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The Right Homourable Jean Chrétien, P.C., M.P,
Prime Minister
Houge of Commons

c Room 309-$
b e an rate A€ Ottawa, Ontario
e Yo .. KAR OAE
(BRI e SR o SR ¥
ARGt TS Desar Prime Minister:
Crles <Pdes o0 I am writing Lo alert you to a brewing trade
: »W=~si,pgfg,c~:~ dispute with the European Union on a sensitivae issue.
e b gl The Buropean Union will, by the end of the
X ‘ ‘ yesr, ban the import of wild fur and products from
<l doh countries which dp not prohibit the use of the leghold
0 eyt trap and do net implemant international humane trapping
. - ) standards. These conditions cannot be met, by Canada
AP N ‘ or other fur producing countries such as the U.8. or
, Russia. An international standard does not yat axist.
~ .~ Moreover, the regulation of trapping in Canada involves

_ _ 7 more than 600 provincial, territorial and aboriginal
TathT s ¥y Jjurisdicetions.

- =" A European ban on wild fur imports would have
ey severely negative effects on both the fur garment
industry, largely based in Montreal, and trappers, many
of whom ave aboriginals located in {solated
communities. Eurcpe is an essential {art lntezrnacional
..., tur trade, both buying furs and daveloping the fashions
79101 077 used world-wide. The fur induatry contributes several
R hungrcd million dollars te the Canadian Gross Domestic
DT Produet.

A e _ In an ulcimate effort to find s negotlated
p solution to this problcm, I am wrliting to 8ir Leon
Brittan, the EU Trade Commiasioner, proposing that the
” BU delay the impost prohibition while a satisfactery

Mo e s trapping standard is negotiated between Canada, ths EU,

. .- the U.8. snd Russia. eque new
T v Director Gsner s _¥Weor n .
ME. Renato uqs eggi to use his good offices to

persua WT
txade dispute op 8 controversial issue.

raedd
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However, unless the EU accepts this proposal

by the end of May,.1_1n:and.:n_:ziisnz.izn.dispu:a_
gettlemant procedures. This would initially invelve

" {ntergovernmantal consultations to be followed, if
necesssry by adjudication by a panel of experts. The
WTO action is intendsd to add pressure on the BU to
sesk a negotiated molution but algo to signal clearly
that we will not accept unilateral trade restrictions
dieguised as anviroprental msasures. :

The fur induatry, provinciasl and territorial
governmenta, as well as aboriginal groups., expect thae
government to take the necessary action to defend thelir
legitimate trade interests, including through WTO
dispute settlement procedures, The Ministers of the
Environment and of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development also support this course of action.

Howaver, fur trapping ls an emotional issue.
Initiation of the WT0 process may provide European
anvironmental and animal walfare groups with a public
relations iseue which could impinge upon Canada‘s
image. Many of these groups are aleo guspicious of the
WTO, an organization which many feel is inimical to
anvironmental interests. While I believe that we have a

strong environmental and trade argument, issue will
nevertheless bs controvarsiat.

I will keep you informed of the progress on
this issua.

Youzrs sincerely,

Roy MaclLaren

cc. The Honourable André Ouellet, P.C., M.P.
The Honourakble S8heila Copps, P.C., M.P.
The Honourable Ron Irwin, P.C., M.P.
The Hondurable Ethel Blondin-Andrew, P.C., M.P.
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Mmlsters to flght
European fur ban

AARON DERPEL .
THE emm

First it was. the turbot feud. Now
Canada is bracing fors new fight =
u;.? lime with Eumpe over the sale
of fur, .

. Canada.‘the Umted Statcs and

Russia are. mobjlizing to.prevent

-the. European ‘Commjssion from;
banning fur lmponed into Europe
{from those countries. Federal Envi- -

ronment Mmmer Shenln Copps
said yesterday, - ¢

At ixsue is the leghbld tran. \vhlch
is used widely in"Canada. the US.-
and Russia. The European Com.-

mission considers the .trap inhu-

mane because it doesn tkill an anl-
mal instantly. .

_c._.

The commission is 10 decide next .;
month whether 10° adopt ayregula. -
tivn bau-mg the impogt-of fur.

tmg_ ped in that device.
he European Commission has

been movmg more aggressively to.

;‘mbmcmz only domestically bred
ur,”
news conference
Junction in the Yukon. -after-a
meeting with her provmcul coun.

lerga
hey have got a mher devmuq
definition of what constitutes a hus

mane trap.” Copps added. “it's
mor¢ humane to keep an animal in -
a cage for its lifetime and thea-kill-
it off than it is-to'let an animal n.m,_
free and kill it Off § m the last 24
I honrs of it life

An animal cau;ht in, I Icghold

Copps said in a telephone:
from ~Haines

rap uves in (he wjldemess for

~ about eight 10 24:hours before the

hum:r rewurns o kill it,

*.The environment miriisters unani-
mouﬂy apccd to send "2 strong
message™. to the Council of Euro-
- pean Ministers of the Eavironment
on the fur issue, Canadian and U.S.
~ officials are to'meét rext waek to
gfaft a proposal»for .an “accepiable
humane'trap.™ Copps s2id.

- Copps and’ the proVincisl envis
.ronment mjnisters also discussed
groposcd standards for cleancr ves

icles and Tuels: marme pofiution
prcvcnuon ‘and possible tax incen-
“tives for recvicing. 7
* But lhe ministers fazled to agree
on 2 harmonlzation plan 1o reduce
?\ erlap and " duplication among

cderal and pmvmual p
‘Que -Environment 'ﬁ“mr
Jas,ques Brassard boycotted the
mesting. saying in a letter he didn’ t
. expest “the federal government to
seriously. pursue disqussions with
the provinces about the barmo-
nizatlon Iniclative.”

* Copps taid-Ottawa also objec(ed
~to the plan because it would limi(
its role in envuonmental assess-

ment, .

- “This is about the pubhc nanonal
intcrest and the noccssity to cnsuré

~that vou Have the levers in place 1o
have a national perspicuve on en-
vlrgnmemal assésttnem Copps
sai

The' ham\omunon plan wxll
- ‘come up for dnscussum again when
thc mxmsters meet m Qctober,







