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99-001
Collective Bargaining Wraps Up

YELLOWKNIFE (January 4) — The Government of the Northwest Territories has accepted all
mediator recommendations in the interest of concluding a collective agreement for its employees.

The GNWT’s position for concluding its Collective Agreement with the UNW was outlined this morning
by its negotiator. It incorporates all of the recommendations included in the Mediator’s report of
December 31, 1998 wrapping up fourteen months of collective bargaining.

The recommended Collective Agreement provides an overall average increase of 9.8% or $20,000,000 to
the total compensation package in the first year of a two-year agreement and a further 2% in the second
year.

Individual employees will receive between 2% and 31% in base-wage increases in the first year. In
addition, the proposed agreement provides Northern Allowance increases of between $421 and $4,096
plus a $500 lump sum Northern Allowance payment in each of the two years.

The proposed Collective Agreement also provides a joint and independent process for both parties to
work together in good faith to ensure gender-neutral job evaluations.

There is urgency in concluding a Collective Agreement for ratification by employees. A Collective
Agreement must be ratified and signed by March 31, 1999 in order for employees to receive the
$20,000,000 in increases that are offered for 1998/99.

For more information, please contact: Herb Hunt
Director Labour Relations
Financial Management Board Secretariat
(867) 920-8900

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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NWT Arts Council Awards

YELLOWKNIFE (January 6) - Artists and organizations interested in securing funding for arts
projects in the 1999/2000 fiscal year must apply to the NWT Arts Council before February 15,
1999.

Each year, the GNWT, through the council, awards funding to NWT artists or groups interested in
completing creative and culturally based projects.

“Cultural activities in the Northwest Territories are essential to exemplify the rich and varied society we
have here in the North,” says Charles Dent, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment. “The NWT
Arts Council plays an essential role in encouraging northern artists.”

In 1998/99, the Council allocated $193,000 to 25 individuals and 8 arts groups throughout the NWT.

For more information, please contact: Charles Arnold
Director, Culture, Heritage and Language
Education, Culture and Employment
Tel: (867) 873-7551
Fax: (867) 873-0205

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 » Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169






Backgrounder
NWT Arts Council Awards

Artists and organizations approved for Arts Council funding in 1998/99 include:

Brenda Natseck, Chesterfield Inlet, to produce approximately 25 drawings which depict Inuit
culture and way of life, past and present.

Sandy Sanderson, Fort Smith, to record a full-length album of 12 original songs.
Tracey Riley, Yellowknife, to research and write a series of comedic sketches and songs, and then
to workshop and perform this musical revue which explores the follies and delights of one

woman’s experiences living in the north.

Karole Pittman, Pangnirtung, to create a series of 21 oil paintings depicting Inuit traditional sites
and activities in and around Cumberland Sound on Baffin Island.

Yellowknife Theatre Cooperative, Yellowknife, to present a series of six different 1-2 day
workshops in drama and theatre.

Jesse J. Gon, Rae, to record original songs.

Katauyaiit Choir, Coral Harbour, to travel to northemn communities to perform.

Randy Sibbeston, Yellowknife, to travel from Fort Simpson to Nahanni Butte by canoe in order to
sketch still life, scenery and wildlife, and then to create 15-20 watercolours and 4-6 large acrylic
paintings.

Helene Croft, Fort Smith, to produce eight acrylic paintings representing the work, past and
present, of the Rangers in the north, paying special attention to the work they do in the

communities.

John Miya, Yellowknife, to write and develop a two-hour feature length screenplay, including a
version for TV and a series TV pilot, based on events that occurred in the Baffin in the 1920s.

Lucie Idlout, Igaluit, to record a demo of original music.

Michael Kusugak, Rankin Inlet, to write an adult novel, Nappagq, about the relationship between a
young worldly Inuk pilot who returns north after an accident and his traditional uncle Nappagq.

John Poirier, Yellowknife, to photograph the NWT landscape and present his own view through
intimate landscapes and natural details, to print these photographs himself, and to exhibit
completed works.

Steve Lacey, Yellowknife, to record original music.

Angus Beaulieu, Fort Resolution, to record traditional fiddle music.

Taluq Youth Dancers, Taloyoak, to travel to perform in other northern communities.

Folk on the Rocks, Yellowknife, to hold three developmental music workshops for northemn
musicians attending the 19th annual Folk on the Rocks music festival.







Richard Van Camp, Fort Smith, to write three books: Burn fo Sunlight, 12 short stories and
novellas; Born With the Light, a children s book and its sequel.

Kicking Caribou Theatre Company, Arctic Bay, to hold a professional development workshop in
theatre arts for the troupe.

Terry Pamplin, Yellowknife, to create approximately 50 large pastel and collage works based on a
series of outdoor sketches, and to exhibit these completed works.

David Nanauq, Baker Lake, to take photographic images of life around Baker Lake before the
creation of Nunavut.

Great Northern Arts Festival, Inuvik, to hold a series of developmental workshops for visual
artists attending the 10th annual Great Northern Arts Festival in Inuvik.

Addena Sumter-Freitag, Yellowknife, to travel to Ottawa and Montreal to perform a 90 minute
one woman play, Stay Black and Die, at their Fringe Festivals.

Amber Lemouel, Yellowknife, to record a ten song CD of original music.

Sheila Hodgkinson, Yellowknife, to produce between 20-24 oil paintings, approximately 6 large
and 15-20 small to medium works, entitled Winter in the Boreal Forrest.

Kelly Foye, Fort Smith, to record a five song demo CD of original music.

Dennis Kenny, Inuvik, to research and produce three realistic detailed acrylic paintings on
masonite board of endangered wildlife species in the NWT.

NWT Pipe Band, Yellowknife, to facilitate a weekend piping and drumming workshop for
members and interested public.

Vicki Swann, Yellowknife, to produce, direct and perform hands on non-linear editing during the
creation of a music video of If I Had A Chance, a song performed by northern musician Tom
Hudson.

John Sabourin, Fort Simpson, to produce 16 large acrylic paintings, entitled Going Within, which
explores the four elements: earth, air, wind and fire, as symbols human emotions.

Zinour Fathoullin, Cape Dorset, to research and create six oil and acrylic painting portraits of
elders, past and present.

Baker Lake Drum Dance Club, Baker Lake, to hold a three day drum and dancing workshop,
where the traditional drum will be the main focus, for elders and youth involving eight
communities.

Timothy Atherton, Yellowknife, to undertake a photographic exploration of the extraordinary
everyday lives of people living with mental disability and to produce and exhibit 25-35 works.
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99-003
Finance Minister Welcomes Opening of CIBC Branch in Iqaluit

YELLOWKNIFE (January 20) -- Finance Minister John Todd is pleased at today’s
announcement by the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce that it will be opening a
branch in Iqaluit on April 1** 1999.

“We are pleased that the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce shares our vision of the
Northwest Territories and Nunavut as a place where profitable business opportunities exist, and
that they are willing to support the growing economy of Nunavut. They are to be congratulated,”
said Mr. Todd.

This will be the seventh branch of the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce in the NWT, and the
second in what will become Nunavut on April 1%, 1999.

The Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce currently has branches in Yellowknife, Fort Simpson,
Hay River, Inuvik, Norman Wells and Rankin Inlet. Mr. Todd noted that the Igaluit branch will
increase access to financial services for the people of Nunavut.

For further information, please contact: Margaret Melhorn
Deputy Minister
Department of Finance
(867) 873-7117

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 * Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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99-004
Minister’s Conference on Education

YELLOWKNIFE (January 21) — Charles Dent, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment
(ECE), will host a conference on education, March 9 and 10, in Fort Smith.

“The conference is part of the Department’s Strategic Plan Review,” said Mr. Dent. “Participants will
- review and discuss the reports from the Minister’s Forum as well as other consultations currently being
carried out in the Western NWT”. In addition, research carried out during the initial stage of the review
will be presented.

The conference will be a stepping stone for refining strategic directions, priorities and recommendations
for the continuing development of the education system in the Western NWT. Presentations and small-
group discussions will examine key issues in education, and explore ways to improve educational services
in the future. The conclusions of the conference will help form the foundation of an updated departmental
strategic plan.

Delegates to the conference will include representatives from district education authorities and divisional
education councils, ministerial forum members, elders, aboriginal organizations, employers, educators,
college and department officials, as well as parents and students from across the western NWT.

For further information, contact: Chuck Parker
Strategic Plan Co-ordinator
Education, Culture and Employment
Tel: (867) 920-6112
Fax: (867) 873-0155

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 * Yellowknife * NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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99-007
Trade Mission to Manitoba a Success

YELLOWKNIFE (Jan. 28) - A trade mission to Manitoba by business and community
leaders from the Kivalliq Region of Nunavut proved successful in building new
partnerships, according to Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs Manitok
Thompson and Manitoba Rural Development Minister Len Derkach.

The two ministers announced a number of business arrangements have been concluded and
positive discussions are continuing on several other fronts. The trade mission started Monday,
January 18, and concluded on Thursday, January 21st.

"This Kivalliq Trade Mission to Manitoba has provided our delegates with an excellent
opportunity to network with Manitoba government and business and help build stronger
relationships and new partnerships between Kivalliq and Manitoba," Ms. Thompson said.
"Through this trade mission and through continued efforts between Nunavut and Manitoba, we
have shown that this can be an equal partnership where both parties can benefit."

"Manitoba has enjoyed a business and community relationship with the Kivalliq Region for some
time," Mr. Derkach said. "The visit to Manitoba by Kivalliq leaders has helped us identify seme
of their needs and how we can best work together to build and strengthen our existing
relationships."

Manitoba hosted the five-day Kivalliq (Keewatin) Trade Mission to continue building and
strengthening economic ties with communities in the Kivalliq region of Nunavut. A total of 80
delegates travelled to Manitoba to discuss opportunities in tourism, arts and crafts, retail services,
construction, manufacturing, energy and transportation, community services, training and health.
Delegates toured plants and visited a number of rural communities, including Steinbach,
Stonewall and Portage la Prairie.

Highlights of the trade mission:

- Several Manitoba businesses discussed opportunities to undertake investments and
partnerships in a number of Kivalliq communities. They include Arctic Beverages of Flin
Flon, the Canadian College of Taxidermy of McCreary, the Winnipeg Fur Exchange and
Acklands-Grainger, an industrial supplier to the heavy construction and mining industries.

w2

Office of the Press Secretary » Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife e NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 ¢« Fax: (867) 873-0169



Trade Mission to Manitoba a Success: Page 2

- To help further northern economic development, the Food Development Centre in Portage la
Prairie will send staff to Rankin Inlet and Coral Harbour in the next few weeks to discuss the
feasability of processing northern foods such as caribou, scallops and kelp.

- A number of opportunities for youth will be pursued, including a northern Junior Achievement
project and bringing a team of northern youth to Rural Forum *99, Manitoba’s rural development
trade show.

- A number of opportunities have been identified to improve the flow of information between
Manitoba and the Kivallig Region, including exchanging telephone directories, and developing a
joint web site and newsletter.

- A memorandum of understanding was signed between Churchill, OMNITRAX (rail company)
and the Winnipeg Airport Authority to promote Churchill as the supply port to Nunavut.

- Kivalliq leaders are also discussing the possibility of establishing a Kivalliq arts and crafts sales
office in Winnipeg.

A commemorative birth record and companion card was also unveiled. This acknowledges the
fact that many residents in the Northwest Territories were bom in Manitoba. The first three
recipients to receive their birth records are Moses Kayuryuk, Ron Appak Alikashuak and Stanley
Adjuk. Northwest Territories residents who were born in Manitoba can apply for their birth
records through Manitoba Vital Statistics. In future, birth records will be issued along with birth
certificates.

"The Kivalliq Trade Mission is a continuation of the ongoing efforts by both Manitoba and the
Northwest Territories to build and strengthen relations,” Mr. Derkach said. "Manitoba will
reciprocate with a trade mission to the new Territory of Nunavut in the early Spring of 1999."

A memorandum of understanding on co-operation and development signed between the two
governments in 1998 continues to serve as the foundation for ongoing efforts.

For further information, please contact: Graeme Dargo
Assistant Deputy Minister
Community Development
Municipal and Community Affairs
Tel: (867) 873-7672
Fax: (867) 873-0309

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 » Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 » Fax: (867) 873-0169
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99-005
Aboriginal Role Models Promote Sport and Recreation

YELLOWKNIFE (January 26) — The Department of Municipal and Community Affairs and its
partners are proud to be sponsoring a tour of Aboriginal role models to northern communities this
week.

Ted Nolan, former coach of the Buffalo Sabers, and Sharon Firth, four time cross country ski Olympian,
are visiting northern communities as Aboriginal role models to promote positive lifestyles through sport,
culture and recreation. They will be visiting Dettah, Yellowknife, N’dilo, Inuvik, Fort McPherson,
Norman Wells, Deline, Fort Providence, Rae/Edzo and Yellowknife.

“We have an important role to play in encouraging active living, sport and recreation in our communities,”
says Manitok Thompson, GNWT Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs. “Through successful role
models such as Mr. Nolan and Ms. Firth we can advocate the benefits of increased participation in sport and
recreation to our youth.”

Mr. Nolan has coached in the Ontario Hockey League and the National Hockey League and played 78
NHL games over the course of five seasons with Detroit and Pittsburgh. An Ojibway Indian, Mr. Nolan is
currently employed by the Assembly of First Nations in Ottawa. His duties include visiting aboriginal
communities across Canada to advocate the benefits of remaining in school, and saying “NO” to drugs
and alcohol.

Sharon Firth was the first Aboriginal woman to represent the NWT and Canada on the Canadian National
Cross-Country Ski Team from 1968 to 1984. She has competed in three World Ski Championships, four
Winter Olympic Games and numerous Canadian and US championships. Ms. Firth is proud to be
participating on the tour to promote the benefits of sport to Aboriginal youth.

Other contributing partners in this tour include the Assembly of First Nations, the Aboriginal Sports Circle of
the Western Arctic, the Dene Nation, the Metis Nation and the Department of Resources, Wildlife and
Economic Development.

For more information, contact: Vic Mercredi
Special Advisor, Community Relations
Municipal and Community Affairs
(867) 920-6966

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 * Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Human Rights Tribunal schedules four years for testimony - GNWT concerned
hearings will not be held in the North

YELLOWKNIFE (January 26) - The Human Rights Tribunal dealing with a pay equity
complaint concerning the Union of Northern Workers has scheduled over 200 hearing days
over the next four years to hear testimony in the case.

The hearings will allow the tribunal to hear evidence on a complaint made by Public Service
Alliance of Canada (PSAC) that the wages it negotiated as agents for the UNW in collective
agreements with the Government of the Northwest Territories discriminate on the basis of
sex.

The over 200 days scheduled do not include the time required for the tribunal to hear legal
arguments that will be raised at the beginning of the hearings and once all the evidence has been
presented. The schedule also does not include appeals that may result from the tribunal’s rulings
on any legal issues. Other cases involving equal pay complaints have involved appeals to the
Federal Court, the Federal Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court of Canada. Such appeals
would add many more years to the time already scheduled by the tribunal for the eventual
resolution of this complaint.

The Tribunal said that it would like to start the process for hearing evidence in June of 1999.
However, the Canadian Human Rights Commission said that it has not decided on a lawyer to
present evidence on behalf of the Commission and to cross-examine witnesses who present
evidence on behalf of the PSAC and the GNWT. It is not clear if the schedules for the Tribunal
members and the lawyers can be accommodated in order for hearings to start in June.

The Tribunal did schedule hearings for a two-week period starting on August 23, 1999. The plan
set out by the Tribunal was to hold two consecutive weeks of hearings every month for the next
four years to hear evidence. The plan provides for breaks over Christmas and over the summer
for vacations. The Tribunal also recognized the need for flexibility in the event of illnesses or
other unforeseen events. The Tribunal also gave direction on administrative matters such as the
process for exchanging documents and disclosure of evidence.

No location has been set for the four years of hearings on the evidence. However, the tribunal has
indicated it would meet in Yellowknife for three days in March to hear preliminary legal
arguments. These include:

Office of the Press Secretary » Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 * Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 » Fax: (867) 873-0169



o  Whether the PSAC can legally file a complaint because it negotiated the wages that it is now
complaining about.

e  Whether the UNW and/or the PSAC are legally liable if the wages they negotiated with the
GNWT do not comply with their joint legal obligations under the Canadian Human Rights
Act.

o  Whether the guidelines issued by the Canadian Human Rights Commission go beyond the
equal pay provision in the Canadian Human Rights Act.

The location for the Tribunal proceedings is a major issue of concern for the GNWT. The
GNWT believes all the hearings should be in the North and suggested a hearing be held in
Yellowknife at the end of February so that witnesses could give evidence on this important
matter. The lawyer for the Commission argued that a hearing was not needed and that for
"educational purposes" the hearings could start and finish in the Northwest Territories but that the
bulk of the hearings should be held in Ottawa. The lawyer for the PSAC argued that the
individuals it represents in this complaint want all the hearings to be held in Ottawa.

The Tribunal denied the GNWT's request for a hearing so that witnesses could explain the
importance of the matter of the location for the hearings. The Tribunal told the lawyers to make
written submissions instead. Although the Tribunal recognized the legal precedent for holding
hearings where the cause of action arose which, in this case, is in the Northwest Territories, the
Tribunal said that it must be concerned with its own costs. The Tribunal said that as a "gesture"
some of the hearings should be held in the Northwest Territories.

The GNWT is considering how best to respond to the denial of its request for a hearing that
would provide an opportunity for witnesses to explain the importance of the location for the
hearings. .

For more information, contact: Herb Hunt
Director
Equal Pay and Negotiations
(867) 920-8900

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 » Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Apprenticeship Week

YELLOWKNIFE (January 29) — February 1 to the 5 is Apprenticeship Week in the Northwest
Territories, Charles Dent, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment announced today.

“The NWT Apprenticeship Program continues to be successful in preparing a trained northern workforce.
Since 1964, over 4000 northerners have obtained the skills and knowledge to fill a wide range of jobs —
from carpentry to cooking. Today there are approximately 380 apprentices. They, together with their
employers, make a vital contribution to our northern economy,” says Mr. Dent.

To mark Apprenticeship Week, events are planned in all NWT regions. On Monday, Feb. 1, in
Yellowknife, “The Best Seat in the House” competition will see teams compete against each other and the
clock to design and build the best chair they can without power tools.

Top apprentices and apprenticeship graduates will be recognized at the “Not a Wine and Cheese Party and
Apprenticeship Awards Ceremony”, February S5th in the Legislative Assembly’s Grand Hall. The
ceremony will include presentation of the “Tradesperson of the Year”.

For further information, contact: Hilary Jones
Coordinator, Program Development
Education, Culture & Employment
Tel: (867) 920-3422
Fax: (867) 873-0200

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Witness the creation of the
Greatest Ghair Ever Built

onday, February 11999

- In Centre Square Mall (across from L’Atitudes)

Four teams of high profile, talented and enthusiastic
locals will work against the clock to build the
Greatest Chair Ever, right before your eyes.

No Power Tools

Teams of Two
Orig and a half hour time limit
No set design standards ~

Speclal teams Include:

Students Team « Politiclans Team « Apprenticeship Board Team = Media Team
To be Judged by losal contractors

Support Apprenticeship Week, February 1-3, 1999

apprenticeship

_ works

northwest territories/nunavut
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Kakfwi to Lead Economic Development Strategy

YELLOWKNIFE (February 2) - Stephen Kakfwi, Minister of Resources Wildlife and Economic
Development, will lead the development of a new Northern Economic Development Strategy for the
Western Northwest Territories, Premier Jim Antoine announced today.

Development of a Northern Economic Strategy is one of the key components in the government’s
Western Agenda.

"The development of a strategy must be undertaken in partnership with other levels of government and
stakeholders in the Western NWT," Mr. Kakfwi said. "Without support from Aboriginal leaders,
municipal governments and industry, no strategy can be successful as a blueprint for future economic
development.”

A recent discussion paper called Harnessing our Economic Development provides a basis for
discussion, but it should not be considered a strategy, Mr. Kakfwi said.

"The next step will be a series of planning meetings and consultations which are expected to be held
during the next few months, " he added. "We need to approach this as an opportunity for northerners to
be involved in planning our economic future. I look forward to facilitating a joint effort to develop a
vibrant economy for the new Northwest Territories."

For more information, contact: Doug Doan
Assistant Deputy Minister
Resources and Economic Development
Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development
(867) 873-7115

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 * Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Premier calls for Cooperation and Shared Vision at Building Communities Conference

HAY RIVER RESERVE (February 2)-- All northerners must share the same vision
of the future if the Northwest Territories is to develop successfully after April 1, Premier
Jim Antoine told participants in a community development conference this morning.

The Together - Building Communities brings municipal and aboriginal leaders from around the
South Slave region together with territorial government representatives.

The new Northwest Territories is challenged with improving its economic performance and
addressing social issues at a time when funding remains tight. All northerners need to cooperate
to make the best use of the resources available and to build a strong territory, Mr. Antoine said.

"Northerners have worked together for centuries -- as a matter of survival." Mr Antoine said. "We
live and work together and our children go to school together. And together we are facing
changes in the way we relate to each other."

"If we can agree on a vision for the future and if we can agree to work together to achieve it, then
we are halfway there," Mr. Antoine said.

The February 2-4 conference is coordinated by the Department of Municipal and Community
Affairs (MACA) and is being hosted by Chief Pat Martel and council on the Hay River Reserve.

For further information, please contact: Judy Langford
Press Secretary
Government of the NWT
(867) 669-2302

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 © Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Premier Envisions Strong Independent North

YELLOWKNIFE (February 3) -- The Premier of the Northwest Territories foresees a North where
government respects the rights of all people and where people take greater control of their future
and more responsibility for their well being.

Premier Jim Antoine shared his vision of the future in a televised speech last night to the people of the
Northwest Territories.

“The North is in a good position to take advantage of the opportunities and changes that lie ahead,” he
said. “Our people and our resources hold great potential for developing and sustaining a viable and
independent economy.”

Mr Antoine pledged to step up negotiations with Ottawa, in partnership with aboriginal governments, to
control the pace of development in the North and to gain a share of the taxes and resource revenues that
come from development. He also promised to seek out more money for education, health care and social
programs. “All of our residents must be able to access the programs and services that they need,” he said.

Mr. Antoine told viewers that he’s committed to restoring public confidence in government. All interests
must work together he said. “It will take the shared imagination and resources of all our society to bring
lasting change to the North.”

For more information contact: Judy Langford
Office of the Press Secretary
Department of the Executive
Government of the Northwest Territories
Tel: (867) 669-2302

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT » X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 » Fax: (867) 873-0169






|
Laasanad

Northwest &5

Territories

99-012
Premier says NWT will Benefit from Social Union, Health Agreement

OTTAWA (February 4) -- Premier Jim Antoine says the Social Union agreement signed by
Canadian first ministers this morning will lead to improved social programs for the
Northwest Territories.

"The Social Union document gives the provincial, territorial and federal governments a
framework for cooperation and social development. This commitment to work together will
undoubtedly lead to better social programs in the North and throughout the country,"” Mr. Antoine
said. "As a territorial leader, I was also pleased that the NWT and the Yukon were on an equal
footing with the provinces."

Mr. Antoine noted the agreement contains a definite commitment to work with aboriginal
peoples.

"I am especially encouraged that the agreement specifically recognizes the special place
aboriginal peoples have in Canada. The Social Union recognizes aboriginal rights, including
those negotiated through treaty or self-government arrangements. It says that governments will
work with aboriginal peoples to find solutions to social issues."

The first ministers also reached an agreement on heath care funding. Exact details will not be
available until the federal budget is announced. However, it is clear there will be more money
allocated to health care over the next three years.

"Our health care system has suffered through funding restrictions in recent years," Mr. Antoine
said. "Any increase in health care dollars will be an improvement but we still have to wait to see
the final figures."

For further information, please contact: Judy Langford
Press Secretary
Department of Executive
(867) 669-2302

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Yukon And NWT Governments Sign Intergovernmental Relations Accord

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb 8) -- Premier Jim Antoine and Yukon Government Leader Piers McDonald
have signed an Intergovernmental Relations Accord between the two territories. The two leaders
signed the accord while they were in Ottawa for the recent social union meeting.

“This accord adds strength to our existing relationship,” Mr. Antoine said. “It gives us a framework to
address our mutual concerns.”

“The governments of Yukon and the NWT have a history of co-operation in many areas,” Mr. McDonald
said. “Northerners face many needs and concerns different from the peoples of the south,” he added.
“This agreement sets the stage for northern people to work together to meet northern concerns.”

The Intergovernmental Relations Accord reinforces existing co-operation in areas such as highway
maintenance, tourism marketing and promotion. It provides a forum to share information in areas such as
recreation, wildlife studies, resource and energy management and education.

“The accord also fits with two elements of the GNWT’s western agenda — hamessing our economic
potential and improving our social well being,” Mr. Antoine said. “With all we share in terms of history,
demographics and economic potential, it makes sense that Yukon and the NWT should work together.”

In 1998, the Government of the Northwest Territories signed MOUs with the provinces of Alberta and
Manitoba.

For more information, contact: Judy Langford
Press Secretary
Dept. of Executive
Government of the Northwest Territories
(867) 669-2302

Heather Finton

Media Liaison

(867) 667-8411

Yukon Territorial Government
heather.finton@gov.yk.ca

Office of the Press Secretary » Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 » Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Tradesperson of the Year

YELLOWKNIFE (February 11) - Robert (Bob) Hanna of Fort Simpson and Jack Kupeuna of
Cambridge Bay were each recognized last week with Tradesperson of the Year awards in
ceremonies marking NWT Apprenticeship week.

Mr. Hanna holds Journeyman Trade certificates as a welder, residential oil burner mechanic, steamfitter-
pipefitter, gasfitter and plumber. In addition to his work, he is a village counsellor, a sergeant in the
Rangers, and an avid promoter of trades and apprenticeship.

Mr. Kupeuna is a certified carpenter who has served for many years on the NWT Apprenticeship Board
and as a trainer for young apprentices. Kupeuna has been involved in local politics in many northern
communities. He is a past member of the Northern Canadian Rangers and the former mayor of Holman.

“Both Mr. Hanna and Mr. Kupeuna exemplify the important contribution that journey persons and
apprentices make to building our communities as well as our economy,” Mr. Dent said. “They are
excellent role models for anyone thinking of pursuing a career in the trades.” '

For more information, contact: Hilary Jones
Co-ordinator, Program Development
Education, Culture and Employment
Tel: (867) 920-3422
Fax: (867) 873-0200

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 8§73-0169






AP
Earavanad

Northwest W0

Territories

99-015
First Yellowknife Health and Social Services Board Named

YELLOWKNIFE (February 11) -- Minister of Health and Social Services, Kelvin Ng today
announced the appointment of the Yellowknife Health and Social Services Board’s first trustees.

The Yellowknife Health and Social Services Board, created by the Minister in 1997 under the Hospital
Insurance and Health and Social Services Administration Act, will establish policies to direct the
activities of Yellowknife Health and Social Services.

Yellowknife Health and Social Services is responsible for all public health, home care, health promotion,
health nutrition and social service programs operated in the communities of Dettah, Ndilo and
Yellowknife. It employs approximately 60 people and has an operating budget of approximately $7
million. It also provides $6 million in funding for programs run by health related non-government
organizations.

"This gives local residents of Yellowknife, Ndilo and Dettah an opportunity to help shape health and
social services in their community,” said Mr. Ng. "Collectively, the new board members have extensive
knowledge and skills that will allow them to successfully meet the important challenges before them."

Longtime Yellowknife resident Ruth Spence will chair the new nine-member Yellowknife Health and
Social Services Board. Its members are: Rosemary Cairns, Anne Enge, Leonie Erasmus, Jan Stirling,
Terry Chang, Susan Ashton, Sheila Hart and Helena Laraque.

Yellowknife Health and Social Services' mission is to provide a holistic (emotional, mental, social,
spiritual and cultural) integrated range of services of health and social service programs to residents of
Yellowknife, Dettah and Ndilo.

Its first public meeting is scheduled for March 24, 1999.

For further information, contact: Mr. Chris Keeley
Director, Planning and Board Support
Department of Health and Social Services
Tel: (867) 920-3297

Mr. Al Woods

Chief Executive Officer

Yellowknife Health and Social Services Board
Tel: (867) 873-7276

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169



Backgrounder
First Yellowknife Health and Social Services Board Named

Ruth Spence is a long-time Yellowknife resident with a long and active involvement with the
Yellowknife City Council. She presently sits on the Stanton Regional Health Board. The Minister is
pleased to announce that Ruth has been appointed the first Chairperson of the Yellowknife Health and
Social Services Board.

Rosemary Cairns, who was nominated by the voluntary and non-government agencies of Yellowknife, is
a writer, and was appointed as the Executive Director of the Status of Women Council of the NWT in
1997. Ms. Cairns will serve as the Vice Chairperson for the Board.

Anne Enge has recently retired after working 30 years for the Department of Health and Social Services.
She brings with her extensive knowledge and experience in the many programs and services that the
Department provides.

Leonie Erasmus has a strong commitment and interest in the community's wellbeing, in addition to over
20 years experience serving on local committees and boards representing Aboriginal peoples' interests.

Jan Stirling, who recently retired after 26 years in nursing, remains actively involved in several
organizations and many community activities. Yellowknife Health and Social Services are housed in the
Jan Stirling Centre, which was named in recognition of Ms. Stirling's contribution to health programs in
the Yellowknife area.

Terry Chang is a Yellowknife resident of 23 years and is involved in the private business sector. She
contributes many hours of service time to various organizations for the betterment of her community.

Susan Ashton worked in Yellowknife to establish the Psychiatry Unit at Stanton Hospital in 1988. She
later returned to live and work in Yellowknife and is presently a Health Consultant who has worked with
or for most of the boards in the Northwest Territories.

Sheila Hart is a long-time Yellowknifer who has worked closely with a variety of populations. She is
currently the co-facilitator of Family Projects at the Diocese of Mackenzie, as well as fulfilling a variety
of roles at St. Patrick School in Yellowknife.

Helena Laraque has resided in Yellowknife for 28 years. In her current role of Traditional Knowledge
Coordinator for the Department of Resources, Wildlife & Economic Development, she promotes and
facilitates the growing recognition and use of traditional knowledge.

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 » Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Calgary visit strengthens links between GNWT and resource sector

YELLOWKNIFE (Feb. 12) -- Premier Jim Antoine says his visit to Calgary this week was a definite
success. Mr. Antoine concluded a visit with representatives of Alberta’s oil and gas industry
yesterday by meeting with Alberta Premier Ralph Klein.

“It’s another step for the GNWT towards partnering with aboriginal, provincial and federal interests in the
North,” Antoine said. “Harnessing our economic potential and taking control of our resources are
essential components of our Western Agenda - but by achieving this goal we will also benefit the country
as a whole, particularly Alberta.”

Mr. Antoine and Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development minister Stephen Kakfwi met this week
with Alberta-based energy companies and industry groups, including the Canadian Association of
‘Petroleum Producers and the chairman of the National Energy Board. Mr. Antoine also took time to meet
with northern stakeholders in the resource sector.

“It was an excellent opportunity to discuss our vision of the future with the individuals and companies

operating in our backyard.” Antoine said. “The development of the oil and gas sector will mean a better
quality of life for both aboriginal and non aboriginal northerners.”

Mr. Antoine said he’s encouraged by the support he received from Mr. Klein, and representatives of the
oil and gas industry. He hopes that by fostering partnerships with aboriginal groups and building on
connections made in Calgary, the territorial government can advance discussions on resource royalties
with the federal government.

"I’'m optimistic, he said, “that by continuing in this spirit of co-operation and partnership, agreement will
be reached on this vital issue.”

It was the first such visit for Mr. Antoine since his election as Premier of the NWT. “It’s always good to
meet face to face,” he said.

For more information contact: Judy Langford
Press Secretary
Department of the Executive — GNWT
(867) 669-2302

Office of the Press Secretary » Government of the Northwest Territories
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National Aboriginal Television Network Approved

YELLOWKNIFE (February 24) - The Canadian Radio-Television Telecommunications
Commission (CRTC) has announced that the application for a national Aboriginal programming
network, to be known as the Aboriginal Peoples Television Network (APTN), has been approved.

On February 22™, the CRTC announced its approval of the application by Television Northern Canada
(TVNC) to operate a new network for basic cable service and direct-to-home satellite systems across
Canada, effective September 1999.

“This decision recognizes the integral and vital role that Aboriginal people play in our nation,” said
Charles Dent, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment. “Just as TVNC programming has helped
build cultural pride and an understanding of Aboriginal issues within the non-Aboriginal population in the
North, APTN will provide both a voice for all Canadian Aboriginal cultures and a positive exposure to
non-Aboriginal Canadians.”

Mr. Dent says he’s particularly excited by the training and employment opportunities the new national
network will offer. The Department of Education, Culture and Employment is working with the Inuit
Broadcasting Corporation (IBC), the Native Communications Society of the Western NWT (NCS) and
the Inuvialuit Communications Society (ICS), to identify and meet immediate training needs.

The Department, in partnership with the Banff Centre for the Arts, Canadian Satellite Communications
Inc. (Cancom), TVNC and the National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation, has produced an advanced
training program for northern Aboriginal producers, directors, writers and technicians. Scholarships will
be offered to 12 northern Aboriginal broadcasters who will participate in an intense, two-week, advanced
production training pilot program. The course, scheduled to begin in late May, will mark an evolution in
its approach to training and support for the career development of Northern Aboriginal Broadcasters.

For further information, contact: Peter Crass
Broadcasting Coordinator
Education and Culture Branch
Education, Culture and Employment
Tel: (867) 873-7499
Fax: (867) 873-0155

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 » Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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NWT Social Work Week - March 1-7, 1999

YELLOWKNIFE (March 2) -- Minister of Health and Social Services, Kelvin Ng and President of
the Northwest Territories Association of Social Workers, Nuelle Novick, are encouraging all
Northerners to recognize the valuable contribution that social workers make to our communities
during NWT Social Work Week, March 1-7, 1999.

Approximately 120 social workers are employed across the Northwest Territories. Many work for
regional health and social services boards and provide important services in the areas of mental health,
community wellness, child protection, counseling, crisis intervention and community development. Social
workers can also be found in hospitals, correctional centres, treatment centres, family violence shelters,
local Band offices and providing private counseling.

"Social workers are a vital part of the health and social services system," said Mr. Ng. "We need to
recognize the important role they play in our community and offer them our thanks and support for the
work they do to keep our communities well." Ms. Novick echos the Minister's supportive comments: "We
need to appreciate the roles social workers play in our communities,” she says.

The NWT Association of Social Workers was re-established in October 1998 as an independent
professional association intended to promote the profession of social work in the Northwest Territories.
The Association currently has approximately 82 registered members across the NWT.

Social Work Week is being celebrated this month by provincial and territorial social work associations
across Canada. A number of activities are planned in communities across the NWT to honour social
workers. Please contact your local health and social services board or the NWT Association of Social
Workers for more information about how you can get involved in local Social Work Week activities.

For more information, contact: Chris Keeley
Director, Human Resources and Board Support
Department of Health and Social Services
Government of the Northwest Territories
Phone: 867-920-3297
Fax: 867-873-0461

Blair Dunbar

Northwest Territories Association of Social Workers
Phone: 867-873-5707

Fax: 867-873-8976

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
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Thousands Accept Equal Pay Settlement Agreement
Offer — Minister Extends Deadline

YELLOWKNIFE (March 3) - Finance Minister, John Todd announced today that:

ethe deadline for accepting the Individual Equal Pay Settlement Agreements has been extended
to March 31, 1999, and

®cqual pay payments will be made to excluded employees in female-dominated class codes based
on the same methodology that is used to calculate payments for employees who may be covered
by the equal pay complaint.

Mr. Todd went on to say that over 3,000 current and former employees have told the GNWT that
they would be accepting their Equal Pay Settlement Agreement offers. Over 2,100 have already
accepted. Another 300 to 500 acceptances are expected by March 5. With this high rate of
acceptance, the Minister of Finance expressed confidence that a long, expensive and disruptive
litigation of the equal pay complaint could be avoided.

For further information, please contact: Herb Hunt
Director
Equal Pay and Negotiations
(867) 920-8900

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Minister’s Conference to Discuss Future of Northern Education

YELLOWKNIFE (March 4) — Culturally based education, community high schools and school-to-
work transitions will be among the topics discussed at the upcoming Minister’s Conference on
Education in Fort Smith March 9-10.

Entitled Mapping our Future, the conference, hosted by Minister of Education, Culture and Employment,
Charles Dent, will review the comments received by the recent Minister’s Forum on Education. The
results of this conference, and input from the public, will be used to update the Department of Education,
Culture and Employment’s Strategic Plan and establish an implementation plan for the improvement of
education in the North.

“This is a unique opportunity for delegates to consider the goals and priorities identified by NWT
residents,” Mr. Dent says, “and directly influence the educational opportunities our children will have in
the future.”

The Minister’s Forum visited 11 western communities in the last two months to receive feedback on how
residents would like to see education developed in the future. In addition to public meetings, members of
the forum interviewed local leaders and educators, and conducted focus group meetings on specific
issues. ‘

“With the creation of two territories now imminent, it is a good time to take stock of past successes, and
consider what new directions may be taken,” Mr. Dent noted.

The two-day conference will feature an intensive schedule of workshops and plenary sessions. Topics will
include Placing Education in Regional and Local Control; Building Solid Foundations; Special Needs of
our Students; and Employers Needs and the Employment of Northerners.

Conference delegates will consist of representatives of aboriginal governments, public governments,
communities, schools, northern business, elders, parents and students from the NWT.

For further information, please contact: Chuck Parker
Strategic Plan Co-ordinator
Education, Culture and Employment
Phone: (867) 920-6112
Fax: (867) 873-0459

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife  NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 ¢ Fax: (867) 873-0169
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CONFERENCE OVERVIEW

As we prepare for the creation of a new territory in the Western NWT it is important that
we provide clear direction for the development of an education system that is designed to
prepare the youth of our territory as leaders and productive citizens. The success of the
NWT is highly dependant on ensuring that we have a well educated population ready to
take on the tasks of administering and leading our businesses, communities and the
region as a whole. Equally important is the development of a qualified and competent
workforce that can ensure our people are fully benefiting from the employment
opportunities that are available.

The Minister’s Conference on Education — Mapping Our Future - brings together leaders,
educators, parents, students and business representatives to discuss our shared
accomplishments in this regard and the challenges that remain in our system of education.
We have gathered an excellent group of presenters and facilitators that will guide the
sharing of information, stimulate discussions on key topics and, where possible, attempt
to reach consensus on future directions. On each of the two days of the conference there
will be a plenary session that provide delegates with an overview of current trends and
issues in the Western NWT and how they impact the education system. As well, both
afternoons of the conference include opportunities for delegates to attend small group
sessions/workshops 1n areas of special interest. Each of these sessions/workshops will
include brief presentations and allow time for delegates to explore and discuss the topic
in greater detail.

Based on our consultation efforts to date, the organizers expect that consensus can be
reached on many of the goals of the education system. This conference provides one of
the many ways in which we plan to explore our needs in the future. Over the coming
months, we will need to develop and express a clear vision for our education system.
However, to accomplish this objective we also require the support and partnership of
many other organizations in the north to continue to improve our educational services.
Throughout the conference presenters and facilitators will be asked to seek out ways in
which organizations and individuals can establish partnerships and make contributions
toward.

The organizers of the conference are pleased with the response received from the many
organizations that have been invited to send delegates to the Conference. It is expected
that this conference will be talked about for years-to come as one of the primary
foundations responsible for Mapping Our Future as a new Western Territory.

Mapping Our Future Program Outline 1
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Popular Homeownership Pilot Program Extended

YELLOWKNIFE (March 4) -- In response to the overwhelming popularity of the Minimum
Downpayment Assistance Pilot Program (MDAPP), the Minister Responsible for the Northwest
Territories Housing Corporation, Goo Arlooktoo, confirmed today that the GNWT has extended
the deadline for applications until June 30, 1999.

This program has been very successful, Mr. Arlooktoo said. “Thanks to this grant, many families, that
would not have otherwise been able to buy houses, have done so and can now truly call the North their
home.”

The Northwest Territories Housing Corporation introduced MDAPP on December 1, 1998. The pilot
program, original set to close March 31, 1999, provides grants to potential NWT homebuyers to assist
them with the down payment on a new home.

Residents in the West are eligible for grants of $10,000, while those in Nunavut can receive $15,000.
Individuals buying homes in the western communities of Sachs Harbour, Paulatuk, Holman Island and
Tuktoyaktuk can also receive the higher grant due to the increased cost of housing in their communities.

Since its launch, more than 300 families have taken advantage of the MDAPP program to buy homes.
This has resulted in over $39 million worth of real estate transactions in the past three months.

“Even these figures do not show the full extent of economic activity that this program has created,” Mr.
Arlooktoo noted, "There has also been increased opportunities for related industries like painting
companies, flooring specialists and furniture sales for example.”

For more information contact: Doug Johnson
Public Affairs Coordinator
NWT Housing Corporation
(867) 873-7854

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT » X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Northern Addictions Services Agrees to Wind Down Adult Addictions Treatment Program

YELLOWKNIFE (March 9) — The Minister of Health and Social Services, Kelvin Ng, announced
today that the Department of Health and Social Services and Northern Addictions Services (NAS)
have agreed to look into options for restructuring its current Alcohol and Drug Addictions
Treatment Program to better meet the needs of the people of the NWT.

As part of ongoing reforms to the way Northerners receive addictions services, NAS has voluntarily
agreed to wind down its current adult addictions treatment program and to consider options for reprofiling
its treatment facility in Dettah. NAS will continue to work with the department to define a role for its
continued involvement in alcohol and drug services.

A territory-wide addictions reform initiative has been underway since April 1997 to improve all aspects
of addictions services in the NWT. Changes under this initiative include the move to per-diem based-
funding and the introduction of a single point of entry to addictions services. Other reforms include
standardising assessment and placement methods, developing new standards for treatment services and
improving funding for community- and facility-based services.

Northern Addictions Services will continue to work with the department, health and social services
boards and other stakeholders as part of this reform process. A working group has been established to
look into alternative means for providing NWT residents with the most effective addictions treatment
services possible. The working group will make recommendations on future options and addictions
treatment models to the Minister by March 31, 1999.

Northern Addictions Services has agreed to work with the Department of Health and Social Services to
identify and address any possible safety concerns clients might have. The department has agreed to
provide additional resources to NAS to increase staffing levels at its Alcohol and Drug Treatment facility
in Dettah to help ensure the safety of all NAS clients as it winds down its adult addictions treatment
program.

For more information, contact:
Catherine Praamsma
Assistant Deputy Minister
Dept. of Health and Social Services
Phone: (867) 873-7737

Office of the Press Secretary » Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Tentative Agreement Reached on the Northwest Territories Power Corporation

YELLOWKNIFE (March 12) - The Minister Responsible for the Northwest Territories Power
Corporation, Charles Dent, announced today that a tentative agreement has been reached on the
future operation of the Northwest Territories Power Corporation.

Officials for the Government of the Northwest Territories, the Interim Commissioner of Nunavut, the
Western Coalition and Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated have been holding discussions for the past year
on the future of the Corporation after Division. Following a further round of meetings in Iqaluit earlier
this month, a consensus was reached on a two-year Transition agreement.

“I am very pleased that we have been able to deal with the very complex issues concerning the future
operation of the Corporation,” Mr. Dent said. “All parties are to be commended for the efforts they made
to reach this consensus”.

The agreement provides for the corporation to continue operations as it does today, as a single corporation
providing electrical power in both territories. This agreement provides a one-year period for the two new
governments to assess their options for the long-term delivery of power in their respective territories,
including a long-term agreement on a joint corporation. If an agreement is not reached during this
period, the agreement allows for a further one-year period to allow for the orderly wind-down of a single
corporation.

“The issue of cost-effective power has been a critical principle guiding the Government of the Northwest
Territories during these negotiations. I am extremely pleased that we will be able to look at a long-term
agreement for a joint corporation once the Government of Nunavut formally comes into existence on
April 1, 1999, Mr. Dent said.

A number of important steps remain before the transition agreement can be finalized including the
passage of implementation legislation in the Legislative Assembly. In addition, pursuant to the Nunavut
Act the agreement must receive Governor in Council approval by the federal government. Both these
steps must be taken prior to April 1, 1999.

For further information contact: Richard Bargery
Assistant Deputy Minister
Division Secretariat
(867) 920-3322

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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GNWT Signs Geoscience Agreement

YELLOWKNIFE (March 16) — The Government of the Northwest Territories signed a geoscience
agreement today at the Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada Annual Meeting in
Toronto. The Minister of Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development, Stephen Kakfwi, and
- officials from RWED are attending the meeting, which draws together representatives of the
Canadian mineral exploration and development industry.

"This agreement means a closer working relationship between the agencies involved in providing
geoscience and geological services in the Northwest Territories," Mr. Kakfwi said. "This will benefit not
only the mining industry but also the northern business community through increased exploration
activity."

The Tri-lateral Geoscience Accord establishes a general framework for co-operation and collaboration
between the GNWT, the Geological Survey of Canada and Indian and Northern Affairs Canada. The
five-year agreement allows the territorial and federal governments to co-ordinate and maximize their
geoscience operations in the Northwest Territories.

One of the first projects covered by the Accord is the establishment of the CS Lord Northern Geoscience
Centre. The centre will be located in Yellowknife. It will provide a broad range of geoscience and
geology services to support the mineral exploration industry and various public agencies in land use
planning decisions.

For further information contact: Joseph Handley
Deputy Minister
Resource, Wildlife and Economic Development
Tel: (867) 920-8048
Fax: (867) 873-0563

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169






Earniarnd
Northwest &
Terrifories

99-025
Improved Access Business Incentive Policy Information

YELLOWKNIFE (March 18) — For the first time, northern business owners and the public
will soon have instant access to information about the Business Incentive Policy through the
Internet website of the Department of Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development.

The Business Incentive Policy (BIP) provides a preference and a bid adjustment for registered
northern businesses bidding on Government of the Northwest Territories contracts.

Beginning April 1, the website (www.gov.nt.ca/RWED/ti/bip) will provide detailed information
about the BIP, the criteria for northern business status, how the incentive is applied and an
electronic registration form. In addition, more than 2,000 approved northern businesses are listed
in the BIP registry. They represent various economic sectors in the NWT including; Travel and
Tourism; Fisheries; Forestry,; Trade and Services; Construction, Manufacturing; Agriculture;
Transportation; and Communications.

“The Business Incentive Policy is an important element of the government’s support for northern
business owners,” Minister of Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development Stephen Kakfwi
said. “Using technology to provide a central source of information makes it easier to meet the
needs of government and industry.”

The website also features, for the first time, a list of products made in the Northwest Territories
and their manufacturers and information on the Canada/NWT Business Service Centre.

For further information, please contact: Joseph Handley
Deputy Minister
Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development
Tel: (867) 920-8048
Fax: (867) 873-0563

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 » Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Education Week March 24-31

YELLOWKNIFE (March 24) — March 24 to 31 is Education Week in the Northwest Territories,
Minister of Education, Culture and Employment, Charles Dent announced today.

“The celebration of education week is the perfect opportunity for us to recognize the efforts and hard
work of all those involved in the provision of quality education to our residents,” Dent said. “The purpose
of education week is to increase the public’s understanding of the importance of education, and highlight
the components of a well-rounded education.”

The theme for this year’s Education Week is “Creating Two Territories”. Schools throughout the
Northwest Territories and Nunavut received packages with promotional items and a book containing
suggestions for school and family activities.

Some activities planned in northern schools to celebrate this important theme include breakfasts or elders
teas, career talks, fashion shows, plays, school visits by elders or MLAs and science fairs. Schools have
also been encouraged to involve their communities with guided tours and job shadowing opportunities.

For further information, contact: Fiona O’Donoghue
Director
Early Childhood and School Services
Education, Culture and Employment
Tel: (867) 873-7176
Fax: (867) 873-0109

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Premier Announces New Cabinet Portfolios

YELLOWKNIFE (March 30) -- Premier Jim Antoine today announced new
portfolios for the Northwest Territories' Executive Council. The Premier made the
announcement following the swearing-in ceremony for the two new members of
Cabinet selected yesterday: Nunakput MLA Vince Steen and Thebacha MLA
Michael Miltenberger.

"The members of this Cabinet come from every region of the new Northwest Territories,"
Mr. Antoine said. "They reflect a wide variety of political and life experiences -- each
member brings their unique and valuable perspective to Cabinet. This will be vital as we
build a new Northwest Territories that reflects the aspirations of all people."

Mr. Steen and Mr. Miltenberger were chosen by their colleagues in the Legislative
Assembly to replace the four departing members of Cabinet who represent eastern
districts.

"The next few months will test all members of Cabinet as we make the transition to a new
territory,” Mr. Antoine said. "I thank Mr. Steen and Mr. Miltenberger for taking up this
challenge. I am sure their constituents, and all northerners, will be proud of them.

The portfolios:
Hon. Jim Antoine: Premier; Executive; Aboriginal Affairs

Hon. Floyd Roland: Health and Social Services; Minister Responsible for the NWT
Housing Corporation; Minister Responsible for Seniors

Hon. Stephen Kakfwi: Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development (RWED);
Justice; Minister Responsible for National Constitutional Affairs

Hon. Charles Dent: Finance; Minister Responsible for the Financial Management Board
Secretariat; Minister Responsible for the NWT Power Corporation; Minister Responsible

for the Women's Directorate
2

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 ¢« Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2302 « Fax: (867) 873-0169



Premier announces new Cabinet portfolios: Page 2

Hon. Michael Miltenberger: Education, Culture and Employment; Minister Responsible
for the Workers’ Compensation Board; Minister Responsible for the Public Utilities
Board; Minister Responsible for Youth

Hon. Vince Steen: Transportation; Public Works and Services; Municipal and
Community Affairs

In addition to the statutory positions listed above, Mr. Antoine will also be responsible
for Intergovernmental Affairs, Mr. Roland will be the Deputy Premier and will be
responsible for Social Policy Renewal, Mr. Dent will be the Government House Leader.

For more information contact: Judy Langford
Press Secretary
Department of the Executive
(867) 669-2302

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 » Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2302 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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New Principal Secretary Appointed

YELLOWKNIFE (March 30) - Premier Jim Antoine announced today a change in
the composition of his senior staff.

Richard Bargery, formerly the Assistant Deputy Minister of the Division Secretariat, has
been appointed as Principal Secretary effective March 31, 1999.

"Richard brings a wealth of experience to the position. Most notably he was instrumental
in the negotiation of agreements that will allow for the smooth transition to two new
territories," Mr. Antoine said.

Mr. Bargery replaces Paul Bachand. Mr. Bachand is a long-time northern lawyer, both in
private practice and with the Department of Justice. Prior to becoming Principal
Secretary, he was the Executive Assistant to the Honourable Goo Arlooktoo. Mr.
Bachand will be returning to his position as Legal Counsel with the Department of
Justice, once he recovers from serious injuries sustained in a recent accident.

"Paul has done an excellent job, both for me and Acting Premier Goo Arlooktoo. I have
benefited greatly from his sound advice, common sense and sense of humour," Mr.
Antoine said.

The Principal Secretary is the Premier's most senior advisor, a position that requires long
hours and frequent travel.

"This is an extremely demanding position and, in all fairness, I could not ask Paul to
continue while he is recovering from his accident," Mr. Antoine said. "I look forward to
his returning to work for the territorial government in another capacity when his health
permits and I wish him a speedy and complete recovery."

For more information contact: Judy Langford
Press Secretary
Department of the Executive
(867) 669-2302

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2302 » Fax: (867) 873-0169
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New Deputy Ministers Appointed

YELLOWKNIFE (March 31) — Premier Jim Antoine today announced changes to
the senior management of the public service.

Peter Vician replaces Ron Williams as Deputy Minister of Transportation. Mr. Vician has
had a long career with the department. Most recently he was the Assistant Deputy
Minister, Operations.

Fred Koe moves from the position of Deputy Minister for Aboriginal Affairs to replace
Glen Soloy as the President of the NWT Development Corporation. Charles Overvold
will be the Acting Deputy Minister for Aboriginal Affairs.

For more information contact: Judy Langford
Press Secretary
Department of the Executive
(867) 669-2302

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2302 « Fax: (867) 8§73-0169
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MACA Releases Canadian Consumer Handbook in NWT

YELLOWKNIFE (April 7) — The GNWT Department of Municipal and Community Affairs
participated in the joint release of a new Canadian Consumer Handbook today.

The Canadian Consumer Handbook offers information and advice to help consumers learn about their
rights, make informed decisions and protect themselves from unscrupulous dealers.

“As consumers, it is important that we understand our rights and be aware of the standards we can
expect,” said Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs, Vince Steen. “I am pleased that the GNWT
was able to participate in the development of this resource - particularly in light of its benefit to northern
consumers.”

Ministers responsible for consumer affairs at the territorial, provincial and federal levels produced the
handbook to provide consumers with reliable information when making difficult decisions in today’s
competitive marketplace.

The handbook covers a wide range of information from how to write an effective complaint letter to
information on travel and consumer privacy. A unique feature of the new book is a Canada-wide
directory of contacts in government, business and consumer associations.

An electronic version of the handbook is located on Industry Canada’s Consumer Connection web site at
http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/oca.

The Department of Municipal and Community Affairs is distributing the handbook to all community
governments, seniors organizations, the RCMP, the NWT Chamber of Commerce, schools and libraries
throughout the NWT.

For more information, contact: Michael Gagnon
Consumer Affairs Officer
Municipal and Community Affairs
(867) 873-7125

Office of the Press Secretary » Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 ¢ Fax: (867) 873-0169
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GNWT Asks Court To Protect Northern Environment And Jobs In Royal Oak Case

YELLOWKNIFE (April 12) — The territorial government is asking the Ontario Court to
protect the northern environment and preserve the viability of the Giant Mine in Yellowknife if
Royal Oak Mines Ltd. is declared bankrupt this week.

Key Royal Oak creditors are due in court this afternoon. They may ask the court to declare the company
bankrupt. If this happens, GNWT lawyers will ask the court to order that nothing be done that could
prevent the Giant Mine from operating.

“We are deeply concerned with the environmental impact of Giant Mine and want to see reclamation
begin as soon as possible,” Minister of Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development Minister
Stephen Kakfwi said. “We also want to see every attempt made to keep the mine operating and save
the 280 jobs there.”

Representatives of the GNWT, the NWT Power Corporation and the City of Yellowknife are
working on a plan that would let the clean up start this year and keep the mine operating for a fixed
period while seeking a buyer. Mr. Kakfwi will meet this afternoon with Indian and Northern Affairs
minister Jane Stewart to determine whether her department will participate.

“It will take time to work out the feasibility of our idea,” Mr. Kakfwi said. “We at least want a
chance to do that. We also believe it is essential that INAC participate since, by their own estimates,
the department is responsible for $250 million in environmental clean up.”

For more information, contact: Joseph Handley
Deputy Minister
Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development
(867) 920-8048

Office of the Press Secretary » Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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GNWT Responds to Royal Oak Receivership Order

YELLOWKNIFE (April 16) -- The NWT's Minister of Resources, Wildlife and Economic
Development, Stephen Kakfwi, says he's encouraged by today's court order regarding Royal Oak
Mines Ltd.

Justice James Farley of the Ontario Court has appointed a receiver to oversee Royal Oak's operations. The
receiver, Price Waterhouse Coopers, will keep open the properties currently in operation. This includes
the Giant Mine near Yellowknife.

"We are very pleased to see that the mine will continue to operate," Mr. Kakfwi said. "Justice Farley has
also shown that he recognizes the importance of Giant to the NWT by saying that the receiver needs the
permission of both the territorial and federal governments or a further court order before they can close

the property."”

The territorial government will continue to work with all stakeholders to seek a plan to deal with the
environmental concerns at Giant. '

"I believe that, with careful thought and cooperation, we can find a way to deal with the environmental
issues that will be acceptable to government, industry and the people of the NWT," Mr. Kakfwi said.

For more information, contact: Joseph Handley
Deputy Minister
Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development
(867) 920-8048

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 * Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Finance Minister Presents First Budget of New NWT

YELLOWKNIFE (April 19) --Finance Minister Charles Dent delivered the first budget of the new
NWT in the Legislative Assembly this afternoon.

“The success of our new territory will be measured by the ability of our citizens — men and women, young
and old, aboriginal and non-aboriginal — to lead healthy and productive lives,” he said. The 1999-2000
financial plan reflects this vision and focuses on health care, job creation, and training.

The $742 million budget anticipates expenditures to exceed revenues in the territory’s first year.
However, Mr. Dent says this will be offset by a $34 million dollar surplus from the GNWT’s last fiscal
year. “It will give us a year to make progress on restructuring our fiscal relationship with Canada,” he
said.

The economy has been affected by the global downturn in the demand for resources, the finance minister
acknowledged. This has translated into slow revenue growth for the NWT. “My priority is to secure the
financial tools the North must have to meet our future head on, and to succeed at making our vision for
tomorrow a reality,” he said.

In the long term, Mr Dent wamed, government will need additional revenue to finance growing
expenditure pressures and to invest in economic development and diversification, job creation, education,
health promotion and other initiatives aimed at improving the quality of life for northerners.

The greatest potential for revenue growth lies in the development of the Northwest Territories’ non-
renewable resources. “We need control over our resources and a greater share of the benefits they
generate,” Mr. Dent said. “New fiscal arrangements and economic development will generate additional
revenues that we can invest in the future of our children.”

The finance minister says the Government must work in partnership with aboriginal governments to
achieve these goals. Both Mr. Dent and Premier Jim Antoine will be meeting with aboriginal leaders over

the next few months to discuss these issues.

For further information, contact:

Margaret Melhorn Lew Voytilla

Deputy Minister of Finance Secretary, Financial Management Board
GNWT GNWT

Tel: (867) 873-7117 Tel: (867) 873-7211

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169






NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
1999-2000 BUDGET
HIGHLIGHTS

Fiscal Overview

Results for 1997-98 are substantially improved over last year’s forecast. The
Government finished 1997-98 with an $84 million accumulated surplus, largely as a
result of a one-time population-related adjustment to prior years’ Formula Financing
Grant entitlements.

The Government anticipates a budgetary deficit of $22 million for fiscal year 1998-
99, which will allow the Government to close the year with an accumulated surplus of
$62 million, rather than the $21 million accumulated deficit forecast in last year’s
budget.

The surplus will be allocated between the Northwest Territories and Nunavut and
therefore the Government of the NWT will start its new existence with a $34 million
accumulated surplus.

The 1999-2000 budget for the new Northwest Territories includes planned
expenditures of $742 million, about 60 per cent of the 1998-99 expenditures of the
combined territories. These expenditures will be financed by revenues of $708
million, and by the accumulated surplus of $34 million.

Recent economic conditions in the Northwest Territories have resulted in revenues
which are low compared with spending needs.

Meeting Economic and Social Challenges

The Northwest Territories faces numerous challenges in the coming decades —
ensuring there are jobs for our large population of young people; ensuring these
young people have the education and skills required for these jobs; providing access
to adequate health care and housing for all residents, young and old; and improving
our corrections and community justice systems.

The 1999-2000 Budget contains measures designed to address these challenges now,
and to lay the groundwork for future success. Key initiatives include:

=  $3 million over the next two years to providing salary incentives to attract and
retain nurses;

* $3.2 million for other initiatives to address the shortage of health and social
services professionals in the NWT — scholarships, training and other measures
which will make providing care in the NWT a more attractive career choice;

= $1.4 million to promote the establishment of a diamond value-added industry in
the NWT,;

* $1.2 million to maintain the pupil-teacher ratio in NWT schools;







$1 million to extend the Working Together program for a further year — this
program provides employers with a wage subsidy to hire northern students and
youth;

$1 million to continue the Investing in People Program — providing adult basic
education and job-related skills training to income support clients as well as
financial support to community-based work activity projects;

$1.5 million to support the implementation of a comprehensive plan for
community justice and corrections services; and

$700,000 for community fire prevention and safety measures.

Meeting Fiscal Challenges

Current economic conditions in the NWT mean that revenues will grow slowly
over the next few years, but expenditure pressures for education, health care and
other social programs will grow quickly.

- Without a new source of revenues, the Government will be unable to fund these

spending demands. Nor will the Government have the resources to invest in the
growth and diversification of the NWT economy to ensure that there are jobs in
the future.

However, the budget includes no tax increases. Tax increases would generate
only a small portion of the revenues needed, and would hinder economic growth
by making the NWT less competitive with other jurisdictions.

To increase the revenues available for investment in the future of the NWT,
northerners must gain control of their resources and must restructure fiscal
arrangements with the federal government.

The development of the NWT’s vast store of resources has the potential to
generate significant fiscal benefits. However, under current fiscal arrangements,
little of these benefits will stay in the north. The federal government will gain
over 90 per cent of the fiscal benefits from current and projected diamond
production.

Furthermore, because they have little say in the management of their resources,
northerners lose out. Greater northern control will increase the size of the fiscal
pie, not only for northern governments, but also for the federal government.

The Minister of Finance has called on Aboriginal governments to work together
with the Government of the NWT to redefine the federal government’s role in
northern development and to show how northerners can do better with control
over their resources.
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Appointments to NWT Development Corporation Board

YELLOWKNIFE (April 29) -- The Minister of Resources, Wildlife and
Economic Development, Stephen Kakfwi, today announced three
appointments to the NWT Development Corporation board of directors.

The three new members are: Harry Elias of Inuvik, Liz Wyman of
Yellowknife and Pat Ekpakohak of Holman Island. They join directors Joy
Stewart of Hay River, Eric Menicoche of Fort Simpson, Larry Firth of
Fort McPherson, Denise Yuhas of Fort Smith and Danny McNeely of Norman
Wells.

Today's appointments bring the number of directors to eight. The
legislation that governs the Development Corporation regquires a board
of between seven and 12 members.

"This board of directors reflects the diversity of the Northwest
Territories," Mr. Kakfwi said. "Its members come from every region of
the NWT and bring with them a variety of business and 1life
experiences."

For further information, please contact: Fred Koe
President
NWT Development Corporation
(867) 920-7700

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 » Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Crystals and Gems Shine at Heritage Centre Exhibit

YELLOWKNIFE (May 04) — Explore the world of crystals and gemstones at the Prince of Wales
Northern Heritage Centre from April 16 to June 23.

“From Crystals to Gems” is a travelling exhibit, sponsored by the Department of Resources, Wildlife and
Economic Development (RWED) and the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs (DIAND). It
features treasures from the Canadian Mineral Collection and instructional activities for kids of all ages.

Visitors will learn more about the world of crystals, how they grow, and their diversity in form and
colour. They will be introduced to gemstones, including diamonds, and discover where these minerals are
found in Canada.

Northern geologists will act as guides for school tours. School tours of the exhibit are being co-ordinated
by the Princes of Wales Northern Heritage Centre.

For further information, contact: Scott Matheson
Mineral, Oils and Gas Division
Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development
Tel: (867) 920-3217
Fax: (867 873-0254

Wendy Stephenson

Curator, Education and Extension Services
Prince of Wales Heritage Centre

Tel: (867) 920-3255

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife e NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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99-036
GNWT makes financial support available for Electoral Boundaries appeal

YELLOWKNIFE (May 6) — The Government of the Northwest Territories is offering
financial support to two parties involved in a possible appeal of the recent court decision
concerning the NWT’s electoral boundaries.

The court action was initiated by a group of northern residents called the Friends of Democracy.
In March, Mr. Justice Mark de Weerdt of the NWT Supreme Court ruled that the electoral
boundaries for two districts in Yellowknife and the one for Hay River violated the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The intervenors in the case (the Aboriginal Summit, Métis
Nation, the Dene Nation, the North Slave M¢étis Alliance, Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated, and the
Lutsel K’e Dene Band) are now asking the court’s permission to appeal the decision. The
intervenors do not have an automatic right of appeal.

“Ever since the court made its ruling, we have said we would provide assistance if the other
parties involved wanted to go ahead with an appeal,” Premier Jim Antoine said. “After careful
review of the decision, the government has chosen not to appeal. However, the intervenors may
have issues of concern to all residents of the NWT that should be considered by the courts. In the
interest of resolving those issues, we are prepared to offer limited financial assistance to the
intervenors and to the Friends of Democracy.”

The government is offering each group a further $50,000 to offset their legal costs for an appeal.
The government has also made available $50,000 to offset previously incurred legal costs.

“We are offering to help the Friends of Democracy because we recognize that, as a group of
private individuals, they do not have the means to pay extensive legal costs and would suffer
personal financial loss for taking part in this debate,” Mr. Antoine said.

In compliance with Justice de Weerdt’s decision, the government introduced Bill 15 An Act to
Amend the Legislative Assembly and Executive Council Act. This bill proposes to add three
additional seats to Yellowknife and one each to Inuvik and Hay River. This bill is currently
before the Standing Committee on Government Operations for review.

For further information, please contact: Judy Langford
Press Secretary
Department of Executive
(867) 669-2302

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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National Nurses Week — May 10-16, 1999

YELLOWKNIFE (May 10) — This is National Nurses Week and May 13, 1999 has been identified
as Aboriginal Nurses Day. GNWT Minister of Health and Social Services Floyd Roland is
encouraging all Northerners to recognize the valuable contribution that nurses make to their

communities.

“Nurses continue to provide professional health care in the face of demands on their time and resources,”
said Mr. Roland. “Increased vacancy rates and turnover across the NWT mean that nursés must work
harder to provide the care that people need. We all need to offer them our support and recognize them for
the work they do in helping to keep all Northerners healthy.”

Nurses are a vital part of the NWT health and social services system, helping all Northemners lead healthy
and productive lives. Through public health, health promotion and disease prevention activities, they play
an important role in keeping our communities healthy. When needed, nurses provide assessment,
diagnosis, treatment and even emergency care in health centres and hospitals across the NWT.

Nurses are the first point of contact with the health and social services system for many people in the
NWT. Northern nurses make up almost 85% of NWT health care workers. They must have specialized
training and broader experiences to provide the wide range of services expected of them.

The Government of the Northwest Territories is taking action to support northern nurses. A $1.9 million
recruitment and retention initiative is focused on recruiting more nurses and health and social services
professionals for the NWT, providing increased support for front-line workers and encouraging
Northerners to pursue health and social services careers. In addition, the Government of the NWT has
committed $3 million in compensation over the next two years to help reduce nursing vacancies and high
turnover.

For more information, contact: Chris Keeley
Director, Human Resources and Board Support

Department of Health and Social Services
Phone: (867) 920-3297
Fax: (867) 873-0461

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Alaskans Agree to Buy Homes Made in the NWT

YELLOWKNIFE (May 12) - The Minister Responsible for the Northwest Territories Housing
Corporation (NWTHC), Floyd K. Roland, announced today that the Ukpeagvik Inupiat
Corporation Development Company (UICDC) of Alaska's North Slope has agreed to purchase six
housing packages from the Housing Corporation.

Mr. Roland said, "The Housing Corporation showed the Alaskans that it could provide homes for a lower
cost than their suppliers in the lower 48 States."

The estimated value of the sale is over $680,000. Contracts for these six housing packages are expected to
be signed in the near future following final design changes. The packages will contain products
manufactured in the Northwest Territories, assembled by NWT suppliers and shipped to Alaska down the
Mackenzie River on the barges of the Northern Transportation Company Limited. The packages are
expected to hit the beach in Barrow, Alaska in July.

This sale is the first direct result of marketing activities carried out by the NWT Housing Corporation for
more than a year. It is expected that more sales will follow.

“As more housing packages are sold to the Alaskans there will be a direct benefit to our residents as the
profits from these sales will be used to improve social housing here in the NWT,” Mr. Roland said. "This
sale shows that the NWT does have a viable economy and that skills, technologies and services developed
here can be sold to other parts of the world."

For more information contact: Doug Johnson
Public Affairs Coordinator
NWT Housing Corporation
(867) 873-7854

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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99-039
First Graduates for Secondary Diamond Industry

YELLOWKNIFE (May 17) — A Celebration of Learning was held Friday evening for the first
graduates of the Aurora College Introduction to Diamonds program. Minister of Education,
Culture and Employment, Michael Miltenberger, joined representatives of the diamond industry,
department officials, family and friends in honouring the students in a ceremony held in the
Legislative Assembly’s Great Hall.

“This is a first step to ensuring northerners are ready for jobs in the secondary diamond industry,”
Miltenberger said. “Both Sirius Diamonds and Deton’cho Diamonds Inc. are looking North for employees
trained in diamond-related occupations. It’s important that we have individuals with the necessary
training.”

The course, delivered at the Yellowknife Campus of Aurora College, in conjunction with the Diamond
High Council of Antwerp (HRD), is the first of its kind in North America. Graduates received a
Certificate of Achievement from Aurora College and will be recognized as certified polished diamond
graders by the Diamond High Council of Antwerp.

This extremely popular sixteen-week course sports a long waiting list of willing participants. The
Yellowknife Campus will offer two more courses - in September 1999 and January 2000. Participants in
the course learn applied diamond crystallography, computer skills, theoretical knowledge of diamonds,
the diamond industry and economics.

In attendance at the event was Jan De Kesel, Executive Director of The Diamond High Council of Canada
and General Manager of The Hoge Raad Voor Diamant of Antwerp.

For further information, contact: Hilary Jones
Co-ordinator, Program Development
Apprenticeship, Trade and
Occupations Certification
Education, Culture and Employment
Tel: (867) 920-3422
Fax: (867) 873-0200 Fs

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife e NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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New Terminal in Holman

HOLMAN (May 18) -- An official ceremony was held today to open the new community air
terminal building in Holman.

"This new facility is another example of how communities and the Department of Transportation
are working together for the benefit of the travelling public and the people of Holman,” said
Vince Steen, Minister of Transportation and MLA for Nunakput.

The $1.2M facility replaces the old building, built in 1979 under Transport Canada and, which
has now outlived its capacity. It will provide improved passenger and baggage processing, an
expanded waiting area and better accommodations for the Community Aerodrome Radio Station
(CARS).

The Community of Holman was involved throughout the design and construction process with
employment provided through the general contractor, Treeline Construction. Seventeen local
residents, over 40% of the project’s labour force, benefited from employment on the project.

The community hosted ceremonies this afternoon to commemorate the occasion. Presentations
and an official ribbon cutting will be followed this evening by a social evening and dance.

For more information contact: Gurdev Jagpal
‘ Superintendent, Inuvik Region
Department of Transportation
(867) 777-7348

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest-Territories
PO Box 1320 » Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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MDAPP to Close May 31

YELLOWKNIFE (May 19) - The Minister Responsible for the Northwest Territories Housing
Corporation, Floyd Roland, announced today that the Minimum Downpayment Assistance Pilot
Program (MDAPP) will end May 31, 1999 because funds for the pilot program are nearly
exhausted. '

"When this pilot program was launched December 1, 1998, it was made clear that funding would be
provided on a ‘first come, first served basis’. Because of its popularity, funds for the pilot program will be
exhausted by May 31, 1999," said Mr. Roland.

This date is only two weeks in advance of the Corporation's planned closing date for applications of June
15, 1999,

Since its original launch, MDAPP has helped 420 families in the Northwest Territories purchase their
own homes — including 122 after the program’s extension on April 1* of this year. At the present time
there is only enough funding available to assist about 90 more families.

MDAPP was introduced as an economic development initiative. To date, $4.2 million has been provided
to residents in the western NWT under the pilot program. This, in turn, has generated over $50 million in
economic activity.

"The funding provided for the program is in addition to the Corporation's budget for social housing. If the
pilot program were to continue, the Corporation would be forced to use funds currently set aside for social
housing,” Mr. Roland said.

As long as the Corporation receives their applications by May 31, 1999, perspective homeowners will
have until June 30 to complete their transactions. The Corporation will be conducting a survey of all
MDAPP clients as part of its evaluation of the pilot program.

For more information contact: Doug Johnson
Public Affairs Coordinator
NWT Housing Corporation
(867) 873-7854

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169






Vi1
[

b
!D:DD!
Northwest 1€

Territories

99-042

Survey Offers Valuable Insight for Tourism Market

YELLOWKNIFE (May 20) - The results of an extensive survey released today will provide
Northern businesses with a better understanding of the NWT tourism market.

The survey gathered data about visitor demographics, activity and expenditure patterns. It was conducted
between June 1 and September 30, 1998 in six different NWT communities — Yellowknife, Fort
Providence, Hay River/Enterprise, Fort Simpson, Inuvik/Tsiigehtchic and Norman Wells.

“Tourism is a vital part of our northern economy,” said Stephen Kakfwi, the Minister of Resources,
Wildlife and Economic Development. “The survey results will help tourism managers make decisions that
improve their businesses and ultimately benefit all NWT residents.”

Survey results indicate an estimated 49,000 non-resident visitors traveled to the western NWT during the
1998 summer season, an increase of more than 13 percent from 1994. Their average stay was nearly nine
days, during which they spent an average of $858.02 per person.

A total of 3,386 surveys of non-resident NWT visitors were conducted in various tourism-related facilities
such as community airports, visitor’s centres, campgrounds and hotels. The results reflect the opinions,
activities and behaviors of some 8,076 people.

The survey showed that most people started thinking about coming to the NWT nearly 24 months in
advance of their travel date. Seventy-three per cent of those surveyed indicated they would visit the NWT
again. Seventy-six per cent of respondents came for pleasure and/or to visit friends and relatives, while
twenty-four per cent were in the NWT for business purposes. Seventy-eight per cent of the respondents
were from Canada, a five percent increase from 1994, while the number of respondents from the United
States dropped in 1998 from 17 to 15%.

For further information contact: Dan Grant
Parks and Tourism
Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development
Tel: (867) 920-3245
Fax: (867) 873-0163
Email: daniel grant@gov.nt.ca

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
O PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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GNWT Supports Feature Movie Production

Yellowknife (May 20) — The Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) is investing in a
feature movie about the relationship between an 18" century governor of the Northwest Territories
and his aboriginal companion.

“The Wounding” is based on a 1986 stage play about Samuel Hearne and his Chipewyan friend,
Matonabbee. It was written and produced by Yellowknife resident, Alex Czarnecki, President of Tri-
Vanguard Pictures.

The GNWT has committed $100,000 for further script development, location scouting, casting, and other
pre-production activities associated with “The Wounding.” Funding is being provided to Treeline
Trappings Ltd., a subsidiary of the Dene Cultural Institute, which will be a limited partner in the venture.
The contribution must be fully repaid if “The Wounding” goes into production. The government’s support
is conditional upon Tri-Vanguard obtaining adequate financing to complete the $1.1 million pre-
production phase of its motion picture. The company plans to seek financing for the production and
distribution of the film from other sources.

If the project proceeds to the production stage, it is anticipated that a major portion will be filmed in the
Northwest Territories.

“This is a unique opportunity to present a significant part of Canadian history as it relates to Aboriginal
Canadians,” said the Minister of Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development, Stephen Kakfwi. “The
potential economic benefits of filming in the North and the related spin-off benefits are substantial. This
combination provided a compelling reason to provide assistance in this manner,” Mr. Kakfwi said.

Academy Award nominee, Zachary Sklar, who wrote the Oliver Stone movie, “JFK”, is writing the
screenplay for “The Wounding,” which is set in the Northwest Territories and England in the 18® century
and today.

For further information, contact: Mr. Joseph Handley
Deputy Minister
Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development
Tel: (867) 920-8048
Fax: (867) 873-0563

e B @ Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
MAY 2 1 1 PO Box 1320 * Yellowknife « NT * X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Dust Control Increased on the Dempster

INUVIK (May 26) - The GNWT Department of Transportation will increase its level of dust control
on the Dempster Highway this season, Minister of Transportation, Vince Steen, announced today.

“This reinforces our commitment to provide safe, upgraded road systems for the traveling public and
communities along the highway,” he said.

Between June 9th and June 23", the length of highway receiving dust palliatives will be increased from
the current 29 kilometres to a total of 106 kilometres.

The increased control will reduce dust clouds in the treated sections and provide added visibility to
motorists on the highway. This will substantially reduce the stress of driving on the Dempster and is
expected to increase the volume of tourist traffic while, reducing the loss of crushed gravel by the
department.

For more information contact: Gurdev Jagpal
Superintendent, Inuvik Region
Department of Transportation
(867) 777-7348

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife e NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Progress Report - Phase I National Child Benefit

YELLOWKNIFE (May 26) — GNWT Minister of Education, Culture and Employment Michael
Miltenberger today released a Progress Report on Phase I of the National Child Benefit (NCB)
Program. It was introduced earlier this month at the Social Services Minister’s Meeting in Quebec
City.

Public accountability is an essential part of the NCB program. The Government of the Northwest
Territories, along with other federal provincial and territorial governments, has said that it is committed to
reporting on the progress of the NCB in an open and transparent manner.

The National Child Benefit (NCB) is a joint federal/provincial/territorial program that was introduced in
Canada on July 1, 1998. In the Northwest Territories, funding freed up by Phase I of the NCB was
reinvested in the Northwest Territories Child Benefit (NWTCB), including the Territorial Workers
Supplement.

Phase II of the NCB is slated to begin on July 1, 1999. This year in the NWT, funds freed up by Phase II
will be reinvested into the Healthy Children Initiative: a program that provides funding for community
based early childhood and early intervention programs.

For further information, contact: Linda Ecklund
Program Analyst
Income Support Division
Education, Culture and Employment
Tel: (867) 873-7746
Fax: (867) 873-0443

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 » Fax: (867) 873-0169
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99-046
Northern Leaders to Discuss Co-operation Agreements

YELLOWKNIFE (May 28) -- The leaders of Canada's northern territories want to explore joint
approaches to issues that affect their jurisdictions. The three territories have a number of interests,
conditions and priorities in common that, through collaborative action, could further the interests
of northern residents while building on federal and provincial relations.

"We were very pleased to take this first step in meeting together to identify issues of concern to northern
people,” Mr. Antoine said. "We are committed to finding common ground so we can move forward on the
issues our territories share."

Premiers Jim Antoine of the Northwest Territories and Paul Okalik of Nunavut met briefly with Yukon
Government Leader Piers McDonald during the Western Premiers' Conference in Drumheller to exchange
preliminary thoughts on a pan-territorial cooperation agreement. The leaders agreed to meet in Iqaluit in
early August to conclude a formal cooperation agreement on common priority areas. These include:
northern regional economic development, federal-territorial funding and the transfer of federal powers to
the territories.

Other possible areas for collaboration include trade and trade missions as well as Arctic Council and
Circumpolar initiatives and priorities.

"Each of our jurisdictions has unique needs and aspirations,” Mr. McDonald said. "At the same time,
there are many areas where joint action may provide the best solution to the common challenges we face
as northerners."

Officials from the three jurisdictions were directed to identify options for cooperation action before the
leaders meet again in August.

"Working together to address our mutual interests will allow us to pool our resources,” Mr. Okalik said. "I
look forward to hosting my northern colleagues in Nunavut in August."

For further information, contact: Judy Langford
Press Secretary
GNWT Department of Executive
Tel: (867) 669-2302

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Minister of Education Meets with Education Council Chairs

YELLOWKNIFE (June 1) -- The Minister of Education, Culture and Employment, Michael
Miltenberger met last week with Chairs from each of the NWT’s Education Councils. The three-
day meeting focused on the recently released Report of the Minister’s Forum on Education, sharing
information on key issues and successes, and building an accountability framework.

Mr. Miltenberger emphasized the need for action and a strong working relationship between his office
and the chairs of the education councils. “We’ve done the studies and we know the issues. Now we need
to show progress in addressing the issues,” he said.

“There remains a deep concern that aspects of the school system require additional financial support,” Mr.
Miltenberger said. “However, there is a recognition that reinvestment in education will have to be phased
in over the next few years. We have agreed to act on those issues that we can address now.” Special-
needs topped the list of issues that the chairs felt needed attention immediately.

Participants at the Yellowknife meetings also discussed plans for education councils, district education
authorities and the Department of Education to work together and to encourage families and communities
to take a stronger role in supporting education.

“Educators and parents have shown me some really exciting and effective programs that are being used in
individual schools. As a result of our discussions, we will begin sharing these ideas between education
councils,” Mr. Miltenberger said.

The chairs were also supported creating an accountability framework that would include an annual report
of results on the education system.

Mr. Miltenberger says he plans to table a formal response to the forum report during the July sitting of the
Legislative Assembly. Both parties agreed to meet again this fall to further the positive and proactive
work begun at their meetings.

For further information, contact: Mark Cleveland
Deputy Minister,
Education Culture & Employment
Tel: (867) 920-6240

gTmmonTes e T
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Northerner Awarded for Outstanding Achievement

YELLOWKNIFE (June 1) -- Jack Tootoo has been awarded the first ever Karl Meyer Memorial
Award for outstanding achievement in the millwright and heavy duty equipment mechanic trades
for the 1997/98 school year. Minister of Education, Culture and Employment Michael
Miltenberger, announced today.

The award, sponsored by BHP Diamonds, will now be presented annually in memory of Karl Meyer, a
long time northerner and journeyman millwright and mechanic who worked at Ekati mine until his
untimely passing in February this year.

Mr. Tootoo received his Certificate of Qualification with Inter-provincial Red Seal as a heavy-duty
equipment mechanic in May of 1998 and is currently employed by the Hamlet of Baker Lake. He receives
a plaque and $500 donated by BHP Diamonds.

The Karl Meyer Memorial award is one of several presented each year by the department’s apprenticeship
program to recognize achievements in a variety of trades.

For more information, contact: Bryan Johnson
Manager, Apprenticeship Program
Education, Culture and Employment
Tel: (867) 873-7553
Fax: (867) 873-0200
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GNWT to Seek Judicial Review of Tribunal Venue Decision

YELLOWKNIFE (June 2) -- The Government of the Northwest Territories will seek a judicial review of
the April 30, 1999 Canadian Human Rights Tribunal decision to hold equal pay complaint hearings
almost exclusively in Ottawa.

“Given that the complaint was filed against the Government of the Northwest Territories on behalf of
employees in the NWT, it is difficult to understand why the Tribunal would consider holding these
hearings anywhere other than the Northwest Territories.” said Charles Dent, Minister Responsible for the
Financial Management Board.

The Government of the Northwest Territories spent considerable time and resources providing evidence
to the Tribunal concerning the importance of holding these hearings in the North. The Tribunal has
acknowledged that the outcome of the hearings is at least three years away.

The Government of the Northwest Territories will argue in its application for judicial review that there
were errors in law made and that the Tribunal did not arrive at the correct decision given the evidence

before it.

For more information please contact: Karen Bergman-Illnik
Executive Assistant to Charles Dent
Tel: (867) 669-2355

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 8§73-0169
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Equal Pay Settlement Agreements Deadline Extended

YELLOWKNIFE (June 3) -- An agreement reached with the Government of Nunavut has paved
the way for the GNWT to extend its deadline for equal pay settlement agreements, Minister
Responsible for the Financial Management Board, Charles Dent announced today.

“The original deadline of March 31st was determined by Division,” said Mr. Dent. “Now that an
agreement has been reached with the Government of Nunavut, we can accept those equal pay settlement
agreements that have arrived after the deadline.” The extension applies to current and former employees
in both the NWT and Nunavut. Employees that have not yet responded will be notified that they have
another opportunity.

Eighty per cent of employees who received a settlement offer signed and returned their agreements by the
March 31* deadline. Most have either received their payment or will receive their payment shortly. The
GNWT continues to search for about 900 former employees that have not been located.

“The response to the equal-pay settlement agreements has been overwhelmingly positive,” Mr. Dent said.
“We want to ensure that all eligible employees are given the opportunity to accept these offers as full
settlement of their complaint.”

The Public Service Alliance of Canada filed the equal pay complaint in 1989. Several unsuccessful
attempts have been made by the GNWT to negotiate a settlement. A Canadian Human Rights Tribunal
will hear opening statements related to this complaint in June.

It is expected that the Tribunal Hearing will take 3-5 years. The Tribunal, which recently decided to hold
their hearings almost exclusively in Ottawa, will be asked to determine if wages negotiated by the GNWT
and the Union of Northern Workers were discriminatory. To date, there has been no decision that
discrimination has occurred.

“The GNWT and the GN are continuing their efforts to resolve the equal pay complaint”, said Mr. Dent.
“Continuing to accept equal pay settlement agreements is a positive step towards a final settlement.”

For more information please contact: Sylvia Haener
Director, Labour Relations and Compensation
(867) 873-7786

Karen Bergman-Illnik
Executive Assistant to Charles Dent
(867) 669-2355

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territaries
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169
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NWTTA requests Mediation in Contract Negotiations

YELLOWKNIFE (June 4) -- The NWT Teachers' Association is requesting an end to bargaining
and say they want to proceed to mediation in current contract negotiations with the GNWT.

The NWTTA and the Government of the Northwest Territories began negotiations for the renewal of the
collective agreement on May 4 and 5, 1999.

During the first round of negotiations, both parties had settled several non-monetary items. Many other
issues were resolved when bargaining resumed yesterday. The current agreement expires August 31,
1999.

Mediation is provided for under the Public Service Act to assist the parties in resolving issues that arose
during negotiations. The NWTTA and the GNWT must now reach agreement on a mediator to inquire
into the differences of each party and attempt to resolve them.

The mediator will have 14 days, or as much time as parties agree to, from the date of his or her
appointment in which to provide a report to the parties recommending resolution of their differences.

For further information contact: Pat Thomas
President
NWT Teachers' Association
Tel: (867) 873-8501

Sylvia Haener

Director, Labour Relations and Compensation

Government of the Northwest Territories

Tel: (867) 873-7786 kA
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Alberta Nurses' Strike Will Not Endanger Northerners

YELLOWKNIFE (June 9) -- The Minister of Health and Social Services, Floyd
Roland wishes to assure all Northerners that a possible strike by Alberta nurses will
not pose a threat to the health and safety of NWT residents who are currently
receiving treatment or care in the province of Alberta, or who may require referral
outside the NWT during a possible strike.

Alberta Health has assured the department that Northerners requiring medical services in
Edmonton will continue to receive the high-quality care they need. Northerners currently
receive a number of specialized medical services and acute hospital care under a contract
between the Department of Health and Social Services and Edmonton's Capital Health
Authority.

If it becomes necessary, Alberta Health has made arrangements to transport patients to a
number of locations in the United States to receive care. Alberta Health will cover
additional travel and per diem rates for patients and escorts who have to be cared for out-
of-province as a result of a nurses' strike.

Critical NWT cases will continue to be referred South as required. Elective surgery and
treatment from specialists may have to be delayed until the labour situation in Alberta is
resolved.

sl
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Alberta Nurses' Strike Will Not Endanger Northerners: Page 2

The Department of Health and Social Services and NWT health and social services
boards will continue to work closely with Alberta Health to ensure that Northerners are
informed about the possible effects of a nurses' strike and continue to receive the best
care possible.

For more information, please contact:

Penny Ballantyne

Deputy Minister

Department of Health and Social Services
Phone: (867) 920-6173

Fax: (867) 873-0266

or

Warren St. Germaine

Director, Financial and Management Services
Department of Health and Social Services
Phone: (867) 920-8931

Fax: (867) 920-4969

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
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Minister Release Child Abuse Protocol Review

YELLOWKNIFE (June 10) -- The Minister of Education, Culture and Employment, Michael
Miltenberger, today released the recommendations of the Child Abuse Protocol Review.

The independent review was initiated after parents raised concerns regarding the protocol employed to
investigate issues of child abuse in Yellowknife schools. The review considered the application of
protocol in all territorial schools including Yellowknife and provides a series of recommendations.

“I am working with the Minister of Health and Social Services, Floyd Roland, to consider these
recommendations,” Mr. Miltenberger said. “Together, we are developing a response for the Legislative
Assembly in July. In meetings with the Chairs of the NWT Education Boards, I have already discussed
the need for better staff orientation regarding our present protocol. They agree that this is something we
need to work on."

Dan Schofield, Chair of Yellowknife Education District #1, says he’s pleased with the review. “There
have been questions about the protocol in our district. These recommendations will help clarify what we
as board members need to do to ensure proper protocol is followed in our schools.

Mr. Miltenberger thanked everyone who participated in the review. “The established protocol is designed
to protect all children,” he said. “This review will ensure that our children are heard and improve the way
we handle reports of abuse in the future.”

For copies of the Child Abuse Protocol Public Summary or for more information, contact:

Lynn Elkin
Executive Assistant to Michael Miltenberger
Tel: (867) 669-2309

JUN 11 61999
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NWT Nurses Recognized for Contribution to Northern Nursing

Yellowknife (June 10) -- Minister of Health and Social Services Floyd Roland today announced that
three long-time NWT nurses have been recognized for their contribution to northern nursing.

In acknowledgment for their contribution, the Department of Health and Social Services will sponsor
Mary Ellen Hoyles of Yellowknife, Faye Stark of Fort Providence and Rosalie Adams of Inuvik to attend
the Centennial Conference of the International Council of Nurses in London, England from June 27" to
July 1st.

“I would like to congratulate these three nurses," Mr. Roland said. "It is always an honour to be
recognized by your colleagues for a job well done. The NWT health and social services system depends
on the commitment and dedication of front-line staff like Ms. Hoyles, Ms. Stark and Ms. Adams. I am
pleased to join nurses across the NWT in recognizing them for their outstanding work."

During National Nurses Week, nurses from across the NWT were asked to nominate their peers for the
opportunity to attend the Council. Twelve nurses were singled out for providing significant contributions
to northern health care during their careers. A selection committee, representing the Department of
H&SS, the health and social services boards, the NWT Registered Nurses Association and front-line
nurses, reviewed the nominations and selected the nurses to receive this honour.

Mary Ellen Hoyles has been a nurse in the North for 21 years, serving as a pediatric nurse and manager at
Stanton Regional Hospital. Faye Stark has spent 26 years working as a nurse in northern communities,
and is currently working in Fort Providence. She assisted in the development of the Advanced Nursing
Skills Education Program (ANSEP). Rosalie Adams is an aboriginal critical care nurse from Inuvik with
17 years experience in northern nursing.

While in London, all four nurses will be involved in recruitment activities to promote nursing careers in
the Northwest Territories to their colleagues from around the world.

For more information, contact: Penny Ballantyne or Nell Vrolyk
Deputy Minister Manager, Recruitment and Retention
Department of H&SS Department of H&SS
Tel: (867) 920-6173 Tel: (867) 873-7183
Fax: (867) 873-0266 Fax: (867) 873-0461

Office of the Press Secretary  Government of the Northwest Territdries
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169






LA AAAAA
Northwest ¢
Territories

99-055

Northern Furs To Take Centre Stage

YELLOWKNIFE (June 11) - Northern wild fur will take centre stage at a fashion show celebrating
the launch of the ""Genuine Mackenzie Valley Furs" label.

"Northern wild fur is some of the finest in the world, " says Stephen Kakfwi, Minister of Resources,
Wildlife and Economic Development (RWED). "Marketing it as a unique, high grade commodity will
breathe new life into the NWT trapping industry."

The show, sponsored by RWED and the NWT Metis Nation, will feature garments and accessories
manufactured exclusively with northern wild fur. It will be held in conjunction with the Fur Institute of
Canada's Annual General Meeting in Yellowknife June 10-13, and will showcase the work of several
northern designers and companies, including D'Arcy Moses of Fort Simpson, Dene Fur Clouds from Fort
Providence, Aklavik/Tuk Furs and Kristina Bourque of Yellowknife.

The NWT Fur Fashion Show will be held June 11 7:00 PM at the Northern Arts and Cultural Centre 1n
Yellowknife.

For more information, contact: Francois Rossouw
Fur Management Officer
Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development
(867) 873-7478

Gary Bohnet
President

Metis Nation, NWT
(867) 873-3505
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New Appointments — Status of Women Council

YELLOWKNIFE (June 15) -- The Minister Responsible for the Status of Women, Charles Dent
today announced the appointment of four new members and re-appointed two existing members to
the Status of Women Council of the Northwest Territories.

The four new members of the council are Theresa Etchinelle of Tulita, Harriet Geddes of Fort Providence,
Jean Ekpakohak of Holman and Bernadette Lockhart of Lutsul K’e. Re-appointed to the board are Vi
Beck of Yellowknife and Tessie Gonzales of Hay River.

“Each of these members has shown a proven commitment to improving the quality of life for their
communities and brings a wealth of experience to their new appointments,” Mr. Dent said. “I am
confident that they will meet their challenges with the same level of energy and commitment that
characterized the last council.”

Many outstanding women were nominated for positions on the council. Among those chosen are women
who have established their own businesses and held political office. Most have been active on a variety of
boards and with numerous local agencies.

The Board will meet in Yellowknife June 26 & 27 to decide on a new President and Vice-President.

For more information contact: Bertha Norwegian
Special Advisor to the
Minister Responsible for the Status of Women
(867) 920-3106.

Office of the Press Secretary « Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife * NT « X1A 219
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Diavik Talks Postponed

YELLOWKNIFE (June 15) -- The Government of the Northwest Territories is postponing
discussions on a socio-economic agreement with Diavik Mines Inc. (Diavik) until a meeting occurs
with Diavik’s parent company: Rio Tinto Inc. and Aber Resources to set out expectations for the
agreement.

Diavik is currently seeking federal government approval to establish a second diamond mine in the
Northwest Territories.

The socio-economic agreement is an agreement among the five affected aboriginal organizations, the
GNWT and Diavik that seeks to address four principal areas of interest: maximizing territorial
employment opportunities; maximizing territorial business opportunities; ensuring secondary industry and
value-added opportunities; and monitoring and mitigating community, cultural and social impacts.

It is unlikely that the GNWT will resume discussions until Diavik is given a clear mandate to finalize
agreements on socio-economic matters and, particularly, on the provision of diamond rough to northern
manufacturers.

“We need a firm commitment on the provision of rough diamonds to northern manufacturers,” Mr.
Kakfwi said this morning. “Resolution of this issue is critical to the continued support of this project by
the Government of the Northwest Territories.”

Although the responsibility for northern resource development remains with the federal Department of
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC), the federal government recently announced it would not
make the provision of rough diamonds to northern manufacturers, a condition of project approval.

The GNWT is now forced to act on its own behalf to ensure that northern interests are represented. “We
have proven that a viable cutting and polishing industry in the north is achievable,” Mr. Kakfwi said.
“We’re not prepared to allow the economic opportunities from this development to just slip by."

For more information contact: Hon. Stephen Kakfwi
Minister,
Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development
Tel: (867) 669-2366

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2301 » Fax: (867) 873-0169
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Kakfwi says Sirius Diamonds Facility is a Milestone

YELLOWKNIFE (June 16) — The Minister of Resources, Wildlife and Economic Development
(RWED), Stephen Kakfwi, spoke Monday at the ceremony opening the NWT’s first diamond
cutting and polishing facility.

“The opening of the Sirius Diamonds facility is a milestone in the development of the diamond industry
in the NWT,” Mr. Kakfwi said. “Instead of simply exporting rough diamonds, the Northwest Territories is
working towards obtaining benefits from our diamond resources in both the primary and secondary
industries. The opening of Sirius Diamonds symbolizes the commitment of both the public and private
sector to explore the opportunities, to take risks and to dream.”

Sirius Diamonds NWT Ltd. is the first company to cut and polish diamonds in the North. The company
employs 19 people, including 15 recently trained northern residents. The plant will process diamonds
from Ekati, Canada’s first diamond mine, located north of Yellowknife.

For more information, contact: Martin Irving
Director, Diamond Projects

Resources, Wildlife & Economic Development
(867) 920-3125
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New Family Housing for Thebacha Campus

YELLOWKNIFE (June 16) -- The Minister of Education Culture and Employment, Michael
Miltenberger turned the sod this afternoon to begin construction of a new family housing complex
for the Aurora College Thebacha Campus.

The $3 million dollar project, built under the P3 (public private partnership) initiative, is the first such
project to proceed to the contract stage. It involves the construction and leasing of twenty 3-bedroom and
five 4-bedroom residential units for students and their families attending school in Fort Smith.

“The P-3 initiative has provided an opportunity for Aurora College to work closely with developers to
design and develop needed accommodation for college students,” Mr. Miltenberger said. “This has
resulted in a fine facility that will serve to enhance the quality of education provided by the Thebacha
campus well into the next millennium.”

The P3 approach establishes partnerships between the GNWT and private sector for the provision of
public infrastructure. Four companies joined together in partnership with the government to design,
build, own and operate the new residential housing units in Fort Smith: Freund Building Supplies, Arcan
Construction, Ferguson Simek Clark and Cambridge Consulting.

The new facility will be ready for occupancy in time for the 2000-2001 school year.

For more information contact: Mark Cleveland
Deputy Minister
Education Culture and Employment
(867) 920-6240
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Program Attracts and Keeps Health Professionals in the NWT

Yellowknife (June 17) - Minister of Health and Social Services Floyd Roland announced today that
over 40 Northerners pursuing health and social services careers have received assistance from the
department's Northern Development Program.

The Northern Development Program is part of the Department of Health and Social Services Recruitment
and Retention Strategy. It offers assistance to college and university students seeking summer
employment and work experience practicums, as well as assistance to graduate students looking for job
opportunities. The program also offers high school students the opportunity to explore possible careers in
health and social services.

“Students who are trained and have job experience in the North will better serve and understand unique
northern needs,” Mr. Roland said. “They will be a vital asset to the professional development of the
territory.”

To date, the Northern Development Program has successfully placed all students requesting assistance.
This includes 15 practicum students, 20 summer employment students and 5 graduate students. The
program will also assist approximately 12 students graduating within the next few months.

Beginning next month, high school students interested in health and social services careers will have the
opportunity to enter a five-week career exposure program. Students from across the NWT will job
shadow health and social services professionals throughout the Western Arctic. Students will acquire
first-hand experience and knowledge of what these careers have to offer.

“The Northern Development Program is a long-term investment in health and social services in the
North,” Mr. Roland said.

For more information, please contact:

Nell Vrolyk or Rick Upton

Manger, A/Director

Recruitment and Retention Human Resources and Board Support
Health and Social Services Health and Social Services

Phone: (867) 920-8901 Phone: (867) 920-3074

Fax: (867) 873-0461 Fax: (867) 873-0461

JUN 1171999
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Merkosak Appointed Acting Chairperson of Power Corp

HAY RIVER (June 22) -- Pond Inlet businessman Simon Merkosak has been appointed Chairman
of the NWT Power Corporation on an acting basis effective July 1.

Charles Dent, Minister Responsible for the NWT Power Corporation, and Ed Picco, Minister Responsible
for the Nunavut Power Corporation made the announcement today at a Corporation Board meeting in Hay
River. \

Mr. Merkosak, 44, was first appointed to the Board in May 1996, and was appointed vice-chairman in
December 1997. He assumes the chair from Pierre Alvarez, who had held the position since April 1996.
Mr. Alvarez was recently appointed president of the Calgary-based Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers, but will be staying on the Power Corporation Board as a regular member.

“This is an important period of transition for the Corporation,” said the ministers in a joint statement.
“We are both pleased that Mr. Merkosak has accepted this challenging role and are confident that the
Corporation will continue to receive sound and professional direction.”

The governments of the two territories recently restarted discussions on the future of the Corporation, and
possible long-term joint ownership. The Corporation has operated as a single entity, serving both Nunavut
and NWT, since the new territories were created on April 1* 1999. The governments have set March 31
2000, as the deadline for resolving this matter.

The Corporation has annual revenues of approximately $100 million. Its 295 employees serve 25,000
customers in 54 communities with energy and related services.

For more information contact: Karen Bergman Illnik
Executive Assistant to Hon. Charles Dent
Tel: (867) 669-2355

Marianne Demmer
Executive Assistant to Hon. Ed Picco
Tel: (867) 975-5003

Office of the Press Secretary ¢ Government of the Northwest T?ﬁmrﬁ's""’ ™
PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife e NT « X1A 2L9 LEGISL/
Tel: (867) 669-2301 « Fax: (867) 873-0169 -

4m

L
4

(= -y

QN 2 2

’

R e T Sy
—— >






Backgrounder

Merkosak Appointed Acting Chairperson of Power Corp

Simon Merkosak
Vice-Chairman, NWT Power Corporation

Profile:

Simon Merkosak was bomn at Guys Bight, traditional camp east of Pond
Inlet in 1954. Married to Jeeteetah Merkosak with six children, two girls
and four boys.

Education:

1962 - 1969 Primary education, Federal Day School, Pond Inlet, NU

1969 — 1972 Churchill Vocational Centre, Churchill, MB

1972 - 1975 High School, Algonquin College, Ottawa, ON

1980 — 1981 MacMaster University course, Municipal Administration, Rae-Edzo, NT

1976 — 1987 Numerous training workshops related to municipal administration
Employment History:

1975 - 1976 Hotel Manager, Toonoonik Sahoonik Co-op Ltd., Pond Inlet, NU

1976 — 1977 Assistant Senior Administration Officer, Hamlet of Pond Inlet, NU

1977 — 1987 Senior Administration Officer, Hamlet of Pond Inlet, NU
Paralegal Worker, Maliiganik Tukisiiniakvik

1985 — 1988 Taxi business, Merkosak Taxi

1987 — 1994 Cable business, Pond Inlet Cable T.V.

1987 — present Construction business, Merkosak Construction Ltd.

1995 — present Sporting goods retail store with wife, J.M. Sportswear

Elected Positions:

Chairperson, Okpik Youth Club

Director, Toonoonik Sahoonik Co-op Ltd.
Mayor, Hamlet of Pond Inlet — 1997 to 1998
Baffin Regional Chamber of Commerce

Appointments:

Deputy Fire Chief

Anglican Church layperson

Community Futures Board

Community Sponsored Development Sub-committee, ED & T
NWT Power Corporation, member and vice-chairman, May 1996
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Safety is Number One Focus of the Department of Transportation

YELLOWKNIFE (June 22) -- The GNWT Department of Transportation will continue to
concentrate on highway inspections to maintain acceptable levels of safety on NWT highways. In a
recent blitz, the percentage of NWT trucks and drivers that passed safety inspections was lower
than it has been in recent years.

The annual safety inspection of commercial vehicles known as Roadcheck ‘99 was conducted, across
Canada, the United States and Mexico June 1-3 by the Canadian Council of Motor Transport
Administrators (CCMTA) in co-operation with provincial and territorial jurisdictions.

Ninety trucks and buses were inspected in Yellowknife, Inuvik and Enterprise. Twenty-three vehicles and
seven drivers were removed from the highway until major defects were corrected. Twenty-six charges
and three warnings were issued as a result of the violations.

“We will, at all times, ensure the safety of the travelling public,” said Vince Steen, Minister of
Transportation. “If individual drivers or the industry cannot take responsibility for maintaining their
vehicles and driving safely they will be dealt with under highway safety-enforcement programs. We will
not tolerate unsafe vehicles travelling on NWT roads.”

In the Northwest Territories, heavy trucks and buses and their drivers were selected randomly and
inspected using comprehensive and stringent Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance inspection criteria.
Enforcement officers from the Department of Transportation, RCMP and Transport Canada’s Dangerous
Goods Directorate conducted the one-hour inspections.

The majority of violations in the NWT concerned brake components and driver compliance with hours of
work and dangerous goods legislation.

Nationally, 77% of vehicles and 98% of drivers inspected passed inspections as part of the 72-hour joint
effort to promote commercial vehicle safety.

For more information contact: Mark Schauerte
Assistant Director
Motor Vehicles Division
Department of Transportation
867-874-5007

Office of the Press Secretary * Government of the Northwest Territories
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Minister's Appoints Forum on Health and Social Services

YELLOWKNIFE (June 28) - Floyd Roland, Minister of Health and Social Services, today
appointed nine members to the Minister's Forum on Health and Social Services.

They are: Ms. Rita Cli - Fort Simpson, Mr. Don Blaquiere - Fort Smith, Mr. Duncan McNeill - Hay River
Ms. Gina Dolphus — Deline, Ms. Hazel Nerysoo - Fort McPherson, Ms. Glenna Hansen - Inuvik, Dr. Ross
Wheeler - NWT Medical Association, Ms. Dee McCallum - NWT Registered Nurses' Association and
Mr. Blair Dunbar - NWT Association of Social Workers.

“I am very pleased with the calibre of individuals nominated for the Forum,” Mr. Roland said. “I am
confident that they will form a very capable team.”

Forum members will consult with health and social services boards, community leaders, stakeholder
groups and the public on the current health and social services system and hear their views on how it can
be sustained and improved in the future.

"I am very concerned about the sustainability of our health and social services system," Mr. Roland said.
"I believe Northerners need to understand the costs and issues that we face. I want to make sure that all
Northerners continue to have access to a high quality, responsive system that meets their needs, but is also
affordable."

The Minister's Forum offers a unique opportunity for communities to recommend ways to improve the
health and social system in terms of improved governance, human resources management, financial
sustainability and programs and services.

The Forum will host consultation meetings in one community in each constituency beginning in
September. The Forum will be divided into two teams to allow meetings to be held in northern and

southern communities at the same time.

The Minister's Forum will also host a conference in the fall to share results of the community meetings
and hear the views of professional associations, boards, aboriginal and non-government organizations.

For more information, contact:

Penny Ballantyne or Rick Upton

Deputy Minister, A/Dir. Human Resources and Board Support
Health and Social Services Health and Social Services

(867) 920-6173 (867) 920-3074
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National Legal Aid Meetings to be Hosted by NWT

YELLOWKNIFE (June 28) -- Representatives from the Association of Legal Aid Plans of Canada
will gather in Ndilo this week to discuss national concerns about the provision of legal aid in
Canada.

The Legal Services Board of the Northwest Territories is hosting the annual general meeting June 29-30".
It will bring together over 35 delegates from those territories and provinces that maintain legal aid plans
in Canada. Participants are also expected from the United States.

This year’s meeting will bring particular recognition to the role played by the Northwest Territories in the
association and offer an opportunity for delegates to discuss aspects of legal aid and related public
relations issues that are of a national interest.

Meetings will be held at the Smoke House Café in Ndilo.

For more information contact: Gregory Nearing
Executive Director
Legal Services Board
Tel: (867) 873-7450

JUN 2 &1
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Funding Available for Market Gardens

YELLOWKNIFE (June 30) — A new program is supporting the development of small-scale
foods and market garden production in the Northwest Territories. The Community Market
Garden Development Program was announced recently by Resources, Wildlife and
Economic Development Minister Stephen Kakfwi.

“Market gardens can play a vital role in northern life,” Mr. Kakfwi said. “With committed
support from the department, not only will community residents learn more about the food
production industry, they will also provide a valuable and stable community service providing
fresh produce at reasonable prices.”

A maximum of $5,000 is available to cover capital and start-up costs for market gardens and/or
greenhouse operations. The market garden or greenhouse operation may be owned and operated
by an individual, group of individuals, a community organization or business. A market gardener
or greenhouse operator must produce, harvest and sell all fruits and vegetables locally to qualify
for funding.

Capital costs associated with the collection, processing and marketing or wild edibles, such <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>