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Jan 11
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Jan 14

Jan 18
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Jan 22
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Jan 31

Feb 8

Feb 21

Feb 27

Mar 7

Mar 11

Mar 17

Mar 28

Apr 1

Apr 8

Apr 11

Changes to Employment Standards effective
April 1, 2008

2008 Outstanding Volunteer Awards open for
nominations

2008 Get Winter Active campaign launched

Plans announced for French single-window service
centre

Federal, provincial and territorial Ministers address
emergency management priorities

Public consultation on Waster Reduction and Recovery
Program expansion

Premier Roland discusses government priorities
ENR and Canadian Boreal Initiative sign MOU
Plane crashes near Fort Simpson, all aboard are safe

Yamoria comes to the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage
Centre

New intersection lights on Highway 3 at the Behchoko
turnoff

Northwest Territories joins BizPalL

2008 Federal Budget contains good news for northerners
Additional funds to help NWT tourism industry meet
global trends

Northern health ministers tell AWG athletes to
“Play Strong”

Notice of winter road closures

Government of Canada and Northwest Territories
Partner to put more police on our streets

2008 Aviation Career Development Program
Scholarships

The three northern territories jointly release “Northern
connections: a multi-modal transportation blueprint
for the north”

Mackenzie River crossing at Fort Providence to close on
Monday
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May 22

May-28

May 28

May 28
May 29

May 29

May 30

Jun 3
Jun 2

Jun 2

Jun 6

Premier Floyd Roland congratulates Nellie Cournoyea on
the awarding of the Governor General’'s Northern Medal

Outstanding volunteer awards announced
Territorial Dementia Facility

Appointment of Public Administrator at Stanton Territorial
Health Authority

Northwest Territories fur industry takes centre stage
Get Winter Active

Drivers urged to drive safely through construction zones
NO NEWS RELEASE

NWT Premier Roland responds to delayed reporting of
the JRP

Merv Hardie Ferry operating with limited hours
US Polar Bear Ruling will affect NWT residents
Drop the Pop school winners announced

2008-09 Budget targets investments in the future of the
Northwest Territories

Tentative Collective Agreement reached between the
Northwest Territories Teachers’ Association and the
Government of the NWT

Ministers meet to increase physical activity

NO NEWS RELEASE

Northerners must manage the North

AFN National Day of Action

Premier Roland welcomes international focus on the
Arctic, notes importance of key projects in NWT

Northwest Territories to host second National Aboriginal
Women’s Summit

Traditional skills strengthen cultural links for youth
Tourism Week June 2-8, 2008

Premier Roland secures support for key NWT priorities
From Western Premiers

Services TNO open fro business
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Jun 5

June 6

Jun 11

Jun 11
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Jun 19

Jun 19

Jun 27
Jun 30
Jun 28
Jul-15
Jul 18
Jul 28

Aug 7

Aug 11

Aug 28

Sep 5

Sep 9

Sep 12

Sep 19

Drive Alive! Joining forces with BHP Billiton

NWT Government supports and welcomes significant
Investments in arctic exploration

Community Fire Protection Handbook

Premier Roland responds to the Federal Residential
School Apology

Deh Cho Bridge information available on Transportation
Website

NWT Water Strategy Framework

NWT Deputy Minister of Justice appointed to the
Supreme Court of the NWT

“Building Canada” funding passes first milestone in
Northwest Territories: the Governments of Canada and
Northwest Territories sign the Provincial-Territorial Base
Funding Agreement.

Tsiigehtchic steppe bison discovery update

Premier Roland announces Cabinet shuffle
Communique: A Stronger North and a Better Canada
Canada-and-NWT-partner-to-improve-water-infrastructure
Premier Roland welcomes McCrank report

Minister Norman Yakeleya’s portfolios removed

Premier Floyd K. Roland offers his condolences on the
death of Daniel L. Norris

Roland to North America: secure supplies of energy are
in the NWT

Northern Development Ministers’ Forum highlights
successes

NWT Revenue Options

Opportunity to raise profile of FASD and work being done
across jurisdictions

Alberta, NWT Premiers renew cooperation agreement

Increased support for the Arts and Culture






Northwest Territories Government Press Releases 2008 4

R(16)-093

R(16)-094
R(16)-095

R(16)-096

R(16)-097

R(16)-098

R(16)-099

R(16)-100
R(16)-101

R(16)-102

R(16)-103

R(16)-104
R(16)-105

R(16)-106

R(16)-107
R(16)-108
R(16)-109

R(16)-110

R(16)-111
R(16)-112
R(16)-113

R(16)-114

Sep 19

Sep 26
Sep 30

Sep 29

Sep 30

Oct 3

Oct 6

Oct 6
Oct 7

Oct 7

Oct 15

Oet45
Oct 16

Oct 20

Oct 21
Oct 31
Nov 3

Nov 14

Nov 18
Nov 21
Nov 26

Nov 27

Joint News Release: Prince of Wales Northern Heritage
Centre opening exhibit of Pihuaqtiuyugut: We are the
long distance walkers

September 27, 2008 — World Tourism Day
Congratulations to the 2008 Council of the Federation
and NWT Ministerial Literacy Award winners

Apprenticeship and Occupational Certification Review
and Action Plan

Harvester Grubstakes signal beginning of trapping
season

Fines increase to protect children, workers, and road
users

Driving too fast, inattentiveness major causes of
collisions

FSC named as one of Canada’s Top Employers
Premier Roland assigns portfolios to new minister

Premier Roland posts Federal leaders responses to
Northern questions

Premier Roland congratulates Prime Minister-elect
Harper and joins call for Economic Summit

Premier Roland-congratulates-Dennis-Bevington
GNWT set to realize NWT’s hydro potential

Housing ministers meet with housing organizations and
Aboriginal groups

Arctic Red River ferry end of season closures
New NWT Liquor Act
Youth Centres Initiative — 2008-2009 funding recipients

NWT Premier congratulates Nunavut Premier-elect
Eva Aariak

National Day of Rememberance for road crash victims
NWT communities included in 2010 Olympic Torch Relay
2008 Minister's Awards of Academic Excellence

Approach to building northern mining workforce in the
NWT
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Dec 1

Dec 4

Dec 4

Dec 5

Dec 5

Dec 8

Dec 11

Dec 15

Dec 16

Dec 18

Dec 19

GNWT and RCMP G Division to collaborate on road
safety

Discussion paper on electricity regulation, rates and
Subsidy programs released

NO NEWS RELEASE
Finance Minister provides economic and fiscal update

Drive alive launches campaign to reduce holiday
Impaired driving

Bargaining begins between GNWT and UNW

Northwest Territories top athletes receive funding

New DVD promotes the use of alternative energy
Technologies in the NWT

ITI to respond to recommendations of independent panel

Ice spraying in Beaufort Delta will reduce cost of living in
Inuvik region

Mediation between the Northwest Territories’ Medical
Association and the Government of the Northwest
Territories

Minister outlines steps in the Board Reform-initiative
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Changes to Employment Standards Effective April 1, 2008

YELLOWKNIFE (January 11, 2008) — Changes to Employment standards including a new
Employment Standards Act, that was legislated in August of 2007, will become effective April 1,
2008.

“These changes are the result of many years of consultation and input by employees and
employers,” said Minister Jackson Lafferty. “Employment in the Northwest Territories is
growing and changing, and this new system of Employment Standards will better suit modern
Northern employees and workplaces.”

In addition to the new Employment Standards Act, which combines the Labour Standards Act,
Wages Recoveries Act and Employment Agencies Act into one modern and effective legislative
framework, corresponding changes to regulations are currently in development, based on input
gathered from a consultation paper that was also released today.

There have been previous public consultations on Employment Standards in the NWT, with the
last initiated in 2004. During the same time period, the responsibility for Employment Standards
has moved within the Government of the Northwest Territories from the Department of Justice;
to Education, Culture and Employment.

For more detailed information on the changes to Employment standards, please refer to the
attached backgrounder.

For more information, contact:

Shawn McCann

Manager, Public Affairs

Education, Culture and Employment
Tel: (867) 920-6222

Communications ® Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories e PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife e NT ¢ X1A 21.9
Tel: (867) 669-2304 ¢ Fax: (867) 873-0111






Teritories  Backgrounder

For R(16)110108029

Changes to Employment Standards in the NWT

The Employment Standards Act provides a modern and effective legislative framework
for employment standards in the NWT. The Act will come into effect on April 1, 2008.

The new Act is the result of extensive consultation with Northerners, including many
employers, employer organizations, and labour organizations as well as individuals.

The Employment Standards Act combines the Labour Standards Act, Wages Recoveries
Act and Employment Agencies Act into one modern and effective legislative framework.

Additionally, the Act:

allows for certain employers and employees or classes of employers and employees to
be exempted from the general standards of the Act;

e incorporates standards regarding employment of young persons, previously dealt with
through regulations;

e establishes new days of rest requirements:
An employer must provide to every employee at least:
» One day of rest in each work week,
» Two consecutive days of rest in each period of two consecutive work weeks,
or
» Three consecutive days of rest in each period of three consecutive work

weeks;

o allows employees to receive lieu-time with pay instead of overtime, when employer
and employee enter into an employee agreement:

» Overtime agreements must have certain standards, set out in section 12 of the
Act;

e provides for the establishment of a minimum wage by regulation;

Communications ¢ Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories ® PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife e NT ¢ X1A 21.9
Tel: (867) 669-2304 ¢ Fax: (867) 873-0111






e requires that employees be granted an annual vacation with vacation pay within 6
months following the first year of employment;

o requires that employers provide the number of hours of statutory holiday pay, if
applicable, on pay advice;

o allows for employers to provide pay advice electronically in lieu of written pay
advice;

o establishes the right of employees to unpaid:

compassionate leave,
bereavement leave,
sick leave and

court leave;

YVVY

o requires that employers give advanced notice of termination to affected employees
and their trade union where large numbers of employees are to be terminated at one
time;

o establishes a new complaints process and provides for the resolution of complaints by
an Employment Standards Officer and provides the Employment Standards Officer
with the authority to dismiss complaints in certain circumstances, including situations
where the complaint can be addressed under the processes set out in a collective
agreement or under the Human Rights Act;

o establishes a new appeal process by which individual Adjudicators hear appeals of
decisions made by the Employment Standards Officer;

o ensures that employee wages continue to have priority over other claims against the
employer, up to a maximum of $7500 per employee; and

e restricts access to information provided under the Act that could identify the parties to
a complaint or appeal.

If you have questions about how the Act will affect you, please contact Labour Services
at 1-888-700-5707 or in Yellowknife at 873-7486.

Communications ° Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories © PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife e NT ¢ X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 ¢ Fax: (867) 873-0111
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2008 Outstanding Volunteer Awards Open for Nominations

YELLOWKNIFE (January 11, 2008) — The 2008 Northwest Territories (NWT) Outstanding
Volunteer Awards are open for nominations, the Honourable Michael McLeod, Minister of
Municipal and Community Affairs (MACA) announced today.

MACA in partnership with Volunteer NWT annually pays tribute to volunteers by presenting the
NWT Outstanding Volunteer Awards to individuals and groups who have improved the quality
of life for NWT residents through significant voluntary commitment.

Awards are presented in the following categories:

Youth
Elder
Group
Individual

The deadline for nominations is Monday, March 17, 2008.

“The awards program recognizes the important contribution that volunteers make to our"
communities and the whole NWT,” said Minister McLeod. “Since 1991, these awards have been
presented to individuals and organizations nominated by the public for their volunteer work. By
drawing attention to these volunteers, the awards also highlight the role that all NWT volunteers

play.”

Information brochures containing nomination forms are available at all community offices or
from any MACA office. The brochure and nomination form is also available on the MACA web
site at, www.maca.gov.nt.ca.

For more information, contact:

Amy Hacala

Communications and Policy Advisor
Municipal and Community Affairs
(867) 920-3092

Communications ¢ Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories e PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife e NT ¢ X1A 2.9
Tel: (867) 669-2304 ¢ Fax: (867) 873-0111
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2008 Get Winter Active Campaign Launched

YELLOWKNIFE (January 14, 2008) — The 2008 Get Winter Active Campaign was launched
today by the Honourable Michael McLeod, Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs.

“As we enter into what are often the coldest months of the year, it is important to remember that
we need to stay active for our mental and physical wellbeing,” said Minister McLeod. “By
incorporating daily physical activity into our families lives, we are leading by example and
teaching our children to make healthy choices.”

Created in 2007, Get Winter Active is designed to encourage communities to organize local
events that support youth and their families to be more physically active. This year, Get Winter
Active will run from January 14 to March 31, 2008. All kinds of physical activities are included
in the challenge, for example: walking, snowshoeing, swimming or playing outside with your
children.

There has been a change in the way the program is being run this year. In order to tailor the
campaign to community needs and preferences, local champions have been recruited to act as
community organizers for Get Winter Active Events. These volunteers will be responsible for
encouraging community participation in events designed to help residents Get Winter Active this

year.

To find out who your local champion is or for more information on the campaign, check out the
Get Winter Active website at www.getactivenwt.ca.

For more information, contact:

Amy Hacala

Communications and Policy Advisor
Municipal and Community Affairs
Phone: (867) 920-3092

4 2008

Communications * Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories * PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife « NT ¢ X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 * Fax: (867) 873-0111
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Plans Announced for French Single -Window Service Centre

YELLOWKNIFE (January 18, 2008) — A French single-window service centre will be piloted
by the Department of Education, Culture and Employment in Yellowknife. Plans for the centre
were publicly announced by Minister Jackson Lafferty today.

“This centre will provide French language GNWT services to NWT francophones,” said
Minister Lafferty. “We are hoping it will be a model for future language-based service delivery
in the NWT.”

Two full-time bilingual staff will offer non-specialized front-line services and information on
GNWT department and agency programs and services in French. Services will be provided to
francophones outside of Yellowknife through a toll-free number and website.

The centre will be an added point of service delivery, and will not replace any existing service
delivery points of any department or agency of the GNWT. In order to better meet the public
demand for services and information, the services and information provided at the centre will be
flexible and change according to customer needs.

It is hoped that the centre will open its doors for business in late spring of 2008, although plans
are dependent on finding appropriate office space. An official name for the centre also has yet to
be chosen.

Funding for this pilot project is being provided by the Department of Canadian Heritage.
For more information, contact:

Shawn McCann

Manager, Public Affairs

Education, Culture and Employment
Tel: (867) 920-6222

Communications * Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories * PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111
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Federal, Provincial and Territorial Ministers Address Emergency
Management Priorities

YELLOWKNIFE (January 17, 2008) - The Honourable Michael McLeod, Minister responsible for
emergency management, along with his provincial/territorial colleagues, met with the federal
Minister of Public Safety, the Honourable Stockwell Day, in Halifax on January 9, 2008, to discuss
several key emergency management issues.

“This event provided an excellent opportunity to discuss common areas of interest with my
provincial/territorial counterparts and to encourage the federal government to continue work on
topics that are important to all NWT residents” said Minister McLeod.

Discussions during the meeting have resulted in the implementation of the following measures that
will improve Canada’s overall emergency management system:

o Discussion about the National Disaster Mitigation Strategy provided a basis for a national
approach to eliminate or reduce the impacts of hazards to save lives, protect property and
preserve the environment.

o Officials were directed to continue their work on proposals for disaster financial assistance
for non-natural disasters and to streamline the existing processes for providing financial
assistance after natural disasters.

o Ministers continued discussions from the 2007 national meeting on enhancing public alerting
capabilities across the country. Ministers agreed to instruct their officials to continue work
with the broadcasting industry to establish a Canadian public alerting system to be
operational by 2010.

o A national strategy and action plan for critical infrastructure protection was also discussed as
a means to establish a framework for governments and the private sector to move forward
collaboratively on critical infrastructure protection.

Ministers also discussed the importance of the ongoing work in pandemic planning, best practices
and aboriginal emergency management.

The next federal, provincial and territorial ministers’ meeting on emergency management will be
held next year in Alberta.

For more information, contact:
Amy Hacala

Communications and Policy Advisor
Municipal and Community Affairs

Communications ¢ Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories ¢ PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife ¢ NT ¢ X1A 21.9
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111
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Public Consultation on Waste Reduction and Recovery Program
Expansion

YELLOWKNIFE (January 21, 2008) — The launch of public consultation to expand the Waste
Reduction and Recovery Program in the Northwest Territories (NWT) was announced today by
the Minister of Environment and Natural Resources Michael Miltenberger.

The consultations will determine what new waste products northerners would like to see
recovered and recycled in the NWT. Under the Waste Reduction and Recovery Act (WRRA) the
Government of the Northwest Territories can develop and implement programs to reduce waste
and to recycle products and materials.

“We want to build on the success of the Beverage Container Program by asking residents what
new waste products they would like to be recovered,” said Minister Miltenberger.

A public discussion document, To Al NWT Residents — Help Decide What New Waste Products
to Recycle Across the NWT, provides information on the benefits of waste reduction and
recycling and asks for input and advice on what new products should be added to the territory-
wide program. Produects—under-revieware wasteelectronics; - tires, lead -acid batteries;fuel
drums/scrap metal, plastic grocery bags, milk containers, and paper and cardboard.

Results of the consultations will be used to determine what, if any, new waste materials should
be collected and recycled in the NWT.

A copy of the discussion paper and a background report can be found on-line at:
http://www.enr.gov.nt.ca/eps/index.htm

For more information, please contact:

Environmental Protection Division
Environment and Natural Resources
Government of the Northwest Territories
Tel: (867) 873-7654

Fax: (867) 873-0221

Email: nwtrecycle@gov.nt.ca

Communications ° Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories * PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L.9
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111
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BUILDING CANADA: CANADA AND THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
SIGN $245 MILLION INFRASTRUCTURE AGREEMENT
Kakisa River Bridge Replacement Project identified as a priority for funding under
Building Canada

Yellowknife, Northwest Territories, February 21,2008 — The governments of
Canada and Northwest Territories today announced the signing of a Framework
Agreement worth $245.8 million under Building Canada, the Government of Canada’s
new long-term infrastructure plan. This investment will help address public infrastructure
needs and priorities in the Northwest Territories.

The Honourable Diane Ablonczy, Secretary of State (Small Business and Tourism) and
Member of Parliament for Calgary-Nose Hill, on behalf of the Honourable Lawrence
Cannon, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities, and the Honourable
Michael McLeod, Minister of Public Works and Services, Minister of Municipal and
Community Affairs, and Minister Responsible for Youth, for the Government of the
Northwest Territories, participated in today’s announcement. They were joined by the
Honourable Norman Yakeleya, Minister of Transportation, Minister Responsible for the
Northwest Territories Power Corporation, and Minister Responsible for Seniors, for the
Government of the Northwest Territories.

The governments of Canada and Northwest Territories also indicated that the Kakisa
River Bridge Replacement Project will be a priority for funding under Building Canada.
The project includes the replacement of the 50-year old bridge with a new 179-metre
long, three-span, two-lane bridge. The total estimated cost of the Kakisa Bridge
Replacement Project is $18 million.

“The signing of a Framework Agreement between the Government of Canada and the
Government of the Northwest Territories will result in significant infrastructure
initiatives which will strengthen the territory’s economy and communities, and contribute
to a cleaner environment,” said Secretary of State Ablonczy. “The Kakisa River Bridge
Replacement Project is an important step toward ensuring residents of the Northwest
Territories have modern, safe and efficient infrastructure.”

“This agreement is a significant step forward in addressing the Northwest Territories’
overall infrastructure deficit,” said Minister McLeod. “The enhanced investment in our
transportation infrastructure, and in infrastructure that supports the delivery of essential






services at the community level, will increase the quality of life for all residents. We look
forward to finalizing a funding agreement with the Government of Canada so that we can
proceed with critical priority projects.”

Through combining the Building Canada Fund and $25 million per year in Base Funding
(provided to each province and territory), an allocation of $185.8 million will be
available through to 2014 to help address core infrastructure priorities at both the
territorial and community level. The federal government will contribute 75 per cent for
public infrastructure, while the Territories will contribute an additional 25 per cent. An
additional $60 million will flow to communities in the Northwest Territories through the
extension of the Gas Tax Fund agreement from 2010 to 2014, bringing the total
infrastructure funding under the agreement to over $245 million.

The Canada-Northwest Territories Framework Agreement outlines how the Building
Canada plan will operate in the territory. The two governments have agreed that
community infrastructure will be one of the priorities for investment under Building
Canada. The two governments will work together to address infrastructure priorities, such
as water, wastewater, green energy, regional and community airports, community and
intercommunity access roads. Through the Agreement, the two governments will also
establish a mechanism for reporting to Canadians on the results of these investments.

Through its unprecedented $33-billion Building Canada infrastructure plan, the
Government of Canada will provide long-term, stable and predictable funding to help
meet infrastructure needs across Canada. Building Canada will support a stronger, safer
and better country.

-30-

For further information on the Building Canada plan, visit www.buildingcanada.gc.ca

For further information contact:

Karine White Debbie Delancey

Press Secretary Deputy Minister of Municipal and
Office of the Minister of Transport, Community Affairs

Infrastructure and Communities Government of the Northwest Territories
613-991-0700 (867) 873-7118

Infrastructure Canada
613-948-1148
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R(16)220108035
Premier Roland Discusses Government Priorities

YELLOWKNIFE (22 January, 2008) - Plans to meet the vision, goals and priorities of the 16™
Assembly of the Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) were discussed at a media
conference today by Premier Floyd Roland and Mrs. Jane Groenewegen, MLA, Chair of the
Standing Committee on Priorities and Planning.

“Members of the 16™ Legislative Assembly have developed a vision, goals and a set of priorities
that take a long-term view of the future of the Northwest Territories,” said Premier Roland.
“Now it’s the government’s task to put us on the right path to meet the Assembly’s goals.”

“Committee Members agree it is financially prudent for a new government to evaluate their
spending to ensure that our limited financial resources are being directed to the programs,
services and infrastructure of highest priority, effectiveness and benefit to northerners,” said Mrs.
Groenewegen.

Premier Roland said he has asked Ministers to review departments existing programs and
services to ensure they are relevant to the priorities of the Assembly and that we are living within
our means. At the same time Ministers will consider some significant investments in programs,
services and infrastructure to meet the Assembly’s priorities.

Changes will be presented in the first Budget session of the 16™ Assembly scheduled to take
place May 21 to June 19, 2008.

“We are working towards a clear plan to meet this Assembly’s key priorities,” said Premier
Roland. “We firmly believe the end result will be an improved public service able to achieve our
priorities and better serve the people of the Northwest Territories.”

For more information contact:

Julia Mott

Coordinator, Cabinet Communications
Office of the Premier

Government of the Northwest Territories
(867) 669-2304

(867) 445-5669 cell

Communications * Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories * PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2304  Fax: (867) 873-0111
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ENR and Canadian Boreal Initiative Sign MOU

YELLOWKNIFE (January 24, 2008) — Northwest Territories (NWT) boreal wildlife and
protected areas Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) has been signed today by Environment
and Natural Resources (ENR) Minister Michael Miltenberger and Canadian Boreal Initiative
(CBI) Executive Director Larry Innes.

“This agreement recognizes the significance of Canada’s Boreal region to our communities,
wildlife and economy as well as Canada as a whole and acknowledges the value of working
together with partners such as the Canadian Boreal Initiative to conserve NWT lands, wildlife
and waters,” said Minister Miltenberger.

“The NWT is a leading jurisdiction within Canada in developing balanced solutions for
conservation and sustainable use,” said Larry Innes, Executive Director of CBI. “We look
forward to identifying projects we can jointly support to help advance those solutions.”

CBI works with First Nations, governments, conservation organizations, industry leaders and
others to link science, policy and conservation solutions across Canada’s Boreal Forest. For
more information, please visit www.borealcanada.ca.

Under the four-year MOU, ENR and the CBI will cooperate on mutually beneficial initiatives
relating to boreal wildlife and protected areas.

For more information, contact:

Judy McLinton

Public Affairs and Communications
Environment and Natural Resources
Tel: 867-873-7379

Email: judy mclinton@gov.nt.ca
Website: www.enr.gov.nt.ca

Communications * Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories ¢ PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife * NT » X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 - Fax: (867) 873-0111
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Plane Crashes near Fort Simpson, all Aboard are Safe

R(16)037 - Monday, January 28, 2008 Print  Close

YELLOWKNIFE (28 January, 2008) - This morning at approximately 10:55, a Simpson Air
Cessna 206 with a pilot and two passengers crashed near the Fort Simpson Airport. At 10:56, the
pilot made contact with the Community Aerodrome Radio Station in Fort Simpson indicating that
all on board were safe. Fort Simpson RCMP, ambulance, fire department, and airport staff
responded, and Wolverine Air, Great Slave Helicopter and Canadian Helicopters began an aerial
search.

After a search of approximately a half hour, the crash site was located. A Great Slave Helicopter
picked up the pilot and passengers and transported them to the Fort Simpson Community Health
Centre to be assessed. They are being treated for the effects of the cold, but have not suffered
other injuries.

For further information:

Earl Blacklock

Manager of Public Affairs and Communications
(867) 873-7712

(867) 445-3494 (Cell)
earl_blacklock@dot.gov.nt.ca

http://www.exec.gov.nt.ca/currentnews/prDetails.asp?varPR_ID=1123 4/16/2008
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Yamoria comes to the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre

YELLOWKNIFE (31 January, 2008) — Yamoria, the one who travels is coming to the Prince
of Wales Northern Heritage Centre (PWNHC), beginning this Sunday, February 3™.

The exhibit features Yamoria stories from Dene regions throughout the Northwest Territories.
Stories of this legendary traveller and lawmaker are told in multiple ways: through art, artifacts,
oral recordings, an animated video, a puzzle, story panels and a map. The exhibit also celebrates
Northern oral traditions and presents portraits of respected Dene storytellers.

A few of the many highlights of the exhibit are:

e aseries of paintings by Archie Beaulieu commissioned by the Yellowknife Catholic School
Board, and now acquired by the PWNHGC, that tell the Ttjcho legend of Yamogzha and
His Beaver Wife.

¢ CBC North Radio One’s Yamoria series, produced by Dave Miller, featuring elders telling
Yamgogzha and Yamgria stories in Ttjchg and North Slavey available inside a listening
tipi with photo portraits of the storytellers taken by Northern photographer Tessa Macintosh.

e A series of story panels from across the NWT featuring stories and artifacts
e A giant beaver display

Yamgria, the one who travels launches this Sunday, February 3™ from 2:00 to 5:00 PM at the

Prince of Wales, in a family event that will include the launch of the book Yamoozha and His
Beaver Wife, interactive displays and games, and beaver tails.

There may be opportunities for members of the media to schedule an advanced preview of the
exhibit on Friday, February 1*.

For more information, contact:

Shawn McCann ,

Manager, Public Affairs FEB 0 1 2008
Education, Culture and Employment WS B
Tel: (867) 920-6222

Communications ¢ Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories e PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife ¢ NT ¢ X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 ¢ Fax: (867) 873-0111
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New Intersection Lights on Highway 3 at the Behchoko Turnoff

YELLOWKNIFE (February 8, 2008) - New intersection lights at the Behchoko turnoff will
help improve safety on Highway 3.

The installation was the result of a cooperative effort between the Community Government of
Behchoko, the Department of Transportation, and the NWT Power Corporation. The lights were
identified as a priority under the Road Safety Improvement Program, which examines possible
safety improvements to roadways and intersections. Among the considerations taken into
account are whether the improvement would improve sightlines, visibility, and vehicle control,
as well as whether the program's resources would be used efficiently.

Transportation Minister Norman Yakeleya, who is also the Minister responsible for the
Northwest Territories Power Corporation, sees this collaboration as an example of how
government agencies can work together to address community needs. "This installation is
important to the community because it has the potential to greatly improve pedestrian and
vehicle safety," said Minister Yakeleya. "Safety is always our government’s main concern and I
commend Chief Leon Lafferty and MLA Jackson Lafferty for calling for this improvement."

Jackson Lafferty, MLA for Monfwi including the community of Behchoko, welcomed the joint
cooperation that led to this installation. "It is great news for the community of Behchoko and the
traveling public. My constituents called in for this safety improvement and our government
listened and acted", he said.

The Department of Transportation will continue to look for opportunities to work with
communities and others to improve roadway safety.

For further information, please contact:

Earl Blacklock

Manager of Public Affairs and Communications -
Department of Transportation N WT.
Phone: (867) 873-7712 | LEGISLATIVE

Cell: (867) 445-3494 i FEB { 2 2008

Fax: (867) 873-0363
Yellowkniie, N ’T
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Communications ° Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories * PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife ¢« NT ¢« X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111
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Industry Canada

News Release

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES JOINS BIZPAL

YELLOWKNIFE, Northwest Territories, February 21, 2008 — Starting and running a business
in the Northwest Territories will become easier thanks to BizPal., a new online business permit
and licence service that saves time spent on paperwork and helps entrepreneurs start up faster.

Today, the Honourable Diane Ablonczy, Secretary of State (Small Business and
Tourism), on behalf of the Honourable Jim Prentice, Minister of Industry, together with the
Honourable Bob McLeod, Minister of Industry, Tourism and Investment for the Northwest
Territories, welcomed the addition of the Northwest Territories to the BizPaL initiative by
signing a multi-jurisdictional memorandum of understanding formally acknowledging a shared
commitment to the BizPalL. initiative.

“The Government of Canada is pleased to be working with the Government of the
Northwest Territories to promote a more competitive and productive local economy by providing
easy access to essential information and reducing paperwork costs for business,” said Secretary
of State Ablonczy. “With BizPalL, Northern entrepreneurs will find it simpler and easier to tap
the tremendous economic potential in the Northwest Territories.”

“Indian and Northern Affairs Canada is pleased to invest in the BizPaL project,” said the
Honourable Chuck Strahl, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development. “The project
will help entrepreneurs access detailed and customized information about permits and licensing
online. It will enhance business development and support economic growth in the Northwest
Territories.”

“I look forward to adding this multi-partnered initiative to the list of programs and
services delivered by our government in support of small business,” Minister McLeod said.
“This initiative reflects not only our priority to support the development of sustainable local
economies, but also to seek out more client-focused, service-oriented approaches to delivering
government information to Northwest Territories residents.”

BizPal. is an innovative project that provides entrepreneurs with simplified access to the
information on permits and licences that they need to establish and run their businesses. This
unique partnership among federal, provincial, territorial, regional and local governments is
designed to cut through the paperwork burden and red tape that small business owners encounter.

i+l N
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The Government of the Northwest Territories is leading the implementation of BizPaL in
the Northwest Territories, the eighth partner to add its signature to the memorandum of
understanding. Others are the Yukon, British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba,
Ontario and Nova Scotia. The Northwest Territories is looking forward to working with
municipalities to offer the BizPaL service. Visit bizpal.ca for additional project history,
information and access to the websites of participating partners.

-30 -
For more information, please contact:
Catherine Godbout Media Relations
Office of the Honourable Diane Ablonczy Industry Canada

Secretary of State (Small Business and Tourism)  Tel.: 613-943-2502
Tel.: 613-947-5856

Drew Williams

Manager, Public Affairs and Communications
Ministry of Industry, Tourism and Investment
Government of the Northwest Territories
Tel.: 867-920-8696

Cell: 867-445-3739
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2008 Federal Budget Contains Good News for Northerners

YELLOWKNIFE (February 27, 2008) — Yesterday’s federal Budget offered a number of
initiatives that will benefit the North, said Northwest Territories (NWT) Premier and Minister of
Finance Floyd Roland.

“The Budget tabled yesterday afternoon is a stay the course budget, given the uncertainties
surrounding the Canadian economy, but it does take some steps to address NWT priorities,”
Premier Roland said.

The federal Budget announced a 10 per cent increase, or $547, in the residency component of the
Northern Residents Deduction, starting in 2008. The Deduction was introduced in 1988 to
improve the fairness of the tax system and increase incentives for Canadians to live in the North,
but has not been increased since then.

The Premier said he is pleased that the federal Minister has agreed to increase this Deduction.
“This is an issue I raised personally with my provincial and territorial Finance colleagues, and
with Minister Flaherty,” he said. “This increase in the Northern Residents Deduction is a good
first step. It helps make the tax system fairer for Northerners who have to cope with the higher
cost of living and encourages people to live and work here.”

The Budget also provides additional funding for the provinces and territories for recruitment of
police officers and for investment in public transit infrastructure. The Budget’s announcement
making the Gas Tax funding to municipalities permanent will help provide a stable source of
infrastructure funding for NWT communities. This program provides approximately $7.5
million annually to communities in the NWT.

“The federal Budget provides some good news for Northerners. We appreciate the Government
of Canada listening to our concerns and continuing to pay attention to Northern priorities,” said
Premier Roland.

For more information contact:

Julia Mott

Coordinator, Cabinet Communications
Office of the Premier

Government of the Northwest Territories
(867) 669-2304

(867) 445-5669 cell
Julia_mott@gov.nt.ca

Communications ° Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories ¢ PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife e NT  X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111
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Additional Funds to help NWT Tourism Industry meet Global

Trends

YELLOWKNIFE (March 7, 2008) - Twelve proposals received under the new Government of the
Northwest Territories (GNWT) Tourism Product Diversification and Marketing Program were announced
today by the Minister of Industry, Tourism and Investment Bob McLeod.

The Program, launched in January 2008, provides assistance to members of the Northwest Territories
(NWT) tourism industry to support business planning, product and product package development, as well
as marketing, in light of changing tourism trends.

“This Program provides industry operators with the means to re-invent or expand their tourism products
to better meet trends and demands that we anticipate will provide growth for our tourism industry in the
future,” said Minister McLeod.

Under the GNWT’s Tourism 2010 Strategy, the Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment and
NWT Tourism have completed research and analysis on global tourism trends, product development,
potential markets, and the capacity of the NWT’s tourism industry.

A large and growing market has been identified among high-income baby boomers in Canada, and around
the world, for authentic travel experiences that will put them in touch with nature,

“The rugged, pristine and isolated nature of the Northwest Territories is a perfect fit for these travellers,”
said-Minister-McLeod.“Our-wilderness, wildlife, Aboriginal culture, fresh air and country foods all
appeal to this targeted audience.”

Of the 12 proposals announced today, three are from the Dehcho Region, seven from the North Slave, one
from the Sahtu and two from the South Slave. Most of the proposals requested assistance for business
planning. In total, $319,000 will be provided to Tourism Operators in the current fiscal year. Of this
amount, NWT Tourism received $150,000 for a cooperative advertising program, which will allow our
northern tourism operators to partner at a partner at a significantly reduced cost with NWT Tourism in ad
placements.

The Department is also offering to work with applicants who were not successful to ensure that their
proposals can be considered in time for the next Banking Day (April 15, 2008).

In 2006, tourism revenues in Canada totalled $66.8 billion. In the Northwest Territories, tourism
revenues for 2006-2007 were over $113.6 million.

For more information contact:

Richard Zieba Ron Ostrom

Director Director of Marketing
Tourism and Parks : NWT Tourism
Industry, Tourism and Investment Tel: (867) 873-5007

Tel: (867) 873-7902

Communications ° Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories * PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife ¢« NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111
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NORTHERN HEALTH MINISTERS TELL AWG ATHLETES TO “PLAY STRONG”

WHITEHORSE (March 11, 2008) - A pan-territorial health education initiative to coincide with the
2008 Arctic Winter Games, which opened Sunday in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories (NWT) was
announced today by the three northern health ministers.

Health Ministers Sandy Lee from NWT, Leona Aglukkaq from Nunavut and Yukon’s Brad Cathers
launched Play Strong, a health promotion initiative aimed at the athletes, aged 13 to 19 years, and
designed to give them age-appropriate information on a variety of topics including healthy eating,
peer pressure, bullying, smoking, safe sex practices and alcohol abuse.

This is the first joint project under the pan territorial mass media initiative funded by the Territorial
Health Access Fund. The intent of the initiative is to undertake joint projects that will improve health
throughout the north.

“Our youth face the same or similar problems across the North,” Cathers said. “We need to provide
strong, positive and consistent messages throughout our three jurisdictions. By working together,
we can share resources and reach northern youth from one end of the country to the other. Alone,
we can't afford to do the kinds of things we can do collaboratively.”

NWT Minister of Health and Social Services Sandy Lee said “It is our view that these young
athletes represent a positive force of change for a healthier future in the North. We're extremely
pleased to partner with Yukon and Nunavut in this health promotion initiative to empower northern
youth to be true champions, in athletics as well as health and well-being.”

The Play Strong campaign is an extension of last year's Play safe, Play hard campaign for the
2007 Canada Winter Games. In both campaigns, athletes are encouraged to play strong on the
field of play and in their lives.

“The campaign is youth-oriented and information cards build on very random statements to catch
the athlete’s attention,” added Cathers.

All 1800 AWG athletes received safety kits comprised of a light-weight cinch bag that contains
message cards and buttons on healthy eating and drinking; hand washing and respiratory
etiquette; information on peer pressure, alcohol and tobacco; basic information on sexually
transmitted infection and injury prevention. Bags also include a healthy snack, a t-shirt; and other
goodies.

Contact:

Roxanne Vallevand Pat Living Lorne Gushue

Cabinet Communications Health &Social Services Health & Social Services
(867) 393-7949 (867) 667-3673 (867) 920-3367
roxanne.vallevand@gov.yk.ca patricia.living@gov.yk.ca lorne_gushue@gov.nt.ca

Yasmina Pepa
(867)975-5714

ypepa@gov.nu.ca
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Notice of Winter Road Closures

YELLOWKNIFE (March 17, 2008) - Winter road access to the communities of Trout Lake
and Nahanni Butte will close at 12:01 a.m. on Wednesday, March 26. The Mackenzie Valley
winter road system beginning at Wrigley and affecting the communities of Tulita, Deline,
Norman Wells, Fort Good Hope, and Colville Lake, as well as the N'Dulee Ice Crossing, is
expected to close for the season at 12:01 a.m. on Tuesday, April 1. Prior to these closures, travel
may be restricted to night travel only, from 10 p.m. to 10 a.m. If conditions warrant, these roads
may shut down sooner than planned with little or no notice.

Drivers are advised that these roads may not be suitable for small vehicles. The Department of
Transportation reminds all motorists to drive with caution, watch for overflow and rough
conditions, and limit your speed as appropriate for the road conditions.

For current information on the status of Northwest Territories public highways, winter roads, ice
crossings, and ferries, visit the Department of Transportation Website at www.dot.gov.nt.ca.

For further information, please contact:

Earl Blacklock

Manager of Public Affairs and Communications
Department of Transportation

Phone: (867) 873-7712

Communications ° Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories ¢ PO Box 1320 « Yellowknife e NT » X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111
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Governments of Canada and Northwest Territories partner to put
more police on our streets

OTTAWA, March 28, 2008 —The Honourable Chuck Strahl, Minister of Indian Affairs
and Northern Development and Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians, on
behalf of the Honourable Stockwell Day, Minister of Public Safety, and the Honourable
Jackson Lafferty, Minister of Justice for Northwest Territories, today announced that the
Government of Canada will provide the Northwest Territories with $800,000 over five
years as part of a new Police Officers Recruitment Fund. This Fund supports the
Government of Canada’s national effort to recruit 2,500 police officers and provides
flexibility to the provinces and territories in hiring additional personnel across the country.

“The Government’s most important duty is the protection of Canadians against threats to
their safety and security, and our Government has been taking action where needed to get
the job done,” said Minister Strahl. “By making funding available to support the
recruitment of new front-line police officers, we are delivering on a key platform
commitment to enhance community safety. I am pleased we are partnering with Northwest
Territories to strengthen law enforcement in the region.”

“Community safety is a priority of the Government of the Northwest Territories and all our
residents,” said Minister Lafferty. “In the north, the RCMP plays a vital role in addressing
crime and underlying social issues. These funds will contribute to our government’s
actions to improve policing services in our small communities.”

Budget 2008 has created a third-party trust fund of up to $400 million to be allocated
proportionally. Each province and territory — in recognition of their jurisdiction over
policing — is responsible for distributing funds to municipal and provincial/territorial police
services. The provincial and territorial governments are encouraged to report directly to
their residents on the expenditures and outcomes on the implementation of this initiative in
hiring additional officers.

Tackling crime and strengthening the security of Canadians are paramount responsibilities
for the Government of Canada. The introduction of the Police Officers Recruitment Fund
further demonstrates that the Government takes these responsibilities seriously by
providing assistance to the provinces and territories for the recruitment of 2,500 additional
front-line police officers.

-30-

For more information, please visit the website www.publicsafety.gc.ca.
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Information:

Media Relations
Public Safety Canada
613-991-0657

Mélisa Leclerc

Director of Communications

Office of the Honourable Stockwell Day
Minister of Public Safety

613-991-2863

Laura Seddon

Director, Policy and Planning
Department of Justice

Government of the Northwest Territories
867-920-3225
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Les gouvernements du Canada et des Territoires du Nord-Ouest ont
signé une entente visant a augmenter le nombre de policiers dans nos rues

OTTAWA, le 28 mars 2008 — L’honorable Chuck Strahl, ministre des Affaires indiennes
et du Nord canadien et interlocuteur fédéral aupres des Métis et des Indiens non inscrits, au
nom de I'honorable Stockwell Day, ministre de la Sécurité publique, et ’honorable Jackson
Lafferty, ministre de la Justice des Territoires du Nord-Ouest, ont annoncé aujourd’hui que
le gouvernement du Canada verserait au gouvernement des Territoires du Nord-Ouest la
somme de 800 000 $ sur cing ans dans le cadre du nouveau Fonds de recrutement de
policiers. Ce Fonds appuie les efforts déployés par le gouvernement du Canada a I’échelle
nationale en vue de recruter 2 500 agents de police supplémentaires et accorde aux
provinces et aux territoires la marge de manceuvre nécessaire pour embaucher du personnel
supplémentaire dans I’ensemble du pays.

« La responsabilité la plus importante du gouvernement consiste a protéger les Canadiens
et les Canadiennes contre les menaces pour leur sécurité, et notre gouvernement a pris les
mesures nécessaires en ce sens, a déclaré le ministre Strahl. En investissant dans le
recrutement de nouveaux agents de police de premicre ligne, nous remplissons un
engagement clé que nous avions pris dans notre plateforme électorale dans le but
d’accroitre la sécurité des collectivités. Je suis heureuse que nous établissions aujourd’hui
un partenariat avec les Territoires du Nord-Ouest pour renforcer la sécurité publique dans
cette province. »

« La sécurité des collectivités est une priorité du gouvernement des Territoires du
Nord-Ouest et de tous nos résidents, a déclaré le ministre Lafferty. Dans les régions du
nord, la GRC joue un role essentiel dans la lutte contre la criminalité et les problemes
sociaux sous-jacents. Ces fonds permettront au gouvernement de prendre des mesures
visant a améliorer les services de police dans les petites collectivités. »

Dans le Budget de 2008, le gouvernement a prévu une somme de 400 millions de dollars
devant étre répartie proportionnellement. Comme la police releve de leur compétence, les
provinces et les territoires distribueront les fonds aux services de police municipaux et
provinciaux/territoriaux. On encourage les gouvernements provinciaux et territoriaux a
rendre compte directement a leur population des dépenses et des résultats liés a la mise en
ceuvre de cette initiative dans le recrutement d’agents de police supplémentaires.

La lutte contre la criminalité et le renforcement de la sécurité de la population canadienne

sont des responsabilités cruciales pour le gouvernement du Canada. La mise en place du
Fonds de recrutement de policiers montre que le gouvernement accorde beaucoup
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d’importance a ces responsabilités en fournissant de 1’aide aux provinces et aux territoires
pour qu’ils puissent recruter 2 500 policiers de premiere ligne supplémentaire.

=30 =

Pour plus de renseignements, visiter le site www.securitepublique.gc.ca.

Renseignements :
Relations avec les médias
Sécurité publique Canada
613-991-0657

Mélisa Leclerc

Directrice des communications
Cabinet de I’honorable Stockwell Day
Ministre de la Sécurité publique
613-991-2863

Laura Seddon

Directrice, Politiques et planification
Ministére de la Justice

Gouvernement des Territoires du Nord-Ouest
867-920-3225
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2008 Aviation Career Development Program Scholarships

YELLOWKNIFE (April 1, 2008) — Applications are now being accepted for $5,000
scholarships under the 2008 Aviation Career Development Program. This is the first intake of the
2008 bursary year. Students who are planning to enter aviation-related full-time studies in a
program that begins by September 30, 2008 are eligible to apply in this intake.

Each year, the Department of Transportation joins with Canadian North, Discovery Air, and
Adlair Aviation to provide twelve $5,000 scholarships for NWT students attending full-time
training leading to an aviation-related career in the North.

The bursaries are financed each year by $60,000 in contributions from each of the partners.
Canadian North contributes $20,000, Discovery Air and Adlair Air each contribute $5,000, and
the Department of Transportation contributes $30,000.

For 2008, there are an additional four bursaries that are available after the partners decided to
carry forward the funds that were not disbursed in 2007. Eight bursaries are available in the first
intake, and eight in the second for programs that begin after October 1, 2008.

Minister of Transportation Norman Yakeleya said “This program is a great success story. It is
helping our young people receive the training they need to be part of the growing aviation
industry in the NWT.” Minister Yakeleya also acknowledged the contribution of the Northern
Air Transport Association (NATA), which represents all of the North’s aviation industry.
“NATA has provided valuable guidance on the needs of the northern aviation industry. One of
their priorities is to have more northerners fill northern aviation positions, and this program will
assist greatly in meeting that objective.”

Major sponsor Canadian North knows how valuable it is to be able to hire qualified northerners
to fill positions in the North. Kelly Kaylo, Vice President for Passenger Product and Sales, said
“We’re pleased to be able to support the training of NWT residents to work in our industry. We
have already benefited from hiring recipients of the Aviation Career Development Program, and
we expect we will continue to see benefits in the years to come.”

Communications ¢ Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories ¢ PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111






Discovery Air, which owns two of the NWT’s principal aviation companies (Air Tindi and Great
Slave Helicopters) also sees long-term benefits arising from their participation in funding the
program. Spokesperson Adam Bembridge said, “Our industry is growing each year, and there's
an urgent need for trained professionals to fill a wide range of positions in northern aviation.
We're proud to be part of a program that helps meet that need.”

Adlair Aviation’s contribution to the program will now be named the Willy Laserich Memorial
Scholarship in honour of Adlair’s founder. President and General Manager Paul Laserich said,
“My father spent 55 years in northern aviation, and he loved every minute of it. We welcome the
opportunity, in his memory, to give someone else the opportunity to pursue his passion.”

Information about the Aviation Career Development Program, including application forms, can
be found on the Department of Transportation website at www.dot.gov.nt.ca

For further information, please contact:

Earl Blacklock
Manager of Public Affairs and Communications

Department of Transportation
Phone: (867) 873-7712

Kelly Kaylo

Vice-President, Passenger Product and Sales
Canadian North

Phone: (867) 669-4007

Paul Laserich

President and General Manager
Adlair Aviation

Phone: (867) 873-5161

Adam Bembridge
Director

Discovery Air
(867) 873-2081

Don Douglas

Executive Director

Northern Air Transport Association
(867) 920-2985

Communications * Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories ¢ PO Box 1320 * Yellowknife « NT » X1A 21.9
Tel: (867) 669-2304 - Fax: (867) 873-0111
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The Three Northern Territories Jointly Release ““Northern
Connections: A Multi-Modal Transportation Blueprint for the
North”

OTTAWA (April 8, 2008) —The Ministers Responsible for Transportation for Yukon, Nunavut
and Northwest Territories have jointly released Northern Connections: A Multi-Modal
Transportation Blueprint for the North. The transportation blueprint outlines a vision for the
development of northern transportation infrastructure to address the northern infrastructure
deficit, promote economic development and build sustainable northern communities.

The document was prepared to complement and build upon the northern components included in
the national transportation strategy: Looking to the Future: A Plan for Investing in Canada’s
Transportation System released by the Council of the Federation in December 2005.

“The northern transportation system of the future must support economic development, connect
communities to each other and to the South, and provide enhanced sovereignty and security in
Canada’s North,” Yukon Highways and Public Works Minister Archie Lang stated.

“Investment in the northern transportation system is required to meet the demands of the North’s
booming economy and to promote economic diversification opportunities for northern
communities. The recently announced federal Building Canada Fund will enable us to continue
addressing the north’s infrastructure needs,” said Transportation Minister Norman Yakeleya of
the Northwest Territories

Minister Patterk Netser of Nunavut added, “The Building Canada Fund is a good start to
providing the long term funding to address the unique needs and priorities of the North.
Investment in transportation infrastructure will help facilitate a prosperous and sustainable future
for northerners.”

Northern Connections not only identifies the ways in which the northern territories and their
residents would benefit from investment in transportation infrastructure, but also how all
Canadians stand to gain from true ‘northern connections’ that are established, maintained and
improved to connect Canadians from coast to coast to coast.

Yukon Highways and Public Works officials, Yakelelya and Netser are currently in Ottawa
attending the Council of Ministers Responsible for Transportation meetings.

Communications ¢ Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories ® PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife ¢ NT ¢ X1A 21.9
Tel: (867) 669-2304 ¢ Fax: (867) 873-0111






For more information, contact:

Earl Blacklock
Government of Northwest Territories
(867) 873-7712

Matthew Illaszewicz
Government of Nunavut
(867) 975-7818

Roxanne Vallevand
Government of Yukon
(867) 633-7949

Communications ® Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories e PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife e NT ¢ X1A 21.9
Tel: (867) 669-2304  Fax: (867) 873-0111
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Mackenzie River Crossing at Fort Providence to
Close on Monday

YELLOWKNIFE (11 April, 2008) — The Mackenzie River ice crossing on Highway 3 at Fort
Providence will close today at 5 p.m. for cars and other small vehicles with low clearance, and will shut
down to all traffic on Monday, April 14 at noon.

Restricting the access of vehicles with low clearance is a necessary safety precaution to prevent small
vehicles from getting stuck or damaged by holes or ruts in the surface. There is considerable melting on
approaches to and surface of the ice crossing which could lead to problems controlling a vehicle.

All drivers are advised to use extra caution and to slow down on the ice crossing and its approaches,
particularly when approaching open water or areas that have ruts.

Safety is the first consideration in any decision to close an ice crossing. If the condition of the ice crossing
deteriorates faster than expected, the crossing could closer sooner than Monday with little or no notice.

Other closures took effect today. The winter road to the Tlicho communities of Whati and Gameti closed
at 10:00, as did the ice crossing between Yellowknife and Dettah.

Ice crossings over the Liard and Mackenzie River near Fort Simpson and Wrigley remain open but are
showing signs of deterioration. Afternoon travel should be avoided if possible. A decision on the closure
of the crossings is expected on Monday, April 14, to take effect later in the same week.

The Dempster and Beaufort ice crossings and ice roads are in good driving condition, and their status is
being reviewed regularly.

Up-to-date information on the status of NWT public highways, ferry and ice crossings, and winter roads
is available on the department’s toll-free line at 1-800-661-0750 and its website at www.dot.gov.nt.ca.

For more information, contact:

Earl Blacklock ' Ad Wi,
Manager, Public Affairs and Communications ‘b
Department of Transportation | A B

Tel: (867) 873-7712 : APR 18 oM

YR AR ) R L=
P IS )ED w5 sr
P S el BTV

,
¢ YEixdhe —_— " i
! WHOWKNDife. N W

Communications * Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories ¢ PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife e NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111






Northwest W
Territories News Release

R(16)150408049

Premier Floyd Roland Congratulates Nellie Cournoyea on the
Awarding of the Governor General’s Northern Medal

YELLOWKNIFE (April 15, 2008) — On behalf of the people of the Northwest Territories,
Premier Floyd Roland, congratulates Nellie Cournoyea on receiving the Governor General’s
Northern Medal.

“Ms. Cournoyea has made an enormous contribution to the North throughout her career,”
Premier Roland said. “Her work as Premier of the Northwest Territories and through
organizations such as the Committee for Original Peoples’ Entitlement and the Inuvialuit
Regional Corporation has helped to draw national and international attention to the rights of
Aboriginal peoples and to the Northwest Territories as a vital part of Canada. I am pleased that
Ms. Cournoyea is being recognized today for her efforts on behalf of her people and all residents
of the Northwest Territories.”

The Governor General’s Northern Medal was created in 2005 and is awarded each year to a
citizen whose actions and achievements have contributed to the evolution and constant
reaffirmation of the Canadian North as part of our national identity. The Medal will be presented
to Ms. Cournoyea by Her Excellency, the Right Honourable Michaéllle Jean, Governor General
of Canada in a ceremony today in Inuvik, Northwest Territories.

For more information, contact:

Julia Mott

Coordinator, Cabinet Communications
Office of the Premier

Government of the Northwest Territories
(867) 669-2304

julia_mott@gov.nt.ca

Communications ¢ Office of the Premier and Executive Council
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Outstanding Volunteer Awards Announced

YELLOWKNIFE (April 21, 2008) — The 2008 Outstanding Volunteer Award recipients were
announced today by the Honourable Michael McLeod, Minister of Municipal and Community
Affairs (MACA). The outstanding volunteers will be honoured at a ceremony in Norman Wells
during National Volunteer Week, April 27 to May 3, 2008.

“MACA recognizes and appreciates the important work that volunteers do across the Northwest
Territories,” said Minister McLeod. “These annual awards are a way of acknowledging the
individuals and groups who have made outstanding contributions to their communities.”

Recipients of the NWT Outstanding Volunteer Awards for 2008 are:

o Outstanding Elder Award — Mabel Collinson, Yellowknife

o Outstanding Youth Award — Taylor Reid, Hay River

o Outstanding Individual Award — George Tsetso, Nahanni Butte

o Outstanding Group Award — Royal Canadian Legion Ladies Auxiliary, Inuvik

The Department of Municipal and Community Affairs, in partnership with Volunteer NWT,
presents the Outstanding Volunteer Awards annually to individuals and groups who have helped
improve the quality of life in the NWT through their work as volunteers. Award recipients are
chosen through an open nomination process.

“The theme for National Volunteer Week 2008, “Volunteers, from Compassion to Action”,
represents the inspiration that drives volunteers as they donate their time, energy and skills to
better their communities”, said Bill Graham, Chair, Volunteer NWT. “National Volunteer Week
is a great opportunity for all Northwest Territories residents to take action and celebrate the
contributions of community volunteers”.

For further details about the NWT Outstanding Volunteer Awards and the 2008 award recipients,
visit MACA’s website at www.maca.gov.nt.ca, or Volunteer NWT’s website at
www.volunteernwt.ca.

For more information: e
Kevin Brezinski ‘i ,f«v;‘fin-i;‘ix.,.‘i» ‘-
Manager, Policy and Planning { (22 m
Municipal and Community Affairs o
(867) 873-7512 I n‘e&m
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Territorial Dementia Facility

YELLOWKNIFE (April 22, 2008) — A Territorial Dementia Facility will be built and operated
in Yellowknife, the Minister of Health and Social Services, Honourable Sandy Lee announced
today. The facility will include 28 beds along with a day program that can accommodate 5-8
clients. The day program will be operated by the Yellowknife Association of Concerned
Citizens for Seniors (YACCS).

“The new Territorial Dementia Facility is a facility for all Northwest Territories residents. It will
allow our seniors to stay in the Northwest Territories, closer to family and friends. We will no
longer have to send residents to southern institutions or place them in facilities not designed for
their needs,” said Minister Lee.

Continuing Care is a core service identified in the Government of the Northwest Territories
(GNWT) Integrated Service Delivery Model. Its goal is to ensure long-term care and extended
care support for people who cannot live at home and to help individuals to be as independent as
possible and supported at a level of functioning that allows them to live in their own home.

The facility will be constructed by Nahanni Construction Ltd. under a community-driven
partnership, which includes Diavik Diamond Mines Inc. According to Diavik’s President, Kim
Truter, “We recognized that the dementia facility is a much needed facility that will remove
tremendous family stress by having loved ones under appropriate care and close to home. At
Diavik, we feel very strongly about contributing back to the community and in helping support
healthy lifestyles.”

“YACCS is pleased to participate in this community partnership finding solutions to help address
the issues and challenges of a growing number of NWT resident seniors diagnosed
with Alzheimer Disease and related dementias,” said Dan Costache YACCS President.

The GNWT is providing $15 million capital funding for this project. The community
partnership of Nahanni Construction Ltd. and Diavik Diamond Mines Inc. are overseeing the
building of the project.

A project unveiling event and photo opportunity will take place - NWT
LEGISLATVT =~ aRy
Date: April 24th 2008 .
Time: 12:00pm APR 22 Ak
Location: Aven Manor Parking Lot Wollowiqniide, N.w. (
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For more information, contact:

Damien Healy
Communications Manager
Health and Social Services
Tel: (867) 445-8230

Tom Hoefer

External & Internal Affairs
Diavik Diamond Mines Inc.
Tel: (867) 669-6518

Greg N. Debogorski
Executive Director, YACCS
Ph: 867 920-2443 Ext. 30

Communications  Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories PO Box 1320 * Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111
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Appointment of Public Administrator at Stanton Territorial Health
Authority

YELLOWKNIFE (April 24, 2008) — A new Public Administrator (PA) was appointed by
Health and Social Services Minister Sandy Lee today for the Stanton Territorial Health
Authority.

Effective immediately Mr. Al Woods replaces Ms. Brenda Johnson, and assumes responsibility
for the management of the affairs of the Health Authority.

“I would like to thank Ms. Johnson for her work as PA and her continued contribution to the
Northwest Territories (NWT) health and social service system as chair of the Fort Smith Health
and Social Services Authority. I would also like to welcome Mr. Woods, who brings a wealth of
northern experience and is familiar with health and social service system in the NWT,” said
Minister Lee.

For more information, contact:

Damien Healy
Communications Manager
Health and Social Services
Tel: (867) 920-8927
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Northwest Territories Fur Industry Takes Centre Stage

MONTREAL (April 29, 2008) — Speaking at the opening of the 2008 North American Fur Fair
and Exhibition in Montreal, the Honourable Bob McLeod, Minister of Industry, Tourism, and
Investment, endorsed the proud history of the Northwest Territories NWT) trapping community
and Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) support programs built on the time-
honoured practices of passing on traditional skills and knowledge to the youth.

“We have seen the quality and demand for NWT furs at auction increase. Today, fur from the
Northwest Territories is recognized as some of the finest wild fur in North America,” Minister
McLeod said. “The on going support and success that the NWT fur industry has experienced in
the international marketplace is reflected in the benefits that are being returned to our trappers
and their communities.”

Sales results from NWT’s fur sales totaled $822,000 at the February 18th auction of Fur
Harvesters Auctions Incorporated and American Legend, up slightly from last year. Trappers
from the NWT obtained top overall prices for this year’s auction of marten, mink, fisher,
wolverine and weasel pelts, outperforming trappers from across the rest of Canada and the
United States.

“It all bodes well for the trapping industry in the North, which was almost completely devastated
just a few short years ago,” Minister McLeod said.

For many people in the NWT, trapping remains an important source of cash income and
economic stability. The GNWT actively supports the harvesting and marketing of wild fur as a
fundamental component of a modern and thriving economy. Continuing good auction results
can be credited, in part, to Guaranteed Advances and the Prime Fur Bonus provided to NWT
trappers under the GNWT - sponsored Genuine Mackenzie Valley Fur Program.

For more information, contact:
%

b : i
kf"

Drew Williams § i.’:}fﬂr ,? !
Manager, Public Affairs and Communications i

Industry Tourism and Investment [\ﬁ t29 1K
Tel: (867) 920-8696 S i i
Cel: (867) 445-3739 s S, W T
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Get Winter Active 2008 Wraps Up

YELLOWKNIFE (May 7, 2008) Cold temperatures and short days did not prevent Northwest
Territories residents from getting active this winter. Today, the Honourable Michael McLeod,
Minister of Municipal and Communities Affairs announced the results of the 2008 Get Winter
Active campaign.

“Everyone should lead an active life. With Get Winter Active communities led the way using
their knowledge about what motivates residents. Having local community champions on board
made the winter campaign a great success,” said Minister McLeod.

Created in 2007, Get Winter Active is designed to encourage communities to organize local
events that support youth and their families to be more physically active. This year, Get Winter
Active ran from January 14 to March 31, 2008. The purpose of the campaign is to raise general
public awareness of the health benefits of being physically active. Community champions
volunteered their time to organize activities and to arrange for healthy snacks during events.

In 25 communities, led by 39 champions, approximately 4,000 residents skied, slid, snow-shoed,
and played hockey, soccer, volleyball and basketball as part of Get Winter Active 2008. As with
past campaigns, schools played a big role in promoting community involvement.

Campaign organizers were pleased to again receive sponsorship from First Air, who donated
eight First Air passes as incentive prizes for individual participants and community champions.
The following prizewinners each received two flight passes through a ballot draw:

Allan Browning (Community Champion), Hay River Reserve
Kelly Allinott, Hay River

Soloman Crerve, Yellowknife

Philip Elanik, Aklavik

For more information: contact:

Kevin Brezinski § 1 eesren 2
Manager, Policy and Planning o
Municipal and Community Affairs i

(867) 873-7512 1

i
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Drivers Urged to Drive Safely Through Construction
Zones

YELLOWKNIFE (May 5, 2008) — Drive Alive, the transportation safety information program of the
Department of Transportation, reminds drivers to reduce speed and exercise caution as they pass road
construction and highway crews on the streets and highways of the Northwest Territories.

May 4 - 10™ is North American Occupational Health and Safety Week. The theme of this year's NAOSH
Week is "Start Today! Live it Every Day!" Transportation Minister Norman Yakeleya says that is an
appropriate theme to remember for drivers going through construction zones. "We should never forget,
when we're driving past road construction crews, that we are driving through their work place", Minister
Yakeleya said.

It is important at all times to obey the instructions of the flag person, watch for unexpected movement by
crews and equipment, and reduce speed to the posted speed limit. Drivers who fail to exercise extra care
and attention in construction zones risk the lives of not only highway workers, but also themselves and
their passengers. More than half of those killed in work zone crashes are drivers and passengers as
vehicles hit obstacles or drivers lose control.

According to the Workers' Safety and Compensation Commission, young workers are particularly
vulnerable to injury and death while on the job. Minister Yakeleya says that's an extra reason to be careful
in construction zones. "Our young people will not always have the experience to make the safest choice
when they are working on a road", he says. "We should be willing to take a few more minutes to get to
our destination if it means that each young worker arrives home safely every day."

Drive Alive is partnering with the Northern Construction Safety Association (NCSA) to promote
awareness of the need to drive safely in road construction work areas. NCSA is working with contractors
and employees to help ensure safe work practices are followed. Mike Ingram, the Executive Director of
NCSA, says his members are committed to improving the safety of their employees. "Our members
recognize that worker safety is a shared responsibility", he said. "We all have a duty to ensure the safety
of highway crews, and we need to remember that responsibility each and every day."

For more information, contact:

Earl Blacklock
Manager, Public Affairs and Communications
Department of Transportation Wil T
Tel: (867) 873-7712 ' A i
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NWT Premier Roland Responds to
Delayed Reporting of the JRP

YELLOWKNIFE (8 May, 2008) — Northwest Territories Premier Floyd K. Roland has
expressed disappointment at the further delay of the final report of the Joint Review Panel.

Premier Roland said, “While I appreciate this review is a large under-taking, constant delays
have a negative impact on the project, and on the entire investment climate in the Northwest
Territories (NWT). There is no signal to indicate when in 2009 the report will be prepared. As a
government we want to invest in and diversify our economy and prepare for the pipeline. The
time is right for this project to move ahead, continued delays in the process are not helpful.”

The Premier urged the Joint Review Panel to be as speedy as possible with their report so the
process can move to the next stage and the National Energy Board can do it’s work. The
Government of the Northwest Territories continues to support the project, which is vital to the
future of NWT residents:

For more information:

Julia Mott

Coordinator, Cabinet Communications
Office of the Premier

Government of the Northwest Territories
(867) 669-2304 office

(867) 445-5669 cell
Julia_mott@gov.nt.ca

Communications ¢ Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories ¢ PO Box 1320 * Yellowknife e NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2304 * Fax: (867) 873-0111
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Merv Hardie Ferry Operating With Limited Hours

FORT PROVIDENCE (May 14, 2008) — Operations of the Merv Hardie ferry, which crosses
the Mackenzie River near Fort Providence, have commenced. The ferry is operating on an "on
demand" basis for 13 hours daily. The hours of operation will be 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. daily

Operating hours are being restricted to permit the most effective use of available crewmembers
and to ensure all safety and regulatory requirements are met. The Department of Transportation’s
(DOT) Marine services are continuing efforts to recruit Marine Engineers, a position for which
there is currently a shortage.

Travelers are reminded that ferry approaches may be slippery, and to drive with extra care on
approaches and when driving on and off the ferry.

Ice conditions may cause occasional disruptions in service, so travelers requiring the ferry
service-are-advised to-check road-and ferry conditions prior to-departure. Up-to-date information
on ferry conditions throughout the Northwest Territories is available on the DOT website at
www.dot.gov.nt.ca/_live/pages/wpPages/ferries.aspx.

For further information, contact:

Earl Blacklock

Manager of Public Affairs and Communications
Department of Transportation

Phone: (867) 873-7712

Communications * Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories * PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife e NT « X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2304 - Fax: (867) 873-0111
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US Polar Bear Ruling Will Affect NWT Residents

YELLOWKNIFE (May 14, 2008) — Today’s decision by the United States (U.S.) Fish and
Wildlife Service to list polar bears as a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act will
have an affect on Inuvialuit communities.

“It is ironic that, once again, decisions made in other countries are affecting the ability of
Aboriginal people in the Northwest Territories (NWT) to benefit economically from one of the
best managed species in the world,” said Environment and Natural Resources (ENR) Minister
Michael Miltenberger about the decision. “We are working with the Government of Canada to
find a practical solution to the listing that will continue to allow legally harvested polar bears to
be imported to the United States.”

Inuvialuit communities were issued 103 polar bear tags in 2007-2008. Thirty-seven of the tags
are designated for outfitted polar bear hunts. The majority of the hunters for these outfitted
hunts, which generate about $700,000 for Inuvialuit communities, are U.S. citizens.

“While climate change is affecting parts of the Arctic,” said Miltenberger, “Canadian polar
bears, and the NWT population in particular, are not on the verge of extinction”.

Recently, the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada recommended polar
bears remain a species of special concern, the same status it has had since 1991.

There are 13 populations of polar bears in Canada. Each Canadian population is managed and
monitored separately.

Polar bears are co-managed in the NWT. The Wildlife Management Advisory Council (NWT),
established through the Inuvialuit Final Agreement, is responsible for providing advice and
recommendations to the Minister of ENR on polar bear management. Any threats to polar bears
and their habitat are carefully monitored and considered before making decision on quotas and
management actions.

For more information, contact:

Judy McLinton

Manager, Public Affairs and Communications
Environment and Natural Resources
Government of the NWT

Tel: 867-873-7379

Email: judy mclinton@gov.nt.ca e ——
Website: www.enr.gov.nt.ca MY
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Drop the Pop School Winners Announced

YELLOWKNIFE (May 16, 2008) — Drop the Pop Northwest Territories (NWT) School Award
Winners have been announced for 2008. Of the 35 schools that participated in Drop the Pop
NWT this year, the following 10 deserve special recognition:

These four schools were winners of the population-based categories and receive between
$1,500.00 and $2,000.00:

Helen Kalvak School - Ulukhaktok
Chief Julius School - Fort McPherson
Weledeh Catholic School - Yellowknife

Louis Norwegian School Jean Marie River

Another six schools will each receive "Honourable Mention" awards of $1,000.00:

Sir Alexander Mackenzie School -  Inuvik
Moose Kerr School - Aklavik
Chief Albert Wright School - Tulita
Bompass Elementary School - Ft. Simpson
Ecole JH Sissons - Yellowknife
Joseph Burr Tyrrell - Fort Smith

Participating schools showed initiative in engaging students and communities in the 2008 Drop
the Pop NWT Challenge, such as,

e Helen Kalvak School held special healthy luncheons for pre-school, District
Education Authority members, elders, school staff and students. Students also
promoted healthy choices on the local radio station.

e Bompass Elementary School, students’ cooked healthy snacks and created a
“Yummy Snack Book’ for their families.

All registered participant schools in Drop the Pop receive grant funding of between $750-$2000.
The school awards are additional funding provided at the end of the Drop the Pop event. The
Drop the Pop NWT Challenge is a Healthy Choices Initiative that raises awareness of how
sugary beverages (like pop and other sweetened beverages) and low-nutrient foods affect health.
This year’s theme, “Drop the Pop NWT — Grab the Tap”, also focused on how pop cans and
bottles impact the environment.

e
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Through Healthy Choices Initiatives such as Drop the Pop NWT, the Government of the
Northwest Territories is working to ensure our children have the opportunity to develop the
health knowledge, skills and ability they need for a better future.

Drop the Pop NWT is funded by the Aboriginal Diabetes Initiative and is coordinated by the
Government of the Northwest Territories, in partnership with the Northern Nutrition Association,
NWT/Nunavut Dental Association, NWT Medical Association, Food First Foundation, Canadian
Public Health Association, Health Canada, Northern Stores and CO-OP. The challenge also
takes place in Nunavut and the Yukon.

For more information, contact:

David Maguire

Public Affairs Officer

Education, Culture and Employment
Tel: (867) 920-3059

Umesh Sutendra

Planning and Communications
Health and Social Services
Tel: (867) 920-3368

Communications * Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories * PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111
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2008-09 Budget Targets Investments in the
Future of the Northwest Territories

YELLOWKNIFE (22 May 2008) — The Honourable Floyd K. Roland, Minister of Finance,
presented the 2008-09 Budget Address for the Government of the Northwest Territories
(GNWT) in the Legislative Assembly today.

“The Budget begins to make the substantial investments needed to advance our priorities. It
builds on key existing programs and services, and moves the Northwest Territories forward,
toward our vision and goals”, said Minister Roland.

The Budget takes a balanced approach that involves reallocation of some spending to permit new
investments; that starts to align expenditure growth with revenue growth; and that makes a
significant investment in badly needed infrastructure.

The 2008-09 Budget projects a small operating surplus of $13 million, based on proposed 2008-
09 operating expenditures of $1.217 billion. This represents an operating expenditure increase of
$64 million, or about 5.5 per cent, over the previous year’s Budget.

The Budget supports five strategic initiatives, based on the vision and priorities of the Legislative
Assembly, that form the focus of government actions and investment in the years ahead:

e Building our Future — taking actions that focus on children and youth, on promoting
healthy choices, and on supporting families and seniors.

e Reducing the Cost of Living — taking actions to address the high costs that stand in the
way of achieving a better quality of life and affect our ability to grow and diversify the
NWT economy.

e Managing this Land — taking action toward finding the right balance between
development and protection of the NWT’s land and resources, and making these
decisions in the NWT.

e Maximizing Opportunities in the NWT — opening the door to new developments that
contribute to the North and improving the quality of education and training so that
Northerners can take advantage of the jobs that are created here in the NWT.

[ NWT.
|LEaisLAT™
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e Refocusing Government — achieving greater effectiveness and efficiency in how the
government operates and in how programs and services are delivered to the people of the
NWT.

The Budget includes $72 million to support investments in these priorities. These investments
will be funded by offsets in other spending areas - $32 million in sunsetted programs and $35
million in expenditure reductions in 2008-09. The Budget also invests $180 million in public
infrastructure in 2008-09, including contributions to community infrastructure projects.

“This Budget builds a stronger Northwest Territories by making a substantial commitment to
invest in our people and the infrastructure that supports communities, economic activity and the
programs our residents rely on.”

Highlights of specific initiatives of the 2008-09 Budget are included in the attached Budget
Highlights document. The Budget Address can be found on the Department of Finance website
at www.fin.gov.nt.ca. The Main Estimates can be found at
www.gov.nt.ca/FMBS/documents/mainestimates/MainEstimates.html.

For further information, contact:

Julia Mott

Coordinator, Cabinet Communications
Government of the Northwest Territories
Tel: (867) 669-2304
Julia_mott@gov.nt.ca

Communications ¢ Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories e PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT « X1A 21.9
Tel: (867) 669-2304 » Fax: (867) 873-0111






La~aand
Northwest 0

Territories Backgrounder

For R(16)220508061

2008-09 Budget — Investing in the Future

Budget 2008-09 Highlights

¢

The 2008-09 Budget projects a small operating surplus of $13 million, based on
proposed 2008-09 operating expenditures of $1.217 billion. This represents an
operating expenditure increase of $64 million, or about 5.5 per cent, over the previous
year’s Budget.

Total revenues are estimated to decrease 4.5 per cent from $1.29 billion in 2007-08 to
$1.23 billion in 2008-09. The decrease is due largely to the receipt of a one-time
Territorial Formula Financing adjustment in 2007-08 and projected lower corporate
income tax revenues.

The Budget also invests $180 million in public infrastructure in 2008-09, including
contributions to community infrastructure projects.

No direct debt is forecast for the end of 2008-09. Total GWNT debt will be
comprised of the $158 million in guaranteed debt of the NWT Power Corporation, the
NWT Energy Corporation and the NWT Housing Corporation.

2008-09 Strategic Initiatives

The 2008-09 Budget includes $72 million to support investments in five strategic
priorities identified by the 16" Legislative Assembly in February. These investments will
be funded by $32 million in sunsetted programs and $35 million in expenditure
reductions in 2008-09.

¢

¢

Building our Future — taking actions that focus on children and youth, on promoting
healthy choices, and on supporting families and seniors. Investments totalling
$18.6 million will be made in 2008-09 in encouraging healthy choices and addressing
additions, supporting victims of family violence, expanding programs for children
and youth, increasing safety and security of individuals and communities and
strengthening the care for seniors.

Managing this Land — taking action toward finding the right balance between
development and protection of the NWT’s land and resources, and making these
decisions in the NWT. A total of $6.2 million will be invested to ensure that NWT
lands and water resources are used in a sustainable way, including almost $3 million
for alternative energy projects, $2 million for wildlife studies and environmental
monitoring, almost $600,000 to protect territorial water and $750,000 to advance
devolution discussions and develop a land use framework.
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¢ Maximizing Opportunities in the NWT — opening the door to new developments that
contribute to the North and improving the quality of education and training so that
Northerners can take advantage of the jobs that are created here in the NWT. The
2008-09 Budget invests a total of $11.7 million in strategic initiatives including over
$4.4 million to improve workplace skills, $3 million to support economic
diversification and over $3.6 million to maximize the benefits from the Mackenzie
Gas Project and other related initiatives.

¢ Reducing the Cost of Living — taking actions to address the high costs that stand in
the way of achieving a better quality of life and affect our ability to grow and
diversify the NWT economy. The Budget invests $24.7 million in this strategic
initiative including $17 million to build affordable homes, $900,000 for energy
awareness programs, $200,000 to improve transportation access to communities and
almost $6 million to support a re-design of the income security program.

¢ Refocusing Government — achieving greater effectiveness and efficiency in how the
government operates and in how programs and services are delivered to the people of
the NWT. $3.7 million will provided in the 2008-09 Budget for various initiatives
including $424,000 to establish a Program Review Office and $2.7 million in
operating funding, complemented with $5 million in infrastructure investments, to
maximize the useful life of government buildings.

Revenue Initiatives

The budget includes no tax increases. The GNWT is committed to maintaining a fair and
competitive tax structure, that will generate the necessary revenues to fund programs and
services, but also encourages people to live, and businesses to invest, in the NWT.

The fiscal strategy calls for $10 million in new revenue measures starting in 2009-10.
After consultation with Members of the Assembly, a paper describing revenue options
will be released in the summer of 2008 for public comment. Decisions on revenue
initiatives will be made following these consultations.
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Strategic Initiatives

Building Our Future

Building our Future is about taking actions and making significant investments in
prevention and the long-term well-being of the NWT population. This initiative funds
actions that focus on children and youth, promote healthy choices, address addictions,
support families and seniors, enhance support for the volunteer sector, and increase the
safety and security of individuals and communities.

A total of $18.6 million in new initiatives will be provided under 2008-09 funding including:

®

$460,000 to increase support and outreach services available to women and children
experiencing family violence;

$340,000 to enhance programs at existing shelters for victims of family violence;

$5.74 million to continue supplementary funding of priority health initiatives using the
Territorial Health Access Fund — Long-term Reform;

$3.1 million for long-term health reform with federal funding to enhance nursing
resources in small communities and expand nurse practitioner training;

$1.8 million for the on-the-job community health nurse development program to help
reduce patient wait times;

$100,000 to continue Healthy Choices Framework programs geared to improving the
health of NWT residents and reducing long-term health and social service costs;

$1.6 million to support minority language instruction in partnership with the
Government of Canada.

$120,000 to fund a full-time Language and Cultural instructor at Aurora College to help
train qualified instructors to deliver Aboriginal language and culture programs.

$1 million to improve the quality of early childhood programs through a commitment to
further the Language Nest Initiative, increase regional Early Childhood Programming
staff to 6 person years and create an Early Childhood coordinator to build linkages
between early childhood programs and the formal school system. Over time, this
action will improve high school completion rates in the NWT.

$300,000 will be invested to develop a plan to increase the enrolment and completion
rates of the Teacher Education Program by providing access to programs and
practicum placements in communities and additional personal, professional, cultural
and academic learning supports. Ultimately, it is expected that this will increase the
number of Aboriginal teachers in the NWT school system.
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$1 million to rationalize and standardize foster care rates to produce a foster care
program that reflects the higher costs of supporting a foster child in smaller
communities and ensures that equitable services are available to children across the
entire NWT by 2009-10.

$224,000 to provide planned relief for families that care for children with disabilities.
The relief will decrease stress and help primary caregivers develop the necessary
skills to meet these children’s social, emotional and educational needs. The initiative is
to help children with disabilities develop to their full potential.

$125,000 to fund a permanent school-based Take a Kid Trapping program as part of
the GNWT contribution to the cost of youth activities.

$250,000 to continue support to community governments or other organizations that
operate youth centre programs in NWT communities.

$1.5 million to open additional RCMP detachments and support increased coverage in
smaller detachments.

$350,000 to support communities providing ground ambulance, and/or highway
rescue services and to complete the development of a new policy and funding
framework for integrated territorial delivery of these services.

$571,000 in additional operating funds for the Territorial Supported Living Campus,
which includes three adult group homes and a day program that will improve the
quality of life for adults with moderate to severe cognitive and behavioural challenges.
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Building Our Future

Implement Phase Il of the Framework for Action on Family Violence

Enhance Community Services
Stabilize Existing Shelters

Encourage healthy choices and address addictions
Territorial Health Access Fund - Long-Term Reform
Federal Health Care Funding - Various

Community Health Nurse Development Program
Healthy Choices Framework

Expand programming for children and youth
Minority-Language Education and Second-Language Instruction
Language/Cultural Instructor Program

Expansion of Early Childhood Development Programs
Community Based Teacher Education Program

Foster Care Review and Standardization

In House Respite Services for Families of Special Needs

Take a Kid Trapping Program

Youth Centres Initiative

Increase safety and security
Enhancing Policing Services
Enhancing Emergency Services

Strengthen continuum of care for Seniors
Supported-and Assisted-Living-in-Smaller Communities

460,000
340,000

5,743,000
3,132,000
1,793,000

100,000

1,617,000
120,000
1,000,000
300,000
1,011,000
224,000
125,000
250,000

1,490,000
350,000

571,000

800,000

10,768,000

4,647,000

1,840,000

571,000

$

18,626,000
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Managing This Land

Managing this Land is about balancing the need for economic growth with protecting the
land. It is about taking actions that protect the NWT water supply and quality; coordinate
GNWT efforts to ensure economic development is sustainable for NWT land and wildlife;
work proactively with residents, communities and industry on mitigation of, and adaptation
to climate change; and advance alternative energy initiatives.

A total of $6.2 million in new initiatives will be provided in 2008-09 to ensure that NWT
land and water resources are used in a sustainable way that protects these resources for
future generations. Funding includes:

4

$200,000 to develop a business case and choose a site for an operating wind energy
turbine,

$450,000 for a program to establish alternative energy projects in communities,
$2.2 million for alternative energy projects eligible for federal Ecotrust funding,

$650,000 to continue funding for devolution and resource revenue sharing
negotiations,

$100,000 in one-time funding to develop a land use framework that ensures all GNWT
land use decisions are guided by a common corporate approach that supports the
political development of the NWT,

$1.4 million to continue work for the Barren-ground Caribou Management Strategy, to
implement an NWT Wood Bison Strategy and to develop a better understanding of the
cumulative effects habitat change from exploration and development activities on
species at risk,

$250,000 for the Western NWT Biophysical Study,

$350,000 to update the classification and mapping framework for the Southern and
Northern Arctic ecozones,

$130,000 to develop and implement water management initiatives, especially a trans-
boundary water agreement with Alberta, and

$425,000 to address the highest priority areas in the Action Plan for Drinking Water
Quality in the NWT not covered under current funding.
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Managing this Land

Work to Mitigate and Adapt to Climate Change Impacts
Wind Energy Electricity Supply

Alternative Energy Program

EcoTrust - mini hydro projects for communities

EcoTrust - residual heat project
EcoTrust - housing energy audits and solar water preheat

EcoTrust - wood pellets, hydro and other projects

Continuing to develop governance
Advance Devolution Discussions
Develop a Land Use Framework

Environmental stewardship
NWT Wood Bison Strategy and Caribou Studies
NWT Barren-ground Caribou Management Strategy

Improve Environment Monitoring
Western NWT Biophysical Study

Ecoregion Mapping

Protect Territorial Water

Participate in Management of Transboundary Waters

Water Quality & Waterborne Diseases - increase public awareness
Water Supply System Upgrades, Training and Support

Pilot Studies for Remote Monitoring and Testing Water Supplies

200,000
450,000
900,000
190,000
130,000
970,000

650,000
100,000

880,000
560,000

250,000
350,000

130,000
15,000
380,000
30,000

2,840,000

750,000

1,440,000

600,000

555,000

$

6,185,000
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Maximizing Opportunities

Maximizing Opportunities is about taking actions that will maximize the benefits from NWT
development and contribute to an economy that is balanced, diversified and sustainable.

Investments in key priorities that maximize the opportunities from economic development
will be made with the expectation that this support for trades and apprentices and
economic diversification will produce, in the long run, a balanced, diversified and
sustainable NWT economy. The 2008-09 Budget includes $11.7 million for the following
investments:

4

$2.8 million to lower the pupil teacher ratio in the trades training as a way of
emphasizing the trades, technical and work-related skills in NWT classrooms to help
students get a better understanding of the career opportunities in the trades and
develop better work-related skills and attitudes,

$100,000 to develop supports and plans to increase enrolments in apprenticeship
programs, especially for women and Aboriginal people,

$200,000 to support the operation and maintenance of the Aurora College Mobile
Trades Training Unit so that trades training can be expanded to include the College’s
Inuvik campus and outlying communities,

$1.2 million to support hiring apprentices in designated trades and occupations,

$100,000 for a marine services training program to help train employees to fill marine
engineering positions,

$610,000 to various departments to address pressures on government programs and
services associated with the proposed Mackenzie Valley Project and to prepare and
implement strategies to maximize benefits and minimize negative impacts,

$3 million in contribution funding to the NWT Energy Corporation for the proposed
Taltson Hydro Expansion Project, including development of a Project Development
Agreement with the Deze Energy Corporation and Power Purchasing Agreements with
the diamond mines,

$500,000 in increased support to NWT arts and culture, including hiring a coordinator
to help groups apply for funding,

$67,000 in one-time funding to undertake various activities aimed at promoting the
NWT at the 2010 Olympic Winter Games in Vancouver,

$1.6 million in a Tourism Product Diversification and Marketing Fund to provide
assistance for research to identify market needs and wants, provide funding to
individual operators for product development and provide assistance to Northwest
Territories Tourism to promote new opportunities and markets,

$1 million for the new Support to Entrepreneur and Economic Development (SEED)
Policy that will replace the Business Development Fund and grants to small business
policies,

$140,000 for parks operations, including a $50,000 increase in the territorial parks’
operations and maintenance budget and $90,000 for the general parks operating
budget, and

Communications ¢ Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories ® PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife ¢ NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111






+ $250,000 in additional funds for seasonal contracts for the delivery of regional, cultural
and interpretive park programs.

Maximizing Opportunities
Improve skills for living and working

Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) - Trades 2,810,000
Additional Support for Apprentices 100,000
Mobile Trades Training 200,000
Hiring New Apprentices in Designated Trades and Occupations 1,198,000
Marine Services Training Program 100,000
4,408,000
Maximize benefits from the MGP and related initiatives
MGP Strategic Investment 610,000
Energy Investment - Taltson 3,000,000
3,610,000
Promote NWT as a place to visit and live
Increased Support for the Arts 500,000
Promote the NWT at 2010 Olympics 67,000
567,000
Support diversification
Tourism Product Diversification and Marketing Fund 1,560,000
Acho Dene Koe First Nation Western Harvesters Assistance
Program 132,000
New SEED Policy and Enhanced Funding 1,000,000
Parks renewal - Operations and Maintenance 140,000
Cultural Interpretations at Parks 250,000
3,082,000
$ 11,667,000
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Reducing the Cost of Living

The cost of living is very high in the NWT and varies widely across the territory. Reducing
the Cost of Living is about taking actions to provide long-term solutions to address this
reality. The initiative includes implementing strategies that will improve the quality and
cost of shelter, improve transportation access to communities, address the factors that
impact the cost of goods and support individuals and families.

The 2008-09 Budget includes $24.7 million in funding initiatives aimed directly at reducing
the cost of living including:

2

*

4

$800,000 for energy awareness programs,

$100,000 to develop options to reduce the cost of electricity rates and regulations,
$400,000 to develop an NWT Hydro Strategy,

$17.1 million from the Northern Housing Trust to build affordable homes,

$200,000 to speed up Dempster Highway ice crossing construction so the highway is
open to commercial vehicle traffic sooner in the winter months,

$155,000 in additional funding for the senior citizens supplementary benefit, and

$6 million to fund the change in focus of the income security program from a program
of last resort to one that provides adequate financial assistance for basic needs and
supports people to achieve self-reliance.

Reducing the Cost of Living
Address factors that impact the cost of goods

EnerGuide for Houses 150,000
Energy Efficiency Incentive Program 400,000
Energy Information and Awareness 100,000
Support for Arctic Energy Alliance 150,000
Overall Review of Rates and Regulations 100,000
900,000
Improve quality and cost of shelter
NWT Hydro Strategy 400,000
Northern Housing Trust 17,100,000
17,500,000
Improve transportation access to communities
Dempster Highway Ice Bridge Construction Acceleration 200,000
200,000
Support families and individuals
Income Support - Senior Citizens Supplementary Benefit 155,000
Income Security Redesign 5,950,000
6,105,000
$ 24,705,000
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Refocusing Government

This initiative refocuses government on what is most important to the long-term viability
of the NWT and on delivering programs and services in the most efficient way. This
includes changes in services and service delivery.

Actions and investments during the 16™ Legislative Assembly will focus on undertaking a
review of government programs to ensure the effective use of resources, changing the
way the Government plans and delivers infrastructure, improving human resource
management, implementing changes to GNWT boards and agencies, ensuring effective
service delivery in smaller NWT communities and stabilizing the GNWT relationship with
non-government organizations.

The 2008-08 Budget includes $3.8 million in new initiatives including:

¢ $2.65 million to address the need for maintenance to maximize the useful life of
government buildings,

* $424,000 to establish a program review office,

¢ $175,000 to reduce government energy costs through a capital asset retrofit fund
and hiring of an Energy Management Specialist,

+ $150,000 to improve GNWT services in official languages by piloting single window
service centres for French with a planned extension to one or more Aboriginal
languages, and

+ $301,000 to provide satellite time, annual maintenance and translation services for a
Legislative Assembly Broadcasting system.

In addition, to new operating funding for the Refocusing Government initiative, the
2008-09 Budget includes $5 million in infrastructure investments to address the need for
maintenance to maximize the useful life of government buildings.

Refocusing Government
Change the GNWT's approach to infrastructure

Focus on Deferred Maintenance 2,650,000
2,650,000
Conduct Program Review 424,000
424,000
Managing the cost of government
Capital Asset Retrofit Fund 50,000
Energy Management Specialist 125,000
175,000
Strengthen service delivery
Support Official Languages 150,000
Legislative Assembly Territorial Broadcasting Solution 301,000
451,000
$ 3,700,000
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Tentative Collective Agreement Reached Between the Northwest
Territories Teachers’ Association and the Government of the NWT

YELLOWKNIFE (28 May 2008) - Following three very productive sessions of collective
bargaining, the Northwest Territories Teachers’ Association and the Government of the
Northwest Territories have reached a tentative agreement.

“We are very pleased with the progress we have collectively made. This agreement makes a
number of important changes that assist us in improving overall administration” said Minister
McLeod.

The President of the Northwest Territories Teachers’ Association, Amanda Mallon, was also
pleased with the new agreement. “We will be getting the new agreement out to our members as
quickly as possible so they can vote on it before the end of the school year.”

It is expected that the ratification process will be concluded by June 16, 2008. Details of the
tentative agreement will not be publicly released until the ratification process is completed.

For further information please contact:

Ms. Amanda Mallon Ms. Shaleen Woodward

President Director, Human Resources Strategy & Policy

NWT Teachers’ Association Department of Human Resources

873-8501 Government of the Northwest Territories
873-7786
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Ministers Meet to Increase Physical Activity

YELLOWKNIFE (May 28, 2008) - Federal, provincial and territorial Ministers of Sport,
Physical Activity and Recreation set targets to increase rates of physical activity among
Canada’s children and youth at their annual meeting in Victoria, B.C. last week. Ministers also
agreed to provide funding to support team travel to the North American Indigenous Games in
British Columbia later this summer.

The Honourable Helena Guergis, Secretary of State for Sport, announced that Sport Canada will
provide $1 million in funding to support team travel to the North American Indigenous Games to
be held in Duncan, British Columbia in August 2008. The funding will be distributed on a
formula basis to all provinces and territories. The announcement will result in additional funding
of $144,000 for Team NWT, according to the Honourable Michael McLeod, Minister of
Municipal and Community Affairs. “When combined with other funding from the Government
of the Northwest Territories, this will support more than 250 athletes, coaches and officials to
attend the Games,” said Minister McLeod.

Ministers heard from representatives of the Canadian Fitness and Lifestyle Research Institute
that 90% of Canadian children and youth are not active enough to meet Canada’s guidelines for
physical activity.

“We agreed that the need to find ways to encourage youth to be more active is a top priority for
all jurisdictions in Canada”, said Minister McLeod. Ministers have agreed to try to change
national trends by seeing all children and youth increase their physical activity levels by 30
minutes per day by 2015.

Ministers will also continue to monitor physical activity levels among adults in every province
and territory. Progress is being made towards the goal set by Ministers in 2003, to increase
physical activity among adults by 10% by 2010.

For more information: contact:

Kevin Brezinski st
Manager, Policy and Planning
Municipal and Community Affairs - R oo
(867) 873-7512 Mk 29 20,
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Northerners Must Manage the North

YELLOWKNIFE (28 May, 2008) -- Northerners must be allowed to make decisions
concerning their own economic future, Northwest Territories (NWT) Premier Floyd Roland
reiterated today.

Responding to calls from the World Wildlife Federation to postpone the proposed June 2, 2008
issuance of four oil and gas leases in the Beaufort Sea, the NWT Premier emphasized his
government’s increasing frustration with southern-based, advocacy groups promoting decisions
which impact on the lives and economic future of Northerners.

“This call by the World Wildlife Federation speaks to the issue of Northern control over
Northern resources. A southern-based group cannot be allowed to influence decisions concerning
the future of our Northern economy,” said Premier Roland.

$613 million was committed to oil and gas exploration in the NWT last year including record
bids brought forward by Imperial Oil and Exxon Mobil to explore offshore in the Beaufort Sea.
The Government of the Northwest Territories supports and encourages responsible and managed
development of the NWT’s resource sector.

“Investment in oil and gas exploration has enabled residents of the Beaufort Delta to build
business capacity and participate fully in our economy,” said Premier Roland.

The Premier pointed to federal regulatory regimes and northern regulatory management systems
already in place in the Northwest Territories.

“Northern management regimes and systems balance the critical need for economic opportunity
and self reliance with traditional and scientific practices that ensure negative impacts on the
environment and wildlife are mitigated,” Premier Roland said. “They provide a process that
meaningfully engages Northerners in the decision-making process.”

For more information;

Julia Mott
Cabinet Communications

Office of the Premier - ’“’,’i“;";,: I

Government of the Northwest Territories - N3
(867) 669-2304 LGS |
(867) 445-5669 cell | MAY 27 2088

Julia_mott@gov.nt.ca

Ve brae s
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AFN National Day of Action

YELLOWKNIFE (29 May, 2008) - The 2" National Day of Action organized by the Assembly
of First Nations to raise awareness about the concerns and challenges of First Nations citizens,
was acknowledged today by Northwest Territories (NWT) Premier Floyd K. Roland. Premier
Roland joined other western Premiers in observing the National Day of Action while in Prince
Albert, Saskatchewan attending the 2008 Western Premiers’ Conference.

“The GNWT supports the Assembly of First Nations in raising awareness about issues facing
First Nations citizens. We encourage all governments to work to improve the lives and living
conditions of Aboriginal peoples throughout Canada. Collectively, we can and should, be
making progress in improving the quality of life of Aboriginal Canadians, ” said Premier Roland.

“In the NWT, we work in partnership and cooperation with Aboriginal governments and
organizations. I meet regularly with regional Aboriginal Leaders to discuss a wide range of
issues including governance, program and service delivery, and stewardship of land and water,”
said Premier Roland. “Successfully concluding land, resource and self-government agreements
continues to be a key priority of the Government of the Northwest Territories.”

Premier Roland encouraged Northerners to use the Day of Action as an opportunity to learn
more about the challenges facing Aboriginal communities and peoples. “The National Day of
Action should be a peaceful and respectful way in which to raise awareness of the challenges
being faced by Aboriginal Canadians,” said Premier Roland.

For more information:

Julia Mott

Cabinet Communications

Office of the Premier

Government of the Northwest Territories
(867) 669-2304 — PSS
(867) 445-5669 cell ! NWT.
Julia_mott@gov.nt.ca {LEGISLAT/"

MAY29 2008
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Premier Roland welcomes international focus on the Arctic,
notes importance of key projects in NWT

YELLOWKNIFE (29 May, 2008) - Northwest Territories (NWT) Premier Floyd Roland called
for faster work on two major northern projects, as leaders of circumpolar countries met today in
Greenland to discuss the future of the Arctic Ocean.

Canada is among the countries meeting to discuss issues regarding the future development and
management of the Arctic Ocean. Participants are expected to discuss international claims to the
subsea continental shelf, under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

Premier Roland reaffirmed the need for Canada to continue asserting its arctic sovereignty, and
stressed the importance of developing Canada’s arctic resources in order to do so.

“The best way to assert sovereignty over our Northern lands and resources is to use them. As the
Prime Minister rightly said, “use it or lose it”, said Premier Roland. “This means moving
forward on key resource and transportation projects that will clearly demonstrate our Northern
ownership.”

The NWT government is investing in building strong NWT communities where families and
communities share the benefits and responsibilities of a unified, environmentally sustainable, and
prosperous territory.

An effective way of helping Northerners continue as stewards of Canadian sovereignty is to
ensure economically sustainable communities throughout the North. The NWT government is
investing in building strong communities where families and communities share the benefits and
responsibilities of a unified, environmentally sustainable, and prosperous territory. Premier
Roland emphasized how federal support for major projects is essential.

“Investing in key transportation projects like the Mackenzie Valley Highway will help bring
people, goods, and investment into the North, and help Canada’s Northern communities grow
and prosper,” said Premier Roland. “And moving forward now on the Mackenzie Gas Project
will assert our sovereignty over arctic resources in a significant way.”

“I can’t imagine a more clear assertion of our country’s Northern sovereignty than building these
world-class projects.”
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Premier Roland also stressed that projects must be developed in ways that respect the Northern
environment.

“I'm pleased to see that Canada has discussed the need for sustainable development at this
week’s meeting,” said Premier Roland. “It’s important to us in the NWT that we balance
development with protection, and make appropriate choices as we grow.”

Premier Roland will be discussing economic development and transportation in the NWT when
he meets with other Western Premiers this week.

For more information:

Julia Mott

Cabinet Communications

Office of the Premier

Government of the Northwest Territories
(867) 669-2304

(867) 445-5669 cell
Julia_mott@gov.nt.ca
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Press Release - For Inmediate Release

Northwest Territories to Host
Second National Aboriginal Women’s Summit

Yellowknife, NT (May 30, 2008) — The Northwest Territories (NWT) will host a major
intergovernmental and Aboriginal gathering this summer as NWT Premier Floyd Roland partners with
Beverley Jacobs, President of the Native Women’s Association of Canada (NWAC), in co-hosting the
second National Aboriginal Women’s Summit. With support from the Government of Canada, this
historic gathering is scheduled for July 29" to 31% in Yellowknife.

“I am proud to continue the important work needed to address issues critical to Aboriginal women in
Canada,” said Premier Roland. “Aboriginal women play a vital role in the Northwest Territories and all of
the North so I am especially pleased the follow-up Summit will be hosted here in Yellowknife. Delegates
from coast to coast to coast will meet to work towards continuing to improve the social and economic
conditions of Aboriginal women wherever they live, both on or off reserve or in rural or urban areas.”

“The Native Women’s Association of Canada is honoured to be able to co-host this significant meeting,”
said President Jacobs. “We need to embrace the success of the historic first National Aboriginal Women’s
Summit held last summer in Corner Brook, Newfoundland and Labrador to build upon the solid
recommendations to pave the way for strong women and strong communities for Aboriginal women
across-Canada.” -

The goal during NAWS 2 is to advance the principles and recommendations agreed to at Corner Brook
and assist in developing strategic action items.

“The Northwest Territories is continuing to work with the Native Women’s Association of Canada, other
National Aboriginal Organizations, provinces and territories and Aboriginal governments to ensure that
the Summit will be a success,” said Premier Roland. “It is important the voices of Aboriginal women are
heard. The sharing of their wisdom and experience is essential to the healthy future of our territory and
our country.”

Details about NAWS 2 along with the final report from the first NAWS can be found at the newly
launched website at: www.naws-sfna.ca.

For further details:

Julia Mott

Government of the Northwest Territories
(867) 669-2304, (867) 445-5669 mobile, julia_mott@gov.nt.ca

Joshua Kirkey, Media Coordinator or

Robert McDonald, Team Lead of Communications and Education

Native Women’s Association of Canada

(613) 722-3033 ext. 231, (613) 290-5680 mobile, jkirkey@nwac-hq.org
(613) 722-3033 ext. 252, (613) 850-6922 mobile, rmcdonald@nwac-hq.org
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Les Territoires du Nord-Ouest seront I’hote
du deuxiéme Sommet national des femmes autochtones

Yellowknife (TNO), le 30 mai 2008 — Les Territoires du Nord-Ouest (TNO) seront 1’hote d’un important
rassemblement intergouvernemental et autochtone cet été. Le premier ministre des TNO, Floyd Roland, et la
présidente de 1’Association des femmes autochtones du Canada (AFAC), Beverley Jacobs, seront les hotes du
deuxiéme Sommet national des femmes autochtones. Cet événement historique, rendu possible grice a I’aide
financiére du gouvernement du Canada, se déroulera du 29 au 31 juillet & Yellowknife.

« Je suis heureux de poursuivre I’important travail qui a été amorcé afin de soulever les questions qui sont
primordiales pour les femmes autochtones au Canada », a mentionné le premier ministre Roland. « Les femmes
autochtones jouent un role fondamental aux Territoires du Nord-Ouest et partout dans le Nord. Je suis donc tres
heureux que le prochain Sommet ait lieu ici & Yellowknife. Des délégués de partout au pays se rencontreront pour
tenter d’améliorer les conditions sociales et économiques des femmes autochtones et de leurs familles, qu’elles vivent
dans une réserve ou a l'extérieur de celle-ci ou dans une région rurale ou urbaine. »

« L’ Association des femmes autochtones du Canada est honorée d’étre I’un des hotes de cet important événement », a
indiqué la présidente Beverly Jacobs. « Nous devons profiter du succeés obtenu lors du premier Sommet national des
femmes autochtones qui a eu lieu I’été dernier & Corner Brook, Terre-Neuve-et-Labrador. Ainsi, nous pourrons tirer
parti des solides recommandations qui ont été émises et paver la voie & celles qui font la force des collectivités,
particuliérement les femmes autochtones de partout au Canada. »

L’objectif du SNFA II est d’aller de I’avant avec les recommandations et les principes auxquels les intervenants se
sont entendus & Corner Brook et d’aider a élaborer des programmes d’action stratégiques.

« Les Territoires du Nord-Ouest continuent de travailler avec I’ Association des femmes autochtones du Canada, les
associations autochtones nationales, les provinces, les territoires et les gouvernements autochtones afin de s’assurer
que le Sommet soit un succeés », a ajouté le premier ministre Roland. « Il est important que les voix des femmes
autochtones soient entendues. Le partage de leur sagesse et de leur expérience est primordial si I’on veut assurer a
notre territoire et a notre pays un avenir sain. »

De I’information détaillée sur le SNFA II et le rapport final du SNFA I sont disponibles sur le site Web
www.naws-sfna.ca, qui a été spécialement créé pour I’événement.

Pour plus d’information :

Julia Mott, coordonnatrice aux communications
Gouvernement des Territoires du Nord-Ouest
867-669-2304, 867-445-5669 (cell.) julia_mott@gov.nt.ca

Joshua Kirkey, coordonnateur de médias ou

Robert McDonald, chef d’équipe, Communications et Education
Association des femmes autochtones du Canada

613-722-3033, poste 231, 613-290-5680 cell., jkirkey@nwac-hg.org
613-722-3033, poste 252, 613-850-6922 cell., rmcdonald@nwac-hg.org

Communications * Bureau du premier ministre et du Conseil exécutif
Gouvernement des Territoires du Nord-Ouest ¢ C. P. 1320 ¢ Yellowknife e NT « X1A 2L9
Tél. : 867-669-2304  Fax : 867-873-0111
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R(16)030608068
Traditional Skills Strengthen Cultural Links for Youth

YELLOWKNIFE (June 3, 2008) - Over 100 students from the Kalemi Dene School in N’dilo
and the Kaw Tay Whee School in Dettah are learning and applying traditional life skills over the
next two weeks in a Government of the Northwest Territories sponsored Traditional Skills
Education Project.

The Program, supported under the Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment‘s Take a
Kid Trapping Program, is enabling Dene elders to pass on traditional practices for tanning moose
hides, preparing food, creating tools and teaching Dene Games. It will also feature the traditional
construction of a birch bark canoe.

“The original people of our Territory have a long proud history of self-reliance and self-
sufficiency,” said Industry, Tourism and Investment Minister Bob McLeod. “The transfer of
traditional life skills ensures that these values are sustained — and important social and cultural
links are maintained to the land and its resources.”

The project is just one of many traditional life skills projects provided annually for school age
youth by Industry, Tourism and Investment in partnership with the Departments of Municipal
and Community Affairs and Environment and Natural Resources.

Since 2002, over 4000 youth have participated in different components of the Department’s Take
a Kid Trapping Program.

Additional resources for this week’s Traditional Skills Education Project are being provided
through cash and “in kind” contributions from the Department of Education, Culture and
Employment and the Yellowknives Dene First Nation.

Government investment in the NWT’s Traditional Economy offers NWT residents opportunities
and choices to improve their quality of living.

For more information, contact:

Julia Mott John Colford

Cabinet Communications Manager, Traditional Economy
Office of the Premier Industry, Tourism and Investment
Government of the Northwest Territories (867) 873-7383

(867) 669-2304

Communications * Office of the Premier and Executive Council b ey
Government of the Northwest Territories * PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT » X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2304 » Fax: (867) 873-0111 N UL 20
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Tourism Week June 2-8, 2008

YELLOWKNIFE (June 2, 2008) —Tourism Week June 2-8, 2008 is - a nation-wide celebration
of Canada’s $71 billion tourism industry and its enormous contributions to the Canadian
economy.

‘In the Northwest Territories, tourism is by far the largest renewable resource based industry and

one that Minister of Industry, Tourism and Investment Bob McLeod says can offer many spin-
off benefits. “It is an area of investment that has the potential to establish and grow viable and
sustainable ventures in every one of our 33 communities,” he said.

Sixty three thousand visitors spent more than $113 million here in the 2006/2007 tourism season
through operators, outfitters and service providers. Business travelers accounted for almost 50%
of annual tourism revenue in the NWT last year at $54.7 million.

The Delta Beaufort area is capitalizing on this significant business travel and for the summer of
2008 will be hosting the Inuvik Petroleum Show, the Canadian Rural Revitalization Conference
and the Governor General’s Leadership Conference.

Last summer, tourism traffic at the 60™ Parallel Visitor Information Centre was up by 32% from
2006. Tourism travel by road to Fort Simpson rose almost 20%. Camping permits issued in the
NWT increased in 2007 - by 17.5% to the South Slave and 16% in the North Slave Regions.

“Strengthening the links between tourism and other components of our local economies such as
our Arts and Fine Crafts sector will help create sustainable and diversified economic
opportunities in even the smallest of our communities,” Minister McLeod noted.

Last year the Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment introduced the Tourism Product
Diversification and Marketing Program to assist NWT tourism operators in recreating or
expanding their tourism products and operations to meet an identified and growing market for
non-consumptive outdoor adventure.

To date, more than $1,183,000 has been provided to NWT tourism operators to support business
planning, product and product package development, as well as marketing.

For more information contact:

Richard Zieba Drew Williams

Director, Tourism and Parks Manager, Communications
Industry, Tourism and Investment Industry, Tourism and Investment
(867) 873-7902 (867)920-8696

NWT
LEGISI AT/
Communications ° Office of the Premier and Executive Council .’UN
Government of the Northwest Territories * PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife ¢ NT ¢ Xl}L 219 0 2 m
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111 | 3
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Premier Roland secures support
for Key NWT Priorities from Western Premiers

YELLOWKNIFE (2 June, 2008) - Northwest Territories NWT) Premier Floyd Roland promoted
his vision for the NWT and secured the support of his fellow Premiers on priority issues for the
Northwest Territories — including infrastructure such as the Mackenzie Valley highway, energy,
health care and economic development — as he and other Premiers met last week in Prince Albert,
Saskatchewan for the 2008 Western Premiers Conference.

Transportation

Premier Roland presented to his fellow Premiers on the key issue of transportation in rural, remote
and northern communities. He said investments in Northern transportation corridors will help
reduce the cost of living and encourage economic growth, helping to assert Canada’s Northern
sovereignty.

Western Premiers agreed and gave their support, saying they “recognize that the economic
development of the territories is critical to Canada’s future.”

Premiers also called on the federal government to work with the territories on infrastructure
priorities, citing the Mackenzie Valley Highway specifically as one of the “critical projects [that]
are necessary to unlock the economic potential of the North.”

Premier Roland said he appreciates the support of his fellow Western Premiers as the Northwest
Territories moved forward on its priorities. “I am pleased that all Western Premiers recognize the
many economic opportunities in the Northwest Territories, and the important economic role the
Northwest Territories can play in Canada’s future,” said Premier Roland.

Energy

Western Premiers also discussed the need for alternative energy sources, such as hydro power, to
reduce Northern dependence on diesel. “We have incredible hydroelectric potential in the NWT,”
said Premier Roland. “Now we need to seek out public and private partners to unlock this potential
with innovative technologies.”

Premier Roland also promoted the important role the NWT has in bolstering Canada’s reputation as
an energy superpower, with the proposed Mackenzie Gas Project under review and once again
called upon the Joint Review Panel to conclude their report quickly and efficiently.

Communications ¢ Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories ¢ PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife e NT ¢ X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 - Fax: (867) 873-0111







During their discussions Premiers talked about the need to consider alternative energy sources as
complementary sources to reduce dependency on diesel as the fuel source for Northern
communities. Premiers were receptive to the NWT message about the work being done in our
territory to develop our rich hydro potential and to be a leader in the area of wind technology. In
considering clean alternative energy, there is widespread recognition that the NWT is sitting on
huge resource potential that will eventually be tapped through the development of the Mackenzie
Gas Pipeline.

Northern Sovereignty

Western Premiers discussed the “critical role of rural and remote Northern communities in
exercising Canadian sovereignty.” Premier Roland talked about the importance of greater economic
development in the Northwest Territories to ensure thriving communities who use the land every
day will underscore the assertion of Canada’s sovereignty over Northern lands and resources.

“To assert our Northern sovereignty we need to encourage investment and development of the
North,” said Premier Roland. “As the Prime Minster has said, we ‘use it or lose it.””

Along with his fellow Western Premiers, Premier Roland met with U.S. Ambassador to Canada
David Wilkins. Serious concerns were raised with Ambassador Wilkins regarding the USA’s
addition of polar bears to its list of threatened species. The decision stands to negatively impact
northern communities that rely on U.S. tourism.

“The best stewards of the North are Northerners who live there,” said Premier Roland.
“Governments need to avoid arbitrary decisions pushed by special interest groups in the south, who
don’t have proper regard for the northern communities affected by these decisions.”

Premier Roland said he’s pleased with the outcomes from the Western Premiers Conference. “I
appreciated the opportunity to discuss the future of the Northwest Territories with my western and
Northern colleagues,” said Premier Roland. “They recognize the North’s tremendous economic
potential and I welcome their support on some key priorities. Now with this support in hand, we
need to roll up our sleeves and take action.”

The official communiqués are available at http://www.scics.gc.ca/confer08 e.html
For more information contact:

Julia Mott

Cabinet Communications

Office of the Premier

Government of the Northwest Territories
(867) 669-2304

(867) 445-5669 cell
Julia_mott@gov.nt.ca

Communications * Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories ¢ PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife e NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111
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Services TNO Open for Business

YELLOWKNIFE (June 6, 2008) — A one-stop location to access government programs and
services in French has opened in Yellowknife and online.

Two full-time bilingual staff will offer non-specialized front-line services and information on
Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) department and agency programs and
services in French. Services will be provided to francophones outside of Yellowknife through a
toll-free number and website.

The centre will be an added point of service delivery, and will not replace any existing service
delivery points of any department or agency of the GNWT. In order to better meet the public
demand for services and information, the services and information provided at the centre will be
flexible and change according to customer needs.

A formal opening is planned for June 18, 2008, but Services TNO is already open for business in
the Laing Building, first floor, in offices adjacent to the NWT Human Rights Commission, on
Franklin Avenue. Services can also be accessed at www.servicestno.ca or toll-free at 1-866-561-
1664.

Funding for this pilot project is being provided by the Department of Canadian Heritage.
For more information, contact:

Shawn McCann

Manager, Public Affairs

Education, Culture and Employment
Tel: (867) 920-6222
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R(16)050608071
Services TNO ouvert au public

Yellowknife, le 6 juin 2008 — Un endroit unique ol 1’on peut avoir accés aux programmes et
services gouvernementaux en frangais vient d’ouvrir ses portes a Yellowknife et de lancer son
site Web.

Deux employés bilingues a temps plein offriront des services de premiére ligne non spécialisés et
de I’information en frangais pour les ministeres et organismes du GTNO. Des services seront
aussi fournis aux francophones a l'extérieur de Yellowknife grace & un numéro sans frais et un
site Web.

Le Centre de services sera un nouveau centre de prestation de services et ne remplacera pas les
points de prestation de services des ministeres ou organismes du GTNO. Afin de mieux répondre
a la demande du public, l'information et les services offerts au Centre seront flexibles et pourront
étre modifiés en fonction des besoins de la clientele.

L'ouverture officielle est prévue pour le 18 juin 2008, mais Services TNO est déja ouvert. Ses
bureaux sont situé€s au rez-de-chaussée de l'édifice Laing sur l'avenue Franklin, a coté de la
Commission des droits de la personne. Pour communiquer avec Services TNO, visitez le
www.servicestno.ca ou téléphonez sans frais au 1-866-561-1664.

Le financement de ce projet pilote a été fourni par Patrimoine canadien.
Pour plus d’information :

Shawn McCann

Gestionnaire, Affaires publiques
Education, Culture et Formation
Tél. : 867-920-6222

AP SRS
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Drive Alive! joining forces with BHP Billiton

YELLOWKNIFE (5 June, 2008) - The Department of Transportation’s Drive Alive!
transportation safety information program, is joining forces with BHP Billiton to help keep
young bicyclists safe announced the Minister of Transportation Norman Yakeleya in the
Legislature today.

BHP Billiton, the owner of the Ekati Diamond Mine, is purchasing 500 helmets for distribution
across the Northwest Territories (NWT) as part of Drive Alive's helmet safety campaign.
Community Health Representatives from Health and Social Services are distributing the helmets
in each community outside Yellowknife.

BHP Billiton already supplies 300 bicycle helmets for distribution by Yellowknife Municipal
Enforcement. These are to be distributed at the Yellowknife Bike Rodeo on Sunday, June 8.
Drive Alive! is encouraging the use of bike rodeos to promote safe biking practices, using the
very successful Yellowknife Bike Rodeo as a model.

Minister Yakeleya said the collaboration with BHP Billiton is an example of how corporate
generosity can benefit people across the NWT. "There is a real need for young people to-growup
using helmets," he said. "This will go a long way to making the use of protected equipment
accepted in each community, and I applaud BHP Billiton's initiative."

"Promoting zero harm and safety in our operations is a priority of Ekati Diamond Mine,” said
Ricus Grimbeek, President and Chief Operating Officer of BHP Billiton Diamonds Inc. " Our
contribution to the Drive Alive! program is our commitment to community safety, and if we can
save one person from harm, it will be well worth our investment."

Drive Alive! is the transportation safety information program of the Government of Northwest
Territories.

For more information contact:

Earl Blacklock f" NWT |
Manager, Public Affairs and Communications (LEGISLATIVF TARY !
Department of Transportation | JUN 05 28

Tel: (867) 873-7712 R

Communications * Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories ¢ PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife ¢ NT « X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 * Fax: (867) 873-0111
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NWT Government Supports and Welcomes Significant Investments in
Arctic Exploration

YELLOWKNIFE (6 June 2008) — Premier Roland welcomed companies tendering bids to explore
for oil and gas in the Beaufort Sea and Mackenzie Valley and Central Mackenzie Delta, saying that
such significant investment will help foster greater economic development in the Northwest

Territories (NWT).

“Residents of the Beaufort Delta have benefited from oil and gas exploration investment which has
helped them participate more fully in the economy,” said Premier Roland. “Today’s bids are further
proof that we have immense economic opportunities in the NWT that are waiting to be unlocked.”

“We will promote these opportunities and attract the investment needed to turn them into new jobs
and opportunities for Northerners,” said Premier Roland. “This investment by industry will
complement investments by governments in priorities like the Mackenzie Gas Project and the
Mackenzie Valley Highway.”

The Government of the Northwest Territories has placed a priority on encouraging greater
economic development inthe NWT; including oil and gas development.- The NWT’s-discovered oil
reserves are estimated at 2.8 billion barrels, and its reserves of natural gas are estimated at almost 11
trillion cubic feet.

Premier Roland also said that a key government priority is to ensure that economic development is
balanced with environmental protection.

“NWT residents are strongly connected to the land, environment and wildlife,” said the Premier.
“It’s important these are protected, and it’s essential that we make Northern decisions about

Northern lands so that we can make appropriate choices as we grow.”

For more information contact:

Julia Mott

Cabinet Communications —— —
Office of the Premier T NWT |
Government of the Northwest Territories | LEGISLATV/E * 1m0 aRY
(867) 669-2304 “ JUN 06 m

(867) 445-5669
Julia_mott@gov.nt.ca

Communications ¢ Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories * PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife « NT ¢ X1A 219
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111
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Community Fire Protection Handbook

YELLOWKNIFE (June 11, 2008) — The release of the Community Fire Protection Handbook was
announced today by the Honourable Michael McLeod, Minister of Municipal and Community
Affairs (MACA). Delegates attending the Northwest Territories Fire Chiefs Association’s Annual
General Meeting in Yellowknife were among the first to receive this valuable resource.

“Local Assistants and Fire Chiefs play an important part in the fire safety of our communities,” said
Minister McLeod. “The Community Fire Protection Handbook provides another resource to assist
them in this critical function.”

The Community Fire Protection Handbook addresses topics to assist fire officials in making
decisions to implement and improve fire services in their community. The Handbook contains fire
prevention guidelines and practices as well as the relevant Territorial legislation, regulations and
National Fire and Building Codes.

For more information about the Community Fire Prevention Handbook, please contact the Assistant
Fire Marshal in your region or visit the MACA website at www.maca.gov.nt.ca.

For more information contact:
Kevin Brezinski
Manager, Policy and Planning

Municipal and Community Affairs
(867) 873-7512

A
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Premier Roland Responds to the
Federal Residential School Apology

YELLOWKNIFE (11 June, 2008) - This afternoon in the Legislative Assembly of the Northwest
Territories Premier Floyd Roland responded to Prime Minister Harper’s apology to the survivors of
residential schools.

Premier Roland said “Earlier this afternoon Prime Minister Stephen Harper provided a statement of
apology to former students of Aboriginal residential schools. 1 would like to offer this
government’s acknowledgement of the Prime Minister’s apology to the Aboriginal people of
Canada and the generations of families who have been hurt by the residential school system.”

The Premier went on to say that this apology is a necessary step on the healing journey of those who
have suffered. Premier Roland said “Let us pause for a moment from our discussions and debates
today to remember and pray for those students and family members who have suffered as a result of
the residential school system.”

Government of the Northwest Territories employees who wished to watch the federal apology to
former students of residential schools, or to attend events in their community related to the apology
were granted casual leave to do so.

To view Premier Roland’s full statement please visit the Government of the Northwest Territories
website at http://www.gov.nt.ca/thisweek/news/index.html.

For more information contact:

Julia Mott

Cabinet Communications

Office of the Premier

Government of the Northwest Territories
(867) 669-2304 g
(867) 445-5669 "

Julia_mott@gov.nt.ca , HEGIS: : f
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Minister's Statement Page 1 of 1

Government of Canada Residential Schools Apology
Premier Floyd Roland

' ’'nesday, June 11, 2008

L .ement to the Legislative Assembly

Mr. Speaker, earlier this afternoon Prime Minister Stephen Harper provided a statement of apology to former
students of Aboriginal residential schools. I would like to offer this government’s acknowledgement of the Prime
Minister’s apology to the Aboriginal people and their families who have been hurt by their attendance at
residential schools.

Most people in this territory have been impacted in some way by the effect of residential schools. Many have
family or friends that were affected. Over half of the Members of this Assembly attended residential schools
ourselves. All of us have witnessed the loss, sorrow and devastation caused by these schools. Many of the
challenges Northerners face, from loss of language, culture and family connection, to addictions and further
abuses, stem from the difficult personal and family situations created by the residential school system in our
communities.

The Prime Minister’s apology is a glimmer of hope for Northern students who passed through a dark part of
Canadian history, and finally marks the beginning of a period of healing and recovery. This apology is a
necessary step on the healing journey of those who have suffered and suffer still. It does not mean the harm
done to them by residential schools will go away, but allows for a new chapter in this sorrowful book. A turning
of the page that signals a new beginning and a time of reconciliation and hope for Aboriginal families across our
land. Mr. Speaker, we have a great deal of work ahead to help those affected deal with the indignities,
degradation and suffering that resulted from residential schools. Much of the planning we do in this legislature is
bound to the events of the residential school system.

" ome there has been a positive side to their experience. Students met lifelong friends, and received an
e. .cation that started them on a successful career path, as we witnessed recently at the Yellowknife reunion of
one NWT residential school.

Mr. Speaker, the GNWT has granted casual leave to employees wishing to watch the apology or attend events
marking the occasion. Let us also pause for a moment from our discussions and debates today to remember
and pray for those students and family members who have suffered as a result of the residential school system.
Let us reflect on their suffering, and also on their strength. Let us honour the culture, language and community
that has been retained, even as we mourn what was tragically lost.

Thank you.

http://www.exec.gov.nt.ca/currentnews/speechDetails.asp?varStatement ID=698 6/11/2008
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Deh Cho Bridge Information
Available on Transportation Website

YELLOWKNIFE (June 18, 2008) - Members of the public who are interested in viewing
documents related to the Deh Cho Bridge, as well as updates on the construction of the Deh Cho
Bridge, can visit the department's website at www.dot.gov.nt.ca. Posted documents related to the
Deh Cho Bridge, including the Concession Agreement and Schedules, can be found on the Deh
Cho Bridge page under the Travel tab at the top of the Home page.

Construction of the Deh Cho Bridge is continuing on schedule. The public is advised to watch
for crews and heavy equipment operating near the ferry landings on both sides of the Mackenzie
River.

Construction has had a minimal effect on the operations of the Merv Hardie ferry. While traffic
volumes on the ferry have increased due to construction activity, average wait times are at
normal levels for passenger traffic. The traveling public is reminded to slow down and drive
carefully in construction zones.

For more information, please contact:

Earl Blacklock

Manager of Public Affairs and Communications
Department of Transportation

(867) 873-7712
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NWT Water Strategy Framework

YELLOWKNIFE (June 19, 2008) — The Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(ENR) in collaboration with Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) NWT Regional office, is
seeking input into the development of a Northwest Territories (NWT) Water Resources
Management Strategy to address the current and potential challenges to water resources
management in the NWT.

“Wetlands, deltas and water flows throughout northern Alberta and the southern Northwest
Territories are changing, and the increased demand for energy and development requires that our
concerns about water are heard and acted upon”, said ENR Minister Michael Miltenberger. “A
Water Resources Management Strategy should help us ensure that development activities do not
substantially alter waters that flow into or through the NWT in quality or quantity.”

A discussion paper entitled Northern Voices, Northern Waters: Towards A Water Resources
Management Strategy for the NWT presents a sense of what the future management of NWT waters
could be. It sets out both the form of a future Water Resources Management Strategy and the kinds
of actions that could be undertaken to develop and implement a Strategy.

NWT residents;-Aboriginal governments-and-organizations, and interested stakeholders will all have
opportunity to contribute to the development of a Strategy. An NWT Water Resources
Management Strategy will incorporate traditional knowledge and recognize and respect Aboriginal
and Treaty rights, land claim agreements and self-government agreements.

“Northern Voices, Northern Waters is presented in the form of an outline,” said Minister
Miltenberger. “It shows what could be included in an NWT Water Resources Management Strategy
that should help us facilitate sound water resources management, especially regarding community
public water supplies, transboundary waters and aquatic ecosystems.”

Consultations with Aboriginal governments and interested stakeholders will continue into the fall of
2008 and a final Strategy will be completed in March 2009.

For more information, contact:

Brad Poulter  NW.IT
Cabinet Communications HLEGISLATY
Office of the Premier JUN 19 2008
Government of the Northwest Territories ‘
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NWT Deputy Minister of Justice Appointed to the
Supreme Court of the NWT

YELLOWKNIFE (19 June, 2008) — The Northwest Territories Deputy Minister of Justice, Donald
Cooper, has resigned his position with the government. Mr. Cooper has been appointed by the
federal government as a judge of the Supreme Court of the Northwest Territories.

Premier Roland said “I wish Mr. Cooper the best in his new position and thank him for his years of
service with the Government of the Northwest Territories. He will certainly be missed.”

Justice Minister Jackson Lafferty said, “I would like to thank Mr. Cooper for his contribution to the
Department over the years and for sharing his experience with his colleagues. I wish him well in his
future endeavor.”

Mr. Cooper leaves the Government of the Northwest Territories effective immediately. A new
deputy minister will be appointed in the coming weeks, in the meantime Premier Roland has
appointed Ms. Bronwyn Watters, currently Assistant Deputy Minister, Solicitor General, as Acting
Deputy Minister of Justice.

For more information contact:

Julia Mott

Cabinet Communications

Office of the Premier

Government of the Northwest Territories
(867) 669-2304

(867) 445-5669 cell
Julia_mott@gov.nt.ca
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“BUILDING CANADA” FUNDING
PASSES FIRST MILESTONE IN NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
The Governments of Canada and Northwest Territories sign the Provincial-Territorial Base
Funding Agreement

Yellowknife, Northwest Territories, June 19, 2008 — Today, the governments of Canada and
Northwest Territories have signed the Provincial-Territorial (PT) Base Funding Agreement under
the Building Canada infrastructure plan. The Agreement was announced by the Honourable
Lawrence Cannon, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities, and the Honourable
Michael McLeod, Minister of Public Works and Services, Minister of Municipal and Community
Affairs, and Minister Responsible for Youth for the Government of the Northwest Territories.

The signing of the PT Base Funding Agreement is an important step toward providing federal
funding to the Northwest Territories under the Provincial-Territorial Base Funding Initiative (PT
Base Fund). Under this Agreement, the Northwest Territories will receive more than $25 million
annually from the Government of Canada, for a total of $185.8 million through to 2014. These
funds will be used to support core infrastructure priorities such as the Kakisa River Bridge
Replacement, as well as community priorities such as water and wastewater treatment initiatives.
Both governments are working to finalize the plan that will identify the initiatives that will
benefit from the PT Base Fund in the first year.

“Through our Building Canada plan, we recognize the unique infrastructure challenges in the
North. Today, we are making real progress in delivering upon those infrastructure needs most
critical to residents of the Northwest Territories,” said Minister Cannon. “Our Government is
pleased to sign the Base Funding Agreement with the Government of the Northwest Territories.”

“The Base Funding Agreement clearly demonstrates that governments can work together in the
best interests of Northerners,” said the Honourable Chuck Strahl, Minister of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development and Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians. “This is a
significant federal investment in infrastructure that will help strengthen communities in the
Northwest Territories.”

“This funding will build on the success of other infrastructure partnerships with Canada, like the
Canada Strategic Infrastructure Fund and the Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund, to support
critical infrastructure needs across the Northwest Territories. It will-also-enable the Government
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of the Northwest Territories to further support community governments in addressing their
urgent priorities,” said Minister McLeod.

“The signing of this agreement is an important step in helping to address the North’s unique
infrastructure needs. It provides stable, long term funding that can be targeted at the NWT’s most
pressing transportation system requirements,” added the Honourable Norman Yakeleya, Minister
of Transportation, Minister Responsible for Seniors, and Minister Responsible for the Northwest
Territories Power Corporation.

Under the PT Base Fund, each jurisdiction will receive $25 million per year from 2007 to 2014.
This amount will be augmented in each of the territories to include their allocations under the
Building Canada Fund. In the Northwest Territories, this represents a total allocation of

$185.8 million through to 2014 to help address core infrastructure priorities at both the territorial
and community level. Under this agreement, both governments have agreed that a minimum of
$16 million of this funding will be allocated to community-based infrastructure and expect that
the final amount will be higher. In recognition of the unique challenges of the North, federal
cost-sharing for the PT Base Fund in each of the territories will be up to 75%.

Money from the PT Base Funding Agreement will flow up-front and on a regular, predictable
basis. Provinces and territories will be able to pool, bank, borrow against and cash manage these
financial resources. Receiving governments will provide a plan of how they will use these
federal funds.

In addition, all communities across the Northwest Territories will benefit from $88.5 million
from the Gax Tax Fund between 2007 and 2014. Further, the federal Budget 2008 announced
that the Gas Tax Fund will be extended at $2 billion per year nationally beyond 2014 and
become a permanent measure.

Through its unprecedented $33-billion Building Canada infrastructure plan, the Government of
Canada is providing long-term, stable and predictable funding to help meet infrastructure needs
across Canada. Building Canada will support a stronger, safer and better country. Under the
Building Canada Plan, the Government of Canada will be investing at least $245.8 million in
infrastructure in the Northwest Territories between 2007 and 2014.

-30-

For further information on the Building Canada plan, visit www.buildingcanada.gec.ca

For media inquiries contact:

Karine White Julia Mott

Press Secretary Coordinator

Office of the Minister of Transport, Cabinet Communications

Infrastructure and Communities Office of the Premier

613 991-0700 Government of the Northwest Territories

867 669-2304
Infrastructure Canada
613 948-1148
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LE FINANCEMENT DE « CHANTIERS CANADA » FRANCHIT UNE PREMIERE
ETAPE DANS LES TERRITOIRES DU NORD-OUEST
Les gouvernements du Canada et des Territoires du Nord-Ouest signent
[’entente sur le financement de base pour les provinces et les territoires

Yellowknife (Territoires du Nord-Ouest), le 19 juin 2008 — Aujourd’hui, les gouvernements
du Canada et des Territoires du Nord-Ouest ont signé une entente sur le financement de base
pour les provinces et les territoires (P/T) aux termes du plan d’infrastructure Chantiers Canada.
L’entente a été annoncée par ’honorable Lawrence Cannon, ministre des Transports, de
I’Infrastructure et des Collectivités, et I’honorable Michael McLeod, ministre des Travaux
publics et des Services gouvernementaux, ministre des Affaires municipales et communautaires
et ministre responsable de la jeunesse pour le gouvernement des Territoires du Nord-Ouest.

La signature de 1’entente sur le financement de base pour les P/T constitue une étape importante
en vue de verser du financement fédéral aux Territoires du Nord-Ouest aux termes de I’Initiative
de financement de base pour les provinces et les territoires. Dans le cadre de cette entente, les
Territoires du Nord-Ouest recevront plus de 25 millions de dollars par année de la part du
gouvernement du Canada, pour un total de 185,8 millions de dollars d’ici 2014. Ces fonds seront
utilisés pour appuyer les principales priorités en matiere d’infrastructure, comme le
remplacement du pont de la riviere Kakisa, ainsi que pour répondre aux besoins prioritaires des
collectivités comme les projets de traitement de 1’eau et des eaux usées. Les deux gouvernements
collaborent en vue de peaufiner un plan établissant les initiatives qui entraineront des avantages
aux termes du financement de base pour les provinces et les territoires dés la premiére année.

« Gréce a notre plan Chantiers Canada, nous reconnaissons les défis uniques du Nord dans le
domaine de I’infrastructure. Aujourd’hui, nous faisons de réels progres pour ce qui est de
répondre aux besoins en matiere d’infrastructure des résidants des Territoires du Nord-Ouest, a
indiqué le ministre Cannon. Notre gouvernement est trés heureux de signer une entente sur le
financement de base pour les provinces et les territoires avec le gouvernement des Territoires du
Nord-Ouest. »

« L’entente sur le financement de base démontre clairement que les gouvernements peuvent
travailler ensemble pour le meilleur intérét des résidants du Nord, a dit I’honorable Chuck Strahl,
ministre des Affaires indiennes et du Nord canadien et interlocuteur fédéral auprés des Métis et
des Indiens non inscrits. Il s’agit aussi d’un investissement important de la part du ;
gouvernement fédéral qui aidera a renforcer les collectivités des Territoires du Nord-Quest: »
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« Ce financement s’appuiera sur la réussite d’autres partenariats en matiére d’infrastructure avec
le Canada, comme le Fonds canadien sur I’infrastructure stratégique et le Fonds sur
'infrastructure municipale rurale, afin de répondre aux besoins prioritaires en matiére
d’infrastructure dans 1’ensemble des Territoires du Nord-Ouest. De plus, cette mesure permettra
au gouvernement des Territoires du Nord-Ouest d’aider les administrations municipales a
répondre a leurs besoins prioritaires urgents », a indiqué le ministre McLeod.

« La signature de 1’entente représente une mesure importante en vue de contribuer a répondre
aux besoins uniques du Nord sur le plan de I’infrastructure. L’entente offre un financement
stable et a long terme pouvant répondre aux besoins les plus urgents associés au réseau de
transport des Territoires du Nord-Ouest », a ajouté 1’honorable Norman Yakeleya, ministre des
Transports, ministre responsable des ainés et ministre responsable de la Société d'énergie des
Territoires du Nord-Ouest.

Aux termes du financement de base pour les P/T, chaque province et chaque territoire recevront
25 millions de dollars par année, de 2007 a4 2014. Ce montant sera augmenté dans chaque
territoire pour comprendre les affectations du Fonds Chantiers Canada. Dans les Territoires du
Nord-Ouest, cela représente une affectation totale de 185,8 millions de dollars d’ici 2014 pour
répondre aux principaux besoins prioritaires en matiere d’infrastructure, a I’échelle du territoire
et des collectivités. En vertu de cette entente, les gouvernements fédéral et territorial se sont
entendus qu’un montant minimum de 16 millions de dollars provenant de ce financement serait
dédié aux infrastructures pour les collectivités et ils s’attendent & ce que le montant final soit plus
élevé. Compte tenu des défis uniques que doivent relever les collectivités du Nord, le partage
des cofits avec le fédéral pour le financement de base pour les P/T dans chaque territoire pourra
atteindre 75 p. 100.

Des fonds prévus dans l'entente relative au financement de base pour les P/T seront versés dés le
départ, puis ils seront versés de fagon réguliere et prévisible. Les provinces et les territoires
seront autorisés a mettre ces ressources financieéres en commun, a les accumuler, a les gérer et a
emprunter au titre de celles-ci. Les gouvernements bénéficiant de ces fonds fédéraux devront
fournir un plan indiquant a quelles fins ils les utiliseront.

De plus, les collectivités des Territoires du Nord-Ouest profiteront d’un montant de 88,5 millions
de dollars aux termes du Fonds de la taxe sur I’essence entre 2007 et 2014. Enfin, dans le budget
fédéral de 2008, on a annoncé que le fonds de la taxe sur ’essence deviendrait permanent a
compter de 2014, a raison de 2 milliards de dollars par année.

Dans le cadre de Chantiers Canada, son plan d'infrastructure sans précédent doté de 33 milliards
de dollars, le gouvernement du Canada fournira un financement a long terme, stable et
prévisible, destiné a répondre aux besoins en infrastructure a travers le Canada. Chantiers
Canada contribuera a rendre le pays plus fort, sécuritaire et meilleur. Aux termes du plan
Chantiers Canada, le gouvernement du Canada investira 245,8 millions de dollars dans
I’infrastructure des Territoires du Nord-Ouest entre 2007 et 2014.

-30-

Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements sur le plan Chantiers Canada, visitez
www.chantierscanada.ge.ca.







Personnes-ressources pour les médias :

Karine White
Attachée de presse
Cabinet du ministre des Transports, de

I’Infrastructure et des Collectivités
613 991-0700

Infrastructure Canada
613 948-1148

Julia Mott

Coordonnatrice
Communications du Cabinet
Cabinet du premier ministre
Gouvernement des Territoires du
Nord-Ouest

867 669-2304
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Tsiigehtchic Steppe Bison Discovery Update

YELLOWKNIFE (June 27, 2008) — In September of 2007, Tsiigehtchic resident Shane Van Loon
discovered animal remains unlike any he had seen before eroding from the side of a hill beside the
Arctic Red River.

The remains were of a steppe bison, which became extinct at the end of the last Ice Age about
10,000 years ago. Steppe bison were much larger relatives of modern bison, the Tsiigehtchic steppe
bison has a horn-span of about 1 meter across. In addition to being the first undisturbed discovery
of a steppe bison in the Northwest Territories (NWT), the remains are exciting because they were
well-preserved by the permafrost of the area, and include soft tissues that are not often intact in
remainsof that age.

“The Tsiigehtchic steppe bison is one of the most interesting fossil discoveries made in the
Northwest Territories. It will allow us to better understand what it was like here when glaciers first
disappeared from the land.” said Tom Andrews, NWT Territorial Archaeologist with the Prince of
Wales Northern Heritage Centre (PWNHC).

Earlier this spring, Mr. Van Loon provided the remains to the PWNHC. The Tsiigehtchic steppe
bison is now preserved in Department of Environment and Natural Resources cold storage under
the professional care and observation of the PWNHC.

The PWNHC, a division of the Department of Education, Culture and Employment, is developing a
plan for study and preservation of the remains and for educating Northerners about the discovery,
in consultation with the community of Tsiigehtchic and the Gwich’in Social and Cultural Institute.

Yukon Palaeontologist Dr. Grant Zazula and biologist Dr. Beth Shapiro of Pennsylvania State
University, an expert on steppe bison, have both provided advice and expertise on the Tsiigehtchic
steppe bison and continue to work with PWNHC to develop the research and study plan
surrounding the discovery.

Images of the bison head are available to the media on request.

For more information, contact: e &W:;w "ijﬁt
L EGISLATVE ' 1RRARY
Shawn McCann LEGioL
Manager, Public Affairs JUN y 7 m
Education, Culture and Employment § i . M T
o Yollowinite, N.W.1

Tel: (867) 920-6222 | it
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The Steppe Bison

The steppe bison (Bison priscus) is an extinct species of bison characterized by their large
size and large horns (adult males often have a spread of nearly one meter between the tips
of their horns). While their horns were dramatically larger than the wood bison we see
near Fort Providence, Northwest Territories today, their bodies were likely only slightly
larger than modern wood bison. The steppe bison also had a second hump.

Steppe bison entered North America by crossing the Bering Land Bridge during the last
ice age. They thrived in the cool grasslands of Eastern Beringia (unglaciated portions of
Alaska, Yukon, and NWT), becoming one of the most abundant large mammals to live in
this area during the late Pleistocene period (the final period of the last ice age). Steppe
bison ate predominantly grasses, which were abundant in the steppe-like grasslands of
Eastern Beringia.

Steppe bison became extinct in northwest North America approximately 10,000 years ago
as the last ice age drew to a close. Paleontologists believe that modern wood and plains
bison arose from steppe bison in the continental United States at the end of the last ice
age. These bison subsequently repopulated post-glacial North America.

Archaeological evidence indicates that people hunted steppe bison throughout Eurasia
and northwest North America during the last ice age. The most vivid evidence of human
interaction with steppe bison is the images of steppe bison preserved in the Paleolithic
cave paintings of Europe. Archaeologists have found steppe bison bones in
archaeological sites in Alaska and Yukon Territory that date to the end of the last ice age.

Communications ¢ Office of the Premier and Executive Council
Government of the Northwest Territories ¢ PO Box 1320 ¢ Yellowknife ¢« NT ¢« X1A 2L9
Tel: (867) 669-2304 « Fax: (867) 873-0111
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Premier Roland Announces Cabinet Shuffle

R(16)081 - Monday, June 30, 2008 Print  Close

YELLOWKNIFE (30 June, 2008) - Northwest Territories (NWT) Premier Floyd Roland
announced new Cabinet portfolio assignments today as well as changes to some Deputy Ministers’
responsibilities. New portfolio assignments are:

Honourable J. Michael Miltenberger

e Deputy Premier

e Minister of Finance

e Minister Responsible for the Financial Management Board Secretariat
e Minister of Environment and Natural Resources

In addition to his ministerial portfolio assignments, Minister Miltenberger will remain as
Government House Leader.

Minister Miltenberger has been tasked by the Premier, as Chair of the Strategic Initiative
Committee for Refocusing Government, to coordinate actions of the Department of Finance and
the Financial Management Board Secretariat to responsibly manage the public purse. The lead
deputy minister for this initiative is Margaret Melhorn, Deputy Minister of Finance.

Honourable Michael McLeod

e Minister of Public Works and Services
e Minister Responsible for the Northwest Territories Housing Corporation
e Minister of Transportation

Minister McLeod becomes lead minister responsible for infrastructure and will coordinate the
efforts of the three key infrastructure departments. Mike Aumond, Deputy Minister for Public
Works and Services, has been appointed lead deputy minister for infrastructure. In addition to his
ministerial portfolio assignments, the Premier has appointed Minister McLeod as the Chair of the
Strategic Initiative Committee on Building Our Future.

Honourable Norman Yakeleya

Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs

Minister Responsible for the Northwest Territories Power Corporation
Minister Responsible for the Workers Safety and Compensation Commission
Minister Responsible for Seniors

Minister Responsible for Youth

In addition to his ministerial portfolio assignments Minister Yakeleya is Chair of the Committee on
Sustainability of Rural and Remote Communities, and Chair of the Strategic Initiative Committee
on Regionalization of Government.

Honourable Sandy Lee

http://www.exec.gov.nt.ca/currentnews/prDetails.asp?varPR_ID=1163 10/20/2008
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e Minister of Health and Social Services
e Minister Responsible for the Status of Women
e Minister Responsible for Persons With Disabilities

In addition to her ministerial portfolio assignments, Minister Lee has been asked by the Premier
to assume lead responsibility for coordinating initiatives to address homelessness, and is Chair of
the Strategic Initiative Committee on Reducing the Cost of Living.

Honourable Jackson Lafferty

e Minister of Justice
e Minister of Education, Culture and Employment

In addition to his ministerial portfolio assignments Minister Lafferty is Chair of the Strategic
Initiative Committee on Maximizing Opportunities for Northerners.

Honourable Bob McLeod

e Minister of Human Resources
e Minister of Industry, Tourism and Investment
e Minister Responsible for the Public Utilities Board

In addition to his ministerial portfolio assignments Minister McLeod continues to assume lead
responsibility for coordinating energy initiatives, and is Chair of the Strategic Initiative Committee
on Managing this Land.

Premier Roland will retain the portfolios of:

e Minister of Executive
e Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Intergovernmental Relations

“As a government we are pursuing an agenda to build the Northwest Territories into a place
where Northerners can fulfill their full potential. These new assignments demonstrate the
importance of infrastructure as the key to growth and of continuing to manage public money
capably and responsibly for the benefit of all Northerners,” said Premier Roland. “It is my
intention to work closely with Ministers to ensure a smooth transition and to maintain consultation
with regular Members to seek their advice and keep them updated on our progress.”

Changes to the senior ranks of the public service are:

e Debbie Delancey, currently Deputy Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs, becomes
Deputy Minister of Human Resources, effective July 10, 2008,

e Tom Williams, currently Chief Operating Officer with the Gwich’in Tribal Council, is
appointed Associate Deputy Minister of Human Resources, effective September 2, 2008,

e Jeff Polakoff, currently the President of the NWT Housing Corporation, becomes Deputy
Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs, effective July 10, 2008

e Jeff Anderson, currently Vice President of Finance and Strategic Investments for the NWT
Housing Corporation, is appointed acting President of the Corporation, effective July 10,
2008

e Bronwyn Watters is appointed Deputy Minister of the Department of Justice where she is
currently acting in that position,

e Gary Bohnet is appointed Deputy Minister of the Department of Environment and Natural

http://www.exec.gov.nt.ca/currentnews/prDetails.asp?varPR_ID=1163 10/20/2008
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Resources where he is currently acting in that position,

e Margaret Melhorn, Deputy Minister of Finance, is appointed Deputy Minister for the Financial
Management Board Secretariat,

e Sandy Kalgutkar, currently Director of Budgeting and Evaluation at the Financial
Management Board Secretariat, becomes Deputy Secretary to the Financial Management
Board.

All assignments and appointments are effective from 5:00 pm on Monday 30th June, unless
otherwise noted.

For more information, contact:

Julia Mott

Coordinator, Cabinet Communications
Office of the Premier

Government of the Northwest Territories
(867) 669-2304 office

(867) 445-5669 cell
julia_mott@gov.nt.ca

http://www.exec.gov.nt.ca/currentnews/prDetails.asp?varPR_ID=1163 10/20/2008
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A Stronger North and a Better Canada

Yellowknife, Northwest Territories (June 28, 2008) — Premiers from the three
territories met today in Yellowknife to discuss issues relevant to Northern people,
the Northern environment, and Northern economies.

OUR PEOPLE
National Aboriginal Women’s Summit

In recognition of the significance and complexity of the issues facing Aboriginal
women today, Premier Roland will be hosting and co-chairing the 2008 National
Aboriginal Women’s Summit in Yellowknife on July 28-30 with Ms. Beverley
Jacobs, President of the Native Women's Association of Canada. This summit is
a follow up to the very important first National Aboriginal Women’s Summit
hosted by Newfoundland and Labrador Premier Danny Williams in June of 2007
and an opportunity for jurisdictions, particularly Northern jurisdictions, to share
progress and initiatives.

Premiers remain committed to keeping the social, economic and political well-
being of Aboriginal women and their families as a priority issue and look forward
to receiving the recommendations from the 2008 Summit.

Housing

Premiers acknowledged that recent federal investments through the Northern
Housing Trust have resulted in significant improvements in the quality and
availability of housing for Northerners. However, the particular social, geographic
and climatic realities of the North continue to present a challenge.

Long-term sustainable investment is needed to ensure that housing built in
partnership with the federal government is sustainable as is a commitment from
the federal government to sustainable investments toward the high operation and
maintenance costs associated with housing delivery in the North. Eederal funding
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for the operation and m