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Francophone parents in N.W.T.
may challenge school act

Tha Canactan Press

Francophones in the Northwest '

Torvitories are threatening to take
the torriteria) government W conrt
aver Frenceh langusge education
rights.

The Preach parent association
and the French school touncil in
Yellowimile argue a proposed new
education set s unconstitutional.

Thzy believe it violsies minority
language gnaraniees in the Chonrer
of Rights and Freedoms, said Qacld
Wajlbridge, the association's lawyer.

The act, to be debuted in the leg
islative pssenhly this wesk, is the
government's 1ast major leglislation
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before a mid-October election,

‘The Supieme Court of Cansda
has ruled in two cases thal the char-
ter guarantees minority language
parents control and management of
their children's cducation, Wall-
bridge said The NW.T's new educa-
ton pet doesn't 2o far encugh to pro-
vide that, he said.

There sve 1) official languages In
the territories — English, French
aod nine aberiginal languages. Cen-
sus figures show Wnﬁnﬁg
N.W.T. list French a3 their wother
tongue.

Education righly for aatives are
pro‘ected more than rights {or fran.
cophones. Wallbridge suggested.
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