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J &II\ vriting Lo alerc you to a brewinr trade 
- .-; _ ._ "··. ,_-· i., L ,-,a __ :__) •. \ ·, " c11spute witl'I the European Union on • aenaitiv• iA.aue. 
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TM &iropean Union will, by cha end _of the 
year, ban the illE'crt o! wild tur and produat• from 
count~i•• which d~ not prohibit the u■• of cl\e leghold 
trap and do not i11Pl•Nnt international human• tras,,in9 
•tandaz-da. •·These condition• oaMot be met, by cana41. 

/ . ,..:__ ,-- .. -_ · ·- or other fur producing countri•■ auch •• tlle a. S. or 
. Ru1aia. An international 1tandarcl doe1 not yat •xiet. 

- \ :,'-::-_ ·,.- ·:-- _c- ,.. __ .-:-- er-·- Noreover, the r1;ulation of trapping in Canada. involve ■ 
_ _ . _ r., more tn&I\ GOO provincial, territorial and abori9inal 

- --~· --\ ,::- , _,,. s , juriadiction■. 

f r. 

A European ban on wild fur import■ would have 
•everely negative affect• cm ~oth the f\ll' garment 
induatry, largelr ba1e4 in Montreal, and trapper1, naany 
of whom a¥1 al,or vinal■ loeated in 1aolatad 
c:omnnmit1e1. Burope i9 an ••eential part international 
fur trade, l:>oth Inlying fun and d•vtlcping t.he fa•hion• 
uaed world-wide. The fur ind\latry contriwt•• eeveral 
hundred million dollar• to th• Canadian Oroe• Dome■tic 
Product. 
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However, unle•• the BU accept• th1• propoeal 
by the end cf May, I int•nd t;Q t,ri,;at: Ian di ap•t& 
uttl1rne0t proaNura■, Thi• wouldnitially involve 

· intirgovarnm•ntal con■u.ltat:.ion1 to bl follawed, if 
nec••••ry by adjudication by• panel of expert ■ • The 
WTO action ia intended tc add pre■■ure on the BU to 
ae•k • negotiated ■olution but ·also to 1ignal clearly 
chat we will not accept unilateral trade r•etriction• 
diaguiaed ae nnvirgnmental ••••urea. -

The fur induatry, provin~i•l and territorial 
governmenta, a1 well•• aboriginal group■, expect th• 
90vernunt to cake the nece111zy action to defend their 
legitimate trade intareata, includin9 through WTO 
di■pute aettlemant procedu~••· The M1ni1ten oe che 
Environment and of Indian Affair• and Northern 
Development •l•o •upport thi• couree 0! action. 

How■ver, fur trapping 11 an emotional iesue. 
Initiati0n of the WTO proeeaa may provid• European 
anvironmental and animal w•lfare groups with• pul)lic 
relation• iseue which could impinge upon Canada' ■ 
image. M&ny ot theee group• are al•o suapiciou• of the 
WTO, an organization which many feel i ■ inimical co 
environmental intereata. Whil• I believe that -we have a 
■tron; environmental and trade argwunt, t.h.l., iaaue will 
neverthele•• be controyer•itt . ...-------.......... ----~•--= 

I will keep you informed o! the pr09raes on 
this isaua. 

You.r■ aincerely, 

Roy MacLaren 

ec. The Honourable Andr• OUellet, P.C., M.P. 
The Honourable Sheila Copp•, P.C., M.P. 
The ffonourable Ren Irwin, P.C., M,P. 
The Honourable Ethel Blondin•Andrev, P.C., M.P. 
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AARON DERm .: ·. · · · . · . trap Uves In the· -~Jldem.:ss for 
THE GA2ETTE ·. •. -: ·._ ;· i~~ut eiaht to l4~ho~rs before the 

. . .. : . ·: • .. ; . . · ,;humcr returns tu \iJ.f il, · . 
First it 'l"aS-the. t.u~ r~d.Now -~ ~-~ ,nvironm.tht ministers llMfti• 

Canada is bracing{or·a ncw'figh_1 ~ .-~·lTiouslr agreed to :send ""4 stron, 
chis.rime with Europe:o'i.er the sale.: m~·-. to the Council of l:uro
oftur.' . . i :~_:: ....... : . : • . J)Cln Ministers or the Environment 

.. Canada. the United States and on the fur· Issue. Canadian and U.S. 
'Russia ore. mob-Jyzina ,to. pre,·ent ., offici3ls art 19·: rnett ri•:u wttk ··to 
· the. European ·CommJsslon ·from~: Otaft a.' proc,osaJ:rifor ~an ~a«ep(~ble 
.bann.ins fur impoi1ed.-·1nio Europe·. humioe'ttap.•·copps ~id. 
·from those countries. ·Federal En"i• · · C~pps amJ· lfic: :pru\·im:ild c:nvi• 
ronment Min,ist.er ;.S~eila Copps . : ronn,e~c . ~.isters . 11lso diS('OSStd 
sai.:J rester_dav~ .':~· ;-< .: · • / · •. ·:· . . : P!'O~·.s1ancard_s.'!~·.,1cancr '!e. 

· At ,~~ue t~ the·lc1hnld trait ~h1ch .... ··h1cles and. ~elL ·manne po,luuon 
is used widely in ·Canada. the U .S: · prc:v~ntioh' and pdi3ibk tu inc~• 
and Russia. The turoi,etn Com:-··. ·: ri'm f9r r~cing. · ~ . 
mission consicfers the .trap inhu~· • Bu~ th~ .ministers J1iled to 3Sl'H 
mane because it doesn·rkill an anl• . on a.hannonlzotlon plan to reduce 
mal instantly. •. ·· · .• ,. .-. .. . · .. · · oyerlap and · duplic:ition 2n,ona 

The coimrussiori- j~· 10· deqde ae~( • ~rcdcrat )md ·. pruvim;iul p"'¥f'llnu: . 
~onth ~~ether to:· ~~~pt. -~~~uJ~- ~-f Que~:. . ~nvironment Minster 
uun bamn& the unpoft;·or fut .. :Ja,ques Br,ward boy,ottcd th~ 
tm~pe<1 in rh1n rlevice. . · meetina. sayine in a Jeiter he didn·r 

.. The Eu"n?pean Commission has •. c:xpcct "the: rc:dc:raJ 10•.-c:mm(nt to 
been movin1 mo~ anressively \o. ,seriouslY. pursue d~ussi6ns with 
embracing only .domesticolly bred the. provin~es at;ou_t ~h• hfflno~ 
rur," Copps said In a teleQhone· nlzatlon Initiative.· · 
news conf'ennce from ·Haines.· Copps .~id·Ottawi also objected 
Junction in the Yukon; 'after· a ··tu tht· plan bcca!JlC it woul~ limii 
meeting with her provincialcoun. its role in environmtntal :mess~ 
lcrparu. mcQt, . . . 

"'.They have ,ot, nther c;fc'vin.u1 , "'This iUbout l~,publir national 
dcfiniiion of whiu· con5'itutcs o hu- interest and 1hc: n«dlity to cnsul\! 
mane trap... Copps added. ..,rs· .. u,at ycu· have the levers in pince to 
more humQl\e to keep on animal in · h~ve a nation~l ~tive on tn
a cue for its Ufethne and then·kit1 • -~lroomenta_t assts.strient.· Copps 
it ofTth:an it is.to·Jet 1n·anim2l nin ,sa1dt. · .. · . ' .. ·;.t.. · 

rm: ilmJ lill il: orr ill·. l11~ lase. ~4 ·:· -The 
I 

ham1oo~za1ion · plan will 
. honn of h~ life;' . . . • : ·~ome·up for discUSSioQ'a~in whert 

An animal caught.~~< 1 tc-ghold the mi!'istm. mcet'i,~Pctob~r. 
' ~ '· ••• # ••• ~ • • • • : • ,• • • .. .., ~- • 




