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. LA FEDERATION FRAN.CO-TENOISE 

Yellowknife, May 31, 1995 For immediate release 

NEWS RELEASE 

The Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories wil~ consider the proposed 
Education Act (Bill 25) on June 5. This new act, in which the francophone 
minority had put great hope, betrays the agreement reached with the 
Government of the Northwest Territories because it ignores education rights for 
official-language minorities under Article 23 of the Canadian Charter of Rights 
a11d Freedoms. 

The Northwest Territories covers 3,300,000 square kilometers, about one third of 
Canada. There are some 65,000 residents, of which 62% are aboriginal. Fewer 
than 2,000 francophones live in triple isolation: geographical, ethnic and 
linguistic. They are subject to a 57% rate of assimilation. · 

These francophones can be found mainly in four locations: Hay River, Fort 
Smith, Iqaluit and Yellowknife. Ecole Allain St-Cyr in Yellowknife, the capital of 
the Northwest Territories, offers a French first-language education from 
kindergarten to the ninth grade. Nakasuk School in Iqaluit offers the same 
education from kindergarten to the seventh grade. 

The purpose of Article 23 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms is to 
guarantee the development of both official languages in Canada. The right to 
(French) instruction and the right to school management are the means provided 
by Canada to reach this goal. Since education comes under provincial or 
territorial jurisdiction, the provincial and territorial governments musl' uphold 
these rights. 

The agreement of the Government of the Northwest Territories regarding these 
rights seemed clear and firm, so much so that the francophone parents agreed in 
1992 to temporarily withhold a legal action initiated in the Supreme Court of the 
Northwest Territories. Bill 25, tabled by Mr. Richard Nerysoo, Minister of 
Education, Culture and Employment, betrays the hopes of the francophone 
community. If it is passed by the Legislative Assembly during the June session 
without major . amendments, it will mock the rights of the francophones, · 
repudiate the repeated promises made to them by the Government of the 
Northwest Territories, deny its legal obligations under the Ca.nadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms and compromise the development, indeed lh_e sur\Tiiv,~t--o · -

1 
the francophone ntinority in the Northwest Territories. .· · :s:t·· .-· ; .. ~, j" 
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In mid-January, the Prime Minister of Canada, Mr. Jean-Chretien, declared that it 
is about time Article 23 of the Canadia.n Charter of Rights and Freedoms be 
respected across Canada. It seems he was not heard by the MLAs of the Northwest 
Territories. 
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From: Federation Franco-TeNOise 
Daniel Cuerrier, president (819) 979-6282 until June 5 

(403) 920..2919 Qune 6-14) 
Daniel Lamoureux, executive director · (403) 920-2919 
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IA- Federatlo,z f~ranco-TelvOise 
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Yellowknife, 31 mai 1995 Pour diffusi<?!l imm6diat& 

COMMUNIQUE 

L,asscmbl~ legislative des Terriloiies du Nord-Ouest se penchcra.. le 5 juin prochain, sw· le 
projet de Joi 25. Cette nouvelle Loi sucr6du.cmian .. n.ppel~ des v~ux l~gitimes de la 
minoritc f rnncophoric, trahit ccpenda.nt Jes promesses du Oouvcmement des Tcmtoires du 
Nord-Ouest et ignore lcs droirs a !"education en fran~ conferes aux minorites de !angue 
officicllc par l'article 23 de la Cl:aTUJ canadienne des droiu ~t libcrtes, 

Les Territoil'es du Nord-OLlest couvren.t 3.3 millions de kilome.ttes canis, soit 1/3 de la 
superlicic du Canada. Quelque 65 000 penonnes y habitent, dont 62% d,autochtones. 
Moh1s de 2 000 f rancophoncs y vivent un aiple isolement : ;eographiq ue, ethnique. et 
linguistiqDe. Ils y subissent d'aurrepart un raux d'assimilabOn de 57%. 

Ces francophones sont sunou t conccn,res sur quatrc lo:alit~s : Hay River, Fort Smith, 
Iqaluit, et Yellowknife. Dans cene demiert viDe, eapitale des T.N.-O., l'eeole Allain St-Cyr 
dispen$e l'enseignement en fmn~ais de la ma.temelle jusqu'a la neuviemc annee. L'ecole 
Na.kasulc, d'Tqalui~ offre ccttc educntion de la matemelle l la septiemc annee. 

L'objct general de tanicle 23 de la Chane canadien.ne des droiu et llbenes consiste a 
favoriscr rcpa.noui.ssernent de chacune des deux langucs officielles du Canada. Le droit a 
l' instruction (en fran yais) et le droit A la gestion (scolaire) represcntent lcs moyens octl'Oy~s 
par le C.anada pour a.tteindre ce but. L'education et.ant de juridiction provinciale ou 
t~rritoriale, Jes gouvemements des provinces et territoires sent de cc fait tcnus d'actualiser 
ces droir.s. 

I.cs engagements a cet ega.rct de la pan du Gouvemement des Terri.mires du Nord-Quest, 
semblaicnt ncrs ct fcrmcs : si bien que lcs parents francophones consentirem, en 1992, a 
suspendre la poursuitejudiciaire logce a la c-..our supreme des T.N.-O. Le projet de loi 251 

pilote par le min1sn-e de l1Ed.ucation, de la Cultme et de la Formation, Richard Nerysoo. . 
trnhit cependam les esperances de la communaut6 francophone. S'il est adopte sans 
modification majet1re par l' assemblee legislati. ve lors de la session de juint i1 bafoue !es droits 
des francophoncs. renfo les engagements repctfs du Oouvernemem des Territoircs du Nord­
Oucst a leur endroit, nii! ses obligations legal.es ;1u regard de la Chane canadien.nt des droirs 
er libenes, er compromet J'epanouisscn1ent -voirc la survie- de la minorire francophone dans 
les Territoires du Nord-Quest. . ~ 

A l11 nu-Janvier. le Premier mir1isn·e Jean Chretien declarait qu'il n'est quc temps que l'artit::lc 
23 de lt\ Charta canadienne d4s droils ~t Hberres soit respecce a la grnndeur du Canada. Il 
semblc qu'il n 'nit pas et6 enrendu par les elus des Tcrriroircs du Nord-Quest. 
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S~.e.: L:i Federation Franco-TcNOise 
- Daniel Cucrrier .. president 819-979-6282 jusqu·au 5 juin 

403-920•2919 du 6 nu 14 juin 
- Daniel Lamoureux, dirccteur general 403-920-2919 
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