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Iqaluit; May 31, 1995 

NEWS RELEASE 

The special session of the Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories 
will start on June 5 in Yellowknife. The main point on the agenda of this 
session is third reading and passage of the new education. act of the Northwest 
Territories. 

Unfortunately, despite a large-scale consultation conducted before the actual 
tabling of the bill, despite opinions and amendments proposed by countless 
numbers of contributors, despite the wishes expressed by francophone as well 
as by aboriginal people, despite the presentations to the NWT Standing 
Committee on Legislation, the government is about to pass an education bill 
which will remain an unC()nstitutional act. This is undoubtedly lhe 
unanimous opinion of all the experts consulted on this subject .. 

The amendments proposed by the Standing Committee on Legislation, 
following its tour of public consultations, are in fact only cosmetic changes and 
still do not make this new act conform to Article 23 of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. If this bill is passed without major amendments, it 
mocks the rights of francophone people and ignores the decisions reached by 
the Supreme Court of Canada. 

But even worse, as everyone knows, the Northwest Territories doesn't have 
the status of a province. Hence, the territorial government is in reality, a vassal 
of the Government of Canada; actually, the federal government must assent to 
any bill passed by the NWT T..egislatlve Assembly before it becomes law. That is 
to say, if this bill is passed in its present form, it is as though the federal 
government itself were betraying the spirit as well as the letter of Article 23 of 
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

Is Mr. Chretien ready to allow that such an affront be committed against NWT 
francophones as well as the Canadian charter? 

From: 
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TI1e Francophone parents committee of Iqaluit 
Daniel Loyer, president: (819) 979-1363 
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Comit~ de parents francophones de Iqaluit 
Casier postal 1799 

Iqaluit NT 
XOAOHO 

Telephone 819•979-5224 
Telecopieur Sl9-979-5SS9 

Iqaluit, le 31 mai 1995 Pour diffusion immediate 
COMMUNIQUE 

Le 5 juin prochain &,bute.ra l Yellowknife' une session special<! de l' Assemb1ee 
l~gislative des Territoircs du Nord•Que.st. Principal point~ l'ordre du jour de cette 
session : adoption e11 troisi~me I~ture de la nouvelle Loi sur }'education des 
Territoires du Nord-Quest. 

Malheureusement, malgr~ une consultation de grandii envergure menee avant 
m!nie le d~pOt de l'avant-projet de loi, malgre les avis et Ies amendements proposes 
par un nombre quasi-incalculable d'inlervenants, malgre ]es souhaits exprimes par 
lcs Francophones tout autant que par les Autochton.es, malgre surtout les 
representations faites devant le Comit~ permanent de la legislation des lNO, le 
gouvemement s'apprete a adopter une loi sur !'education qui demeurera. une loi 
inconstitutionnelle. C'est indubitablement l'avis unanirne de tous les experts 
consult~ a. cet ef!et. 

Les amendcments proposes par le Comite permanent de la legislation, apres sa 
f:ourn~e d'audiences publiques, ne sont en foit que cosmetiques et ne contrib~ent 
toujours pas a rendre cetle nouvelle loi ~onforme a J'artide 23 de la Cha,te 
canadienne dL'S droits et libtrUs. Si cette loi est adoptee sans amendements tnajeurs, 
elle bafo\Je les droits des Francophones et fait fi des decisions rendues par la Cour 
d'~ppel du Canada. 

Mais U y a sans doutl! plus gr.ave encore, comme chacun le sait, les Territoires du 
Nord-Oue:st n'oat pas statut de province. De ce fait, lE- gouvernement ten-itorial est 
en rea.llt~ le vassal du Couvcmament du Canada; en efrct, toute loi adopt& par 
l' Assemblce legislative des 1NO doit recevoir l'a.ss~ntiment du gouvernemcnt 
central avant son entree en vigucur. C'est done dire que si cette Joi est adoptee dans 
sa forme actuelle, c' est en que-lque sorte comme si le gouvernement federal Iui­
n\cme lTahissait, et l'esprit, et la lettre de l'article 23 de la Ch,1rte ca11adie.1111e des 
droits st Ii bertes. 

P.tes•vous pr~t. Monsieur Chretien, a permettre qu'un _tel affront soit commis A 
l'e.ndroit des r~ranco·Tenois et de la Constitution c,madienne ? · · 

Source: 
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LC! Comite des P;i.rents Francophones d~ Iqaluit 
Daniel Loy~r, presMent: 819-979-1363 
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School management for francophones: 
The federal government has the power to intervene in the territorial affairs 

Ottawa: Even if the Government of the Northwest Territories has the power to 
pass acts in the field of education, the federal government can force a territorial 
government to respect the constitutional rights of francophones in the field of 
education. · 

"These powers are only delegated. The federal government can stick its nose 
in. A province can sen4 it packing, but the territories don't have the last 
word" confirms Senator Gerald Beaudoin, an eminent Canadian constitutional 
expert. 

The Government of the Northwest Territories is getting ready to pass a new 
education act which, according to the associations and francophone parents, 
does not respect the rights of the Francophone minority regarding school 
management. 

Although the federal government cannot intervene in provincial educational 
affairs, the Canadian territories such as the Yukon and the Northwest 
Territories are another matter. Mr. Beaudoin maintains that Ottawa can even 
pass legislations for the territorial government, if it has to. "Contrary to a 
province, it can intervene. It has total power over the territories" declares 
Senator Beaudoin. 

The federal government is waiting for a legal opinion from the federal 
Department of Justice regarding the education bill now being debated in the 
Legislative Assembly of the NWT, before deciding on what course to follow in 
this issue. 
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Le 5 jui.n 1995 107 

Gestion scolain. PCl\tr les f~: 
I.e gouve.~t !6Ural a le poa.voir. d.'Ulterv~~ c!szls lae affd.res 
d.es Territo~•- ,. · 

Ot.tawa CAPI') & Mime si le gouverneraeo.t des 'l'errit.oires du Nord.-OUest 
a le ponvoir d'a.dopter des loi:1 dmls l.• domaine de 1'6duc.ation, le 
gouvernmnent. fadara.1• peut ob1ig"r UA ~uvexuem~t. territorial ~ 
respecter les droita c:oa.st:i tutionnels das f,:a:c.cophones d~ la 
domaine de 1•edueae.1on. 

. 
<<Ce :ne sont que des pou.voin del.eguas. Le f M&-•l peut se mettre 
le bout du na: ll-cledans. Unea p~ovince peut 1' enV0y'er p~amrmer, 
mais les '1'erritoires n'cmt: pas la demier mot>> ccnfirJ:18 le 
senate'W:' er. Amine.t expert de l& c0~stitutio~ canadienne, G,rald 
Be~udoiu. 

Le gouve::nement des Ten:itoi.res s'appr&te a adopear u:ce nouvelle · 
loi sur l'education qui, selon les associations et le! pa.rents 
francophone.I, s:i.e respect.e pas les droits de la m.i.norite en ma.tiara 
de ges~ion scolaire. 

Si le acuvernElllel:!.t f ,deral ne peu.e pa& int:e....-veni.r dan.s une province 
l0:-:5qu'il est qu.e5tion d'6dncati0l'l, il e: aac. au.treinent. lonqr.i'il 
est: question des territoire9 canadiens que sont le Yuko:. et lca11 
T. N-o. M. Beaqc1QiJl a.ff ix:ms qu' ottawa peut JD.kte l6gifuar a la :place. 
du gouvcnameDt ter.r!torial, a' il le taut. <<Contrairemeri.t ,1. m:i.a 
province, il peut !nterven.i.r. Il a tous les pouvoirs sur · lee 
t:~rit:oi.res=>>, dit le senateur Beaudoin. 

Lea gouve?:nemene federal . attcmg WJ. a.vis j w:i.dique de son ministere 
federal de l.a J1J.$tice sur le projet de loi sur l' educatioii, qui est 
prese:i.tement debac.tu. a l'assetiblee legislative das '1'.N-0, ava:c.t da 
d,cider de l& WLrche l suiVJ:e da:c.s ce doss~er-. 
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