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NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR FRANCOPHONE PARENTS 

NEWS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JUNE 2, 1995 

The Commission nationale des parents francophones (CNPF) [National 
Commission of Francophone Parents] deplores the Government of the 
Northwest Territories' failure to grant full implementation os school 
management to its francophone parents. This right, enshrined in the Canadian 

. Charter of Rights and Freedoms, is recogni7.ed by two judgments rendered by 
the Supreme Court of Canada and is in force in the majority of Canadian 
provinces. 

The Northwest Territories education bill relegates francophone parents to a 
purely advisory position and relegates future school management for the 
official-language minority to the discretion of the minister and school boards 
controlled by the majority. This bill, which could pass in the third reading next 
week, is clearly unconstitutional. 

According to Gilbert Savard, CNPF president, there is no doubt the national 
organization will support the Francophone Parents Association of Yellowknife, 
if circumstances warrant, in its bid to reactivate the legal action initiated in 
1990 but shelved in 1992 because of an agreement reached with the territorial 
government concerning school management. 

"It's sad to be reduced to this," says Gilbert Savard. ''The francophone parents 
are too often obliged to turn to the courts. What we are asking, essentially, is 
that the act establish a management entity, creates an education district, 
identifies voters and defines an implementation process. There is an 
important judicial precedtmt in this case and there are excellent management 
models in force in neighbouring jurisdictions, such as the Yukon, for example. 

Created in 1979, the CNPF represents nine provincial and two territorial 
parents associations. Its mandate is to work for the development of French 
first-language instruction across the country. 
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From: Armand Bedard, general manager 
Sa.int-Boniface (Manitoba.) 
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la commission nationale de~ parents francophones 

COMMUNIQUE 

Dlffueion lmm6dlate le Z juin 1995 

La Commi,sion nation.ale des parenr1 francaphones (CNPF) tro1.1ve di6plorable ~ I• 
gouvemement des Terrttoire1 au Nord-Ouest n'iccwde pas la pleir,e g&stion scol1ir1 a 111 
parents rrancophones. ce dl'Oit anchlssi dans la Charte canadienne des dmib al lib1111,, ••t 
reconnu par a.u:.c Jugemems de 11 Cour suprOma du canada et s'exerce dans un• rn;aJonte de~ 

· provinces canadiannes. 

Dans sa version actuelle, f• pn,jet de revision de la Loi sur l'Uucation das Tanitoires malntlent 
res p&ren1a l'rancophona dana un rtile purement c:onsultatif at relegue une possible se,tion 
scolatre.par la minOrite a la disctitk>n du mlnistnt et des crpnitM•• aeolaires de la majorite. La 
projet qui pOl.lrrail fr1nchir i. cap de la 3e ~ la a«nalne prochalne est "ettement 
itlQOn.StitutlaMal. 

Selon la prisic:l1nt cs. la CNPF, Gilbert Savard, ii ne fait pac dt dol.lle que l'organisme natiooal 
appufer■ 1-Asacciallon des parents rranccphones de Yellowknlfe dant ta d&marche de rfactiver, 
si fas c;lrconstanc:ea l'eiigent. fa ~ursuite inllnt.• en 1ggo flt mise en vaill•'-'•• en 19g2 en 
ralson d'un engagement du gouvemem•nt larritorial face a la ;estlon scollinl. 

"C'est domma;e cfen arriver Ii. estlrne Gilbert Savatd. Les parents francophones sont trop 
souvent obfiges de sa toumer ven res ll'ibunsux. Ce c:i~•on de!'nande, c·est essentJelt.ment qua 
la lol tCablisse une entlt6 de gesfion, ail1 un tenitok'e. idenblie une clientele d'61ecteun et 
atiflnlno un procassu, de mis• an oeuvre. I1 y • une impcrtante jurisprudence da.ns ee dossier et 
ii eJCiste d'exc:eUellUI mcdales de gesUon M vigueur dans las Jurldictlont voitines. par exemple 
au Yukon.• 

Fond4e en 1171, la CNPF r9group,., neuf a•~tion~ provlnt:lales et c/euJl aaociations 
territot1ale1 de parent• ftaMophonas. Son mandal Ht a,, travaiNer i ffpanouis~rnent de 
fdducation err frlllp,/1 lanr,ue ,nm/ere a l'klla/Je du pay•. 

eourc-e: Armand Bidan:f, dlredeur general 
Saint-Boniface (Manffoba) 
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