuktoyaktuk next week. 

"The delegates will be looking at the past and 
present realities of wildlife in Canada," says Red 
Pedersen, Minister of Renewable Resource~. "They -will 
be divided into nine workshops and asked to develop a 
future course of action for a variety of wildlife 
issues." 

Mr. Pedersen is hosting the conference, on 
behalf of the territorial government. 

Mary Simon, President of the Inuit Circumpolar 
Conference will chair a workshop in which delegates 
will examine wildlife values within the context of 
ethics, culture, religion, the social structure of the 
North and native hunting rights. 

Ways to accommodate the various demands placed 
on wildlife by traditional users, commercial operators 
and recreational hunters will be addressed during a 
session chaired by James Bourgue, NWT Deputy Minister 
of Renewable Resources. 
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Managing endangered wildlife in Canada will be 
the topic of a workshop chaired by Gordon Kerr, 
Director of the Western and Northern Region of the 
Canadian Wildlife Service. Michael Keating, a reporter 
with the Globe and Mail, will head a workshop designed 
to examine the effects of environmental contaminants 
like toxic chemicals, heavy metals, acid rain and the 
long-range transport of air pollutants on the 
environment. 

Delegates will examine some aspects of the 
economics of wildlife management, including game 
ranching, hunting, trapping, outfitting and tourism, as 
well as the maintenance and pursuit of traditional 
values during a workshop chaired by Nellie Cournoyea, 
MLA for Nunakput. 

New approaches and initiatives for wildlife 
support will be the topic of a workshop chaired by 
Barry Turner, MP for Ottawa-Carleton. Excise taxes, 
user fees, licences and permits, tax refund check-offs, 
sale of art prints and gold medallions and other 
sources of revenue for wildlife support, sharing funds 
for wildlife management and how to do more with less 
will be reviewed. 

Land management for wildlife will be examined 
during a workshop chaired by Larry Jahn, President of 
the Wildlife Management Institute. This session will 
look at refuges, ecological reserves, landscapes (both 
public and private), economic values, economic issues 
and environmental contaminants. 

National and international co-operative 
agreeements will be looked at in a workshop chaired by 
J.A. {Tony) Keith, Director, Wildlife Toxicology and 
Surveys Branch of the Canadian Wildlife Service. And 
participation in resolving issues will be studied 
during a workshop headed by Dr. Peter Pearse, Professor 
of Forestry and Economics, University of British 
Columbia. 
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The recommendations from these workshops will 
be formally submitted to each jurisdiction in Canada to 
assist wildlife managers in planning for the future. A 
number of provincial and territorial wildlife 
ministers, senior government representatives and 
non-government delegates will attend. 
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CONTACT: Paul Gray 
Supervisor, Habitat Management Section 
Wildlife Management Division 
Department of Renewable Resources 
(403) 873-7765 

Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7615 
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SEXUAL HARASSMENT POLICY ADOPTED BY EXEC TIVE 

POLICY JUN 1 2 '{}87 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 11) - Minister of 
Red Pedersen has announced details of a poli 

~ '>-u-.••'W'_ k nt ot N.W .T. 
'i;anowknife. t 1.W.T-

protecting all GNWT employees from sexual ha l_gJ~~.R-t~ Hr---~-~ 
the workplace. 

Mr. Pedersen says the policy was developed in 
consultation with the Canadian Human Rights Commission , 
the employees' associations and all departments and 
regions of the territorial government, including the 
Women's Secretariat. 

"Sexual harassment is coercive and one-sided," 
says Mr. Pedersen. "Both males and females can be 
victims of it. It may occur one time only, or many 
times. It may be initiated by a co-worker or 
supervisor." 

In order to protect territorial government 
employees, Mr. Pede r sen says investigation of 
complaints will ensure confidentiality . The minister 
goes on to say "disciplinary action will be taken in 
all substantiated cases." 

The nature of the action will depend on the 
severity of the case, but can include dismissal . "As 
well, false accusations will be viewed as serious 
offenses and could result in similar disciplinary 
action." Mr . Pedersen says the policy is designed to 
be progressive and compassionate . 
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Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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SEPARATE SUPPLY AND LABOUR CONTRACTS SUCC 
FOR NORTHERNERS 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 11} - Minister responsi 
for the Housing Corporation Michael Ballantyne say 
new process of tendering for supply and labour 
contracts has created greater economic opportunities 
for northern businesses and communities. 

Eighty-five per cent of the 1987 housing 
contracts have been awarded so far. Mr. Ballantyne 
says approximately 96 per cent of these contracts have 
gone to northern companies. 

"That is a substantial increase over last year, 
when only 41 per cent of the 1986 capital project 
contracts were awarded to northerners." 

Mr. Ballantyne says in addition, northern 
suppliers continue to win a significant share of 
corporation supply contracts. So far this year, 
northern suppliers have been awarded 91 per cent of the 
contracts totalling $13 million. 

"This is the first year that separate supply 
and labour contracts have been let for projects 
throughout the entire NWT," says Mr. Ballantyne. "The 
fact that 96 per cent of Housing Corporation labour 
contracts and 91 per cent of supply contracts have been 
awarded to northern firms indicates this method of 
tendering successful. It has met the objective of 
creating greater economic opportunities in the north." 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 

Hiram Beaubier 
President 
NWT Housing Corporation 
(403) 873-7850 
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NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SCIENCE PROGRA" 
FOLLOW 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 11) - Students in 

.. 
• • 

• . .. - . -
to four will be learning an exciting new s~ience 
program next year as the result of a fresh focus on 
science education. 

Minister of Education Dennis Patterson explains 
that the main goal is to provide a framework for 
building science concepts, skills, attitudes and 
language so that students can achieve literacy in 
science. 

He says unique science units are being produced 
for grades one, two and three which combine both 
science and elements of language development. "These 
units have been developed carefully so that they can be 
adapted for all language situations in the NWT," says 
Mr. Patterson. 

Traditional science teaching methods have been 
mixed with many elements of second language teaching. 
Mr. Patterson explains, "students are practicing 
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in a 
science context. Students will be learning the 
language of science, and how to use it in the natural 
setting they are familiar with." 
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The new program will be easier to follow and 
provides teachers with more resources and teaching 
units than the earlier version. The minister says the 
units were created for a northern context and encourage 
students to explore their unique relationship with the 
environment from both a traditional and a contemporary 
perspective. The units cover such topics as arctic and 
subarctic land animals, polar bears and black bears, 
birds, marine mammals and fish of the territories. 

Mr. Patterson calls it the most comprehensive 
program and curriculum guide that education has 
produced to date. "As a result the Elementary Science 
Program is being extremely well received in our 
schools, and has received many favourable comments from 
other jurisdictions as well." 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
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TERRITORIAL I NITIATIVES ON NORTHERN ACCORD SEEN AS 
POSITIVE 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 17) - Government Leader Nick 
Sibbeston says there has been a positive response to 
the territorial government's efforts to negotiate an 
oil and gas accord with the federal government. 

"The federal government has indicated through 
its Frontier Energy Policy that it wants to move 
towards shared management and shared revenues from oil 
and gas resources - both offshore and onshore," says 
Mr. Sibbeston. 

He credits the Honourable Tom Butters, Minister 
for Energy, Mines and Resources for the work so far. 
"The Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs has 
indicated to Mr. Butters his willingness to seek a 
detailed negotiating mandate from the federal cabinet." 

For onshore resources, the Government of the 
NWT is seeking responsibility for the management of oil 
and gas resources including: the approval and 
regulation of exploration, development and production 
projects ; the determination of royalties ; and the 
management of benefits . 

For the federal offshore areas , the territorial 
government wants a management regime that will 
represent both governments equally . 
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"The Northern Accord that the Executive Council 
proposes would constitute still another important step 
in the direction of placing northern development in the 
hands of northerners," says Mr. Sibbeston. "It will 
allow the Government of the NWT to foster oil and gas 
resource development in a manner that is compatible 
with other territorial priorities such as environmental 
protection, renewable resource development and 
aboriginal rights." 

Mr. Sibbeston says as well, such an Accord will 
affirm the importance of the North and of northern 
governments in the broader national perspective. 

"It recognizes that we in the North have a 
responsibility to all Canadians, to act as the 
custodians or protectors of a national treasure, while 
at the same time, allowing northerners to share fully 
in that wealth." 

"Finally," says Mr. Sibbeston, "the Northern 
Accord provides yet another opportunity for northerners 
to provide an example for all Canadians. We can 
demonstrate that the rights of aboriginal peoples are 
compatible and complementary to the functioning of 
public government." 

According to the Government Leader, the 
involvement of aboriginal groups in the negotiating 
process will ensure that their rights are provided for 
in the final agreement. 

"More significantly, it gives the Government of 
the NWT an opportunity to entrench in the Accord, 
provisions for the meaningful participation of native 
people in the management regimes for petroleum 
resources. This is particularly important to the 
native organizations today, given that the so-called 
'generalized interest' concept has been explicitly 
taken off the claims negotiation table by the recent 
federal comprehensive claims policy." 



Territorial Initiatives On Northern Accord Seen As 
Positive Page: 3 

Mr. Sibbeston says the Executive Council is 
optimistic that an oil and gas accord can be worked out 
between the Government of the NWT and the federal 
government. "Through the full participation of the 
aboriginal groups and through ongoing consultation with 
the oil and gas industry itself, the resulting accord 
will be one that is beneficial not only to northerners, 
but to all of Canada as well." 
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Press Secretary 
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MENING I TI S CONTROL PROGRAM SET FOR NORTHWEST 
TERRITORIES 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 17) - Minister of Health 
Bruce McLaughlin has announced the highlights of an 
important effort to protect northern children from a 
form of meningitis, Haemophil u s Influenzae Type B 
(Hib). 

Hib meningitis causes death in about 5 to 10 
percent of those children infected and leaves another 
20 to 40 percent with permanent disabilities affecting 
the lungs, bones and middle ears . Ninety percent of 
Hib meningitis occurs in children under the age of two 
years, but the preventive shots are not effective for 
this age group. 

According to Mr. McLaughlin, new vaccines have 
now been developed to protect children under the age of 
two years . A Canadian company, Connaught Laboratories 
of Toronto, has found its vaccine to be safe and a 
protection against Hib meningitis in a study involving 
61,000 infants in Finland . 

" My department and Health and Welfare Canada 
are collaborating with Connaught Laboratories in a 
project to provide protections for our children , " says 
Mr. McLaughlin . The project will consist of two parts 
and be conducted over the next three years . 
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"First, we will confirm that the vaccine is 
just as safe and as effective in producing antibodies 
against Hib in northern native infants as it is in the 
infants of Finland. This part of the project will 
involve 200 infants between two and three months old. 
Half of them will receive their regular vaccines as 
will as Hib shots. A blood sample taken at seven or 
eight months of age will confirm that the second part 
of the project should proceed." 

Mr. McLaughlin says in the second half of the 
project, "those infants who did not receive the Hib 
vaccine in part one, and all others infants and 
children in the NWT between the ages of 2 and 23 months 
of age will be offered the Hib vaccine." 

Connaught Laboratories is providing all the 
vaccine needed over the next three years and with 
laboratory support. The other costs will be shared by 
the territorial and federal governments. 

"As a result of this project," says Mr. 
McLaughlin, "people may expect a major reduction in the 
number of cases of Hib meningitis and in other serious 
Hib infections in the Northwest Territories." 
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Press Secretary 
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SPECIAL TRAI NING PROGRAM FOR SCHOOL PRINCIPALS 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 17) - Minister of Education 
Dennis Patterson has announced a program to train 
territorial school principals as administrators. 

"The development of an effective education 
system is dependent on the quality of the teaching 
staff and ski l led leadership," says Mr. Patterson. "If 
we hope to mak e significant progress in improving our 
schools, the principal as leader and administrator is a 
crucial eleme n t." 

The s i x-week training program will begin this 
October. The training will take place in regional 
centres throughout the territories. The training will 
be broken into one and two week sessions over a two 
year period. 

When they have completed the course, 
individuals wi ll have a probationary period as a 
principal and ~ill receive certification as a school 
administrator in the NWT. 

The NWT is in the forefront in Canada in 
instituting principal training and certification 
programs. On l y the Ontario Department of Education 
determines bo t h criteria and specific content for 
training school principals, and only three provinces -
Ontario, Manitoba and New Brunswick - require 
principals to obtain certification as school 
administrators. 
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"This training program will provide our 
principals and prospective principals, with access to 
knowledge, and practice in skills, that will equip them 
to work effectively and efficiently to improve our 
schools," says Mr. Patterson. 
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CO-ORDINATION TO HELP VICTI MS OF CRI ME PROPOSED IN 
LEGISLATION 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 17) - Minister of Justice 
Michael Ballantyne plans to table draft legislation in 
the Legislative Assembly which would provide the 
establishmen t of a committee to co-ordinate help for 
victims of crime. 

Mr. Ballantyne says victims of crime 
legislation is a high priority throughout Canada and 
the Northwest Territories has been involved for several 
years . He points out however , that a great number of 
deficiencies exist in providing information and 
assistance to the victim and making services available. 

" It is important that this be done on a 
co-ordinated basis so that social, legal and community 
assistance is available to them , " says Mr . Ballantyne . 
"Victims of crime need help and counselling for crimes 
involving violence or sex ual abuse . Information and 
counselling services for witnesses a nd victims of 
criminal acts will also need to be provided ." 

Mr . Bal l antyne says ways to provide statements 
to the court about the impact of a crime is being 
e xplored , along with the quick return of seized 
property bei ng used as evidence . 

" In t he Northwest Territories ," says Mr . 
Bal lan tyne , " i t i s trucial that se r v i ces provided t o 
the victims are a v ailabl e not o nly i n English , but i n 
aborigi n al languages ." 
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The minister notes that these initiatives are 
important and long overdue. "If the criminal justice 
system is to continue to enjoy credibility with the 
people that it is supposed to serve, it is imperative 
that these initiatives are taken without further 
delay." 
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BEAUFORT - MACKENZIE DELTA REGIONAL LAND USE 
PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTED 

OTTAWA (June 16) - The Honourable Bill 
McKnight, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development and the Honourable Red Pedersen, NWT 
Minister of Renewable Resources, appointed members to 
the Beaufort - Mackenzie Delta Regional Land Use 
Planning Commission today. 

The establishment of this commission provides 
the means through which federal, territorial and 
regional priorities and preferences can be realized. 
"With indications of renewed interest in hydrocarbon 
development in the Mackenzie Delta, it is imperative 
that a regional land use plan be completed as soon as 
possible," said Mr. McKnight. "Such a plan will 
provide the necessary framework to guide future 
economic development decisions in the region." 

"The Commission will provide a plan which 
represents the priorities of residents and will advise 
federal and territorial governments on the use of land 
and water," said Mr. Pedersen. "Protection of the 
environment and sustaining the resources of the 
Northwest Territories are priorities of our 
government." 

The Beaufort - Delta Commission serves not only 
the Northern Land use Planning Program but also 
satisfies the specific provisions of the Inuvialuit 
Final Agreement. 

Canada 

du Nord-Quest 
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It reports to the two ministers through the 
Northwest Territories Land Use Planning Commission. 
This is an independent agency which develops land use 
plans which will contribute to the future social, 
economic and environmental well-being of the NWT 
residents, taking into account the interests of all 
Canadians. 

Both ministers reaffirmed their commitment to 
the co-operative planning process and want to make sure 
it is an effective tool for establishing regional 
preferences and priorities. 

Commission members are Les Lee Carpenter (Sachs 
Harbour), Billy Day (Inuvik), Charles Haogak (Sachs 
Harbour), and Bill Mair (Victoria), appointed on the 
basis of recommendations by the Inuvialuit. Charlie 
Furlong (Aklavik) and John Itsi (Fort McPherson) were 
recommended by the Mackenzie Delta Regional Council. 
Representing the Northwest Territories Land Use 
Planning Commission are Alex Aviugana (Inuvik) and Tom 
Beck (Calgary). 
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ALEX AVIUGANA, a resident of Inuvik, has had a long 
involvement with the game council, renewable resources, 
environmental concerns and issues affecting hunters and 
trappers. He is a member of the Inuvialuit Game 
Council, the Joint Fisheries Management Committee, and 
the Northwest Territories Land Use Planning Commission. 

TOM BECK, a resident of Calgary, was formerly with 
Aquitane. He is well respected by the oil and gas 
industry and northerners. He served on the Task Force 
on Northern Conservation and as Chairperson of the 
Canadian Environmental Advisory Council. Mr. Beck now 
works as a private consultant. He is a member of the 
Northwest Territories Land Use Planning Commission. 

LES LEE CARPENTER, Mayor of Sachs Harbour, formerly 
worked as Secretary Manager to the Sachs Harbour 
Settlement Council and as a CBC announcer. He was also 
President of the Inuvialuit Regional Corporation. He 
now serves as Commissioner of the Inuvialuit Land 
Administration Commission and Chairman of the Board of 
the Inuvialuit Petroleum Corporation. 

BILLY DAY, a resident of Inuvik, worked for the NWT 
Department of Social Services before returning to his 
Mackenzie Delta Trapline in 1975. He was a strong 
supporter of the WARM proposal, a Western Arctic 
Regional Municipality with strong legislative powers. 
He served as President of the Committee for Original 
People's Entitlement, and has recently joined the Board 
of the Inuvialuit Regional Corporation and has been 
elected Chief of the Inuvik Community Corporation. 

CHARLIE FURLONG, a resident of Aklavik, where he is the 
Metis Local President and worked for ten years as Band 
Manager for the Aklavik Band Council. He acted as 
Regional Co-ordinator for the Berger Commission. He 
has served as President of the Mackenzie Delta Regional 
Council for the past two years, and was a National 
Committee Member of the Dene Nation and Chairman of the 
Denendeh Development Corporation. 



CHARLES HAOGAK, a resident of Sachs Harbour, served 
both as Vice-President and acting President for the 
Committee for Original People's Entitlement. He also 
served as the Director for the Inuvialuit Development 
Corporation and as a Director of Madison Oil and Gas 
Limited of Calgary. Presently he is the Chief 
Community Councillor for the Sachs Harbour Community 
Corporation and a member of the Inuvialuit Regional 
Corporation. 

JOHN ITSI, a resident of Fort McPherson, where he is 
President of the Hunters and Trappers Association and 
works a trapline. He has served as Chief of Fort 
McPherson and worked closely with the Dene Nation on 
the beginning of land claims negotiations. The band 
has given Mr. Itsi an unofficial portfolio on land 
issues and specifically seeks his advice on Yukon 
harvesting and land issues. 

BILL MAIR, a resident of Victoria, B.C., where he works 
as a private consultant. He formerly served as the 
Deputy Minister of Mines, Resources and Environmental 
Management in Manitoba, as the Director General for the 
western provinces for the Department of Regional 
Economic Expansion and as a member of the Task Force on 
Northern Conservation. Presently he is the Chairman of 
the Wildlife Management Advisory Council and Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the Joint Secretariat 
formed under the Inuvialuit Final Agreement. 



GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

87-148 

I NNOVATIVE APPROACHES 
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YELLOWKNIFE (June 18) :-"" ·· ·1 veral innovative and 
unique approaches to awarding and carrying out 
territorial government capital projects have been made 
public by the Minister of Public Works and Highways. 

In tabling a discussion paper on Maximizing 
Local and Northern Employment and Business 
Opportunities on Construction Projects in the 
Legislative Assembly, Gordon Wray noted the need to 
ensure that a higher level of government money remains 
in the Northwest Territories. 

"As extensive capital facilities are required 
in virtually every NWT community to support the 
programs and services of the government, the manner in 
which we deliver our construction program is very 
important to the northern economy. As a result, the 
Department of Public Works and Highways and the NWT 
Housing Corporation have been highly involved in 
developing and implementing policies and procedures 
related to achieving a high level of local and northern 
involvement in our construction." 

Already, DPW has put several requirements in 
place which include the use of local commercial 
accommodations in communities, preference to northern 
architectural and engineering consultants and recording 
the amount of local' and northern involvement in 
contracts . 
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The NWT Housing Corporation has also been 
actively involved in developing new policies which 
include the use of separate supply and erect contracts 
for most of its projects. 

Mr. Wray says the continued use of more local 
and northern worker~ and businesses calls for 
significant financial and staff input from a number of 
government departments. "Also," he says, 
"implem~ntation of ihese local and northern involvement 
approaches will increase the cost of projects, 
construction time will be extended and more time will 
be required for planning." 

Mr. Wray goes on to say that buildings of wood 
are more labour-intensive and provide more 
opportunities for local involvement and carpentry 
training. He warns that project management workload 
and government overhead costs will be increased. 

"However," says Mr. Wray, "the Executive 
Council fully believes that the overall benefits to the 
NWT will outweigh the initial added cost and effort by 
all concerned." 

The Legislative Assembly, communities, the NWT 
CoQstructioo Associatioo anQ the busines$ sector are 
being solicited for their views on the discussion 
paper. Mr. Wray says the new approaches will be 
finalized in three months to make sure they can be in 
place for the 1988-89 capital projects. 

"We have a unique opportunity to maximize the 
northern employment benefits from capital construction 
in virtually every community. Let's take full 
advantage of it." 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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ABE MILLER WORKSHOP RECEIVES $200,000 CONTRIBUTION 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 22) - Michael Ballantyne (MLA 
Yellowknife North) has announced an Executive Council 
decision to contribute $200,000 towards construction of 
the new Abe Miller Workshop. The Yellowknife 
Association for the Mentally Handicapped has been 
conducting a campaign - Project 20 - to raise $500,000 
for a new centre. 

Mr. Ballantyne says, "the government's 
commitment to the new facility will provide the money 
necessary for construction of the new centre to begin 
this year." Some $300,000 has been raised privately 
towards the pre-vocational training centre for 
handicapped adults from across the NWT. Much of the 
fundraising has been done through the Lion and Lioness 
Club of Yellowknife. 

In the last ten years, 67 people have taken 
part in programs at the Abe Miller Workshop. 

"I am proud of our government's support for 
this much-needed northern centre," says Mr. Ballantyne. 
"My colleagues, Education Minister Dennis Patterson and 
Social Services Minister Bruce McLaughlin have joined 
me in supporting the Association's goals and objectives 
100 percent." 

Mr. Ballantyne also notes the strong support of 
the two other MLA's for Yellowknife - Ted Richard and 
Bob MacQuarrie and the untiring campaigning by Dave 
Matthews, President of the Yellowknife Association for 
the Mentally Handicapped. 
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The new 4,400 square foot community-based 
training facility will rep~ace the existing centre 
which is a 22 year old double-wide classroom on 53rd 
Street in Yellowknife. It will include a large work 
area for students, along with classrooms, storage 
space, a meeting room, office space and an 
administration area. Chong Park and Associates Ltd. of 
Yellowknife are the project consultants. 

"The pre-vocational Centre provides services 
and training to mentally handicapped individuals 
striving to gain a greater degree of independence," 
says Mr. Ballantyne. "It's a matter of great pride 
that people in Yellowknife and the Government of the 
Northwest Territories continue to provide 
ever-improving services for our mentally handicapped 
citizens." 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 

Dave Matthews 
President of Yellowknife Association 
for Mentally Handicapped 
(403) 873-2218 
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TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT TO COLLABORAT 

\ 
YELLOWKNIFE (June 23) - Socia Service~ ~~87 

Minister Bruce McLaughlin says the Te ritor i ~a ~d 
Federal Governments will be collaborat · ng on <1n~\lbil. · ~ /· 
awareness campaign dealing with alcoho a~ ;g'~~te.~·W·~·-=--~ 
drugs. 

The campaign is part of Canada's Action Plan on 
Drug Abuse announced by Federal Minister of National 
Health and Welfare Jake Epp on June 11. 

Its first phase is aimed at young people aged 
11 to 13 and is designed to teach them the benefits of 
being "drug free." The second phase, due to start in 
September, will be aimed at the parents of young 
people. It will promote communications between parents 
and their children, as well as provide information to 
better equip parents to discuss drugs and alcohol use 
with their children. 

"The Territorial Government is now starting to 
work more closely with the national campaign," says Mr. 
McLaughlin. "The NWT will again be involved with the 
national Drug Awareness Week to be held in November and 
there is some discussion on joining in on a national 
forum." 

The Department of Social Services is planning a 
number of projects for the campaign, including a new 
booklet on the types of drugs and their 
characteristics. 
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CONTACT: Jo-Anne Crate Thomas 
Program Specialist, Alcohol and Drug Services 
Department of Social Services 
{403) 920-8005 
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FOREST FIRE UPDATE 

I'"\ <j . -· ' .. ~ °\. 
~~ ·v .' ~' 

FORT SMITH (June 23) - Fifty-fo~r of ' he 62 
forest fires reported this year in the N\ rthwest 
Territories were located in the Yel lowkni 1 e, (,)iiort ,.._ 
Simpson and Fort Smith districts. r-:~ 

Eight fires were reported in the Norman 
Wells/Inuvik area. 

The Territorial Forest Fire Centre has spent 
$1.5 million this season on fire suppression and about 
105 hectares have burned. The Government of the 
Northwest Territories assumed responsibility for the 
fire suppression program in April, 1987. 

Report forest fires to your local renewable 
resources officer or call the operator and ask for the 
toll free number Zenith 5555. 
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CONTACT: Duty Officer 
Territorial Forest Fire Centre 
Fort Smith, NWT 
(403) 872-2103 

Judy McLinton, Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
Yellowknife, NWT 
(403) 873-7257 
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BUSI NESS 

for officials 
Fort Smith. 

Responsibility for the management of forestry 
and fire suppression programs transferred from the 
federal government to the Government of the Northwest 
Territories in April. Both programs now ·are 
administered by the Territorial Department of Renewable 
Resources. 

"There will be no basic changes in t he fire 
fighting policy at this time," says Renewable Resources 
Minister Red Pedersen. "The established system of fire 
attack zones with priority and observation zones are 
being maintai ned." 

However, changes in the fire suppression 
program could be initiated once the three-year term of 
the transfer agreement is complete. The Territorial 
government agreed to maintain the current system and to 
operate with t he current budget for three years. 

"Our mandate is to deliver a program reflecting 
the wishes of NWT residents," adds Pedersen . "A number 
of avenues are open for investigation such as 
determining what, where and when to spend money in 
particular areas . " 
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Administrative procedures for hiring fire 
fighting crews and purchasing goods and services now 
follow the Territorial government's Business Incentive 
and Affirmative Action policies. A greater emphasis is 
placed on northern hiring and the use of northern 
suppliers, states the minister. 

Routine decisions on fire fighting issues are 
handled by the district managers in Fort Smith, Fort 
Simpson, Yellowknife, Norman Wells and Inuvik. 

The agreement resulted in the transfer of 200 
employees from Indian and Northern Affairs Canada to 
the Government of the NWT. Fire crews and resources 
are in place at various locations throughout the 
Mackenzie Valley and Delta. Contracts for the 
provision of fire crews have been signed with native 
development corporations in Fort Smith, Hay River, 
Rae-Edzo, Fort Providence and Fort Simpson. Additional 
emergency fire crews will be hired locally, when 
required, in other communities. 

"A reorganization of our department was 
required to accommodate these changes, particularly at 
the community level, and an amalgamation of programs 
now is underway," says Pedersen. "This requires 
renewable resource officers to take on the additional 
work of fire officers and former INAC resource 
management officers to assume the duties of our 
renewable resource officers." 

The Territorial government received a $24.1 
million budget and buildings, facilities, land and 
assets valued at $24.5 million under the transfer 
agreement. The budget includes funding for the use of 
two Transport Canada CL-215 water bombers and an $8.2 
million annual operating budget. 

"We consider forestry management and fire 
suppression an integral part of our overall resource 
management strategy," adds the minister. "Greater 
involvement from local residents, native and community 
organizations is expected following the establishment 
of a Resource Management Board." 
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CONTACT: Judy McLinton, Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
Yellowknife, NWT 
(403) 873-7257 
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JOINT FILM AND VIDEO AGREEMENT SIGNED 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 26) - The National Film Board 
of Canada (NB) and · e Government of the Northwest 
Territories oday 0 's':if~~ · ri .~lm and video distribution 
agreement wh i ch will make it ead ier for northern 
residents to !obta ~1e/ ~B P,__r~duct i ons. 

,_., '--: •l.•>-1 I l -- v,_,, I 
The ag ~eJemeiR-~ ,1wa,s F~iqne~ by Government Film 

' ' , ' , 1.: -r- < 0 , I '1 v'V T l • 
Comm1ss1oner

1 
and ~·1~FB: r:G~ a .J:fml:1n Ff anco1s N. Macerola, 

Deputy MinisEer -o-£ -GYl t...ur~-- and 1communications Art 
Sorensen and Acting Deputy Minister of Education Gail 
Joyce. 

Under the terms of the agreement, the NFB will 
provide the Department of Education and the Department 
of Culture and Communications with 150 video cassettes 
of NFB productions over a three-year period, at a unit 
cost of $24 per cassette. Electronic reproduction 
rights will be granted to the departments at a rate of 
$3 per minute for a three-year period. 

The new agreement will enable the Department of 
Education to supplement its collection of NFB 16mm 
films with video cassettes of the most popular 
productions. 

"Video is a highly popular medium for 
education, culture and entertainment," said Mrs. Joyce. 
"We predict it will have popular appeal as an alternate 
form of education . " 
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The Department of Culture and Communications 
will be able to provide community-based libraries with 
video cassettes of Canadian instructional and cultural 
material. Videos will be available from public library 
depots and school resource centres in 25 communities in 
the NWT. 

"The type of free video loan service that has 
been available in southern libraries will be available 
for the first time in the NWT," said Mr. Sorensen. 
"These videos, about Canada and Canadians, will be an 
extension of the information traditionally available in 
libraries." 

"This agreement provides several much-needed 
access points in the Northwest Territories for NFB 
productions," said Mr. Macerola. "I am extremely 
grateful that the officials of both the Department of 
Education and the Department of Culture and 
Communications are helping the NFB achieve its 
objective of facilitating public access to our films 
and videos by sharing the distribution of our 
productions." 

The signing of the agreement coincides with a 
meeting of the NFB's Board of Trustees in Yellowknife. 
The trustees will be addressed by the Honourable Nick 
Sibbeston, Government Leader and MLA for Nahendeh, and 
by Francois Paulette, Chairman of the Dene Cultural 
Institute. 

Board members and the public last night 
attended a screening of two NFB productions in 
Yellowknife. Foster Child, a documentary by Metis film 
maker Gil Cardinal, traces his search at age 35 to find 
his natural family. Edge of Ice is an hour-long 
award-winning documentary about the sub-Arctic ice 
eco-system, directed by William Hansen. 

During their stay in the NWT, the trustees will 
also be guests at a dinner in Detah, hosted by the 
Government of the NWT. 
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Joining the Board of Trustees for the first 
time are four members recently appointed for three-year 
terms: 
- Hanna Fisher, Executive Director of the Vancouver 

International Film Festival; 
- Marc Dorion, a Quebec City lawyer who practices 

commercial, tax and corporate law; 
- Jocelyne Bourgon, Assistant Deputy Minister of 

Corporate Policy and Communications, federal 
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources; 

- Gaetan Lussier, Deputy Minister and Chairman of 
Employment and Immigration Canada. 

The appointments complete membership of the 
NFB's Board of Trustees which consists of nine members, 
four of whom are from the public service and five of 
whom are prominent citizens representing the various 
geographical regions of the country. 
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CONTACT: Mireille Kermoyan/Ann Vautier 
Communications Division 
National Film Board of Canada 
(514) 283-9253 

Marion Pape 
Chief, Public Library Services 
Department of Culture and Communications 
(403) 874-6531 
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NATIVE 

' The future of the 
Northwest Ter ories is intimately tied to the fate of 
the natural environment," Renewable Resources Minister 
Red Pedersen told delegates to the 51st 
Federal-Provincial/Territorial Wildlife Conference held 
recently in Tuktoyaktuk. 

"The natural environment has shaped northern 
society since the beginning of human occupation some 
2,500 years ago," he said. "It's only because 
conservation has been practised for thousands of years 
that we have something to conserve today." 

Mr. Pedersen says however that life in the NWT 
has changed radically in the past 30 years. 

"The people of the Northwest Territories live 
in a world of two economies: a traditional economy 
based on the renewable resources found here, which is 
contingent upon a high standard of environmental 
quality, and a wage economy based largely on 
non-renewable resource development, which tends to 
reduce environmental quality." 

According to the minister, many northern 
residents want to participate in the wage economy, 
while keeping strong ties to the traditional ways and 
their cultural heritage. He says the decisions facing 
northern residents right now are confusing, and a wrong 
choice cou l d jeopardize the existence of northern 
cultures. 
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"Long-term survival and stability will depend 
on the methods we develop to ensure that the 
contrasting, often conflicting, demands of our modern 
society are compatible and mutually supportive." 

The Department of Renewable Resources has 
developed programs to handle these demands, including a 
NWT conservation strategy based on the philosophy that 
balanced development provides the only solution to the 
economic, cultural and environmental issues. 

The strategy is designed to maintain the 
ecology and life support systems on which human 
survival and development depend. It is also intended 
to preserve the genetic ~iversity of wildlife and 
achieve a level of use which will support domestic, 
recreational and commercial renewable resource 
activities. 

"It will provide a decision-making tool which 
will ensure the stewardship and 'wise-use' of all our 
natural resources," Mr. Pedersen says. 
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CONTACT: Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
Department of Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7615 
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CONFERENCE AUCTION RAISES MONEY FOR TUKTOYAKTUK 

YELLOWKNIFE {June 26) - Tuktoyaktuk hockey 
players will be skating in style this winter, thanks to 
money raised during the 51st Federal-Provincial/ 
Territorial Wildlife Conference, held in the community 
last week. Bids from a fund-raising auction and cash 
donations totalled about $14,000. 

"We originally thought we'd raise $4,000 or 
$5,000," said Paul Gray, a member of the conference 
organizing committee. "The bids probably went so high 
because the auction was held to raise money for the 
community. And speeches given by key people like NWT 
MLA Nellie Cournoyea and Yukon MLA Norma Kassi 
encouraged the bidding to continue." 

Since the auction raised more than enough money 
to outfit Tuk's hockey players, it will be left up to 
the community to decide what to do with the rest. 

About 115 people, including conference 
delegates and residents of Tuktoyaktuk and Inuvik bid 
on about 60 items. They were donated by governments 
and non-government organizations in Canada, the United 
States and Great Britain, as well as private industry. 

Local children donated a small, sealskin 
replica of a muskox, which normally retails for $15. 
It sold for $200. Two representatives from Ducks 
Unlimited Canada were relieved of the sweaters on their 
backs. The sweaters were then put on the auction 
block. 
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Other items included a Robert Bateman print, 
which sold for $1,350; lunch with federal Environment 
Minister Tom McMillan; supper with Senator Rheal 
Belisle; a duck telephone; native crafts, carvings, art 
prints, and trinkets. 
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CONTACT: Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
Department of Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7615 

Paul Gray 
Supervisor, Habitat Management 
Department of Renewable Resources 
(403) 873-7765 
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NWT ARCHIVES ACQUIRE BUD ORANGE PAPERS 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 29) - The Northwest 
Territories Archives has recently acquired the papers 
of Robert "Bud" Orange, a civil servant who worked 
extensively throughout the North before representing 
the NWT in Parl i ament for seven years. 

Trained as an economist, Mr. Orange joined the 
federal civil service in 1948, transferring to the 
Northern Affairs Department seven years later. In 1961 
he was promoted to the position of regional 
administrator, stationed in Iqaluit (then Frobisher 
Bay). In 1963 he moved to Fort Smith, becoming the 
regional administrator for the Mackenzie, a post he 
held until he resigned to run as a Liberal candidate 
for Parliament in the 1965 election. 

He was re-elected in 1968 and retired from 
politics in 1972. Mr. Orange is now the chairman of 
the Water Transport Committee of the Canadian Transport 
Commission. 

The newly acquired documents relate primarily 
to Mr. Orange's career as a Member of Parliament. The 
material is of considerable historical significance 
because Mr. Orange represented the NWT during an 
important period in its political evolution - it was 
during this time that the Territorial Government was 
created and the capital city of Yellowknife was 
established. 
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CONTACT: Richard Valpy 
Acting Territorial Archivist 
NWT Archives 
(403} 920-8840 
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CON FE RENC E RECOMMENDATI ONS COVER VARIETY OF TOPICS 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 26) - The Porcupine Caribou 
Herd, migratory birds, trapping standards and 
sustainable development were some of the issues that 
concerned delegates to the 51st Federal-Provincial/ 
Territorial Wildlife Conference. 

The delegates passed 17 recommendations at the 
end of the conference, held in Tuktoyaktuk last week. 

One of the most important concerns is managing 
resources so that they aren't depleted, says Ken 
Brynaert, chairman of the conference's recommendations 
committee. 

"We run into problems when trying to manage 
habitat because several agencies share responsibility 
for habitat management, like forestry, agriculture or 
fisheries. And these various jurisdictions don't 
always take wildlife interests into account when 
implementing plans," he says. "Everyone has to be 
included, because a comprehensive land use policy for 
Canada can't be drawn up without all the actors." 

The delegates also emphasized the need for 
international co-operation to conserve the Porcupine 
Caribou Herd, which migrates between Alaska, the Yukon 
Territory and the NWT. Although Canada and the U.S. 
have taken measures ' to protect habitats of the herd, 
the U.S. is considering opening the key calving and 
post- calving areas for hydrocarbon development. 
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One of the recommendations calls on the 
governments of the two countries to ensure conservation 
of the herd through effective population and habitat 
management. It also recommends that U.S. congressional 
delegates who are planning to tour Alaska be encouraged 
to travel to the Yukon so they can better understand 
the importance of the herd to native people living in 
Canada. 

The Migratory Bird Convention between Canada 
and the U.S. also came under the scrutiny of the 
delegates. They recommended that before April 1, 1988, 
the two countries negotiate a change to the existing 
regulations to enable northerners to harvest a 
reasonable number of migratory birds. The existing 
convention prohibits hunting between March 10 and 
September 1, which does not provide equitable access 
for northerners. 

Delegates also supported the establishment of a 
minimum level 8f trapper education, mandatory trapper 
education and the establishment of trapping standards 
in Canada. 

Since aboriginal peoples play a vital role in 
wildlife management it was recommended that they be 
encouraged to participate in future Federal-Provincial/ 
Territorial conferences. 

The use of remote sensing technology was 
recommended to keep track of different types of 
habitat. This would provide information to help 
predict the impact of development projects and wildlife 
programs. 

More than 80 delegates from across Canada, as 
well as the U.S. and Britain, attended the four-day 
conference. They included politicians, civil servants 
and employees of non-government organizations. 

The conference was hosted by the NWT Department 
of Renewable Resources. 
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CONTACT: Kevin Lloyd 
Director, Wildlife Management Division 
Department of Renewable Resources 
(403) 873-7411 

Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
Department of Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7615 
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FI RE HAZARD HIGH IN NWT 

FORT SMITH (June 29) - There's a lull in forest 
fire fighti ng activity in the NWT today. 

However, the fire hazard in the Fort Smith, 
Fort Simpson, Yellowknife, Norman Wells and Inuvik 
d istricts is calculated at moderate to extreme. 

Sixty-six fires have been reported , and about 
119 hectares have burned this year in the NWT. 

Report forest fires to your local renewable 
r esources officer or call the operator and ask for the 
toll free number Zenith 5555. 
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CONTACT: Duty Officer 
Territorial Forest Fire Centre 
Fort Smith, NWT 
(403) 872-2103 

Judy McLinton, Public Affairs Off i cer 
Culture and Communications 
Yellowknife, NWT 
( 403) 873-7257 
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REGIONAL COUNCILS REVIEW COMM I T E cmm..riU'E~87 
CONSULTATI OM 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 30 ) - The egiona l and Triba l 
Councils Review Co- ordinating Comm i tte e has almos t 
completed it s consu l t ation wi t h i ndividua l Regional and 
Triba l Co uncil s , says Committee Chairman Ga r y Black. 

The Committe e held di s cussions wit h member s of 
the Deh Cho Reg i ona l Coun c i l a t i t s me e ting i n Fo rt 
Li ard l a st we e k, bu t wa s un a b l e t o attend the Dog rib 
Triba l Co uncil me e ting i n Snare Lake becau se of bad 
wea t her . 

In May, the Committ ee attended a r e g ul a r 
ses s ion of the Kitikmeot Regiona l Counc il i n 
Copperrni ne , bu t wa s unable t o a t tend a me et ing of th e 
Ke ewatin Regional Counci l i n Coral Harbour . 

The Committee ho pes to mee t wit h t h e e xe c u tive s 
o f both the Dogrib Triba l Counci l a nd the Ke ewatin 
Regiona l Council i n orde r t o he a r th e v i e ws of both 
Council s on t he f uture developmen t of Regional and 
Tribal Council s . 

A second meeting wil l be hel d in Ye llowknife 
with repre s entati v e s 6 f al l Regional and Triba l 
Council s be f ore the Committee complete s it s 
consul t ation and research work. 
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The Review Committee was established by the 
Executive Council last November to revie~ the past and 
present activities of Regional and Tribal Councils, 
including existing legislation and fu nding, and to mak e 
recommendations relatihg to their future development. 
The Committee's report is to be presented to the 
Government Leader sometime this fall. 

During the Fort Liard meeting, Deh Cho Regional 
Council Speaker Roy Fabian noted that the matter s on 
which the Regional Council is asked to comment are 
increasing, and listed all the activities in which the 
Council ha s been involved since its creation . He noted 
that the Couqc11 only has funding to hold t wo meetings 
a year, and felt tha t putting together recommendations 
on the future development of Regional Councils would 
require further researc h and at least one additional 
meeting. 

CONTACT: Dennis Lowing 
(403) 873-7910 
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GNWT TO I MPLE MENT HAZARDOU 

. , ...... 

YELLOWKNIFE (June 30) - GT r~ment of the 
NWT plans to implement the Workpla e Hazaf-dou s 

/ 

Material s Information System designed ,,.to provide 
employers and employee s with information vital to th e 
safe and proper use of hazardous materials. 

11 In Canada, industrial accidents, fires, 
illnesses and the loss of life as the result of worker s 
misusing hazardou s material s c osts billions of dollars 
and mil l ion s of work days each year, not to mention the 
pain and suffering of thos e affected," says Minister of 
Justice Michae l Ball a ntyne. 

The Workplace Hazardous Material s Information 
System ( WHM IS) is a Canada-w ide data network. The 
system was developed with input from l abour , employers, 
and gover nment s. 

Federal legislation will set up the basic 
requirements for the WHMI S program, and it wil l wor k 
through the existing occupational health and safe ty 
regulations of the federal, provincial and territorial 
gover nments. 

nwe have alread y reviewed the mod el 
occupation al health and safety regulations a nd full y 
intend t o apply them to existing legislation a s quickly 
as possible," the Minister said, .,, 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

87-16 1 
Govsroment Libf •rv 

NORTHWE ST TERRITORI S A~ D YUKON S IGN \GREE:ENT ON 
AREAS OF MUTUA L INT,REST J b~f3EDU~ 1TI ON 

c,overnme~t of N.W.T. 
IQAL UI T (J une 30) Y ~ ~,f~~t~ hTwe s Te r r i torie s 

a nd Yu kon wi ll look a t b ar1ng educational 
resou r ce s and oppo r t unitie s thro ugh a Lette r o f Intent, 
sig ned today in Iqalu i t by Education Mini s te r De nni s 
Patterso n and his Yukon cou n terpart, Pier s Mc Donal d . 

NWT Educati o n Mini s t er Denni s Patter son s aid 
"The Nort hwe st Territo r i e s a nd Yukon have common 
con c erns and c ommon in t ere s t s in educat ion. By 
e xplor i ng ways we can s har e e xpert i s e and re sear ch 
re s u l t s on nor ther n is s ue s , bot h t er rito ri es wi ll 
benef it. 11 

"Working together we will be e xamining a wid e 
rang e of in i t iat i ves tha t cou l d l ead t o cur ricul um and 
p r ogram deve lopment, shared workshop s and sem i nars , an d 
join t developmen t o f distance ed ucation techno l og y, n 
sai d Yukon Minister o f Education P i e r s McDonald. 

Poss ib le j oi n t i n i t i at i ve s t o be explored 
incl ud e: 
- shari ng of cur r iculum and program developme n t a nd 

expense; 
- joi n t works hops a nd confe r ence s of t e acher s a nd 

s t af f; 
- j o int deve lopment of d is tance education programming 

and technolog y ; 
- exchange o f research f indings; 
- improved access t o ed uc ation f o r inte r change 

st udent s , incl uding a review of fee s and fi nancia l 
assistance; 

- e xchang e of informa tion on po licy a nd legisla t ive 
issues. 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

87-162 

CIRC OM POLAR EDucA\r r o N ~JL-NQ:STERS MEET 
V ' 'I. 

,\. 

IQALUIT (Ju ne e 29 and 30, 1987, 
the Minister of Educ ~ n for the Northwest 
Territories, Hono urable Dennis Patterson, hosted a 
first meeting of Ministers of Education with 
Circumpolar Education responsibilities at Mingutuq 
Lodge, 85 mile s east of Iqaluit. 

The Honourabl e Loyola Hearn, Mini ster of 
Education for Newfoundland and Labrador, Honourable 
Piers McDonald, Minister of Education for the Yukon 
Territory, and Dr~ William Demmert, Commissioner of 
Education for Alaska, partici pated~ Honourable Claude 
Ryan, Minister of Education for Quebec wa s represented 
by Jean Paul Olivier. Henrick Lenner t r e presented 
Honourable Jen s Lybert, Mini s ter responsibl e for 
Education and Culture fo r the Home Rule Gover nment of 
Greenland. 

Consensu s wa s reached on a numbe r of is s ue s for 
future co- operation and it wa s a greed that con tinuing 
meeting s of Minister s responsibl e fo r Circ umpola r 
Education would be beneficial. 

A memorand um of understanding between all 
Ministers represented will be signed. This doc umen t 
wil l incl ude agree ment to pursue possibilitie s for 
sharing program i n formation a nd service s a s well a s 
research findings 9 

A second agreement was to co- ordinate education 
program development to avoid duplication in areas ~ f 
common interest. Family life education and drug and 
alcohol education were identified as examples of area s 
for co- ope r ation in d evelopment tasks. 
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exist, the~e are far more commo03l1ties. 

Explor3cocy discussio~s ~ere held on the 
?Ossibilities of f~tuce excha g~s cf staff and studen~s 
in scn~ols anj post secondary i stitucions. The 
concept of "sister schools" or twinning of schools was 
agreed to as being useful. 

A second meeting of Ministers with Circumpolar 
Education will be held in Juneau, Alaska, in late May 
1988. r b e p ·_c i ;n a r y top i c o f d i s c :.2 s s i o 11 a t t h a t ,11 e e t i n (3 
will be the application of dist3nce education 

This first meeting of CircLlmpolar ~inisters was 
held 1n conjunction with a Circumpolar Seminar on 
Education at Iqaluit June 27 - July 1. The Ministers 
j ,)ined educators from a.round th.2 Circumpolar Nor th for 
plenary sessions focussing on the topic of Inuit 
control of Inuit education. 

CON'TACT: Marina Devine 
(819) 979-5341 
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i\D MIN I S 'f RA TO 

JUL 6 - 10~F 

A~iiw;i~rof NNv.f .1 
YeUowknife. N.W.T. 

YELLOWKNIFE (July 2) - Minister of Municipa l 
and Community Affairs Gordon Wra y today announced the 
a ppointment o f an admin i strator for the Town o f Pine 
Point. 

He is Charle s Scarborough, the Secretary 
Treasurer of the Town of Pine Point. Hi s appointmen t, 
effective July 1, 198 7, wa s mad e by Comm issioner John 
Parker. 

The appointment o f Mra Scarborough mark s the 
end of t he elected Pi ne Point Town Council. After a 
regular meeting of the Pine Point Town Council on J un e 
25, it became clear that b y Augus t 1, there wou ld only 
be three elec t ed members left. "By tha t time th e 
Council wi ll no longer have a ma j ority of Counci l 
member s with an elected mandat e," said Mr. Wray. 
f[Under these circumstances, I feel now is the 
appropriat e ti me to appo int an administrator. The 
decision to appoin t an a dministrator was take n ear lier 
i n Jun e in consu l tation wit h the Mayor and Council." 

The Town Council ha s now been dissolved and it s 
duties, authority and responsibilitie s have pa ssed t o 
the administrator, explained the Minister. 11 It i s 
app reciated tha t Pine Point's situation is no t a res ult 
o f any matter or acti on of t he Council or 
administration bu t of extraordinary circumstance s over 
which the Council, "' ~r our governmen t , has no control. 11 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

87-164 

Y-~OWKNTFE ( July 1) - Gover nment Leader Nick 
Sibbeston celebrated Canada Day in three Keewatin 
corr@unities today. Mr. Sibbeston attended ceremonie s 
in Eskimo Point, Whal e Cove and Rankin Inlet~ 

The celebrations are part of the Government 
Leader's week-long visit to the region. He wa s in 
Baker Lake before going on to Eskimo Point, and wi ll 
stop in Chesterfield Inlet, Repulse Bay and Coral 
Harbour before returning to Yellowknife. 

The Keewatin tou r is part of Mr. Sibbeston' s 
commitment to Members of the Legislative Assembly to 
visit all regions of the Northwes t Territories before 
thi s autumn. 

"I find that by seeing tbe regions and 
corruuunities and the people who live there, I have a 
better understanding of wha t we are all seeking from 
the Government of the Northwest Territories." 

- 30 -

CONTACT: Cind y Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 

Government of the Northwest Territories • Yellowknife, N.W.T., Canada XIA 2L9 • Telex 034-45504 





GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

87-16 5 

GOVERNME NT OF THE NOR~ WEST TERRITORIES SUPPORTS 
CI T ES JUL 6 - 1987 

Gov.,-nment of N v,. ,, -r 
V • · •••· i 
,~owknife. N. V/ r" ; 

YEL LOWKN IFE (J u ' - "1iniste·r ·· of Renewabl e 
~ _.,'-=-::~~=~ (, <;a,1,,,• 

Resources Red J.·edersen ha s released u1' 1..lowi.ng 
information r e garding CITES - Convention o n 
Inte rnational Trad e i n Endangered Species of Flora and 
F aun a~ 

Accord i ng to Mr. Pedersen, th e is s ue of 
internationa l trade i n anima ls an d t he politics of 
conserv a tion, pre servation a nd animals righ t s a re 
crucia l to the Northwes t Territorie s. 

nTo that end, the Gover nmen t of the Northwest 
Territo r ies through the federal gover nment has been 
s upport i ve o f CITES and i t s aims, 11 says Mr. Pedersena 

Th e CI TES conference will be held i n t he 
Conference Centre in Ott awa from July 12th to 25th. 
Northern r e p r esentat i ves from the te r ritorial 
governme nt, na tive organization s an d hunters an d 
t rappers a ssociations wil l attend. 

- 30 -

CONTACT: Julie Gelf and or Ron Truman 
Canad ian Wi ldlife Federation 
Ott awa, On t ar i o 
( 6 1 3 ) 7 2 · ,- 2 1 9 1 
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Non-use of a species isn't always helpful to 
the plant or animal in eed of protection. If an 
economy depends on sale of a species which can no 
longer be cornmeccially used, then in order to replace 
the economic loss, people may use the land that 
supported the species to produce a replacement cash 

loss of the essential habitat crop. The result is the 
and long-term, permanent damage to the protected 

In ~any cases, continued use of the species is 
an incentive to protect it~ Income pcovided by 
controlled, sustained-yield harvesting produces income 
\.\' h i ch can be u '.3 e d by go \Te r nm en t s t. o con t in u e m 3 nag ;:? $--;--,en t 
programs. The ecological and economic systems beco~e 
mutually supporting and tend to produce conditions that 
will ~rovide animal and plant populations for future 
genecations .. 

The economic importance of wildlife and wild 
plants leads to national politics becoming involved in 
decisions that might otherwise be purely scientific. 
There's usually more to consider than just the degree 
of endangerment of the species. 

But national 90\lernments are a.ssisted in rr.a}dnr_j 
th 0 ~e decisions by Non-Government Organizations (NGOs). 
NGOs 3re voluntary groups with strong interests in 
wildlife, wild plants and the environment; among 
Canadian NGOs at this meeting, fer example, are the 
World Wildlife Fund and the Nature Conservancy of 
Canada. 

NGOs were primarily responsible for pushing 
governments into creating CITES in the years before 
1973 and ace entitled to pa~ticipate as observers at 

There is a great deal of divecsity among 
NGOs. In broad terms, they fall into three camps: 
- conservationists: who support wise use of resources, 
- preservationists, who favour non-use of resources, 

and 
- animal rights advocates, who believe that all use of 

a.ni1Tials is i.niiroral * 
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NGOs attempt to influence CITES' decisions in 
order to have international law reflect their 
philosophy. NGO politics mesh easily with national 
interests. Countries that export plants and animals 
tend to take conservationist positions. Highly 
industrialized countries that have extirpated many of 
their native species are sometimes more inclined to 
support preservationist or even animal rights 
positions., 

In the past, some CITES listings have been 
highly beneficials 
crocodilians (crocodiles and alligators) that were 
threatened with extinction have, with protection, 
recovered to the point that a surplus exists and trade 
has now resumed~ On the other hand, other decisions 
may well be harming species like the gyrfalcon, which 
some wildlife specialists maintain would be in a 
stronger long-term position for survival if trade were 
allowed and the bird once again became economically 
valuable. 

There is a worldwide trend towards rising 
populatins of formerly protected plant and animal 

CI;TES participants are thus facing 
decisions to delist many species formerly on Appendix 
I. Delisting a species also brings into focus the 
contrastin9 vie\:S of conservat i.sts and 
preservationists~ 

There are stories at CITES about endangered 
species; but discussions and decisions at CITES will 
r ;:_:veal a subsu r' face ebb and f 10,,,_1 of phi losopb ie s and 
national interests that will determine the future of 
the world's invaluable flora and fauna~ 





cause ~h5t 1 s good for 
p angered species is good for all species - and that 1 s 
sood h3bitat, places ere wildlife can sucvive in 

The World Conservati n Strategy sets out the 
main principles for cons0 vation as maintaining 
essential ~col~gic2l ~roe ~3es, pc~secvi~g genetic 
di \7 ,::- :cs it 21 

.. 3 r1(3 e· s iJ t .. i r1tj ·t l-1 e :~. st:-~ a i ab 1 t~ 11 ::3 e of spec; i e .:3 

Ins ct, consecvation 1s he wise use 

~on ~vationists may be resource sers. 
see the ~ale in using ~ild f oca and f3 na in medical 

ar~acological research. They may also hunt, 
trap, fish, or simply observe and photograph wildlife. 
It is imper ant to conservationists to have both an 
•:1 1) u 11 d an c e a n d 3 d i v e r s i t y o f pl an t a n d an i rn a 1 1 i f e .::.u1 d 
the habitat to s pport both~ 

Unlike prese vationists, ¼ho tend to focus 
a tention on the life of each individual animal, 
CCI'::;ecvatic)nists look to the survival of entire 
populations ~nd species. In order to ensure the 
survival of 3ny species, its habitat must be 

This is where ~e have a proble~. 
Deteriorating habitat is the root 
animal ;0pulations. Cons r~v.:=t ti on 

corr~itted to preserving habitat. 

cause of declining 
organ1 ~tions are 

A ~ide variety of conservationist groups 
function as Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) at 
CITES. Their role is to support trade restrictions on 
sp(:\:ic::1s that r;:::,;::,d p:cotection fu)m over"-exploit,:1tion, ::o 
pr serve genetic diversity and to promote t e other 
principles oft e World Conservation Strategy. 
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Not all debate is over proposals. Resolutions 
are proposed that may deal with administrative matters, 
definition of terms, implementation or interpretation. 
Proposals, if approved, affect only the species 
directly involved. A resolution on interpretation of a 
CITES ruling, however, can affect trade all over the 
world and the economies of many nations. 

NGO Terminol 

NGOs are Non-Government Organizations that have 
no vote at CITES but are allowed to participate as 
observers. In fact, their right to do so is written 
into the CITES treaty, primarily because NGOs were 
instrumental in creating CITES. 

By the late 1960s, public worry about loss of 
wildlife and destruction of habitat was building 
rapidly, spurred by the 1962 publication of Rachel 
Carson's "Silent Spring." Later in the decade, the 
worldwide NGO organization, the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) 
was actively promoting the concept of control of 
international trade in wildlife. In 1972, Washington, 
D9Ca was the site for the treaty conference that led to 
CITES, and NGOs were among the participants. Today, 
the number of NGOs at a CITES meeting normally 
outnumbers the government delegations. In Ottawa, up 
to 85 governments will be represented as well as over 
200 NGOs. 

NGOs are most commonly voluntary organizations 
made up of interested people from the public, including 
scientists. Their expertise, which can be independent 
of government influences a~d national interest, is 
important to the work of CITES. Some NGOs, in fact, 
are international organizations that participate 
actively not only with CITES but also with various 
branches of the United Nations. 

NGOs are as diverse as the nations that belong 
to CITES, and can be loosely grouped as conservation 
organizations, preservation organizations and animal 
rights organizations. 
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Conservationist NGOs favour wise use of 
renewable resources. The most elaborate statement of 
the conservationist position is the World Conservation 
Strategy, a document produced by the United Nations, 
IUCN and several other international organizations. The 
basic goal of the conservation strategy is to use 
resources wisely in order that the resources will be 
there for the use of succeeding generations of people. 
( See the accompanying backgrounder, "Why 
Conservationists Support CITES.") 

The focus for conservation groups tends to be 
on populations of animals and plants rather than 
individual organisms and on the habitat needed to 
produce healthy populations. When the scientific 
evidence indicates that a listed species has recovered 
to the point that wise use can be made of the plants or 
animqls, conservation groups tend to support resuming 
use rather than continued listing. 

Preservationists have some common ground with 
conservationists in that both recognize the importance 
of habitat and the environment in promoting a diversity 
of species. Most of these groups, however, are not 
resource users. 

When a debate arises over listing a species, 
preservationists and conservationists often disagree, 
with conservationists favouring more use of the 
resource than preservationists. 

Animal rights groups are a third important and 
distinct element which is now present at CITES 
meetings. The concept of animal rights was almost 
unheard of when the CITES treaty was signed in 1973, 
but has since become a significant movement. Animal 
rights advocates believe that all use of animals is 
immoral - they should not be used for food, fur, 
research, zoos, or even as pets. Animal rights groups 
have recognized that CITES can be used to achieve some 
of their goals by· controlling trade, thus reducing~ the 
treatment of animals as chattel or property. 
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JUL 7 - 1n.07 

FOUR NWT WOMEN TO AT~END TRENT UNIVERSlTY 
Gov.,nmenl of N.W.T. 

Y&Ucwknife, N.W.T. 

YELLOWKNIFE (July 3) - Four women from the NWT 
will be attending Trent University in Peterborough, 
Ontario this fall under the territorial government's 
new Special Departmental Management Career Program. 

Brenda McDonald of Inuvik, Martina Jacobson of 
Tuktoyaktuk, Jessie Adams and Selma Karetak, both of 
Rankin Inlet, will be enrolling in the university's 
six-week screening and preparatory session on July 20. 
University instructors will assess their progress at 
the end of the session to determine if they are 
suitable for a two-year diploma program in business 
administration. 

"When we encourage northerners to become 
involved in the public sector, we must also encourage 
them to seek an education that will prepare them to 
fill management positions within the government. I 
personally wish them every success in their studies," 
said Minister of Economic Development and Tourism, Nick 
Sibbeston. 

There are three integrated components to the 
Native Management and Economic Development Program -- a 
two-year diploma course, a three-year Bachelor of Arts, 
and a four-year Bachelor of Administration. Each year 
of study under the program can be applied to a higher 
level of education . , For example, someone successfully 
completing two years under the diploma program may use 
those credits towards a B.A. ~ 

Government of the Northwest Territories • Yellowknife, N.W.t., Canada XIA 2L9 • Telex 034-45504 
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"The students will receive practical on-the-job 
training in the private sector when they return to the 
North during the summer months. Those who successfully 
complete either the diploma or the degree program will 
be offered jobs with the Government of the NWT," the 
Minister said. 

In conjunction with Trent University, this 
program combines core funding ' from the Department of 
Education's budget with funding from the Departmen~ of 
Economic Development and Touris~. 

"This program provides an excellent opportunity 
for these women to not only - get a valuable education, 
but also to participate in an international program 
that will allow them to meet, learn, and work with 
other native people from around the world," Mr. 
Sibbeston said. "This sharing of cultures and 
experiences will be invaluable when they begin their 
professional careers," he said. 

Mature students who have been out of school for 
at least two years and have at least a Grade 11 
education are eligible for the program. 
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CONTACT: Hayward Simms 
Field Business Advisor 
(403) 873-7365 

Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
( 4 0 3 ) 8 7 3- 7 2 5 .1 
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TRANSPORTATION OF DANGEROUS GO OS REGULATIO~ S 
JUL 7 - mn , ENFORCED 

Gov•mm~mt of N.W. T. 
Y&llowknife. N.W.T. 

YELLOWKNIFE (July 6) - Tq' se _a...s:;......i.~"'-"~ --­
government is encouraging 'voluntary compliance' in the 
enforcement of the Tr~nsportation of Dangerous Goods 
Program on the NgW . T. highway system and in 
communities. 

Enforcement of the Act and regulations begins 
today at the weigh scale stations in Enterprise, Fort 
Liard and Inuvik. The Act and regulations were 
proclaimed in 1985 to ensure public and environmental 
safety during the transport of dangerous goods by road. 

The Pollution Control Division, Department of 
Renewable Resources, oversees the Transportation of 
Dangerous Goods Program. Pollution Control Division 
officials are working closely with the trucking 
industry to assist in the compliance of the regulations 
in three main areas . These include ensuring that all 
shipments carry proper safety marks and documentation 
and that all operators have adequate training in all 
aspects of transporting dangerous goods. 

-30-

CONTACT: 

Pollution Con trol Division 
Re newable Resource~ 
Ye l lowknife, N.W. T . 
( 403) 873-7654 

Judy McLin ton, 
Public Affairs 
Officer, 

Culture and 
Commun ications 

Yellowk n ife, N.W.T. 
(403) 873-7257 
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RENEWABLE RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD ESTABLISHED 

YELLOWKNIFE (July 10) - A special board is 
being established to provide advice on wildlife and 
forestry management i~ the Dene/Metis settlement area. 

Renewable Resources Minister Red Pedersen today 
announced the establishment of the Mackenzie Valley 
Renewable Resource Advisory Board. The board's main 
priority is adv ising the minister on renewable resource 
issues in the area. 

The adv isory board's main responsibilities 
include: 

* providing recommendations, consistent with principles 
of conservation, public safety and health, on policy 
and legislation to the Renewable Resources Minister; 

* providing a public forum for discussion and debate on 
renewable resou rce issues; 

* promoting the conservation and wise use of renewable 
resources in t h e area while emphasizing the traditional 
renewable resou rce economy and considering national and 
international i nterests; and, 

* ensuring recommendations are consisten t with t he 
intent of the i nterim Dene/Metis wildlife agreement and 
initialled sub- agreements of the Dene/Metis claim 
pertaining to ren e wable resources. 
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The board will consist of 10 members and an 
independent chairman appointed by the Renewable 
Resources Minister. Five members will be nominated by 
the Dene/Metis Negotiations Secretariat and the other 
five will be direct appointments by the minister. 

"This co-ordinated effort is an important first 
step to an integrated renewable resource management 
system in the Northwest Territories," said Pedersen. 
"I look forward to the advice and work the board will 
provide on renewable resource management issues". 

- 30 -

CONTACT: Judy McLinton 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7257 
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INUVIK PARKS RECEIVE ADDITIONAL FUNDING 

INUVIK (July 10) - The territorial government 
will be upgrading two parks in the Inuvik area this 
summer by re-allocating funds within the tourism and 
parks budget, and by making a contribution to the Town 
of Inuvik. 

The government has increased this year's 
capital funding for Chuk Park from $50,000 to $150,000, 
and has made a $60,000 contribution to the Town to 
upgrade Happy Valley Campground. 

Nick Sibbeston, Minister of Economic 
Development and Tourism, says the additional $100,000 
in funding was allocated for the park because of a 
greater interest, on behalf of visitors, in the area. 

"We have already seen a tremendous increase in 
the number of tourists in the Inuvik area this summer. 
Figures show that the Dempster Corridor has had about 
three times as many visitors from the middle to the end 
of June this year, than it did last year," Mr. 
Sibbeston said. "And we haven't yet hit the most 
popular season for tourists to visit the North." 

Chuk Park, located just outside of Inuvik, will 
have 17 new camp sites, better road surfaces, and group 
pull-throughs by the end of the summer. As well, tent 
sites will be completeq, the kitchen shelter will be 
renovated, and barrier screens will be installed to 
improve the look of the park. 
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A $60,000 contribution to the Town of Inuvik 
will permit the municipality to upgrade the sewage pump 
station at Happy Valley Campground in the downtown. It 
will also supply 15 power outlets for recreational 
vehicles, and provide funding to upgrade the playground 
and barbecue sites. 

"These renovations will immediately improve the 
condition of the campsites in the area and make 
travellers visiting the North more comfortable. Being 
more comfortable, they will be encouraged to stay a bit 
longer, and perhaps return to vacation in the North 
next year," Mr. Sibbeston said. 

Construction at Happy Valley will be completed 
before construction at Chuk Park begins in order to 
minimize the inconvenience to travellers in the Inuvik 
area. 
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CONTACT: Jamie MacKendrick 
Superintendent of Parks 
(403) 873-7902 

Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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HOUSING CORP. TAKES PART IN INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF 
SHELTER FOR THE HOMELESS 

YELLOWKNIFE (July 13) - The Honorable Michael 
A. Ballantyne, Minister Responsible for the NWT Housing 
Corporation announced today that -the corporation will 
participate in the United Nation's International Year 
of Shelter for the Homeless (I.Y.S.H.). 

In recognition of I.Y.S.H., the Housing 
Corporation will sponsor a series of presentations and 
discussions on how to alleviate homelessness through 
community action. It will also sponsor a program with 
a housing expert from a third world country designed to 
exchange ideas on self-help housing. 

The Corporation has already sponsored a poster 
contest for students to increase awareness of the 
problem of homelessness in Canada and throughout the 
world. 

These activites will heighten public awareness 
of homelessness and will encourage community groups and 
government agencies to work together to improve housing 
conditions. 

Although Canadians are well-housed in 
comparison to residents of other countries, there are 
thousands of people in Canada who do not have permanent 
shelter. · 
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According to a recent survey by the Canada 
Council on Social Development, homelessness is a grim 
reality for at least 100,000 people in Canada. In 
addition to those people who are absolutely homeless, 
there are thousands more who live in unacceptable 
conditions of overcrowding or inadequate accomodation. 

In the Northwest Territories, the Government 
has identified housing as one of its main priorities. 
In announcing the initiatives taken by the Housing 
Corporation to observe I.Y.S.H., Mr. Ballantyne said, 
"In the NWT, every year is a year of shelter for the 
homeless." 

In recognition of the high priority of housing 
in the NWT, the Minister has committed the Housing 
Corporation to a new approach for delivering housing. 
The new approach recognizes the close relationship 
between building houses and building communities, and 
commits the Corporation to creating partnerships with 
communities to solve housing problems. 

CONTACT: Janice Laycock 
Policy Officer 
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NWT Housing Corporation 
(403) 920-6505 
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NEW ADDITIONS TO HERITAGE CENTRE 

YELLOWKNIFE (July 13) - The Prince of Wales 
Northern Heritage Centre has a number of new additions 
to its collection, thanks to the generosity of private 
donors. 

"We usually have a steady flow of donations," 
says Pat Freeman, a cataloguer at the Northern Heritage 
Centre. "But every now and then we receive a number 
all at once." 

Most of the Centre's artifacts are donated, 
while only 5 to 15 per cent are purchased. 

Anne Ackerman Finnie, of Belvedere, Calif., has 
donated a Dogrib drum and an axe that was made by 
either the Dogrib or the Coronation Copper Inuit. Both 
belonged to her husband, Richard Sterling Finnie, an 
historian, author and film producer who worked in the 
North. 

Mr. Sterling had many adventures during his 
time north of 60. He made the first flight across the 
North Magnetic Pole and the first direct flight from 
Norman Wells to Whitehorse. He lived with the Copper 
Eskimo for a year. Eventually, he became 
affectionately known as "Klondike Dick." 

After 25 years with the Bechtel film 
corporation, he retired in 1968. 

Iris Kogiak, of Yellowknife, has donated a pair 
of sealskin mukluks, made following the style of the 
Alaska Eskimo. They were sewn by Thea Gordon of 
Aklavik, whose ancestors came from Ala s ka. 
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The mukluks are made with sealskin on the 
outside, are lined with muskrat, and trimmed with 
Arctic fox. The soles are made of seal flipper. The 
toes of the mukluks feature a unique design, made of 
caribou skin that's been dyed different colors. 

Stephen Hurne, former editor-in-chief of the 
Edmonton Journal, has donated a tin pot autographed by 
delegates to the Nunavut Constitutional Forum in 
Coppermine in March 1985. 

Hurne had gone to cover the forum, which was 
supposed to be open to the press. When the news media 
were told to leave, he referred to the delegates as 
behaving in the manner of "tin-pot dictators in a 
banana republic." The delegates thought this was quite 
funny, since the tin pot is the symbol of everything 
that's good about Inuit culture. They presented him 
with his own tin pot. 

Mary Bryant (nee Harrington), of Ottawa, has 
donated 15 oil paintings on canvas board she painted 
while she taught in Tuktoyaktuk and the Delta area 
during the 1940's. Instead of using a brush, Mrs. 
Bryant used a small knife to apply the paint. 

The paintings were on exhibit in Tuktoyaktuk, 
and are being sent to Inuvik, where they will be 
displayed until September. 

A stone-cut print on cloth has been donated by 
Mrs. Lorna Vale, of Somerset, England, whose first 
husband, John Stanners, was a long-time employee of the 
Bay in the North. They lived at a number of northern 
locations, including Spence Bay, Bathurst Inlet and 
Holman Island. 

The print was made around 1962-64 by Mrs. 
Vale's friend§ Kalva Kadlak of Holman Island. 

Denny May, of Calgary, has donated a number of 
items that belonged to his father, bush-pilot Wop May. 
They include a hatchet, a small box of matches from a 
ship's life boat, and an anernometre -- an instrument 
for measuring and indicating the force or speed of the 
wind. 
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Lorne C. James, of Yellowknife, has donated a 
number of items, including a fossil fish that's about 
90 million years old. It was found in northern Brazil, 
but similar formations have been found in the NWT. He 
has also donated a rock geode, a piece of agate with a 
cavity lined with calcite crystals or quartz, and a 
number of art prints. One pictures a walrus, and was 
created by author James Houston. The rest include two 
prints by James Lumbers and two prints by Vera 
Zimmerman. They were bought at CanArctic in Edmonton 
several years ago. 

Garth Wallbridge, also of Yellowknife, has 
donated 35 cameras and accessories that date back to 
the turn of the century. He collected them from 
1970-75 around Winnipeg. They include Kodak, Anco, 
Coronet and Spartus models. 

The Heritage Centre has also been given a 
dental chair from St. Therese's Home, which was 
formerly the hospital in Chesterfield Inlet. It was 
donated by the Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation of 
Hudson Bay. It is part of a larger collection of 
medical equipment and books that has already been 
received by the Centre. 

CONTACT: Pat Freeman 
Cataloguer 
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Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-6187 

Judy Edgar 
Administrator 
Prince of Wales Northern heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7686 
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YELLOWKNIFE (July 13) - The . chness of ~ ,a.· ~-
traditional Inuit myths will be broug t to ~ -.· \ thr~~ ­
sculpture and photography with a new e hibi c , ~~~r~~~­
July 19 at 2 p.m., at the Prince of Wal s ~R~~\ 
Heritage Centre . ~~\O 

"Paulatuk - My~hology and Photogr ph 
the sculpture of David Ruben Piqtoukun and the 
pho t ography of Thomas Skudra. 

Piqtoukun's sculpture brings to life the myths 
of the Inuit - Sedna the sea goddess, a man who becomes 
a bear, eyesight that is magically lost and regained , 
spirits, a shaman's trip to the moon and back. The 
sculptures of soapstone, ivory , wood, whalebone, and 
caribou antlers, teeth and sinew, mark Piqtoukun's 
journey home , back to the lore and language of his 
ancestors. 

The artist was born in Paulatuk in 1950, to 
parents who lived on the land. At the age of four, he 
was sent south to attend a Roman Catholic boarding 
school, returning home only in the summer. By the time 
his parents had settled in Paulatuk , he had moved south 
to Edmonton, and then Vancouver , where he started to 
carve. 

He now returns to Paul a t uk for several months 
each year to renew his link to traditional I n uit 
culture . 
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Thomas Skudra's photos document the environment 
that has shaped Pigtoukun and his art. They show dog 
teams, wooden crosses in the graveyard, the local co-op 
store, someone cutting muktuk and a plane wreck. They 
show the clash of past and present, a place of 
television screens and whale hunts. 

Piqtoukun's sculpture has been displayed in 
many exhibits across Canada, the United States and 
abroad. Thomas Skudra is an award-winning photographer 
who has contributed to a number of Canadian and 
American magazines. He has also worked for a wide range 
of commercial clients. 

CONTACT: Judy Edgar 
Administrator 
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Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7686 
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HOUSING CORPORATION ANNOUNCES POSTER CONTEST 
WINN,ERS 

YELLOWKNIFE (July 14) - The Northwest 
Territories Housing Corporation Board of Directors is 
pleased to announce the 18 winners in its poster 
contest to recognize the International Year of Shelter 
for the Homeless. 

The NWT Housing Corporation sponsored the 
contest to help raise public awareness about issues and 
concerns of the homeless in the NWT and in the world, 
during this, the International Year of Shelter for the 
Homeless, said Chariman of the Board Gary Jaeb. 

"While it was a delight to judge the 176 
posters in the contest, it turned out to be a difficult 
task as indicated by the large number of honorable 
mentions," Mr. Jaeb said. "All of the entries showed a 
great deal of thought about the plight of the homeless 
in today's society." 

NWT judges will select four posters from among 
the winners here and send them to Ottawa where they 
will be displayed at the Canadian conference for IYSH. 

First prize in the kindergarten to Grade 1 
category went to Shawntelle Dupuis, a Grade 1 student 
at Norman J. McPherson Elementary School in 
Yellowknife. Raymopd Kamookak Jr., a Grade 1 student 
at Kekertak Ilihakvik Territorial School in Gjoa Haven 
took second prize • . 
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Linda Qattalik in Grade 2 at Ataguttaaluk 
School in Igloolik won the Grade 2-3 first prize, while 
10-year-old Terry Putulik of Victor Sammutok School in 
Chesterfield Inlet took the second prize. 

Among the Grade 4-6 entrants, Terra Ward in 
Grade 4 at J.B. Tyrrell Elementary School in Fort Smith 
won first prize, and Mary Jane Lafferty in Grade 4 at 
Snare Lake Territorial School in Snare Lake won second 
prize. 

Fifteen-year-old Clara Kayotak won first prize 
in the Grades 7-9 category, and 16-year-old Jack Haulli 
won second prize. Both are students at Ataguttaaiuk 
School in Igloolik. 

An honorable mention went to Cody Fennell of 
Norman J. McPherson Elementary in Yellowknife in the 
kindergarten to Grade 1 category. 

Bernard Alaralak, a Grade 2 student at 
Ataguttaaluk School in Igloolik, won first honorable 
mention in the Grade 2-3 category and classmate 
Christine Quassa won an honorable mention. 

In the Grade 4-6 category, first honorable 
mention went to Alastair Hill, in Grade 4 at J.B. 
Tyrrell Elementary in Fort Smith. Classmates Brent 
Dean and Vinad Viswallingham picked up honorable 
mentions. Honorable mentions also went to Melissa 
Bonnetplume of Chief Julius School in Fort McPherson, 
and to Brian Kattegatseak and Gloria Mimialik of Victor 
Sammutok School in Chesterfield Inlet. 
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A first honorable mention went to James Takazo, 
a Grade 8 student at Fort Franklin Territorial School 
in Fort Franklin, for his entry in the Grades 7-9 
category. 

First place winners from kindergarten to Grade 
3 won $25 prizes while second place winners won $15. 
First place entrants in Grades 4 to 9 won $50 in cash 
and second place entrants won $25. 

All poster contest winners, including honorable 
mentions, received an International year of Shelter for 
the Homeless t-shirt, and all entrants received an IYSH 
button 

CONTACT: Janice Laycock 
Policy Officer 
(403) 920-6505 

Sue Farrell 
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Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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FIRE ACTIVITY HIGH IN INUVIK AND NORMAN WELLS 

FORT SMITH (July 15) - Thunderstorm activity in 
the lower Mackenzie Valley over the past five days has 
resulted in a rash of fire starts in the Norman Wells 
and Inuvik districts. 

Thirty-five new fires in the Norman Wells 
district were reported to the Territorial Forest Fire 
Centre here this week. Many of the fires were detected 
and successfully fought in the fire attack zone at a 
small size. 

Twenty-two new fires were reported in the 
Inuvik district. 

Both districts have been preparing for heavy 
fire activity since late June. Rainfall in the Norman 
Wells/Inuvik areas has been limited this summer. 
Significant rainfall hasn't been noted in either area 
for over 30 days. 

Fire hazard in the Norman Wells and Inuvik 
districts has been high to extreme since July 1. 
Increased air attack capability now is a priority in 
both areas. The Territorial government's two CL-215 
water bombers moved . from Yellowknife to Inuvik. Two 
DC-6 air tankers, one from Hay River and one on loan 
from British Columbia, now are stationed in Norman 
Wells and Yellowknife. Extra medium lift helicopters, 
capable of carrying crews, fire gear and water buckets, 
are positioned in both districts. 
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Initial attack camps, one in Inuvik district 
and two in Norman Wells district, are now operational. 
Each camp is supplied with a medium helicopter, fire 
crews and emergency camp help. Trained fire fighter 
crews, from Yellowknife and Fort Smith districts, moved 
to the camps. These camps increase the effectiveness 
of the fire protection program by placing men and 
equipment in strategic locations within fire attack 
zones. 

Extra personnel has been hired locally to act 
as fire fighters and service personnel. 

The fire hazard in Inuvik and Norman Wells 
remains high to extreme for the rest of the week. 
Cooler, wet weather is expected to move into both areas 
this weekend. 

The Yellowknife district reported 10 new fires 
since the weekend. All fires in the fire attack zone 
are under control except for one burning near 
Snowdrift. However, rain in the Snowdrift area has 
assisted in suppression efforts at this fire. The fire 
hazard remains extreme in the Yellowknife district for 
the rest of the week. 

Fire hazard in the Fort Smith and Simpson 
districts ranges from moderate to high. No new fires 
were reported in the Fort Smith district. Seven fires 
are burning in the Simpson area. Five of the seven 
fires reported in the Simpson area have been contained. 
One fire, east of Fish Lake, is burning in the 
observation zone. 

A total of 156 fires have been reported in the 
Northwest Territories this season. 

CONTACT: 
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Judy McLinton 
Public Affairs Officer 
Territorial Forest Fire Centre 
Fort Smith, N.W.T. 
(403) 872-2103 
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FIRE ACTIVITY REMAINS HIGH IN I NUV I K AN 
WE LLS 

FORT SMITH (JUfY 16) - Warm , dry weather 
t h roughout the Mackenzie Valley is causing increased 
forest fire activity north of Great Slave Lake . 

Thirteen new fires over the past 24 hours in 
the Norman Wells distric-t were reported - to the 
Territorial Forest Fire Centre. Reports show there are 
three new fires burning in the Inuvik district, six in 
the Yellowknife district and three new fires in the 
Fort Simpson district . 

Equipment and crews remain active in the 
Inuvik, Norman Wells and Yellowknife districts. The 
fire hazard is extreme in these three districts as the 
hot , dry weathe r continues. 

The fire hazard south of Great Sl a ve Lake 
remai n s moderate to l ow . 
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CONTACT : Judy McLinton 
Territorial Forest Fi r e Cen t re 
For t Smith , N. W. T . 
(4 03 ) 872 :- 2 103 
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FOREST FIRE NEAR GOooJ~,E1cii~ER 
Gov9C'nment of N.W.T. 

Y&tlowknife. N.W.T. 
FORT SMITH LI.!Ji uY..L:t--U1---A--rerre~ t fire which 

threatened the community of Fort Good Hope earlier this 
week, is under control. 

Lightn i ng started the fire , located four miles 
northeast of Fort Good Hope, on July 15. It quickly 
spread to cover four hectares . 

Two fire crews responded and took initial 
action on the fire. The initial ground crew was 
evacuated from the area for safety reasons. However, a 
DC-6 air tanker and birddog aircraft, passing overhead 
when the fire was spotted, were able to contain it so 
the ground crews could return. Two Bell 204 
helicopters also were used in this action. 

Mop-up operations now are u nderway and the fire 
should be declared out this weekend. 

Fire crews have a small fi r e, located about six 
mi l es northwest of Inuvikf under control. The fire, 
started by lightning this morning, covered an area of 
about half an acre. 

Over the past 24 hours , 15 new fires were 
reported to the Territorial Forest Fire Centre. Eight 
of these were discoverd in the Norman Wells district, 
five in the Yello wk~ i fe d i st r ict a nd two i n the Inuvik 
district. 
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British Columbia has loaned a second DC-6 air 
tanker to the Territorial government. Two DC-6 tankers 
are operating out of Norman Wells and the third DC-6 is 
in Yellowknife. Both GNWT CL~215 water bombers are 
operating out of Inuvik. 

Fire hazard in the Inuvik, Norman Wells and 
Yellowknife districts remains ex~reme while the fire 
hazard in Fort Smith and Fort Simpson districts is 
moderate to high. 

Thunderstorm activity is expected today in the 
Inuvik and Norman Wells districts before cooler weather 
arrives this weekend. Yellowknife, Fort Simpson and 
Fort Smith districts are expected to experience warmer 
temperatures this weekend. 

A total of 196 forest fires have been reported 
this year. 
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CONTACT: Judy McLinton 
Public Affatrs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7257 
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DUKE AND DUCHESS OF YORK TOUR 

nrnent of N.W. T. 
owknife. N.W.T. 

YELLOWKNIFE (July 20) - Their Royal Highnesses, 
the Duke and Duchess of York are expected to arrive in 
Yellowknife on Saturday, July 25th. The couple has 
been touring Canada since July 15th. 

Prince Andrew and Lady Sarah will attend 
several functions in the city following their arrival 
at 4:25 on Saturday afternoon. They will be met at the 
Departmen t of National Defence hangar by Commissioner 
John Parker and Mrs. Helen Parker. A motorcade will 
bring the Royal couple into Yellowknife where they can 
be seen by members of the public along 48th Street, 
Franklin Avenue and Matonabbee Street. 

At 4:50 p . m., the Duke and Duchess will be met 
at the Matonabbee Street entrance of Pettitot Park by 
Government Leader Nick Sibbeston and Mrs. Karen 
Sibbeston and by Yellowknife Mayor Mike McGrath and 
Mrs. Cec McGrath. They will then walk through Pettitot 
Park. 

Strolling entertainers from Folk on the Rocks 
will be there, along with young people from Camp 
Antler, Brownies, Guides, Cubs and Scouts. The Native 
Women's Association will be selling refreshments. 
Special areas have been set aside for the elderly and 
the disabled. 
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The walk through Pettitot Park ends in the 
parking area beside the Curling Rink. Gifts from the 
Government of the Northwest Territories and from the 
City of Yellowknife will be presented to the Duke and 
Duchess before they leave for the Explorer Hotel. 

On Sunday morning at 10:50, the couple will 
leav~ the Explorer Hotel for a service at the Holy 
Trinity Anglican Church. H.R.H. Prince Andrew will 
read the esson to invited guests and church members. 
The service ends at noon. 

In the afternoon at 2:50, the couple will visit 
Giant Yellowknife Mines for an underground tour. The 
tour will last about two hours. 

Their Royal Highnesses plan to stay in the 
Northwest Territories for two weeks following their 
official visit for a private canoe trip. Prince Andrew 
paddled the Nahanni River with Canadian friends three 
years ago. 

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Royal Visit Territorial Media Co-ordinator 
(403) 920-6176 
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The first study, An Inventory of and Recycling 
Alternatives for wasted Liquid Petroleum in the 
Northwest Territories explores options for recycling 
waste lubricating oil. Options looked at include the 
re-refining and burning of waste oil for heating 
purposes. 

The second study,Recycling of Beverage 
Containers in the Northwest Territories, investigates 
the viability of recycling beverage containers in the 
N.W.T. 

"Both these studies provide valuabie 
information in this era of consumer awareness of 
environmental and energy conservation concerns," said 
Pedersen. "N.W.T. residents should consider these 
options seriously." 

Copies of both studies are available from the 
Pollution Control Division, Department of Renewable 
Resources, in Yellowknife or telephone (403) 873-7654. 
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CONTACT: Judy McLinton 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7257 
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· ce Friday, 51 new fire starts were reported 
to the Territorial Forest Fire Cen tre . Sixteen of the 
new fire starts were reported in the Yellowknife 
district , twelve in the Inuvik district, eight in the 
Norman Wells and Fort Smith districts and seven in the 
Fort Simpson district. 

A fire burning in the Yukon is causing dense 
smoke conditions in Fort McPherson and along the Peel 
River. Yukon fire operations officials are not taking 
action on this fire. Travellers are advised to stay 
off the Peel River because of the den se smoke 
conditions. 

Renewable Resource fire operations officals 
established a fire camp 150 kilome tres southeast of 
Inuvik to fight a fire burning in the Tavaillant Lake 
area. Forty fire fighters and three helicopters a r e 
worki ng out of this camp . Lightning started the fire 
on July 14. 

In the Norman Wells district , firefighters are 
conduct ing mop- up oper ation s on a f ire located 32 km 
east southeast of For t Norman . 
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Mop-up operations are continuing at a fire 
which threatened the Big Spruce Lake power complex. 
This complex supplies power to the City of Yellowknife 
and both Yellowknife mines. It was started by 
lightning on July 17. Sixty-five men and seven 
aircraft were used to bring the fire under control. 

Men and equipment were also used to bring a 
fire, located 35/km east southeast of Snowdrift, under 
control. Mop-up operations are continuing. 

A total of 245 fires have been reported in the 
N.W.T. this year. 

- 30 -

CONTACT: Judy McLinton 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7257 
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N. W.T. TO BE REPRESENTED IN YUKON COURT CHALLENGE 
TO MEECH LAKE COURT JUL 2 4 ig~? 

Government of N.W.T. 
Y.Uowknife. N:w.i-:--· ·· 

YELLOWKNIFE (July 23) - Minister of ~J~u=-=-s ~t ~l ~C~e _____ _ 
Michael Ballantyne has retained counsel to represent 
the Government of the Northwest Territories in the 
Yukon's court challeng~ to the Meech Lake Accord. 

The petition, launched by Government Leader 
Tony Penikett and the Yukon Government, comes before 
the Yukon Supreme Court in Whitehorse for a hearing on 
Monday, July 27th, 1987. 

The federal government is attempting to have 
the Yukon's petition struck down on a preliminary 
motion. Federal government lawyers claim that the 
Yukon Government does not have the necessary status to 
bring the petition to court. They also argue that the 
proposed constitutional amendment which would give all 
provinces a veto over the creation of new provinces 
cannot be challenged under the Charter of Rights. 

John Sopinka of Toronto has been r_e_t_ained to 
represent the Gove r nment of the Northwest Territories 
in its intervention in the Yukon case. 

According to the Justice Minister, "there is 
obviously a similarity of issues between the Yukon's 
court challenge to the Meech Lake Accord and the one 
brought by NWT Government Leader Nick Sibbeston." 
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Mr. Ballantyne says, 11 it is vital we support 
the Yukon case and have our own counsel present 
arguments there on behalf on the people of the 
Northwest Territories. 1 

11 While recognizing there will be significant 
additional arguments to make in our Supreme Court, it 
is important that we stage a case in the Yukon for the 
issues we have in common." 

The petition filed by Government Leader Nick 
Sibbeston in the Supreme Court of the Northwest 
Territories will likely be heard in Yellowknife in 
early Sfeptember .. 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-6176 
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CONFERENCE TO FIGHT IMPAIRED DRI 
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ING l N N.W iii vJ.1. 
~.-.,nme~t N.\N .1. 
~~~n,ie. 

YELLOWKNIFE (July 23) - Soci 1 ~ ~ices 
Minister Bruce McLaughlin and Justice Minister Michael 
Ballantyne announced today that a conference will be 
held this Fall to help combat impaifed driving in the 
N.W.T. 

"Despite major publicity campaigns, impaired 
driving remains a problem across the country," said Mr. 
McLaughlin. "We must make a greater effort to get the 
message across--and the place to start is in the 
communities." 

The conference, to be held October 20 to 22, 
will bring together about 30 delegates from across the 
N.W.T., including elders and youth. They will be shown 
how they can initiate community programs to increase 
awareness of impaired driving laws and develop 
campaigns geared to specific problems _faced by 
individual communities. 

"Northerners need to know that it's illegal to 
drive any kind of vehicle while impaired," said Mr. 
Ballantyne. "That includes snowmobiles, all-terrain 
vehicles, boats and planes. Impaired driving is 
illegal on private property, as well as public 
road ways. " 

The conference will feature panel discussions 
and a series of rotating workshops with resource people 
from various legal, social and law enforcement 
agencies, as well as media. 
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The conference, co-ordinated by Northerners 
Against Impaired Driving, has been made possible with a 
Justice Canada Grant of $49,500 through the Government 
of Canada's initiative to fight impaired driving. 

The federal government is focusing on community 
action to stop the problem. Each province and 
territory hap an inter-agency co-ordinating group 
dedicated to reducing alcohol-related accidents. 

In the N.W.T., that group of Northerners 
Against Impaired Driving, chaired by Winnie 
Fraser-McKay, co~ordinator of Alcohol and Drug Services 
of the Department of Social Services. The group has 
been meeting on a regular basis for neary a year, 
trying to develop ways to fight the N.W.T.'s unique 
problems. 

The October conference is seen as an important 
step in the ongoing program to alleviate the social, 
medical and legal impact of impaired driving. 
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CONTACT: Winnie Fraser-McKay 
Co-ordinator, Drug and Alcohol Services 
(403) 873-7904 

Cathy Mullaly 
Policy, Planning and Programming Officer 
Department of Justice 
(403) 920-6369 
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LOCAL BROWN IE PRES ENTS ROYAL BOUQUET 

YELLOWKNIFE (July 25) - Aurora "Rory " Butler, 
representing the 4th Yellowknife Brownie Pack,' today 
presented a floral bouquet to Her Royal Highness , the 
Duchess of York . 

Their Royal Highnesses, the Duke and Duchess of 
York, are in the Northwest Territories capital city on 
the final leg of their official Canadian tour. 

Seven- year-old Rory was chosen to present the 
bouquet by the N.W.T. Girl Guide Council . She was born 
in Yellowknife. Her family moved to Whitehorse several 
years ago and returned to the N. W.T. in January. Rory 
has finished her first year in the Brownie program. 
She has an older sister enrolled in Girl Guides. 

" Rory was c hosen because she exemplifies all 
the qualities a Brown ie should possess," says her Brown 
Owl Hazel Wainwright. "She is a happy , cheerful girl 
who learned to curtsey in her ballet classes ." 

Rory's parents are Brian and Pat Butler . Her 
father works for NorthwesTel. 
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CONTACT: Ci ndy Clegg 
Royal Visi~ Territorial Media Co- ordinator 
( 403) 8 7 3-8 980 (Royal Vis i t Media Cen tre ) 

( 403) 920 - 6176 
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ROYAL COUPLE TO REC E.l.tiJ:E2 N,t>~~ ERN GIFTS 

Gov.rnment of N.W T 
Y~1owkni1e N 'Air· · 

July ~ST "~ •A s lection of gifts YELLOWKN' 
exemplifying the diverse cu u nd artistic riches 
of the Northwest Territories will be presented to their 
Royal Highnesses, the Duke and Duchess of York, when 
they visit here this weekend. 

On behalf of the people of the NWT, territorial 
Government Leader Nick Sibbeston will present Lady 
Sarah with a beaded, white caribou-hide vest produced 
by Treeline Trappings, a local arts and crafts company. 
The vest was designed and sewn by Ruth Edgson who is 
the head of Treeline Trappings' sewing centre and 
beaded by Antoinette Desjarlais who is the company's 
"resident beader". Both women live in Yellowknife. 

The white hide, produced in Snowdrift, is rare. 
It is prepared by bleaching it through long exposure to 
the sun and wind and is used only for special garments. 

His Highness Prince Andrew will receive a pure 
wool sweater made by Kawtysie Kakee of Pangnirtung. 
The "Baffin blue" pull-over features grey detailing on 
the neck and cuffs and a large white band inset with a 
light blue design of ulus (a type of Inuit knife) and 
traditional Inuit fishing spears. 

The territorial government will also be giving 
the Royal couple th~ book, "Nahecho Keh - Our Elders", 
produced by the Slavey Research Project of Fort 
Providence featuring photos by Tessa Macintosh, a 
well-known northern photographer. 
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The City of Yellowknife has chosen the symbol 
of the City as its gift to their Royal Highnesses - two 
gold knives: a lapel pin for Prince Andrew and a 
pendant for the Duchess of York. 

On behalf of the Dene Nation, president Steve 
Kakfwi and his five-year-old daughter Kyla, will 
present the Duke and Duchess with the book "Denendeh -
A Dene Celebration". The book was published by the 
Dene Nation,and features photographs by Father Rene 
Fumoleau, a Catholic priest who has lived and travelled 
throughout the Mackenzie Valley since 1952. 

A copy of the award-winnin~ film "My Land Is My 
Life: A year of life on the land among Native people of 
Canada's Western Arctic" is another gift to be 
presented by the Dene Nation. The film was produced by 
Goldi Productions of Yellowknife. 

After attending services at the Holy Trinity 
Anglican Church on Sunday, the Duke and Duchess of York 
will receive a gift of photographs from Dr. and Mrs. 
George Gibson of Yellowknife. Dr. Gibson attended 
Prince Andrew on his last visit to the North in 1977 
when His Highness visited Cape Columbia, the most 
northerly tip of North America and the most northerly 
point ever reached by any member of the Royal family. 
One photograph, taken by Dr. Gibson on that trip, is of 
a Long-Tailed Jaeger, a rare and graceful bird that is 
one of the few species found only in the very high 
Arctic. The other photographs are of Prince Andrew 
himself, flying the helicopter on that same expedition. 
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On Sunday afternoon the Royal Couple will visit 
Giant Yellowknife Mines and they will receive a gold 
ingot poured at the Yellowknife refinery. The ingot 
contains 104.6 grams of gold and is set in a 
handcrafted oak case designed and crafted by Raymond 
T.C. Lam of Toa Chen's Art Gallery of Yellowknife. 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Royal Visit Territorial Media Co-ordinator 
(403) 873-8980 (Royal Visit Media Centre) 
(403) 920-6176 
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TOURIS M AND illJN30~ ~,B.. NEED BOARD 
APPOI NTED Gove,- ,Y87 

Y911~a~t Of N.w T 
n,,Q. IV. W. r· . 

YELLOWKNIFE (July - Mem ers of the N.W.T. 
tourism i ndustry will now be able to tell the Minister 
of Education what kind pf training and occupational 
standards are required for successful northern tourism. 

The Tourism Training and Manpower Needs Board 
has been formed to provide a formal means for the 
private sector of the N. W.T. tourism industry to advise 
Education Minister Dennis Patterson on general 
conditions governing tourism occupations in the 
Territories. 

In t he past, many different tourism training 
courses had been offered t h roughout the N.W.T., but 
there had been no consistent control over content, 
quality , focus or effectiveness of the programs. The 
Board was formed after several studies indicated a need 
to find exactly what i~ required to t rain Northerners 
to work as tourism professionals. 

The newly-appointed board has seven members 
from across the Northwest Territories. It will review 
and make recommendations on all tou r ism courses offered 
by Arctic College , re c o mmend cert i fication standards 
for people in designated t our i sm occup ations and hear 
from members of the i ndustry and general public on most 
matters related to trai n ing , e x a mination a nd 
certification of peopl e in tou r i sm occ upations . 
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Members of the Board include; Chummy Plummer 
from the Sport Fishing Lodge Operators Association, 
Robert Lauzon, representing the N.W.T. Hotel 
Association, Seanna Atagootak from Pond Inlet, 
representing the Baffin Region Hunters and Trappers 
Committee, Darlene Mandeville from the Travel Industry 
Association of the- N.W.T., Raymond Ningeocheak of Coral 
Harbour from the Inuit Tapirisat of Canada, Alex 
Nitsiza of ~ac La Marte representing the Dene Nation 
and Linda Walton, representing the Metis Association. 

The board will also help establish Tourism 
Occupation Advisory Committees to investigate, consider 
and recommend training, course curriculums, 
examinations, certification and registration 
requirements for various tourism occupations. 

Several representatives from tourism-related 
territorial government departments, Arctic College and 
Canada Employment and Immigration serve as non-voting 
advisors to the Tourism Training and Manpower Needs 
Board. 

Members of the Board are appointed by the Minister of 
Education and will serve two-year terms. They reflect 
a cross-section of the industry and geographic areas of 
the Northwest Territories and are all active 
participants in the N.W.T. tourism industry. 
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CONTACT: Jacqueline McLean 
Manager, Program Development Evaluation 
Advanced Education 
Department of Education 
Government of the N.W.T. 
(403) 873-7372 
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HIGHWAY REPAIR CONTRACTS AWARDED 
AUG 4 1987 

Gowrnment of N.W.T. 
YELLOWKNIFE (July 30) - Highway a d r~ ~ ~ .T. 

contracts worth over 4.5 million were awaL~~~ ~ ~ .J.t;;.----~ 
Department of Public Works and Highways between June 23 
and July 15. 

Public Works and Highways Minister Gordon Wray 
today announced the awarding of the following eight 
contracts: 

$193,300 to Beaver Enterprises, of Fort Liard, 
to provide emergency grade pairs on the Liard 
Highway; 
$817,212 to Edmonton firm, Everall Construction, 
to apply cold mix/granular base to the Mackenzie 
Highway; 
$195,727 to Rowes Construction, from Hay River, 
to provide access road drainage at Fort Providence; 
$696,640 to an Edmonton company, Carmacks 
Construction, to provide granular base/surface 
treatment on the Fort Smith Highway; 
$2,626,672 to Everall Construction, of Edmonton, 
to provide asphaltic concrete paving on the 
Hay River Highway; 
$130,598 to a Hay River firm, Stan Dean and Sons, 
to provide land development/drainage in Fort 
Providence; 
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$143,780 to Yellowknife firm Clark-Bowler 
Construction to perform renovations to the 
Legislative Assembly Building in Yellowknife; and, 
$235,400 to Unico Contractor/Bond A Ply Roofing, 
from Yellowknife, to perform roof retrofits to two 
apartments in Cambridge Bay. 
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CONTACT: Judy McLinton 

· ,\ . Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
.(. 403) 873-7257 
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J UNI OR PARK RANGER PROGRAM UNDERWAY 

1987 

Gov•rnmeot of N 
Yellowk ·t · W. T. n, e. N.W.T. 

YELLOWKNIFE (Aug. 6) - Six Yellowknife 
teenagers are spending the next four weeks learning new 
skills under the Department of Economic Development and 
Tourism ' s junior park r~nger pilot project . 

"The program was developed this summer as a 
pilot project to provide jobs for teenagers who had 
little experience and no job prospects. If it proves 
successful, it may be expanded __ next .. year -to --include - 20 -- --- ---- --
youths from Yellowknife with similar programs being set 
up in the Fort Simpson , Hay River and Fort Smith 
areas," said Mi nister of Justice, Michael Ballantyne. 

He was at Prelude Lake last week to present a 
cheque to the Tree of Peace Friendship Centre on behalf 
of the Minister of Economic Development and Tourism, 
and to meet the junior r a ngers. Tree of Peace is under 
contract to man age the project. 
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Participants in the program, aged 15 to 18, are 
now building fences, painting, transplanting trees, and 
upgrading trails. They and their supervisor live at a 
tent camp at Prelude Lake Territorial Park during the 
week. Each junior ranger is paid $1,000 for working 
the four week period. 
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CONTACT: D~ Moir 
Parks Supervisor 
(403) 873-7317 

Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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1
iwT BU 

Governmoot of N.W.T. 
Yeflowknife, N.W.T. 

YELLOWKNIFE (Aug. 6) - The territorial 
government has put a previously run government service 
into the hands of the p~ivate sector in keeping with 
the privatization policy. 

Nick Sibbeston, Minister of Economic 
Development and Tourism, today announced that a 
three-year contract has been awarded to Orion Datacom 
of Yellowknife to publish annual NWT Business 
Directories. 

"The Business Directory is a valuable tool for 
promoting northern businesses, and this is an excellent 
opportunity for the private sector to use its expertise 
in what has previously been a government publication," 
Mr. Sibbeston said. 

The Department of Economic Development and 
Tourism and the Bureau of Statistics have produced two 
NWT Business Directories - one in 1983 and one in 1985. 

While neither of those publications carried 
advertising, the 1987 directory, published by Orion, 
will give business people a chance to advertise their 
specialties. The directory, which is used by customers 
to locate goods and services in the NWT, will be widely 
distributed in northern and southern Canada. 

"Advertising in the directory will give the 
businesss community exposure to often untapped markets 
across Canada as customers turn to it when trying to 
locate norther~ products and services," the Minister 
said. 
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Orion expects to begin compiling its list of 
NWT businesses soon, and will not charge for this 
service. To be listed, businesses should contact Orion 
or their local Economic Development Officer. 

The three-year contract with Orion will cost 
the government $75,000 the first year, $64,000 the 
second year, and nothing the third year. If the 
government h~d continued to produce the directories, it 
would have cost an estimated $130,000 per year. 

"As a result of awarding the contract to a 
private firm, the government is not only lending its 
support to the private sector, but is also saving 
taxpayers money," Mr. Sibbeston said. 

The contract insures a minimum of 4,000 
directories will be printed each year and will be sold 
for no more than $15 each. The contractor is 
responsible for all aspects of printing the directory. 

The call for proposals was made in November, 
1986, and five proposals were received. Two firms were 
given a further test to prove their capability. Orion 
was the low bidder. 
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CONTACT: John McGregor 
Manager, Business Financial Services 
(403) 873-7388 

Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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AUG 7 1<:,r-0 
DON PRUDEN POST- HUMOUSLY AWARDED FOR CONT I ~ ON 

nmem of N.W.T. 
TO PARKS Yeffowknit-e, N.W.T. 

BAKER LAKE (Aug. 6) - The late Don Pruden was 
post-humously honored Tuesday for his contribution to 
parks in the Northwest Territories. 

Tom Butters, Minister of Finance, presented the 
Merit Award to the widow of the one-time Chief of 
Tourism and Parks, Gwen Pruden, at a dinner during the 
Annual Federal Provincial Parks Conference in Baker 
Lake. 

"The Northwest Territories nominated Don Pruden 
for the award because of his long and dedicated 
involvement with territorial parks," the Minister says. 
"He was involved with parks at its fledgling beginning, 
and nurtured them to their current status. 

"He helped develop the few isolated campgrounds 
we had back in the late 1950's and early 1960's into 
the chain of - parks, campgrounds and picnic sites on the 
Mackenzie, Dempster, and Liard Highways we have today," 
Mr. Butters said. 

The NWT now boasts 24 wayside parks, 12 
community campgrounds, and three historic parks. 
Recreational parks, started by Mr. Pruden, are now 
being developed at Blackstone on the Liard Highway, 
Campbell Hills in the Inuvik region, and Hidden Lake 
near Yellowknife. 
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"It was his foresight and hard work that led to 
the development of Ellesmere National Park. It is the 
first national park developed as a result of 
territorial-federal negotiations, and it is the only 
national park to be established in the NWT in the last 
decade," he says. 

~It is appropriate that wear~ presenting the 
award in Baker Lake as Don began his career in the 
Keewatin area when he worked for the Government of 
Can ad a in 1 9 s· 9 , " Mr • Butters says • Mr • Pruden ' s career 
with the territorial government began 10 years later in 
1969. He retired in 1982 due to poor health, and died 
last year. 
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CONTACT: Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
( 403) 873-7251 
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Governmoot ot N.W·r 
Yeltowknif e. N. WT. . 

BAKER LAKE (Aug. 6) - Over 50 dele m · · 
across Canada gathered in Baker Lake this week for the 
26th Annual Federal Provincial Parks Conference. 

"Discussions focused mainly on the requirements 
for the establishment of national parks. One of the 
main items on the agenda was the report of the Task 
Force on New Park Establishments," says Minister of 
Finance Tom Butters. He attended the conference on 
behalf of Minister of Economic Development and Tourism, 
Nick Sibbeston. 

Dr. John Theberge of the Univesity of Waterloo, 
who chaired the task force, also chaired a discussion 
and review of the report. The task force, which made 
its final report a few months ago, looked at conflicts 
~ith resource users, problems with provincial 
jurisdiction, concerns of the general public, and the 
problems of establishing parks in the North . 

Mr. Butters addressed delegates from federal 
and provincial agencies, national interest groups, and 
hunting and trapping associations about the people and 
places of the NWT. Many of the conference delegates 
had never before visited the territory. 
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Panel discussions throughout the four-day 
conference included a review of new parks 
establishment, the creation of parks on northern and 
southern lands, heritage lands, marine parks and 
tourism considerations in park development. 

The annual conference concluded yesterday with 
a picnic and community dance, followed today by a field 
trip to Wager Bay. 
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CONTACT: Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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TRADITIONAL DENE CAM P SET UP ON YELLOWKNIFE BAY 

YELLOWKNIFE (Aug. 7) - Residents and visitors 
to Yellowknife will now be able to get a taste of 
traditional native life by visiting an historical Dene 
Camp on Yellowknife Bay . 

Muriel Betsina of Rainbow Valley is setting up 
the camp with a $5,000 grant from the territorial 
department of economic development and tourism. The 
balance of the start-up costs were privately financed . 

Nick Sibbeston , Minister of Economic 
Development and Tourism, says he is pleased with Mrs . 
Betsina's i niative in gett i ng the project off the 
ground , and hopes other operators will become involved 
i n s i milar ventures. 

" This Dene camp is truly a landmark in tourism 
operation out of Yellowknife, " Mr . Sibbeston said . " I t 
is the only opportunity in the Yellowknife area for 
tourists to get out of the city and get a glimpse of 
traditional native life and culture . It is through 
seeing native life first-hand that southerners will 
begin to understand our ways . " 

Day tr i ps to the camp are being organized by 
the Yellowkn i fe-based company , Canada North 
Expedition s . Two trips , one in the afternoon and one 
in the eveni ng , will take visitors on a 20 minute boat 
ride from Rainbow Va~ley to the mou t h of the 
Yellowkn i fe River . 
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Groups of up to 16 will dine on a traditional 
Dene meal of fish or caribou and can expect to learn 
about native culture from elders who will be 
demonstrating crafts, tanning hides, netting and 
smoking fish. Visitors will also be able to learn 
about the histdry ~f the camp by taking a guided tour 
of the island. 

The camp will get underway in the next couple 
of weeks a1'd may continue into the winter with 
snowmobile expeditions to the island. 
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CONTACT: Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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GNWT RECEIVED DISASTER ASSISTANCE PAYMENT 

YELLOWKNIFE (Aug. 10) - A final disaster 
assistance payment of $68,342 was presented to the 
Territorial government last month by the Government of 
Canada. 

Municipal and Community Affairs Minister Gordon 
Wray accepted the contribution on behalf of the 
Government of the Northwest Territories. 

This payment is the final installment of 
federal contributions provided under the Disaster 
Financial Assistance Arrangements (DFAA) related to the 
May 1985 floods in Hay River. Total disaster-related 
expenditures from the floods amounted to $645,564. The 
federal government, through Emergency Preparedness 
Canada, agreed to share these costs to a maximum of 
$479,208. An initial $345,000 federal contribution was 
provided last August~ 

The DFAA provides the federal government with a 
mechanism for responding to provincial and territorial 
requests for financial aid in the wake of major 
disasters. A formula relating disaster expenditures to 
the population of the affected territory or province is 
used to calculate the federal share. 
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A total of $618,000 in disaster assistance was 
paid to Hay River residents who suffered losses and 
property damage in the 1985 floods. The Territorial 
government, due to the special circumstances facing 
local hunters, trappers and fishermen, extended the 
assistance to include areas considered ineligible under 
the DFAA. 
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CONTACT: Judy McLinton 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7257 
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ROYAL COUPLE RETURN HAPPY AND RELAXED FROM 
CANOEING ADVENTURE 

YELLOWKNIFE (Aug. 9) - After paddling 300 
kilometres on the Hanbury and Thelon rivers, Their 
Royal Highnesses, the Duke and Duchess of York and 
their 6 Canadian canoeing partners returned to 
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories on Saturday, August 
8. This two-week expedition to the Arctic Barren Lands 
concluded their Canadian tour. 

The expedition was the first arctic canoeing 
experience for the Duchess and the third trip for the 
Duke. The Royal Couple said the trip was a great 
success and the Duchess remarked on her return, "I've 
had a tremendous two weeks. the experience was 
challenging and demanding but I feel a great sense of 
achievement." 

Some facts of the journey: 

There were 13 portages and on one particular 
day a distance of 10 kilometres was walked 
in three separate portages. 

The total distance paddled was 300 
kilometres over which distance the river 
dropped nearly 250 metres. 

Over 40 separate rapids were canoed. 
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The party saw many caribou, including some 
wandering through the campsite; several small family 
groups of muskox; several moose on the river banks; 
and, a wolf, both seen and heard by the group. But, 
"sadly" according to P~ince Andrew, "there were no 
grizzly bears." 

There was no external support for the group. 
All the equipment and food needed for the trip was 
carried with them. One evening, the Duchess caught 
dinner for everyone - a Lake Trout. 

The canoeists experienced abnormal weather 
conditions for the area and the time of year. It was 
either hot, still and humid with plenty of bugs or they 
faced strong, cold, headwinds coming from the polar ice 
cap. 

The Hanbury and Thelon rivers wind through a 
huge, isolated and uninhabited part of Canada. To 
reach the starting point of the journey and to return 
to Yellowknife, the Duke and Duchess and their partners 
had to travel by float plane. 

The canoing team was: 

The Duke and Duchess of York 
Terry Guest and Sue Guest 
David Thompson 
Donald Grant 
Al Pace 
John Ellis, Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 
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CONTACT: Catherine MacQuarrie 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7343 
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POOL PROGRAM MAKES BIG SPLASH IN N.W • • 
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YELLOWKNIFE (Aug. 11) - Our progr~m~ 2J ~U~Stt ~e.e.:ps----­

getting bigger and better every year, says Kathyrn 
Youngbludt. 

Kathryn is the summer Aquatic Co-ordinator for 
the Northwest Territories and the program she's talking 
about is one of the most popular ones offered by the 
Sport and Recreation Division of Municipal and 
Community Affairs -- the Above Ground Pool Program. 

"Seventeen pools were staffed and operating 
this summer throughout the N.W.T.," says Kathyrn. 
"There are six pools in the Inuvik Region, five in the 
Fort Smith region, four in the Keewatin and two in the 
Baffin Region." 

The Kitikmeot Region is scheduled to receive 
its first pool next summer when a new pool is 
constructed in Cambridge Bay. 

Regional aquatic co-ordinators now work out of 
Hay River and Inuvik. A third regional aquatic 
co-ordinator, for the Keewatin, will start in 1988. 
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The pool assistants and junior leaders training 
programs remain favourites among young northern 
swimmers. "This year we had 176 participants in our 
junior leader program and many of them were returning 
for the second year," adds Kathyrn. The junior leader 
program, for youths between 12 and 15 years of age, is 
designed to expose more people to different aspects of 
the pool program and to ready a core of youths for the 
pool assistants program. Aspects of the program vary 
from community to community. Ninety-seven junior 
leaders completed the program in 1986. 

Pool assistants work with the pool supervisors 
to lear~ the basics about operating a pool and teaching 
swimming and safety programs. 

"Trina Wright of Pine Point is the success 
story of our pool assistants program," states Kathyrn. 
"Trina was a pool assistant last summer and this year 
she's running her own pool, as the pool supervisor, in 
Pine Point. She continued her training through the 
winter, while attending University, by taking 
additional courses sponsored by the Territorial 
government." 

Regional workshops for pool assistants and more 
advanced junior leaders were held this year in Aklavik, 
Norman Wells, Hay River, Coral Harbour and Cape Dorset. 

A new how-to video, on constructing an above 
ground pool, was available to communities this year. 
New test kits for water quality also were introduced. 

Another innovation this summer was the pilot 
water front program offered in Lac La Martre. This 
safety-oriented program was run by the pool supervisor 
and assistant. Componets of this program include small 
craft safety survival and general water safety. 
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Popularity of the above ground pool program is 
clearly shown in the numbers of awards presented during 
the 1986 season -- 1651 Red Cross Swimming Awards, 303 
Royal Lifesaving Awards and 22 First Aid Awards. 

Swim meets are the new rage among the above 
ground pool set. Not only did each community pool host 
its own local swim, five regional swim meets were held. 
Inuvik and Norman Wells each hosted the Inuvik regional 
meets, Fort Providence welcomed Fort Smith regional 
swimmers, Coral Harbour entertained Keewatin swimmers 
and Cape Dorset played host to Baffin Swimmers. 
Ribbons were presented to each participant and for 
first, second and third finishers. 

Future plans for the above ground pool program 
include exploring options for better enclosures for 
seasonal swimming pools and a busing proposal. "We're 
looking at the feasibility of busing people from 
communities without pools to those with them to meet 
the increasing demand for services," says Kathyrn. 
"For example, people from Arctic Red River could bus 
into Fort McPherson to use the pool. The same system 
could work for Arctic Bay and Nanasivik or Hay River 
and the Hay River Reserve." 

Assistance is also provided, through the summer 
aquatic program, to tax-based municipalities for staff 
training and participation in regional events. 

However, the above ground pool program, started 
in 1967 with a portable pool in Fort Simpson, shows no 
signs of abating. "It's one of the most successful 
recreation programs offered by the Territorial 
government," says Recreation Manager Roland Gosselin. 
"We want to keep up the momentum and let the program 
get bigger and better every year." 
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CONTACT: Judy McLinton 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7257 
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YELLOWKNIFE (August 11) - People oft e Q_i-M~~~I~~~ :NX4J, J 
an exhibit of 18 watercolours documenting the ifes 
of the Padl imui t band of the Caribou Eskimo, w · - be 
display at the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage 
Centre , August 20 to September 20 . 

Nine of the paintings look at the general 
aspects of the band's lifestyle. The other nine focus 
more closely on ethnological motifs, like the special 
designs of the arnouti, the parka designed especially 
for women with children . 

Mrs. Marsh painted the watercolours between 
1933 and 1944 , while a resident of Eskimo Point with 
her husband , Bishop Donald Marsh . 

The collection was donated to the Prince of 
Wales Northern Heritage Centre by the Imperial Order of 
the Daughters of the Empire (I . O. D. E . ) 
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CONTACT: Bruno Pouliot 
Acting Curator of Collections 
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7668 

Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communicat i o n s 
(403) 873-7615 
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YELLOWKNIFE (Aug. 12) - Twent -
analysts and brokers from across Canada arrive 
Yellowknife on Monday to begin a four-day tour of 
northern mining operations. 

Organizers from the department of economic 
development and tourism hope the tour will result in 
increased mining investment in the Northwest 
Territories. The mining industry has responded 
positively to the Mining Investment Tour by sponsoring 
receptions, dinners, and paying for air charters for 
the group. 

Accompanied by a Toronto Stock Exchange 
representative and two reporters, the group will spend 
the first two days in Yellowknife and the last two days 
visiting field operations in the area. 

The NWT Mining Investment Tour kicked off 
yesterday morning with federal a nd territorial 
government officials giving the southern brokers an 
overview of past, current, and potential mining and 
exploration activities. Federal and industry 
representatives also provided overviews of the 
exploration belts and properties the group were to 
visit. In the afternoon, the brokers and analysts 
toured Giant and Treminco Mines. 

Today and Thursday will be dedicated to field 
tours. Those on the tour will visit Thor Lake 
(Highwood), Courageous Lake/Tundra (Noranda/Getty), 
Salmita (Giant/Giant Bay), Contwoyto Lake (Echo 
Bay-Lupin Mine) and Indin Lake (Neptune). 
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Delegates will visit Nerco Con Mine on Friday 
morning, followed in the afternoon by brief 
presentations by property holders, including Aber, 
Borealis, Bow Valley, Equinox, Goldak, Kelmet, Noble 
Peak, Roxwell, and Urangesellschaft. 

CONTACT: Dave Nutter 
Organizer 
(403) 873-5281 

Sue Farrell 
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Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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HOUSING CORP. INITIATES WORKSHOPS ON HOMELESSNESS 

YELLOWKNIFE (Aug. 12) - In recognition of the 
United Nation's International Year of Shelter for the 
Homeless (IYSH), the NWT Housing Corporation has 
initiated a series of workshops on homelessness that 
will take place across the territory. 

"When we think of the homeless, we generally 
think of people who live on the streets of southern 
cities. In the North, we tend to think that it's not 
our problem, but being homeless is more than just not 
having a roof over your head," says Michael Ballantyne, 
Minister responsible for the Housing Corporation. 

"The homeless are people who do not live in 
adequate housing. The homeless are the elderly and the 
disabled who do not have proper facilities at home; 
they are victims of spousal assault _who are forced to 
flee their homes for safety; and they are people who 
live in overcrowded conditions," he says. 

,; In the NWT, every year is a year of shelter 
for the homeless, but in 1987, we want to focus 
particularly on finding solutions to meet the housing 
needs of the homeless," Mr. Ballantyne says. 

The five workshops organized by the Housing 
Corporation will provide a forum for government and 
non-government agencies to discuss the causes of 
homelessness and possible solutions to the problem. 
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The findings and recommendations from the 
workshops in Hay River, Eskimo Point, Inuvik, Cambridge 
Bay, and Iqaluit, will be presented at a public meeting 
in each of the districts. In conjunction with the 
Housing Corporation, the Dene Nation organized a 
conference on homelessness held recently in 
Yellowknife. 

The report from the conferences will be sent to 
the Canadian Council on Social Development (CCSD) and 
presented at the International Year of Shelter for the 
Homeless Conference being held in Ottawa from September 
13-16. 

It will form part of CCSD's national inquiry 
into the scope and issues of the homelessness in 
Canada. As well, the information gathered from the NWT 
workshops will be included in a report to Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) by the end of 
September. 

CONTACT: Janice Laycock 
Policy Officer 
(403) 920-6505 

Sue Farrell 
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Pulic Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 



NEWS RELEASE 
t-.orthwest Territories Housing Corporation, P.O. Box 2100, Yellowknife, N.W.T. XlA 2P6 

$overnment Library 

AUG 1 3 1987 
87-197 

Government of N.W.T. 

KENYAN TO SHARE HOUS NG Vf~,r§if'w THERNERS 

YELLOWKNIFE (Aug. 12) - A housing and social 
development leader from Kenya will arrive in 
Yellowknife on August 18 to observe workshops on 
homelessness in the NWT and present information to the 
public about his community development project in 
Kenya. 

The NWT Housing Corporation sponsored Robert 
Kilonzo under the Canadian Study Program for Developing 

_Countries as part of a series of activities to observe 
International Year of Shelter for the Homeless. The 
training program matches people from developing 
countries with a sponsoring organization with similiar 
needs and expectations. 

Michael Ballantyne, Minister responsible for 
the Housing Corporation, says he is pleased that the 
Corporation was able to become involved in the study 
program. 

"The NWT Housing Corporation is particularly 
interested in the work that Mr. Kilonzo has done to 
organize and train communities to work towards local 
solutions to housing problems. Although housing needs 
are very different from Aftica to North America, the 
principles behind community development are certainly 
international," Mr. Ballantyne said. "Throughout the 
three-week program, the Housing Corporation staff will 
be exchanging ideas and experiences with our Kenyan 
delegate. This sharing of ideas is likely to result in 
positive ways to meet the housing needs in both 
countries." 
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As head of a Village Improvement Project in 
Nairobi, Mr. Kilonzo provides training workshops for 
local leaders, advises them on using local materials 
and traditional skills for construction, and helps them 
gain access to resources. Village Improvement Projects 
operate in three different parts of Kenya which differ 
in climate, available materials, and cultural 
background. 

While in the North, Robert Kilonzo will travel 
throughout the NWT to meet with Housing Corporation 
staff and local groups to discuss community development 
and community participation in housing. He will also 
observe district workshops on homelessness and, in the 
evenings, speak to the public about his Village 
Improvement Project in Kenya. 

A schedule of his presentations follows. 

Yellowknife Aug. 19 

Hay River Aug. 21 

Eskimo Point Aug. 26 

Inuvik Aug. 31 

Cambridge Bay Sept. 3 

Iqaluit Sept. 9 

CONTACT: Janice Laycock 
Policy Officer 
(403) 920-6505 

Sue Farrell 

8:00 pm 

7:30 pm 

7:30 pm 

7:00 pm 

7:30 pm 

7:30 pm 

- 30 -

Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 

Prince of Wales 
Northern Heritage 
Centre Auditorium 

Ptarmigan Inn 
Banquet Room 

Inuit Cultural 
Institute 

Eskimo Inn 

Community Hall 

Navigator 
Conference Room 
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N.W.T. RESIDENTS JOIN IN TERRY FOX 

YELLOWKNIFE (Aug. 14) - Northwest Territories 
residents will take to local thoroughfares, tracks, 
trails and tundra again this fall as they run, walk, 
jog, bike, wheel or ride in the 7th Annual Terry Fox 
Run. 

\ 

Terry Fox, after losing a leg to cancer, 
decided in 1980 to help raise funds for cancer 
research. Terry's dream was that a cure for cancer be 
found. It was this challenge that inspired his 
Marathon of Hope. He ran three quarters of the way 
across Canada, raising $27 million, before his cancer 
spread and he was forced to quit. The annual 10 
kilometre Terry Fox Run keeps alive the hope that one 
day a cure for cancer will be found. 

Runs in Northwest Territories communities could 
be staged at any time between August 16 and October 11. 
The national date for the Terry Fox Run is Sunday, 
September 13. 

Last year 4,886 northerners participated in the 
Run. They raised $50,808.78, or about $1.05 per 
N.W.T. resident, for cancer research. Forty-seven 
communities staged Terry Fox events in 1986 including 
personnel at Polaris Mine and the military station in 
Alert. 
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The N.W.T. portion of the Terry Fox run is 
co-ordinated by the Sport and Recreation Division of 
the Department of Municipal and Community Affairs on 
behalf of the Canadian Cancer Society. The Territorial 
government, as a sponsor, covers the administration 
costs associated with the Run. Individual communities 
organize and supervise their own Runs. This year 
receipts for donations of $10 or more will be 
available. 
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CONTACT: Judy McLinton 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7257 
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YELLOWKNIFE (August 14) - An ar~-.--~,_..._._._ __ _ 
team organized by the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage 
Centre has unearthed what it believes to be Sir John 
Franklin's winter fort in Fort Franklin . The belief is 
based on the oral history of the Dene and on artifacts 
found . 

"The artifacts include parts of ceramic tea 
cups, a metal awl , beads and British gun flints . We've 
also found a lot of animal bone , from which we can 
reconstruct the inhabitants' diet ," says project 
director Chris Hanks , Subarctic Archaeologist with the 
Heritage Centre . He and 10 others worked at the site 
throughout the month of July . 

The e xcavation's goal was to salvage the area 
of the site , which had been slightly uncove r ed by a 
front-end loader , and to give Dene people the 
opportunity to learn more about themselves . 

"The artifacts s ho w t hem what their ancestors 
were doing centuries ago . This , combined with oral 
history , helps them put together the complete picture , " 
Hanks said . 

Frankli n used the fort duri ng the second , and 
most successful , of his t h ree e xpedition s to the North . 
He a nd members of his company mapped most of the 
no r thern coast , from Al aska to the Coppermine River , 
duri ng the summer of 1826 . The e xpedition could not 
h ave been accompl i shed wi thout the help of the Dene 
people . 
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During the excavation, the team uncovered a 
building which fits the description of the officers' 
quarters, kitchen and main hall noted in Franklin's 
journal. These remains are located in one of what the 
archaeologists believe to be five layers built up 
during different occupations. 

The bottom layer contained flakes of stone, 
which signifies a pre-historic site. The second layer 
contained the remains of an historical Dene site, 
including a lot of bone tools and bead. 

The next layer is believed to contain remains 
from a trading post occupied by the Northwest Trading 
Company from 1798 to 1807. 

Remains of Fort Franklin, 1825 to 1827, are 
included in the next layer. Areas of this level have 
been burned, which corresponds to information recorded 
by Father Emile Pettitot, who was in the area during 
the mid 1800s. 

This summer, Hanks was aided by George 
Pellissey of Fort Norman, who has been involved in 
similar projects for the past five years, and Andrew 
Hammond of Norman Wells, who has four years of 
experience. 

Both of these men helped set up and run the 
Northern Heritage Centre's field school at Drum Lake, 
which was in operation during the summers of 1985 and 
1986. Except for Hanks and Sue Cross, a Conservator 
for the Heritage Centre, all the people who worked on 
this summer's project were from the Fort Franklin area. 
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Two graduates of the Drum Lake field school, 
Tony Tatti of Fort Franklin and Betty Ann Betsedea of 
Willow Lake River, returned to further their studies. 
There were also four newcomers to the field of 
archaeology from Fort Franklin: Greg Baptiste, Dennis 
Kenny, Linda Modeste and George Vital. Baptiste will 
be brough to Yellowkknife to help analyze the artifacts 
with the financial assistance of the Northern Heritage 
Society (NHS) and the Fort Franklin Dene Development 
Corporation. NHS also sponsored his position at the 
field school. 

The Heritage Centre teaches the workers 
surveying, archaeological excavation techniques, 
treatment and handling of artifacts, accurate 
observation and recording, and interpretation of sites. 

"Learning how to interpret what we find is an 
important part of te process," Hanks says. "The people 
doing the work are an integral part of it all -­
they're not just labourers." 

Even if the students do not continue in 
archaeology, the skills they learn can be applied to 
other area of scientific research, like wildlife 
biology and geology. 

The project was sponsored by the Prince of 
Wales Northern Heritage Centre, with additional funding 
from the Science Institute of the N.W.T., the Northern 
Heritage Society and the Fort Franklin Dene Development 
Corporation. 
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CONTRACT: Andrew Hammond 
Chief Archaeological Field Assistant 
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7688 

Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7615 
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YELLOWKNIFE (August 17) - The Honorable Gordon 
Wray today announced that the Government of the 
Northwest Territories has entered into an agreement 
with the Town of Pine Point and the Federal Government 
to provide employee relocation assistance to residents 
of Pine Point not covered by other plans . Mr . Wray is 
the minister responsible for co-ordinating the 
Territorial Government's involvement in the Pine Point 

·mine shutdown . 

Under the terms of the agreement , the Town of 
Pine Poi n t will act as an umbrella agency representing 
employers who cannot provide relocation assistance to 
their staff . The GNWT will fund fifty percent of the 
cost of re l ocation up to a max imum of f i ve thousand 
dolla r s. A matching amount will be provided by the 
Canada Employment and Immigration Commission through 
its Community Futures Program . 

" Most residents of the town will be eligible 
for relocation assistance from their employers ," said 
Mr . Wray . " This new program will not replace that 
assistance , but will be an avenue of last resort to 
ensure that all eligible candidates are able to 
relocate , if they wish , to areas of Canada where 
employment i s available ." 
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Bruce McLaughlin, MLA for Pine Point, said he 
was pleased with the GNWT's response. "The unusual 
difficulties faced by the town's residents required an 
innovative and unique solution," he said. 
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CONTACT: Charles Scarborough 
Municipal Administrator 
Town of Pine Point 
(403) 393-2800 
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NWT TOURIST ATTRACTIONS TO RECEIVE BRITISH MEDIA 
COVERAGE 

YELLOWKNIFE (Aug. 19) - International reporters 
and photographers say their trip to the Nahanni 
following the visit of the Duke and Duchess of York to 
Yellowknife was the highlight of their trip to Canada. 

"As a result of the Nahanni media trip, the 
Northwest Territories will be featured in British 
newspapers and magazines as an exciting vacation 
destination. It is important that we take 
opportunities such as these to expose the NWT's tourism 
potential to the rest of the world," says Nick 
Sibbeston, Minister of Economic Development and 
Tourism. 

Seven members of the British media covering the 
royal visit flew to Fort Simpson and into Nahanni 
National Park to get an idea of what tourists can 
expect to find on a visit to the NWT. 

In Fort Simpson they met with papal visit 
organizer John Sheehan and were shown the site of the 
1987 papal visit, before flying into world Heritage 
Site national park. 

The media representatives hiked into Virginia 
Falls, one of the largest unmanaged waterfalls in North 
America, and there encountered a group of white water 
rafters returning from a trip down the Nahanni River. 

Government Library 

AUG 2 1 mo7 

Governmen1 of N. W. T. 
. . Yeltowknife. N.W.J 
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"The purpose of the tour was to create a higher 
level of awareness of the tourism potential of the NWT. 
The very fact that they were fortunate enough to meet 
with -people returning from a northern vacation will do 
a lot to boost the adventure-type vacations we 
encourage in northern Canada." says Mr. Sibbeston. 
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CONTACT: Chery Grant-Gamble 
Co-ordinator Marketing Programs 
Tourism and Parks 
(403) 873-7196 

Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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CHEFS FEATURING NORTHERN FOODS TAKE THE GOLD 

YELLOWKNIFE (Aug. 19) - Canadian chefs cooking · 
up northern foods took the gold in the World Culinary 
Arts Festival in Vancouver. As well, the festival 
meant a round-trip to Coppermine for a lucky Vancouver 
woman and her husband. 

The N~T sponsored Canada's team of five chefs 
in the international cooking competition which was held 
this year for the first time in North America. Chefs 
from 14 countries put their talents to the test, but 
none could beat the outstanding performance of northern 
country foods. 

In a continuing effort to promote northern 
foods in southern Canada, the Department of Economic 
Development and Tourism also put up a booth at the 
festival. That's where Vancouverite Barbara Fraser won 
her trip. 

People trying out the northern foods on display 
were asked to fill out a short questionnaire that asked 
such things as, had they ever before tasted northern 
foods, if so where had they tasted them, and how would 
they rate the foods. Mrs. Fraser's name was drawn, and 
she was declared winner of the four-day trip. 

She was one of many of the 600 respondents who 
had tried the northern foods at the NWT pavilion at 
Expo last year. Although an Inuit art and sculpture 
collector, Mrs. Fraser had never before visited the 
NWT. . ,;;;;-l~ 
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She and her husband left vanouver Aug. 4, and 
overnighted in Edmonton where they visited the West 
Edmonton Mall. The following morning they headed north 
to Yellowknife where they were given a tour of the 
city before leaving for Coppermine. They returned to 
Vancouver that Friday. 

CONTACT: 
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Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 

(403) 873-7251 
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PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS CONTRACTS AWARDED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Aug. 21) - Eight Public Works and 
Highways contracts, valued at almost $1.45 million, 
were awarded between July 15-31. 

Details of the contracts, awarded for highway 
and utilidor repairs, roof retrofits, access road 
construction and other work, were released today by 
Public Works and Highways Minister Gordon Wray. 

Three contracts were awarded for work in 
Iqaluit. These included a $154,952 contract to Pro 
Insulation of Stoney Creek, Ontario for utilidor 
upgrade and pipeline reinsulation; $264,750 to Standard 
Roofing Corp. Ltd. of Grande Prairie, Alberta for roof 
retrofits on 18 staff housing units in the community; 
and $115,000 to local firm Baffin Building Systems for 
partitioning the Nakasuk School. 

Highway repair contracts were awarded to Stan 
Dean and Sons Ltd. of Hay River and Beaver Enterprises 
Construction Ltd. of Fort Liard. The Hay River firm 
received $189,650 to replace culverts on the Mackenzie 
Highway, N.W.T. #1, while Beaver Enterprises received 
$224,464 to replace culverts at seven sites along the 
Yellowknife Highway, N.W.T. Highway #3. 

Access road construction contracts were given 
to Arctic Coast Enterprises Ltd. of Coppermine and the 
Hamlet of Pelly Bay. An access road to Pelly Bay's 
water supply will be constructed for $105,475 while an 
access road to the solid waste site in Coppermine will 
be constructed by the local firm for $198,099. 
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Arctic Tech. Contracting Ltd., a Yellowknife 
firm, received $190,000 to produce crushed granular 
material in Arctic Bay. 
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CONTACT: Judy McLinton 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7257 
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ADDITIONAL REGIONAL TOURISM OFFICER TO BE HIRED 

RANKIN INLET (Aug. 21) - The Honorable Nick 
Sibbeston, Minister of Economic Deveopment and Tourism 
is pleased to announce that a second Regional Tourism 
Officer will be added to the Regional Office staff of 
the Department in Rankin Inlet on January 1, 1988. 

"We are pleased that we are able to reallocate 
some of Economic Development and Tourism's resources 
within the Region to reflect the growth of the tourism 
industry in the Keewatin. In 1984 there were only 600 
visitors to the Region, this year there will be in 
excess of 2,500. This type of growth requires more 
support for the industry and our department is happy to 
provide that support where and when possible," Mr. 
Sibbeston said. 

"The tourism industry in the Keewatin has 
experienced tremendous growth over the last three 
years. It is for that reason that pressure on both 
industry and government has been very great indeed.", 
said Don Baker, President of Travel Keewatin. "We are 
most pleased to see the Government is reacting to the 
need for increased support for the industry." ------~~~~, 

Government Library 

- 30 -

CONTACT: Ian Kinsey < 

Tourism and Development Coordinator 
(819) 645-2881 

Gina Rowe 
Executive Director 
Travel Keewatin 
(819) 645-2618 
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Government of N.W.T. i\ 
Yellowknife. N.W.T. l 
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TRAVEL KEEWATIN AWARDED SERVICE CONTRACT 

YELLOWKNIFE (Aug. 21) - The Honorable Nick 
Sibbeston, Minister of Economic Development and Tourism 
is pleased to announce the award of a service contract 
to Travel Keewatin, the Tourism Zone Association for 
the Keewatin Region. 

The Contract, valued at $25,000 is for the 
Development and Management of a Product Development 
Seminar to be held in the Keewatin this September. The 
seminar will be attended by the tourism operators of 
the Region as well as others who specialize in the 
tourism product development. 

"These funds allow our operators to hold 
discussions with their colleagues to determine and 
design their own tourism products. With the feedback 
from the strong marketing initiatives of Travel 
Keewatin, it is important that the tourism industry 
react to the needs and desires of its customers to 
enhance existing product and to design new offerings. 
This seminar will allow us to do just that, " said Don 
Baker, President of Travel Keewatin. 

"We continue to support the impressive and 
aggresive tourism development initiatives of the 
Keewatin Region's tourism businesses," said Nick 
Sibbeston, Minister of Economic Development and 
Tourism. "This contract supports the industry in r Go 1ernrne·.~ ~1:--;- --
providing the kind of products that the market wa ts." J 

-----
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CONTACT: Ian Kinsey 
Tourism Development Coordinator 
(819) 645-2881 

Gina Rowe 
Executive Director 
Travel Keewatin 
(819) 645-2618 
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N.W.T. MINISTERS VISIT THE YAKUT AUTONOMOUS SO LI~E~T!..--------1 
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC 

YELLOWKNIFE (Aug. 21) - From high Arctic 
reindeer herds to community preschool centres and 
state-of-the-art hydrofoils built for the North, 
Education Minister Dennis Patterson and Gordon Wray, 
Minister of Public Works and Highways, say northern 
Canada can learn a lot from the Soviet Union. 

The two ministers have just returned from a 
trip to the far corners of the USSR. In April, Mr. 
Wray and Mr. Patterson were invited to visit the Yakut 
Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic this summer. 

"Soviet hospitality was overwhelming. This 
visit convinced us that the prospects for dialogue, 
contacts and cooperation between Canada and the Soviet 
Union, particularly with Yakutiya, are excellent," says 
Mr. Patterson. 

Yakutiya, in the far eastern region of the 
Soviet Union; has an area only 200,000 square 
kilometres less than that of the Northwest Territories. 

During the two-week visit, July 8 to 22, 
Russian officials and the delegation met with Soviet 
native people, especially the Yakuty, Eveny, Evenki and 
others living in communities where emphasis is placed 
on native languages, culture and traditional pursuits. 

"It was obvious that new contacts with 
Yakutiya, and the Soviet Union in general, could open 
the way for new commercial opportunities between both 
countries," Mr. Patterson says. 

Government of the Northwest Territories • Yellowknife, N.W.T., Canada XlA 2L9 • Telex 034-45504 



N.W.T. Ministers Visit the Yakut Autonomous Soviet 
Socialist Republic PAGE: 2 

The group had a close look at all levels of the 
Soviet educational system, including pre-school 
centres, elementary, junior and high schools, 
vocational training centres and extra-curricular 
programs. 

They also examined the Soviets methods for 
developing and maintaining high-level regional 
self-sufficiency and their use of local resources in 
northern industrial and economic development. 

How to plan communities for people living and 
working in traditional occupations and non-renewable 
resource development was another high priority of the 
ministers' visit. 

"In education and culture there were many areas 
from which we can learn," says Mr. Patterson. "These 
include day-care centres, culture preservation, 
development of pride and self confidence among Soviet 
native children, performing arts programs in schools, 
the award system for teachers and students, teaching of 
second and third languages and teacher training and 
evaluation. 

"In turn, the Soviets wanted to know about our 
approach to educating disabled children and the use of 
computers and audio visual material in our classrooms. 
We are sure that an exchange of teachers and students 
could benefit both countries." 

"In construction and municipal services, the 
Canadian North can learn and benefit from the Sovietsl 
experience in research and design of foundation and 
pilings and the construction of small sewage treatment 
plants," says Mr. Wray. 

"The Soviet Union was very interested in our 
use of lightweight materials and quality control 
methods we employ in small settlement construction. 

"In the transportation sector, we looked at the 
feasibility of testing the Soviet hydrofoil in our 
North, while the Russians had many questions about our 
northern highway construction," he added. 
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Both ministers felt their visit demonstrated 
the need to expand the existing Canada-USSR Arctic 
Science Exchange Program, which was renegotiated in 
February 1987. 

This program, in which the Government of the 
Northwest Territories takes a leading role, established 
contacts between scientists of both countries and 
provides Canadian scientists with access to Soviet 
research and experience in the Arctic. 

The GNWT is especially active under Theme III, 
Northern Construction, chaired by Larry Elkin, Deputy 
Minister of Public Works and Highways and in Theme IV, 
Education and Ethnography, chaired by Joe Handley, 
Deputy Minister of Education. 

A delegation of ministers and high-level 
officials in education and construction from the Soviet 
Union will visit the Northwest Territories September 10 
- 19. 
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CONTACT: Marina Devine 
Executive Assistant 
(403) 873-7132 

Government Library 

AUG 2 6 1qo: 

Governrne .t of N W.T. 
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87-208 

PUBLIC CONTROL OF EDUCATION A TOP PRIORITY FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

YELLOWKNIFE (Aug . 25) - During the next few 
years Northerners will take over control of schools 
throughout the N.W.T . Divisional Boards of Education 
will be established in all regions by 1990, says 
Minister of Education Dennis Patterson. 

"Public control of education has always been a 
firm objective of the Department of Education. We want 
to make sure the public has total control of their 
schools as soon as possible. 

"By setting 1990 as our target date to hand 
control of schools over to the people of the Northwest 
Territories, it will allow ample time for consultation 
with current education authorities, ensuring all needs 
are met," Mr. Patterson says. 

The target for divisional education boards was 
one of many objectives to come out of the Department of 
Education's annual senior management conference, held 
recently at Great Bear Lake Lodge. 

To make sure there is complete coverage of 
adult programs within one jurisdiction, the 
responsibility for adult education will be transferred 
to Arctic College, once the Divisional Education Boards 
are established. 

Government Library 

AUG ? 7 1q97 
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Several parts of the Education Act will be 
revised during the next two years, in response to 
recommendations made by the Special Committee on 
Education. Through public consultation, changes will 
be made to portions of the Act, addressing issues 
raised by the committee in its report, "Learning 
Tradition and Change." 

School-initiated performing arts programs will 
also be examined. After his recent trip to the USSR, 
Mr. Patterson was impressed with the many cultural, 
performing arts programs included in Soviet school 
curriculums. 

"Soviet students enthusiastically take part in 
many facets of the performing arts as an integral part 
of their core school programs; I was very impressed 
with their abilities and confidence as a result of 
their performing arts studies. 

"That kind of programming is something we must 
look at providing for northern students," Mr Patterson 
says. 

Other items discussed at the conference 
included training program plans, equal access, native 
language programs and Arctic College. 
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CONTACT: Gail Joyce 
Chief, Policy and Planning 
Department of Education 
920-6220 
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COPPERMINE PREMIERE FOR "THEY LOOK A LOT LIKE US - A CHINA 
ODYSSEY" 

Yellowknife (August 31) - ''Tiley Look a Lot Like Us", a video 
documentary of twelve Coppermine students' journey to China, is 
to premiere in the youths' home community September 3. 

111.e travellers, their parents, teachers and special guests will view 
the show at Kugluktuk School in Coppermine after attending a 
special dinner for the group. Later in the evening, the whole 
community will be invited to see the video. Other Northerners will 
get a chance to watch the show when it airs on CBC North this fall. 

Last May, twelve students - ten of them Inuit - and three teachers from 
Kugluktuk School travelled to the Peoples Republic of China for a sixteen­
day cultural tour. The kids of Kugluktuk School raised the money for the 
journey themselves, and the trip included visits to Shangh ai, Xian, Guitin, 
Beijing and Hohhot (Inner Mongolia). 

China was chosen as the destination because of a theory that the Inuit may 
be descended from people who came from Mongolia many thousands of 
years ago, travelling over an ice-bridge that once linked North America 
with present-day China. Indeed, the students found surprising similarities 
to their home in the far Arctic, from the bare, wind-swept grasslands of 
Inner Mongolia to the shape of tiny ivory knives found in a market~lace 
that one student says look just like ones his IfR=H~~gr~~:made. On 
meeting face to face, it was sometimes difficult fdf tlie two distinct 
cultures to tell themselves apart. 

~E_P O \ , . '1 
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Viewed from the perspective of the students themselves, the video 
documentary captures the experiences and reactions of these new world 
travellers, some of whom had never left their community before. 

The half-hour show is a co-production of Kudluk Productions of 
Yellowknife and the Department of Culture and Communications which 
made a $20,000 contribution to the video. The Department of Education 
also provided $5,000. Culture and Communications holds non-broadcast 
rights to the program and will be distributing copies (including native 
language versions) to all of the department's video centres and to public 
libraries in the communities. Education has also been provided with the 
program and will be making copies for their Social Studies courses in the 
schools. 

Contact: 

Catherine MacQuarrie 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7343 

- 30 -



GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

Government library 

87-210 

Prohibition in Fort Simpson for Papal Visit 

Yellowknife (September 1)-The consumption, possession, 
purchase,-sale-and-tr-ansport.of.liquor in and around Fort Simpson 
will be prohibited September 15 to 23, Justice Minister Michael 
Ballantyne announced today. 

The alcohol ban was requested by the community's Papal 
committee with the support of the Village Council, Band Council, 
Metis Association and the Dene Nation. This period of prohibition 
coincides with celebrations surrounding the visit of Pope John Paul 
the Second to Fort Simpson. The Pontiff is scheduled to arrive in 
the community on September 20 where he will say mass and speak 
with northern and national leaders. 

''The Papal visit is a very important event for Fort Simpson and the people 
of the Northwest Territories, 11 the Minister said. 11 After the 
disappointment in 1984 when the Pope was unable to visit the Village, 
especially the sadness of the elders who had travelled to meet him, this 
government feels it is very important that we assist the community in 
making sure the celebrations run as smoothly as possible." 

The prohibition request involved three separate Territorial government 
jurisdictions, Mr. Ballantyne said. 

First, the NWr Liquor Licensing Board will close all licensed premises in 
the village from September 15 to 23 inclusive. In addition, no beer may be 
sold under Off Sales licence during the days or times the liquor store is 
closed. 
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The liquor store, a responsibility of Ludy Pudluk, Minister of Government 
Services, will also be closed September 15 to 23. 

Finally, the Minister of Justice has approved special regulations stating that 
no person shall consume, possess, purchase, sell or transport alcohol 
within a 65 kilometre radius of the centre of Fort Simpson between 
September 15 and 23 inclusive. The RCMP have been asked to enforce the 
prohibition. 

CONTACT: 
Catherine MacQuarrie 
Public Affairs 
(403) 873-7343 
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~overr ,rnent library 

87-211 

NOMINATIONS TO BE RE-OPENED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Sept. 1) -- Michael Ballantyne says he 
will re-open nominations to the Board of Directors for the 
Inuvik Housing Authority. 

After reviewing the nominating procedure, the Minister 
responsible for the NWf Housing Corporation says he is 
concerned about questions of fairness and equity that 
arose from the recent nominations of Board members. 
Mr. Ballantyne is particularly concerned that 
nominations were received and considered after the 
deadline for nominations closed. 

"My objective is to establish a fair and open process in which all 
those interested in volunteering for the Board feel they have an 
equal opportunity. If nominations are received and processed 
after the established and published deadlines have passed, the 
process can hardly be described as fair. It will certainly not carry 
the respect of those who honoured the deadline, and it will not 
carry the respect of the public," Mr. Ballantyne says. 

The decision to re-establish the process has been discussed with, 
and has the support of, the Inuvik Housing Authority's 
nominating committee. 

In the meantime, the terms of the current Board have been 
extended by three months to allow enough time for a new 
nominating process. "Once a new slate of members has been 
nominated and appointed, the transition from one Board to 
another can be properly managed," Mr. Ballantyne says. 



Nominations To Be Re-Opened - 2 

"I regret that the election process had to be interrupted, but it is 
worth the extra time to have a system in place that is fair and 
which operates in the interest of the public," he says. 

He extended thanks to everyone interested in serving on the 
board and assured all applicants that their continued interest 
would be conveyed to the nominating committee. 

-30-

CONTACT: Hiram Beaubier 
President 
NWr Housing Corporation 
(403) 873-7850 

Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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JOBS IN JUSTICE: FUNDING FOR ARCTIC PLEI 

SEP O 8 1oq7 

Government 9f N.\/V'.T= 
Yellowknife. N.W.T. 

Yellowknife (September 8) - Northern native people will soon be 
getting information about jobs in the legal profession, the 
Territorial government's Minister of Justice announced today. 

Michael Ballantyne said the Arctic Public Legal Education Information 
Society (Arctic PLEI) will receive $11,500 from his department to produce 
a video that will concentrate on employment opportunities for legal 
secretaries, legal researchers and paralegals in the department of Justice. 
Arctic PLEI is a non-profit organization set up to explain the law and the 
legal system to the northern public. 

The video will explain how the justice system works in the communities 
and outline the various job opportunities for native people, the Minister 
explained. It will detail such things as the education required for various 
careers in the legal profession, where to get it, and how the jobs fit in with 
other positions in Justice. The show will also feature interviews with 
people already employed in the department as legal secretaries, legal 
researchers, paralegals, lawyers and court reporters. 

Arctic College's proposed program for legal secretaries also will be 
covered, as well as other courses available to Northerners interested in 
law-related careers. 

"In addition to making native people aware of the jobs available to them," 
Mr. Ballantyne said, "we hope this video will also serve as a tool to educate 
the general public about the Northwest Territories' legal system." 
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Contact: Jeff Gilmour 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
Department of Justice 

. _ (403) 873-6300 

Executive Director 
Arctic PLEI Society 
(403) 920-2360 
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ACTIVITIES PLANNED FOR YELLOWKNIFE ENERGY AWARENESS WEEK 

YELLOWKNIFE (Sept. 4) - Energy management workshops 
and exhibits by manufacturers and suppliers are major events 
planned for Energy Awareness Week here September 13-19. 

Energy Awareness Week is sponsored by the N.W.T. Department of Public 
Works and Highways; Energy, Mines and Resources Canada; and the 
Yellowknife Chamber of Commerce. 

Other activities scheduled for the week include contests for students, 
energy information videos on Yellowknife Cable 6 and a course for Heat 
Recovery Ventilator installers. 

Workshops on a number of energy management issues will run from 
September 15 -1 7 in Boardrooms A and B of the Yellowknife Inn. Topics 
covered include home energy audits, heating and electrical safety codes, 
retrofitting, insulation products, solar energy and photovoltaics, the R2000 
housing program and wood heat. Films and slide shows will accompany 
discussions on these topics. Day sessions are designed primarily for 
tradespeople, professionals, managers, contractors and building operators 
while evening sessions are geared to homeowners. 





Manufacturers and suppliers of energy-related equipment and building 
supplies will set up exhibits in the same location. 

The registration fee for workshops and exhibits is $5 per person while the 
fee for the Heat Recovery Ventilator installers course is $75 per 
participant. 

CONTACT: 
Kerry Parks 
Public Works and Highways 
873-7203 

Irene Sihvonen 

-30-

Lynn Conrad 
Energy, Mines and Resources Canada 
920-8475 

Yellowknife Chamber of Commerce 
920-4944 

Agenda Attached. 
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ASSISTANT DEPUTY MINISTER OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT APPO 

YELLOWKNIFE (Sept. 3) - The first native northerner to get a 
Registered Industrial Accountant's degree has been named 
Assistant Deputy Minister of Business Development with the 
Department of Economic Development and Tourism. Fred Koe's 
appointment was effective September 2. 

SEP O 6 1997 

Government of N.W. 
Yellowknife. N.W.T. 

Mr. Koe was most recently the Regional Superintendent of Economic 
Development and Tourism in Inuvik. During his 16 years with the 
government, he has worked in a number of senior government finance and 
administration positions. He was Special Facilitator for the Mackenzie Delta 
Beaufort Sea Co-ordinating Office, and Senior Economic Development 
Liaison Officer with the Department of Indian-Affairs and Northem-- ­
Development. 

Fred Koe is the founder of the Beaufort Industry Group (BIG), and is a 
member of The Society of Management Accountants of Canada. 

He received his Business Management Diploma from the Northern Alberta 
Institute of Technology in Edmonton in 1970, and earned his Financial 
Management Certificate from Ottawa's Algonquin College in 1975. He 
received his Certified Management Accountant's Degree in 1977. Mr. Koe is 
married with four children. 

CONTACT: Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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87-215 

RENEWABLE RESOURCE BOARD SETS PRINCIPLES 

YELLOWKNIFE (Sept. 9) - Guiding principles clarifying the 
role and mandate of the Mackenzie Valley Renewable Resource 

· Management Board were set by members at a meeting held here in 

late August. 

Renewable Resources Minister Red Pedersen established the Mackenzie 
Valley Renewable Resource Management Board to provide advice on 

wildlife and forestry management in the Dene/Metis land claims 

settlement area. 

Board members are Albert Adams (Inuvik), Harold Cook (Fort Good Hope), 

Harry Deneron (Fort Liard), George Kurszewski (Fort Smith), Joe McBryan 

(Hay River), James Rabesca (Rae), Greg Robertson (Yellowknife), Pat Scott 

(Fort Simpson), Stan Stevens (Norman Wells) and Jack Van Camp (Fort 

Smith). All members were appointed by the minister. Larry Hagen, senior 

policy adviser for the department, will act as executive director for the 

Board. 

At their first meeting, Board members discussed and clarified their role 

and mandate, their relationship with similar boards operating in the 

N.W.T., and established an operational framework. 
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Members also approved three guiding principles. According to these 
principles, the Board will: 

1. Provide recommendations, consistent with principles of 
conservation, public health and safety, to the Minister of 
Renewable Resources on policy and legislation. 

2. Provide a public forum for discussion and debate to formulate 
these recommendations. 

3. Promote conservation and wise use of renewable resources for the 
benefit of local residents while emphasizing the traditional 
renewable resource economy and considering national and 
international interests. 

The Mackenzie Valley Renewable Resource Management Board will 
meet in early November to discuss specific wildlife issues. 

CONTACT: Larry Hagen 
Executive Director 
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Mackenzie Valley Renewable Resource Management Board 
(403) 920-6390 
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87-216 Government Library 

Larger Funding Contribution for Yellowknife Public Librai,1' 1 4 10
A

7 ''1 
Govemmen.t of N.W.T. 

A contribution of $60,813 is going to the City of .ell~ ta. N.W.T. 
from the _departmen t of Culture and Communic · · 
assist with operation of the city's community library program. 

Minister of Culture and Communications Ludy Pudluk says the 
contribution is almost $14,000 higher than last year's, due to a new 
funding formula for community libraries that are members of the 
Northwest Territories Public Library System. 

Ten com1nunities have accepted contribution agreements to date and 
a further five agreements are being negotiated. 

Mr. Pudluk says NWT Public Library Services is placing increased 
emphasis on community control of local library programs while its 
headquarters staff in Hay River works on better methods for 
cataloguing and distributing new library materials and improved inter­
library communication. 

Contact: Cathy MacQuarrie 
Public Affaris Officer 
(403) 873-7343 
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COMMISSIONER APPOINTS NEW ASSISTANT 

Government Library 

SEP 1 4 ~137 

Government of N.W.T. 
Yellowknife. N.W.T. 

YELLOWKNIFE (Sept. 10) - Tony Whitford is Commissioner John 
Parker's new executive assistant. 

His appointment, effective Sept. 14, was announced today by 

Commissioner Parker. 

Mr. Whitford, who was born and raised in Fort Smith, is a graduate in 

Social Work from the University of Calgary. He worked for many years in a 

variety of positions including social work. More recently, he worked for 

Energy, Mines and Resources Canada. 

He has served as a Justice of the Peace in the Northwest Territories since 
1973 and is a member of the Task Force on Justices of the Peace and 

Coroners. 

Mr. Whitford replaces John Argue, who is now Director of Municipal Affairs 

with the Department of Municipal and Community Affairs. 

CONTACT: Judy McLinton 

Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7257 
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CONTRACTS AWARDED TO NORTHERN COMPANIES, 
HAMLET 

YELLOWKNIFE (Sept. 11) - Public Works and Highways 
contracts totaling over $2.5 million have been awarded 
to four n orthern firms and on e hamlet. 

Details of the contracts, awarded between July 31 and August 
20_ for land development, tank farm expansion, highway repair 
and road con struction, were annou nced today by Public Works 
and Highways Minister Gordon Wray. 

Land development in Eskimo Point will be done ·by a local firm, 

Eskimo Point Lumber Supply, Airport Services Ltd. The 

contract is valued at $161,035. 

A road, between Victor Bay and Arctic Bay, will be constructed 
by the Hamlet of Arctic Bay for $323,820. 

Break-away Energy Ltd., of Yellowknife, received a $115,892 

contract to expand the tank farm in Fort Franklin. 
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Highway repair contracts were awarded to Hay River and 

Yellowknife firms. Rowe's Construction Ltd. of Hay River 

received $358,540 to provide aggregate crushing on N.W.T. 
Highways #5 (Fort Smith) and #6 (Pine Point). Robinson's 

Trucking Ltd. were awarded $737,500 to provide aggregate 

crushing on the Yellowknife Highway (N.W.T. #3) and $836,250 

for providing the same services on the Mackenzie (N.W.T. #1) 

and Liard (N.W.T. #7) Highways. 

CONTACT: Judy McLinton 

Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7257 
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BAFFIN HISTORIC SITES NEED PROTECTING 

SEP 1 5 ,937 

Government of N,W_T_ 
Yellowknife. N.W.T. 

Iqaluit (Frobisher Bay) NWf (Sept.14) - Some visitors to the 
site of an historic Inuit dwelling place near Iqaluit have been 
damaging the site looking for artifacts. 

According to Regional Tourism and Parks Officer David Monteith, 
people who disturb an archaeological site or remove artifacts from it 
without an archaeological permit are in violation of the NWT 
Archaeological Sites Regulations, and may be charged by the RCMP 
or a Renewable Resources Officer. 

He said that the Department of Economic Development and 
Tourism has recently received complaints about damage at the 
Qaummaarviit Historical Site from a number of concerned citizens. 
Qaummaarviit is located at Peale Point, a short boat trip across 
Frobisher Bay from Iqaluit. 

The site contains a number of semi-subterranean stone houses, 
kayak stands, graves, and food caches from the Thule period. It was 
extensively excavated by archaeologists a number of years ago and 
then returned to the state in which it was originally found. All 
artifacts have been removed for preservation. 

Qaummaarviit is now being developed by the Department of 
Economic Development and Tourism as an historical site for local 
people and visitors to enjoy. Wooden walkways have been built, a 
brochure is being produced and interpretive signs in English, 
French and Inuktitut will be installed as soon as they are completed. 

Unfortunately there is nothing at Qaummaarviit right now to explain 
the significance of the site. People causing the damage may not be 
aware that their actions are in violation of the law. 
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Some of the rock walls of the Thule houses have been tom down, 
whale bones and ribs once used as roof supports for the Thule stone 
houses have been taken from the site and some digging has been 
done. Removing the old pieces of whalebone makes it harder for 
visitors to imagine what the houses were like close to 500 years ago. 

The Department of Economic Development and Tourism and the 
Baffin Tourism Association request that all visitors to the site 
respect the historical significance of Qaummaarviit and try not to 
disturb anything when they visit. 

'"'It is very important that this unique and valuable site be preserved 
for future generations to enjoy," said Monteith. "It's disappointing 
that this damage has been done, but we are hopeful that when the 
people responsible hear about the significance of the site, they will 
cooperate". 
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CONTACT: David Monteith 
(819) 979-5380 

Sharon Buness 
Public Affairs Officer 
(819) 979-4245 
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PANGNIRTUNG WEAVINGS FEATURED AT HAUF ;¥etlowknite. N. · · 
-----.... _ ..... __ .... _, 

Iqaluit (Frobisher Bay) NWr (Sept. 14) - Woven tapestries 
from the internationally acclaimed Pangnirtung Weave Shop 
will be featured at a show scheduled to open at the Arctic 
Visions Gallery in Halifax this month. 

This will be the first time this gallery has shown weavings from the 
Inuit community of Pangnirtung on Baffm Island. Sixteen original 
works will be on display from September 25 to October 1 7. 

Depicting scenes from Inuit traditional and spiritual life, the collection 
will include works dating back to 1977, some of which are the last 
still available in these limited edition series. 

Figurative imagery dominates the colourful tapestries of Pangnirtung. 
Woven using centuries-old European tapestry techniques, the 
simplicity and honesty of the original Inuit drawings are effectively 
preserved. The talents of Pangnirtung's best artists and weavers come 
together in an unusuai art form which has brought international 
acclaim to this tiny village of about 1000 people. 

Among the outstanding designs featured in this show are: 

#254 "Dancing in a Snow House" by artist Eleesapee Eshulutak and 
weaver Kawtysee Kakkee shows a family of Inuit dressed in traditional 
skin clothing dancing in the lamplight of their igloo. 

#269 "Trotting Caribou" is one of the larger pieces in the show, 
measuring close to five feet square. Designed by artist Annie Kilabuk 
and woven by Kawtysee Kakkee, it depicts a woman in a traditional 
tailed woman's parka riding a trotting caribou across the tundra. 
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#312 "Pulling a Whale" is a lively design showing a family wearing 
white parkas who are pulling a white whale onto the beach. The 
tapestry, featuring blues, greens, earth tones, and white was designed 
by Annie Kilabuk and woven by Towkie Etoangat. 

#323 'Woman and Her Tools" celebrates the traditional skills of Inuit 
women. The-design shows the head of a woman whose dancing braids 
are surrounded by the tools she uses · to scrape skins and prepare food 
for her family. It was designed by Annie Pitslulak and woven by Olassie 
Akulukjuk. 

The works in this collection range in size from 24 x 31 inches to 59 x 
60 . inches and range in price from $725 to close to $3000. Two more 
shows from the Pangnirtung Weave Shop are scheduled to take place 

. -this fall,one at the Pitakvik Gallery in Iqaluit, NWT in October and 
another at the Pitakvik Gallery in Calgary in November. 
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CONTACT: Kordula Depatie 
Manager, Pangnirtung Weave Shop 
(819) 4 73 -8870 

Sharon Buness 
Public Affairs Officer 
(819) 979-4245 
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EXHIBIT LOOKS AT \VORK OF JESSIE OONARK 
S£p 1 5 torq 

Governmem 
YELLOWKNIFE (September 15) - Jessie O ~ !9~~-~f7'. 
but productive, career as an artist will be featured in ilie 

exhibit "Oonark: A Retrospective" at the Prince of Wales 

Northern Heritage Centre, from September 27 to 

November 8. More than 80 of her drawings, wall 

hangings and prints will be on display. 

Oonark began drawing in 1959, soon after she moved to the 

community of Baker Lake. 

"In her fifties, a widow who had raised a large family, Oonark 

brought a great knowledge to her new occupation," says exhibit 

curator Jean Blodgett. "Experience of traditional life on the 

land characterized by hardship and hunger but rich in cultural 

heritage; experience of the changing times in the North with 

the move to community residence and the introduction of new 

systems of religion and education; experience in visual pursuits 

such as sewing and decorating clothes." 
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A number of recurring motifs show up in Oonark's work. 

These include figures of people in decorative clothing, birds, 

ulus, tattoo markings and circles. But Oonark does not dwell 

on any one subject -- her art deals with people, animals, daily 

life and legends. Her works reflect the natural and 

supernatural worlds of the Inuit. 

The influence of white culture also shows up from time to time. 

Snowmobiles, outboard motors, pipes and Christian subjects 

appear, but not as frequently as traditional Inuit motifs. 

She worked with a variety of materials, including coloured 

pencil, felt pen, brush and ink, duffle, felt and embroidery 

floss. Her works range from small drawings to large, brightly 

coloured wall hangings. 

Oonark continued her work almost until her death in 1985, 

although she lost the use of her hands in 1979, due to a 

neurological disorder. Even though she could no longer 

control her sewing needle or her pencil, she did try to 

continue drawing. Included in the exhibit is a sketch from 

March, 1982. It is believed to be her last effort. 

"These last shaky sketches, put down on paper as though by 

sheer force of will, are particularly moving testaments to 

Oonark's determination and talent," Ms. Blodgett says. 



"Jessie Oonark: A Retrospective," was organized for the 

Winnipeg Art Gallery by Jean Blodgett, as Guest Curator, and 

Marie Bouchard, Curatorial Assistant. The project has been 

supported by the Government of the Northwest Territories, 

the Canada Council and Indian and Northern Affairs Canada. 
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CONTACT: Bruno Pouliot 
Acting Curator of Collections 
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7668 

Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
Department of Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7615 
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MINISTERS DISCUSS AIRPORTS WITH FEDERAL MINISTER OF 
TRANSPORT 

YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T. (September 15) - Several importan 
territorial transportation issues were discussed at a 
meeting last week in Iqaluit with the federal Minister of 
Transport John Crosbie. Minister of Municipal and 
Community Affairs Gordon Wray and Minister of 
Education Dennis Patterson say new or improved airports, 
the need for port facilities and community docks were the 
main topics. 

Transport Canada was criticized for failing to make use of northern 
contractors and suppliers at its northern sites. "As a result," Mr. 
Wray says, "Transport Canada will investigate contractor 
capabilities, construction standards and the advantages of using 
northern contractors." 

At the meeting, the federal minister was urged to seek Cabinet 
approval for the devolution of the Arctic Airports Program, which is -
tentatively planned for April 1, 1988. 

According to MACA Minister Gordon Wray, the construction of new 
airports is a key element in negotiations for the transfer to the 
territorial government. "Since the program ended in 1983, there 
have been no new airports in the 'north. With Mr. Crosbie's 
support, we can begin building new airports in Paulatuk and Rae 
Lakes next year." 

Speaking on behalf of Eastern Arctic residents, Mr. Patterson and 
Mr. Wray complained about the absence of any port facility for the 
growing fishing industry. "It's unfortunate that shrimp and other 
fishing vessels in the Baffin region have to travel to Greenland or 
the Maritimes to offload and resupply," said Mr. Patterson. 
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Marine Facilities Policy which provides for funding and 
construction of dock and port facilities in the north. 

Mr. Patterson also discussed progress on the Native Employment 
Accord which was signed in March. 1986 between his Department 
of Education and the Ministry of Transport. Mr. Patterson said that 
he and Mr. Crosbie agreed that, "plans to increase the number of 
native people working at airpor:ts and the joint efforts of the federal 
and territorial senior managers to continue this work are 
progressing satisfactorily." 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 

Executive Council 
(403) 920-61 76 
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NEW HEALTH PROGRAM READY FOR N.W.T. SCHOOLS SEP17 ---

i over:iment of N.W.T. 
Yet1owknife. N.W.T. 

YELLOWKNIFE (September 16) - A new school progra 
aimed at helping students in the Northwest Territorie 
develop attitudes which lead to healthy lifestyles. L--------

Studies show that in the N.W.T. many children and young people 
smoke or use tobacco products, many teenage girls have babies, many 
teenagers have sexually transmitted diseases, many teenagers try to 
commit suicide, and that accidents are the leading cause of death in 
the North. 

To try to prevent some of these health problems, students will learn 
from the N.W.T. School Health Program. The program will enable 
students to develop skills, which along with the factual information, 
will allow them to make informed choices relating to health. 

The new School Health Program has been developed by the 
territorial Departments of Education and Health and is a required 
part of the N.W.T. school curriculum. 

Students in kindergarten will be the first grade level to receive the 
new health program, later this month. Curriculum for the Grade 1 
through Grade 9 portion of the program will follow shortly 
afterwards. 

The major goals of the new health program are to promote healthy 
lifestyles, to help students increase their self-estee,m, to provide 
factual information on the human body, to enable students to develop 
skills which allow them to make informed choices about their health 
and develop attitudes which lead to positive lifestyles. 

There are seven units in the program which include: mental and 
emotional well-being, growth and development, family life, alcohol 
and other drugs, nutrition, dental health, and safety and first aid. 
The first four units will be introduced· into schools now, the other 
three during 1988. 
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To ensure that the program would meet the :reeds of Northwest 
Territories students, people in every communlty in the N.W.T. were 
asked what students should learn about health. This was done before 
development began on the program materials. 

Starting this month, the Department of Education will also be 
conducting in-service sessions for teachers of the N.W.T. School 
Health Program to ensure they become familiar with the program 
and use it effectively in classrooms. 
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Contact: Helen Balanoff 
Program Specialist, Health Education 
Department of Education 
(403) 920-8762 

Bob Imrie 
Head, Health Information and Promotion 
Department of Health 
(403) 873-7991 



GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

arv 

87-224 

TIA, TRA VELARCTIC COMBINE EFFORTS 

SEP 2 2 1987 

Government of N.W.T. 
Yellowknife. N.W.T. · 

YELLOWKNIFE (Sept. 18) -- The Tourism Industry 
Association (TIA) of the Northwest Territories has developed a 
program to help individual tourism operators attend 
consumer shows in Canada and in the United States. 

Funded under the Economic Development Agreement, the 
Consumer Show Program will generate increased travel to the 
Northwest Territories by stimulating interest in the North via 
an information booth and by providing space to NWf 
operators at consumer shows. 

TravelArctic, the territorial government's tourism marketing agency, 
will be working in co-operation with the TIA by hosting trade 
receptions at the consumer shows. 

Nick Sibbeston, Minister of Economic Development and Tourism says 
the government is pleased that its tourism efforts are being combined 
with those of the private sector. 

"With TravelArctic's help in the venture, operators will be given an 
additional opportunity to develop trade contacts by allowing them to 
reach consumers and members of the travel trade in one 
marketplace," he said. 

The 1988 program now being circulated to all NWI' tourism operators, 
through TIA's tourism zone associations, provides for extensive media 
coverage in each of the marketplaces; trade receptions and 
presentations for local wholesalers, media, and special interest 
groups; collection of market data; provision of booth space and award­
winning dome displays; transportation assistance and the distribution 
of general information and operators' brochures. 
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"The program may well be the frrst of its kind in Canada," says Jack 
Walker, President of the TIA. "Feedback from last year's program, 
including two awards for the best displayed and informative booth, has 
been extremely positive. We anticipate this year's program to be even 
more successful." 

The program will include shows in California, Washington, Colorado, 
Texas, Minnesota, Illinois, Alberta, and Ontario. Sportshows in New 
York, Arizona and Massachusetts will be tested this year for possible 
inclusion in next year's program. These shows focus on canoeing, 
camping, wilderness viewing, cultural experiences, and photographic 
safaris. 

"Support and assistaI1ce from Canadian Airlir1es has been crucial in 
making the Consumer Show Program a success," says Marketing Co­
ordinator, Kelly Wilson. "Canadian Airlines' assistance has 
demonstrated its understanding of the need to participate in co­
operative marketing efforts." 

Northern operators have saved thousands of dollars on airfare. This has 
allowed some operators, who otherwise would have been unable, to 
attend the consumer shows, impact the marketplace, and gain needed 
market exposure. 

The program kicks off with a show in Anaheim, California beginning 
January 2, 1988 and ends in Calgary, Alberta in March. 
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CONTACT: Kelly Wilson 
TIA office 
(403) 873-2122 

Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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1 ·DIALll\!G FOR DEGREES: LIBRARIES "REACH OUT AND TEACH 
SOMEONE" 

Yellowknife (Sept. 22) A black box, a microphone or three, 
and voices from across the miles ... 

This isn't a science fiction setting - it's the basis of an exciting 
new project in learn.ing being brought to Hay River residents 
by the department of Culture and Communications this fall. 
It's a project NWf Public Library Service organizers hope will 
one day provide new education opportunities for people all 
across the Northwest Territories. 

Using the technology of teleconferencing, Library Services, in 
cooperation with the Thebacha Campus of Arctic College and the 
Southern Alberta Institute of Technology (S.A.I.T.), is offering a 
course in Rural Library Training. The course starts at the end of this 
month and runs until the end of December. The teleconferencing 
will connect students in Hay River and a number of Alberta 
communities with a teacher at S.A.I.T. in Calgary. They won't be able 
to see each other, but they'll be able to interact just as in a real 
classroom. 

Classes by teleconference have been available to many Alberta 
communities since -1981. Lecturers from S.A.I.T., Athabasca 
University, the University of Calgary and the Alberta Vocational 
Centre now offer about 50 different courses by teleconference. Last 
year, Fort Smith's Thebacha Campus hooked into the system. Lynda 
Wilson, head of Academic Studies, says the three courses offered 
were a great success. 
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"Maybe the anonymity in teleconference classes means the students 
feel less threatened," Wilson wonders. "But for some reason, the 
student · retention and successful completion rate in teleconference 
courses is found to often be higher than for regular classroom 
settings." The method is certainly far more successful than 
correspondence courses, she says, where the dropout rate can be as 
high ~s 75 per cent. 

The real benefit, however, is that teleconferencing can provide further 
education to people in communities where no other opportunities 
exist. It doesn't require anything but a room, a "convenor" (the black 
box), a microphone, a long-distance telephone line and, of course, at 
least one student. 

The people at Public Libraries' headquarters in Hay River are excited 
about the training possibilities teleconferencing may some day provide 
for staff in remote communities. 

"Training has always been a key part of our program," says Marion 
Pape, director of Library Services. "Libraries are a relatively new and 
unfamilar service for many Northern communities and if we're 
encouraging people to be involved in developing their local libraries, 
we have to be able to back that up with skill-sharing and opportunities 
for further education." 

For a number of years, NWrPLS has supported and facilitated training 
programs for their local ·librarians and support staff, mainly through 
the use of correspondence courses. Lately, those courses have 
included telephone tutors, who discuss course materials with students 
at least four times a school term. 

'We found that the support and advice of a tutor really helped 
correspondence students with their courses," Pape says,"especially 
when a person has no local support for learning library operations. 
With teleconferencing, the support network can be that much greater 
and provide a wider range of ideas and discussion." 



Although teleconference course technology may be simple and 
effective, it isn't cheap. The problem, Pape and Wilson say, is fmding 
a more cost-effective way to provide the service than exists in the 
North. The classes now take place over regular telephone lines, and 
long distance charges are added to the cost of taking a course. Both 
women are determined to find a way to offset the extra costs, perhaps 
using "dedicated" phone lines which charge a flat rate for long­
distance calls. 

"Anywhere we can identify dedicated phone lines," Wilson says, 
"we '11 look at making teleconference courses available in 
communities where there's enough interest." 

"I really feel this (teleconferencing) is a revolution in education and 
communications," Pape adds. "Library Services strongly supports 
the initiatives that have been taken in distance-education. We're 
going to keep working with Thebacha and with the Territorial 
government's Communications Services to fmd ways to deliver library 
teleconference courses to as many interested communities as 
possible." 

Contact: 

Marion Pape 
Director, 
NWI' Public Library Services 
Hay River 
(403) 874-6531 

Catherine MacQuarrie 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7343 
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"BRAND-NAME IDENTITY" IN WORKS FOR NWT TOURISM 
Government of N,W;T. 

YELLOWKNIFE (September 23) -- TravelArctlc, the territ rialvettowi~nife. N.W.T. 

government's tourism marketing division, and the Tourism 
Industry Association of the NWf have combined their 
resources to hire Camp Associates Advertising Ltd. of Toronto 
to develop a comprehensive advertising campaign for the 
Northwest Territories. 

"By having TravelArctic and the TIA combine their marketing budgets 
and strategies, the NWf is assured of a coordinated approach to 
attracting tourism dollars. Camp's promotional program will mean a 
positive, reinforced, and effective set of messages get across to the 
travel trade and to prospective Northern travellers," says Nick 
Sibbeston, Minister of Economic Development and Tourism. 

In conjunction with the Yellowknife companies Outcrop and Inkit, 
Camp Associates will raise the profile of the NWT as a tourism 
destination by creating a "brand-name identity" of the NWf, complete 
with logo and slogan. 

"Camp's tourism expertise, combined with the knowledge and 
experience of Ir..kit and Outcrop, will give us the kind of resources 
required to promote our tourism product efficiently and effectively in 
today's highly competitive environment," says Mr. Sibbeston. 

"As well as creating an overall image campaign that will heighten the 
awareness of the NWf, Camp will be identifying affordable 
opportunities for smaller operators to participate. This is an added 
benefit for all," says TIA president, Jack Walker. 

Camp Associates has previously designed very successful tourism 
marketing campaigns for Tourism Canada, Tourism New Brunswick, 
Tourism Ontario and the Toronto Convention and Visitors' Association. 
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Nine national agencies submitted proposals for the three year 
contract. Four agencies were shortlisted. The selection committee 
unanimously chose Camp Associates. 

CONTACT: Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
873-7251 

OR 
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Cheryl Grant Gamble 
Co-ordinator Marketing Program 
TravelArctic 
873-7196 
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BAFFIN OUTFITTERS STUDY PACKAGE TOUR DEVELOPMENT 
Government r.' , 

Vellowkl"~' . 

IQALUIT (September 24) - Outfitters and tour operators in\ the 
Baffm Region who are interested in packaging and marketih g 
their own tourism products will receive specialized training 
during a Package Tour Development Seminar later this month. 
It will be conducted at the Iqaluit Campus of Arctic College from 
September 29 to October 4, 1987. 

Through the Baffin Tourism Association, outfitters from 
around the region expressed the desire to become more 
involved in the packaging of tours, with the hope of increasing 
the number of visitors to their communities. As a result of 
their requests, the Department of Economic Development and 
Tourism arranged to sponsor this course. 

Package tour operators based in southern Canada are continually 
looking for new products to sell, particularly to lesser known 
destinations such as the Northwest Territories. Increased interest in 
the Arctic in 1987 resulted in seven new tour operators seeking pre­
packaged Baffin experiences for their clients. Increasingly, the Baffin 
is being viewed by tour wholesalers as a new exotic destination for 
adventure travellers. 

If the Northwest Territories is going to compete with similar 
destinations around the world, then it must offer comparative 
experiences and quality services to tourists. Training seminars 
delivered by experienced industry wholesalers will provide northern 
operators with the knowledge and expertise to market their adventure 
holidays. 
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The Package Tour Development Seminar will cover 16 major topics. 
Outfitters will learn how to understand and meet the needs of visitors 
from outside the north, build a solid client base, develop effective 
marketing tactics, receive and confirm reservations, offer optional 
tours and events, and develop an effective tour package. The course 
will also include general information about the Baffm region as a tour 
destination, as well as insurance and safety information. 

16 outfitters from Arctic Bay, Igloolik, Iqaluit, Clyde River, 
Pangnirtung, Cape Dorset and Pond Inlet have enrolled in the course. 
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CONTACT: Rick Hamburg 
Regional Tourism and Parks Officer 
819-979-5380 

or 

Sharon Buness 
Public Affairs Officer 
819-979-4245 
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YELLOWKNIFE STUDENT RECEIVES SCHOLARSHIP TO 
INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE 

YELLOWKNIFE (September 24) - A Yellowknife student from 
Sir John Franklin Territorial High School has been awarded a 
scholarship to ·the Lester B. Pearson College of the Pacific. 

The independent selection committee has chosen Lara Lewis 
to be the recipient of the annual scholarship award. Lara is a 
1987 Grade 12 graduate from Sir John Franklin High School. 
She will begin her frrst year of the two-year International 
Baccalaureate program at the college this month. 

The major portion of the scholarship is provided by Gulf Canada, with 
additional support from the N.W.T. Department of Education. 

All Grade 12 students from across the Northwest Territories are 
eligible to apply for the scholarship through their school principal. 

Scholarship applicants are assessed on their overall academic 
achievement, leadership qualitites and artistic abilities, as well as 
their involvement in community and school activities. 

The Lester B. Pearson College of the Pacific, in Victoria, B.C., is one 
of the United World Colleges and accepts students from around the 
world into its programs. 
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CONTACT: Lome Smith 
Education Officer 
Department of Education 
873-7673 

SEP 2 5 t'Yir 

Governme;·it of N.W.·f. 
YeUowknifB. N.W. T. 
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CANADIAN IMPERIAL BANK OF COMMERCE TO PROVIDE 
SERVICES IN PINE POINT 

YELLOWKNIFE (September 25) -- Pine Point residents soon 
won't have to drive the 100 km to Hay River to do their banking. 
The Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce has agreed to 
provide one day a week banking services in Pine Point, starting 
October 2 and running well into 1988. 

The CIBC will be setting up shop in the Town Hall and hiring tellers 
from Pine Point. Senior management from the Hay River branch will 
oversee the bank's Friday operation. 

Pine Point has been without a bank since July 31 when the Bank of 
Montreal, the town's only bank, unexpectedly pulled out because of 
declining business due to the shutdown of the lead-zinc mine there. 

"I wish to thank Mr. Gordon Lewis, Senior Vice-President of the CIBC, 
who was instrumental in getting banking service to Pine Point. The 
CIBC, with seven of the 14 NWT bank branches, has again shown its 
commitment to the people of the North by providing this innovative 
arrangement on very short notice," says Finance Minister Tom Butters. 
"I would also like to congratulate Pine Point MLA Bruce McLaughlin, 
Pine Point Mines Ltd. , and the Town of Pine Point for their extensive 
efforts in getting this project off the ground." 

The Town financially supported the move to have the CIBC offer its 
services, and is also providing the bank with office space . 

.. -G~vernment Library 

SEP 2 5 '"07 

Government of N.W.T. 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. 
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"It is a good move all round," says Mr. Butters, "With residents doing 
their banking in town, they are more likely to shop in town and 
therefore extend the life of the few remaining stores in Pine Point. It 
will not only benefit the residents of Pine Point, but also those of Fort 
Resolution. 

CONTACT: 
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Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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AIDS AWARENESS PROGRAM LAUNCHED TODAY 

YELLOWKNIFE (September 28) -- The NWf AIDS Program 
launched its public awareness campaign in Yellowknife today with 
the unveiling of a poster and pamphlet series. 

NWf AIDS Program Co-ordinator Judy Geggie says the written AIDS 
information will be distributed to all communities in the NWr within the 
next few weeks. Audio tapes, containing the same information, will follow. 

To date a three-pamphlet series -- The Facts on AIDS, Safe and Less Safe 
Sex, and Protecting Yourself Against AIDS -- has been produced in English 
and Inuktitut, with plans to produce additional material in the Dene 
languages. They describe what AIDS is, high risk groups, how to protect 
yourself against AIDS, as well as safe and less safe sexual practices. 

The poster produced in English, French, and all of the northern native 
languages features the campaign slogan "Stopping AIDS is up to you". 

"The slogan sums up what our program is about," says Ms. Geggie. ''What 
we 're saying is that stopping the spread of AIDS is a personal responsibility 
and that it's only by changing sexual behaviour patterns that we will keep 
AIDS infection to a minimum." 

"What people have to realize is that even one sexual encounter with an AIDS­
infected person could cause them to become infected. While some people 
may never develop the disease, they can still pass the virus to other people 
by having sexual intercourse with them," she says. 

The pamphlets will soon be available at schools and nursing stations 
throughout the NWr. The material will be distributed to other community 
centres following regional meetings. --Go_v_e-rn_me _ _ n-t -li--b-ra .... ry-'"""i 
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Some communities have already seen the material as it is being sent with 
nurses and family life educators on routine visits. 

In late October a team of AIDS educators will begin traveling to the regional 
centres instructing nurses, teachers and community health workers, who 
will then pass information on AIDS to the community. As well, the AIDS 
education team will hold public meetings in the communities following the 
seminars. Ms. Geggie expects the six or seven member team to visit all the 
regional centres before Christmas. 

A proposal call for ten television spots on AIDS will begin appearing in 
northern newspapers this week. The first of the series is expected to air 
before the end of 1987. 

The NWf AIDS Program will be setting up its permanent quarters in the 
Keewatin Building, Franklin Avenue in Yellowknife by mid-October. 
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CONTACT: Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
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UNUSUAL SCULPTURE ON DISPLAY 

YELLOWKNIFE (September 28) - An unusual sculpture of a 
woman and child now on display at the Prince of Wales Northern 
Heritage Centre, was inspired by an ancient Inuit legend. 

The grey soapstone sculpture, which depicts a dead woman holding a 
crying child, was created by Judas Ooloolah of Gjoa Haven. The woman's 
face is embellished with caribou antler inlay, and her pegged teeth are also 
made of antler. Muskox horn inlay accents the child's nails and tears. The 
woman's eyes, made of caribou antler and inset with soapstone, roll back 
into the head. 

The sculpture depicts an ancient story of a woman who turned to stone 
after eating whale parts, represented in the carving by a piece of antler 
running from her hand to her mouth. The child she is carrying in her 
arms is crying in terror. · 

The sculpture's size also makes it unusual. About 75 centimetres high, 50 
centimetres wide and 20 centimetres deep, it is larger than sculptures 
usually produced in the Spence Bay/Gjoa Haven area. It i.s the first 
sculpture of this size Judas Ooloolah has carved. 

Contact: Pat Freeman 
Cataloguer 
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Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-6188 

Judy Edgar 
Administrator 
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7686 

·Government Library 
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NO INTERVENTION PLANNED ON RIDEOUT ISLAND 

YELLOWKNIFE (Sept. 29) - The Territorial government will 
not intervene in a natural situation where several hundred 
caribou cows and calves are apparently stranded on Rideout 
Island in Bathurst Inlet. 

Renewable Resources Minister Red Pedersen announced the 
decision today following extensive consultations with the people 
of nearby Bay Chima and careful consideration of several options. 

The caribou, part of a larger herd of 400,000 animals, apparently 
have been stranded on Rideout Island since the sea ice broke up in 
early July. The small island, about 35 square kilometres, is 
separated from the mainland by a 2.5 km wide strait and from 

another larger island by a 1.2 km wide passage. 

Since July, the caribou have stripped the small island of foliage. 
Only coarse shrub · and heavily grazed grasses and sedges remain. 

Renewable Resources officials believe the caribou have been 
starving for some time. Their observations are based on the 
retarded antler growth, slow molting of winter hair and the 
deaths of some caribou. Physical examinations of several of the 

strongest survivors indicate that even these animals are starving 

to death. 
Government of the Northwest Territories • Yellowknife, N.W.T., Canada XlA 2L9 • Telex 034-45504 



Renewable Resource officials cannot explain why the caribou have 
become stranded. "Caribou are renowned as strong swimmers and 
we don't know why they are stranded on Rideout Island," says the 
minister. "Some of the animals have been seen swimming to the 
next island where foliage is more plentiful. But others have been 
found dead floating in the sea, the apparent victims of exhaustion 
and, possibly, hypothermia." 

A number of options dealing with the situation have been 
examined. These options include forcing the caribou to swim to 
the next island or the mainland; capturing the animals and 
airlifting them to the mainland; shooting them for food; or, 
providing air drops of feed. 

"Unfortunately, none of these options were feasible," states 
Pedersen. "Any attempts to capture or chase the animals will, 
without doubt, result in the death by exhaustion of many caribou. 
Artificial feeding until the ice forms in early November will just 
postpone their death because none of the animals will have 
accumulated the muscle and fat reserves normally required to 
survive the winter. And shooting the animals for food isn't a 
viable option since the meat is unsuitable for human 
consumption." 

The small band of animals stranded on Rideout Island are part of 
the large Bathurst caribou herd. B?thurst caribou, the largest 
population of barren-ground caribou in the Canadian Arctic, range 
over a vast area in the north central barrenlands. The herd is 
increasing rapidly. Studies show the Bathurst caribou herd has 
grown from just under 200,000 in 1982 to 400,000 in 1986. 



"Incidents such as this one on Rideout Island affect only a small 

percentage of the herd," adds the minister. "However, in a very 

large caribou population, such as the Bathurst herd, even a small 

fraction involves a large number of animals." 

CONT ACT: Judy Mclinton 

Public Affairs Officer 

(403) 873-7257 
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NWT VISITOR TRAFFIC INCREASED IN 1987 ~rnme~t of N~1-

venowi<n,te. N. . . 

YELLOWKNIFE (September 30) -- More and mor e 
choosing to spend their holidays in the Northwest Territories, 
according to preliminary data from TravelArctic. 

TravelArctic reports ferry service at Fort Providence is up almost 25 per 
cent over the past year, and, for the first time in several years, over 10,000 
signatures are on the books of the 60th Parallel Visitors' Centre on the 
Mackenzie Highway. 

'The success of our pavilion at Expo last year and TravelArctic's stepped-up 
marketing efforts are mirrored by this season's tourism figures," says Nick 
Sibbeston, Minister of Economic Development and Tourism. "As we continue 
to promote the NWT as an attractive holiday destination, we fully expect 
these trends to continue." 

Prelude Lake campground had over $7,000 in permit sales for June, July 
and August. That's up from $5,000 in sales for the entire 1986 season. 

Registrations were also up considerably over other years at the Town of Fort 
Smith's information centre. The preliminary information, based on surveys 
and opinions left at Regional Tourism Offices throughout the Northwest 
Territories, is from June to August. Figures for September are not yet 
available. · 

The Keewatin Region reported a very busy season with the Rankin Inlet 
Hotel at times overflowing. 

Traffic on the Dempster Highway was up 50 per cent over 1986, as were 
campground registrations at Chuk Park in Inuvik and Natuiluie Park in Fort 
McPherson. 
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"Earlier this year, work was completed on the Dempster Highway and the 
Inuvik parks were upgraded, which may account for the high number of 
travellers in that area," says Mr. Sibbeston. 'This year was also the first time 
a NWT tourist booth was operated at Dawson, Yukon Territory." 

Travellers tended to visit friends and relatives in the Kitikmeot Region, 
bringing figures up over those of 1986. 

Hotels were full in the Baffin Region this summer, which is also reflected in 
Ll-ie use of parks in the area. There were 700 registrations at Auyuittuq 
National Park, compared to 200 in 1986, and about 500 registrations at the 
Peele Point Historic Park. That's also a substantial increase from the 200 
registrations the P.ark had in 1986. 

-30-

CONTACT: Keith Thompson 
Co-ordinator, Market Research 
(403) 873-7320 

Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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FINAL TWO EDA SUB-AGREEMENTS SIGNED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Sept. 30) - Subsidiary agreements dealing with 
small business and tourism development were approved today by 
federal Minister of State for Small Business and Tourism Bernard 
Valcourt, on behalf of Minister of Regional Industrial Expansion 
(DRIE) and Minister of State for Science and Technology Robert de 
Cotret, and N.W.T. Minister of Economic Development and 
Tourism Nick Sibbeston . 

"These two subsidiary agreements expand, and surpass, initiatives 
contained in the previous Domestic Market Development Sub-Agreement," 
said Sibbeston. "Small business and tourism are very important to the 
economic growth and stability of the N.W.T. and these sub-agreements will 
assist in the development and strengthening of both these sectors." 

The sub-agreements are part of the recently renewed Canada-Northwest 
Territories Economic Development Agreement (EDA). They will inject 
$21 .3 million into the N.W.T. economy over the next three years. 

Funding for both sub-agreements is cost shared 70/30 by the federal and 
Territorial governments. The federal share is $14.91 million while the 
Territorial government's share is $6.39 million. The total EDA program, 
including the Renewable Resources, Mineral Development, Arts and Crafts, 
and Applied Economic Planning Subsidiary Agreements signed in July, is 
valued at $38.3 million. 

Canada 



"I'm pleased to finally announce approval of these two sub-agreements 

which will provide substantial benefits to Northwest Territories residents," 

said de Cotret. "New business, industries, markets and increased 

employment opportunities are just a few of the advantages resulting from 

these agreements." 

The Small Business Development Sub-Agreement is designed to stimulate 

the development of new business opportunities and private sector 
investment in the N.W.T. Funding is also available for the establishment, 

expansion and modernization of certain small and medium-sized 

enterprises and to enhance industrial productivity and competitiveness. 

The tourism sector in the Northwest Territories has been identified as a 

priority sector for development. Under the Tourism Development Sub­

Agreement, funding is available for tourism opportunity identification, 

further development of travel products, market strategies and greater 

participation by communities in tourism development. 

The EDA Secretariat, jointly funded by the Territorial and federal 

governments, will continue to provide administrative support for the 

program. 

CONTACT: 

Judy McLinton 

GNWf Culture and 

Commmunications 
(403) 873-7257 

Backgrounders attched. 
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Paul Berthelet 

Department of Regional Industrial 

Expansion 
(403) 920-8570 



SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPI\1:ENT SUBSIDIARY AGREEMENT 

Program 1: Opportunity Identification 

Small businesses are an important vehicle of economic development. This 
program encourages entrepreneurs to undertake investigation of business 
opportunities in the N.W.T. which will capitalize on development 
opportunities emerging in this frontier economy. Contributions are 
available for businesses to conduct feasibility studies related to the 
establishment, modernization or expai1sion of potentially viable small 
businesses. 

Funds available: $600,000 

Program 2: Development Incentives 

Adverse conditions for small business in the north make it necessary to 
provide some capital assistance so entreprenuers can take advantage of 
development opportunities such as import replacement, industrial 
development and spin off from resource development. Incentive programs 
also are required to encourage entrepreneurs to invest in the N.W.T. 
Funding is available for enterpreneurs to establish, expand or modernize 
viable small businesses. 

Funds available: $6.8 million 

Program 3: Business Service Centres 



Business Service Centres are used successfully in many developing 
economies. The majority of business failures in the N.W.T. occur during 
the first three years of operation. Three demonstration Business Service 
Centres could relieve new business operators of some the high start-up 
costs by providing managerial and pooled technical resources and reduced 
operation costs. New businesses then should stand a much better chance 
of survival. 

Funds available: $1.5 million 

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT SUBSIDIARY AGREEMENT 

Program 1: Market Development 

Tourism offers an attractive development option. It is labour intensive and 
compatible with northern skills and lifestyles. It also produces expanded 
spin-off markets for arts and crafts and faces a growing profitable market. 
Funds under this program, and its two sub-programs - Marketing 
Incentives and Market Information Support - are available to increase the 
number of visitors and revenue from tourism. 

Assistance is available for the Tourism Industry Association and the tourism 
zone associations, and in some cases the private sector, for the marketing 
of tourism products, facilities, services and special events. Funds also will 
be available, on a one-time onJy basis, for surveys on visitation, 
accommodation occupancy, visitor expenditures, market conversion, 
community attitudes to tourism awareness and other tourism related data 
requirements. 

Funds available: $3 million 



Program 2: Product and Facility Development 

A basic, but sound and viable, tourism industry in the N.W.T. requires 
strategy and planning. This program will assist in making good quality 
accommodation and food services available at tourism destinations, in 
enhancing the visitor's experience by offering a range of tourism 
opportunities, and in developing major attractions or products to draw 
tourists to the N.W.T. 

Funding is available for feasibility studies and for the establishment, 
modernization/upgrading and expansion of accommodation facilities, 
attractions, recreational services, events, travel generators and theme 
development. 

Funds available: $7.9 million 

Program 3: Tourism Industry Support 

The historical, cultural and natural resources base for a viable tourism 
industry exists in the N.W.T. However, these resources must be developed. 
This program, and its two sub-programs - Tourism Awareness and 
Standards and Ratings - encourages the tourism industry and associations 
to raise the level of understanding of tourism in communities and its 
importance to our economy. This can be accompolished by increasing the 
public awareness of the economic and social benefits of tourism and 
developing a system of standards of classification of tourism products and 
services. 

Funds available: $600,000 
-30-
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CONTRACTS AWARDED TO NORTHERN FIRMS 

YELLOWKNIFE (Oct. 1) - Baker Lake Construction re ~. ived a 
$129,750 contract to renovate the community's nursing station. 

King's Welding of Kingland Ford Mercury Sales Ltd, a Hay River firm, is 
relocating the tank farm in Arctic Red River. The contract is valued at 
$439,533. 

Details of the contracts, awarded between August 20 and September 15, 
were announced today by Finance Minister Tom Butters, on behalf of 
Gordon Wray, minister of public works and highways. 

CONTACT: Judy McLinton 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7257 
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OPENING SET FOR AVIATION GALLERY 

OCT o g ,~,.,--:­

Go~emme~t of N.w 
ir-ellowkn,te. N.W. r: r. 

YELLOWKNIFE (October 7) - The Fox Moth, the light plane that is 
a symbol of development in the North, has come home to the 
Northwest Territories. It will be the featured exhibit at the Prince 
of Wales Northern Heritage Centre Aviation Gallery, which will 
open October 17 at 2 p.m. 

The Fox Moth has a long association with northern Canada. Having proved 
its worth in the mou ntains of India and the deserts of Australia, De 
Havilland of Canada produced a special version to suit Canadian needs in 
the 1940s. It was ideal for the variety of demands that were placed upon 
it. Its design was simple, it was agile, small and economical. A 
strengthened design made it ideal for scientific mapping and surveying, 
carrying mail and freight, general transportation and medical evacuation. 
In all, 53 of these planes were built. 

"It is impossible to think of northern development and all the advantages 
and challenges brought on by it, without thinking of the pilots and flight 
engineers, as wen as the companies which made the aircraft," says 
Commissioner John Parker. Mr. Parker has a long-standing interest in 
northern aviation. 

The aircraft which will be on display in the Aviation Gallery has been put 
together with the parts from three planes. One was built in 1946, and 
crashed near Yellowknife the same year. The other two crashed near 
Gordon Lake and Morris Lake. Parts were gathered by the N.W.T. 
Department of Public Works with the help of private citizens and sent to 
Alberta. Th ere they were reassembled by Don Allinott of St. Albert. He was 
helped by Max Ward, who provided him with the original design 
specification s, an undercarriage and propeller, and the help of an 
engineering assistant. 
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When the plane was fully restored in 1985, no place could be found for it 
in the North. The Western Canadian Aviation Museum in Winnipeg offered 
to look after it, until a place could be found. 

The plane has fmally been brought home through the efforts of the 
Operation Fox Moth Society, a group of private citizens who recognized 
that aviation history should have a proper place in the North. The group 
acquired non-profit status, and began to approach companies, 
organizations and individuals for donations. The result was that all services 
and monies needed to build the Aviation Gallery have been donated by the 
private sector. 

Much of the support came from airlines and from companies whose 
business benefited from northern aviation, like oil and pipeline companies, 
as well as mining companies. The construction industry also made major 
contributions to the project. And u1i.e Canadian Armed Forces played an 
important r.ole by bringing the restored Fox Moth to Yellowknife from 
Winnipeg on a Hercules training flight. 

The donors' board will be unveiled at the opening ceremonies by Punch 
Dickins, Stan McMillan and Keith Greenaway, all members of the Canadian 
Aviation Hall of Fame. 

A significant role has also been played by the Yellowknife Heritage 
Committee. It has been a primary advocate of having the Fox Moth 
returned to the N.W.T., and a representative of the committee is also a 
member of the board of directors of the Operation Fox Moth Society. 

"Operation Fox Moth has been made possible by companies and people who 
have been involved in the on-going development of the North," says Dana 
Ferguson, President of the Operation Fox Moth Society. "Some donated 
money, some donated services, but all of them were interested in giving 
something back to the North. Their help came from the heart." 

Even though the Aviation Gallery will be opening shortly, new displays will 
be added during the next couple of years. The Operation Fox Moth Society 
is continuing to collect more information and anecdotes about the early 
years of aviation in the North, to develop the additional displays. 

Contact: Chris Stephens 
Director 
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Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7685 

Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7615 
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COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS PROPOSED DATE FOR HEALTH TRANSFER 

YELLOWKNIFE (October 7) - Health Minister Bruce McLaughlin 
has announced that March 31, 1988, has been recommended by 
the health transfer steering committees as the target date to 
transfer the remaining responsibilities for health to the 
Government of the Northwest Territories. 

The three steering committees, representing native, regional and 
community organizations, have all agreed with the proposed date, says Mr. 
McLaughlin. This information has been passed on to the Honorable Jake 
Epp, Minister of National Health and Welfare. 

The territorial government currently operates hospitals in Yellowknife, Hay 
River and Fort Smith. In the Baffin region, the hospital in Iqaluit, the 
community nursing stations and public health are administered by a 
Regional Health Board appointed by the N.W.T. Minister of Health. 

"The steering committees are in favor of completing the transfer in order 
to bring control of health care to northern people," Mr. McLaughlin says. 

The transfer of health services from the federal government began in 
December, 1982, with the hospital in Iqaluit, which was followed by the 
transfer of the community nursing stations and regional public health in 
September, 1986. 

''The plan now," he says, "is to transfer the rest of the hospitals, nursing 
stations and health services to the Government of the Northwest 
Territories, so that control can go to regional and area health boards made 
up of community representatives." 
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Contact: Ernie Comerford 
Executive Assistant 
(403) 873-7980 
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AGREEMENT REACHED FOR TRANSFER OF HEALTH TO N.W . . 
Government of N. WT' 

Yellowknife, N. w ,: ; 
O'ITAWA/YELLOWKNIFE (Oct. 15) - Federal l'vfinister of - b. ·'· 
and Welfare Jake Epp and Minister of Health for the ------ii 
Government of the Northwest Territories Bruce McLaughlin 
announced today they have reached an agreement to transfer 
the remainder of the responsibility for health care to the 
Government of the Northwest Territories on April 20th, 1988, 
subject to the successful completion of negotiations. 

At the present time, Health and Welfare Canada has responsibility for 
the Fort Simpson and Inuvik General Hospitals as well as public health 
and treatment services provided through community nursing stations 
and health centres. The Regional Headquarters and zone offices of 
Health and Welfare Canada offer support and direction to these 
facilities and services. 

The Government of the Northwest Territories operates hospitals in 
Yellowknife, Hay River and Fort Smith. In the Baffin region, it 
operates the Hospital and Public Health Services in Iqaluit and Health 
Centres in each of the communities. Through Regional Health Boards, 
it also runs Patient boarding facilities in Montreal, Winnipeg and 
Churchill and an extended care faci,lity in Inuvik. In addition to 
hospitals, the Government of the Northwest Territories is responsible 
for the Territorial Hospital and Medical Care Insurance System, 
Supplementary Health Programs and some aspects of health 
promotion and information. 

Transfer of Health Services began in the Baffin Region when the 
hospital was transferred in December 1982. It was completed there 
in September 1986 when all Nursing Stations and Public Health 
Services in Baffin became the responsibility of the Government of the 
Northwest Territories. 
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This latest aspect of the transfer got underway in January 1986. At 
that time, the federal minister, Mr. Epp met in Yellowknife with Dene, 
Metis, Inuit and Inuvialuit leaders and with the territorial minister, 
Mr. McLaughlin. 

When the transfer is complete, there will be a further decentralization 
of Health's organizational structure to enable more Regional Health 
Boards to assume responsibility in the planning, management and 
delivery of health care. 

COI\1TACT: Paul Moody 
Deputy Minister 
Department of Health 
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Government of the Northwest Territories 
(403) 920-6173 

Maurice Aked 
Regional Director 
Medical Services Branch 
Health and Welfare Canada 
(403) 873-7025 
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OFFERS ADVICE TO NEW BRUNSWICK 

YELLOWKNIFE (October 15) - Government Leader Nick 
Sibbeston and members of the Executive Council extended 
their congratulations today to the newly-elected Liberal 
premier of New Brunswick Frank McKenna. 

In a telephone call the ministers of the N.W.T. government offered 
their assistance to the 58-seat one-party government in creating a 
workable system with no official opposition. 

The NWT method of using committees within the consensus-style 
Legislature was recommended to Mr. McKenna as an effective forum 
for dissent and consultation. 

During their conversation, territorial ministers took the opportunity to 
lobby for support in their opposition to the Meech Lake Accord and for 
support in achieving full status at First Mini~ters' Conferences. 

- 30 -

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive Council 
(403) 920-61 76 
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ICG TO PROVIDE RATE SCHEDULE 

INUVIK (Oct. 15) - ICG Northern Utilities (ICG) Ltd. has been 
ordered by the Northwest Territories Public Utilities Board 
(PUB) to provide a schedule of rates to recover $365,000 in 

utility operating costs. 

The decision, which follows a major review of the utility company's 
operations held last April in Yellowknife, was announced today by 
PUB Chairman Jack Heath. 

The public review dealt with ICG's application for a rate increase. A 
major issue was whether the company was entitled to recover a 
$280,000 shortfall in its 1986 earnings. The Board concluded that 
ICG was not entitled to make this recovery. It also reduced the 1987 
allowed company revenue by $85,000 and the return on equity from 
the requested 15 per cent to 13.5 per cent. 

ICG was directed to .prepare and file within 30 days revised rate 
schedules reflecting the PUB decision. 

Intervenors at the review included the City of Yellowknife, the 
Consumers' Association of Canada and the Yellowknife Chamber of 
Commerce. 
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Copies of the Board's order are on file at the Public Utilities Board 

office in the Scotia Centre in Yellowknife. 
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CONTACT: Dale Thomson, Executive Director 

N.W.T. Public Utilities Board 

Yellowknife, N.W.T. 
(403) 873-7 494 
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DENE CLOTHING DONATED TO HERITAGE CENTRE Gove;,·- .·. , . ,., . .. . 
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e OWkr lf'i'P, , N.. VY. r: . . 

YELLOWKNIFE (October 15) - lnterprovincial Pipelfu---- ~--
Limited (IPL) has donated several sets of Dene clothing to the 
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre. The donation 
ceremony will take place in the Discovery gallery on Saturday, 
October 17, at about 2 p.m. 

The contribution includes three caribou skin outfits made in Fort 
Simpson, and three moose skin outfits made in Fort Norman. The 
collections from both communities include styles for men, women 
and children. IPL commissioned the clothing for Expo '86. 

Some of the outfits will be displayed in the Discovery gallery during 
the opening of the Heritage Centre's Aviation Gallery. The clothing 
will later be used in education programming and loaned to different 
institutions. 
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CONTACT: Barb Winter 
Curator of Collections 
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7668 
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Government of N.W.T. 
STRANDED CARIBOU: A RARE EVENT Yeffow~.1:f!. N.W.T. 

BAY CHIMO (Oct. 15) - The actions of several hundred caribou near 
this tiny northern community have left Inuit hunters and northern 
wildlife biologists shaking their heads. The animals stranded 
themselves on Rideout Island in Bathhurst Inlet this fall. 

"It's a very rare event," says Dr. Anne Gunn, a wildlife biologist with 
the Territorial Department of Renewable Resources. She's been 
monitoring the situation since mid-September. 

Every June the Bathurst caribou herd, 400,000 strong, moves to its 
calving grounds located east of Bathurst Inlet. Part of the herd often 
moves to one of the inlet's islands for the summer to feed, put on fat 
for the coming winter, and complete their molt and antler growth. 

"It's common knowledge that caribou cross the ice to spend a month 
or so on the islands," says Dr. Gunn. ''The islands are well vegetated 
and the breezes keep the bugs down." 

Inuit hunters from Bay Chima, 193 air km southwest of Cambridge 
Bay, report watching thousands of caribou move on and off the island 
as usual this year. It wasn't until mid-September they noticed 
something was wrong. Several hundred caribou stayed on the island. 

"The hunters noticed how skinny the caribou were and what little 
vegetation was left on the island," explains the biologist. "Joseph 
Tikhak, the wildlife guardian in Bay Chimo, notified our office in 
Coppermine, while ~nnters cut willows to try and feed the animals." 

Unfortunately Renewable Resources officers couldn't travel to 
Rideout Island immediately because of bad weather. Finally on 
September 22, two officers from Cambridge Bay reached the island 
to assess the situation and collect specimens. They estimated that 
between 700 to 800 caribou were stranded on the island. Dr. Gunn's 
examination of the caribou specimens showed the caribou had no fat 
reserves and were near starvation. 
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"Once caribou have used all their fat reserves, they begin to use their 
muscle," she says. "A highly nutritious diet is required to reverse 
this trend and rebuild the muscle and fat." 

Two other wildlife biologists, Doug Heard and Dr. Cormack Gates, 
visited the site on September 26 to collect more specimens. Their 
examinations confirmed Dr. Gunn's findings. 

The biologists' reports and hunters' observations were used to decide 
on a co'urse of action to handle the natural crisis. There were three 
options for active intervention: herding the animals off the island, 
feeding them or shooting them. Each was carefully considered and 
rejected. 

"Herding the caribou off the island and forcing them to swim 2.5 km 
to the mainland or 1.5 km to a larger island would have caused the 
animals more stress," says Dr. Gunn. "Most of the caribou would have 
died from hypothermia because they didn't have any fat reserves or 
good coats. Inuit hunters in the area told us that quite a few animals 
did try to swim off and many never made it." 

The idea to drop food to the animals also was rejected. According to 
Dr. Gates the caribou would require a high protein diet, and "feeding 
the animals such a diet at that point in time would have killed them 
because they wouldn't be able to digest it. It takes from three to five 
weeks for caribou to change their diet." 

Shooting the animals was seriously considered. However, not only 
was the meat unfit for human consumption but biologists felt it would 
deny the stronger animals a chance to survive. 'These animals are 
tough and resilient," Dr. Gunn stresses. 'We had to give them the 
last chance to survive. Some may have been able to swim to the 
mainland." ~ 

Inuit hunters later reported watching about 16 caribou enter the 
water and swim across. "Some of them died," she says, "but the 
others may have survived." 

,, 
Renewable Resources officials decided on September 29 to let nature 
take its course on Rideout Island. Dr. Gunn and two Inuit hunters 
later visited the island. About 100-200 caribou were left. 



"We can't really explain why this happened but when there are 
losers, there are always winners," Dr. Gunn notes. "In this case, the 
young wolves, wolverines and foxes, who often have a tough time 
getting food in their first winter of hunting, will benefit." 
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CONTACT: Judy McLinton 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7257 
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HAY RIVER STUDENT EARNS TOP MARKS Gov:•-r:nr::;1t <)t r·-Lw.r. 
1 Ye•·~·v.-\,-ii!~, N.W.T. 

YELLOWKNIFE (October 19) -A 1987 graduate at D!famond---­
Jenness High School in Hay River has earned the award for 
highest average in several Grade 12 subjects. 

Rosie Day Smith, currently attending university, excelled in four 
Grade 12 subjects required for N.W.T. graduation. She scored top 
marks in English 30 (89%), Math 30 (99%), Chemistry 30 (93%) 
and Physics 30 (90%), giving her the highest average among 1987 
graduating students in the Northwest Territories. 

Day Smith is in her first year of post-secondary study at the 
University of Saskatchewan, studying towards a degree in 
pharmacology. 

She obtained all her education in Hay River. While a high school 
student at Diamond Jenness, Day played basketball and volleyball and 
was a driving force behind the school's year book. 

Another Hay River graduate, Andrew Pape, scored 92% in Biology 30, 
to win the award for the highest average in the subject. Pape is 
currently studying biological sciences at McGill University. 

Two Yellowknife students also won awards for highest averages in 
1987. Saint Patrick's High School 1987 graduate Elizabeth Hart also 
earned an 89% in English 30, to share the top spot with Smith. 
Sunita Lal, a Grade 11 student as Sir John Franklin last school year, 
earned the highest mark in Social Studies 30 (94%). The course is 
usually taken in GradeJ2. 

Hart, currently enrolled in her first year of a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Physical Therapy at the University of Alberta is well-known 
throughout the Northwest Territories for h er involvement in cross­
country skiing. She was named the top N.W.T. female athlete in 
1986 and also earned a berth on the N.W.T. cross-country ski team. 
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Sunita Lal was active in many school functions while in Yellowknife. 
including intramural indoor soccer and several student council 
activities. 

"It is with great pride that we acknowledge these outstanding 
northern students," says Minister of Education Dennis Patterson. 

"Their hard work and academic achievement sets new goals and 
standards for all N.W.T. students." 
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CONTACT: Lome Smith 
Education Officer 
Department of Education 
(403) 873-7673 
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COMMUNITY-BASED PREVENTION IS THEME FOR 
ANNUAL CRIME PREVENTION WEEK 

YELLOWKNIFE (October 20) Community workshops and a 
trip for two northern students to a national conference in 
Prince Edward Island are among the activities being planned 
for Crime Prevention Week in the N.W.T. · 

Justice Minister, Michael Ballantyne, has proclaimed November 1 to 
7 Crime Prevention Week in the Northwest Territories. This annual, 
national event is sponsored by the federal Solicitor General. Arctic 
Public Legal Education Information Society (Arctic PLEI) is heading 
up the co-ordination of NWT activities for the week. 

"Substance Abuse" is the national theme for this year's week, but the 
Northwest Territories is concentrating on a slightly different 
message says Wendy Morrison, Arctic PLEI's Crime Prevention Week 
organizer. 

"We hope that Crime Prevention Week in the North will be a 
community-based event and our approach," she explains "is to 
encourage crime prevention through social development with 
community residents getting together to work out local problems. 
We especially are supporting the exchange of ideas between elders 
and youth." 

Monies provided by the federal government for Crime Prevention . 
Week in the NWT will mainly be used to fund workshops in ~th~r:;e~~~--~~::7r 
communities. · Government Library 

(") " l"O\l"'l-OCT r-: 1 i\ -; " ) 1 

Govemme:1t c,f ~.W.T. 
YeHowknif e. N.W.T. 
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One community, Coppermine, has already held a conference. A 
meeting of young people from the Kitikmeot was held last August 
where youth discussed concerns about their futures, opportunities 
for education and employment and the alarming numbers of young 
people involved in crime, drugs and alcohol abuse. Similar 

· conferences are planned for Iqaluit, Rae/Edzo and Yellowknife 
between November 1 and 7. 

Aimee Philpot of Yellowknife and Deedee Steinwand from Rae/Edzo, 
both Sir John Franklin High School students, have been selected to 
attend a National Youth Conference on Crime Prevention. They'll be 
travelling to Prince Edward Island on November 3. 

Pamphlets, posters, buttons and brochures promoting Crime 
Prevention Week also will be sent out to Northern communities and 
schools. Native language audio tapes introducing the topic of 
community-based crime prevention will be sent to community radio 
stations to promote informal discussion about crime prevention 
through phone-in shows and local panels. 
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CONTACT: 

Wendy Morrison 
Arctic PLEI 
(403) 920-2360 

Catherine MacQuarrie 
Public Affairs 
(403) _873-7343 
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GNWT CONCERNED OVER FEDERAL TAX REFORM OCT 2 6 1C)R7 

YELLOWKNIFE (Oct. 21)- Finance Minister Tom Butters 
he is concerned about th e impact of a 10% federal 
telecommunications tax and a multi-stage sales tax on 
consumer goods and services in the Northwest Territories. 

a ~rnm~:;0t of N.W.T. 
y ~now:Cmf~. N.W.T. 

He told the federal standing committee on finance and economic 
affairs earlier this month in Ottawa that a "key objective of tax reform 
should be the achievement of maximum inter-regional equity". 

Mr. Butters explained that northern residents face a higher tax burden 
than other Canadians. Higher costs of living, over which residents have 
little if any control, trigger higher wages which in tum push wage 
earners into higher tax brackets. 

The Territorial submission, presented by the Minister, requested 
changes to the proposed telecommunications tax which would be 
applied to all business telephone charges and to residential long 
distance charges. 

'The sparse population and isolation of the NWf demands a higher 
usage of long distance telephone services by both native and non­
native residents," Mr. Butters stated. 

Based on available data, he estimated the tax would cost northerners 
(on average) an additional $125 per year compared to a cost of $45 for 
other Canadians. 

He also stressed the need to provide relief for northerners in the 
implementation of a proposed multi-stage federal sales tax that would 
apply to all goods and services. 
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·· Th~ first parl' c,f ied~r~ taX reforrri, which wfilk!tr~duce clianges.;~> ·-; .. 
. · personal and corporate· income taxes, will be bene_ficial' to northern 

residents, he said. 

"Individuals will face lower personal incop:ie tax. rate~ ~d in. d_qing. so 
soften the Wgh··burdeh oftaxatiori tn ·the north.· CorponJ.tions;wiU .·: .· .·. 
benefit from lower .rates through the · elimination · of niany costly ·~~ ·. • I : • \ 

preferences of doubtful value."· - . _ · . . . . . _ · .. · .. -. '· ·. . .·. 

In his submission,. he expressed overall support .for· the feqe~~ -. · 
objectives of greater' fairness; simplicity,. ·consistency:_ ir1ternaµ9nhl 
c.ompetitivertess· and economic efficiency that · are ·-being ]Jµrsued by-.the . . 

. tax reform measures. · ·· · · · · · 

\• · Mr. Butters stressed, however$ the need. ·to avoi.d intr.octucl.ion· of · -
·changes that would penalize the mining industry. He expre.sseq. ·· · 
concern that the cm:nbination of prpposed changes .to· per$onal anc;L · 
corporate income .tax c·ould eliminate the use of.flow-throughshar~ 
financing by mining .-companies,. one ofthe main ·sotird~s·of recent·•·. 
financing for northern exploration activity. 

The GNWT submission specifically recommended the retention of 
earned depletion (a provision that allows mining· companies to deduct 
133 per cent of exploratiorf and development costs),. the exempti~n of 
flow-through shares· from · the c·umulative net investment . loss provision 
and the rejection or relaxing of the "put-in-use" rule for capital cost 
allowance. ' . 

In conclusion, Mr. Butters noted that rec_ommendations _presented in 
his government's submission, were not requests for "special tax 
preferences" for northern residents. They were, instead, · . 
recommendations for change which in the view of the Territorial 
government were necessary to promote equity between Canada's 
regions. · · · 
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CONTACT: · · 
b~partme~t of Culture· & Cornnuinicatlons , , . 
(403) 873'-7556_. . : · · . . . . , .· 
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COMMUNITY GOVERNMENT WEEK TO BE HELD 
NOVEMBER 9 TO 13 

YELLOWKNIFE (October 26) - Residents of the Northwest 
Territories will have a chance to learn more about their local 
governments during the N.W.T.'s first Community 
Government Week, November 9 to 13. 

"This is the level of government closest to the people," says Gordon 
Wray, Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs. "It is essential 
that everyone in the N.W.T. understands how local governments work 
and services they provide. That's why we chose 'Community 
Government: Working for You' as the week's theme." 

The week is also intended to raise awareness of the municipal 
elections, to be held December 14. The nominations close 
November 16, the Monday after Community Government Week. 

"We hope the week will bring added attention to local politics, and 
encourage people to run for their community council," says Mr. Wray. 

Each community will organize its own events during the week. The 
Department of Municipal and Community Affairs has sent out "Ideas 
Kits" to help people get started. Some of the ideas include bannock 
or pancake breakfasts; an open house at the community hall; inviting 
community representatives to speak about their jobs; and appointing 
a citizen as council member or community employee for a day. The 
kits will also include posters and buttons. 

A special kit has been sent to teachers, to encourage them to 
conduct related projects during the week. Some of these ideas 
include visiting the community office; inviting elders or the local 
band chief into the classroom to talk about traditional leadership, 
rules and problem solving; holding a mock election or a mock 
council meeting; and a creating a trivia game about the community. 
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"Not only will Community Government Week add life and n1eaning to 
the Social Studies and Civics Program, it ,vill demonstrate that 
community government can, and does, work for all citizens," says 
Education Minister Dennis Patterson. 
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CONTACT: Frank Cserepy 
Coordinator, Development and Training 
Municipal and Community Affairs 
(403) 873-7560 

Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7615 
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PETROLEUM PRICES INCREASE 

YELLOWKNIFE (Oct. 28) - Consumers soon will pay two 
cents a litre more for gasoline, heating and aviation fuel. 

The increases, effective November 1 in communities where the 
Government of the Northwest Territories acts as distributor of 

petroleum products, were announced today by the Department of 
Government Services. The Cost of Naphta products, primarily used 

by hunters, trappers and fishermen, will not be increased. The 
Territorial government provides petroleum products to 43 N.W.T. 

communities which are not served by the private sector. 

This is the first product price increase due to increased product 
costs in three years. Other recent increases in retail prices were 

caused by tax increases. Last year, the GNWr decreased prices by 
about five cents a litre. These prices reflected the favourable world 

prices obtained for the 1986-87 petroleum products resupply. Since 

November 1986, crude oil prices have increased from $19.17 per 

barrel to $24. 64 per barrel. 

CONTACT: Judy McLinton 
TELEPHONE: (403) 873-7257 
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HEALTH TRANSFER TO BE STUDIED BY ASSEMBLY OF FIRS ve, ~nife. N.W.T. 

NATIONS 

YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T. (October 28) - Minister of Health, 
Bruce McLaughlin, has been invited by the Assembly of First 
Nations to participate in a panel discussion at the National 
Indian Health Transfer conference to be held in Montreal 
November 2 - 3. Mr. McLaughlin will address the delegates on 
issues arising out of the transfer of responsibility for the 
delivery of health services from the Federal Government to the 
Government of the Northwest Territories. 

The conference is being sponsored by the Assembly of First Nations to 
examine such issues as Indian rights to health care, First nation's 
health jurisdiction, health services and funding and relationships with 
the Canadian health care system. · 

"I am pleased to take part," says the Minister, "and to be able to share 
with the delegates the importance of the transfer to the aboriginal and 
non-native peoples in the N.W.T. Our system will be widely examined 
from across the country and will provide a great deal of information to 
other organizations." 

The final transfer of responsibility for health services will be 
completed on April 20, 1988. At that time over 400 employee 
positions and a budget of approximately $50,000,000 will be 
transferred to Territorial control. 

"Our system of service delivery by Regional Health Boards will be 
unique in this country," state Mr. McLaughlin. "It will provide a 
mechanism for direct input and representation by native organizations 
at the Territorial, Regional and community levels. The direct 
representation on Boards of Management will ensure that those who 
are directly affected by the services have major roles in managing the 
system of health care in that region of the N.W.T. This will be one of 
the strongest messages that I will pass on to the delegates." 
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The Minister and some of his officials will also be available to delegates 
at various workshops to be held during the two day conference. 

CONTACT: Mr. Paul Moody 
Deputy Minister of Health 
(403) 920-61 73 
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yH ILDREN'S BOOK FESTIVAL PROVIDES "A WORLD TO EXPLORE" 

HAY RIVER (October 30) November 14-21 will be a busy week 
for libraries across the N.W.T as they celebrate the eleventh 
annual Children's Book Festival. 

The theme of this year's festival, sponsored by the Canadian 
Children's Book Centre, is "A World to Explore". Organizers hope to 
create a greater awareness of all the many, interesting science and 
technology books available for kids. 

Since this year's theme deals with science, the Science Institute of 
the N.W.T. has collected $2500 in donations from across the country 
for science books for northern libraries and schools. As well, the 
Canadian Institute of Technology is actively involved in supporting 
the festival across the country. 

Local Book Festival celebrations throughout the week will vary with 
each library. Centennial Public Library in Hay River, for example, is 
holding a special birthday party for local girl, Moira Green, who has 
been made famous by children's author Robert Munsch. Munsch 
stayed with the Green family and ·wrote about Moira's birthday when 
he visited Hay River for the 1984 Book Festival. The special surprise 
is that Munsch will be phoning on the day of the party and will tell 
the published story, "Moira's Birthday", to everyone gathered for the 
party. , 

Pine Point Community library will be showing various children's films 
and will be sponsoring a poster contest with book prizes awarded to 
the winners. The Fort Smith library will be holding bedtime 
storytelling sessions and children are invited to come in their 
p)jamas and listen to the stories. Hot chocolate will be a special 
treat afterwards. Yellowknife Public Library is running several 
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contests throughout the week including one to "name the hamster", 
the library's new mascot. There will also be a special wind-up party 
at the Yellowknife library on November 21. 

· Three authors will be touring Northern communities to help 
·celebrate the festival. They are: Susan Atkinson-Keen, author of "The 
Adventures of Broughton Bear", Janet Foster, well-known author, 
naturalist and television host, and local writer, Candace Savage. 

The three authors will be traveling to different communities 
throughout the N.W.T. Susan Atkinson-Keen will visit Yellowknife, 
Snowdrift, lnuvik, Aklavik, Fort McPherson, Norman Wells, and Fort 
Norman·. Janet Foster will travel to Rankin Inlet, Eskimo Point, 
Yellowknife, Coppermine, Gjoa Haven, Cambridge Bay, Igloolik, and 
Iqaluit. Candace Savage will be in Lac La Martre and Yellowknife. 

A "launching" party to send the writers off on their tours will take 
place on Sunday, November 15, starting at 2 pm at the Prince of 
Wales Heritage Centre in Yellowknife. Susan Atkinson-Keen and 
Janet Foster will give slide presentations and the Discovery Area of 
the centre will be open for exploration. 
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CONTACT 
Barbara Jo May 
Community Services Librarian 
Hay River 
874-6531 

Catherine MacQuarrie 
Public Affairs Officer 
873-7343 
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ATTRACTIVE PACKAGE TOURS DEVELOPED FOR BAFFIN REGION 

YELLOWKNIFE (Nov. 2/87) - 1\vo outfitters from Pangnirtung 
have been quick off the mark to benefit from a special seminar 
last month in Iqaluit. 

The Department of Economic Development and Tourism and Arctic 
College in Iqaluit sponsored a "package tour development seminar" for 
twelve outfitters in early October. 

Two weeks later, two of them with Canadian International Expeditions 
and Worldwide Adventure Tours produced a seven day package tour 
for Pangnirtung. The tour will allow tourists to experience many of 
the area's attractions and activities. It is now hoped that enough 
interest will be created for four tours in 1988. 

This is the first tour package to be produced as a result of the seminar. 
The Pangnirtung outfitters credit the skills and ideas learned at the 
seminar with helping them to work successfully with the southern 
travel experts to develop a tourism product they are proud to off er. 

"The development of packaged tours through the department's 
recently created "product development section" is exciting," says Nick 
Sibbeston, Minister of Economic Development and Tourism. "We look 
forward to helping co-ordinate with the private sector to create a 
greater number of attractive packages available to tourists." 
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Contact: Katherine Trumpter 
Regional Superintendent 
Economic Development and Tourism 
Iqaluit, (819) 979-5311 
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TERRITORIAL PARKS IMPROVEMENTS APPROVED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Nov. 5) - Improvements to Yellowknife area 
Territorial Parks have been approved by the Government of 
the N.W .T. 

Two Way Enterprises of Yellowknlfe-received--a--$1-1-9,-526 -contr-act--1:o-- - -- --- - -- ---­

make improvements at Fred Henne, Reid Lake and Prelude Lake 

Territorial parks. 

An Iqaluit firm, Canadrill Ltd., received a $191,815 contract to 

construct a breakwater at Pond Inlet. This breakwater will form a 

protective harbour in the community. 

Both contracts were awarded by the Department of Public Works and 
Highways between September 15 and October 2. Details of the 

contracts were announced today by Public Works and~H:!1i X;h~w:YJa~ si.--~-::-:-7 
Govamment Library Minister Gordon Wray. 

CONfACT: Judy McLinton 
PHONE: (403) 873-7257 

, -30- NOV O 9 •c-:07 

Government of N.W.T. 
venowknife. N.W.T. 
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WORKER SAFETY TRAINING PROGRAM PLANNED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Nov. 6) - Occupational health and safety 
training and education programs now are available to 
Northwest Territories workers. 

Details of an agreement providing for the development and delivery 
of these programs to workplaces throughout the N.W.T. were 
announced today by Justice Minister Michael Ballantyne and Bruce 
McLaughlin, minister responsible for the Workers' Compensation 
Board. 

"During the past year, the Board and my officials have combined their 
resources to develop the program," said Ballantyne. "Over 700 
workers have been trained in specific areas of work safety." 

The WCB has agreed to provide funding over a three-year period for 
safety officials to develop a comprehensive program addressing the 
training needs of northern workers. Particular emphasis will be 
placed on the needs of small business. Small business operators have 
expressed support and interest in the worker safety training 
program. 
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CONTACT: Judy McLinton 
PHONE: (403) 873-7257 

NOV 1 O 1987 

Government of N. W. T. 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. 
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WHALE COVE COUNCIL ENCOURAGES ENERGY EFFIC-IENG¥ ~~ 

WHALE COVE (Nov. 9) - The Hamlet of Whale Cove is actively 
encouraging its employees to practice energy efficiency. 

Over the past few years, hamlets in the Keewatin Region have 

realized the importance of establishing their own energy 

management programs. Leading the way is Whale Cove, where the 

council is actively encouraging its employees to use energy 

efficiently. 

The Hamlet Council has committed funding for various 

improvements to its buildings. The improvements were 

recommended by the Department of Public Works and Highways 

following an energy audit of hamlet buildings. They include replacing 

the main garage overhead door, performing combustion efficiency 

servicing of heating systems in all buildings, lowering thermostat 
setpoints in parking garages and the firehall, replacing exterior 

incandescent lighting with low pressure sodium lighting, replacing 

interior incandescent lighting with low wattage fluorescent lighting, 

and partitioning the carpentry shop into heated and unheated areas. 

The council expects to save more than $22,000 a year with these 

measures. 
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Hamlet employees are being motivated to develop energy-conscious 
habits in an imaginative way. All employees will receive new winter 

parkas if they can reduce the amount of fuel oil and electricity 

consumed in their homes and workplaces by 10 ·per cent over last 

year. The council is closely monitoring fuel and electricity 
consumption. 

Suggestions for improving employee energy efficiency in Whale Cove 

include: 

• turning on only those lights needed in an occupied area; 

• turning lights off when staff leave; 

• making sure doors are tightly closed; 

• tightening drafty buildings by sealing, caulking and 

weatherstripping unnecessary air leakage paths; and, 

• setting thermostats at C (68 F) when buildings are occupied and 

turning thermostats down a few degrees at night. 

In Whale Cove, electricity costs 65 cents a kilowatt hour while fuel 

costs 49 cents a litre. 

"The Hamlet of Whale Cove is to be commended for its initiative to 

combat high energy costs," said Public Works and Highways Minister 

Gordon Wray. "Other community governments could follow Whale 

Cove's lead and formulate their own plans to lower energy 

consumption and spending." 
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CONTACT: 

Ian Copeland Judy McLinton 
Secretary-Manager, Whale Cove GNWT Culture and Communications 
(819) 896-9961 (403) 873-7257 
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COMPUTER ART EXHIBITED AT NORTHERN HERITAGE CENTRE 

YELLOWKNIFE (November 12) - Where science and art 
meet, there is Digicon. 

Digicon is an exhibition of more than 30 computer-generated instant 
photographs by David Em, former artist-in-residence at the California 
Institute of Technology's Jet Propulsion Laboratory. It will be on 
display at the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre from 
November 14 to January 3. 

Initially trained in painting and sculpture, Em now uses a computer 
screen as an electronic canvas, creating intricate images of extra­
terrestrial fantasy worlds. 

Em creates his works by adapting and exploring the fme art 
capabilities of computer graphics programs first developed by Dr. 
James Blinn for the U.S. space program. Stars, moons, special grids 
and architecture of the future are given a new look with Em's use of 
vivid, synthesized colors, unique textures and complex designs. 

After the works are created, Em records each image by diverting the 
computer's video signals to a Dunn color graphics film recorder 
using 20 x 25 cm or 50 x 60 cm Polaroid color film. 

The continuous evolution of computer technology helps Em in his 
artistic explorations. "Just as the brush was an advance over cave 
painting, so the vocabulary of the artist is expanded by computer 
technology," Em says. "Abstract symbols can easily, quickly and 
accurately be manipulated to create extraordinary visuals." 
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Em is inspired by the collaboration of artists and scientists to 
produce sophisticated, "crest-of-the-wave" art. "Computer art is no 
better than any other art form," he says. "It's different -- more 
capable -- and gives an artist possibilitites not found in any other 
medium. Awareness by scientists and artists of each other's work 
promises mutual benefits as inexhaustible as the technology they 
share." 

Digicon has been exhibited in France, Germany, Italy and the United 
States. Em's work has been published in several journals, including 
Newsweek, Micro Systems and Business Screen. 

Em, 36, was born in Los Angeles, but raised in South America. He 
has recently expanded his computer art creations to include a 
motion-picture film. 

CONTACT: Judy Edgar 
Administrator 
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Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre 
(403) 873-7685 

Cathy Jewison 
Public Affairs Officer 
Culture and Communications 
(403) 873-7615 
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PATTERSON NAMES PORTFOLIOS FOR ELEVENTH ASSEMBLY 
MINISTERS 

YELLOWKNIFE (NOVEMBER 16) - As his first official act, 
newly appointed Government Leader Dennis Patterson 
announced the portfolios of the members of the Executive 
Council today in the Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. Patterson told the House that he made an effort to provide new 
members of the Executive Council with duties "relevant to their 
experience, abilities and interests while ensuring as much continuity 
as possible from incumbent members. 

According to Mr. Patterson, there will be a review of the portfolios 
following the Standing Committee on Finance review of the proposed 
budget and following the establishment of Cabinet's long range goals. 

"In other words, the assignments should be seen as assignments in 
the short term with portfolio assignments for the longer term to be 
made in the next few months." 

As Government Leader, Mr. Patterson will chair the Cabinet, the 
Priorities and Planning Committee and Political and Constitutional 
Development committee. He will also act as Deputy Chairman of the 
Financial Management Board. Mr. Patterson will be Minister of the 
Executive and Education and be responsible for Intergovernmental 
Affairs and for the Office of Devolution. 

Nick Sibbeston will be Deputy Chairman of Cabinet and will be 
Minister of Economic Development and Tourism and the Science 
Institute. 

Gordon Wray will be Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs, 
Personnel, the Equal Employment Directorate and Public Works and 
Highways. 
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Michael Ballantyne will chair the Financial Management Board and 
the Legislation and House Planning Con1mittee. He will be 
Government House Leader and will be Minister for Finance and 
Justice. 

Nellie Coumoyea will have responsibilities for the Department of 
Health and the Energy, Mines and Resources.Secretariat. She will 
also be the Minister responsible for the Public Utilities Board. 

Titus Allooloo will be Minister of Culture and Communications and 
Renewable Resources. He will be the Associate Minister of Aboriginal 
Rights and Constitutional Development. 

Jeannie Marie-Jewell will be responsible for the Department of Social 
Services, the Women's Secretariat, the Highway Transport Board and 
the Workers' Compensation Board. Ms. Marie-Jewell will also be 
Minister Responsible for Youth. 

Steve Kakfwi will be Minister for Aboriginal Rights and Constitutional 
Development. He will also be responsible for Government Services 
and the Housing Corporation. 

In anr10uncing the new Cabinet, Mr. Patterson paid tribute to the 
work done by three outgoing ministers, Ludy Pudluk, Bruce 
McLaughlin and Tom Butters. 
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Contact: 

Cindy CLegg 
Press Secretary 
(403) 920-61 76 
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ARTS A ND CRAFTS CATALO G UE PRODUCED 

Government Library 
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YELLOWKNIFE (November 17) -- The territorial ~ ~r'TTT'1~ +----­
has produced a full-color, 32-page, magazine-style catalogue 
depicting arts and crafts of the Northwest Territories. The 
catalogue is expected to increase the interest and sale of the 
products in southern Canada. 

"It's the first time a catalogue of this magnitude has been produced. It 
shows the diversity of native culture in the North and how it is 
expressed through arts and crafts," says Nick Sibbeston, Minister of 
Economic Development and Tourism. 

Entitled "Spirit of the Land", the cover features an Inuit carving, a 
colorful Dene porcupine quill band, and a traditional winter scene of 
three people hitching up sled dogs. 

"The cover itself expresses the tie to the land our native peoples have 
in using stone and quills -- materials from the land -- as a medium for 
their art," the Minister says. 

The catalogue's text gives the history of Inuit, Dene, and Metis arts 
and crafts in the North, stressing its uniqueness, and the time­
honored skills of the artisans. The text includes price ranges for the 
products, while the back cover lists NWr dealers and Canadian 
wholesalers of native arts and crafts. 

It also lists TravelArctic's toll free "hotline", 1-800-661-0788, where 
people may phone for more information about where to buy traditional 
arts and crafts. 

Published by Outcrop Ltd. of Yellowknife, the catalogue has been 
inserted into this month's issue of Up here Magazine. The 
October/November issue, the third annual northern art showcase, is 
dedicated almost entirely to native arts and crafts. 
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"Spirit of the Land" will also be included in tourism information 
packages, used at trade shows. and for general enquiries about native 
arts and crafts. 
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CONTACT: Glenn Wadsworth 
Head, Arts and Crafts 

873-7516 
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OVERNIGHT DAYCARE AT MARY MURP~ ~l.u...Ll~J.WJ,;u.E.J!..J--
CONTINUE -

YELLOWKNIFE (November 18) - Minister of Social Services 
Jeannie Marie-Jewell says protective overnight care will 
continue for the rest of the fiscal year at Yellowknife's Macy 
Murphy Seniors Home. 

Ms. Marie-Jewell told members of the Legislative Assembly today that 
in response to the concerns of the residents of the home and of the 
public, the Department of Social Services will share the costs of an 
overnight resident caretaker. 

She says that this type of care was not expected because the newly­
opened Avens Seniors' Centre was set up for older people unable to 
care for themselves. Two people in this situation stayed at the Mary 
Murphy Home, instead of moving to the new centre. "Although the 
people needing the personal care adequately dealt with through 
homecare services during the day, major problems have occurred 
during the evening hours," says Ms. Marie-Jewell. 

To address the problem, the minister says the cost of paying a 
resident supervisor/ caretaker will be jointly funded by Social Services 
and the Yellowknife Housing Authority, which is responsible for the 
Mary Murphy Seniors Home. The agreement is for the rest of this 
fiscal year. 

Ms. Marie-Jewell says officials from the Departments of Health, Social 
Services and the Housing Corporation are reviewing the respective 
roles of these agencies in providing housing and services to senior 
citizens. 

"One of the tasks of this group will be to clarify the level of service 
provided by each agency in Senior Citizen homes designated for 
independent living." 
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"In this way," says Ms. Marie-Jewell, "we can ensure that our elderly 
residents are pr-ovided with a comfortable and secure living 
environment." · 

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary- -
Executive 
(403) 920-61 76 
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PATTERSON PAYS TRIBUTE TO OUTGOING MINISTERS 

YELLOWKNIFE (November 17) - Government Leader Dennis 
Patterson has thanked former ministers of the Tenth 
Legislative Assembly for their hard work, and has specifically 
mentioned four Ministers. 

Ludy Pudluk, Red Pedersen, Bruce McLaughlin and Tom Butters are 
outgoing ministers from the Executive Council. 

Mr. Patterson says that although Mr. Pudluk had only been a Minister 
since March of this year, "he quickly brought himself up to date and 
added much to our discussions." 

Under the direction of Mr. Pedersen, "much progress has been made 
in countering the misguided efforts of national and international anti­
trapping and animal rights groups," according to Mr. Patterson. 

He notes that Bruce McLaughlin has seen a number of milestones 
during his four year term on the Executive Council. Mr. Patterson 
outlined Mr. McLaughlin's success in negotiating the costs of 
implementing the Young Offender legislation with the federal 
government and the transfer of all federal government responsibilities 
for health in the Baffin Region. "Mr. McLaughlin has laid firm 
groundwork for similar transfers in the rest of the NWT scheduled for 
early next fiscal year." 

Mr. Patterson jokingly said it would take less time to outline the work 
not done by Tom Butters in nearly ten years on Executive Council than 
to describe what he has accomplished. 

"His deep sense of public service and responsibility to all residents of 
the Northwest Territories has been clear for all to see. He has 
willingly shared his experience and wisdom with new members of 
Executive Councils." 
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Members of the Executive Council were selected by the Eleventh 
Legislative Assembly on Wednesday, November 11th. 

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive 
(403) 920-61 76 
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CAREER SHOW TO BE HELD DECEMBER 3 

NOV 2 3 ~<Y-37 
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YELLOWKNIFE (November 20) - More than 40 
representatives from the private sector, industry, 
government and post-secon dary institutions will be on hand 
for the Department of Education's 11th annual career show. 
It will be held at Sir John Franklin High School, from 9 a .m. to 
6 p.m. on December 3. 

Some of the representatives will discuss the variety of career options 
open to people. These range from jobs in the oil industry to the 
tourism industry, from banking to the public service. Other 
presenters, from a variety of post-secondary institutions, will give 
people some insight into how to get the right kind of education for 
the career they want. 

The show is aimed at students who are trying to decide what they 
want to do when they leave school, as well as people in the 
workforce who are considering a career change. 
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CONTACT: Lillian Hvatum 
Co-ordinator, Employment Programs 
Employment and Apprenticeship Programs 
Advanced Education 
(40~) 920-887 4 
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NWT Municipal Administrators' Association Rejuvenated 

Yellowknife (November 23) Yellowknife city administrator, 
Doug Lagore, has been elected president of the recently 
rejuvenated Association of Municipal Administrators of the 
N.W.T. (AMANOOT). 

Mr. Lagore was elected to the position, along with Fred Behrens -
vice-president, Terry Uyeda - secretary/treasurer and directors Jim 
Currie, Knute Hansen and Pat Wood, when municipal administrators 
from across the North met in Yellowknife, November 19-20. 

AMANOOT provides increased communication and training 
opportunities for secretary-treasurers/managers from tax-based 
municipalities and hamlets. Discussions at the November meeting 
centred on land claims, the Municipal Employees Benefits Plan, 
fmancial assistance policies and new local government legislation. 

Other business at the meeting included the presentation of the Norm 
Macleod Award for outstanding proficiency in municipal 
administration. The award for 1986 went to James Eetoolook of 
Spence Bay and Knute Hansen of Aklavik for their outstanding 
contributions to municipal government administration. Fred 
Behrens of Rae-Edzo received the award for 1987. Glen McLean, 
secretary-treasurer of the Town of Fort Smith, was recognized by the 
department of Municipal and Community Affairs for his suggestion 
regarding municipal financing which saved municipalities 
$2,500,000. 

Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs, Gordon Wray, and his 
department's staff were thanked by the new president for their 
assistance and support of AMANOOT. 

__ ..__. 

~---~~";; -. ,;;~,~ ._ :.~ ":1 
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Contact: 

Judie Noseworthy 
Manager, Municipal Operations 
Municipal Community Affairs 
(403) 873-7533 

Doug Lagore 
City Administrator 
Yellowknife. 
(403) 873-2671 
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YELLOWKNIFE (November 19) - Minister of Economic 
Development and Tourism Nick Sibbeston has released a 
document on highlights of the Canada-United States Trade 
Agreement and its relation to the Northwest Territories. 

Mr. Sibbeston says there are defmite benefits to be found in the 
agreement for the NWf. "In general, the removal of tariffs can be 
expected to provide overall benefits to the NWf economy making our 
exports more attractive to Americans and reducing the cost of many 
imports from the United States." 

Mr. Sib bes ton says while there still needs to be a detailed examination 
of the final Agreement. "Our analysis shows that positive benefits will 
be concentrated on our base industries including fishing, trapping, 
crafts, mining, oil and gas." 

"The Government of the Northwest Territories bas specific concerns 
over the proposed continuation of non-tariff barriers affecting the 
export of ivory, sealskin products, and polar bear skins to the USA and 
the treatment of regional development and industries subsidies. 

Mr. Sibbeston says the territorial government will not commit itself 
fully to supporting a free trade agreement until the federal 
government addresses such fundamental issues as the settlement of 
land claims, a northern energy accord and a northern land and 
resource management scheme. 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive 
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FREE TRADE GETS QUALIFIED SUPPORT FROM GOVERNMEN------ ..... 
NWT 

YELLOWKNIFE (November 25) - Minister of Economic 
Development Nick Sibbeston told the House of Commons 
Standing Committee on External Affairs and International 
Trade today that the Northwest Territories has qualified 
support for free trade with the United States. 

'There are just too many uncertainties for my government to give 
unqualified support to the free trade agreement," Mr. Sibbeston says. 
"On the surface it would appear that significant benefits would result. 
However, in pursuing these benefits we must exercise caution and 
good judgement to insure that those institutions and practices which 
have guided the evolution of our nation are not put in jeopardy." 

In outlining the north's chronic high unemployment, its dependency 
on government and volatile non-renewable resource development, Mr. 
Sibbeston painted a bleak picture of small communities where up to 
50 per cent of the Inuit, Dene or Metis people are without work. 

The projected unemployment rate within five years is 20 per cent for 
the entire population of the north and 40 per cent for the native 
sector. "Conservative estimates show that in ten years, this will 
further deteriorate to a rate of 22 per cent for everyone and 4 7 per 
cent for the native sector. 

"The public sector is the cornerstone of the economy," says Mr. 
Sibbeston, "last year, government had a payroll of 245 million dollars." 
He told the committee that the GNWf alone injected over 90 million 
dollars in capital expenditure into the economy in 1986. 

Industries based on non-renewable development - mining, oil and gas 
- are subject to volatile international markets. This, says the Minister, 
makes employment opportunities insecure. "One of the major factors 
which is inhibiting the development of proven reserves of oil, gas and 
minerals throughout the Northwest Territories is a lack of 
infrastructure and secure markets." 
Government of the Northwest Territories • Yellowknife, N.W.T., Canada XIA 2L9 • Telex 034-45504 



In assessing the territorial government's view on the free trade 
agreement. Mr. Sibbeston said there will be lower costs to hunters, 
trappers and fishermen on such items as guns, ammunition, traps and 
motors. He added the tourism sector will also benefit from reduced 
equipment costs. 

"As well, the lower cost of manufactured goods imported from the US 
will translate into savings to consumers which is especially important 
to NWf residents as the cost of living is 40 per cent higher on average 
than in the South." 

The fishing industry gets a boost from the proposed elimination of a 
13 per cent tariff on processed fish. 

A significant 18 per cent reduction on tariffs on clothing and a 
removal of 6.6 per cent duty on raw furs will help the fur industry. 
The US is a major export market for furs. 

Mr. Sibbeston expressed concern over the continuation of the US 
Marine Mammals Act which prohibits transportation of products from 
polar bears, seals, walrus or any other marine mammals. This includes 
such things as ivory carvings, polar bear skins and sealskin products. 

"This severely limits the development of the Arts and Crafts sector and 
places Northwest Territories natives at a serious disadvantage with 
respect to Alaskan natives who are not subject to this restriction," says 
Mr. Sibbeston. 

The US Marine Mammals Act is based on the principle of 
conservation. Mr. Sibbeston says the US Government be assured that 
the Government of the NWf places great emphasis on conservation of 
renewable resources as well, and that commercial development would 
not bias that principle. 

"It is consistent with the thrust and intent of the Free Trade 
Agreement that native Canadians be excluded from provisions of the 
Marine Mammals Act. This would give them parity with their 
American counterparts." Mr. Sibbeston states that the Government of 
the NWf will continue to seek exemption for northern aboriginal 
people from provisions of the US Marine Mammals Act. 

In the mining sector, Mr. Sibbeston explained the proposed 9.5 per 
cent reduction on duty imposed on equipment imported from the US 
and reduced tariffs on mineral exports to the US would create 
reduced operating costs and increased competitiveness which will 
stimulate exploration and production. 



"Similarly." he says, "there will be reduced industry costs for the oil 
and gas sector." For example there will be a reduction of the 25 per 
cent duty on ships and offshore drilling rigs. There will also be 
increased access to American markets and investor confidence will 
increase. 

Since a major boost to the mining, oil and gas industries is expected, 
Mr. Sibbeston told the House of Commons Committee that the federal 
government must address a number of outstanding issues before the 
Government of the NWr will lend its full support to the free trade 
agreement. 

Mr. Sibbeston called for the resolution of issues related to land claims. 
"Land tenure and resource revenue sharing must be clarified. There is 
also a clear need for a comprehensive resource management system 
which is sensitive to and directed by northern interests. The 
establishment of this system will follow from the land claims process." 

In addition, Mr. Sibbeston is insisting that a Northern Energy Accord 
be finalized to give northerners a measure of control over oil and gas 
development. 

"The devolution of power and authority from the federal government 
must not be prejudiced by the Free Trade Agreement," says Mr. 
Sibbeston. "Residents of the NWr simply must be given control over 
the pace and type of development and provided with the tools to 
protect their interests." 

'We want to hear from the Prime Minister and his colleagues that a 
free trade agreement will not inhibit the ability of northerners to 
develop those public and private institutions necessary to manage our 
land and resources." 

Mr. Sibbeston says native northerners must also have assurances. 
'They must know that the benefits and institutions for which they have 
fought for so long and continue to fight for through land claims 
settlements will not be subject to countervail action from American 
interest." 

"Like other developing regions of this nation," says Mr. Sibbeston, "we 
urge that in the context of the Free Trade Agreement, the federal 
government protect and enhance its ability to work in cooperation 
with the provinces and territories to reduce regional disparities." 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive 
(403) 920-6176 
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GOVERNMENT LEADER WELCOMES SOVIET CANADIAN TRANS-
POLAR EXPEDITION . 

Iqaluit, NWf (November 24 ) - Government Leader Dennis 
Patterson h as extended his formal welcome to the members of 
the Soviet Canadian Trans-Polar Expedition. 

The group of 16 Soviets and 6 Canadians arrived in Iqaluit today for a 
month of rigorous training on the land and sea-ice near the 
community. This will be one of their final training sessions prior to 
setting out over the Arctic ice cap from Soviet Siberia and across the 
North Pole to Canada on skiis-- a distance of about 2000 kilometres. 

The expedition is being undertaken as an opportunity to strenghten 
Soviet-Canadian relations through a peaceful cooperative effort. It will 
also be the first time the Arctic ice cap h as been crossed on skis, 
considered by many to be the last difficult thing left to do in the 
Arctic. 

The Government of the Northwest Territories will act as a facilitator 
to the expedition during its stay in the Baffm Region. 

'The Soviet Canadian Trans-Polar Expedition is an excellent example 
of bridge building between two Arctic nations whose northern regions 
are only 1500 km ap art. We in northern Canada share many common 
concerns with the people of Soviet Siberia and I am proud that the 
NWT has an opportunity to take part in this effort toward international 
peace and goodwill. The expedition will provide excellent role models 
for youth in both countries as its members demonstrate that people 
with different langu ages and cultures are able to work together 
cooperatively with sp irit, inventiveness, enthusiasm and perserverance 
as they struggle toward a common goal under harsh conditions," said 
Mr. Patterson. 
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The group plans to Journey by ski and inflatable raft from the 
northernmost tip of the Sevemays Zemlya Islands in the Soviet Union 
to Cape Columbia on Ellesmere Island. Each team member will carry a 
100 pound pack for eight to ten hours each day. The expedition will 
receive fresh supplies and other staples every 15 days by air drop. 
The team expects to start from the Soviet side in late February or early 
March, following a final training session in Siberia. The arduous 
journey is expected to take three to three and one half months. 

The expedition led by Dr. Dmitry Shparo, a 45 year old mathematician 
and Soviet Arctic expert. He is a popular adventure author in his own 
country and received its highest award, the Order of Lenin, after his 
journey to the North Pole in 1979. He will be joined by Dr. Mikhail 
Malakov, a physician who will carry out medical experiments that will 
investigate the way the team members react to extreme stress from 
physical effort and cold temperatures. Another 5 Soviet team 
members will be chosen from the present group of 16 following the 
training session in Iqaluit. Each of these highly trained and 
experienced individuals has been chosen from the Soviet Science and 
Sports Academies. 

One of the better know Canadians trying for a place on the team is 
Richard Weber of Kingsmere, Quebec, holder of 19 Canadian cross­
country skiing titles. As a member of the Steger International Polar 
Expediton. Mr. Weber was one of only two Canadians to reach the 
North Pole by dog team without re-supply in May, 1986. He is a 
graduate Mechanical Engineer and an accomplished white water 
kayaking and rafting instructor. 

The three other Canadians competing for a chance to go to the North 
Pole include well-known polar explorer, Reverend Laurie Dexter, of 
Fort Smith, NWT; world renowned mountain climbers Gilbert Rioux 
and Jacques Bouffard, of Matane, Quebec; Jerry Kobalenko, an avid 
skier and Senior Editor of Toronto's Outdoor Magazine; and Dr. 
Graeme Magar, a medical doctor and marathon runner from Mt. Hope, 
Ontario. 

The Soviet and Canadian teams have already attended a training 
session in the Soviet Union at which they made excellent progress in 
learning the language and culture of their fellow team-mates. Their 
time in Iqaluit will help them to become even more familiar with each 
other. 

It will also provide an opportunity to test equipment, take extended 
ski trips outside the community and will help to determine the skills 



of each member. By the end of this training session, Dr. Shparo is 
expected to make the final selection of the remaining expedition 
members. 
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CONTACT: Ken MacRury 
Baffin Regional Director 
(819) 979-5341 

Sharon Burness 
Public Affairs Officer 
(819) 979-4245 
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8 FROM BAFFIN RECEIVE APPRENTICESHIP AWARDS 

Iqaluit (November 23) - The Minister of Education, Dennis 
Patterson is pleased to announce that 8 Baffin students have 
won awards for their achievements in apprenticeship and 
trades training programs. The recipients were honoured at 
the 10th Annual Baffin Apprenticeship Awards ceremony in 
Iqaluit today. 

Apprenticeship Award ceremonies are held once a year in each region 
of the NWI' to recognize the achievements of outstanding graduate 
apprentices and trades people from across the NWr. Apprentices who 
achieve marks of 80% or better in their final examination are eligible 
for Apprenticeship Awards. Special Awards are presented to non­
registered apprentices and trades people who receive marks of 80% 
or better. A variety of companies, associations and individuals sponsor 
the awards as a way of showing their support for apprentices in 
training. 

This year, a new award has been added to the list in the Baffin - the 
"Ken Watchorn Award" for the top first year apprentice. Sponsored by 
the Baffm Divisional Board of Education, the award was created at the 
request of Iqaluit's 1st Air Cadet Squadron. Mr. Watchorn was a 
Mechanics instructor at the Gordon Robertson Education Centre and 
spent 11 years assisting the Cadet movement in the community until 
his retirement earlier this year. 

Enoki Irqittuq is the first recipient of the Ken Watchorn Award. he is 
a registered apprentice in the Housing Maintainer trades program and 
is employed by the Hall Beach Housing Association. He was chosen as 
the top apprentice in any trade in the Baffin based on a performance 
evaluation from his trade instructor, his 1st Period trade theory 
marks, and a performance evaluation from a Journeyman Supervisor at 
his work site. 
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Grant Fredlund is the recipient of the award for the Top 2nd Period 
Welder. He is a registered NWT Welder Apprentice employed by the 
Nanisivik Mine. This award is sponsored by Back Bay Welding Ltd. of 
Yellowknife. 

The award for the top non-apprentice to obtain the Interprovincial 
Red Seal in an NWr registered trades program was won by Ed 
Shurtleff. He completed his Journeyman certification as an NWr Oil 
Burner Mechanic this year, and also holds Journeyman Certification as 
a Gasfitter and as a Welder. The award is sponsored by Fred H. Ross 
and Associates. The Interprovincial Red Seal program is designed to 
encourage the standardization of provincial/territorial training and 
certification programs, thereby increasing the mobility of people 
employed in the construction, maintenance, repair and service trades. 

Daniel Collings, employed by the Municipality of Iqaluit, won awards 
for both the Top 3rd Period and the Top 4th Period Heavy Duty 
Mechanic. The 3rd period award is sponsored by Robinson's Trucking 
Ltd. of Yellowknife and the 4th period award is sponsored by Esso 
Resources Ltd. of Norman Wells. Last year, Mr. Collings was the 
recipient of the Top 2nd period Heavy Duty Equipment Mechanic 
Award. 

Jawlie Akavak topped his class in the Housing Maintainer Trade 
Program's Minor Electric Appliance Repair Course. This award is 
sponsored by the Municipality of Iqaluit. Mr. Akavak is employed as a 
Housing Maintainer with the Lake Harbour Housing Authority. He 
graduated as a journeyman in 1985, but has an on-going commitment 
to furthering his training through courses such as this one, which are 
optional. Mr. Akavak also serves as a member of the NWI' Housing 
Maintainer Trade Advisory Committee. 

Charles Rothgordt is the Top 2nd Period Heavy Duty Equipment 
Mechanic in the NWr. This award is sponsored by the Nanisivik Mine 
Ltd. Mr Rothgordt is employed by the Polaris Mine at Little Cornwallis 
Island. He also holds an NWf Journeyman Millwright Certificate and 
the Interprovincial Red Seal for the Millwright Trade, and was chosen 
as the Top 1st Period Heavy Duty Equipment Mechanic in the NWI' in 
1986. 

The City of Yellowknife's "Everette Kasteel Memorial Award" for the 
Top non-apprentice in the NWT to attend theory training and obtain 
Journeyman Status was presented to Eric Guimond. He attended the 
Special Journeyman level theory course for the Caprentry Trade 
earlier this year and was granted the lnterprovincial Red Seal. His 
marks from this course resulted in the award. Mr. Guimond is 
employed by the Iqaluit Housing Authority. 



Johanasie Apak is the recipient of the NWI' Housing Maintainer Trade 
Advisory Committee's Special Award for the Top 1st Period Housing 
Maintainer (Iqaluit Campus). Mr. Apak is employed by the Clyde River 
Housing Association. He is presently attending a 2nd period Oil 
Burner Furnace Repair course as part of the work toward his Journey 
man Certification in the Housing Maintainer Trade. 

The Department of Education's Advanced Educations section 
administers the Apprenticeship Training Program and issues 
certificates to qualified trades people and apprentices. The program 
is open to people 16 years of age and older who are residents of the 
NWr and have an employer who is a journeyman or who employs a 
journeyman in a selected trade. In most trades, a minimum education 
level is required in order to qualify for College level theory courses. 
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N.W.T. APPRENTICES HONORED 

YELLOWKNIFE (November 26) - From Inuvik to Iqaluit 
than 50 N.W.T. apprentices were honored at special 
ceremonies across the territories this week. 

Government library 

NOV 2 6 ,,-~-. 

~ ~&nrn~nt of N.W.T. · 
·Yellowknife, N.W.T. 

The 10th Annual Apprenticeship Awards acknowledged apprentices 
who have achieved the highest mark in their final branch 
examinations for the 1986/87 school year. 

The awards are presented to those apprentices and tradespeople 
receiving marks higher than 80 per cent in their final examinations. 
Only registered apprentices are considered eligible for the Top 
Awards in apprenticeship categories and non-registered apprentices 
and tradespeople are eligible for the Special Awards. 

Fifteen of the 54 people in the N.W.T. receiving apprenticeship 
awards for 1987 were honored at an awards banquet in Yellowknife 
on November 25. They are: 

Michael Dentith, 1st period automotive parts; 
DUL-ican Lalonde, 1st period carpenter; 
Pierre Moreau, 2nd period carpenter; 
Randy Waddell, 1st period electrician; 
Ted Richard, 3rd period electrician; 
Jean Paul Blanchette, 1st period industrial mechanic (millwright); 
Wallace Brenton, 2nd period industrial mechanic (millwright); 
Robert Tumchewics, 3rd period industrial mechanic (millwright); 
Colin Steed, 1st period industrial warehousing; 
Matthew Grogono, 1st period motor vehicle mechanic; 
Fitzgerald Pynnaken, 1st period painter and decorator; 
Tim Slamka, 3rd and 4th period plumber; 
Ken Koswan, 1st period steamfitter /pipefitter; 
Robert Shopa, 1st period welder. 
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The top non-apprentice to obtain journeyman status was John 
Cucheran, a heavy equipment operator with the City of Yellowknife. 

Four Memorial Awards are also part of the annual Apprenticeship 
Awards. Recipients are chosen from across the Northwest 
Territories. 

Matthew Grogono of Yellowknife was also presented with the Danny 
Magrum Memorial Award for top achievement in the first year of 
motor vehicle mechanics. This award was first given in 1979 by Mrs. 
June Magrum. Danny was a first-year motor vehicle mechanic at the 
time of his death. 

The Fred S. Jones Memorial Award for top third year Housing 
Maintainer was awarded to David Iblau t of Eskimo Point. Eddy Mala 
of Cambridge Bay received the John Tologanak Memorial Award for 
top marks in the third year housing maintainer apprenticeship. 

Eric Guimond, a carpenter in Iqaluit, was the winner of the Everett 
Kasteel Memorial Award for top non-apprentice to attend theory 
training and obtain journeyman status. 

The top N.W.T. Overall Graduating Apprentice was Michael Reeves, 
an electrician from Inuvik. 

Each apprenticeship award has been donated either by an 
association, company, individual,-union or government department _ 
in support of apprenticeship training. 

Apprenticeship Awards ceremonies were also held in Iqaluit, Hay 
River, Cambridge Bay, lnuvik and Eskimo Point this week. 

Award recipients are determined by staff of the Apprenticeship 
Program, Government of the Northwest Territories. 
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MARK MALONE NAMED AS PRINCIPAL SECRETARY 

YELLOWKNIFE (November 30) - Government Lealm~ ~nAnA-tiAF===::J 
Patterson has announced the appointment of the Principal 
Secretruy. Forty-two year old Mark Malone of Paris, France 
began his work as political strategist last week accompanying 
Mr. Patterson to meetings in Ottawa and Toronto. 

"Mr. Malone brings a wealth of national and international expertise to 
this position," says Mr. Patterson. "Through his work in the 
Government of Canada, with Canadian native organizations and his 
knowledge of northern political affairs, Mr. Malone will help broaden 
our methods and our thinking." 

Mr. Malone, the son of a Canadian diplomat was born in Sydney, 
Australia and educated in Paris, France. He has two doctorates, one in 
Politics and the other in Law from the Sorbonne. In addition, Mr. 
Malone has two Masters degrees in Politics, his Masters of Business 
Administration, a Bachelor of Commerce and a Bachelor of Arts 
degree. 

He has been awarded a Canada Council Fellowship, Australian National 
University Fellowship, a Commonwealth Foundation Fellowship and 
the Renault Prize. 

Between 1967 and 1980, Mr. Malone worked for the Department of 
External Affairs in Ottawa and in New York for the Canadian delegation 
to the United Nations. He was part of the Privy Council Office and 
Federal-Provincial Relations office where he was Special Advisor on 
Federal-Provincial Relations. 

Most recently, Mr. Malone has been working as a consultant on 
economics and constitutional issues for Makkivik Corporation, for the 
Inuit Committee on National Issues, for I.T.C. and the Saskatchewan 
Federation of Indians, and as a special advisor to the Nunavut 
Constitutional Forum. He also worked with the Western Constitutional 
Forum. 
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In Europe, where he works six months out of a year, Mr. Malone was 
the senior consultant for a large corporation in the areas of 
development, taxation and telecommunications. He is the author of 
more than 30 publications, one of the latest being "Financing of 
Aboriginal Self-Government" published by Queens University. 

Mr. Malone and his wife Isabelle will be settling in Yellowknife. 

CONTACT: 

9indy Clegg 
~ Press Secretary 

,. · (4o3r ·920.:.6116 
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SOCIAL SERVICES MINISTER PLANS PRIVATE MEET~N~~-:!:!!:~~---"=~ 
CARE 

YELLOWKNIFE (November 30) - Social Services Minister 
Jeannie Marie-Jewell plans a private meeting with federal 
Minister of Health and Welfare Jake Epp to discuss Ottawa's 
child care program. 

Mr. Epp is meeting with provincial and territorial ministers on 
December 2nd in Ottawa to announce the federal policy on child care. 

Ms. Marie-Jewell has prior commitments this week with the 
Executive Council which is meeting to discuss future directions for the 
new Government of the Northwest Territories. 

As an incoming Minister, Ms. Marie Jewell helped initiate this idea 
and strongly supports the need for the Executive Council to plan co­
ordinated and effective approaches to governing. 

The Minister says a senior offical of the government will attend the 
meeting for the annou ncement of the Federal Child Care Program. 
She will then meet privately with Mr. Epp on December 15th to 
present the territorial government's position in detail. 

'The federal announcement will have an important impact on the 
Northwest Territories and its future plans for day care support," says 
Ms. Marie-Jewell. "I look forward to my private meeting in December 
with Mr. Epp to let him know exactly where we stand on the issue. 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Execu tive 
(403) 920-6176 
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TWO YEAR COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT REACHED WITH N.W.T.· 
PUBLIC SERVICE ASSOCIATION 

YELLOWKNIFE (December 1) - Minister of Personnel Gordon 
Wray announces that Executive Council has ratified a two year 
collective agreement with its employees represented by the 
Northwest Territories Public Service Association. 

Mr. Wray says the two year agreement provides a formula lump sum 
amount to be added to the salary grids in the first year and a 4.5 per 
cent increase across the board in the second year. 

The agreement must be ratified by members of the NWfPSA 
bargaining unit before it can be signed off by the parties and put in 
place. The new agreement cover the period April 1, 1987, to March 
31, 1989. 

CONTACT: 

Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive 
( 403) 920-61 76 
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GNWT AND TEACHERS ASSOCIATION REACHES TENATIVE DEAL 

YELLOWKNIFE (December 1) - The Government of the 
Northwest Territories and the Northwest Territories Teachers' 
Association have reached a tentative settlement for a new 
collective agreement. 

Minister of Personnel Gordon Wray says there are some improvements 
in benefits and working conditions. He says the contract also provides 
for salary increases. 

President of the NWfTA Allan McDonald says the ratification process 
will not be completed until late December. Additional details will be 
given once the parties have endoresed and signed the new agreement. 

The agreement covers the period of September 1, 1987, to August 31, 
1988. 

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
Executive 
(403) 920-6176 

Allan McDonald 
President 
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N.W.T. Teacher's Association 
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AKLAVIK PROGRAM SUPPORTED BY DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION 

YELLOWKNIFE (December 1) - A residential camp aimed at 
preventing youth alcohol and drug abuse will receive support 
from the Department of Education. 

Ye!!cw.~·nit~. N.W.T. 

Minister of Education Dennis Patterson announced today the 
department will support the Knute Lang Camp's request for a teacher 
to provide an education program at the camp. 

The camp, 35 miles from Aklavik, operated for seven weeks last 
summer as a pilot project. Many groups in the area now want to have 
it available to young people year-round. 

The project was designed and administered by the Aklavik Alcohol 
Action Committee, a non-profit society composed mainly of Inuvialuit, 
Dene and Metis residents of Aklavik. 

It is the only residential preventative and educational addictions 
program available for native youth in the N.W.T. The camp is staffed 
almost entirely by native people. Elders are an integral part of the 
camp, re-introducing young people ;to their traditional lifestyles and 
cultures. 

Residents at Knute Lang learned traditional skills, including fishing, 
building maintenance, hunting and trapping and boating, along with 
many other skills taught by several groups. 

The alcohol committee, local RCMP, the Department of Social 
Services, St. John Ambulance, the Aklavik Dene Band, the Department 
of Renewable Resources, the Metis Association and the Hunters and 
Trappers Association all contributed time and effort to the camp's 
success. 

"This is a very worthwhile project which I feel deserves our support," 
says Mr. Patterson. "It is a unique program in the north, and 
indications are the camp is having much success with young people 
who are having problems with alcohol and other drugs. 
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"In providing a drug-free environment and an opportunity for young 
adults to learn traditional land skills, I am positive Knute Lang Camp 
will go far in helping youth get back to a healthy lifestyle. 

"An important part of any such program is education and that is why 
the department will be providing a teaching position to the camp," he 
said. 

The Aklavik Social Workers reported that the number of cases of youth 
involved in the court system last September - after the camp 
concluded - was only three, as compared with the usual nine. 

As a result of the camp's successful first run last summer, the Action 
Committee is optimistic its lobbying efforts will find support for year­
round operation of Knute Lang Camp, providing the program to youth 
in the Delta Region. 

The Department of Education will provide funding for a teacher for 
outpost camps where there are at least 10 school-age children and the 
parents or guardians support the need for education. It is expected 
that the camp will arrange for accommodation and instructional space 
if necessary. 

In addition to the support to Knute Lang Camp, outpost camp teachers 
are also funded by the department for Bay Chimo and Allen Island. 
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Educational Specialist 
Department of Education 
(403) 873-7677 



. . 

GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

At 
News Release CULTURE AN□ COMMUNICATIONS , 

. : . . . 
87-272 

l 
ARTISTS IN THE SCHOOLS PROGRAM UNDERWAY Governmer.t of N.W.T. ! 

Yeflowknife. N.V.J.T. i 
YELLOWKNIFE (December 4) -- Through a new progra: , I 
students in NWf schools will have the opportunity to meet 
and appreciate northern artists. For northern artists, the 
program is a forum where they can demonstrate their skills 
and teach others. 

Minister of Education Dennis Patterson calls the Artists in the Schools 
Program (AIS) an innovative, first step. "It is only the beginning of 
what will become a significant part of school activities and 
curriculum," he says. 

Northerners have responded with overwhelming enthusiasm for the 
program and what it will offer territorial students. 

"As more and more communities phase-in the AIS program, designed 
by the community and its schools, students across the North will have 
new opportunities to share, learn, and grow through the arts. It is an 
exciting direction with unlimited, creative potential," Mr. Patterson 
said. 

During the first phase, . six communities across the NWr are piloting ~:: ~ ~~ :'~~~""~_::: =-~ :~~;,._ schools. Fort Simpson, Fort Good Hope, 
H0lman Island, Yellowknife and Baker Lake are at various stages of 
developing their programs. The Baffin Region is developing a proposal 
for an AIS program, which could be available to all communities in the 
area it serves. 

The program is designed to enhance the current NWr fine arts 
curriculum by adding to the existing program. 

AIS is not limited to painting or drawing classes, says Alex Czarnecki, 
Fine Arts Specialist for the Department of Education. 
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"Communities and the schools have full control over deciding what will 
work in their area, and what they want to have in the AIS programs. 
Those options include every facet of art -- from visual mediums to 
dramatic, literary, and music programs. 

"After examining arts programs now being used in territorial schools, 
the Department decided the North needed its own program; a 
culturally and socially unique arts curriculum which would use available 
resources, both inside and outside the territories. It is an opportunity 
to share," Mr. Czarnecki says. 

Local, regional, and national professional artists and craftsmen will be 
invited to participate and share their talents with students on an 
ongoing basis. They will be in the schools all day for two or three 
weeks at a time. 

"We want Northern students to have continuous exposure to the fme 
arts. We also want artists to share their talents with students and the 
community in space provided by the school," Mr. Czarnecki says. 

A directory of northern artists is constantly being updated by the 
Department of Education for the program. It will provide a 
comprehensive list all NWr artists, including tapestry weavers, 
dancers, writers, and carvers, to name a few. 

Individual community steering committees, which include Regional 
Superintendents of Education, representatives from local LEAs, school 
principals, teachers, and interested community members, are being 
established for the arts programs. The committees will decide what 
shape the AIS program will take in their schools. 

'We are excited about the response to this new direction and the 
communities' strong interest in having an Artists in the Schools 
program for Northern students," Mr. Patterson says. 

"The schools are a natural catalyst for keeping fh 0 ::::~~!':::._"" ? ~h"':', 

stimulating, exciting and rewarding for both students, teachers, and 
participating artists. It will ultimately be the responsibility of the 
schools and regional administrators to ensure that the best interests of 
students and the program are served," he added. 

The Department of Education is available as a resource and initial 
facilitator for the program. It is providing $5,000 to each pilot 
community for program start-up and will continue to provide advice 
and direction as it is requested. 



Each school's annual budget currently includes funding for cultural 
activities. The Minister of Education says future funding for AIS 
programs should be supported by schools through those cultural 
dollars. 
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INCREASED USE OF REMOTE SENSING IN NWT P 

,DECO 7 ~?87 

'Governrnent of N.W.T. 
NN&O wknife. N.W.T. 

YELLOWKNIFE (Dec. 7) - Imagery from satellites soon will be 
playing an important role in resource management in the 
N.W.T. as a result of an agreement between the governments 
of the Northwest Territories and Canada. 

The agreement, which provides for a co-operative technology 
enhancement program between the Territorial government and the 
Canada Centre for Remote Sensing (CCRS), was announced today by 
Renewable Resources Minister Titus Allooloo. 

Through the technology enhancement program, CCRS will transfer 
techniques it has developed for extracting information on satellite 
images of earth's surface to resource agencies in the N.W.T. Projects 
will demonstrate the usefulness of remote sensing in many aspects of 
resource management including wildlife habitat, forest inventory, fire 
management, wetlands mapping and land use monitoring. 

Renewable Resources will act as the co-ordinating agency for the 
remote sensing program which will run until October 1989. 
Resource managers from Territorial agencies will use digital analysis 
:~,,;;'n-i 0 nt_ ""- 1~?-~ frnn, CCRS, to carry out the demonstration 
projects. CCRS will provide a remote sensing specialist based in 
Yellowknife, to provide technical assistance and training to GNWr 
personnel. 

A similar technology enhancement program is underway in 
Newfoundland. Others have been successfully completed in the 
Maritimes, Manitoba and Saskatchewan. 
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CULTURE AND COMiVIUNICATIONS , 

NEW APPROACHES &"'ID DIRECTIONS APPROVED BY 
C.ABINET 

YELLOWKNIFE (December 4) - Following a four day strategy 
session at the Sn are River Rapids hydro station, Government 
Leader Dennis Patterson says the new government will be 
moving rapidly in ne\v directions . 

'The Cabinet has decided to take in1mediate steps to develop new 
approaches to economic development," says Mr. Patterson. 'The 
government also recognized that initiatives with the federal 
government n1ust be pursued immediately so that results can be 
achieved before the forthcoming federal election." 

According to Mr. Patterson, "the Cabinet believes that political 
development depends on economic development. Efforts to improve 
the economy and develop politically must therefore proceed in 
parallel. 

"Import replacement will be a major goal of the new governn1ent's 
approach to the economy," says Mr. Patterson. 

"This approach will not only apply to developing a strategy to replace 
northern consumer goods with products from the north, but will apply 
to existing jobs as well ." 

Mr. Patterson says his government will put a n e\v emphasis on getting 
permanent northern residents to take better advantage of existing job 
opportunities in areas like mining, the transportation, 
co111..munications and hospitality industry and the federal public 
service. 

t 
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"The new government also recognizes that education is critical to 
efforts to achieve affirmative action for Northerners to take advantage 
of existing and potential employment opportunities. Career 
counseling and parent education will be emphasized, and ways will be 
sought to make schools ·more effective in preparing students for these 
opportunities. 

"The Cabinet also believes that steps must be taken to reduce­
dependence on welfare amongst certain categories of welfare · 
recipients," says Mr. Patterson. "For example, ways will be sought to 
provide encouragement to welfare recipients who may have the ability 
to hunt for themselves." 

Mr. Patterson says the new government also believes that the 
renewable resource sector provides many potential opportunities for 
econon1ic development and should be a priority in a new economic 
plan. 

The government also recognized that a transportation network, 
including highways, airports and marine facilities is critical to 
economic development. This will require intensive negotiations with 
the federal government. 

"As far as political and constitutional development is concerned," says 
Mr. Patterson, "this government will put its first efforts towards 
encouraging the settlement of land claims." 

According to the Government Leader, the opportunity exists with both 
the T.F.N. and the Dene/Metis claims to make substantial progress 
towards an agreement-in-principle within the coming twelve months. 
He says Titus Allooloo and Stephen Kakfwi, ministers responsible for 
aboriginal rights, will have Cabinets· full support to move towards 
development of agreements-in-principle in that time. 

Mr. Patterson says the new government will also pursue current 
devolution initiatives with vigour. "These include the transfer of 
health, NCPC, Arctic B&C airports and the Northern Energy Accord. 
These and other initiatives will require a strong inter-governmental 
affairs emphasis." 

Mr. Patterson also notes that the new Cabinet agreed that relations 
with circurn.polar nations are very useful in areas like northern 
economic development and will also be stressed by his government. 

Mr. Patterson notes that the new government's plan in developing the 
economy must be co-ordinated with the Legislature's new Special 
Committee on the Economy. 



The Government Leader calls the past week's strategy session a 
success. "One of the objects was to ensure that total government goals 
and objectives in fields like economic development are borne in mind 
by all Ministers and all department." 

Another session is planned in January to include Deputy Ministers and 
senior Managers. 

Contact: Cindy Clegg 
Press secretary 
(403) 920-6176 
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FEDERAL-TERRITORIAL FISH-STOCKING AGREEMENT REACHED 

YELLOWKNIFE (December 7) -- The federal and territorial 
governments have agreed upon a five-year workplan to fill 
lakes with fish for recreational fishing. 

The agreement, signed by the federal Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans and the territorial Department of Renewable Resources, cover . 
research, assessment, stock monitoring, and public awareness. 

This agreement is expected to speed-up federal/territorial efforts to 
successfully stock fish for recreational purposes in the N.W.T. To date 
efforts have been limited to a program at Polar Lake, about 60 km eas 
of Hay River. 

In 1971 it was stocked with brook trout, and in 1977 was restocked 
with rainbow trout. The program-continued-to b~effective--as-the➔ak@---- -· --· --------- - -

was periodically resupplied until 1986. 

Two other lakes in the Yellowknife/Hay River areas were stocked with 
rainbow trout, but they met with limited success. It was determined 
that if stocking lakes for recreational fishing was to be continued 
successfully, more information was needed. 

In 1986, the NWf Fish Stocking Committee, consisting of members 
from Fisheries and Oceans and Renewable Resources, was formed to 
develop a five-year workplan for recreational fish stocking. 

The committee's workplan outlines federal and territorial 
responsibilities, and is designed to foster federal-territorial 
cooperation that will allow groups or agencies to take part in 
aquaculture for recreational fish stocking in the NWI'. 
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CONTACT: Doug Stewart 
Director 
Conservation Education/Resource Development 
(403) 920-8716 

Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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SOCIAL SERVICES tv11NISTER TOURS INUVIK REGION 

DEC 1 t , l '•, 'J 
Government of N.W.T. 

} Ye_Uowknife, N.W:T. 

INUVIK (December 11) - Minister of Social Services Jeannie -
Marie-Jewell visited three Mackenzie Delta communities this 
week as part of her initiation into her portfolios which include 
the Status of Wom en, Workers' Compensation, Highways 
Transport Board and Youth. 

In Aldavik on Wednesday, in addition to touring the Joe Greenland 
Centre, Ms. Marie-Jewell helped celebrate the retirement of Social 
Services employee Rosie Pascal who has been with the territorial 
government for 24 years. Her friends and family held a surprise party 
for Ms. Pascal at the senior citizens' home where she had worked. 

Earlier in the day, Ms. Marie-Jewell met with the two social workers, 
then with Chief J ames Ross and Mayor Piet Van Loon in Fort 
McPherson. 'We met with both councils and I saw where the alcohol 
and drug programs were delivered from. I came away from Fort 
McPherson with a firm understanding of the problems which can only 
assist me when it comes to fL11.dLng solu tions." 

On Thursday in Inuvik, the Minister met with the Department of 
Social Services employees to learn more about the issues and 
problems being dealt with in the region. " As well as hearing about our 
internal department situation, I found it helpful to hear the problems 
from the view of the 'front-line' workers." 

She then visited more facilities and met with people from several 
associations who are providing alcohol and drug-related and mental 
health services. Ms. Marie-Jewell also met with the women of In uvik 
during an informal brown bag lun ch at the town hall. 

Her final visit on Thursday was to the highway weigh scales with the 
chairman of the Highway Transport Board, John Hill of Inuvik. 
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"Personally I feel I have gained a .tremendous amount in my first 
regional visit as minister. I am even more committed to the 
importance of travelling to communities and meeting with people to 
learn first hand what is important to the residents." 

- 30 -

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
(403) 920-61 76 
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Government of N.W.T 
Yellowknife, N.W.T . . 

ATLANTIC FISHERIES MINISTERS WELCOME NWT PARTICIPATION 

YELLOWKNIFE (December 14) - Minister of Renewable 
Resources Titus Allooloo received a warm welcome from the 
members of the Atlantic Council of fisheries Ministers last 
Friday in Meech Lake, Quebec. 

It was the first time a Minister of the Government of the Northwest 
Territories has attended one of the high-level meetings with the 
Atlantic, Quebec and federal fisheries ministers. 

Mr. Allooloo notes, "our attendance is the result of lobbying by 
Government Leader Dennis Patterson who met with the federal 
Fisheries Minister Tom Siddon in late November to express concerns 
about the need for our involvement in Canada's fishing industry. Our 
invitation to attend followed quickly after that." 

'The Eastern Arctic in particular has great potential for a saltwater 
fishing industry," Mr. Allooloo told the fisheries ministers, "but we 
have a tremendous amount to learn about the shrimp and groundfish 
(mixed variety) industry." 

"Our intent is to support the development of a viable offshore fishing 
industry that offers long-term employment opportunities for 
northerners." 

The meeting of the fisheries ministers addressed two specific areas 
important to the N.W.T. "Quotas for shrimp and groundfish for the 
area from Baffin Island south to the coasts of Newfoundland and Nova 
Scotia are crucial to us if we are to get a proper start in the fishing 
industry," says Mr. Allooloo. 

'These quotas are now divided among Canadian and foreign 
commercial fishermen and we want to start negotiating our share." 
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As a result of his enthusiastic reception, the Minister is confident that 
the North's role as observer at these meetings of the Atlantic Council 
of Fisheries Ministers will be upgraded. In addition, Mr. Allooloo has 
invited all of the ministers to the Baffin region to see for themselves 
the development and the potential of the area's fishing industry." 

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
(403) 920-6176 
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FUNDING RECEIVED 

YELLOWKNIFE (Dec. 16) - Emergency response capability in 
the Northwest Territories will be improved this year through 
funding provided by the Joint Emergency Preparedness 
Program (JEPP). 

Approval of a $175,077 contribution was announced today by Perrin 
Beatty, federal minister responsible for Emergency Preparedness, 
and Municipal and Community Affairs Minister Gordon Wray. 

The JEPP enables the Government of Canada to contribute to or 
undertake jointly with the Territorial government emergency 
preparedness projects that enhance the national response capability. 
The program is cost-shared between the two governments. 

The federal contribution will be spent on three different projects. 
The largest contribution, $114,750, will go towards the third year of 
a five-year project to improve emergency response capability 
throughout the N.W.T. The funding will be used to assist 
communities in developing emergency plans, conducting exercises 
testing these plans and for public awareness programs. All projects 
will be initiated by the Emergency Measures Orga;o.r;~·at,1 ~-Mum · 

Government Li rarv 
and Community Affairs. 



A second contribution of $54,927 will be used to purchase an 
emergency generator for Fort Simpson while the remaining $5,400 
will be used to purchase an emergency communications system for 
Sachs Harbour. 

CONTACT: Judy McLinton 
Telephone: (403) 873-7257 
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N.W.T. POST-SECONDARY SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 
I f'"' " 0 , _ ,..._. 

YELLOWKNIFE (December 16) - Several Northerners have '--' _l • '~ .:, 

been awarded post-secondary scholarships for their L ve'"r.rn-::.:rit .... f ,·J.v\ .T 
outstanding academic achievement. el! c,, .. i • ,if~. r •. 1 .... :---... ---·---- - ' .._ 

Fourteen N.W.T. students enrolled in post-secondary studies are 
recipients of the scholarships, provided by the Department of 
Education. It awards three types of scholarships to northern 
students, at various stages of their academic careers. 

Students who obtain an 80 per cent average in grade 12 in the 
territories and who are now enrolled in post-secondary studies are 
eligible for the first type. 

This year, Carol Boudreau of Inuvik; Walter Faddis of Pine Point; 
Roderick Gonzales, Andrew Pape and Treeva Readman of Hay River; 
and Bradley Busch, Elizabeth Hart, Revi Lau-a, David McLeod and 
Chantel Richard of Yellowknife were each awarded the $500 
scholarship in recognition of their achievement. 

A Master's Scholarship of $1 ,000 each has been awarded to Lorraine 
Hewlett of Hay River, Linda Booty and Kenneth McDonald of 
Yellowknife. These students are currently enrolled in a Master's 
Degree program and have maintained an "A" average in their fourth 
year of undergraduate s tudy. 

Ann Davies of Yellowknife has been awarded the department's 
$1,500 Doctorate Scholarship, which is available to students who 
have obtained an "A" average in the final year of a Master's program 
and who are now enrolled in Doctorate level of studies. 

In announcing the awards, Minister of Education Dennis Patterson 
emphasized that each recipient's achievements demonstrates that 
N.W.T. students are able to meet high academic standards at all levels 
of study. 
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"Each student is deserving of recognition and we are proud to 
provide each of them with this scholarship award for their efforts," 
Mr. Patterson said. 
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CONTACT: Dan Daniels 
Manager, Student Services 
Department of Education 
(403) 873-7194 
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NEW RULES ON TAXATION OF TRAVEL ALLOWANCES BENEFIT 
NORTH 

YELLOWKNIFE (December 21) - Minister of Finance Michael 
Ballantyne says nearly two years of lobbying has brought 
about new rules which allow northern residents a tax 
deduction for employer-assisted travel within the north. The 
federal budget of February 1986 restricted the deduction to 
trips taken from the north to southern Canada. 

'The new rules mean that northern people now can take their vacation 
in the north and not be penalized by losing a tax deduction," says Mr. 
Ballantyne. "The release of these regulations has resolved our most 
significant remaining concern over the administration of the travel 
deductions." 

The Government of the Northwest Territories and many other 
northern groups and individuals have been demanding this change 
since the deduction was first announced nearly two years ago. "Much 
of the credit must go to the former NWI' Minister of Finance Tom 
Butters who went directly to the federal minister Mr. Wilson for action 
when all other avenues were closed to us," says Mr. Ballantyne. 

All employees in the Northwest Territories will now be entitled to a 
deduction for up to two employer-assisted trips a year to any location 
for themselves and their families. Toe deduction will be limited to the 
least of the following three amounts: 

- The amount of travel assistance received from an employer 
- The actual cost of the trips 
- The cost of two return trips at the lowest airfare to the nearest 

designated city 
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"I am pleased the federal government listened to the concerns of 
northern people and made this change," says Mr. Ballantyne. 

CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
(403) 920-61 76 
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FIRST STAGE OF FEDERAL TAX REFORM GETS SUPPORT 

YELLOWKNIFE (December 21) - Minister of Finance Michael 
Ballantyne supports most of the changes proposed by the 
federal government for the frrst stage of tax reform. "However, I 
am disappointed that more of the concerns of the Government 
of the Northwest Territories were not taken into account when 
federal Finance Minister Michael Wilson announced his tax 
reform plans last week," says Mr. Ballantyne. 

Effective January 1, 1988 Canadians will pay a 10% tax on all personal 
long distance calls and on all business telephone charges. "Because of 
the isolation and small size of northern communities, long distance 
charges to an average customer in the north are over three times what 
they would be in the south," says Mr. Ballantyne. 'When you add the 
ten percent tax on top, people in the north will be facing some costly 
telephone charges. _ 

'We recommended that a 'cap' be put on the tax, and the House of 
Commons Committee reviewing tax reform agreed with our 
recommendation, but Mr. Wilson chose not to implement it. 

"The phasing out of earned depletion will undoubtedly have a very 
unfavourable impact on mining, and the six-month delay in the 
phasing out only postpones these impacts." Some minor changes were 
made to the treatment of flow through shares. These changes will 
help make the shares slightly more attractive. 

The tax reform paper issued on June 18, 1987 recommended a "put 
in use" rule which would have prevented companies from deducting 
depreciation on assets until they were used. The Northwest 
Territories government was concerned about that rule because of the 
long time period required for construction in the north. 
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According to Mr. Ballantyne, "the federal government will instead 
bring in a 'put in place' rule and a two-year limit on the time a 
company must wait before claiming depreciation." This was one of the 
......................... recommendations of the Government of the Northwest 
Territories. 

"Although I am generally in favour of most of the changes in Phase I, 
the second stage of tax reform - Canada's sales ,tax will be costly for 
northerners." 

Mr. Ballantyne explains that the federal government currently has a 
federal sales tax imposed at the manufacturers' level, so northerners 
pay the same tax as other Canadians. "After reform of the sales 
tax system, this tax be imposed at the retail level, so NWT 
consumers will pay much higher taxes, he warns. 
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CONTACT: Cindy Clegg 
Press Secretary 
(403) 920-61 76 
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MINISTER APPROVES REZONING IN HAY RIVER ~Ee "' ~ ·,: ':· 

YELLOWKNIFE (December 21) - Municipal and Community ~·c,; :: __ ,,,\.'W~f r. 
Affairs Minister Gordon Wray today announced approval to 
rezone two lots in Delancy Estates in the Hay 
River /Enterprise corridor which will allow a commercial 
poultry operation to go ahead. 

''This Joint project of the Hay River Dene Band and Alberta Eggs Ltd. 
will, in the long run, create 40 new jobs for members of the Hay 
River Dene Band and inject about $5 million annually into the 
economy of the Hay River area," says Mr. Wray. 

Residents of the Corridor and other interested parties had an 
opportunity to thoroughly review the proposed operation. The 
review process included a public meeting held in early November. 

The commercial scale operation, consisting of poultry barns, and 
feed mill, will be required to meet all public health and safety 
requirements. 

"Early in the new year a planning committee will be established to 
review and update the Hay River-Enterprise Corridor Area 
Development Regulations," said Wray. "This committee will include 
representatives from Municipal and Community Affairs and Economic 
Development and Tourism and invited representatives from the 
Town of Hay River, Hay River Dene Band, Corridor Association Group, 
Territorial Farmers' Association, Hay River Hunters' and Trappers' 
Association and other interested organizations." 
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CONTACT: Bruce Gunn, Senior Planner, 
Municipal and Community Affairs 

Telephone: (403) 920-8038 
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NWT'S LAURIE DEXTER NAMED TO SOVIET-CANADIAN PO 
EXPEDITION 

DEC 2 9 i987 
R 

Government of N.W.T. 
Yellowknife. N.W.T. 

IQALUIT (Frobisher Bay), (December 21) - NWf marathoner 
and polar explorer, Reverend Laurie Dexter of Fort Smith, has 
been selected as a member of the Soviet-Canadian Transpolar 
Ski Expedition following three weeks of intensive training in 
Iqaluit. 

Toe announcement was made by expedition leader Dr. Dmitry Shparo 
at a news conference in Ottawa. Richard Weber of Cantley, Quebec, a 
well known polar explorer and former Canadian cross-country ski 
champion has also been named to the team. 

Toe expedition is being undertaken as an opportunity to strengthen 
Soviet-Canadian relations through a peaceful cooperative effort. This 
will be the first time the Arctic ice cap has been crossed on skis, 
considered by many to be the last difficult thing left to do in the 
Arctic. 

Following the announcement, Government Leader Dennis Patterson 
said: "Laurie Dexter and Richard Weber are well known to NWT 
residents both as athletes and through their participation in past polar 
expeditions. I congratulate them now on their selection to the team 
and look forward to following their progress after they leave the Soviet 
Arctic for their goal in the Canadian Arctic next March. I am proud of 
the effort toward international peace and cooperation that is 
represented by this expedition, and please at the opportunity that has 
been given for the Northwest Territories to participate." 

Six .Canadian and eleven Soviet athletes used Iqaluit as a training base 
from November 24 to December 17. At the news conference, Dr. 
Shparo thanked the GNWr ,for providing training facilities, 
accommodation, and support to the expedition during its only training 
session in Canada. The ice and snow conditions in the area 
surrounding Iqaluit provided an excellent ground for the Soviet 
Canadian team members to train, test equipment and get to know one 
another better, he added, and as a result all the objectives of this 
trainin!! session were successfully met. 
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Shparo also said that he is enormously grateful to the people of Iqaluit 
for their hospitality and friendliness during the expedition's training 
session. 'We felt so welcome - it was like being back home in the 
Soviet Union among friends," he said. 

Four of the six Canadians who participated in the training session have 
chosen to withdraw from the expedition.. Shparo told media that 
three other Canadians will be selected in the next few days to 
participate in a final training session in the Soviet Union scheduled for 
early February. Two of them will then be selected to join seven Soviet 
team member finalists on the polar trek. 

The group plans to journey by ski and inflatable raft from the 
northernmost tip of the Sevemaya Zemlya islands in the Soviet Union 
to Cape Columbia on Ellesmere Island. Each team member will carry a 
100 pound pack for eight to ten hours a day. The expedition will 
received fresh supplies and other staples every 15 days by air drop. 
The trip is expected to take three to three and one half months. 

Expedition Leader Shparo is a 45 year old mathematician and Soviet 
Arctic expert. He is a popular adventure author in his own country 
and received its highest award, the Order of Lenin, after leading a 
successful journey to the North Pole on skis in 1979. 
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CONTACT: Ken MacRury 
Baffin Regional Director 
(819) 979-5341 

Sharon Buness 
Public Affairs Officer 
(819) 979-4245 
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EMERGENCY DISTEMPER VACCINATION PROGRAM 
ORGANIZED 

YELLOWKNIFE (December 29) -- The territorial Department of 
Renewable Resources is organizing an emergency vaccination 
program to fight an outbreak of canine distemper. 

Since October, cases of the viral disease have been reported in 
Cambridge Bay, Sachs Harbour, Holman, and Igloolik. 

Canine distemper is highly contagious and often kills the dogs, foxes, 
wolves and members of the weasel family it affects. Canine distemper 
does not affect cats or humans. 

While owners are responsible for vaccinating their dogs, the 
Department of Renewable Resources is providing enough vaccine to 
vaccinate 2,000 working dogs against the infection. 

"Because so many people in the North depend on their dogs for 
hunting and trapping, or for guiding tourists and sport hunters, 2,000 
dogs in communities above the treeline and on Baffin Island wJl be 
vaccinated," says Titus Allooloo, Minister of Renewable Resources. 
"Dogs already showing symptoms of the disease will not be troo.ted." 

Symptoms of the disease include lethargy, high temperature, poor 
appetite, vomiting, diarrhea, discharge from the eyes and nose, 
twitching, and paralysis of the hind quarters. All symptoms may not be 
present. 

Infected dogs often die from secondary infections, such as pneumonia 
and dehydration between one and three weeks after symptoms first 
appear. 
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"Hunters· ·and Trappers Associations will be asked to identify working 
dogs in their communities, and Renewable Resource Officers will 
administer the vaccinations," Mr. Allooloo said. 

Tnere is no cure for distemper, but the vaccine should prevent 
infection -with the disease. Concerned pet owners should contact a 
vetefinary service to arrange for vaccinations. 
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CONTACT: Doug Stewart 
Conservation Education/Resource Development 
Renewable Resources 
(403) 920-8716 

Sue Farrell 
Public Affairs Officer 
(403) 873-7251 
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APPOINTMENTS TO ALCOHOL AND DRUG SERVICES ··eoARD - 't ·~( ,. . --~ ' .. ' . 
ANNOUNCED · · -------

FORf SMITH (December 30) - Seven N.W.T. residents have been 
appointed to the Board of Management for Alcohol and Drug 
Services, Social Services Minister Jeannie Marie-Jewell -- · 
announced today. 

''1he new board replaces the previous Alcohol and Drng Co-ordinating ; · 
Council, and has significantly more responsibility to the people of the 
Northwest Territories," Ms. Marie-Jewell says. · 

Nancy Austin of Yellowknife will be chairperson of the board for the 
next three years. Other members of the board are: Neil Colin, Fort 
McPherson ; Reverend Irwin Holhm, Norman Wells; Chief Felix 
Lockhart, Snowdrift; Helen Maksagak, Cambridge Bay; Rosie Oolooyuk, 
Rankin Inlet; and Dr. Ross Wheeler, Yellowknife. 

The Minister chose the seven board members, in consultation with the 
Executive Council, from twenty-two names submitted by Regional 
Councils, Ml.As, various agencies and native organizations. Two 
additional appointments, including a nominee from the Baffin Regional 
Council, will be made in January, following further consultations by the 
Minister. 

'These seven people were chosen because of their commitment to 
reducing alcohol and drng abuse in the Northwest Territories," says Ms. 
Marie-Jewell. 

The board will be responsible for advising and making 
recommendations to the Minister on program funding and policy 
development. 

The appointments take effect immediately. The board will meet for the 
first time in February. 
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CONTACT: Andrew Langford 
Director 
Alcohol/Drug and Community Mental Health Services 
Department of Social Services 
(403) 873-7'429 




