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HOSPITAL REQUIREMENTS

FORT STMPSON AND ENVIRCHS - 1968

i 2
1, Sixteen hundred (1600) citizens may be without hospital facilities by 1970, when

the 1931 St. Margaret's Hospital, Fort Simpson is condemned and closed as a fire
3
hazard to its patients and personnel.

2., If the church authorities concur with the findings of the N.W.T. Fire Marshall's

2
report of Jamuary 1967, the hospital counld bz COndemned and closed by them at an

earlier date for the protection of staff and patients who are presently enclosed in

e building which is a2 fire hazard and fails to meet the minimum construction require-
L
ments of the National Puilding Code of Canada, 1965,

3. Renovations to bring the 1931 St. Margaret's Hospital up to minimum requirements

az outlined in the Fire llarshall's report are estimated to cost & mininmum of $250,000

2 5

(1967 estimate), an amount the church authorities have no intention of investing in
the obsolete buildings and equipment and an amount which exeeeds the present and

generous assessment value of $231,626.19, (includes hospital, employee's and Nurses!

6

residence, Warehouse with dezp freezing).

2,5,6,8
b, TFor the lagt two years the hogpital has averaged U7 deliveries per year, and

i) 2
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2,5,6
228 acute medical emergencies, as well as 670 x-rays and 820 emergency out patient
5
procedures. Only two obstetric and 100 general medical or surgical cases roquired

5
ransfer in the year 1966.

If the Fort Simpson area is without a hospital then a major expsnditure will be
required annually to transfer patients from the Fort Simpson area to the necessary
facilities, eithér by private charter or P.W.A.

Further expenses will be incurred in boarding ccsts while patients await the
bi-weekly flight to Fort Simpson.

5. The x-ray facilities'are obsoiete and an extreme radiation hazard to the staff

and patients as no radiation ghielding is incorporated in the hospital structure.

6. If Fort Simpson does not have a hospital, cbtaining a full tims doctor for ths
:

area's 1600 people will be more of a problem than it is at present.

7 On the positive side, a) th§ present residence could be utilized for nurses

for sone years to ccme, thereby negating the immediate expenditure of monies for a

5

mirses residence,
2
b) The hospital will be torn down, and the land released for the btuilding of a

new hospital.

seel3
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C) The Groy Nuns, who have sorved this aves so faithfdlly for so many years, might
5
remain to staff the Registered Wurses positions as required.

SUIMARY

o

A, Hay River has a relatively new hospital, presently inadequate perhaps, and
with a settled foundation, but not a hazard to its oscuéants or liable to bo closed
in the immediate futurs.

B. Yellowknife also has a new hospital, and though it needs are likely to in-
crease in the near future, the staff and patients are not housed in a atructu?e declared
unsound zccording to the National Building Code or condemned by the Territorial Fire
Marshall.

C. Fort Smith has a hospital which is safe and adequate for its present and
forseeable future. (According to the authorities which run hospitals at both Fort
Simpson and Fort Smith, the needs at Fort Simpson are much more urgent).

D; Within & maximum of two years the present hospitél facilities at Fort Simpson
wil} bs closed, either by order of the Church authorities or th@ATerritorial Fire

Marshall, with resulting delays, difficultiez and expense in obtaining

oeflt



medical aid for the 1400 peopi.e of this locale, and increased difficulty cbisining
2 full time medical practitioner.

E, If firancially practical and feasible, an all ecitizen accommedation should be
built utilizing the central heating, dining and 1agndry facilities. This would provide
care for chronic nursing patients and the elderly without occupying the acute care

beds, Utilization of central facilities would require a smaller capital outlay for

the total facilitiles.
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6.

Rw}?z R 16*30

Fort Simpgon Residents 500
Fort Simpson Heatels 200
Nahanni Butte 60
Fort Wrigley 1690
Fort Liaxd , 274
Trout Lake : 43
Joan larie —— B0
1,678

Minates June 6, 1963 na*t:’mg of Local Advisory Couneil gnd Hospiial Poard.

Fire Inapection rcmrt S%. Margarot's Hospital, Jamuary 1967, 0ffice of the
Fire Yarshall, HULT. (A)p scled) . :

Lebtor - 5 April, 1867 from ofifMee. of the Fire Varshall, ¥.4.T., Department of
Publiic Works, Cttawn, Ontario.

Personal Cormunication from meeting with Fatheyr Luisson and Father Pesset, Juns
1958,

.

Excerpt froa the financial Roturns of St. Margaret's Mospital (coxtifisd by

Charfered Accountant).
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FORT IMPSON, N. w. 1.

ADDRESS REPLIES:
DEPT, PUBLIC WORKS
SIR CHARLES TUFPER BUILDING
OTTAWA, ONT,

OFFICE OF THE FIRE MARSHAL
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

April 5, 1967.

Rev. Sistexr Marie Lemire,
Hospital Administrater, -
St. Margaret's Hespital,
Fort Simpson, NeW.T.

Desr Sister Lemire:

Res Fire Inspecticn = St. Margaret's llospital -
Foxt Sirmoon. H.¥.T.

. A Fire Prevention Inspection of the above-noted bullding was made on
Januvary 25th, 1967, under the provisions of the Fire Froventien
Ordlnance of the Nerthwest Territorles. A ccpy eof the inspection
report is attached.

The censtruction ef the hespital does not neet the minlius require-
ments as required by the Haticnal RBuilding Code of Canada, 1965.

A summary of the main undesirable features is detailed on Pages 2
and 3 of the report. It is cbviocus that major censtruction changes
are required if the bullding is to be permanently otcupleo as a
hespital. We request that plans indicating the improvements required
may be forwarded to this office for review.

If you have any questions or alternate preposals to make concerning
the recomwendations, we would be pleased to discuss them with yous

Yours wvery truly,

for R.G. Whatmough,
Fire siarshal.

C.C. MHr. S<M. Hodgson, Coimissioner
Bishon Paul Piche, Fort Smith,; H.l.T.
Dr. G.C. Butler, Regicnal Director
Hire JoL. #adore, Territorial Hospital Insurance Services
lr. L. Adrieng Fire Inspector

Att.

FEs 1w
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OFFICE OF THE FIRE MASHAL '§
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES ;‘;
Report No. 1 i3
Inspected by: L. Adrian it
Date: January 26, 1967 %g
NAME 1 St. Margaret's -vepital g
LOCATION: Fort Simgson, N.4.T.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION: A two storey wood fréme'building occupied as a hospital :

with kitchen and laundry facilities, heating plant and

resident staff quarters. The hospital was constructed

in 1930 with an addition to the main building constructed

in 197 3
CONSTRUCTION:
Height: oy ootustely 26 feet from grade to peak of main roof. .
Dimensions: Heosratal - 130" x 40 ! ;
Boiier rooa - 30" x 25! §
Aaditios - 40' x 20
Roof: Bon:i© zar and gravel f
Walls: %
Exte:ior: e ti galvanized steel siding :
Interior: Is ypeunm o ca - combustible fibreboard and shiplap. -
Ceilings: i g/ -.m boas: : and combustible fibreboard. ;
Floors: Woo:! E
i
insulation: 5
¥ain walls and «:tici  Sawdust =

OPENINGS ¢

Continuaw: frer the basement to the 2nd floor and not

en:s iosen.
Lau Latet ©osemint to .na c<iorey, tin lined.

Dumi saiter: Rase-ent to 2nd storey, lined with gypsum board.



EXITSs

Basemeant:
Firet storey
Second storey

ELECTRICAL:

WATER SYSTEM:

FIRE HOSE AND
STANDPIPES:

FIRE ESCAPES:

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS:

FIRE ORDERS:

MUNICIPAL FIRE
PROTECTION:

20.

The south exit doc:= and centre exit doors front and
back.open against ine direction of egress. Panic
hardware is not p: ~+vided for any of the exit doors.

Adequate in number
Adequate in number
Adequate in number

Main entrance and 7eir. service panels are located in the
southwest sectior of tne laundry. The wiring is then
taken to the hsi.wasy opposite the kitchen to small panels.
The main kitch« wiring is in conduit. The wiring to the
rest of the howrnital is part loomex, part sheated and part
twisted cort - te. Some places the wiring is surface
mounted an athers, it is concealed. Many light
fixtures ar+ ; .11 chain type. There is a 3 kilowatt
emergency prower plant manually operated, which is connected
directly to a panel. Power can be transferred to the

main panei from the generator panel.

Water enters the = .t:. turough two 13" pipes and is
brought to a "1" - + « < +:¢ is a reducing valve reducing
the pressure {: : « 40 PSI.

There are tw’ it : each floor. Each location
has one lenu.: {t. wi .. =1 line nose and 3" solid

stream fire woza-.

Outside wooden fire escapes are provided at each end
of the building reaching from grade level to the 2nd storey.

All t::2 extinguishers in the hospitsl are obsolete. They
are 1l; .*. vaporizing liquid type. There is a 20 lb. dry
chemi ‘ire extinguisher and a 2§ gal. foam type

exting “r in the Boiler room.

‘Fire s tw1¢ are <t£u in the hospital. .

Volunteer Fire Brigade with 500 GPM Fire Pump carrying
500 gals. of water.

MAIN UNDESIRABLE FEATURES:

1. Jpen <tairwells

2. Inte: v wzlis snd cellings partially constructed with
comte-t.:le material

3. No fire alarm system

3.-
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4, Sawdust insulation is used in attic and ceiling
of the upper i{.oor.-

5. Transoms ar..ve each room.



1.

4,

lol

11.

The comuistib.» sheathing and the 4" gypsum board

on all wa:is and cellings shall be replaced by gypsum boar¢
providing a 3/4 hr. fire resistance rating. This

will include ail open wood joists in the basement

storage area.

The main stairwell at the basement, lst and 2nd floor
level is to wve enclosed. Self-closing doors
equivalent to a 1 3/4" solid wood core door, metal
covered are to be provided. If windows are required
in these doors only clear wired glass shall be used.

Solid wood core doors shall be provided in the corridor
on the 2nd flcor atthe head of these stairs. Clear
wired glass mey be used in these doors. Door closers
are to be rovided.

Provide g+ automatic dry valve sprinkler system.

The «avet ot insulation is to be removed where it is
ea=!.. s =s5sible ana to be replaced by mineral wool
3 54 Yo

L - -rivally sup+rvised closed circuit fire alarm

.o system .o to.be installed throughout the
! .. Two puii fire alarm boxes to each floor.
‘. v s+ to eau’ tloor and a 6" weather proof bell
tastat. e outsice on the building.

s anic rnaraware is to be provided for all emergency exit
1oors irading to the fire escapes and directly outside
nt the ruilding. Exit doors are all to swing out in
line wit» 2xit travel.

The trar.»n windows to all rooms are to be removed and
the area o nraoth sides sheathed with gypsum board
providing : /¢ nr. fire resistance rating.

The door ietween the boiler room and the kitchen shall
be a 1 3/4" solid wood core door metal clad and
provided with a wuoor closer.

All old type twisted cord wiring and drop type light
fixtures shoul: ne replaced.

The corrivor« .eading to the emergency exits on the
basemw: 1, lst and 2nd floor shall be provided with
hatir:, operated emergency light units which will
operate avt:matically in the event of a power failure.
Unit: opersted by dry cell batteries will not be
acce;-table,



See

12. The foliowing fire extinguishers are to be provided:

(a) one . 1b. CD2 outside of the dark room.

(b} One - 1b. ABC Multi-purpose cartridge operated
dry c¢hemical fire extinguisher at Nurses station.

(<) Two pressurized 2} gal. water type extinguishers
- two to each floor.

(d) One 20 1b. ABC Multi-purpose dry chemical flre
extinguisher - kitchen.

Request that plans be forwarded to this office for
review before improvements are undertaken. If there
are any alternate suggestions to be made, we would
appreciate receiving them for review.

r

§/
/? ( /L/?Cbk/& é;

/,/ G. Whatmough Fire Marshal,
Northwest Territories.




FRIGE SUPMITITD 7O THE COMISSICHIR

BY_LOCAL, ADVISORY COUNCIL OF FORT SIMPSOI, N.V.T.

¥

Flratly, we would like to prove that Fort Simpson doos nead a hospital.
The Town of Fort Simpsen haes a permansnt populaticn of 750, which is expanded
to 930 during the school year when the studeant residonces are cscupled. The
surrounding gattlements of Fort Wrlgley, Fzhanni Butie, Fort Liard, Trout Lake
end Joan Harie River all look to Fort Simpson for thior primary medieal eare,
This brings tho total populatica that i3 covered by ths Fort Simpson Hegpital
to 1500,

In 1966, 49 babies wore deliversd in the hospital, 273 patisents worc admitted
for acute medicel ecare, 820 outpationt emargencies wore treatod and 670 X~vays
wore takon. In cemparison, only two cbatetrical cases end approximatsly 100
goneral medical or surgloal cases had to be reforrad outsids bacauso thay reguired

gpecialized trealment that could not bLe provided in our emall hospitale

Ve are proud of the care that is given to the patients of 5t, Margarei's
Hoapital. This is ashioved through the co-copesration and goodwill of all the
ptaff of tha hospital who have to overcoms the difficultics of an old fashioned

physical plont.

St. Margaret's Hospltal was bullt 4n 1931 with the specific purpose of
caring for 50 ehronis tubzreulosos potionts, The modorn usae of tho hospital
ig very differont and tho building is too old, too large and yet too inadequate

for cur present nesds,

O"G‘?’
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Je n2od a modorn allding which 4s budlt of firoproof material and which
o previded with a eprinkls systom in ¢agn of five., Ve would like to ces 8
bullding that would ned aliow sick end convnlessand children o mix with maternity

pstionty ernd nevborn bables so that prepor iocolation teohniques can ba chaerved.

Our X.rey machine 18 old and has had o be sent to Edmonton for repair
twvleo 43 ths pami year. With a stronger machine we could péx-fox*m X«ray techniques
not possibls at present with loss dangor of radienstivity. Some of the pationte
sent to Edmonten wers veferred mainly o Xeray ozemirations whieh oould have
bean perfornasd here w{%‘,h a stronger nachins. I% would not be pessible to pulb
the nsw machine &n the pmsenﬁ .bcapi‘r;a-.l beganse there must be lead wllg for

the Xeray room to provent radleastivity.
Y 2 5

Cn your visit ¢0 tho hospital this aflornsom you eaw the diffisuliiecs wo
have ¢o overcoxs with this old bBullding, thorefors, we will not elaborats furthor
ab this meatinz. we do, huver, wieh to ﬁmpmaé upon you that in exrdar to
continue our prosent sorvice to the commmumity wo wmust have a new modern hespital

with added facilitics,

Vo would like to ¢ako 2 fow mimutos now $o distuss the projoct of a Sonlor

Citison'n Hoza,

In the community of Fort Siwmpoon and its swrrounding ssttlemonts, there are
60 peopls who wors born hafore the start of this century., Awon? these, there
aze 12 people who wa feal are 4n roed of dmmedinte halp in thoe form of inproved

accormodatlions, .

0.0'3
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In pddition, those ave dn the heopital four long tern pationts who roequirs

spocinl eare, but shouldd nst take up beds in en ezulo eare hosplbael,

We boldeve that theve 48 & need for some sort of cocommodatien for the
gendor citizeong of this couunity. Al"::hmxgh it will be up to the experts to
dezido on tho type of accommodation, wo would like to sugesst that it be built
in conjuncticn with, though seperate from, the now hespltal so that ¢tho vwtildtics

and uadical Zagilitics may be chared.

Wo are confident that you will givo your cpesoisl and early atizabtion to

theso eosontial necds of cup commundtly end area,



OFFICE OF THE FIRE MARSHAL
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

April 5, 1967.

Rev. Sister Marie Lemire,
Hospital Administrator,
St. Margaret's Hospital,
Fart Simpson, N.W.T.

Dear Sister Lemire:

Re: Fire Inspection - St. Margaret's Hospital -
Fort Simpson, N.W.T.

A Fire Prevention Inspection of the above-noted building was made on
January 26th, 1967, under the provisions of the Fire Prevention
Ordinance of the Northwest Territories. A copy of the inspection
report is attached. :

The construction of the hospital does not meet the minimum require-
ments as required by the National Building Code of Canada, 1965.

A summary of the main undesirable features is detailed on Pages 2

and 3 of the report. It is obvious that major construction changes
are required if the building is to be permanently occupied as a
hospital. We request that plans indicating the improvements required
may be forwarded to this office for review.

If you haveany questions or alternate proposals to make concerning
the recommendat¢tions, we would be pleased to discuss them with you.

Yours very truly,

for R.G. Whatmough,
Fire Marshal.

C.C. Mr. S5.M. Hodgson, Commissioner
Bishop Paul Piche, Fort Smith, N.W.T.
Dr. G.C. Butler, Regional Director
Mr. J.L. Madore, Territorial Hospital Insurance Scrvices
Mr. L. Adrian, Fire Inspector

Att.

FE:1w

Ref. #h



NAME:
LOCATION:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:

CONSTRUCTION:

Height:

Dimensions:

Roof:
Walls:
Exterior:
Interior:
Ceilings:
Floors:

Insulation:

Main walls and attic:

VERTICAL OPENINGS:

Main Stairway:

Laundry Chute:

Dumb Waiter:

050467/ 1w

OFFICE OF THE FIRE MARSHAL
NORTEWEST TERRITORIES

Report No. 1

Inspected by: L. Adrian

Date: January 26, 1967

St. Margaret's Hospital

Fort Simpson, N.W.T.

A two storey wood frame building occupied as a
hospital with kitchen and laundry facilities,
heating plant and resident staff quarters. The
hospital was constructed in 1931 with an addition
to the main building constructed in 1951.

Approximately 26 feet from grade to peak of main
roof.

Hospital - 130' x Lo
Boiler room -~ 30' x 25!
Addition - L40' x 20

Bonded tar and gravel

Wood with galvanized steel siding

1/4" gypsum board - combustible fibreboard and
shiplap.

1/4" gypsum board and combustible fibreboard.

Wood

Sawdust

Continuous from the basement to the 2nd floor
and not enclosed.
Basement to 2nd storey, tin lined.

Basement to 2nd storey,
board.

lined with gypsum

Ref #



2.

EXITS: The south exit doors and centre exit doors front and
' back open against the direction of egress. Panic
hardware is not provided for any of the exit doors.

Basement: Adequate in number
First storey Adequate in number
,Second storey Adequate in number
ELECTRICAL: Main entrance and main service panels are located in
the southwest section of the laundry. The wiring is
then taken to the hallway opposite the kitchen to small
panels. The main kitchen wiring is in conduit. The

wiring to the rest of the hospital is part loomex,
part sheated and part twisted cord type. Some places
the wiring is surface mounted and in others, it is
concealed. Many light fixtures are pull chain type.
There is a 3 kilowatt emergency power plant manually
operated, which is connected directly to a panel.
Power can be transferred to the main panel from the
generator panel.

WATER SYSTEM: Water enters the hospital through two 1 1/L4" pipes
and is brought to a "T" where there is a reducing
valve reducing the pressure from 60 P3I to L0 PSI.

FIRE HOSE AND :
STANDPIPES: There are two 1 1/2" standpipes on each floor. Each
location has one length of 50 ft. unlined line hose
and 1/2" solid stream fire nozzle.

FIRE ESCAPES: Outside wooden fire escapes are provided at each end
of the building reaching from grade level to the 2nd
storey.

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: All fire extinguishers in the hospital are obsolete.
They are 1 1/2 qt. vaporizing liquid type. There 1is
a 20 1b. dry chemical fire extinguisher and 2 1/2 gal.
foam type extinguisher in the Boiler room. '

FIRE ORDERS: Fire orders are posted in the hospital.

MUNICIPAL FIRE
PROTECTION: Volunteer Fire Brigade with 500 GPM Fire Pump carrying
500 gals. of water.

MAIN UNDESIRABLE FEATURES:
1. Open stairwells

2. Interior walls and ceilings partially constructed
with combustible material

3. No fire alarm system



L.

5.

;. o

Sawdust insulation is used in attic and ceiling
of the upper floor.

Transoms above each room.



10.

11.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The combustible sheathing and the 1/L4" gypsum board
on all walls and ceilings shall be replaced by
gypsum board providing a 3/4 hr. fire resistance
rating. This will include all open wood Jjoists in
the basement storage area.

The main stairwell at the basement, 1lst and 2nd floor
level is to be enclosed. Self-closing doors
equivalent to a 1 3/4" solid wood core door, metal
covered are to be provided. If windows are reguired
in these doors only clear wired glass shall be used.

S0lid wood core doors shall be provided in the corridor
on the 2nd floor at the head of these stairs. Clear
wired glass may be used in these doors. Door closers
are to be provided.

Provide an automatic dry valve sprinkler system.

The sawdust insulation is to be removed where it is
easlly accessible and to be replaced by mineral wool
insulation.

An electrically supervised closed circuit fire alarm
evacuation system is to be installed throughout the
building. Two pull fire alarm boxes to each floor.
One 6" bell to each floor and a 6" weather proof bell
installed outside on the building.

Panic hardware is to be provided for all emergency exit
doors leading to the fire escapes and directly outside
of the building. Exit doors are all to swing out in
line with exit travel.

The transom windows to all rooms are to be removed and
the area on both sides sheathed with gypsum board
providing a 3/4 hr. fire resistance rating.

The door between the boiler room and the kitchen shall
be a 1 3/4" solid wood core door metal clad and
provided with a door closer.

All old type twisted cord wiring and drop type light
fixtures should be replaced.

The corridors leading to the emergency exits on the
basement, lst and 2nd floor shall be provided with
battery operated emergency light units which will
operate automatically in the event of a power failure.
Units operated by dry cell batteries will not be
acceptable.



5.

12. The following fire extinguishers are to be
provided:

(a) One 5 1b. CO0°

outside of the dark room.

(b) One 4 1b. ABC Multi-purpose cartridge
operated dry chemical fire extinguisher
at Nurses station.

(c) Two pressurized 2 1/2 gal. water type
extinguishers - two to each floor.

(d) One 20 1b. ABC Multi-purpose dry chemical
fire extinguisher - kitchen.

Request that plans be forwarded to this office
for review before improvements are undertaken.
If there are any alternate suggestions to be made,
we would appreciate receiving them for review.

R.G. Whatmough, Fire Marshal,
Northwest Territories.



