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HOSPITAL F..EQUIRm-~NTS 

FORT SIMPSON AND EllVIRONS - l.968 

1 2 
~• Sixteen hundred (1600) citizens may be without hospital facilities by 1970, when 

the 1931 St. Margaret• s Hospital, Fort S:lmpoon is cordemned and closed as a fire 

' hazard to its patients and personnel. 

2. If the church authorltios concur with the findings of the N .l{.T. Fire Marshall's 

2 
report or January 1967. the hoDpital could b3 cond0mned and closed by them at an 

earlier date for the protection or staff and patients who are presently enclosed in 

a. build:i.ng which is a £ire hazard and fails to meet the minimum construction roquire .... 

4 
ments or the National Building Code of Canada, 19650 

, • Renovations to br 5.ng the 1931 St. 1·1arearet, 1 s Hospital up to minimum requirements 

3 
as outlined in the Fire Harshall1s report are estiJiated to cost a m:ln:irnum of $250,000 

2 5 
{196? estimate). an amount the church authoritiea have no intention of investing in 

the obsolete buildings and equipnent and an amount which exceeds the present and 

generous assecsment value or $231,626010, (includes hospital, employee's and Nurses• 

6 
reside,1ce 1 Wa1~ehou.se ~-Iith de3p freezing) C> 

2,5,6,8 
4. J?or the laot two years the hospital has averaged 47 deliveries pe111 year 0 and 



2,5,6 
228 acute medical emergencies, as well as 670 x-ray~ and _820 emergency out p,1tient 

5 
procedures. Only two obstetric and 100 general medical or surgical cases roquirc--d 

5 
ransfer in the year 1966. 

If the l.i"'or-t Simpson a1-tea is without a hospital then a major e)q)enditure will be 

required annually to transfE)r patients rrom the Fort Simpson area to t.he necessary 

.f'acilities, either by private charter or P.W.A. 

Further expenses will be incurred in boarding costs while patients a:t-;ait. the 

bi-weekly flight to Fo1--t Simpson. 

5. The x-ray facilities are obsolete and an extre~e radiation hazard to the staff 

and patients as no :radiation ohielding is incorporated in the hosp:i.tnl structure. 

6. If Fort Simpson does not have a hospital. obtaining a full time doctor for the 

l 
area. 1 s 1600 poople will oo more or a problem thai, it is at present. 

7. On the positive side, a) the present. residence could ba utili7..ed for nm ... ses 

for some years to come, thereby negating the immediate expenditure or monies for a 

5 
nurses residence. 

2 
b) The hospital will be torn down, and the land released for the building of a 

5 
new hosp1:'cal. 

. . . /3 
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C) Tile Grey Runs, who have served this area~ so faithfull:f for so many years, might 

s 
rew.ain to staff the Registered Nurses positions as rc-,quired. 

smit/ffiY 

A. Hay River ha.s a relatively new hospitalo presently inadequate perhaps, and 

with a settled foundation, but not a hazard to 1.ts oocupants or liable to be closed 

in the immediate futv.re~ 

B. Yell0t•tlmif0 also bas a netv" hospi t.e.l e and though it needs are likely to in-

crec:ise in the near f'utu.ret the star£ .!.lnd patients aro not housod i"l a ctructure declared 

unsound according to the National Building Code or cono.ernned by the Territorial Fira 

C. F'ort Smith has a hospital which is safe and adequate for its present and 

rorseeable future. (Accordinz to the authorities which run hospitals at both Fort 

Simpson and Fort Smith, the needs at Fort Simpson are much more urgent). 

D. Within a nmxirm.nn of two years t.he present hospital f'a.oilj_ties at Fort Simpson 

will ba closed, either by order of the Church authortties or the Territorial Fire 

!iiarshall, with ref.nlting delays, dtfficultiee and e:xpense in obtaining 

••. /4 
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l 
medical aid fo-r the 1600 people of this locale; and increased di.fficulty obtaining 

a full tL~e medical practitioner. 

E. If financially practical and feasible, an all citizen accommodation should be 

built utilizing the central heating, dining and laundry facilities. This would provide 

care for chronj.c nursing patients and the elderly ".rlthout 0ccu1~ying the acute care 

beds. Utilization of central facilities would require a smaller capit~-1 out~'ly for 

the total facilities. 



1. Fort Simpson Re3idents 
Fort Simpson Hootels 
Naham1i Bu.tte 
Ir ort 1i7rieley 
Fort Lim.""d 
Trout Lake 
Jean l-!arie 

Ef;fJ!!IBJlQEf~ 

900 
200 
60 

160 
27.5 
43 
40 

10&1lf-

2. Hinuteo Juno 6, 196S me~")ting of Local Advtsory Cou.ncil end Hosrit::'1.l Do2.rd. 

:;. E'1ro Inapectio11 r,aport, St. Margaret's Hospltal, January 1967, Office-: of' the 
Fh ... e ?-:nrsliallv N /l. T., (Appen:fod). 

4. !..ettor - 5 Ap1Ail. 1967 from oif"1co, · of the f-;'3.re Earshall$ }1.W.T. 11 !:epi:n.-itrMmt or 
Public ~lo:rks, Ottai·r.=-t, Ontai-1.o. 

5. P€rsonal Co~rm,unico.tio11 from moetin-l; with Fa.the~ Lt,1.sson r.nrl Fath9r Pcsnet, Ju1:-G 
1968. 

6. Em!-al-;pt fI'orn ·ths Fin'.:lncial RottU"ns of St. M,3.rBar-et•a !1osp5:c.al (ca~1..o;,t.ii"iod by 
Chartered Acco1.mt-:.nt) • 



ADDRESS REPLIES: 

OEPT. PUBLIC WORKS 
SIR CHARLES TUF'PER BUILDING 

OTTAWA, ONT, 

OFFICE OF THE FIRE MARSHAL 

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

Rev~ Sister Marie Lemire, 
Hospital Administrator~ • 
St. Margaret's Hospital, 
Fort Sir::pson, N~W. T. 

Dear Sister Leslre: 

April 5, 1967. 

Re: Fire Inspection .. St. Ua:rga:ret's Hospital -
--... I: 01:t .. ~ t ~ t~QQ.3,,.)~ Ji J_c._ u , • ---

A Fire Prevention Inspection of the above-noted building was made on 
January 26th, 1967, under the provisions of the Fire ~rovention 
Ordinance of the Morthwest Territories. A ccpy of the inspection 
report i~ attached. 

The construction of the hospital does not meet the minii::iu:n require
ments as required by the National Duildin9 Code of Canada, 196~. 
A sum:nary of the mrlin undesi:roblo features is detailed on Pag% 2 
and 3 of the reporta It is obvious that major construction changes 
are required if tht.' buildlng is to be pern.;mently occupieo as a 
hospital. We request thet plans lndicating the improvc:r.1.:nts required 
may be forwarded to this office for review. 

If -you have any questions or al tern.1te proposnls to make concerning 
tho recom.1:t~ndations, we would be pleased to discuss them \·;ith you11 

Yours very truly, 

for R.G~ thatmough, 
Fire f\-tarshal. 

C.C. Hr. SciM. Hodgson, Co;r.~issioner 

Att. 

FEilw 

Disho;:i Paul Pichet Fort Sc1ith, N .. \',o T. 
Dr. G.C. Butl0r, Re9ional Director 
Hr. JaLa Madore, Territorial Hospital Insurance Services 
M.r. to Adrian, Fire Inspector 



.·' 
-:•r!J, 

,,_ 

NAMEr 

LO~ATION: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 

CONSTRUCTION: 

Dirnens ~ons: 

Roof: 

Walls: 

Exte : i'.')r: 
Int e!·io:-: 

Ceilings: 

050467/lw 

OFFICE OF THE rt RE M,\ H!l-HAL 

NORTHWEST TERHlTOHtES 

Report No. 1 

P,L ~htrgnr.d ~Off}titnl 

fOiH ~;lMPRON, N. W. T, 

Inspected by: L. Adrian 

Date: January 26, 1967 

St. Margaret's ~0spital 

Fo1 t Silll{:SOn, N. t,. T. 

A two storey wood frame · building occupied as a hospital 
with kitchen and laundry facilities, heating plant and 
resident staff quarters. The hospital was constructed 
jn 193: with an addition to the main building constructed 
in l 9 ' 

.'.; . · ·. 11-J lely 26 feet from grade to peak of main roof. 

,i.· , ~- ; ,_ a i - l 30 ' x ,10 ' 
Be,: ,,,1 r,,0.1. - 30' x 25' 
Aodi t 1,r: - 40' x 20' 

Bon, ,•- · :.,n and gravel 

·1,,: ;alvar,i zed steel siding 
·r•r.5u11; ; _,) · o - combustible fibreboard and shiplap. 

~" L; : . · ... 11 bo~1: : and combustible fibreboard. 

Floors: Woo.; 

; nsulat ion: 
~ 1 in "alls and ct: tic1 Sawdust 

.... Ct \J "' . -~ t e : 

Dumr- ,~a i ter: 

Conti rnr:' ., : fr.· , , the basement to the 711d floor and not 
en :o':E·:. 

' "er:;,_,~:_ to ~-no '"Orey, tin lined. 

t<dse't:·nt to 2nd storey, lined with gypsum board. 

t 

t .. 

~ 



EXITS, 

Second storey 

ELECIR 1 CAL t 

WATER SYSTE:M: 

FIRE HOSE AND 
STANDPIPES: 

FIRE ESCAPES1 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: 

FIRE ORDERS: 

MUNICIPAL FIRE 
PROTECTION: 

2 •• 

The south exit doo~~ and centre exit doors front and 
back. open against ~:-,t) direction of egress. Panic 
hardware is not p1 ·-·:ided for any of the exit doors. 

Adequate in number 

Adequate in r1urnber 

Adequate in number 

Main entrance d:1 1.i -:;oiL service panels are located in the 
south west sec. t i \:.'r; ._1 f t 'ie laundry. The wiring is then 
taken to the r·1d: ~-,,;df opposite the kitchen to small panels. 
T i1 e ma i n k it c ; . ,., · ·...- i r in g i s in con du i t. The wiring to the 
rest of the r: 1

)•-- ::,: tal is part loomex, part sheated and part 
twisted cor·i ·. i·e. Some places the wiring is surface 
mounted ari·· :Jthers, it is concealed. Many light 
fixtures a1 ,_, ; ..Jll chain type. There is a 3 kilowatt 
emergenc/ r-own plant manually operated, which is connected 
directly to a panel. Power can be transferred to the 
main panel from the generator panel. 

Water enters the 
brought to a '' T ' 
the rresc)ure I. 

T~ere are t,,-,, 

has one len• .. ,:.~ . 
stream fin 'lO~·o . 

·. t 1 ~ t. ··ir-ough two l¾" pipes and is 
~- • ,. -_: t is a reducing valve re.ducing 

40 PSI. 

each floor. Each location 
•.· J line riose and 1" sol id 

O~tside wooden fire escapes are provided at each end 
of t he building reaching from grade level to the 2nd storey. 

All f ::~ extinguishers in the hospital are obsolete. They 
are l ~ . .. • v a po r i z i n g li quid type • There i s a 20 lb • dry 
chem i : :, re ext i n ~ u i she r and a 2-t y a 1 . foam type 
ext i n ,... . ·, : i ;-, the Bo i l er room. 

Fire ,. ;. ! .: an- ~t~o in the hospital. 

Volunteer Fire Brigade with 500 GPM Fire Pump carrying 
500 gals. of water. 

MAIN UNDESIRABLE FEATURESz 

1. Jpen ~.tairwells 

2. :ntt · ··: ,':::1L'- .J''d ceilings partially constructed with 
c omt· '--' ~' . : le md :. •: 1 i al 

3. No fire a 1 a r:11 system 

3 •• 
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4. Sawdust insul dtion is used in attic and ceiling 
o f the upper : : o or • • 

5. Transoms ar .,ve each room. 



) 
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1. The comv,.;::tit, ... , sheathiny and the¾" gypsum· board 
on all Wi1; i.s dild ceilings shall be replaced by gypsum boarc 
providi n(J a 3/4 hr. fire resistance rating. This 
will include ~ll open wood joists in the basement 
storage area. 

2. The main stairwell at the basement, 1st and 2nd floor 
level is to oa enclosed. Self-closing doors 
equivalent t•J a l 3/4" solid wood core door, metal 
covered are to be provided. If windows are required 
in these doors only clear wired glass shall be used. 

3. Solid wood core doors shall be provided in the corridor 
on the 2nd floor atthe head of these stairs. Clear 
wired glass ffidf be used in these doors. Door closers 
are to b1= :-ro-,ided. 

4, Providt dr ~utomatic dry valve sprinkler system. 

5. The ',ov.• : ·~ ·- insulati on is to be removed where it is 
ea• .. ; ,: ; ··. ~ ssibh· d:'rn to be replaced by mineral wool 

) .. 
6. _.,_. · 1 if':ally s,.;ri-·rvised closed circuit fire alarm 

. ·,r: system . s to be installed throughout the 
Two pu; J hre alarm boxes to each floor. 

: • ... to ea:_:· t 1 oor and a 6'' weather proof bell 
'·:std 1, ,. : outsi.:;e '):1 the building. 

7. ~ .:tnic r,.:,: \J'rvar'e is t_.-) be r1rovided for all emergency exit 
1oors ~P{:ding to the fire escapes and directly outside 
nt the r·1.; '; lding. Exit doors are all to swing out in 
1 ine wit"! ':!Xi t. travel. 

8. The trar,:- :, rr·, -.·..-indows to all rooms are to be removed and 
the arec1 o · 00th sides sheathed with gypsum board 
rrqvidin1.:i 1 /,1 nr. fire resiStdnCe rating. 

9. ·The door ::etween the boiler room and the kitchen shall 
be a l 3/4" solid wood core door metal clad and 
provided with a door closer. 

10. All old t/ri e tv.i~ted cord \•,iring and drop tyre light 
fixtures sr1ou.i: ne reploced. 

11. The Co!·r !~or~ . ~ading to the emergency exits on the 
basP,ik· ' t, 1st dra:l 2nd floor shall be provided with 
battP:, operated emergency light units which will 
ope1 ,1te au1. .·,rnatically in the event of a power failure. 
Unit:, oper~1ted by dry cell b-atteries will not be 
acce;,table·. 



12. 

5 •• 

The foll~wing fire extinguishers are to be provided: 

(a) 

(b) 

One lb. co2 outside of the dark room. 

One ~ lb. AOC Multi-purpose cartridge operated 
dry chemical fire extinguisher at Nurses station. 

(~j Two pressurized 2½ gal. water type extinguishers 
- two to each floor. 

(d) Ono 20 lb. ABC Multi-purpose dry chemical fire 
extinguisher - kitchen. ~ 

Request that plans be forwarded to this office for 
re·✓ iew be fore improvements are undertaken. If there 
are any alternate suggestions to be made, we would 
appreciate receiving them for review. 

P~.G. Whatmough, Fire Marshal, 
NoYthwest Territories. 

\ . . 

' . 

'. 



) - -- t 

r 
Firstly, wa would 11.k® to proV0 that Fort Simpson doos ne~d a hoapit.al. 

Tha Town or Fort S1.mp:3on hatJ a permanont population of 750 o which is eJtpanded 

to 930 during tha aehool yoor wh3n too etud~mt residor1c~s ar-0 ooeupied. Tho 

and Joan Ma:rio Rivcrn~ all look to Forl Sir1p9on for thior primary r:iodieal c&re.. 

Thi@ brl11sm th~ total pop,J.latic:m that is covered by tr10 Fort Simpson Hospital 

to l1S000 

We are pr·oud of the care th~.t is gi vem to the pat1.enta of St. lhrg~rot' s 

staff of the hoopit-.al uho lw.va to cve:rocm~® the difficultioa of an old faohionr~d 

St" r!tlrc;a1~t 1 e Ho~pitul wao built in 1931 with i.:.h-til specific purpose of 

cnrlng for 50 ehrcnif.l tub:,rt\7.llooos put.1cnts o '1110 mo<l.01·-n ns·~ of tho hospi to.l 

is ver-.r diff~l''\7Hlt and tho building is too olci.e too l;:,,rgei &nd yet too 1m.dequato 

• • • o2 



Wo r~od e. ID:.).~")I7t1 bi.d.l..ti~.J').-.l 11hich itS btdlt of f'irop?oo:f ~..atetlfll n11d which 

io p~crAod witll & trp~ll'Jtls ~an irt1 ~oti of .fire. • W@ trould like to cos a 

buil.di.F'!,1 th!.\t would no·~ ~ eick o.nd. eaa~vnlcze3i:1t ehildx1on to mix "'iith r.1at@mity 

imticmts c.r-·sd n~ib,:t'7l oot,iea so, that pl"~cro iool.at1on ~hnique5 can ho obse1"'VOO.. 

Ou\" X-r&y m~chine 1a old nnd has had to be sent to F,dmonton for ropair 

t1rioe is tba past yGar. With a sti-::onger Ie.D..Chine we c0>.ud pa1"fo11m X:..ny techn1.ques 

not poosibl9 at pr©scnt with loarG c·a.t13~ of r&'l.t.liori.trt.iv"'ity.. Som.@ of tl~ patiemto 

t;t.~t to Em.onton w~2® ~t;;~d. r&inl¥ r~,, Xc>:>l?~ ~na1.~1M .. ona whieh could hn:ve 

00©!:l P®TtiO!"t':":~-d ht1l10 t-d th tl st1~.:13®l~ n..aehin..~. It WO'tllt.i not be po~nsiblc to ~ut 

the n5iW m-,.ch:ln~ in th0 pt~~a~ot hc:opi't~l boo2i.u.:a the?·e nr~t b3 lsod wall~ for 

th0 XQt'\~y room to p1'1ov,e,nt rz.dio&.1ti vl ty o 

On your visit to tl~'l oor-.lpital this afto1"'I~0a~ you e.aw th0 dif'fi&J.ltics wo 

bm.ve to ovcroc:co Hith thin old tmll~i11.g 9 thcrof'oro., 'W® will not elabox--ato f\irthor 

et this meatin3:4' w@ <10 0 hcr.•;-.J-,?~ 0 m.sh to impross u.1xm you that in ortbr t.o 

ccmtil1u.a -our pronent i:m:rvlco to tho 00~1..'tlity l>ro _must h.::w© a new ~od-::rn ho6pi t-~l 

uith ~ddsd fae1litic3o 

We l:.r~ld like to · lt9 a row F~nu.te.3 nm·: to dimm.ss tr.3 projoct of a Sonio:r 

Citis~ntn Hm9e 

Ia tha co.;.:l.O!unity of Fo:&1t Sir.11x~on mnd 1.t&-.1 &..liT0t1wiing s®ttlc..'"'l'Ksni5, th0:re a1~ 

60 ~oplo u-ho w·n?a born ~fore the stm.rt of thie century o AL,on2 t,heso" there 

&~"0 12 plloplo who ·K·,3 £031 iu:r.e S.n t~Ded of lmr.:-edint0 h~lp i.1'l t.h~ for;,n of ir1pr0v~d 



In Adtli.t1..on 0 tl1,~ ~,,.0 in th~ 11eimp, .. tnl four lc~·ll tQr1tl patie,;ntG uhQ ·requ.L-a 

spsr:;i~.l. 03.i~o bit ~hc,,.ild n~t t,rut@ up OC"<U& ill t:i.n . BiZllt,~ G~ bo~pitm.l.., 

We bell.GV-o that there is a nned for soo1~ eort o-t £'_-eeori,-noo.ntion for ths 

s®nio? cit1zona of this ecr;¼l1w·iity. Although it wili' be up to the expel?'ts to 

dooido on th0 typ@ of aoC.--oi'n:.l70tlationo "1"'0 wruld ll.ke to GUfrn@wt that it be built 

i.n conjtm:eti.o--t-1 1d.th.0 though O-.Jspey,at® b?o~, th3 new hospital so that tho ut1.litioa 

and cooioal f~oilitics may oo share.1. 

Wo ~~ confidemt t~htit ye-a will· givo you1.'" cp~oial and oar4' c.tte,'ltion to 

thee0 e3oenti~l nec1e of omr co~irru.nity and oi~~G 



OFFICE OF THE FIRE MARSHAL 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

Rev. Sister Marie Lemire, 
Hospital Administrator, 
St. Margaret's Hospital, 
Fort Simpson, N.W.T. 

Dear Sister Lemire: 

April 5, 1967. 

Re: Fire Inspection - St. Margaret's Hospital -
Fort Simpson, N.W.T. 

A Fire Prevention Inspection of the above-noted building was made on 
January 26th, 1967, under the provisions of the Fire Prevention 
Ordinance of the Northwest Territories. A copy of the inspection 
report is attached. 

The construction of the hospital does not meet the minimum reqvire
ments as required by the National Building Code of Canada~ 1965. 
A summary of the main undesirable features is detailed on Pages 2 
and 3 of the report. It is obvious that major construction changes 
are required if the building is to be permanently occupied as a 
hospital. We request that plans indicating the improvements required 
may be forwarded to this office for review. 

If you haveany questions or alternate proposals to make concerning 
the recommendations, we would be pleased to discuss them with you. 

Yours very truly, 

for R.G. Whatmough, 
Fire Marshal. 

C.C. Mr. S.M. Hodgson, Com~issioner 

Att. 

F'E: lw 

Bishop Paul Piche, Fort Smith, N.W.T. 
Dr. G.C. Butler, Regional Director 
Mr. J.L. Madore, Territorial Hospital Insurance Services 
Mr. L. Adrian, Fire Inspector 

Ref. II 4 



NAME: 

LOCATION: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION: 

CONSTRUCTION: 

Height: 

Dimensions: 

Roof: 

Walls: 

Exterior: 
Interior: 

Ceilings: 

Floors: 

Insulation: 

050467/lw 

OFFICE OF THE FIRE MARSHAL 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

Report No. 1 

St. Margaret's Hospital 

Fort Simpson, N.W.T. 

Inspected by: L. Adrian 

Date: January 26, 1967 

A two storey wood frame building occupied as a 
hospital with kitchen and laundry facilities, 
heating plant and resident staff quarters. The 
hospital was constructed in 1931 with an addition 
to the main building constructed in 1951. 

Approximately 26 feet from grade to peak of main 
roof. 

Hospital - 130' x 40' 
Boiler room - 30' x 25' 
Addition - 40' x 20' 

Bonded tar and gravel 

Wood with galvanized steel siding 
1/4" gypsum board - combustible fibreboard and 
shiplap. 

1/4" gypsum board and com.bustible fibreboard. 

Wood 

Main walls and attic: Sawdust 

VERTICAL OPENINGS: 

Main Stairway: 

Laundry Chute: 

Dumb Waiter: 

Continuous from the basement to the 2nd floor 
and not enclosed. 

Basement to 2nd storey, tin lined. 

Basement to 2nd storey, lined with gypsum 
board. 

2 .• 



EXITS: 

Basement: 

First storey 

Second storey 

ELECTRICAL: 

WATER SYSTEM: 

FIRE HOSE AND 
STANDPIPES: 

FIRE ESCAPES: 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: 

FIRE ORDERS: 

MUNICIPAL FIRE 
PROTECTION: 

2 .• 

The south exit doors and centre exit doors front and 
back dpen against the direction of egress. Panic 
hardware is not provided for any of the exit doors. 

Adequate in number 

Adequate in number 

Adequate in number 

Main entrance and main service panels are located in 
the southwest section of the laundry. The wiring is 
then taken to the hallway opposite the kitchen to small 
panels. The main kitchen wiring is in conduit. The 
wiring to the rest of the hospital is part loomex, 
part sheated and part twisted cord type. Some places 
the wiring is surface mounted and in others, it is 
concealed. Many light fixtures are pull chain type. 
There is a 3 kilowatt emergency power plant manually 
operated, which is connected directly to a panel. 
Power can be transferred to the main panel from the 
generator panel. 

Water enters the hospital through two 1 1/4" .pipes 
and is brought to a "T" where there is a reducing 
valve reducing the pressure from 60 PSI to 40 PSI. 

There are two 1 1/2" standpipes on each floor. Each 
location has one length of 50 ft. unlined line hose 
and 1/2" solid stream fire nozzle. 

Outside wooden fire escapes are provided at each end 
of the building reaching from grade level to the 2nd 
storey. 

All fire extinguishers in the hospital are obsolete. 
They are 1 1/2 qt. vaporizing liquid type. There is 
a 20 lb. dry chemical fire extinguisher and 2 1/2 gal. 
foam type extinguisher in the Boiler room. 

Fire orders are posted in the hospital. 

Volunteer Fire Brigade with 500 GPM Fire Pump carrying 
500 gals. of water. 

MAIN UNDESIRABLE FEATURES: 

1. Open stairwells 

2. Interior walls and ceilings partially constructed 
with combustible material 

3. No.fire alarm system 



3 •• 

4. Sawdust insulation is used in attic and ceiling 
of the upper floor. 

5. Transoms above each room. 



4 .. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. The combustible she a thing and the 1/ ~-" gypsum board 
on all walls and ceilings shall be replaced by 
gypsum board providing a 3/4 hr. fire resistance 
rating. This will include all open wood joists in 
the basement storage area. 

2. The main stairwell at the basement, 1st and 2nd floor 
level is to be enclosed. Self-closing doors 
equivalent to a 1 3/4" solid wood core door, metal 
covered are to be provided. If windows are required 
in these doors only clear wired glass shall be used. 

3. Solid wood core doors shall be provided in the corridor 
on the 2nd floor at the head of these stairs. Clear 
wired glass may be used in these doors. 
are to be provided. 

Door closers 

4. Provide an automatic dry valve sprinkler system. 

5. The sawdust insulation is to be removed where it is 
easily accessible and to be replaced by mineral wool 
insulation. 

6. An electrically supervised closed circuit fire alarm 
evacuation system is to be installed throughout the 
building. Two pull fire alarm boxes to each floor. 
One 6" bell to each floor and a 6" weather proof bell 
installed outside on the bui1ding. 

7. Panic hardware is to be provided for all emergency exit 
doors leading to the fire escapes and directly outside 
of the building. Exit doors are all to swing out in 
line with exit _travel. 

8. The transom windows to all rooms are to be removed and 
the area on both sides sheathed with gypsum board 
providing a 3/4 hr. fire resistance rating. 

9. The door between the boiler room and the kitchen shall 
be a 1 3/4" solid wood core door metal clad and 
provided with a door closer. 

10. All old type twisted cord wiring and drop type light 
fixtures should be replaced. 

11. The corridors leading to the emergency exits on the 
basement, 1st and 2nd floor shall be provided with 
battery operated emergency light units which will 
operate automatically in the event of a power failure. 
Units operated by dry cell batteries will not be 
acceptable. 
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12. The following fire extinguishers are to be 
provided: 

(a) One 5 lb. co 2 outside of the dark room. 

(b) One 4 lb. ABC Multi-purpose cartridge 
operated dry chemical fire extinguisher 
at Nurses station. 

(c) Two pressurized 2 1/2 gal. water type 
extinguishers - two to each floor. 

(d) One 20 lb. ABC Multi-purpose dry chemical 
fire extinguisher - kitchen. 

Request that plans be forwarded to this office 
for review before improvements are undertaken. 
If there are any alternate suggestions to be made, 
we would appreciate receiving them for review. 

R.G. Whatmough, Fire Marshal, 
Northwest Territories. 


